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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH CONGRESS. 


SECOND SESSION. 





SENATE. 
Monpbay, December 7, 1896. 


The first Monday of December being the ees by the 

Constitution of the United States for the annual meeting of Con- 

o> second session of the Fifty-fourth Congress commenced 
a 


The emai assembled in its Chamber at the Capitol. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT of the United States (Hon. ApLal E. 
STEVENSON, of the State of Illinois) called the Senate to order at 
12 o'clock meridian. : 

PRAYER. 


Rev. W.H. Mixsury, D. D., Chaplain to the Senate, offered the 
following prayer: 

O Thou whose eyes are upon Thy people and whose ears are 
open unto their prayer, most heartily we thank Thee that since 
last we met in this zl the of death has touched no man 
whose seat is upon the floor e bless ‘Thee that so many of the 
members of the Senate are here again, in health and strength, 
ready for their msible and arduous labors. Guard them dur- 
ing the session, and their households, from harm and evil of every 
kind. Guide themin their counsels, and bring them tothe best and 
— result. 

ost humbly and earnestly we pray that Thy blessing may rest 
upon Thine honored servant, our beloved friend, the senior Senator 
from Iowa. Restore him to perfect health and soundness, and 
bring him speedily to his seat upon this floor in his accustomed 


wer. 
We offer to Thee our Soe ee O God, the Ruler 
of the world and the affairs of men, that after an energetic and 
exciting canvass, free from much of the personal rancor, vitu- 
peration, and scandal mongering of earlier years, the land is 
uiet and at rest, accepting the ballot of the nation and returning 
to ways of orderly vty 

We pray, O Lord, that Thy blessing a upon all our = 
ann ee oe osper us in our indus- 

ies, and grant that all sorts and conditions of men, our rulers 
and their constituents, the farmers and merchants, the owners 
of mills and mines, the captains of industry, the workmen, the 
conductors and the writers for the press, the teachers and the stu- 
dents in our institutions, the white and the black, the native born 
and the ano, may be knitted more and more closely together 
in the grand brother of American citizenship. 

May the flame of patriotism burn more beg ng and gloriousl 
in the breast of the nation, and.may we rise by Thy guidance an 
support to higher levels of civilization, and own ourselves the sub- 
jects of Him, the first tten from the dead, the Prince of the 

of the earth, in whose hallowed name we humbly pray. 





SENATORS PRESENT. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The roll of Senators will be called 
by the Secretary. 

The Secretary (Mr. W1L11aM R. Cox) called the roll, and the 
following Senators answered to their names: 

From the State of— . 

Alabama—John T. Morgan and James L. Pugh. 

Arkansas—James H. Berry and James K. Jones. 

California—George ©. Perkins. 

Colorado—Edward O. Wolcott. 

Connecticut—Joseph R. Hawley and Orville H. Platt, 

Delaware—George Gray. 

Florida— Wilkinson Call and Samuel Pasco. 

Georgia—Augustus O. Bacon and John B. Gordon, 

Idaho—Fred T. Dubois and George L. Shoup. 

Illinois—Shelby M. Cullom and John M. a 

Indiana—David Turpie and Daniel W. Voorhees. 

Iowa—John H. Gear. 

Kansas—Lucien Baker and William A. Peffer. 

Kentucky—Joseph C. 8. Blackburn. 

Maine—William P. Frye and Eugene Hale. 

Maryland—Charles H. Gibson and Arthur P. Gorman, 

Massachusetts—George F. Hoar and Henry Cabot Lodge, 

Michigan—Julius C. Burrows and James McMillan. 

Minnesota—Cushman K, Davis and Knute Nelson. 

Mississippi—Edward C. Walthall. 

Missouri—Francis M. Cockrell and George G. Vest. 

Montana—Thomas H. Carter and Lee Mantle. 

Nebraska—William V. Allen and John M. Thurston. 

New Hampshire—‘William E. Chandler and Jacob H. Gallinger. 

New Jersey—William J. Sewell and James Smith, jr. 

New York—David B. Hill and Edward Murphy, jr. 

North Carolina—Jeter C. Pritchard. 

North Dakota—Henry C. Hansbrough and William N. Roach, 

Ohio—Calvin 8. Brice and John Sherman. 

Oregon—John H. Mitchell. 

Pennsylvunia—James Donald Cameron and Matthew 8. Quay, 

Rhode Island—Nelson W. Aldrich and George P. Wetmore. 

South Carolina—Benjamin R. Tillman. 

South Dakota—James H. Kyle and R. F. Pettigrew. 

Tennessee—W illiam B. Bate and Isham G. Harris. 

Texas—Horace Chilton and Roger Q. Mills. 

Utah—Frank J. Cannon. 

Vermont—Justin S. Morrill and Redfield Proctor. 

Virginia—John W. Daniel and Thomas 8. Martin. 

Washington—W atson C. Squire and John L. Wilson. 

West Virginia—Stephen B. Eikins and Charles J, Faulkner. 

Wisconsin—John L. Mitchell and William F. Vilas. 

Wyoming—Clarence D, Clark. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. Seventy-five Senators have answered 
to their names. A quorum is present. 

Mr. WALTHALL. I desire to state that my colleague [Mr. 
GEORGE] is absent on account of sickness. Iaskthathe be g-anted 
an indefinite leave of absence. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Isthere objection? The Chair hears 
none, and an indefinite leave of absence is granted to the senior 
Senator from Mississippi. 

NOTIFICATION TO THE HOVSE. 

Mr. CULLOM submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary inform the House of Representatives that a 


qgucrut of the Senate is assembled, and that the Senate is ready to proceed 
business. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 
On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, That the hour of the daily meeting of the Senate be 12 o'clock m. 
until otherwise ordered. 


NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That a committee consisting of two Senators be ap 


t ; pointed, to 
oe such committee as may be appointed by the House of Representatives, 


wait upon the President of the United States and inform him that a quo- 
rum of each House is assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive any 
communication he may be pleased to make. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the committee on the part of the Senate; and Mr, SHERMAN 
and Mr. SMITH were appointed. 

RECESS. 

Mr. HOAR (at120’clockand16 minutesp.m.). Imovethatthe 
Senate take a recess until 1 o’clock. 

The motion was agreed .to; and at the expiration of the recess 
(at 1 o’clock p. m.), the Senate reassembled. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

At 1 o’clock and 1 minute p. m. Mr. Wi.Liam J. Brownine, the 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, appeared below the 
bar of the Senate and delivered the following message: 

Mr. President, Iam directed by the House of Representatives to 


inform the Senate that a quorum of the House of resentatives 
has appeared, and that the House is ready to pr to business. 
I am further directed to inform the Senate that the House has 
passed the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a committee of three members be a on the of 
the House, to join such committee as may be appoin’ Senate, to wait 
upon the President of the United States and inform him a quorum of the 


two Houses has assembled, and that Congress is ready to reeeive any commu- 
nication he may have to make. 

I am also directed to inform the Senate that the Speaker has 
appointed Mr. Cannon, Mr. Payne, and Mr. Turner of Georgia 
as the committee on the part of the House. 

RECESS. 

Mr. MORRILL (at 1 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m.). Emove that 
the Senate take a further recess of thirty minutes. 

The motion was agreed to; and at the expiration of the recess (at 
1 o'clock and 32 minutes p. m.) the Senate reassembled, when, on 
motion of Mr. ALDRICH, a f recess was taken until 1 o’clock 
and 45 minutes p. m. 

NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. ' 

Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. Surru, the committee inted in con- 
junction witha similar committee of the House of Representatives 
P — or the President of the United States, appeared below 

the bar, ani 

Mr. SHERMAN said: Mr. President, the committee 
to wait upon the President of the United States and i him 
that a quorum of each House has assembled and that Congress is 
realy to receive any communication he may be pleased to make. 
have performed that duty, and the President replied that he would 
immediately communicate to each House a message in 

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 

At 1 o'clock and 47 minutes p. m. Mr. O. L. Prupsjy, one of the 
secretaries of the President of the United States, appeared below 
the kar, and said: 

Mr. President, I am directed by the President of the United 
States to deliver to the Senate a message in ae 

The message was received from the secretary handed to the 


Vice-President. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
message of the President of the United States, which the Secretary 


will read. 
The Secretary read the message, as follows: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As representatives of the people in the legislative branch of their 


Government, you have assembled at a time when the ep ole 
excellence of our free institutions and the fitness of our ci to 


enjoy popular rule have been again made manifest. pees 


contest involving momentous consequences, fraught with 
a creating aggressiveness sointense as to approach 
bitterness and passion, has been Saree our land, and 
determined by the decree of free and independent suffrage, with- 
out disturbance of our tranquillity or the least sign of weakness 
in our national structure. 

When we consider these incidents and contemplate the peaceful 
obedience and manly submission which have succeeded a heated 
clash of political opini we discover abundant evidence of a 


determination on the part of our coun to abide by 
verdict of the will, aud $0 be controlled at all ou he 
an abiding f in the ished for the direction of 


the affairs of their Government. 

Thus our people exhibit a patriotic disposition which entitles 
them to demand of those who undertake to make and execute 
their laws such faithful and unselfish service in their 
can only be prompted by a serious appreciation of the trust and 
confidence which the ee of public duty invites. 
mk obedience to a consti ae requirement, I herein submit 

e Congress certain informa concerning national affairs, 
with Ge supation of oy Sea es in oe eee 
necessary an —— To secure brevity and avoid e 
narration, I shall omit many details concerning matters within 
Federal control, which, though by no means unimportant, are 
more profitably discussed in tal reports. I shall also 
further curtail this communication by omitting a minute recital 
of many minor incidents connected with our foreign relations 
which have heretofore found a place in Executive m , but 
are now contained in a report of the Secretary of State, which is 
herewith submitted. 

At the outset of a reference to the more important matters af- 
fecting our relations with foreign powers, it would afford me sat- 
isfaction if Icould assure the Congress that the disturbed condition 
in Asiatic Turkey had reine. frat year assumed a less hideous 
and bloody aspect, and that as a consequence of the awaken- 
ing of the Turkish Government to the demands of humane civili- 
zation, or as the result of decisive action on the part of the 


and cruel fan 


While none of our citizens in 


have thus far been killed 
or wounded, dreadful 


sahety tt the fetore ter : assured. 
; no means 
aek a home and our minister at 

nothing undone to protect our missionaries-in Ottoman , 
we ce ee Se ee 
on the score 


direction will not 


: 


but would be regarded interruption of their the 
great nations wits asurt Gute endhenee Faia #0 in 
rae the security of life and property in 
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is second only to that of the people and Government of Spain. It 
for some unaccountable | is reasonably estimated that at least from $30,000,000 to $50,000,000 


! 


formal from has not been issued. | of American capital are invested in plantations and in railroad, 

I do not believe a prespect in Turkey will , and other business enterprises on the island. The vol- 

be long permitted to SS It so mars | ume of trade between the United States and Cuba, which in 1889 

the humane and enlightened ci that belongs to the close | amounted to about $64,000,000, rose in 1893 to about $103,000, 000, 

of the nineteenth century that it hardly possible that the | and in 1894, the year before the present insurrection broke out, 

demand of good the Christian world | amounted to nearly $96,000,000. Besides this large pecuniary 

its corrective treatment remain unanswered. stake in the fortunes of Cuba, the United States finds itself inex- 

The insurrection in Cuba still continues with all its perplexities. | tricably involved in the present contest in other ways both vex- 
is difficult to en Se aneale atious and costly. 

the of the or that the situation of af-| Many Cubans reside in this country and indirectly promote the 

fairs as — last annual has in the least im- | insurrection through the press, by public meetings, by the pur- 

proved. Spain still holds Habana and seaports and all the | chase and shipment of arms, by the raising of funds, and by other 

aero mp towns, the still roam at will over at least | means, which the spirit of our institutions and the tenor of our 

of the inland . If the determination of Spain | laws donot permit to be made the subject of criminal prosecutions. 

put down the insurrection seems but to strengthen with the | Some of them, though Cubans at heart and in ail their feelings 

of time, and is evinced by her unhesitating devotion of | and interests, have taken out papers as naturalized citizens of the 

increased ae ae naval forces to the task, there is | United States, a ing resorted to with a view to possible pro- 

much reason to believe the insurgents have gained in point | tection by this ernment, and not unnaturally regarded with 

of numbers, and character, and resources, and are none the less | much i tion by the country of their origin. The insurgents 

inflexible in their resolve not to suecum>, without practically se- | are map encouraged and supported by the widespread sym- 

curing the great for which they took up arms. If Spain | pathy the people of this country always and instinctively fee! for 

has not yet her , neither have theinsurgents | every struggle for better and freer government, and which, in the 

good their title to be as an independent state. | case of the more adventurous and restless elements cf our popula- 

deed, as the contest has gone on, the pretense that civil govern- | tion, leads in only too many instances to active and personal par- 

exists on the except so far as Spain is able to main- | ticipation in the contest. The result is that this Government is 


n it, has been i abandoned. does keep on foot: | constantly called upon to protect American citizens, to claim dam- 
ane agen per lie dg Mery , in the large towns tren neers Baw Ctntin’ 6) many 
immediate suburbs. But, that Leta millions of dollars, and to ask explanations and apologies for the 
to is subject to | acts of Spanish officials, whose zeal for the repression of rebellion 

military of one or the other party. It is reported, | sometimes blinds them to the immunities belonging to the unof- 
on authority that, at the demand of the com- | fending citizens of a friendly power. It follows from the same 
mander in chief of the a army, the putative Cuban gov- | causes that the United States.is compelled to actively police a long 
has now given up all attempt to exercise its functions, | line of seacoast against unlawful expeditions, the escape of which 

ving that government confessedly a bestreason | the utmost vigilance will not always suffice to prevent. 

fact) agovernment merely | These inevitable entanglements of the United States with the 
on a. rebellion in Cuba, the American property interests affected, 
ere the and considerations of philanthropy and humanity in = 

have led to a vehement demand in various quarters for some sor 
of tive intervention on the part of the United States. Jt was 
numbers, discipline, and at could y fail to _ at proposed that belligerent rights should be accorded to the 

they oe 


; 
: 
i 
Le 


SS advantage. are called upon to face a ts—a proposition no longer urged because untimely and 
general om. that can choose and does choose operation clearly perilous and injurious to our own 
S own ground, that the nature of the country is visible or | interests. It has since been and is now sometimes contended that 
visible at pleasure, and pot mage only from ambuscade and | the independence of the insurgents should be recognized. But 
when all the Sonat of and numbers are on its side. | imperfect and restricted as the Spanish government of the island 
PS eee where all that is indispensable to life in the way of | may be, no other exists there—unless the will of the military 
clothing, and Ecaeat to iecieioethen detached Gene officer in temporary command of a icular district can be dig- 
a bred on the soil, it is obvious that there @ limit | nified as a ies of government. It is now also suggested that 
the time during which hostilities of this sort ese een ca the United States should buy the island—a suggestion possibly 
Meanwhile, as in all cases of protracted civil , the passions | worthy of consideration if there were any evidence of a desire or 
eee net eee and more inflamed and excesses on | willingness on the part of Spain to entertain such a proposal. It 
sides become more frequent and more They are | is urged, finally, that, all other methods failing, the existing in- 
also participated in by bands of marauders, now in the name | ternecine strife in Cuba should be terminated by our intervention, 
of one party and now in the name of the , a8 may best suit | even at the cost of a war between the United States and Spain—a 
occasion, harry the country at will and plunder its wretched | war which its advocates confidently prophesy could be neither 

for their own aan Sach a condition of in its proportions nor doubtful in its issue. 
would inevitably entail immense of property even correctness of this forecast need be neither affirmed nor 
oe Se eee & wean te sevens on males ae denied. The United States has nevertheless a character to main- 
But such seemed aay Span- | tain as a nation, which plainly dictates that right and not might 
the rule of its conduct.. Further, though the United 
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H 
il 
! 
i 
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i 
f 
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not a nation to which eisa necessity, it isin truth - 
pacific of powers, and desires nothing so much as to live 
in amity with all world. Its own ample and diversified do- 
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to the same end that in pursuance general orders | mains satisfy all possible longings for territory, preclude all 
Spanish garrisons are now being withdrawn a dreams of conquest, and prevent any casting of covetous eyes upon 
oS rural population aenen to concentrate in the | neighboring regions, however attractive. That our conduct 
The sure result id seem to be that the industrial | toward Spain and her dominions has constituted no exception to 

value of the island is fast diminishing, and that unless there is a | this national disposition is made manifest by the course of our 
speedy and radical change in snag amg it will soon dis- | Government, not only thus far during the present insurrection, 
but during the ten years that followed the rising at Yara in 1968. 


No other great power, it may safely be said, under circumstances 
of similar pengientier, would have manifested the same restraint 
and the same patient endurance. It may also be said that this 
t attitude of the United States toward Spain in connec- 
with Cuba unquestionably evinces no slight respect and re- 

to ae onthe part of the American people. They in truth 
io not forget her connection with the discovery uf the Western 

i nor do they underestimate the great qualities of tho 
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The of the utter ruin of an adjoining country, Spani , nor fail to fully recognize their splendid natriot- 

nature one of the most fertile and charming on the globe, Coat ism and at age ome oad devotion to the national honor. 
Fae Se ces eentenes he Government tin ty the; They view with wonder and admiration the cheerful resolution 
States in ge Samy meme In point of fact, have | with which vast bodies of men are sent across thousands of miles 


is —s means of a wholly sentimental | of ocean, and an enormous debt accumulated, that the costly pos- 
. ion of the Gem of the Antilles may still hold its place in the 
Crown. And yet neither the Government nor the people 


Be plantropic 
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of the United States have shut their eyes to the course of events 
in Cuba, nor have failed to realize the existence of conceded griev- 
ances, which have led to the present revolt from the authority of 
Spain—grievances recognized by the Queen Regent and by the 
Cortes, voiced by the most patriotic and enlightened of Spanish 
statesmen, without regard to party, and demonstrated by reforms 
proposed by the executive and approved by the legislative branch 
of the Spanish Government. It isin the assumed temper and dis- 
position of the Spanish Government to remedy these grievances, 
fortified by indications of influential public opinion in Spain, that 
this Government has hoped to discover the most promising and 
effective means of composing the present strife, with honor and 
advantage to Spain and with the achievement of all the reasonable 
objects of the insurrection. 

It would seem that if Spain should offer to Cuba genuine auton- 
omy—a measure of home rule which, while preserving the sover- 
eignty of Spain, would satisfy all rational requirements of her 
Spanish subjects—there should be no just reason why the ifi- 
cation of the island might not be effected on that basis. Such a 
result would appear to be in the true interest of all concerned. 
It would at once stop the conflict which is now consuming the 
resources of the island and making it worthless for whichever 
party may ultimately prevail. It would keep intact the posses- 
sions of Spain without touching her honor, which will be con- 
sulted rather than —eeenes by the adequate redress of admitted 

ievances. It would put the prosperity of the island and the 

ortunes of its inhabitants within their own control, without sev- 
ering the natural and ancient ties which bind them'to the mother 
country, and would yet enable them to test their capacity for self- 
government under the most favorable conditions. It has been 
objected on the one side that Spain should not promise autonomy 
until her insurgent subjects lay down their arms; on the other 
side, that. promised autonomy, however liberal, is insufficient, 
because without assurance of the promise being fulfilled. 

But the reasonableness of a requirement by Spain, of uncondi- 
tional surrender on the part of the insurgent Cubans before their 
autonomy is conceded, is not altogether apparent. It ignores 
important features of the situation—the stability two years’ dura- 
tion has given to the insurrection; the feasibility of its indefinite 
prolongation in the nature of things, and as shown by past expe- 
rience; the utter and imminentruin of the island, unless the pres- 
ent strife is speedily composed; above all, the rank abuses which 
all parties in Spain, all branches of her Government, and all her 
leading public men concede to exist and profess a desire to remove. 
Facing such circumstances, to withhold the proffer of needed 
reforms until the parties demanding them put themselves at 
mercy by throwing down their arms, has the appearance of neg- 
lecting the gravest of perils and inviting suspicion as to the sin- 
cerity of any professed willingness to grant reforms. The 
objection on behalf of the insurgents—that promised reforms can 
not be relied upon—must of course be considered, though we 
have no right to assume, and no reason for assuming, that any- 
thing Spain undertakes to do for the relief of Cuba will not be 
done according to both the spirit and the letter of the undertaking. 

Nevertheless, realizing that suspicions and precautions on the 
part of the weaker of two combatants are always natural and 
not always unjustifiable—being sincerely desirous in the interest 
of both as well as on its own account that the Cuban problem 
should be solved with the least possible delay—it was intimated 
by this Government to the Government of Spain some months 
ago that, if a satisfactory measure of home rule were tendered 
the Cuban insurgents, and would be accepted by them upon a 

aranty of its execution, the United States would endeavor to 

nd a way not objectionable to Spain of furnishing such guar- 
anty. While no definite response to this intimation has yet been 
received from the Spanish Government, it is believed to be not 
altogether unwelcome, while, as already suggested, no reason is 
reeived why it should not be approved by the insurgents. 
either party can fail to see the importance of early action and 
both must realize that to prolong the present state of things for 
even a short period will add enormously to the time and labor and 
expenditure necessary to bring about the industrial recuperation 
of the island. It is therefore fervently hoped on all grounds that 
earnest efforts for healing the breach between Spain and the in- 
surgent Cubans, upon the lines above indicated, may be at once 
inaugurated and pushed to an immediate and successful issue. 
The friendly offices of the United States, either in the manner 
above outlined or in any other way consistent with our Constitu- 
tion and laws, will always be at the disposal of either party. 

Whatever circumstances may arise, our policy and our interests 
would constrain us to object to the uisition of the island or an 
interference with its control by any other power. 

It should be added that it can not be reasonably assumed that 
the hitherto expectant attitude of the United States will be indef- 
initely maintained. While we areanxious toaccord all due t 
to the sovereignty of Spain, we can not view the pending conflict 








DECEMBER 7, 





in all its features and properly apprehend our inevitably close re- 
lations to it and its possible results without considering that by the 
course of events we may be drawn into such an unusual and un- 
recedented condition as will fix a limit toour patient waiting for 
pain to end the contest, either alone and in her own way or with 
our friendly cooperation. 

When the inability of Spain to deal successfully with the insur- 
rection has become manifest and it is demonstrated that her sov- 
ereignty is extinct in Cuba for all purposes of its rightful existence 
and when oo struggle for its reestablishment has degener- 
ated into a strife which means nothing more than the useless sacri- 
fice of human life and the utter destruction of the very subject- 
— of the eee a erat Gate eaten which our 
obligations to the sovereignty o: i su b her 
obligations, which we can hardly hesitate to recognize tos 
charge. Deferring the choice of ways and methods until the time 
for action arrives, we should make them depend upon the precise 
conditions then existing; and they should not be douoiiaeh upon 
without giving careful heed to eee involving our 
honor and interest or the international duty we owe to Spain. 
Until we face the oerseitay cae aia or the situation is by 
other incidents imperatively c , we should continue in the 
line of conduct heretofore pursued, thus in all circumstances ex- 
hibiting our obedience to the requirements of public law and our 
regard for the duty enjoined upon us by the position we occupy in 
the family of nations. 

A contemplation of emergencies that may arise should plainl 
lead us to avoid their creation, either through a careless disregard 
of present duty or even an undue stimulation and ill- ex- 
pression of feeling. But I have deemed it not amiss to remind 
the Congress that a time may arrive when a correct policy and 
care for our interests, as well as a regard for theinterests of other 
nations and their citizens, joined by- considerations of humani 
and a desire to see a rich and fertile country, intimately rela 
to us, saved from complete devastation, will constrain our Govern- 
ment to such action as will subserve the interests thus involved 
and at the same time promise to Cuba and its inhabitants an 
opportunity to ge Boe blessings of peace. 

he Venezuelan boundary Me erage has ceased to be a matter 
of difference between Great Britain and the United States, their 
respective Governments having yore upon the substantial pro- 
visions of a treaty between Great Britain and Venezuela submit- 
ting the whole controversy to arbitration. The provisions of the 
treaty are so eminently just and fair that the assent of Venezuela 
thereto may confidently be anticipated. s 

Negotiations for a treaty of general arbitration for all differ- 
ences between Great Britain and the United States are far ad- 
vanced and promise to reach a successful consummation at an 


early date. 


The scheme of examining applicants for certain consular posi- 
tions, to test their competency and fitness, adopted under an Ex- 
ecutive order issued on the 20th of September, 1895, has fully 
demonstrated the usefulness of this innovation. In connection 
with this plan of examination,’ promotions and transfers of deserv- 
ing — have been quite extensively made, with excellent 
results. 

During the past year 35 appointments have been madein the 
consular service, 27 of which were made to fill vacancies caused 
by death or resignation or to supply newly created posts, 2 to suc- 
ceed incumbents removed for cause, 2 for the ——— of displacing 
alien consular officials by American citizens, and 4 merely chang- 
ing the official title of incumbent from commercial agent to omme. 
Twelve of these appointments were transfers or promotions from 
other positions under the Department of State, 4 of those appointed 
had rendered — service under the Department, 8 were made 
of persons who passed a satisfactory examination,.7 were a 
pointed to places not included in the order of September 20, 1895, 
— 4 appointments, as above stated, involved no change of incum-. 

cy. 


The i tion of consular offices provided for by an 
tion for t at purpose at the last session of the Con ny ro 
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productive of such wholesome effects that I rtant 
work will in the future be continued. I know of nothing that can 
be done with the same slight expense so improving to the service. 

I desire to repeat:the recommendation con in my last an- 
nual m resi- 


essage, in favor of providing at public expense 
dences for our ambassadors and ministers at foreign capitals. 
The reasons supporting this recommendation are strongly stated 
in the report of the Secretary of State, and the subject seems of 
such importance that I hope it may receive the early attention of 
the Congress. 

We have during the last year labored faithfully and against 
unfavorable conditions to secure better preservation of seal life 
in the BeringSea. Both the United States and Great Britain have 
etre yo penta commissioners to these waters to rol ramid 
habi condition of the seal herd and the causes of their 








amounted in value to $882,606,938, being 
dutia i ovcds tenet teste th 39.94 t and 
a e pone e year was 39.94 per cent an 
ee ee terres eee e aoe 
The cost of collecting our revenue was 2.78 per cent, as 
against 2.81 cent for the fiscal year ended June 30,1895. e 
total production of distilled ts, exclusive of fruit brandies, 


was 86,588,703 taxable gallons, 


ng an increase of 6,639,108 gal- 
lons over the preceding year. 


was also an increase of 


ld ex} 
was $112,409,947 and of « silver $60,541,670, an increase of 
$45,941,466 of gold and $13,246,384 of silver over the exportations 
of maine fiscal year. The imports of gold were $33,525,- 
065 and of silver $28,777,186, being $2,859,695 less of gold and 
$8,566,007 more of silver than during the year. 

The total stock of metallic money in the United ‘States at the 
close of the last fiscal rs ended on the 30th day of June, 1896, 
was $1,228,326,035, of which $599,597,964 was in gold and $628,728,- 
071 in silver. 

On the ist day of November, 1896, the total stock of ae of 
all kinds in the country was $2,285,410,590, and the amount in 
circulation, not inclu that in the Treasury holdings, was 
$1,627 055,641, being $22.63 per capita upon an estimated popula- 


tion of 71,902,000 
The production of. the ous metalsin the United States dur- 
ing the calendar year 1895 is estimated to have been 2,254,760 fine 


ounces of gold, of the value. of -$46,610,000, and 55,727,000 fine 
ounces of silver, of the commercial value of $36,445,000 and 
the coinage value of $72,051,000. The estimated production of 
these metals throughout the world during the same iod was 
9,688,821 fine ounces of gold, amoun to $200,285,700 in value, 
and 169,189,249 fine ounces of silver, of the commercial value of 
ty os Mad and of the coinage value of $218,738,100 according to 
our ratio. 

The coinage of these metals in the various countries of the 
world during the same calendar year amounted to $232,701,438 in 
gold and $121,996,219 in silver. 

The total coinage at the mints of the United States during the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 1896, amounted to $71,188,468.52, of 
which $58,878,490 was in gold coins and $12,309,978.52 in standard 
silver dollars, subsidiary coins, and minor coins. 

The number of national banks organized from the time the law 
authorizing their creation was passed, up to October 31, 1896, was 
5,051, and of this number 3,769 were at date last mentioned in 

on ore authorized capital stock of $650,014,895, 
sath L — shareho ders, and ting notes amounting to 
’ ? ° 

The total outstanding circulating notes of all national banks on 

the 3ist day of October, 1896, amounted to $234,553,807, including 


—— of liquidation. The increase in national-bank circulation 
uring the year en on that day was $21,099,429. On October 
6, 1896, when the condition of national banks was last reported, the 
total resources of the 3,679 activeinstitutions was $3,263,685 313.83 
which included $1,893,268,839.31 in loans and discounts and 
rae 783.85 in money of all kinds on hand. Of their liabilities 

,597,891,058.73 was due to individual depositors, and $209,944,019 


consisted of outstanding circulating notes. 
TI ding ‘ ng 
mentioned 
Were 


organized the receding the date last 
28 national vane lansee to MD States, of which 12 
in the Eastern States, with a capital of $1,180,000; 
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6 in the Western States, with a capital of $875,000, and 10 in the 
Southern States, with a capital of $1,190,000. During the year, 
however, 37 banks voluntarily abandoned their franchises under 
the national law, and in the case of 27 others it was found neces- 
sary to appoint receivers. Therefore, as compared with the year 
preceding, there was a decrease of 36 in the number of active banks. 

Thenumberof existing banks organized under State laws is 5,708. 

The number of immigrants arriving in the United States during 
the fiscal year was 343,267, of whom 340,468 were permitted to 
land, and 2,799 were debarred, on various grounds preseribed by 
law, and returned to the countries whence they came, at the ex- 
— of the steamship companies by which they were brought in. 

e increase in immigration over the preceding year amounted 
to 84,731. It is reported that with some exceptions the immigrants 
of the past year were of a hardy laboring class, accustomed and 
able to earn a support for themselves, foe it is estimated that the 
money brought with them amounted to at least $5,000,000, though 
it was probably much in excess of that sum, since only those hav- 

less than $30 are required to disclose the exact amount, and it 
is known that many brought considerable sums of money to buy 
landand build homes. Including all the immigrants arriving whe 
were over 14 years of age, 28.63 per cent were illiterate, as against 
20.87 per cent of those of that age arriving during the preceding 

al The number of immigrants over 14 years old, the 
eountries from which 7 came, and the percentage of illiterates 
among them, were as follows: Italy, 57,515, with 54.59 per cent; 
Ireland, 37,496, with 7 per cent; Russia, 35,188, with 41.14 per cent; 
Austria-Hungary and provinces, 57,053, with 38.92 per cent; Ger- 
many, 25,334, with 2.96 per cent; Sweden, 18,821, with 1.16 per cent, 
while from Portugal there came 2,067, of whom 77.69 per cent wera 
illiterate. There arrived from Japan during the year only 1,110 
i ts, and it is the opinion of the immigration authorities 
that the apprehension heretofore existing to some extent of a large 
oe from Japan to-the United States is without. any su 
stantial foundation. 

From the Life-Saving Service it is reported that the number of 
disasters to decuaeanet vessels within the limits of its operations 
during the year was 437. These vessels had on board 4,608 per- 
sons, of whom 4,595 were saved and 13 lost. The value of such 
vessels is estimated at $8,880,140 and of their cargoes $3,846,380, 
making the total value of property imperiled $12,726,520. Of thia 
amount $11,292,707 was saved and $1,432,750 was lost. Sixty-seven 
of the vessels were totally wrecked. There were besides 248 cas- 
ualties to small undocumented craft, on board of which there were 
594 persons, of whom 587 were saved and 7 were lost. The value 
of the property involved in these latter casualties is estimatéd at 
$119,265, of which $114,915 was saved and $4,350 was lost. The 
life-saving crews during the year also rescued or assisted numer- 
ous other vessels and warned many from danger by signals, both 
by day and night. The number of disasters during the year ex- 
ceeded that of an — year in the history of the service, but 
the saving of both life and property was greater than ever before 
in proportion to the value of the property involved and to the 
number of persons imperiled. 

The operations of the Marine-Hospital Service, the Revenue- 
Cutter Service, the Steamboat-Inspection Service, the Light-House 
Service, the Bureau of Navigation, and other branches of public 
work attached to the Treasury Department, together with various 
recommendations concerning their support and improvement, are 
fully stated in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, to which 
the attention of the Congress is copecialien invited. 

The report of the Secretary of War exhibits satisfactory condi- 
tions in the several branches of the public service intrusted to 
his charge. 

The limit of our military force, as fixed by law, is constantly 
and readily maintained. The present disciplineand morale of our 
— are excellent, and marked progress and efficiency are appar- 
ent throughout its entire organization. 

With the exception of delicate duties in the suppression of slight 
Indian disturbances along our southwestern boundary, in which 
the Mexican troops cooperated, and the compulsory but peaceful 
return, with the consent of Great Britain,of a band of Cree Indians 
from Montana to the British Possessions, no active operations have 
been required of the Army during the year past. 

Changes in methods of administration, the abandonment of 
unnecessary posts and consequent concentration of troops, and 
the exercise of care and vigilance by the various officers charged 
with the msibility, in the expenditure of the appropriaticns, 
have resulted in reducing to a minimum the cost of maintenance 
of our military establishment. 

During the past year the work of constructing permanent 


infantry and cavalry posts has been continued at the places here- 
tofore designated. The Secretary of War repeats his recommen- 
dation that appropriations for barracks and quarters should more 
strictly conform to the needs of the service as judged by the De- 

artment rather than respond to the wishes and importunities of 
focalities. It is imperative that much of the money provided for 
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guch construction should now be allotted to the erection of nec- 
essary quarters for the garrisons assigned to the coast defenses, 
where many men will be needed to properly care for and operate 
modern guns. It is essential, too, t early provision be made 
to supply the necessary force of artillery to meet the demands of 
this service. i‘ i. a i elite tee 

The entire Army has now n equip wi new maga- 
zine arms, and wise policy demands that all Se and 
private resources should be sc employed as to provide within a 
reasonable time a sufficient number to supply the State militia 
with these modern weapons and provide an ample reserve for any 
emergency. 

The organized militia numbers 112,879men. Theappropriations 
for its support by the several States approximate $2,800,000 annu- 
ally, and $400,000 is contributed by the General Government. 
Investigation shows these troops to be usually well drilled and 
inspired with much military interest, but in many instances 
are so deficient in proper arms and equipment that a sudden 
to active duty would find them inadnenettihe prepared for field 
service. I therefore recommend that prompt measures be taken 
to remedy this condition, and that every encouragement be given 
to this deserving body of unpaid and voluntary citizen sol 5 
upon whose assistance we must largely rely in time of trouble. 

During the past year rapid progress has been made toward the 
completion of the scheme adopted for the erection and armament 
of fortifications along our seacoast, while equal progress has been 
made in providing the material for submarine defense in connec- 
tion with Sere a ‘ 7 i 

It is peculiarly gratifying at this time to note the great advance 
that has been San in this mae? aes — the date 
of my annual message to the Fifty-third Congress at the openi 
of its second session, in December, 1893. At that time I aon 
the Congress of the approaching completion of nine 12-inch, twenty 
10-inch, and thirty-four 8-inch high-power steel guns, and seventy- 
five 12-inch rifled mortars. 

This total then seemed insignificant when compared with the 
great work remaining to be done. Yet it was none the less a 
source of satisfaction to every citizen when he reflected that it 
represented the first installment of the new ordnance of American 
design and Amcrican manufacture, and demonstrated our ability 
to supply from our own resources guns of unexcelled power and 
accuracy. 

At that date, however, there were practically no i upon 
which to mount these guns, and only 31 emplacements for guns 
and 64 for mortars. Nor were all these emplacements in condition 
to receive their armament. Only one high-power gun was at that 
time in position for the defense of the entire coast. 

Since that time the number of guns ae completed has been 
increased to a total of twenty-one 12-inch, fifty-six 10-inch, sixty- 
one 8-inch high-power breech-loading steel guns, ten rapid-fire 
guns, and eighty 12-inch rifled mortars. in addition, there are in 
process of construction one 16-inch-type gun, fifty 12-inch, fifty- 
six 10-inch, twenty-seven 8-inch high-power guns, and sixty-six 
12-inch rifled mortars; in all, 428 guns and mortars. 

During the same year, immediately preceding the re- 
ferred to, the first modern gun carriage had been completed and 
eleven more were in process of construction. All but one were of 
the nondisappearing type. These, however, were not such as to 
secure necessary cover for the artillery gunners against the intense 
fire of modern machine rapid-fire and high-power guns. 

The inventive genius of ordnance and civilian experts has been 
taxed in designing carriages that would obviate this fault, result- 
ing, it is believed, in the solution of this difficult problem. Since 
1893 the number of gun carriages constructed or building has been 
raised to a total of 129, of which 90 are on the disappearing prin- 
ciple, and the number of mortar carriages to 152, while the 95 
emplacements which were provided for prior to that time have 
been increased to 280 built and building. 

This improved situation is largely due to the recent generous 
response of Congress to the recommendations of the War Depart- 
ment. 

Thus we shall soon have complete about one-fifth of the com- 
prehensive system, the first step in which was noted in my mes- 
—— Congress of December 4, 1893, 

it is understood that a masonry emplacement not only 


furnishes a platform for the heavy modern high-power gun, but | such 


also in every particular serves the purpose and takes the place of 
the fort of festear days, the importance of the work accomplished 
is better comprehended. 

In the hope that the work will be ae with no less 
in the future, the Secretary of War has submitted an estimate 
which, if allowed, there will be provided and either built or build- 
ing by the end of the next year such additional guns, mor- 
tars, gun ee and emplacements as will represent not far 
from one-third of the total work to be done under the plan 
for our coast defenses, thus affording a prospect that the entire 
work will be substantially cotaahaiel within six years. In less 
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The experience and results of the 
with a continuation of present the cost of the re- 
eneteting Ses SON Se eenes Se at estimate. 

We should al keep in mind that of 


guarantee us against them. They temptation to war, but 
against it. national diplomacy y in accord with all 
the tenbitions of cepmaiiaass L 

y a detailed and state- 
ekg eee 
The ownership and management by the Government of - 
tiaries for the & - of those convict in United Stats 
co violationsof Federal laws, many years has been 
a subject of Executive at last toa ex- 

tent been realized utilization of the abanduned 


the Leavenworth 


the penitentiaries where convicted violators are 
It appears that since the transfer of the Fort Leavenworth 
military prison to its uses the work previously done by 
i confined there, 
provided, has been discontinued. 
On all grounda. ts de sentetiagies Sodieiine 
grounds, y 
fined in this penitentiary be allowed to resume work of this 


ption. 
It is most gratifying to note the satisfactory results that have 
followed the inauguration of the new system provided for by the 
act of May 28, 1896, under which certain Federal officers arecom- 
pensated by salaries instead of fees. The new was put in 
operation on the ist day of July, 1896, and 'y the great 
economy it enforces, its prevention of abuses, and its oon i A 
a better enforcement of the laws, are strikingly apparent. 
tailed evidence of the usefulness of this long but now 
happily accomplished reform will be found clearly set forth in the 
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Our Post-Office Department is in condition, and the exhibit 
made of its i daring the focal peor ended Suns 20. 1808, 
om Sisfectory, The ‘eotal saieke tales oom 
is very sa’ ¥ ear were 
$82, 499,208. 40. The total expenditures ee oem ex- 
clusive of $1,559,898.27 which was earned by the Pacific railroads 
for transportation and credited on their debt to the Government. 
There was an increase of i over the previous year of 
$5,516,080.21, or 7.1 per cent, isbatee 1b 4 
$3,836,124.02, or 4.42 per cent. The deficit was $17679,956.19 less 
than that of the preceding year. The chief of the 
poste cocvine op: a law and are in the control of 
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the postal service and the 
The free matter carried Departments, offices 
‘etc., of So ae and for Corgress, in pounds, amounted 
© this ie offsct against for and stations, the 
rental of which would more than compensate for such free 
service, we have this g 
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The remainder of our postal revenue, amounting to something 
more than $5,000,000, == derived from box rents, registry fees, 


Th tire expenditures of ies Depertnenes ineludi for 
e en : ut pay 
_ ee ee a 
may be considered as receiving, ‘ , an 
‘delivering the above mail matter. It thus appears that though the 
second-class matter constituted more than two-thirds of +he total 
iat was carried, the revenue derived from it was less than one- 
lirtieth of the total expense. 
‘The average revenue from each pound of first-class 
REE cb teciniisat tinier intstie viinete eirele ane whtoninimin mice 
ifrom each pound of second class._.-...............-- 84 
(Of the second class 52,348,297 was county-free matter. ) 
#rom each pound of third class_...........- Diaidienmeanian 13.1 cents 
rom each pound of fourth class .............--...... 15. 6 cents 


The h in weight of second-class matter has been from 
299,000, — in 1894 to 312,000,000 in 1895, and to almost 
et 1896, and it is quite Apes increasing draw- 
-back is far outstripping any possible gro postal revenues. 

Our mail service should of course be such as to meet the wants 
and even the conveniences of our people, at pe pot NN 
‘them so light as perhaps to exclude the idea of our Post-Office 
i t being a ees but.in the face of a 
eonstantly povumeing beielinay te revenues, and in view of the 
‘fact that we supply the best mail] service in the world, it seems.to 
me it is quite time to correct the abuses that swell enormously 
our annual deficit. If weconcede the public policy of carrying 
‘weekly newspapers freein the county of publication, and even the 
Bae ~ a cesiotieaies there ae oe cake b- 
‘ newspapers an ‘can be no excuse for su 
qocting the service to the further immense and increasing loss 

volved in carrying at the nominal rate of 1 cent a pound the 
serial libraries, sometimes including trashy and even harmful lit- 
erature, and other matter which, under the loose interpretation of 
a loose statute, has been ven second-class rates, thus 
absorbing all profitable returns ved from first-class matter, 
which pays three or four times more than its cost, and producing 


a } annual loss to be paid by general taxation. If such 
second-class matter merely the cost of its our deficit 


would disappear and a surplus result which might be used to give 
tthe people still better mail facilities or cheaper rates of letter 
recommend that legislation be at once enacted to cor- 
ese abuses and introduce better business ideas in the regu- 


have demonstrated that certain 


service. There should 
sestue-dtaaedines ~ 
SS SS 
(ployed in 


I-am convinced that the small a attending the inaugura- 
y 


tion of these reforms would act be.a profitable investment. 

I especially recommend such a recasting of the appropriations 
by Congress, for the Post-Office tment, as will permit the 
Postmaster-General to proceed with the work of consolidating 

. This work has already been entered upon sufficiently 
fully demonstrate, by experiment and experience, that such 
consolidation is preductive of better service, larger revenues, and 
less expenditures, to say nothing of the further advantage of grad- 
ually withdrawing ‘post-offices from the spoils system. 
e Universal Postal Union, which now embraces all the civi- 
lized world, and whose delegates will represent 1,000,000,000 peo- 
, will hold its fifth congress in the city of Washington in May, 
897. ‘The United States may be said to have taken the initiative 
which'led to the first meeting of this congress at Berne in 1874, 
and the formation of the Universal Postal Union, which brings 
service of all countries to every man’s neighberhood 
and wrought marvels in cheapening postal rates and secur- 
ing absolutely safe mail communication thronghout the world. 
Previous congresses have met in Berne, Paris, Lisbon, and Vi- 
enna, and the respective countries in which they have assem)led 
have made generous provision for their accommodation and for 
the reception and entertainment of the delegates. 

In view of the importance of this assemblage and of its deliber- 
ations, and of the honors and hospitalities accorded to our repre- 
sentatives by other countries on similar occasions, I earnestly hope 
that such an appropriation will be made for the expenses neces- 
sarily attendant upon the coming meeting in our capital city as 
will be worthy of our national hospitality and indicative of our 
appreciation of the event. 

the work of the Navy Department and its present condition 
are fully exhibited in the report of the Secretary. 

The construction. of vessels for our new Navy has been energet- 
ically prosecuted by the present Administration upon the general 
lines previously adopted, the Department having seen no necessity 
for'radical changes in prior methods under which the work was 
found ‘to be progressing in‘a manner highly satisfactory. It has 
been decided, however, to provide in every shipbuilding contract 
that the builder should ‘pay all trialexpenses, and it has also been 
determined to pay no speed premiums in future contracts. Ths 
premiums recently earned and some yet to be decided axe fea- 
tures of the contracts made before this conclusion was reached. 

On March 4, 1893, there were in commission but 2 armored 
vessels, the double-turreted monitors Miantonomoh and Monterey. 
Since that date, of vessels theretofore authorized, therg have 
been placed in their ‘first commission 3 first-class and 2 second- 
class battle ships, 2 armored cruisers, 1 harbor-defense ram, 
and 5 double-turreted monitors, including the Maine and the 
Puritan, jast completed. Eight new unarmored cruisers and 2 
new gunboats have also been commissioned. The Jowa, another 
battle ship, ‘will be completed abheut March 1, and at least 4 
more gunboats will be ready for sea in the early spring. 

It is gratifying to state that our ships and their outfits are be- 
lieved to be equal to the best that can be manufactured elsewhere, 
and that such notable reductions have been made in their cost as 
to justify the statement that quite a number of vessels are now 
being constructed at rates as low as those that prevail in European 
shipyards. 

ur manufacturing facilities are at this time ample for all pos- 
sible naval contingencies. Three of our Government navy-yards, 
those at Mare Island, Cal., Norfolk, Va., and Brooklyn, N. Y., 
are equipped for shipbuilding, our ordnance plant in Washington 
is equal to any in the world, and at the torpedo station we are 
successfully making the highest grades of smokeless powder. 
Three first-class private shipyards, at Newport News, Philadel- 
phia, and San Francisco, are building battle ships; 11 contractors, 
situated in the States of Maine, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, and the State of Washington, are 
constructing gunboats or torpedo boats; 2 plants are manufac- 
turing large quantities of first-class armor, and American facto- 
ries are producing automobile torpedoes, powder, projectiles, 
rapid-fire guns, and everything else necessary for the complete 
outfit of naval vessels. 

There have ‘been authorized by ‘Congress since March, 1893, 5 
battle ‘ships, 6 light-draft gunbeats, 16 torpedo boats, and | sub- 
marine torpedo boat. Contracts for the building of all of them 
have been let. The Secretary expresses the opinion that we have 
for the presenta sufficient supply of cruisers and gunboats, and 
that hereafter the construction of battle ships and torpedo boats 
will supply our needs. 

Much attention has been given to the methods of carrying on 
departmental business. Important modifications in the regula- 


tions have been made, tending ‘to unify the control of shipbuild- 
ing, as far as may be, under the Bureau of Construction and 
ir,and also to improve the mode of purchasing supplies for 
Navy by the Bureau of — and Accounts. 
t, under 


the The estab- 


recent acts of Congress, of a supply fund, with 
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which to purchase these supplies in large quantities, and other 
modifications of methods, have tended materially to their cheap- 
ening and better quality. 

The War College has developed into an institution which it is 
believed wiil be of great value to the Navy in teaching the science 
of war, as well as in stimulating professional zeal in the Navy; 
and it will be especially useful in the devising of plans for the 
utilization, in case of necessity, of all the naval resources of the 
United States. 

The Secretary has persistently adhered to the plan he found in 
operation for securing labor at navy-yards, through boards of 
labor employment, and has done much to make it more complete 
and efficient. The naval officers who are familiar with this sys- 
tem and its operation express the decided opinion that its results 
have been to vastly improve the character of the work done at 
our yards and greatly reduce its cost. 

Discipline among the officers and men of the Navy has been main- 
tained to a high standard, and the percentage of American citizens 
enlisted has been Very much increased. 

The Secretary is considering, and will formulate during the com- 
ing winter, a plan for laying up ships in reserve, thereby largely 
colada the cost of maintaining our vessels afloat. This plan con- 
templates that battle ships, torpedo boats, and such of the cruisers 
as are not needed for active service at sea shall be kept in reserve, 
with skeleton crews on board to keep them in condition, cruising 
only enough to insure the efficiency of the ships and their crews 
in time of activity. 

The economy to result from this system is too obVious to need 
comment. 

The Naval Militia, which was authorized a few years ago as an 
experiment, has now develo into a body of enterprising — 
men, active and energetic in the discharge of their duties an 
promising great usefulness. This establishment has nearly the 
same relation to our Navy as the National Guard in the different 
States bears to our Army; and it constitutes a source of supply for 
our naval forces the importance of which is immediately apparent. 

The report of the Secretary of the Interior presents a compre- 
hensive and interesting exhibit of the numerous and important 
affairs committed to his supervision. Itis impossible in thiscom- 
munication to do more than briefly refer to a few of the subjects 
concerning which the Secretary gives full and instructive infor- 
mation. 

The money appropriated on account of this Department and 
for its disbursement for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896; 
amounted to more than $157,000,000, or a greater sum than was 
appropriated for the entire maintenance of the Government for 
the two fiscal years ended June 30, 1861. 

Our public lands, originally amounting to 1,840,000,000 acres, 
have been so reduced that only about 600,000,000 acres still re- 
main in Government control, excluding Alaska. The -balance, 
being by far the most valuable portion, has been given away to 
settlers, to new States, and torailroads, or sold at a comparatively 
nominal sum.. The patenting of land-in execution of railroad 

nts has progressed rapidly during the year, and since the 4th 
day of March, 1893, about 25,000,000 acres have thus been con- 
veyed to these corporations. 

agree with the Secretary that the remainder of our public lands 
should be more carefully dealt with and their alienation guarded 
by better economy and greater prudence. 

The commission appointed from the membership of the National 
Academy of Sciences, provided for by an act of Congress, to formu- 
late plans for a national forestry system, will, it is hoped, soon be 
prepared to present the result of thorough and intelligent exami- 
nation of this important subject. 

The total Indian population of the United States is 177,235, ac- 
cording to a census made in 1895, exclusive of those within the 
State of New York and those comprising the Five Civilized Tribes. 
Of this number there are approximately 38,000 children of school 
age. During the year 23,3893 of these were enrolled in schools. 
The progress which has attended recent efforts to extend Indian 
school facilities, and the anticipation of continued liberal appro- 
priations to that end, can not fail to afford the utmost satisfaction 
to those who believe that the education of Indian children is a 
prime factor in the accomplishment of Indian civilization. 

It may be said in general terms that in every particular the 
improvement of the Indians under Government care has been 
most marked and encouraging. 

The Secretary, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and the 
agents having charge of Indians to whom allotments have been 
made a urge the passage of a law prohibiting the sale of 
liquor to allottees who ee taken their lands in severalty. I 
earnestly join in this recommendation, and venture to express the 
hope that the Indian may be speedily protected against this great- 
est of all obstacles to his well-being and advancement. 

The condition of affairs among the Five Civilized Tribes, who 
occupy large tracts of land in the Indian Territory and who have 
governments of their own, has assumed such an aspect as toren- 
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der it almost Lampe Be ser that there should be an entire change 
in the relations of these Indians to the General Government. | 
This seems to be n in furtherance of their own in 


ecessary terests, 
as well as for the protection of non-Indian residents in their ter- | 


ritory. A commission o ized and empowered under several . 
recent laws is now negotiating with these Indians for the relin- 
quishment of their courts and the division of their common lands 
in severalty, and are aiding in the settlement of the troublesome 
— of tribal mem ; p. The on of ab first - 
ers of negotiation was not encouraging; but throu ence 
and such conduct on their as demonstrated that their inten- 
tions were friendly and in the interest of the tribes, the 
of success has become more p . The effort 


be to 
save these Indians from the 


uences of their own mistakes 


gression. A change is also needed to protect life perty 
through the operation of courts conducted according To strict 
justice and strong enough to enforce their mandates. 

As a sincere friend of the Indian, I am exceedingly anxious that 
these reforms should be accomplished with the consent and aid of 
the tribes, and that no necessity may be presented for radical 
or drastic legislation. I hope, therefore, that the Commission 
now conducting negotiations will soon be able to that 

core has been made toward a friendly adjustment of existing 
Imcuities, 

It appears that a very valuable a of gilsonite or asphaltum 
has been found on the reservation in Utah occupied by the Uncom- 
pahgre Ute Indians. ae consideration of care for the public 
interest and every sensible business reason dictate such manage- 
ment or disposal of this important source of public revenue as will 
except it from the general rules and incidents attending the ordi- 
nary disposition of public lands, and secure to the Government a 
fair share at least of its eee in place of its transfer for a 
nominal sum to interested individuals, 

I indorse the recommendation made ov present Secretary of 
the Interior, as well as his predecessor, that a permanent commis- 
sion, consisting of three members, one of whom shall be an army 
officer, be created to perform the duties now devolving upon the 
Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner of Indian Affaire. The 
management of the Bureau involves such numerous.and diverse 
details, and the advan of an uninterrupted policy are so 
a ee that I hope the change suggested will meet the approval 
of the Congress. 

The diminution of our enormous pension roll and the decrease 
of pension Se which have been so often confidently fore- 
told, still fail in material realization. The number of pensioners 
on the rolls at the close of the fiscal year ended June 30,1896, was 
970,678. This is the number ever reported. The amounl 
paid exclusively for pensions during-the year was $138,214,761.94- 
a slight decrease from that of the preceding year, while the totat 
expenditures on account of pensions, including the cost of main, 
taining the ent and attending pension distribu- 


tion, amounted to $142,206,550.59, or within a very small fraction 
of one-third of the entire expense of supporting Government 
during the same year. The number of new pension certificates 


issued was 90,640. Of these, 40,374 t original allowances 
of claims, and 15,878 increases of caleba pe ; 

The number of persons receiving from the United 
States but residing in foreign coun at the close of the last 
fiscal year was 3,781, and the amount paid to them during the year 
was $582,735.38. 

The sum appropriated for the pa t of ons for the cur- 
rent fiscal year, ending June 30, 1 is $140,000,000, and. for the 
succeeding year it is estimated that the same amount will be nec- 


essary. 

The Commissioner of Pensions reports that during the last fiscal 
= 339 indictments were found against violators of pension 

ws. Upon these indictments 167 convictions resulted. 

In my opinion, based upon such statements as these and much 
other information and observation, the abuses which have been 
allowed to creep into our pension system have done incalculable 
harm in demoralizing our people and und citizen- 
ship. I have endeavored within my sphere of Sere. 
tect our pension roll and make it what it should be, a roll of honor, 
containing the names of those disabled in their country’s 
and worthy of their country’s affectionate remembrance. 

I have seen those who pose as the soldiers’ friends active and alert 
in urging greater laxity and more reckless pension expen 

while nursing selfish schemes, I have deprecated the approach of a 
situation when n retrenchment and enforced economy may 
lead to an attack upon pension abuses so determined as to over- 
look the discrimination due to those who, worthy of a nation’s 
care, <— to live and die under the protection of a nation’s 
gratitude. 

The Secretary calls attention to the public interests involved in 
an adjustment of the obligations of the Pacific railroads to the 














Snes ee ae especially pre- 
to gress. 
sent this subject ; consideration : 2 oat 

i the subsidy bonds issued by 
the United States in aid of the construction of the Union Pacific 


Fe 
2 
i 
iH 


th ific Railroad C pany, 
fallen due and been paid or must on that day be paid e Gk 
Without any reference to the application of the sinking 
the Treasury, this will create such a default on the 
of these companies tothe Government as will give it the right 


at once institute ings to foreclose its mortgage lien. In 
addition to this ednnobuses whteks will be due Jan 1, 1897, 


there will mature between that date and January 1, 1899, the re- 
principal of such subsidy bonds, which must also be met 
the. t. These amount to more than $20,000,000 on 
account of Union Pacific lines, and exceed $21,000,000 on account 
of the Central Pacific lines. iiss ne 
Thesituation of these.roads and the condition of their indebted- 
ness to the Government have been fully set forth in the reports of 
various committees to the present and prior sses, and as 
early as 1887 they were thoroughly examined by a special commis- 
sion appointed pursuantto an actof Congress. The considerations 
requiring an evenness of the Government’s relations to the com- 
panies have been clearly presented, and the conclusion reached 
with cal. ~aiiorni , that if these relations are not termi- 
nated they should be revised upon a basis securing their safe con- 
tinuance 


Under section 4 of the act of Con March 3, 1887, the 
President is charged with the duty, in the event that any mort- 
or other incumbrance ount to the interest of the United 
e Pacific railroads shall exist and be 
lawfully liable to be enforced, to direct the action of the Depart- 
ments of Treasury and of Justice in the protection of the interest 
of the United States by redemption or ugh — proceed- 
; including foreelosures of the Government liens. 
view of the fact that the C has for a number of years 
had under consi various plans for deal- 
ing with the tions existing between these roads and the Gov- 
ernment, I have thus far felt justified in withholding action under 
the statute above mentioned. é 
In the case of the Union Pacific Company, however, the situa- 
tion has become especially and Gussetianety urgent. Proceedings 
have been instituted to foreclose a first mortgage upon those aided 
parts of the main lines upon which the Government holds a sec- 
ond and<subordinate mortgage lien. In uence of those 
proceedings and increasing complications, ad to the default 
ing on the ist day of January, 1897, a condition will be 
_at that. date, so far as this com is concerned, that 
must emphasize the mandate of the.act.of 1887 and give to Exec- 
utive duty under its provisions a more imperative t. There- 
fore, unless. Co: shall otherwise director shall have previ- 
ously ‘upon a different solution of the problem, there 
will hardly to exist any reason for —— beyond the 
date of the default above mentioned such Executive action as will 
to subserve the public interests and save the Government 
the loss threaten: further inaction. 
is so intimately related to the 
e and the ——- of our nation that it 
receive the care encouragement of the Gov- 
ernment. From small beginnings it has grown to be the center of 
——— bee age eee aid and enccanpeeant 
agricultural efforts. Large sums of money are annually appro- 
ee ae of this - ee aa it must 
confessed legislation relating not always been 
in the interest of practical farming, or properly guarded 
waste and extra ce. So far, however, as public 
has been ap fairly and sensibly to help those who 
y till the soil, no expenditure has been more profitably made 


or more —— approved by oa 

Under the present management of the Department its usefulness 
has been enhanced in every direction, and at the same time strict 
economy has been enforced to the utmost extent permitted by 
Congressional action. From the report of the Secretary it eueeees 
that throngh careful and prudent financial management he has 
ye a ag tem a large sum from his appropriations, aggregatin, 
during his incum and up to the close of the present fiscal 
year nearly one-fifth of the entire amount ap ted. These 
results plished by a conscientious study of the 


g 


yg ag instead of partisan politics. 


The Secretary reports the value of our exports of farm 


during the last fiscal year amounted to $570,000,000, an 
os ome $17,000,000 over those of the year immediatel 


re- 
This statement is not the less welcome because of the ‘act 
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that, notwithstanding such increase, the proportion of exported 
agricultural prodxcts to our total exports of all descriptions fell off 
during the year. The benefits of an increase in agricultural exports 
being assured, the decrease in its proportion to our total exporis is 
the more gratifying when we consider that it is owing to the fact 
thatsuch total exports for the year increased more than $75,000,000. 

Thelargeand increasing exportation of our agricultural products 
su, ts the great usefulness of the organization lately established 
in the Department for the purpose of giving to those engaged in 
farming eee reliable information concerning the condition, 
needs, and advantages of different foreign markets. Inasmuch as 
the success of the farmer depends upon the advantageous sale of 
his products, and inasmuch as foreign markets must largely be the 
destination of such products, it is quite apparent that a knowledge 
of the conditions and wants that affeet those markets ought to 
result in sowing more intelligently and reaping with a better 
——— of profit. Such information points out the way to a pru- 

ent foresight in the selection and cultivation of crops and toa 
release from the bondage of unreasoning monotony of production, 
a glutted and depressed market, and constantly recurring unprofit- 
able toil. 

In my opinion the gratuitous distribution of seeds by the Depart- 
ment as at present conducted ought to be discontinued. No one 
can read the statement of the Secretary on this subject and doubt 
the extravagance and questionable results of this practice. The 
professed friends of the farmer, and certainly the farmers them- 
selves, are naturally expected to be willing to rid a Department 
devoted to the promotion of farming interests of a feature which 
tends so much to its discredit. 

The Weather Bureau, now attached to the Department of Agri- 
culture, has continued to extend its sphere of usefulness, and by 
an uninterrupted improvement in the accuracy of its forecasts has 
greatly increased its efficiency as an aid and protection to all whose 
occupations are related to-weather conditions. 

ne further reference to the operations of the Department, 
I commend the Secretary’s report and the suggestions it contains 
to the careful consideration of the Congress. 

The progress made in civil-service reform furnishes a cause 
for the utmost congratulation. It has survived the doubts of its 
friends as well as the rancor of its enemies and has gained a per- 
manent-place among the agencies destined to cleanse our politics 
and to improve, economize, and elevate the public service. 

There are now in the competitive classified service upward of 
eighty-four thousand places. ‘More than half of these have been 
included from time to time since March 4, 1893. A most rgdical 
and sweeping extersion was made by Executive order dated the 
6th day of May, 1896, and if fourth-class postmasterships are not 
included in the statement it may be said that practically all posi- 
tions contemplated by the civil-service law are now classified, 
Abundant reasons exist for including these postmasterships, 
based upon economy, improved service, and the peace and quiet 
of neighborhoods. If, however, obstacles prevent such action at 
present, I earnestly hope that Congress will, without increasing 
post-office a so adjust them as to permit in proper 
cases a consolidation of these post-offices, to the end that throngh 
this process the result desi vel " 
plished. 

The civil-service rules as amended during the last year provide 
for a sensible and uniform method of promotion, basing eligi- 
bility to better itions upon demonstrated efficiency and faith- 
fulness. The absence of fixed rules on this subject has been an 
infirmity in the system more and more apparent as its other bene- 
fits have been better appreciated. 

The advantages of civil-service methods in their business aspects 
are too well understood to require argument. Their application 
has become a necessity to the executive work of the Government. 
But those who gain positions through the operation of these 
methods should be made to understand that the nonpartisan 
scheme through which they receive their appointments eocevie 
from them, by way of reciprocity, nonpartisan and faithful per- 
formance of duty under every Administration, and cheerful fidel- 
ity to every chief. While they should be encouraged to decently 
exercise their rights of citizenship and to support through their 
suffrages the political beliefs they honestly profess, the noisy, pes- 
tilent, and partisan employee, who loves political turmoil and con- 
tention, or who renders lax and grudging service to an Adminis- 
tration not representing his political views, should be promptly 
and fearlessly dealt with in such a way as to furnish a warning to 
others who may be likewise disposed. 

The annual report of the Commissioners will be duly transmit- 
ted, and I commend the important matter they have in charg2 to 
the careful consideration of the Congress. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has, during the last year, 
supplied abundant evidence of its usefulness and the importance 
of the work committed to its charge. ; 

Public transportation is a universal necessity, and the question 
of just and reasonable charges therefor has become of vital im- 
portance not only to shippers and carriers, but also to the vas¢ 


may to a limited extent be accom- 
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multitude of producers and consumers. The justice and equity 
of the principles embodied in the existing law passed for the pur- 
pose oF regulating these charges are everywhere conceded, and 
there appears to be no question that the policy thus entered upon 
has a permanent place in our legislation. 

As dhe present statute when enacted was, in the nature of the 
case, more or less tentative and experimental, it was hardly ex- 
pected to supply a complete and adequate system. While its 
wholesome e are manifest and have amply justified its en- 
actment, it is evident that all desired reforms in transportation 
methods have not been fully accomplished. In view of the judicial 
interpretation which some provisions of this statute have received 
and the defects disclosed by the efforts made for its enforcement, 
its revision and amendment appear to be essential to the end that 
it may more effectually reach the evils designed to be corrected. 
I hope the recommendations of the Commission upon this subject 
will be promptly and favorably considered by the Congress, 

I desire to recur to the statements elsewhere made concernin 
the Government's receipts and expenditures for the purpose 
venturing upon some suggestions touching our present tariff law 
and its operation. 

This statute took effect on the 28th day of August, 1894. What- 
ever may be its eee a acomplete measure of tariff re- 
form, it must be conceded that it has opened the way to a freer 
and greater exchange of commodities between us and other coun- 
tries, and thus furnished a wider market for our products and 
manufactures. : . 

The only entire fiscal year during which this law has been in 
force ended on the 30th day of June, 1896. In that year our 
imports increased over those of the previous year more than 
$6 500,000, while the value of the domestic products we exported, 
and — — markets abroad, was nearly $70,000,000 more 
than during the preceding year. 

Those who insist that the cost to our people of articles comin 
to them from abroad for their needful use should only bei 
through tariff charges to an extent necessary to meet the e 
of the Government, as well as those who claim that tariff charges 
may be laid upon such articles beyond the necessities of Govern- 
ment revenue, and with the additional purpose of se increasi 
their price in our markets as to give American manufacturers an 
producers better and more profitable opportunities, must agree 
that our tariff laws are only primarily justi as sources of rev- 
enue to enable the Government to meet the necessary expenses of 
its maintenance. Considered as to its sufficiency in this aspect, 
the present law can by no means fall under just condemnation. 
During the only complete fiscal year of its operation it has yielded 
nearly $8,000,000 more revenue than was received from tariff 
duties in the preceding year. There was, nevertheless, a deficit 
between our receipts and expenditures of a little more than 
$25,000,000. This, however, was not unexpected. 

The situation was such in December last, seven months before 
the close of the fiscal year, that the Secretary of the Treasury fore- 
told a deficiency of $17,000,000. The great and increasing appre- 
heusion and timidity in business circles and the depression in 
activities intervening since that time, resulting from causes per- 
fectly well understood and entirely disconnected with our tariff 
law or its operation, seriously checked the imports we would have 
other wise received, and readily account for the difference between 
this estimate of the Secretary and the actual deficiency, as well as 
for a continued deficit. Indeed, it must be confessed that we could 
hardly have had a more unfavorable period than the last two years 
for the collection of tariff revenue. We can not reasonably hope 
that our recuperation from this business depression will be sud- 
den, but it has already set in with a promise of acceleration and 
continuance. 

I believe our present tariff law, if allowed a fair opportunity, 
will in the near future yield a revenue which, with reasona 
economical expenditures, will overcome all deficiencies. In the 
meantime no deficit that has occurred or may occur need excite or 
disterb us. To meet any such deficit we have in the Treasury. 
im addition to a gold reserve of one hundred millions, a’surplus of 
more than $128,000,000 appiicable to the payment of the expenses 
of the Government, and which must, unless expended for that 
purpose, remain a useless hoard, or, if not <xtravagantly wasted, 
must in any event be perverted from the p of its exaction 
from our people. Se panes, therefore, of any deficiency in 
the revenue from this is nothing more than its proper and 
legitimate use. The Government, thus applying a surplus fortu- 
nately in its Treasury to the payment of expenses not met by its 
current revenues, is not at all to be likened to a man living beyond 
his income and thus incurring debt or encroaching on his a 

It is not one of the functions of our Government to accum 
and make additions to a fund not needed for immediate expendi- 
tare. With individuals it isthechief object of struggle and effort. 
The application of an accumulated fund by the Government to 
the payment of its running expenses is a duty. An individual 
living beyond his income and embarrassing himself with cp 
drawing upon his accumulated fund of principal, is either 





tunate or improvident. ee leeien te ebres aqeenunes 
charged with the duty of for the benefit of the people 
and for all money it receives from any source, 
and the indi who is expected to manifest a natural desire 
to avoid debt or to accumulate as much as possible and to live 
within the income derived from such accumulations, to the end 
pang Tree Ben ft Po nner ve ane entree Poesy 

ture use and enjoyment of himself or the objects love 

immeasura) our surplus to pay- 
it to become an invita- 


supreme importance, 
it is the palpable duty of every just government to make the bur- 
ee ee ss sible. The should not be 
the stress of their Government’s necessity made manifest. 
This reference to the condition and of our revenues 
an allusion to the 


more than thirty years ago brought in its train the destruction of 


property, the of our country’s substance, and the 
ment of brethren... ‘These are now past and fergotten. Even 


loss of life the conflict entailed is but asacred memory. 
which fosters patriotic sentiment and keeps alive a tender 
died. And yet there remains with us 


temporary 
ing influence, this should not lull us into a false security nor lead 
us to forget the suddenness of past visitations. 

srk pone anh eden aaiaetereema eee nee 
financial peace an un vernment currency obliga- 
See Se en ee ee 
withdrawn from circulation and canceled. This might be done, 
as has been heretofore recommended, by their exchange for long- 
term bonds bearing a low rate of interest or by their 

with the proceeds of such bonds. Even if only the United 
notes known as greenbacks were thus retired, it is probable that 
the Treasury notes issued in payment of silver purchases under 
the act of July 14, 1890, now paid in gold 


not create much , as they ht, from time to time, 
when received in the on in gold or otherwise, 
be — and prudently by silver coin. 

is plan of issuing bonds for the purpose of cer- 


tainty cgetun'te be the aeaeeadien eek eee aes ee 
needed reform. In default of this, however, it would be a step in 
the right direction if currency obligations redeemable in gold, 
whenever so redeemed, should be canceled instead of ao 
sued. This operation would be aslow remedy, but it would im- 
prove present conditions, ~* 
National banks should redeem their own notes. 
allowed to issue circulation to the par value of bonds 
security for its redemption, and the tax on their cireulation should 
be es to one-fourth = cent. tot United 
considering projects retiremen States notes 
and Treasury notes issued under the law of 1890, [am of the opin- 
ion that we have placed too much stress con- 
tracting the eee oud have octumnanel 








‘ are defended it is usually on the ground that though they 
ts they also reduce prices and thus may benefit, the 
public. It must be however, that a reduction of 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 7, 1896. 


a day fixed by the Constitution for the annual 
of Congress, the House of Representatives of the Fifty- 
fourth assembled in their Hall for their second session 
at 12 o’clock m. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. THomas B. REEp, a Representative 
from the State of Maine) called the House to order. 

The Chaplain of the House, Rev. H. N. Coupsgn, offered the 


re prayer: 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we approach Thee in the 


This 
m 


air attitude of prayer and devotion because we believe in Thee as not 


results fall far short of compensating the pa- 
ble evils charged to the account of trusts and es. 
tendency is to crush out individual independence and to hinder or 


ity, in which he has an individual lot, and inter- 
scsed Eo all thon aff ects the advantages of business of which he is 
a factor, to be ar oir oe eeerrnnnes 0 © 

t machine, little free will, with no duty that of 
five obedience, and with little or of rising in 
the scale of responsible 


and monopolies is due the widespread and popul 
aversion in which they are held and not upreasonable insist- 
ence that, whatever may be their tal economic advan 


their general effect upon personal character, prospects, and use ; 


ness can not be otherwise 
to deal with this matter b 
thus far have prov 
tion or attempt to 
ves as inter- 


countries. 
that this is the limit of the remedy 
Sough Raney, be found that Federal 
to reach the case, there can be 
of several States to act effectively in 
there should be no reason to doubt their willing- 


perplexing extravagance is easy, but a return to 

cult. When, however, it is considered that those the 
ens of taxation have no of honest care save in the 

lity of their public servants, the duty of all possible retrench- 


ment 

When our differences are f and our contests of polit- 
ical opinion are no nothing in the retrospect 
of our public service 


recollection of official Dantteeiiaied onl the ae Ps 

memory of a 
constant devotion to the interests of our confiding fellow-country- 
men. 


GROVER CLEVELAND. 


Mr. HOAR. I move that the message lie on the table and be 
The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate 

Mr. CALL. I ask the Senator from to allow me to offer 
resolution. 

Mr. CULLOM. Oh, no; let us start in with routine business in 


the x 
I think it is proper the Senate should take an 


Mr. 
So 
VICE-PRESIDENT. ns qunstinn Sn an ths mation of the 
Senator from Maine. 


The motion was to; and (at 3 o’clock and 35 minutes 
m.) the Senate until to-morrow, Tuesday, Decem- 
8, 1896, at 12 o’clock meridian, 


only the creator and upholder of all things but that Thou dost 
presideover thedestiny of men and of nations. Hitherto Thou hast 
shaped the progress of our Union and made it strong and great. 
Continue, we beseech Thee, to guide our destiny, that the genius 
of our Republic may more and more obtain. May the harmony 
which prevails throughout our borders continue. Keep us ever 
in with all the world. 
less our President and all others in authority, that they may be 
- by Thy wisdom to a faithful performance of all their duties. 
less the Congress nowconvened. Make it an instrument in Thy 
hands to the promotion of great good. 
Be iously near to the friends and families of those who have 
departed this life since we last met. Comfort them with the 


ar | blessed hope of immortality; and let Thy kingdom come in the 


hearts of men that Thy will may be done in all the earth, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed to call the roll of mem- 
bers by States. - 
The roll was called, showing the presence of the following-named 
Members and Delegates: 
ALABAMA. 
Milford W. Howard. 
Joseph Wheeler. 
Truman H. Aldrich. 
ARKANSAS. 
William L. Terry. 
Hugh A. Dinsmore. 
Robert Neill. 
CALIFORNIA. 
James G. Maguire. 
Eugene F. Loud. 


COLORADO. 
John C. Bell. . 
CONNECTICUT. 
Ebenezer J. Hill. 


FLORIDA. 
Charles M. Cooper. 
GEORGIA. 
Thomas G. Lawson, 
Farish Carter Tate. 
J. ©. C. Black. 
Henry G. Turner. 
ILLINOIS. 
Walter Reeves. 
Joseph G. Cannon, 
Joseph V. Graff. 
John I. Rinaker. 
James A. Connolly. 
son Wood. 
Orlando Burrell. 
Everett J. Murphy. 
George W. Smith. 


William F. Aldrich. 
Albert T. Goodwyn. 
John H. Bankhead. 


Philip D. MeCulloch. 
John 8. Little. 
Thomas C. McRae. 


John A. Barham. 
Grove L. Johnson. 
Samuel G. Hilborn. 


John F. Shafroth. 


E. Stevens Henry. 
Nehemiah D. Sperry. 


Stephen M. Sparkman. 


J. Frank Aldrich. 
William Lorimer. 
Hugh R. Belknap. 
Charles W. Woodman. 
George E. White. 
Edward D. Cooke. 
George E. Foss. 
Albert J. Hopkins. 
Robert R. Hitt. 
George W. Prince. 
INDIANA. 

George W. Faris. 

J. Frank Hanly. 

Jethro A. Hatch, 

George W. Steele. 

J. D. Leighty. 

IOWA. 

John A. T. Hull. 

William P. Hepburn. 

Alva L. Hager. 

Jonathan P. Dolliver. 

George D. Perkins. 

KANSAS. 

Charles Curtis. 

W. A. Calderhead. 

William Baker. 

Chester I. Long. 
KENTUCKY. 


James A. Hemenway. 
Alexander M. Hardy. 
Jesse Overstreet. 
Henry U. Johnson. 
Charles L. Henry. 


Samuel M. Clark. 
David B. Henderson. 
Thomas Updegraf?. 
Robert G. Cousins. 
John F. Lacey. 


Richard W. Blue. 
Case Broderick. 
O. L. Miller. 

8. 8S. Kirkpatrick. 


John D. Clardy. William C. Owens, 
W. Godfrey Hunter. James B. McCreary. 
Walter Evans. Samuel J. Pugh. 
Albert 8. Berry Joseph M. Kendall. 
: LOUISIANA. 
Adolph Meyer. Charles F. Buck. 
MAINE. 


Seth L. Milliken. 


Thomas B. Reed. 
Nelson Dingley, jr. Charles A. Boutelle. 
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Joshua W. Miles. 
William B. Baker 
Harry W. Rusk. 


Ashley B. Wright. 
Frederick H. Gillett. 


Joseph Henry Walker. 


Lewis Dewart Apsley. 
William 8. Knox. 
W. H. Moody. 


John B. Corliss. 
George <valdin~. 
Alfred Minoo. 
Henry F. Thomas. 
William Alden Smith. 


James A. Tawney. 
Joel P. Heatwole. 


John M. Allen. 
John C. Kyle. 


Charles N. Clark. 
Uriel 8. Hall. 


Alexander M. Dockery. 


George C. Crowther. 
Robert T. Van Horn. 
David A. De Armond } 
John P. Tracey. 


Jesse B. Strode. 
David H. Mercer. 


Cyrus A. Sulloway. 


Henry C. Loudenslager. 


John J. Gardner. 
Benjamin F. Howell. 
Mahlon Pitney. 


Richard C. McCormick. 


Israel F. Fischer. 
Charles G. Bennett. 
James R. Howe, 
Franklin Bartlett. 
John M. Mitchell. 
Henry C. Miner. 
Amos J. Cummings. 
William Sulzer. 
George B. McClellan. 
Richard C. Shannon. 


Ben L. Fairchild. 
Benjamin B. Odell, jr. 
Jacob Lefever. 


Harry Skinner. 
Fred. A. Woodard. 
John G. Shaw. 
William F. Strowd. 


Charles P. Taft. 
Jacob H. Bromwell 
Paul J. Sorg. 
Fernando C. ue 
Francis B. De Witt. 
Lucien J. Fenton. 
Charles H. Grosvenor. 


Binger Hermann. 


Galusha A. Grow. 
George F. Huff. 
Henry H. Bingham. 
Robert Adams, jr. 
Frederick Halterman. 
John E. Reyburn. 
Alfred C. rmer. 
John B. Robinson. 
Irving P. Wanger. 
Joseph J. 


Hart. 
Constantine J. Erdman. 


Marriott Brosius. 
Joseph A. Scranton. 
John Leisenring. 


W. Jasper Talbert. 
Asbury ©. Latimer. 


CONGRESSIONAL 


MARYLAND. 


John K. Cowen. 
George L. Wellington. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


William E. Barrett. 

Samuel W. McCall 

John F. Fitzgerald. 

William F. Draper. 

Elijah A. Morse. 

John Simpkins. 
MICHIGAN. 


David D. Aitken. 
Roswell P. Bishop. 
John Avery. 

Samuel M. Stephenson. 


MINNESOTA. 


Andrew R. Kiefer. 
Loren Fletcher. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Thomas C. Catchings. 
Walter M. Denny. 


MISSOURL 


Joel D, Hubbard. 
William M. Treloar. 
Richard G. Bartholdt. 
Seth W. Cobb. 

John H. Raney. 
Norman A. Mozley. 
Charles G. Burton. 


MONTANA. 


Charles S. Hartman. 


NEBRASKA. 
William E. Andrews. 


NEVADA. 


Francis G. Newlands. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Henry M. Baker. 


NEW JERSEY. 


James F. Stewart. 
Richard Wayne Parker. 
Thomas McEwan, ir. 
Charles Newell Fowler. 


NEW YORK. 


Frank 8. Black. 

George N. Southwick. 
David F. Wilber. 
Newton M. Curtis. 
Wallace T. Foote, jr. 
Charles A. Chickering, 
James 8. Sherman. 
George W. Ray. 
Theodore b. Poole. 
Sereno E. Payne. 
Charles W. Gillet. 
James W. Wadsworth. 
Henry C. Brewster. 
Rowland B. Mahany. 
Charles. Daniels. 
Warren B. Hooker. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


A. C. Shuford. 
Romulus Z. Linney. 
Richmond Pearson. 


NORTH DAKOTA. 
Martin N. Johnson. 


OHIO. 
David K. Watson. 
Winfield 8. Kerr. 
Henry C. Van Voorhis. 
Addison 8. McClure. 
Robert W. Tayler. 
Stephen A. Northway. 
Theo. E. Burton. 


OREGON. 
William R. Ellis. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Charles N. Brumm. 
Ephraim M. Woomer. 
James H. Codding. 
Monroe H. Kulp. 
Thaddeus M. Mahon, 
James A. Stahle. 
Josiah D. Hicks. 
Daniel B. Heiner. 
John Dalzell. 
William A. Stone. 
Thomas W. Phillips. 
Charles W. Stone. 
William C. Arnold 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Stanyarne Wilson. 
John L. McLaurin. 


SOUTH DAKOTA. 
John A. Pickler. 








TENNESSEE. 
W. C. Anderson. Nicholas N. Cox. 
Betis ie iene temo 
mton n. ames 
James D. Ri Josiah Patterson. 
TEXAS. 
Sam. Bro Cooper. C. Pendleton, 
Charles i K. Bell 
David B. Culberson. Joseph D. Sayers. 
Joseph W. Bailey. Miles Crowley. 
Jo Abbott. George H. Noonan, 
UTAH. 
Clarence E. Allen. 
VERMONT. 
H. Henry Powers. 
VIRGINIA. 


William A. Jones. 
Robert T. Thorp. 
Claude A. Swanson. 
Peter J. Otey. 


Smith ‘ Turner. 
Henry St. G. Tucker, 
WASHINGTON. 
William H. Doolittle. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


James H. Huling. 
Warren Miller. 


WISCONSIN. 


Blackburn B. Dovener. 
Alston G. Dayton. 


Henry A. Cooper. 
Joseph W. Beboock. 
Theobold Otjen. 
Samuel A. Cook. 
WYOMING. 


Frank W. Mondell. 


ARIZONA. 
Nathan O. Murphy. 


NEW MEXICO. 
Thomas B. Catron. 


OKLAHOMA. 
Dennis T. Flynn. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk announces that 287 members have 
responded to their names. A quorum being present, the House is 
now ready to proceed to business. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Cox, its Secretary, announced 
that the Senate had passed the. following resolutions: ; 


Resolved, That the Secretary inform the House of Representatives that 
quorum of the Senate is assembled, and the Senate is ready to proceed to 


ess. 

Resolved, That mmittee consisting of two Senators be appointed, to join 
oiahenmeeniatanae aa oS ee aren wee 
upon the President of the United States and inform that a quorum 
each House is assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive any commu- 
nication he may be pleased to make. 

The message further announced that, in compliance with the 
last-recited resolution, the Vice-President had appointed as said 
committee Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. Smiru. 


SWEARING IN OF A MEMBER. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that there are some 
apse wag whose credentials are at the desk and who should 
be sworn in. 

The credentials of Hon. J. William Stokes, as Representative- 
elect from the Seventh district of South Carolina, were read. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection to the certificate, the 
member-elect will be sworn in. 

Mr. Stokes (having been escorted to the Clerk’s desk by Mr, 
Lae) was duly qualified by taking the oath prescribed by 


aw. 

The Clerk read the credentials of Hon. Charles J. Boatner as 
member-elect from the Fifth district of Louisiana. 

Mr. MEYER. Mr. Speaker, my colleague, Mr. Boatner, is un- 
avoidably detained from the House to-day. He is expected here 
in two or three days, when I trust he may be sworn in. 

NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. CANNON offered the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of three members be ted on the 


the House, to join the committee already appointed Senate, to wait 
the ome tce and inform him thata eet the tro Houses has embled, 
may 


—o Congress is ready to receive any comm 
e. 

The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. Cannon, 
Mr. Payne, and Mr. TURNER of as the committee on the 
part of the House under the resolution just adopted. 

NOTIFICATION TO SENATE. 

Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 
on Roma at ccsmainees ens appeared, and that the eel wale g 
6 Lo 
proceed to business. 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 


roMe GAMBLE, for ten days, on account of im t business. 
To Mr. DANForRD, in y, on account of business; and 
To Mr. KLEBERG, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

RECESS. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. ker, I move that the House take 
a recess untill 1 o’clock and 30 minutes p.m. to-day. ‘ 

The SPEAKER. In the absence of objection, that order will be 
made. 


There was no objection; and accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 47 
minutes ty the Speaker declared the House in recess until half 
past 1 0’ . 

The recess having at 1 o’clock and 30 minutes p.m. the 
House resumed its ae ay 

Mr. DEINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House take a 
further recess until 2 o'clock. 3 

There being no objection, the motion was to by unani- 
mous consent; and ngly (at 1 o’clock and 31 minutes p. m.) 
the was in recess until 2 o’clock. 

At 2 o’clock p. m. the House resumed its session. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO WAIT UPON THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. CANNON, from the committee appointed by the House to 
join a similar committee of the Senate to wait upon the President 
and notify him that a quorum of both Houses had assembled and 
that nares was y to receive any communication he might 
be to make, reported that they had performed that duty 
and were informed by the President that he would immediately 
communicate with the Congress in writing. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

A message from the President of the United States in writing 

was communicated to the House by Mr. PRuDEN, one of his secre- 


taries. 
ae SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the message of the Presi- 
t. 


The message was read at length. ; 
For pon ayy of this date.] _ 
r. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I present the following resolu- 
tion for immediate consideration. 
The Clerk read.as follows: 


Resolved. That the m of the President be committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on state of the Union and, with the accompanying 
documents, printed. 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Speaker,is the message of the President de- 
batable on that motion? 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the tleman from Maine is 
debatable.. The gentleman from Maine is recognized if he desires 
to debate the resolution. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I donot know what the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania desires. Does he wish to debate the motion? 

Mr. GROW. I would like to discuss the message either now or 
when we go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I think it would be better if the gentleman 
deferred the discussion until the House goes into Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. GROW. I am satisfied either way. I shall only want a 
few minutes. 

The resolution of Mr. DiINGLEY was then agreed to. 

PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, reported a bill (H. R. 9473) making appropriations for the 


yment of invalid and other pensions of the United States for 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to be ted and referred to the Committee of the 


Whole House on the state of the Union. 
DEATH OF HON. CHARLES F. CRISP. 
Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is my painful dut 
to have to announce to the House the untimely death of my col- 


league, the Hon. CHARLEs F. Crisp, late a member of this y; 
which occurr "in the city of Atlanta, Ga., on the 28d day of Oc- 


last. 
At some later in the session we will ask the House to a 
t a time when friends here may pay fitting tribute to 
guished character and to his eminent public services. At 
the mt time I offer the following resolutions for immediate 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Hon. CHARLES Ome oe = Seton Gates wo 
5 , . ° 
Resolved, That as a mark of respect to his memory the House do now ad- 


Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Sena’ 

The resolutions were agreed to; and accordingly the House (at 
8 o'clock and 45 minutes p. m.) adjourned until ido 
y: 


’clock to-mor- 
row, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
munications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
follows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmittin 
areport of the contingent expenses of the Department for the fisca 
year ending June 30, 1896—to the Committee on Expenditures in 
the Treasury Department. 

A letter from Hon. Alexander McDowell, Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, transmitting a report for the period from De- 
cember 2, 1895, to June 30, 1896, showing the names of persons 
employed, the time of employment, the sums paid each, itemized 
statement of the expenditures of the contingent fund, the station- 
ery account, etc.—to the Committee on Accounts, and ordered to 
be printed. 

A letter from the Architect of the Capitol, transmitting a state- 
ment as to the filtration of water used in the Capitol building, in 
obedience to a provision in the ‘‘Act making appropriations to sup- 

ly deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscai year endins 
Sue 80, 1896,” etc.—to the Committee on Appropriations, oak 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
Fletcher B. Neblett, administrator of Richmond T. Rutledge, de- 
ceased, against The United States—to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the cases of 
Milton Taylor, administrator of Henry Shobe, deceased, Nimrod 
Shobe, and Solomon Shobe against The United States—to the Com-~ 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of the 
heirs of Augustine M. Swain against The United States—to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be ‘printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
Sarah E. Maddux, wife of J. C. Maddux, administrator of Creed 
T. Wise, deceased, against The United States—to the Committee 
on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of Agriculture, transmitting a de- 
tailed statement of the expenditures of all appropriations for the 
Department of Agriculture for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1896, including supplementary account to date—to the Committee 
on Expenditures in the Agricultural Department, and ordered to 
be printed. 

A letter from Bernard R. Green, the officer in charge of the 
construction of the building for the Library of Congress, trans- 
mitting hisreport of the construction of the building for the year 
ending December 1, 1896—to the Committee on the Library, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, 
transmitting an inventory of books, maps, and pamphlets remain- 
ing in the folding room December 7, 1896—to the Committee on 
Accounts, 

A letter from the United States Commissioner of Fish and 
Fisheries, transmitting a statement showing expenditures under 
all appropriations for propagation of food-fishes during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1896, and also under certain other appro. 
priations—to the Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fish- 
eries, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the chief clerk of the Court of Claims, 
transmitting statements of all judgments rendered by said court 
for the year ending December 5, 1896, including the amounts 
thereof, etc.—to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

A letter from the Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, 
transmitting a list of all books, pamphlets, furniture, etc., de- 
stroyed, due to the collapse of the annex folding room—to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts. 

A letter from the Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, 
transmitting a statement of sales of waste paper—to the Commit- 
tee on Accounts. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a copy 
of a rt of the Government directors of the Union Pacific Rail- 
way Company for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896—to the 
Committee on Pacific Railroads. 

A letter from the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representa- 
tives, transmitting listof property in his charge December 1, i896— 
to the Committee on Accounts. 

A letter from the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representa- 
tives, transmitting a statement showing receipts and disburse- 
ments = office to December 1, 1896—to the Committee on 

un 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 


the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. DRAPER, from the Committee on Patents, to which was 
referred the bill of the Senate (S. 2306) entitled ‘‘An act to amend 
Title LX, chapter3, of the Revised Statutes, relating tocopyrights,” 
reported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 

No. 2200); which said bill and report were referred to the House 
lendar. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Joint Select Committee of Congress on 
Alcohol in the Manufactures and Arts, appointed under authority 
of section 2 of the act of June 8, 1896, pursuant to the provisions 
of said act, submitted the report (No. 2291) of said committee; 
which said report was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 8 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
lowing titles were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire: A bill (H. R, 9465) to 
amend section 3519 of the Revised Statutes, to provide for the 
coinage of gold and silver by the United States, and appre priat- 
ing money for that purpose—to the Committee on inage, 
Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: A bill (H. R. 9466) to onmenll section 3449 
of the Revised Statutes—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A bill (H. R. 9467) granting to the Muscle 
Shoals Power Company the right to erect, construct, operate, and 
maintain dam or dams, inlet and outlet races or canals, and power 
station or stations in the Tennessee River at Muscle Shoals, in the 
State of Alabama—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. BAKER of New ees A bill (H. R. 9468) to 
enable the Commissioners of the District of Columbia to refuse a 

rmit to erect stables and to grant one for the erection of dwell- 
ere to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

v Me. COOPER of Texas: A bill (H.R. 9469) to constitute a 
new division of the eastern judicial district of Texas, and to — 
vide for the holding of terms of court at Beaumont, Tex., for 
the aes of a clerk for said court—to the Committee on 
the Judi 

By Mr. ~ WELLIN GTON (by request): A bill (H. R. 9470) to 
incorporate the Washington and Gettysburg Railway Company— 
to be Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ADAMS: A bill (H. R. 9471) to increase the efficiency 
of ‘tee foreign service of the United States, and to provide for the 
reorganization of the consular service—to the Committee on For- 
=, Affairs. 

y Mr. BERRY: A bill (H. R. 9472) to amend chapter 111 of 
the acts of the third session of the Fifty-third Congress—to the 
Committee on Public Buil and Grounds. 

By Mr. MAHANY: A bill (#1. i. 9487) to prevent the employ- 
ment of migratory aliens on Government work—to the Commit- 
tee on Labor. 

By Mr. LORIMER: Joint resolution (H. Res. 202) relative to 
improvement of Chicago River from its mouth to the stock » 
on its South Branch, and to Belmont avenue, on the North 
Branch—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. WOODMAN:. Joint resolution (H. Res. 208) recog- | vith 
nizing the independence of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign | to 
Affairs. 





PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


oe nder — 1 - Rule XXII, ee ate bills of the following titles 
Sy kt ted and referred as follows: 
BAKER of New Hampshire: A bill (H.R. 9474) oe 
hy. a pension to Pheroba A. Hale, widow of Jonathan D. 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
vin BELL of Texas: A bill (H.R. 9475) for the relief of Cal- 
oo the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. BERRY: A bill (H.R. 9476) for the benefit of George 
enderson, of Campbell County, Ky.—to the Committee on 


luvalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9477) ting a pénsion to Christian Hohn— 
to the Committee on Inv id Pensions. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 947 2 as a pension to 


7 I, Valentine—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


tion 
Mr. CROWTHER: A bill (H.R. 9479) granting a pension to | the 


By ohn---to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Mr, JENKINS: A bili (H. R. 9480) for the relief of Lather 
Horick ‘late first lieutenant Company F, Ninth Regiment New 
York Cavalry—to the Committee on ilitary Affairs. 
By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 9481) to increase the 
of Alice De K. Shattuck—to the Committee on Pensions, 


By Mr. TRACEY: A bill (H. R. 9482) for the relief of James T. 
Anderson—to the Committee on Affairs. 


Panel UPDEGRAFF: A bill (HR S488) for the relief of John 
N the : 


bush—to the on J 
By Mr. WANGER: mitt on Tavalid Penson of Helen 
W. Mauck—to the Committee on In min arson 
a teers WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9485) gran to Isaac 
‘Also as bill (He 400 oer pension to A. Dick- 
a ) a 
son, mother of Andrew P. kson, deceased—to the ao Cicaumateiee 


on Invalid Pensions. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following ret ee 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as 

cha Mr. ADAMS: Petition of the Philadelphia Maritime Ex- 

e, favoring the passage of a bill oe oe 

tia New Tork Mrteie de tie ttee on Appropri- 


— Mr. TRACEY: Affidavits of John H. Jenkins and Hugh 
are in support of House bill No. 8717, ~e to the claim of 
S. Riggs , Civilian scout—to the Committee valid Pensions, ~ 
heed aiken tat support of bil for the relief of David Hansel — 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
—— affidavits of W. D. Hubbard, R. R. Hart, and William 
= well, in support of House bill No. 7248—to the Committee on 
valid Pensions. 


By Mr. UPDEGRAFF: Paper to accompany House bill for the 
relief of John N. Quackenbush—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WOOD: Petition of W. H. Wines and other citizens of 
ty, Ill., against the of House bill No. 4566, 


iotreiianed te by Mr. Loup — second-class mail matter— 
a the Committee on the Pos and Post-Roads. 


tition of Mary A. Dickson, of Edgar , Ill., for an 
act toutes her a pension—to the Cennmittee ¢ on Steel Bietenes 





SENATE. 
TUESDAY, December 8, 1896. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Misvrn, D 
Marion But er, a Senator from the State of North Carolina, 
and GnorGE W. McRasen, » Senator from the State of Oregon, 
ap in their svats 
e Journal of yestesdags puevediings wei madinnd equperel. 
EMPLOYMENT OF ALIENS IN EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 
ae bin een before A —— 
from the Secretary Treasury, reso- 
lution of May 9, 1896, for the number aliens employed 
in the Executive ; which was read, as follows: 
T 
mAs Dee IS Sea 


In response to the resolution of the Senate dated Ihave 
then Sener to state that I have pe ee Pg Sante ey 4 


the 
nat see number of aliens employed 24 this Ss and as 


AS the Gate of the veneia tion 98 aliens Were emple ig on May Te 
Bsay 1, Since that date 12 have 1885 
ie "1896; 1, May 20, 1896; 1, May 1896; 1, May 25, ie, and May 27, 


smployed who came to SR Sore erpeoe cre 
wo eeind in the Untied States bat can furnish no evidence of 
husbands’ citizenship. 


© Serie 


ply to say that it is to me to notice, from the reply 
the of Te vapaes ag ce ge tne 94 

had conspicuous tin the public service have found 
ss since ee es Sees be ee ee to take 
out naturalization papers. I thi ee ee a a 
plished for which resolution was I move that the 


communication lie on the table and be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REPORT OF COMMISSIONER-GENERAL OF IMMIGRATION. 
The OS or laid before the Senate a communica- 


tion, a eat extra copies be printed for the Commissioner- 
General of Immigration. 
The motion was agreed to. 















JUDGMENTS OF COURT OF CLAIMS. — 


from ttorney-General, transmitting a statement judg- 
ments rendered by the Court of Claimsfor the December 


§, 1896, the amounts thereof, the parties in favor rendered, 
etc.; which was referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered 
te be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the clerk 
of the Court of 


to the 
of section Sof the act Congress approved March 3, idl, a list of 
udgments rendered in favor of and the United 
we SON gee og ayn a 
; which, with was referred 
Committee on Indian ail celal to be priate 


LOTS IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 


from the Attorney-General, in te the resolution of Ma 
18, 1896, asking for a list of lots in the city of W auien 


Succ aecebs sf o Saemannnoeelion, Un emgeeting: ten ease 
the result of a . e neces- 
sity of an additional complete the work; which 
was 


Mr. CULLOM. It is somewhat difficult to determine to which 
wind ie aie ae Seecaniadin, ck seababiiy to hoes 
up an ¥ i 
be to the Committee om Appropriations and printed. I 
will make that motion, in the absence of the chairman of the 

committee. 
' The motion was agreed to. 
UNION PACIFIO RAILWAY COMPANY. 
ane Nate Say emer eae = before the Senate a mepemalee. 
from Secretary Interior. transmitting a 0 
directors of thé Union Pacific Hallway Oompany 
for the year ended June 30, 1896; which, with the 
a 
red to be printed. 


FILTRATION OF WATER IN CAPITOL BUILDING. 


tion from the Architect of the Capitol, transmi , ia 
i deficienc 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the annwal re- 
of the Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries for the year ended 
une 30, 1896; which was referred to the Committee.on Fisheries, 
and ordered to be printed. 
‘ REPORT OF SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 


The VICE-PR Senate a communica- 
tion from the Arms of the yom term ree 
and complete account of all bel to the Ui 
in his possession 7, which was read, and, with the 


December 
papers, ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
REPORT OF SECRETARY OF THE SENATE. 
‘on eee before the See ema 
law, a full and complete account of all belonging to the 
United States in his possession on the ee ; 


He nen a 5 Se Be Meee. 

to law, a statement 

of the receipts of the Senate from July 1, 1895, 

a s was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 


with the joint resolution to the Federal census, approved 
March 19, 1896, a of the of Labor on a plan 
for adoption of a permanent service; which was re- 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented resolutions adopted at the 
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Sf ingialntion viding for the be £ th al 
ion pro’ or titer protection .f£ the nation: 
fing; which were referted to the Communities on the Library. 


ation, of 


3 and 4, 1896, favoring the enactment 


¢ also presented resolutions adopted at a meeting of the Mon- 


‘day Club, of Norfclk, Va.. favoring the enactment of legislation 


ing the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which were referred 


to the ittee on Foreign Relations. 


He also ——— @ petition of the Master Car Builders’ Associ- 
icago, Ill., and a petition of the American Railway 
Master Mechanics’ Association, of Chicago, Ill., praying for the 


enactment of legislation —— toward the compulsory use of the 


metric system of weights measures. in the United States; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the Master Car Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, of Chicago, Ill., praying that an appropriation be made 
for the continuance and more rapid advance of the work in the 
Forestry Division of the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry. 

He ted a petition of the Pennsylvania Christian 
Endeavor Snion of Scranton, Pa., praying for the enactment of 
a Sunday-rest law for the District of Columbia; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Pennsylvania Christian 
Endeavor Union of Scranton, Pa., praying for the enactment of 
legislation prohibi interstate gambling by telegraph; which 
was referred to the COmmittee on Interstate Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the Pennsylvania Christian En- 
deavor Union of Scranton, Pa., praying for the enactment of leg- 
islation to substitute voluntary industrial arbitration for railway 
strikes; which was referred to the Committee on Education and 


He also ted a petition of the Pennsylvania Christian En- 
deavor U of Scranton, Pa., praying for the enactment of leg- 
islation providing for the appointment of an impartial commission 
to i the labor problem; which was referred to the Com- 
tion and Labor. 

Mr. MORRILL. I present a letter, in the nature of a petition, 
addressed to the Finance Committee of the Senate, signed by sun- 
dry manufacturing companies of Milwaukee, Wis., praying for 
the passage of the ley tariff bill. I move that the communi- 
cation be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL presented a petition of the Wool Merchants’ 
Association of Philadelphia, Pa., and a petition of sundry wool 
merchants of St. Louis, Mo., praying for the passage of the <o- 
called Dingley tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee 


on k 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of the Manufacturers’ Club 
of . Pa., and a ion of the Wool Merchants’ Asso- 
ciation of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the passage of the so-called 
Dingley tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee on 


ce. 
He also presented sundry memoriais of the Philadelpizia (Pa. ) 
en's Union, No. 4, remonstrating against the loose 
construction by the Board of General Appraisers of the clause in 
the free list of the tariff act of 1894 relating to “scientific books 
and periodicals devoted poe gee scientific research,” which in- 
great injury to their ; which were referred to the Com- 
on Finance. 
also presented a memorial of the War Veterans’ Association 
Allegheny County, Pa., remonstrating against the action of 
the President of the United States in placing certain subordinate 
positions ina large number of the Departments of the Govern- 
ment under civil-service rules and praying that that injustice to 
those who served the Government in the fate rebellion be reme- 
; which — referred to the Comuinittee on Civil Service and 
n 
Mr. QUAY presented the.petition of Paine & Lyne and sun 
other wool merchants of the State of Utah, ular for the ne 
sage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which was referred to the 


eee 


[ 


f ted a communication from members of 
societies of the Colonial Dames of America, in answer to protests 
made by the original New York Society of Colonial Dames of 
America against the passage of Senate bill No. 3087, incorporating 
the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America; which 
was referred to the ‘ittee on the Library. 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition signed by 58 wool traders of 
Boston, Mass., praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley 
tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented a memorial of the Vermont State 
Medical Society of ington, Vt., remonstrating against the 
passage of Senate bill No. 1552, entitled “A bill for the further 
prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia ;” 
—" was referred to the Committee on the District of Colum 
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He also presented a petition of the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation of St. Louis, Mo., praying for the passage of a law raisin 
the age of consent in the District of Columbia; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented resolutions adopted at a meeting of 
citizens of Amesville, Ohio, favoring the enactment of legislation 
for the relief of the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which were 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PERKINS presented a petition of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of San Francisco, Cal., praying for the enactment of legis- 
lation amending the law relating to merchandise imported in 
foreign vessels; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

He also presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
of San Francisco, Cal., praying for the enactment of legisla- 
tion granting protection to the ocean mail steamship service of 
the United States; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

He also presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce of 
San Francisco, Cal., praying that an appropriation be made for 
the improvement of the channel leading to the navy-yard at Mare 
Island, in that State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

Mr. HARRIS presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Chattanooga, Tenn., praying that an appropriation be made 
for dredging in front of the city wharf and Water street in that 
city; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BRICE presented the petition of J. D. Platt, of se ce 
Ohio, praying for ie Peeuaes of the so-called educational-test 
bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of E. A. Willard, secretary of the 
committee of the tea trade of the United States, praying that a 
specific duty be placed upon tea; which was referred to the.Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the A. K. Tatem Label Com- 
pany, of Salem, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation 
restricting immigration; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of Irvin C. Souders, president of 
the Royal Remedy and Extract Company, of Dayton, Ohio, pray- 
ing for the enactment of legislation reforming the postal service; 
— was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 

ds. 

He also presented the petition of John Kalbfleisch, of Claring- 
ton, Ohio, and the petition of Amos Huffman, of Wilmington, 
Ohio, praying for the passage of Senate bill No. 354, providing for 
the adjustment of pensions of those who have lost limbs or have 
been totally disabled; which were referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of sundry vessel owners, manu- 
facturers, and merchants of Cleveland, Ohio, remonstrating 
against the passage of Senate bill No. 924, providing for the erec- 
tion of a bridge across the Detroit River at Detroit, in the State 
of Michigan; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented petitions of the Massillon Board of Trade, of 
Massillon; of the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, of Cleveland; 
of the Laidlaw-Dunn-Gordon Com y, of Cincinnati; of the Na- 
tional Cash Register Company, of a of Messrs. Taplin, Rice 
& Co. and the aces Company, of Akron; of Homer Laughlin, of 
East Live l; of the Sherwin-Williams Company, the Cleveland 
Twist Drill Company, the King Bridge Company, the National 
Screw and Tack Company, the Grasselli Chemical Company, and 
the American Wire Company, of Cleveland, all in the State of Ohio, 

raying for the enactment of legislation providing for the estab- 

ishment of a new department, to be known as the department of 
commerce and manufactures; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr.CALL. I present a communication, in the nature of a peti- 
tion, signed by B. W. Arnold, of Palmetto, Fla., in reference to a 
change in our present system of weights and measures and the 
adoption of the metric system. I move that the communication 
be printed in the form of a miscellaneous document, as it is a val- 
uable and important paper, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

The motior was agreed to. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of the Wool Section, Manu- 
facturers’ Club, of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the ——— of 
the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He algo presented sundry telegrams, in the nature of memorials, 
from Armour & Co., J. C. Ames, C. A. McDonald & Co., W. H. 
Harper, and James H. Milne, of Chicago, Ill., protesting against 
the passage of what is known as the Detroit River bridge bill; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Evanston, I11., 
praying for the enactment of legislation relieving the suffering 
Armenians in Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 








sentatives relative to the death of ex 
the Senate. 





AFFAIRS IN CUBA. 
Mr. CULLOM. I will take the liberty, while I am upon the 


floor, to state that, if agreeable to the Senate, on Thursday morn- 
ing I shall submit some remarks upon the Cuban question. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of resentatives, by Mr. W. J, 


BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, conveyed to the Senate the intelli- 
gence of the death of Hon. Charles F, Crisp, late a Representa- 
tive from the State of Georgia. 


The message also announced that the House had passed the fol- 


lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 


A bill (H. R. 3494 nting a pension to Frances M. Roberts; 
A bill (H. R. 787} or the relief of Henry A. F. Worth; 

A bill (H. R. 66384) ting a pension to Sarah M. Spyker; 

A bill (H. R. 7066) for the relief of John Berrisford; and 

A bill (H. R. 8888) to grant an honorable discharge to Christo» 


pher C. Cummins. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, 


and referred to the Committee on Pensions: 


A bill (H. R. 3494) panties a pension to Frances M. Roberts; 
A bill (H. R. 5787) for the relief of Henry A. F. Worth; and 

A bill (H. R. 6634) granting a pension to Sarah M. Spyker. ~ 
The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, 


and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 


A bill (H. R. 7066) for the relief of John Berrisford; and 
A bill (H. R. 8888) to grant an honorable discharge to Christo- 


pher C. Cummins. 


AMENDMENT TO IMMIGRATION BILL. 
Mr. SEWELL submitted an amendment intended to be 


by him to the bill (H., R, 7864) to amend the immigration laws of 
the a States; which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
prin 


DEATH OF REPRESENTATIVE CRISP. 


Mr. BACON. I ask that the m from the House of re- 
ealigenter Crisp be iatd belore 


Mr. CALL. I ask the Senator from Georgia to allow me to 


offer a resolution. 


Mr. BACON. Ido not desire to interfere with the Senator, 


but—— 


Mr. CALL. I merely wish to offer a resolution that it may lie 


on the table. 


Mr. BACON, .I will yield for that purpose. 
Mr. CALL. I offer the resolution which I send to the desk. I 


ask that it be read and lie on the table. I desire to make some 
observations u it hereafter. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read. 
Mr. GALLINGER. Has that order been reached, I will in- 


quire? I make the point of order that the order of resolutions has 
not been reached. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will recognize the Senator 
from Florida when the order of resolutions is reached, The Chair 
lays before the Senate the resolutions of the House of Representa- 
tives called np py the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. SEWELL. Pending that, if the Senator from Georgia will 
allow me, I wish to introduce a bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This is a privileged matter, from the other 


House. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks it is privileged. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the Senator from Georgia on. 

Mr. BACON. I will not refuse to give way for lavthing thatis 
imperative, but anything which can wait until another day I 
think might very well be now ag 

Mr. CULLOM. Let the resolutions be read. 

Mr. BACON. Iask that the resolutions of the House of Repre- 
sentatives be laid before the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate 
resolutions from the House of Representatives, which will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolutions, as follows: 


_Iy THe House oF REPRESENTATIVES, December 7, 1896. 


Resolved, That | * House has heard with reteuise aires ot the death of 
Hnestoed, That as ° eek of respect to his memory the House do now ad- 
ioncsolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolution to the Senate. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, at some future time I shall ask the 
Senate to appoint a day when eulogies may be heard upon the 
deceased member of the other House, ex-Speaker Crisp. As a 
mark of respect tohis memory, I move that the Senate do now 

ourn. 
e motion was agreed to; and (at 12 o’clock and 26 minutes 

.m.) the Senate urned until to-morrow, Wednesday, Decem- 
| 9, 1896, at 12 o’ meridian, 


> 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


TurEspAyY, December 8, 1896. 
The House met at 12 o’clock m., and was called to order by the 


Speaker. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. CoupDEN. 

a Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

REPORT OF MANAGERS NATIONAL SOLDIERS’ HOME. 

Mr. HULL. Mr.8 er, I understand that the report of the 
Board of Managers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer 
Soldiers is to be laid before the House, and I desire to move that 
the part of it which relates to the government of the Home be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

I also ask leave to offer the following resolution in regard to the 


of the 
PL ESEAKER In reference uired to more than one com- 


mittee of the subjects contained in the rt? : 

Mr. HULL. Ihave not examinedit. I think it isin relation to 
the government of the Home entirely. If they make a report as 
to ediditional buildings, that would go to the mittee on Mili- 
tary Affairs just the same, 1 think. 

‘Mr, CURTIS of New York. It always goes there. 

Mr. CANNON. Let me look at it before the gentleman makes 
his motion. I —. that I shall not antagonize it. — 

Mr. HULL. I think it goes to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs in its entirety. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. It always does. 

Mr. CANNON. ILask for information. Has the usual motion 
to refer the President’s message been offered? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to refer it to the Committee of the 
Whole was offered and agreed to y. The motion to dis- 
tribute it to the various committees has not been made. 

Mr. CANNON. Is this merely notice of a motion to be made 
hereafter, or is it a motion that is made now? 

The SPEAKER. This is simply in relation to printing and re- 
ferring the of the governors of the Soldiers’ Home. 

Mr. CANNON. That report has not yet come before the House. 

one This is simply a motion to have it referred and 

Mr. McMILLIN. I make the point of order that it is impossi- 
ble to hear what gentlemen are saying. 

Mr. CANNON. I apprehend there will be no difficulty and no 
disagreement about the matter; but after all, I should be very glad 
Om See ted, and then it can be referred. 

Mr. y motion simply is that so much of it as should 
go to the Committee on Military Affairs be referred to that com- 
mittee, the same as the President’s will be referred to 
various committees, and to have a few additional copies printed. 

Mr. CANNON. After all, it will be printed in the usual course 


in a day or two, will it not? 
‘ This resolution with reference to porto should 
go in now, so that there may be a few extra copies printed for the 


managers and the different Homes. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, we have not heard the gentle- 
man’s motion, and I do not know whether it is privileged or not. 
It was made in a low tone of voice. I rise to a parliamentary in- 
quiry, as to whether the motion which the gentleman makes is 


The A motion to print extra copies for the man- 
oa of the Homes would not be a privileged motion. 

. HULL. I will change it by adding that so much of the 
report as goes to other committees be referred to those commit- 
tees, so that the Committee on Appropriations will be entirely 
protected if an of it ought to go to that committee. 

The SP. . The Chair will refer it under the rule. So 
much of it as relates to military affairs will be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and so much of it as relates to ap- 
riations to the Committee on Appropriations. 

. CANNON. That is correct. 

Mr. HULL. Thatis right. I now offer the resolution which I 
send to the Clerk's desk. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from ee HUuLL] offers 
the following resolution, which, not = ileged, will require 
the unanimous consent of the House. Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resol That there be printed an 
ofan the National _ for Disabled Vetentere 
to the usual number, for the use of Board of of the National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer ies of the full report of the 


of the 
est Inapestpmoaral on the Sle Mimss tad iS) copa he een 


150 copies of the record of 

Mr, McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I would ask the 

he has an information from the Public Printer or 
what be the cost of the extra printing? 


Mr. HULL. I have not. 
XXIX——2 


rt of the Board of 
rs, in addition 


mtleman if 
erwise as to 





Mr. DOCKERY. Should not the resolution go to the Commit- 
tee on Printing? 
Mr. STEELE. It will cost just that much more. These will 


be printed at the same time as the usual number, with scarcely 
any additional expense. 
e SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? 
There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


FREE USE OF ALCOHOL IN MANUFACTURES AND ARTS. 


Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, the Joint Select Committee on the 
Use of Alcohol in the Manufactures and Arts submitted a report 
on yesterday, which, by error, was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union: I think it ought to 
go to the Committee on Ways and Means. I therefore ask that 
that reference be made. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, it should be referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the correction will be 
made. [After a pause.} The Chair hears no objection. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. There being no unfinished business on the 
Speaker’s table, the next thing in order is a call of the standing 
committees for the consideration of bills. The call rests with the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. The Clerk will call the various com 
mittees in their order. 


USE OF POSTAL CARDS. 


Mr. LOUD (when the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads was called). Mr. Speaker, I am directed bythe Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads to call-up the bill H.R. 4157. It 
is on the House Calendar. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 4157) to amend ttie postal laws relating to use of postai cards. 


Be it enacted, etc., That trom and after the Ist day of July. 1896, it shall be 
lawful to transmit by mail, at the postage rate of a cent apiece, payable by 
stamps to be affixed by the sender, and under such regulations as the Post- 
master-General may prescribe, written messages on private mailing cards 
such cards to be sent openly in the mails, to be no! ar than the size fixec 
by the convention of the Universal Postal Union, and to be approximately 

the same form, earer ane weight as the stamped postal card now in gen- 
eral use in the Uni States. 


Mr. LOUD. In my own time I ask that the report be read. 
is a full explanation of this bill. 
The report (by Mr. Loup) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the Post-Oftice and Post-Roads, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 4157) to amend the postal laws relating to use of postal cards, 
submit the following report: 

Your committee present this bill upon the recommendation of the Post- 
Office Department and such careful investigation as we have been abie to 

ve the subject with the means at our command. We are satisfied at least 

hat no possible harm can result from its passage, and from the best informa- 
tion in our possession it will tend to increase the use of the card system, and 
the Government will save the difference in cost between the postage stamp 
to be used and the postal card. 

This system has been very successfully tried in England, and resuited ina 
very large increase of business. 

hile, of course, we recognize the fact that conditions may be different 
here, still, in view of the certainty that no harm can result from its enact- 
ment, and that it may tend to popularize the Post-Office Department, which 
should always be our aim within the lines of safety, we earnestly recommend 


It 


mene. 
our committee respectfully submit the views of the Postmaster-General 
expressed in his annual report, together with his letter recommending the 
passage of this bill. 
Post-OrFrice DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., January 14, 1898. 


Srr: I have the hongrto inciose bill submitted to me by yourself a few days 
ago authorizing the us@ of private postal cardsin the mails, and to say that I 
approve this bill, with the limitations contained in it. : 

page 32 of my annual report for the year 1895 I called attention to the 
great success of the ae in Great Britain and Ireland of the use of 
private postal cards, and suggested their adoption in this country as possibly 
meeting — need and as relieving the Department itself of some of the 
expense of printing, storing, and handling of the present official cards. In 
the last report of the postmaster-general of Great Britain and [reland it is 
stated that seven months after the adoption of pe perese postal card the 


gomier aes increased from 248,000,000 to 312,750,000, being an increase of 
r cent. 
hese cards should be issued under regulations prescribed by this Depart 
ment, and should be of the same size and weight as the card issued by the 
Government, to facilitate their handling and transmission in the mails 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
WM. L. WILSON, 
; Postmaster-Generul. 
Hon. E. F. Loup, 
Chairman Committee on the iNet Cfice and Post-Roads, 
fouse of Representatives, City 


The great success of the adoption of private post cards recited in the last 
report of the postmaster-general of Great Britain and Ireland leads me to 
suggest their adoption in this country as meeting a possible public need, and 
as relieving the Department itself from some expense in the printing, stor’- 
ing, and handling of the present official cards. According to the report 
above referred to, in seven months after the adoption of the private post 
¢ard the number mailed in Great Britain and Ireland increased from 248,0#.- 
000 to 312,760,000, being a difference of 26 per cent. The experiment would, 
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therefore, seem to be well worth trying in our own country, and I recom- 
mend that authority for the use of private post cards in our mails be ted 
by Congress. Of course these cards should be of the same size and weight 
as the cards issued by the Government, and postage at the rate of 1 cent per 
ecard should be prepaid upon them. 

Mr. LOUD. Unless some gentleman desires to discuss this mat- 
ter, I will ask for a vote. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I would ask the gentleman in charge of the 
bill what change it makes from the present system of the use of 
postal cards. 

Mr. LOUD. This will allow private individuals and business 
firms to use a private card of their own, conforming to the regu- 
lations as to size, etc. It will effect a saving to the Government, 
I will say, in that we will not have to manufacture the cards. 
The bill is recommended by the Department. 

Mr. McMILLIN. ‘Do you think there is any danger of the reve- 
nues being impaired by the use of these postal c ? 

Mr. LOUD. We have every reason to believe that it will 
increase the revenues very materially. That has been the e 
rience in England, where the system has been in very successful 
operation for several years. It will save to the Government the 
cost of printing and transportation. It is a profitable part of the 
operations of the post-office business. The parties must affix a 
1-cent postage stamp. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. What kind of advertisements can they 
put on them? Did you explain that? 

Mr. LOUD. No; the card must conform to present law in that 
respect. I will offer to amend this bill by inserting the words 
‘« ninety-seven,” in line 4, instead of the words “ ninety-six.” 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California moves to 
amend by inserting in line 4 the words “ ninety-seven,” instead 
of the words “ ninety-six.” 

Mr. LOUD. This bill was to take effect on the ist of July, 
1896, which time has now passed. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LOUD, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


INDEMNITY FOR LOSS OF REGISTERED MAIL MATTER. 


Mr.LOUD. Mr. Speaker, Icall up the bill (H. R. 4156) toamend 
the postal laws, providing limited indemnity for loss of registered 
mail matter. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That section 3926 of the Revised Statutes be amended so 
as to read as follows: 

“ Sec. 3926. For the greater security of valuable mail matter the Postmaster- 
meral may establish a uniform system of registration, andas a part of such 
tem he may provide rules under which the sender or owners of first-class 

registered matter shall bo indemnified for losses thereof in the the in- 

demnity to be paid out of the revenues, but in no case to $10 for 

one registered piece, or t value thereof when that is less than 

and for which no other m or reimbursement to the loser has 

made: Provided, That the ce Department or its revenues shall 

not be liable for the loss of any other mail matter on account of its having 
b e@ en r ” 


Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I notice that this would require 
& point to be made that it should receive its first consideration in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Better do it. 

Mr. DINGLEY, Is this a unanimous report of the comniittee? 

Mr. LOUD. Itis. I will state that the bill has been recom- 
mended by the Post-Office for years, and it is now on the House 
Calendar. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I know; but it should be on the Union Calen- 
dar, as it involves a charge on the Treasury. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Possibly a very decided charge. 

Mr. LOUD. Do you desire to have it referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union? 

Mr. DINGLEY. I make no objection toits consideration now, 
as it is a wnanimous report. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Speaker, I desire to make the poin¢ of order 
that I like to hear this discussion. 

The SPEAKER. The tleman from New York ‘makes the 
point of order that the House is not in order. The House will 


Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Speaker, I should like to ask the gentleman 
from California as to the value of the registered metter that is 
lost. What is the annual av ? 

Mr. LOUD. I do not know that I can inform the gentleman 
now. If he will listen to the reading of the report I think it will 
give full information as to the facts. It will give all the infor- 
mation in our possession. It gives the re of the Postmaster- 
General and his recommendation, which I will ask to have read 
in my time. It covers this case fully. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Has consent been given to consider the 
— the House? Consent has not yet been given to its considera- 


The Clerk proceeded to read the report, as follows: 
The Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, re 
the a 3.cne postal laws sduiie te La 
, sa : 
in cases of registered mail matter, while new to 
this country, has been successfully onstrated in most countries of - 
By ve agua 3B 5 ort prattelts tannesee our postal 
such s can be safely taken bring it into more common 
be d,and after careful investigation of this subject we om 
e Oj - 
Foll i Postmasters-General Bissell ilson 
with letter of E ieee recommending this mae ann 
statistics of registered mail matter lost during past year: 
te ee. 
Washington, D. C., January th, 
Srr: I have the honor to 


herewith a 

5 o Limited tnd for the loss of matter 

br the malls by tn anfendment of section 808 of the Revised Statutes, and to 

on Saat the ne eS et See means 
recommendations predecessor, and on page 

report for the year 1805 the reasons for the enactment of sh Dae are 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 


WM. L. WILSON, 
tte denon te ittec on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 
irman m 
~ Howse of Representatives, City. 


nvestigation, is impossible. 
It is inion that under such a la considerable 
would be cbtained from tatuguned 3 str and an ee os in the 


oe mails ee eee oe. . 7 
an indemnit prinsipal, oreign «dministrations. 
recommend that the snateer be iad ‘ore Congress. 


[Report Postmaster-General Wilson. ] 
LIMITED INDEMNITY FOR LOST REGISTERED MATTER. 


In the report of last year, submitted predecessor, attention was 
called to the ex of a law aw ‘the of an indemnity, 
not exceeding $10 in quan, Ser hetsapetaudanetel amneriatae aie ' 

I leave to renew recommendation. Itis part of the of reg- 

a f ovate tea ee ton eauaie 
of our own ; 
at after matter has been put into the mails, at an increased cost over ordi- 


The number of of mail matter registered the year 
14 28 081 oF whic 1 fad wore paid registrations and 20800 were, oficial 
This shows a off cent. 

Gecrease in the aggregate of fees colisoted t= iii 

Mr. McMILLIN the of the . Me, 
Speaker, do 1 understand that the bills wp Tor consideration! 
The SPEAKER. It is up for ‘ 
Mr. McMILLIN. In strictness the consideration of this bill 
yoala have to be ie Comentiaee & Saat at ta eae 
for fixing a liability upon the Government, and I have 
mate et ee 
in the I was unable to gather the full scope of the bill as 
was read. I submit that the bill is a very far-reaching one, 
inasmuch as it makes the Government li for losses of regis- 
tered mail matter, or authorizes the Postmaster-General to make 
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Mr. BINGHAM. Theycharge their regular commission, as we 
charge in registration of mail matter the regular fee of 8 cents on 
each parcel, which presupposes that, by reason of the care in the 
transmission of the vast amount of mail carried, the loss bears a 
very small relation to that amount. I will give the gentleman 
the figuresfrom the report. The International Postal Union, fiv 
years ago, asked that the Government of the United States mighf, 
in accord with the governments of the rest of the world, give an 
indemnity for such losses as those covered by this bill. e did 
not do it, and, although that has been the recommendation of the 
various officials of the Department during the last five years, this 
is the first legislative expression which has been presented to carry 
out that purpose. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, a word as to the figures involved in this leg- 
islation. The registration fees received by the Department during 
the last fiscal year amounted to $975,388.88. Of this vast amount, 
the work accomplished covered the handling of fifteen millions and 
upward of pieces of mail matter, of which the Government trans- 
ported free through the mails 2,913,000 eng of registered matter. 

Let us come to the practical phase of this question. The pend- 
ing bill proposes that indemnity shall be allowed to the loser of 
registered mail matter not to exceed $100n any one piece. What, 
then, are the losses which have heretofore occurred in this branch 
of the service? The complaints from all sources during the last 
fiscal year amounted to 5,817. Of this number, 4,501 complaints 
were fully investigated, and 1,316 were in process of investigation, 
but not yet completed at the close of the year. , 

How did these losses occur? Losses chargeable to the burni 
and wrecking of post-offices and postal cars and steamboats an 
minor anavoldable accidents, 1,155; losses chargeable to depreda- 
tions by postal officials, 190; losses through postal employees, from 
other causes than theft, 122; losses resulting from depredations by 
outside parties, 231, and losses the responsibility for which could 
not be fixed, 152. 

The Third Assistant Postmaster-General, in his report with 
reference to this subject, says: 

Of the foregoing cases— 


Those I have just cited— 


recoveries were made and the value of the lost articles restored to the 
owners as follows: 


Through the office of the chief post-office inspector .................... W4 
Through the Dead-Letter OMfoe. ....... ... 2. - ccna cece +s en -esneccese Oe 
Through outside parties and direct to losers ............-..-.-...-...--- 730 -_ 
Number of cases in which recovery was impossible .................-.. 852 


Assuming that this proportion will be the same in the cases yet to be inves- 

Somes. number of actual losses will reach 1,101, or 1 in every 13,721 pieces 

steered. 
m f the boo cases ¥ we am. od pees — mains om ae 
e stam and stampe ‘Tr dis e ostmasters, lea 

ae lunes cnly. orl over: P4365 sieene canietered. As com: Bog 
the previous year, there was an increase in the number of losses, due main! 
to a greater number of accidents, such as the burning of post-offices, postal 
cars, etc., the total for 1896 being 1,155, as against 625 for 1895. 

There was a very great reduction in the number of losses through the care- 
lessness or ignorance of postal employees—that is to say, through other 
causes than criminal misconduct—the total being only 122, as against 258 for 
the previous year. This indicates an improvement in the general efficiency 
of the service. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, should this law be placed upon the 
statute books and the Government be made responsible for the 
maximum amount, $10, in each case of these losses (and there are 
many cases where the maximum loss would be very much less), 
there will be but little over 600 cases of loss for which the Govern- 
ment would be responsible, although this legislation would apply 
to and cover the transmission of upward of 15,000,000 pieces of 
mail matter. 

Mr. QUIGG. Let me ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania if 
that would not be a question for judicial interpretation? There 
is a liability in every oneof such cases. Now, if the liability shall 
be fixed by statute, it is a matter for the courts to determine 
whether the Government shali pay $10 or any other sum. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will state to the gentleman from New York 
that the same rules of investigation would apply in this case as 
apply in all losses relating to the postmaster by robbery and depre- 
dation up to a fixed limit. The Department adjudicates the loss; 
and the Postmaster-General, having the administration of this law, 
and being authorized to fix rules and regulations, would provide 
some similar rules for the adjudication of such losses as this. 
That is the case when there has been a loss by depredation or 
otherwise of postal funds; and the regulations, coming from the 
same source, will be equally critical to protect the Government 
under the operation of this bill. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Let me ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
if it is not true that the bill is protected—or the Government pro- 
tected—from the fact that the granting of an indemnity to the 
extent suggested in case of loss to the persons sending registered 
mail matter would increase largely the registration fees, and 


would be an absolute source of revenue to the Government, even 
if the adoption of this measure had the effect suggested by the 
gentlemen from New York? 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is the experience of every government 
which has tried this —— 

Mr. DOCKERY. ill the gentleman from California yield to 
me for a moment? 

Mr. LOUD. Iwill 3 se pry emi sm Nema to he desires, 

Mr. DOCKERY. I shall not oceupy but two or three minutes, 
as I only wish to ask the gentleman a question. 

This seems to be a measure to put the business of registration by 
the Post-Office Department in competition with the business of the 
express companies; and so far as that can be safely accomplished, 
within the limits of our revenues, I favorit. Butin order to intel- 
ligently accomplish our purpose we should know exactly what the 
express companies charge for a service. 

r. 8 er, I can readily understand how this bill may in- 
crease the business of registration for all packages under $10; but 
I am utterly unable to see how it will enlarge the scope of our 
business for packages ing $10 in value. If I am co: 
advised, the express companies have a schedule of fees. That 
to say, they charge a much less fee for the transmission of $10 
than for the transmission of $100. This bill puts all the —_ 
tered mail of the Government on the same basis, so far as liabi 
is concerned; and while it may materially increase the transmis- 
sion of sma!l sums of money, it seems that it will simply advertise 
the fact to the country that we do not guarantee any amount in 
excess of $10, and the result will be that the Government will do 
the small business while the express companies will do the larger 


business. 

= BINGHAM. That is all the Post-Office Department wants 
to do. 

Mr. mang! _— ae then this von will exactly 
accom e object soug’ Departmen 

Mr. BINGHAM. Undoubtedly. I will state to the gentleman 
that the whole ae is outside of the line of what we call the 
carrying of the This is an addendum of a line of work in 
the Post-Office Department pee tee of the transmission of 
mails, just like your money-o system. It will be a great 
convenience to the people in localities where they can not have 

ress conveniences.) 

r. DOCKERY. When the gentleman refers to the m - 
order system he should remember that our liability is limi 
as 4p the cunouat which wey bs besmneuiitel tealbaghnateltpadings 
as to the amount which may a 
Such is the law, as I understand it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. None that I know of, only that practically 
the registered mail is not a valuable mail. People do not 
send things of prot value by yanbbaicl mail. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Practically that may be true, but still there 
is no law limi a kage to any maximum amount. 

Mr. BING . None ver. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Therefore, as a matter of fact, as I under- 
stand the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BingHam], we do 


compete for the transportation of money packages without regard 
to amount. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Small sums. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Practically it may be limited to small 
amounts, but as a matter of fact we have no limit. 

Mr. BINGHAM. No limit other than a man’s common sense. 
If he is going to send a thousand dollars to some part of the 
country, he will not send it thro the mail. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Certainly; the express companies trans- 
mit larger amounts. Why? Because, although the sender pays 
an increased fee for the transmission of larger amounts of money, 
he is secured for the entire amount. Now, then, comes the Gov- 
ernment and advertises to the country that for 8 cents we will 

antee the safe transmission of all amounts not exceeding $10, 
ut that the Government will not be liable for an amount in 
excess of $10. 

Mr. HALL. I will say to my colleague, if he will allow me to 
interrupt him, that the insurance under this bill does not apply 
exclusively to the amounts under $10. It applies to all amounts, 
This is a ten-dollar insurance. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But the actual amount is paid if it is less 
than $10, as I understood the of the bill, Iam not pre- 
pared to say that this is not a wise bill, but it does seem to me 
that the House ought to be in m of information which up 
to this moment has not been given us. 

Mr. QUIGG. Does the from Missouri happen to 
know what the charge of other governments is? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I was just coming to that point, and I am 
obliged to the gentleman from New York for the suggestion. The 
report states that other governments have this system of 
tion, that is, a limited guaranty system. 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes. 

















Mr. DOCKERY. Now, in order to determine whether or not 
we should follow the system the House should know what the sys- 
tem is, whether they have a fixed fee, as we have—that is, 8 cents— 
‘without regard to the amount transmitted, or whether they have 

a —— of fees. If I understand the reading of the report of 
the the income of the Government from reg- 
istered mail amounted last year to $975,000. This bill carries a 
liability, or at least a ble liability, on the basis of the busi- 

,000, as I understood the gentleman from 
thousand dollars; that is true. 


ness of year of 
. QUIGG. 
a WeSay Me er, [am so accustomed to follow- 


New York. 

ing the able and economical lead of my friend from California 
‘[Mr. Loup] that I will not depart from that custom in this case; 
and yet I venture to sone’ simply that this bill involves a great 


many doubts as to its ty. 

Mr. BINGHAM. ere does the gentleman get his estimate of 
50,000? The private losses last year were 620. 

Mr. QUIGG. It appeared from the that I read that there 
were com ts of losses of paid tion—I so understand 
it—in BS cases. 2 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is, complaints? 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes. 

Mr. BINGHAM. But now give me the result of the investiga- 


tion. 

Mr. QUIGG. The result of the investigation will be whatever 
the courts fix. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Now, after investigation of the cases on the 


part of the t, he can see that year there were5,817 
cases—the eman understands? 

Mr. yt . Yes. 

Mr. GHAM, Fifty-eight hundred and seventeen com- 
plaints? 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes. 


Mr. BINGHAM. After ——— of the 852 cases of irrev- 

ocable loss. All other cases had covered, 232 involving offi- 

= matter, = as poeteho eee vy — — 
ees, ea cases of private loss. e gentleman 

understands? 

' Mr. QUIGG. I do not think there is any difference between 

the tleman from Pennsylvania and myself. I only seek to 

ee out to the House that complaints were made that involved 

i ae on last ‘s business of 50,000, 

Mr. BING . Complaints? 

Mr. QUIGG. Now, as to how they will be adjudicated under 
this bill, that is another question; but it does seem to me we cer- 
tainly ought to know something of the e ience of other coun- 
tries as to this form of insurance, as to whether our fee is adequate. 
That it is to involve a cost there can be no question. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Very small. 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman from Pennsylvania says ‘‘very 
small.” It is probable, but not inevitable, that it may be very 
— We as have a certain amount of loss. 

r. BING t me ask the gentleman from New York, 
a do you do for this $957,000 of additional revenue to your 


era or Government? 

‘ joe QUIGG. We take, as I understand, special care of these 
e ; 

Mr. BINGHAM. Under a system of receipts. 

Mr. QUIGG. And that especial careis what is paid for. Now, 
it is , in addition to taking especial care, that we shall 
offer to reimburse the sender or owner of the pro that may 
be claimed to have been lost to the extent of $10 per kage. 
Now, aia we going to charge a sufficient fee for the risk that is 


ine 
ae BINGHAM. Of which the gentleman states the maximum 
Mr. QUIGG. Now, I consider that bad business, especially — 
Mr. HOPKINS. If the gentleman will allow me right deur, 


the Oe that there is a reve- 
nue of $970,000 a year from registration service. Now, where 
the Government receives such a benefit as that, does not the 
gentleman think, in fair dealings, that this loss of individuals 
should be paid, especially where it is such a minimum figure as 
he himself has Gaprensels and will not the increase of business 
that the Government will from this be an absolute source of 


revenue, even in view of all the bad results he is picturing here? 
: It may be so, Mr. § 
Mr. HOPKINS. In other words, this bill will divert these small 
ent will get Scents for tho daivery. 
. do 


r cents for their delivery. 
Mr. Quigs. not know that that is a very suitable busi- 
"ite. HO 


Government to engage in. 
Mr. QUIGG. Ia ) of those who are in favor of divert- 
lee ME lease ss 


Why not? 
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Mr. HOPKINS. Right there let me ask the gentleman-—— 

Mr. QUIGG. I do not want to get off on that subject; but, in 
answer to the gentleman’s proposition, I want to say that I think 
the Government does a little too much of that sort of thing 


—_.. 

r. HOPKINS. If the gentleman will allow me right there, 
this legislation is in the interest of the people. There are hun- 
dreds and thousands of people that avail themselves of the laws 
that exist to-day. Experience has taught us that it is in the inter- 
est of the people, and in the interest of cheap transportation as to 
a certain line of packages. 

Now, speaking for myself, I believe that this kind of legislation 
is beneficial that resultsin the greatest good to the greatest num- 
ber, even if it does trespass a little on the rights of a company like 
an express company. 

Mr. QUIGG. But here is the point: We are already nine mil- 
lions short in our receipts from postal business. We have got that 
deficit tomake up anyhow. The gentleman from California {Mr 
a other gentlemen propose to make it up, as the gentlé- 
man m Illinois [Mr. Hopkins] well knows, by limiting the 
operation of the present laws, by to an extent repealing them and 
forbidding the use of the mails to some of those who now enjoy 
that use. Iam not altogether clear as to whether something of 
that kind ought not to be done; but here is a proposition to 
increase our inevitable loss. I do not say that it will increase it 
very much. I say that it may increase it very much, while we 
shall obtain no additional revenue whatever except a speculative 
one, which may ages result from drawing business from the 
express companies. I think the gentleman from California ought 
at least to tell us whether we are running in this matter any 
greater risk than other governments run who do the same kind of 
business. For instance, what are the governments that do this 
business and what do they charge for it? Will the gentleman 
from California give us that information? 

Mr. LOUD. The gentleman from New York seems to be very 
solicitous about this little deficiency of nine millions, yet there is 
no man in this House who-has been a stronger advocate of the 
very system which causes a deficiency in our postal receipts, and 
I believe he is an advocate of it to-day. I believe, and the officials 
of the Post-Office Department have believed for years, that a 
measure like the one now pending will increase the receipts of the 
Government. I have never stood on this floor advocating any 
measure that would tend to enlarge the deficiency in the postal 
service, and I hope that I shall never occupy any such position. 
I wish the gentleman from New York could assert the same for 
himself. Now, let us get back to the measure under consideration. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. While the gentleman is on the floor I want 
to ask him a question, if he has no objection, in order to get at 
what is in this bill. 

Mr. LOUD. That is just what I am trying to do. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I wanttoask the gentleman this question: 
Would the effect of this bill, if it should become a law, be to per- 
mit the sender of registered mail matter to register it without 
communicating any information to the Postmaster-General, cr to 
anybody else, as to its contents? 

r. LOUD. Iam surprised at the gentleman from Ohio, ripe 
as he is in age and rich in experience, asking a question of that 
character. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I asked it for information. 

Mr. LOUD. The Post-Office Department has been managed in 
the past, and I believe it will be managed under the incoming Ad- 
ministration, by men entirely competent to manage its aifairs 
eres , and I believe that under the next Administration suf- 

cient ju ent and discretion will be applied to the conduct of 
the Post-Office Department to protect the interests of the Govern- 
ment. It is within the power of the Postmaster-General under 
this bill, and under all our laws relating to the Post-Office De- 
SS to prescribe such rules and regulations as may seem to 

im proper and necessary to protect the Government. 

I assume, Mr. Chairman, that the registration fee which we now 
charge will prodve a sufficient fund to guarantee the limited in- 
demnity that is proposed. If gentlemen will look at the report 
accompanying this bill they will see that last year the falling off 
in registration fees alone was $57,000.- I have already stated that 
our registration system is the most profitable portion of the busi- 
ness of the De ment, and the more successfully we can regu- 
late it so that the masses of the people will patronize it the more 
we shall increase the i of the Government in that branch 
of the public service. The falling off in registration fees last year 
was $57,000, and the profit on that business if it had been done by 
the Department would more than meet all the losses that occurred 
during the year. It appears that there was a loss of over 5,000 

, and the gentleman from New York bases his calcula- 

ion on the assumption that every one of those packages was worth 
$10. I think it would be safe to assume, judging from the experi- 
ence of the Department, that these packages did not average $1 
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in value, and I do not believe that the losses, as the Department is 
run to-day and as it must continue to be run, will amount to over 
$10,000 a year; while, on the other hand, the change here proposed 
will bring a large increase of —— business. 


The Post-Office Committee have given this matter serious con- 
sideration, not alone during this Congress, but in previous Con- 
gresses, and gentlemen who have investigated the subject are 
unanimous in ee of thisbill. I repeat, that the Postmasters- 
General for the last sixteen years have advocated the of 
a measure of this character. There is no possible it, 
gnd, as I said when I began, we should either go out of the regi 
tration business entirely or regulate it in such a manner that it 
Will commend itself to the people generally. Registration, as gen- 
tlemen understand, is toa great extent intended for the accommo- 
dation of the people in places where there are no express offices, 
no money-order offices, and no other means of sending 
‘with safety except by ees mail. 

Mr. BI GHAM. Will the gentleman allow me to supplement 
his statement with some official figures? 

Mr. LOUD. I will yield to the gentleman a moment for that 

urpose. 
' Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman from New York ecm Quiaa] 
states that there were upward of 5,000 complaints last year. Con- 
ceded. They were complaints as to the loss of registered matter, 
just such complaints as the gentleman makes when his letters are 
not delivered at the proper time or at the proper place. But the 
‘gentleman from New York predicates his argument as to the 
amount of the losses, which he puts at $50,000, on the assumption 
that in every case the lost package contained something of 
value, and that none of the missing packages were recove: 
Now, let me give him the official figures—— 

Mr. LOUD. We might concede that every pac contained 
something of value and that 10,000 were lost, and still we should 
have a strong case. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Now, let me give the official figures. 

Mr. LOUD. I am willing to admit that all the registered par- 
cels contain articles of value. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Upon 15,000,000 of transmissions there were 

mething over 5,000 complaints, of which 1,850 were found to 
involve actual losses. Of the 1,850 cases of loss, 852 were found 
‘to be im ible to adjudicate; 232 involved official matter; thers 
were onty 620 cases of private loss, so that $6,200 would have been 
the absolute loss of the enreaees last year on this class of busi- 
ness (if a law of this kind had been in operation) a3 against a 
Tévenue of $975,000. 

Mr. FOOTE, If this bill should pass, would not the liability 
of the Government in case of loss be less than that of a common 
carrier in similar cases? 

Mr. LOUD. I do not know about that; probably it would. 

Mr. FOOTE. Inthe case of a common carrier—an express com- 
pany, for instance—the aus suffering loss has a right of action 
against the company. y should there not be asimilar liability 
on the part of the Government? 

Mr. HEPBURN rose. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, how much is there remaining of the 
hour? 

The SPEAKER. Thirteen minutes. 

Mr. LOUD. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Iowa 
[Mr. Hersurn}. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that the relief 

roposed to be seg by this bill is exceedingly inconsiderable. 

e gentleman from Pennsylvania ee BrivyeHaM] tells us that, 

measured by the a of the Government during the last 
year, the cases in which indemnity would have to be paid by the 
Government under a law of this kind would probably number a 
little more than 600, so that the actual amount paid as indemnity 
would be at most only about $6,000. If reimbursement should be 
made by the Government in all the cases in which complaints 
were made, the amount would be less than $50,000. Such reim- 
bursement, however, would be paid by the General Government 
out of a general fund made by the fees of 8 cents each on 
of registered matter. Now, I should like to know why a man 
who sends a pac valued at $10.10 should be obli 
tribute to this fund with no possibility of reimbursement to him 
while a man who sends a registered package valued at $10 woul 
receive reimbursement. If we are going to do anything of this 
kind at all, is it not wise to do it in such a way that of the 
11,000,000 of the contributors to this fund should in case of loss be 
a beneficiary? It might be done if the gentleman would consent 
to this amendment which I desire to propose: 

Amend by striking out all of lines Sood 13 down to and ineluding the 
word “dollars,” in line 14, and inserting iff lieu thereof the ee 

“ And the Post-Office Department may charge a fee for such se ual 
tol per cent of the value of the package registered; bat the liability on the 
Government not exceed the value of the package; and in no case more 
than $100 on one * 

Under such a provision all senders of registered matter would 
be alike beneficiaries. I think such a provision would be much 


to con- |} yo 


compensation paid in each case is based on 

f $i0 de cuaan ae a ee of $100 still 

0 c : a 

greater, ‘In the business of registering mail we do not Feraah 
afts, but actually transmit money; all anh enailiy 

same fee is charged without any regard to the valuation of the 
Now, then, if the system is to be extended by a limited-liability 

clause, it seems to me there ought to be some schedule : 


ering the an cna’ be Se eae ee 

Mr. LOUD. I state to the guatietenn foam Missouri that 
money, as a rule, is not transmi in registered 1 

Mr. HEPBURN. That is a mere 


y-order system. In 
postal service the Government transmits money by draft, 36 
a 


aette OulG J eald the aiteniiein att the gettiinians dake 

r. . 

eieubert een ith > acaie kee cade ace 
w 

or owners of tered mail matter which has lost shall be 

indemnified? t, I would to @ very wide 


of his time i 
Mr. LOUD, I say, then, Mr. , that there is hardly 
time to yisdl to augue te fed I would like to 


come to a vote if possible, although the question looks a little 
doubtful since this discussion has ~ : 


tion. But we are 


would 

dburndown. Perhaps the who did not 
his after is wee sughabibell aed Senlueuhes 

oneal as he who does lose a 
insurance, or rather a 


red, and theref the gentleman's objections, it to 
ered, and therefore seems are 
rather technical than otherwise. iat 


Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like, if ee ee 


to a vote before the iration of the i 
The SPEAKER. Chair would [ —— 
that there is no limitation to the morning except which 


the House may see fit to put upon it. 
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understand that, Mr. Speaker; Mr. DOCKERY. It seems to involvea liabilit on the Govern- 
teak ret the hour. ment; and if so, should be considered in the usual way. 
sere | cee Sansa rae ea os ol 
I would like a few moments 5 go i 0 ole House on thé state 
or can secure more time, yest % or 


desire it off. Mr. LOUD, Thereis no liability against the Government under 
: ner SOCKERY, “Task unanimous consent that the time of the | this bill. I do not approve of the bill myself. 
gentleman from California be or one hour, orsomuch| Mr. DOCKERY. it not involve the right to increase the 
may desire to use, and then he can to other gentlemen | letter-carrier force without limit? 
who wish to be heard. Mr. DINGLEY. But it is to be at the expense of the persons 


served. 
tleman from Missouri? Mr. DOCKERY. Then the bill is properly on the House Cal- 
There was 


endar. 

Mr. LOUD. ont eae gentleman from Kansasfor| Mr. —— There is no charge on the Government, as I under- 
Mr. DINGLEY. Is that particularly expressed in the bill? 
Mr. LOUD. I think it is sufficiently expressed. I think it is 

aeheneny stated that there shall be no liability against the 


vernmen 

Mr. DALZELL, Who pays for the delivery? 

Mr. LOUD. The individuals served. 

The SPEAKER. The payment is to be made by the recipients 
of the mail. That seems to be the case. 

Mr. LOUD. Has the twading of the bill been completed? 

The SPEAKER. No; the Clerk will proceed. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the remainder of the bill, as fol- 


Src. 2. That at all p here the foregoing delivery and collections may 

authorized under tiie aot the letter carriers thus appointed may receive 

person to whom hé delivers letters or papers, or from whom ho 

them for conveyance to the post-office, such weekly, monthly, or 

éompensation as may be mutuall agreed upon; and when nosuch 

ent is made, they may demand and _ receive not exceeding | cent for 

bach letter or other which they deliver from or convey to the post- 

$ fe pe Ke ay the sum which each carrier thus collects sha!! bo in 

for his se ; and none of such carriers shall have my claim upon the 

t ee een for services renc 

: Surther, no letter or other mail matter shall be given 

to such letter carrier for delivery unless addressed to a person who has 

jodged at the post-office a writter request that his mail matter be delivered 

to letter carrier: And provided further, That if any person who shall 

ve filed such written cw shall refuse or neglect to pay the amount 

upon or fixed by act for the delivery or collection of any mail 

r the same -—- returned by the ler to the t-office and there- 
after carrier 


aon be required to deliver or collect any mail to or 
for the faithful rformance of his duties in the penal sum of $100. 
. 3. t the letter carriers appointed by authority of this act shall bo 
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ered asa letter 





the 
such .. Each person so appointed shall give bond to the postmas- 
pe 
to all the provisions of e g laws not inconsistent with this act. 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. 5 er, I will yield the time of the commit- 
tee to the sateen rom Connecticut [Mr. Spzrry].” 





ought to pass. Mr. Y. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the report be read. 
Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, if no other gentleman desires to be | TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will read the report. 
heard, I do not wish —— time. The report (by Mr. Sperry) was read, as follows: 
The bill was ordered engrossed and read a third time, The Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, sfe 
The question being on the of the bill, the bill (HL R. $478) for the purpose of authorizing Gnltvory and collab ~ 
' Mr, guiad demanded a mel in towns, villages, a other places where mail matter is not delivered 
. residences places business, s : 
The : aoe there were—ayes 76, noes 13. Your committee have given this matter due and ‘care el considiernth mn, and 
Freapeie = ad yA was , come to the conclusion that the bill presented is just and 


: have 

f ile cisiten to semcunifier Ye last vote aye tte 
LO ’ bill provides t whenever not less than twenty persons who receive 
their mail the aa a : ition to have Phetr mail delivered 
and collected. it shall then uty of the postmaster to int such per- 
DELIVERY OF LETTERS IN CERTAIN CASES. sons as are ans tpentociele the Sclive and eellection of anit tn ene 

. places where no free delivery e Ss. © committee are of the opink 
The SPEAKER. Does the tleman from California [Mr. thet when such a made from the people of any village oe foun 


uest is 
desire matter from their request should be 
os att ae 9 _ The bill: vides | that the letter carriers so appointed shall be over 


further 
16 years of and that said letter carriers may make an eement with 
Mr, LOUD. I that the hour had expired. I was | th; — > 
: . persons to whom such mail matter is delivered or collected for such com- 
gue an additional . 1 have another bill here which the | pensation as ma beagreed upon, and when no compensation is agreed oan 
ve 


é 
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have directed call such letter carriers may rece cent for the delivery of each pi f 1 
The SPEAKER. eth i at liberty to call bills and they may demand and receive at least 1 cent for dach package 
——- up letter they ma collect and convey to the post-office. Such compensa- 
= his a until eon shall be in full for all services, an 1 none of such carriers shall have any 
. LOUD. ery well then follow directi the | ¢ upon t-Office Department for compensation for services thus 
committee and call the bill (H. R. on of rendered. No letter or other mail matter shall be delivered by the soatenas- 
5478) concerning the delivery at 
: ter tosuch carrier without a written request has been lodged at the post- 
of letters in towns, other places where no free delivery Office for the de of mail to such letter carrier. The letter carrier so 
exists. ey} - 9 oa eee. perenne ce of his duty. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the a reasonable and proper one. It is sub- 
The Clerk i the first a tially pe ee Be post system, which grew year by year into ex- 

os ° tendod D towns of Over i000 inkabiteate There ts Tbecomie operat o at 

or over 10, in. tants. ere has of late been a great 

Te cba en te wawho roost aes that some such system as this should be extended as far s pm esibie, 
f &t such office ane Gs Sneee o at 18 it has been called for not only by villages, but by farming communities. 
! of age. of Se ee ead es Petitions and resolutions have been passed calling for suitable action that 
their ee matter of accommodations of this kind may be extended in the manner proposed by 

Forgot siete tnd the sad delivery of thom to | Giteitin Why surt's noktes should Me oiled fs ee onl thea ae 
elk eopstab a nalts pA ¥ y a request shou withheld from the people thus de- 

othe ean apmandng tem fie umber of pies telvore and ie Seer a rete ote eet ners 

only require 1 cent local postage with the 

and amount , open of joamt eee Salivered, capes we ecial agreement, which sum 

_ ‘The SPEAKER. Is this bill on the Honse pn r carrier, and he shall keep an account of such mal 
. and coll together with the amount which he receives there- 

_ Mr. DOCKERY. It seems that it should be thé Union Cal. | for. So that a person who receives such local letters wi!l pay no more. unless 
endar than is paid for local letters where free delivery exists. 


x agreemen 
7 the demand for rural delivery comes from the people in the main, it 
beaten LOUD. I believe it is properly So rane Golendas, q go been pede the subject-matter of discussion by the Post-Office Depart; 
I to time, and it is agreed by those who have investigated tha, 


not think it entails any charge on the 
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sabject that there is no good reason why such accommodations should be 
withheld. It will take some time before the full result of this system can be 
reached, but when the time comes it will be of incalculable value to all who 
avail themselves of the benefits of this act. 

It is easy to see how this will elevate the standard of intelligence and pro- 
mote the welfare of the people. The question of delivery of mail in rural] 
districts is being discussed throughout the country, and the demand is daily 

rowing. Each hcuse where mail is being delivered and collected can have a 
ittle box put up asa receptacle of mail delivered or to be collected, and the 
committee see no objection to the establishment of such postal facilities by 
neighborhood agreement, but much good resulting therefrom. 


Mr. SPERRY. Mr. Speaker, this bill was introduced by myself 
during the first session of this Congress, at the request of a large 
number of people of my own State and at the solicitation of farm- 
ing communities in other States. 

The idea is a very simple one. The bill itself fully explains the 
subject, and if there is anything which is not made clear by the 
language of the bill itself it is set forth in the report of the com- 
mittee. The idea is simply this: There are large farming com- 
munities, villages, and towns with inhabitants not exceeding 10,000. 
When the number of inhabitants does not reach 10,000, then the 
free-delivery system is inoperative in such communities. It seems 
tome that we should give all the people possible the advantage of 
the system and not stop at a certain mark, to wit, 10,000 inhabit- 
ants, with a certain income at the local post-office, and say we 
will not go over that line. There are large numbers of farming 
communities, and there are a large number of villages whose 
inhabitants would like to make a request to the postmaster that 
he appoint a letter carrier to distribute their mail, the letter car- 
rier orien the right to enter upon the floor of the post-office and 
there separate mail and take it to the residences of those who 
make the request. Under the present law the postmaster himself 
can deliver it to some person who calls for the mail, but that does 
not fill the bill. 

This service could be performed by a maimed soldier, on horse- 
back, or by a boy over 16 years of age, with a bicycle. This man 
or boy could enter the post-office, under such regulations as the 

stmaster may make, and then and there separate the mail, and 
paver it in the village or town which he serves. 

You know in many of our large agricultural communities it 
takes a man sometimes two hours to go to the post-office. You 
take it in cold weather, when there is a heavy snow on the ground, 
or in harvest time, and the farmer can ill afford to spare those 
two hours, or one hour, as the case may be, to go to the post-office 
for his letters, possibly nine times out of ten returning without 
anything; and yet his valuable time is lost. Under this system 
the carrier himself, who shall be appointed by the postmaster to 
serve the villages and towns in which the post-office is located, 
can go and take from the office these letters or newspapers and 
deliver them to the various parties to whom they are addressed, 
and receive therefor the rate of compensation agreed-upon between 
the carrier and the people served. Should they like to have a 
letter mailed, the letter carrier would charge the same price or 
whatever may be agreed upon. In my judgment, should this 
system go into operation, our income from the various country 

-offices and villages would beincreased very largely. Iremem- 

r the first street lamp boxes that were put up in 1860. It was 
said when these boxes were 60 up that it involved a cost that 
the people would not submit to; that it was a great charge upon 
the Government. But I know from my own experience in the 
New Haven post-office, that in less than six months after these 
letter boxes had been placed upon the street corners, giving the 
people an opportunity to mail their letters at any hour or at an 
moment, instead of going 1 mile or 2 miles to the post-office to mail 
the same, it was plainly shown that the receipts doubled, or nearly 
so, and the letter carriers’ department soon commenced paying 
for itself. 

Now, you not only give these people the accommodation they 
want, whether in villages or rural communities it matters not, 
but you will increase the receipts of the Post-Office Department 
by giving people facilities, if you please, to mail and receive their 
letters. Itis like running a horse car. If you run once an hour 
you will not get nearly the number of passengers that you would 

t if yourunitoncein half anhour. If yourun it onceinhalfan 
Coe and you change to once in ten minutes, you would get more 
than you would in the half hour. People will not wait. Give the 
people a chance, give the people facilities to receive their letters 
and to mail their letters, and according to the facilities given the 
increase will come. Itis sure tocome. There is no loss incurred 
at'all by the Government. So long as the people want their let- 
ters carried in this way, let the farming communities—the villages 
and the towns of less than 10,000 inhabitants—have that privilege, 
they paying for it as agreed upon. It is the old penny-post sys- 
tem over again. There is nothing new about it. That penny- 
post system grew up into free delivery by and by, as you gave 
the people an opportunity to receive and mail their letters in the 
way convenient to themselves and without loss of time. Why 
withhold this privilege from the people so long as they are willing 
to pay for it, where it does not cost the Government one cent? 
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I think, Mr. Speaker, I have said all that is necessary in expla- 
nation of this bill, although I was notified —_ about ten minutes 


find myself not as 
Be ee red as I otherwise would have been. 
r. 


UMM. Ishould like, Mr. Speaker, to ask the gentleman 


one question. Does your bill provide that he shall keep a 


of the number of letters for the purpose of paying this ny? 
Mr. SPERRY. Yes, sir. ” a Se a 


Mr. BRUMM. He shall do it under your bill? 
Mr. SPERRY. The bill requires the letter carrier himself 


to 
keep a correct record of all letters received for distribution and 
all collected for the mail and he is to make a report to the post- 
master each week of the number received. 


Mr. BRUMM. What is to prevent him from adding any num- 


ber beyond the number that he really carries? 


Mr. WILLIAMS. That is no advan to him. He does not 


collect from the Government, but from the fellow whose mail he 
receives and distributes. The fellow would dispute it. 


Mr. SPERRY. A record of these letters be kept. 
Mr, BRUMM. But one moment. He is not presumed to col- 


lect a penny every time he delivers or receives a letter? 


Mr. SPERRY. Not at all. 

Mr. BRUMM. I judge that he would be paid at so much a 
week or month. 

Mr. SPERRY. He can do either way. 

Mr. BRUMM. I beg pardon. 

Mr. SPERRY. He can do either way. It is left with him and 
those he serves to make the arrangement. 

Mr. WILLI . "They may just pay him $10 a week. 

Mr. SIMPKINS. [like the intention of the bill, but under this 
bill do the people who pay for the carriers have any voice in their 
selection? Is it not left wholly to the postmaster? 

Mr. SPERRY. The bill provides that the postmaster himself 
shall make appointments of the letter carriers, the same as he used 
to do under the old penny-post system. When that was 
in operation and I was postmaster at New Haven I e my own 
appointments, but those appointments had of course to be ap- 
ent... This is a matter 

tween the carriers when appointed and the people they servé, 
together with the local postmaster in the village or town. 

. SIMPKINS. But under this bill the penne might 
appoint as carrier a person who was not suitable or satisfactory, 
and the le who pay for his services have no remedy. 

Mr. SPERRY. Yes, but if he should make such an appoint- 
ment the carrier would be obliged to give bond for the faithful 

rformance of his duties, so that there is not a particle of possi- 

ity of loss to the Government. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman permit a question? 

Me NRG Wie, in the ropes of the Postmaster 

2 ; ere, in the report of the Pos 
General, has this measure been recommended, or has it been recom- 
mended at all? 

Mr. SPERRY. Some years ago, I do not remember exactly 
how long, it was ref to by the Postmasters-General under 
several administrations. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The measure to which the a refers 
was what was called ‘‘rural free delivery,” was it not? 

Mr. SPERRY. ‘Rural free deli wg 

Mr. a That was an entirely different proposition, 
was it not 

Mr. SPERRY. It was substantially this: This ition has 
been called to the attention of the le in the farming commu- 
nities os the granges and other , and has been generally 
approved. 

. BINGHAM. Then, as I understand the gentleman, this 
line of legislation has only been recommended by the Department 
in so far as it is similar to what has been known as “rural free 
delivery,” which was simply an experimental service. 

Mr. SPERRY. No, sir. I will say to the tleman that the 
system which is proposed by this bill is as old as the old letver- 
carrier system. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Another question. Is there any regulation 
of the Department existin: cae be vag ow a the Yaseen a 
of any o other than a very office from delivering my 
mail matter to anyone whom I may depute to receive it? 

Mr. SPERRY. There is a rule or regulation which provides 
that such a postmaster may deliver any ’s mail upon the 
written request of the person to whom mail matter is ad- 
dressed, but there is no system about that. a 
of an individual sending a messenger to the his mail. 
This bill contemplates a methodical regula of the 


. 
tem by which the le in of less than 10,000 ala 
y the peop villages " eee 


on and in farming communities can have an 
— mail delivered ly if they so ‘ 


= etd —— = understand the gentleman's state, 
ment, there is nothing ee tee ne 
the person. to whom the letter is addressed having it sent 
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from the by any whom he may depute 
receive it. DS t> the gentleman that in the reports 
of the al there is no other recommendation on 


bject beyond the recommendation of an experimental free- 
—s rural districts. And now I want to goa 
that this bill in its 


is not law; that is, in all towns or villages 
a a or oon 0,000 or where the receipts are 
less than $10,000. ren goth Fp eel Ape Te on to 
open up to the operation of this every post-office that has not 
to-day what is called the free-delivery service. Has not the gen- 


1. ball prove mere x Sones of ates h places. The rul 
this a system such places. e rule 
tion the tleman speaks of merely provides that an 
indi can send a m to the post-office to get his . 
but that messenger is not allowed to enter the office for the pur- 
of or distributing the mails. 
E . Does the gentleman mean to say that under 
this bill every one of this body of men, unlimited in number, cover- 
almost 70,000 post-offices, provided he can get an order from 
le upon any given route, is to be permitted to go inside the 
and e the general mail? 
Mr. SPERRY. Yes, sir; precisely as was done under the old 


Mr. BIN HAM. ‘Never mind the old. Tell us about the new 
system, under the civil service. 
Mr. SPERRY. This does not come under the civil-service sys- 
tem. This bill 7 provides that the ee shall give these 
e whom he serves if they desire it. 
Mr. BINGHAM. And that will apply to every place where the 
is less than 10,600 or where the revenues of the office 
are under $10,000, provided 20 people sign a communication asking 
for this service? 
Mr. SPERRY. Yes, sir. 
' Mr. BINGHAM. Very well. Under the existing law, inevery 
office where the village or town has a population of over 10,000, or 
the postal revenue exceeds $10,000, every letter carrier is in the 
fe saat specifi weak Cartagena hating, teen 
orm, gov y c ent having n 
wed by the Post-Office Department, Now, wherein does this 
vision whate vor of thi jane great body of ~ ange posted 
whatever s of carriers, conn 
with ost 70,000 ffices? r 
‘ Mr. RY. Nowhere; for the very ‘that we do not 
wish to mix up the Government in this matter at all. When the 
‘Postmaster-General — a postmaster it is expected that he 
will int one who choosé suitable persons for the perform- 
ance of this carrier service. 
Mr. BINGHAM. But he has no discretion with respect to the 
ersons. You have eliminated the op ees of the Postmaster- 
in every t-office where the population is less than 
10,000 or the receipts of the office less than $10,000. In such 
laces _— ve this patronage and this power to the tmaster 
B wee . But the moment you go to an office where the popula- 
tion is 10,000 or the income $10,000 or more, that moment the 
carrier must go through a rigid civil-service examination, must 
wear a uniform, and must in all respects be governed by the rules 
of the service. 
Mr. SPERRY. Why, then, do you draw this line? If you are 
—_ O° pate: on the one side, why not be just as particular on the 


Mr. BINGHAM. In justice to myself and my record here, allow 
me to say that I brought in the bill which extended this service to 
communities of 5,000 population. I reported to this House the bill 

which ided for the experimental rural service, and carried it 
the House. - Hence I submit to the gentleman that I am 
not su to his criticism. 

_ Mr. ¥. Then the gentleman is “almost” but not en- 
tirely “‘such as I am” upon this matter. Is the gentleman willing 
te extend this service to communities of 5,000 people; and if so, 

_why should we withhold from farming communities that which 
themselves are willing and ready to eee! 


t I made it plain—that 


SEE Es 


! 


: - BINGHAM. The gentleman makes that assumption; but 
I do not know it to be the fact. I do, however, know this—that 


‘any farming community to-day can designate any person that the 
‘desire to receive their mail matter at the ouipective post-office. tt 
any farming community chooses to take that responsibility it can 
do so. I say to the gentleman that if we pass this legislation the 
—— under it will be unlimited. 
: - No, sir. 

Mr. BINGHAM. One main purpose of the system as existin 
in os cities to-day is to throw proper safeguards aroun 
the force, so as to prevent mail depredations. If the gen- 
‘tleman is going to add to the force of the Government employees 
‘in these subordinate lines, so as to have a body of carriers, each 








of them 
than double the carrier force and open the way to depredations, 
the prevention or detection of which will require a special-agert 
or three times as large as that which the Government now 


resenting twenty people or more, he is going to more 


Mr. SPERRY. ‘Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 
This same principle precisely might be invoked to-day in reference 
to your telegraph service, where you have your little boys carry- 
ing most important messages. 

a r. BINGHAM. They do not contain money or other valu- 
ables. 

Mr. SPERRY. There is no difference in principle. Why not 
apply the same principle to those little fellows who are delivering 
your tel ms? I can not see the difference. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman allow me to answer? 
course, with 
pany is liable. 


of 
to your telegraphic communications, the com- 
his bill in section 3 says: 

That the letter carriers pen by authority of this act shall be subject 
to all the provisions of existing law not inconsistent with this act 

The existing law establishes a bureau for the examination, 
through its detective or special-agent force, of all violations of 
law. » this respect the bureau will exercise a supervision, but 
that is the only feature of the bill which provides for any super- 
vision whatever outside of the local postmaster himself. That 
special-agent force would have supervision of the vast body of 
men that this bill proposes to provide for. But does the gentle- 
ase that the present special-agency force could do this 
work? 

Mr.SPERRY. The gentleman as an old postmaster knows that 
when he gave a clerk a position in his office he trusted him, and 
the people trusted him. Under this bill there is provided a penal 
sum of $100 for every violation of official duty. There is no more 
a ot under this bill than there was when you, as postmaster at 
i. _ elphia, appointed a clerk without requiring him to give 


mds. i 
Mr. BINGHAM. «I have only this criticism to make upon the 
tleman’s bill, that it opens up an unlimited increase of force 
in the postal service—unlimited. 

Mr. SPERRY. Not at all. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Every post-office that fails to turn ina revente 
of $10,000 will come under the provisions of this bill. My objee- 
tion is that the bill practically authorizes an unlimited force. The 
existing law permits an individual to send whomsoever he chooses 
to the post-office for his letters, the individual taking upon him- 
self the responsibility. That provision applies everywhere. An 
important objection to this measure is that there is not a word in 
it giving to the Postmaster-General or the Post-Office Department 


ag supervision of this business. 
r, SPERRY. The law of supply and demand operates in this 
matter. I assume that the gentleman as postmaster would not 


have increased the number of clerks in his office beyond the 
demands of the office. Neither would any local postmaster who 
takes a pride in serving the people add_needlessly to the number 
of carriers connected with his office. The number could not ex- 
ceed those who could make a living out of such service. The 
local tmaster would be just as particular as the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania would be in making his appointments. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman read the provision of his 
own bill? 

That whenever not lessthan twenty persons who receive their mail matter 
through the same post-office shall petition the postmaster at such office to 
appoint one or more letter carriers, who shall be at least 16 years of age, tor 
the delivery of letters and other mail matter therefrom to the persons 
addressed, at their tive residences or places of business, and for the 
collection of letters and the conveyance and delivery of them to the post- 
office, said postmaster shall appoint a suitable number of letter carriers for 
that purpose 


Mr. SPERRY. Precisely. I am glad the gentleman called 
attention to the language of the bill itself. It provides for the 
appointment of a suitable number of such carriers. 


r. BINGHAM. Of conrse; without limit. 

Mr. SPERRY. My dear friend, it is precisely the same thing 
under the regulations by <hich you conducted your business at 
Philadelphia. It was unlimited there to the same extent that it 
is unlimited here. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
priation bill. 

Mr. SPERRY. And there is no trouble whatever in reference 
to this matter. You need not be afraid that the postmaster will 
oe so many as to burden or interfere with those whom he has 
already appointed. It is to be supposed, at least, that a man who 
is suitable for a postmaster has some practical common sense and 
judgment to guide him in such matters. 

r. BINGHAM. I havesaid what I desired to say, Mr. Speaker. 
I have stated my objections, so far as I am concerned, to this bill, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, as I understand the pending 
bill and its purposes, the men who are to be employed under its 
operation are not employees of the Government of the United 


It was limited to the extent of the appro- 
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States. They would practically be selected by the people whose 
‘mail matter they are going to distribute. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 
their appointment? 
Mr. WILLIAMS. To the Government of the United States, of 


o whom would they give bond in case of 


course. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then what would determine their character 
as employees? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I was going to say that, being paid by the 
people whose mail they deliver, as a matter of practical ation 
it would result in these men being chosen by these people them- 


selves. 

Mr. BINGHAM. But are they not subject to all of the laws 
and regulations governing the Post-Office Department—every law? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Certainly. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then they give bond to the Government of 
the United States and are subject to all the laws and regulations 
of the Postal Department. Iask the gentleman, what are they? 
They are EAPO in.this bill as “‘ carriers.” 

Mr. WILL S. I understand the point the gentleman is 
making. To the extent that these people give bond to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, and are subject to the criminal 
laws which govern the operations of carriers generally through- 
out the United States, they are employees of the Government, of 
course. But as to the question of their selection, practically they 
will be selected by the people whose mail they deliver, because 
these people—that is, twenty or more of them uniting together in 
such request— would agree to the selection of a carrier, and would 

' give their written consent to the postmaster for the appointment, 
stating that such person so selected is a suitable person to receive 
and deliver their mail matter. It is always well to go into the 

‘practical operation of matters back of the law. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the proposed bill—the legislation it seeks to 
enact—is nothing but the development into law of a system which 
already exists in a part of this country. For example, down in 
my own country, in the State of Mississippi, there is a community 
of people—there are several of them, but 1 have in mind onecom- 

‘'munity—who annually direct the postmaster to deliver their mail 
to a certain person selected by them to receive and déliver it. 
The carrier gets the mail from the post-office and deposits it in 
boxes in front of the various plantations on his route, and takes 

,from the boxes such mail matter as has been deposited by the 

' planters, or the renters of the land, and carries it to the post- 
‘Office. So the common sense of a community in this country has 
‘already developed a scheme exactly that which the gentleman 
from Connecticut desires to put into the shape of law upon our 
‘statute books. And in order to avoid the objection of undue ex- 
' pense his bill provides that these carriers shall be paid by the peo- 

| ple whose mail they deliver. 
Now, it is wrong, inherently wrong, that the great cities of this 
country should have their free delivery of mail matter, while the 
pene living in more sparsely settled communities can not have 
such an advantage. But I recognize at the same time the fact 
that the free delivery of letters in ay settled localities would 

bring about an expenditure to the Government far beyond a due 
proportion of the number of letters or mail matter delivered, and 
| all that; and each of us has practically surrendered to the idea 

‘that all of the great cities of the United States should have this 
free delivery, and that the citizen of the United States living in 
Philadelphia, for instance, should have favors shown him by the 
| Government which a citizen living in the rural districts of - 
sas does not have, and which can not be shown to him. I under- 
stand that the argument is always made, in answer to that, that 
the mail of Philadelphia, for example, pays its own way; but that 
‘is not true, because for every letter they send out from Philadel- 
' phia a letter is received there from some more sparsely settled sec- 
‘tion of the country. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman allow me to make a 
statement? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes. 

Mr. BINGHAM. It is not put on that ground. That is one of 
the grounds of the benefit of free delivery, but in a city where 

haps 200,000 letters are received daily it would take an office 

ve times as large as this Capitol if it depended upon the people 
calling for their letters. That vast amount of aul matter must 
be gotten out of that office in some way, just the same as the mail 
matter which you drop into the office must be removed from the 
ee into the country. Therefore you have the free-delivery 


ce. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Whatever may be the reason pee for the 
existence of the fact, the fact does exist that a gentleman living 
in Philadelphia receives his mail free, at the expense of the Gov- 
ernment, and a gentleman living at Medicine Lodge, Kans., or 
some other small place, does not. The fact remains; but men of 
/common sense r ize that that is a necessary discrimination 


— the man who lives in the sparsely settled country. 
this man who lives in the sparsely settled country is willing to 


remove the only objection to his upon the of 
equality—that objection ain the tat that his —- 


upon So gpeuns ane would cost the a great 
tag tho money Wenn, Ueue set see aw eagle aamaie Mecon 
mo: can not see sun 
eon object, 1 ens aanibersh sohemeot rural free by the 
Government may be to by gentlemen who have to 
pay a tax to carry on the scheme, but I can not see how any 
can object to a scheme which involves delivery at the expense 


the di oe ee said eee this ore 
practically in parts country. a a part 
of my own county, where, all along the line of a road 40 miles in 


length, all subject to one post-office, the planters have their boxes 
out for ves and their tenants, they give instructions to 
fie pestanaenee to SNS Sa en ee ee ee 
to them. 


t why 
the necessity for this , or rather the advisa- 
bility, of the law is this, that the people by them are not 
er di Soe ae duties rie and if 

y give no seg ve y; =. 
thing does happen in cenoet's ional eo ee ie 
no who can look into it. The moment 
order to the postmaster to deli 


moment the Post Stee Shogo oe ere 
with the letter, after it is delivered to John Smith, and can not 
even examine into the 


F 
: 
5 
Ff 
E 


statement? 
Mr. WILLTAMS, In one moment. 
Mr, BING?:AM. All right. 


Mr. WILLéAMS. One other thing. The seems to 
bag sane Oo et atone tee ame 


Mr. BINGHAM. Thereis in the bill which allows that. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. There is i 


that. On the con , the bill says the postmaster shall deliver to 
the men thus se 


the 
written requests on file in the office. So that that objection does 
not lie to bill. I I that 
steel Cenk Se Stee See ee eee re aes 
[Mr. SpERRyY] to the oe 


not mislead tleman, the belief that there was some- 
Mr. LOUD. What objection could there be to that, if they are 


ILLIAMS. There would be very to that, 
ant Set ie wae renee bea respon- 
sibility. would be several people with the of 
eens he ak nt eee the privi- 


Ww 

cents. Iam I brought the of Philadelphia in, as the 
entire t ended th aiataete aaa The 
= of this country would be very glad to pay that 
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districts will come in and claim that these carriers ought to be paid 
by the Government. Well, if the system develops intosuch a suc- 
cess that Congress can be convinced that it is reasonable and wise 
for the Government to extend the regular free-delivery service to 
the population of the rural districts, it will be all right to make 
the extension, and, on the other hand, if Congress can not be con- 
vinced of the wisdom of doing it, the extension will not be made, 

The objection raised by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
BINGHAM] with reference to prosecutions for violations of the law 
might be made to every bill that has ever been passed by Con- 
gress. It seems to me that there is nothing substantial in that 
objection. It is charged that there is discrimination made by our 
postal laws in favor of the people who live in cities. 

Hereis an opportunity to accommodate the people of the country, 
and to accommodate them at no expense to the Government. The 
proposition is simply that we throw the protecting care of the 
Government around this character of service. I really do not 
understand how any gentleman can in good faith oppose giving 
this advantage to the people in the country districts, who very 
often have to go for days without their mail and who, when they 
want to take a letter to the post-office, are sometimes obliged to 
do it at an expense of two or three dollars, depending upon their 
distance from the office and the extent to which they may be 
pressed for time during the busy seasons of the year. 

It seems to me that we ought to pass this bill. It seems to me 
that we ought to pass it unanimously. It seems to me that gen- 
tlemen from the cities ought to stand by such a bill as this, espe- 
cially when it does not cost the Government anything. We from 
the rural districts are called upon from year to year to vote large 
appropriations for this special-delivery service. We always do 
vote for such appropriations to extend this delivery system in the 
cities. I hope that not only gentlemen representing city districts, 
but those especially who represent rural communities will vote 
for this bill. It is one which ought to pass without dissent. 

Mr. SPERRY. Mr. Speaker, the time is short; otherwise I 
would permit this debate to proceed. But, under the circum- 
stances, I ask that-the bill be put on its passage. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. LOUD. I was about to ask fora few moments. There is 
some time left, I believe. 

Mr. SPERRY. If there is time, all right. 

Mr. LOUD. I will say to the gentleman that the time is un- 
limited. We can consider this bill for the coming week without 
its losing any right unless some matter of higher privilege should 


supersede it. 

Mr. SPERRY. Then I hope the gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Spenieer, 3 had seriously hoped the time might 
come when, even on the floor of this House, we could approach the 
discussion of a question of this sort without at least seeming dem- 
agogy. I had hoped that we could approach the discussion ofa 
question of this character without appealing to the passions or 
prejudices of the rural element in this country. We have before 
us a plain business proposition; but after listening to the last two 
gentlemen who have appealed to us so pitifully in behalf of the 
rural districts I havesaid to myself in sorrow, ‘‘ Whatis to become 
of our farming population in the next Congress if we can not have 
those gentlemen hereto represent them?” [Laughter.] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this bill either amounts to something or it 
amounts to nothing. If it amounts to anything, it is one of the 
most dangerous propositions ever presented to Congress. If it 
amounts to nothing, why should this House spend its time in its 
discussion or give it any consideration whatever? 

Permit me tu say, with all due respect to gentlemen with whom 
I dislike to differ, that this bill confers no privilege or power 
which does not exist to-day. There is no rural community in 
this country to-day that can not avail itself of every privilege con- 
templated by this bill without the passage of any such measure. 
If that is a fact (and if not I call upon any gentleman here to 
successfully contradict it), then why the necessity for the passage 
of this bill? 

Mr. PICKLER, Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. LOUD. I had hoped the time had come when even the 

ntleman from South Dakota would allow me to proceed for a 

ew minutes uninterrupted. 

Mr. PICKLER. The gentleman need not yield if he does not 
wish to do so. 

Mr. LOUD. If the gentleman will let me finish the “‘perora- 
tion” I now have in view,I will yield to him with the greatest 
pleasure. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE (to Mr. Loup). Oh, yield to him. 

Mr. LOUD. Allright. I can not resist the — of ‘the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, even if I could that of the gentleman 
from South Dakota. 

Mr. PICKLER. I will not trespass upon the gentleman’s time. 

Mr. LOUD. As 1 was saying, this bill confers on no commu- 
nity any privilege that it has not to-day. Under existing law 


any man or set of men can w-day delegate any person they may 
select to go to the post-office for them and cones their ah 


Mr. BINGHAM, And pay him what they like. 

Mr. LOUD. And pay him or not, as they choose. 

Now, what would be the practical o: 
it should become a law? It could not be successfully operated 
the advantage of your farmers up in South Dakota. 

Mr. PICKLER. Now will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
a question? 

r. LOUD. I was willing to yield to the gentleman when he 
oe me before. I hope he now allow me to proceed. 
- PICKLER. Butnow the gentleman has alluded to me 
sonally. 

Mr. Loup. But the gentleman insists on otras me when 
Iam getting = h. [Laughter.}] Why not until I pans 
Mr. PICKLER. Butyouarealways “gettinguphigh.” [Laugh- 
ter.] I want to ask the gentleman by what. process we can put 
these carriers under bonds without some statute authorizing it? 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, well, it is not necessary to put them under 
bonds at all. I believe there are hundreds of good, respectable, 
honest citizens in every community who can be trusted to deliver . 
the mail to persons .in their vicinity. There has never yet been 
any serious complaint in that direction. 

Now, let us be practical. This measure could not be success- 
fully operated except in thickly settled communities. Go into a 
farming district where families are located from 1 to 5 mileg 
apart. No man in the world could successfully deliver letters in 
such acommunity at1centaletter. Now, let us be p . This 
bill could possibly be successful only in the thickly settled portions 
of the country, even if enacted into law. But let us put it in 
successful operation for a moment and see what the ts would 
be. Let twenty people in one locality petition for the appointment 
of a carrier by the postmaster to deliver theif mail. Is their mail 
of sufficient magnitude in such localities to support the pees 
of thiscarrier? No. Hecannot expect to seuatve very much com- 
— for the service. He can perhaps get 1,000 persons on 

is list who will agree to pay 1 cent on every letter delivered. 
How many—and I will ask each gentleman present to consult his 
own conscience and his knowl of the conduct of men—how 
many men will pa a debt varying 1 to3cents? I claim that 
the collection o amount of money isimpracticable. One-half 
or two-thirds of it, no doubt, could be collected. Butthe collection 
of the whole of it would be almost impossible. What is the inev- 
itable result? No man has ever yet performed a service for th 
Government of the United States as an officer or employee an 
failed to receive pay but has come to Congress at some future time 
and has deman the compensation to which he claimed to be 
entitled. If this bill were put into operation and these men did not 
receive pay for the carrying of the mail you would find them knock- 
ing at the doors of Con to be compensated as sworn officers of 
the Government, and in time they would be powerful enough 
just as the letter carriers of the country have been pow 
enough in the past to force the payment tothem for overtime, which 
in that case amounted to about $4,090,000. 

Mr. PICKLER. Oh, you will be here to prevent that. 
rng : 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, I shall not be here, lam sorry to say, forever. 
A MemBer. Well, you will be here the next time, and Friend 
PICcKLER will not. ([Laughter.] 

Mr. LOUD. Iamsorryeven tolose the gentleman from South 
Dakota, who gives me so much trouble. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill comes before Congress without the rec- 
ommendation of the Post-Office Department. It comes without, 
so far as I have been able to ascertain as the chairman of the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, the demand or the 
ae of any body of citizens in the land. I would like to have 
had incorporated in the report accompanying the bill the letter of 
the Postmaster-General sent to the committee in regard to it. It 
has not been embodied in the report. 

Mr. SPERRY. Because it was received after the report was 


repared. 
" Mr. LOUD. ButI will say that it does not commend this meas- 
= to the careful a S vas wey, fs aa 
regard it as a measure pro of great danger coun- 
try on the one hand, and dn the cle as straining at a gnat and 
swallowing a camel. I hope—I sincerely hope, sir—that this 
House will consider on the one side the gravity of the si 
that may confront it, and the absurdity of the situation, on the 
other hand, of assum: $5 throw Sinsetiiing to the renal Giasiete 
of the country that amount to nothing. 
Mr. PICKLER. Is not that the unanimous report of the com- 


mittee? . 
od weetiag sasechaes wobtaoe Oils te hese Tee aaa toa 
and nothing me more ear 

California taking the position that he does. nih i 


Mr. LOUD. + me to say that I opposed this bill in the 
committee, 


tion of this measure 








CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


























































Y¥. If you did I did not know it. 


Mr. SPERR meaning contingent expenses, is increased from $30,000 to $35,000, 
Mr. LOUD. Very well; there are other members of the com- 


The committee took considerable testimony upon that subject, and 


mittee who do know it. finally consented to an increase of $5,000. The Commissioner 
Mr. SPERRY. I want the House to understand the logic, if it | stated that under the present law, as applied and yg gs to the 
possibly can, of the gentleman from California. He is a | civil-service law, it was impossible to readily get help in case of 


a busy day or two at a pension agency when there wus a creat 
desire to make prompt payments to pensioners. He stated that 
he had no power whatever to ae? any extra help, even fora 
day; that he could not doit; that if he made a requisition upon the 
civil-service branch of the Government, before he would get the 
clerks to the place where they were needed the occasion for their 
employment would expire. e therefore gave him an additional 

,000 to use in his discretion for the employment of help for a day 
or two or three days. It seems that in the last fiscal year there 
was a detailed force. The Commissioner was empowered to em- 
ploy laborers for a day or two or three days ata time. But Com- 
missioner Lochren revoked this order; and then, the order of the 
President with reference to the classified civil service havi gone 
into effect, including‘all laborersin this Department under the civil- 
service law, it became an absolute impossibility for the Commis- 


age ainst the bill. He charges that there is nothing in the 
“then that it is the most bill that was ever passed; 
and yet he says in the same breath and at the same time that the 


= same is a in the law. 
. 


Mr. SPERRY. I do not know whether it is or not. I simply 
say that it is putting it into the form of law, and describing the 
way and manner in which people who wish to receive their mail 
shall proceed in order to secure its delivery in such manner as 
shall be most convenient to them. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish this bill to be put upon its passage. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time. E 

The on taken w the of the bill, on de- 
mand of Mr. Loup House divided; and there were—ayes 101, 


noes 13. sioner to employ men even for two or three hours. Therefore, 
So the bill was s after considering the matter fully, the committee thought that the 
On motion of Mr. SPERRY, a motion to reconsider the last vote | request was a reasonable one, and we allowed the additional $5,000, 
was laid on the table. : to be used at the discretion of the Commissioner of Pensions. If 


The SPEAKER. If the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads have no further business, the Clerk will proceed with the 
call of committees. 

The Committee on the Public Lands was called. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker—— 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union for the purpose of considering appropriation bills. 

The motion was to. 

Accordingly the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on state of the Union, with Mr. DinGLey in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 


in of 
for the of considering appropriation bills. The Clerk will 
the first bill, 


not used it will be turned into the Treasury again. The commit- 
tee increased the amount for rent $300. The testimony of the Com- 
missioner was that at one agency, at Topeka, it was necessary to 
have that increase in order to accommodate the office there. 

The total reduction amounts, in round numbers, to about $75,000 
from the amount 2 for the last fiscal year. I may say 
that the report of the subcommittee was unanimous and the report 
of the general committee was unanimous. 

With this brief explanation, I will now yield the floor to others 
who _ have anything to say on the subject. 

Mr. PICKLER. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 
There is no—— 
yield? CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Yes, sir. 


are © ees Mr. PICKLER. There is no new provision in the bill? 

hee Clea read the bill (H. Bs 0478) making sppropriations for | Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. It is the same as before. There 
. ymenv of inv mt ag 1808, and for o is no new legislation in the bill, and no attempt at legislation in 
ie as oe une W, ’ ther purposes. | the bill—no attempt at any alteration. It is simply the appropri- 


ation as before. 

Mr. MOODY. Will the gentleman explain to my ignorance 
what the na msion fund is? What is the income of that fund? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. As I understand, it is about 
$400,000 a year. The law passed during the war in reference to 
prizes ee a certain percentage of captures to the navy 
pension fund. Nearly all of this fund is used to pay pensions 
accruing to persons disabled in the Navy, and the Government 
4 the balance to make up the roll. That is ail there is 
of that. There is, I tink, a small part of it that is used fora 
purpose entirely consistent, but so minute that it does not amount 
to anything. Nearly all the navy pension fund is applied to navy 
pensions, and then we appropriate the balance. 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I yield to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. How much time does the gentleman need? 

Mr. GROW. Nota great deal. I do not intend to be long. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I yield the gentleman whatever 
time he wants. 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Chairman, on yesterday, at the conclusion 
of the reading of the President’s message, I was anxious then to 
call the attention of the House for a few minutes to one or two 
statements made in the message. 

“I will now ask the Clerk to read the extracts from the message 
of the President which I send to the desk. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I will yield to my colleague [Mr. 
Grow] after a minute. I wish briefly to explain the purpose of 
the It is the usual pension appropriation bill, and reduces 
S acema below what they were in the last bill some 

» $75, 


The committee examined the Commissioner of Pensions at 
length, and under his testimony they were unable to make any 
reduction in the first paragraph of bill, which appropriates 
$140,000,000 for the payment of pensions during the coming fiscal 


The Commissioner of Pensions stated that there were a large 
number of pending applications made under the general law which 
would have to be adjudicated during this time. Many of them, 
he stated, would be allowed, and large amounts paid, and while it 
was true that the death rate in the the was increasing, 

t that it would be more than offset by the increase in payments 

adjudicated cases, under whatis known as the general law, that 
is, under the acts of a, ey passed prior to the act of 1890. The 
amount paid he fiscal year was between $138,000,000 
and $139,000,000. e amount that will be paid during the next 
fiscal will probably gered $139,000,000, So that, into 

tion the total in inthe bill by the allowance of cases 
under the general law, the committee did not feel at liberty to 
reduce this item, and they allowed the total estimate of the Com- 





























oner of Pensions. ead : 

the item of fees of examining surgeons the committee, after ‘a leapt ae rearge ucts thin) ; , 
due consi tion, reduced the amount estimated $50,000, making on the 30th ym of J ane, 1896. ates jhe - pues Be Peake ead - 
a recommendation of $700,000 instead of $750,000, the amount | of the previous year more than $8,500,000, while the value of the domestic 


estimated by the Commissioner. 
The salaries of ts are fixed by law, and they amount to 
000. No reduction could be made in this item. 
next item is clerk hire at cies. The law ape in the 
last session, which directed pension agents to ny y checks in- 
stead of currency at the agencies, has enabled Commissioner 
of Pensions to make some reductions in the clerical force at the 
different agencies. He has done that, and contemplates further 
reductions. He, however, said that he could not safely manage 
the Department with less than $430,000, and as the making of re- 
ductions is 1 he sepa at present, the committee did not 
feel justified in g any further reduction below the amount 
the Commissioner said he would try to get along with. 
We — reduced that item $20,000, and have recommended 


$430, 
The other two items, fuel and light, are not changed from the 
estimate, but the estimate for stationery and necessary expenses, 


sposecs we ee, and which found markets abroad, was nearly $70,000,- 
more than during the preceding year. 

o * * “ ” + « 

Whatever may be its shortcom/ngs as a complete measure of tariff reform, 
it must be conceded that it has opened the way toa freer and greater ex- 
change of commodities between us and othér countries, and thus furnished 4 
wider market for our products and manufactures. 

* * * * ” > “ 
The Secretary of the Treasury reports that during the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 1896, the receipts of the Government from all sources amounted to : 

, 475,408.78. During the same period its expenditures were $434,678.654.48, a 

e excess of expenditures over receipts thus amounting to $25,203,245.70. 

Thus, it seems, Mr. Chairman, that the expenditures of the 
Government for the last fiscal year, closing June 30, 189¢, were 
in round numbers $25,000,000 more than the receipts. The year 
preceding the deficit was $45,000,000 in round numbers. By the 
monthly statement sent us by the Secretary of the Treasury 
the expenditures of the Government since the ist day of July, 
1896, to the ist day of December, the present month, have been 
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$40,976,453 morethanitsreceipts. Thesethreeitemsof deficiency in 
Yevenuerun through two years and five months, yet the President 
makes no recommendation as to any mode of increasing the revy- 
enues of the Government, but simply assures us that no deficit 
that has occurred or may occur need excite or disturb us. A very 
placid mood for the Executive of the Republic while its annual 
expenses have exceeded its receipts about an average of $50,000,000 
a year during his present term of office. 

The President seems to rest secure that the creditors of the na- 
tion will be paid unless the engravers and the money-printing 
presses of the Government shall break down. He compares the 
existing tariff with itself one year with another, and declares it 
has done better this year than it did the year before, and if it is 
let alone long enough it will undoubtedly some time meet all the 
expenses of the Government. In addition, he declares that it has 
opened the way to a freer and greater exchange of commodities 
between us and other countries. 

I do not propose to discuss the tariff to-day in any partisanspirit, 
or to excite any questions relating to free trade or protection, but 
simply to call attention to the business character of the existing 
tariff. It is not a question of whether this tariff is better for one 

year than another, but whether it is a good tariff for any year. 
f it is, we need no change. If it is not good for any ere 
then our first duty, as part of the legislative department of the 
Government, is to so change it as to provide revenue enough to 
meet the expenses of the Government economically administered. 
In a number of the schedules in the existing tariff less duty is col- 
lected on a larger valuation of imports than in the McKinley tariff 
for a corresponding rom and articles of pure luxury of a larger 
— are imported under the present tariff and less duty col- 
ected. 

To compare some of the schedules in the two tariffs as to amount 
of importation and duties collected, take earthen, stone, and china 
ware. Without taking the time to state the amount of importa- 
tion in each year, I will give the difference in the valuation each 
year and the difference in the duties collected. The valuation on 
china ware, earthen ware, etc., imported in 1896 was $1,162,193 

eater than in 1893,and the duty collected on these very same 

inds of articles $1,841,499 less than was collected under the tariff 
in 1893. In fruitsand nuts the importation in 1896 was $5,721,055 
more than in 1893, and the duty collected was $1,211,178 less than 


Now, take the tin-plate ind: A 
gonet of tin plate made for in this country. The matu- 
acture for consumption commenced at that time. The ew ae 
tion in 1895, under the present tariff, the first of this 
was 534,000,000 pounds, as against 000 po 
That is, there was a 
more than was imported in 1892; yet 
importation of 130,000,000 pounds more in 1895 was $1, 
than the duty collected in 1 . This loss of revenue is a 
crimination againstourownindustry. We 
plate this country needs. The existing manufactories 
cient capacity, but they have been y shut down 
years. e close the door to the uct of our own 
open the door to the product of foreign factories 
‘increasing our trade with nations.” 

Take brandy—if it had been there are been some 
reason in that. Danghie. We imported 8, more last 
Take distilled spirita, Our iaports inst year were $191,061 ceenter 

e di ~ were 
in valuation than our imports in 1893, yet we ee 
less revenue. 

These, Mr. Chairman, are some of the illustrations of the kind 
of tariff that we are asked to continue until it shall meet the defi- 
ciencies in the revenue. I grant that it gained about $12,000,000 
suse Sees in its second year, but at ea 

e to make up tke deficit in revenue alread 

The duty collected on the nine articles that I have enumerated— 
the same class of articles in each tariff, remember—the duty col- 
lected upon those articles d the fiscal year which closed on 
the 30th of June last, was $39,114,676 less than the duty collected 
mg the McKinley tariff on a much less amount of importa- 

ons. 


The oe ae shows the valuation and duties collected 
on certain articles in corresponding years. 


i 
Fu 


ei 


Z 

i 
EB 
a 


$851,541 

was collected in 1893. as 

Take iron and steel. This is the only item that I shall read the 217, 646 
importation of which in 1896 was less in valuation than that of 
1893, but while the importation of 1896 was $8,264,000 less than sot 
that of 1893, the duty collected was, in round numbers, $12,000,000 on 
less in 1896 than in 1893. All the other cases to which I call atten- 
tion are cases where the importation of foreign products in 1896 1, 464, 610 
exceeded in amounts and valuation the importation in 1893, and $791, 488° 
in every instance less duty was collected in 1896 from the same 558, 496 
kinds of articles on a largerimportation. That is, under theexist- 2, 908 
ing tariff a larger amount of importation is made than was made 
under the McKinley tariff and less — on that larger amount was 3, 183, 
collected; that, too, at a time when the Government needs the 2, 624, 786 
revenue. : 658, 848 

The friends of the existing tariff are claiming that it is better a 
than the tariff that it superseded. It is time for some gentleman ier ae 
on the Democratic side of the House to rise and in el t terms 
denounce “‘McKinleyism” as we have heard it so o for the 1,841,499 
last three years. le the revenues on these articles fell off, the Sasso 
importations increased. Take wool and manufactures of wool. oy as 
I grant that there was a theory underlying the change made in ‘ 
the — on the woe ——,, In the other cases there a 1,211,178 
no theory, nothi t a want of business capacity. a one an 
and appisuso.| But in the case of wool there was both a false Rees] aes 
theory and a waat of business capacity. 


The imports of wool and woolen manufactures in 1896 show.a aoe ee 
valuation of $27,000,000, in round numbers, more than the imports a Tol 198 
of the same articles in 1893, while the duty collected So. " 
great increase of imports is $21,477,354 less in 1898. is, 7 2a, ah 
‘we have brought foreigners in competition with our own great a ee 
wool industry, woolzrowing and the manufacture of wool, thus 
giving employment to the labor of other countries, while our 
own labor goes begging in the streets, and in doing it have 21, 47,389 
thrown away $22,000,000 of revenue. Take — and carpeting. 

I read this to further illustrate the want of business et 
— in 7 ss _— in aes duties - ee are 
uxuries. is evident that a large amount of revenue from years 
foreign importations can not be collected without making it some- articles under the Mc- 
what burdensome, unless duties are made very large on what are 
called the luxuries of life. Here are carpets and carpeting Seget wanes tee Gen Oe Oe ear ee 
including the highest priced carpets, Axminsters, Moquettes, and | was the last year that it was dutiable until this tariff. 
woven on special orders to fit a particular room. In 1895 Le ee ee 
importations of these goods were $7,146 more in valuation | tariff the tariff. 
than the importations in 1892, while the duty collected on them the of the United States collected on the im- 






amount of importations of the same 
Kinley tariff. 


In 1 
17,646 less than the duty collected on the im of of sugar into this that being the 
= a od os eee eee 
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President refers to in his 
on the 80th of last 


, being $24,000,000 
For years we have had a wide difference of views between t- 
country 


In the of this tariff which the 
Jeb commendation —the 


less than was collected in 1890. 

parties in this , and probably we shall continue to have 

= differences for years to come as to protection and free trade. 

"Protection means employment for American labor in 
as 


climate, soil, and facilities 


at a rate of 
roduced 


HE 


E 
d 
E 


way of comparison wi y 

fairly refer to 1892 and 1893 (the two years immediately preceding 

bapa eal yi (the two years immediately succeeding) , 
any purpose ‘ 

In <n 1892 1898 the total —— of this coun 
amounted to $1,877,943,341. In the years and 1896 the 
exports amounted to $1,690,145,103, being $187,798,238 less than for 
the two years 1892 and 1893. 

Yet the President assures us that this tariff has opened the way 
‘to a freer and more commerce with foreign nations. 
‘This is his claim, in 


of the fact that under this new policy 








It is for the Congress of the United States to restore the reve- 
nues of the Government so as to equal its itures or to re- 
duce those nditures to correspond with revenue. Who 
on this side of the House or who on the other side believes that 
we can reduce materially the expenditures of this Government? 
They are now.no greater than they were when the gentlemen on 
the other were in power. We do not charge that they were 
extravagant in expenditures. This mighty country, with its great 
rivers, its mighty arteries of trade and commerce, requires a great 
expenditure, and it can hardly be expected to be less from year to 
i. Wise statesmanship, then, requires that we provide in leg- 

tion that the revenues shall equal the necessary expenses of the 

t, and its people are ready at all times to meet any . 

such demand upon their resources instead of borrowing money 

for current expenses in time of ce for future generations to 

pay. But, Mr. Chairman, it is the old system. It is familiar to 

usall. History repeats itself. Every year of Buchanan's Admin- 

istration the expenditures of the Government exceeded its reve- 

nues. Each year for the past three yeers we have had the samo 

idea illustrated in the present Administration. The Bourben of 
any times learns nothing and forgets nothing. [Laughter. | 

tn the old days, it is true, free trade harmonized with the labor 
system which existed in nearly one-half of the country. At that 

me and under those conditions there was some little reason in 
their free-trade theory. Capital owned its labor, and it must 
furnish clothing, provisions, houses, and everything for its sub- 
stance, and it had no interest in the elevation or the advancement 
oflabor. At that time and under those conditions free trade‘ had 
something upon which to rest. The owner of labor would buy 
the cheapest products of the Old World—products of the poverty- 
stricken labor of the old nations of the world, because capital 
thought it could get it at less price than it could purchase the 
same articles at home. They must furnish their labor, and they 
would do it at the lowest possible cost. But what was a seeming 
reason for that system at that time has passed forever away. From 
the Gulf to the Lakes and from ocean to ocean, with a people 
homogeneous in ideas and institutions, and everywhere with the 
same great stake and interest in the advancement and well-being 
of labor, which does so rnuch to add to the peseete and glory of 
@ republic, the reason which, existed for the old idea exists no 
more, yet the gentlemen who still cling to it, the same old idea, 
now call it ‘‘statesmanship.” [Laughter.] 

There is no longer any reason for the retention of the system 
which once , with the state of society, industries, and pop- 
ulation that now exists, so different from the condition which 
formerly prevailed. Yet we still find supporters of the old theory 
and advocates of the same old principles. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, permit me to say that I know of 
no duty to-day for the lawmakers of this country than to 
provide a system for revenue that will meet all the expenses 
of the Government and provide for finally extinguishing the 
national debt. The McKint ley bill was framed toreduce revenue, 
That was its title. There was no sham aboutit. Itwas made to 
reduce revenue. Wehad been paying throughont the entire term 
of Mr. Harrison’s Administration $64,000,000 a year in extinguish- 
ment of the national debt. That was done under a revenue pro- 
tective tariff policy begun under the leadership of the venerabie 

f nabining ad a ng aa eels Gallen tegetee oommas 
of com orem an c duties t er in custom- 
house duties on the same article. 

Under the system of revenue protection formuiated at that time, 
and established and maintained by the Republican party for thirt 

two-thirds of the national debt of almost three thousand mil- 
dollars was paid before this Administration came into power. 
They have added $262,000,000 to the reer ee debt of the na- 
tion, with a deficiency in revenues of $140,000,000 during the time 
have been in power. How longcan thissystem of revenuscon- 
tinue before this tariff—as the President assures us—will meet all 
the deficiencies in revenue? While the McKinley bill accom- 
plished what it was intended to accomplish—a reduction of reve- 
ee eins of the business of the country by the change 
in i tion in 1892 caused too tareduction. But had 
the times continued under the same po eon povets, with the same 
prevailing in the Government, the McKinley tariff would 
continued to raise enough revenue to pay the expenses of the 
Government and continue to disc portions of the national 
ety. as required by the pledge of the Government in 
1862, when the first issue of paper money was made. 
Mr. , the gentlemen who compose the legislative de- 
of the Government now and those who will come imme- 
y after them will have no higher duty to perform than that 
of providing by law for raising sufficient revenue for all the 
of the Government by a system of revenue protection. 
we were all content and satisfied with what is known as 
I think like good s we will all be 


the M tariff, portsmen 
ready and wilting os aah money on the tariff that will be framed 


hereafter as the “ Dingley tariff bill.” 


[Applause. } 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now proceed with the read- 


ing e. the bill by paragraphs for amendment and debate under 
the rule. 


The Clerk, proceeding with the reading of the bill, read as fol- 


lows: 


For fees and expenses of examining surgeons for services rendered within 
the fiscal year 1898, $700,000. And each member of each examining board shall, 
as now authorized by law, receive the sum of $2 for the examination of 
applicant whenever five or a less number shall be examined on any one day, 
an P for the examination of each additional applicant on such = ‘O- 
vided, That if twenty or more applicants appear on one day no fewer than 
twenty shall, if practicable, be examined on said day, and thai i reece mane’ 
nations be then made, twenty or more having appeared, then pp 

éxamina 


. id for the first examinations made on the nex the fee of 
ft only until twenty examinations shall have been made: ther, 
hat no fee shall be paid to any member of an exansining board 


sonally present and assisting in the examination of —— 
the report of such examining sur, shall specifi 
in their judgment the applicant is entitled to. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amend- 
ment at the end of line 28. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Amend by adding after the words “entitled to,” in line 23, the follo : 
** Which rating shall be conclusive as to the arhount of pension, if any, to 
allowed in each case.” 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chairman, the bill requires that these 
examining surgeons shall not only write out their diagnosis of the 
case, but that they shall also specifically stipulate the amount 
which in their judgment the applicant is entitled to. Now, that 
has been the practice for a long time, and yet the supervi 
board in the Pension ce has never paid any attention, so far as 
anybody could discover, to the ratin e by the local examin- 
ing board. By putting in that amendmen a ee 
in the Pension Office will be left to determine, from the diagnosis 
as written out and reported by the local board, the question 
whether any pension shall be allowed—whether the osis 
shows that the applicant is entitled to a pension. If re eter- 
mine that he is entitled to a pension, then the rating fix - 
local board is the rating that will govern. Some gentlemen might 
think that this would_leave to the local ex e 
entire question as to whether or not a pension should be ou. 

Mr. LACEY. Will the gentleman yield for a question 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Certainly. 

Mr. LACEY. Suppose a pensioner, in the judgment of the De- 
partment, was entitled to $18 a month, and suppose the local board 
should give him only $6. This amendment which you iter wrowid 
prevent the pensioner from receiving the $12 a month which he 
would otherwise be entitled to, ma a total of $18. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. No, that would not be true, because the 
matter is still left entirely in the hands of the supervisory board 
in the Pension Office. They are not compelled, as they are not now 
compelled, to take the report of any local board of examining 
surgeons; and it is within the knowledge, probably, of every gen- 
tleman in this House who has had occasion to investigate thee 
pension cases that the examining board in the Pension O 
repeatedly send the applicant to different boards, for different ex- 
aminations, in cases where the local boards have alr reported 
such a diagnosis as entitles the a yg to a on. The 
supervisory board in the Pension ce, not content with that, 
send him to another board. That board reports a diagnosis enti- 
tling him to a pension. They are not content with t. The 
send him to still another and another board, to find some 
that will finally make a diagnosis showing him not entitled toa 
pension. They will reserve the same power with this amendment 
put in that they donow. This does not interfere in any way with 
the administration of the Pension Office other than that while 
the supervisory board of the Pension Office finally determine that 
a man is entitled to a pension, then, when they come to that con- 
clusion, they will be compelled to accept the rating which the law 
requires the local board to make. 

Now, why should the local board be required by the law as it 
stands to ma“e any rating at all if that rating is to be of no 
force or effect? The supervisory board in the Pension Office as- 
sumes to make the rating from the diagnosis written out by the 
local board; so that, after all, if the supervisory board in the Pen- 
sion Office does what it ought to do, and if the local boards of 
examiners do what they ought to do, then the rate of pension will 
be fixed by the report made by the local board. But gentlemen 
all know that the — oe is not capable of such refine- 
ment as will enable the local board to write out a diagn as 
perfect and complete as the diagnosis made by the men who see 
and hear and feel and touch the applicant for the pension. The 
local board are then prepared, when through with the examina- 
tion of the applicant, from their sense of sight, their sense of 
touch, their sense of h 


— himself—they are best prepared to say to what reel 


ted, ¢ 
y state the ra which 


that man is disabled. They can write out in medical or surgi 
phrase how they find him disabled, as to his nervous system, 


earing, as well as the manipulation of the | Offi 





the general a de and 

cont who wal tales thal They can see and feel and hear 
but they can not write it down. Vig: then, ts base alte Se 
mine the extent of his 


the question to the examining board ia tila do mt ak 


esight, his hearing, his heart, liver, lungs, and all tha 
Shey tom mee pas OSS Sp bee oe es ee - 


whether a pe 
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Mr. ERDMAN. I raise the point of order that it changes exist 


ing law. 

eee a a ee 
say an on 0! e tleman from Penn- 
pe bam goes the = 


8 te cee ie 
Mr. CONNOLLY. It is suggested to me that the point of order 







was not : 
The . The tleman from Pennsylvania states 
tha’ he men he time fhe t was 
r. NO . hosrtaya not hear the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania i fr. Witi1am A, STonE]. 
Mr. WIL A. INE. It was an tleman from 
Pennsylvania. are more than one from Penn- 


lvania. There are just thirty gentlemen from tvania on 


Ms OO Y. I beg the gentleman 
> ’s 







to be heard on 
Msg EMRE. wan row, pve tion mt ptt 
5 es; ve t 
order: The amendment j mE gee. <4 Ww. Pron, is 
no law - au an “— pie ay I know Anis 
vin a) a 
nai is allowed, duties are caaanet 
bed duties no os ‘ound as authori 
tem to fx the rae of pen ye 
e on, 
what we mean as to t the rate of oe c. 


say that it d ot make any of fixed law as 
to-day. Itis simplyachange in the practice of the Pension 
that and nothing 

Mr. HARDY. Ifthe gentleman will allow me, is it not a fact 
that until recently the pension examining surgeous were only per 
reat het amis eae the case and make no rating w 
ever; -_ t recen Ae ae; reestablished bog beywy, Ad ¢ 
board o surgeons, and e rer e 
eagle act under a rule of the nacdanel and not 

wa 

Mr. OONNOLLY. I understand that formerly these a 


tion bills —I do not know years ago— 

any provision of this kind at all— i is, a peuvian that the 

of such examinin —- shall y aoe 

be their judgme . t is oaunes I 

s ese oouien Pp were 

out any provision o kind in at all, tating duties 
the 1 exami surgeons in respect. some 
past, 1 am informed, it has been the custom to put a provision 
the bill requiring to make that kind of a rating in their re- 
port. I understand that under rule invoked by the gentle- 
man no change of law can be in an a bil 


Now, I e answer to the gentleman is no law gi 
authority to the supervisory = of medical examiners cise 
make the rating. e law has existed for some req 
the local board of examin surgeons to fix the ¥ 
amendment does not change that. 
committee requires the same —thbat the local board shall 
the nating. Now, I believe that has ~ for arene. 

w e — urpose, manifest] uiring 

= <= i if e'was not that they should have gome govern: 
sotog end con trofling po = cbadh bo, fetus Set nopenta Seale 

erning and con wer i 
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has expended in New York nearly twice as much as—at least one- 
third more than—at any other agency in this country. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. It will be time enough then to 
correct the matter. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. I think it would be best to correct it 
now. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I understand that one of my col- 
leagues on the committee, the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. BLUE], 
desires to be heard for a few moments. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, when the subcommittee submitted 
this bill to the general committee it was the understanding that 
the Commissioner of Pensions should further consider the ques- 
tion of rents and furnish information whether or not that item 
could be reduced. I will ask the chairman of the subcommittee 
whether that information has been furnished? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I have the information here. I 
apologize to the gentleman for neglecting to hand him the paper 
before. I should have done so. 

Mr. BLUE. Upon a hasty examination of this paper, I fin 
nothing to indicate that a reduction in the rents can be made. I 
wish to say, however, that the change of law  gtephown for pay- 
ment of pensioners by mail instead of payment in person must 
some instances have rendered it unnecessary to continue to use all 
the office room heretofore provided. It is also a fact that some of 


we reduCed the last item, as the gentleman will remember, $20,000 
on his testimony. The Commissioner desired the appropriation 
to remain the same as before, in order that he, in the exercise of 
sound discretion, might advance some of the salaries. But on an 
examination of the matter we thought it important that the change 
suggested here should be made, and believed it to be imprudent 
and unwise not tocut out the amount we thought it safe and pra- 
dent to cut out. This was done in the iabeveal of ; 
Mr. BINGHAM. Will my colleague from Pennsylvania allow 

me to occupy five minutes? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Certainly; I yield five minutes. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I have no desire to delay the 
assage of this ap tion bill, I feel it incumbent upon me, 
owever, to submit to the House a op rhe mgr There is no 


le sta 
official or public document issued or u by our Government 
that has either the signification or general circulation, careful 






































sion of the Fifty-third Con which was the first annual mes- 


sage of the President, cov e general subjects submitted for 
7 of Congress, the President in his 














Tam packs understand why ds in the pension rolls should 







the public buildings which have been in course of construction— Orta sees Si vigor. 

including, I assume, the one at Detroit—must soon be in acondition | 3 rs ~— a os to Socal 
to supply offices for the Government, and among others, offices for | pension frauds. By no means the least wrong done is wore and deserving 
the pension agents. This statement just handed tome by the gen- | Pensioners, who certainly ought not to be condemned to such association. 


















tleman from Pennsylvania does not say when that will be accom- 
plished. But at this time, not wishing to retard the passage of 
this bill, I will not offer any amendment. I suggest, however, 
that hereafter, if it be ascertained that it can be done, a provision 
reducing the appropriation for rent be incorporated in the bill 

In reply to some remarks of my colleague from Kansas [Mr. 
Curtis], who doubtless made his criticism in good faith, I wish 
to say that in considering the appropriation embraced in this bill 
“for stationery and other necessary expenses, $35,000,” we added 
$5,000 at the suggestion of the Commissioner for the purpose, in 
the main, of giving him a force to be used at his discretion—for the 
employment of extra clerks when needed for the expeditious dis- 
tribution of the vouchers, 

The Commissioner gave us clearly to understand that the force 
at New York, Boston, and other places in the East should be cut 

‘down so as to correspond as nearly as possible with the number 

of pensioners paid. I apprehend an investigation would show 
that the Commissioner would be justified in making slight dis- 
criminations or differences in the expenses of different offices. 
The salaries at New York would perhaps be in excess of what 
they necessarily should be at Topeka. 

Mr. CORTIS of Kansas. As all the clerks are under the civil 
service, why should they receive any more in New York than in 
Kansas? Those in Kansas are just as efficient as those in New 
York. 

Mr. BLUE. It would seem to be obvious that, in view of the 
difference in expenses of living, wages in New York might prop- 
erly be higher than in Kansas or some other Western | ties. 
By reason of surrounding circumstances it might be necessary that 
@ clerk employed in an office in New York City should be paid a 
larger salary than a clerk of like efficiency in the city of Topeka. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. Does not the gentleman know that 
under the civil-service law the salaries of ‘all clerks are graded? 

Mr. BLUE. The gentleman will find, upon an investigation of 
this matter, that discretion is given to the Commissioner here; 
and, under his manipulation, he can protect the clerks, as his 
evidence shows. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. Itis his ‘‘ manipulation” that we are 
finding fault with. 

Mr. BLUE. Oh, well, it may be necessary manipulation. 

Further than that, Mr. Chairman, it is necessary that he should 
have discretion, in emergencies, to provide assistants not covered 
by the civil-service rules, 

I think this bill has been carefully examined in every detail. 
We have not cut down the amount that has been required for the 
payment of pensions at all. The reductions which have been 
made in the branches of the expenditures of the Department relate 
to clerk hire, to lights, examining surgeons, and so on, and we 
have given all of these items very careful consideration. I appre- 
hend that it will be found, when the bill is carefully canine by 
the gentleman, as good as it could possibly be made under the 
circumstances. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
this question: It is true, is it not, that we called the Commissioner 
of Pensions before us twice, with reference to this very matter, 
and went carefully over the entire ground with him? 

Mr. BLUE. It is true, as the gentleman from Ohio has stated 
that we called the Commissioner of Pensions before us twice, an 









In the appropriation bills for the three full years wherein this 
Administration has been dis’ the public funds through its 
a panne re ne one : on A — having 
charge of the executive, judicial, and legislative bill, 
nizing the serious character of these utterances of the President of 
the United States, increased the yo ang a for 
investigations pertaining to the Pension ua from ,000 
which includes the deficiency, to $400,000 for the fiscal of 
1894, to $500,000 for the fiscal year of 1895, the same sum of ,000 
for the fiscal year of 1896, and also provided for the tment 
of 150 ial examiners at an expenditure of $195, In other 
words, the Congress of the United States gave, in its eo 
tions for examination by special detailed examiners of the 
Bureau, which had immediately and  soaigenmy in the 
investigation of pension frauds, more was asked for 
Pension Bureau of the Department of the Interior. 


















































of the Pension Buree: Ss to these ‘‘ conspiracies” 

and the result being statement that I have submitted. 

a in his oo to rae I desire — 
ese grou facts and utterances may 

record for Et dna a dent submits: 

The Commissioner of ons that during the last fiscal year 329 
indictments were found of the pension laws. Under these 
indictments 167 convictions resulted. 

Gentlemen, in view of that exhibit under this Administra’ 
can anyone in this House credit the statement contained in 
message to the second session of the Fifty-third Congress: 

Tho ds of neighborhoods have their -known fraudulent pensioners, 
and recen developments by the Bureat blish appalling conspiracies to 
accomplish n frauds. 

I have given you the statement of the President as exhibited in 
his former message. I give it to you as exhibited in his last annual 
m e, —s 167 convicti and I submit also to the 
fact that every dollar asked for by this Administration for the 
detection of pension frauds has been appropriated by the Demo- 
cratic House of the a Gee eee oa the bo narra 
House of the Fifty-fo Co and we after years 

f consistent effort, 167 con ons out of a roll, ‘on June 30, 

896,” as the President states it, of ‘‘970,678 pensioners.” This is 
the largest number ever reported. I leave question for your 
reflection. LAppieges | 

Arid then, on motion of Mr. W. A. Stons, the committee 
rose; and the Speaker haying the chair, Mr. DINGLEY 
Chairman of the ttee of the Whole House on the state 
the Union, rted that the ttee had had under ; 
tion the bill (H. R. 9478 ng app tions for the payme 
of invalid and other ons of nited States for the fise 
year ending June 30, 1898, and for other p and 
rected him to report the same to the House : 
and with the recommendation that the same do pass. 








































The bill was ordered to be and read a third time; and 
it was read the eee 

On motion . WILLIAM A. STONE, a motion to recon- 
sider the last vote was laid on the table. 


CONTESTED ELECTION CASE—WATSON VS. BLACK. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following communi- 


cation, which was read: 
eee Ce fachington, D.C. December 8, 1896. 


Sir: Ihave the honey be ms B, Wats n,m, ames - 


Fifty States, notice 

Phe has been fied in the office of the Clerk of the House, and 

, 

compliance with the act March 2, 1887, entitled “‘An act relat- 
tna so contented elections” of the in the said case as 

the parties in in wang hs be ht to the Clerk, 
eree Deore A pn cote peeen se! Ayo 
as were wittal the original have been sealed 

'y to be ‘ore the on 


an com 
upon the receipt by the Clerk of said briefs. 
iW. 
ane oun ee Tn 
wis poner nine of Representatives. 
TheSPEAKER. Withouto on, the matter will be referred 
to the Committee on o. 1, 
There was no objection. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
- To Mr. Harner of Nebraska, for one week, on account of im- 
portant business. | 

To Mr. WILBER, for ten days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. Roysg, for Se ah ae Sone of im t business. 

And then, on motion of Mr. DinaiEy (at 4 o’clock and 20 min- 
utes p. m.), the House 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
tions were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred, as 


OWS: 

A letter from W. B. Franklin, president of the Board of Man- 
agers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 
transmitting the report of the Board for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1896—to the Committees on Military Affairs and Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be prix ted. 

A letter from the Attorney-General of the United States, trans- 
mitting a list of judgments rendered in favor of claimants and 
against the United States and defendant Indian tribes, and not 
heretofore appropriated for—to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Commissioner of Labor, making a report o 
a plan for a permanent census service, in response to the joint 
resolution apres March 19, 1896—to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

meme Snaggnenaatensr on. Spe tema ysl 


a of a communi 

submitting certain changes in estimates affecting the salaries of 

DIkiD Macs tsa- 
on ; 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court o Ss, trans- 
eee o Se filed by the court in the case of 
Mary A. Hart ao nited States—-to the Committee on 
War Claims, oO} to be printed. 
aft letter from fe Ange aes finge fi ee Court of com , trans- 

a e court in the case of 
Tawar E. Bolick administrator, t The United States—to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Commissioner of Labor, submitting a state- 
ment of all money gy under his direction during the fiscal 


year June 80, 1896—to the Committee on Labor, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter the of War, transmitting a report of 
receipts and expenditures of the construction and maintenance of 
the sewerage system and im ents at Fort Monroe, 
a Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 

| prin 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
Under clause 2 of Rule re no bg wv aagger apd ne grew mide 
= consideration of the following bills; which were refe 
WS: 


0 
The bill (H. R. 3486) granting a pension to Benjamin Contal, of 


3D 


Blair, Nebr.—the Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, end 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The bill (H.R. 138) granting a pension to Benjamin Cental, of 
Blair, Nebr.—the Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 





PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XX1T1, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. BARRETT: A bill (H. R. 9488) for the construction of 
a@ wooden dry dock at the United States navy-yard, Boston, Mass.— 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9489) for the improvement of the grounds of the 
United States Naval Hospital at Chelsea, Mass.—to the Commitiee 
on Naval Affairs. « 

ee LORIMER: A bill (H. R. 9490) to prevent conspiracies 
to blacklist—to the Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. CHARLES W. STONE: A bill (H. R. 9491) to create a 
commission to select a suitable reservation or plot of public 

und in the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia, 

or memorial purposes, under the auspices of the National Society 

of the Daughters of the American Revolution—to the Comznittee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. MEYER: A bill (H. R. 9492) to provide for the closing 
of the Pass a Loutre Crevasse and for the improvement of the 
Southwest Pass at and near the mouth of the Mississippi River— 
to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. ELLIS: A bill (H. R, 9493) to amend an act entitled 
“An act to forfeit certain lands heretofore granted for the pur- 
pose of aiding in the construction of railroads, and for other pur- 

,” approved September 29, 1890, and the several acts amenda- 

ory thereof—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
y Mr. COOPER of Florida: A bill (H. R. 9494) concerning cer- 
— homestead lands in Florida—to the Committee on the Public 


ds. 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A bill (H. R. 9511) to establish a military / 
and national a upon the Palisades of the Hudson—to the Com: 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. EVANS: Joint resolution (H. Res. 204) continuing in 
force section 2 of the act of June 3, 1896, entitled “An act to 
repeal section 61 of an act to reduce taxation, to provide revenus 
for the Government, and for other purposes,” which became a 
law August 28, 1894—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GROSVENOR: Joint resolution (H. Res. 205) author- 
izing the building of a telephone line in the District of Columbia— 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. MEYER: Joint resolution (H. Res. 206) to authorize 
and direct the Secretary of War to have madea surfey of the 
tg Point a Loutre, near the Southwest Pass of the Mississippi 

iver—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. PICKLER: Resolution (House Res. No. 429) requesting 
the Committee on Rules to grant one day each week during this 
session for consideration-of such bills as are in order at Friday 
evening sessions—to the Committee on Rules, 





PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following tities 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois: A bill (H. R. 9495) granting a 
pension to James R. Zearing—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. BARRETT: A bill (H. R. 9496) granting a pension to 
Eleanor Shea—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. COX: A bill (H. R. 9497) granting a pension to Fred- 
erick W. Palmore—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: A bill (H. R. 9498) for the relief of the 
Erie Railroad Company—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. CURTIS of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9499) authorizing 
and directing the Secretary of the Interior to sell certain lands to 
A. L. Williams, and for other purposes—to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9500) granting a pension to Mrs. Georgianna 
Eubanks—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FENTON: A bill (H. R. 9501) granting a pension to 
Nancy Whirley, of Ironton, Ohio—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of California: A bill (H.R. 9502) for the 
relief of Caroline Felsenthal, executrix, etc., of Phillip Felsen 
thal, of California—to the Committee on Claims. 


By Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts: A bill (H.R. 9503) for the 
relief of David D. Smith—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. POOLE: A bill (H. R. 9504) to pension Sarah Gridley, 
the daughter of a soldier of the Revolutionary war—to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 
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By Mr. TERRY: A bill (H. R. 9505) granting a pension to 
Jesse McMillan—to the Committee on Inyalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. R. 9506) granting a ion to 
George Warfield—to the Committee on Inyalid Pehsi _ 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9507) granting a pension to Mrs. Ann King, 
widow of Samnel G. King—-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9508) to grant a pension t to How- 
ard Franklin, son of Benjamin Franklin, Company B, ‘ty-sec- 
ond Indiana Volunteers—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: A bill (H. R. 9509) for the relief of Sam- 
uel Sentenne—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9510) granting an honorable discharge to 
Carl P. Larsen—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC, 


“Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following pe titions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the city councils of Philadel- 
phia, relating to the improvement of League Island Navy-Yard— 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois: Paper to accompany Honse bill 
granting a pension to James R. Zearing—to the Committee on 
Inyalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire: Petition of Mary F. Isam- 
inger, in the matter of lot No. 48, square 358, Washington, D, O., 
and to accompany House bill 9468—to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

By Mr. BARRETT: Resolutions of the bodrd of aldermen of 
the city of Ohelsea, Mass., in relation to the improvement of the 
grounds of the United States Naval Hospital in that city—to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. COX: Sundry petitions of citizens of the State of Ten- 
nessee, praying for fav ‘orable action on Flouse bill 4566, to amend 
the postal laws relating to second-class matter; also House bill 
838, to reduce letter postage to 1 cent per half ounce—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office 4nd Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of citizens of Tennessee, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a national park at Vicksburg, Tenn. —to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. DALZELL: Petition of Pennsylvania State Convention 
of Christian Endeavorers, representing 207,000 members, favoring 
the passage of a Sunday law for the national capital—to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition of the Pennsylvania State Endeayor Convention, 
for a bill to prevent the nullification of State antigambling laws 
by extending to interstate gambling by te wenreg the penalties 
provided for gambling by mail and express—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of the Pennsylvania State Endeavor Convention, 
J.T. McCrory president, favoring the passage of an industrial 
arbitration bill—-to the C re on Labor. 

Also, petition of the Pennsylyania State Christian Endeavor 
Convention held in the city of ranton, Pa., October 8, 1896, in 

avor of the Phillips labor-commission ill—to the Committee on 
Ls bor. 

By Mr. HATCH: Affidayits in support of House bill 8306, for 
the relief of Darwin T. Brown—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Resolution of the board of trustees of 
the Iowa Agricultural College, favoring the Wilson-Squire engi- 
neering experiment station bill—to the Comamittes on Naval 
Affairs. 

By Mr. HILL: Resolutions of the Society of the Sons of the 
Revolution of the State of Connecticut, praying for the pub- 
lication of valuable documents and manuscripts relating to the 
history of the Revolutionary period—to the Committee on the 
Library. 

Also, petition of the citizens of Washington, Conn., popoersfing 
outrages upon American citizens and “i of Am 
property in Armenia—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MEREDITH: Petition of John M. Wi 8, enecnies 
of John S. Pendleton, of Culpeper County, Va., aaa eee 
war claim be referred to the Court of Claims under the 

Also, petition of Joseph Allen, Coating that the w faim of 
Oo. A. 8. Allen, of Fauquier County, Va., be referre d fo the Gpurt 
of Claims under the Bowman’ Act—to the Sonnet 8 no Cott 
Claims. 

County, Ala., praying that his war claim be referred to the Co 
of Claimms—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WOOD: relies ao Howard Franklin, son of Benjgmin 
Prabn, of Pormpany -second Indiana Volunteers, 


Act—to the Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. WHEELER: Petition of B. F. Andrews, of Limeston 
ion--to the wnt stlae 6 . nvalid Pensions. 
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SENATE. 


WEDNESDAY, December 9, 1896. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mizzurn, D. D. 
NEwTOon O, ARD, a Senator from the State of Louisiang, 
| WiLL ; ART, a Senator from the State of Nevada, 


ared in the to-day. 
Phe Vice- siden being absent, the President 

a Senator fromthe State of Maiue) took te 
"TE; Sous ob: juiinsbatenidaiiien-watdalacasaln 


— P. 
REPORT OF COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY. 


The PRESIDENT —s. before the Senate the 
ual report of the Tier of the Cussency Sor tee fare 
nded October 31, 1896 ; Grea referred to the Committee oh 

Tisehe>. and ordered to be peintel 


MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF ed 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid 
nication from the tary of the Interior cena 


pliance with law, the sana of the 
Company of Nicaragua; which, the 

was referred to the Select Committee on > 
Nicaragua Canal, and ordered to be printed. 


EXPENDITURES AT SPRINGFIELD eo 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before 
nication from the Secretary of War, transmi 
with law, a statement of the Goede itares « os 
mory, Springfield, Mass., for the fiscal 
which, with the accompan pone rt, was referred to the 
mittee on Military Affairs, 

PETITIONS AND eee 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore Boout’ ee memorial of the 
tro 


American Surgical Aieeciidien. of ceof viviscetiog 
ceot vi 


against the passage of the bill relative to the Pp 
inthe District of Columbia; which was referred to the 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

e also presented a petition of the select and common councilg 
of the city of Philadelphia, Pa., praying that an 2 oP tion be 
made to dig out the Back Channel separating th d from 
the League Island Navy-Yard; which was Seferred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the select and common coun 
of the city of Philadelphia, Pa., _ that an a PPro tion be 
made for improving the chan the Delaware Bi er; which 
was referred to the ce an Commerce, 
He also presented the petition of Abendro' 2 bal a ton 
York City, _ sundry other ag bil No.1 a 
raying for the passage 0 ° 
ay which was referred eceer 
He also presented th of J. E , governor, an 


su ay eeol siatelgn orcs Vai es he passage of House House 
te Ga Commit eon 


‘ER presented a of he a aves 
y kind, om acter, OF na =~ 


of the Ua 
Five yeakis W 
a tion of ent fo 
alopt os 


be ot ayy 
the preamble o a tion aap United Ste 
recognize the Su e Being; which was referred 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
A pl a 
e y 


oft 


peri ae 


roject an abot 


cia 
Eloer: 


St. Cloud, 


for the space 


ee 


that properly the 1 


Ido not know 
Mr. G@ 


that th } Ae 

should 
Mr. et them lie on the 
The PRESIDE! pro tempore. 
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Ea eon 








CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 











a petition of the rail- He also presented a petition of the Journeymen Tailors’ National 













way postal clerks of the tenth ion of , Minn. - | Union, No. 40, of Norfolk, Va., praying for the Government 
ing for the enactment of legislation providing for the rec sifios ownership and control of the telegraph lines; which was referred 
tion of the Railway Mail Service; which was referred to the Com- | to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

mittee Roads. He also presented the petition of John Q. A. Dillard, of Lynch- 





burg, Vs.» praying for an increase of pension; which was referred 
to Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of L. L. Taylor and sundry other 
members of the Monday Club, of Norfolk, Va., praying for thé 
enactment of legislation for the relief of the suffering Armenians 
pean: which w's referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 

ons. 


Healso presented a petition of the Board of Trade of Portsmouth, 
Va., praying for the enactment of legislation providing for the 
erection of a public building in that city; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented the petition of Edward S, Conrad and sundr 
other citizens of Norfolk, Va., and the petition of Rev. George H. 
Ray and sundry other citizens of Lynchburg, Va., praying for the 
enactment of legislation for the relief of the book agents of the 
wre a - Episcopal Church South; which was ordered to lie on 

e table. 

He alse presented a petition of Lee-Jackson Camp, Confederate 
Veterans, of Richmond, Va., and a petition of Pickett-Buchanan 
Camp, Confederate Veterans, of Norfolk, Va., praying for a con- 
tinuance of the publication of the war records; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. GORDON presented a petition of the five federated railroad 
orders of Atlanta, Ga., praying for the enactment of legislation 
to provide arbitration between corporations and their employees, 

also more fully to regulate contempt proceedings in Federai 
courts; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MURPHY ted a petition of the Presbyterian church 
of Little Britain, N. Y., pra for the enactment of legislation 
for the relief of the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

. COCKRELL. I present a petition from Lucas Avenue 
Cumberland Pres ian Church, of St. Louis, Mo,, sauperenting 
300 members, for the protection of the State antigambling laws, 
ee of the State antigambling laws through 

terstate gambling by telegraph, by extending to such gamblir: 
the penalties already provided for gambling by mail oat express, 
The petition should go to the Committee on the Judiciary. I 


e. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Committee on the Judi- 
ciary or the Committee on Interstate Commerce? 

Mr. COCKRELL. There isa bill pending. Let the petition lie 
on the table for the present. I will hunt it up, and wherever the 

ill to which it relates has been referred the petition should go. 

e PRESIDENT protempore. Several petitions 6f the same 

nature have been sent to the Committee on Interstate Commerce, 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let it go to the Committee on Interstate 
Commerce then. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator can have it re- 
called, if he desires, at any time. 

Mr. COC 
















The motion was to. 
Mr. GALLIN I present a series of resolutions 
at a mass convention of citizens of Bennington, N. H., in 

to the destruction of belonging to American ci a 

and Marash. ee anon aay Sen ene pee 

and upon Government 







l 
i 
ee 
FEE 
i 
i 
z 
B 





person, ee ee ee Santas 


and us massacres in Armenia that have left an indelible 
stain upon the world’s record in the closing years of the nine- 
ee ee Sree ce oe ourvaves by 
liberally supporting the noble wor. 

wi : a oe 


onaries. 
I move that the resolutions be referred to the Committee on 
ign Relations. 











The motion war agreed to. . KRELL. Very well. 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of the tional church | The PRESIDENT [e tempore. The petition will be referred 
of Ss Mass., praying that steps to secure | to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 
satisfaction for indignities to our citizens in Turkey, and to use PAPERS OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 







such means as will put an end to the Armenian outrages; which 
wun ealsibed to ha Uapanbies on. Fe ign Relations. 

Mr. HILL presented a petition of s citizens of New York, 
praying for a the so-called Dingley tariff bill; 
which was referred to the Committeeon Fimance. 

He also presented a petition of 600 citizens of Schenectady, 
N. Y., pra for the enactment of a 5S -rest law for the 
District umbia; which was referred to Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

He also @ petition of the Second Reformed Church of 

, N. Y., praying for the enactment of legislation 
prohibiting,so far as the jurisdiction of Caen extends, the 
performance of labor on Sunday; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. Mr. ALDRICH. What is the document? 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Schenectady, | The PRESIDENT protempore. It is a document relating to 
N. Y., praying for the enactment of legislation raising the of | the University of the United States of America. 
consent in the District of Columbia and the Territories; which Mr. ALDRICH. Thereis no objection to printing it as a docu- 
was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. ment. Is the cot made that it shall be printed as a d nent? 

He also a petition of the Second Reformed Church of The PRESIDENT pro tempore. As a document, the Chair un- 
Se , N. Y., praying for the enactment of legislation pro- | derstands, and referred to the committee. Without objection, it 
hibiting interstate bling by telegraph; which was referred to | Will be so ordered. 
the ttee on Pxeestets Gotannacee ; REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 


Commi . 

Mr, DANIEL presented a petition of the Independent Order of | Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
Good Templars of Virginia, praying for the appointment of a | referred the bill (H. R. 5482) authorizing the Cleveland Bridge 
commission of segeey to ascertain and report upon the effect of | Company to construct a bridge across the Arkansas River bet ween 
the alcoholic ti in the.United States; which was referred to | Pawnee County, Okla., and the Osage Indian Reservation, reported 
the Committeé on Finance. it without amendment. 


Mr. MILLS. I present a manuscript paper entitled ‘‘ Records 
and papers of the Continental Congress,” and some other papers, 
I ask to have them referred to the’Committee on Printing. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The papers will beso referred, 

UNIVERSITY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. KYLE. I present a short paper relating to the University 
of the United States which arrived too late for presentation at the 
last session. I should like to have it printed and referred to the 
Committee to Establish the University of the United States. I 
ask unanimous consent for that purpose. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the re- 
quest of the Senator from South Dakota? 
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Jersey Infantry Volunteers; which was read twice by its title, and 
Soheaell to the’ Committee on Pensions. t 

Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 3330) for the relief of Anna 
W. Osborne; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. ’ 

Mr. BLACKBURN introduced a bill (5S. 3331) ting a pen- 
sion to Frances P. Myers; which was read twice y its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BACON introduced a bill 7 3382) making appropriation 
for the improvement of the from the Chickama nd 
Chattanooga National Park to the town of Lafayette in Georgia; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 

m A 3 
: Mr introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 165) relating to 
the St. Johns River, Florida, and bar at the entrance to the river; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


AFFAIRS IN CUBA. 


Mr. CAMERON. [introduce a joint resolution. I ask that it 
be read and referred to the Committee on Foreign ons. 
The joint resolution e. R. 168) acknowledging the in mdence 
Cuba was read the time by its title and the second time at 
: ngth, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, as 
ollows: 


Resolved by the Senate House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in That the eee of the Repablio of 
Cuba be,and the same is hereby, acknowledged by the United States of 
Resolved, That the United States should use its friendly offices with the 
Government of Spain to bring to a close the war between Spain and Cuba. 


Mr. MILLS. I introduce a joint resolution, which I ask may be 
read and referred to ttee on F Relations. 
President of the 


the Commi 
The joint resolution (S. R. 166) directing 
United States to take possession of the Island of Cuba and hold 


of Representatives of the United States o, 
That the President of the United States 

Island of Cuba with the military 

the same until the people of 

powers from the consent of the 

and naval forces as may be nec- 


table 
The joint resolution 
Cuba as a free and 
time by its title and the second time at length, as follows: 


Resoived Bo Bmate and Pras of Sereeniaiiora ie United States of 
in Comaress assembled, That the United States of America recognizes 
a 


(8. R. 164) recognizing the Republic of 


government was read the first 


Republic ba and ind t Government and accords to 

7 papecobaghia om «| riphtsof a scvereign and ent government 
in ports and within urisdiction of United States. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem The joint resolution will lie on 

oe in compliance the request of the Senator from 


oO 

Mr. CALL. I desire to give notice that, with the indulgence of 
the Senate, I shall submit some observations upon the joint resolu- 
tion at an early day. 


USE OF ALCOHOL IN THE ARTS. 


Mr. PLATT. I ask that the joint resolution submitted with 
the report I made a short time be laid before the Senate, and 
there is no objection I shall to have it passed this morning. 
The joint ution - R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of 
approved June 3, 1896, entitled ‘‘An act to section 
an act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Govern- 
for other Law omg which became a law August 28 
aan the first time by its title and the second time at 

Ows: 


they are hereby, cont 
tofore appointed under said section 
hey have reached a final conclusion, report the same to Congress, 
r with such information as they shall have obtained. 


RESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Connecticut 
asks for the present consideration-of the joint resolution reported 
this morning from the select committee. Is there objec- 


? 
Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have some explanation of the 


= resolution. The resolution itself is rather ambiguous and I 
not quite understand it. 


Mr. PLATT. I do not know whether the Senator from Ohio 
was in when I submitted the report, It will be remembered that 
at the last session section 61 of the present tariff law, which pro- 
vided for a rebate of the tax on alcohol used in the arts, was 
repealed, and at the same time a joint select committee was ap- 
pointed to investigate the subject during the recess and to report 
at the beginning of the present session. From that committee 
this morning I made a partial report, showing what progress had 
been made, stating that the committee had been unable to com- 
plete their investigation, and asking that their powers might be 
extended. The joint resolution simply extends the poavers of the 
committee in order to enable them to complete their investigation. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to the joint resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the pres- 
ent consideration of the joint resolution? 

Mr. MILLS. Let it be again read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The joint resolution will be 
again read. 

The joint resolution was again read, and, by unanimousconsent, 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its con- 
sideration. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The question is a very important one. Does 
the ro resolution propose to change the present rate on alcohol 

in the arts? 

Mr. PLATT. It simply extends the powers of the committee 
nee to sit during the recess so as to continue their investi- 
gation during the session. 

Mr. SHER It does not propose to change the present 
rate? 

Mr. PLATT. Not at all. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 


ment. 

Mr. HARRIS. I rose to ask the Senator from Connecticut a 

uestion in respect to the joint resolution. What is the necessity 
for declaring by a joint resolution that an act of Congress shall 
continue in force? 

Mr. PLATT. It is section 2 of the act of Congress which pro- 
vided for the appointment of the committee, and.that section is 


oma ps So \ 
Yr. . ! 
PLATT, ‘That is al 
Mr. HARRIS. That explanation is satisfactory. 


Mr. PLATT. 
The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. TURPIE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the naval appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Ap priations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the urgent deficiency appropriation bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on International Expositions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


OBLIGATIONS OF LEGAL CONTRACTS. 
Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolution; which was 


Resolved, That it is the settled doctrine in the United States of America 
that no State constitutional power to impair the obligations of 
legal contracts,either by direct legislation or by legislation that withdraws 

substantial remedies from their enforcement. 

Mr. ALLEN. I ask that the resolution be printed and lie upon 
the table, subject to be called up at any time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection, it will be 
so ordered. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The resolution had better be again read. 

Mr. ALLEN. I shall desire at a proper time to submit some 
remarks upon it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. At the request of the Senator 
from Rhode Island, the resolution will be again read. 

The Secretary again read the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will lie on the 
table, without objection. 

USE OF THE LIBRARY BUILDING. 

Mr. MORRILL submitted the following concurrent resolution; 
which was referred to the Select Committee on Additional Ac- 
commodations for the Library of Congress: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the 
building providing additional eccormmodath ns for the Library of Congress 
shall not be used or occupied,nor any part thereof,for any purpose other 
than that legitimately connected with the aforesaid Library of Congress 

SURVEY OF PORTLAND CHANNEL. 


Mr. LODGE submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to send to the Senate tha 
yg the preliminary survey of the Portland Channel in the Territory of 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE INVESTIGATION, 


Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Interstate Commerce be directed to 
inquire whether the existing agreement of the so-called Joint Traffic Asso- 
ciation, formed by the principai railroad companies of the country, provides 
against competition by a stipulation that every railroad company which is 
a party thereto shall make and maintain such transportation rates as may 
be prescribed by a paoey of the board of managers, consisting of repre- 
sentatives, one from each of said railroads, and provides for enforcing such 
stipulation by imposing fines in money ~ an offending company, to be 
collected from contributions paid by such company into a common fund, 
which fines dre to accrue to the benefit of the other companies; and if su 
are found to be the terms of the agreement, to inquire further whether 
a stipulation is a violation of the prohibition of the law of Congress 


the pooling of freights or the division of earnings by interstate and 
if so, whether the fllegality has been sufficiently proved in the li n pend- 
ing in the southern district of New York; and whether in such tion the 


Government is sufficiently represented by adequate counsel; and whether 
any legislation is needed to expedite the proceedings and to enforce any vio- 
lated provision of law against said Joint Traffic Association; and said com- 
mittee is hereby further directed, as incident to said inquiry, to 

whether or not, since the agreement of said Joint Traffic i was 
made, the flour millers of the country have entered into a similar agreement, 
whereby the price of flour is to be maintained by each miller at a rate to be 
fixed by the managers of the Millers’ Association, and obedience to said 
agreement is to be secured by money fines imposed upon an offe 

, to be collected from a fund com: of contributions of a 


pany ar 
on each barrel of flour produced, which contributions are to be paid ee 
en- 


company into a common fund provided for the pu of 
forcement of such agreement; and also to ascertain whether the . 
glass manufacturers of the country have entered into a like tract to pre- 
vent competition and to maintain prices of glass by the ent of a 
oint fund from which fines imposed upon makers who reduce are to 
oliected; and if such ts or contracts exist, to whether 


Cc . 
or not they are in violation of any law of Congress. 
ENTRIES OF MERCHANDISE. 


Mr. HOAR. I ask unanimous consent that the yote by which 
the bill (S. 2172) to authorize a reliquidation of certain entriesof 
merchandise was indefinitely postponed may be reconsidered, and 
the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Finance, 

I will simply say that I undertook to see, and supposed I = 
made proper provision to see, that the parties interested in the 
bill anal have a hearing, but after I left last spring by acci- 
dent the report was made. I have the consent of the Senator 
who reported the bill, and also of the chairman of thecomunittee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the 
request made by the Senator from Massachusetts? 

Mr. SMITH. Will the Senator please state his request? 

Mr. HOAR. I request that a bill to authorize a reliquidation 
of certain entries of merchandise, which was indefinitely 
poned at the last session, may be brought again before the Senate, 
that the vote postponing it be reconsidered, and the bill be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Finance. There was a mistake in 
not having a hearing of the parties, and the member of the com- 
mittee who made the report, and the chairman also, consent to a 
recommittal. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the 
request of the Senator from Massachusetts? The Chair hears 
none, and the order will be made. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY, 


Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there are no further con- 
current or other resolutions the morning business is concluded, 
and the Calendar under Rule VIII is in order. 

M. PETTIGREW. Iask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free homesteads 
on the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona 
fide settlers, and reserving the public lands for that purpose. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be read for 
information. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, is that the bill donating lands to 
the settlers simply upon the payment of fees to the land offices? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I will inform the Senator that this is the 
bill. 

Mr. VEST. Has it been reported unanimously from the com- 
mittee? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. It has been reported unanimously. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Icall for the seutin x of the bill again, as I 
could not catch it when it was before rm 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be again read. 

The Secretary again read the bill. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I should like to inquire of the Senator 
from South Dskcta what committee reports this bill? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, Then I should like to inquire under the 
rule what jurisdiction the Committee on Indian Affairs ever had 
of this matter? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. This is a matter with regard to the dispo- 
sition of Indian reserve lands. 


Mr. BLACKBURN. I ask should not this matter have gone to 


the Committee on Public Lands? 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I will inform the Senator that the bill did 
go to the Committee on Public Lands. That committee 
it should go to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and it 
back to the Senate, and asked to be ar ye from its further 
consideration. Then the Senate referred it to the Committee on 


Indian Affairs, who have reported it back to this body favorably. 
Mr. BERRY. There was a House bill pending before the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, I think of the cameb oleae object, 


report. There was never any direct vote taken upon whether it 
should be or not, but it was agreed that it should go 
over, as I erstood. A bill has been passed through the House 


om PRESIDENT protempore. Ojection being made, the bill 


over. 
Mr PETTIGREW. I now ask unanimous consent—— 
Mr. LODGE. LI ask for the regular order. 


5 
: 
| 


understand is the 


° 


Mr. MILLS. It seems to me this bill t to 
are, and all about the su 
Mr. PETTIGREW. is a report here 
and there are from 

a y passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 
made the ial order immediatel ——— the final disposal 
of the bill known as the fon bill there objection? 
the first bill on the Calendar. 

HEIRS OF ERSKINE S. ALLIN AND OTHERS. 


mittee on Public Lands and be so 
ae the Senator 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from South Da- 
The Chair hears none, and the order is made. The Calendar un- 
regular 
The bill (S. 1168) for the relief of the heirs of Erskine S. 
Regulation Firearms 


; 


informed what is to be paid for these lands, how many acres 

the Department. The bill has 

kota asks unanimous consent that the bill referred to by him be 
der Rule VIII is the order, and the Secretary will report 
and the United States Company, 


ively, 


was announced as first in order, and the Senate, as in Committee 
of the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. 

Mr. . Is thore a report in that case? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is a re 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to hear either the report or 
some explanation of the bill. 

Mr.PLATT. Mr. President, this matter has come up hurriedly, 


but I think I remember the facts relating to it sufficiently to make 
an explanation. 

ine S. Allin invented an improvement in breech-leading fire- 
arms. He was master armorer at the United States Armory at 
Springfield. He was not em to make this invention; it was 
not ted to him; he e it in his own time; it was his own 
invention, and under the law he had a perfect title toit. He gave 
a license to the Government to use his invention. No compensa- 
tion, however, was paid to him by the Government. The Govern- 
ment, aside from using his invention in its own arms, sold to the 
French Government arms to which the invention had been applied. 
Twenty-eight thousand two hundred and -seven of these fire- 
arms containing the improvement were sold to the Government of 
France. This Government made a on. the transaction of 
$209,889:54. Colonel Benét, who was Chief of Ordnance when this 
matter was first before Congress, that 10 cents a gun was 
fair com to the inventor. 

Allin died. In the Forty-ninth Congress we a bill in the 
Senate giving to his heirs, his widow and daughter, who are poor, 
$30,000 as tion. That, however, did notincludeclaims 
the arms have been sold tothe French Government. 
then a company known as the United States Regulation Firearms 
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Mr. 
I think the report made in the Porty-ninth 
only $30,000. It seems that this report now proposes to double 
ee PLATT. tried to explain that, but I the Senato: 
3 . presume r 
didnothear. Itis difficult to be heard in the Senate, anyway. 
which the Government 


sold arms upon which it made a 
Mr. . If we are oe for the Government 
used and then ing around paying for all the Government 


sold, that is a double payment, is it not? 
Mr. PLATT. Two hundred thousand dollars would 


the-Government 
French Government were included in that amount, then certainly 
assignees have no right to come in and claim that because the 
arms were sold they should be paid again. 
Mr. PLATT. I have tried to say—this bill came up very unex- 
y—that, as I understand it, we are not paying twice over. 
deed, we are not paying the full amount the ernment ought 


to pay. 
Mr. COCKRELL. I will ask that the latter part of the report, 


vie PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. PERKINS inthe chair). The 


Secretary will read as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


The bill recommended by the committee was, after thorough discussion, 
the Senate, but was not acted on in the House. 


and upon 


Hin assigned to the 

Firearms Company aforesaid all the right. title. 

he had in the invention, so that his title to the same, and 

eee tothe Uaiael Chance Government to use the same 

which in 1871 made a contract with € ‘> Firearms Company 12 
for them guns containing the said invention, and 

SS ee ee ee tion and 

voring to secure contracts from foreign Governmentsand different 

tates of the United States. 


It did not a peering before the committee in the Forty-ninth 
States made sales of firearms manufactured 


that U 
vement. But upon subsequent hear- 


t containing this 
ings it does appear, and the committee finds that the United States sold to 


; 


under 


Augusta M. Lad 
date 


41 


the Government of France, in the year 1871. 28,287 firearms containing this 
im ement for the sum of $610,998.20, which was at the rats of $21.00 exch. 
Colonel Benton, formerly superintendent of the Springfield Armory. was 
uested by Hon. George W. McCrary, Secretary of War, to state the cost 
manutactureof this gun to the Government, and made a report, which 

is to be found in Senate Ex. Doc. No. 17, Forty-fifth Congress, third session, 
sho that the cost to the United States Government of a Springfield 

ing gun manufactured at the S 


breech- ingfield Armory was $14.18 cach, 
and that the changing of the old muzzle- ing guns used by the Govern- 
ment into breech- guns containing this improvement was $8.28 each. 
From this report of Colonel Benton it would appear that the United States 
realized a profit upon the guns sold of at least $7.42 per gun, amounting to 
$200,889.54. The United States, by its license from Allin, acquired no righ¢ to 
sell firearms containing this improvement, but merely to make and use tho 
. The sale of this gun was an infringement of the patent. In addition 

to the guns sold as aforesaid large numbers were distributed to the States, 
committee is of the opinion that such distripution of the guns was 

not within the license given by Allin. No money was paid by the United 
States Regulation Firearms Company to Allin upon the conveyance of his 
interest in the invention and letters patent, but there was an eement that 
ee the profits which the company should make in 


and 

The committeeare of the on that both the heirs of Erskine S. Allin and 
the United States Regulation s Gomeeey have ajust claim for compen- 
sation from the United States. It is difficult to establish the precise amount 
toeach of them, but considering all the circumstances 
of opinion that the sum of $60,000 is not an un- 
reasonable amount to be paid as com jon to both of the parties. Tho 

Government has made over 000 in 
ment. In so farassuch were derived from theimprovement of Allin it 
has no right to retain. it while the improvement of Allin was an essential 
one,and without which a serviceable breech- gun could not be made, 
other im: ements were made use of by the United States, so that it is 
tosay that the entire profit made by the Government was owing 
invention of Allin. But it is left to the committees to fix some sum 
the Government should pay to the parties 


ice action of the Senate was based u the idea that the sum of 
to the heirs of Allin for en manufactured 

the sales made by the Goveniment. 
equal sum should be added fo> com- 
States Regulation Firearms Company it would be 
ngosane'y recommended that the bill, S. 1168, be 
out, in line 3, words “ two hundred " and inserting 
sixty.” by striking out, in line 5, the words “one hundred” 
ng out, in line 14, the words “ one hun- 
reof the word “thirty,” and that as thus 


sale of guns containing thisimprove- 
h 


“thirty,” and in st 
dred in lieu the 
amended it should pass. 

Mr. PLATT. Let the amendments reported by the Committee 
on Patents be acted ——. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendments reported by 
the Committee on Patents will be stated. 

The amendments reported by the Committee on Patents were, in 
line 3, before the word “ thousand,” to strike out ‘‘two hundred ” 
and ‘insert ‘‘ sixty;” in line 5, after the words ‘to wit,” to strike 
out “one hundred” and insert “‘thirty;” and in line 14, before 
the word ‘‘thousand,” to strike out ‘“‘one hundred” and imsert¢ 
“thirty;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be itenacted, etc., That the sum of $60,000 be, and the same is hereby, appre» 

ted to be distributed © following manner, to wit: Thirty thousand 
ollars to be paid, in equal parts, to Fannie T. Allin, of Springfield, Mass.. and 
d, of Holyoke, Mass., respectively widow and Vaughter of the 
Erskine 8. Allin, said Allin being the inventor of valuable improvemeats 
used in the manufacture of the Springfield breech-loading rifle musket, for 
which improvements letters patent numbered 49959 were granted to him by 
the United States on the 19th day of Suptember, 1865; and $30,000 to be psid to 
the United States Regulation Firearms Company, a corporation iacorporated 
under the laws of the State of New York, for the injury caused to, and dam- 
Fe sustain:d by, said corporation from and by the infringement by the 
nited States of the letters patent aforesaid, which said letters patent were 
assigned by the said Erskine 8. Allin to the said United States Regulation 
Firearms Company on the 18th day of December, 1868. This appropriaticn 
be in full payment and satisfaction to both of the aforesaid parties for : 
on account of any and all sales or other disposition heretofore made or that 
may hereafter be made by the United Statesof any arms in which the inven- 
on by said letters patent is used or embraced. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move to strike out, beginning in line 17, 
after the name ‘“‘New York,” down to and including the word 
“said,” in line 20. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Secretary. After the name ‘“‘New York,” in line 17, it is 
proposed to strike out ‘‘for the injury caused to, and damage 
sustained by, said corporation from and by the infringement by 
the United States of the letters patent aforesaid.” 

Mr. PLATT. There is no objection to that amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amenc- 
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

THE REVENUE BILL. 

Mr. ALLEN. I ask unanimous consent for the 
eration of Order of Business 183, being the bill (H. BR. 2749) to tem- 
porarily increase revenue to meet the expenses of Government and 
provide against a deficiency. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Let the bill go over, Mr. President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being made, the 
will go over. 

Mr. ALLEN. 
objection, 


t™!| 
trv 


present consid- 


bill 


I move to take up the bill notwithstanding tho 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Nebraska 
moves that the bill be now taken up and considered by the Senate, 
notwithstanding the objection. ; 

Mr. PLATT. Ithink, if a motion is made to take up the bill not- 
withstanding the objection, that the bill ought to be read, so that 
the Senate may know whatithe bill is other than by its title. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading of the bill is asked 
for the information of the Senate. The Secretary will read the 
bill and the amendment. 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Finance with an amendment, to strike out all after the 
enacting clause and insert: 

Be it enacted, etc., Thatfrom and after the passage of this act the mints of 
the United States shall be open to the coinage of silver, and there shall be 
coined dollars of the weight of 412} grains troy, of standard silver, nine-tenths 
fine, as provided by the act of January 18, 1837, and upon the same terms and 
subject to the limitations and provisions of law regulating the coinage and 
legai-tender quality of gold; and whenever the said coins herein_provided 
for shall be received into the Treasury, certificates may be issued therefor 
in the manner now provided by law. 

Szc. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall coin into standard silver 
dollars, as soon as practicable, areas to the provisions of section 1 of 
this act, from the silver bullion purchased under authority of the act of July 
14, 1890, entitled “An act direc ing the purchase of silver bullion and the 
issue of Treasury notes thereon, and for other purposes,” that portion of said 
silver bullion which represents the seigniorage or profit to the Government, 
to wit, the difference between the cost of the silver purchased under said act 
and its co e value, and said silver dollars so coined shall be used in the 
payment of the current expenses of the Government; and for the purpose of 
making the said seigniorage immediately available for use as money, the 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and directed to issue silver 
certificates against it, as if it was already coined and in the Treasury. 

Szo. 3. That no national-bank note shall be hereafter issued of a den 
tion less than $10, and all notes of such banks now outstanding of denom- 
inations less t that sum shall be, as reptly as practicable, taken up, 
redeemed, and canceled, and notes of $10 and larger denominations shall 
issued in their stead under the direction of the Comptroller of the Currency. 

Sc. 4. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem the United States 
notes, commonly called “ greenbacks,” and also the Treasury notes issued 
under the provisions of the act of July 14, 1890, when presented for redem 
tion, in standard silver dollars or in gold coin, using for redemption of said 
notes either gold or silver coins, or both, not at the option of the holder, but 
exclusively at the option of the Treasury Department, and said notes, com- 
monly called ‘‘ greenbacks,” when so redeemed, shall be reissued as provided 
by the act of May 31, 1878. 


Mr. ALDRICH. I withdraw the objection which I made to the 
present consideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from Nebraska asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill R. 

749) to temporarily increase revenue to meet the expenses of Gov- 
ernment and provide against a deficiency. Is there objection? 

Mr. VEST. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. What 
has become of the amendment to the bill which was reported by 
the Committee on Finance? Was it read? 

Several SENaTORS. Yes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamendment was merely read 
for information. 

Mr. VEST. I came into the Senate while the reading was being 
proceeded with. Then the vote would be upon the amendment 
first, if the bill is taken up? 

Mr. PLATT. I understand the Senator from Nebraska asked 
unanimous consent to take up the bill. ; 

Mr. MILLS. He moved to take it up. 

Mr. PLATT. I understand he requested unanimous consent. 
The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRIcH]} then asked that 
the bill might go over. Then the Senator from Nebraska moved 
to take it up notwithstanding the objection. The Senator from 
Rhode Island has now withdrawn his objection. So the question, 
I suppose, is upon the request of the Senator from Nebraska for 
unanimous consent for the consideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair so understands 

Mr. PALMER. I object to taking up the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being made to the 
present consideration of the bill, the — recurs upon the 
motion of the Senator from Nebraska, if he shall renew it. 

Mr. ALLEN. I renew the motion. Let me say in this connec- 
tion, the motion heing before the Senate—— 

Mr. HARRIS (to Mr. ALLEN). Your motion is not debatable. 

Mr. GALLINGER. It is not debatable. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is not debatable if 
the point is raised. 


Mr. ALLEN. Then I have no desire to debate it. Iask fora! 


vote by yeas and nays on the question of taking up the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state the ques- 
tion to the Senate. Unanimous consent was asked by the senior 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN] to proceed to the considera- 
tion of House bill 2749, to which objection was made. The Senator 
from Nebraska now moves to take up the bill, notwithstanding 
the objection. The question is, Will the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the bill? On that question the yeas and nays are 
demanded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
to call the roll. 
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Mr. BLACKBURN (when his name was called). I am paired 
with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. McM1Lan], who I believe 
is absent. I am informed by the Senator from West Virginia 
[ Mr. Pn that the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VooRHEEs] 
isnot paired. I will transfer my pair with the Senator from 
Michigan to the Senator from In a, and I vote ‘‘ nay.” 

Mr. McBRIDE (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the senior Senator from eer GrorGE}. I 
understand that if he were present, he wo vote “nay.” I 
should vote‘ yea” if I were not paired. 

Mr. PASCO (when his name was called), I am paired with 
the Senator from Washington [Mr. WiLson]. If he were present, 
I should vote * an ot 

Mr. SHOUP (when his name was called). I havea standing 

ir with the Senator from California ie. Wuire}, and there- 

ore withhold my vote. Iam advised tif the tor from 
California were present he would vote ‘‘nay.” I should vote 
‘ yea” if he were here. 

he roll call was concluded. 

Mr. CULLOM. I desire to inquire if the Senator from Dela- 
ware [Mr. Gray] has voted? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that he 
has not voted. ; 

Mr. CULLOM. I havea general pair with the Senator from 
aaa Not knowing how he would vote, I withhold my 
vote. 

I should vote ‘ yea” if I were at liberty to do so. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I have a standing pair with the 
senior Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. V1LAs], who is absent. I 
will transfer my pair to the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Haw- 
_. and vote. I vote ‘‘ yea.” 

. PROCTOR. Lam paired with the Senator from Florida 
{Mr. Cat]. I therefore-withhold my vote. 

Mr. BURROWS. I am paired with the senior Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Carrery], and therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. BERRY. I have > qneee ae ee the Senator from 
Colorado [Mr. TELLER]. If he were present I should vote “ nay.” 
If there is a Senator u the other side of the Chamber who can 
inform me how the tor from Colorado would vote, I 
feel authorized to vote. Otherwise I would not feel at liberty to 
vote. As I have stated, I should vote “nay” if the Senator from 
Colorado were present. 

Mr. BATE (after having voted in the affirmative). I desire to 
inquire if the Senator from Utah [Mr. Brown] is recorded as 
having voted? 

Be ~* segpeapeestd OFFICER. He is not recorded, the Chair is 
informed. 

Mr. BATE. Then I withdraw my vote, as Iam paired with 
that Senator. 

Mr. PLATT. 1 desire to state that on this question my col- 
league [Mr. HAWLEY] is paired with the Senator from Wisconsin 
[Mr. Vitas]. If my colleague were present, he would vote “ yea.” 

Mr. COCKRELL. I havea general pair with the senior Sen- 
ator from Iowa [Mr. ALLIsoNn], who I understand is detained at 
home by illness. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Ihave apair with the Senator from Nebraska 
[Mr. THURSTON]. Has he voted on this question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that the 
junior Senator from Nebraska has not voted. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Then I will withhold my vote. If I were at 
liberty to vote, I should vote “‘ yea.” 

Mr. BACON (after having voted in the affirmative). I have a 
general pair with the junior Senator from Rhode [Mr. 
WETMORE]. As he is not present, I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. SEWELL (after having voted in the affirmative). I desire 
to ask whether the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr, MITCHELL] has 


voted? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that the 
Senator from Wisconsin has not voted. \ 

Mr. SEWELL. Then'lI withdraw my vote, as I am paired with 
that Senator. 

Mr. PASCO, T understand that the Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
VooruEEs] is not paired. I will transfer my pair with the - 
tor from Washington [Mr. WILson] to the tor from Indiana, 
and will vote. I vote “nay.” 

Mr. ALLEN. I understand that a pair has been transferred to 
the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VOORHEES]. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I undertook to transfer my pair with the 
Senator from Michigan oo McMIL1an] to the Senator from In- 
diana [Mr. VoorHEEs], but the Senator Michigan has since 
come into the Chamber, so that he and I have voted. The Sena- 
tor from hang 8h Pasco] now transfers his pair with the 
Senator from W [Mr. Witson] to the Senator from In- 
diana [Mr. VoorRHEES]. tS% 

Mr. LEN. Very well. 

Mr. PASCO. It was with that understanding that I voted, 
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The result was announced—-yeas 35, nays 21; as follows: 





Aldrich Gallinger, Mitchell, . Pritchard, 

Allen, Gear, = Pugh, 

Butler, Gorion, She aay: 
os H — Smith, 

= Kyle. Perkins, Stewart, 
re ——_ 

NAYS—2L 
’ Dubois, Jones, Ark. Turpie, 
— a. oe 
on, 
Harris, Palmer, 
Daniel, Hill, Pasco, 
NOT VOTING—3. 
Bacon, Sockrell, Mitchell, Wis. Voorhees, 
4 Sener’ Sewell," we 
ce fee 
. 3s, Nev. Thurston, 
“Bo the mots ie and the Senate, as in Committee 
ion was $ e as 
of the Whole to consider tho bill. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I move that the bill and amendments be com- 
mitted to the Committee on Finance, with instructions to that 
committee to the bill back without amendment. 

Mr. VEST. ithout amendment? 

ae To report back the House bill without amend- 
men 

wn PI tag a ee eee Stems 
Rhode Island w taken place was reported 
Wie eee nee ener ee ele oe 

Mr. RICH. I never have to the report. I was in 
favor of reporting the bill without amendment at the time. I 
ae Ce eer sen Seen will agree with me 
ie OS ee majority of the committee. 


et 
u 


one gi 
bring the ‘ bill before the 
hives 36 Ginnacsed ad. enone’ 40 ich respect as they 
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this tariff 
measara re ic uot the atighteat te erie can con- 
comion of 


country should be burdened with an 
Congress. es out from 
oe party that en we 


the powers that be in 


ow, I do not as one member of this Bh athe | 
obstruction in the pathway of the consideration of roposed 
tariff act. I do not commit m toi cy nor to its provi- 
sions, nor will I commit m to e advocated so ably 
by my distinguished the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. 
ALDRICH]. t neither he nor his must have it said that 
wae es Populist representation Chamber is concerned 
‘test obstruction was placed in the pathway of the con- 

sid of this im ¢ measure. 


Our ériends on the other side of the Chamber say that the coun- 
try needs tariff legislation. For three years, yea, almost for four 
Ann our country has been bleeding at every pore. Our indus- 

are prostrate; our people are upon the verge of bankruptcy. 
‘You have it your power now within the next three or four weeks 
to give the country relief if your theory of taxation be true. Why 

0 you shrink from it? Is it socomplicated that you can not 
formulate a bill or proper amendments within the next three or 
four weeks or within a month? If your arguments on the hus- 
tings this fall were true, why are you not prepared now to go 
forward and consider this bill and speedily put it upon its pas- 
age and give the country relief? 
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The Senator from Rhode Island 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
moves to commit the bill, with its amendments, to the Committee 
on Finance with instructions to report it back to the Senate with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 
with instructions to report it back without amendment. 


I move that the House bill be recommitted 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
question? 

Mr. ALDRICH and Mr. MILLS called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HARRIS. Are the yeas and nays demanded upon the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Rhode Island? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HARRIS. The question, I apprehe-.d, is divisible. The 

uestion to refer is one matter. To refer with the instructions 
which the Senator from Rhode Island suggests is a very different 
matter. I should like to have the question divided. 

I have no objection to the recommittal of the bill, but to recom- 
mit it with instructions that the committee is to do nothing but 
report the bill k without amendment is a farce. The bill is 
now here with an amendment, and a single vote of the Senate can 
a of the amendment. But if the committee shall report it 

without amendment, there is not a Senator on this floor who 
will not have the right to reintroduce the amendment and compel 
a vote of the Senate, so as toinvoke the judgment of the majority. 
I am opposed to sending the bill back to the committee with any 
such instructions. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Iam not able just now to put my hand upon 
the rule, but my impression is that under the rules and practice cf 
the Senate a motion to recommit with instructionsis not divisible. 

Mr. HALE. It is a single motion. 

Mr. ALDRICH, It is a single motion, and is not divisible. 

Mr. HALE. The wholeessence of the motion is the instruction. 
It is not a divisible question. 

Mr. HARRIS. I am not sure. There are here two distinct 
phases and questions, and where a question contains more than 
one proposition, it is and has always been, and in the nature of 
things must always be, divisible. 

Mr. I agree with the Senator from Tennessee, that 
where a motion covers two distinct propositions or branches it is 
clearly divisible. But this motion has butonething in it, and that 
is to refer with instructiqns. If you treat it as two propositions 
and divide it, you have an entirely distinct thing, which was not 
within the contemplation of the mover of the motion. There is 
simply a single idea conveyed in the motion, to refer with instruc- 
tions, instructing directly the committee, and clearly to me, Mr. 
President, it is not divisible. 

Mr. HARRIS. It takes one vote to send the bill back*with or 
without instructions. One single vote will likewise determine 
the question whether the single amendment reported by the com- 
mittee shall be agreed to or rejected. It seems to me that it is a 
farce, and worse than a farce, to send it back to the committee in 
order that the committee may report it buck without an amend- 
ment which the Senate can dispose of i as readily, as the amend- 
ment now pending can be disposed of just as soon as the question 
of recommittal 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair would like to ask 
the Senator from Tennessee a question. The object of dividing 
uestions which are submitted is to preserve in every respect the 
hts of Senators. Now, when a Senator moves to commit with 
instructions, from the fact that under the rule all amendments 
are receivable as to the instructions, does not that of itself pre- 
serve the rights which are intended to be preserved by general 
eee in dividing a question? 

Mr. HARRIS. Ofcourse, the question of instructions, if instruc- 
tions are to be given, is as amendable as the motion itself, and it 
would be perfectly in order, in my opinion, to move to amend in 
respect to the instructions which are to be given. But I see no 
necessity for instructions at all. Let the bill goto the committee. 
If the Senator desires that it shall go back, I have no objection to 
its being recommitted. But I am utterly opposed to sending it 
back with instructions to report in a given way. If a majority of 
the Senate is in favor of the bill being presented in the given way 
suggested, why not dispose of that question here and now? A 

} in any form it chooses. It is absurd to 


— can put the bi 


Is the Senate ready for the 


about sending it back with instructions to report without 
amendment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I will suggest that if we can get a vote upon 
the main question I am quite willing, so far as I am concerned, 
to proceed to that. 

. CHANDLER. I am in favor of accepting the offer of the 


Senator from Nebraska, if it is made in good faith. The Senator 
says that he will cooperate to remove the obstacle to the passage 
of the bill. The Senator said that there had been an election in 
the country, and that election bound the Republican party to rev- 
enue legislation. The Senator was right aboutit. That election, 
also, the Senator will notice, was a decision of the country that it 
would not have the free coinage of silver by the United States 
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alone. The amendment which provides for such free coinage is 
the only obstruction to the passage of the bill. Now the Senator 
offers to remove that obstruction. If he means by that that he 
will give us his vote and the vote of Senators upon the other side 
of the Chamber to throw that amendment as proposed by the 
committee off of the bill, or if there can be unanimous consent 
from other Senators who agree with the Senator from Nebraska 
that that amendment shall be dropped, then certainly this side of 
the Chamber is ready to proceed immediately, day by day and 
hour by hour, until the bill is disposed of. I ask the Senator 
whether when he said he would help to remove the obstruction to 
the passage of the bill he meant that he was willing that the free- 
coinage amendment, against which the people voted, should be 
removed by his consent? 

Mr.ALLEN. The Senator from New Hampshire doesnot quote 
my languagecorrectly. I did not say that I would help to remove 
any obstruction to the passage of the bill. I said that so far as I 
was concerned no obstruction should be placed in its pathway. 

I do not regard the question of free silver as having been settled, 
I think the imagination of my friend from New Hampshire is alto- 

ether too poetic. It is a very important question in this country. 

t cast over 6,000,000 votes at the last election, and it is to-day 
about the most healthy question I know of that is before the 
country. 

What I mean to say is this, Mr. President, and I say it in all 
candor. I do not believe that this country can receive relief from 
any kind of tariff. I think the man who lays that unction to his 
soul will be mistaken. We haveincirculation barely sixteen hun- 
dred million dollars in our country, with 72,000,000 of population. 
You can not bring prosperity to the country by jetting the volume 
of money remain stationary and increasing the burden of taxation 
upon articles that the people consume. I am so firmly convinced 
of that fact that I want to see our Republican friends get in the 
saddle as soon as possible. i 

I say that I do not believe you want to revise the tariff. I do 
not by that intend to impugn your motives in the slightest 
degree. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then why does not the Senator cooperate 
to get free silver, which is not a tariff measure, off the bill, and 
see whether we want to revise the tariff? He can tell very quickly, 
if we get rid of his obstructive amendment. 

Mr. ALLEN. I will cooperate with the Senator from New 
Hampshire and his yo in myown way. Itis not necessary for 
me to bow my head and wear a Republican yoke and follow the 
dictation of the Republican party. Iwill notdo that. I say that 
no obstruction in the nature of dilatory tactics, so far as I am con- 
cerned, shall prevent you from taking up the tariff question and 
considering it at an early day. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. ALLEN. I say to you again 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Ne- 
braska yield to the Senator from Rhode Island? 

Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator from Nebraska and his 
friends, or he himself, consent to havea vote taken upon the pend- 
ing bill to-day, or at any time to be fixed, or upon the amendment 
at any time to be fixed? 

Mr. ALLEN. I suppose the bill ought to be discussed for a rea- 
sonable length of time. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I should like to ask the Senator a question. 
He is here this morning as an advocate, I understand, of imme- 
diate tariff legislation. Will he consent—that is the practical 
question—to taking a vote upon the pending bill and its amend- 
ment now or at any other time? 

Mr. ALLEN. So far as I am concerned—and I can only speak 
for myself—I am prepared to vote upon this bill or upon any other 
tariff measure you can submit within two weeks after you have 
presented it here in print. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The bill is before the Senate, and it has been 
before it for many months, I ask the Senator if he will consent to 
take a vote upon it now, without any further discussion? 

Mr. ALLEN. At this precise moment? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Yes; or at a time now to be fixed by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. ALLEN. Oh, Mr. President, it is idle to ask a question of 
that kind. The Senator from Rhode Island knows quite well that 
his party does not intend to support this bill without amendment. 
I understand the Republican caucus in this Chamber has aban- 
doned the bill. 

Mr. GALLINGER. That is not true. 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Ga.L- 
LINGER] says that is nottrue. I read it, however, in a Republican 
newspaper published in this city. 

Mr. GAL GER. It is not true. 





Mr. ALDRICH. We would pass this bill within a short time 


if the Senator from Nebraska and those gentlemen agreeing with 
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ee ae allow us todoso. Now, there is an evidence of good 
aith. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will you say to the country that it is a tariff bill 
which you pass at this session of Congress that you are willing to - 
a bound by during the next four years of the incoming A 

ration? 

Mr. GALLINGER and others. No, no. 

Mr. ALLEN. No; that will not be done. Mr. President, that 
question provokes almost universal laughter from the other side 
of the Chamber. You said to the country when youwsts ane 
the great political questions before it this fall that you would 
the first moment take up the tariff question and settle it perma- 
nently, and now you laugh at the statement when your attention 
is called to it. What is about the tariff question that would 
require Congress to spend six or seven =antie in i 
session to consider it? However it may be regarded by some, it 
certainly not in the hands of our Republican friends a difficult 
— to solve in the t of their knowledge of this question. 

hy not introduce the bill, the panacea for all national 
evils, and send it to the committee, and have it revised and pre- 
sented here within the next ten , and let it be debated and put 
upon its passage within the next days? Do you want to bur- 
den the country again with an session of 
Do you want to sit here for ninety days 
to put ween LSE oka Tae 

ut upon 1 an 

tir, ALDRICH. Mr. President 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Ne- 
a to the Senator from Rhode Island? 


. Certainly. 
Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from Nebraska is making a decla- 
ration of his perpen for himself, I suppose, and his friends, 
Mer. ALDRICH. I be wlad to ack hie « question,.which 
r. 4 aq which 
a under other circumstances might be deemed t. 
should like to ask him whether he will vote for the bill as it 


tatives, or for the McKinley 
or for any bill that receives the val of the Republicans 
the Senate now or at any other time: 


Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I would nee a es 
such a promise as that I would agree to vote for any other 
that might a 

Mr. ALDRICH. This bill, then? I will confine my question to 
the Aer ag 

Mr. ALLEN. No; I will not vote for this bill in its t 
shape. You can, however, put it in a shape in which I vote 
for it. You can, in my t, put it in such a shape as that 
other Senators will vote for it who are not members of your party. 
There is barely a difference of 10 per cent between the tariff act 
now in existence and the McKinley Act. Doyousay that youcan 
not revise your tariff schedules and put the act upon its passage 
during this Congress, and get this momentous q out of 
road so that other important questions which may come before the 
next Congress may be eee considered? 

Mr. HALE. Let me the Senator a question? 

Mr. ALLEN. nargery oa 

Mr. HALE. Does not Senator see that it is altogether dif- 
ferent when you ask the Republican in the Senate, in a 
minority as it clearly is, to take up and consider and perfect a gen- 
changed in the nauk Oeuiaeal tine meade tee euamaiate 
changed in the ne a ‘ 
have an absolute majority in the Senate then. 

Mr. ALLEN. MayI be permitted to ask the Senator from Maine 


came from the House of 


where he e to get that ? 
Mr. HALE. Isay the Repu expect to get an absolute 
majority in the next Senate. Then it can take be pow sence 
uestion of revision of the tariff, and I have no doubt that it will. 
ow, all that is asked is the of the House bill—the Ding- 
ley biil, so called—as it came to this , which isa revenue meas- 
ure, a temporary measure in itself, so declared that 
was intended toendow a Democratic enough 


revenue to keep up and pay the housekeeping bills of the Govern- 
ment. If the tor is in favor of that measure, or if his friends 
are in favor of it, we can come to a vote at once without further 
discussion. The Senator from Rhode Island can withdraw 
motion. We can have a yea-and-nay vote on the substi of the 
committee, Which is the free coi of silver. If that is voted 
in, the bill goes into conference with the House. Something or 
nothing comes out of it, but the subject is ended. If thatis voted 
down, we are brought face to face with the House tion, 
And 


E 


the Dingley bill, the temporary revenue bill to furnish 

ernment with funds, and we can takea vote upon at once. 

why is not the Senator ready to agree that further dis- 
cussion we shall do that? Does not the Senator see that the 












Mr. ALLEN, Z PROPOSED RESTRICTION OF IMMIGRATION. 
met SemnORNTGANA Ls aap Senate, as in ——- of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
f the (H. R. 7864) to amend the immigration lews of 


ni tte 
ao to me in| the Uniled Stairs, which had oon reported from the Comin 
Rhode Island. 


i L. It has been some time since we have heard the bill. 
recommit. 
The PRESIDENT pro motion of the Senator 
from Tennessee will ‘ ogarded a pe 


I should like to have it read now. 
Mr. LODGE. Let it be read with the amendment propesed by 
Mr. ALLEN. Mr one word more in pony i 
Oo Seay ae my poston 1 
my motion. 
of the Senator from Maine, if Be 


ee T te The bill will be 
mpore. e read. 
if. GORMAN. This i is an important bill, and with a view of 
ving some of us an ey y to look at it and taking it up 
morrow at 2 o’clock, I move that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr, HARRIS. I ask the Senator from Maryland to withdraw 


the motion, in order that I may move an executive session, eo that 
ons may be referred. 


E 
a 


will permit me to characterize it as such, is mere backing an Mr. LODGE. Owing to confusion in the Chamber, I did not 
filling. There is no substance to it ‘whatever. hear the statement of the Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. HALE. Why not? Mr.GORMAN. It was only to let the bill go over until to-mor- 

Mr. ALLEN. I want you to bring before this Congress a per- | row at 2 o’clock. 
manent revenue measure. : Mr. LODGE. Wasa motion made to adjourn? 

Mr. HALE. To begin with—— The PRESIDENT yen tempore. A motion for an executive 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I rise to a question of order session has been made by the Senator from Tennessee { Mr, 

Fpl Sa oom we ne Aer oe Tho Senator from Massachu- Harris}. 
setts will state his order, Mr. LODGE, On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator from aoe be apc aa ome ad The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Tennessee 
will see my purpose. I merely desire the moves that the Senate proceed to the consideration of execviive 
stated from the chair. The Senatorfrom Ne ded to. the business, and on that question the yeas and nays are demanded. 
Senator from Tennessee to move an motion. The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 

Mr. ALLEN. I understood that i to call the roll. 


Mr. HANSBROUGH (when his name wascalled). Iam paired 

with the Senator from Illinois [Mr. PaLxeEr] and withhold my vote. 
Mr. McBRIDE (when hisname was called). I again announce 
with the senior Senator from Mississippi { Mr. 


ge Then it the ae question be 
my 
GEORGE}. he were present, I should vote ‘‘ nay.” 


stated. 
motion pending be stated 


The PRESIDENT pro The motion pending is that | Mr. P when his name was called). I announce the same 
the bill with its naocaiiinens te emia committed to the Committeé on | transfer of m ¢ ir as before, and vote “‘ yea.” 
Finance. Mr. SEW (when his name wascalled), Idesiretoannounce 


oe nee ee at en sew oo ao 
resent a measure here. 
eer. HALE. Now, let me ask the Senator-—— 

The eed the pro by mg Does the Senator from Ne- 
braska the Senator from Maine? 

Mr. ALLEN... Certainly. 
gat nlartinn it Shop eles PP sia 

when no e control or the majority o 

the C The 


Q ublican party can not get at 
this session 9 general ral ovision of to tariff Curough econ es. 
We expect that this condition will be changed in the next Con- 


<<. with the’junior Senator from Wisconsin a MITCHELL]. 
. TILL when his name was called). 1m pairé aes w vith . 
the Senator from ebraska [Mr. Tourston], and in his 
withhold my vote. 

The roll call was Concluded. 

Mr.. BATE. I am paired with the Senator from Utah [Mr. 
Brown]. I will transfer my p: cuir to the Senator from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Irpy], and vote “‘ yea.’ 

Mr. BACO ‘(after having voted in the affirmative), i am 
paired with the junior Senator from Rhode Island [Mr.WrtmMorr}. 
As he is not present, I withdraw my vote. 


Perhaps it will not be changed; it will be ene oe close,un-| Mr. BURROWS. I am paired with the senior Senator from 
doubiedly; but I expect, and other ee mamta ge” Da in the | Louisiana [Mr. Carrery]. 

ene eeernrs banvent Republican party will ~iee the} Mr. COC LL. Iam paired with the senior ~ mator from 

pow the committees in this body to Towa [Mr. ALLISON], who is necessarily absent. I do not know 


how he would vote if present. 


that the conditions here are such that it is utterly impossible. | The result was announced—y eas 2 , nays 30, as follows: 


eee Seis, as en party to do that he asks 


YEAS-— 
for what is evidentl een ee eee vote, . Roer 
and to vote aaa tion that i is before the Senate— Bate” Faulkner, = Sait h 
the proposition o: coinage That is the first question pre- | Berry, Gibson, Mills, Stewart, 
sented before the Senate. If that is voted down, we can vote u upon oe, oan. Moone yarple, 
the House tion—the Dingley bill. That is all we can do, sir, : Harris," Pasco, * Waithall. 
Mr, AL See how absurd is the of the Senator Daniel, Jones, Ark. Pugh, 
from Maine! The Senator has just said that the opposition has NAYS—20. 
control of the Finance Committee, that the Republican party can | Aldrich, Davis, McMillan, Platt, 
not report committee a tariff measure why, then, is | Baker, —* a Eritchard, 
the Senator from Rhode Island moving to refer the back to | Cameron, Gallinger, — o— 
the Finance Committee? Cannon, oa a Rherman, 
A: ALLEN, ‘MhoDingayilisbelotetheSensionow. That | Gai" = sis, tite, 
is quite an ample tariff act in itself. Why can you not use that NOT VOTING—2. 
as a foundation to see en a t tariff measure in the | anison, Cullom, Landeay, Thurston 
form of an amendment, and it here, and put it upon its | Bacon, George, McBride, Tilman, 
passage? Blanchard, Grey: ae Wis. em 
The PRESIDENT hour of 2 cae ae nevi owe. Hansb Sear ggg 
arrived, the Chair the Chair wil ay wy batore the Senate the Cattery," Hawkey," Shoup, Wetmore, 
ness, which will —. Irby, tov, Sauire, wi hite 
amend immigration Cockre ’ > eller. . 
laws of the United cen oon sa che Senate refused to proceed to the consideration of execus 
RESIDENT pore ili Sena ve business. 
— ac og ¢ Beata. ns negates —_ ThePRESIDENT protempore. TheSecretary will read the biil. 


in Committee of the 
Mr 


. ALLEN, I desire to have the pending bill passed over as| The bill was read. 
business. 


the unfinished The amendment reported by the Co: nmittee on Immigration 
The PRESIDENT tem There is no such thing in the | W@5, in line 7, after the word ‘‘ following,” to strike out: 
hoar as unfinished business Sea en ae ae a0 ye ann of ne ge wh .on si not both re ual a 
I desire write ong guage or some other language. ut no parent « 
see the Recorp to show that I requested to ee living in, or hereafter admitted to, this country shall be exciu ied 
ve it passed over as the unfinished business. of his inability to reed and write. 
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Sze. 2. That the provisions of the act of March 3, 1893, to facilitate the en- 
forcement of the iramigration and contract-labor laws, shall apply to the per- 
sons mentioned in section 1 of this act. 

Sxc. 3. That it shall be unlawful for any alien who resides or retains his 
home in a foreign country to enter the United States for the purpose of en- 
gaging in any mechanical trade or manual labor within the borders thereof 
while residing or retaining his home ina foreign country: Pr 
the Secretary of the Treasury may permit aliens to come into and enter this 
country for the purpose of teaching new arts or industries, under such rules 
and regulations as he may provide. 

Sec. 4. That it shall be unlawful for any person, partnership, company, or 
corporation knowingly to employ in any mechanical trade or manual labor in 
the United States any alien who resides or retains his home in a fore 
country: Provided, That the provisions of this act shall not apply to the em- 
ploy ment of sailors, deck hands, or other employees of Vessels of the United 

tates, or railroad train hands, such as conductors, engineers, brakemen, 
firemen, or men, whose duties require them to pass over the frontier 
to reach the termini of their runs. 

Sxo. 5. That it shall be unlawful for any alien to enter the United Sta 
except subjects of the Dominion of Canada and other American countries, 
gies t at the places where the United States maintain an immigrant 


Seo. 6, That any Viclation of the provisions of this act on be Gromed 6 
isdemeanor, punishable by a fine not exceeding $500 or 7, im 
or the term Of not exceeding one year, or both such fine an imprison = 
in the discretion of the court. That all persons convicted under sec as 
this act shall be deported to the country from whence they came. 
And in lieu thereof to insert: 
AB perecas over 14 years of age who can not read and write the language 
of their native country or a others matin that an aged — 
ot so able to read and write who is the mn’ Sree penent ot om 


ie immigrant may accompany ae hee nt f ch immigran 
Second. For the pu of tes e section ty 2 the {tho immigrant to be 
write, as uired by the fo gore se 
furnished th copies oe SS ngtigutlo . me "United States 
umbered unifo: slips, each con g five aires! 
stitution printed in © various lan; of the i igran 
pica type. These slips shall be kept in boxes made for tha 


See ees mak tes ieomnlamamtcan taken te ee nae h see 
e may w 
fers the test shall he made. Mach iamictant ehall be veaniced to +9 Grae cae 
of ol said slips from the box and eet, and afterwards write out, in view of 
tion officers, the five lines ae thereon. Each slip shall be 
‘Jeturnel the box immediately after finished, and the con’ . 
of the box shall be shaken up by en scion of =f cer beforé another dra’ 


; m out the slip thus drawn wa by 
him shall be admit to the peter, J 


wee came at the expense of the steamshi ore oad company W ‘hich brought 
as now provided py law. The ipo co shall oop 
vail times a full number of said printed Jobeord slips, and 


saber 
ch excluded immigrant shall keep a ont ed memorandum pire? 6 1 
of the slip which the said immigrant fail 


So as to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, etc., That soqtton 2.08 3 of ihe ct of ior $, 1891, in a 
of the immigration and cont: hére lon 
adding to the classes as omens thereby re ieted hoon odmniech on 
States the following: All persons over 14 years of age who eh i 
write the language of thats native country or some other language, _ 
that an pores 2 not so able to read and write who is the parent or grand- 
mt of an admissi Sece may aécompany or be sent for by.such 
Second. ‘Por the pu the ome “4 the immigrant to seed 
and pons = Te ores aired Uy oe 0 ‘eemoown, officers 
be furnished wi th copies of the Congtfeation a United tes, printed 
on a uniform gevetene’ nah containing a, es of said 
Constitution printed in the various of the imm: ts in double 
small pica type. as to conceal the al boxes made for that 
ona = os nniage, 04 conceal a. yond by vat ,came a to con’ 
of but one and e 
ric shall ieee t shall be 


ee ach 

draw ps from ee box and ach fm and afterwards write ou 
in full wr the mathigration off cer e press wy —— ‘thereon. 
slip shall be returned to the box 
the conteuts of -_ = Las 2 shaken = 
another dra t f 
slip Sane, See draws by 
et he came at the expense of the steamship or railroad 

Pk ton ronght him, a new provided by law. The on offi- 
om i 1 keepin each box at all times a full number of said printed paste- 
board slips, and in the case of ae excluded semigrent shall keep a ——t 
memorandum of the number of the slip which thé said immigrant failed 
read or omy on in ee 

Sno. 2 t this act shall take effect three months after its passage. 


Mr. LODGE. I desire to say, Mr. dent, that the confusion 
in the Chamber was so great when the Senator from Maryland 
im. GorMAN] made his request that I ‘aid not hear what he said. 

only heard the motion to adjourn, followed by the motion to go 
into executivesession. I happen to bein chargé of this bill, w: ch 

, ali 


ed to réad or copy out 


has been now for a long time at the head of the Calendar 

am very anxious to get a vote upon it with the least possible de- 

lay. I therefore felt it my duty to resist those motions. I ha 

since understood that the Senator from Maryland made personal 
uest that the bill should go over for a day, as he desi - 

at it; and of course to such a personal request I should not 

of making objection. I therefore will yield very gladly for a 

motion to go into executive session. 

Mr. HARRIS. I renew the motion that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business. After ten minutes 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 2 o’clock and 
30 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thuts- 
day, December 10, 1896, at 12 o'clock meridian. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


WEDNESDAY, December 9, 1896. 
The House met at 12 o’clockm. Pra the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. CoupEn. Seite: 


i ali the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
prov: 


JOHN RYAN, ~ 
Mr, BRUMM. Mr. iker, I desire to offer the resolution 
which aes to ios, Ber 
The Cler 


hereby, au eet contingent and of the 
ts te cares equal — > the ex Saisie 


_the SPE . ie oie nga 

eur BR sen ena Mr. B the soldiers? 
, i was on 

roll and di [hh oe I 


Tlinois. Speaker, I 
did not hear the resolution, at poker, wal ree ean 


rted. 
;| "RisSbmascen, The Clerk ineepared oe oe 


e resolution was 
RIC 


H of og think that resolu- 
pial | fHon had better take There are similar reso- 
u tone comma’, Sco tha enienitten, 

BRUMM. 2 cue of pan Ute ty 
unanimous consent, 


A. STONE. Was this person a member of what 
the “‘soldiers’ roll?” = 


* auto Tear I do not think it has been the usual 
oquase urse, certainly not in my time, to have these resolutions passed 
epee pemmeere on Accounts. 

BRUMM. All , then, if oun aides 

Tho SEEARER, The resolution will be referred to’ the Com- 
tillles ta Aunaeaiie 

MRS, MARY GOULD CARR, 

Mr. POOLE, fie. SpetinanyS Somes, SMe eoes Mp oe 
Yigg emmente pe y me 
ees the comtitee of conference was rads fllows: 


oe Feeg 
‘phat the Hope a eae sia <n yora 


“TH GALUNGER 
Managers on the part the Senate. 
oe, Let us have the bill read, so as to see what 
change v 
hea. I would rather have the statement of the 


conte an, Without objection, the bill can be read. 
ee t of the House conferees was read, as follows: 


Ta ces ream gre report on House 


sist reste brite need oat, Se eset 
We Ken Fquea. 
The bill was read, as follows; : 


nto Grig and Mee Mak ee 


dt enne ete., That the 


yar ae 
Carr, aaee of the late 
United States Volunteers, ric ier 


Mr, HOPKINS. Mr. Speaker, how does that come before the 
at this time? 


SPEAKER. It comes before the. House on a report of a 
erence committee. 
. HOPKINS. And do the conferees report the substitution 
$75 for $50? 


Mr, POOLE. The conferees agreed to the Senate amendment, 
which makes it $75 a month. 
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_his rank, which was $17 per month. That pension is insufficient 


‘was developed in conference which can be presented to the yous 
8 and. 
aoa of mate concurred in? 
rs 
Mr, M 
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The statement of the managers on the part of the House was 
read, as follows: 

The managers on the part of the House of the conference on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses ona certain amendment of the Senate to the bill 
(H. R. 2604) to increase the pension of Caroline A. Hough, widow of Prig. Gen, 
John Hough, submit the following written statement in explanation of the 
accompanying conference report, namely: 

On the amendment of the Senate the pension proposed to the claimant is 
increased from $30 per month, as the bill sed the House, to $50 per month, 

The mangers on the part of the House have recommended that th'e House 
recede from its disagreement, and concur in the Senate amendment for the 
reason that the beneficiary is in feeble health, is 60 years of age, and without 
means except a pension of $17 per month, which is entirely unsufficient for 
her support. Her husband has a record of most honorable service, and the 
rate of $50 per month has been almost uniformly adopted by the Congress in 
cases of the widows of officers of like rank and like honorable service, 

BENSON WOOD 

O. A. SULLOWAY, 

WM. BAKER, 
Managers on the part of the House, 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I move that the conference report 
be agreed to. i 

Mr. LOUD. Will the gentleman permit a question or two be- 
fore the report is voted upon? 

Mr. WOOD. Certainly. 

Mr, LOUD. I would like to ask the gentleman to state, if he 
can, of his own knowledge, whether the House has been able to 
secure any recession by the Senate from the position they have 
taken in any of these pension cases. 

Mr. WOOD. I will state to the gentleman from California that 
this is the only conference committee upon which I have served, 
but the Recorp will answer his question. I cannot answer it. 

Mr. LOUD. Now, Mr. Speaker, there is another point that I 
would like to bring to the gentleman’s attention. In the state- 
ment which has been submitted the House conferees have assumed 
to review the position taken by the House and to give reasonsof 
their own why they have recommended agreeing to the Senate 
amendment, Itis hardly proper, in my opinion, for a conference 
committee to review the merits of the case and present opinions 0! 
their own as reasons why the House should accede to the demands 
of the Senate. I think that the same course has been pursued in this 
case that has been pursued in every case that has so far been pre- 
sented tothe House. The House, for instance, passes a bill grant- 
ing a pension of $30a month, the Senate increases the amount to $50 
or $75 a month, and, with all due respect to our conference commit- 
tees in these cases, it seems to me that they haye exercised great dili- 
gencein endeavoring to give way tothe willoftheSenate. [Laugh- 
ter.]| I think, Mr. Speaker, that in future our conferees ought to 
try tomaintain thedignity of the House. If wearerightin passing 
a bill giving a pension of $30 a month, then when the Senate dis- 
agrees and a conference is ordered our conference committees 
should at least make an attempt to maintain the dignity of this 
body, and I trust they will do so, I hope also that hereafter no 
conference committee appointed by the House will undertake to 
present views of their own as a reason why the House should 
change its position as to any particular case. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I understand that the remarks of 
the gentleman from California are addressed rather to the future 
action of this House than to its action on the present case. 
there is about this bill is that it makes provision for the widow of 
a soldier who was wounded in the service. The record of his 
service shows a participation in some twenty-odd battles. When 
his service ended he was chief of staff of an army corps. He 
enlisted originally as a private soldier, and was wounded as a 
private soldier. He was pensioned for wounds received im battle, 
From those wounds he died. His widow received the pension of 









































Mr. WOOD. I think sometimes it Se 
conference comamuitine to seuttnanans auneiiing witieent devel- 


\ . Without any new facts? 
Mr. WOOD, I think so. 


Mr. MoMILLIN. Then it that in this case the commit- 


any new facts. If thatis the case the House ought to knowit, and 
I ea to elicit that state of the case. 

Mr. WOOD. Re ee month. 
The bill was not cut down by the House from $50 to $40. 

Mr. MoMILLIN. I didnotso state. I said the had 
stated that there was an effort in committee to get the bill through 
at $50, and that the committee refused to 
fmt eee er core ae ee 

. Bu oug’ an 
committee of conference mente the ne 
action those facts ought to be before the House. Otherwise it is 
a the House ought not to be asked to change its former 
action. 

Mr. WOOD. I presume, then, on the theory of the gentl 
from Tennessee, both Houses should adhere to action; and 


7 


the result would be that a a 
. The question is on agreeing to the report of 


the committee of conference, 

The report was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. WOOD, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


PRINTING OF DIGEST AND MANUAL. 


Mr, PERKINS submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and adopted: 


- Resclved, That there ted copies of the Digest and Manual of the 
Rinies and Practioe of the House f second of 


600 
of Heprosentatives or the session 
the Fifty-fourth Congress, same to be bound and distributed under diree- 
tion of the Speaker and Clerk of the House. 


ORDER OF ,BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. There being no unfinished business, the call 
of committees will be resumed, At the conclusion of order 
of business yesterday the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. LAcry], rep- 
resenting the Committee on the Public Lands, had the floor. 


GRANTING OF LANDS TO UNIVERSITY OF UTAH. 


Mr. LACEY. I = up the bill-(S. 2047) exten the time 
within which the U: ty of Utah shall occupy lands héretofore 
granted to it. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted,ete., That the time within which the University of Utah shall 
occupy the lands granted to it by act of July 23, 1894, is extended from 
five years to ten years thereafter; and the said act is so amended that instead 
of five years it shall read ten years. 


Mr. LACEY. The which is very brief, will explain the 
purpose of this bill, I ask that it be read. 
e report (by Mr. ALLEN of Utah) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on the Public to whom was referred the bill (S. 
entitled “An act to extend the time 


occupy lands heretofore ted to it,” leave to submit re- 
COORPY lands ees oti ee 


extended he five to ten years from the 
es 


said 
Said act provides that the Universi th lands thereby 
tod within five yearé It appears to this committes that anh 
not been able to meet the of grant, and probably 
not be able to ocew 7 ete ete SEs 


for her to live upon. Quite an effort was made in the committee up . 
he occupan @ large outlay 
bull i ‘At present the uni A ja 


to increase this pension to $50; but the bill was finally reported at 


$30, and in that form passed the House without any opposition. pe Cassese 
i do not know that it would be proper to state what occurred in y ae common! baad See n rasicedarant 
the conference committee; but it ought to be assumed that the befldings. With new imposed by to the \Jnion, the 

' FETS 0 ¥ House made at least an honest effort State of Utah finds itself unable to at once to the lands 
managers on the part of the given to the ty by the U Sta The lands 
to compromise the differences between the two Houses. They tate of Utah for eentieea the ena’ 

“3. os . $ to theS ree by 
have reported the bill in its present form, and in view of what | are notyeta and under the tions which exist can not be for some 
has happened this morning, as well as heretofore, I think the | time yet. 
report ought to be concurred in. Mr. LACEY. I call for a vote, ; 
r. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman permit a question? The qu the bill was ordered to a third read- 


ing, read o thin Hoe passed, 
On motion of Mr. LACEY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 
INDIAN TRAINING SCHOOL AT FORT BIDWELL. 


Mr, LACEY, I now call up the t resolution (H. Res. 
$s auly bE Bae taker te one thors Bidwrell toy 


Mr. WOOD. Certainly. 

Mr. McMILLIN. The gentleman says there was an effort to 
put this bill through at $50 when it was pending in ttee 
or in the House ; that that effort failed; that the committee and 
the House concurred in cutting down the amount of the pension 
to $30; that when the bill went to the Senate the amount was 
raised, as the record shows, to $50. Now, what I would like to 
know is this: What new fact or what new condition of affairs 







an Indian 
The joint 
as a reason why the action of the House should bé réyvi Resa 


D. Not necessarily anything new. 
CMILLIN, Nothing toleer?™ 















well for an [ndian training school, leave to suomit the following report, 
co [ooenene that said resoiution do pass with amendments as below indi- 
ca 
After careful consideration of this resolution, your committee would rec- 
ommend the following amendments: 
Strike out the wo “be, and the same is hereby,” in lines 6 and 7, and 
t the w “havirg been.” Also im line 6, after tho 
word “the,” strike out the word “Secretary” and insert “ Department,” 
after the word “Interior,” in line 6, insert “the Secretary of the Interior 
is hereby authorized and empowered to use the same.”’ 
This resolution has been referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


whose communication and report to Mr. BAgwaAm, dated April 2, 1806, is 
hereto attached and made part of this report: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Orrice oF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, April. 2, i396. 
Sim: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commuuication ae 
of the éth ultimo, in which you refer to the desire of this office to establish if 
an Indian training school upon the abandoned military reservation at Fort. j : 
Bidwell, Cal., for the Indians of that vicinity. who are entirely without 
school facilities and in great need thereof, and state that you have exam:ned 
the law on the question of whether or not this Department can use the same 
for the desired purposes, and are of the opinion that further action of Con- 


SaaS for; that you intend todo all you can to have 
established at the abandoned post a Government training school as ‘x 
above indicated, and would therefore ask that this office give the mattar 
careful consideration and report thereon for the consideration of Congress. 
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judgment, for training school at that . Conse- |} “In reply you are under date of March 5, 1896, this office made 
the of the Interior made an inquiry of the Commissioner of the General Land Office as to the present 
stetus of the said ing what, if any, improvements or build- 
the reservation until the matter could be by 
gs sold or ot! and whether or not there was 
ings had been sold herwise d of 1 wheth 
any wa whic e a gs and lands coul used for Government 
Congress. eee ne se naar ny y in which th said buildin a land id be ed f G 
use the for purpose contemplated. ediam schvecd ‘iongress in order to seenre a title 
& joint does not them to be so used, but therefor for the pu above indicated. 2 ‘ 
: I am now in receipt of the desired information from the General Land S 
if in confers the authority on the > for Office, 25h from the Sestetant Commissioner of that office. dated 
udgment, such course shall be desirable. The March reads as follows: 
of the J for the support of the school, if at all “Tn rt ve to state that the Fort Bidwell Post Reservation was eutab- 
pene of considered the lished b: ecutive order of October 19, 1846; enlarged and connected with 
will be at another time and be of course : by blic survey October 4, 1870. The estimated area is 3,078.19 acres. A 
Indian Committee hereafter. This shnply, as I have said, con- od reservation wes established February 7, 1871; area, 640 acron. 
execution order the is ebruary that of sec. 8, T. 4 ep litte = ing within 
fers the authority to — the of the of the reservation was pan under the control of the Inte- ; 
rior for under act of July 5, 1884 (23 Stat. L., taal. “ 


The remainder of the reservation was relinquished and transferred tc the 
Interior Departmen’ 


rior deems it the of t October 2, 1890, for disposal under said act of July 5, er 
e for the purposeof s That is Mc transfer of that i tion 8, it te offic: os 

isinit. The matter has been both by the Commissioner | that there wore six stvuetn Seiten temenans ceiver ciate, oe oat 

of Indian Affairs and the of the Interior. 


but on November 17, 1893, the War Department transmitted to this office a 
schedule showing that there are forty buildings on the pneservation; that 
their condition is ———— their value $13,575, exclusive of fences, water- 


WoThie oMee not yet had occasion to make further inquiry in regard to 


I will the ownership of the but presumes that they belong to the Gov- 
Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. eee oe “N have yet been taken looking tc the disposal either of the land « 
from Iowa aquestion: many Indians are there in the vicinity | bui tr ut the general « praiser of abandoned military seservations. now 
of this -i w probaly rea bam ge a the near future, when the 
Mr. . Lam informed that there are from 1,200 to 1,500 | Potraned with a view to the disposal thereof cader {he salt wef Sows : 
Indians in the immediate of this -. i unless other disposition thereof is authorised. | a 
eee re een eee Gee ARHAM], |.” office knows of no reason why action should not be postponed by the 
Secretary to allow time for legislative actio th a view to the estabiishme 
who is thoroughly conversant with the ’ can answer of the desired reservation, provided guch action is deemed nee ome — ee 
that may be asked in reference to it. sie Pu ; this < » this office a receipt of H. Rea, }s2. sing the 
resolution introduced use Oo =O} drs 
Mr. P _ ms pono Te would like to inquire as of March 27, 1896, suthorizing the Secretary of the Interior to use Fort a 
— 3 what is mean an Indian * | Bidwell for an Indian training school. This joint resolution meets the hearty 
kind of a school is it to be? We have already | approval of this office, and I have therefore this day reported upon the matter 
boarding and day schools for the but as far as I know we | to the honorable Secretary of the Interior, so stating, and recommending 
i no hools Vole seacttaine to give the same favorable action. 
Mr. BARHAM. There are twelve or fifteen hundred Indians| °"” D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner 
in the immediate neighborhood of this Fort Bidwell. It is situ-| Hon. J. A. Bapuan, ae 
ated in the northeastern portion of the State of California, some ce psa , 
200 or 300 miles from the terminus of any railroad, and contains |_ Mr. PICKLER. I would like to know whether there is any A 
3,600 acres of 640 of which is timber land. the property | information in possession of the committee as tc the number of Shee 
sold it would substantially nothing. children to be educated. Have not they an Indian schol there ~~ 
Now, these Indians are not self-sustaining. They to the | now? 
Pi-Ute or Modoc tribe, and are roaming throughout the country,| Mr. LACEY. They have not. 
we never having been able to hold them on any reservation ou Mr. PICKLER. there was any necessity for this matter-—— 
this time. Mr. LACEY. Ofcourse I assume that there is necessity for it, 
This matter affects three States— Oregon, and Califor- | Or else these requests would hardly have come from the Depart- 


ment. 
Mr. PICKLER. This opens up another Indian school, as the ‘ 


ows. 
Mr. LACEY. Not at all, unless the Indian Committee shall 
recommend it. 


has in aoe pemmnnies this of the Commissioner of Indian Mr. — What nave they been doing for school facilities 
Affairs the Secretary of the Interior; or are they embodied in | heretofore? : 
the ee aiiai : _ Mr. a Doing without, as far as this particular scheme oP 

Mr. ; they are published in the report is concerned. 

Mr. PICKLER. a the letter of the Depart-|_ Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to ask the gentleman from 
ment this Iowa ve eee a = permission—that is, whether the bill in 

Mr. ; it is in thereport any way chan e title of this property? 

Mr. CUR’ of a I would like to have the report read, r. LACEY. Notatall. It is now in the United States, and 

will permit it. the control is in the Secretary of the Interior. There isno change 
: y. Ethtak € Gs report fe read it wit in the title. : 
coi avenyety to reference to the matter. I ask for the read-| Mr. RICHARDSON. None at all? 
the report. Mr. LACEY. None whatever. 


I ask a vote upon the amendments, 
The amendments recommended by the committee were agreeé us 
to, and the joint resolution as amended was ordered to be eugrosse 
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and read a third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
‘and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LACEY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
‘was laid on the table. 


CONFIRMATION OF CASH ENTRIES OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 8418) to 
confirm certain cash entries of public lands. Its number is 167 
on the House Calendar. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That all entries of the public lands made under the pro- 
visions of the act entitled “An act to graduate and reduce the price of the 
public lands to actual settlers and cultivators,” approved August 4, 1 which 
are illegal and invalid because of the fact that the lands covered thereby had 
never been offered for sale, be, and the same are pees: confirmed, if, upon 
‘examination ~~ the Commissioner of the General Land Office, the same are 
‘found to be otherwise regular and in compliance with said act and the acts 
supplemental thereto. 

gc. 2. Thatall acts or parts of acts in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I desire to reserve the point 
of order against the calling up of this bill in this hour. It seems 
to be obnoxious to the rule. 
| Mr. LACEY. I hope my friend will not press the point of order 
until he hears an explanation of the bill. 
| The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SHERMAN). The point of 
order is reserved. 

i Mr. LACEY. I now yield to my colleague [Mr. McRAzE], who 
will explain the bill. 
' Mr. RICHARDSON, The point of order which I desire to re- 
serve is that the bill should be on the Union Calendar, instead of 
on the House Calendar. : 

ae McRAE. Mr. Speaker, the object of this bill is stated in 
the report. 

Under the graduation act of 1854, which provided for a reduc- 
tion in the price of public lands to those who actually cultivated 
and settled upon them, these lands were entered; but the Pe 
ments in some cases were not made technically in accordance wi 
the statute. A few entries were permitted. Those of Fe who 
are familiar with the graduation act will remember that the price 
was graduated according to the length of time between the date 
of the public offering and theentry. In that way some confusion 
arose. The purpose of this bill is to quiet the title to a number of 
public land entries that are now in the hands of actual settlers, 
‘which lands have been paid for and occupied, and transferred a 
number of times. Unless they are passed to patent there will be 
confusion, trouble, and litigation. 

That is the whole re of the bill, and I hope there will be 
no delay aboutit. The land officers ask for it, and the committee 
think the bill should . 

. ee RICHARDSON, I withdraw the point of order, so far as 
I am concerned. 

( Mr. LACEY, I will add to what my colleague has stated t 
this bill will apply only to some lands in Arkansas. The draft o: 
the bill was made by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office in order to enable him to adjust these particular titles. 

' Mr. PICKLER. Does the bill state that? 

Mr. LACEY. The bill is general in its character, but the actual 
application of it will reach only the lands to which I have referred. 

The Commissioner says: 

This will include the entries made in Arkansas south of the old Louisiana 
‘boundar line and north of the new one authorized by act of May 19, 1828 
(4 Stat. L., 276). 

Only a small region of country will be affected by this bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LACEY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
‘was laid on the table. 


PROTECTION AGAINST FOREST FIRES, 


Mr. LACEY. I next call up the bill (H. R. 9124) to protect 
the forests on the public domain from destruction by fire. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


_ Beit enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized 
to cause to be surveyed or plainly marked ways, about 1,000 feet in width, 
through the forests on the public domain which are liable to destruction by 
fire, at intervals of from 5 to 10 miles apart, in such directions as, when 
cleared, may be deemed most effective to prevent the spreading 
Src. 2. That the timber contained in such ways may be offered for sale at 
ublic auction in ls, with the condition that the purchaser shall clear 
he entire width of that part of the way the timber on which is 
‘him. As to those parts of the ways which can not be so clea’ bids may 
‘asked for the cl g of the same in parcels and as many of the same accepted 
‘as may be deemed expedient. : 
f §$xc. 3. That such purchaser or contractor shall enter into contract to per- 
form the work as required in the s cations for his bid, and shall give 
pond for the faithful performance of his contract in such sum as may be de- 
rmined by the Secretary of the Interior or by any person designated by him. 


' Mr. LACEY. I yield to the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. 


we eae 
Mr. SHAFROTH. Mr. Speaker, the forest fires which occurin 
the Western country are a source of great danger. The forests 


become ignited, and the fire sweeps for 


; 
: 
i 
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destroying as much as a hundred square miles of timber, and the 
pa sly php re wy nai er earns 
country is very great. There is no these 
Sree without ated to the Govacpealic aaah ob eames 
can not be contemplated at the t time. The bill which I 
originally drew went a further than the bill which is 
now before the House. I wanted an express mandate to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to cause these ways to be cut, but the com- 


mittee thought that it was not wise to ae 
The cutting of these ways for the purpose 

what expe’ tal, and for that reason the 
that the bill should be modified so as to leave it to the 
of the Secretary of the Interior to determine when and where 
these ways should be cleared. 


I know 00 ne say Se Sizeh. the sare St Saas, Pane Ste 30 
wa: 


4 


i 


stopped except by mang oe At when a fire 
occurs the inhabitants who live in vicinty gather together 
and try to concentrate upon one point and cut ber down to 

can not cut 


stop the fire. ee ee They 
enough timber. ways which they cu 

consequently the fire on until it 
until there is a change in the wind. If the wind 


: 


they can fight the fire, or if it comes to a barren place i will, of 
course, die out. If these ways are cut at intervals of 5 or 10 
miles, we shall have the sa Sere Sen eer ae 


not burn beyond those points. At least the inhabitants 
part of the country can concentrate their 

a successful fight against the further spread of the 
as this bill does not involve any 
execution is clearly 

rior, inasmuch as it is contem 
be cut will pay for their 

the of the bill. 


own 
f clearing The bill cietes that tee timber be offered f 
0! ; ma 
sale at public auction, with . 
clear the entire wid 
Mr. HER 


i 
# 
ace 


th of ae 
MANN. I will ask gentleman to yield to me for 


ways. 
Mr. SHAFROTH. No; not under the t bill. Inaformer 
bill I desired that, but it is not the provision of this bill. 
nae Is there any maximum limit as to the width 
of these wa 


wae aoe are to be es tape feet in width. I 
no was e enough; committee thought 
they would limit it to that. " 
. HERMANN. Iwill ask my friend if he doesnot think that 
the privileges given are apt to be abused by timber-land 
lage of cotling. the Songs sacmeensiags Wie tememimieeeion nai 
ege of cu ways, congue ; 
the sole view of advan ; ae can rsonal ae oe 
the cutting of the ways will be able to obtain tim which, 
under the forestry ast Suk tha Sevtcictions @& pueienh texpoes’, 
they are not now able to obtain? 
r. SHAFROTH. I do not think it would be abused, because 


a thousand feet in width of timber is not sufficient pe 
object toa tor. It is true that all laws are to 3 
but when on is vested in the Secretary of Interior, 
he is evidently not going to act upon that matter without informa- 
“— from —m ee that locality, and perhaps from 

e ofa agen 

Mr, HER . friend knows how extensive the forest res- 
ervations are. For in my own State er 


tion extends from the waters of the Columbia River en 
to the northern boundary of on the 

xailes a em an area of 5,000 ‘ 
Piet i cnnting thn teeuk ce a 
way of preven j 
cut sach ways all oxet tals axbeaaianaundaneds at 
different places—which would entail notonly agreat deal of expense 


to the people, but also enable certain persons interested in the 
chose ot Tones 35 2 vast amount of timber in the cu 
reservation 


ot ee ee . 
Mr. SHAFROTH, ton oer Sores: © ome aerate or ae. 
that little cutting would be infinitesimal when eed the 
damage done by one fire. I do not know how it is in your part 
of the country, but in our part, if a fire is ignited, where there are 
no barriers to prevent its it will cover as much as a hun- 
dred osanes miles, and the is that the ig ry ser 
centu is totally destroyed in two or three days. no 


way now of stopping these fires, and there ought to be some way 
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i ee for the on of the 
and that they seek to cut these ways, whereas 
reality it is their personal interests prompt them to ask to 


Mr. ’ you 
fax the suneemtal opecation of your il you will find thas it is 

m con 
SE OTE. a left to the discretion of 


Secretary of the Interior, and it seems to me that it can do no 


Mr. PICKLER. Sarre anere ney objection to the 
It seems to me as it is left to the discretion of the Secretary 
of the Interior that no will occur from it. Why does the 


it will not oe 
Mr SHAFROTH, I mean to say this: That the timber on these 


Jorlity thelr bel to clear often is of sufficient vaiue to 
their being 
Mr. PICKLER. How do know that? 
Mr. SHAFROTH. I that in a good many instances it 
not be valuable. * 


i 


; The Secretary of the Interior will be empow- 
= ahead at ? ti 
it is the Government should 


we chat ie tous but there is no appropriatio 

% : no nm 
made; and even if necessary that 

to clear these ways, in order to save miles and 

of timber, it seems to me the Government ought to do it. 


of the Interior can not proceed in the absence 


“When this timber has been cut off, what is 
going to grow up there? 


money to do it. But this bi 
time 


present ki 
Mr. PICKLER. The Secretary of the Interior will be author- 
ized to 






Mr. SHAFROTH. Well, there may be a small growth of pines 
in the course of years. But at the same time these cleared places 
will afford rallying points to which the settlers in the community 
can go with whatever means may be at their command for stop- 
ping these fires. If there is a growth of low brush they can 
sealty cut that off while the fire approaches. There is no other 
way,so far as I can conceive (and i have studied this question), 
of ping these fires. If Congress wants to provide for patrol- 
Ting e forests, if you want to send an army out there with 
authority to extinguish the fires, of course that would be more 
acceptable to us. But that would cost the Government too much 
money. It seems to me that the provision embraced in this bill 
for clearing these rights of way in the manner described is the 
most effective and inexpensive mode of stopping these fires. 

Mr. PICKLER. If, after these places are cleared, the grass 
should grow up thickly, and then the brush and the undergrowth, 
it seems to me there would be great difficulty in stopping a fire. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Itis true that there might S some diffi- 
= vagy hae ae places, as ao said, on Se to * 

e living in that region a ying point, where they 
aul ot have to cut the timber in order to prevent the progress 
of the fire. At present, when they are trying to stop a fire, their 
efforts are foiled by the fact that when, as the fire is aprnechiog, 
they undertake to fell the timber, the fire is upon them by the 
time they have cut only a few trees. The result is that fre- 
ee and miles of timber are destroyed. 

Mr. PICKLER. This bill practically empowers the Secretary 
of the Interior to cut up the whole public domain into checker 
boards. He may make these clearings every 5 miles, if he chooses. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. He may if he wishes, provided he bas the 
involves no appropriation at the 


with this work, whether the settlers desire it or not. 

Mr. OTH. Yes, sir; but it is not supposed the Secre- 
tary of the Interior would do anything contrary to the best inter- 
ests of the Government. It seems to me we must vest this power 


ber | somewhere. We can not pass a law providing absolutely for cut- 


ting ways in all places, because in a particular locality the work 
may not be needed. Some States may require something of this 
kind; others may not. Discretion must be vested in somebody. 
I know of no one in whonr this discretion can more properly be 
vested than in the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. PIC . The probability is that some settlers would 
= this done and some would not, so that serious controversy 

t arise. 


. SHAFROTH. If that occurs, the Secretary of the Interior 
can very well determine the matter. He is not going to do any- 
thing, it seems to me, contrary to the interests of the greatest 
number of the settlers. Besides, I do not think the seftlers will 
be divided in sentiment upon a question of this kind. They are 
unanimous in regard to the necessity of stopping these fires. 

Mr. PICKLER. Why would it not be a good idea to provide 
that this work eon ae be done unless the legislature of the State 
con to it 

Mr. 8 ROTH. Thelegislature of the State would, it is true, 
be interested to a certain extent in preserving the forests. But 
these forests belong to the United States. It seems to meit ought 
not to be left in the power of a State legislature to say whether 
our forests should be preserved or not. On similar ground it 
might be said, why not prohibit the cutting of timber, provided the 
State legislature says it should not be done? That would not do. 
These forests belong to the United States Government, and they 
should not be put under the control of any other authority. 

Mr. PI . Well, it seems to me the people living in a 
State might well be consulted as to whether they wanted this 
thing to be done. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Their wishes will no doubt be consulted by 
the Secre of the Interior. 

Mr. PICKLER. That was my notion; that thelegislature might 
be consulted, and if they agreed to the proposition the Secretary 
of the Interior might go ahead. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. It seems to me we ought not to make our 
— dependent upon the pleasure of the legislature of any 


Mr. HERMANN. I will as’: the gentleman who will reap the 
immediate benefit of this transaction? Of course, it is claimed 
that the people of the United States will receive the ultimate ben- 
efit. But aside from the ultimate benefit td the people of the 
United States from the preservation of the forests, who will be 
peermaag benefited, so far as concerns this timber which is to 

cu 

Mr. SHAFROTH. In my section of the country the principal 
object in preserving the forests is not the timber at all. The ob- 
ject is that there shall be shade made on the mountains so that the 
snows which fall there will not melt until midsummer, when the 
water is needed on the plains below for the purpose of irrigation, 
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Mr. HERMANN. The gentieman misunderstands my tion. 
In plain terms, I want to know who is to get this timber which is 
to be cut off in clearing these rights of way? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. According to the provisions of the bill the 
Secretary of the Interior, if he desires to have a way cut t h 
the public timber land, say 1,000 feet. wide, advertises for bids for 
the timber to be cut with the condition that the party cutting it 
shall take it away and clear up the entire width of 1,000 feet 
from inflammable matter. Then if there is bid, say, $100 for the 
timber or any other amount, and the bid is accepted by the Sec- 
retary, the money goes into the Treasury of the United States. 
There can not, it seems to me, be any speculation or any frauds 
perpetrated under this law, nor will it be in the interest of any of 
the large corporations in the country. 

Mr. HERMANN. Except—lI call my friend’s attention to this, 
for he means well and desires honestly to do whatever is possible 
to preserve the forest reservations, as all of us do, but he will dis- 
cover, I think, after a careful examination of this matter, that the 
cutting of this timber will necessitate the leaving on the ground, 
in the track of the cutting, of an immense amount of small waste 
such as broken branches, twigs, and material of that kind; and 
the cutting will lead to this condition of affairs, that the grass 
growing up among this waste matter and dying, being left amongst 
the trees, will be asourceof greater danger and lead te morenumer- 
ous fires and more dangerous fires than we have to confront now. 

Mr. SHAFROTH, My friend is mistaken in that. The con- 
tractors for this work will be required to clear away all of the 
débris, and the Secretary is vested by the bill with authority to 

rescribe what shall be done, how the ways shall be cleared, and 

o provide that no inflammable material shall be left on the ground. 

r. PICKLER. It will takea large number of agents to watch 
that proceeding, will it not? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Not at all; it will not require amr ts. 
They can have an inspection after the work is done. Ard I will 
state to my friend that whoever does this cutting is required to 
give bond to comply with the conditions imposed by the Secretary, 
and he will be responsible on the bond for the character of the 
work that is done and the satisfactory nature of the work. 

Mr. BLUE. Will the gentleman from Colorado permit me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Certainly. 

Mr. BI.UE. If I understand you correctly, you propose to save 
the Treasury of the United States the expense of clearing these 
ways through the timber by donating the timber standing upon 
the land for that ? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. No, sir; the Secretary of the Interior asks 
for bids for the clearing of, we will say, a width of 1,000 feet, and 
for whatever number of miles he wants to go. Bids are received 
at so much for the timber, with the requirement that the 
whose bid is received shall clear up the entire 1,000 feet and at 
the saane time clear away the undergrowth and all inflammable 
material in that distance. That amount goes into the Treasury of 
the United States and the Government is saved the expense of cut- 
ting this way itself. At the same time the person whose bid is 
accepted gives a bond for the faithful carrying out of the contract; 
and if he does not perform the conditions he is liable on the bond. 
In other words, he is required to comply strictly with the regula- 
tions which the Secretary of the Interior may see proper to impose. 

Mr. BLUE. Does it not amount to this, that there will benosuch 
thing as cutting a protection line through the timber lands unless 
the timber to be cut is of sufficient value to pay for the work? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Itis quite likely, of course, that such will be 
the case. The bill, I confess, does not go as far as I desired it to 
go. I would like it to have coe very much further. The oa 
nal bill which I drew provided that the Government should do 
work. I wanted the Government to do it whether it paid or not; 
but I was overruled by the committee. 

Mr. PICKLER. It seems tome thatunder the operation of this 
bill authority would be given to do it anyway. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. No, sir; there is no appropriation provided 
in the bill. 

Mr. BLUE. Is this a provision for the rs of the 
timber cut off the land for the purpose of affording fire protection? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. For the purpose of affording fire protection, 
unquestionably. 

Mr. GARDNER. Does not the bill assume that the soil will be 
sterile and practically worthless after the timber is cut off? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Our country is arid, as the gentleman 
knows, entirely different from what it is in the eastern parts of the 
country, where high grasses grow. It will doubtless remain sterile 
until the low pine trees begin to spring up again, which takes a 
considerable time. 

Mr. GARDNER. But will not the fire run through the young 
pine trees asrapidly—trees that are two or three years old—as when 
they are more matured or of larger growth? 

r.SHAFROTH. The young pines will not get started for five 
or six years; and even in the event of a fire in this younger timber 
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it will be much easier to cut away and clear out the small brush 


an] stop the Spe han St a ee ee eee nee 
m ber. 


Mr. PICKLER. This would not authorize, I suppose, any cut- 
~ away of the public forests in the parks? 2 
1: SHAFROTH. I do not know it would or not. It 


—ae to timber on so domain. 
tr. LACEY. But in the parks. 
Mr. SHAFROTH. Oh, no; I 


doubt, because we certainly ; 
Yellowstone Park or the other national parks. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. No. ee a ee public 
domain which is liable to by fire. 
guage 0 of eo SORE ee Ee ee ee eee 
er ilmi ° 
<r That includes all the timber reservations, does 
not: 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Yes; it includes the timber reservations. 
Mr. PAYNE. Then does not the bill authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to throw open to market 8 per cent of all the 


not. 
‘ Why not? The Secretary can cut a swatha 
thousand feet wide each way in 5 miles. That would be 
two twenty-fifths of all the timber, or = 


cent. 
Mr. SHAFROTH. The proposed width is only about one-fifth 
of a mile. 


Mr. PAYNE. Hecan cut aswath a feet wide in one 
direction, which would be one -fifth, and then he can cut, 
in a direction perpendicular to that, at the required an- 
other swath a thousand feet another twenty. 
or altogether 8 cent of the whole; and the power to do that is 
left. by this bi of 


in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior. 
discretion, sell that proportion of the reserved 


timber. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Or he can give it away for the sake of get- 
ting it cut off. 

Mr. PAYNE. 


Yes. 
Mr. SHAFROTH. In the first ‘i tlemen should under 


He can, in his 


stand that the timber that is by cutting is infinitesi- 
mally small in amount compared prego ae sod 
fire. You will find that every year, in the United States, 

ten times as much timber by fire as 


cutting. 

Mr. STEPHENSON. And what causes those bush fires? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Travelers and hunters, for the most part, 
building fires and not putting them out 4 

thus facili the of the fire. 

Mr. SHA That is not the usual cause in our part of 
the coun Forest fires or 


s 
E 
: 
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pe pede pain -7w- ace of the See 
cou as we have, merely 

him discretionary power to have these inade hho thiake 
Mr. LEIGHTY. Does this bill provide an absolute means of 
ag gy on age ; 
Mr. SHAFROTH. It does not; and no bill can be framed that 
will do that. 


Mr. LEIGHTY. No; I think not. Does this bill provide any 


f ee me meyer are once 
cee, SHAPIC ee chen 
a LEIGHTY. Then, does not the : believe that ina 


Mr. SHAFROTH. Not in our past of the 5 

as I have said, the bill vests the in the Box ae ae 
Interior to decide where these shall be cut and where 
shall not, and if he does not think it desirable in any 








bin Phat na aida 
year 


of 
By reece are bao we lose and such 
loses of timber that would 
be ; ae were cleared. 


for 
. TRACEY. Has 
these 


of the Interior doubtless 
thom. Tn other localities it would pay, and there he would give 


On PIOKLER, ee eens enenae Ce Secs: 
of the Interior this 


might leap across a ways were to be of 
great value as a protection to be ‘wider. 
Mr. TRACEY. To what t are the forests devastated by 
Mr. SHAFROTH. Oh, to a fearful extent. Miles and miles of 
are destroyed. 

Mr. TRACEY. Are the trees absolutely destroyed? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. The trees are : 
Mr. LACEY. Mr. , an question 
has led me to think ob peta ads pm A in the United 
States where the methods by 


or at least as effectively, so that the of “ ways” of 

kind would fail to accomplish the inview. Butinas- 
much as the bill the matter the Secretary of the 
Interior, and as we were assured in the high regions, where 
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Mr. SHAFROTH, I think it does. The bill provides further, 
however, that the work shall be done under rules and regulations 
to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, and he can make 

tions as may be necessary. I do not 
think it is wise to attempt to set forth definitely in detail in a bill 
of this character exactly what shall be done in the way of clearing 


wa, 

Mr. HULICK. It occurs to me that it ought to expressly pro- 
yide not only for the removal of the timber, but of all under- 
brush, so that all waste material there should be removed. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. That is unquestionably meant. 

Mr. HULICK. The language of the bill is: 

The timber on which is purchased by him. 

I think it ought to be more definite. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. It says: 

Shall ee width of that part of the way the timber on which is 


It seems to me it means that. And when you take into consid- 
eration that the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to prescrihe 
the rules under which this shall be done, the Government is 


am ee 
Mr ULICK. Another question. Would this timber and 
brush be removed entirely from this way, or would it be burned 


on the —_ 

Mr. ROTH. The Secretary can prescribe either method, 
whichever he desires. 

Mr. HULICK. It might makea difference. If the timber and 
underbrush is burned on the ground, why then the land grows up 
to weeds and underbrush that are really more dangerous in caus- 
ing the spread of fire than the original timber would be. 

fir. SHAFROTH. The Secretary of the Interior would un- 

uestionably be empowered to prescribe in his specifications for 
bids exactly what he thought was to the interest of the Govern. 


Mr. PICKLER. You t to exclude public parks, You 
ought ner to ne into the Yellowstone and cut any such ways 


Mr. . The Secretary of the Interior would not do 
such thing as that unless it were for the public good. 
. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, [ call for a vote on the bill, if no 
further discussion is destred. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 

The ceaathon lieing tak the Speak ed that th 

eq en, the er announced that the noes 

seemed to have it. 

On a division (demanded by Mr. SHarrorn) there were—ayes 
20, noes 33. 

Accordingly the bill was not ordered to engrossment and third. 
reading. A es 

RESERVOIR sIres. “ 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the bill (S. 264} 

a for the location and purchase of public lands for reser- 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That any person, live-stock company, or transporiztion 
corporation engaged in breeding. grazing, driving, or transporting live stock 
=e construct reservoirs upon ancocuD. ne pam a + t ov nited States, 

or or purpose ‘urnishing water to 
such live stock, and shall have control of such reservoir, under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, and the lands upon which the 
same is constructed, not ex 160 acres, so long as such reservoir is main+ 
tained and water kept therein for such p : Provided, That such reser- 
voir shall not be fenced and shall be open to the free use of any person desiring 
to water animals of any kind. 


Src. 2. Thatany live-stock company, or corporation desiring to avail 
themselves of the provisions of this act shall file a eclaratory statement in 
the United States office in the district where the land is situated, which 
statement shall describe the land where such reservoir is to be or has been 
constructed; shall state what business such corporation is engaged in; specify 
the ca of the reservoir in —=. and whether such company, person, 

has filed upon other reservoir sites within the same county; 


or 
and if so, how many. 

Sec. 3. That at any time after the completion of such reservoir or reser- 
vyoirs which, if not completed at the date of the yee of this act, shall be 
constructed and completed within two years after filing such declaratory 
statement, such person. company, or corporation shall have the same accu- 
rately surveyed, as here: sx provided, and shall file in the United States 
land office in the district in which such reservoir is located a map or plat 
oritted by ch location of such reservoir, which map or plat shali be crans- 

the register and receiver of said United States land office to the 


Secretary of the Interior and approved by him, and thereafter such land 
shall be reserved from sale by the Secretary of the Interior so long as such 
reservoir is kept in repair and water kept therein. : 

Sec. 4. That Congress may at any time amend, alter, or repeal this act. 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, this bill was drafted in order to 
aid the men engaged in the raising of stock on the high lands of 
the Northwest, in localities where water is scarce. In a few in- 
stances the cattle men have constructed reservoirs, and they pro- 

to construct others. The difficulty, however, is that after 
have constructed the reservoirs and built the necessary dams 
the land is subject to homestead entry or to settlement by private 
individuals, thus taking away from the persons who have con- 
structed the reservoirs the advantages which they sought to ob- 
tain by their construction in the first place. This bill provides 











7 












cocritien titan aN tet ae ? 


a ys “7 we - 
y) , , ; 
ek SORA RED EE GPSMap SAL IL OREM RAAT | 


sew 


asian a a a 


prcntinneriage neh % oP 


EE 


> PRA EASON Ade i 


ls tenes Daa 





5 RRA Mailed, Net ica SA EA 


cance 


5A CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, —_——sdDncummn 9, 


that such reservoirs as may be constructed, and such ~ have 
hitherto been constructed, shall be preserved, but that they shall 
be open to public use, that the parties who have pie ea them 
shall not fence off settlers and other stock raisers from their use. 
The report of the committee presents the following statement: 
























Mr. PICKLER. Would it not be safe to confine it to 40 acres? 
There are valuable 160-acre tracts, and two men could go on them, 
and thus secure them for division. 

Mr. LACEY. is my frond suggests. 
cover such cases as my friend suggests. 

Mr. PICKLER. I think it is a pretty 

The bill was ordered to be eos Gand aedeagal 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LACEY, a Santen to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, that clears the House Calendar of 
bills from the Committee on Public Lands with the exception of 
one rar bill, and which would require a yea-and- 

ote of n 
« The SPEAKER. That is a privileged bill, and can come up at 
any time 
. LACEY. Then I will not call it up at this time. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call. 
JOHN Y. WILLIAMS. 
Mr. LITTLE (when the Committee on Indian 


se 
; wre pew phe the bill to 
guthorze the adjustnen scaaant of a of a he 
Pigerpaa ie gg tet: 
it enacted, e 


rei bh F 
Williams, “late on orebi at Sees 
for such d mt, _ 
ae ee ee a ere haegaceen 

joa That the total oredite under eon & i eek on 
ot be mee than G15 0m chiens Of Cee Hones Sow now standing against a 
officer. 
Mr. LITTLE. I ask that the 


Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I thank this ie o bill that belongs to 
wate. Li Calendar. 


LE. This does not involve a charge on the Govern- 


» the SPEAKER. Is this matter to be paid out of some Indian 


These reservoirs are constructed on Government lands, and the ra- 
tions are apprehensive that after they have constructed them, tse ieee 
expense, some irresponsible party, with the object of securing the improve- 
ments thus made, m re file upon the quarter section of lands upon which the 
reservoirs are loca and deprive the companies of their property and 
access to the reservoirs. 
It is not intended to give title to the land upon which the reservoirs are 
located, and the companies can only have control of such reservoirs under 
such rules and aeneee as may be prescribed by the Secre of the 
Interior, and onl r such time as such reservoirs are maintained and water 
aor therein. The act also provides that the land shall not be fenced and 
= open to the free use of any person desiring to water animals of any 


ic; is a Senate bill,and the amendments which were adopted 
in the Senate make the bill entirely safe, in the judgment of P the 
committee. The bill provides that reservoirs shall not be located 
upon —_ land reserved for other purposes. This will prevent 
any of the general reservoirs that have been selected by the Geo- 
logical Survey for irrigation oe from being used for the pur- 
poses contemplated by this bi They are also limited to 160 acres 
of land, so that it will only apply to these temporary watering 
places for cattle grazing upon the plains or being driven from 
point to point upon the plains. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read. the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. LACEY, a “motion to reconsider the last vote 

was laid on the table. 


PROTECTION OF SETTLEMENT RIGH’S IN CERTAIN CASES. 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I now call up the bill (H. R. 4142) 
to protect settlement rights where two or more persons settle upon 
the same subdivision of agricultural public lands before survey 
thereof. I cail the siselien of the Chair to the fact that this 
ought to be upon the House Calendar, but by mistake it has been 

canes upon the Union Calendar. I ask that it be considered at 
need time as upon the House Calendar, because it properly belongs 


ar SPEAKER. The Clerk will first report the bill. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That where settlements have heretofore been or may 
hereafter be made upon peers public lands of the United pK eng: w prior 
an 


some in 
The bill ane settlement according to the principles of 
to the survey thereo’ it has been or shall be ascertained, after the pub- ui 


law and 


Hie surveys ave been extended ovot auc such lands, th that at fwo oF more eott ers The SP. How is the accoun t when adjusted to be paid? 

ve improvemen m e | SHERMAN. 

such settlers to make joint cash ent’ cen their lends “ah the local land office, is Mr. a oo ren eee on the ee Suit 

or for either of said settlers to on enter f to contract with his cosettlers to con- now pending the balance which is due, 

wakia Feaid ; Seieees sae ie Caeiees oaey ts his ae name, and we thorizes too Deseo neve nome a y 
n: con n ° 

up and pay for said land; and proof of joint gecupation by — and g pnor Department a to give he made t on mado when he shal 

and of — contract with them made, shall be equiva’ Jent 

occupation, and homestead entry by the applicant: Provided, “Thee have furnished the prescri vouchers. It does for 

shall the amount es under this act oo 160 acres; a 


apply to lands not subject to homestead e nor shall anythi 

section contained defeat “a ‘aa an valid i wight t accrued or to a agin th 
ursuance of contests or other vroceedings 1 initiated re tothe passage of 

Rnis act, but such rights shall be heard and determined in the same manner 

and be oe to the same terms and conditions as if this act had not been 


St ene but Se et credits 
ce his accounts and do away the suit that is now pend- 
against him for the Eelanes. - 


. LITTLE. The is very clear on the matter, and if 
pi LITTLE, The reports : 


. PA I 
The SPEAKER. | Without objection, the bill will be considered thi Spake ee te 
as on the House endar. ‘The SPEAKER. 
Fs me 20 eC ued in exetantaly hts en i | "PRE He aes ts te nerd lu penned mp 
r a substantially in LITTLE. Yes, sir; 
the Housein the Fifty-second Con The matter was referred es, Task that it be read asa part of my 
to the Commissioner of the Land Office, Mr. Carter, now a Sen- 


ths report (oy Me. SHERMAN) was read, as follows: 


ator from Montana. The bill was recommended. It passed the Cennudiites on Batien © wien wes tebieel the 1 LE B 


House, but did not go to the Senate. It provides for a condition 
that does not often arise, but which, when it does arise, sometimes 
necessitates the passage ‘of private bills. It refers to cases where 
two settlers happen to upon the same quarter, each of them 
claiming a homestead. b peneies that they may jointly enter 
the land, and for an equitable division between them of therights 
in that particular site. Such a condition arises only occasionally, 

but it seemed best to provide for it when it did arise. Settlemen 

are often made upon unsurveyed lands, and the subsequent survey 


sometimes Ba two homesteaders upon the same tract. 
Mr. PICKLER. Mr, Speaker, I believe this is a good bill. I salon anne impressed 
have known several difficulties to occur in the settlement on pub- | With him in the office with ba anearnest 
lic lands in my State in cases of this character. I would like to | who atone aaa te rculine tous Grete a, 
inquire how it would affect a case of this kind: Suppose there is | time he left. 


a valuable 160 acres of public land and two men agree to go on it 
and improve it and build their houses. Is there anything to pre- 
vent them from doing so, and then entering up the land at $1.25 


an acre? matapee Se as now to recover 

Mr. LACEY. There would be no objection if it could be done; allow stated ‘ 
but it is not the purpose of the bill. In the case indicated two or Sa coher Dupertaned tammiuaicns ae as to credit payments 
three persons would forfeit their homestead rights and only get | made. Comsuianiones Seowadee.c5 reveanssas ed 
one tract in the operation. It is intended to cover mistakes, and | ic'und justice should not puss” or ’ 
not such cases as the gentleman from South Dakota suggests. ms - view of the above facts, the committee recommend the passage of the bill, 























recommendation of the committee. The Clerk will first report the 
amendments on which the committee ask the concurrence of the 


House. 
The Clerk read as follows: 





ordered be *S reading; and Page 2, line 37, strike out the colon after the word “ valid" and inserta 
avon it was s read the third time. semicolon. 
™ of Mr. a to reconsider the vote by | The amendment was concurred in. 
which the bill was passed on the table. The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. SHERMAN. There is nothing Mr. Speaker, from the} Page 2, line 37, after the word “valid,” insert as a new paragraph the fol- a 
Committee on Indian : 


“Also, the certain bonds and indebtedness, $172,500 in amount, together with io 
the interest cospons apeeato attached, of the county of Santa Fe, Territory of 


; N M da’ , 1892, issued under the provisions of an act of th 
Mr. SCRANTON (when the Committee on the Territories was Torvitorial meral assembly known as the vefuntiinn act. Such bonds Loving 
called). T call up for consideration the bill (H. R. ooree we nes a issued fn refunding and po hot ee = = pe and _ ee ee 
’ county 0 e, theretofore ued anc tstandi 
oe town of yaa in the Territory of Arizona, to =f. = at nta Fe, theretof outstanding, 
The bill San tenia follows: The amendment was concurred in. 


The Clerk read as follows: aS 
Page 2, line 37, after the word “ valid,” insert as a new paragraph the fol- B3 


“Tt is intended hereby to validate, approve, and confirm any and all laws 
and bonds rela’ to the matter necessary to the validation of 
of bonds, but no further and for no other purpose; but the 
United 8 shall not be held hereby to incur or create any indebtedness." 
The SPEAKER. The committee recommend that the amend- 
ment just read be nonconcurred in. 
The amendment was nonconcurred in. 
The Clerk read the next amendment, as follows: 


mend the title so as to read: “An act SpRroy g certain acts of the legis- 
lative openly of Pig Seerttory of New Mexico, authorizing the issue of 
certain of said Territory, and for other purposes.” 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. SCRANTON. On behalf of the committee, I move the adop- 
tion of an an.endment. 

























e SPEAKER. The committee propose the adoption of the 
amendment which will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Fone 5, tne 14, after the word “the,” insert “said bonds of the Territory of 
Ne xico and of the;"’ so as to read: ‘“* Necessary to the validation of the 
said bonds of the Territory of New Mexico and of said Santa Fe County.” 


The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to this amend- 


ment. 
_ RICHARDSON. T understand that this is a House amend 
men 
SPEAKER. It is. A 
. RICHARDSON. Have we not just acted on the Senate 
amendments? x 
The SPEAKER. We have. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. And now there are further amendments 


? 
e SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. It is almost impossible to catch the drift 


of the action pro b 
The SPEARER The Clerk will again report the amendment, 
The amendment was agai . 





Mr.SCRANTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no desire to debate this 
bill, and therefore ask for a vote. 


read. 
The bill was a to Fl a third sete: and hey bp aing nang sg The question in my mind was whether it 
being read third time. was in order for the House committee to propose amendments to 
On of Mr. SCRANTON, 2 motion to reconsider the vote the bill after it has come back with Senate amendments. I was 


by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

ISSUE OF CERTAIN BONDS OF NEW MEXICO. 
Mr. SCRANTON. Mr. I call up the bill H. R. 
= es uP 4052, 


———e more as to the parliamentary status than with any refer- an 
ence to the merits of the amendment. ' ig 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman make a point of order? a 





th amendments, on the Mr. RICHARDSON. No, sir; I do not care to do so. 
Lp ceo as we: ~ vee Sr If no point of order is made, the Chair will 
bil R. certain acts of legislative assembl put the question. 
° ones authorizing the of certain em hg The ——e being taken, the amendment was agreed to. 
‘ ; Mr. LACEY. The amendment just adopted was, as I under- 


stand, an amendment to an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Was the proposition to agree to a Senate 
amendment with an amendment? If so, the Chair, with tke con- 
sent of the House, will ete the proceeding just taken as vacated, 
and the Clerk will read the Senate amendment, together with the 
ae EW; to amend that amendment. 

. LACEY. The interlined amendment is an amendment to 
the committee amendment—merely a clerical correction. 

The SPEAKER. Then it is not an amendment to a Senate 
amendment? oR 
Mr. LACEY. Yes; but there is an interlineation to which the m 
attention of the Chair was just called. That interlineation was 
not in the committee’s amendment, but was inserted by way of 

clerical correction. It is merely a clerical amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not quite sure that he under- 
stands the gentleman. 

Mr. LACEY. The situation is this: The bill went over to the 
Senate; the Senate sent it back with amendments; it is now pro Ge 
posed that the House concur in those Senate amendments with f 
amendments. Then the amendment with which it is pr a sed to 
concur has a clerical amendment interlined, which was offered by 
the chairman of the Committee on Territories {Mr. SCRANTON], 
and the concurrence of the House is asked to that amendment, 
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Mr. McMILLIN. I suggest to the gentleman having the bill 
in charge that he can accomplish his object in a parli 
way by moving to nonconcur in the Senate amendments and hav- 
ing the matter go to a committee of conference. Then let the 
conference committee report to the House in favor of the adop- 
tion of the amendments with the amendment that has been sug- 
gested. That, it seems to me, is the only parliamentary way in 
which the object can be accomplished. This House can not 
finally adopt the amendment without the consent of the Senate; 
and that is the way consent should be obtained. 

The SPEAKER. The House might concur in the Senate 
amendment with an amendment. 

Mr. McMILLIN. But then the bill would have to go back to 
the Senate ; otherwise it would be an attempt to accomplish —- 
lation by the action of one House of Congress. I suggest to 
gentleman that the easiest and the only legitimate way to proceed 
is to move to nonconcur in the Senate amendments, and then 
when the conferees are — they can report a ion 
that the House concur in the Senate amendment with the amend- 
ment which the gentleman now asks the House to adopt. That 
is the way in which the — should be reached. 

Mr. PAYNE. But, Mr, Speaker, if the House should concur in 
the Senate amendment with an amendment it would not necessa- 
rily require a conference in any event, because the Senate might 
concur in the House amendment, and that would end the matter. 

Mr. McMILLIN. But the ordinary way for the two Houses to 
get together is in the manner I haye suggested. One is a parlia- 
mentary method of procedure and the other is not. If the gen- 
tleman from New York is correct we might drift from one House 
to the other a dozen times without accomplishing anything. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that both gentlemen are 
correct. Itis only two different methods of — at the same 
thing. Ifthe House desires to send the bill k to the te, 
concurring in their amendment with an amendment, it may 
or it may nonconcur in the Senate amendment, and let the ceed 
be adjusted in a conference. It is only a question of procedure, 

The Chair would like to know the wishes of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania in charge of the bill. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I would suggest to the gentleman in charge 
of the bill that if he sends it to the Senate, this being a short sés- 
sion, he can control it during the entire time; but if he a 

lan suggested by the gentleman from New York he n y 
loses control of the matter. 

Mr. SCRANTON. Mr. 8 er, as I understand the matter, it 
is simply a correction of a clerical error, and hardly seems of suffi- 
cient importance to require a conference between the two Houses, 
My idea was to amend the bill, and then of course have it go to the 
Senate as a matter of form. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman moves to concur in the 
Senate amendment with the amendment which has been 
to the House, and a question will be taken on that motion. 

The motion was to. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will go to the Senate for the action 
of that body on the House amendment. : 

On motion of Mr. SCRANTON, a motion to reconsider the last 


vote was laid on the table. 
REVISED STATUTES RELATING TO THE TERRITORIES. 

Mr. SCRANTON, I call up for consideration the bill (H. R. 
7716) to amend section 1921 of the Revised Statutes, and for other 
purposes. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That section 1921 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
ORI Ue Wise te ravading ot tn ekieinre bt te ot N 

“mo. ; e convening of the ure of the e 
Mexico an sad maar of either house may ieiedor Rely ap? 8 0 
the presid officer-elect, and he administer the same to the other 
members other officers thereof.” 

Suc. 2. That the legislative assembly of each Territory may, in addition to 
the subordinate officers allowed and d by the United States, employ aa 
see is all soniee ciaemoaion of tear kart one Ca 
ciers, Who revetve a ) per Gay, one 
ing and engrossing clerk, at St per day; one adsistan’ sergean and 
doorkeeper, at $4 pa day; ons ¢ messenger and watchman, at 
day; two pages, at $2 per each; two clerks for committees, one of whom 
shall be a stenogra x, at $8 per and one translator and interpre- 
ter, at $6 per day; all of w: be out of the Territorial treasury 
of the respective Territories where the services may be employed. 

Mr. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, Il ask for the reading of the report, 
which fully aes this matter. 

The report (by Mr. Catron) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the Territories, to whom was referred House bill 7716, 
submit the follo report: 

The first section of House bill 7716 is an amendment of section 1921 of the 
yee poate. ae Cote i. is as aaioaes oe 

“So. 6 secre ew Mexico, u convening 
lature thereof, shall cauioner the oath of A ang’ the members-elect of 
two houses, and the officers thereof when chosen; and no cther person 
ee r such oath, save in the ape eh hey ore 2 
in w case any one member of either house ae —. the 
the p: officer-elect, and he shall administer the same to the members 
and other officers.” 

The object of the bill is to modify the existing law so that the 
an appointee of the President, shall not have arbitrary power to organize 
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this bill to organize under all can they 

in thks anne. is the See ot the aealinns, 
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other than that provided by 


passage. 
ee Vaan 
was 
On motion : , a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


DISTRIBUTION OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Mr. DINGLEY. Mr, I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of House on the state of the 
Union for the purpose of i the resolution distributing 
the President's 


The motion was to. 

fe Se mee itself into Committee of the 
Whole House, Mr, Pa the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. House 


Presi 
Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, I ask for the reading of the res- 
olution which is at the desk relating to this matter. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
consent, leave of absence was granted to Mr, 
Rosertson of Louisiana, for two weeks, on account of important 


And then, on motion of Mr. Dineiey (at 2 o’clock and 55 min- 
utes p. m.), the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the follo executive commu- 
nieations were taken from the Speaker's and referred as 


follows: . 
A letter from the Comptroller of the Currency, transmitting a 
copy of his annual report—to the Committee on Banking and 


A letter from the of the Interior, transmitting a state- 
ment of the expenditures of the i **Contingent ex- 
: t of the ” for the year ending 
Department the Committee on Expenditures inthe Interior 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, of examination and survey of 
White River, Indiana—to the on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be pri 
A letter from the 3 


A letter from of the Treasury, 
enactment of legislation to enable his 
land adjacent to the site of the new public building at Cam- 
den, N. J.—to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 


the Secretary of War, transmitting a statement of 
Springfield and of the arms, com- 


os sof nce altered, and 
aie the fiscal year ending Jame 80, 1896—to Ee Oraniias on 


pod yl ee 9 
A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of en Site 
copy 


: 
i 





CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was disc from the consideration of the bill (H. R. 8714) 
granting accrued pension to John E. Carland; and the same was 
ref to the Committee on Pensions, 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
lowing titles were introduced, and severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 9512) to declare the Potomac 
Flats a public park under the name of the Riverside Park—to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 2 

By Mr. SULLOWAY: A bill (H. R. 9513) making an appropria- ‘ 
tion toward the construction of adry dock at Portsmouth Navy- 
Yard—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BISHOP: A bill (H. R. 9514) to authorize the Secrecary 
of Interior to fulfill certain treaty stipulations with the Chip- 
pewa Indians of Lake Superior and the Mississippi, and making 
appro riations for the same—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

y Mr. SHANNON (by request): A bill (H. R. 9515) to raise the 
of protection for girla in the District of Columbia to18 years— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ODELL: Resolution (House Res. No. 431) providing for 
the employment of additional folders—to the Committee cn 
Accounts. 

By Mr. BRUMM: Resolution (House Res. No. 433) for the relief 
of the widow of John Ryan, late messenger on the soldiers’ roll 
of the House of resentatives—to the Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. FISCHER: Resolution (House Res. No. 434) to author- 
ize the Clerk to pay J. E. Winter for services as folder—to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. DRAPER: Resolution (House Res. No. 435) asking the 
Committee on Rulesto fix an early day for theconsideration of bills 
re by the Committeeon Patents—to the Committee oui Rules. 

'y Mr. POWERS: Resolution (House Res. No. 436) asking that 
January 5, 6, and 7 be set aside for the consideration of House 
bill No. 8189—to the Committee on Rules. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Reale XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. HATCH: A bill (H. R. 9516) increasing the pension 
of Hliza Miller, widow of Abraham Miller, private Company E, 
eo Ohio Infantry—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts: A bill (H. R. 9517) for the 
relief of Patrick J. Madden—to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. McRAE: A bill (H. R. 9518) for the relief of the estafe 
of William F. Martin, deceased—to the Committee on Claims. 
By Mr. MILLER of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9519) granting a pen- 
sion to Allen Buckner—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SULLOWAY: A bill (H. R. 9520) granting an increase 
of pension to John N. Bruse—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

Also, a bill (H.R. 9521) mting an increase of pension to Ed- 
ward Boyle—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H.R. 9522) granting an increase of pension to Isaac 
B. Vail—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TAYLER: A bill (H. R. 9523) granting a pension to 
Julia A. Beeler—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. R. 9524) granting an increase of 
msion to Mrs. Sarah Judson, widow of Leroy T. Judson—to the 
Jommmittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9525) to correct the military record 
of w J. McNamar—to the Committee on Military Affairs. fg 
D. Thorne—to the Committee on War Claims. . 






















































By Mr. WOODARD: A bill (H. R. 9526) for the relief of John 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

a BAKER of New Hampshire: Memorial of the ciiizens 
of the town of Bennington, N. H., in mass meeting assembled, 
asking that Congress take such action as will secure indemnity for 
outrages upon the property of American citizens in Turkey, and 
such action as will prevent the repetition of the same—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HATCH: Papers to accompany House bill No. 5235, to 


the pension of Jasper N. Brown—to the Committee on 

Invalid Pensions. 
Mr. LAYTON: Resolutions of Glass Bottle Blowers’ Asso- 
ciation of the United States and Canada, asking Congress to enact 
a law absolutely prohibiting all immigration of any kind, sex, 


-to 


character, or nationality whatever for the space of 
the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. McMILLIN: Petition and papers of Harry T. Wilson, 
for payment for injuries received while in the employment of the 
Governmentat Lock No. 3on the Cumberland River, Tennessee— 
to the Committee on Claims, 
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SENATE. 
THURSDAY, December 10, 1896, 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mrzsury, D. D, 
The VICE-PRESIDENT resumed the chair. 
DONELSON CAFFERY, a Senator from the State of Louisiana, 
appeared in his seat to-day. 
‘he Jovrnal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. ALDRICH. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day, 
it adiourn to meet on Monday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed, pursuant to the joint reso- 
lution approved June 14, 1892, J.C. Bancroft Davis and Ainsworth 
R. Spofford members for three years of the Memorial Association 
of the District of Columbia. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the annual report 
of the Attorney-General for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in compliance 
with the requirements of section 4690 of the Revised Statutes, the 
annual report of the Superintendent of the United States Coast 
and Geodetic Survey for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896; which, 
with the accompanying papers, was ordered to lie on ‘the table and 
be printed. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate nine communi- 
caticns from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of 
the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, certified copies of the 
final ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent from the States of Maryland, New Jersey, Connecticut, Ala- 
bama, Indiana, Ohio, Delaware, North Carolina, and Rhode 
Island; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


EXTENSION OF CONNECTICUT AVENUE, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to a provision in the District appropriation act 
of June 11, 1896, a report as to the c pe wre advantages and 
disadvantages and comparative cost of extending Connecticut 
avenue from Florida avenue to the District line; which, with 
the accompanying papers, was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. w. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had agreed 
to the report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill (H. R. 2604) to increase the pension of Caroline A. Hough, 
widow of Brig. Gen. John Hough. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes = 
the two Houses on the amendment of the Senate to the Sill (H 
4354) granting a pension to Mrs. Gould Carr, widow e the 
late Brig. and Bvt. Maj. Gen. Joseph B. Carr, United States Vol- 
unteers, deceased. 

The na further announced that the House had passed the 
following b 

A bill (S. 264) providing for the location and purchase of public 
lands for reservoir sites; and 


The bill (H. R. 9473) making a 


tions for the payment of 
invalid and other pensions of the States for the fiscal year 


ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes, was read twice by its 
title, Ae referred to the Committee on on Appropriations, ” 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were read twice by their titles, and referred 
to the Committee on P and Post-Roads: 

A bill (H. R. 4156) to amend the laws, providing limited 
indemnity for loss of 

A bill (H. R. 4157) to amend the postal laws relating to use of 
postal cards; and 

A bill (H. R. 5473) concerning deli of letters in towns, vil- 
lages, and other places where no free very exists. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT yo resented a petition of the Glass Bottle 
Blowers’ Association of the United States and Canada, for 
the enactment of legislation restricting immigration; w: was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He-also presented a memorial of the faculty of the Ree afta 


Physicians and Surg and of the medical departmsn 

bia arena city of New York, reumeie 

the Senate bill No. 1552, for the further of 
cruelty to to animals in the District of Columbia; w. was ordered 
to lie on the table. 


Mr. GORDON presented a memorial of Bluthenthal & Bickart, 
of Atlanta, Ga., remonstra a cence tate legisla- 
tion permitting distillers to whisky in bond; which was 


referred to the ae on Finance. 

Mr. BATE presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
of le , Tenn., praying that an be made 
for dredgi ater street, in that 


front of the city wharf 
ae Se ch wes vetineeh Gu the Committee 
KYLE. I present a petition of the National Woman’s 


Christian Temperance Union, pra: for the t of a 
nonpartisan commission to inv the pro of ca 
and labor. The petition refers, I , to the Phillips 


which has already passed the House and is now before the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. I move that the petition be re- 
ferred to that committee. 


The motion was to. 
2a he Re ee at Pat 
y of the a 0 
ate service-pension bill; which was vohnvel to 
on Pensions. 
Mr. HALE presented a petition of the members of the Society of 


the Colonial Dames of America, praying for the enactment of 
lation incorporating that association under the laws of the U: 


States; which wad eibertell $e Committee on the Library. 
Mr. NELSON ted the memorial of Mary F. Isaminger, of 
ae n, D. C., en the erection 
Cee a square 858, in that was referred to 
mmittee on the District of Colum’ 


wae. © MCBIEDE presented a petition of the rae wee 
of Astoria, ying for completion icara- 
Canal, witdees referred to the Select Select Committee 


on the 
cae of the N: 


Mr.CALL. I resent s petition of women of the United States, 
members of the ’s Exchange. The petition is 
token on dus pte-ae Choma waiel fron Sagaionoment of 

non the oO 
Mrs. Florence E. Maybri I donot know to what committee the 
tition should be referred. Committee on the J 


ve ate event a elms a agar yl 


to the Committee on 

The VICE-PRESID. f a eee 
the absence of objection. 

Mr. QUAY presented a — of 15,000 


and worsted mills in the United States, pra: 
mittesoa Finances nn whieh wae 


A bill (8. 2047) extending the time within which the University | mittee on 


of Utah shall occupy lands heretofore granted to it. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the fol- 
wars. bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

1 (H. R. 4156) to oaauall the laws, providing limited 

indemnity for loss of registered mail matter; 

A bill (H. R. 4157) to amend the postal laws relating to the use 
of postal cards; 

A bill (H.R. 3478) concerning delivery of letters in towns, vil- 
lages, and other places where no free delivery exists; and 

A bill (H.R.9473) makin appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HALE. I ask that the pension appropriation bill, which 
has just come from the House, be laid. before the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


celonet he United ot Onna ee a for the 
ciation of the an ying 
ment of The United Biats and Cana pening rte enact 
- Suceacean nama a petition of ditinens of Se ni 
e vege 4 
eas Fs ‘praying forthe enactment legislation for the relief 
of t oe Sa re Turkey; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Be seo pene ee ee Veterans’ Association 
< ee pyran a ar. against the ies 
of the classified service provi recent mt proclamations of 
the President; which was referred to the 
Service Retrenchment. 


He also presented a oT No. 
Grand Arm my of a! Footie a, Pa proving fo: |, ‘ 
Srna cape ots 





® 
s 





export trade; which were 


Board of Trade, 
the merchant- 
to the Committee on Com- 


of the wool section of the Manu- 

oes, + Bees of oe 
, praying for 

7 whiek Gand adipreell to the 


He 
Trade, fa the 
referred to the on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the National 
praying for the enactment of to 
marine ; which was 
merce, : ' 

He also presented a 
facturers’ Club, of 
Merchants’ Association, of 
sage of the so-called Dingley tariff 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON teda feet the Glass Bottle Blowers’ 
Association, of Philadelphia, ‘ re the enactment of 
legislation restricting immigration; was ordered to lie on 


hg present a petition of leading citizens of Mil 
‘Mr. i a on - 
for the enactment of on for the 


-waukee, Wis., legislati 
relief of thesuflering in Turkey. I move that the peti- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
The motion was agreed to. 
REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 


DEEP WATER HARBOR BOARD. 


Mr. FRYE. From the Committee on Commerce I report an 
— and ask that it be put on its now. 
bill (8. 3333) to amend an act enti “An act ap- 
tions for the tion of cer- 


construction, repair, and 
public works on rivers and harbors altos oli perpeees,” 
finally June 8, 1896, was read the first time by its title, 


and the second time at length, as follows: 


Be it etc., That the act entitled “An act for 
the erat ee tin at ere ae on rivers 
and other purposes,” by the House of nta- 
tives June and by the Senate notwithstan objec- 
tions of the Ua ond Oe ee , amended by on 
218 of Statutes lane, first session, r 
word “ War” before “ -ninth line 
of said language: “The of the avy detailed to 
serve on receive from said in tion tc his 
provided for in section 1566 of the notwith- 
om Geeveiens, Sas per diem allowance for su as the 
Secretary of War may 


Me mone By 
passed a 
routine m 


reso > 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (S. 3384) to remove the charge 


of a a Emam Toomey; which was _ 
gp (Ss 8335) granting A to 
a a on 

Power; which was read ty fertile, bk, etter the aoc 
a eee Deteeee be tee Communion on 

introduced a bill (S. 3336) oes to Malvina 
Webster; which was read twice by its title, with the accom- 
pan : to the Committee on Pensions. : 

*. on 


troduced a bill (S. ting increase of pensi 
Lybold; wale win vend Frrice by its title, and, with 
the Sccmpeny ing Degets, xemvesed tothe Committee ions. 
He also introduced a (S. 3338) granting a ion to Nelson 
mates; which was read twice by its title, and. with the accom. 
Se cee oo Geemarnes Cm Passions. 


> introdaced a bill (S. 3339) ting a pension to 
Louise E. Perkins; which read twice its ti d 
tote ord was by tle, and referred 
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Mr. LODGE introduced a bill (S. 3340) authorizing Herbert 
H. D. Pierce to accept a medal from the Russian Government; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3341) granting a pension to Theo- 
phile A. Dauphin, who served under name of Alexander Duffney; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

. HAWLEY introduced a bill (S. 3342) granting an increase 
a to Eva W. Brannan, widow of the late Maj. Gen. John 
ilton Brannan, United States Army; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a bill (S. 3348) granting 
a pension to Arethusa Wright, of Sheridan, Oreg.; which was read 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BERRY introduced a bill (S. 3344) to define the jurisdiction 
of United States courts at Fort Smith, Ark., Fort Scott, Kans., 
and Paris, Tex., for offenses committed prior to September 1, 1896; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ALLEN introduced a bill (S. 3345) to authorize the judges 
of the district courts of the United States to appoint stenographic 
reporters, fix the duties and compensation thereof, and for other 

; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
mmittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KYLE introduced a bill (S. 3346) to amend an act approved 
March 2, 1889, entitled ‘‘An act to withdraw certain lands from 

rivate entry, and for other purposes;” which was read twice by 
ts title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill (S. 3347) to provide for the 
closing of the Pass a Loutre Crevasse near the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi River; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WALTHALL. (Cn behalf of the Senator from Delaware 
[Mr. Gray], who is unavoidably absent, I introduce a bill. 

The bill (5S. 3348) for the relief of the sureties of Frank A. 
Webb was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. NELSON (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3349) to enable 
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia to refuse a permit 
to erect stables on lot 43, square 358, in the city of Washington, 
in the District of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill (S. 3850) granting a pension 
to Susan A. Paddock; which was read twice by its titie, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALTHALL introduced a bill (S. 3351) for religf of estate 
of Warren R. Dent; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

He also introduced q bill {s. 8352) for relief of the estate of 
Jacob Oates, deceased, late of Warren County, Miss.; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3353) to extend 
and amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to grant the right of way to 
the Kansas, Oklahoma Central and Southwestern Railway Com- 

y through the Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory, and 
or other ,” approved December 21, 1898; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON introduced a bill (S. 8354) granting an increase 
of ion to George Van Vliet; which was read twice by its title, 
and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. HALE introduced a bill (S. 8355) to provide for organizing 
@ naval reserve battalion in the District of Columbia; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3356) to incorporate the Society of 
the Colonial Dames of America; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a bill (S. 3357) to amend 
section 2425, Revised Statutes; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GORMAN introduced a bill (S. 8358) to incorporate the 
Washington and Gettysburg Railway Company; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. HANSBROUGH introduced a bill (S. 3359) to ratify and 
confirm an agreement with the Turtle Mountain band of Chip- 
pewa Indians in the State of North Dakota, and to make appro- 
fa age for carrying the same into effect; which was read twice 

y its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BLACKBURN introduced a bill (S. 3360) for the payment 
of Dr. H. B. Matteosian for services as delegate of the United 
States to the Sanitary Commission at Constantinople from 1874 to 
1885; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Come 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 
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Mr, MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 
167) declaratory of the intent and meaning of a certain act therein 
named; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

AMENDMENTS TO IMMIGRATION BILL, 

Mr. MORGAN submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
osed by him to the bill (H. R. 7864) to amend the immigration 
aws of the United States; which was ordered to lie on the table 

and be printed, and to be printed in the Recorp, as follows: 

Add as additional sections the following: 

“Suc. 8. No person, being a subject or citizen of any foreign government, 
shall be admitted to citizenship under the laws of the United States who, 
when admitted, can not read correctly the Ten Commandments and the Con- 
stitution of the United States printed in the English language. 

“Sno. 4 No application for citizenship in the United States, and no declara- 
tion of intention to become such citizen, shall be filed in any court or have 
validity for any purpose until it shall be first established by proof te the 
satisfaction of the court or judge before whom such declaration is made or 
filed that such emigrant has, in good faith, resided in the United States con- 
tinuously for the period of five years prior to the date of such application.” 

Mr. ELKINS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (H. R. 78¢4) to amend the immigration laws of 
the United States; which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. BACON. Yesterday I introduced a bill (S. 3332) making 
appropriations for the improyement of the road from the Chicka- 
mauga and Chattanooga National Park to the town of Lafayeite, 
in Georgia, which was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. It should have been referred properly to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. I ask that the Committee on Appropriations 
be dischar from the consideration of the bill, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CULLOM. Will the Senator again state the title of the 
bill? 

Mr. BACON. It is simply a bill proposing to make an appro- 
riation for improvements connected with the Chickama and 
Yhattanooga National Park. It should go to the Commi on 

Military Affairs, and I now ask that the change of reference be 
made, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will 
be so ordered. 


PROPOSED DISTRIBUTION OF APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. ALDRICH. During the last session of Congress the Com- 
mittee on Rules were instructed by the Senate to report the first 
day of the present session upon the subject of the distribution of 
appropriation bills. Theen nts of the committee were such 

t they were not able during the recess to give the matter any 
attention whatever. I had a meeting of the committee called to 


consider the oy but up to this time we have not been able | Prise 


to reach it. that the time be extended within which the 
committee may make its report. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Isthereobjection? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. . 


INAUGURATION ARRANGEMENTS. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I offer for adoption a resolution which is in 
the usual form such resolutions have taken for many years. 

The resolution was read, considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee of three Senators be appointed by the Presi- 


dent of the Senate to make the necessary ments for the inauguration 
of the President-elect of the United States on the 4th day of March next. 


PACIFIC RAILROADS SINKING FUND. 


Mr. PETTIGREW submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to send to the 
Senate a - of the account of the amount due the sinking fund of the Cen- 
tral and Union Pacific railroads on account of subsidies paid the Pacific 
Mail Steamship Company by said roads and deducted from gross earn- 
ings of said roads and charged to operating expenses, w account was 
transmitted to the aoe ent by the Secretary of the Interior 
on the Sth day of March, 1886, ether with a copy of letter of the 
Secretary of the Interior itting said account. 

AFFAIRS IN CUBA. 


Mr. CULLOM said: Mr. President, a day or two ago I gave 
notice that this morning, if agreeable to the iT m 
the attention of the body for a little while, and I do so now, 
if permitted. 

eparatory to what i have to say, I introduce a joint resolution, 
and ask that it may be read. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 168) for the extinction of Spanish 
title and the termination of Spanish control of the islands at the 
gateway of the Gulf of Mexico was read the first time by its title 
and the second time at length, as follows: 

Resolved oy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in 

ss assembled, That the extinction of Spanish title and the termination 
of Spanish control of the islands at the gateway of the Gulf of Mexico are 
er to the welfare of those islands and to the people of the United 


Mr. CULLOM. Mr. President, the of the United 
Binion, fp ie See has at some the 
vexed situation of affairs in Island of He 
has given to the subject much study, evidently the 


solution in the early future. The magnitude of these 
and of the interests involved require the exercise by our people of 
their wisdom and best j t. The decision of the 

arising and to arise, and 
pursued by this Government in the 
command the exhibition of high patriotism, not less than 


wise 
action, upon our part. Ween seat yess eras that 
some ostait, commun ii iauiies Gee adopted. Whatever that 
course may be, it must be such as shall give 
to the rights, nnder SS bel to 
Spain andtoCuba. It mustalso recognize the and 
ves of the world at 
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bilities imposed 
tion of our own rights and 
determining factor which must control our course. 


While I am not to 

properly say that I had hoped he would find occasion to 

more — or emphatic expression of the true American 

Hiborty abil tekepembenes af aap ok ie peapies a ate aaeean 
an an 

Continent are involved. And farther. we 


hesitate or delay when the lines of this run parallel and 
coincident with those of common h 5 

If this ition shall strike the mind as in ad- 
vance of 2 nee ee eae 


schools of diplomacy, 1 ma 
world is waiting for. Must aa 


that 
find free America still bound and held by canons dictated for the 


of republics. ; 
ee all the ages never found 9 weg Ny whidh 
slavery be : It required the humanity of 


ee ee eee 

ee Le nea Ame 
mans by their uests 

or thoes ontadien bales ae era. Sao iinnen ctuse- 

ton of course notte Set eee ee 

long as the Roman Em retained its fae cose wr con- 

tinued amidst various for some five 

invasion of the Roman Empire and its Gallic 

Vandals and northern barbarians, which took 

fifth century, was en 

and ruin, carnage, known in history. 
peed? a pele ager hg moran gett we gh 

among baric who thereupon 

land. Then came the Goths and V and 

succeeded and held the try hundred 


ae 
for three 


of crusades and wars of every Different provinces were 
Le ee Oe ee es an 
as the fortunes of wars The Kingdoms 







teenth century and the discovery of America in 
She cet errs ed oe 
intricate to at this time. year of Columbus's great 


men and against revolution was 
poten leaders The insurgents, as well as 
others, were then forced into allegiance to their foreign 
Prescott says: 


Sets 
from the Austrian, Philip I, throu, tg 
the Emperor Charles V, P ip IL, Philip ; 
IV, and Charles II, ruling through the long period to the 
year 1700, says a distinguished author— 


3 


national decline, full as it is of crowned idiocy, 
chon ad mac smerenslt of incestaousmarsingeocr natural weakuess. 
eries, Seer calee Gentes eeealibianell thoes Ganmite tar Une oneeioe of 
reliier ania? Cisbronmevenan 3 
After a few years of inglorious reign, Charles II, the last of the 
line in descent from Philip of Austria and Joanna of Spain, being 
without an heir, his crown at death to the Bourbon 
LS ee 
The 


This agency of murder and administrator of torture in the 
name of continued in existence in Spain 
about 1482, until even 


itor the supreme council would not permit the 
execution of the sentence. 

During the existence of the Holy Office, or Inquisition, 31,912 

ee ae ee ed in the flames, 17,659 were 

in effigy, and nearly 300,000 were condemned to severe 

Me > ny apace The last victim burned alive perished 


The above is the mildest and simplest statement of a history of 
from the day of the discovery of 


as to her su ts at home and in the provinces is a won- 
over « of former years. I would not consent 

Sk ae ei cate a ee er meh wore pre 
,no matter w oe nea Lees Secapenns af the past, snd 

t is cause for that a degree of tenment has 
the place of much of the ill doing of the earlier days. But 


butcheries of Pizarro and the conquests of Cortez, and which 
the mulation of Cuba and the bloody marches in 
Central and Sou America, shall not carry on a war of exter- 
































of concentrated demonism chargeable to the Spanish dominion of 
the —. = the Sword. I — a the American ee will 
not m uietl it the domination of Spanish absolu- 
tism cole Maeve uaiearet our institutions, and hardly a eun- 
shoes away from our southeastern shores. That absclutism has 
had its apt training during forty generations of unbridled lust, 
and it could not if it would teach the doctrines of peace or permit 
the equality of man. 

It seems to be a paradox, but nothing is more true than that 
the periods of greatest prosperit ke for Spain were those 
when the Arabs were in control; again when the Moors were in 
full power; and still again when the Jews were the foremost race 
in trade and commerce. 

I protest that a people with such a history and such an educa- 
tion can have no just claim to a participation in the contro! of 
any territorial possession on this hemisphere. 

re may be no warrant in international law for any interfer- 
ence between a government and its subjects, provided that cov- 
ernment belongs to the family of nations, or is recognized as one 
of the powers of the earth. Still, does not the great heart of 
humanity beat in sympathy with the poor souls apparently for- 
gotten by the Master and left to bear the burdens of cruel and 
relentless oppression? Is there no way, no light, no hope? Must 
the brutality of might alone define the offense and mete ovt the 
penalty, with no human power to whom intercession may be 
made? . Oh, Spain! oh, Spain! when shall thy day be fulfilled? 
Was there no loyal Spaniard who would and could, amid all these 
centuries, stay the hand of death or raise the sword of justice 
while there was time to save? 

Let us turn to Spain in America. I shall speak briefly of the 
career of the Austro-Burgundian rulers of Spain in the treat- 
ment of their colonies on this continent. I shall state in few 
words how, from the baptism of innocent blood with which the 
sons of Spain and the fathers of the church deluged Sonth Amer- 
ica and Mexico, there have arisen prosperous states and nations. 
I do not admit that these newer republics, which once owed trib- 
ute to a Spanish mother a are unable to meet the respon- 
sibilities of self-government. hey may make sad blunders, and 
may not come up to the full and high standard which the United 
States of America has set before the world, but they will strive 
to reach it. They aim to the noblest, and will reach what they 
are able. I believe to.them may be justly applied the motto of 
Kansas: “Ad astra per aspera,” meaning ‘‘ To the stars through 
difficulties,” which is a free translation of ‘‘ Excelsior,” the mofto 
of New York. And during all their troubles and struggles for 
a freedom what enlightened nation anywhere made 

eir hopes and cause her own? None. Not one. They have 
reached the plane of self-responsibility and self-assertion without 
the aid of even the United States. 

Mexico emerged from Spanish control and overturned a French 
invasion without the interposition of the United St#tes or the aid 
of any othercountry. But I now suggest that another and better 
day is about to dawn. The United States must to-morrow, if not 
to-day, give vitality to her sympathy for the oppressed and the 
weak. I desire to urge and to claim a policy and the adoption 
of a doctrine for our nation in advance of that which has hereto- 
fore been sanctioned. The United States, by virtue of our history, 
of our origin, our growth, and recognizing our prond and proper 
~_ in the honorable annals of the world, is the chosen country 

ut a new chapter into the code of international statutes and 
to declare a new and advanced watchword for the civilized world. 
If we fail to keep up with the march of sentiment and to mold 
into effective law such salutary principles as we solemnly believe 
are just and right, and such as are demanded by the progress of 
the world, we shall neglect a high duty and privilege and omit a 
sublime wy. 

While all the provinces which have rebelled and separated from 


Spain have, as 1 have shown, become prosperous and fairly well 
conditioned, ind dent countries, the feeble old mother country 


has gradually fallen into lower and lower estate, depending and 
almost ee for existence upon the stolen gold Yevied upon 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippine Islands. Spain continues to 
be what she always has been—a robber nation. I speak now of 
the nation, and not of her people. Some of the best and nobiest 
names of the ages come to us from Spain, where, unhappily, too 
many of them met their sad and melancholy fates. And to-day, 
as well as in recent times, there are many noble men and women 
who owe allegiance to the Spanish throne, who adhere to her 


cause, hoping and striving to improve and make better her present 
and future, but who can never outlive or wipe out the traditions 
which have established her reputation and fixed her status among 


the kingdoms of the Eastern Hemisphere. 


_ If we wait for precedent we shall wait forever. If a precedent 
is needed we shall make one. 
We violated every precedent by the declaration of our own in- 


dence on July 4, 1776. We had no precedent, nor did we 
even ask for advice as to the change in 1789 from a confederation 
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to a union of States. When we announced the Monroe doctrine 
in 1823, it was in defiance of precedent, and was the determination 
of a rule which has become a law and will never be gainsaid. 

When we announced not many months ago that we should in- 
tervene in the matter of the Venezuela boundary and see for our- 
selves if our rights were to be concluded by foreign dictation, we 
followed no precedent but that of good American common sense. 
And common sense has won. 

I desire to say in this connection that, although at the time of 
the action by Congress upon the Venezuelan question, including 
the message of the President of the United States, there was a 
feeling in some parts of the country that the National Government 
was doing wrong, there is no man in this country to-day who, 
in the light of what has since ore in the practical settlement 
of that question, is not ready to admit that the Government of the 
United States did right and has secured by its action the recogni- 
tion of one of the greatest principles in connection with the polic 
of our country in its relations with foreign governments whic 
has been accomplished for the last fifty years. I desireto say that 
in approbation of the result, as I understand it, of a substantial 
iinet of the Venezuelan question and of a substantial recog- 
nition by the British Government of what we in this country 
the Monroe doctrine. 

These instances only show that up to this time no assumption 
of authority in regard to American affairs which this Govern- 
iment has made has ever been successfully contested. 

We now have reached the time to take another step in advance. 

We have already proclaimed that the United States will have 
something to say regarding matters affecting the American con- 
tinent, and we should now announce that the eae termination 
of Spanish control of the islands at the gateway of the Mexican 
Gulf is necessary alike to the welfare of those islands and to the 
people of the United States. 

The present situation can notcontinue. A population of 950,000 
white Cubans and 500,000 colored Cubans, aggregating 1,450,000 
persons, will never yield and ought never to submit to the blood 
military rule of 160,000 S . The Spanish element whic 
has always controlled and dominated Cuba since its discovery 
numbers only about one-tenth its population, Columbus declared 
‘this is the most beautiful land ever beheld by human eyes,” in 
October, 1492. Now, in 1896, itis given over to devastation and 
destruction. "Within its borders rages a war which on both sides 
is declared to be a war either of extermination on the one hand, 
or liberty and Spanish exclusion on the other. This condition 
must cease. The Spanish, after two years’ war, have failed to 
establish peace and the insurgents have failed to reach their 
hoped-for independence. 

This war of extermination must stop. 

This Congress of the United States has already —— - 
solemn resolution the belligerent rights of Cuba, but so ogee t 
has not received the Executive approval it has no force. d if 
it had, it is conceded that some other course must be taken. The 
question to be determined is not fully clear, except that the war 
must cease. Its consideration and discussion involves far mo: 
than the mere abstract question of the territorial on an 
ownership by Spain of an isolated or insular tract of land lying 
on the Caribbean waters of this continent. A study of the his- 
toric facts, showing when and in what manner the rich and fertile 
Island of Cuba became the richest and brightest jewel of the Cas- 
tilian crown, is necessary to an —— understanding of the 
relations which obtain between the United States and Spain. 
And in much greater degree is it necessary that we should under- 
stand the logic of the events which have led to the assertion of 
the American doctrine by our own country. 

The growth of the republican idea upon the American conti- 
nent, and its spontaneous expansion over both North and South 
America, in the very face of an exclusive monarchical domination 
in the Eastern Hemisphere, has logically and properly forced the 
United States to a declaration of our national policy, The Mon- 
roe doctrine, once almost an experimental declaration, with its 
now seventy years of continued approval, has become a venerated 
principle never to be infrin or violated. 

American republicanism has already reached far into its second 
century, and has outgrown and beyond the incidental an- 
tagonisms and unavoidable warfare of ideas which its a 
= this continent immediately after the Revolution invited. 
The timidity with which the representative American citizen for- 
merly ae the vicinity of royalty, and the awe with which 
he viewed the gal ee has changed to a self-consciousness and a 
pride of country which yields to no monarchist in the world. 

But with these changes others have come. At the same time 
that America was advancing, and Americans assuming the lead 
on this hemisphere, Spain has been retrograding. That vast area 
in South America and in Central America which once owed alle- 

iance to Spain has passed from her grasp, and has been carved 
into a dozen republics. From Chile to Venezuela nearly every 
state in South America deems itself able to cope with all its Latin 


cousins of Europe, and there is little doubt that a European war 
unjustly against any one of the -American republics 
would now be the for a union of all in the cause of the 


these countries which te 
to Spain have, as occasion offered, declared their 
and become self-governing states. Their me ty 
and independence have been recognized by world, and 
ap —— to maintain thesame. It may be thatthe 

and quality of their ee some 
other nations, but considering the genealogy of their tants, 
and the difficulties their advancement, it rests not in 
the heart of any citizen of the United States to their 
progress or criticise their growth. 

Let us look at the Argentine Republic and study the instructive 
lesson which it presents. That really wonderful country has now 
& population of about 4,000,000. Its advantages of climate, soil, 
and political freedom have drawn to it an average of 50,000 new 
permanent settlers ann for the last five years. The greater 

on of these were from Latin countries of Europe, and at 
east one-third of them came with families. They have merged 


one threatened. 


readily into the produ class at their new home, an¢i their ac- 
cession has been marked by a vast and t increase in the 
agricultural production of tina, increase the 
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The following gives the various items and the value of the agri- 
cultural exports alone for the year 1894: . 





82, 520, 176 


The total cultural — for 1893 amounted to $29,017,405, ~ 
thus nowhere increase of $3,502,771. 

It may be interesting also to present here a statement of a few 
other products of the Argentine Republic which have found a 


market in other countries the past five years, and for 
— those enterprising beak hientoes have received pay in 


Exported in the five years ending December $1, 189k. 
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an alien and whose methods are simply those which might shall 
dictate. It is a struggle for the right to live and breathe the free 
air of a good government. _ 

The colonial dependencies of Great Britain and of other great 
countries are usually governed in a manner to benefit and im- 

ve the welfare of the colony. The government of Cuba by 
is merely a tyranny, the perenne power being but a 
machine by which the profits of the resident sugar grower go to 
fill the pockets of the Spaniard 2,000 miles away. A government 
which P ae ago suffered dismemberment by the complete sever- 
ance of its South American territories, which has been humiliated 
by their success as independent countries, finds its last claim to a 
——. dependency now threatened. The people of Cuba, who 
ve borne oppressions and misgovernment for many generations, 
have invi their oppressors to a final determination, and have 
bidden them welcome to a feast of war and a carnival of descla- 
tion. Right or wrong, the struggle continues, and if we can 
judge by the history of the men of both armies, it will continue 
until the last dollar is spent, the last plantation is ruined, and the 
last machete has fallen from the hands of the last man. The 
hters there on either side neither give nor ask for quarter. 
The warfare between Chile and Peru, where hospitals and ambu- 
lance service were not needed after a battle, will have its counter- 
part to some extent on the battlefields of Cuba. The successful 
army will not be burdened with wounded enemies, when a few 
hours of throat cutting will make all quiet as the grave. It is on 
one hand a war to win, and on the other a fight to death. The 
best blood of Andalusia, what is left of it, is deemed not too sacred 
to be sacrificed if need be in the contest with the patriots, the 
mixed races who are risking their all for the liberty of Cuba. 

To the average ea ——. Spain is the object of adcra- 
tion, but Spain without Cuba is to him the world without the 
sun. The revenue from Cuba has been the chief joy of Spain for 
many years, and if Ccba should now be separated from the Spanish 
throne, the sun would cease to shine upon the Alhambra. 

Cuba to-day is lost —— The public proclamation of Span- 
ish defeat may not have been officially and definitely announced, 
but in truth and fact the submission of Cuba will never again be 
— as of old. The tribute of twenty-five to forty million dol- 

ee so long exacted, will never again replenish the 
treasury of in. Thostruggles of 1895 and 1896 may sadly crip- 
ple Cuba, but they will ruin Spain. Cuba, with its wonderful 
soil and climate, and its unparalleled capabilities, will regain 
in material wealth and growth under benign influences far more 
than she has lost. The blood of her people = upon her soil 
will yield a growth of independent citizenship consecrated to 
liberty. This age is not an age of retrogression. The world of 
to-day is not wedded to barbarism in order to perpetuate tyranny 
or relieve tottering dynasties. 

Cuba has a population of more than 2 million and a half of pec- 
ple, of which over a million boast their white blood affd half a 
million are colored, yet the grandsons of Spain who live in Cuba 
and have become identified with the Cuban cause far outnumber 
those who adhere to Spain. The logic of the insurrection means 
liberty for Cuba. What does the world care for the beauties of 
all the castles and palaces in Spain, enshrouded as they are in the 
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of tyranny she will outstrip them in the race of pros- 

Pot dian epeciall to phasize the opinion hich I hold, that 
em Ww. a 

aieitk seuly-een of Gab has in some quality or 
another become worthy of the admiration of the htened 
world. It can not be denied, however, that there is ground in too 
many instances for the criticism of our people upon the inconstancy, 
the cruelties practiced, and the revolutionary spirit which exists 
in some of those States. But with their advancing prosperity it 

















can readily be seen that the everywhere is toward | cerements of woe, which but recall an awful history instead of a 
humanity and decency in social and affairs. The evils a past. Shall it be that the nation where the Inguisition 
which are justly chargeable against many of these aretheir | found a congenial home and where the so-called ar Brother- 
legitimate inheritance from warlike educated by cen- | hood was established for the crushing out of life and liberty and 
turies of monarchism to the trade of and cruelty. It | where manhood and womanhood were made the one of 
is to transform such a population into citizens, lov- | brutal might—shall it be that the incoming century will chronicle 
ing a quiet life. The which many of them cherish | a lon continuance of such power almost within sight of the 
t with it into lives the of an ancestral | unfurled Stars and Stripes? 

spirit w will require years of education and association to| An Almighty God reigns still in the universe. Ali the petty 
overcome. repu is to be understood. The 





a of princes and nobles, of kings and tyrants, will fail 
them in the day of their adversity. 

A few years ago an Austrian prince of the highest personal char- 
acter was sel by an Emperor of France as the agency by 
which an obnoxious monarchical system should be reestablished 
on the American continent. Louis Napoleon placed Maximilian 
upon the throne of Mexico. A people largely of Spanish descent, 
led by Juarez, a full-blooded Indian, met and overcame the foreign 
invaders, and a noble Republic now stands at our border, while 
Maximilian gave his life as a forfeit for the attempt. The conti- 
nent of America has not proved a favorable soil for the growth of 
monarchies, and the beginning of the new century is not 4 favor- 
able time for even the toleration of such oppressors as maintain 
themselves only by bloodshed. 
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perity which they will not be slow to emulate. 
The lesson shows what can be done, and why should they not 
org lng aml <n gan What Buenos A and Chile and 
exico have done not Bolivia, Peru, or Venezuela also do? 
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‘ we may uca an 
wo hes tore. And if this be true with 
erence tothe weaker South American States, why not with Cuba? 
By what bond does hold Cuba? Notthe bond of relation- 
ship and natural aff. . Not mere national pride in the posses- 
sion and preservation of territorial or colonial depen 














or dencies. That Whatever may be said regarding our duty as a nation toward 

was humiliated and broken years and years ago when she | a friendly power whick is striving to suppress an insurrection in 
farewell to her South American ‘ Cuba, still no one, either in America or Europe, misunderstands 
The only bond which exists, and the fiction of ante- | the situation. Every humane heart, American or foreign, sym- 





cedent possession and occupation is held t, is that which 
enables her to millions upon millions of tribute upon the 
rich sagar fields of the unfortunate island. The contest of tne 
Cubans is a contest for freedom against an absent monarchy 
across the sea. It is a warfare against a ruler who is practically 


pathizes deeply and sincerely, not with the rapine and pillage by 
which the insurgents in Cuba seek to weaken their enemies, but 
with the spirit which leads them tolook constantly and with hope 
toward that star of liberty which they believe will lead them to 
Cuba libre. 















I repeat that Cuba is already lost to Spain. Were the struggle 
to stop now, the income to Spain from the enormous exactiong 
has always levied upon Cuba would be lost for some years. y 
thousands of young men of the flower of Spanish meepeee ve 
been sacrificed to maintain the power of a dynasty. y thou- 
sands of honest, sincere, and loyal boys have left their homes in 
Spain never to return. Many a mother er unavailing tears 
for the lad who left her side a year ago, and who now sleeps in 
the fever swamps of Cuba. 

As a recent writersays: “‘ Thestory of Cubaisatragedy.” Yes; 
that is true, and it is also true that from the day in 1492 when 
Columbus took possession of Cuba in the name of the Spanish sov- 
ereigns down to this day in 1896, a period of four hundred and 
four years, there has been a continuous tragedy, a history of 
wrong, of deceit, of murder, of every sort of crime and outrage 
known to man, unequaled on theearth. When the greatdiscoverer 
proclaimed Christianity upon that peaceful and beautiful shore, 
could he have foreseen that for four centuries a constant and never- 
ceasing wail of despair and suffering and death were to follow— 
had Columbus known then what we know now, that every foot- 
hold of the New World obtained by Spain would be the scene of 
the most fearful villainies, the most awful and most unheard-of 
outrages—he would have forsworn his religion and expatriated 
himself. The history of Spanish colonial domination has every- 
where and always been the same. Whether it was under Pi 
in Peru, Cortez in Mexico, Balboa at the Isthmus, or the soldiers 
in Cuba, the policy wasever the same. In a little over forty years 
all the original natives of the fertile island, nearly half a million 
in number, had been extirpated. Then in 1524 negro slavery was 
introduced into Cuba by the Spanish rulers. Judging by the im- 

rtial record of history, the highest cardinal virtues of the Span- 
ish soldiery were always murder, robbery, and brutal outrage. 
Neither age nor sex, nationality nor religion was s ; and if 
modern histcry is to be believed there is nothing in the dreary 
and awful picture to relieve the Spanish nation from the > 
of being the common enemy of humanity. The barbarismsof the 
savage tribes of the world for several hundred years were peace- 
ful and childlike in comparison with the barbarities committed 
under and by the authority of Christian sovereigns of Spain. 

The history of Spanish domination in any given place or time 
from the year 1500 to 1700 was one which Satan himself might 
emulate. I have not referred at all to the now-existing contest 
waged in Spain's largest dependency, the Philippine Islands. 
Hardiy anybody in this country realizes that those fertile islands, 
several hundred in number, cover 115,000 square miles of terri- 
tory, and contain five and a half millions of inhabitants. They 
have nearly four times the population of Cuba, nearly three times 
the area, and they export about $25,000,000 of products annually. 
They pay tribute to the same taskmaster, and Spain in their man- 
agement has harnessed the church to its chariot of misrule. The 
same old partnership of the Cross and the Sword is made the 
agency for their humiliation and enslavement. Spain has still 
another dependency—its penal colony at Ceuta, on the coast of 
Africa. Of all Spanish colonies this is the most prosperous and 
flourishing. On this spot of desert land the population has grown 
and increased by penal deportations from Cuba, from Puerto Rico, 
and from the Philippines, until now amidst the thieves and vaga- 
bonds held there thousands of the brightest, best, and most intel- 
ligent of her colonial subjects are wasting away their lives as 
political prisoners. Those who escape the garrote or the bullet 
in Cuba or in other provinces may there live out a few years, 
where their voices are as completely hushed as in the grave. 

It is doubtless true, and I concede, that the judicial and the law- 
interpreting authority in Spain is an able and intelligent depart- 
ment of that Government. I have even doubts if ne oars 
of the age has preserved a more able judicial establi nt than 
Spain, or one where the law at home is determined more inde- 
pendently or resolutely. 

But this is far differentin Cuba. The judicial tribunals in Cuba, 
owing their selection to the preferences of the authorities in Spain, 
have come to look upon their offices not as independent law- 
defining courts, but as mere clerkships of the dynasty in power 
for the simple recording and announcement of the will of their 
superiors. ey have become often mere corrupt bargain-making 
officials who thrive wees the spoils which come to their hands, 
and who thrive best when the people at large suffer most. 

The American people are coming to the consideration of the 
Cuban situation as they already have in certain other cases, as a 
great political question, a continental question, if ee please. 
And being a political continental question, it will be decided ulti- 
mately by the continent whose interests are most clearly involved. 

pkioally considered, Cuba can not belong to Spain. A 
line drawn from the south Florida headlands to the mouth of the 
Orinoco places Cuba on the American side. The great Antillean 
sea which surrounds Cuba and other islands is but an extension 
of the Mexican Gulf, and geographically Cuba belongs, as politi- 
cally it ought to belong, to the American Continent of Repu 


and not to Spain or Europe. Geographically Cuba is in Ameri- i 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had agreed 
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 4052) approving 
certain acts of the legislative assembly of the Territory of New 
Mexico, authorizing the issue of certain bonds of said Territory 
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numbered 1 and 4; disagreed to the amendment numbered 38; 
Se. war wate ae aes ee at sarees to the amendment numbered 2, with an amendment in 
E a ep rity oA es will feel that his birthright as | ¥ ich it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 





The message also announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills and joint resolution; in which it requested the con- 
currence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 3500) to authorize the adjustment and settlement 
of accounts of John Y. Williams; 

A bill (H. R. 4142) to protect settlement rights where two or 
more persons settle upon the same subdivision of agricultural 
public lands before survey thereof; 

A bill (H. R. 7716) to amend section 1921 of the Revised Stat- 
utes, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a watersysiem; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 152) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to use Fort Bidwell for an Indian training school. 


ISSUE OF BONDS IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr.CALL. Mr. President—— 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I ask the Senator from Florida kindly to 
yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. CALL. Certainly. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I ask the Chair to Jay before the Senate the 
amendment of the other House to House bill 4052, which has just 
come over. Itis a bill which passed the Senate at the last session, 
relating to validating some bonds of the Territory of New Mex- 
ico. 1 wish to move that the Senate concur in the House amend- 


ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Hitt in the chair). The 
Chair lays the amendment of the House of Representatives be- 
fore the Senate. Does th» Senator from Colorado desire to have 
the amendment read? 

Mr. WOLCOTT. No; it js not necessary. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The amendment will have to be read. It 
can not be upon without reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be read. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the amendment of the House of 
Representatives to the amendment of the Senate numbered 2 to 





an American freeman will mean something. Every lover of lib- 
erty the world over will exult in the and advancement of 
man. The breadth and stature of vidual Americanism will 
be enlarged and ennobled. cs so sa ar ane on anee ween 
not be closed against wrong oppression, for there none 
ho dare molest and make afraid. Asettlementis to be had. A 
asteenant snes Sp S000. Fe ee ee ee 
, far . To its settlement we ma 
we reese tee con tion of all the Republics of he hue 
can Continent. But the end of the devastation must be deter- 
mined. The United States must furnish the occasion, if it does 
not otherwise arise. 
If other means fail, we may consider the propriety of a fair pur- 
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net can certainly find a way to determine the trouble without 
im ing the interests of our country or our people. I have 
little choice or preference as to the particular method, but I do 
want, and I know the public expects, a settlement on a humane 
and just basis. 

The United States can do no less than to initiate this effort for 
humanity and liberty. 

I can not more appropriately close these remarks than by givin, 
the beautiful a he to our blic and its mission, takvant 
at Gettysburg in 1869 by an can poet, Bayard Taylor: 

Now, in her seat secure, 
Where distant menaces no more can reach her, 


Our land in undivided freedom pure, 
peers Ss eeweieg wereee Seponneives tencher; 




















: 
i 
: 
i 





i 
E 
: 







« * * » * . the bill (H. R. 4052) approving certain acts of the legislative as- 
Jie soe wor werted arms, sembly of the Territory of New Mexico, authorizing the issue of 
forth > pe 7 7 : 
og the inet ene : —— end te hat certain bonds of said Territory. 





Mr. COCKRELL. I beg to state to the Senator from Oblorado 
that I can not consent that a new bill which has been passed by 
the House shall be called up and put upon its passage in this way. 
Let it be printed and lie on the table. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I think perhaps after a statement I shall 
make to the Senator from Missouri he will revise his view of the 


measure. 
Mr. COCKRELL. No, I can not revise it. It isa new bili. I 
recollect the Senate bill very well, and this is an entirely new 


measure. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. 1 will say to the Senator that it is identically 
the same bill except that it does away with the objection which 
the President had to the measure. He was of opinion that the 
restrictive clause at the end prevented the operation of the bill. 







Mr. President, I move the reference of the joint resolution to 
the Committee on F Relations. 
The motion was to. 


CAROLINE A. HOUGH. 


Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. i) Se increase the penton 
of Caroline A. Hough, widow of . Gen. John Hough, having met, after 

ha to recommend and do recommend to 









their remecive Houses as follows: in rat Se not ; > : 
That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendm other bos oa the bill is identical with the bill passed before. 
Gente, and agree to the same —— Mr. COCKRELL. Just let it be printed and lie on the table, 






I do not want to have it referred. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. Very well. It has been to the committee of 
this body. 

Mr. KRELL. It can be called up to-morrow. I can not 
— the run of it from the reading, and wish to have it in print. 

r. WOLCOTT. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be ordered 

printed, and it will lie on the table for the present. 


AFFAIRS IN CUBA. 


Mr. CALL. I ask the indulgence of the Senate in order that 
the joint resolution which I introduced yesterday morning may 
be laid before the Senate and read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
joint resolution indicated by the Senator from Florida, which 
will be read 








Managers on the part of the House. 





The report was concurred in. 
MRS. MARY GOULD CARR. 


Mr, GALLINGER submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. H. 454) granting a pension to 
See ace east cate? are, ene ate rig. and Bye. Mad. Ge zeman 8 

met,after and free conference have agreed to recomm 
do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: . 










The joint resolution (S. R. 164) recognizing the Republic of 
Cuba as a free and independent government was read, as follows: 


Reaolwed by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United States of 

in ss assembled, That the United States of America recognizes 

the Republic of Cuba as a free and independent government and accords to 

ay people of Cuba all the rights of a sovereign and independent government 
the ports and within the jurisdiction of the United States. 





Managers on the part of the House. 








Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I desire to submit a few brief ob- 
servations upon the joint resolution. Before doing so, however, 
. I will ask the Secretary to read two certain communications which 
I send to the desk. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Hitt in the chair). The 
Secretary will read as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
[No. 67.] 


CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Matanzas, November 3, 1896. 

Srr: I have the honor to inform the Department that an interview was 
granted by Spanish authorities with Oscar Cespedes this morning at 9 o'clock, 
and his deposition taken. (Seeinclosure No.1.) 

The civil governor sent for me last evening (8 o'clock) and informed me that 
the case of Mr. Cespedes had been transferred from military to civil a 
diction, and that I could visit the prisoner at date given above. His 
for delay in this case were profuse. 

I find Mr. ae to be an intelligent young man, barely 21 years of age. 
He is badly broken down in health and his memory somewhat affected. If 
his statement car be corroborated by his friends in Key West and elsewhere 
I feel sure my influence with the governor of this provincecan procure him 
an early trial and release; in fact, I hope to secure his release without trial. 

Any instructions or information relative to this case would be greatly 


appreciated. 
lam, sir, your obedient servant, A. C. BRICE, 
United States Consul. 


Hon. Wii.1amM W. RookHr.1, 

Assistant Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 
[Inclosure No. 1.} 

Deposition of Oscar Cespedes [copy], with references. 

References given by Mr. Oscar de : Mr. Hiram Seymour, Revenue- 
Cutter Service, Key West; Mr. B. P. er, furniture dealer, Key West; Mr. 
Angelo Figueredo, at Mr. Galo's cigar aaNCRONE Key West; Mr. Fer- 
nando Figueredo, mayor of West Tampa; Mr. Carlos Manuel de Cespedes 
(father of Osear), formerly mayor of Key West about eighteen years ago. 
DEPOSITION OF OSCAR DE CESPEDES, TAKEN AT THE JAIL AT MATANZAS, 

OCTOBER 3, 1896. 

Iam a native of Key West, Fla.; 20 years of age; came to Cuba on the 8d 
gf i 1896, on board the tug Commodore, as a reporter to the Key West 

erald. 

I was captured on September 2, 1806, at “ Hato de Jicarita," near Zapata, 
by the Spanish column of Colonel Molina. 

At the time | was captured I was lying by the roadside under shelter of 
trees and sick with fever, and without arms of any nature whatever. 

I was then placed ona horse and started under march and ill treated all 
the way to Tiiira de Macurijes, the leader of my horse — me with the 

rrel of his rifle the blows meant for the horse. I was left at Tiira de 
Macurijes two days and finally brought to Matanzas and confined at San 
Severino Castle, and on account of my sickness I was sent to the infirmary of 
the city jail, where I have remained to date. 

Tam a native-born American citizen, and do hereby declare under oath that 
I came to Cuba, as before stated, as a reporter, and that Ihave been in nowise 
connected with the insurrection now going on in Cuba, and ask that my early 
release be procured by the Government of the United States. . 

I further state that I have been sick with fever during the last three months, 
on account of which my health is very much broken down, and at times 
become hopeless of life. 

I have been fairly treated at the jail infirniary. 

Signed) OSCAR DE CESPEDES. 

Before me, witness my hand and official seal at Matanzas the day and year 


first above written. 
(Signed) A. C. BRICE, 
United States Cunsul. 
CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Matanzas, Cuba. 
I, the undersigned, consul of the United States at Matanzas, Cuba, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original deposition of Oscar 
de Cespedes, on file at this office, the same having been duly com with 
_— said original and found to agree therewith word for word and figure for 
are. 


n testimony whereof I have hereuntoset my hand and the seal of this con- 
sulate at Matanzas, the 3d day of October, 1898. 
{SBAL.] A. C. BRICE, 
United States Consul. 
Mr. CALL. Iask theSecretary toread the letter of Dr. Moreno. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


Weust Tampa Crry, Fia., December 5, 1896. 
DEAR CALL: Another American citizen is imprisoned in Habana jail. He 
‘was arrested in Mangus and conducted to Habana. His name is José Gon- 
gales, an old man, also is deaf. He is a naturalized American, and has re- 
sided in Philadelphia for twenty-six —— with cigar manufacturing. His 
brother has written me from Key West. Please investigate the subject 
through the Secretary of State. 
Oscar Céspeves, a native of Key West, and peprtomnet in Matanzas, will 
be tried by court-martial, I have read to-night in the Florida Citizen. 
What action do you think the President will take? Will it be favorable to 
Cuba? And the Senate? 
Tam, very truly, yours, 
Hon. W. CALL, 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 
Mr. CALL. Mr. President, since I have been a member of the 
Senate, for the last eighteen years, I have been introducing reso- 
lutions at every session for some action on the part of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States which would relieve the Island 
of Cuba from the difficulties of the government under which she 
has existed up to this time. I have prauanes that she should be 
uired by purchase, not annexed to this country, but rendered 
independent by the guaranty of her bonds by the Government 
of the United States. I have urged that negotiations should be 
institated by which some method of pacifying the island and 
of rose a | its resources under good government t be 
resorted to. I came to this body immediately after the asion 


M. R. MORENO. 
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" OFFICER. The hour of 2 o'clock havi 


oe 
Secretary. A bill (H.R. 7864) to amend the immigration 
laws of the United States. , 2" 
Mr. COCKRELL. [ask unanimous consent that the unfinished 
business be laid aside until the Senator from 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. ia Siete sieipation ion? The Chair 
ae CALL ton not much of the time 
Mr. occupy of the Senate, 
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right to recognition as a government whether they shall ulti- 
mately succeed or not. 

With what power can a government treat for the protection of 
the property and life of its citizens or subjects unless it be with 
that power which can protect them, which has subverted the legiti- 
mate and regular authority? if this be not true, it follows that 
they must remain unprotected, with nothing but the right of indem- 
nity or damages ag:ainst perhaps an irresponsible and failing power. 
How will in with her diminished resources ever be able to 
ee a potee of the United States for the $50,000,000 of 
money i in the estates and tations of Cuba? How will 
pers indemnify the people of the United States for the citizens of 
United States transported to Ceuta and there for life sentenced 


labor and confinement? 

r. President, there seems to me to be no two sides to the ques- 
tion of the duty of the Government of the United States to recog- 
nize the i dence of the Island of Cuba and its Government, 
and to to them all the rights that belong to an independ- 
ent nation in the ts and jurisdiction of the United States. It 
is not a question for us to consider whether or not that will lead 
to war. I donot believe it wil. I[tis a recognized right of na- 
tions todo this. There is no right on the part of Spain and no 
legitimate cause of offense. Really it is to her interest that the 
Government of the United States should take this action, and that 
in some form the war should be terminated without further ruin 
and further destruction of property, and without further excite- 
ment of the people of the Unites States by the continued imprison- 
ment of American citizens without sufficient cause, 

So, Mr. President, 1 urge that the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions shall at an early day report this proposed action, which will 
be sufficient to accomplish the purpose without going any further. 
Cuba has the power, she has the force, she has the heroic senti- 
ment prevailing among her people, however uneducated, how- 
ever ignorant. She presents a spectacle to the world of a peop!e 
fighting without pay, without rations, without clothing—volun- 
teers animated b riotic principle alone. The people of that 
island, natives of Cuba, however ignorant, have shown a hero- 
ism which is equal to that of their Spanish ancestors generations 
gone by. 

With these observations, Mr. President, I ask for the reference 
of the joint resolution to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint resolution will be 
referted to the Committee on Foreign Relations, if there be no 


objection. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bill and joint resolution were severally read twice 
of their titles, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs: 

A bill (H. BR. 8500) to authorize the adjustment and settlement 
of accounts of John Y. Williams; and 0 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 152) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to use Fort Bidwell for an Indian training school. 

The ing bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories: 

A bill (H. R. 7716) to amend section 1921 of the Revised Stat- 
utes, and for other es; and 

A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water system. 
The bill (H. R. 4142) to protect settlement rights where two or 

settle upon the same subdivision of agricultural 

lic lands before survey thereof was read twice by its title, 

erred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
PROPOSED RESTRICTION OF IMMIGRATION, 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 


= 


- | eration of the bill (H.R.7864) to amend the immigration laws of 


the United States, the pending question being on the amendment 
a from the Committee on Immigratic.a. 

7 CHANDLER. I ask for a vote upon the committee amcend- 
ment. 


Tho PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment of thecommittee. The amendment has been read, 
the Chair understands. 

Mr. LODGE. The committee amendment is simply in the na- 
ture of a substitute. It has been read. 

Mr. SEWELL. I desire to offer some amendments to the com- 
mittee amendment. 

Mr. LODGE. The Senator from New Jersey desires to offer 
amendments to the committee's bill, but that can be done after we 
vote upon the committee amendment. 

Mr. GIBSON. I suggest to the Senator from Massachusetts 
that this entire question go over or be temporarily laid aside with- 
out prejudice until after the holiday recess. I make this sugzes- 
tion to the Senator from Massachusetts for what I conceive to be 
amost excellent reason. The report of the Commissioner-eneral 
of Immigration, which has recently been placed upon the desk of 
each Senator and is not yet published in its entirety, will afford 
information which I opine will very materially determine the 
minds of Senators upon this question who have not had an oppor- 
tunity to give it consideration, and to whom it will be impossible 
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properly to present the question at the present time without the 
information thus afforded in the report. 

I make the suggestion from a consideration of the further fact 
that there are several Senators who desire to be heard on the bill 
who are not now prepared, but who will be prepared at the time 
designated. Therefore I most earnestly ask the Senator from 
Massachusetts that he will accede to what I regard as a reasonable 
request. 

Mr, LODGE. I have acceded to request after request for the 
delay of the bill. The delay proposed, I conceive, would have the 
effect of ultimately defeating the bill. All the speeches to be made 
of which I had any knowledge were made upon the bill at the last 
session. At the request of the Senator from Maryland it was put 
over again and again, and finally I allowed it at his request to go 
over from one session to another. 

The report of the Commissioner of Immigration is here. We 
have all had copies of it. It contains nothing directly affecting 
the bill beyond a strong argument from its statistics in its favor. 

This is a very important measure. Both parties favored the re- 
striction of immigration in their platforms. There is a great 
demand from all parts of the aT for action on the bill. 

I know of no opposition to the bill except that which emanates 
from the steamship lines directly interested in the carrying of 
immigrants. I have no desire in the world to do anything to 
affect adversely the businessof the steamship lines running to and 
from the United States, but I think the question of immigration 
is far more important than the interests of a company engaged in 
any business. " 

The bill has been long before the country. It is an extremely 
i moderate measure. It does not go nearly as far as go the demands 
3 in the many petitions which have come in. Iam very desirous to 
| get a vote upon the bill as soon as possible. 

I have no wish to delay the Senate. I do not know of any fur- 
ther arguments that are to be made. There are a number of 
amendments which Senators desire to offer, and which can be 
offered after the substitution of the Senate bill for the House bill 
has been voted upon. 

I feel it my duty, as it is the wish of a majority. of the commit- 
tee, to press the bill to a vote at the earliest possible time. I do 
not wish to do anything in the least discourteous to any other Sen- 
ator, but I think that we have made every concession in the way 
of time that can reasonably be asked of us. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. President, I differ very radically from the 
views of the Senator from Massachusetts with reference to the 
advisability of the passage of this bill. Nor do I regard from 
the same standpoint the report of the Commissioner of Immigra- 
: 3 tion on this question. I think it will be observed by every Sena- 
i | tor who has the opportunity carefully to read his recent report 
that he differs very widely from the views suggested by the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, and the recommendation in this bill of 
the restriction of immigration. His suggestion is entirely the 
reverse. He says expressly in his report that the great danger, 
which the Senator from Massachusetts has so carefully and elo- 
quently urged, to the institutions of this country from the over- 
crowded condition of the foreign population is the reverse, and 
that instead of there being an overcrowding of foreign immigra- 
tion there is a decrease each year under the wise and healthful 
laws already provided upon our statate books of foreign immigra- 












The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair would suggest that 
the motion made by the Senator from Maryland is not quite in 
order. The Chair understands that the motion to postpone must 
be either oe to a day certain. The Chair would sug- 
gest to the Senator from ag oe that he modify his motion so 
as to move to postpone the bill to a day certain—say the first 
Monday in Jan . Then the motion would be in order. 

Mr. GIBSON. I will do so. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will then regard that 
motion as i. 

Mr. LODGE. e motion, I understand, is to postpone the 
bill until the first Monday in January. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the pending motion. 

Mr. LODGE. On that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GIBSON. I desire, before the yeas and nays are calle to 
subjoin to the remarks which I made a few moments ago with 
reference to the necessity for the restriction of immigration, that 
the States of this Union are not demanding the restriction sug- 
gested by the Senator from Massachusetts. I know nothing of 
what may be the interests of the steamship companies. I do not 
represent the ee ee on the floor of the Senate. 
Let their interests be what they may. 

But what Ido mean to say, Mr. President, is-that one of the 
States of this Union, one of the most flourishing and prosperous 
States in the American Union to-day, the State which I have the 
honor in part to represent in the Senate of the United States, has 
in its history never more than now demanded that there shall not 
be the restrictions upon imm ns which are sought in this 
measure, deeming even those w already exist as prejudicial 
to a very great extent to the interests of ae 

But in addition to what I have suggested, yland, by its last 
act of assembly, has added larger powers to its board of immigra- 
tion, and sends abroad every year an agent ata salary of $5,000 
or $10,000 a year to invite immigration to the State; which now 
has a population, I think, of 105 to the square mile. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President-—— 

Mr. LODGE. If the Senator from New Hampshire will allow 
me, I desire simply to disclaim any idea began ape that the 
Senator from land resented the s ——- 
All I said was that the o: tion from outside—all the opposition 
I had heard of or could find—emanated from the steamship com- 
panies. I have not heard of it in any other quarter. 

Mr.CHANDLER. Mr. President, I ask the Senator from - 
land to withdraw his motion to postpone. I do not think the . 
Senator ought to begin to o this bill by dila’ motions. 
The motion he has made is a motion. The was post- 

—_ yesterday to accommodate Senator’s colleague. The 
mator himself knows te speech ag what this bill is. He made 
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an eloquent and elaborate against it d the recent ses- 
sion. The Senator knows there is very little before Con- 
gress between now and the 4th of March, and while Iam glad to hear 
the arguments of the Senator and glad to hear the argument he 
has just made against the bill, I think he ought to concur with 
the friends of the bill in ting its consideration. . 

Let us have the debate which Senators choose toinflict upon the 
Senate, and let us have such amendments as Senators choose to 
offer; but let us go on with the bill and get it out of the way, 
order that other important legislation may be considered. 
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tion, and that to-day there are only 50 per cent of the foreign I ask the Senator why he wishes to make a dilatory motion? I 
immigrants who came to this country since 1820 remaining; they | ask him in all kindness, and paying the tribute of my to 
have died or they have gone back to the country from whence | the fidelity of the Senator to public duty on all ‘ons, to 


they came. 

So far as having availed myself of the courtesy of the Senator 
from Massachusetts with reference to extending the considera- 
tion of the bill from the last session to the present is concerned, 
Iam to-day first advised of it. I thank him, however. for the 
suggestion which he now makes. With reference to his courtesy 
for such extension, I had credited that fact to an entirely different 
source. 

Be that as it may, however, Mr. President, I again urge that 
the request I made, if not acquiesced in by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, shall now be put in the shape of a motion, that the bill 
with the amendmerts ae shall be temporarily laid aside, 
without prejudice, until after the holiday recess. 

Mr. DGE. I have read the report of the Commissioner of 
Immigration. That is all I desire tosay. He suggests several 
pages of amendments and changes and improvements in the law 
which it would take weeks and months to perfect into a bill, 

The argument that I referred to when I said that he made the 
stronge:'t argument in behalf of this bill was that if the bill had 
been a law 75,000 immigrants who have come to the country this 
year would not have entered. We all know there are a t 
mary persons in this country er unemployed. We differ as 
to the reasons for that fact, but we al! deplore it, and we certainly 
are not going to benefit the condition of those unemployed persons 
or to make their numbers any less by opening our gates without 
restriction, as we do, to the unemployed of all the rest of the world. 

I should like to ask if the motion is to postpone toa day certain, 


withdraw his motion and not to get in the way of the decent and 
orderly consideration of this bill. ; 
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the Senator from Massachusetts toconcede, and which I 

presented in the sha of a motion, which I will now make, : 
pone to a day named, was not made for the of delay, but 
was made for the of securing time —- ap- 
appre- 
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preciation of the merits of this measure, which in‘ 
ciation can only be had in the shape of information w comes 
from the source recognized by Congress as 
report of the Commissioner-General of Im the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 
. CHANDLER. The Senator has the recommendation of 

Commissioner-Genera) of Immigration, and of his two 
who were on the « o.amission to inquire into this onhgects maaeret 
of an intelligence qualification. They arein favor bill. | 

Mr. GIBSON. That, I submit, is a question which must be, 


peated som by the Senate itself, and not to be accepted on the 
dixit of either eS desk cinas elie eer einai ahaa 
from How Hananthiies. I do not agree with the suggestion of 
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Senator from New Hampshire as to the report of the Commissioner- 
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pre a agg sep fe n this floor who desire to be upon 
circumstances 


oner-General of Immigration, Mr. Stump, from the Sen- 
the commissioner at the portof New 


to the commissioners. 
is dated October 7, 1895. . 
, os My a New we ge 
me a moment for urpose uesting 
‘Senate that the report from Waddle Ei neue tents to nak Meo taeh 


of the ral of Immigration? 
.CHANDLER. Itis not, Mr. President; but it is the expres- 


sion of the ‘ion of Mr. Stump, Dr. Senner, and Mr. McSweeney 

on the 7th October, 1895, in which they recommend in the con- 

clusion of their report the adoption of the intelligence <lause, 

They say nothing more than the ability of the immigrant to read 

and write in his native tongue should be required, and that such 

a requirement would exclude only such immigrants as are unde- 
e for other reasons, and conclude as follows: 


See Ope Seeks ae een & Oe uate greatly 
facilitate ution immigration blem, more than 
lessen the Ee imenigtation. — 


HERMAN STUMP, Chairman, 


Dr. J. H. 
EDW. F. McS Secretary, 
mM 
Here is a report which is not taken back in the current ; 
it is the of those officers still, and the Senator from - 
‘ land has the gravity to ask that he may have time to familiarize 
himself with the last report—— 


of the Commissioner- 

aaatialamaalaitpiedest te ene 
r e 

the Senator has not even read that We can not vwei 


year’s report, when he 
I did not catch the 


. 
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Mr. CHANDLER. I said we could not wait a for the Sen- 
ator to read the report of this year, when hehas mot yot familiarised 
f the commission y 


New Hampshire, with reference to that ~tmeeve Wye d — 
sank breea W ch the Sen- 
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ator quotes, but he seems not to have read the report to which I 
refer, although he is the first Senator in this y who had the 
benefit of an advance copy of it. 

Isubmit, Mr. President, that the report of the Commissioner- 

of Immigration, which I now hold in my hand, is essen- 
tially different from the report previously made, and the recom- 
mendations which he suggests as submitted by the Senator from 
New ae have been discarded in the last report, and other 
recommendations made which the Senate has not yet had the ben- 
efit of information upon, and can not have without the report to 
which I refer. 

Mr. CHANDLER. May I ask the Senator in all sincerity to 
read that portion of the report? 

Mr. G IN. I will do so; that is what I was about to do. 
Referring to these very recommendations made by the Committee 
on Immigration, the Commissioner-General of Immigration sug- 
gests primarily with reference to the illiteracy of the immigrants: 

The illiterate imm t, however, is not to be considered an undesirable 

to our population, since he often proves a more honest, industrious, 
ae Sony citizen than many who come equipped with money and an edu- 
ca’ 


Directly the reverse of the recommendations as suggested in the 
report of the Committee on Immigration, of which the Senator 
himself is a member. 

Mr. LODGE. If the Senator will allow me, what I shouid 
like to have him read to the Senate is the part of the report where 
he thinks the Commissioner-General takes back the distinct recom- 
mendation of last year. 

Mr. GIBSON. do not take my language from that of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. I have not suggested that the Com- 
missioner-General of Immigration recanted anything in the sense 
of “taking back,” but he makes suggestions which, by a parity of 
reasoning with what I have suggested, mean not a recanting, but 
he suggests something different from what has been suggested 
before, and what, in his judgment, he regards as the latest and 
the best informatiou on this important subject which he is so 
largely charged with disseminating. 

I gratify the Senator from Wassectousetts in that connec- 

Mr. LODGE. What I ask, if the Senator will pardon me, is 
that heshould read the passage which I understood him to say re- 
verses the verdict of thosé gentlemen of last year. Last year they 
recommended the illiteracy test as on the whole the best. Now I 
want the read where they say they no longer think so. 

Mr. GIBSON. i have it, though I may not be able to turn my 
eye to it instantly, because I had no idea that this discussion would 
assume the phase whichithasatthistime. Ifsuch a proposition is 
not so demonstrable by oneinterested as I am it is ceeeuate astrong 
object lesson with reference to what I have suggested about other 
Senators who have not had the opportunity to be interesféd in this 
question as I have. This is the language of the report: 

The immigration laws have been found to work with reasonable satisfac- 
tion, but practical administration has demonstrated the necessity for amend- 
ments and additions which wil! add to their efficiency. For amendments 

see page 17 of this report. 

Among those suggestions made by the Commissioner-General 
of tion as amendments to the already existing law not 
one Ww as to the illiteracy test is suggested following the line 
of the bill reported by the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. LODGE. What I want is the passage in which the Com- 
missioner-General takes back the distinct recommendation made 
last year with Dr. Senner and Mr. McSweeney. 

Mr. GIBSON. I have referred to no passage in the report of 
the Commissioner-General where the recanting or the taking back 
of anything had been suggested by the Commiissioner-General. 

Mr. LODGE. That is all I desire to have known. 

Mr. GIBSON. But the report refers to suggestions made by 
him which he makes in the shape of amendments to the existing 
law. Nowhere in those suggestions have been found the recom- 
mendations of the Committee on Immigration, but, on the con- 
trary, at the conclusion of those suggestions the Commissioner- 
General of Immigration expressly says in language specific, by 
way of a striking contrast, as I claim, to the report of this Com- 
mittee on Immigration—what? By way of an express answer to 
the suggestion contained in this bill the Commissioner-General 
says: 

The illiterate immigrant, however, is not to be considered an undesirable 
accession to our population. 

Mr. LODGE. I think, if the Senator will read the passage as it 
stands, he will find it reads: 

The illiterate immigrant, however, is not always to be considered an unde- 
sirable accession. 

Mr. GIBSON. Did I not so read it? 

Mr. LODGE. I think the Senator left out the word “‘ always.” 


Mr. GIBSON. Then I did not sointend. I did not propose to 
add to or take away a word fromthe report. I am sorry thatthe 
Senator from Massachusetts should have found it in his heart to 
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make a suggestion which nocourse of conduct of mine in this con- 
nection, or ever before, has warranted. I have not misinter- 
preted nor misquoted, Mr. President. I would askthe indulgence 
of the Senate 

Mr. LODGE. I merely asked the Senator to read the language 
as it stood. He read “‘is not to be considered” when the report 
put in the word “ always.” 

Mr. GIBSON. The Senate shall be the judge whether or not I 
have departed from the language of the Commissioner-General of 
Immigration. I read again: 


The illiterate immigrant, however, is not always to be considered an unde- 
sirable accession to our population— 


I think that is just the way I read it before— 


since he often proves a more honest, industrious, and thrifty citizen than 
many who come equipped with money and an education. 


Mr. LODGE. Will the Senator now read to the Senate the two 
preceding paragraphs? 


Mr. GIBSON. I will read the preceding paragraphs. a 
ceding a phs—if the Senator from Massachusetts means that 
I shall be the source of enlightenment to the Senate in this con- 
nection—contain a summary of the Commissioner-General’s deduc- 
tions from the administration of the laws already upon our statute 
books. He says in his report to the Secretary of the Treasury: 


It is gratifying to me to be again able to report to you that I know of no 
immigrant landed in this countr — the past year whois now a burden 
upon apy public or private institution 


Mr. LODGE. Will the Senator kindly tell me from where he 
is reading? I asked him to be good enough'to read to the Senate 
the two ——- paragraphs as to illiterate immigrants, which 
are as follows: 


From the above table it appears that the education of the masses is 
neglected to the greatest extent im Italy, Austria-Hungary, and Russia, 
while the largest p rtion of those who can read and write came from 
Switzerland, France, benmark, Sweden, and Germany. 

As exhibiting the close alliance that exists between ignorance and poverty, 
— attention is directed to the subjoined tabie of the nationality and num- 

ar of immigrants who bave been deported as liable to become pu charges. 


Mr. GIBSON. From what page of that report does the Senator 
from Massachusetts read? 

Mr. LODGE. That is the one I wanted the Senator to read, 
but it has been read now. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. President, I understood the Senator from 
Massachusetts to say that he desired to have read the preceding 
paragraphs to the one which I had before read, and I was pro- 
ceeding todoso. I have respectfully asked of him the page of 
the report. 

Mr. LODGE. I said the two preceding paragraphs—the ones 
which I have just read. 

Mr. GIBSON. As I understood the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, I will proceed to read the preceding paragraphs to the one 
to which I have referred as the conclusion of the report of the 
Commissioner-General as to the illiteracy test as a by this 
bill. 1did not hear him say the two preceding, but preceding 


paragraphs, and among those preceding paragraphs passing upon 
all of the laws which are upon our statute books, he says: 


It is gratifying to me to be again able to report to you that I know of no 
immigrant landed in this country within the past year who is now a burden 
upon any public or private institution. 

ith some exceptions, the physical characteristics of the year’s ——E. 
tion were those of a hardy, sound, laboring class, accustomed, emageprentty 
well able, to earn a livelihood wherever capable and industrious 
secure e niploym ment. Astooccupations, it was composed largely of the classes 
designated as “skilled and unskilled laborers,” with some prof 
The amount of mune —_ ht into the country by immigrants was at least 
.917 318, and probably rgely i in excess of these figures, since only those 
ving less than $30 que 2a uired to disclose the exact amounts they have, 
respectively. Experience shows that it is safe, in estimating the full sepeemnt 
actually brought into the country, to multiply the foregoing figures three or 
four times, as in many instances immigrants reported as having “$30 or 
over" are possessed of considerable sums of money which Sr saved 
np to inv oct i in small business ente or to buy land and a home 
for — families in the ~— Worl 
* * 
seaming that the tide of atti to waits emigrate from a country 
corresponds to the fluctuations in the condition of its industries in exact har- 
mony With the laws of supply and demand,a consideration of the f 
tables does not justify the conclusion that our alien pepulation is 
undue proportion. A comparison of the figures for the past year (363.207 eth 
the average annual immigration for the preceding ten fiscal years ( —_ 
discloses a decrease of 91,818, or over 21 per cent. Such data as I have been 
able to obtain as to the number of those who annually return to their own 
country, though approximate only, lead me to doubt seriously that there has 
been any ma increase in our foreign-born — since 1893. 
much excite only the large number of arrivais, the public mind becomes 
excited and urges restrictive legislation; but this ep would 
be lessened, if not entirely allayed, by a correct enumera’ of those who 
depart never to return, and of those who come and go each year, ines at other 
work here during the busy season and returning oie at 
times, where they can live much more cheaply. compliance with the 
lic demand, measures have been presented and ae now canto. 
gress which will a the number and improve rn a ee 
of aliens homes in this country, and will tend to make the influx ap- 
imate in number the losses from death and the return of aliens to rees- 
blish themselves in their native countries. 
To show how ee mpressions may be — from 
to 
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the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorRILL], who 


with the Senator from ae “(ie 
how he would vote u 
should vote ‘“‘nay” if eas aabeniek 


with the Senator from 
how he would vote if seanraed etement Gibheke oe tek 
Delaware {[Mr. Gray]. Not kno 
constrained to withhold my vote. 


liberty. 
Mr. McBRIDE. pene SE ee ee ee 
Mississippi [Mr. Georer]. If he 


ie ee 
Mr. oS a in- 


to postpone to ode 
The PRESID. G OFFICER. Until the first Monday in Janu- 


he Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BATE (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
ee tah [Mr. Brown}, and withhold my vote, as he is 
not 


Mr. + BERRY (when his name was called). I am paired with 


Co Gentes ee TELLER]. If he were present, I 
should vote “* y 


ae otnans is eni-enilontialla: Tam with the 
ancien ieee’ I do know how he 


(when name oenainel). I am paired with 
who is absent. 
by the Senator from 


ae co on this q 
Mr. 


Mr. JONES of Arkansas. I am requested 


Alabama [Mr. a a Se 
pg fe 


Mr. ee Shen bi Ler hmey a " Tam paired with 
(Mr. MantTLe]}, and as he isnot present, 


Mr. QUAY (when his name was called have one pair 


Mr. SHOUP When his name was called), I have a regular 
:: hm ' do not know case 


The roll call was concluded. 
Mr. CULLOM. Peree mech nite tate tenn 


present, I should vote 
** na 
MS: « COCKRELL. Iam paired with the Senator from Iowa [Mr. 


ALLIson], and — withhold my vote, not knowing how he 
would vote if presen’ 


i BRICE. ibe Sars omnes 
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Mr BRICE. Then I withhold one go mgr know how 


(atte having voted in tho negative). 
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he would vote 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


question of a ie ciae 
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Mr. BATE. I have a right to vote under my pair to make a 
and I vote ‘“yea.” 
Mr. Under the circumstances, I feel at liberty to 
vote, and vote “* 


Mz. DUBOIS. I feel at liberty to vote to make @ quorum, and 


I vote ‘‘nay.” seas 
Mr. McBRIDE, In order to make a quorum, I will vote “nay.” 
The result was announced—yeas 13, nays 37; as follows: 


VEST. 


We can not hear anything on this side. 
ae aes T mean line 4. 


Senator from New Jersey has a different 


Senate substitute, shall be considered as adopted and then that 
these amendments shall be held to be in order after that, which 
would be a much more convenient course. 

Mr. SEWELL. I will say to the Senator from Massachusetts 
that these are vital questions. 

Mr. HOAR. Because the whole thing may be voted down after 
the amendment is ogy ae 

Mr. LODGE. As I have said, the whole thing is open toamend- 
ment after the ny FRY of the committee substitute. Nobody's 
amendment of any kind is cut off, and it will simplify the matter 
very much if, instead of ing it as an amendment to the 
—n we substitute the committee bill, and then amend 

£. 
Mr. SEWELL. I have no objection to that course if it is a 


one. 
Mr. HOAR. I ask unanimous consent that that course may be 
It will save trouble. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from Massachusetts 
asks unanimous consent that the Senate substitute shall be adopted 
and that it shall be open to amendment after it is adopted. Is 
there o ion? The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. S. I wish to offer an amendment to come in as an 
additional section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment proposed to be 
offered by the Senator from West Virginais not nowinorder. It 
will be in order later. 

Mr. ELKINS. I thought the committee were thr>ugh. 
to offer it to come in as an additional section. 

Mr. LODGE. The amendments of the Senator from New Jer- 
sey are first in order, I think. 

e PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendments submitted by the Senator from New Jersey. 

Mr. MORGAN. Let them be reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will state the 
amendments. 

Mr. CULLOM. The Senate substitute now becomes the meas- 
ure before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By resolution of the Senate the 
Senate substitute is now before the Senate, to which amendments 
are in order, 

Mr. CULLOM. The substitute is not treated as an amend- 
ment, but as an original bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 

Mr. CULLOM. So that amendments will be in order to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unanimous consent, amend- 
ments are in order. The amendments submitted by the Senator 
from New Jersey will be stated. 

The SzcreTary. In line 4, page 3, after the word “ All,” it is 
proposed to insert the word ‘‘male;” so as to read: ‘‘A!l male 
persons ” —— ‘ 

Mr. SEWELL. There are two prints of the bill. The iast 

int changes the numbering of lines, I understand. That should 

in line 7. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
before the Secretary. 

Mr. LODGE. I will say to the Senator from New Jersey, as 
those amendments really all stand together, that I think by his 
last amendment im line 8, where he proposes to add ths words 
““child or wife,” he meets the point he desires to cover, and we 
can in that way get rid of the first amendment, to insert the word 
“male,” which I think would give a more sweeping effect. than 
the Senator intends. The committee would be very ready to 

the other amendments. 

Mr. SEWELL. There are two other amendments. 

Mr. LODGE. There are two other amendments which the 
Senator from New Jersey has offered. 

Mr. SEWELL. Oneis, in line 7, to insert the words “ or minor” 
after the word “‘ aged.” 

Mr. LODGE. I have no objection to that amendment if th: 
first one is withdrawn. 

Mr. SEWELL. Another amendment is the insertion of the 
words “child or wife” after the word ‘‘grandparent.” I will 
withdraw the first amendment if the Senator from Massachusetts 
will accept these two amendments. I withdraw the amendment 
proposing to insert the word ‘‘ male,” and ask that the other two 
amendments may be adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, the first 
amendment is withdrawn. What course is suggested as to the 
other amendments? 

Mr. SEWELL. The chairman of the committee, I understand, 
accepts them. 

Mr. LODGE. I[have no objection personally to the other amend- 
ments. 

Mr. VEST. Does the Senator from New Jersey withdraw tie 
amendment to insert the word ‘‘ male?” 

Mr. SEWELL. Yes, on condition of the adoption of the other 
amendments which I have offered. 


I wish 


It is line 4, according to the bill 
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Mr. VEST. On what condition? On condition that the other 
amendments he proposes shall be adopted? 

Mr. SEWELL. Yes. 

Mr. VEST. Ido not understand the Senator’sstatement. Does 
the Senator say that he withdrew the first amendment on condi- 
tion that his other amendments shall be adopted? 

Mr. SEWELL. The committee agrees to adopt the other 
amendments offered, which to my mind are very important to 
the bill as reported. Although I agreed to its being a I 
have since discovered that it would dest troy the family relation to 
the extent even of excluding the wife of a man who is an admissi- 
dle immiyrant. 

Mr. VEST. Let me put a question to the Senator: Does he not 
think he would separate man and wife if the husband could com- 
ply with the ey isions of this bill and read five lines of the Con- 
stitution, and his wife could not? 

Mr. SEWELL. I do not understand the Senator from Mis- 
sour. 

Mr. VEST. How could she enter as the bill stands now when 
it says ‘‘ all persons?” Theman could enter intothe United States, 
but he vane be compelled to leave his wife behind him. 

Mr. SEWELL. My amendment, which the committee has 
agreed to accept, covers that point. 

Mr. VEST. Which amendment covers it? 

Mr. CULLOM. I suggest that the amendment be read. 

Mr. LODGE. The amendment of the Senator from New Jer- 
sey as modified, I will say to the Senator from Missouri, and not 
as printed, covers it. The Senator from New Jersey proposes to 
insert the words ‘‘ child or wife ” instead of the words “‘ or child,” 
and that covers the point which the Senator from Missouri has 
raised. 

Mr. DAVIS. In what line? 

Mr. SEWELL. In the last line of the printed copy of my 
armaendment, or in line 11 of the bill which the Senator from Min- 
nesota has. 

Mr. PLATT. I ask that the Secretary may read the paragraph 
as it will read if amended as proposed by the Senator from New 
Jersey. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
requested. 

The Secretary read as follows: 





The Secretary will read as 


All persons over l4 years of age who can not read and write the language 
of their native country, or some other language, except that an aged or minor 
person not so able to read and write who is the parent, gnats. child, 
or wife of an admissible immigrant may accompany or sent for by such 
immigrant. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendments offered by the Senator from New Jersey. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, it seems to me that this provision 
ought to be confined to male immigrants. The Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. LODGE] in making the report from the com- 
mittee gives as the basis for this legislation that the admission of 
illiterate immigrants debases our citizenship and degrafes our 
labor. Now, there are a large number of young women over the 
age of 14 years who come to the United States and who are 
engaged as domestics by the people of this country. Under the 
laws of the United States in regard to national suffrage they can 
not vote, and I take it that really at the bottom of this whole 
question is illiterate suffrage. I do notsee how the workmanship 
or the labor of a man who cun not read or write debases thé labor 
or workmanship of anybody else. If he is an industrious, tem- 
perate, and honest workman, how does his employment degrade 
any other labor in this country? 

We might just as well be frank with each other in discussing 
this question. The great objection to illiterate immigration is 
that it corrupts our suffrage and endangers the basis of our 
Government, which is the virtue and intelligence of the people. 
Besides that, if we look at the tables just furnished this morning 
by the Commissioner of Immigration in his last report, it will be 
found that the number of women who come into this country as 
immigrants is very inconsiderable compared with the men who 
come as immigrants. There are two tables in this report which 
show the increase or decrease of male and female immigration 
during the years 1895 and 1896. Those tables will be found upon 
page 28 of the Commissioner’s report. They show, for instance, 
that from Italy—and I take that as the country which figures most 
conspic | aoe Bey this whole question, because it is from Italy that 
there comes the most objectionable and the largest immigration— 
in 1895-1896 there came into the United States 49,980 male immi- 
a and in the same year there came 16,465 women immigrants 

rom the same country. The number of women is very inconsid- 
erable, and their coming into this country can neither debase our 
citizenship nor degrade « our labor. 

I have said that Italy furnishes the most objectionable of these 
immigrants, and [ call the attention of Senators to a very inter- 
esting table which I have just noticed on page 30 of this report. 
I have never seen the question put in so strong 
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this table. For instance, from Italy there came into the United 
States in 1895-1896, 66,445 immigrants, of whom 80,723 were illiter- 
ates, and the amount of ee oe they trough into the United 
States per capita was $8.75 ticn to that 
statement is the immigration of Gawnae stands out in 
the strongest contrast to that from Italy. From Germany there 
came into the United States in the same veer 2 24,230 immigrants, 
and out of this] number there were but 410 illiterates. Each 
one of those immi ts brought into the United pac $38.31. 
Nothing could put in str light the difference in 
tion from these two countries. This might be pursed fu = 
because it shows that from France there so a 
— of illiterate immigration; but the amount of sagen 2D 
rom France is very inconsiderable compared with tha 
ag somes 
Now President, it seems to me that this provision oo 


be confined to male immigrants. There can be or 

to our civilization or toour ee oan 
into the United States whose labor is cin its nature. I 
can coticeive of no reason except an arbitrary oné why this pro- 


vision should be extended to women, 
os will renew the amendment which the Senator froin New Jer- 
has withdrawn, so as to obtain the sense of the Setiate upon it. 
r. LODGE. Mr. President, I trust that the amendment to 
insert the word “male” will 9 pa revail. It would create the 
very division of families — the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. 
SEWELL] aims to correct by his amendment. Of course it is per- 
fectly true, as the Senator Missouri says, that the wean do 
not affect thesuffrage. Ithinkthe ithey affect very langely the q 
of citizenship in a mend uneat er way. t awnie 
seems to me to overrule all others in this considera is what I 


alluded to a few moments when I was having alittie discus- 
sion with the Senator from land (Mr. Gipson ~ that is 
the great body of the unemployed in the coun see varied 


estimates of the number of the unemployed. We differ as as to the 
causes for there ‘ey somany. That there are a great many, no 
one questions. who comes into the country is 
some of the an tage of lands owes in here. 

I will confess that I am very radical upon this question. I 
should be glad tosee immigration until bya and woman 
seeking work in this country have employment. certainly 
work for low wages, and the lines of work for which they com 
are overcrowded. I think that that which makes it dedeahl @ to 
exclude the male a makes it just as desirable to exclude 
the female imu.i The illiteracy test is simply an effort to 
adopt a test whic shail restrict immigration, lower the number of 
immigrants coming Sea oaere and do it by shutting out the 
most undesirable all persons who can not read and 
write are undesirable, no one ‘ill contend. No form of exclusion 
can be perfectly accurate, but it comes a3 near to it as any test. 
If Senators take the trouble to read the very careful analysis 
made in the report of the committee they will, i , find what I 
say on that point justified. 

is test, if it soem seen Saas Oe eee ee 
have shut out 75,000 nts, accordin, g to the last report of 
the Commissioner of Imm f sufficient argument 
for me. I do not see how it can be advicable to add constantly to 
the volume of the employed in this country in that direct way. 
It is simply taking in the unemployed of other countries. 

That the bill is moderate in the view of most i nd 
interested, is shown by the petitions which I have on my desk 
which I will have printed with the remarks I am now 

Here I have the resolutions of the Protective Labor Union of 
New York, sent to me by J. E. Bausch, in which they say: 


Whereas it appears that notwi the pre of trade 
and industry, and the enforced idleness of over et of wee Lge 
ple, alien eye mene oe pene tan to our shores in numbers; 

Whereas the effect of th itfon of these newly ved must 
surely be to inflict great | and misery upon our 
by lowering the wages of some and by depriving others of empioyment 


ther: Therefore, 
o Be it es eS 7 
immigration 


he pesreas the Lodge-Corliss bill to restrict 

oun Additional legislation to limit the mane of seieee to to 50,000 

a a year, and to establish a board for the distribution of to consist 
ten members, to be selected from the various 

said board shall have poze P Cistribute peatigrenty are not 


already overcrowded wi borers, and_to oe —— taking the 
places ve opine bainibe ey or st fortnd emp heathen oc current rate of wages, and 
return all immigrants who fail to ee ee Se ee 
their arrival to the oounery from whence 
Third. An amendment to the a iaw tt that ye xelude actors, 
rofessional singers, mui all others engaged in “theatrical per- 
ormances, cuniieg here under eae 
New Yor«, November 22, 1896. 
DEAR Str: The resolutions herein mentioned were a subject-matter for 
unanimously 


discussion at our meet held on above and same were 
indorsed by the Central Labor Union of New York. 


big dor J. E. BAUSOH, Secretary. 


That is one of the labor organizations from which I have lately’ 
received a petition. 


A 





a is the resolution of the Glass Bottle pee Saetion, 
with headquarters in They demand the 0 
a law “absolutely prohibiting all immi ion of any in d, sex, 
character, or nationality whatever for space of five years.” 


ith os olmarves Was} the develops ae 
immigrant who lands upon our 
prosperity of our people, occupying a 
or enacted to correct this con- 
‘proven or ve efficacious: Therefore, 
we call upon our tatives 


enact a law 
character, or 


I have here a list of the labor organizations and wage earners of 
America who have. adopted resolutions iction of 
immigration, which have been sent to me: Carpen i 
ers of America, General some of the Knights of Labor, Pro- 
tective Labor Union of New Y a Labor Union of 
New York City, Farmers’ Congress at unior Order 
United American Mechanics of New Jersey, es and Labor 
Assembly of Ohio, Makers’ International Union of Detroit. 

I have also the ution passed by the Massachusetts house of 
representatives in the spring of 1895: 

Resolution relative tc the restriction of immigration. 

Whereas the laws of the Uni 
landing on our eeieuaen tee of thes : ante Seale 
for admission to comnney by reason of 
“ewan immigration of recent years has — 
coripetition in tnt inber emacs by the introtuotion es 
ing degraded incompatible with the 


Whereas the immediate Seton of mebionetien of laws for the further 
: stricter of. isnecessary for the 
— of our national character, institutions, and standards of living: ‘There- 


ore, 

Be it resolved, That the ——— respectfully upon the Congress of the 

United States importance furthe 

States the importance of the carly it of laws for the r 

is resolution was indorsed by the Boston Clothing Cutters 

and Trimmers’ Union; International Brotherhood of Bookbinders, 
Local No. 16, and the Atlantic Coast Seamen’ ion. 

Strong measures for restriction arealso advocated by the National 
Association of Hat Makers of the United States (New York, Jan- 
uary 25, 1895); Brockton Branch of the Lasters’ tective Union 
of America (1,100 members); S..W. Emery, 
experiment station, Bozeman, Mont.; Thorson, secretary 
of state of South Dakota, Pierre, 8. Dak.; J. H. Brigham, president 
directors Ohio penitentiary, Delta, Ohio; Connecticut branch 
American Federation of Labor, Hartford (October 14, 1896), and 
James H. Mills, commissioner of agriculture, labor, and industry, 
Helena, Mont. : 

The educational test has been indorsed by the Boston Chamber of 
Commerce, January 22, 1896; Horseshoers’ International Union, 
Buffalo, May 30, 1896; common council and mayor of Duluth, 
Minn.; John M. Haines, secretary Idaho Immigration Association, 
Boise, Idaho; Sewell Davis, a mining and immi- 
ee committee, Butte, Mont.; S. W. Narre. , secretary 

uth Dakota I tion Association; D. R. McGinnis, secre- 
tary Northwestern gration Association, St. Paul, Minn,; 


Sixth Congressional immigration convention, Aitkin, Minn., March 
17 and 18, 1896, 

Here I have also the resolutions of the Journeymen Tailors’ 
Union of Bloomington, Il. 

Now, Mr. President, I have read these lists and resolutions — y 
to show the Senate that the demand from the people who feel in 
daily life this competition goes far beyond anything the pending 
bill proposes. The people gathered in our great cities without 
employment, who see a constant stream of the unemployed of 
other nations pouring in, know that that is one direct form of com- 
petition with them. They 5 teal as to other policies in other 
respects, as to the tariff and the currency questions, but there is 
no doubt that they are all united to-day in feeling that this unre- 

i competition of the unemplo of other lands should be 

revented. t it affects them, and affects them badly, noone can 
houbt. It is perfectly plain that if there are unemployed here and 
you pour in additional unemployed constantly, you add to the 
chance all thetime that our own unemployed will remain as they are. 
That, to me, is the controlling reason for this legislation. That is 
why it makes no difference in my mind whether it be the competi- 
tion with the labor of women or the competition with the labor of 
men. I think at this period we ought to do something to check it. 

On the question of the quality of citizenship I had the honor 
to submit to the Senate some time ago all that I theught it desir- 
able to say on that most important point. But, Mr. President, I 
trust that the Senate, without delay, will deal with these amend- 
ments and will pass the bill, for with those of us who have exam- 
ined it most closely I can assure you, sir, there is no doubt of the 

ressing need of such laws or the great benefit they will be. I 
ent that the amendment to insert the word ‘‘ male ” will not be 
adopted. 1 think the amendments of the Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. SEWELL] cover all that it is necessary to cover in 
that regard, and I think that the insertion of the word ‘‘ male” 
will merely take away from the force and scope of the bill, none 
too great in my judgment at this time. 

Mr. CHAN DLER. Mr. President, I think if the Senator from 
Missouri will consider the facts and the sy ne and the char- 
acter of the bill as it stands, he will not feel inclined to insist 
upon his amendment. In the first place, the Senator will realize 
that the proportion of males to females among immigrants is not 
so much greater. On the first page of the Commissioner's report 
the Senator will find that for the present year the total immigra- 
tion was 343,267. Two hundred and twelve thousand four hun- 
dred and sixty-six were males; 130,801 were females. There were 
180,000 females to 212,000 males, and in the previous year there 
were 109,520 females to 149,016 males. If there is an evil to bs 
corrected by adopting an intelligence test for admission there is 
not such a difference between the number of males coming and 
the number of females coming as to justify the distinctjon which 
the Senator wishes to make by which illiterate males are to be 
—o and illiterate females are to be admitted. 

e Senator has assumed that the principal object in requiring 
that immigrants shall read and write their own language is in 
order that we may have intelligent voters in this Republic, and 
he assumes that that rule does not apply to women. I beg to call 
the Senator’s attention to the fact that the cause of female suffrage 
is rapidly growing in this country, and that in the Western States 
at the recent election a vast number of votes of women was cast. 
Therefore, the distinction which the Senator is making, if it is a 
good one, is rapidly disappearing. If I were to have my choice 
as to requiring the absence of illiteracy from only one class, I 
would insist upon it that the women who come here, the girls of 
whom the Senator speaks, shall be compelled to learn to read and 
write before they come, and would allow the male citizens to come 
without that qualification. : 

Mr. President, this not a severe bill. Icall the attention of the 
Senator from Missouri to the fact that it will not keep out any- 
one. Anybody can come who chooses, if he will only delay his 
coming until he learns to read and write his own language. It 
only requires persons of suitable age and physically capable to 
learn to read and write, and a man or a woman or a child who 
wants to come here can simply delay coming long enough to learn 
the rudiments of education. I ask the Senator from Missouri if 
that is a very severe qualification. It will not make a difference 
of over three months in the coming of any human being otherwise 
entitled to come. Whyshould not that be required of the females 
as well as the males who come? 

A man is not the tutor of his own children. It is the mother 
who teaches the children. The children of this country do not 
learn to read and write in the schools. They learn to read and 
write by the family fireside. And whoistheteacher? Themother. 
Where is the greatest danger from illiteracy in the families of this 
country? Mr. President, it is in the illiteracy of the mother. If 
the father can read and write and the mother can not, the children 
will grow up in ignorance. But if the mother can read and write 
she teaches her children to read and write in the sanctity of her 
home. With this requirement as to the women who come here 
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we may be sure that the little children who grow up in the fami- 
lies of the immigrants will learn to read and write, not because 
the laws of the country compel education, as the laws of many of 
the States do, but because through the pride and the love and 
affection of the alien mothers who come here their children will be 
taught the elements of education, which will make them good men 
and women, and which will make not the voters of this genera- 
tion, perhaps, but the voters of the next generation, whether they 
be all males or whether they be males and females alike, intelli- 
gent and fit to exercise the suffrage in this Republic of ours. 

Mr. President, | repeat that this is a very mild bill indeed, be- 
cause it only requires that persons desiring to come to this country 
shail delay coming long enough to have every person who wants 
to come, every member of every family which is coming, qualified 
to read. and write the English language, or the native lan 

I understand that the national conventions of both itical 
parties declared in favor of a restriction of immigration. If Iam 
wrong, no one is so competent to correct me as present occu- 

ant of the chair [Mr. Hi. in the chair}, who is thoroughly 

amiliar with the platforms of all the various political i 
which made nominations during the late canvass. [Laughter.] 
I am quite sure that the Republican party, which supported Mr. 
McKinley, and one of the parties that supported Mr. Bryan de- 
clared in emphatic language, in the interest of the labor of this 
country and the interest of the general welfare of the country, in 
favor of the restriction o? immigration. I hope that the Senator 
from Missouri will not be the first to come into this Chamber and 
set the exampie of a vivlation by the great political parties repre- 
sented in this Chamber of the pledges of the platforms upon which 
they sought to obtain power over the people. 

Mr. PASCO. It seems to me, Mr. President, that the lan 
of the amendment as offered by the Senator from New Jersey [Mr 
SEWELL] is very objectionable in many points; and I desire to call 
his attention and that of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
LopGE}, who bas charge of the bill, to it. 

In the first place, there is an exception as to aged persons. That 
is in the language of the bill, however. Surely there ought to be 
something more definite than the word ‘‘aged.” Some limit of 
ought to be fixed, or something more definite ought to be stated in 
the bill, so thai those who have control of the matter may know 
just exactly how to apply the law. 

Mr. SEWELL. The Senator from Florida is nowreading from 
the text of the bill as reported. 

Mr. PASCO. That is the first objection I have to make. The 
next covers a point which is included in the amendment of the 
Senator from New Jersey. I understand that he adds after the 
words ‘‘or child” the words ‘“‘or wife.” That, taken in connec- 
tion with the previous text, means a wife who is an aged person 
or a minor, and it would prevent the admission of a minor or a 
wife unless she were an aged person. Certainly the Senator from 
New Jersey can not intend to exelude wives unless they come 
under those two classes. s 

Mr. SEWELL, I will state to the Senator that the object of 
the amendment is to jet the wife in. She was excluded before. 

Mr. PASCO. I understand the Senator proposes to add the 
words ‘or child or wife.” 

Mr.SEWELL. ‘Child or wife.” 

Mr. PASCO. That would mean a wife who is an person 
eraminor. I suggest that all that language be stricken out, in 
order to cover what the Senator from New Jersey desires and also 
what the Senator from Massachusetts is willing to concede. 

Mr.SEWELL. If the Senator will continue the reading he will 
find that the language is, ‘child or wife of an admissible immi- 

mt.” 

Mr. PASCO. Iam reading theamendment. Thelanguage will 
be as follows if the amendments are adopted: 

All persons over 14 years of age who can not read and write the 
ef their native country or some other language, except that an person 
or minor not so able to read and write who is the parent or grandparent or 


child or wife of an admissible immigrant may accompany or be sent for by 
such immigrant. 


vee pam must be an aged wife or a minor, if that language is 
t 


a“ \ 
r. CHANDLER. That is very clear. 

Mr. PASCO. And we do not wish toexclude wives who are not 
aged persons, and minors. I suggest that the language read as 
follows after the word ‘‘ except,” in the ninth line: 

All perce over 14 years of age who can not read and write the 
of their native country or some other language, except that the wife or par- 
ent or child of an admissible immigrant, not so able to read and write, may 
accompany or be sent for by such immigrant. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator from Florida will pardon me, he 
should also include the case of grandparents; that is, if a grand- 
child sends for a grandparent in loco parentis. 

Mr. PASCO, The Senator is right. That can be put in also, 

Mr. HOAR. Yes, put that in, too. 


t or child ”"-— 
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Mr. CHANDLER. ‘Of an admissible immigrant.” 
Mr. PASCO. Yes; “of an admissible - 
Mr. CHANDLER. While the 


will then if there is a t 10-year-old ina that 
comes, that ‘sin wea tstuoe’in cil Gin cect at tee ee 


ate members of the family, the and mother, although they 
may be 25, 30, or 40 of ' is not the Sena- 
ren years of age. certainly 


oun Does not that same objection exist to the text of 


Mr. CHANDLER. By no means. 


is difficult to fix an age, and itis open to be decided by 
pms oF edo ya @ person who is a parent or a grand- . 
pues is ‘ & cent eee, eee ee te 
learn to and write; a parent might not be; and the 

statute simply that he shall be an aged person. The ; 


text, which i the honor to in the last Congress to the 
Senate as an under head, is, it seems to me, the 
only safe text to you can not a an illiteracy 


Mr. PASCO. Does not the same objection exist to the text of 
= ag ~ os calls ne ie oh an 
not. It leaves the question who is an aged person open to the 
inspector of immigration. 

r. PASCO. t does the Senator say with reference to the 
limitation of a wife to an old woman or a minor child? 


Mr. SEWELL. Will the Senator from Florida read in conneo- 
tion with the text what he ‘ 


proposes? 
Mr. PASCO. The textasI propose to amend itreadsas follows: 


All persons over l4 years of who can not read and write the language 
ot thar uatbee . 


. naee angu asi wens erent 
or grand or child immigrant may accom- 
pany or = sent for by immigrant. ; : . 


Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the Senator again if he is serious in 
advocating the proposition that if there is one bright ehild in 
6 Sty e may bring in his father and mother and everyone 


e 

Mr. PASCO. I think that is ano ion which should be obvi- 
ated, but it is not an objection that I introduced into the amend- 
ment. It was there before Isuggested any change. Ifthe Senator 
from New Hampshire can suggest any words that can avoid that, 
let him make the instead of the criticism. 
ae I will accept the suggestion of the Senator from 

orida. 

Mr. VEST. Let me ask the Senator from Florida a question, if 
he pleases, Mr. President, 

r. PASCO. Certainly. 

Mr. VEST. Under the language of the amendment, as I under- 

stand him to read it now, would not a child 25 or 30 years old be 


sent for who could not read or write? Does a cease to be a 
child of another at any particular age? 

Mr. PASCO. Senator is still cri the bill as it stood 
before I made the su: is an also to the 
amendment offered by Senator New ersey. That can 
be easily remedied by inserting the word “minor” before the 


word “ child,” if that is desired. 
Mr. VEST. That might be. The way it stands now the immi- 


stent cgay ent ee ee ee ee 
Mr. PASCO. That was the language which accepted by 
Massachusetts. 


Mr. PALMER. I wish to whether in any of the amend- 


inquire 
at ata the words “‘over 14 years of age” have been 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those words have not been 
Mr. LODGE: No; those words have not been changed. 
Mr. PALMER. I move to strike out the words “‘ over four- 


Mr. LODGE. I believe the amendment now pending is the one 
ered by the Senator from Missouri. 
G OFFICER. That is the first amendment in 


, seems to me a very objectionable one indeed. Ht appears to me 
Mr. PASCO. So as to read ‘‘except that the wife or parent or areas eet mye 


n 
Mr. HOAR. ‘Or grandchild,” 


ee 
e ages of 18 and 21. A large portion of 










owe aaereiectt ae ates See 


aw: * 
yy . 
pepe <3 sermcremnccenamene emcee te 















































aac Mt oe 





















































8 BROT 
































ee _ ° en 
SLR a, seat aise bea 











































































EE =~ syespeemen 
ase ip ope cao ek SADT AE LAELIA SEE I I ALLE IE AS RE 







Z Ly 
Liar er ore 


Julius G. Lay, of the District of Columbia, to be consul of the 
United States at Windsor, Ontario, to which office he was appointed 
during the last recess of the Senate, vice Marshall P. ‘Thatcher, 
recalled. 

Thomas Willing Peters, of Wyoming, formerly commercial 
agent at Plauen, Germany, to be consul of the United States at 
that place, to which office he was appointed during the last recess 
of the Senate. 

George Sawter, of Connecticut, formerly commercial agent at 
Glauchau, Germany, to be consul of the United States at that 
place, to which office he was appointed during the last recess of 
the Senate. 

Samuel M. Simmons, of Texas, to be consul of the United States 
at Piedras Negras, Mexico, to which office he was —— dur- 
ing the last recess of the Senate, vice Jesse W. Sparks, deceased. 

Sie F. Valls, of Louisiana, to be consul of the United States 
at Matamoras, Mexico, to which office he was appointed during 
the last recess of the Senate, vice John B. Gorman, 4 

Horace L. Washington, of Texas, to be consul of the United 
States at’ Alexandretta, Syria, to which office he was appointed 
during the last recess of the Senate, Henry Ballantine, who was 
previously appointed, having declined to accept the office. 

Paul Wiesike, of Texas, to be consul of the United States at 
Managua, Nicaragua, to which office he was ro during 
the last recess of the Senate, vice Charles H. Wills, deceased. 


Executive nominations received by the Senate December 10, 1896. 


COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE. 


William St. John Forman, of Illinois, to be Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, to succeed Joseph S. Miller, resigned, 


COLLECTORS OF INTERNAL REVENUE, 


John C. Kelley, of New York, to be collector of internal reve- 
nue for the First district of New York, in place of Ernest Nathan, 


<a ; 
illiam Crow McCreery, of Missouri, to be collector of internal 
revenue for the First district of Missouri, in place of Charles 
Speck, deceased. 

ASSAYER, : 

Francis F. Clausseng of Louisiana, to be assayer of the mint of 
the United States at New Orleans, La., in place of A. M. Dela- 
valde, deceased. 

COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 


William H. Cooper, of Delaware, to be collector of customs for 
the district of Delaware, in the State of Delaware, to succeed 
George L. Townsend, whose term of office has expired by limita- 
tion. 

Hiram P. Mackintosh, of Massachusetts, to be collector of cus- 
toms for the district of Newburyport, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, reappointed, his former commission having expired by 
limitation. 

ASSISTANT COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 

Michael I. Fagen, of New Jersey, to be assistant collector of 
customs at Jersey City, N. J., in the district of New York, in the 
State of New York, to succeed John Ramsey, removed, 

PROMOTIONS IN REVENUE-MARINE SERVICE, 


John I. Bryan, of Kentucky, to be a second assistant engineer 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed 
W. E. Maccoun, promoted. 

George C. Farkell, of Pennsylvania, to be second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed 
J. E. Dorry, promoted. 

First Lieut. Henry B. Rogers, of Massachusetts, to be a captain 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, in place of 
John Braun, deceased. 

James D. Newton, of New York, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed 
George B. Maher, promoted. 

George H. Paul, of Wisconsin, to be a second assistant engineer 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed 
Carl M. Green, promoted. 

C, Gadsden Porcher, of Virginia, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to suc- 
ceed Charles A. McAllister, promoted. 

Warwick J. Sedgwick, of New York, to be a second assistant 
engineer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, in 
place of H. A. Seymour, deceased. 

Frank G. Snyder, of New York, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenne-Cutter Service of the United States, to suc- 
ceed Horatio N. Wood, promoted. 

Waller Taylor, of Florida, to be a second assistant engineer in 
the Revenne-Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed H. C. 
Henshaw, placed on waiting orders. ; 

John B. Turner, of New York, to be a second assistant engineer 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed 
Z. W. Zastrow, promoted. 


Levin T. Jones, 






ant surgeon in the Marine-Hospi 


December 4, 1896, during the recess of 
of the land office at Prescott, Ariz. 


1896, during ‘the recess of the 
office at Sacramento, Cal. 


Se the recess of the Senate, to be agent 


vacancy. 
James L. Cowan, of Portland 


— as agent for the of the 









SURGEONS, MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE, 
P. A. Surg. Charles E. of to be a surgeon in the 


Maine, 
Marine-Hospital Service of the United States, in place of C. 8. D, 
Pescusies, kaa 













James A. Ny , of Maryland, to be a assistant sure 
the United Beaton 


geon in the Marine-H Service of 


William J. 8. Stewart, of Ivania, to be a assist- 
Service of the United States, 
COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT OF ALASKA, 

John Y. Ostrander, of Juneau, Alaska, to be commissioner in 


and for the District of Alaska, to reside at Juneau, vice Henry W. 
Mellen, resigned. : 


PENSION AGENT. : 
Levi T. Griffin, of Detroit, Mich., who was appointed A 22, 


1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be pension agent at 
Mich., vice 


m H. Wheeler, deceased. 


SURVEYOR-GENERAL. 


Robert A. Habersham, of Portland, ., Who was appointed 
September 22, 1896, d the recess of the Renate, tobe 
general of Oregon, vice John C. Arnold, deceased, 


RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 
rge B. Cosby, of Sacramento, Cal., who was appointed 


Geo: 
saan 12, 1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be receiver of 
public 


moneys at Sacramento, Cal., vice Charles F’. Gardner, term 


ired. 
eaianie K. Kimber] orado, to be receiver of public 
moneys at Denver, Col., vies .r 


of Col 
Frank P. Arbuckle, deceased. 
REGISTERS OF LAND OFFICE, 


Patrick W. O’Sullivan, of Prescott, Ariz., who was appointed 
the Senate, to be register 


Silas Penry, of Jackson, Cal., who was appointed A 1 
Senate, to fand 


, Vice Thomas Fraser, removed. 
Joseph Smith, of Grookston, Minn. who was appointed Decem- 


ber 4, 1896, d the recess of the Senate, to be register of the 
land office at 


of the Lower Brulé Agency, in South Dakota, to fill 
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rulé Agency, the latter agency having 
changed to w Creek by the act approved June 10, 1 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


THURSDAY, December 10, 1896. 


oooh House met at 12 o'clock m., and was called to order by the 
er. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. CoupEn, 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 


proved, 
SWEARING IN OF A MEMBER. 


Mr. MEYER. Mr. Speaker, m colleague, Mr. Boatner, of the 
oe ional district of Louisiana, present, and desires to 
sworn in. 
The oath of office was then administered to Mr. Boatner. 
OWNERSHIP OF REAL ESTATE IN THE TERRITORIES. 


The SPEAKER. There being no unfinished the Clere 
will resume the call of committees, The call rests with the 
mittee on the Territories. . 


896. 


Mr. SCRANTON. 
erritories 


mittee on T. 


act entitled ‘“‘An act to 
to American 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


I am authorized by the Com- 
amend an 


ownership 


The bill was read, as follows: 
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Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to hear a portion 
of the bill as it was read. serving the right, if I can, to make 
the point of order, if I find that it is not subject to consideration 
in this hour, I should like to have an explanation from the gentle- 
man in charge, whether this bill changes the laws relative to the 

uisition tg lands by the citizen. 
e SPEA . The point of order, the Chair understands, 
is reserved. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Yes. 

Mr.CATRON. The bill makes no change whatever in the mode 
of disposing of the public lands of the United States and gives no 
right whatever to foreigners to acquire title to lands belonging to 
the United States. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I suppose, then, Mr. Speaker, that the bill is 

subject to consideration in this hour. I wanted to ascertain that, 
and there was one section of the bill that I was not able to hear 
distinctly. 
Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Speaker, I should like to have some ex- 
planation of the provisions of this bill. It seems to me there is a 
good deal more in the subject than oe at‘ first. And I espe- 
cially want to call the attention of the gentleman from Colorado 
{Mr. Be] to the provisions of the bill. 

The Populist platform, Mr. Speaker, has time and again deciared 
in opposition to the acquirement of lands in this country by aliens. 
The Territories, which, as I understand, are now clamoring for 
these changes proposed in this bill, have approved that platform at 
the last election. I should like to know what right a Delegate 
from one of these Territories, in view of the action of his people, 
has to make a modification of the laws that are now in harmony 
with the platform by his people approved? The gentleman from 
Colorado [Mr. Bei] has been entirely silent upon this subject, 
and yet this bill, I undertake to say, does wipe out practically the 
provisions of the law as now existing—prohibiting alien ownership 
of lands in the Territories—for under the forms of foraclosure pro- 
vided for in this bill the provisions of the present law are wiped out. 

And so, under the terms of a seeming loan and a pretended 
foreclosure, the provisions of the laws as they now exist—prohib- 
iting alien ownership—are to be absolutely subverted; and yet 
these gentlemen, who have gone about the country from year to 
year Cackeiee against alien ownership, insisting that that was 
one of the greatest evils the country suffers from, are now here 
acquiescing in undoing ali that has been done heretofore. The 

tleman now upon his feet, from one of the Territories, is act- 
ing in direct o ition, if he will permit me to say so, to the in- 
structions of people in the votes given at a recent election, 
sustaining this declaration of the Populist platform. I would 
like to have some explanation of the changes that have recently 
occurred that justify wiping out this fundamental principle of the 
Populist party, that has been so generally approved heretofore, 
lately, in those Territories. 

Mr. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, I am not here as the representa- 
tive of the Populist party, and hope never to be here in that ca- 
ney, The Populist y in the Territory of New Mexico is an 

ny connor rgere ere is quite a factor out there known as 
the tic party, who did in this last election unite with the 
party and gavea majority of 1,909 out of a total vote of 
37, in that Territory against the Republican party, but not 
=e the issue that the gentleman has indicated in regard to this 
. On the contrary, - party in that Territory favors the 
passage of this bill, and in the platform of every one of the par- 
ties they indorse the absolute repeal of what is known as the anti- 
alien bill, of which this bill is merely an amendment. The gen- 
tleman says this wipes it out entirely, by enabling them through 
means of mortgage to acquire property. If he will read this vill 
a little bit further he will discover that where the property is sold 
under a mortgage lien it is to be disposed of within ten years, and 
that the alien can not acquire the property. The object of this 
bill was to enable the people of the Territory to get some of the 
benefit of foreign capital which has been going to the various 
States that have refused to adopt legislation of this character, or 
who, after having adopted it, have repealed it. In the Territories 
of New Mexico, Arizona, and Oklahoma we can not yet the in- 
vestment of foreign capital to-day because no foreigner is entitled 
to hold possession or own real property; and this bill enables him 
to invest his means and to sell the property under a mortgage he 
may gang He may buy it in if he sees proper, but he can not 
hold it for a longer time than ten years, but must make a dispo- 
sition of it. The fact that the Populist party in New Mexico num- 
500 or 600, or 1,000 or 1,200, has nothing to do with this bill, 
nothing more than it has to do with the gentleman’s district in 
the State of Iowa; but the fact that we are American a, that 
we have a community who desire to progress, that we desire to 
obtain some of the means of Eastern capitalists, especially the 
cheap capital of Europe, is something that should induce Congress 
to see that we get the same benefits as anywhere else. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Iam very thankful to the gentleman for the 

admission he has made, that under the general law as it now exists 
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a certain class of capital necessary to the development of those 
Territories can not be obtained; and yet in the face of that fact 
the people of his Territory have approved a platform that has 
declared against permitting securities for a loan of that kind of 
capital. And I want to call the attention of the gentleman i 
to the fact that I have not misstated the proposition of this bill. 

Mr. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, if the gentieman will allow me 
to interrupt him, I will state that every single platform adopted 
by any es in the Territory of New Mexico favored the passage 
of this bill. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Ah, while they were upholding Populism as 
understood in the rest of the United States and the people where 
I live understand it, these gentlemen were sneaking away from the 
effects of Populism by attempting to modify it in their platform 
in their own locality, yet they voted for the party. The gentile- 
man can not deny that we are having an object lesson of the 
effect of those declarations of the platform—that the declarations 
of the platform that they support are destructive to their welfare. 
I want them to learn that they can not grow under Populism, and 
I want them further to be taught that they can not modify the 
general doctrines of Populism as they are understood in the whole 
country by the adoption of a little resolution that they sneak into 
their local platform and then vote for the Populist party upon 
the general platform. [Loud applause on the Republican side. ] 

Mr. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say to the gentleman 
that no such proposition has been ‘‘ sneaked ” into the Republican 
platform of New Mexico, and his assertion to that effect is with- 
out foundation. . 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I understand that 1 am 
called upon especially to make objection to this bill. Ido not 
know why, unless because it is presumed by some pepe that the 
Populist party is opposed to everything that is for building 
up of any country. 

A Memprr. That is about it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. That may be so in some States, but it 
is not true in the State in which I live. Weare opposed to the 
alien ownership of land—— 

Mr. HEPBURN. May I interrupt the gentleman a moment? 

Mr. BELL of Colerade. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I want to call the gentleman’s attention to a 
clause in his party’s platform: 

The land, including all the natural sources of wealth, is the heritage of the 
people and shoulki not be monopolized for speculative purposes, and alien 
ownership of land should be prohibited. 

I called upon the gentleman as an advocate of that doctrine to 
be alert in the interest of his party to prevent the passage of this 
bill. [Lanughter.} 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. Will the gentleman from Colorado 
kindly give us a definition of Populism? I would like to have it 
authentically and accurately defined so that we may not misun- 
derstand it hereafter. [{Laughter.]} 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Itseems, Mr. Speaker, thatsome of our 
friends here care but little for this bill. ow, I want to say that 
the Populist party and, I believe, the masses of the of the 
United States are in favor of holding the agricul lands of the 
United States for the people of the United States, and if that doc- 
trine is offensive to my friend from Iowa, then the Populist doctrine 
is offensive to him. 

Mr. HEPBURN. The gentleman misunderstands me. lintend 
to vote with him against this bill. [Laughter.] 

Mr. B&LL of Colorado. I am glad to hear it. I am glad to 
know that the gentleman is a good Populist in that 
[Laughter] I was on the committee on platform which this 
Mentical proposition under consideration. The ae 
that committee was that the party favored the alien o + 
of such lands as might not interfere with the ordinary icul- 
tural citizens of the United States. [Laughter.] That is, if a 
foreign corporation wants to come in and help to develop our 
mineral resources or our coal fields, or anything that the individ- 
ual citizen can not go forth and develop—if a foreign corporation 
wants to come in and develop such property, and uce a 
uct for itself, we are rfectly willing that it should do it. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Then,as I understand your 
believe in Populism in general, but do not desire to have it 
to your own locality? [Laughter.]} 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. No, sir; thatis n= correct. I believe 
in Populism in general. I believe in the individual citizen. I do 
not believe in that kind of individualism which is taught by some 
of our men in high places, who talk of individualism and then do 
everything in their power that tends to destroy individualism. 


: 
. 


We have heard individual development advoca but the very 
men in high places who have advocated individual development 
have in next breath advocated a corporate rule which de- 


stroys individualism. We Populists are opposed tothat. Weare 
opposed to this bill; and I am glad that my friend from Iowa called 
my attention to it, because I intend to oppose it. Io it not 


on the ground that aliens should not be permitted to to de- | of our resources in 
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I would like to have any man tell me where there is 
Se a 
No man can assail the 


my 
of Arizona and New Mexico. If the Populists 
caine us on that issue or any other individual issue, it is 
a national question. 
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Mr. HEPBURN. Possibly not. 

But the gentleman from New Jersey, let me say, 
ried his of this section of 
me read where he ceased to read: 

Nor to any alien who shall become a bona fide resident of the United States, 

become a bona fide resident of the United States, or 

to become a citizen of the United States in 

by law, shall have the right to acquire and iold lands 

of the United States upon the same terms as 

States: Provided, Thatif any such resident alien ceaso 

resident of the United States, then such alien snall hare ten 

ceases to be such bona fide resident in which to 

be construed to prevent any persons 

not citizens of the United State from acquiring or holding lots or parcels of 

lands in any incorpcrated or platted city. town, or village, or in any mine or 
mining claim in any of the Territories of the United States. 


Now, tically, I repeat, this law wipes out every feature that 
is vahauiie ta ao lew as it now exists, and makes provision that 
an alien can, not only in the way suggested, but through fore- 
closure proceedings, acquire title; and if he be a speculator, if he 
chooses to in a manufactured cese of foreclosure, he can 
secure a title that he can hold for years, or quite as long as any- 
one wants tohold Western lands for speculative purposes. There- 
fore, if we are to wipe out the old legislation upon this subject, 
and if these ple in the Territories are now ready to declare 
against the platforms which they supported and voted for witain 
the last two months, why that is all right; let them do so. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. ill the gentleman aliow 
me a question? 

Mr. BURN. Certainly. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Iowa if his difficulty is that this bill is not consistent with 
the ist platform; and whether he proposes to keep the Poou- 
lists consistent with their platform by law? pea. | 

Mr. HEPBURN. I think perhaps that is about the only way it 
can be done, but I am not engaged in that enterprise just now. 

ter.] Iam trying toshow those people who voted the Popu- 

ticket at the last election that they were mistaken, that they 

did not want the doctrines of that platform, that those doctrines are 

harmful to them, that they are absolutely destructive to the inter- 

ests of those Territories, and that they can not by any possibility 

develop them in the manner that they want to, within the limita- 

oa of thisyeneration, urfder those doctrines. Thatis what lwant 
to 


Mr. FLYNN. Mr. Speaker, this bill does not apply to the Ter- 
ritory which I have the honor to represent. It comes here with 
the unanimous report of the Committee on Territories. I want to 
submit to this House in this connection one question, and that is, 
Why should not the same law that governs a State with refereuce 
to the ownership of real estate also govern a Territory? 

The from Massachusetts [Mr. WaLKER] ifithe ques- 
tion which he propounded to the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Hzp- 
BURN] solved emin my mind. If you desire prosperity, 
advancement, and development to be retarded in the Territories, 
this law should remain on the statute books. My judgment is 
that the a party never advocated a more nonsensical plat- 
form than the clause concerning this subject. Ido not ayree with 
the —. from Colorado 


ein 
ees If I were to define what Populism is, | would say 
not the rank and file, but the guiding stars of that party are 
Ishmaelites, with their hands raised against every man who by 
honest toil and labor seeks to accumulate a competency for himself 
and his family in the future. Populism can not prosper where 
there are development and success. Find a barren region where 
nothing but a buzzard can thrive—and a buzzard can thrive on 
that is about to be alive, it must be decaying. leaving 
nothing but the bones—find such a region as that, and there, my 
friends, you will find the Populist party in control. I say that 
where peace and prosperity abound the Populist party can find no 
resting place. 

The rank and file of that party are honest. The party was 
made respectable by the addition of some clauses added to it by 
some other parties in the recent campaign. Men who know bet- 
ter, men who own rty, men whoare interested in the success 
and tof this country, for the purpose of striking down 
the party which had built up American institutions and Ameri- 
can industries, shook hands with Populism in order to try to 
give this nation of ours a black eye. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. ‘ Will the gentleman allow me 
~~ here to ask him a question? 

. FLYNN. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Do I understand that the defini- 
tion of Populism is different in each State and Territory. and in 
each Congressional district, and that in no two States or localities 
do rn cere as to what Populism is? 

Mr. YNN. Lam inclined to think my friend is about right, 
[ Laughter. | 


ight have car- 
bill a little further. Let 


[Mr. Bewi.] in his definition of 
have had some experience with it very recently. 


With us Populism is anything to win. 
Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. There wassome discussion between 
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a gentleman by the name of Watson, who had something to do 
with Populism, and another gentleman by the name of BUTLER, in 
the last summer, which has mixed me very much as to just what 
Populism is. a. 

Mr. FLYNN. That calls to my mind, Mr. Speaker, a definition 
of Populism which was circulated, not in my district, but in an 
adjoining one, when the late Vice-Presidential candidate on the 
Populist ticket, Mr, Watson, was starring the country. I hold 
in my hand a handbill which was printed and circulated, advis- 
ing the people to come out and hear him, and giving the reasons 
for it. I think it contains a good definition of what Watson and 
Populism stand for. I will ask the Clerk to read it. 

‘he Clerk read as follows: 
Tom Watson, Populist candidate for Vice-President, will address the peo- 
»le at the depot in Baxter Springs, Kans., Saturday evening, October 17, at 
Bas p. m. Leading Populists will accompany him. He comes with i 
train on Pullman palace coach, with dining car, glee clubs, and brass band. 
Every Populist should turn out and hear Populism discussed from a simon- 
pure Populistic standpoint. 
Tom Watson is the only Populist on the national ticket. Heis the only 


candidate in sympathy with the toiling masses. Hi candidate 


e is the onl 
not under the influence of the plutocrats, trusts, combines, and humbugs. 


Tom Watson is the farmers’ friend and favors subtreasuries, Government 
ownership of railroads, stay laws, public warehouses, greenbacks, free silver, 
free trade, free riot, and the Ocala platform. 

Tom Watson is the enemy of plutocracy and opposed to corporations, 
supreme courts, Federal soldiers, syndicates, sound money, robber tariffs, 
money loaners, and all stall-fed gold-standard sap suckers. 

Tom Watson is the only legitimate nominee of the Populist national con- 
vention and the only man entitled to the Populist vote of the State of Kansas. 

Tom Watson is the only real orator and statesman on the ticket. Turn 
out and hear him orate. 


Democratic decoy-ducks, Republican rooters, and Populist hoboes owned 
by Sewal!, the millionaire plutocrat, are ae, invited 


ORDER COMMITTEE. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Will the gentleman allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. FLYNN. Certainly. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Do you not know asa matter of fact 
that that literature was got out by Paul Vanderveer, who was in 
the employ of the Republican party and was employed by the 
Pacific Railroad Company? Do you not know that that was 
charged in our Populist papers, and thatthe Populists repudiated 
that circular? Do you not know that as a fact? 

Mr. FLYNN. Are you ready now for me to answer? 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Yes. 

Mr. FLYNN. I never heard of Mr. Vanderveer, and am here 
to say that I do know the man who got out this handbill. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Was he notin the interest of the Van- 
derveer movement? 

Mr. FLYNN. No, he was not. I want to say further that the 
Populists took great pride and delight in the circulation of that 
handbill as enunciating their principles. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Did Mr. Watson appear on that occa- 
gion? 

Mr. FLYNN. He was fortunately, I understand, taken ill. 
[Laughter. 

Mr, BELL of Colorado.. Do you ‘not know as a matter of fact 
that the Populist party in the State of Nebraska, through itsorgan- 
ization, repudiated Mr. Vanderveer? : 

Mr. FLYNN. Whois Vanderveer? I never heard of him. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. He was the man eo this 
literature. He had this car, and it was claimed he it from 
the Pacific Railroad er and these men were employed at 
the expense of the Republican party. 


Mr. FLYNN. Are you through with your ee 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Oklahoma yielded for a 
question. 

Mr. FLYNN. I yielded for a question, and desire to be cour- 
teous to the late Populist candidate for Speaker of this House. 
{Laughter. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. I am obliged for that. 


Mr. FLYNN. I would like to have a question and not a speech. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Well, will you now let me ask youa 
question? - 

Mr. FLYNN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. May I state a fact? — laughter. ] 

Mr. FLYNN. I decline to yield further, for the simple reason 
that it is tar; ecw eng to get at the facts from a Populist 

ughte 


“ 


standpoint. } r 

Mr, WILLIAM A. STONE. Will the gentleman yield to me 
for a question? , 

Mr. FLYNN. LI yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Will you let me get through with the 
question? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Oklahoma has yielded to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

eo! pie of Colorado (toMr. FLYNN). Do you decline to yield 
to me 

Mr. FLYNN. You were trying to state a Populist fact. 
[Laughter. 


Mr, BELL of Colorado. Then you want no more? 


-| to be inadvisable for him to 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, inasmuch as the 
Populist party had undertaken to do gp Be they have 
never done before, namely, state a fact, I hope the gentleman will 


yield. Pe hter.] 
Mr. F YNN, I merely want to say that that is not a question. 
Mr. BELL of Colorado. I want to ask the gentleman from 
Oklahoma if he will permit me—— 
Mr. FLYNN. Not to state a fact. 


Mr. BELL of Colorado (continuing). To ask him a question. 
Mr. FLYNN. Certainly. 

Plauplstany; dhat Aer. Veniiavous ores te ckuhge 48 fone semua 
au r], that Mr. Vanderveer was in c 

published in this circular? 
Mr. FLYNN. I do not. 


Mr. BELL of Colorado. Then allow me to ask you if it is not 

a fact that Mr. Watson never appeared in answer to any of these 
ee of oo —_ = en aihite 

ee YNN. lLIunderstand, Mr. Speaker, from pu press 

that the executive committee in charge of Mr. Watson deemed it 


a ; 
Mr. BELL of Colorado. ar is ask you another question? 

Mr. FLYNN. Call the limit—how many? 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Yes; I want to get you right, if you 
want to be right. I was present in that part of the country and 

g of these meetings. I want to ask you 
these meeting were had under the a of a class of men that 
called themselves ‘‘ middle-of-the-road Populists,” and were against 
the er Populist organization? 

Mr, FL . Mr. Speaker, I want to say this—that the 
honest pig cet the a eee Sicaken The 
men in the party w ve set princi: ve office 
the “‘ middle-of-the-road P , 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. whose employ were they? 

Mr. FLYNN. The leaders, who wanted office, were ape 
Fopelist pasty. [hood apyloun cn tua ipeaieneaiied: 

opulist y. ud applause on ua . 

Mr. BELL. of dplorade May I ask you another question? 

Mr. FLYNN. I want to say to this House if desire—— 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I want to call the atten of the gentle- 
man from Oklahoma to the fact that there seems to be some con- 
fusion about what is Populism and what is not; and inasmuch as 


Fs 


I believe in getting information on a point like that from the 
highest authority, and seeing present here a gentleman who was 
at the birth of the Populist its birth- 


place was 
not be willing to give way to the gentleman from Georgia . 
ee, t laughter. ] : 
Mr. FL . Mr. , I decline to give way at this time. 
I want to say to the House, in all serleaeness, Gast pou Gale 
prosperity in the Territories and in the Western States you 
ge those Pa ity to 
all, as I understand it, that this bil 
unanimously rted by the Committee : 
ought to pass. y should not a man, whether his 
is here or elsewhere, have a right to purchase real estate in 
zona or New Mexico, as well as in the State of New York or any 
oe Pah mtiptemerely Ae ohie  w hema 
of prosperi shine upon those portions coun 

of Dill will be a step in that direction. va 
ness, I hope the House will consider the en ae 
of view. T believe this is proper legislation. I believe ae 
= in our — that 

upon 
rivilege of purchasing and holding real estate in our Terri 
Ff tuoy desins to ti 0, to & ploak: eaten 
ee ee tS ee eee 


: 


i. GG. Will the gentleman permit a question about the, 
Mr. FLYNN. Certainly. 

Mr. QUIGG. I wish the gentleman would his own theory 
of what the real p of this billis. Itis en “An act to 
restrict the own of real estate by aliens,” but, as I read it, 
it seems to be an act to confirm the of aliens. 


Mr. CATRON. I think if the gentleman atten- 
tively he will find that this bill is an amendment to a prior act 
the ownership of real estate by aliens, The 
Dill, which was passed in 1887 absolutel 


prohibited foreigners 
in the Territo- 
Son enfdees succes ty teen 
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they are bona fide residents of the 
may acquire real estate and hold it d 


Terri the time of 
their ence there and be allowed ten years after leave the 
Territory in which to dispose of their real estate. bill also 
permits the foreigner to invest his money, by of aloan secured 


act so that foreigners, when 


has to be sold under the mort- 

he is allowed ten years in which to 
of it. Unless he a permanent resident of the Ter- 
ritory he can not hold real estate ae he goes away 
he is allowed ten years within w to it. The law of 1887 
contained no such provision, and this bill modifies it in that re- 
k aoe ee oe invitation to foreign capitalists to 
come into our Territories and develop their resources, so that we 
may progress. tlemen here seem to think that we “— 
to be denied this tion because we did not vote the Republi- 
can ticket at the last election. I would like to ask them this ques- 
tion: If we had voted the Republican ticket at that election would 


Son eee the p 
and the lender buys it in 


that fact have been a argument in favor of this bill? I re- 
t, the object of bill is to advance the prosperity of the 
Merritories and their resources. ; 
Mr. FLYNN. Mr. er, I desire to treat my colleague, the 
late Populist candidate for Speaker, fairly. I may not have 


stated fully all that he thinks ought to be stated with reference to 
the Populist party, but I will endeavor to make up for the omission. 
I am requested to have read from the Washington Post of this 
morning a letter from Mr. Watson to Mr. BuTLER. I have not 
read the letter myself, but as both those gentlemen have been 

generally as high Populist authorities, I will ask the 
Clerk to read it now. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the letter. 

Mr. JO N of California Sa arehy “gy the reading). Mr. 
Speaker, I make the point of order that it is unparliamentary to 
have read here an attack on a member of another body who can 
not defend himself here. I am not a member of the Populist 
party, but I do not think it is to have read on this floor an 
attack u a member of the te, a coordinate branch of Con- 
e-. t seems to me that it is hty poor taste to have that 

tter read here, and besides I believe it is out of order. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, the article does not refer to the 
duties of the gentleman as Senator, or to his action in that 


ity, but only to his action as an individual. 
? The SPEAKER. No. lt does not refer, either, to the bill un- 


der discussion. anaes) The Chair sustains the point of 
order. The from Oklahoma has the floor. 
Mr. FL . Well, Mr. Speaker, I had not read the letter. I 


was merely endeavoring, in as brief and pointed a way as possible, 
$0 deve Wane Populism really is, and I have nothing further to 
say on that point. I trust, however, that the House will consider 
favorably tae ding, bill, which the Committee on Territories 
has recoramen: will enact it into law. 

Mr. SCRANTON. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The amendments recommended by the committee were a 

The question béing on ord the bill to be engrossed and read 
a third time, there were—ayes 60, noes 73. 

Mr. SCRANTON. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused: only ei t members voting 
therefor; so the House refused to order to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. HEPBURN, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the House refused to order the bill to be engrossed was 
laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call. 

INTOXICATING LIQUORS IN THE CAPITOL. 


\ when the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds was ). I call up the bill (H.R.7083) to prohibit 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol building, and for 


ithe bill ves takll. 06 Melbows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That hereafter it shall be 
to otherw 


wful for an rson or 
sell, dispense. 7 


, or ise dispose phonioating f 
Rind, or any cmperae or tion thereof, either in the deat ul ding 
ee OS Columbia, of upon any part of the public grounds upon 


Ww ‘ 
Sec. 2. That any violation of this act shall be deemed a misdemeanor, and 


be vg shall, for each separate offense, be punished by a fine not 


The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 


“Sno. 3 That the cal the i of bia 
j . exercising criminal 


“ae shall have jurisdiction of all violations of this act.” 
. MORSE. I ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. Morsz) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, to whom was referred 
ee ae A bill to forbid the sale of intoxicating drinks 


* have had it under consideration, and 
the same the endati 
< = ted aeerreeeneen 
our committee are that sale of intoxicating drinks 
the restatrant or restaurants = 


in 
the National Capitol is unseemly, unsuitable, 
and respectable number of the citizens of the 


States, and is a just cause of public scandal. Your committee are o 
ion that the sale of intoxicating drinks in the National Capitol shou) 
be en ¥ prohibited, and do therefore recommend that the bill pass, with 
the following additional section: 
“Sec. 3. That the courts of the District of Columbia exercising criminal 
jurisdiction shall have jurisdiction of all violations of this act.” 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts is recog- 


Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I do not desire to discuss this bill 
at any length. It is self-explanatory. Suffice it to say that the 
sale of strong drink in the national Capitol gives offense to a 

and growing number of the citizens of this great Republic. 
Thesaloon in the Capitol is a cause of public scandal. Thousands— 
es, millions—of our citizens regard the saloon as the evemy of 
Goa and man, as the awful maelstrom and whirlpool that destroys 
the body and soul. The saloon is responsible for a large percent- 
age of the pauperism, crime, and insanity and a large amount of 
the taxation of thecountry. Mr. Speaker, there is at this very hour 
assembled in this city a convention of the National Anti-Saloon 
League. The delegates are from every section of our country. I 
believe they are as august and honorable a body of earnest men 
and women as ever assembled in this city. They have uttered 
protest loud and long against what they term this national dis- 
grace, and I believe it is therefore an opportune time to pass this 
while this great convention is in session. The passage of this 
bill will give joy and satisfaction to thousands—yes, millions—of 
our countrymen and countrywomen. The Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, that great sisterhood that spans the continent 
and the world, has lifted up its voice in petition and in protest 
against this national disgrace, and let me tell the Democratic and 
Republican ies in this House that they can spike a Popuiist 
gan by passing this bill. Their speakers on the stump and their 
terature have much to say, and much that is not true, about the 
sale of intoxicants in this itol building and the personal habits 
ofthe members. Some members of the House who themselves use 
intoxicants to some extent have expressed to me the belief that a 
saloon in the Capitol is unseemly and improper, and I trust they 
will vote with us for the passage of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, my observation is that these bars are patronized 
very little by members of Congress; and my observation, Mr. 
Speaker, is, during the eight years I have thon, Guay that for char- 
acter, integrity, virtue, and sobriety, the 357 men who compose 
this House will compare favorably with the same number of men 
in any — or place on the face of God’s green earth. The mem- 
bers of this House have been charged, for political purposes, with 
insobriety and drunkenness. It is a vile slander. During the 
eight years I have been here I have seen but one intoxicated 
member of Congress. The patrons of this bar are largely and 


the 


cipally outsiders and employees of the House; colored men 
ve frequently been seen drinking at the House restaurant; 
‘there is no inction on account of race, color, or previous 


condition of servitude ”"—any man who has the money can have 
We owe it to these people, especially the employees 

of this House, to remove this temptation, and to my mind that is 
another strong reason why this bill should pass. 

Mr. § er, I desire to reserve the remainder of my time, and 
I now yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
LittLe] who introduced the bill. 

Mr. Does the gentleman propose to call the previous 
question? 


Mr. MORSE. I have not moved the previous question; but 1 
propose to do so after the remarks of the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas. I do not wish to cut him off. 

Mr. LITTLE. Iam perfectly willing that the previous cues- 
tion be called now. Ido not desire to be heard unless there should 
be some —_—s to the bill. 

Mr. MORSE. Then, Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The question being taken, the amendment reported by the com- 
mittee was to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time. 

The question being taken on the passage of the bill, 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it. 

Mr. FOOTE. I call for a division. 

The question being again taken, there were—ayes 104, noes 7. 

So the bill was ; 

On motion of Mr. MORSE, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 


The call of committees proceeded. 

Mr. POWERS (when the Committee on Pacific Railroads was 
called). I call up the bill (H. R. 6398) to define the rights of 
purchasers under mort authorized by an act of Congress 
approved April 20, 1871. If I cam have the ear of the House @ 
moment, I should like to make a statement. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the bill. 
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Mr. POWERS. Before the bill is read I should like to say a 


word. 
The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the gentleman will 


roceed. 
. Mr. POWERS. Mr. § er, this bill was inadvertently re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
It should have gone to the House Calendar. There is no appro- 
priation in it whatever. I ask that the bill be considered as if on 
the House Calendar. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Let the bill first be read. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That whenever a sale of the road, equipment, lands, 
franchises, privileges, and other rights and property of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Railroad Company is made by virtues of any mastenge or other power 
authorized by act of Congress, the purchasers at. such sale, and their asso- 
ciates or assigns, shall constitute a new company, which shall have and shall 
be entitled to exercise the same rights, powers, privileges, grants, and fran- 
chises, including the franchise to be a corporation, ee by the act of 
Congress approved July 27, 1866, incorporating the Atlantic and Pacific Rail- 
road Company, and by acts amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto, 
and the incorporation as hereby ded shall be completed and become 
effective whenever the said — and their associates or assigns shall file 
with the Secretary of the Interior a certificate of incorporation hereunder, 
duly acknow ng the name of such new corporation, its presi- 
dent, and the names of its directors, the amount of a capital stock 
and bonds, not exceeding the amounts which the Atlantic and Pacific 
Railroad Company by said acts was authorized to issue, and with like effect, 

ether with certified copy of the decree or decrees ratifying such sale; but 
nothing in this act shall make such chasers and their associates or such 
new corporation liable for — debts or ciaims or contracts of the old cor- 
—— not expressly assumed in their contract of purchase at said judicial 
8. 


The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill and insert the following: 
“That whenever any mortgage made by the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad 
of the t rey 


rts, the aang Gun oie Gr union. ound uete aqpesiasener sated, 
shall constitute a new company, which shall have and shall be entitled to 


hold and possess the fra’ and property so , and to exercise the same 
rights. powers, privileges, ts. and eee eee etetin the franchise to 
a 


be anted the act of July 27, 1866, in- 
corpora’ the fiantic ont Pacific Sedvenll Gerais and by acts amenda- 
be supplemental thereto, which were owned an 
Atlantic and Pacific Company at the 

of such decree of foreclosure; and the incorporation as hereby provided shall 
be ——— ve whenev and their 
associates or s shall file with the Secretary of the Interior a certificate 
of under, duly ackno name of such 
new corpora . its president, the the amount of 
its proposed capital stock and bonds, together with certified of 
decree or decrees ratifying such sale; but nothing in this act shall make such 


not be issu 


Mr. McRAE. I make the of order that this bill—— 
Mr. DINGLEY. I should to know whether the bili in any 


way involves the interests of the United States. If it does, it can | this 


not come up under this order of business except by unanimous 
consent. 


Mr. POWERS. This charter was originally granted by Con- 


gress—— 

Mr. DINGLEY. I wish to reserve a point of order until I can 
examine the measure. 

a CAR Tueaie ip aman ak aaiine ees ahh 

. Mc rose for purpose int o' 

order: That this bill can not be considered during the m 
hour. I wish to state my reasons for making that point. 
bill : an extension of an — charter, and it involves 
the by the United States to these tors of rights 
which they have not now,and which,I think, we ought not to 


position which he takes. The whole object of this bill is, to all 
practical intents and simply to amend the original char- 
ver of this this company was chartered in 1871 


Congress provided that it might issue a ; and the lan- 
guage of the act would soem Sieavene $9 be lendiacceas 


ed except for mone: baleen 
in exchange for b cenck ot te teoll oe instead 


cover the mortgages 
of the original company, and would give them 
 toauinan 


ne ee eee 
" the right to be a 
corporation, The language is: 
bonds 
. la: Prey corporation 
toa was 
coverel by tile anutinn the enabling act of 1871. 
But, Mr. Speaker on the 
States, in a case reported in 112 U: 
another reported in 114 have held that the 
chise” is not broad en in its scope to 
bondholders, in the event of a 
selves into a new 
is simpl 
the 


The act of Congress which granted the charter to the original in- 
should be subject to the point of order, and this bill 

is . The authority to 

and finally passed from the Uni 

Stated eteash tig occa meagan 

any su 

the and this bill will have the effect 

able title—it yields all the rights of the United States. 

pany. are in no condition 

Se reud eceeatl ws ip tn hagas hacer aed 

cessor to a defunct corporation that athe 


jennie -ymabereti mee oon = sahara a the 
vernment in a single Bs corporation is dead we 
Th Sencar al this | eee en understood, is the 
e histor gran 
aves cormah list of grants of lands by 


the ot iaoad Uaockgcompenanel the forfeiture, 
. 

and to secure the and privileges accrue under 
the grant to the . It gives to them a 
right aoanee now. It them a which in 
justice t not tohave. It gives them the to secure 


manner. I 
Committee of the 


should 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. i the from Arkansas 
overlooks the proviso of the bill, wauahe 

Provided . That herein contained shall as mak- 
se eae aoe cere ae oa eee 
enforce any forfeiture of lands heretofore ‘said A 
any settler or settlers on ony of the nade eranved tothe 
ont Focths Seergnd Oonnio ns dhuay madame 
from said company. : 
eee all of these rights are reserved to the United States under 


to 


: 
: 
; 


was to the , and ’ 
ee a | 
feiture sale that the title is in the vendee. 
it te bo codbin the euslion, tite tear mat eemeamn mene 
enable 
chise, to continue the busi under Is not 
Mr. POWERS. That is all there is to it. Simply to authorize 
the holders of these lands asa 
The SPEAKER. 





strikes ve of the question. He admits that there 

was a attempted to be made by the 

original act, disposition was not made by reason of the fact 

— i that Stcidio, thts the degaahbon tees 
ow was a was 

y might make of the It strikes 


then. 
Mr. POWERS. I will withdraw the bill for the time being. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A from the Senate, by Mr. PLatr, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed bill and joint resolution of 
the following titles; in which concurrence of the House was 


tested : 
et bill (8. 1168) for the relief of the heirs of Erskine S. Allin and 
the United States i and 


Joint resolution (S. R. 162) con in force section 2 of 
the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled ‘‘ An act to section 
61 of ‘An act toreduce taxation, to revenue for the Gevern- 


ich became a law August 28, 


SENATE BILL AND JOINT RESOLUTION REFERRED. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate 
joint resolution were taken 


ment, and for other purposes,’” 
894, 


-_ 


bill and 
from the Speaker’s table and referred 


as : 
este (S. 1168) for the relief of the heirs of Erskine S. Allin and 
ne resolution (8. E. 162) contin Se — 

¢ in section 2 of 
the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled ‘“‘An act to section 
wat, eee became 

eg @ law A 28, 

1804—-to the Comanittee on and Means. — 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. , Lnow call 
Se “ Speaker, erie 
act of Congress approved April 20, 1871, Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad has 
the Senate and come over 1 believe it is i 
Calendar. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, ete., That 
Pacific Railroad Se ere ncn 
Sst peawonctir ad eer nore eee 
the eae a or 
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and possessed lant, iiatis and Pacifie Railroad Company, or said mort- 
ae of such decree cf re; and the incorporation as 
provided shall be completed and become effective whenever the said 

ond ree : tes or assigns shall a oo aw of the 

a meorporation uly acknow . Speci- 

the name of such new corporation, its president, and the names of its 

the amount of its proposed capital stock and bonds, together with 

; come ot the decree or decrees ratifying such sale; but nothing in 
make such purchasers and their associates or such new corpora- 

tion Hable for any debts or claims or contracts of the old corporation not 
im their contract of purchase at said judicial sale: Pre- 

issue of stock of such new corpora- 
tion not exceed the aggregate amount which the Atlantic anc Pacific 
y has already issued and is now ar except that 

said may issue an additional amount of stock which, with the 
stock heretofore issued, shall not exceed the gate amount heretofore 
Sa nae. and such additional stock shall not be issued except 
or < y,estimated at its actual cost value, in exchange 

stock at its a value: Provided further, That nothing herein 
contained shall be cons as making any additional grant of lands or other 
franchises to such successor corporation, or as a waiver of any rights of the 
States now existing to enforce any forfeiture of lands heretofore 
granted to the said Atlanticand Pacific Rai Company, or as in any man- 
ner affecting the vested rights of any settler or settlers on any of the lands 
heretofore granted to the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company or of any 


eS peas of said lands from said company. 
Sec. Ce, apenmapean shall at all times have the power to alter, amend, or 


McRAE. Mr. Speaker, I make the point of order against 

that, a upon the House Calendar, it should 
the Unien , and that therefore it is not properly 
House for consideration in this hour. I b-lieve I have 
all 1 enn say upon the point of order—when a like 


was 
The Chair understands that this bill is on the 


T insist that it should be on the Union Calendar. 
point of order that, although the bill is n the House 
it. should —— the bce eho mens and that = on 
proper assignment to ouse oes not give it the right 
of consideration. I think that it has been soimproperly assigned, 
beeause it relinquishes a possible right which the United States 
has to lands, ives a right to certain 1 remem under a mort- 

which they do not now , and creates a corporation. 
oar. POWERS. It relinquishes no right whatever. It simply 

ies an omission, an obvious omission, in the act of 1871. 

. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to suggest that this bill 
does give important concessions to this Foad, if its mortgage is 
anything similar to that of the Northern Pacific. It gives this 
, in this act for reorganization, large advantages which the 
Judiciary Committee of this House, in reporting a similar bill 
relating to the Northern Pacific, refused to give to that company. 
If a measure of this kind is te pass at all, it ought at least not to 
give this Atlantic and Pacific road advantages that were denied to 
the Northern Pacific. The mo e which the Northern Pacific 
Company — which the Uni tates consented to, contained 
a proviso. whenever the lands were sold they should be sold 
in certain specified bodies or tracts not exceeding certain acreage, 

intenti not to allow one purchaser to acquire large 
bodies of cdomain. It was contrary, as was supposed, 
to the policy of the United States Government. Now, that is my 
ion of it; and the Committee on the Judiciary, with the 
of that act before them, imposed quite a number of limita- 
in the act for the reorganization of the Northern Pacific that 
donotoccur in this bill. Another thing: There was a provisionin 
that act to ent the reorganized company from becoming the 
of lange bodies of coal lands It had been found, in prac- 
operation, that when a railroad company became the possessor 

of large bodies of coal lands it would deny equal facilities of 
a to other companies or persons who might own coal 


Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman from Arkansas allow me 


moment? 
Mr. TERRY. Yes, sir; certainly. 

Mr. POWERS. Are you desirous of submitting the amend- 
ments that were Sepanedt upon the Northern Pacific bill? 

Mr. TERRY. I was not in favor of the Northern Pacific bill 
even as amended: but if we are to pass any bill for the reorgani- 


Mr. POWERS. I have not theslightest objection to that amend- 
ment made to this bill, if the gentleman will accept it. 


ei 


F 
z 


beividea 
ae 


| 


: 


H 


The d Will the gentleman from Arkansas point out 
any proposition involving a tax or charge, appropriation of money 
authorizing peat out of an appropriation already made, or 
se any liability of the United States for money or prop- 

. TERRY. Releasing any liability? 

The SPEAKER. Or liabilities. 

Mr. TERRY. I take it that the United States should not relin- 
quish or limitations that the people are interested in. 

The S It is not releasing any right, butreleasing any 


liability that confines the term. There is nothing that requires 
that a proposition of action on the part of the United States should 
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0 to the Committee of the Whole unless it refers to a certain speci- 
fied thing. Now, can the gentleman state any of those specified 
things is stated in this bill? 

Mr. TERRY. I was about to state to the Speaker that I could 
not recollect the exact phraseology of that rule; but I wanted to 
call the attention of the Speaker to the matter and let him solve 
it with the rule before him. The mortgage that was authorized 
by an act of Congress about 1871, among other terms, provided 
that whenever these lands were sold they should be sold in small 
bodies, not exceeding a certain amount. 

Now, I think that that was a reservation of a valuable right to 
the people of the United States; and that is given away in this 
bill by permitting this company to acquire these lands all ina 
body and not to conform to the terms of the mortgage which the 
United States assented to about the year 1871. That is the point 
I desire to make. This is virtually another disposition, inasmuch 
as it allows the lands permitted to be mortgaged to pass awa 

in a form that the eee of 1871 did not authorize, and whic 

the Government of the United States consented to on account of 
this condition being in the mortgage. I think it isa point worthy 
of very serious consideration. And certainly this vill ought to 
have some amendm2znts, which I am not prepared just at this 
moment to offer. This is a matter that ought tobe very carefully 
considered in this House; and I further say that if we are going 
to have this bill up the gentleman from Vermont ought to allow 
members of the House an opportunity to present proper amend- 
ments to it, and also to see where they should come in. 
ter of so much importance let us proceed cautiously. 5 

Mr. POWERS. If there is any way by which this bill can 
maintain its privilege I have no objection to its going over until 
to-morrow, to enable gentlemen to pro such amendments as 
they desire; but I do not want to lose the advantage of the posi- 
tion we now have of having this bill before the House and thus 
have it go over until another call of the committee; but if there 
be any way to preserve its rights, I have no objection. 

The SP R. The Chair has not had his attention called to 
any provision in this bill which seems to be obnoxious to the pro- 
vision of Rule XXIII, section 3; and therefore sees no reason 
why the bill should go to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. That opinion seems to cover the whole 
ground; and it also may be a question whether the bill, being on 
the Calendar, is not entitled to be heard in this way; but on that 
the Chair does not at present. The Chair overrules the point 
of order, and the bill is in order. 

Mr. POWERS. I would ask unanimous consent, then, that 
the bill may be postponed until to-morrow, at 1 o’clock, for fur- 
ther consideration, to enable gentlemen to propose any amend- 
ments they desire. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. oe. I desire that unanimous con- 
sent be not granted until I have an opportunity to offer an amend- 
ment which I think the tleman in charge of the bill will ac- 
- I do not expect to be here to-morrow. 

r. POWERS. The gentleman misunderstood my proposition. 
It was that the bill go over until to-morrow, for the purpose of 
giving him an opportunity to formulate his amendment. 

The SPEA . But the gentleman from Massachusetts says 
that he will not be present to-morrow and would like to have his 
amendment dis of now. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I suggest to the gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. Powers] that he let the bill go over until 1 
o’clock on the next legislative day after to-morrow, for this addi- 
tional reason: To-morrow is private bill day under the rule, and 
as itis not likely that many such bills can receive consideration 
during this short session, I think it would be well to devote the 
oy rivate bills. 

r. POWERS. Idesiretoaccommodate everybody, Mr. Speaker, 
and I am willing that this bill shall go over until Monday. 

Mr. BARRETT. The amendment that I wish to offer is one 
that I think will be generally acceptable, and I would like to have 
it disposed of now. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentlemancanstatehisamendment. The 
bill is now before the House. 

Mr. McMILUIN. The effect of the decision of the Chair, as I 
understand it, is that this bill does not require to be considered in 
Committee of the Whole, but may be considered in the House. 

TheSPEAKER. It does not require to be considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. : 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I offer the amendment which I 
send to the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


Page 4, at the end of line 41, insert: 


In a mat- 


“But no stock shall be issued by said corporation until such issue shall be 
approved by the peer tere! de the Interior as actually representing money. 
labor, or a estimated at its actual cost value, at the full par value of 
said issue of stock." 

Mr. POWERS. I have no objection to that. 

The amendment was adopted. 
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Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer the amendment 
which I send to the desk. 


The amendment was read, as follows: 
Szc. 3. Where the line of such railway is now located within the limits of 
located wi 


any State, or where such line is now 
hereafter become a State, such State, or such 
a State, shall be pagewerss to reqvire such to become 
rated within such State or States as may be provided by the laws 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, if there is no other amendment 
to be offered at this time, I ask unanimous consent that the bill 
be made a rae order for Monday next at 1 o’clock. 

The SPE Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
"Gir MORAE. “I object to making the bill a special order. 
r. Mc . object e a + 
have no objection to its going over to be called oo the 

morning hour of any day, but as I understand the . if the 

is made a special order for a particular time, it will become “ un- 
is diepcsed of, sad Loliect ghia RSG 
is di of, and I objec ng t ‘ 

Mr. POWERS. I was trying to accommodate my friend from 
Arkansas, but he seems rather difficult to accomm ; 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I suggest to my friend from Arkansas that 


an agreement might be made to have the bill come up on M 
= only the pat vilages that it would have if it were een 
ay. 
Mr. McRAE. I have no objection to that; but I do object to 


making it a special order and giving it special privileges on some 
other day which it does not have to-day. 


thin a Territory which may 
when it shall become 


8B 


at the end of sixty minutes, or it can go on to consider it 


“Ne 
. McRAE. But making it a special order would give it 
cedence for every day until disposed of, and that is what Tob to. 

The SPEAKER. The present rule has very much that effect if 
the House so chooses. 

Mr. McRAE. Not unless the committee is called again and the 
“Mr DALZELL.” Mr. Speaker, ! suggest to gentlemen that Mon 

: . , r, x gen en 
——_ be District ref 
SPEAKER. Objection is made to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont. 

Mr. POWERS. I understood the gentleman from Arkansas to 
waive his objection. 

Mr. McRAE. I donot. If the gentleman wants the bill to 
over, I have no objection, provided it does not acquire an addi. 
tional privilege; but, for my part, I am ready to go on with the 
consideration of it now. 

Mr. POWERS. I do not desire that it shall have any special 
privilege. If we can not pass this bill in sixty minutes we never 


can pass it. ‘ 
rder it will h aaah seen Minit att _ 
order ave eges, ni 

The SPEAKER. Te will unos the order is modified so as to 
take away those special pri 

Mr. McRAE. Well, that the gentleman from Vermont has 
comeeptel fe | gidestel, wales oe ete acy ingly 

4 ; er, a \ 
Monday is District of Columbia day, is it not? es 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. BLUE. The — from Vermont [Mr. PowrErs] evi- 
dently has it in mind to call up this bill on Monday. Now, would 
the bill necessarily come up under the t proposed, in 
view of the rule of the House nr that Monday shall be 
devoted to the consideration of ct of Columbia business? 

The SPEAKER. Unanimous consent on the part of the House 
can at —— vacate its rules. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parlia- 
mentary inquiry. If this bill goes over until Monday next at 1 
o’clock, does it not then have just the same privileges that it has 
now, and no more? 


The SPEAKER. That would depend on the t 
by the House. As it stands now, consideration of the vill comet 


roceed. If there is a proposition to the consideration 
tf the bill until Monday of any other day, the effect of that propo- 
sition will depend upon its terms. ; 

- Mr. JO IN of California. AsI arrange- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Arkansas . McRak] 
was that this bill go over until at 1 o'clock, to be taken up 
then under just the same conditions that would apply to-day. 
‘Mr. Mc I have not made any tion except to state 
that I object to the bill going over unless it goes over to be called 
—- 

The SPEAKER. The Chair that there might be an 


understanding on the part of the House that this bill be in order 














satisfactory. 

The Chair desires to say, however 
tleman from Vermont that the committee would not be regu- 
farly called on Monday; the call would have to be consented to by 
the House. chairman of the Committee on the District of 
Columbia does not seem to be present. 


Mr. POWERS. The ——— was that this bill should not 
lose the tion it now 
Th On ee next it could be brought up 


Mr. McRAE. Iam y willing that when the committees 
are next called, if the gentleman desires the bill to be called up, 
it may come up; but what I want is that it shall not have 
privil which belong to a special order. 

Mr. POWERS. The bill might come up on Monday, as I 
understand—— 


Mr. McRAE. No. 

Mr. POWERS. = unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. That arrangement would have to be made by 
unanimous consent, as it would displace the business of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. POWERS. Then I suggest that on Saturday, or even next 
Tuesday—I do not care which—— 

Mr.McMILLIN. I suggest that the gentleman name Tuesday. 
We are sure to have a session on that day. 

Mr. POWERS. . Very well; Tuesday. 

= SPEAKER. Without objection, that arrangement will be 
made. 

Mr. McEWAN. What is the arrangement now decided upon? 

The SPEAKER. That on Tuesday when the committees are 
called the bill shall be in order. 

The call of committees was continued. 


DRAMATIC AND MUSICAL COPYRIGHT. 


Mr. DRAPER — the Committee on Patents was called). I 
call up Senate bill No. 2306, to amend Title LX, chapter 3, of the 
Revised Statutes, _” copyrights. 

The bill was read, as follows: e 

Be it enacted, of0., That section 4008 of the Revised Statutes be, and the 


pacterceinn or representing any dramatic 

t been obtained, without the 

or musica] composition, or his heirs 

in all cases to 

for every sub- 

the unlawful 

exceeding one year. An junction tha’ 

= circuit court of the United Biniaa te bp ae ‘ 

ot the performance or representation of any such 

com may be served on the eer dae gee 

an may 

ue cateeees By prcsoeinap te aoe ere arash oe eee an ae aay other 

circuit court or ap ao nited States; but defendants in said action, 

may make a m in any other circuit in which he 


courts or ve 
= to hear and determine a motion to dissolve the same, as herein provided, 


os fully as if the action wore ponding or t in the circuit in which said 
“The clerk of the court,’ granting the injunction, shall, 
required soto do by the court hearing the application to dissolve or caforee 
srid injunction, transmit without y to court a certified copy of all 
office er Om which the said injunction was granted that are on in his 
Mr. DRAPER. I call for the of the report. 

The report (by Mr. DRAPER) was as follows: 


,, The Committee on Patents, to whom was referred the bill (8. 2306) entitled 

An act to amend Title LX, chapter & of the Hevised Statutes, relating to 
bozo pad the came under consideration and report as follows: 

purpose of proposed measure is twofold: First, to secure to mu- 


sical the same measure of under the ht law as 
pan SPP OneRNnnes © aie dana” Taos can 
be no reason same protection should not be extended to one species 
literary of this general character as to the other. and the omis- 
sion to Ereeene for musical 
was the result of 


The existing law relative to cop hts has been found to be inadequate to 

properly protect authors and producers of American plays and operas in the 

yment of their rights of p rty in these duly cteraghaed productions. 

ms in various sections of the country have, without the shadow of 

right or authority, pirated these works, and, confining their operations chiefly 

to the smaller and more remote towns, have given representations of these 

stolen productions for their own individual profit, and without making any 

compensation whatever to authors or owners. Under existing conditions no 
adequate remedy exists for this unlawful usurpation of property rights. 

The offenders are almost uniformly men without attachable means, and 
defy all the ordinary by which they might be mulcted in damages. 

re mtation of these pirated productions is generally given for a night 
or two only at a given place, and the offenders flit from section tosection and 
from State to State and bid defiance to the processes of the courts seeking to 
restrain their unlawful acts. 

Serious embarrassments have arisen in the efforts to enforce these judicial 
orders and to punish offenders for disobedience of them. 

While it is true that an injunction order issued by a court of competent 
jurisdiction is operative upon the conscience of the party restrained every- 
where in the United States, it appears that an attachment for contempt of 
such order can not beexecuted except in the circuit of the court which issued 
the order, and this bill seeks to overcome this difficulty. 

The further provides that the err. * e,, the unlawful production of 
any duly copyrigh ed ng or opera, if it determined that such unlawful 
re mtation was willf and for profit, shall be a misdemeanor, and shall 
subject the offender, upon conviction, to the liability of imprisonment for a 
period not exceeding one year. 

The reason for the enactment of this provision has already been outlined. 

The unauthorized publication of a copyrighted book may ordinarily be ade- 
quately punished Grongh civil proceedings and under the provisions of exist- 
ing law. .The offender in such case is a person of fixed domicile, and has a 
_ and the implements of his business, so that the ordinary processes of 

he court may readily be served upon him, and hs may be compelled to 
—— in damages for his wrongdoing. 
P ese conditions do not exist, as a rule, in the case of the professional play 


te. 
It is difficult to serve him with injunction anc court orders because of his 
migrato bits, and as he is frequently without attachable means it is 
im © to satisfy a saaney J otgment against him. 
‘estimony has been addu ore the committee showing that the losses 
to authors and owners of “a productions by these piracies 
amount to large sums each year. ttle protection is in fact afforded 
under existing conditions that many prominent American dramatic authors 
no smaer go to the trouble and expense of taking out copyrights for their 
works. 

Conceding that for light causes nothing should be added to the jurisdiction 
or powers of the Federal courts, it would seem that the circumstances in con- 
nection with the wholesale piracy of these productions of native authors 
demand that something more nearly akin to drastic measures should be 
invoked to remedy the evil. 

Believing that productions of the character mentioned constitute property 
in the fullestand best sense of the term, your committee sees no good rea- 
son why this species of literary production shofild not be surrounded by the 
same measure of protection as is accorded to other classes of property. 

Your committee therefore recommend that the bill do pass. 


Mr. DRAPER. Mr. Speaker, the report which has just been 
read fully explains the purpose of this bill. It was very fully 
considered by the Committee on Patents of this House, and unani- 
mously reported. It has also been considered by the same com- 
mittee in the Senate, and has passed that body. I donot suppose 
there will be need of discussing the measure at length, il {do 
not care to do so unless it is necessary. I call for a vote. 

Mr. HOPKINS. One moment, Mr. Speaker. I do not desire 
to antagonize the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. DRAPER]; 
but there are some features in this bill which I think the House 
should understand before voting on the measure. If I under- 
stood correctly the reading of the bill, it authorizes the filing of 
a bill in the circuit court of the United States in the city of New 
York, and under that proceeding that court would be permitted 
to serve notice upon a company performing, say, in San Francisco, 
and that company, 3,000 miles away, might have their rights de- 
termined by a judge in New York City. 

There is another remarkable feature in this bill which I ob- 
served by the reading. If I understand the measure—and the 
gentleman from Massachusetts will correct me if I am wrong—it 
provides that one part of the case may be tried in New York and 
the other part in San Francisco, or anywhere else where there 
may be a court of the United States; so that the same case may 
be pending in several courts at the same time. That would bea 
clear invasion of the principle that has heretofore prevailed in all 
cases, in both the Federal and the State courts. 

There is another point in this bill which is a little remarkable. 
It fixes the amount of penalty to be inflicted at not less than $100 
in any case, regardless of the question whether the party has been 
damaged to that-extent or not. 

Mr. LACEY. That corresponds with the present law as to 
dramatic performances—that is to say, the liquidated damages are 
$50 and $100 under the present law as to dramatic performances. 

Mr. pene If that is true, it does not apply to any other 
species 0 sae ; 

Mr. LACE . Ko. 

Mr. HOPKINS. The general principle, as every lawyer under- 
stands, is that when a — claims damages for an infringement 
of his property rights he must show in the court where his case is 
commenced the amount of damages that he has sustained. But 
this-bill provides that this sum shall. be paid as damages regard- 
less of the question whether the party has been injured to that 
extent or not. 

As I have said, I do not care to antagonize my friend from 
‘Massachusetts, but I think tne House should understand the char- 
acter of this bill before voting upon it. It proposes in behalf of 








— . 


aay 
eee tah ei acai NCE AD NG Dm “i atm tet 


86 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


DeEcEMBER 10, 





this icular class of persons a stretch of Federal authority 
which is not sanctioned in reference to any other kind of property 
in this country; and it seems to me it isa stretch of power that 
it is dangerous to permit with respect even to the productions of 
play writers. 

Mr. DRAPER rose. 

Mr. LACEY. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts allow 
me a question? I notice the bill provides that the willful givi 
of a dramatic or musical SS without authority shall be 
a misdemeanor, and may be prosecuted criminally in the Federal 
courts. Iwish to ask my friend the chairman of the Committee 
on Patents what is the necessity for this extreme measure? Has 
not the present system of inv ion and injunction by the 
United States courts been found ample for the protection of rights 
of this character so far as dramatic performances are concerned? 

Mr. DRAPER. It has not been found of any value at all. 

Mr. LACEY (continuing). If musical performances are put in 
the same category as dramatic works, would it not? 

Mr, DRAPER. Ican reply to only one gentleman at a time, 
but taking up the last question, that a aye by the gentleman 
from Iowa [Mr. Lacey], the reason why the bill was introduced is 
because the a legislation does not protect dramatic authors; 
and many of our dramatic authors have ceased to cop pyright their 
— because they are not sufficiently protected under the pres- 
ent law. 

In reply to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Horxtns], the 
language he objects to on the first page of the bill, in 1 regatd to | 
the sum of damages, is already the law. It isa part of the pres- 
ent law and there is no new legislation about it. 

Further, I think my friend misunderstands the bill, at which 
I am somewhat surprised, as I had the pleasure of submitting i 
to him in advance of its presentation to the House. As I un 
stand it, it — in case an injunction is taken out i 
a company illegally performing a play, for instance, in New York, 
and the next night goes to Jersey City, that instead of it being 
necessary to take outa new process through an injunction pro- 
ceeding in Jersey City the injunction taken in New York will 
hold against it, unless the company shows cause why it should 
not hold, As the case stands now, the law is utterly inadequate 
to protect against the production of plays in an unauthorized 
manner for this reason by strolling companies. 

I would say that this legislation was asked for by substantially 
the entire dramatic profession of the United States, and we have 
had many and very interesting hearings upon the subject. I have 
a list of the signatures here of some of ea who have asked for the 
legislation, and among the many dramatists who have usked for 
it I find such names as Bronson Howard, David Belasco, Charles 
Barnard, Henry G. Carleton, Reginald De Koven, James A. Herne. 
Charles Hoyt, Joe Howard, jr., Bill Nye, John Philip Sousa, J. 
Cheever Goodwin, John J. Braham, Arthur Wallack, Louis Harri- 
son, and others. Among the actors we find such namesas Helena 
Modjeska, Marie Jansen, Stuart Robson, William H. Crane, Annie 
Ward Tiffany, James B. Mackie, Kate Claxton, Thomas Q. Sea- 
brook, Louis Aldrich, Maida Craigen, Maude Banks, Marian Ma- 
nola-Mason, Robert Hilliard, E. Dixey, A. M. Palmer, Daniel 
Frohman, Charles Frohman, E. Abbey, Wilson Barrett, John 
Drew, ca. be gr eo James O — Frank Mayo, B. F. Keith, 
Ca’ & Lederer, Charles gen Frank McKee, T. Henry 
French, H. C. Miner, W. H. William Faversham, 
Ferdinand Gottschalk, Bessie eon Murphy, W. D. Jones, 
and many others 


again. 
t| Mr. DRAPER. I will yield for another 


Mr. HULICK. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. DRAPER. ;° 
Mr. HULICK. in this bill, in line 14,I find these words: 


If the unlawful performance and representation be willful and for profit. 
I would like to ask the gentleman if this provision of the bill 
will affect charitable organizations or amateur associations in 
schaslicuhe Gonpeen teenie te tian aamnagrOd a 
or a 
lent institution or otherwise? ideas 
Mr. DRAPER. Not as I understand it. The matter was dis- 
“Sie HUUICA’ "But hs provi hat any pen, withont 
a pro 
exception whaherer, su ieee of this offense Val, weak onan, 
be imprisoned for a peri not exceeding one year, and so on. 


It provides that it shall be unlawful for any person to 

perform any dramatic or musical for a - 

right has been granted under the that I have 

Now, if a person should inadvertently, without or 

araetere the statute, engage in such a performance he be 
ty of violating the act and be subject to the t 
y the statute ere seems to be no exception in the billas 


om has drawn it. 
= eee I think there will beno 


Mr. CONNOLLY. Let me ask the gentleman my question 


Mr. CONNOLLY. "I asked whether or m not the injunction that: 
you provide for or ane’ ts On: So Ox Suaundion granted 
upon hearing. I fin on referring to the bill thats more tem- 

injunction may be , without a hearing. 

"Mr, HOOKER. Ts guuvdlias aint anieiiiin Gaur tev unndieGe’ tab 
it aside 

Mr. CONNOLLY. I see the bill provides that any gs te cng 
that may be ted by any circuit court. of the United States, 
or b <iades anal. restraining, ceo.» eum on Se pansies 

whom it is granted anywhere in the United States. Now, 
upon mecely filing & bill ealdiag oes Ge Waals Ghali, Sah ams 
upon merely ga 
for ae injunction. That may be done without hear- 
ing, that injunction then, without any evidence ever having 
been heard in support of it, wll be enforced everywhere in the 


United States to 
would not be made permanent 


was 

Mr. CONNOLL It becomes ‘in the 
United States under Re ND oe 
for an : 


set aside. 
Mr. DRAPER. Which he has a right to do. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Of course he has a right to do it, but in the 
a ee ee States. 
Mr. DRAPER. It is provided in the bill that he may come in 
and seek to have it set aside. 
Mr. eae In the meantime 


The statement of all of them is that under the present law, that tion 


ighted plays, no tection 
for reason suggested, and no ind indemntf- | an 


York the p players can go over to Jersey City and perform there 
two or three before an injunction can be gotten out, and then 
be off to Philadelphia, will give as many performances there as 
possible, and before an injunction can be taken out in that city 
nerhaps they will be off to Baltimore or somewhere else. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what is intended this nm is that 
the first injunction taken out shall serve in the districts of 
the United States unless cause is shown it should not. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. I would like to ask or 
tion. Does this bill require that the a 
hearings or upon mere application? Is it the tetoution of the 


that the injunction may issue without a hearing, and cover all the 
Scomeonral the United States? 


Mr. DRAPER. No; there must be a hearing first. 

Mr. HOPKINS. If the gentleman will permit me, he referred 
to the fact of having submitted this bill tome. He does not wish, 
I presume, to convey the impression to the House that I have 

of the bill and recommend its provisions ? 
rv. DRAPER. Lyon did not say that. i said I submit- 
ted it to the gentleman, and was surprised to see that he misa 
prehended the provisions. That wasall. I did not mean to y 
anything further. 


~ ar. 'SULLOWAY. forced it not restrain him every- 


Mr. CONNOLLY. Lr ne a 
Mr. SULLOWAY. If it is to be enforced 
a be enforced everywhere within the of the 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Of ee Se O 


ee eet ae that is a an in- 
Mr. fore ae care to order an 
immediate 


Mr. CONNOLLY. The court could not order an immediate 

Mr. SULLOWAY. And a bond would be required, if there 
“My, CONNOLLY. 

Mr. OLLY. The court might require a bond and it 

fe sui SULLOWAY. That is assuming that the court would not 

tote rt Bing We to require the court to do the 


“tr. HOOKER, The 6 


‘The court will do that. 


Mr. SULLOWAY. I think the courts may be relied upon to 
protect everybody. 











1896. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jereay.. Dace sat thie guaciate ang 
person from topical if itis Ww 
not that be fst terms musical compostion,"in ine 2? 


Me. STEW ART of agg Then it would include a copy- 


. DRAPER. It would include the 


ormance of 
Ww th ’ 
that was the property of another, wi 


of New York. 

Mr. HULICK. Will the gentleman allow me just a moment, to 
‘And then the gentleman can proceed. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Iwill. 
HULICK. Mr 


Mr. z , 1 offer the ing amendment. 
Strike out ali after the word ‘‘ just,” in line 14, and before the word 
‘‘ only,” in the seventeenth line; and also out in line 20 the 


word ‘“‘ such.” 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out all after the word “‘ just,” in the fourteenth and tothe word 
eee nee ar line thereof; and in line 20 out the word 
we 2 Se representation of any dramatic or musical compo- 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, the amendment offered by the 
emasculate the bill and leave the law 


upward of 400 man ys, 
written or owned by citizens of the United States, pla hily 
in qur cities. ae to from 5,000 to 6,000 actors 
and actresses. The total ion ieinel is over 1,500. The 


cost of producing these plays from $2,000 to $25,000 each. 

This enormous in is entirely dependent upon the 
“The laws of th States 

laws of the United the right to orm a 

ey = Ree property of the author or owner of the play. 

copyright law imposes severe fines for the punishment of all 


Se Se ee ee ee Se cues of Be over. 
Federal courts facilities for , by injunc- 
en ee eel ped aakan le cent. hon 
fore, seem that the right to perform a play was thus perfectly 
But the law does not protect this class of . There is 
under the copyright law no real protection against unlawful 
performance of a play. An injunction obtained 

unwarranted performance ae i 


of a 
fow dollars, or perform it every might for months in practical 


lr 


immunity from arrest, fine, or t. 


merable in all parts of at all times 
in the : a lceiense casos tien kerceo tent 
or moral 
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very city on the next day. If he had been followed up he would 


have turned the company over to a third pirate, and the perform- 
ance would have been continued indefinitely. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not the first time this bill has been before 
the House of Representatives. It was here in the last Congress. 
Asa it was proposed to give any Federal court jurisdic- 
tion over the entire country. I am not a lawyer and I shall not 

to use legal phraseology. I shall try to make it so plain 
that even a common tblaek can understand it. [Laughter.]} 
Say an author has copyrighted a play and sold it. Twenty-five 
thousand dollars has — in the city of New York to pro- 
duce it. Somebody out in Chicago, or New Orleans, or San Fran- 
cisco —— it and sends out piratical troupes to perform that 
led play without authority from the author. The author or 
can go to a Federal judge—say the circnit judge of the 
ew York district—and get an injunction which wouid hold in 
ee in the United States. Such was the bill proposed in 
the Congress. The House voted it down, because they did 
not think it proper to give a Federal judge in New York complete 
isdiction over a matter in Texas. I do not say that the House 
was not right, although I must say that if the force bill had be- 
come a law it would have given the Federal courts far more juris- 
diction than that in the last Congress. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this bill attempts to correct what the House 
thought was wrong in the bill then. As I understand it now, it 
gives a Federal ju in New York the power to issue a manda- 
mus or an injunction or power to punish for contempt, and that 

can be exercised in any other judicial district in the United 
tes if it is indorsed by the judge ruling in that district. If 
he refuses his assent, that ends the whole matter, and the man 
who owns the copyright remains unprotected. But if the jud 
believes that the pirate was at work in his district, by a simple 
net he could pen the pirate and stop the robbery. 
ow, Mr. 

Mr. RAY. Dol understand the gentleman to be now siating 
what the law is, or what this bill proposes? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. What this bill proposes. 

Mr. RAY. I do not think there is any such provision in the bill 


as the gentleman su The way I read it it provides that an 
injunction may issue by a judge, say in the circuit court of the 
State of New York, and that that injunction may be served any- 


where in the United States, that it shall be operative wherever 
served, and u that person wherever he may go, and that the 


court or the in any circuit anywhere in the United States 
may enforce It. billdoes not require any indorsement by the 
inde 

. CUMMINGS. Well, that is practically the same thing— 


probably a little better. 

Mr. RAY. But it does not require any indorsement. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. But it leaves it in the power of the judge to 
enforce the injunction or not to enforce it, and that is the point I 
am getting at. Here,for instance, is a man who spends $10,000 
for a play, which is produced ia the city of New York. Itisa 
failure. He loses his $10,000. He picks his flint and tries again. 
He spends $15,000 more for a second play, and that also proves a 
: . oie —- vanishes. Seen ee teteen efforts, 

© procures a isa success. Itis bringing inmone 
enough to more repay him for all the losses he has incu > 
Now, the moment that play is successful, ten or a dozen or per- 
haps twenty pirates seize it. They send their stenographers into 
the theater to copy the words. They can buy them, if they wish, 
from a company organized in Chi , Which sends its stenogra- 
phers and its musicians to steal words or music. Next, these ten 
or arene, enatieel companies spread themselves all over the 
oe ame tanen eo eae it was written by the author. 

t ma irty or forty ormers to present it properly; 
but the mangle and mutilate it so that it can be performed by 
half a dozen people. They damage irretrievably the property 
owned by the eather, or by the man ae up the money to pro- 
duce it i . The author received his copyright from the 
United States, and the theft of his play is a robbery of his brains. 
Yet he remains un ted. The Government virtually receives 
his money under tenses. If the thief was at the South 
and stole a . he d probably be shot or hanged, but he can 
steal the uct of another man’s brain and be virtaally pro- 
tected tive laws. 

Mr. ART of New Jersey. The penalties of the bill apply 
to musical compositions publicly played or performed, either with 
or without hire. Take a musical , for instance, that is sung 
upon the street by boys and girls, or played upon an organ with- 
out ion, the isions of this bill would apply to that, 
would not; and if so, ought there not to be an amendment to 
except such cases? 

Mr. CUMMINGS._ I will say to my friend that the author of a 

ballad is always too giad to have it sung upon the streets 
by a hurdy-gurdy, because that brings it inte public 


Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. That is true as a matter of 
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sentiment, but does not this bill apply to cases where ballads are 
sung publicly in that way? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I think not. I have not examined it care- 
fully. It is not the bill that I introduced. It is the one that the 
Senate has passed. There may be a slight difference. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. With the gentleman's permis- 
sion, ! will offer an amendment to meet that case. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Ihave no objection to an amendment for 
the specific purpose the gentleman suggests. Does he mean where 
these ball are sung on the street, or where they are sung in a 
theater or an —= house, but not for hire? 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Under this bill oys and girls 
singing popular ballads on the street would be liable to the pen- 
alties provided in the bill. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. In the eighth line the bill provides that the 
penalty shall apply only where the composition is produced with- 
out the consent of the proprietor. Now, if these compositions are 
offered for sale, the consent of the proprietor is implied. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I have no objection to an amendment such 
as the gentleman from New Jersey suggests, although I think it 
entirely unnecessary. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Then I will offer it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would say to the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey that there is one amendment already 

ending. 

. Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Then I will withhold mine 
until that one is disposed of. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I will say, Mr. Speaker, that I do not think 
such an amendment is necessary, because I do not think any 
trouble will ever arise in the cases the gentleman from New Jersey 
mentions. I know that when it is desired to perform ‘‘ The Bank- 
er's Daughter,” or any other play at a church festival, the per- 
mission of the author is always given; in fact, the author is glad 
to give such permission, because it makes his composition more 
popular, and thereby enhances its value. Finally, Mr. Speaker, I 
say that it is a disgrace to the Congress of the United States to 
have the dramatic authors and the musical composers of this 
country coming here year after year praying for relief and asking 
simple justice for the protection of their property—such protection 
as you give to cabinetinakers, machinists, and breeders of razor- 
backed hogs. [Applause. ] 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

r. HULICK. Mr. Speaker, in offering the amendment which 
has been submitted to the House, I think that in the bill as it 
now stands the penalties are entirely too severe. The bill makes 
no exceptions in favor of any persons or any company that may 

resent any copyrighted musical or dramaticcomposition. Upon 

urther consideration, however, and with the consent of the chair- 
man of the committee, I will withdraw the amendment I have 
offered and offer instead that which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Insert after the word “ year,” in line 17, the following: 

“ Provided, That if said performance and representation shall be for char- 
itable or benevolent purposes, it be a good defense to any prosecution 
under this act.” 

Mr. HULICK. Only a word in went of this amendment. I 
had the honor to be a member of the Committee on Patents in 
the Fifty-third Congress when a bill of this character in regard to 
dramatic performances was considered by that committee. I 
sympathize with the friends of this measure in the efforts they 
are making to protect the dramatic copyrights, and I think the 
lane chee operate very severely upon persons who may willfully 
infringe = such rights. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Will the gentleman allow me one question? 

Mr. HULICK. Certainly. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. If it is wrong to rob a man at all, is it not 
wro. to rob him through the operations of achurch? For that 
is adding pene to theft. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HULICK. I can not agree with my friend at all in his con- 
clusion. I think that the authors of these dramatic compositions— 
the ties who have an interest in these representations and who 
would undoubtedly be greatly benefited—should do for the church 
as much at least as my amendment contemplates, and the parties 
ea the play or musical concerts should not be subject to 

ne and imprisonment. 

Mr. CUMMIN GS. They have never refused it, my friend. 

Mr. HULICK. Very well; then it should not be assumed that 
they will in any case withhold their consent to this amendment. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. All that need be done by any church or 
charitable organization desiring to perform a copyrighted piece 
is to ask permission of its author; such permission is always gladly 
a aa defy the gentleman to show one case where it has ever 

refused, 

Mr. HULICK. I have no doubt that the authors of composi- 
tions of this class are as — as my friend from New York 
claims that they are; and I have no doubt 
assent to this amendment, so that where any o 


_ would cheerfully | 
these productions | people 


are presented for benevolent or charitable purposes no penalty 


shall attach. 

Mr. RAY. If we are to recognize the fact that these 
rights belong to the authors of the compositions, then, having 
recogni is species of property, should it be any defense 
any person who — steal such property to say that he stole it for 


haritabl 
" Mr HULICK Not at all. 


Mr. RAY. If I steal your potatoes, should it be any defense 
that I stole them to give them to the poor,and did give them to 


the ig or gave them to a church fair or to some other charitable 
objec 


r. HULICK. Certainly not. But if a church or a charitable 
institution should produce a musical representation 
copyright, it should be a defense, if they are indicted or pruse- 
cuted for a violation of the law, that the act was not done for per- 
sonal gain, but for a charitable — 

Mr. RAY. There would not be any profit to me if I stole your 
potatoes and gave them to the poor. 

Mr. HULICK. Very true. 

Mr. RAY. I would not do it for profit. 

Mr. HULICK. Ithink the gentleman does not comprehend the 
force of this amendment. It does not propose to authorize an 
charitable or religious organization to infringe upon any 1 
rate’ RAY. It eaplyp in this bill the prin 

r. RAY. It simply proposes to recognize in this e 
ciple that, if any uae or charitable or tion, for the pur- 
poses of pleasure or entertainment, should find it convenient to 
steal the property of a dramatic or musical author, they may do 
so at will, and the act shall not be ed as unlawful. 

Mr. HULICK. I only gave way for the gentleman to ask a 


question. 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. I wish to call the attention of - 
ULICK] toa point which may ob- 


the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 

viate some of this discussion. At line 14 of this bill I find the 
words ‘if the unlawful performance and representation be will- 
ful and for profit.” Now, if church organizations did not do the 
thing a profit, their defense would be complete under the bill as 
it stands. 

Mr. HULICK. If they gave a performance for profit, of course 
the act would be willful. But the performance might not be for 
profit. My amendment does not propose to license religious or 
charitable organizations to make these tations, but it sim- 
ply contemplates that if there should be an attempt to te 
them they may exempt themselves from punishment by 
the defense that the performance was for a charitable or benevo- 
lent purpose. But this provision would not interfere with the 
power of the courts to enjoin any such association from 
a musical or other representation. The bill fully provides against 
infringements of copyrights by injunctions ont power to punish 


| as for contempt for disregarding the orders of the court. 


Mr. QUI Will the gentleman allow mea moment? There 
are a number of dramatic companies organized, as the gentleman 
is doubtless aware, for the pu of cooperating with churches 
and charitable institutions, and which go to church and charita- 
ble organizations offering to give a ormance for a division of 
the profits. Now—— 

r. HULICK. That would not be a good defense. It would 
be in that case a performance for profit, and would be subject to 
the alties provided in the act. 

r. Fd . Butif you put in that amendment, would it not 
allow this proceeding? 

Mr. HULICK. No;Ithink not. Ido not intend itin that way. 
I think the amendment is clearly not susceptible of that construc- 
tion. 

I sympathize with the purposes of the bill, and agree that these 
parties ought to be protected. But at the same time I think it 
would be a great hardship if the strict letter of this law were ap- 
plied in many cases which would readily present themselves to any 
es who gives it a moment’s thought. Many of these 

‘ormances, as gentlemen are aware, in remote ees 
are gotten up on the i of the moment by people do not 
understand these rights, who have not examined the statutes in 
reference = the a Tr; — — a = dramatic ‘orm- 
ances are inaugurated perhaps fora purpose 
ity alone. Now, in such cases, if these persons so 
performances shall be arrested for a violation 
amendment provides that it will be a 
was not the intention to violate the of 
his right, using the 1 of my friend from New York b 
CuMMINGS], but merely a defense against prosecution under the 
bill because it was not a performance undertaken for profit. But 
it would not be a defense against the injunction of court or 
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benevolent organization, if by chance they should present a play 


of acharacter which would come within the 
provisions of this bill, so that the defense might be set up in a 
criminal ution that it was not intended for profit to - 
selves individually, but only for benevolent or charitable objects. 

The tleman from New York [Mr. Quiaa] tells us that the 
bill does not contemplate prosecutions in cases contemplated by 
this amendment. I can not agree with him. There is no ex 
tion in the bill. He 7. prosecutions would ever be e 
under the bill as it is. t may be true; nevertheless I think we 
should not make it ible for such prosecutions to be had, and 
I therefore offered amondment. 

Mr. DRAPER. Mr.58 er, it seems to me that the amend- 
ment is unnecessary, and I hope it will not be adopted. I ask a 
vote. 

The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. Hutick, and 
it was rejected. s 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. I withdraw my offer of an 
amendment. 

Mr. LACEY. I offer the amendment I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “ just,” in line 14, on page 1 of the bill, down 


the word “any,” in line 17 of bill, and insert: 


“ The printing, publication, and sale of such dramatic or musical 


P composi- 
tion by the proprietor thereof shall be deemed a sufficient consent to the 


public performance or representation thereof.” 


Mr. LACEY. Now, Mr. Speaker, a brief explanation of the 
amendment. 

I think this bill has been drawn in a much more drastic man- 
ner than the House really understands it. Take one of our ordi- 
nary popular songs; it is copyrighted and sold; it may under this 
bill be sung in the private parlor, or a sung on the streets, 
but if any troupe of performers should wish to introduce the song 
on the stage in connection with its ormance and publicly ren- 
der such composition, such troupe es at once subject to the 

nalties of this statute. It seems to me that the act should not 

drawn in that severe form. 

There is po reason, as far asI am able to understand, why a per- 
son who writes a i song, sets it to music, prints and copy- 
rights it, and publicly sells that music and song should still retain 
the right to oe it shall be used, and have the privilege of 
punishing anybody for using it inpublic without his consent. For 
that reason I think the modification I have offered should be incor- 
porated in the bill. 

Mr. QUIGG. If the gentleman will allow me, is it not a part 
of his property? Suppose I am the author of a song, and so 
much money, on a percentage basis, on each copy of the songsold, 
is not the song my proseeyy for still another profitable pu ? 
Sup) , for instance, that I should sell to my colleague from New 
York [Mr. CumminGs]—who for the purpose of thisillustration may 
be described as a i concert-hall singer—the exclusive right 
to sing that song publicly and for profit. Now, if anybody else, 
another clever performer, comes along and duplicates the per- 
a his genius has created, am [ not robbed and is he 
not ro ? 


mae 


or musi 


. a not your amendment take from us an obvious 
t 


Y. In other words, it is as if a man who patents and 


sells a sewing machine should ask us to make it a itentiary 
offense for the young woman, the oune x. to use the machine. 
Mr. QUIGG. Oh, no; that is not at all a parallel case. - 


Mr. LACEY. The point I make is that when the song or dra- 
matic performance has been once copyrighted, pubiished, and 
sold it becomes a public article just as much as any other article 
that issold. The right passes from the originator to the purchaser 
of the article, and when a man purchases such an article he should 
have the right to use it in public or in private as he pleases. In 
other words, a man should not be permitted to sell his property 
and yr at the same time. 

Mr. GG. Iam afraid my friend from Iowa [Mr. Lacey] 
does not understand how these songs are used. 

Mr. LACEY. I think I understand. The songs are used in 
various ways. A song may be in ted into a variety show 
and become one of the principal parts of the show. 

Mr. QUIGG. Precisely. 

Mr. LACEY. And by so doing they will copyright the entire 
ling it to the 


oe and thus prevent the use of it after 
Mr. QUIGG. Oh, no; you can not do that. 

, too much stress is put upon the brains of 

e-tenths of all these be te pen plays are 

pirate is the man who 

from a thousand 


ifr. LACEY, 


pirated in the first place. That is, the first 
his material 





right to begin with, on paying the necessary fee and filing the 
title-page. 

Mr. COMMINGS. Then you mean to tell me that our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ pirated the Golden Rule because some 


Brahmin promulgated it hundreds of years before He did? 
Mr. LACEY. Notatall. He took ont no patent uponit. Be- 
side that, if He had taken out a patent on the Golden Rule, under 


this law it would have done Him no good. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. No one uses it anyway. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LACEY. My friend now proposes that if the Golden Rule 
should be incorporated into a play by McKee Rankin it would be 
a oyna article, and that that particular combination of 
words, with the Golden Rule insert-d in a particular connection, 
if copyrighted, could not be afterwards used in that particular 
form. It seems to me the vice of this bill is that it makes an of- 
fense, for which a man may be sentenced to jail for a year, simply 
for performing in public a thing which may have already been 
practically pirated by the copyrighting party himself. It is an 
extreme law,a law thatis unnecessary. I grant you, Mr. Speaker, 
that there is good reason for enlarging the law so as to take in 
musical compositions. I concede that it would be well to enlarge 
the law as to the practice, so that the injunctions which are 
granted in the city of New York may be enforced through appro- 
priate channelsin Denverand in other places; but tomake a crime 
out of the violation of a copyright is an extreme application of the 
law which it seems to me is utterly unjustifiable and unnecessary. 
We do not authorize it in the infringement of patents. 

Mr. QUIGG. Would it not be the effect of your amendment 
that if I wrote a song and copyrighted and published it—— 

Mr. LACEY. Andsold it. 

Mr. QUIGG. Andsold it, that anybody could publicly perform 
it for profit? 

Mr. CEY. Certainly. If you do not want to make it public 
in that way, you must not sell it. When you once sell it, the 
= to use it passes with the sale, just the same as with any 
other patented article, and it should go with the sale. 

Mr. QUIGG. The right to use it to the extent of making money 
out of it? 

Mr. LACEY. The right to use it to any extent whatever; that 
when it is copyrighted, and you pay an additional price for the 
— article, the right to use it should go with it. 

r. COX. Will the gentleman yield to me, so I can get some 
information about this matter? 

Mr. LACEY. I yield to the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. COX. What kind of power do you invoke for the enforce- 
ment of this law when it is violated? 

Mr. LACEY. The present law requires that the party holding 
the copyright shall protect himself in his civil rights by a civil 
proceeding in the courts, just the same as if he had a patented 
article. This bill proposes to go further. It proposes that you 
—_ go into the courts and file informations or obtain indictments 
and punish as acrime the use of a copyrighted article. Itisa 
very extreme measure, it seems to me; one which has evidently 
been drawn up by some lawyer, specially employed by parties 
holding such copyrights, in an endeavor to make it so strong that 
the whole power of the Federal Government in its criminal capac- 
ity can be invoked and the cost of disputes of this character sad- 
died upon the Government by making a new statutory crime. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Does not the putting of these 
ballads on sale for profit work a dedication or abandonment to the 
public as a matter of law? 

Mr. LACEY. It will if my amendment is adopted. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Even without the amendment, 
would it not be an abandonment of the property as a pure ques- 
tion of law? 

Mr. LACEY. Unquestionably; and yet the law is drawn in 
such a way as that it would probably have no effect. 

Mr. COX. He wants to sell it more than once. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Iowa in offer- 
ing his amendment says that this bill is drawn upin a severe form. 
That unquestionably is true. But he should consider that the 
sort of property which we are seeking to protect in this bill is very 
easily stolen, and that laws which avail to render other forms of 
oper safe from spoliation are of no service with this kind; and 
so the law, if it is going to accomplish anything, must be severer 
than one which applies in the case of an ordinary piece of property 
that has to be physically picked upand carried off and appropriated 
in some easily observed way in order to constitute a theft. This 
is literary property, and we are seeking in this bill to protect the 
author of it in all the rights that ought to accrue to him on 
account of his production. 

Now, one of these rights the gentleman from Iowa seeks to de- 
stroy by this amendment, and that is the right to control any 

mction of it, any use of it, out of which the user proposes to 
make money. When I copyright a song, if it is meritorious, the 
first and most profitable use to which I can put it is to hand it 
over to a clever actor and singer, so that he can act it and sing it 
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into popularity. I would not make a dollar on the publication of 
what might be a very clever song unless it was cleverly introduced 
on the stage by somebody who knew how to fasten public atten- 
tion upon it. Does the gentleman from Iowa mean to say that I 
shall not have that right, or that I shall not be protected in that 
right? His amendment destroys that right absolutely, and yet he 
must see that there would be no profit to any publisher of any 
song in the sale of it unless first he could demonstrate to the pub- 
lic that it was a clever thing. The people would not know of its 
existence otherwise. Every one of the songs for which there has 
been a popular sale has been introduced to the public by some 
clever performer, who has taughi to the public the fact of its at- 
tractive tune or amusing words, and then everybody wants it. 
You destroy his most profitable right in his production. More- 
over, when you come straight to the rights of the thing, is it not 
a very necessary right that the author of literary or. musical com- 
position should enjoy a part of every profit which anybody ob- 
tains from the use of his brains? is bill does not forbid the 
singing of his song or the speaking of his piece for amusement, 
but only that when sung or spoken for profit he shall have some 
of the profit. Itseems that that is a fair, necessary, and equitable 
thing, if we are going to make an effectual copyright, and other- 
wise it is impossible that an author can ever make anything out 
of his work. 

Mr. RAY. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question 
before taking his seat? 

Mr. QUIGG. Certainly. 

Mr. RAY. Do you think this would be a violation of the law: 
Suppose his song was copyrighted and the owner of it should put 
that song in all the bookstores in the — of New York or of the 
United States-for public sale, and it go on sale in that way, 
and some company, in connection with a church, perhaps, or a 
county fair, or some other institution, should get up an entertain- 
ment and have that song sung in or as a part of that enter- 
tainment, would that, in your judgment, be a violation of this 
law? Is this bill intended to stop a thing’ of that kind? 

Mr. Ly sane I do not suppose the bill is intended to stop a 
thing of that kind, but I think it will operate to do so. 

Mr. RAY. If that would make such a use of the song an of- 
a it is too drastic after it has been put generally upon the 
market. 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Will the gentleman allow me to 
answer that question? 

Mr.QUIGG. Yes. 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Permit me to say that it seems to 

me that in line 8 of the bill we have a lete answer to the 
question of the gentleman from New York and the very matter 
which seems to have troubled the tleman from Iowa [Mr. 
Lacey]. Whena man offers a uct of his for public sale he 
gives then his consent that it may be reproduced by anybody. 
Mr. es Perhaps that is so, but I rather think not. 
Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. And without the consent proDa- 
bly, then, it becomes an offense; but when he offers it for notorious 
public sale he means that they shall pay for the use of it provided 
they do it. I think the point edhen tet the gentleman from New 
York is this, but if a man does not offer it in the book stores or 
the music stores in the manner suggested by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Ray], then he does not-offer it for promiscuous 
interpretation, but can copyright it and yet sell it to a single singer 
to be s He does not give the right to everybody to use it. 

Mr. QUIGG. ay friend’s answer is not mine. I should say 
that this bill forbade the reproduction for profit of that song by 
anybody anywhere and under any circumstances without the own- 
er'’sconsent. That is what the law ought todo. When it is 

ed that this is too drastic, I say no, and that there is no t 
in the unless it has the be of sucha law. So far as its 
reproduction by a Sunday school at a charitable entertainment is 
concerned, gentlemen are raising a question that they know the 
owner of the song will never raise, but in order to protect him 
everywhere he must have a law under which he can raise that 
question if he likes 
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can stop this ee Soe 


drawn it strict! 
sop sil isons af dacs seen 
8 su 
Mr. Pree. Of course not. What 
Mr. CK. There is the power 
to enforce its orders, by fine an 


Mr. QUIGG. Precisely; but 


the 

Bee Sores eseeaees oar a ° 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker. 

word or two in reply to the tleman from 

and also in reply to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 

has just taken his seat. With all due 

to me that they misunderstand the scope, 

this bill. There could be no possible offense under it, 
enacted into law, unless the rendition of the ope. 
dramatic composition were without the consent the 
owning the copyright. His consent or nonconsent 

very gist of the offense. The man who owns a 

or dramatic composition has the right, if he chooses, to 
person to use it with or without compensa’ 

offense consists in using it without his consent. 

If the owner of the copyright sells to 
or of music stores throughout the of N 
where his copyrighted work, whether a musical or a 
composition, purposes of 
shelves, then, of course, ev 
from see ~ yo buys it ae 
copyright ey may sing or perform the 
a is made with his consent that the song 

Mr. STEW ART oe. But is not that only 
Re ne ne ee singing of the song for profit 
another use’ 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Not at all; I will show where the 
mistake arises. If the author or owner of the offers 
mepmnnneies for sale everywhere in bookstores music stores, 

they sell it with his consent, then any person who buys it from 
them of course buys with it his consent to perform it, and there is 
no offense. But now go to line 14, and you find that if the unlaw- 


aD Ot See ee then it will bea 
> aa eit a misdemeanor must be an unlaw- 


Mr. LACEY. But thelaw would beenforced by the grand jury | 
or — would on 


or by the district attorney. The com 
ing to do with it. ou are invoking here the eriminal stat 
utes of the United States and they can be brought to bear by any- 


8 
r. QUIGG. True; but there is ee a complaining witn 


withou oe the a = acts. 
inst Sunday schoo 
gee arising. 
Mr. HULICK. The 
would prosecute a Sun 


obody wants to 
is no danger of any such situa- 


ntleman says that in his opinion nobod 
school, but does the bil permit a 
“eee 


. QUIGG. I hope that the bill permits it. My friend from 
eae a COOPER] says it does not, and perhaps he is ri 
but I the law ought to avail to protect the owner at 
points. I say that unless you draw the law so strictly that you 
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Aah 
tA 


EB 


0 blic or te ormance 
of the ion profit or without The distinction 
which has made seems to me to be so) And there 
See for the gen 

owa. 
Mr. D Speaker, it seems to me that this matter is 


to strike out that part of the bill which to make the 
unlawful performance or representation dramatic or mu- 
sical com ion a misdemeanor punishable imprisonment. 
The to insert new in 
of that which I move to out. I ask a division of the ques 
tion, so that members may have an opportunity to vote as an inde- 
pendent tion on the motion to strike out. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The first part of the amendment 
will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


werk “eter tn Tt ae, nee f om 
. as : 
“Tf the unlawful performance be willful and for profit, 
cach params er Seapass all Se gaily & a wieiemenner, end, upen convin 
tion, be imprisoned for a period not exceeding one year.” 


The question being taken, the motion was rejected; there being— 


ayes 9, noes 52. 

The SPEAKER es a question is now on the 
second branch of of the gentleman from Iowa, 
which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Insert after the word “just,” in line 14, the ; 

The printing, publication, and Seer eed taealitranded composi- 
tion by the shall be deemed sufficient consent to the public 
performance or representation thereof.” 


The question being taken, the amendment was rejected; there 
~ —ayes 10, noes 52. 
Tr 


noes oe from Illinois [Mr. 
ae has an amendment to the committee will 
The 8 The amendmént which the gentleman 
has sent up to the desk will be read. 
read as follows: 


Amend inserting after the word “. granted,” in line 17, the words “upon 


‘On of Mr. ‘ 
vote wan lniionaae DRAPER, a motion to reconsider the last 


from the Senate, by Mr. Parr, one of its 
that the Senate had agreed to the reports of <p 


A 


mittees of conference on the disagreei 
on the amendments of the Senate to bi 
A bill (H. R. 4354) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Gould 
Carr, widow of the late Brig. and Bvt. Maj. Gen. Joseph B. Carr, 
United States Volunteers, deceased; and 
A bill i R. 2604) to increase the pension of Caroline A. Hough, 


votes of the two Houses 
of the following titles: 


widow of Brig. Gen. John Hough. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of the 
committees. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions was called. 

~ Sie. 2 mee I would like to inquire whether 
- upon the Government could come 
up in this hour, under the cail? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be admissible under the rule. 

Mr. PICKLER. 1 think we have no bills on the House Calen- 
dar. I therefore ask unanimous consent that we might have an 
hour to take oo on the Private Calendar reported from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it would scarcely be in 
order to make the request at thistime. It has not been the custom 
heretofore to interrupt the call of committees for requests for 
unanimous consent. The Chair has exercised that discretion thus 
far in regard toit, and thinks that it would interrupt the business. 

Mr. PICKLER. 1 will not press the matter. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- 
mittees. 

The Committee on Private Land Claims was called. 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up from 
the Committee on Private Land Claims the bill (H.R. 4603) to con- 
fer jurisdiction on the Court of Private Land Claims to try and 
determine a title. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. PAYNE. I make the point of order that this bill is not in 
order under this rule. 

The SPEAKER. This bill, the Chair has just been informed, 
is on the Private Calendar, and could not come up under the call. 


Mr. SMITH of Dlinois. This call was made just as I came into 
the Hall, and I did not know exactly what it was. I withdraw 
the bill " 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the next com- 
mittee. 

The Committee on Revision of the Laws was called. 

Mr. BOWERS. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 2782) to 


rr and arrange the laws relating to pensions. 
If I could be permitted a moment to explain the bill before it is 
read 


The SPEAKER. | The Chair will call the gentleman's attention 
to the fact that this bill is not on the House Calendar, and is not 
subject to be called up under the rule. 

Mr. BOWERS. It is on page 4 of the Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. That is the Calendar of the Whole House on 


are on the House Calendar only. 
Mr. BOWERS. Is it not entitled to be on the House Calendar? 


Iwo; it does not. 

The Chair thinks the House is entitled to 
know what bills are liable to come up under this committee call, 
and that the requirement that it should be on the House Calendar 
is twofold: First, that it shall not carry an appropriation, and 
second, that it shall give notice to the House that it is in that con- 

. Thequestion whether it ought to be changed to the other 
Calendar or not would make no difference, as the gentleman will 


at once see, in that regard. 
Mr. BOWERS. It carries no appropriation, but simply codi- 
fies the laws. 


The SPEAKER. Then some proceeding may be taken at an- 
other time to have it put on the proper Calendar. It can be called 
—= the next call of the committee. 

. BOWERS Would it be proper to move thatit be placed on 
° : 


the House Calendar 
The SPEAKER. Not for action to-day. It would not be in 
order while this call is progressing. Later on the Chair will ex- 
amine the bill, and if the proper motion is made we will be glad 
to assist the gentleman. It can be brought up then on another 
The Clerk will with the call of committees. 


The Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic was called. 
SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS IN THE DISTRICT OF CCLUMBIA. 


Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I present for the consideration of 
the House the bill (H. R. 1988) to further amend an act entitled 
“Am act regulating the sale of intoxicating liquors in the District 
of Columbia,” approved the 3d day ef March, A. D. 1993, and ask 
its immediate consideration. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That an act entitled “An act nogulnting the sale of 


intoxicating liquors in the District of Columbia,” approved March 3, A. D. 
1893, be, and the same is hereby, further amended as follows: 

Amend the first section of said act by striking out the words “‘ nor to sales 
by the maker, brewer, or distiller thereof not to be drunk on the premises;” 
so that the section as amended shall read: 

“That no person shall sell, offer for sale, or keep for sale or traffic in, 
barter, or exchange for goods, in the District of Columbia, any intoxicat 
liquor, except as hereinafter provided; but this shall not apply tosales e 
by a person under a provision of law requiring him to sell personal property. 
Wherever the term ‘intoxicating liquors’ is used in this act it shall be deemed 
to include whisky, brandy, rum, gin, wine, ale, porter, beer, and all other 
fermented and distilled liquors.” 

Amené section 2 of said act by inserting immediately after the words “ the 
action of said board shall be final and conclusive” the words ‘as to facts. 
Questions of law oo be appealed to the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia either by the applicant or any contestant of record;” so that the 
section as amended shall read: 

‘That there shall be, and there is hereby, constituted an excise board for the 
District of Columbia, which shall consist of the board of assistant assessors of 
the District, and the duty of which shall be to take up and consider all appli- 
cations for license to sell intoxicating liquors and take action on such applica- 
tions; and the action of said board shall be final and conclusive as to facts. 
Questions of law may be appealed to the supreme court of the District of Co- 
lumbia either by the applicant or by any contestant of record,” etc. 

Amend section 5of said act by striking out the words “and has an entrance 
thereon;"’ also by inserting immediately after “streets” next following the 
words “and on the corner diagonally opposite such barroom;”’ also by sub- 
stituting * building” for ‘place’ in the two places next following where it 
occurs; also by striking out from the words “ every place” to the words 
“make the place a barroom,” both inclusive; also by striking out from the 
words “and provided further” tothe words “ reference to their written con- 
sent,” both inclusive; alsu by striking out the words “ but until such convic- 
tion such licensee's license shall not be revoked or taken away from him,” at 
the end of the section; so that said section as amended shall read: , 

“That in the cities of Washington and Georgetown it shall be the duty of 
every applicant for a barroom license to present to the excise board with 
his application the written permission of a majority of the persons owning 
real estate and a majority of the residents keeping house on the side of the 
—- where it is desired to locate such business and on the confronting side 
of thesquare fronting opposite the same; andif the location of such 
is on a corner, such consent will be required from such owners and residents 
on both streets and on the corner diagonally opposite such barroom; and in 
that portion of the District of Columbia lying outside of the said cities of 
Washingtcen and Georgetown such applicant shall present such permission 
from a majority of the persons owning real estate and of residents keep: 
house within the space of 250 feet of the street or road-on each side of the 
building where it isdesired tolocate such business, and within asimilar space 
on the side of the street or road fronting opposite such building. The fact 
of such ownership of real estate shall be certified by the assessor of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and the fact of the required residence and the genuineness 
of the signatures of the residents aforesaid shall be certified by the lieutenant 
or acting lieutenantof the police precinct which embraces such proposed loca- 
tion: Provided, That any established hotel or tavern having 25 chambers for 
lodging guests sball always have the right to obtain for itself a license for a 
barroom on compiying with the provisions of this act, and the petition in 
such case must be made by the owner or lessee of such hotel or tavern: Pro- 
vided further, That upon a conviction of such licensee of keepinga ee 
or disreputable place it shall be the duty of said excise board to revoke su 
licensee's license.” 

Amend section 6 of said act by striking out the words “above age of 16 
ears;’’ also by inserting at the end and in continuation of said section the 
ollowing: ““And provided further, That the interior of every place where 

intoxicating liquors are sold shall at all times be exposed to iull view from 
the street, except in the case of a hotel ae interior dining room, in 
which case there shall be a full view of the interior from the public halls;” 
so that said section as amended shall read: } 

“That under the licerse issued in accordance with this act no intoxicatin 
liquors shall be sold. given, or in any way disposed of to any minor or intoxi- 
cated person, nor to an habitual drunkard, nor to any person who is in the 
habit of becoming intoxicated, if such person's wife, mother, or daughter 
shall in writing request that the saloon keeper shall not sell to such person, 
or between 12 o’clock midnight and 4 o’cl in the morning, during whic * 
last-named hours and on Sundays every barroom and other place wher» 
intoxicating liquors are sold shall be kept closed and no intoxicating liquor 
sold: Provided, That the keeper of any hotel or tavern having a license under 
this act may sell intoxicating liquors to bona fide registered guests in his 
hotel or tavern at the meals or in the rooms of such guests: And provided 
further, That the said excise board may in its discretion issue a license to any 
duly incorporated club on ap wer of the officers of the club, and that the 
said. excise board may in its tion granta permit to such club to sell 
intoxicating —— to members and — between such hours as the board 
aforesaid may designate in said permit: Provided further, however, That any 
licensed dealer may, with the permission of the excise board, at any bona 
fide entertainment of any ty, club, or corporation, sell intoxicating 
liquors between suck hours as the board aforesaid may designate in said 
mit: And previded further, That the interior of every place where intoxicat- 
ing liquors are sold shall at all times be ex in full view from the street, 
except in the case of a hotel having an interior dining room, in which case 
there shall be a full view of the intericr from the publie halls.” 

Amend section 8 of said act by inserting immediately after the word “ prem- 
ises,” in the last sentence of said section, and also immediately after the 
phrase “ to be drunk where sold,” in this sentence, the words “ or in quanti- 
ties less than 1 pint, whether to be drunk on the premises or not;"’ so that 
said sentence shall read, as amended: - 

That “every place where distilled malt or‘fermented wines, liquors, Ts 
dials are sold in quantities as prescribed for retail dealers by section 
Revised Statutes of the United States, to be drunk upon the premises, or in 
Qa less than 1 pint, whether to be drunk on the premises or not, shall 


asa barroom; e 
Amend section 13 of said act by inserting immediately after “ party. ” before 
“ Provided,” near the end of the section, “nor to any person for contin 
the business of such twice-convicted licensee at the place or places where su 
violations oceurred or elsewhere; "’ so that the amended sentence of said sec- 
tion shall read: 
“That after second conviction no license shall thereafter be granted to said 
peaty nor to any person for continuing the business of such twice-convicted 
icensee at the place or places where such violations occurred or elsewhere: 
Provided,” 
section 14 of said act by inserting at the end and in continuation of 
said vection the following: “ Provided, Phat nothing in this section shall 


to witnesses against the violation of any of the provisions of this act;” 
oo tiixt sald section #0 amended shall read: : 


“That an rson in or aiding and abetting the violation of of 
the proviniobof this met akait he ofa and on con 
thereof shall be fined not less than nor more than or be 
in the District Jail or workhouse for not 


every such offense: Provided, That nothing in this section shall 
t the violation of any of the this act.” 


F 
: 


nesses of 
Amend section 15 of said act by substitu the words “ of two witnesses” 
for the words " satisthstorn toler ef Gamat so that the section as 


darn prommontions Cer vielehiona. se the provisions of Wie pepe be on 
information filed in the police court by the of the of Colum- 


bia or any of his assistants dul Guiboriaed 0 ost tor bien, aaa entd aatarnay 
or his ts shall file such information upon the presentation to him or 
eee sworn information of two witnesses that the law has been 
Amend section 16 of said act by striking out the words “ between the near- 
est entrance to each by the shosteah oases of Gravel” nud instead 
eres ea also by striking out the words “ at the date 
of the said or” where they occur; so that the section as amended shall 


“That license for any of the specified in any section of said 
shall not be granted to any person Tocondect wock tackione this oto ot 
a public amaesaest, serene or house of religious Se Beene 
by the shortest line between such of business and any pri- 
vate school, or house of religious worship, except in such places of business 
as were located and li previous to the erection or occupation of such 


in 
schoolhouse, private school, or place of worship: Provided,” etc. 
And ament section 19 of ead ach striking out the words “under 16 


;” also by st out the w That the may 
Pe ner cards, in duly 


of ~ 
in Te tetreten pe’ the playing, of such 
licensed places,” and inserting in the words = or aT; 


also by strik out the word * ” next owing; 
so that the sialon an Ganaeal bak ae . 
“That no licensee under a barroom license shall em or permit to be 


employed, or allow — female or minor or pee of crime to sell, 
give, furnish, or distribute any in’ ees ere thereof, 
ale, wine, or beer, to any person or persons, nor permit the playing of pool, 
or billiards, or other games in the room where such liquorsare sold, — 
adjoining room: Provided, That no licensee in any shall apowingly 

or permit to be sold in his establishment int liquor of any 

to any person under the age of 21 years, w penal: 


the +u due convic- 
tion thereof, of forfeiting such license; ere so fortelting his license 
shall again be granted a license for the term of two years.” 


The Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic reported the follow- 
ing amendments: 


On page 7, line 16, strike out “Provided, That nothing in this section shall 


apply to witnesses t the violation of any of the of this.act,” 
and substitute the fo: : 
“Provided, That no witness shall be excused from in any case 


brought under this act on the nd that his answer may tend to incrimi- 
nate , but no witness so ifying shall thereafter aes fora 
a any provision of this act concerning which such witness may have 

ze 7, line 20, after the word “ witnesses,” insert “ citizens of the Dis- 


On 
trict of Columbia. : 


On 8, line 1, after the word “ witnesses,”’ insert -“‘ citizens of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia.” 


_ On page 8, strike out from line 8 to line 18, inclusive. 


Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say to the House that the 
bill which has been read from the Clerk’s desk is in no sense a 
a bill. The existing law contains very serious defects. 

ntlemen are aware that the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia have recently called attention to some of these very 
radical defects, The changes which are proposed by this bill are 
to some extent changes recommended by the Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia. I say it is in no sensea prohibitory 
bill. ‘The defects which this proposes to remedy have been 
developed since the pee of the existing law, in an attempt to 
enforce that law. I desire to say further that all shades of opin- 
a gi = ghee upon the Committee upon the Alcoholic Liquor 
Traffic. e have friends of prohibition and license and 
other view of the matter represented upon that committee. We 
had an exhaustive hearing, at which, I think, nearly rue oy 
member of the committee was present, and this is - 
mously reported by the committee. I will state, as a specimen of 
the serious defects of existing law, that a man having a license as 
a brewer, or the agent of a brewery, may sell strong drink with- 
out any license whatever. That was y a serious over- 
sight and omission in the drafting of the law as it 
statute book. 

I repeat once more, that eens ee See 
this House may vote for this bill, if he is in favor of the 
ment of the license law now upon the statute book of the 
of Columbia. As an illustration of what I 
glaring defects in the existing law, which is 
edied by one of the amendments in this bill, I to send to the 
Clerk’s desk and have read a statement by the Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia. fH aaeeph oy cag apes Pay Ay orc 
whatever their individual opinions may be in 


I 
g 


teams oF its seppremien, ae one Seen ee —- 
an e hearing, which are read they 
satisfied that e pretender = Aye ineynte « correct. I 


think if members of the House 
repent SS ans Se ere ee ae ee aa Ss 
Ww, W er ma views on ee Sone. 
readil vote for every provision, od Bini 
I the Clerk to read an extract from 


missioners of the District of Columbia, in regard to one of the 
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| defects intheexisting law. . ae ‘ 
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The Clerk read as follows: 
(From the report of the Commissioners. ] 
LICENSES AND BREWERIES. 

There are four breweries doing business in the 


of Columbia and one 


of of foreign breweri 
& score ore! es 
about to begin i 


Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, if no gentleman desires to be heard, 
I will move the previous question. 

Mr. MOODY. I should like to ask the gentleman a question. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield to his colleague? 

Mr. MORSE. Certainly. 

Mr. MOODY. On page 7 of your bill there is a provision that 
no witness shall be excused from i in any case brought 
under this act, and that in case he does ho hall he eneaxpt 
from prosecution, Now, I see the committee er 

after the word “‘ wi 7 words 
to establish 


one rule for citizens of the District of Colum 
to be witnesses, and another rule for tem residents of the 
District of Columbia who may happen to be witnesses? 

Mr. MORSE. I do not think that is the intention of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. MOCDY. That is the effect of this amendment. 

Mr. MORSE. I think the committee will disagree with my 
omens in pages to the effect of the amendment. 

Mr. MOODY. I should like to have my colleague explain the 
4) of the amendment. 


who may happen 


these gentlemen in regard to that amendment, he will fin1 a full 
and stint lanation. There appeared to be at this t 
a loophole which wed a man to escape from testifying, and it 


dent of the District of Columbia; for instance, one rule by which 
a member of could privilege of not testifying 
ee ee ee eee ree ae 
same privilege would not apply to a man or woman who lived in 
the of Columbia. t is wrong. 


I should ner 
ee ee ee Oe . 

. MO I think the committee understood the words 
onsale ak disaiainats eclien ix ia cts eee ee tem- 
porarily or permanently resides ,& member of Congress 
or anybody else. A of the District of Columbia is undoubt- 
edly on a somewhat different basis from citizens of other States 
and Territories; they do not votehere. I would say for the infor- 


mation of the House that we have some learned tlemen 

on that one of them the gentleman from New York 

Ot oe ; and while I am not a limb of the law myself, I 
ould pu 


Ww. 
bers of the committee thought this amendment all righ d 
that ft wonld bold water Senne 


Mr. MOODY. I should ag to hear the tleman from 
New York [Mr. eee) explain the oe of that amendment. 
I refer to the Seeneome * 06 bill, which is referred 


to in the of the . 
wae DANIELS. I have not the billhere. Ihave no copy of the 
Mr. MOODY. aah Boy tee heagg? iy ted, edge 


Mr. MORSE. Then, Mr. Speaker, if there be no further ques- 
tions, I demand the geen question. ' 
The SPEAKER. gentleman from Massachusetts demands 


the previons question, 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield to the gentleman 
from Vermont to offer an amendment? 

Mr. MORSE. I do; but I certainly hope that the distinguished 
Fetes from Vermont will not offer a prohibitory amendment. 
pore he will seek to accomplish that purpose in another bill. 
thi’ is @ bill which should receive the vote of every member of 

House, and is not a prohibitory bill. 
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Mr. POWERS. Ithink the gentleman will see on the reading of 
the amendment thatit is not in any sense a prohibitory amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. MORSE. I do, sir. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


: Amend by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting the fol- 
os . 


“Section 1. On and after March 4, 1897, no person in the District of Colum- 
bia shall, by himself, clerk, agent, or servant, sell, furnish, or give away any 
intoxicating to any other person at any place other than his own 
dwe house. 

“Suc. 2. Any perece, violating the provisions of section 1 of this act shall be 
punished as follows: For the first offense, a fine of $50; for a second offense, 
a fine of and imprisonment in the District Jail for the term of sixty days; 
for the third or any subsequent offense, a fine of $100 and imprisonment in 
the District Jail for the term of one year. 

“Sec. 3. This act take effect upon its passage." 


Mr. MORSE. Mr.8S er, [hardly think the gentleman from 
Vermont is serious in offering this amendment. Whatever may 
be the merit of the ae of the gentleman it should be pre- 
sented in a separate bill and disposed of in that way. I hope he 
will not encumber this bill with this amendment. I think that 
this is a bill that ought to receive the vote of every member of the 
House, because it simply cures defects in the existing Jaw, some at 
least of which are recommended by the District Commissioners. 
It is not a prohibitory bill. If we are to have a bill of that char- 
acter let us have it in a separate measure, and let the House pass 
this bill that is presented on the recommendation of the Commit- 
tee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic, in which, as before stated, there 
are representatives of every shade of belief on that question. This 
is a unanimous report of that committee, as I have already said, 
to cure defects in the existing law, and I hope the House will not 
encumber it with such an amendment as that offered by the gen- 
tleman from Vermbdnt. 

Mr. POWERS. The gentleman from Massachusetts has reiter- 
ated the statement several times that his bill is not what is 
known as a prohibitory bill. He lives in a State, as well as I do, 
and other prominent men, including the Speaker of this House, 
that believes in the principle of prohibition, and that there is no 
other way of dealing with the liquor traffic but to stamp it out; 
and if you want to stamp it out you do not want to dally with any 
license laws; for of all the laws that haye ever been invented since 
the morning and evening stars sang together calculated to permit 
the liquor traffic, it has been the license laws in force in this coun- 

. Now,if you are intent on eradicating this evil, put your foot 
on it and stamp it out. There is no other way. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, if I can not get a whole loaf 1 pre- 
fer a half loaf to no bread; and if I can make the existing oer 
more stringent and curtail the business, preventing liquor from 

sold to minors in saloons, to stop young women from sell- 
ing drink, and to prevent brewers from keeping a bar without a 
license, I am in favor of having such amendment made to existing 
law. That which is sought to be attained by the gentleman from 
Vermont can only be accomplished by a prohibitory measure, 
This is a measure of an entirely different character. This isa 
bill that, as I have already said, ought to receive, and I believe 
will receive, if left without amendment, the vote of nearly every 
member of this House who has read the report. I hope the 
amendment of the gentleman from Vermont will be voted down. 

The — was taken on the adoption of the amendment 
offered by Mr. Powers; and the Speaker announced that the noes 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. BARRETT. Division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 11, noes 66. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now on the amendments 
offered by the committee. 

The question was taken; and the amendments recommended by 
the committee were agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is upon the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill as amended. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. MAHANY. Division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 95, noes 15. 

Mr. MAHANY. I desire to make the point of no quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York makes the 
point of no quorum. The Speaker will count the House. [After 
counting.] One hundred and fifty-eight gentlemen are present— 
not @ quorum. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I would state to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts that it is utterly impossible to get a quorum to-night. I 
therefore suggest that he move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. MORSE. I move,in accordance with the suggestion of the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was 


eed to; and accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 7 
minutes p.m.) the 


ouse adjourned. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXTV, the following executive commu- 
— were taken from the Speaker’ 's table and referred as fol- 
OWS: 


A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a 
from the 


copy of a communication of the Navy, trans- 
mitting an additional —— of appropriation for salaries, Nau- 
tical Almanac Office, year 1898—to the Committee 
on Appropriations reno top shed to be printed. 
A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
TT Bawle cdenints the findings filed by the court in the cases of 
administrator of Uriah Rutherford, deceased, and 
Asa C. Remsburg and George W. Remsburg, executors of Isaac 
Remsburg, deceased, inst The United States—to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


A letter from the Secretary of War, es with a letter th 


from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Milwaukee Harbor, Wisconsin—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, 
reporting the results of their examination of the project for the 
Se of a avenue from ae avenue to = Dis- 

ct line, with map accompanying—to mmittee on Appro- 
priations. and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Ss of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of En sera — of examination and survey of 
Nyack Harbor, New York—t= vommittee on Rivers and 
bors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engi eers, report of examination and survey of 
Annapolis Harbor, land—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be aehaiel 

A letter from the Secretary of War 1 bean tg with a letter 
ok mee te report of examination and surve at 
Catskill ork—to 


New Committee on Rivers and 
on iota ordered wo bo pind transm ith a letter 
ter e ar itting, with a 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and s = 
a channel connecting Flushing Bay with Newton Creek, 


York—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to ee 


A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, 
trom the Chief of =i mumaneieneehenreey ee 
Ooney Island Channel, New York—to the Committee on Rivers 
and bors, and ordered to be printed. 


ted. 
A ee from the ee of the United States, trans- 
mitting to Congress his annual report—to the Committee on the 
Jadiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. EVANS, from the Committee 
on Wa and Means, to which was referred the join i 
of the ouse (H. Res. 204) continuing in force section 2 of the 
act of June 3, 1896, entitled ‘‘An act to repeal section 61 of an act 
to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Government, and 

ported the ue which became a law A 
ya eon amendment, bya a report (No. 
t resolution and report were referred to the 
Doneaitaes of tas ole House on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills were severally re- 
ee eee ttees, delivered to the Clerk, ik wdbanall do 
e Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. PICKLER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
(aport Wo. H. R. 5697) granting a pension to Surg. B. H. Peterson. 
By Mr. WATSON of Indiana, from the Committee on Claiins: 
meee 1488) entitled “An act to provide for the payment of 
the claim of Christian M. Kirkpetrick for paving the street adja- 

a ee lis, Ind.” (Report 
‘0. 2295. 





CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


tk eden tenes the Committee on crag: cto 
from the consideration of 
peuy House bl 0. 4478, for the relief of Milttery a’ Housel; 
e were referred to the Committee on 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the follow- 
in — = in and as follows: 


troduced referred . 

ARRETT: ee ee eee 

bers of the President's Cabinet shall be from the Sen- 
f Representatives—to the Committee on the 


t, 
By Mr LIKEN: A bill (H. R. 9529) ee 
of filtration of the United States 
tol—to the Committee and Grounds. 
Mr. HOWE: Sa 0 ee 
dian T tory-“to the Conaaitse Indian — 
erritory— e on 


Ways and = 

By Mr. RAY: 5 the multiplication 
of suicides—to the Committee 

By Mr. ALDRICH of Tiinois: I Res. No. 487) 


hevsinton . 
peaewey | tor the pee ee ee the late 


PRIVATE BILLS, ‘aes 


_ ele Cas Sen bills of the following titles 
“— Mr. BRUMM. A bill R. 9698) pension to 
a 
Elizabeth P. —to the Pensions. 
R: A bill (H.R. 9584) for the relief of Edmund 
yan—to the Committee on 
Torn bill (HL Fe 0585) an of pension to Jane 


mS Mr. Haron. ‘’ bill (H.R. 9536) the of 
= P. Haskell entenant, Company iy Fourteenth egiment 
Indiana Infantry—to the Committee on 
Be G: £8 ae = ne 
the Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. H : A bill (E.R. $598) for the reli! of Jeremiah 
Hunt—to the Committee 


a bill (H.R. 9539 0 ee 
Marts for failureof title west half of an 


17, township 80, range 24 west, fifth principal 
& ion om the Bs for the relief of Malean Phillips—to the 
Comanince un the Bebaie beatae 


Also, - R. 9541) for the relief of the heirs of Lewis 


Fletcher H. Chapman —to the 
By Mr. SU WAY: A bill et 
fen ere 
“Ai, bil (H. R. 95538) a to Verona Harri- 
‘Also, Abo, bil (HB. 55 4 e pension to Mary B, Taylor— 
O° | os the Unemadaaes Teeatid Pomione 
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R. to amend the records of the 
Curtis C. Hatchoson 40 the Commit: 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 11, 1896. 
The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Hewny N. Coupen. 
‘The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 


ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. DINGLEY. I rise to make a motion that when the House 

j to-day it be to meet on Monday next. I have been asked 
whether, if this motion be adopted, it will cut off the evenix 
session for pensions, and I desire to say that it will not. The ad- 
journment will not take place until the end of the evening session. 

The SPEAKER. Itsimply means that when fhe Houseadjourns 













Mil- | to-day it will adjourn to meet on Monday instead of on Saturday. 
The motion was agreed to. 
a MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
from the Senate, Mr. Piatt, one of its clerk 

PETITIONS, ETC. “ that the tare o> yeep bill (S. $888) to oneal 
Under clanse 1 of Rule XXII, the following ian een en ee 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and ites Galen aiier ” passed finaily June 3, 1896; 
By Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the Glass Blowers’ Association, | 77'Which the concurrence of the House was requested. 

relating to the restriction of the Committee on cutie dankiih medimhe SENDING BHA. 

Immigration and Naturalization. : . ; 

Also, resolutions of Meade Post, No. 1,Grand Army of the Re- | _ Mr. BELL of Texas, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 


file a minority report on the bill H. R. 8189—the Union Pacific 
Railroad bill. 
W. H. WADE. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I have introduced a bill for the 
relief of W. H. Wade, late a captain in the Thirty-first Ohio 
Po alaege + gam aman it be referred to the Committee on 
Mine SPEAKER. Under the rules that will require unanimous 
consent. Is there ion? 


Mr. DINGLEY. this a claim? Under the rule all such 
claims to go to the Committee on War Claims. 

The The bill will go ta that committee unless re- 
| ferred to some other committee by unanimous consent. 


zens of Eva Ul, expressing inant ‘Mr. TRACEY. This is not, tchotiy speaking, acclaim. It isa 

By Mr : Paper from Hon. A. J. McCrary, of bill relief from the repayment of money disbursed b 
gelation ing tin pongo us Mae | Se acne aan aay oe 
aaa i hate ee Sanaa OE Ser DINGLEY. Well, it is really a claim under the rule. I 
City, July ¢, 1890, favoring the paseage of « bill granting theoll- |12'C5° Dut it sceme to me that it ie better to adhere to the rule 
as is the retired lists of the Army and Navy—tothe ir TRAGEY. I trust the gontionns will not insist upon his 


objection. I have conferred with members of the Committee on 
War Claims, and they tell me that they have agreed not to take 
up any new bills at this session. Thiscase is a very pressing one, 
and it is important to Colonel W ade (who was lately a memn- 
eeu WeniiaenGiak ediet dhall te quuntet at teis-ccecien. 
The amount involved is a. small one, and the bill is absolutely just. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, the diffieulty is that if we break 


bill go to the Committee on War Claims, where { understand it 
belongs. Otherwise we shall have similar applications in other 
cases all the line, and the rule will be broken down. 
The i ion is made. 
MEADE POST, NO. 1, PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to present 
and have printed in the Recorp a memorial of 
Meade Post, No. 1, of the State of Pennsylvania. 
| Mr. IN. What is the nature of the gentleman’s 
HICKS. That this memorial be read and inserted in the 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I object. I do not object to its being 
read, but I do to its being printed in the Recor. 
The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 
ENROLLED BHAS SIGNED. 
Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re 
that had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 


— when the Speaker signed the same: 
A (5. 264) providing for the location and purchase of pub- 
lands for reservoir sites; and 
A bill (S. 2047) extending the time within which the University 
of Utah occupy lands heretofore granted to it. 


SALE OF LIQUOR IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
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Mr. MORSE. Will the Speaker please state, for my information 
and that of the House, what is the arliamentary situation with 
reference to H. R. 1888 (entitled “‘A bill to amend an es entitled 
‘An act regulating the sale of intoxicating es in the 

of Columbia’”), upon which the House voted before adjo t 
last evening, and upon which the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
MAHANY] made the point of no quorum? When will it be in 
order for the House to complete the vote? 

The SPEAKER, It will be in order the next time the commit- 
tees are called in pursuance of the rule under which the ma 
came up, with this possible exception: There is a special 

nding on a bill presented by the gentleman from Vermont Mr. 

OWERS], which may turn out to have the right of way; but the 
Chair will not undertake to decide that question now. 


LEAVE TO SIT DURING THE SESSION OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. HULL, by unanimous consent, obtained leave for the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs to continue in session this afternoon 
during the session of the House. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, this being Friday, and learn- 
ing from conference with the gentleman from Maine . Dine- 
LEY] and others that there f no public business emanding 
urgent attention, if no one else es the motion, I desire to 
move that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
for the consideration of bills on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will please withhold that 
motion for a few minutes, as the gentleman from nities on Ways 
Evans] desires to present a matter from the Cominittee on 
and Means. 

Mr. MoMILLIN. I will do so. 


ALCOHOL IN THE ARTS. 


Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, the Committee on Ways and Means 
has had under consideration the Senate joint resolution to extend 
the time for the joint select commission on the use of alcohol 
free of tax in the arts to make its report, and has authorized a 
favorable report upon the resolution, with some amendments. 

The ane eee a joint resolution of precisely the same tenor 
as that offe “4 ouse. I ask that the Senate resolution be 
taken up and passed by the House in lieu of the resolution reported 
by the srenh sag ~*y ays and Means. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Joint resolution (8. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of the act roved 

June 8, 1896, entitled ‘‘An act to repeal section 61 of ‘An act to uce tax- 


— to provide revenue for the Government, and for other purposes,’ * 
hich Sosamee alaw August 28, 1894. : 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Re; ntatives, etc., zat the provisions 
of section 2 of the act approved June 3, 1896, entitl tled “An act to repeal sec- 
tion 61 of ‘An act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Govern- 
ment, and for other purposes,’"’ which became a law August 28,.1894, be, and 
they are hereby, continued in force, and the joint select committee 
fore appointed under said section shall, when the 7 have reached a final con- 


clusion, report the same to Congress, together with such information as they 
shall have obtained. 


Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, is there a report 
in this case? 

The SPEAKER. This joint resolution has not been reported tT 
the committee. It is now in charge of the committee. It 
require unanimous consent to discharge the committee and bring 
the resolution before the House. 

Mr. DINGLEY. This is a Senate resolution, I understand, 

The SPEAKER. A Senate resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I took it for granted that the gentleman from 
Kentucky {Mr. Evans] ititended to have the Senate resolution, as 
laid before the House, taken up and acted on, as the Committee 
on Ways and Means has favorably reported a bill identical in its 
terms with this. I should like to have the order referring the 
Senate resolution vacated, in order that the resolution may be 
considered now. 

The SPEAKER. As that would require unanimous consent, 
that consent might as well cover all the points. 

Mr. DINGLE This resolution, as I understand, simply ex- 
tends the time within which a report may be made to a 
- the commission appointed to consider the subject of the rebate 

taxation on alcohol used in arts and manufactures. The prop- 
osition, I understand, is to extend the time for making the report 
until the close of this session. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request? 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Ido not like to object, but I 
wish my colleague |Mr. Evans] would make some explanation. 
I was unable to hear that of the gentleman from e 
DINGLEY}. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands, then, there is no ob- 
— >= e present consideration of the Senate resolution. 

Y of Kentucky. I do not intend to object. 

Mr. EVAN S. The joint resolution simply extends the time for 
the making of the report of this commission, so that the ane ey 
may be made at any time before the close of ‘the present on, 





DreceMBER 11, 





Mr. McCREARY of aay 
The SPEAKER. tht oft te Hoar Wl roceed bo 


ths counideration’ al tha Solas rassiation 


There was no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The sssbibiin bo ein ith him ama nike 
resolution to a third 

= ae Mr. Speaker, is this the stage for offering amend- 
men 

re ee Now is the time for consideration of amend-" 


os EVANS. Then, under the instruction of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, I offer two amendments to this resolution. 
These amendments, Tasos, ce tntentod tama maiets aan 


mittee on Ways and M: ae ee make it clear 
that the extension of time Congress. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendments. 
The Clerk read as follows: - 
taser in tne ee eee ee 
11, after the word “to,” the the present. 
ie ee enti ausaineion and they were 


The joint resolution as ee oa ordered to a third read- 
ing, read the tS ae passed. 
motion of Mr. EVANS, a motion to reconsider the vote last 
taken was laid on the table. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. McMILLIN. I now renew my motion to go into Commit. 
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 
e 


The bill (S. 724 granting an increase of pension to Helen M, 
Mallery was as follows: 
Be tt enacted, et. That the Beoretary of the or ee ee 


of Garrick Mallery, late captain and 
Army and lieu tenant-colonel Thirteenth apalid 


lonel United States Vol to her 
co ate matoerk toa 2 cori a 


ere wiles uae es ee eae . 
ne oe under the operation 
Ge the bill was ordered to @ third reading, read 

e, an 


Oe sean oe ie, PICKLER, a motion to reconsider the vote 
last taken was laid on the table. 
HANNAH R, QUINT. 


The bill (H. R. 6792 to Hannah R. 
nena ) granting a pension Quine 


he ented tes That the Secretary o pnson rol the name of Hannah 


R. Quint, widow of v of Brian W. Fletcher, info of, Company 


Infantry, and pay her a pension of $12 per month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. , [should like to have the engrossed 
of the bill ced in this cage. 
e SP’ Then the matter must lie over. The Chair 
is informed that the bill has not been engrossed. 
ELVIRA ere 


Mr. SULLOWAY. Mr. I ask unanimous consent to 
call w from the Clerk's a bill on the Private Calendar 
(8. to Elvira Bachelder. 

TheS he bill will be read subject to the right of 


ge ) 
e bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the and 
cctnctiosh oak Ghicatel te ceutantle ammien i Seek 
sions and limitations pe Ph Fa yw OES f $12 @ mo 


name of Elvira peg By my s f 
private in Company D, gan Hampebire Hea 4% , 
The SPEAKER. 
unanimous consent tor the present plese i lhe bill. 
Mr. ERDMAN, i 
The SPEAKER. Chair desires to say that he bmitted 


misdescri on ee ee acknowledging propriety 


of the ac DMAN. Under Ss ceeuaibedahs 
aa der the I withdraw the ob- 


- 








. McMILLIN. I now renew motion, Mr. , that 
ee reulive Minit inte Onumalites of the House for 
the of . 

motion was 

The House itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Payne in chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
ror the purpose of considering the Private , and the Clerk 
will report the first bill. ; 

PETER COOK. 


ee *" Saal of the be, and here 

wen - Sire to pay to Peter Gook, of Lonoke Ark: out ot 
cay money ty te ity the Dour bs duo to him ag a level cltinen 
is Geccnanl lenis by the ome Oh ae the late 
war. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. NEILL) was read, as " 

The on War to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2741) 
et on War of -ninth s, to whom was 
aes Si cities Mealihe tall dian eotieved ihe meene'he see 
Court of ne pees Sere = under the of the act of 
The Ee ban Gels cesnrand te bakd cnmmaittes by the court with findings 


] Bs of No.280. Peter Cook 
(Congressional. eer Se vs. 


STATEMENT OF CASE. 
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Gessribed, the reasonable value of which 


BY THE COURT. 
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: JOHN RANDOLPH, 
Assistant Clerk Court of Claims. 
Mr. I move that the bill be laid aside 
ss Ge Meer ak. sete eae i 
4 GLEY. I would like to ask whoever has charge of 
this bill if it was ever presented to the proper authorities for adju- 


a. Jam not sble to anawer the question of the gen- 
eh ea discloses a 
mation that I have in reference to the matter. ” 
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does not state; but ordinarily it 


Mr. DINGLEY. The re 


would be expected that such claims should be presented to the 
—— cers 


bill carries a the amount allowed by the court. 


It was presented to the Court of Claims, and the 
Mr. DINGLEY. But these claims should have been presented 
to the -General 


Mr. McRAE. The bill was the basis of discussion for two hours 
or more during the last session of Congress, and I heard no cbiec- 
tion to it then. I have no personal knowledge of the facts except 
that which I —- in the reading of the report and from that 
discussion. e claimant lives in the district represented by my 
colleague, General NeiL1L, who is unavoidably absent. He made 
the report, and is familiar with all the facts. After hearing the 
discussion, however, during the last session I am convinced that 
the bill is a ee one and ought to pass. 

Mr. DIN’ The bill has been discussed, as I understand 
the gentleman, in the House? 

Mr. McRAE. Yes, sir; in the Committee of the Whole House 
for several hours ee the last session. 

Mr. DINGLEY. It does not appear to have been prosented to 
the Quartermaster-General and either rejected or allowed. 

Mr. McRAE. Ido not know about that. I do not think it was 

ted, although I have no information on that point. I move 
t it be laid aside with a favorable recommendation. 

The motion was to. 

The bill was accordingly laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


AUGUSTUS P. BURDITT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
180) to ey out the findings of the Court of Claims in the case of 
. Burditt. 


A 
bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Reem ay | be, and he is hereby, 
authorized re to Augustus P. Burditt, of Boston, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, ving partner of the late firm of Burditt & Fisk, the sum of 
Se gr the services of the steamboat Mattie, owned by said firm of 
itt & and used in the military service of the United States from 
the 5th day of January in the year 1865, to the 3lst day of Joneaty. in said 
year usive, at rate o a day,as found by the Court 
Me Net Goze & i the f $19 ad found 
of Claims in its nae of facts dated the 9th day of June, 1890, House Mis- 
cellaneous Document No. 236, Fifty-first Congress, first session. 


Mr. OTJEN. Iask for the feading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. OTJEN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 130) 
for the relief of Augustus P. Burditt, submit the following report: 

This was presented to the Committee on War Ciaims of the Fifty- 
third Congress, and was vette oon weportes upon by thatcommittee. A care- 
ful examination of the facts involved brings your committee to the same con- 
clusion as that reached by the committee of the last House. A copy of said 
report is hereto attached and made a part of this a 
our committee recommend the passage of the bill. 

(House Report No. 510, Fifty-third Congress, second session. } 

The Committee on War to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4530) 
to conte out the findings ——, . urt of Claims in the case of Augustus P. 
Burditt, respectfully report as fellows: 

This bill was before this committee in the last Congress, and the committee 
“— the re then made, which is as follows: 

“The ttee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 668) 
for the relief of Augustus P. Burditt, submit the following report: 

“This measure was considered by this committee in the Fifty-first Con- 
Lyre and _ reported upon favorably, which report is appended as a part 

repo 

“ Your committee concur in the conclusions stated in that report and rec- 
ommend the passage of the bill.” 


[House Report No. 3172, Fifty-first Congress, first session. ] 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 12008 
to out the findings of the Court of Claims in the case of Augustus P. 
ha considered the same, respectfully report as follows: 

That this isa claim by the surviving member of a partnership consistin 
of the claimant, Augustus P. Burditt, and one James Fisk, since decegsed, 
both of whom are found to be loyal to the United States during the late ro- 

for the use of a steamboat called the Mattie, under military authority, 
for the use of the Quartermaster’s Department, United States Army, from 
the 5th to the 3ist of January, 1864, inclusive, amounting to twenty-seven 


da 

itis found by the Court of Claims that the steamboat was duly impressed 
into the service of the United States; that she was used for the period for 
which payment is claimed, and that her services were worth the sum of $190 
a day,amounting to the sum of $5,130. The findings of the Court of Claims 
are annexed. Your committee therefore report back the bill (H.R. 
12008) favorably and recommend its passage. 


[House Miscellaneous Document No. 236, Fifty-first Congress, first session.] 


A copy of the findings of the Court of Claims in the case of Augustus P. Burditt 
against the shes States, transmitted by the clerk of said court. 
Court or CLAIMs, CLERK'S OFFICE, 
Washington, June 17, 1890. 
Sim: Pursuant to the order of the court, I transmit herewith a certified 
ae findings filed by the court in the aforesaid cause, which case was 
to this court by the Committee on War Claims, House of Represent 
ati under the act of am 
You. vi , yours, etc.; 
on re ARCHIBALD HOPKINS, 
Chief Clerk Court of Claima, 
Hon. THomas B. REED, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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" there she was seized by the Government to transport army stores 
























Court of Claims, term of 1889-90. Gearon , No. 348. Augustus P. 
t Burditt vs. The States. ] 


The claim or matter in the above-entitled case was transmitted tothe court 
‘by the Committee on War Claims of the House of Representatives the 27th 
day of February, 1885. 

, Poot D. Geneste appeared for claimant, and the Attermey-General, by J. W. 
Ranneils, esq., his tant and under his direction, appeared for the 
and protection of the interests of the United States. 

The case having been brought toa hearing the lith day of May, MA, Ge 
court, upon the evidence and after ae a briefs and arguments of 
counsel on both sides, find the facts to be as follows: 


L 
The claimant resided in Massachusetts until 1852, when he took up his resi- 
@ence at Olive Branch, De Soto County, Miss., and in 1859 his resi- 
dence to Memphis, Tenn., where he resided until the close of war. He 
now resides in ton, Mass. 
In the years 1864 and 1865 the claiman Augustus P. Burditt, and one James 
, Since deceased, were in partnership and owned a steamboat called the 
Mattie, of 149 tons burden, and of which Matt. A. Glass was master, and 
which was enrolled, as shown in the following certificate: 


Untrrep States Custom-Hovss, 
Memphis, Tenn., February 16, 1870. 

I hereby certify that the steamer Mattie, of 149 tons burden, was enrolled 
and licensed for the coasting trade in thisoffice,asappears of record, by G.N. 
Carlton, surveyor,on the 24th oo May, A. D. 1864, as per enrollment No. 49, 
permanent, ovned by A.P. Burdittand James Fisk, of Memphis, one-half each, 
and regularly cle and permitted by competent authority under the Treas- 
ury regulations made in compliance with existing laws at that time for the 
ea of the coasting trade between the United States and the States 

rebellion. 

Witness my hand and seal of office, day and date above written. 

[ SEAL. ] D. C. TRADER, 

n Surveyor of Customs. 


November 18, 1864, the said steamboat was seized by Capt. C. H. Gaubert, 
an assistant quartermaster of the United States Army, for*the military serv- 


Mr. OTJEN. Mes in wenetenee int 
used until the 4th of January, she 
for all that time the Government 






Ar they have had no pay. 


stores to Devalls Blaff, and there. is where her 
shaft broke. in ter nara poy ee ma 
Mr. LOUD. Was she taking these munitions for the 

se ety 

Mr. OTJEN. No; she was in the service of the Government of 
the United States, seized by the Quartermaster’s Department. 


Mr. LOUD. How are an insurrectionary port, I should 
like to ask? 


oe The State of Arkansas was in rebellion at that 
me. 

Mr. LOUD. Well, she must have been taken at some 
where the Urited States authorities had full control, and I 

So Quteeeee a ee 


andl wan Used tay tne wallitery autnecition eh the United Wander to transport snare wedi ey strpos gps — = ae 
ang was @ mi tary au nitec report; t remains, a a 
army stores to Little Rock and Devalls Bluff, the latter on White River, | }: y 

irksenes. Daring her trip to Develis Btuff her main shaft broke, and when | little steamer of 140 tons burden is a ee steep I should 
she reached Devalls Bluff her cargo was unloaded and she was released from to furnish the 


the service of the United States on the 4th day of January, 1865. 
January 7, 1865, a new shaft having been put into said steamboat, she was 
seized by an officer of pre ng co re all rtment, United States 
that ate waeit t the 204 of 7 a 98m antes on ae discharged from 
t date un of January, when she was 
the service of the United States at said Devalls Bluff. 
It would have taken her at least nine days, or until the 3ist of January, 
1865, to return to St. Louis, Mo., where she had originally been taken. 
The captain and crew were paid during all the time of the impressment by 
the owners of the steamboat. 7" 


No payment has been made for the services of said steamboat from the 5th burden, and how they could have a to pay $175 a day for 
day of January, 1865, to 3ist day of January, 1865. value of the | the Se aa expenses 


A reasonable 
aforesaid services of snid boat and crew would be the sum of $19a day, an | neither could the gentleman y understand it, if he knew 
amount which had previously been paid for the boat by the 'S | the full, true facts of the case. : 


8 
Oi ne accounting oficrs of the Treasury disallowed this claim, holdlog that | _ Mr. OTJEN. I will say to the gentleman that the Court ot 


they had no jurisdiction, on the ground that the impressment 
in an inpsurrectionary State. matter. 
Mr. LOUD. Oh, the Court of Claims have found a great many 
Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I should liketoaskthe gentle- 
Mr. OTJEN I to the nan from Kentucky 
Mr. McCREARY of : 


Iv. 
Augustus P. Burditt, the claimant, and James Fisk, his partner, were loyal 
to the United States during the late rebellion. 
Filed June 9, 1890. 


At A ‘ 
Test, tis Heh day of June, 1890. le . Isthis one of those cases 
SEAL. ARCHIBAI PKINS 
Chief Clerk Court of Claims. 


The committee, therefore, report back the bill (H. R. 4530) and recommend 
that it do pass. 


The CHAIRMAN. Thequestion is on reporting the bill favor- 
ably to the House. 

r. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I should like to ask if there is any- 
one here who knows anything further about this case than what 
is contained in the yo 

Mr. OTJEN. Mr. Chairman, I reported that bill. It isa bill 
to pay a claim for the use of the steamer Mattie for twenty-seven 
days’ services. 

On November 27, 1864, the steamer Mattie was at St. Louis, and 


have passed h the Court of 

Mr.OTJEN. Yes,sir. : 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Were the committee unani- 
mously in favor of reporting this bill? 

Mr. OTJEN. Yes. 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


Mr. OTJEN. Mi. Sener, I move that the Senato bill No, 90, 
Calendar number, 470, be substituted in place of this bill. It is 


to Little Rock, Ark. On January 4 she broke her shaft, and was 
released. The shaft was repaired in two days, and on the 7th day 
of January she was again seized and used from January 7 to Janu- 
ary 22 in transporting army stores for the Government. It would 
have taken the boat nine days to get back to St. Louis, where she 
was originally seized. For the use of these twenty-seven days for 
which this claim is made the owners of the boat paid for running 
her, and the amount which they paid was found by the Court of 
Claims to be $175 a day. The Court of Claims found that both 
claimants were loyal. ere is no question about the use of the 
boat for twenty-seven days, and the charge of $190 a day seems to 
be reasonable. I think the bill is just, and it seems to me that it 
should pass. 

Mr. LOUD. I should like to ask the gentleman why this was 


not paid for by the Quartermaster’s Defartment? = the Following repo 
Mr. OTJEN. The Quartermaster's Department did aot pay | “anh tects omtot witch tits Lill foe bellet carione Sell! ba feted ciated in 
because she was seized in an insurrectionary State. Senate Report Ne. 589, second session A copy of said 
Mr. LOUD. Seized in the city of St. Louis, which was not in a | T*port is hereto attached and made « part of Sis ‘ine tee 
State of insurrection at that time. claim to the Court of Claims for adjudication, and Sesnanuaell ne passage. 




























Isaw any drawings. 
the Otsego and four times the work on the boilers than there was 
on the and boiler of a Staten Island ferryboat mentivned by Mr. 

After the Otsego was finished she was run at the dock at the 
Fulton Iron Works by the Government two months trying some experiment 
with superheated Ss I think Sickels cut off to settle some contro- 
versy between Mr. E. N. Dickerson and Mr. B. F. Isherwood, Chief of the 
Bureau of Steam Engineering. 
“ISAAC 8. LAUBACK. 
“Subscribed and sworn to before me this Sth day of July, 1889. 
“(SmAL.] N. T. MADDEN, 
“ Notary Public, New York County, N. ¥." 


“Srate or New York, City and County of New York: 


































* FP. Isherwood, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he resides 
was built under siuatia es Aammmnicadion, Vis, Tip Viale’ Ceeses | ut We. fn Rest Thirty-sixth street, in the city of New York, and that he isa 
of war Oneiés, end Gartag Wiis year in A of this Mr. B F. | Chief engineer in the United States Navy; that in the year sé he was Chief 
do by the Senne the Me Bteam cates toour office | of the Bureau of Steam Engineering in the Navy Department, acting under 
Isherwodd, oo contracts for the ‘of double-enders. the instructions of the Hon. Gideon Welles, the then Secretary of the Nevy; 
to induce us take two wuier contrast. Mr. M one | that, in pursuance of his duties and by or<ier of the Secretary of the Navy, 
Many ¢ these vee eae — aeniiied ~ eeeer ne he made several contracts for engines and boilers in behalf of the said Depart: 
of the how difficult it was portant 16 was to Government to | ment fora class of steam vessels known as ‘double-enders;’ that the urgent 
tracts for the oe ie een tenner tees tereahed need of the Navy for this class of vessels at the earliest possible date required 
pave the meaiaey hor Re id the engines were of such a him, under the ae of said Department, to make contracts with the 
ae hee me ot ‘would cont than double those of a Staten different machine shops for the construction of the engines and boilers. 
and n “Mr takd bios bao id wat Some contracts, that errors as the contract with James Murphy & Co. for these 
inlend Gory hen. - im price aaa besides he was engines and boilers the drawings were not completed, and only data that 
mate! as gots Nog P ee take one set to help James epee § & Co., of the city of New York, one cf the several firms with 
<= with toa Isherwood said, whom the Navy or contracted — ae of this = of 
a Government _ | engines and boilers, was from deponent's ver explanations to said James 
; Pa bo mg ce for be pees fod ny pene ey gt era pane Murphy that other works were taking said contracts in that manner. De- 
bi if bo tenant ‘I would like to see the drawings.’ t further says that at the time was making these contracts he met 
ag Loy d said ‘They are not but it will be double the work ee ae eee ae rm of James Murphy & 
of af ‘s engine and boiler.’ Lauback said he could do it if he could Co., at their office in city of New York, and teld him that he wanted said 
che at once. Mr. Isherwood then addressed himsel* to Mr firm of James Mu y & Co. to build two sets of these engines and boilers for 
er and “You can’t lose on one set at $82,000. I have this class of *double-enders,’ and that deponent had given out a 
—- Tier thaaeachinees of ml of those veasels at the price named.’ | Sumber of contracts for this class of engines and boilers, and that it was of 
Sten replied, ‘I don’t like to go it on « jobof such tude. Mr vital im te the Government to have this machinery ready on the 
pe * You don't it blind. I tell that this ‘and boiler of the vessels then under contract; that the said James Murphy 
ae ss will — ee them a rm tof the en. | Said that he did not want any contracts, as they were full of work, and he 
boiler of a Staten pee g Can Se ae. Mr. M eaid. ‘if also stated that he did not know how to make a price for these cdgines and 
gine that. I will take one to help the Government th I boilers without the were drawings to figure the cost of such machinery. 
Jon Fe Sh lacs cantatieda tition con mane of tvs cieah: tend tte t then told him 2.900 for one set of these engines and boilers 
at without ‘contracts.’ was a rice, and he must 2 a contract for one set. 
ay one excess oun beyond the contract price is based on “I sald to James Murphy, ‘You have built the engines for the Staten 
these grounds: ere naeny oe. == my pees: Case pane - 
boilers will cost more than ¢ou e@ money that they cost, and that 
a eee ee ooo could make an approxi- Coupon would send a  ¥ of the working ieastions when completed, 
— The of the Bureau of Steam acting for the the work might be put under way at once. Aftef much persuasion 


so that 

deponent got the consent of said James Murphy that his firm would build 

the and boilers of the U.S. S. Otsego. urgency of the Government 

at that time for these vessels, and the reluctance of James Murphy to take a 

contract for these engines and boilers, induced me to make the comparison 

between the engines and boilers of a Staten Island ferryboat, which [ knew 
had constructed, and the engines and boilers of the U.S. S. Otsego. as 


tt to get Mr. James Murphy to accept the contract for his 
Ga damn return to Washington . reported all that he had done 





ge 


of drawings. to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, and in due course the Navy Depart- 
machinery, that ali ment forwarded a contract to said James Murphy & Co. for the building of 
no olice ex- ee and boilers for the said U. S. 8. Otsego. which was afterwards 
other —— that said engines and boilers were duly built and 
from —— by Navy Department. 
from the Government - t a ae that the acceptance of said contract by the said 


was on the ground of my yang to the engines 
and boilers of the Staten Island ferryboats which they had built, and my 


assurance that in my jud t the weight of these engines and boilers would 
me at the time contract ae en ay not exceed double the weight of the engines and boilers of the Staten Island 
drawings and ‘boats, of which said James Murphy & Co. had built several, as well as 


ve necessity of the Government for the immediate use of these 


Deponent further says that the said claim of James Murphy & Co. in 
excess of the price named in coutract also caused by the unavoidable 


ie 


in the wo drawings reason of the great amount of 
— oe in the Bureau of Steam ineering demanded by the war; the steady 
increase in the price of labor and material, and the delay in forwarding the 
of ascertain- dra increased the cost of the work to the contractors, subjecting them 
cost of the work | *° “B. F. ISHERWOOD 
gorfect and so “Sworn to before me this 3d day of July, 1889. seen . 
legality of our) =~ [epar.] ‘ JGOBN @. WIEGOLD, 


“Commissioner of Deeds, New York City and County. 
“Sratre or New York, City and County of New York, ss: 
“I, Edward F. Reilly, clerk of the city and county of New York, and also 


6 clerk of the 6 court for the said city and county, being a court of 
Notary = record, do hereby certify that Johan G. Wiegold, before vhom the annexed 
deposition was was, at the time of taking the same, a commissioner ot © 

deeds of New York, dwelling in said city and county, duly appointed and 


and authorized to administer oaths to be used in any court in said 
and for general purposes; that I am well acquainted with the hand- 
Souseebekener, and that his signature thereto is genuine, as I 


; 


if 


whereot I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal 
said and county, the Sth day of July, 1889. 
“EDWARD F. REILLY, Clerk.” 
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Tsaac, do you From the foregoing aifidavits and other evidence it appears that the firm 

you have on hand, | of James a & Co., consisting of James Murphy, William P. Buckmaster, 
says, will be about | and William J. Foese. proprietors of the Fulton Iron Works, of New York, 
island ferry- | entered intoa contract, under date of August 15, 1862, with B. F. Isherwood, 
were notready. | Chief of the Bureau of Steam Engineering of the Navy Départment, “to 
=. build and erect at their own expense and risk, in a secure and finished state, 


respect for sea service, in the U.S. S. Otsego, at the city of New 

machinery necessary for the propulsion of the same by an over- 
le wheel,” for the sum of $82,000. 

shows that the said James Mupphy & Co. did not make any 

i : y. WPhey knew nothing about it 

Bureau of Steam Engineering, came 
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into their office in the city of New York to induce them to take a contract; 
and Mr. Isherwood states in his testimony that it was of vital importance to 
the Government tc have machinery ready when the vessels then under con- 
struction were launched. Mr. Isherwood went to New York for the express 

urpose of inducing the machine shops to take these contracts, and demanded 
That Merphy & Co. should take at least one to help the Government. It was 
through his representations alone as to the value of thé work that they ¢on- 
sented to build one set of this ery. 

‘The evidence shows that the firm of James Murphy & Co. refused in August, 
1862, to enter into a contract with the Navy Department to furnish the ma- 
chinery for the U.8. 8. Otsego, but was fi y persuaded to doso on the assur- 
ance of said Isherwood, the contracting agent of the Navy Department, that 
the engines and boilers would not cost more than double those of a Staten 
Island ferry boat, and that the firm should promptly have the drawings and 
a be paid tor the less of actual labor and material over $82,000, the con- 

ract price. 

By reference to the investigations and findings of the a board, as 
stated in their report, it is seen that at the time Mr. Isherwood, in behalf of 
the Navy Department, made this contract with said James Murphy & Co. 
for the engines and boilers of the Olsego the Navy Department made con- 
tracts for 15 double-enders, for machinery for 22 double-enders, for 6 harbor 
and river monitors, with their machinery, for 1 iron double-ender, and for 
the ironclad Miantonomoh, in the months of August, September, and October, 
1862; and for 5 double-enders in June, July, and August, 1863; for 3 iron tug- 
boats in December, 1863; for the ironclad Onondaga, the ironciad yopciens 
Milwaukee and Winnebago in May, and the monitor Comanche in June, 
and for the monitor Naubuc in April, 1863. Besides, during the pe 
appointed for the construction of this work the Department had many other 
heavy jobs in its own yards and in the shops of some of these contractors 
and of other parties, so that the machinery, material, and skilled labor of the 
country were taxed to an unusual extent, and prices rapidly advanced. 

The failure of the Department to furnish the drawings until after the con- 
tract had been made, and six weeks later than had been agreed upon, during 
which time the cost of labor and material greatly advanced, caused the 
loss. The cost of labor and material was then advancing daily. It aspen. 
that said Murphy & Co. were willing to do this work without profit, but 

sitively refused to do it at a loss. e Government agent, Mr. erwood, 
owever, insisted that they take this contract at a price not exceeding: 
$82.000. The Government insisted, and Murphy & Co. claimed that the con- 
tract was made almost under duress by an officer of the Government in 
time of war, the officer sane. | To must do the work for so much money.” 
Said Murphy & Co. claim t to have refused under the circumstances 
would have caused the Government to impugn their ——: When, how- 
ever, the contract was sent to them for execution, they kept it several 
days, expecting to get a _— of the drawings, but failed to receive them. 
Then, on September 5, 1862, they executed and sent the contract to Mr. Isher- 
wood, the Government agent, in a letter, the original copy of which is on file 
with the papers in this case, and which reads as follows: 


“New York, September 6, 1862. 
“DEAR Str: We inclose contract for the Otsego’s machinery, which we 
have executed this day. We are still without any drawings, aithough the 
contract is dated August i5. Since that time labor and materials have 
advanced at least 15 per cent. This will enhance the cost of the work. 
exigency of the situation is the only reason we accept the contract, but before 
we begin the work we must be assured that we will be protected against actual 


“Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
7 adie “JAMES MURPHY & CO. 
“ZB. F. IsHERWOOD, Esq. 


Engineer, U. 8. N.” 

Mr. Isherwood, the Government agent, in his letter of September 10, 1862, 
noknousaae receipt of the contract, and assures said Murphy & Co. that 
they should be protected against loss on account of the advancing price of 
labor and materials, occasioned by the failure of the Government to furnish 
the plans and specifications as at first upon. 

Said Murphy & Co. would do no work until they were  roteres against 
loss, thus making the delivery of the contract conditional until an amend- 
ment to the contract was accepted by the Pant It Was dl 
Mr. Isherwood's letter of September 10, 1862, ting them to wor 
as fast as possible, and also stating that the Department would allow loss on 
labor and material in excess of the contract price. The original letter of Mr. 
Isherwood acknowledging receipt of the contract is on file with the papers 


in this case, and reads as follows: 
“ WASHINGTON, D. C., September 10, 1862. 
“James Murpny & Co., 
“Fulton iron Works, New York: 

“ Your letter of the 5th received. I will send a portion of the drawings in 
afew days. Push the work forward as fast as e. 

“The Department will allow actual loss on labor and material used in the 
Otsego’s machinery in excess of the contract price. 

“B. F. ISHERWOOD.” 

Said Murphy & Co. claimed and regarded these two letters as much a part 
of the contract as if they had been embodied in the contract itself. It was 
desired to save time, as that was of mount a. Said Isherwood 
at this time was Engineer-in-Chief of the Uni States Navy, as well as 
Chief of the Bureau of Steam Engineering. While in these positions, 1862 
to 1871, he made contracts for the Navy Department. Payment made by the 
Government on such contracts acknowledged his authority to make them. 

The contractors for the machinery and hulls of the double-ender gunboats 
contracted for in the years 1862 and 1863 applied to Congress for an addi- 
tional allowance over the contract price ow therefor by the Navy Depart- 
ment, and a board of officers was a inted to examine their claims, under 
the following resolution, passed in the Senate March 9, 1865: 

“IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED States, March 9, 1865. 

“ Resolved, That the Secretar+ of the Navy be requested to or; a board 
of not less than three competent persons, whose duty it shall to inquire 
into and determine how much the vessels of war and steam ry con- 
tracted for by the Department in the years 1862 and 1863 cost the contractors 
over and above the contract price, and the allowance for extra work, and 
report the same to the Senate at its next session, none but those who have 
given satisfaction to the Department to be considered.” 

Under resolution the honorable Secretary of the Navy a ted a 

. consisting of Commodore Thomas 0. Selfridge, Chief eer Alex- 
ander Henderson, and Paymaster ©. H. Eldridge, which convened at the 
a—eeaere Navy-Yard June 5, 1865, and continued in session for more than six 
months. 

Among the contractors who had been notified by the board organiend under 
the pesotatian above cited toappear before it for the purpose of testif as 
to their claims to additional compensation for the work performed, Mr. 
William P. Buckmaster, one of the firm o/ James Murphy & Co., presented 
himself before the board and testified, under oath, as follows: . 

“The contract (for the machinery of the double-ender Otsego) was dated 
by the Navy Department August 15, 1862, in which [seven months) was 


allowed to complete the peavey 
was not so delivered until June, 
ment from the terms of the contract 
by the letter attached to the bill 
machinery was $104,386.61, and the 
contract price, was $82,000, lea 

and above the contract 

work, and that there are no 

No. 36, for any cond 


he considered it a fair price, 
the work, and it te 
at the weight of 
class, while it did exceed it 
at the time the contract 
paring it with engines 
piston that we built for river boats, but 
Upon the conclusion of the examination of 
board made the follo’ $ 
“The board, after a examination of the bill of cost 
several contractors for vessels and steam 
— 1862 and 1863, who have a and made 
etermined theexcess of cost in several cases over 
price and allowance for extra work to be as follows: . 
Wooden double-enders—Machinery. 


above the 


puogninty, by authority of an 
alls ae 
con or 
for the same under contracts 
Toners was communicated to 
Fulton 
exa’ 


Iron Works does not appear to have been presented to 
mination. 


twenty-seven gunboats mentioned 
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the same debate Senator Hendricks, of Indiana Congressional 
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I was a member. 

of. Was there specific direction to you, as a board, as to what you were 
to examine 

“A. No, sir; the law of was submitted to us by the Secretary of 
wR Seoohew cane 

“ t did you examine and consider under that law? 
ah We considered fs be due each 
material and labor on contracts only, and more. 

oe Seand to thaee paclieet 

“Q. Why did you not consider them? 

“A. Because did not come within the province of the law. 

“Q. You did consider and reject them, but you refused to consider 


“A. We refused to consider them. 
‘ou ruled them as not within your jurisdiction? 


“A. We ruled out what the law for. 

“8 Bat you somidered thatthe iow applied to What? 

~ 5. Oaby 3 Soe avenned cost Semmes rise in material and labor 
the time were on , 

“rQDia any for extra work at all 

“k No air, 

<@- Did you consider any claim for increased cost for extra work? 

“Q. {Gu specifically. refuse to consider any such claim! 

a We 
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Sea Aircast ctr 


wit: 
Act of February 18, 1878, to relieve the heirs of George C. Bester, $125,000. 


az 733.) 
Act to pay Charles W. (17 Stats., 671.) 
NAVE I Ee 
ne price of labor and dering its constrac- 


the time of its completion. (See Senate 
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the reading of the report, 
Mr. SWANSON. Mr. Chairman, I ask whether the reading of 


the report was called for? If not, I move that the further ing 
be dispensed with. 

Mr. CANNON. Let it be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objectionismade. The Clerk will proceed 
with the ing of the report. 

The reading of the re was resumed and concluded. 

The MAN. e question is on the amendment offered 
by the committee. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, this is the Committee of the 


Whole. I want to see if I can have the attention of the gentle- 
man in —- of this bill. Who is in charge of the bill? 

Mr. OTJEN. I made the report on the bill. 

Mr. CANNON. Ihave been trying to refresh my recollection 
about this claim. Ihave not fully succeeded in cena. although 
. ee eee done so. On a former examination I came to the 

on that the claim ought not to be paid, and that conclu- 
sion is reenforced this morning by a hasty examination. I under- 
stand this is briefly the fact: During the war contracts were 
made for the construction of vessels; that changes were made in 
some of these contracts; that there was an advance in the cost of 
material under some of these contracts; and at the close of the 
war aclaim was made before the Senate of the United States, pri- 
marily. that compensation should be made for extras upon the one 
hand, but more particularly for the advance in the price of mate- 
rial between the tinie of the making of the contract and the time 
of the completion thereof. The Senate passed a resolution which 
I have in my hand. I will read it. 

March 9, 1865, the Senate adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to organize a board 
of not less than three competent persons, whose duty it shall be to inquire 
into and determine how much the vessels of war and steam machinery con- 
tracted for by the Department in the years 1862-63 cost the contractors over 
and above the contract price and allowance for extra work, and report the 
same to the Senate at its next session. 

That resolution was adopted. The Secretary of the Navy ap- 

inted a board known as the Selfridge board. The Selfridge 

under that resolution and appointment, made investigations 
and rted tothe Senate, and under that report the parties seek- 
ing relief here had an award made substantially of the amount 
that they ask to be apeneprioted. But the Selfridge board was 
overthrown, and for the reason that under our Constitution the 
House must concur with the Senate and the President agree with 
each before legislation can be had oy appropriation made. The 
matter came before the House, and finally it came into conference, 
and there was legislation to this end. The House Committee on 
Claims unanimously rejected this bill, which was to pay the find- 
ings of the Selfridge board, upon the ground that while certain of 
these contractors would receive the amount of their claim, and in 
some cases more, other contractors would receive less than the 
amount of their losses, and that consequently the Senate bill was 
not an equitable basis of relief. It therefore reported a substitute 
for the donate bill, and the conference committee finally agreed 
upon a bill, which became the act of March 2, 1867. I have that 
=o me. I call attention of the committee to it. It pro- 


That the Secretary of the Navy shall create a board to investigate the 
claims of— 


Who? 


all contractors for builfling vessels of war and steam machinery for the same 
ee =a or the ist ay oo ar and weer 50 the — day 

anuary, sa vestigation to be made upon the following basis: 
He shall ascertain the additional cost which was necessarily incurred te each 
contractor in the ee ce of his work by reason of changes or alterations 
in the plans and specifications required— 


Pretty broad, you will notice. Second— 


and delays in the construction of the work occasioned by the Governmend 
which were not provided for in the original contract. 
A second pretty broad ground. Third— 


But no allowance for any advance in the price of labor or material shall be 
considered unless such advance occurred during the prolonged time for com- 
pleting the work rendered necessary by the delay resulting from the action 
of the Government aforesaid, and then only when such advance could not 
have been avoided by the exercise of ordinary prudence and diligence on the 
part of the contractor. 

Now, as I understand it, this is a claim of these parties to be 
reimbursed for the advance in the cost of materials used in com- 
plying with their contract before the contract expired. Am I 


— about that? 
. OTJEN. Partially so; not altogether. 
Mr.CANNON. Iam partially right. Well, thatis one element 


of the compensation sought. Another is a claim forextras. Am 
I correct in that? 


Mr. OTJEN. There are no extras, as I understand it, in this 


bill. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, for changes. 

Mr. OTJEN. No changes; merely compensation for the actual 
cost of labor and materials. 


‘. 
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Mr. CANNON. Precisely. Now, the law—not theSenateres-| Mr.COX. Beforethe gentleman takes his seat, will heoallowme 
olution, but the law—provides that the investigations of this board | one question? wt 
shall cover c in plans, extras, etc., which were not provided Mr. CANNON. ‘ 

4 for in the original contract. I will read this again. becauseit Mr. COX. When this claim came here to the Committee on 
| right to the core of the whole question in this ease, as I Claims, did after investigation it back favorably ? 
stand it: Mr. © . I understand that this is a favorable report. - 

Put no allowance for any advance in the price of labor or materials shallbe | Mr. COX. I mean the original claim when brought here from 

| Sn pen ep gl e 
; ve the Gaeenenannt aforesaid, and then enly when such advance could not Mr. CANNON. The board, which existed by Senate 
have beer avoided by the exercise of ordinary prudence and diligence on the | resolution, found substantially im favor of the claimants for the 
part of the contractor. amount that this bill carries; but the Marchand board; whieh 

Now, it would seem to be manifestly just that a contractor enter- | existed 


ing into a contract for the Government should be compensated for 


eompletion, and in 1867, when this whole subject-matter was fresh 

in the minds of the people and of Congress, a law was enacted 

creating this board, and in fact, if not in words, turning down the 

a which existed only by a resolution of the Senate. 
r 





and the intendment should be against them, because their claim 
was presented to the Selfridge board, as appears upon the face of 
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extras and for the dangers resulting from the Government chang- | 
ing the plans of the work, and thus necessitating extra time for its | i 


i that. 
Mr. OT. . Mir. Chairman, presented. this on behalf 
of the committee and would anon walenaalon 


.OTJEN. May I ask a question? 
Mr. CANNON. Certainly. tion of this bill. f 
: Mr. OTJEN. DoT! understand you to say that this claim was| The contract for making the engine and boiler for the steamer 
mted to the Marchand board? Otsego was made at a time when the Government wasvery anxious 
Mr. CANNON. I do not know. to have machinery of made. The Government was build- 
Mr. OTJEN. I that it was not presented to that | ing a large number of war vessels; and the of the Navy 
board. , : Department, Isherwood, went to New York and induced a 
Mr. CANNON. Ah, then, these parties were guilty of laches number of firms to make these engines. 


Mr. COX. What was the date of that contract? 
Mr. OTJEN. Eighteen hundred and sixty-t -—about 


the papers. The claim was mted to the Selfridge board and | of that went to James Murphy & Co., of 
$20,000 was found to be due by that board, and the ee York, and asked ‘them to make two engines and boilers. 
a bill appropriating the oneren ee the House, under the of | Mr. Murphy said that he could not do it; that he had all the work 
its Committee on Claims, to concur, and what was the | that he could do eat eee 
result? The result was the creation of a new board by law—by a | estab! at one engine and boiler. asked 
law which said that— him then for the bree an earned od ght make their 

The Secretary of the Navy is authorized and directed to investigate the | upon which to make an of the He had no drawings 
claims of all contractors for building vessels of war. whatever; they had not beenmade. Mr. Isherwood assured them 

Now, I do not know what the records of a generation ago might | that a good price for one set of these engines and boilers would be 
show upon fuil examination. They might show that this claim | $82,000. He further told them that they would cost about double 

: was to this new board created by law; but if they should | the price of an engine of a Staten Island which this 

. not show that, and if the claim was not in fact to that | firm had made. He insisted their to make one 

m3 board. then the presumption is that when the whole matter was | engine; and he set the — said to him, ‘* We do not like 

- fresh in the minds of the le and of Congress these parties | te go into thing in way; we do not like to take these con- 
knew that they had no claim that could pass muster, and so did | tracts without ee ee eee 

; not present their claim. ~. drawings; we have never taken a in that way. But in 

Mr. FOOTE. May I ask a question for information? order to help the Government out we will take this contract; but 

Mr. CANNON. C inky, = I am competent to answer it. we must have the immediately.” 

Mr. FOOTE. As to the Selfridge board, was there ever any - Isherwood left; it was six weeks before they ever got 
question raised as to the competency of that board? their drawings. 

Mr: CANNON. I do not w, nor do I care, whether that . Isherwood came to Washington and reported to the Secre- 
board was competent or incompetent. I do know that it breathed of the Navy what had beendone. In due time a contract was 
life only —— a Senate resolution, that it found that these | sent to the firm to be signed. They signed the contract, but in 
claimants had nee een oan ow ae ae returning it they sent a letter to the Department in which they 
appropriate, but that the House and the Senate, on Ee, ee 
of the findings of that board, and on consideration of this partieu- | ernment would guarantee to pay the actual construct- 
lar claim, repudiated those findi: and wrote a law upon the ee 
statute book for the settlement of all these claims, and that under | They said had ly advanced 15 per cent on 
“ FOOTE Ww t tha ly bec f a technicality? ites — them whens teers t 

Mr. . as not t merely because of a “ 

If the Selfridge board was a competent board and made a@ finding | will allow the actnal cost of mies andannilealianh in Otsego 
in favor of these claimants, then the claim must have been in excess oe 
: defeated on a mere technicality. Under conditions this to work and built this ma- 
Mr. CANNON. A mere technicality! Why, Mr. Joun K. | chinery. Theactual cost of this engineand boiler was $104,386.61 
Sovvers cre prOkehhy a0 COMPEMIL oe Sy ct ihe Sekgen Of tie | autna, Bek n' ease Aenaingtae TURGNRMRRS ERR 
awyers are pro y as competent as any 0 e@ ju a or use 
Supreme Court, but they are not judges of the Supreme Court, | the actual cost of this work. ~. 
and the gentleman might as well cite an opinion given by one of | This claim was presented to the Selfridge which acted 
¢ them as legal authority as toclaim that the action of the under the Senate resolution referred to by the from 
‘ board in this case is binding because the members of that board | Hlineis. That board found that the actual cost was, 
{ 





were competent. Whatever may have been their eee 
their incompetency, their action was without. authority of law 
Their finding was not binding upon a and roan 
repudiated by Con in 1867, when thi ole —_ was 
under the lead of the Committee on Claims of the and 
islation was had constituting the Marchand board, which 


Oy Bintan Oe 





ee nee Se en en 
ciaimants are not found written upon this ‘‘ book of life,” 
which exists by virtue of law; but now, a en afterwards, 
when the people have forgotten all about the matter, these claim- 
ants come. in with a report reciting the arguments of Charles 
Sumner and of Senator Nye, of Nevada, both of whom died many 
years ago, talking in magnificent and iotic style about “com- 
ing labor” and giving it its “‘just dues.” Splendid talk, 
it cuts mo ice in the t of the facts in this case. 
I believe this bill should be laid on the table, and at the 
tine I will move, if nobody elke doen, that the bill be repartedt back: 
to the House with that recommendation. 


— eeapeny ion 
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plenary jurisdiction of this whole subject. That board found a | 
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it-is and as I know it to be, it ought to be paid or some reason 
should be given for not doing so besides that given by the distin- 


i 
7 
[; 
; 
i 
a] 


ooaluranddnesibemnnems t the time th k a 
except my desire justice done to these arose a e the work was done, 
Mr. JOY. Mr, Chairman, in view of the fact that Tam the and it was presented to the only board ever constituted by Congress 
author of this bill I deem ee ee ae ome eer sneennenns Ss sine Uy Cae Seeees napeened 
committee, as well as to the House, a esses aS aneetevens ease maatunss - 
especially with to remarks made termined. question of loss was deteriained then—the amoun 
wah sq ett a the | of the actual loss under the terms of the contract—and Mr. Buck- 


é 


master, the surviving partner of the firm of Murphy & Co., who 


| 
Y 
: 
i 
i 


made the contract and did the work, asks the Government now to 


e 
momen in t the report of the him the money to be paid under this contract in 1866. 
prot een en Investigation andexamination, convince Phat is all there is it, and it is not a matter of guess, but a 
man was presented to the Marchand matter of actual fact. 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, would it be in order to move 


guess of the gentleman from benefit of which he | to strike out the enacting clause of this bill? 
has given the committee during the discussion of this matter The CHAIRMAN. It would. 
to-day. Mr. CANNON. Well, in just one minute by the clock I will 
This claim but was not | make that motion. The gentleman from Missouri {Mr. Joy] has 


certainly nof read the resolution constituting the Selfridge board, 
the finding of that board in 1865, or the refusal of the House to 


that it had not been to the Marchand board. There | abide t finding. 
was nothing to show it had been, while on the contrary Mr. JOY. In this claim? — 
evidence was conclusive that it Mr. CANNON. Yes. Neither has he read the contest between 


the Senate ard the House, which resulted im the report of 1867, 
which I read to the House,constituting the Marchand board, the only 
board that ever had legal authority to adjudicate this exact claim. 
a adjudicate claims, and all claims that were referred 
to . Whether this was adjudicated or not I do not know. 
If it was not it was the fault of the claimant, I say again, and 
y, in the minds of legislators a generation afterwards, 
theclaimant. Now, having had their day in court, under 

the law of Congress, and not having had relief, it seems to me 
that we will hesitate long before we proceed to appropriate this 
sum, thereby establishing a precedent, am entering wedge that 
wili be followed by a troop of similar claims, aggregating much 

amounts. 


now, sir, move to strike out the enacting clause of this bi!!. 
The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman will give his attention, 
the Chair understands that this is a Senate bill. The Chair donbts 
whether this motiou woulé be in order as to a Senate bill, out of 


er to the other ae 
Mr. CANNON. Then I will make any motion that will dispose 
of the bill ones if Ican get the committee with me. i 
will move that the bill be reported back to the House with the 
rec »mmendation that it do not = 

The CHAIRMAN. The gent m from Iinois | Mr. Cannon] 
moves that the bill be reported back to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it lie upon the table. 
Mr. CANNON. That is right. 
The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr. 
CANNON) there were—ayes 55, noes 25. 

Mr. JOY. I will ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and the Chairman appointed Mr. Joy and 
Mr. Cannon. 

Thecommittee divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 51, noes 23. 


ganized to on claims entirely outside of a contract, and it| Accordingly the motion was agreed to. 
Was 80 stipulated in the resolution forming the board. But this| TheC AN. This bill just considered was the Senate bill. 
is of a different character. This is a claim for an upset | The next bill on the Calendar is the House bill, No. 3050, involv- 


ing the same subject. Without objection, the House bill will be 
back with an tnfavorable recommendation. 
. HEPBURN. I thought by the action of the committee 
the Senate bill was substituted for the House bill. 
CHAIRMAN. The present occupant of the chair is in- 
formed that the motion was that the Senate bill be taken up, and 
that a vote was had upon that question; that the confmittee de- 


? 


submitted to the board, when, as a matter of fact, it | termined to take up the Senate bill. That leaves the House bill 
was not; and he ee guess as to the facts of the case | upon the Calendar. Without objection, the recommendation wil! 
which he expecta the to accept as a result of his judgment | be that the House bill lie upon the table. Is there objection? 

based on no examination of the His| Mr. JOY. I object, Mr. Chairman. The House bili is a bill 


I 
sending this q to the Court of Claims, and I should like to 
ion that fhat bill be laid aside with the recommenda- 
that it do , after the reading of the bill. 


AN. The gentleman from Missouri objects. 
erk will report the bill. 
Mr. CANNON. It seems to me that the House has expressed 
tself about the matter 


Let the bill go to the Court of Claims. 
The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: 


H. R. 3950) for the relief of William P. Buckmaster. 

Mr. OWENS. Is it competent to move that the bill lie upon tho 
without reading? 

CHAIRMAN. That can be done only by unanimous con- 

The bill is a brief one 


ae ae to read the bill. 
ON (during the reading). Mr. Chairman, I ask 
ion of the Chair for a moment, if I may interrupt the 


: 
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reading of the bill, to say that I have consulted the notes of the 
Official Reporter, which show that the Chair is in error, and that 
the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] is right. If I may do 
so, | ask for the reading of the notes of the Official Reporter. 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair has been informed since by the 
Clerk at the desk that the wording of the resolution was as stated 
by the gentleman from Illinois; but that motion would have 
required unanimous consent. The Chair put it to a vote of the 
committee, and by so doing put to a vote an unparliamentary 





motion. The Chair thinks the easiest way is to dispose of this 
bill. 
Mr. CANNON. Well, after all, if it is already done, will it not 


save time? There are a number of cases on this Calendar that 
gentlemen are desirous to get at. 

Mr. LOUD. We can save money by spending it on that, can 
we not? 


Mr. CANNON. Will the Chair cause the notes of the Official 
Reporter to be read? 
he CHAIRMAN. The Chair will have the notes read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


After the reading of the House bill, 

Mr. OTJEN said: Mr. Chairman, I move that the Senate bill (S. 90, Calendar 
number 470) be substituted in place of this bill. It is the same subject-matter. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under those circumstances, the Chair will 
hold that the Senate bill was substituted for the House bill. The 
Clerk will report the next bill upon the Calendar. 

Mr.. JOY. I will ask the Chair for information, What is the 
position of the House bill? Does it remain on the Calendar or go 
off the Calendar? 

The CHAIRMAN. The opinion of the Chair would be that the 
House bill would take the place of the Senate bill on the Calendar. 

Mr. JOY. It remains on the Calendar, as I understand it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Unless some disposition is made of it. 

Mr. JOY. At present? 


FLORA A. DARLING. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
903) for the relief of Flora A. Darling. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to pay to Mrs, Flora A. Darling, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $is, 083. in full satisfac- 
tion of all claims growing out of her arrest, imprisonment, and the seizure of 
her property by military authority at the city of New Orleans, in January, 
1864, while on a flag-of-truce boat under protection of a safe-conduct given 
her by Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, then commanding the Department of the Gulf. 


Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. Chairman, there is a committee 
amendment. Unless it is desired that the report be read, I ask for 
the adoption of the amendment recommended by the committee, 
and that the bill as amended be reported to the House with a 
favorable recommendation. 


Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, I think we had better have the 
report read. 


The report (by Mr. Cooper of Texas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 908) for 
the relief of Flora A. Darling, submit the following report: 

The facts out of which this bill for relief arises will be found stated in a 
report of the Committee on War Claims of the Fifty-third Congress. A copy 
of said report is hereto attached and made a part of this report. 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill with the following 
amendment: y 

In line6é strike out “ $15,683” and insert in lieu thereof the following: ‘* $5,683.” 

{House Report No. 461, Fifty-third Congress, second session. ] 


The Committee on War Ciaims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4684) 
for the relief of Mrs. Flora Adams Darling, having considered the same, 
report as follows: 

eretofore, on April 15, 1884, the claim of Mrs. Flora Adams Darling, for 
which relief is now sought by act of Congress, was referred to the Court of 
Claims, and on May 31, 1887, that court made the following findings: 


{Court of Claims. Congressional case No. 94. Flora Adams Darling vs. The 
United States. ] 
FINDINGS OF FACT. 

At aCourt of Claims held in the city of Washington on the 3lst day of May, 
A. D. 1887, the court filed the co. s of the fact, to wit: 

The claim in the above-entitled suit vous n transmitted to this court 
by the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives on the 
15th day of aa 1884, and the Attorney-General having appeared for the 
defendant, and the suit having been brought to a hearing on the 25th day of 
May, 1887, the court, upon the proofs and evidence, and after hearing John 
ee J ones, esq.. of counsel for the claimant, and Messrs. Howard and Dewees, 
euqs., of counsel for the defendant, finds the following facts: 


I 


Claimant was born in the State of New Hampshire, and until her marriage, 
in 1859, she resided in said State. After her marriage she resided in the State 
of Louisiana until the commencement of the war, when she returned to the 
State of her nativity and resided there, as hereinafter stated. 


IL. 


Her husband, Edward I. Darling, was a brigadier-general in the Confeder- 
ate service, and claimant joined him after her return to New Hampshire in 
order to attend him during the illness incident to his ne wounded. She 
was passed through the lines under the protection of a flag of truce, via 


Washington and Acquia Creek, to Richmond, Va. She remained at Dalton, 
Ga., until her husband@'s death, until November 29, 1863, when she applied for 
the protection of a flag of truce that she might return to her parents = the 
ury, then at 


North, taking a letter from General Bragg to Gen. Dabney 
Mobile, Ala. 
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General Maury made application to General Banks for the flag of truce, 
and the same being granted, claimant was sent from Mobile to Pascagoula to 
meet the flag-of-truce boat, which was to convey her to New Orleans, then 
within the Union lines. 

Upon the arrival of the flag-of-truce boat, the Alice McQuigan, under com- 
mand of Capt. Thomas Tileston, claimant was shown an official peaeuevt, 
signed by Gen. N. P. Banks, commanding the Department of the Gulf. author- 
ing the safe-conduct of herself, servant, and effects on board said vessel, 
under the protection of a flag of truce, to New Orleans. 

After a passage of about three days the vessel arrived at New Orleans, 
having been once stopped and examined bya Federal gunboat. 


Vv. 

When at Hickoks Landing, about 6 miles from New Orleans, Captain Tiles- 
ton left the vessel; ng he would send a ee for cla t. In about 
two hours a Federal sergeant arrived on - the vounel. demanded of 
claimant the keys to her trunk, informed her that he had orders to seize her 
and her bag; , and showed an order from Gen. James A. Bowen, provost- 
marshal, to that effect. Claimant was taken in a-private conveyance to New 
Orleans and put into prison, where she remained eight days, until she man- 
aged to escape, and, securing the assistance of the lish consul and other 
influential friends, was nted a orig oe after bee qpeesee by two officers 

ter this re 


for the first few days. She wasa compell port daily to Gen. 
H. M. Porter. 


VL. 


After being detained in New Orleans in this way formany weeks, claimant 
received an order to sail for New York the next morning, on the Bal- 
tic,an old vessel used as a Government transport. ant sailed in obedi- 
ence to this order, being the only woman on rd with the éxception of her 
maid, in company with 400-sick soldiers. The voyage lasted fifteen days,and 
the vessel was detained off Cape Hatteras for several days, owing to her con- 
dition. Claimant was, in consequence of the condition of the companion 
way, thrown down a hatch, and suffered a’severé injury to hér hand, which 
has left it crippled ever since. She has ever since resided in the State of 
New York. ve. 


Before claimant left Mobile her friends advised her to place her valuables 
in her trunk instead of aa on her person. 

When arrested at,Hickocks Landing; the éral officer. who made the 
arrest demanded the ers of her trunk, and, after searc it, carried away 
all of her valuables. The trunk was afterwards returned to her, but she 
never saw any of her securities, money, or jewelry, . ; 

Claimant placed in her trunk for safe-keeping in Confederate cotton 
bonds, which had been issued the previous September, $5,000-in notes of the 
State banks of Louisiana and Tennessee, $28 in gold, $15 in silver, and a collec- 
tion of jewelry worth \ VIL 


Before claimant sailed the judge-advocate of: the Confederate army exam- 
ined her bag to see that there was nothing hrit that could be construed 
as a violation of the flag of truee. Her trunk contained no’ ofa cal 
nature; no papers or documents relating to army matters; no g but such 
articles as a lady would carry with her in travé 

Claimant sympathized with her husband in political sentiment, and was 
disloyal to the Government of the United States: 

The arrest of claimant was made because the military authorities of the 
United States suspected the claimant as a spy. 

BY THE COURT. ' 


Filed May 31, 1887. 
A true copy. 
Test this Pin day of April, A. D. 1888. 


[SEAL. ] JOHN RANDOLPH, 


Assistant Clerk Court of Claims, 


_ Assuming that the facts found by the court are true, the question presented 
is, Was Mrs. Darling under the protection of a safe-conduct at the time she 
was arrested and her property seized? The third, fourth, and fifth findings 
show that she was a safe-conduct from Mobile, Ala., to New Orleans, 
and was taken on board the flag-of-truce boat, the Alice MeQui n, under 
command of Capt.- Thomas Tileston, to be carried through the | of the 
contending forces to New Orleans. The vessel did not goall the way to that 
city, but_stopped at Hickocks Landing, about 6 miles Ton the city, where 
Captain Tileston left the vessel, sayi claimant that he would send a car- 
riage to send her to the city. About two hours afterwards, while claimant 
was still on board of the vessel according to the ion of Captain Tiles- 
ton, a Federal sergeant wenton board, demanded of claimant the keys toher 
trunk, seized her , arrested her, and confined her in m. The 
seventh finding shows that the trunk was afterwards returned to her, but 
the securities, money, and jewelry it contained had been abstracted, and 
were never returned tothe owner. The of value abstracted consisted 
of $5,000 in notes of the State banks of na and Tennessee, in gold, 
$15 in silver, and a collection of jewelry worth $640; aggregatin 633. 

Mrs. Darling, at the time of her arrest, as before stated, was still on the 
flag-of truce t, and was remaining there under the advice of the com- 
manding officer of the vessel, under whose protection she was, and it was 
her privilege and right to follow his advice until he had provided a convey- 
ance for her into the city. If she had acted otherwise, and left the boat and 
attempted to go to the city, and in so doing ured or eee 
the military forces of the United States, it could have claimed that 

the directions of the offi¢er having her 


was her own fault in not observing 
under his protection. She did observe his directions by remaining on the 
boat, and was arrested and her property seized while she was so doing. 

There is nothing in the findings nor in the evidence to show that Captain 
Tileston instiga her arrest while she was under his protection; but the 
fact that he went to the city himself, and that instead of sending a carriage, 
as he nel eeminee to take her to the city. she was arrested and her prop- 
erty se bya Federal sergeant, raises a fair presumption that information 
was given_by some person connected with the -of-truce boat to Gen. 
James A. Bowen, the provost-marshal, who orde her arrest on an un- 
founded suspicion that she was a spy. . 

Captain Tileston states, in an afidavit made on January 2%, 1874, that “I 
considered Mrs. Darling then, as I do now, a lady who was entitled to the 
protection that had been guaranteed to her by her passport. She was under 
ny care during the passage, and I heard not and obtained no impression 
that led me for one moment to believe she would be subjected to other treat- 
ment than that accorded to all other -of-truce passengers.” 

He makes no explanation whatever of his failure to afford protection to 
Mrs. Darling while she remained under his charge, as it was his duty to do. 
Toallowa lady who had been placed under his protection with a safe-conduct 
to be carried by him to New Orleans to be arrested while she was on board 
the flag-of-truce boat, by his suggestion a for him to furnish means to 
continue to her journey’s end, and to be confined in prison for eight days, 


without any interference on his part, tends strongly to show that 
conduct was violated by his negiiivente. — ” ae 














ch circumstances, the committee are of on that the claimant 
te ontitled to « Som Sven the so the property taken 
from her, excepting joa Confederate cotton bonds, the claim for 
wWilaman in bao k on the Laws of Nat includes every species of 
i 8 wor fons, 
contraband known to modern nations, and securities in the transactions of 


life or the on of them is not regarded unlawful, and only mentions 
official ciumadaihees as contraband under a flag of truce: He says: 

“Tf one belligerent does not wish to receive the person or effects of one who 
holds a rt under the flag of truce, he may refuse to receive the person 
or his effects; but to enter upon a flag-of-truce boat and seize and confiscate 
the securities of a person 7 = granted protection is denominated 

laws of nations an pat — 
viihre authorities upon international law are unanimous in declaring the lia- 
bility of the Government when such an offense against the law of nations is 


committed. 
Chancello: t states the true rule in the following lan g 

_- i y teens to defend it 

any 


‘He who promises security by a rt is mo 
inst any of his subjects or forces, make good damage the party 
might sustain by violation of the rt. The privilege being so far a dis- 
pensation from the legal effects of war, it is always to be taken strictly, and 
must be confinec to the purpose and place and time for which it is ted. 
A safeguard generally includes the necessary and servants of the 
person to whom it is granted.” (Kent’s Com., 181.) 

Vattel defines the general rule in substantially the same language: , 

“He who promises security by a safe: pro to afford it wherever 
he has command, not only in his territories, but likewise in every place where 
any of hist may happen to be: and he is bound not only to forbear violat- 
ing that socusthy: either by himself or his people, but also to protect it and 
defend the person to whom he has promised it, to punish any of his subjects 
ee —_ offered him violence, and oblige them to make good the damage.” 

. 416.) 
‘ All writers of international law agree that the violation of a flag of truce 
or safe-conduct, when acted under in good faith by the beneficiary, is barbar- 
ous and uncivilized warfare, and that the offending government is bound, by 
those humane rules which enlightened nations recognize, to make ample repa- 


ration. 

“The violation of the good faith pledged by passports and documents of 
that character draws after it the most condign punishment. If it is commit- 
ted on the part of the authorities or agents of the government which grants 
it, its bearer will be amply indemnified for all the co uences that result 
from the violation, and the person who commits the violation will be punished 
in accordance with the laws of his country.”’ (Calvo, vol. 2, p. 87, edition of 


1868.) 

Phillimore.has, in g of the rights of bell nts under flags of truce, 
used lan eae with riety be coated to the facts in this case: 

“Every belligerent acts upon the presumption that the — of civilized 
war will be observed; hence of truce, cartels for the exchange of pris- 
oners, and ucts are held sacred by all states; they are among the 
belli commercia which whoever violates deserves to be treated as a pirate.” 
(vet. 3, p. 1651.) 


~ But inasmuch as the right of safe passage conveyed by the instrument of 
safe-conduct is neither hurttnl to a third person nor onerous to the grantor, 
it should always receive a liberal construction, and the instrument, whatever 
the langu of it may be, must be so interpreted as to avoid the consequence 
of a manifest injustice or absurdity. Thus, for instance, a safe-conduct 
granted to soldiers and sailors ee ory must be construed to extend to all 
officers of the army and the fleet. Soa permission ‘to depart freely’ must be 
holden to continue till the grantee arrives in a place of safety. Theprivilege 

in fact, always to be so construed as not to be useless to the grantee.” 
(Phillimore’s International Law, vol. 3, p. 148.) 

Your committee rt the bill and recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing amendment: In line 6, 1, strike out the words “ fifteen thousand six 
hundred and eighty-three do * and insert in lieu thereof the words “five 
thousand six hundred and eighty-three dollars,” and, when so amended, that 
the bill do pass. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I ask the adoption of the committee 
amendment, and then I will move that the bill be reported to the 
House with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. LOUD. Well, Mr. Chairman, I would like to say a word 
or two with regard to this bill. One thing that surprises me is 
the extreme generosity of the Committee on War Claims in fore- 
going the alleged claim of thig lady for $15,000 of Confederate 
money! It is a piece of generosity that is seldom displayed by 
that committee when a case is reported to this House. Now, I 
can not see why the Confederate money was not as valuable as 
this Georgia State money. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I will state to the gentleman, with 
his consent, that it was Louisiana and Tennessee bank money, 
which was good anterior to the war, during the war, and as good 
subsequent to the war as gold. 

Mr. LOUD. But, however that may be—I understood that it 
was Georgia money—I do not think it would have been very val- 
uable in the country to which she was going. The fact remains 
that there is nothing appearing in this case to substantiate the 
allegations made by this lady except the statement made by her- 
self. She might as well have made it $5,000,000 as this five thou- 
sand and odd dollars. 1 do not believe, even on her own allega- 
tions, that the money amounted to over $43 or $44 in value; and 
we ought not to assume that the Government of the United States 
should reimburse a party to the extent of $5,000 for valuables 
alleged to have been contained in a trunk. I think that is a busi- 
ness that we should not engage in at this time. If the gentleman 
himself should lose a trunk, he would have great difficulty in recov- 
ering such an amount of muney from a railroad corporation or any 
other corporation doing business in this country. 

From the fact that we have had read the opinion of these great 
international-law writers it is evident they claim there has been 
an act of perfidy on the part of ourGovernment. Now, that may 
be worth $5,000. Ido not know about that. It is a question of 
the degree of the perfidy and how much perfidy is worth. Of 
course, if we are to measure ‘“‘ perfidy” and reimburse ‘‘ perfidy,” 
this Government may lodge a claim against the alleged Demo- 


, 
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cratic y for a charge of ‘‘ perfidy” made by the present occu- 
t of the White House, and we might perhaps proceed to recover 
rom that party. - {[Laughter. } 

I can not see, in all seriousness; Mr. Chairman, that this lady 
has any just claim. There is nothing at this time to show that 
she was not properly and regularly arrested by United States 
forces. It is now thirty-four years since this lady was arrested, 
and there was evidently some good ground for the arrest at that 
time. I do not believe in reimbursing any person to the extent of 
$5,000 that may have been lost and alleged to have been contained 
in a trunk. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. Chairman, this claim has been 
pending for some years before Congress and before other tribu- 
nals,and this is the first time that I have ever heard called in 
question the fact that the lady, Mrs. Darling, lost the money 
claimed to have been lost. The claim passed the Court of Claims, 
and that court, on the evidence before it, found that she had lost 
the amount of money mentioned in the bill. I never saw and 
never had presented to me a more just claim,it appears to me, 
than this. Here is a lady who anterior to the war was a resident 
of the State of New Hampshire, whose sympathies were with the 
Union, who did not believe in its dissolution, and who had become 
the wife of a Southern pl nter. 

Mr. LOUD. Will the gentieman allow me to say that the court 
has found that this lady sympathized with her husband? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I will say, and the record will bear 
me out, that she sympathized with her husband when her wifely 

uty e superior to that of her patriotism. 
o— HULICK. Will the gentleman allow me to state the report 
shows— 


Claimant sympathized with her husband in political sentiment and was 
disloyal to the Government uf the United States? 


Now, if that statement be true, what has the gentleman to say? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I will say this, on information pos 
sessed by myself as a member of the committee, that every act of 
this woman indicates her loyalty. Sheis aliterary woman, spring- 
ing from that illustrious family, the Adamses. She is the author 
of a book in which her letters are to be found, showing that she 
advised against the views of her husband and attempted to pre- 
vent him from going into the war, and that when war was prob- 
able, she was instrumental in persuading him to leave this coun- 
try and goto Franceor England, but when it became certain that 
there was to be war he returned to the South and entered the 
Southern army. and she failed to go with him, and returned to 
her parents in New Hampshire. 

During the war he became a general. He was wounded. She 
undertook to go to him, and obtained a passport at this end of the 
line, and did go to him and ministered to him during his sickness 
until he:died. Thereafter she ministered for a brief period of time 
to the other sick soldiers. Then she obtained a passport to come 
back, and, under a flag of truce, at the instance of General Bragg 
and with the consent and order of General Banks, she was direc 
to go to New Orleans, Under that flag of truce she went toa 

oint near New Orleans and there was told to remain upon the 
t until a carriage should be sent for her. While she was there 
on that boat, under that banner, an armed soldier came and took 
her keys, opened her trunk, and took therefrom these valuables, 
She was put under arrest and held for eight days. There was no 
evidence that she was disloyal, that she was a spy, or that she was 
in any way inimical to the Government. She remained there for 
some time, but at last was sent home by the Federal authorities, 
and she has remained at home ever since. Her claim was pre- 
sented to President Lincoln as soon as possible after she returned 
to the North, and he referred it to a tribunal that he thought had 
jurisdiction of it, but the tribunal decided that they had not juris- 
diction, but expressed the opinion that the case was meritorious. 
Since that time the claim has been presented to every branch of 
the Government where it could be presented. It has been before 
Congress, and each House has passed upon it favorably on several 
different occasions, but the action of the two Houses never met, 
so that the bill did not become a law. Afterwards the case was 
referred to the Court of Claims, and they found that this amount 
of money and property had been taken away from her. 

Mr. ULICK. I wish to ask the gentleman a question for 
information. These notes of State banks in Louisiana and Ten- 
nessee, amounting to $5,000, were they worth their face in gold? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. They were worth their face in gold 
anterior and su uent to the war. 

Mr. HULICK. But at the time they were taken? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Yes, sir. Now, Mr. Chairman, I ask 
for the adoption of the amendment. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


FRANCIS A, BEUTER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
71) for the relief of Capt. Francis A. Beuter. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
fzed to correct the muster of Francis A. Beuter, that he be ized as 


recogni 
captain from the 4th day of September, 1863, im the Fourth United States 
Gard Troops, cavalry. 


Spc. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury 
ter his pay as captain of cavalry from the 4th day of September, 1863, to the 
date that he was mustered and paid as captain in the Fourth United States 
Colored Troops, April, 1864, deducting all payments on account of any other 


sums heretofore paid. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Chairman, I introduced 
that bill. It was favorably reported in the Fiftieth, Fifty-first, 
Fifty-second, Fifty-third, and Fifty-fourth Congresses. It in- 
volves only about $800. Itis simply a bill to pay an officer of cav- 
alry from the time when he was commissioned up to the time when 
he was mustered in. There is no question as to the service, and 
there is no question as to the fact that he has not been paid. He 
is now a man over 80 years of age and isabsolutely in need of this 
small pittance, which, as I have said, represents simply a salary 
unpaid by the Government. I move that the bill be laid aside to 
be reported to the House with a favorabie recommendation. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN A. LYNCH. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8075) for the relief of John A. Lynch. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That in accordance with the findings of the Court of 
Claims the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
required to pay John A. Lynch, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, the sum of $2,466.49,.in full and complete satisfaction for 
services rendered and expenses incurred and defrayed by him, the said John 
A. Lynch, to and for the United States, at Cincinnati, in the State of Ohio, in 
the years 1861 and 1862. 

Mr. TAFT. Mr. Chairman, this bill was introduced by me. Its 
object is to pay for the services of a captain who was engaged in 
the recruiting service in Cincinnati, He served there for eight 
months during the years of 1861 and 1862, and received no pay for 
that service. The case has been examined by the Court of Claims 
and has been favorably reported by that y. Unless some gen- 
tleman desires to ask a question about the bill, I move that it be 
laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recommen- 
dation. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, if I can be recognized, I will ask to 
have the report in this case read in my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the report in the time 
of the gentleman from California. 

The report (by Mr. WILson of Ohio) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3075) 
for the relief of John A. Lynch, submit the following report: 

The facts out of which this bill for relief arises will be found stated in Sen- 
ate Re No. 1349, first session of the Fifty-first Congress. A copy of said 


ort is hereto appended and made a part of this report. 
Tous committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


[Senate Report No. 1349, Pifty-first Congress, first session. ] 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S.3463) 
for the relief of John A. Lynch, having considered the same, report as fol- 


pay to the said Francis A. Beu- 


WS: 

This claim was referred to the Court of Claims by resolution of the Senate 
for investigation and aos under the provisiuns of the acts of March 3, 
1883, and March 3, 1887. Thecourt has reported its findings to Congress, from 
which it appears that there is due the claimant the sum of $2,021.49 for his 
services. of which he had been paid $125, leaving due him the sum of $2,496.49. 
— findings of the Court of Claims are hereto attached and made a part of 

Ss report. 

Your committee referred the bill, with these findings, to the Secretary of. 
War for his report as to the amount which would be allowed under the law 
amd the regulations of the War Department on the findings of the Court of 
Claims. The report of the Secretary of War. hereto attached.shows that $30 
should be deducted from the amount found by the court, leaving the amount 
due the claimant $2.466.49. The letter of the Secretary of War, with its in- 
closures, is also attached and made a part of this report. 

The committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. with an 
amendment striking out the words “ two thousand six hundred and twenty- 
one doliars and forty-nine cents,” in_ lines 6,7, and 8 of the bill, and inserting 


the words “ two thousand four hundred and sixty-six dollars and forty-nine 
cents.” 


War DEPARTMENT, Washington, May 31, 1890. 
Sin: I return herewith House bill 9199, “for the relief of John A. Lynch,” 
referred to this Department by your letter of the 22d instant, and invite your 
attention to the inclosed reports of the Paymaster-General, dated the 26th 
instant, and the Quartermaster-General, dated the 28th instant, on the bill 
Very respectfully, 
L. A. GRANT. 


Acting Secretary of War. 
Hon. Win.1AM. M. STEWART, 


Of Committee on Military Affairs, United States Senate. 


War DEPARTMENT, PAYMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., May 26, 1890. 
Sr: I have the honor to return herewith House bill 9199, for the relief of 
debn A. Lynch, referred from the Committee on Military Affairs of the Sen- 
ate, and to state that the pay and allowances of a ——_ and assistant quar- 
termaster, payable by the Pay Department. foreight months from August I, 
1861, to March 31, 1862, were as follows, viz: 


Pay proper, $70 per month 


a ile alah aed 00 
Servant's pay, $12 (and $13) per month.-..........-.....-----.-.----.-- 108. 83 
Servant’s clothing, $2.50 per month. ..................--.-------------.- 20.00 
Subsistence for self and servants~....-...............--.-..-------+--.-- 364. 50 
Forage for 3 horses, if actually owned and kept, at $8eachper month. 192.00 

OG onion cccadin cn cniesiincesniiaiinainnien eaenessesinnaetininrenniinsincianataiitin ayn 





There were no additional allowances to a captain and assistant 
master when acting as ——a as 1314, Arm Bogelations, 
1861, forbade payment for two appolutmenta at the +! 
The other items, fuel, qearees, office rent, and clerk 
rmaster ‘s Department. 
Very respectfully, 


The SECRETARY OF WAR. 


same time. 

hire, pertain to the 
WM. 

Paymaster-General, United yo oy 


War DEPARTMENT, Qu GENERAL'S OFFICE, 


Washington, D. C., May 28, 1890. 
Str: I have the honor to return the letter of Hon. WILLIAM M. STEWAR?, 
United States Senate, of the 22d instant, inclosing a bill for the relief of John 
A. Lynch, and fin of the Court of Claims in his case, with 

that the Senate Committee on Mili Affairs be furnished a statement 
the amount of money that would be allowed to the claimant under the find- 
ings of the court, assuming the findings to be correct, if the matter was 
before enon for settlement, and to report as follows: 

Under 963 and 974, Army ons of 1861, a one and 
assistant quartermaster of the Army, on for the 
eight months from August 1, 1861, to March 31, would have been 
— to the follo -mentioned allowances from 


partment, numely: 
In the findings of the Court of Claims an allowance of is made for office 
fue!. The rmaster’s Department was auth: by the Regulations 
to furnish fuel in kind only for the six months from October I, ae 
31, I and there is no a ne eee therefor; 


item of allowance is omitted in 
The cost to the r’s De t+ for wood at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
at about the time referred to, was $4. cord. At this rate the cost for 


fuel for an office in that city for six months would have been 


50. 
Very respectfully, 8. B. HOLABIRD, 
se * Quartermaster-General, United States Army. 
The SECRETARY OF WAR. 


[Senate Miscellaneous Document No. 127, Fifty-first Congress, first session.) 


CouRT OF CLAIMS, CLERK'S OFFICE, 
Washington, April 10, 1390. 
Sir: Pursuant to the order of the court, I transmit herewith a certified 
copy of the findings of the Court of Claims filed A 7, 1890, in the aforesaid 
eause, which case was referred to this court by t Committee on Military 
Affairs of the Senate of the United States, under the act of March 3, 1883. 
Lam, very respectfully, yours, etc., 
JOHN RANDOLPH, 
Assistant Clerk Court of Claims. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 
{Court of Claims. Congressional case No. 4664. John A. Lynch v. The 
United States. ] 
At a Court of Claims held in the city of Washington on the 7th 


April, A. D. 1890, the court filed the following statement of case and 
of fact, to wit: 


of 


STATEMENT OF CASE. 


The claim in the above-entitled case was transmitted to the court the 
Committee on Military Affairs, United States Senate, on the 8th day of June, 
1888. Luther H. Pike, esq.. appeared for claimant, and the Attorney-General, 
by Assistant Attorney-General John B. Cotton, his assistant, and under his 
oene, capeaeee for the defense and protection of the interests of the 

Tni Ss. 


-_ case was brought toa hearing on its merits on the 2ist day of January, 


S 
At the outbreak of the rebellion, in the year A. D. 1861, the claimant, John 
A. Lynch, was a citizen of the United States. a resident of the city of cin- 
nati, in the State of Ohio,and by profession a are: 
In 1861 John C. Frémont, a major-general in the Army of the United States, 
was assigned to the command of the Department of the West, with head- 
uarters at St. — > ean of ont oe = = vag _= ese 
imary power and authority for rec g, oO zing. an uw 
troops for his command in and outside the limits his de mnt a ra 
selecting and appointing and directing the selection and a tment of 
such officers and agents as he might deem necessary to assist in the due 
execution of the powers he was so clothed with. 


I. 
General Frémont appointed Richard M. Corwine an officer under him, to 


wit, judge-advocate, with the rank of major, and sent him to Cincinnati, in 
the State of Ohio, with directions and authority to there recruit, organize, 
= uip troops for his command, and to arrange their transportation to his 
ie ment. 

he said R. M. Corwine, as part of his arrangements for recruiting, organ- 
izing, and equipping troops for and ae them to General Frémont’s 
command, induced the claimant to assist him therein, and appointed claim- 
ant nominally to the rank of captain, assistant quartermaster, with assur- 
ance that upon such appointment he would be duly commissioned the same 
in the Army of the United States. 


ti. 
The claimant, relying upon this assurance and acting under that t- 
ment from the said Corwine, gave his entire time 


or a period 

months in the rs A. D. 1861 and 1862 in assisting said Corwine. From 
latter part of July, 1861, until on or about the tth of September of that year 
he acted both as assistant quartermaster and com ry of subsistence 
from the 6th of September, 1861, to on or about the 3lst day of March, A.D. 
1862, he acted only as assistant quartermaster, and all the services he so ren- 
dered were arduous and valuable to the United States. 

The claimant has never been paid anything for the services he so rendered, 
or or account of the expenses he incurred necessarily while renderin oe 
and paid out of his owm means, such expenses being for rooms, light, 
fuel, and attendance thereon, and for clerical assistance, except a sum of 
$125, and for transportation. 


Iv. 

The claimant was on the 26th of November, A. D. 1862, commissioned — 
larly a captain and assistant quartermaster in the United States Army, 
was not given rank to cover the service he had rendered an y. As 
such regularly commissioned officer he served faithfully and efficiently until 
he was ¢ a honorably after the Lg ae of the rebellion, and his 
accounts, found correct, have been closed in the Treasury Department. 

Ve 
The cicinent, ty sineun of being nesters a ae was 


of and therefore unable to avail of the benefit intended for others 
and who had i 


approved March 25, 1862. 
tary thereto. He 
Louis, in the State 
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; servant's ; servant's clothing, $20; su nee, 5; f 
Long service, oe rs, $192; quarters fue 
16; office, $240; office fuel, $30, and by au ty for payment for clerk 
ral ion acts for the support of the Army 
he would have had for one clerk, at $100 per SS making a total of 
$2,621.49. But theclaimant by his petition in this court sought to recover 
only $1,262.96 for the same services: 


VIL. 


ce t the t months he so rendered the services un 
for did not actually own and in service three horses, but in lieu thereof 

orses and vehicles for transportation which was made actually 
necessary by th a the different bodies of he 


e 
give attention to and he had constantly to traverse; but the amount of such 
expenditures has not been shown to the satisfaction of the court. 


VIEL. 
The claimant received $125 on account of clerk hire during said period of 
eight months’ service, through said R. M. Corwine. 
IX. 
The claimant was loyal to the Government and cause of the United States 
throughout the war of the rebellion. 
BY THE COURT. 


Filed April 7, 1890. 

A true copy. 

— tie te day of April, A. D. 1890. 
SEAL. 


JOHN RANDOLPH, 

Assistant Clerk Court of Claims. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, this claim is based on 
services rendered by the claimant at the beginning of the war. 
General Fremont was in command of the Department of the 
West, with authority to appoint officers and agents to assist him in 
his duties and in organizing that army. Under that authorityhe 
appoiuted Mr. Corwine, then an officer in the United States 
Army, and sent him to Cincinnati with authority to employ assist- 
ants in the work of recruiting and organizing that department. 
Mr. Corwine employed this layman, who was then an eminent 
lawyer (a partner of Mr. Hayes, afterwards President of the 
United States), to assist him, and for eight months he gave his 
time and attention to the work of recruiting and organization. 
That was a time when the Army was not well equipped, and when 
it was not quite clearly understood how men serving their country 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is now on the motion to lay 
the bill aside with a favorable recommendation. 
Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I should like to inter te the 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Witson] who reported this bill. Am 
eorrect in es t the proposed appropriation to the claim- 
certain 


ant carries wances which the 
arly commissioned officers? 
r. WILSON of Ohio. Yes, sir. 

Mr. POWERS. If I understand correctly, a regularly commis- 
sioned captain in the service would be entitled to a servant's pay 
at the rate of $12 per month. [ wish tcinquire of the gentleman 
from Ohio whether this claimant ontaniiy haa a servant during 
the time for which he claims compensation. 

Mr. LOUD. It seems he has got to take pay for it anyway. 

Mr. POWERS. Did he have such servant in fact? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I can not answer as to that. 

Mr. POWERS. I see also that the regulations allow for serv- 
ant’s clothing at the rate of $2.50 per month. Now, if this man 
had no servant, he should have no clothing account for his serv- 
ant, should he? 

Mr. LOUD. But he has got to have the money all the same. 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I am not undertaking to answer th 
questions. I am abiding by the decision of the Court of Claims. 

Mr. POWERS. I see that a captain in the service is entitled to 
forage for three horses, if actually owned and kept, at $8 a month 
each. Did this man have three horses? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. The finding is that he had not the 
horses, but that he hired horses to go to different places—to dif- 
ferent organizations of the Army—costing more probably than he 
would have been entitled to under the regulation. That finding 


a in the report. 

"itr. POWERS. Well, the substance of this report, as I have 
hastily glanced over it, is that this man expected to be made a 
captain in the service; was disappointed in his expectations for 
about eight months; and now he claims that his pay as captain 
should antedate his service as such for this — of eight months 
prior to the time he was commissioned. {fs that about the sub- 
stance of it? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. The claim is that he was appointed 
under authority which was supposed to make him substantially a 
captain and which was to be confirmed by the issue of a commis- 
sion to him, but the commission was deferred for eight months. 

Mr. POWERS. Well. Mr. Chairman, I do not know that I want 
to oppose this bill, but it seems to mea rather dangerous principle 
to pay a man for the time that he rested on bis oars in expectation 
of an office. A great many gentlemen on this fleor, no doubt, if 
they could recover for the time that they spent in desiring to be 


army regulations give to 


as soldiers were to receive their pay. On the faith of the promise | members of Congress, would be pretty well paid. | Laughter. | 


that he would be made a captain to cover all this time, he gave 
those eight months of service, and never received for that service 
one dollar of compensation. I submit to you, gentlemen, that 
this man, who had patriotism enough to give his time and services 
to his country in this way, should not be deprived of such pay as 
the services are worth as established on presentation of the case 
to the Court of Claims. 

Mr. LOUD. I should like to ask the gentleman who has just 
taken his seat, and who seems to be familiar with this case, why 
this bill proposes to give this claimant some $2,400 when he only 
claims, according to the report, $1,262.96? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. That is a very pertinent question, and 
one which of course came before the committee. e reason is 
this: This man presented his claim according to his understanding 
of what a captain was allowed. The Court of Claims investigated 
the matter and found that the claimant had not claimed all that 
he was entitled to. They therefore found in his favor for a sum 
larger than he claimed; that is, they found he was entitled to more 
than he had asked. I submit that if a person, ignorant of his legal 
rights, presents a claim for less than is due him, it is no reason 
why the Government should refuse to pay the full amount that is 
due. That is the reason the report is duo as it is. 

Mr. LOUD. Well, Mr. Chairman, I think that if a man gets 
from the Government what he claims, he is doing pretty well. I 
believe the claimant is the best judge, at least from his standpoint, 
of what is due him. Now, if you will dissect this report you will 
find that this man would have been entitled, among other items, to 
$100 per month for clerk hire. Probably he did not have a clerk; 
yet this House, in its,beneficence, pro to pay him for clerk 

ire during all that time. He would have been showed a certain 
amount for fuel. He did not have that fuel; yet this House, in its 
generosity, says, ‘* You must have the money for the fuelanyway.” 

It is a question which arises at this distance ef time whether 
this man has any just claim whatever. Still, in view of the find- 
ing of the court, I will assume that there is justly due to him 
what he claims; and I will move to amend the bill by striking out, 
in line 6, the words “ two thousand four hundred sixty-six dol- 
lars” and inserting in lieu thereof ‘* $1,262.96.” 

The question being taken, the amendment was rejected; there 
being—ayes 34, noes 41. 


This claimant was employed by General Fremont or some agent 
of his to assist in the recruiting of troops. He expected, under the 
golden hues of the promises held out to him, that he would go into 
the sérvice with the rank of captain, and ultimately he did go in 
with that rank. But for eight months he was disappointed in his 
expectations and did not acquiretherank. Now, it 1s proposed by 
the pending bill to give him pay as of the rank of captain during 
the eight months preceding the receipt of bis actual commission. 
He has already received fair pay as a layman for his services and 
now he desires pay at the rate of a captain in the regular service, 
inciuding pay for servants, when he had no servants, and also em- 
bracing forage for horses, when he had no horses, and for the allow- 
ances generally provided to officers of that rank under the army 
regulations. 

Mr. Chairman, it seems to methat under the conditions in which 
we find the Treasury of the United States at this time it is a proper 
occasion to consider, somewhat carefully, before we undertake to 
pay claims which have no legal force and which seem to me have 
very doubtful equitable right te compensation, the situation con- 


ting us. 

Mr. BOATNER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 

Mr. BOATNER. I understand that thisbillis based on a record 
of findings of the Court of Claims. Does the court report, asa 
matter of law, that this man is entitled to the compensation 
accorded him in the bill? 

Mr. POWERS. I do not understand that it is so reported. 

Mr. LOUD. They only claim that he would have been entitled 
to it—that he had an equitable claim, in other words. 

Mr. POWERS. The Court of Claims do not report any legal 

ition about it. They do say that the amount of the claim 
for horses, servants, etc., has been shown to the satisfaction of 
the court. That is all. 

Mr. WILAJS. Mr. Chairman, if this is an honest claim, lei us 
pay it. If it is not an honest claim, let us reject it. If we owe 
this man anything we owe him the two thousand and some odd 
dollars which the bill carries. The Court of Claims, I under- 


Mr. DINGLEY. He does not claim but $1,200. 
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Mr. WILLIS. No matter what he claims. If we find thata 
man does not claim enough, it is our duty as honest men to give 
him enough to satisfy our obligation, according to the standard 
of righteousness and truth. Some men do not claim enough: 
others claim too much. If a man came to this body and claimed 
too much, and we found that the claim was exaggerated, although 
meritorious, we would cut him down to a proper adjustment ; 
and I claim that on the principle of justice and right if a man 
has not claimed enough it is our duty to pay him what we owe 
him. 

Mr. Chairman, there is a way to do wrong and a way to do 
right. I do not know whether this man’s claim is just or not; 
but if it is just, 1 want to vote for the bill. If itis unjust, 1 want 
to vote against it. 

But I will say this, not simply as a matter of theory, but as the 
result of experience, that men who were ready to volunteer, to 
incur the dangers of battle and the hardship of campaigning in 
those perilous times,in the days when this man came to the front, 
were comparatively rare. They were the men the country wanted 
at the time, men that the country needed and must have, men 
who were ready to make sacrifices for the good of the country. 
These were the men who were ready to put themselves in the 
breach for the country in order that it might not die; men who 
were ready to die that the country might live. And if this man 
started out with the expectation of getting the rank of captain, as 
he had a right to expect, and did his duty faithfully along the 
line, according as this report seems to indicate, and we owe him 
anything at all we owe him the entire debt which is due to him as 
a captain, and this debt, in honesty and honor, we are bound to 
pay. If he chose to hire his horses instead of keeping them, and 
employed his servants, and the amount raises the total to some- 
thing over $2,000, although he does not claim and did not claim 
that much, we owe it all to him and ought to pay it. 

Now,theré is in this country a system and spirit of turning down 
and disputing just claims against the Government that is beneath 
the dignity of such a body as this. We ought to spurn with indig- 
nation every unjust claim that is brought before us, but at the 


same time be broad minded enough to support and vote for the 
payment of every just claim in the hands of our citizens against 


this Government. [Applause. ] 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I thought the proposition made by 
T think if this House will pay 
what is claimed in this case it will do all that it cught todo. I 


myself was exceedingly generous. 


can not understand why this House should now seek to force upon 
this man the pay for his servant, his clothing, and his rations, 
when it is quite apparent that he never had any servant and could 
not have paid him any wages, and hence he could not have had to 
pay for any clothing for him. You are endeavoring here also 
to force upon him pay for the subsistence of horses which he never 
had. 

Now, it is a question, Mr. Chairman, whether this man was in 
the service or not. It is apparent that if he was regularly in the 
service he would not come to Congress at this hour to be reim- 
bursed. We, thirty-two or thirty-four years from that time, are 
unable to ascertain the facts surrounding this case. It is more 
than probable that certain verbal promises might have been made 
to this gentleman that, under certain conditions, if he would per- 
form certain acts and do certain things, they would use their in- 
fiuence some time in the future to secure a captain’s commission 
for him, which he eventually secured. But I am willing to over- 
look even all of that. Iam willing to give this gentleman the 
pay and rank of a captain, but I am not willing to do more than 
that; and, if it be in my power, I will endeavor to convince gentle- 
men that they should have accepted the amendment I proposed 
here; because when this House, by its act, reimburses a man in the 
amount that he claims, I think it has gone sufficiently far. There 
is no right whatever, there is no a whatever, in this claim, 
above twelve hundred and some odd dollars. Now, I hope this 
House will defeat the whole claim. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I do not know what 
would become of the country if it were not for the gentleman from 
California. He seems to think it incumbent upon him to protect 
the United States to the exclusion of everybody. Now, I agree 
with him in this, that no unjust claim should be paid, and I do 
not want one dollar paid to the claimant here, or anybody else, 
that is not an equitable claim against the Government. It is not 
a legal claim, or it would not be here. I agree with the gentle- 
man from California [Mr. Loup] on that. But this report of the 
Court of Claims is explicit as to the power to employ agents to 
perform the services which he performed. Listen, if you please, 
to the finding of the court with reference to that power: 

In 1861 John C. Fremont, a major-general in the Army of the United States, 


was assigned to the command of the Department of the West, with head- 
uarters at St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, and was clothed with extraor- 


Sener power and authority for recruiting, organizing, and equipping troops 
for select- 

intment of such 
t him in the due 


for his command in and outside the limits of his department, an 
ing and appointing, and directing the selection and ap 
olbeare and agents as he might deem necessary to 
execution of the powers he was so clothed with. 





He was so clothed with it. 

Now, the finding goes on to state that, in pursuance of this au- 
thority, the claimant in that case was employed to render the 
services of a captain, and that he did render such services for 
eight months, to the exclusion of all other business. I submit to 
you that he must have had quarters, he must have had fuel, he 
must have had horses or their equivalent by employment, because 
he could not have performed these duties without having these 
things. Even if they were found at his own fireside, if he was 
then giving his time to his country, I submit to you, gentlemen, 
that — demands that he be compensated for his ces ag 
fully as if he had been commissioned and mustered, 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion to lay aside 
the bill with a favorable recommendation. 

The > mage being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr, 
Loup) there were—ayes 55, noes 20. 

Mr. LOUD. No quorum, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN (after counting the committee). One hun- 
dred and thirty-four members are present—a quorum. 

Accordingly the bill was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 

JAMES STEWART. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R, 
897) for the relief of James Stewart. 

The bill was read, as follows: ~ 2 

Be it enacted, etc.. That theclaim of James Tralee. served as first ser- 
gant. second and first lieutenant. in the Fourth Arti and in phe 


ighteenth Infantry of the United States Army in the late war of the re 
lion, for a balance of wages earned by him in the suppression of said rebellion 
and during his entire time of service in said Army, and not paid to him, be, 
and the same is hereby, referred to the Court of Claims for due investigation; 
and jurisdiction is hereby conferred oy said court to render a ae. 
irrespective of the ry of time, for the amount, if any, found due of the 
United States upon said claim. ® 

Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendment 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. ” 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Sonen by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting the 
we That the accounting officers of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, 
directed, on application being made by Maj. James Stewart, retired officer 
of the United States Army, or his legal representatives, to reopen, adjust, 
and pay his account for longevity service in the United States ‘Army, in 
accordance with the law applicable thereto as construed by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and out of any money in the not 
ee any statute of limitations to the contrary notwith- 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Chairman, I offer this amendment to 
the bill for the purpose of having the claim go direct to the offi- 
cials of the Treasury Department, there being no question of fact 
which the Court of Claims could be called to pass upon. 

The case is this: Major Stewart served for a number of years in 
the Army of the United States. Under the United States law he 
was entitled to certain additional compensation for each five years 
of service. Major Stewart was too busily engaged a large part of 
the time in fighting the battles of his country in the civil war to 
learn of this fact,and until quite recently did not learn of the addi- 
tional compensation to which he was entitled. When he did so 
he was met by bar of the statute of limitations. ' 

Now, I want to call the attention of the House to the fact that 
this House during the first session of the present Congress, on 
the 20th day of February, passed a bill for the relief of Lieut. 
W. A. Jones in language exactly identical with the amendment 
which I offer to this bill. It is the same kind of acase. A case 
arising under a claim for longevity pay, which could not go to the 
accounting officers of the Treasury for the reason that the statute 
of limitations barred it, and could not or ought not to go tothe 
Court of Claims because all the evidence necessary to determine 
the amount due is in the possession of the Treasury officials. I 
would like to have the proceedings of this House in the case re- 
ferred to read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


LIEUT. COL. W. A. JONES. 


Mr. FLetcHer. Mr. er, I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 


S 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 1821) to m and ust the account for serv- 
ice of Lieut. Col. W. A. Jones, Corse of takeseon 


The bill was , as follows: 

“* Be it enacted, etc., That the accounting officers of the Treasury be, and they 
hereby are, directed, on oa being made by Lieut. Col. W. A. Jones, 
Corps of Engineers, Uni States Army, or his legal resentatives, to 
reopen, adjust. and pay his claim for aeeey service in the United States 
Army, in accordance with the law applicable thereto as construed by the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and out of any money in the Treasury 


“tir Fumreman’ lack thas the report read, Mr. Speake 

r. FLETCHER. Iask that the re may be Mr. § r. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the weonent ration of the bill? 
Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. § er, let the report be read. 
The eet (by Mr. DENNY) was read, as follows: 
‘The mittee on ens, So whees wae eoeeenel, thee 8 ee 


Cores of Magineees, cation tile onal Ge Lamoecin mamas Somat etl 
eers, conside: e same, do here 
bill k to the House with tion recemminendablon that it do ver 


ck pass. 

“ This is a claim for longevit: for service inthe Army. It appears that 
the Treasury officials for q a time construed the on of Conavens Sem. 
viding that an officer of the Army should have an increase of pay for each 











1896 


five years of service in the Aeuey in such manner as to apply only to service 
of commissioned officers; but after many years the Court of ims held that 
it applied to the service of enlisted men and of cadets at West Point, and this 
decision was confirmed by the Supreme Court. It was thus fully settled that 
this class of officers, as a result of the aforesaid ruling of Treasury officials, 
had not been paid for their services the full amount intended by 
ity law. At this point the Second Comptroller of the Treasury too tS) 
stand that the accounts for service of these officers had been settled and 
closed, and that he could not n them without authority of re 
For this reason those officers, who have thus been deprived of pay justly due 
them, have been forced to go before Congress for ress, as granted in the 
bill in this case, if passed.” 

The Speaker. Is there objection to the present consideration of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

An amendment proposed by the Committee on Claims,to strike out the 
word *“claim,” in fine 7, and insert in lieu thereof the word “account,” was 


bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and it was acco: read the third time, and passed 

On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, a motion to reconsider the last vote was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Now, Mr. Chairman, I have had this rec- 
ord read for the purposé of appealing to this House to do the same 
justice to Major Stewart that was done to the recipient of the ben- 
efit of the act which has just been —— to. Major Stewart was 
one of the heroes of the late war. e was a man who had enlisted 
as a young manJn the Regular Army, and when the war of the 
rebellion came on had attained to the rank of sergeant in one of 
the batteries. For gallantry and devotion to the service he was 
a ge successively through the grades up to that of major. 

ad I the time to give to the House a description of some of the 
magnificent daring and courage which he displayed, it would sat- 
isfy the members that no more honorable record was ever made 
by private, by colonel, or by general in the war of the rebellion 
than was made by him. 

At a reunion of the <> Legion in the city of Cincinnati a few 
ears ago, after General Fairchild, then at the head of that order, 
ad described one of the magnificent assaults which had been 

successfully carried out by Stewart’s battery, complimenting him 
highly upon his bravery and courage, the modest old major sim- 
ply rose and said, ‘I thank you, General.” General Fairchild 
responded, ‘‘No; do not thank me; thank the God above who 
gave us such men in our time of need.” 

He belonged to the Iron Brigade. At Antietam, at Gettysburg, 
and all the other battles in which this brigade took part, Stewart’s 
battery was ever in the thickest of the fight. He served for many 
years ignorant of the additional compensation to which he was 
entitled. He made no claim for it within the time which the law 
allowed. This bill is to give him an opportunity to get from the 
Government the pay that he might justly have claimed. He is 
now an old man. He has no son upon whom he can depend in the 
declining years of his life. He gets a small compensation. He 
wants this money, in case it is given, to get a home in which the 
declining years of his life may pass. He has earned it by his cour- 

‘age; he is entitled to it for his services; and only that of the 
statute of limitations, which has been set aside and broken down 
in other cases, stands betweén him and his right to recover this 
money. 

Now, a similar act was passed by this House at the last session. 
I introduced a claim for longevity pay for the widow of the Hon. 
Thomas L. Young, who was formerly a member of this House, 
who had failed, just as Major Stewart failed, to claim his longev- 
ity pay. He was entitled to it as much as others who have 
drawn theirs; and while the bill was worded in perhaps a little 
different way, because made payable direct to the widow instead 
of to him, yet it was understood by the House and was stated 
when the bill was passed that it was a longevity-pay claim. 

Now, objection may be urged that this is opening the way to 
thousands of other claims. at is the objection we hear when- 
ever war claims come up in this House. I do not care how justa 
claim may be, the objectionis, *‘ Do not pass this bill, because if you 
do there will be a flood of other bills just like it to go through.” 
If that is the theory upon which this House is to proceed, we ought 
toshut our doors and go home, because there is no bill introduced 
in this House that may not be followed by a flood of similar legis- 
lation. The ground upon which we ought to stand is that this 
Government is honest enough, is fair enough, and just enough to 
pay its proper debts and dues. This is a claim which miett have 

nm paid by the Government under the law, but which, through 
the ignorance of Major Stewart concerning his rights under the 
law, was not paid. It seems to me it is but a just and proper 
tribute to the worth and the distinguished service of this gallant 
soldier that he should in the last years of his life receive from the 
Government that which it owes him. We pay out thousands of 
dollars for pensions. This is as justa claim as any pension claim. 
Major Stewart is old. He has but few years longer to live, has 
no one upon whom he can depend, and this will render peaceful 
and happy the final years of his active and honorable life in the 
service of his country. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I want to see if I understand 
this bill; and if I do I want the Committee of the Whole to under- 
stand it; and then I am quite content the committee should do 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


SS 





109 


as the committee no doubt will do, its duty in the premises. I 
understand that Major Stewart is now on the retired list. 

Mr. BROMWELL. He is. 

Mr. CANNON. What is his pay? 

Mr. BROMWELL. I am informed that he gets about $1,700. 

Mr. CANNON. How long has he been on the retired list? 

Mr. BROMWELL. I forget; some six or seven years, I believe, 

Mr. CANNON. How old a man is he now? 

Mr. BROMWELL. I can not answer the gentleman’s question 
categorically, but I should say that he is in the neighborhood of 
70 years of age. 

Mr. CANNON. He was a private soldier in 1851, it appears. 

Mr. BROMWELL. The honorable gentleman from New York 
[Mr. WapswortTH] knew him as a child, and he can tell you his 
age better than [ can. 

Mr. CANNON. Why, Wapsworts himself is not over 71. 
[Laughter. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. My friend from Ohio means that Major 
Stewart knew me asa child. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. CANNON. [hold in my hand a report and I want to call 
attention to it and to state what it is and why and how it comes 
here. In 1838 a law was passed providing that— 





Every commissioned officer of the line or staff, exclusive of general officers, 
shall be entitled to receive one additional ration per diem for every five years 
he may have served or shall serve in the Army of the United States. 


That act was passed July 5,1838. From 1838 down to, say, 1890 
that law received a uniform construction to the effect that the 
only persons that were entitled to this increase in the way of lon- 
gevity pay were comimissioned officers in the Army, and it was 
for service as commissioned officers that they were allowed the one 
additional ration per diem for every five years of service. From 
1838 down to about 1890, I suppose, that was the uniform con- 
struction of the law. But in and around the city of Washington 
there are a great many very bright people, some of them lawyers— 
and I like lawyers, though if I were a better one myself I would 
probably like them better. [Laughter.] Among these bright peo- 
ple, I say, are lawyers and retired officers of the Army, some with 
a great deal of leisure, and some with not so much, and it got into 
somebody’s head that there was a chance to recover something in 
the Court of Claims by securing a different construction of the 
law, namely, that if a man who was a commissioned officer had 
previously served as a private soldier, the time of his service as a 

rivate should be counted, so that for every five years of service, 
including his service as a private, he should have longevity pay, 
and that construction would apply to a large number of cases. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. May I correct the gentleman? 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. There was an act passed in 1878 ex- 
pressly including the time served as an enlisted man. 

Mr. CANNON. Ido not find that set out in the report of the 
committee. 

Mr. BROMWELL. I will read it; it is very brief: 


Sec. 7. That on and after the passage of this act a!l officers of the Army of 
the United States who have served as officers in the volunteer forces during 
the war of the rebellion, or as enlisted men in the armies of the United States, 
regular or volunteer, shall be and are hereby credited with the full time they 
have served as such officers and as such enlisted men in computing their 
service for longevity pay and retirement. 


Mr. CANNON. That act was passed when? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. It was approved June 18, 1878. 

Mr. CANNON. And this claim is based upon that act—is that 
correct? . 

Mr: WILSON of Ohio. So much of it as includes the time that 
this officer served as an enlisted man. 

Mr. CANNON. How much of it depends on that, and what is 
the other part based on? 

Mr. BROMWELL. The object of this bill is to refer this case 
to the Treasury officials and let them find out. 

Mr. CANNON. What is the other basis for this claim? I am 
asking for information. Iam as swiftfooted as any man here to 
do real justice to this man, if it can be done safely. 

Mr. STEELE. About 1868 an act was passed providing that all 
officers should have longevity pay and 10 per cent for every five 
years’ service in the Volunteer orin the Regular Army. This act, 
amendatory thereof, provides that in computing longevity pay 
there shall be included the term of service as a private soldier. 
Longevity pay may be added to the pay of an officer—for every five 
years of service 10 per cent—up to 40 per cent, but longevity pay 
of certain officersis limited. For instance, a colonel may not have 
the full 40 per cent added to his pay, or a brigadier-general or a 
ee ene may not have the 40 per cent added to his pay. 
This act was intended only to include a few men who served for a 
time as private soldiers and afterwards became officers. If this 
officer, for instance, had served as an officer for fifteen years he 
might count that fifteen years and then five years of service as a 
— soldier, making up the twenty years. If this man served 

ong as an officer, I can not see that the passage of this bill is going 
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to give him money enough to buy a home, as has been suggested 
here. It would give him 10 per cent for the first five years’ serv- 
ice and 10 per cent for the next five years, and so on up to 40 per 
cent. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, I think I understand the matter. Iam 
seeking information in good faith, so as to find out just how I 
should vote. Thatthis man Major Stewart served as a private sol- 
dier from 1851 until 1861; that then when the war broke out he was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant, and from that time until 
the present has been in the Regular Army, receiving promotion 
from time to time; that he was retired.a few years ago; and that 
his pay as a retired officer of the Army is $1,700 a year. 

Now, under the construction of the laws on this subject as 
ee by the accounting officers of the Treasury, this officer of 
the Regular Army claims that he has been cut out of over $4,000 
that ought to have been paid him before or immediately after the 
act of 1878 was passed; and now, because somebody along in 1890 
sued in the Court of Claims in a case of this kind and recovered, 
he seeks to recover the sum named in the bill. But when he goes 
to the Court of Claims they say, ‘‘Yes. but you are barred by the 
statute of limitations.” Then he comes to Congress and says, 
“Being barred by the statute of limitations, I have no remedy 
under the existing law, and I ask legislation that will give me 
this $4,000.” 

It may be that it is the temper of the House to-day to grant this 
claim. I wish to say that no man has a greater admiration for 
officers or privates of the Reguiar Army than Ihave. They are 
our fellow-citizens. They represent the arm of force of the Gov- 
ernment. They are worthy men, entitled to credit and honor. 
They are entitled to a certainty of tenure; and they haveit. They 
are entitled to certain pay; they have it. They are entitled to go 
upon the retired list; they have that egy This worthy 
officer has had all that; and he has it to-day. But I want to sub- 
mit to the Committee of the Whole in reference to this retired list 
of the Army, filling up as it is with people who are in far better 
condition than equally worthy men who were in the Volunteer 
Army, there may be danger—I have sometimes thought there was 
danger—that you will build up a great pay roll that by and by 
will break of its own weight. 

Having said that much, let me state now the case of a com- 
missioned officer, a second lieutenant in the volunteer force of the 
Army—one who went through the war, perhaps, side by side with 
this man. This officer of the Volunteer Army went out of the 
service at the close of the war. Having received his pay as an 
officer while the war continued, he has not been on pay since. If 
he was disabled (as it does not appear that this worthy officer 
was, according to the report) he gets a pension the amount of 
which is away below—which is only one-quarter part of the 
amount which this worthy officer receives upon the retired list. 
And you must recollect that for one officer of the Regular Army 
situated as this one is there are a hundred of the Volunteer Army 
who are not enjoying his advantages. Now, I would not take 
away from this man the $1,700 a year which he now worthily 
receives. I would not measure his deserts strictly or unjustly— 

Mr. STEELE. Just one minute, if the gentleman pleases. I 
can see where the statement which I just made was probably mis- 
leading. Under the act to which I have referred this man, if he 
had counted his ten years of service from 1851 to 1861, would have 
commenced drawing 20 per cent from the date of the passage of 
the act, instead of waiting for the oe of five years’ service. 
He would have commenced getting the 20 per cent addition to his 
pay that much sooner. So that the amount might be, I suppose, 
more than $4.000. His pay now is undoubtedly $218.75 per month. 

Mr. CANNON. That is his pay now on the retired list? 

Mr. STEELE. Yes. sir; his pay on the retired list. 

Mr. CANNON. Then he gets $2,600 a year or more, instead of 
$1,700. My friend from Ohio [Mr. BROMWELL] was in error. 

Mr. BROMWELL. I made my statement on the best informa- 
tion I had. 

Mr.CANNON. Then this man is now getting, and has received 
for six years past, without one — of service to the Govern- 
ment, and will receive until he dies—and I am glad of it, because 
it is our policy touching the Regular Army—$2,600 and more a 

ear. 

Now, then, it is said in Holy Writ, *‘ To him that hath shall be 
iven, and from him that hath not shall be taken that which he 
ath.” I can conceive how hundreds of men who served in the 

Volunteer Army, and did good service there, might perhaps com- 
plain of that rule which was laid down a long time ago, and might 
claim that if this amount of $4,000 is to be given to this man by 
removing this statutory bar, something ought to be done for them 
more liberal than has been done; at least their pensions should 
not be taken away, as has sometimes happened. 

One word more and I conclude. It is asked, “‘ Would not this 
man have been entitled to this amount if the decision of the 
court had been rendered in 1878 instead of 1890?” I answer, yes. 
But the decision as made in 1890 was to a man who was vigilant. 


never dreamed of getting, and can not get under the laws of his 
country, because the statute of limi has run. 

saw fp Ot Sark os grect Sence e 
would give it to him. 

If you want to war. precedent of this kind by removing the 
bar of the statute of limitations, the manly method of proceeding 
would be to remove that bar as to all cases. And then somebody 
will naturally ask, How much is it. going to cost? In the —- 
chancery, considering the condition of thé Treasury, i g 
the worthy record of this man and of 2,000,000 other men who 
served in the late war, I doubt if such action ought to be taken, 
I am slow to favor the removal of the bar of the statute of 
limitations in any case. The safer way is to let it be a statute of 


re \ 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BRoMWELL]. 

The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr, 
CANNON) there were—ayes 21, noes 37. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I have no special inter- 
est in the pending claim, but 1 reported it, and } want to call the 
attention of the committee to what I regard as the unfair state- 
ment of the gentleman from Illinois in his remarks upon this 
question. . 

This is not by any means new legislation with reference to the 
longevity pay of soldiers. For many yeers the statutes provided 
only that a man who had served as an officer for five years should 
have 10 per cent of his pay additional after that period, and for 
every five years of service thereafter he should have an additional 
10 percent. But in 1878 Congress the act which provided 
that if a private soldier had served in the Army five years and 
then became an officer of volunteers he should have longevity pay, 
and if he should serve another term of five years, and five years 
more, and still another period of five years, or four terms of five 
years in all, he might receive 10 per cent of his pay measured 
the extent of the compensation received during each term of five 
years. 

Now, I submit that the Government of the United States owes 
this man for three periods of service as honestly as the Govern- 
ment owes any man his salary for services in this House, save and 
except that the statute of limitations bars him from now present- 
ing his claim because he did not doit at the proper time. We all 
despise the man who, in his individual ity, pleads the statute 
of limitations in bar of an honest debt. y, then, should a t 
Government like this refuse to open the door and allow the officials 
of the Treasury to pay this man what the law granted to him— 
not a law which we enacted, but a law which was enacted by those 
who preceded us? Those who enacted that law, at the time and. 
under the circumstances which prevailed then, understood what 
it was to induce a man to serve his country in a military capacity; 
and the Government of the United States has kept faith with 
every soldier under that law. The gentleman from Illinois can 
not point to-day to a statute which guarantees to a private soldier — 
anything which the country has sed to give to him. If such 
an occasion shall ever arise, we may well be ashamed of our Govy- 
ernment, because it is too big and too grand and too powerful to 
repudiate the smallest debt of the poorest private soldier in the 
Army. 

Give this man, then, what the law allows him, and do not stand 
on the fact that he was too late in presenting his claim to have the 
benefit of that law which other more diligent officials secured. I 
think this man in his old age should now receive what the Gov- 
ernment has provided for those who served in the Army as he has 
served. Aeros 

Mr. G VENOR. Mr. Chairman, I do not know that I can 
make my voice heard in the Hall on account of the condition of 
my throat to-day. But I want to reply to one ent which 
has been made by the distinguished chairman of the Committee 
on ad the gentleman from Illinois Tr. ares 
who finds himself in the ungracious attitude of opposing 
claim merely on the technical ground that the statute of limita- 
tions at this time bars its allowance by the Treasury oo 

He puts the objection, if I understand the force of argn- 
ment, on the ground that the claimant himself had been negli- 
gent; that he had been guilty of what the law calls “laches” in 
the presentation of his claim—— 

Mr. CANNON. I said—— 

Mr. GROSVENOR (continuing). I will do justice to you in 
what you said. 

Mr. CANNON. But the gentleman from Ohio does not want 
to rag oe me? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Certainly not. 

Mr. CANNON. I said that, so far as I had knowledge, my belief 
on the subject was that the claimant did not know or suppose, nor 
did anyone else know or suppose, but what he was getting every 








CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





dollar to which he was entitled under the law until the decision of 
the court to which I have referred, which was made almost a gen- 


eration after the service had been performed. 
Mr. GROSVENOR. Well,I should put it on a better ground 


than that. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, my friend from Ohio always does things 
much better than I can possibly do. Ca 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Only y, when I am on the side 


of justice and right, and you, by accident, happen to get on the 
other side. 

The gentleman from Ilinois did say that the person who brought 
his suit in the Court of Claims in time was diligent, and therefore 
by a fair and just inference we must understand that he assumes 
the man who did not bring his suit within the time prescribed by 
the law had not been diligent and deserved to suffer. 

Now, there is a pretty well settled er of law by which, 
if A does any act or fails to do any act by which B is misled in the 
prosecution of his claim, A shall not be heard afterwards to set 
up isis own act or his own failure to act in bar or in defeat of the 
right of B. Now, this principle applies here. Here stood thelaw 
upon the statute books of the United States that gave to this man 
so much additional pay. It was his legal right then, and it is his 
moral right now. 

I quite agree with what my friend from Ohio [Mr. WILson] has 
said in better words than I can say, *hat it is a pitiful sight to see 
a great government pleading the bi. . f the statute of limitations 
against a claim admittedly just and honest, and when it is done 
by anybody short of a sovereignty the person doing it loses his 
credit among all honorable men. 

Now, let us see what the failure to act on the part of the Gov- 
ernment has been in this behalf. The Government so construed 
its own statute as to forbid the prosecution of this claim by this 
applicant. It said to the men of the Army, ‘‘ You are not entitled 
to charge up on this account of service the time which you spent 
as enlisted men,” and it did not payit. Now, shall it be said that 
because this claimant stood by and believed this Government was 
acting honestly and intelligently at the time, and therefore did 
not prosecute his claim in the Court of Claims, that he shall be 
barred? 1t isa much better construction to put upon all this con- 
duct that the Government understood the law as they construed it, 
and refused the a. which they did under it, and then, hav- 
ing ascertained by a judicial settlement of the question that the 
Government was wrong, that that suit was oe b 
vidual, it is true, for his own benefit, 1 grant, but t. in the 
absence of a multitude of suits, he shall be construed to have 
brought the suit for himself and for all others situated as he 
was. 

Now, I do not add anything to what has been so well said by my 
colleague from the Second district of Ohio [Mr. BRoMWELL] at 
the equity there is in taking this claim and acting upon it directly, 
thereby giving to this old soldier the money that he had a right to 

rsago. I put it upon the ground that the Government itself, 

y its own conduct, prevented this action from being brought, held 
this man’s money, refused to 
running of the statute in r that it may have the benefit of 
its own act, when, in fact, its own act misled this citizen into a 
failure to prosecute his legitimate claim. That is all I desire to 


Bay. 

Mr. HULICK. Before the gentleman takes his seat I hope he 
will make a. At the time the court gave its decision 
on the validity of this law, in the case referred to by the gentle- 
man, was this claim then barred by the statute? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Iso understand that it was then barred. 

Mr. HULICK. Then it isa most favorable interpretation to be 


given. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. But the same rule, in a less forcible de- 
gree, would y in any event. 

Mr. HULICK. , certainly. 

Mr.GROSVENOR. Because it may be said that he is charged 
with a knowledge of the pending litigation, and he may have had 
that knowledge. He may be chargeable with it, but he had the 
right, in all conscience, an honest claim, to suppose that 
he was dealing with an honest Government. I am pu a vio- 
lent assumption now, and I do not insist upon it [laughter], for if 
all the men of this nation who do business did it upon the same 
dishonest and dishonorable principles that the United States Gov- 
ernment does, there would not be income enough from the reve- 
nues of the country to build itentiaries enough to send them 
to. pane and applause.| It is a better proposition to say 
that he had a right to stand by and say, ‘‘M vernment, when 
it finds that it has dealt unjustly and refused to pay me an honest 
claim, will adjust my claim upon the basis that the law has been 
construed to entitle me to.” 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. STEELE. May I just read the section of the statute that 
I referred to a minute ago? 

Mr. CANNON. Yes. 


one indi- 


y it to him, and now invokes the’ 


Mr. STEELE. On page 220 of the Revised Statutes, passed 
1870, I find the following: 


*h 
brigadier-general, inc) chaplains and vthers having 
Ser eS! ye nat their current yearly pay for each term 


of 
The total amount of such increase for len of service shall in 
e as provided by law. 


no case exceed 40 per cent on the yearly pay of the 
Sxc. 1267. In no case shall the pay of a colonel exceed $4, a year, or the 
pay of a lieutenant-colonel exceed $4,000 a year. 
EC from the service shall be entitled to 


. 1275. Officers wholly re 
one pa pay and allowances of the highest 


receive. —y their retirement, 
rank he’ them, whether by or regimental commission, at the time 


, w 
ld 
of their re t. 

That is, the first of the longevity pay was in 1870. 

Mr. CANNON. When? 

Mr. STEELE. In July, 1870. Now, if thissubsequent act had 
been eee in 1870, giving private soldiers the advantage enjoyed 
by officers, that officer at that time, allowing that he was com- 
missioned in 1861, would have been entitled, in one year from the 
passage of this act, to the full 40 per cent; whereas, under the 
reading of this statute, if he had only served five years, he would 
have had to serve eleven years before he would get the full 40 per 
cent. But, as I stated in the first place, it is to give him the addi- 
tional compensation as a private soldier, or it might be said to be 
retroactive in his case, as there was no law providing for a private 
soldier at the time. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I crave the indulgence of the 
committee to submita remark or two, called forth by the remarks 
of the honorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GrosvENoR}. He 
seems to think that the statute of limitations is a fraudulent stat- 
ute, an unmanly statute, and is only invoked by somebody who 
wants to do injustice. Holding these views and living all his life 
in Ohio, I tly wonder that that statute has stood one holy 
minute in the laws of that State. [Laughter. | 

Now, let us see a little about the statute of limitations, and if 
we are going to enlarge it in one case let us see how much there 
is toenlarge itin others. I recollecta statute of limitations, writ- 
ten w the statute book away back in the late seventies, that 
provided that a soldier of the late war should not be entitled to 
arrears of pension dating back from his very disability where he 
did not claim it, unless he filed that claim by a certain day in 
1880— 

Mr. GROSVENOR. But gave notice to everybody to file. 

Mr. CANNON (continuing). And multiplied thousands of 
people never heard of it, and did not file at all. My friend says 
that this individual may not have heard of this and may not have 
brought his action. I submit to him that all are equally charge- 
able with a knowledge of the law. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Then how does your Government get 
along, when it pretended to have a knowledge of the law, and 
that was a false knowledge of the law? 

Mr. CANNUN. My Government has enacted the law and pro- 
vided tribunals for construing it, and has fixed a statute of limi- 
tations in certain cases. Now,then,if we are going to havea 
little chancery of the Lord here,-and are going to do justice with- 
out limitation, who speaks for the man who gets his pittance, 
when you know that multiplied thousands in the Volunteer Army 
are by the statute of limitation of 1880? Is there one of 
them on the retired list who gets, until he dies, $2,600 a year, with 
a commissioned officer’s pay from 1861 to this time? Ifso, I pause 
for an answer. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Chairman, may I interrupt the gentle- 
man— 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 

Mr. BROMWELL (continuing). Forastatement? It is tocor- 
rect a mistake. I find by reference to the printed record of the 

tion of army officers that the regular pay of a retired 
major is $1,875; so that 1 was not very far out of the way. Now, 
there is an additional amount for each additional five years’ serv- 
ice, which makes, as stated by the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. 
STEELE], something over$2,000, after a service of twenty years, by 
reason of this longevity pay. 

Mr. CANNON. He is getting it. 

Mr. BROMWELL. He is not getting all of it. 

Mr. CANNON. He is getting it now, and you want him to get 
back pay to ’50 or 60, and so on. 

Mr. BROMWELL. I do not want anything of the kind. 

Mr. CANNON (continuing). When he is getting it from day to 
day. I want to call the attention of this House to the fact that 
the presence of people in Washington—not improperly, I do not 
claim that—frequently has much to do with legislation. The 
thousands are not here. You meet about the corridors of the 
Capitol, and in the streets, and at the hotels, and in the boarding 
houses gentlemen upon the retired list. You meet them socially. 
Fairly well taken care of, nottoomuch. The result is, from time 
to time that in the Congress, which is ever changing, there comes 
legislation for longevity pay. Why, until this discussion came 
on there is not one of us in twenty in this House that understood 
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what longevity pay meant. I commenced talking about it,and 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. STEELE] had to tell me about 
it; and yet it abounds, do you not see, in legislation; and then, 
with the laws construed for a whole generation, somebody dis- 
covers that there is a chance to recover, and sues in the Court 
of Claims. I am not going to intimate that at times the Court of 
Claims is like “ necessity “—knows no law—but they sometimes 
give constructions to the law that you and I never dreamed of, or 
even the gentleman from Ohio. And now, being barred by the 
statute, being cared for at $2,600 a year, the gentleman from Ohio 
said, ‘‘ Let us remove the bar of the statute and give the claim- 
ant $4,000 at one leap.” Why, that is not much money. How 
many are to follow after I know not. If I had my way about it, 
where public officials are cared for enough to meet every want, 
with food, clothing, and house to care for them when they are no 
longer able, I would not give more by affirmative action of the leg-- 
islative power until the Treasury was in a condition that I could 
do some little meed of justice to the millions of men equally patri- 
otic that are getting nothing but a bare pittance. 

One word in conclusion. The gentleman from New York, in 
this case, as on other occasions, has thought proper to make a 
fling at the Government of the United States, saying that it is 
dishonest and dishonorable in its treatment of its creditors. I 
deny it. In my judgment no government that ever existed has 
been so swiftfooted to do justice to its creditors as your Govern- 
ment and mine. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Will the gentleman allow me to make a 
correction? Occasionally an Ohio man does come from New York, 
but Iam not that man, and if the gentleman revises the remarks 
he has just made, I hope he will see to it thatI am properly located 
in Ohio. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CANNON, It appears that I spoke of the gentleman as 
from New York. Is New York angry? [Laughter.| My friend 
understands that it was a mere slip of the tongue. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Certainly; but it might tend to mix me up 
in other matters. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, I think New York is entitled to one Cabi- 
net office, and the gentleman can be put in the other place, and I 
hope he will be, because then I shall know where to find a friend. 
[Laughter. } 

Now, Mr. Chairman, what is the law? When this Government 
makes a contract with any person, and that contract is performed 
by that person under the law, the Government complies with its 
part and compliesswiftly. If there be not a strict compliance, or 
a question of damages arises, there is the Court of Claims; there 
is every Federal court in the Union into which the citizen can 
go and bring his action against the Government. And as a mat- 
ter of fact claimants do all these things. They have their day in 
a court, and after they fail there they become claimants before 
Congress. 

There is no law to control Congress in these matters. Why, we 
can vote $1,000,000 right out of the Treasury for any individual or 
for any purpose on earth. We have the power of appropriation, 
and there is nothing but our own consciences and a sound public 
sentiment to prevent us from abusing it. Therefore, as one Con- 
gress does not bind another, and as death steps in every ten or 
twenty years and changes the personnel of Congress, these claims, 
after they have been turned down time and time again, come up 
smniling to demand further consideration, because the claimant, 
or the representative of the claim, never dies. So it happens, 
because one of these old, stale claims which has been turned down 
again and again comes up again and is pushed here by somebody 
who is interested in it, that gentlemen who are mistaken, as I think 
my friend from Ohio is mistaken in this case, feel warranted in 
attacking the honor of the Government of the United States. It 
is a great Government and an honest Government, and I would 
rather favor a line of action that would tend to bar these claims 
by limitation after a reasonable time. If they were between pri- 
vate individuals they would never be heard of, because there the 
statute of limitations would operate. I wish that such a statute 
was written into the fixed law of the land, into the Constitution 
of the United States. It would be well for the Government and 
well for the people, and sometimes well for the reputation of every- 
body. 

Now, that last remark is not particularly connected with this 
case, but I have felt justified in making these suggestions in reply 
to the remark of the gentleman from Ohio touching the conduct 
of the Government of the United States in these matters. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Chairman, I want to say a word. I 
now find the gentleman from Illinois planting himself upon a new 
ground altogether. He says that there are courts in the United 
States and that men may go into those courts and obtain judg- 
ment against the Government for what it owes them. Now, cer- 
tainly within ninety days my friend will repudiate that doctrine, 
because I have known him to be even more vigorous than he is 
now to defeat this little claim in his endeavors to prevent the 
payment of judgments solemnly rendered in the United States 






courts in favor of individuals against the Government, judgments 
involving not merely a small amount, as in this case, but millions 
and millions of dollars. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman instance one case? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Easily. The French spoliation claims. 

Mr. CANNON. Not at all. There was no judgment of the 
court there. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. AndIcould nameothers. I hope the gen- 
tleman has not forgotten. ‘ 

Mr. CANNON. Oh,I have not forgotten; but of course the 
gentleman does not want to misrepresent me. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Not atall. Then, too, we all remember 
the piece of strategy which he conceived in that wonderful brain 
of his and carried out with that wonderful intelligence of his, 
that left us all prostrate here who were in favor of paying those 
judgments. It was all fair and honorable, of course, but per- 
haps somewhat doubtful in the character of the management. 
eh 

Mr. CANNON. ‘And the villain still pursued her.” [Laugh- 

r. 

hier, BROMWELL. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that this 
question has resolved itself down to this one point, whether this 
House will do the same justice to Major Stewart that it has already 
done in the case of the widow of Gen. Thomas L. Young and-in 
the case of Lieut. Col. W. A. Jones. And I want to say right 
here that the gentleman from Illinois himself dictated last winter 
the language of the bill for the benefit of General Young’s widow, 
modified the bill as it was introduced by me and dictated the lan- 
guage in which it should be presented to this House. That bill 
passed the House, and it was nothing more than a longevity claim 
couched in language which made the money payable to the widow 
instead of to the soldier himself. 

Mr. CANNON. As the gentleman has referred to that matter, 
some explanation is tat but it seems to me that it would be 
better for him to withdraw his remarks from the REcorD. Other- 
wise it is due to him and myself that a brief statement of the 
facts should be made. The ss knows that I objected to 
that legislation. He well understands that Thomas L. Young was 
a member of this House for many years—served in the Army for 
many years. The gentleman knows what was his financial condi- 
tion and that of his family at the time of his death better than I 
do. The gentleman knows that without warrant of law we have 
fallen into the habit here of giving to the widows of deceased 
members of Congress the pay to which their husbands would have 
been entitled if they had lived. 

Mr. BROMWELL. The gentleman overlooks the essential 
point of the case. 

Mr. CANNON. The gentleman knows the conversation that 
he and I had, and that the item making that appropriation was 
put on the bill in the shape in which it was with the purpose, as 
expressly stated by me, that it should not constitute a precedent— 

utting it upon the ground of the action of Congress toward the 
amilies of members who had died while in service as such. 
And I do not defend it upon that ground. The gentleman and 
I can have no quarrel about the facts of the matter. 

Mr. BROMWELL. The facts are exactly as I stated. That 
bill was a longevity claim, and it went through this House as 
such. It was a claim on behalf of the widow of Thomas L, 
Young, a former member of this House: but that fact made it no 
better and no worse than this claim of Major Stewart's. 

Now, this House—and I had the facts read from the Clerk's 
desk—passed another bill—a bill for a lieutenant-colonel of - 
neers—a case in which there was no more claim and no more right 
and no more justice in favor of granting longevity pay than there 
isin this case of Major Stewart’s. For all we know that lieutenant- 
colonel of engineers may have been a brave soldier. Wedo know 
from the records that Major Stewart was. Now, will this House 
blow hot with one breath and cold with another, or will it do the 
same justice to this gallant old Major Stewart that it has done to 
these other two officers? That is the question that comes before us. 

I know it is the policy of the chairman of the Committee on 
Pe pera em to endeavor to cut down here all claims, however 
just, that take any money out of the Treasury. Iam just as re- 
sponsible to my constituents as he is to his. ever there is a 
just claim of this kind that has gone before the Committee on 
Claims—whether it comes from the South or from the North, from 
the East or from the West—if the claim has been investigated and 
found to be a just debt against this Government, I propose to 
stand here in —- and support it with my voice my vote. 

A MEMBER. ithout regard to the condition of the eae: 

Mr. BROMWELL. Without to the condition of the 
Treasury, an honest claim should be paid, and means should be 
provided for paying it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I ask for a vote on this question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying this bill aside to 
be reported with a favorable recommendation. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the affirmative. 
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Mr. DINGLEY. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. PayNe reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, having had under consideration 
the Private Calendar, had directed him to report back with a 
favorable recommendation the bill o R. 2741) for the relief of 
Peter Cook, of Arkansas; the bill (H. R. 130) to carry out the find- 
ings of the Court of Claims in the case of Augustus P. Burditt; 
the bill (H. R.71) for the relief of Capt. Francis A. Beuter; the bill 
& R. 3075) for the relief of John A. Lynch, and the bill (H. R. 

) for the relief of James Stewart. He further reported that the 
Committee of the Whole, having had under consideration the bill 
(H. R. 3950) for the relief of William P. Buckmaster, had substi- 
tuted therefor Senate bill No. 90, which tliey had directed him to 
report back with the recommendation that it lie on the table. He 
also reported that the Committee of the Whole, having had under 
consideration the bill (H. R. 903) for the relief of Flora A. Darling, 
had directed him to a a9 the same back with an amendment, 
and with the recommendation that the bill be as amended. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the of the bills just 
reported back from the Committee of the Whole. 


PETER COOK. 


The bill (H. R. 2741) for the relief of Peter Cook, of Arkansas 
(reported from the Committee of the Whole with a favorable 
recommendation), was taken up, and ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 


AUGUSTUS P. BURDITT. 


The bill (H. R.130) to carry out the findings of the Court of 
Claims in the case of Augustus P. Burditt (reported from the 
Committee of the Whole with a favorable recommendation) was 
taken up, and ordered to be en and read a third time; and 


it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
FLORA A. DARLING. 


The bill (H. R. 903) for the relief of Flora A. Darling (reported 
from the Committee of the Whole with a recommendation that it 
be passed with an amendment) was taken up and the amendment 
was read, as follows: 

In line 6 strike out the words “fifteen thousand six hundred and eighty- 
three dollars” and insert ‘* $5,683.” 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, before the vote is taken on this 
bill, I desire to call the attention of the House to the facts as they 
are found in the findings of fact of the Court of Claims, accom- 
panying the report. When I read these findings I can not believe 
that the Committee of the Whole, in recommending the a 
of this bill, understood the facts as they are presented here. If 
the committee had understood them I am sure it could not have 
made such a recommendation as we have now before us. Promi- 
nent in findings of facts by the Court of Claims is the follow- 
ing: I should first say the claimant is the widow of a brigadier- 
general in the Confederate army, and the Court of Claims finds 
that the ‘‘claimant sympathized with her husband in political 
a and was disloyal to the Government of the United 

tates.” 

It appears also that she was arrested as a suspected spy, and I 
can not believe, if the House understood fully the facts connected 
with the case, that it would be swift to recommend the payment 
of the claim in her behalf. 

But, Mr. Speaker, aside altogether from the character of the 
claimant, there are not sufficient facts found accompanying the 
comumittee’s report in presenting the claim to the House to peuey 
a verdict in her favor at the hands of the House. Her claim is 
based on the alleged fact that certain Confederate bonds and cer- 
tain State-bank notes, as well as money in silver and gold and 
jewels, were taken from her trunk while she wasin custody. Ten 
thousand dollars of this amount was in Confederate cotton bonds, 
which, of course, the committee ignored and set aside altogether. 
But in addition to that amount there were said to be $5,000 in notes 
of the State banks of Louisiana and Tennessee. Now, what were 
$5,000 in face value of the notes of the banks of the States of Loui- 
siana and Tennessee worth in 1863? The Court of Claims do not | 
find them to be worth anything, and there is no presumption that 
they were worth their facevalue. Atthat time both of these States 
were in the hands of the Federal soldiers, and I doubt—there being 
all kinds of State banks in Tennessee and Louisiana, as in all of the 
other States of the Union at that time—I doubt whether these had 
any value at all, and non constat that the $5,000 were worth $500, 
or $5, or 5 cents. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania if the report develops what bank in Tennessee the notes 
were upon? 

Mr. DALZELL. Itis not found. Weare not informed. We 
do not know what bank or banks issued the notes in question. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. I make the inquiry for the reason that 
some of the banks in Tennessee—their issues—were good as gold 
at all times. 

Mr. DALZELL. The gentleman from Tennessee misunder- 
stands me, if I made the affirmation broad enough to cover all of 
the banks. I say that we do not have sufticient facts on which to 
base a verdict in the statement presented to us by the committee. 
The gentleman from Tennessee will concede that the issues of 
some of these banks at that time were practically worthless. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is true. 

Mr. DALZELL. Well, the notes specified in this claim may 
have been of the insolvent banks. 

Mr. COX. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania will allow me 
a moment, I would like to ask my colleague to state what bank in 
Tennessee in 1863 had its notes at par with gold? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The State bank—— 

Mr. DALZELL (continuing). Well, whether they were or not, 
we do not know even that there were banks whose notes were 
worth their face value in gold; nor do we know, assuming that 
such banks were in existence, that these were the notes of such 
banks in this trunk, and non constat that they were worth any- 
thing like the amount named here. 

I am reliably informed by a gentleman from Tennessee that 
some of the State-bank notes in 1863 were selling at 15 cents on 
the dollar. So, not to make a short story long, I end, as I began, 
by saying that it passes my belief that the House should be swift 
to vote $5,000 from the bankrupt Treasury of the United States 
to pay such a rotten claim as that presented on the face of this 


report. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I only wish to add to my statement in 
respect to the Tennessee bank money that if the gentleman will 
read the report he will find that the reference is to the State Bank 
of Tennessee, not to the State banks, as I understand it, but to the 
institution known as the Bank of Tennessee. 

— DALZELL. Oh, no. The gentleman. is mistaken. Not 
at all. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I think you will find that to be the case, 
as I understood the reading of the report. 

Mr. DALZELL. The gentleman is mistaken. 
the report: 

The claimant pont in her trunk for safe-keeping $10,000 in Conrederate 


cotton bonds, which had been issued the previous September, $5,000 in notes 
of the State banks of Louisiana and Tennessee, and so on. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. If that means the State Bank of Tennes- 
see, that money was as good as gold. 

Mr. DALZELL. It does not mean it, and does not say so, but 
on the contrary it expressly says State banks of Tennessee and 

isiana. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. We had some private banks in the State 
at that time which would have been perfectly good, and others 
that were undoubtedly bad, but the Bank of Tennessee was as good 
as gold all along. 

r. DALZELL. Where in the State of Tennessee was that 
bank doing business in 1863? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It was not doing business in Tennessee; 
but its assets were in gold. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Where was it redeeming its notes at that 
time? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not know; but the notes would have 
been redeemed if presented to the bank, because the bank existed. 
Its assets were removed from Nashville, and it was kept up asa 
separate organization, and redeemed its notes at all times during 
the war and subsequent to the war—never failed todoso. The 
assets of the bank were in the hands of honest men. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. DAL- 
ZELL] has the floor. Does he yield? 

Mr. DALZELL. I yield to the gentleman from Kansas. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, in addition to what has been said by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. DALZELL], an examination 
of this report will show, I think, that the committee has treated 
this claim as though this applicant was a citizen of some other 
country. The citations here of international law might apply if 
this claimant was a citizen of Great Britain or France or Ger- 
ei but what application they have in this case I fail to appre- 

end. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. 
ligerents. 

Mr. BLUE. Unless it be claimed that this applicant was not 
only a sympathizer with the cause of the South, but an actual 
resident of the South, and treating the South as a foreign country, 
I heartily approve of all that has been said by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. DaLzeLL}, and if this bill is to be passed, it 
will be found to form a very dangerous precedent. 

Mr. DALZELL. I-yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Cox]. 


I will read from 





The Confederates were bel- 








114 


Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, if I catch that re , this case is that 
of the wife of a husband who was disloyal tothe Union. She bases 
her claim upon the idea that certain State-bank notes that were 
taken from her, and probably improperly taken (although I do not 
stop to inquire about that), were equivalent to gold. Part of those 
notes were notes of the State bank, or the banks of Tennessee, and 
it is asserted that those notes were equivalent to gold in 1863. 
Now, I undertake to say there was no State-bank note—I put it 
as strongly as I can—that there was no State-bank note redeema- 
ble in gold in 1863. 

Mr. BOATNER. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt 
him there? 

Mr. COX. Iwill, with pleasure. 

Mr. BOATNER. The redemption of Louisiana bank notes in 
gold was suspended during the war, by a military order of Gen- 
eral Butler. 

Mr. COX. When? 

Mr. BOATNER. It was soon after General Butler assumed 
command of the city of New Orleans, and from that time on, as 
long as that order was enforced, the notes were not redeemed in 
gold. Those notes, however, circulated at par, and the only rea- 
son why they were not redeemed and retired by the bank was 
because of the military order which prevented it. Those notes 
were redeemed after the war in gold coin of the United States, 
and never were below par since 1856. 

Mr. COX. Oh, well; l understand that. Hereisthe history and 
the truth of the thing. The State-bank notes of the State of Ten- 
nessee—and 1 talk about the State-bank notes, not about the 
various banks of the State—were bought up after the war atfrom 
15 to 25 cents on the dollar. Then the Supreme Court of the 
United States decided that they were receivable in payment of 
taxes, and they went to par. 

Now, whatever may be my sympathy concerning a claim of this 
kind, I am not going to sit here and vote to appropriate money for 
the payment of a claim for the seizure of State-bank notes of the 
State of Louisiana, upon a gold basis, when I know those notes 
were selling for not more than 25 to 50 cents on the dollar. 

Mr. BOATNER. Does the gentleman say that Louisiana bank 
notes were ever sold at 15 to 20 cents on the dollar? 

Mr. COX. I submit you could not cash a Louisiana bank note, 
in 1863, for 30 cents on the dollar in gold. 

Mr. BOATNER. Do you know anybody that ever tried to do it? 

Mr. COX. Did you ever try to do it? 

Mr. BOATNER. No; I never did; but I know, if the gentle- 
man will allow me, that during the entire period of the war 
Louisiana bank notes, wherever they circulated throughout the 
country, adjacent to New Orleans, were considered and treated 
as at par with gold. They were better than greenbacks, because 
greenbacks were subject to a discount, while the bank notes were 
considered as good as gold, and were redeemed in gold after the 








war. 
Mr. COX. Oh, I know how they were retired. I understand 


at. 

Mr. BOATNER. If they ever were sold at a discount, I never 
heard of it. 

Mr. COX. But you and I know that there was not a Louisiana 
bank note nor a note of the State Bank of Tennessee that was 
redeemable in gold in 1863. You know it as well as I do. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I move to lay the bill under con- 
sideration on the table. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania yield 
to the gentleman from Texas? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I made the report upon this bill. 

Mr. DALZELL. How much time does the gentleman want? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Why, Mr. Speaker, would I not have 
the right to control the time? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman would have the right to con- 
trol the time if he had asked for it at the time the bill was pre- 
sented, but the gentleman did not do so. 


Mr. DALZELL. I yield to the gentleman from Texas five 


minutes. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I sought all the opportunities I could 
to get the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was not aware of it. The Chair 
did not see anybody rising but the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. DALZELL. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas. The hour is near when we have to take a recess. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I dislike very much to be 
placed in the attitude of having to discuss this bill in five min- 
utes. I made the report on the vill, and am the introducer of the 
measure, and ought not to have my time controlled by another; 
but I will undertake to say in that five minutes what I think and 
know about this bill. 

This is the first time that the question has ever been raised as 
to the value of the property taken from this lady. This bill has 
been in a number of branches of the Government, judicial and 
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legislative. It was examined by a quasi judicial organization in 
1866, and the value of this aa oom was not questioned. It was 
subsequently examined by the Court of Claims, and you will find 
from the report of the Court of Claims that estimated the 
value of these bank notes at $5,000. In the Fiftieth Congress a 
favorable report of the committee was made upon this bill, and it 
passed one branch. Thereafter, in a number of Congresses—I 
can not now recall the number—this bill has been before one 
branch or other of Congress, bas invariably passed one branch, and 
this is the first time the question was ever raised as to the value 
of the property or bank notes. 

Now, there are gentlemen upon this floor from Louisiana and 
from Tennessee who know the value of those notes at that time, 
and they state to you that their specie value was their face value. 

Mr. Speaker, I have not yet seen a more meritorious case pre- 
sented to the United States Congress than this. The beneficiary 
was a woman devoted to the Union, who was hostile to secession 
and objected to the dissolution of the Union, and probably on this 
account was temporarily or from her hus , but went 
to him when wounded in battle and stayed with him until he 
died. She on a passport and under a flag of truce granted her by 
a Federal general was undertaking to return to her home when 
she was arrested, her trunk opened, and this poy taken there- 
from. She has been knocking at the doors here for many years, 
seeking relief at the hands of , which tribunal alone can 
give her relief. 

She now resides in the State of New Y: and she never 
resided in the South except fora brief period. declaration as 
to the value of the sa at taken is not disputed, nor has it been 
criticised by any branch of the Government or any committee to 
which it has ever heretofore been referred, but now, for the first 
time, a serene has been raised by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. DALZELL] that these notes were not of their specie 
value. Now, gentlemen of this Congress, have you any witness, 
have you any proof to the contrary? Are you willing to take his 
statement or the statement of the Court of Claims and of the sev- 
eral committees of Congress, of the several branches of Con 
that have heretofore acted upon this measure, wherein they have 
virtually—incidentally, if not positively —passed upon the question 
that these notes are of the specie value named on their face? 

It is a case for you to determine. I have nointerestin the mat- 
ter. I do not even know the beneficiary in this bill. It was re- 
ferred to me as a member of the Committee on War Claims, and 
I made a most careful examination of the case and rted it to 
the committee, and the committee has twice since I have been 
upon it unanimously favorably reported this bill and recommended 
its —. These matters were discussed in the committee, and 
never before has the value of these notes been attacked. The bill 
originally provided for the payment of bonds given by the Con- 
federate government, known as “‘ gold cotton x bonds 
have been excluded from the bill, and we are only asking relief 
for the money—the notes of the Bank of Louisiana and of Ten- 
nessee—and the jewelry that she had in her trunk. 

Mr. COX. Will you pardon me one moment? Will the gen- 
tleman tell me—— 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Certainly, with pleasure, if I can. 


Mr. COX (continuing). What notes of the Bank of Tennessee 
are you talking about? 
Mr. COOPER of Texas. It is declared by the Court of Claims 


to be State-bank notes, and the plural that was used, I think, meant 
the State Bank of Tennessee and the State Bank of Louisiana. 
Mr. COX. It was in 1863 they took the property. These bank 
notes in 1863 were selling for not more than 25 cents on the dollar, 
A MEMBER. Qh! 
Mr. COX. I know what I am talking about. 
Mr. COOKE of Mlinois. Hag the Court of Claims passed upon 
this particular’ case? 
. Mr. COOPER of Texas. It has, and the court says this with 
respect to it: . 
in her trunk for saf in Confederate 
Soot aren eer amo es 
ver, a \- 
lection of jewelry worth 964. 
Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Did the Court of Claims fix the value 
of the a thus taken from the ? 
<a P. of Texas. They that it was taken from 


y. 

Mr. COOKE of Mllinois. But did they by their order and 
decision fix the value of it? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. No. 

Mr. SWANSON. If the lady had the notes of the State banks 
of Louisiana and Tennessee now, she could get $5,000 for them, 
could she not? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. She could get $5,000 in gold for them, 
so I am informed. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Chairman, if, as the gentleman sta 
this is the first time that the value of these notes has been 
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in question, that is simply confirmatory of what we all understand 
to be the fact, that cases of this kind are put together very loosely 
and do not receive the careful consideration that they ought to 
receive. The one essential fact which the Court of Claims ought 
to have found in order to enter a judgment, if it had had author- 
ity to enter j t, is the very fact which it Omitted to find, 
to wit, the value of these State-bank notes. ; 

Mr. McMILLIN. Let meask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
a question? 

r. DALZELL. Certainly. 


Mr. McMILLIN. Greenbacks were below par at that time, were 
they not? 
Mr. DALZELL. In 1863? Of course. 


Mr. McMILLIN. If backs had been taken, does the gen- 
tleman insist that it would be a legitimate part of the inquiry of 
the court to ascertain what the value of the greenback was at that 
time? 

Mr. DALZELL. Most assuredly. 

Mr. McMILLIN. And that settlement of the case could be 
properly made only on that basis? 

Mr. DALZELL. Yes, the value at the date of conversion is the 


test. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I think the gentleman confounds the reduc- 
tion in value of a commodity originally at with the case of 
one that from worthlessness went up and ultimately came to be 
good. The State-bank notes of Tennessee were good. All those 
notes were redeemed, as has been stated by my colleague and 
others, and it has also been shown here by the statement of the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana that at the very time in question the State- 
bank notes of Louisiana were as good as gold remained so, and 
that that money ro from circulating by a mil- 
itary order, which was , 1 suppose, to prevent contracts be- 
ing made in di of the currency. It strikes me, 
therefore, that the correct would be to determine what that 
property would be worth now if it had not been taken. 

r. DALZELL. Oh,no. Themeasure of is the value 
at the time of conversion. Mr. Speaker, I move to lay the bill 
under consideration on the table. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Daze, there 
were—aves 54, noes 45. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. No quorum, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask for tellers. 

The SPEAKER. The point of no quorum being made, the 
Chair thinks the House must be counted 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I suggest that the gentleman from 
Texas withdraw the point of no quorum, and that, by unanimous 
consent, we now arecess until 8 o’clock p. m. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, it is pretty evident that there 
is not a quorum here, and if the House takes now the recess that 
it would take under the rule a few minutes later, that will leave 
this question to be determined hereafter. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Yes; if the tleman from Texas withdraws 
the point of no quorum, the will go over until a week from 


ay. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Texas Withdraw his 
point of no quorum? 


Mr. COOPER of Texas. I did not understand the suggestion 
that was made. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition is that the House now take a 
recess until 8 o'clock this evening, leaving the question on the 
pending bill where it is at present. 

Mr. DINGLEY. The bill will have the same righta week from 


to-day that it has now. 
Then I understand the parliamentary 


Mr. COUPER of Texas. 
situation would be that this bill could not come up until next 
Friday? 

A Member. It could not come up again in any case until next 


Friday. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, in order to out of the com- 
plication, I suggest that the gentleman from Texas withdraw his 
point of no quorum with the agreement that the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to lay the bill on the table shall 
still be i Otherwise, if the gentleman from Texas with- 
draws the point of no quorum the vote already taken is a decision 
of the question. But he can wi w rat pw with an agree- 
ment that the pending motion to lay the on the table shal! 
remain undetermined. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Texas withdraw the 
point of no quorum? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman withdraws the point of no 
a, and mnanimous consent is asked that the question upon 
Will om the tubilo dail be still pending, unafiectel by any vote ther 

ill on t sti ing, ected by any vote that 
has been taken upon it. rae 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
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TheSPEAKER announced that Mr. Payne would att as Speaker 
pro tempore at the evening session; and the House then, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Dine ey (at 4 o’clock and 55 minutes p. m.), took a 
recess until 8 o'clock p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The recess haying expired, the House reassembled at 8 o'clock 
p.m., Mr. Payne in the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read the second 
clause of Rule XXVI. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The House shall on each Friday at 5 o'clock 


.m. take a recess until 8 o'clock, 
at which evening session private pension b 


s, bills for the removal of polit- 
ical disabilities, and bills removing charges of desertion only shall be consid- 


ered; said evening session not toextend beyond 10 o'clock and 30 minutes. 

Mr. PICKLER. I move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole for the consideration of business on the Pri- 
vate Calendar under the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. HEPBURN in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
for the consideration of business under clause 2 of Rule XXVI. 

The Clerk will report the first bill in order. 


URIAH ANDRICES. 


The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1948) to grant a pension to Uriah Andricks, Fifty-fourth Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the —s laws, the name of Uriah Andricks, late of Com- 
—— Fifty-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of $24 per month, 

or of hearing and ent of the spieen. 

The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
lows: 

Strike out of seventh line the word “twenty-four ’ and insert in lieu thereof 


the word * fourteen,”’ and insert between the words “ late” and “of,” in line 
6, the word “ private.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
1948) granting a pension to Uriah Andricks, Fifty-fourth Llinois Volunteer 
Infantry, submit the following report: 

This soldier was enrolled as a private May 1, 1862, in Company H, Fifty- 
fourth Illinois Volunteers, and was mustered out May 3, 1865. His service 
and a are honorable. He was pensioned under act of July 14, 1862, for 
enlargement of spleen, a disease of service origin, at $2 per month. This 
— was oe under act of June 27, 1890, to $12 per month. He was 

— —s 25, 1895, and a reissue made to him under act of March 2, 1895, 
a per month. 

committee have examined a vast mass of testimony of physicians and 
neighbors which was filed in the case, and also other evidence submitted to 
the committee. The last examination by a medical board shows him disabled 
fourteen-eighteenths. The other testimony fully shows that he is incapaci- 
tated for manual labor. The witnesses are all shown by letters received by 
the Pension Office to be credible. There is no doubt in the minds of the com- 
mittee that his disability is of service origin. Indeed, the Pension Bureau 
concede such to be the case. The committee believe injustice was done this 
soldier by dropping him, thus reversing the former finding and decision of 
the Office. There is no doubt in the minds of the committee but that ander 
the general law this claimant is entitled to $14 per month. 

e recommend, therefore, the passage of the bill with an amendment strik- 
ing out of seventh line the word “twenty-four ” and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word “fourteen,” and inserting between the words “late” and “ of,” in 
line 6, the word “private.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Ishould like the gentleman in charge of this 
bill to answer a question or two,if he can. What was the reason 
assigned for the reissue in the case of this soldier at the rate of 
— $6 a month instead of $12, which he had been receiving? 

r. WOOD. That is a question which I am unable to answer. 
That is one of those things which sometimes occur of which it is 
impossible to find out the reason. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Has thissoldier made application at the Bureau 
for an increase? 

Mr. WOOD. I think not. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Is there any reason why an increase should 
not be allowed him by the Bureau? 

Mr.WOOD. I know of no reason except the fact that this pen- 
sion, having been raised to $12 a month, was then on investiga- 
tion, to ‘‘ purge the sion roll,” reduced to $6.a month. I think 
that action was in the face of the testimony on file. I never saw 
thesoldier, tomy recollection, until recently, and it doesnot require 
any medical testimony to show that he is totally incapacitated for 
manual labor; his appearance indicates that. There are numer- 
ous affidavits, medical and otherwise, and a large amount of testi- 
mony showing, I think conclusively, that this man ought to be 
pensioned at $14 a month. 








cS EE 


116 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


DECEMBER 11, 





Mr. ERDMAN. I should like the gentleman to give us some 
reason why by special bill we ought to give this soldier an increase 
of pension. It does not appear from the report why the Bureau 
would not grant the increase if application were made. 
should application be made to this House as long as there is a road 
open through the Pension Bureau? 

Mr. WOOD. The Bureau having reduced this pension from $12 
to $6, it would be an idle thing to appeal to the Ree to grant 
an increase to $14. I think it would be entirely idle for this sol- 
dier to make application to the Pension Office either for a restora- 
tion of his former pension or for an increase. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Have you not found that the Bureau, on appli- 
cation for increase, has repeatedly increased pensions? 

Mr. WOOD. I have found | many more instances where they 
have refused to do so; and in this case they have practically 
refused by cutting down the pension of the soldier. 

Mr. ERDMAN. But the reason is not stated why they have 
cut it down. I should like to get at the inside of this case; but it 
seems impossible to do so. 

The question being taken, the amendments reported by the 
committee were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


GRAY’S BATTALION OF ARKANSAS VOLUNTEERS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1061) granting pension to Gray’s Battalion of Arkansas Volunteers. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill, but was interrupted by 

Mr. PICKLER, who said: Mr. Chairman, I believe that bill is 
not in order now. It is a general bill. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Isa point of order made against the bill? 

Mr. TERRY. I desire to state—— 

Mr. PICKLER. I reserve a point of order. 

Mr. TERRY. I wish to state that this bill was introduced by 
my —— General NEILL, who is unavoidably absent this 
evening understand that at the last session there was some 
point made against the bill. General NEILL has been looking 
into the authorities on the question, and I ask that the bill be 
passed over without prejudice until he can have an opportunity 
to be heard. 

Mr. PICKLER. No objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. At the last session this bill, as the Chair is 
informed, was held to be a public bill, and not within the order of 
business under which we are now operating. But the Chair will 
a om uest of the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. TERRY 

Mr. I believe, Mr. Chairman, a point was m e 
against vibe Otll: ‘but Ido not think it was finally ruled upon. Gen- 
eral NEILL wanted to be heard upon it, and has some authorities 
which he wishes to present. I therefore desire that the bill be 
passed over without prejudice, in order to give my colleague a 
chance to be heard. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Arkansas asks unani- 
mous consent that this bill may be d over without losing its 
place until next Friday or f there be no objection, that 
order will be made. The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 


EMELINE FILGATE, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1631) 
granting a pension to Emeline Filgate. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the poten roll, eae to the provi- 
sions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Emeline Filgate, widow 


of James Filgate, late of Company G, Sixth United States Infantry, at the 
rate of $12 per month. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor- 
able recommendation. 


JAMES L. WING. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8481) granting a pension to James L. Wing. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed oa on the pension roll, at the rate of $30 per 
month, James L. Wing, of Mount Vernon, Ohio, late private Company G, 
Forty-third Re iment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Sxc. 2. That this act shall take effect on its passage. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report in that case. 
The report (by Mr. Kerr) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8481) granting a pension to James L. Wing, submit the following report: 

The soldier, James L. Wing, was a private in Company G, Forty-third 
Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. , He enlisted November 25, 1861, and was 
honorably discharged October 21, [862 

He is now drawing a pension of $12 net month for hernia and heart disease, 
both of which are accepted as of service origin. His claim upon the ground 
of deafness was not 2 a by the Pension Office as of service origin, and 
that claim was disallowe 

The Mansfield, Ohio, pension medical board examined soldier and rated his 
disability as being sixteen-eighteenths on inguinal hernia, varicocele, and 


almost > 


part as follows: 








Grane & the hengt Upon this examination and Ore a sere 
mon 
On May 2, 1891, the same mates teat 


following disabilities and gave him oat fund oe 
cighteenths: ; disease of the See en eleionel iiowing rating: thirtheths total 


ness of le 
There is no a arising wu the disabilities for welch poaeion was 
grented. only t it seems to the committee “ upona ty amount- 
gto fxteun lemons and of corvies r rate than $12 amonth 
should have been oon emowed. — evidence t dvees these disabilities 


ome men is = disabled from Gains manual 
- dy however, re to the deafness, which was rae tedooted, by 
the Ponsion Bureau. The cvidenes a upon that point is very and seems 
_— — the mofcer Te 8 ed this alain 
is not easil witn certainly definite 
nb in their statements that th their evidence vhould be be taken as establish- 


eno 
“<r at cnet aa mr sae on 

er evidence u this poin other wit- 

Bishop, a eomtule of Wing’ See in 


nesses > cumulant was 
“Trecall fact that while we were near Corinth, Miss., at chormesge vay 
about a = last of May soldier one o evening come into cam ter having 
——— illery, and I noticed at that 
aaa was in i 
asked tion Wit wae becuuse be bad Sa of oat 
was use he wall soute ons one 

and said that that was not the trouble, ‘but that it was due ofthe, boys spoke up © up 
firing. After that I noticed that he was hard of 

The witness gives much more evidence on this line showing that soldier 
continued deaf until he left the service. 

a comrade who was with 


In the same examination John M. 
soldier at the time he incurred his alleged disa’ lity, gives substantially the 


same evidence. 
Other witnesses testify that when soldier waoly into the Army his hearing 
was perfect, and that they saw him from the 


upon his. return 
war and that he was then deaf and has continnedl so to the time the amide. 
vits were executed. 
John M. Hall, of Mount Vernon, Ohio, a comrade, says that he noticed sol- 
dier’s deafness soon after his disc 


On the whole, the committee has no doubt but that soldier contracted his 
eafness during service 
Under the general law for total deafness of one ear and slight deafness of 
the other the rate is $20 per month, and for total deafness of one ear 
severe deafness of the bee the rate is Th pet r month. 
an can be no doubt but that with this disability, accepted as of service 
rigin, and added to the service disabilities oonenee the Pension Bureau, 
the soldier ought to have = full rate for inability to do manual labor. 
The committee recommend that section 2 be stricken out, and as amended 
the bill do pass. 
to 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed 
and the bill as amended laid aside to be reported to the House with 
a favorable recommendation. 


ADELAIDE MORRIS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 757) 
granting an increase of pension to Adelaide Morris. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, oie. Tht ti the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is s hereby, 
authorized and @ lace on the pension to the p: 
Sore wikew 


and limitations S the A Or es ona name ot Adel 
the late Arthur Morris, former ‘which rate of the Fourth United States 
le vat the rate of $8 per month rate of $50 per month shall be in lieu 
of the pension she is now receiving. 
Mr. ERDMAN. [ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. MILES) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 757) 
aeene an on ene oe of pe i pepeiee to ‘Adelaide Moers adopt the ae os 
° eir own, and respectfully recommend the passage 
of ‘the pill w with the fo owing amendment: ¥ ; 


In line 8 strike out “ fifty’ and insert in lieu thereof “ twenty-five.” 
[Senate Report No. 92, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. ] 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8.757) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to Adelaide Morris, have examined the same and 


rep iil bill passed the Senate at the last session of Congress an increase 
in the pension of claimant, but it failed to be acted upon in the House of 
resentatives. A reexamination of the military record of Captain Mo 
reveals the fact that it was one of extraordinary merit, full of hardships and 
exposure. * 


time that he was wen picking Gt on 
a The next day I asked — Sue ae he jhe said 
head; oats 


e former report was as follows: 
STATEMENT IN RELATION TO SERVICES OF THE LATE ARTHUR MORRIS, 
MAJOR FOURTH ARTILLERY, UNITED STATES ARMY. 

At the battle of Antietam, September 17, 1862, Lieutenant Morris's battery 
was so hotly engaged that its captain (Hazard) was oa a ~e oe =— 
sacrificed. Laeutenant Morris dis teed for his 
The battery was saved by his bravery, and he was rewarded 
by reas the brevet rank of captain before he was 19 years of 

In the action at Charlestown, Va., Lieutenant Morris Jotusteered ‘for the 
occasion. In this engagement Lieutenant Morris narrowly with his 
life, being struck by aspent ball, the mark of which he carried tohis grave. He 

rsonally congratulated on ee field of battle for his bravery by Gen- 
cock, who was a command, 

From November, 1863, oft eutenant Morris was on staff duty 
at Fort McHenry, Baltimore In 1 as Saas he was on duty at the follow- 
ing pom: Fort Brown, Tex.; olds Barracks, W: 

as in Wow Va.; ee Motions B Baltimore, Md., and in 
e 


: . . ~ on seeraiting 
uty in w ork t 

In J Lieutenant Liceris was transferred to Fort Riley. Kans. While 
inne a was sent with Light Battery B, Fourth Artille serving 2 cavalry, 
on the Salmon River Indian campaign, and was on scouw' duty all the sum- 


mer of 1870. 

From Fort Riley Lieutenant Morris was vo sonia ordered to Fort June, 158, 
Md., and remained there from 1871 to 1872. From May, 1872, to Jun 
Lieutenant Morris served at the Artillery School at Fort ren 

In June, 1873, he was transferred to the Pacific Coast, and Sat anata 
Canty Oreg “ns Aicstns Island, Black Point (San Francisco arbor), Fort 

eae Oreg.; Si Alaska; again at Fort Canby, Oreg., and again at Alca- 
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Const, Captein 
active part in the Modoc cam in the winter of 1873, 
rete ta ierh,” in the tat 





ne Cl Idaho July tland 1 moO. 
the battle of the y under .O. 
ts of this battle General H Ca 

8 2 
_ Morris, F: : This had command of his 
emigre halt aves on the Indian position at the battle of the Clear- 
water on the 12th of July. He behaved most y, keeping himself in 
advance of the line of his company, leading and urging his men forward. 
Thro: out the campaign he was ways ard cheerful in the dis- 

charge of his duties.” 


At that time no brevets were allowed for Indian but May 2, 
after the act allowing ts passed, General Howard Tied 

Captain Morris in his recommendations, as follows: 

“Capt. Arthur fom, a Artillery: For ant service in action 

the hostile Nez Percés Indians during the battle of the Clearwater, 
iano, July 11 and 12, 1877, particularly the final charge, I recommend the 
brevet of major.” . 

During Captain Morris’s service on the Pacific Coast he was one of the 
many officers who suffered severely from the ont depreciation in currency, 
the officers recei their monthly pay from the Government ane 
when everything at that was on a gold basis throughout fornia. 

Lieutenant Morris received romotion as captain, Fourth United States 
Artillery, on January 10, 1877, while stationed at Sitka, Alaska. 

When his requpens was ordered East, in 1881, Captain Morris was first sta- 
tioned at Fort , Mass., where he remained until September, 1882. He 
was then ordered to Fort Adams, Newport, R. L, and remained there until 
his retirement, October 5, 1887. - . 

Major Morris was attacked with rheumatism while in active service as first 
lieutenant, and suffered from it during the remainder of his life. His physi- 
cians attributed to it the disease from which he died, September 26, 1892. 

From the time of his retirement, October 5, 1887, to the time of his death, 
September 26, 1892, Major Morris was continuously ill and under very heavy 
expense on account of illness, and he was unable to do anything for the 
aid of his family. 

On account of the original disease Serine shows itself while Major Morris 
was a first lieutenant, his widow has only nm allowed the pension of a first 
viz, $17 a month, although he held the rank of captain and brevet 

or a time of his death, and devoted twenty-five years of his life 
to faithful, arduous, and meritorious service to his country. 

Major Morris was a member of the military order of the Loyal Legion of 
the United States, and after his death that organization Tae, him a high 
tribute at a meeting held in New York City December 15, 
the following is extracted: 

“On January 12, ee was appointed aid-de-camp on the staff of his father 
at Fort McHenry, the headquarters of General Morris, then commanding the 
separate defenses of Baltimore. He was promoted first lieutenant Novem- 
‘ a 22, i 4 received his full captaincy in the regular line of promotion 

anua a 

w After the Peninsular battles General Hancock recommended Captain Mor- 
ris for mar which was confirmed by Co! ess, but the commission was not 
issued untilafter hisengagement in the Nez Percéscampaign. He alsoserved 
in the M: doc cam with ———— bravery. After a long wed of 
service on the frontier in Oregon and Alaska, he was compelled from ill health 
cont in the field to be piaced.on the retired list October 5, 1887, at the 

of 48. At the close of the civil war General Hancock recommended Major 
orris for a brevet lieutenant-colonelcy, but the War Department had 
ones giving brevet rank for war services before action was taken. 

‘“Major Morris came of mili stock. Hisancestor, Lewis Morris, of Mor- 
risania, a er of the Declaration of Independence, commanded the West- 
chester Militia in 1776 in the war of the Revolution. His grandfather, William 
Walton Morris, served during the Revolution on the staff of Gen. Anthony 
Wayne. and was afterwards in the Co of Artillerists. His father, above 
referred to, Bvt. Maj. Gen. William Walton Morris, a graduate of West Point 
in 1819, was a distinguished officer of the lar Army, who served in the 
Seminole war in Florida in 1836, throughout the Mexican war, under General 
Scott, and later in the civil war. Major Morris's brothers were both in tne 
service, one in the Sag one one in the Navy, during the late war, and all 
his associations were military from his birth. ; eo he was an ideal 
soldier, being over 6 feet in height and of comman ma Presence, and while 
a great stickler for discipline on duty, he was in private life as genial and 
simple as a child. modesty was proverbial, and, as a brother officer wrote 
of him, ‘Truth with him was axiomatic. and ru virtue an unvarying 
rule.’ Years of suffering and a co usness of the hopelessness of ultimate 
recovery had prepared his mind for the end, and with no hesitation, no vain 
misgivings, no regrets, he has been ushered into the fathomless, unknown 
world, yropured by honesty of purpose to meet the reward of a gentleman 

er. 


and sol 
“ By virtue of his Revoluti descent Major Morris was a member of the 
New York branch of the Order of the Cincinnati. He was also a member of 
the Grand Army of = +. rman Lafayette Post, 140, and the Military Service 
ew York.’ 


Institution of 
Major Morris especially distinguished himself in the si of Yorktown, 
a” ril 12 to May 4, 1882, and the battles of Fairoaks, Va Ma 3l and June 
, 1862; Beach Orchard and Savage Station, Va., June 1, 1862; Glendale and 


f 

1 

White Oak Same. Virginia, June 30, 1862; Antietam, Md., September 16 and 
17, 1862; Charlestown, Va., October 16, 1862, and Fredericksburg, Va., Dece 


‘m- 
ber 11 to 15, 1862. He also ticipated in the battles of Williamsburg, Mal 
vern Hill, and Second Bull Run. ” —_ 


During the song the report, 
Mr. TALBERT. r. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that 
the further reading of the report be dispensed with. This seems 
to be a meritorious bill, and one that ought to be 
Mr. ERDMAN. No; I object to that. 


from which 


There is some very in- 


teresting matter later on that I think we ought to have. 
aoe erk resumed and concluded the reading of the report as 
above. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I desired to have this lengthy 
report read and spread upon the records of this House for the 
reason that we have discovered, apparently, a new cause of pen- 
sion. This will be ye when "pe have passed this bill. It 
is contained in the third paragraph on the second page of the 
report, and reads as follows: 

Captain Morris's service on the Pacific Coast he was one of the 
the odicers receiving thelr incathiy pop fram toe Goveenment ie eienbeaee 
when everything at that-time was on a gold basis throughout California, 


It seems that we have now attacked the financial question in 
our pension legislation, and a distinct new class of pensioners is 
~ ded for. Here we are granting a pension because of the 

epreciation of the currency. 

t is possible that we are thus preparing the way when the 16 
to 1 comes to be in a position to pension all of the people that 
suffer from that cause. 

Mr. PICKLER. My colleague [Mr. MILEs] in preparing this 
er simply followed the Senate report. 

hope, however, that some new cause of pensions will be dis- 
covered to satisfy the gentleman from Pennsylvania and induce 
him to vote for some of these bills. 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JANE CHRISTIAN MARYE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5902) granting a pension to Jane Christian Marge. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and ho is nereiy. 
authorized and directed to ae the name of Jane Christian Marge, only 
child and heir of W. S. Jett, iate asoldier of the Revolution as war, on the pen- 
sion roll as a dependent daughter, to be paid a pension at the rate of $W per 
month; also that the said Jane Christian Marge shall, in consequence of the 
passage of this act, be entitled to have and receive back pay and allowances, 
subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 

The Committee on Pensions recommend the adoption of the 
following amendment: 

Change the spelling of claimant’s surname to ‘ Marye,” and 
strike out the words ‘and heir,” in line 5; strike out the word 
‘“*thirty,”in line 7, and substitute therefor the word “ twelve;” 
strike out all after the word “‘ month,” in line 8. Also amend the 
title of the bill. : 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


IRA HARRIS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
519) granting a pension to Ira Harris. 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee take 
up Senate bill No. 2711, to be found on page 64 of the Calendar, it 
being the same as the House bill, and put it upon its passage. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Ira Harris, a 


lieutenant-commander of the Navy, and pay him a pensivn at the rate of $30 
per month-on and after the passage of this act. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report in that case read. 

The report (by Mr. THomas) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2711) 

ting a pension of $30 per month to Ira Harris, late lieutenant-commander, 

nited States Navy, respectfully report that on March 16, 1896, it reported 

House bill 519 for same beneficiary, at $30 per month, couched in substantially 
thé same language as Senate bill 2711. 

Your committee therefore favorably report this bill (S. 2711), with the 
recommendation that same be substituted for House bill 519 when same is 
reached, and passed. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor- 
able recommendation. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman—— 

. The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the House bill of the 
same title will lie on the table. Is there objection? 

Mr. ERDMAN. I desire to know what the status of this bill is. 
There was a substitution in the Senate of their bill for ours and 
in the House there is a substitution of our bill for theirs. 

The CHAIRMAN. As the Chair understands it, the committee 
has substituted the Senate bill, and the Chair was submitting to 
the House the question whether. or no the House bill should lie 
upon the table. If there is no objection, that order will be made. 

There was no objection. 


FREDERICK A. DRISCOL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4655) granting a pension to Frederick A. Driscol. 

The bill was read. as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby. 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Frederick A. Driscol., of 
Denver, Colo., late se nt Company E, Twelfth Regiment Rhode Island 
Volunteer Infantry, and Company I, Ninth Regiment Rhode Island Volun- 


teer suteatey, Sow © pension at the rate of $12 a month from and after the 


passage of act. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying aside this bill 
with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 

The report (by Mr. ANDREWS) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
4655) granting a pension to Frederick A. Driscol, having considered the same, 


respectfully report: 
Frederick A. Driscol enlisted May 26, 1862. and was honorably discharged 
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September 2, 1862; reenlisted September 18, 1862, and honorably discharged 
teraber 18, 1863, on surgeon's certificate of disability. me 

m November 4, 1891, and also on January 25, 1895, he applied for pension 
under act of June 27, 1890. 

The examination made by the pension board of surgeons of Denver, Colo., 
on March 16, 1892, gives a total rating of twelve-eighteenths, and the exami- 
nation made by the Denver board on ber 25, 1895, gives a total disability 
rating of twenty-eighteenths, but both applications were rejected as not rata- 
bly disabled under act of June 27, 1890 

Claimant alleges that his disease of eye was incurred at Fredericksburg, 
Va., and that he suffered with aphonia, chronic inflammation of respiratory 
organs, cough and ulceration of throat, rheumatism, and heart diseas2 con- 
tracted in service, and with kidney disease and affection of ears contracted 
since service, but at this late date is unable to satisfactorily establish his claim 
of service origin; and that he is totally unfitted for manual labor, and is wholly 
dependent upon his own labor for the support of himself and family. 

e has a hospital record of “aphonia”’’ February 9 to 27, 1863, when he was 
furloughed from Mount Pleasant ital, Washington,D.C. Hewas“ absent 
sick’ April 30, 1863, and applied for fifteen days’ extension of furlough. 

Dr. C.C. Brace filed May 29, 1894, that claimant's case was one of hypertro- 
phy of heart, chronic bronchitis, defective vision of one eye, and chronic 

haryngitis. Disabilities permanent, and thinks him incapable of perform- 
Ing manual labor. 

r. A. K. Worthington testified, same date: ‘ 

‘He has converging strabismus of left eye, counts fingers at 1 foot, right 
eye normal; there is minute crepitation of lower lobe of right lung, axillary 
line, and in posterior parts; the heart apex is at sixth intercostal space, sys- 
tolic impulse oe in hota: ulse rate 100 standing; the heart is 
hypertrophied and he has chronic bronchitis; he hasalso chronic pharyngitis, 
not due to vicious habits. Disabilities permanent in character, rendering 
claimant unable to earn a support by manual labor.” : 

Dr. Chase, an eye specialist, testifies to strabismus of left eye, by which he 
can count fingers at 2 feet when held little to one side. : 

Dr. W. F. McClelland, a respectable citizen, certifies he has known Frederick 
A. Driscol for twenty-five or twenty-six years, and in his opinion his disabili- 
ties are the result of army service. He is blind in left eye and wees with 
rheumatism. Thinks, as a professional man, having practiced medicine for 
over forty years, that he is entitled op. : 

Frank Church, president police board, Denver, Colo., certifies he has known 
claimant over a quarter of a century and believes him entitled to pension. 
He is blind in one eye and crippled with rheumatism. 

D. C. Packard certifies he has been a neighbor for twelve years, and knows 
he is unfit to perform manual labor. 

dohn F. r, W. W. Richey, and W. A. McGrew, all prominent and rep- 
utable citizens of Denver, Colo., certify that Driscol is blind in one eye and is 
a ek from chronic rheumatism and piles, and believe he should be 
pensioned. 


aw of the facts presented, your committee recommend the passage of 
the bill. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall this bill be laid aside 
with a favorable recommendation? 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend by striking 
out of line 6 the words “‘ of Denver, Colo.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PICKLER. And in line 10 I move to amend by striking 
out all after the word ‘‘ month.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 10, strike out, after the word “month,” the words “from and after 
the passage of this act.” 
to 


The amendment was agre 


greed to. i 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


LAURETTA 8. PRINCE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
2620) to place the name of Lauretta 8S. Prince on the pension roll. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc,, That the Gosia the Interior be, and he hereby is, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, at $20 r month, the 
name of Lauretta 8. Prince, daughter of Henry Prince, late a private in 
Company D, One hundred and forty-third Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendment: 


In line 5, before the word “ daughter,” insert the word “ dependent.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 
The report (by Mr. Kerr) was , as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
2620) to place the name of Lauretta S. Prince on the pension roll, submit the 





nates reper: 

This bill is to give a pension to Lauretta S. Prince, asthe dent daugh- 
ter of Henry Prince, late a private in Com y D, One hu and forty- 
third Regiment Ohio Volunteers. The father was granted a pension of $12 


per month, and drew the same until his death, which occurred in 1894. The 
widow was granted a pension. She died in 1895. 

_The ground upon which this bill rests is the dependent and helpless condi- 
tion of the daughter. She is an epileptic and wholly incapable of taking 
care of herself during the attacks of epilepsy and unfit for any labor or em- 
ployment by which to maintain herself. 

ese att are very frequent—as many as four, five, and more in a day. 

Her condition uires attendance anu. care from others, and it seems that 
she comes within the spirit of law relating to Spensante. She has no prop- 
= or income, and is a proper subject for legislation as the committee con- 
ceives. 

The committee therefore recommends the passage of the bill with the fol- 
lowing amendment. ; 

Tn line 5, before the word “‘daughter,”’ insert the word * dependent.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I move that the bill be amended 


by striking out the word “twenty” and inserting the word 
s . is is a daughter-—— 
e CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
In line 4 strike out the word “twenty ” and insert the word “ eight.” 


SSS ee ee 


Mr. ERDMAN. Itis in this bill to a 
more than the father, Fg pags received, - on 
the mother, who was the widow of a soldier, received. Now, at 
this late day, it is proposed that the daughter shall have as much 
as both of them ‘oe together. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. She comes from Ohio, though. 

Mr. ERDMAN. For the reason stated, I move the amendmen’ 

Mr. TAYLER. Mr. Chairman, I hope that the amendment 
proposed will not prevail, for the reason that the beneficiary of 
this bill is,as stated in the report, a helpless epileptic. In the 
very nature of things the infirmity growing out of that is increas- 
ing, and in the nature of things, also,she can not very long be a 
burden upon a generous country. I hope that this poor woman, 
who has no one to help her, be pensioned at the full rate 
allowed by the bill. 

Mr. PI ER. If the gentleman will allow me, I will suggest 
that there is no precedent for $8 a month. All dependent daugh- 
ters $12 a month if they are pensioned at all. 

A MEMBER. Or twenty. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thequestion ison the amendment striking 
out ‘‘twenty” and inserting “ eight.” 

The amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment pro- 
posed 7, the committee. ; 

Mr. TAYLER. There is an error in the middle initial of this 
beneficiary’s name in the bill. I move an amendment, in the 
7 of the bill and also in the title, that the name read ‘ Loretta 

. nce.” 

Mr. PICKLER. Since the gentleman is amending the title, I 
will suggest that it be amended by striking out the words ‘‘ to 
place the name of Loretta S. Prince on the on roll” and insert 
the ae Korey a pension to Loretta L. Prince.” 

The C AN. t motion is not in order now. The 
Sv is on agreeing to the amendment proposed by the com- 
mittee. 

The amendment —— by the committee was agreed to. 

The CHA . The question now is u the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. TAYLER], which the 
Clerk will report. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

In the body of the bill and also in the title insert in lieu of the words “ Lo- 
retta 8. Prince” the words “ Loretta L. Prince.” 

Mr. PICKLER. Now I move to strike out the words “to place 
the name of Loretta 8. Prince on the pension roll” and insert the 
words ne a pension to Loretta L. Prince.” 

The MAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the words “to place the name of Loretta S. Prince on the pen- 
sion roll” and insert the words “ granting a pension to Loretta L. Prince.” 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. TaYLER as amended was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


ELIZA A. FOSS. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


3499) ting a pension to Eliza A. Foss. 

The was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby. 
authorized and directed to place Lag i meme | Eg Sao provisions 
TH witon ot tants e. Bamn kate coool at emg a en ee 
Hamp x, Asduicy Valasiecated gar tar h aekiee at a he 
mon 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 

The report (by Mr. SuLLOWAY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensi: to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
out) granting ® yeaa to Eliza A. Poss, having carefully considered the 
facts mm the case, respectfully re 2 

Henry T. Foss enlisted August 16, 1864, in Company C, First New Hamp- 
shire Heavy Artillery, and was honorably disc June 15, 1865. He was 
married to the claimant anys 1856, and died A: 27, 1874. 

The named bill filed alleging the 

the . the claim was 

approved for admission. The medical referee, however, failed to find the 
“sequence,” and therefore rejected the same. 


The ostensible cause of the soldier's death was cancer. The hegetal 
records show that he was treated‘ for malarial , disease of liver, 
and jaundice while in the service, and three comrades to same 
effect. Several persons who knew the soldier ten totwenty years the 
war testify as to his unusually robust ce nstitution and soundness, and 
continuance is fully es from d a : 


to death. 

The medical evidence shows that on account of the man’s diseased condi 
tion he fell an easy prey to the 
effect that the same was caused 
would soon have ensued from his 

The ee years of , has no or income a pension 
of $8, which receives under the act of June 27, 1890, is wholly unable to 
earn a support, and in every way a worthy woman. 

The effect of the bill is to increase her ae $4 per month, and your com- 
mittee recommend its passage with the following amendment: 
In line 6 strike out the words “of . 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 
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The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
recommendati 


able ion. 


JOSEPH PORTER. 


i per ang aaa | a ea a cect 
granting a pension to Joseph Porter. 

Mr. HAGER. Mr. Chairman, @ the first session of this 
Quer ‘ in favor of Mr. Porter and was 

by the President. _ I therefore ask that that bill lie on the k 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Iowa moves that this 
bill be to the House with the recommendation that it do 
lie on the table. 


The motion was agreed to. 
ADAM DENNIS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4744) to increase the pension or Adam Dennis. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the of the Interior be, and he hereby is, 
authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll, eee 
sions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Adam 
Choice, Bedford County, Pa., late a soldier in Comgeay G, Seventy-ninth Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and he receive a pension of 
per month in lieu of that which he now receives. 

Mr. HARDY. Let us have the report read in that case. 

The report (by Mr. Erp AN) is as follows: 

the bill (H. R. 

The Committee on Invalid 1 Pensions, to whom es oe 


Adam a een the Ist ne D. a. eee 
omnes Seventy- ne Pennsylvania Volun . 
the xf 


of October. at the eet ae rr. 
wound in his left groin, and at the r 
, 1863, received a severe wound in his left leg, about 5 or 6 above the 
ee. effect of these wounds his leg was ampu and he now 


The amputation was ma‘e in a hurried and 
bone is lt inches shorter 
suflicient flaps to cover them, and for many 


disease tu lungs. 
SE aS nt that 
e Department recognized as-an exceptional case and proper 
vince of this committee for 
The applicant, a man of intelligence, makes the following sworn statement: 


“Statement of injuries of Adam Dennis, Company G, Seventy-ninth Pennsyl- 
man vania Volunteers. 


“My injuries are as follows: Gunshot wound in left groin, stiffening and 
weakening the hip joint; left off 5inches below the ; fibula bone 1; 
inches shorter than the tibia, Ss Sea a to cover 
bones, making it impossible to use an artificial most of the time without 

ng and my life. Whole left side partially affected by those 
contracted in the Army, which now affects 
tubes and lungs. Heart also affected; can't from what cause. 
“AD DENNSS, 
“Company G, Seventy-Ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
“Ree COUNTY, 88: 


sufferi endange: 


authorized 
Holman, widow of William T. Holman, 





Seer Department, United States Army, for the rtation 
and stores on the Mississippi River, in July, 1864. The t was 

and sunk about 100 miles above Vicksburg, July 21, 1864, and Samuel 
J. oman drowned 


aioe soctner was, at the time of his death, dependent upon him for support. 


a widow now, nearly 90 rs of age, without an rty except 
a Wie estate in an ota house in © ‘Acton. Ii, soold and jor tat rece 
it has not had a tenant. She is dependent upon a feeble unmarried 
, who supports herself and mother by sewing. 
above facts appear from letters of the Auditor of the Treasury for the 
War Department and the meral, United States 


Quartermaster-Ge rmy; @ 
letter from the deceased, shortly before his death, informing his aamaaie of 
the express of money to them; the evidence on file in the office 
of the r of Pensions, and by the statements of the sister of the 
deceased, given to the snbcommittee. 

The Commissioner of _ ly rejected claimant's claim for pen- 
sion as dependent mother under the law on the ground that there was “no 
title, claimant 


*sson not having been in the military or naval service of the 
United States.” 


Your committee believe that under the circumstances the deceased lost 
his life in the service of his country. Transports, whether chartered or 
im were under military orders. They went, and were obliged to go, 
into the enemy's country. Theclaimant is needy; she was dependent on this 
son for support; he lost his life while at important work in the interest of 
his Government in time of war; she justly is entitled to the bounty of the 
Government during the brief period of her remaining life. 

Your committee therefore recommend that the bill do pass with an amend- 
ment, by adding to the end of the bill‘ at $12 per month,” and also by inserting 
before the word ‘‘ mother,” in sixth line, the word “dependent.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ments Pea by the committee. 

Mr. MAN. Mr. Chairman, would the gentleman who made 
this report answer this: Are steersmen on board of transport 
steamers included in the general bill which the House passed? 

Mr. WOOD. Ido not know. I think not. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!” 
“Vote!”] 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommen 


ELIZA J. HOLMAN, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6878) for the relief of Eliza J. Holman. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc.. That the Secretary of the Interior be. and he hereby is, 
and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Eliza J. 
; eceased, late a private in Capt. 
Charles Pettigrew’s Company, commanded by Cols. Laban C. Horrell and 
Albert Forohr, Indian war. and pay her'a pension at the rate of $12 per month. 
The amendment recommended by the committee was read, as 
follows: 
In line 8, strike out the word “ twelve” and insert the word “eight;” so as 
to read “ at the rate of $8 per month.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 
. J.J. DAVIS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was tbe bill (H. R. 
2742) to ta pension to J. J. Davis. 

The ae read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll the name of J. J. Davis, 
late a private in Roberts y. Jack Hays’s Regiment, in the war 


‘s 
the United States and Mexico, and to allow the said J. J. Davis a 
pension rated at $12 a month. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was read, as 
follows: 


~ aati - aici oe line 7, strike out the a Se and insert the word “‘eight;” so as 
oomee a peace in and for ore- read, “a pension rated a mo os 
sand . Dennis, who, ae according to law,doth | The amendment was agreed to 
that the above statement is and correct. . i ‘ F 
“Sworn subscribed this 20th day of Jan A. D. 1896. The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
Cece etiiiinil teceainaias tone imams te — 
our ore, case, recommen 

that the pension of Adam Dennis be increased from $30 per month, which he : a am eee ne : 
now ves, to the sum of $0 per month, which your committee believeshe | The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 905) 
is justly entitled to, and therefore recommend that the bill do pass. See ean te ees W- Keeffe. 

During the reading of the report, : The was read, as follows: 

Mr. HARDY. I ask that the Clerk d the further reading Be it enacted, eic., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
of the I think the man ought to have at least $30 pension. — we to place _ sta pension soll suliect - Ge provisions 

ordered ; ; 5 2 oO pension laws, name o ‘ >, wi oO 
The was to be laid aside with a favorable recom Joseph Keeffe, late captain, Fourth Infantr "United & tes 9 ah fhe uate 
° of $30 per month, in lieu of the pension she is now receiving. 


LYDIA CHAPMAN. 
The next ene ae the bill (H. R. 
4608) granting a pension ydi pman. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
etn. ee Saas, at be ene 
and limitations of the ay the mame of Sodas Cheon eomnet 
Samuel J. late an employee in the 


is, 


Department, 
= SRE to pay tare Sapna panies Seem ane ater 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the rt read. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was as follows: 
sa eon Seal: Pensions, ts strana ses vetreved dee 08:0. M. 
enh t Siaice dentin akenr net tae He was steersman 
on board the transport steamer B. M. Runyon, which was impressed by the 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 
The report (by Mr. ANDREWS) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 905) 
gase msion to Mary W. Keeffe, having examined the same, adopt as 

own Senate report, and recommend the passage of the bill. 

{Senate Report No. 139, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. ] 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 905) granting 

a — to Mary W. Keeffe, have examined the same, and report: 

claimant is the widow of Joseph Keeffe, late a captain in the United 
States Army, who died in Boise City, Idaho, December 4, 1891, where his 
widow now resides. According to the record of the soldier’s military career, 
as furnished by the War Department. he enlisted as a private December 5, 
1858, and served as such until October 30, 1862. He was  —— brevet 
second lientenant, Second Artillery, October 22, 1862; second lieutenant, Fifth 
Artillery, October 22, 1862; first lieutenant, Fifth Asien. July 23, 1866; 
transferred to Fourth Infantry, May 22, 1875; captain, Fourth Infantry, Feb- 
ruary 4, 1882; brevet first lieutenant, November 29,1863, “for gallant and 





ed 


So coTE aE | 
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meritorious services during the defense of Fort Sanders, Tenn., and captain, 

September 23, 1864, for gallant and meritorious services in the battle of Fish- 

= Hill, Virginia.”’ He participated actively in nineteen battles during the 
te war. 

Since the close of the war of the rebellion Captain Keeffe served in the vari- 
ous departments of the Acme ant in different parts of the United States until 
his death at the time above indicated, being in actual service a years. 
At the time of his death he was without property, exce his household 
goods, his pay being only sufficient to meet living e s. Heleft a widow 
with six children, the two oldest ha died since the death of their father, 
and as they contributed largely to the support of their mother and her 
smaller children, their death has left them in needy circumstances, and the 
claimant's only income now is a pension of $20 per month, and $2 per month 
for one of the younger children, which falls far short of being sufficient for a 
comfortable support and the maintenance of those dependent upon her. 

The long, active, efficient, and uninterrupted service of the soldier should, 
in the opinion of your committee, be taken into consideration, which, to- 
gether with the narrow circumstances of his widow and the dependent 
members of her family, entitle her to the relief provided in this bill, and 
therefore its passage is recommended. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I move that instead of the 
word ‘‘ thirty” there be inserted the word ‘‘ twenty-five.” She 
will then receive $5 more than the widow of every other captain 
in the service. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In line8 strike out the word “ thirty ” and insert the word “ twenty-five.” 


Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out ‘‘twenty-five” 
and insert ‘“‘twenty.” I see no reason why there should this 
change from the grade to which it belongs. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kansas to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out “‘ twenty-five’ and insert “twenty;” so as to read “at the rate 
of $20 per month.” 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the 
entleman from Kansas to the amendment of the gentleman from 
ennsylvania. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 


The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 


EMILY ELLIOTT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5855) granting a pension to Emily Elliot. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is penal. 
authorized and directed to place the name of Emily Elliot, the aa y 
helpless dauzhter of Joseph Elliot, late quarter gunner, United States Navy, 
in the Floriaa war; late private Company E, First Regiment Volunteers, in 
the Mexican war, aud late private Seay B, md Regiment Maryland 
Tnfantry Volunteers, in the war of the rebellion, at the rate of $12 per month, 
subject to the limitations and provisions of the pension laws. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. PICKLER. Oh, no; you do not want the report on that. 
The report (by Mr. MCCLELLAN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6855) granting a pension to Emily Elliott, permanently helpless daughter of 
Joseph Elliott, late quarter gunner, United States Navy, in the Florida war; 
private Company E, First nee Voltigeurs, in the Mexican war, and late 
private Company B, Second Maryland Cavalry ‘Volunteers, in the war of the 
rebellion, having carefully examined and considered the facts presented, 
respect only report as follows: 

Joseph Elliott served in the Florida expedition during the years 1841 and 
1842, baving been taken upon the rolls of tne United States receiving ship 
Pennsylvania August 1, 1842, as quarter gunner, with $98.24 due from Pay- 
master McLaughlin, of the Florida expedition. and his account was made up 
to August 22, 1842, when he was paid off and discharged. 

He was enlisted as Joseph Elliott April 10, 1847; at Baltimore, Md., for the 
war with Mexico, and was assigned to Comaeey E, Voltigeurs, and was dis- 
charged at Fort McHenry, Md., August 31, 1848, by expiration of service, a 
private. 

He was also enrolled June 30, 1863, at Baltimore, Md., as a private in Com- 
pany B, Second Maryland a Volunteers, to serve six months, and was 
mustered out with his company January 26, 1864. 

Joseph I. Elliott and Lavenia McCulloh were married in 1845, and two chil- 
dren were the fruits of such marriage, to wit, Harriet and Emily, the latter, 
the beneficiary of this bill, born January 8, 1848. Her mother died in 1858, and 
her father, the soldier, in 1868. 

Emily Elliott had a fall when a baby, which dislocated her hip, and she has 
been a deformed and permanently helpless cripple ever since childhood, and 
has no means of support. p 

Dr. Israel Jones, in an affidavit dated February 12, 1896, testifies that he is 
medical superintendent of the Home of Incurables, New York City, N: Y., 
and has known Emily Elliott for more than nineteen years, and that she is 
suffering from hip-joint disease and spinal disease, and is incurable; also, 
that she was received in the Home for Incurables June 20, 1870, suffering from 
anchylosis of hip joint and hip-joint disease; that her body being, and now 
is, in such shape that when she walks she walks on her feet and hands. She 
is still with us, and her disability is permanent. 

Maranda Knight testifies that she is a sepaiiee of Joseph I. Elliott, and 
that heand Lavenia Elliott had but two children, Harriet, since intermarried 
with Charles Parsloe, and Emily Elliott, now at the Home for Incurables; = 
Lavenia Elliott died in Baltimore City before the war of the rebellion, an 
that Joseph I. Elliott died at the Soldiers’ Home in Baltimore City, August 
1868, and that Emily Elliott was cared for Harriet Hayward until p 
in said Home for Incurables, after death of her father. 

Emily Elliott filed a claim for pension (No. 624102) under the act of June 27, 
1890, which was rejected on the und that the claimant was over 16 years 
of age at date of claim and at date of the soldier's death. 


From the facts presented your committee believe the claim is meritorious, 
fa amended 


and recommend that the bill be striking out all after the enact- 
ing clause and inserting in lieu thereof the Bs 
wernt She Cocxvingy 36 Interior be, and he is , authorized and 
directed to place on pension roll, salgecs to S20 revenene ana Reations 
of the pension la the name of y o Eermeneaty helpless 
es ge of Joseph Elliott, late quarter , United States Navy, in the 
oO war 


N 
: vate Company First Regiment V in 


Cavalry, in the war of the rebe a oad her han $i2 “ th.” 
’ a mon 
Also amend title by substitu the wart “Elliott” for the waa" Elliot” 
therein, and as so amended that the bill do pass. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 


The bill as amended was ord to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 


ANNA N. KENDALL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
5895) granting a pension to Anna N. Kendall. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place u m the pension roll, subject to the stat- 
utes and limitations of the pension the nameof Anna N. K ; 


of Joshua Kendall. late of Company D, Nineteenth Massachusetts Volunteers. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. PooLE) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 


5895) granting a pension to Anna N. Kendall, having carefully examined the 
evidence relating thereto, report: 

The benefi of this bill was married in August, 1849, to George W. Dow. 
Two days later Dow left her, ha stated j before they were married 
that he would go and look for a p for them to live and earn a living. 
Nothing has been heard of him since, so far as can be learned, except that 
claimant's brother, Robert Gillespie, heard e he testifies) that Dow was 
dead. Eight years later, the claimant having heard indirectly that Dow was 
dead, and as the presumption of death after seven years’ a’ revailed 
in Massac all, who 


husetts, where she lived, she was married to Joshua K: 
une 30, 1865, nearly four years, 


enlisted August 10, 1861, and served until J 
when he was honorably disc 

He returned home and lived with claimant as her husband until he died, in 
Sion chats faneceaniaiom wees ennai oi: then Miieiadehsat Weeiabiaiiaaliitetaindet 

erc or was rejec e Bureau e on the 

that she was not shown to be the legal widow of the soldier, as it was not 
shown that her first husband, Dow, was dead prior to her marriage to the 
soldier. The widow swears that she heard in 1850, from persons who claimed 
to have been with Dow, that he had died; she did not marry until seven years 
after she heard that he was dead. Her brother swears that he heard of 
Dow’s death in 1850. He has never been heard from since. She lived with 
the soldier (to whom she was married) from 1857 until he died in 1871, and the 
legality of the seems never to have been called in question until it 
was done by the Pension Office forty-four years after the pearance of 
Dow and twenty-two years after the death of the soldier. 

Your committee are of opinion that the rejection of the claim in the Pen- 
sion Bureau was error, and they recommend that the bill do pass. 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend by striking 
out the word ‘‘ statutes,” in line 5, and inserting “‘ provisions.” 
The amendment was to 


The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported. 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JOHN L. BRITTON. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1276) 
granting an increase of pension to John L. Britton. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it pe etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, aphiect tothe provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of John L. Britton, late of Com- 


ny A, Second ent New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of 
per month, in lieu of that he is now receiving. 
The report (by Mr. SuLLOWAY) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Bong ogg > bed whom was referred the bill s 
granting an increase of pension to John L. Britton, having carefu 


ered the facts in the case. adopt the accom ying Senate re CNo. 128) as 
ac cpu ef mee : 


their own, and respectfully recommend the passage 


{Senate Report No. 128, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. ] 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the ae 1276) grant- 
ing » peaaen to John L. Britton, have examined rt: 


imant enlisted pages 7, 1861, in fee A, Second ent New 
Hampshire Volunteer antry, and until May ae be: 
charged for disability. He reenlisted December 15, 1863, in 

teent Infan‘ 


on surgeon’s certificate of bility May 27, 1865. 


was pensioned for 
rheumatism from May 23, 1862, at p= month, which nein ae eee 
from time to time to $8, $12, and $16, which latter rate he is now dra’ Se 
On June 26, 1894, he made application for increase, all totai 

from rheumatism. 


He was examined by several of whom 
found total disability, but his claim was rejected on the d that the disa- 
Dey eae gare Sue te a eeeea eee the claimant’s 

ment, 18 


ears. : : 
Soldier's condition is unquestioned. His rheumatism, for which he 

pensioned, steadily increased, until now he can scarcely hobble 

with the aid of twocanes. His hip is drawn out of shape, and many of the 


other joints of the body are deformed by rheuma‘ 
Your committee is of opinion that the for is reasonable and 
j recommendation 


increase asked 
j , and therefore report the bill back favorably, with a 
hat it pass. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Chairman, I know this 
old veteran, and his condition is now worse than it was when that 
report was made. He now requires the attendance of 
some one all the time, and m only ous on to this bill chore 
the rate of pension iow anak. this were not a Senate bill, 
should move to increase the rate. 
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The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, the bill will be laid 
aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recommenda- 
ti 


on. 

Mr. HICKS. Mr.Chairman, this bill is undoubtedly a very 
meritorious measure, and I dislike to delay the disposition of it 
by the committee, but I hold in my hand a communication from 
a number of veterans of the State of Pennsylvania, the ee 
and contents of which will be i , Lam sure, not only to 
the men who wore the Union blue, but also to the men who wore 
the gray, and I send it to the desk to be read in my time. 

The communication was read, as follows: 

PHILADELPHIA, PA., December 9, 1896. 

Whereas the le of Cuba have been making a heroic effort in the 
cause of liberty and independence against the debasing and despotic rule of 


5 3 
after years of stru there has been shown an entire incompe- 
tence, even the most ‘barous effort, on the part of Spain to sup- 
press the spirit of om that animates the Cuban le; an: 
Whereas the fair Island of Cuba is being desolated and the interests of com- 
merce and trade with the United States and its citizens are suffering loss 


Ssived by Geo, Gr Meade 
Resolved by Geo. G, Mi Post, No. 1, of Philadelphia, Grand Army o 
the Republic, That the pathy of every soldier who wore the “ blue” 
enli in the cause of uban people in their struggle to throw off the 


yoke of tyrauny and oppression; and 

Resolved, 'That these preambles and resolutions be conveyed to our Sena- 
tors and Representatives in Congress, asking their support of such wise and 
lawful measures in the Congress of the United States as will bring about the 


chisement of the Cuban race. 
BENJAMIN BROOKE, Commander. 


Attest: 
J. FLETCHER CONRAD, Adjutant. 

Adopted November 30, 1896. 

Mr. HICKS. Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire merely to add that 
I believe the sentiments expressed in that communication are the 
sentiments of every true lover of his country. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 


BLUFORD REEDER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2231) for the relief of Bluford Reeder. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the Interior be, and is hereby 
authorized nnd directed to place upon nsion roll the name of Bluford 
Reeder, subject to the limitations and panuiiona of the pension laws of the 
United States for pensioning the survivors of the war with Mexico. 

An amendment recommended by the committee, adding after 
‘*Mexico” the words “and pay him a pension rated at $8 per 
month,” was adopted. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


ALEXANDER M’BRIDE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6282) to increase the pension of Alexander McBride. 

‘The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized 
and directed to place upon the pension roll of the United States the name of 
Alexander McBride, iate a private in Company I, Third United States Infan- 
try, Mexican war, and alsoa private in Company F, Sixteenth Indiana Infan- 
try Volunteers in the war of the rebellion, at the rate of $72 a month, in lieu 
of the pension he is now receiving, subject to the limitations of the general 
pension laws. 

An amendment recommended. by the committee striking out 
“seventy-two” and inserting ‘‘ thirty” before the word “dollars” 
was adopted. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MARY T. YOUNG. 


The next pene on the pe ya en was the bill (H.R. 
6900) increasing the pension of Mary T. Young. 

The bill was read, as follows: . 

Be it enacted, etc., That the pension of $12 per month nted to M: a. 
Young, widow of James ton Young, late private in Capt. J.R. Swift's 
company, Pennsylvania Militia, in the war of isi, be, and is hereby, increased 
to per month. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 


CHARLOTTE O. VAN CLEVE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2425) to _— a pension to Charlotte O. Van Cleve, widow of Gen. 
Horatio P. Van Cleve. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be,and is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provi- 
sions and limitations of the general pension laws, the name of Mrs. Charlotte 
0. Van Cleve. widow of the late Brig. and Bvt. Maj. Gen. Horatio P. Van 
Cleve, at the rate of $100 per month. 

_Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report in that case. 

The report (by Mr. THomas) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
5425) to @ pension to Charlotte O. Van Cleve, have carefully considered 


the ev ting thereto, and as follows: 
Horatio P. Van Cleve, the husband of this claimant, entered the Military 


Academy at West Point July 1, 1827, and was continuously in the service 
until ber 11 when he resigned. He was mustered in as colonel 
of d Minnesota Volunteer Infantry September 13, 1861, and served con- 
tinuously until August 24, —_ honorably mustered out as brigadier- 

. Hewas wounded at Stone River December 31, 1862,and was granted 
eave of absence on account of wounds January 9, 1863. He was brevetted 
major-general of volunteers to date from March 13, 1865, for “ gallant and 
meritorious service during the war.”. He was commissioned second lieuten- 
antof ey under act of Congress pyres June 11, 1890, and was placed 
on the ret list July 1, 1890, and died 24. 1891. 

The evidence presented to this committee shows that the widow, who is 
now about 77 years of age, has no income except a pension of $8 per month. 
She has no pe except her homestead, which affords her a home merely, 
but, aside m that, is of no benefit to her, as it is not salable, and cos 
about, if not quite, as much for taxes, repairs, etc., as the rent is worth. 

In view of the long and valuable services of the soldier and the and 
es need of the widow your committee recommend that the bill pass 
with an amendment, striking out the words “one hundred,” in line 8, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the word “ fifty.” 

Appended are reports from the rec of the War Department, giving the 
full military history of General Van Cleve. 


WarR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, March 19, 1896. 
Statement of the military service of the late Horatio P. Van Cleve, of the 
United States Army, compiled from the records of this office. 


He was a cadet at the United States ney Asodemy July 1, 1827, to Jul 
1, 1831, when he was graduated and appointed brevet second lieutenant Fift 

aoe 1, 1881; second lieutenant, December 31, 1834; resigned Septem- 
ber ll, 1 In volunteer service July 22, 1861, to August 24, 1885.) 


SERVICE. 


He joined his regiment October 2, 1831, and served with it at Fort Howard, 
is., to November 30, 1831, and at Fort Winnebago, Wis,, until he resigned, 
September 11, 1836. 
nder the authority of the act of Congress apereres June 11, 1890, he was 
commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry July 1, 1890, and placed on the 
retired list of the Army as second lieutenant same date. 


He died April 24, 1891, at Minneapolis, Minn. 
W. P. HALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Case of Horatio P. Van Cleve, late brevet major-general, United States Volun- 
teers. 


The official records show that Horatic P. Van Cleve was mustered into serv- 
ice as colonel with the field and staff of the Second Minnesota Infantry Volun- 
teers September 13, 1861, toserve three years, with remark “ appointed colonel 
> 861." He ap to have been present with his regiment until April 
22, 1862, when he vacated his commission as colonel Second Minnesota Infantry 
Volunteers by his acceptance on that date of a commission of brigadier- 
general of volunteers. 

He is reported as in command of the Fourteenth Brigade, Fifth Division, 
Army of the Ohio, from April to October 16, 1862; in command of the Fifth 
Division (left wing), Fourteenth Army Corps, November to December, 1862; 
and on December 31, 1862, in command of the Third Division (left wing), 
Fourteenth Army Corps. 

He was wounded at the battle of Stone River (Murfreesboro, Tenn. ), Decem- 
ber 31, 1862, and was granted leave of absence on account of wounds January 
9, 1863. He is reported as in command of the Third Division, Twenty-first 
fray Corps, from March 13 to October 1, 1863; the United States forces at 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., from November 2%, 1863, to July, 1865, and the First Bri- 

e of the District of Middle Tennessee from July to August 19, 1865, when 

e was relieved from duty. He was honorably mustered out of service in 
orders from this Department dated August 24, 1865. 

Under the provisions of the act of Congress approved June 3, 1884, and the 
acts amendatory thereof, he is considered by this Department as commis- 
sioned to the grade of colonel Second Minnesota Volunteers, to take effect 
from September 11, 1861. 

He was brevetted major-general United States Volunteers, to date from 
March 13, 1865, for Hem and meritorious service during the war.” 

t s 


ully sub 
F. C. AINSWORTH, 
Colonel, United States Army, Chief Record and Pension Office. 


RECORD AND PENSION OFFICE, 
War Department, March 17, 1896. 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I move to substitute for the 
bill just read Senate bill 1883, which is upon the Calendar at page 
62. That bill has passed the Senate, and it grants the same pen- 
sion that is proposed to be granted by the House bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The substitution would require unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. PICKLER. I ask unanimous consent. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the Senate bill. 

The bill (S. 1883) was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations.of the general pension laws, the name of Mrs. Charlotte O. 
Van Cleve, widow of the late Brig. and Bvt. Maj.Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve, 
at the rate of $50 per month. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor- 
able recommendation. 

The House bill (H. R. 5425) was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do lie on the table. 


JOHN W. POGUE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
4875) granting a pension to John W. Pogue. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is peel, 
authorized and .jirected.to place on the pension roll the name of John W. 
Pogue, late a private in Company E, Tenth Regiment Illinois Volunteer In- 
fantry, at the rate of $24 per month. 
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The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Ponte, te whom was referred the bill (H.R. 

4875) granting a =. to John W. Pogue, late 

Tilinois Infantry Vclun 

ered the facts and circumstances 
Soldier served from August 30, 


y report as follows 
to A 31, 1864, when mustered out 
and honorably ‘ re being ble shown in his 
sek, Sey to have been “ absent sick,” but nature of sickness 
not sta 


He filed claim for pension June 28, 1880,and his claim was allowed from Sep- 
tember 1, 1864, at $2 per month for “ —_ and disease of eyes;’ the = 
sion was discontinued November 8, 1881, Pension Bureau claiming that 
his disability had ceased. 

He filed claim for restoration, which was rejected March 15, 18%, on the 

ound of no ratable disability from “neur and disease of eyes” since 

te of ing from roll. e filed claim act of June 27, 1890, on De- 
cember 17, . which was rejected March 15, 1895, on the ground of no ratable 
disability under said act. 2 

John Manrbury, a comrade, testifies that claimant was sound at enlist- 
ment; com: of pain in his head at Fosterville, and again at Chattanooga, 
Tenn., in 1863, and also in February, 1864. When he next saw him, in 1875, he 
was complaining of pain in his head and wore glasses. 

Peter Peterson testifies to prior soundness, and that he wore spectacles in 
1875, and was seriously aff: with neuralgia of head, disease of eyes and 
heart and stomach, which he claimed were contracted in service. He has 
constantly grown worse and worse since 1875, during which affiant has seen 
him a as far back as six years ago was unable to work or do 
any manual labor on farm. ee 

vi W. Armstrong testifies he was corporal, Company E, Tenth Illinois 
Volunteers, and knew claimant during the war; that he was sound and in 
perfect health at enlistment. Never knew of his having trouble with eyes 
until winter of 1863, at Chattanooga, Tenn. He was then sick with neuralgia, 
and suffered with pain in head and eyes. Have often seen him during last 
twelve years, and know that he is compelled to wear glasses on account of 
his eyes being affected by neuralgia. 

Dr. John Hiett testifies, January 13, 1896, that he has treated John W. Pogue 
for last three years for a neuralgia affecting the head and eyes, also the 
+ gg and heart, and that he is physically unable to perform any manual 

or. 

Capt. B. E. A. Simons, late First United States Colored Artillery (Heavy), 
testifies that claimant has been an invalid for last seven or eight years, suffer- 
ing from disease of eyes, neuralgia, and heart disease, and at different times 
in last five years been ill for weeks at a time, and have not considered him 
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¥. Se lvania . Captain company. 
First sien ,and Company G, First Pennsy Cavalry, 
and pay him a ion of per month.” 

Your commi 


further recommend that the title of the bill should be 
amended so as to read: “A bill granting a pension to John W. Bruner.” 
The amendments reported by the committee were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 


the House. 
ELISHA B. BASSETT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
3503) to correct the military record of Elisha B. Bassett. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the President of the United States be, and Oe 
authorized to revoke, disapprove, and set aside so much of General 
No. headquarters of the Cumberland, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
dated ber 25. A. D. TH by command of Mad. Gen. George H. Thomne, 
neral in ¢ as confirms so much of Special Field No. 171 
Fe of the Cumberland, Murfreesboro, —_, dated 
Plisha .o captain of Company B, ich Voluntee: 
. . r 
Infantry, from the service for cowardice 
while engaged with the enemy at the affair 
and cause to be issued and delivered to the widow of said 
certificate of honorable muster out of the service 
A. D.1863. And the widow and heirs of the said B. Bassett 
entitled by virtue of this act to any pay or allowance subsequent to said 23d 
day of Juhe, A.D. 1863. 


The report (by Mr. Fznron) was read, as follows: 
the bill (H.R. 








The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
85083) to correct the military record of Elisha B. Bassett, have had the same 
under consideration, and beg leave to report as follows: 
The said Elisha B. Bassett, now deceased, in the year 1863, captain of 
Company B, Nineteenth Regiment Michigan Volunteer Infantry. In the 
early of March of that year Captain Bassett was in command com- 
— uring the march of his regiment from | 
he 5th of that ee enemy were encountered 


able to perform manual labor to — t extent, and from acquaintance 
for last ine ay Pig believe him entitled to pension. i 
Dr. Francis M. Hiett testified, January 27,1896, that he has practiced medi- 
cine for thirty years, and been the family physician of John W. Pogue for 
twenty years, during which time has seen every week, and for 
last four years almost daily. He has suffered with new of the head and 
defective vision, and at times with chronic diarrhea and chronic rheumatism 


of the muscles of the back and shoulders. For the past four years he has | tion, Tenn.,and engagement that f Bassett turned 
suffered with disease of the heart. About one year ago he was confined to | OVer the ——- The eT a the first a C Hubbard, and 
his house for about two months with heart disease. He isnot ableto perform © rear. colone of regiment, coe hie 
“From the facts preseuted, your commistee believe the claim meritorious, | honorable the bi was carried 
rom the facts presented, your leve meritorious, 
and recommend that the bill do pass. effect. Pat Ge hee =o 
The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 


unjustly rests upon it. , 

In su t of the bill there were laid eee ie ate the affidavits 
regimental oe and afterwards assistant ad. of’ 
Anderson, first lieutenant of and afterwards major and 


onel 
of the regiment; Shaffer, first y A,and afterwards colonel 
and -general, and Privates Bellinger, Beverly, and Ely, of Captain 


Bassett’s company. 

The facts aie egret saps = mene eg ag geen fey - 

sonal and eesional knowledge, are, in substance, that in the fall of free, 

months prior to the — at Thompsons Station, Captain Bassett was 
was 


JOHN W. BRUNER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
7240) roe a pension to John W. Bruner, late of ene. F, 
Second Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Company G, First 
Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, and the United States Signal 


Corps. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and hereby 
authorized and directed to pay John W. Bruner, late of F, 
Regiment Pennsyivania Volunteers, and Se G, First t Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, and of the United States Signal Corps, a pension at the 
rate of $24 per month from and after the passage of this act. 


P — amendments reported by the committee were read, as | jowing spring he aan considerable time in the hospital, lea’ it only a 
ollows: 


Sow degen Cee ee re ere = 
In line 4, strike out allafter the word “to” and insert the following: “ place Station. aoe ——- a of his = ae. on 
upon the pension roll the name of John W. Bruner, late a vate in Com- meeting the enemy Com Fs 
pany F, d Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, Caan EE ins’s com- a movement, uphili being ordered nt a bile- 


Compan Peick he Soundl ipuoait 206 weak t0 laad bis pom, and 
'.y, First Pennsylvania Cavalry, and C , First Pe vaniaCav- | @ 
airy, and pay him a pension of ae mnsy: es 


per month. 
Amend title of the bill so as to read: “‘A bill granting a pension toJohn W. 


7 3 al sta’ 

aiiwipest Gey Sir: am ad, as follo Se ig tee 

re’ r. REWS) was read, as follows: are prove 
2 tt y . . ) soldierly qualities of Bassett, more especially eo Rie contines in 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. | the engagement near Thom where he remained in command of 
7240) granting a pension to John W. »etc., having carefully considered | pis company as as he was able, and himseif a brave man. The 
the facts in the case, respectfully report: evidence upon \Sevall ckeghomn nan Geetiaeaee tee 
The soldier 1 ed to the call for three-months volunteers and enlisted regiment had a toward amounting to 
ae ea ie P, en ae ate infantry. He reenlisted | , he took no pains to which found 
u . , in the First Pennsylvania Cavalry for three years, and again re- | voice wardice against Captain 
enlisted as a veteran volunteer Fobraary 28, 1864, in Company G, First Penn- —— s — anne ot a ted 

tvania Cavalry. The soldier was honorably mustered out and disch . 


agus 16, 1865. 

October 28, 1890, he filed an application under the act of June 27, 1890, alleg- 
ing chronic diarrhea and rheumatism. July 15, 1891, the examining board 
reports him eight-eighteenths for chronic diarrhea and four-eighteenths for 
sla oe eas was rejected February 13, 1804, on the ground of no rata- 


July 3, 1801 he again filed application under said act, alleging sciatica, rheu- 
— and chronic diarrhea. September 12, 1804, the e i board 
reports: 

“Has chronic musculo-articular rheumatism of legs. * * * Applicant 
has general senile degeneration to a degree which incapacitates him from 
active manual labor.” 


oa claim, however, was also rejected on the ground of no ratable dis- 
a ty. 


May 13, 1895, the soldier again applied under said act, alleging chronic diar- 
rhea, intermittent fever, and sciatic rheumatism. June 12, 1895, the examin- 
rd rates him six-eighteenths for sciatica, two-eightee 'ths for diarrhea, 
and three-eighteenths for heart trouble; but the claim was also rejected on 
the ground of “no ratable disability * * * from causes alleged.” 

Under a liberal interpretation of the law it is very clear that this claimant 
should have drawn a pension from the date of his first declaration, to say 


pe bp ore Syn py mp Be ge 
observation of the affants, and their character and opportunities are such as 
to absolutely compel belief. 
tu ee Susmas wun somnered tose rice ane 
<r iat ik wee dishonotably dinttineed the earvice of ths United States ty 
command of Major-General hosecrans, on the comphetatend: 
of Col. H.C. Gilbert, June 23, 1863. 

It should be remembered that Captain Bassett was dismissed without trial, 
~~ which injustice he earnestly 

is therefore considered an act of merest justice that the cloud of dis- 

honor which darkened Ca: Bassett's life followed him to his grave 
— now be lifted from 


memory. 
e committee therefore approve the bill and heartily recommend its 


passage. ; 
The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 
MARION M’KIBBEN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 684) 
ing an increase of pension to Marion McKibben. 











eee Saree x3 
it enacted , That the Secretary of the Interior and he heneby, 
ied Sirccted to of Marion M 


we srined increase the pension 
of David B. McKibben, late colonel of the One hundred and fifty ime 
Two hundred and fourteenth Regiments, Pennsylvania Infantry, 
vet ecnerel United States Army, to $50 per month, and pay her 


ue 


a 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The Clerk read ee follows: 
The Comentates as 


same, and after rated tod $0 ber vepresemtative, direct & favorable 


following report was made by Senator PALMER: 


tho carly batsien of the war. great and 


of the bill. 
= appended is the military record of vet Brigadier-General Me- 
Mr. ERDMAN. The Clerk has not read the whole of thereport. 
He has not read the military record of this soldier. 
Mr. CROWTHER. I move to amend the bill by striking out 


= and aes 
. Lhave not waived 7 demand for the seeing 
of in anv I desire that the military record of this sol- 
dier shall appear in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


no of the report. The Chair will notice that the report con. 
cludes with the statement ‘‘the follo report was made by 
Senator Paumer.” Then, after the of Senator PALMER, 
there comes some kind of a statement of the military service o 
this soldier. men ethe ry agen pees walnplone ove —seelae 7 age 
point of order that it is not in order to it. The reading of 
the has been finished. If the appended matter embraced 


anything but the statement of the military — +e mi 


t - 

some reason re Sone 
from Penn pe =< calls for the Seaknas of of this long mil mili- 
tary record up time. And it is his own t, 
too. I make the seabeckbaebttents ieee te this 
statement appen to the report. 

Mr. ERDMAN rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair is inclined to think that the mili- 


ogy spears anne mates y the committee a part of their report, 
if any gentleman desires to have it read in his time—— 

Mr. PICKLER. The Chair will notice thatitis not made a part 
of the report; it is sim mf “goin This is notin the form in 


which rts are us 
The C MAN. yi dbeaes the-cutiom, as he Sete nie 

formed, to read the entire military record = a oo the repo: 
erk will Sines 


- has been sc orth by the committee. 


Tien Cleat vend an Gellowe: 


Statement of the military service of David B. McKibben, of the United States 
Army, compiled from the records of the Adjutant-General’s Office. 
War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, December 12, 1890. 
He served asa cadet at the United States Military Academy from Jul 1, 
pes, te Becsaer SBS. He was on sick leave to some 4 eb 


opens’ Oe he served in the Army in the war with 
Berio. and present at the United States Military Academy to October 
isis when his Fosignation as cadet was accopted. 
mS mted second lieutenant Niath ory Meow $, tes: first 


Heutenant 1861; appointed 4, 
1861; he was eS in as colonel ape beer erseetam |" 
Xpaat i Yt mtered tas cetnet mustered out of volunteer 

Volunbocrs April 8 iis and honorably sta undred and f 


tember 21. th ber 1867; unas- 
“eet ees heb g ane 
a 
battle of < Se pone. Ve; of lout August 1, 1864. for gallant 
services at Bethesda = See. To: mene ane 
Se wa “ torank from penierch ie 
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; ald-de-camp to General 
Corps. September 25 to Novem- 
2. to May, 1864; command- 


com un 

the ae of the Shenandoah, to July, 1865; in Washington. 

March, 1866, and on special duty to Ee. 30, 1866; on leave to A 

1866; on recruitin aera and commanding post of Davids Island, } 

to September 2, on leave to March, 1860; awaiting orders to ‘May: 

1869; reconstractign duty, etc., a Virginia to February, 1870; on 
1871; permission to delay, — on leave 

of absence to March 20 1871; with regiment in Indian Territor 


to August 1, 
1871; on and surgeon's certificate of see January 5. 
1872; with regiment in Te to Deeember li, 1 on leave to 
February 8, 1873; with re ent in Texas to November 28, 1878; on sick 
leave and surgeon's certificate of 5 eee to July 10, 1874; on dut ae 
Fort Tex., to tember 26, 1874; on sick leave to May 3. 31, 


when retired from active service, having m found inca 

active service on account of “hronic rheumatism and es ralyeis of of the - i 
, contracted while in the line of duty. Died at h 

November 8, 1890. 


J. C. KELTON, Adjutant-Genera!. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee 
e | iatd ox this bill to the House with the recommendation that it be 
laid on the table. 

I make the motion for the reason that this widow is drawing all 
that she is entitled to under the general law, and this is a bill 
inc the pension of this class of claimants. In view of the 
fact that she is drawing as much as she is entitled to under the 
general law, if the bill be laid on the table it will simply set 
the matter aside and allow her to continue to draw the pension 
she is now receiving. 

I move, therefore, that it be laid aside with the recommendation 
that it lie on the table. 

a panens was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 19, 
noes 51. 

So the motion was rejected. 

Mr. TRACEY. Now, Mr. Chairman, I move that this bill be 
amended by striking out “fifty” where it occurs in the bill and 
inserting ‘ ‘forty; ” so that it will read ‘‘$40 per month.” 

The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr. 
McCLELLAN) there were—ayes 38, noes 35. 

Mr. ERDMAN. No penne. 

The CHAIRMAN. int of order having been made that 
no quorum is present, the hair will count the committee. 

e Chair announced, on counting the committee, that there 
were 112 members present—more than a quorum. 

So the amendment was to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


THOMAS J, THORP. 


The —_ business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
3945) a to Thomas J. Thorp, late private Com- 
pany Volunteer Cavalry. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

it mased, etc. Reentry y 
authorised an disected. eS place on enka eat een te eas y 
Thorp, late a private Com ird ment Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, 


at rate of per mont. von ‘pension 80 granted to be in lieu of any pen- 


that may have been heretofore allowed and paid to the said Thomas J. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report in that case read. 
Thesreport (by Mr. Kerr) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 


3045) ting a pension to Thomas J. rp. late private Company K, Third 
Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, submit the followi report: 
en committee has given careful conside to this bill and recommend 


ts passage with an amendment striking out of the title the following: * Late 
; * The soldier Company K, Third Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 
soldier is now on the rollat $16 per south for ‘gunshot wound 
and resulting right testicle and naso- yoarveae catarrh 
oP 1868 the — ssight began to fail, and this disability continued increas 
tif in te until he Seenmee aan his left eye in 1875. In 1877 he became 
ht eye. a = —_ rated on for cataract by skilled phy- 
ease, ten no relief. He is now totally blind in 
Sasso can only ‘tietneniee light from darkness with his right eye. 
pematns )-< Be peactiont use 6 to him. 
for chronic diarrhea, resulting piles, and pro- 
aes ees ara rectum, bu ts these claims were denied by the Pension Office. 
uestion as to whether his blindness was of service origin the 


80 aren ap appeal from the Pension Office to the Secretary of the In- 
terior, and in affirming the Commissioner's decision the Secretary remarks 
in part as follows: 


‘Although the impairment of his health from causes connected with the 
service may have had some agency in producing the condi:ions from which 
the cataract opens. it could not be proved that they were mainly due to 
such condition 


This decision seems to at upon the theory that, no matter how potential 
the army disability may have been in producing the particular or resulting 


- 
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disability, unless it mainly produced it the claim should be rejected. It in 
effect requires the establishment of the controlling fact beyond any doubt; at 
any cane tt excludes the doctrine of probabilities. In the tracing of resulting 
disabilit‘es or diseases it is simply impossible, in the great majority of cases, 
to do more than reach the probable cause. In fact, thereis nothing more diffi- 
cult than the investigation into causes of diseases in the class of cases which 
predominate in the Pension Office. 

The probabilities all point to this loss of vision being the result of soldier's 
army service. He was severely wounded, being shot in the pelvic region, 
causing a fracture of the pelvic bone. For six years his wound continued 
open, discharging pus and fragments of bone. As a consequence, he was 
greatly reduced in strength and vitality, and peculiarly open to resulting 
diseases. While he was in this condition his sight began to fail, and contin- 
ued to fail until practically total blindness supervened. : : 

It seems to the committee that the evidence shows, as certainly as it can 
be required to show in cases of this kind, that the soldier's blindness is due 
to army service. The passage of the bill, with the amendment proposed, is 
therefore recommended. 


During the reading of the report, 
Mr. TALBERT. I move to dispense with the further reading 


of the report, and let the bill be passed. I think that man ought 
to have his pension as quick as possible. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the motion could not be 


entertained. The gentleman from Pennsylvania has asked that 
it be read in his own time. 


Mr. TALBERT. I only wanted the man to get his money as 
soon as possible. 


The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the report as 
above. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
Mr. PICKLER. I move to further amend the bill by striking 
out all after the word ‘‘month,” in line 7, and all of lines 8 and 9, 


and inserting in lieu thereof the words ‘‘in lieu of the pension he 
is now receiving.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MRS. SARAH A. ASPOLD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
1505) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah A. Aspold. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to cause the name of Mrs. Sarah A. Aspold, of An- 
napolis, Md., widow of Edward Aspold, late acting second assistant engineer, 
United States Navy, and late first assistant engineer in the United States 
Revenue-Marine Service, deceased, to be placed upon the pension roll, sub- 
ject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, and pay her a pen- 
sion of per month, in lieu of the pension now received by her under cer- 
tificate No. 7530, under act of June 27, 1890. 


Mr. ERDMAN. [ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. MILEs) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
1505) granting a pension of $25 per month, in lieu of $8 now received, to Sarah 
A. Aspold, widow of Edward Aspold, late acting second assistant engineer, 
United States Navy, and first assistant engineer, United States Revenue- 
Marine Service, having carefully examined and considered all the facts pre- 
sented, respectfully report as follows: i : 

Edward Aspold was appointed an acting third assistant engineer in the 
United States Navy December 8, 1862, and served on board the Stepping 
Stones and Nansemond; promoted to second assistant engineer October 18, 
1864; detached from Nansemond August 9, 1865, and granted leave of absence 
prior to honorable discharge, and was honorably discharged from the service 
October 5, 1865, at the time ranking next after (with) masters. He accepted 
discharge in order to accept the appointment of first assistant engineer in 
the Revenue-Marine Service, to whichappointed September 20, 1865. He 
was assigned to duty on the Nansemond, stationed at Savannah, Ga. He was 
detached from the Nansemond April 19, 1869, and placed on waiting orders until 
October 1 following, when assigned to revenue steamer Moccasin, stationed 
at Newport, R. I. On June 17, 1870, he was granted leave of absence on ac- 
count of sickness, which sick leave was continued to April 12, 1872, on which 
date he was ordered to the Nansemond at Savannah, Ga. The disease from 
which he was suffering during this sick leave was tubercular consumption. 
He was transferred to the revenue steam launch Discover at Savannah, Ga., 
June 3, 1873. Under date of November 20, 1875, he was granted leave of ab- 
sence for thirty days. He died June 22, 1876, while yet in charge of the Dis- 
cover, after an illness of four weeks. 

The immediate cause of his death was hemorrhage of the lungs, and the 
proof is entirely satisfactory to the committee that this was the result of 
exposure in the service of the Government in the various grades of such serv- 
ice through which he passed. It will be observed that most of his service 
while in the United States Navy, as well as while in the Revenue-Marine 
Service, was performed upon the steamer Nansemond, and that he was con- 
tinuously in service from December, 1862, until his death. 

Claimant was married to Edward Aspold May 24, 1866. She applied for 
pension under act June 27, 1890, and is receiving $8 per month from date of 
application, July 28, 1890. She is now 48 years of age and has no other income 
than her pension. She owns a house valued at $3,000, which is mortgaged for 
$2,080, and maintains herself by keeping boarders. 

The only ground upon which a pension could be denied her is that there is 
no eral law now existing which extends to the widows of deceased officers 
in the Revenue-Marine Service, notwithstanding the fact that, in the judg- 
ment of your committee, as much reason exists for granting pensions in this 
service as in eur other branch of the military or naval service of the United 
States, especially when, as in this case, the identical service was performed 
in the Navy and in the Revenue-Marine Service. 

In view of the precedents which have been set by action of Congress in 
other like cases, the conclusion has been reached by your committee that it 
is but just and proper that an increase of ae be granted the beneficiary 
under the circu nces from $8 per month, the rate she is now receiving, to 
$15, the rate she would be entitled to if her husband had died in the regular 
naval service. The Senate passed a bill giving her $25 per month in the 
Fifty-first Congress. 

Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill with an 
amendment stri out the word “twenty-five,” in line 10, and inserting 
the word “ fifteen * in lieu thereof. ; 


a 


The amendment recommended by the committee was 


agreed to, 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


RICHARD 8S. PHILLIPS, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5670) to increase the pension of Richard S. Phillips. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, 

authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the ngme of Richard 8. 

Phillips, late corporal of Company K, Six ii or eee per month, in lieu of 
o 


the pension he is now second Regiment Volunteer Infantry, at the 
rate of receiving. 


Mr. PICKLER. There seems to be an error in the printing 
the bill. It should read ‘‘ Sixty-second Illinois Volunteers.” 
will offer the necessary amendments to correct the bill. 
Mr. ERDMAN. .-1 ask first for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
5670) to increase the pension of Richard 8. Phillips, submit the following 


report: 

Phis soldier enlisted as a corporal in Cone K, Sixty-second Illinois Vol- 
unteers, December 9, 1861, and was honorably Tinchareed March 6, 1866. He 
seems, according to the record, to have been present at every muster of his 
company during the long period of his service, and his record and discharge 
are alike honorable. < 

It seems in 1863 he had chronic diarrhea, and also had some difficulty in his 

ht side, which resulted in a running sore or abscess for about three months. 
en it healed he claims that pains and weakness in his back ensued, and 
have since continued. The scars of the abscess seem to have been apparent 
at his first medical examination, July 3, 1876. His claim under general law 
was rejected September 9, 1876, on ground of “no disability m cause 


ay 1891, he was pensioned under act of June 27, 1890, at 03 from J 
16, 1890, for rheumatism, disease of ve organs and heart. His m 
examination, February 11, 1891, rates at six-eighteenths for pains in 
and side and six-eighteenths for rheumatism. 

He has since been Roce wees and more naiplom, A. G. Pickett, late 
assistant surgeon, Fi ——. inois Volunteers, and who was a memnbee 


of 
I 


the medical board which last examined him on January 16, 1896, 
vit that he has been paral for about four years. He sa 
the constant attendance of another person, being perfectly 
affiant’s judgment Pens so.”’ - This evidence is fully corroborated by 
the affidavit of F. M. Beals, another physician of seventeen years’ 

It is somewhat significant, but not, in the opinion of the 


trolling fact, that claimant's ysis is of the right side, the same whereon 
the abscess was formed, on the healing of which the claim of weakness and 
pain of back is made by him. 


‘The soldier is shown to be absolutely without property, means, or income, 
except his pension of $12 per month. 

The committee, in view of all the above circumstances in this case, recom- 
mend the passage of the bill with an amendment inserting the word “ cor- 
poral” after the word “late,”’ in line 5. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
Mr. PICKLER. I move to strike out after the words ‘‘Com- 
pany K,” in line 5, all of the remainder of the bill and to insert 
in lieu thereof “‘ Fifty-second Illinois Infantry, and pay him a 
pension of $50 per month in lieu of the pension he is now receiv- 


ing.” 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 5, after the words “Company K,” strike out the words oat Tee 
dollars per month, in lieu of the pe he is now second ent 
Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of receiving,” and insert lieu thereof 
* Pifty-second Illinois Infantry, and pay him a pension of $50 per month in 
lieu of the pension he is now receiving.’ 

The amendment was to. 


agreed 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


MARY PELHAM. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4264) granting a pension to Mary Pelham. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, at the rate of $12 nad 


month, subject otherwise to the limitations and provisions of the 
laws, the name of Mary Pelham. 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the follow- 
ing amendment: 


Add after the word “ Pelham,” in line 6, the words ‘‘ dependent mother of 
Joseph Farrer, late a private in Company I, Seventh Kansas Cavalry.” 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment pro- 
posed by the committee. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the rt. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania demands 
the report. ; 

The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 
wane Committee on | Ravalhd Pela, 00 wise was referred the bill (H. R. 

Tescepetl fromm the Fecords Of the War Departmen t show that J 
Farrer, son of the beneficiary of this bill, se: as a private in Company 
Seventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, from October 29, 1861, to im Company’ 
1865, when he was honorably discharged. 

Mrs. Pelham's claim under the 


law was rejected in the Pension 
Office on the that, as she remarried since the death of the 
and prior to date of ‘ble 


her a: , there is no pensiona’ 
A certified transcript from the Laie cose’ of the father and mother 
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5 
| 
F 
z 


o., he re re until 


after 
died some 4 his fellow-teamsters 
him, and wrote the facts to his mother at the time, and on their arrival told 
married, and left no widow nor minor children. 
ham, the mother of the soldier, is we zooms of age; is poor and de- 
hile she is unable to show positively that the cause of death 
, itis shown that soldier was in poor health at dis- 
not recover his health, and died in about a year and a 
nee medical attendance, and no one who was with 


: 


an 
BESBS 
te 
a 


mended tha’ pass with an amendment, adding, after the word 
“Pelham,” in line 6, the words “dependent mother of Joseph Farrer, late a 
te in Company I, Seventh Kansas Cavalry.” 


The amendment eee by the committee was to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


JOHN T. BREWSTER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8884) for the relief of John T. Brewster. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the name of John T. Brewster, late a sergeant in 
Comeene K, One hundred and Sooty Sr aegeeent of Pennsylvania Volun- 
teer Infantry, be placed on the roll of United tes pensioners at the increase 
rate of $72 Py month, in lieu of the pension which he is now in receipt of, 
subject to provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the follow- 
ing amendment: 


oi moe 6 strike out “seventy-two” and insert in lieu thereof the word 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment pro- 
posed LA committee. 

Mr. DMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the report. 

The report (by Mr. ERpMAN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R- 
3884) granting an increase of pension to John T. Brewster, have had the mat. 
ter under consideration and rt: 

John T. Brewster was a member of the One hundred and forty-first Penn- 
aprenta Volunteers, and entered the service August Oe, he remained in 

service, taking an active part in the following battles: At the battle of 
ne. eudee the command of General Burnside, he fought for tw: 

days; at the battle of Chancellorsville, under the command of Gen 
Hooker, on Sunday, the third day of the fighting, he was shot in the right 
phigh a minie , which resulted in the b: of the h. After fall- 
ing battle he lay oo the field all that day and night; he was then 
removed toa barn, where he lay for seventeen days as a prisoner without 
any attention being given his wound; from lying 
tracted two one upor the left eo one upon his he was 
then paroled and brought to the hospital in Washington June 15, 1863, but on 
account of his having received no attention the physicians feared to ampu- 
tate it. was erred from the hospital in Washington in September, 
1863, to that in ree, Snewe he remained until June 10, 1865, when he 
was duly from the hospital, and in his discharge is contained these 
words: * for the Veteran Reserve Ly pt 

He was pensioned for ot wound of the right the h at $8 per 
month, the rate given at that time. The Pension au caused 
a number of examinations to be mad 

an 


: 


upon the log floor he con- 


Crook cian in active practice at 918 Fourteenth street 
NW.., do hereby certify that I have known John T. Brewster since the spring 
of 1887, and that I have been his physician since that time; that he is suffer- 
ing from a gunshot wound of the right thigh, from which injury the bone is 
necrosed © soft parts are slou g with a profuse e of pus. 

m and find each time that condi- 
revious examination. He is totally unfit for any 
kind of labor and is unable to care for himself, requiring always the aid of 
some one to and undress him; in fact, he requires the constant atten- 
tion of some other person. Iam not interested in the success or failure of 


in any way or manner. 
HARRISON CROOK, M. D. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 23d day of March, A. D. 1896. 

A. 8. TAYLOR, Notary Public. 
An examination of the papers on file in the Pension Bureau discloses no 
vicious habits or other reasons operating against the granting of an increase 
of pension. That his condition is serious is shown by the fact that the War 
paper pnenh eevee $50 every three eee for the virtual loss of a leg,and 
there is no bt if the wound was so situated that the Jeg could be ampu- 
tated the applicant would be better off. It therefore purely becomes a ques- 


tion as to what his present condition is as the result of the gunshot wound. 
In the Fifty-second Congress a bill to pension the app. icant at $50 ad 
month duly committee, and when called up fo he 


r in 
House failed to receive unanimous consent for its consideratio one did not 
become a law. The committee are of the opinion that his condition be- 
come more serious, and direct a favurable report to be made, recommending 
the pamese of the bill with an amendment striking out “seventy-two,” in 
line 6 of printed bill, and inserting in lieu thereof “fifty.” 

amendment is made because the affidavit of Dr. Crook does not clearly 
bring the case within the ——- of the general laws for disability requir- 
ing a constant attendant, but does show that he isentitled tothe rate hereby 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, in order to get this bill in form, 
I move to strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the 
words which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 

“That the Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to place upon the pension roll the name of John T. Brewster, late 
sergeant of Company K, One hundred and forty-first Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry, and ek him a pension of $50 per month in lieu of the pension he 

receiving.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


THOMAS POLLOCK. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 2176) 
granting a pension to Thomas Pollock. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Thomas Pollock, la i 
ordnance department, Benecia Arsenal, Cal., at the rate of $20 per month. 

The Committee on Pensions recommended the following amend- 
ment: 


Strike out all after the word “ California,” in line 7, and substitute there- 
for - words “at such rate as the degree of his alleged disability may entitle 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


HELEN LARNED. 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call attention to a 
bill which is in rather a peculiar situation, or has rather a peculiar 
history. A House bill to pension Helen Larned passed the House 
and Senate and went to the President at the last session; but too 
short a time before Congress adjourned to receive his approval. 
A Senate bill for the relief of the same woman passed the Senate, 
came to the House, went to the Invalid Pensions Committee, was 
reported back favorably, and is now upon the Calendar. The 
gentleman interested in this bill desires me to ask unanimous con- 
sent, in view of the peculiar history of the bill, that the Senate 
bill may be taken up now and considered by the committee. As 
the committee will understand, the bill had passed both Houses, 
but suffered a pocket veto. Ten days did not elapse after it went 
to the President before the adjournment of Congress. Now the 
bill has passed the Senate again, and we ask that it be considered 
in the committee. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK. I object to that. 

Mr. PICKLER. We ask that it be considered. 

The CHAIRMAN. What is the number of the bill? 

Mr. PICKLER. The number of the bill is 8. 1679, Calendar 
number, 1276. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Dakota asks 
unanimous consent that this bill be taken up for consideration. 
Is there objection? 

Mr. ERDMAN. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made. The Clerk will report 
the next bill. 


BENNETT S. SHAUD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
1018) to increase the pension of Bennett S. Shaud. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized 
and directed to piece upon the invalid pension roll of the United States the 
name of Bennett 8. Shaud, late a private of Company K, Fifteenth Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry, in Mexican war, at the rate of $50 per month, in lieu of the 

ion he is now receiving, subject to the limitations of the general pension 
ws. 

The Committee on Pensions recommended the following amend- 
ment: 

ga Ue 7, strike out the word “fifty” and insert in lieu thereof the word 
oe -” 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


WILLIAM M. DALZELL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1498) arg the Secretary of War to grant an honorable dis- 
charge to William M. Dalzell. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be directed to amend the 


of the War Department in the case of William M. Dalzell, late fifth 
corporal in Com y B, Second Regiment Iowa Infantry, so as to give him 
an honorable discharge dating to the end of the war. 


Mr. McCLELLAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman 
from New York that this is a long report, and can not be read 
before half past 10. 
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Mr. McCLELLAN. Then I ask unanimous consent to lay this 
bill aside without prejudice. The gentleman who made the report 
is not here to take care of it, and there has always been objection 
to the passage of these bills removing the charge of desertion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York asks unani- 
mous consent that this bill be laid aside, retaining its place on the 
Calendar, withoutprejudice. Isthereobjection? [After apause. | 
The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 


SAMUEL M’KINSEY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4620) granting a pension to Samuel McKinsey. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it. enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll, subject to the provi- 
sions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Samuel McKinsey, of 
Columbus, Kans., late private in Company B, Seventeenth Regiment of 
Indiana Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of a. said pension to be 
in lieu of pension now being received by sai cKinsey under certificate No. 
19196. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. _ 

The CHAIRMAN. It is impossible to read it within the time 
remaining. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I think we had better have it read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itisalong report. It can not be read be- 
tween this and the time of adjournment. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Chairman,I hope the gentleman 
will withdraw that request. This is a very meritorious case. 
can assure him the man needs constant attendance every hour of 
the day and night. ied 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be printed in the REcorp, and 
then stop. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks 
unanimous consent that the report be printed in the Recorp. Is 
there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

The report (by Mr. KirkPaTRICk) is as follows: 


[To accompany H. R. 4620.) 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
4620) entitled “A bill granting a pension to Samuel iy beg leave to 
submit the following report, and recommend that said bill do pass, with an 
amendment striking out the word “thirty,” in line 8, and inserting the word 
“seventy-two” in lieu thereof. : 

Maimant enlisted June 12,1861, and was honorably discharged June 21, 1864. 
2 received a gunshot wound of left arm at Mount Pleasant, Tenn., about 
& 1 


1, 1864. 

He applied for pension for gunshot wound of left arm June 7, 1869, and was 
granted a pension for said wound at $8 per month from June 21, 1864; in- 
creased to $10 from July 3, 1878, and to $14 from Tuly 10, 1889. Two claims for 
increase were rejected in 1891 and 1893, although the medical board rated him 
sixteen-eighteenths February 25, 1891, and eighteen-eighteenths December 2, 
1892. His claim, filed in June, 1890, alleged loss of use of arm from paralysis. 

On his applieation, the secretary of the board of examining surgeons at 
Columbus, Kans., was directed to examine him at his home, and he complied 
on February 26, 1896, and he reports the following, among other things: 

‘Gunshot wound of left arm. Ball entered about 2 inches above angie of 
flexion of elbow, anterior surface, ranged downward, and issomewhere lodged 
in elbow joint. Elbow joint is deformed, and rotary and flexion motion im- 
ited. Forearm can be extended about halfway between the extended arm 
and forearm at right angle with forearm, and can be flexed a little more than 
at _ angle with arm. It is impossible to tell exact pathological condition 
of elbow joint. Arm is weak, partially paralyzed. 

“This applicant is paralyzed on right half of body, and also on left side, 
except he has left a little motion in left arm. His tongue and vocal cords 
are paralyzed so he can not talk only in a drawling way that you can not 
understand, only occasionally a word. Has been confined to the house since 
December, 1894, and confined to his bed since June, 1895. He lies on his back 
constantly, and can not move himself any more than a dead man; is entirely 
helpless, and has to be fed like an infant. The right hand is flexed; tendons 
drawn and deformed; arm and forearm shrunken.” * * * 

“About a year before complete paralysis set in he would occasionally fall 
and lose all power in his right side and nearly soin left side. This would last 
one or two hours, and being helped up he would gradually get so he could 
walk. During these spells his mind wasin a semicomatose oninion. oe 6 
This applicant, in the autunm of 1894, was treated at Soldiers’ Home, Leaven- 
worth, Kans., for this disease, when it was not near so bad, but I have no 
knowledge of diagnosis or treatment. I can not find any tenderness or any- 
+ eee net over spine; pupilsa very little dilated. not find any cause 
for ysis. His habits have always been good. 

“He is, of course, totally disabled and needsan attendant. Of course, I can 
not connect his present condition with gunshot wound of left arm.” 

—— A. Morrison, M. D., testified March 3, 1896, in substance, that he has 
trea’ ciaimant at intervals for eight or nine years, and has seen the par- 
alysis, which at earliest acquaintance existed in hand and arm, gradually ex- 
tended to the entire arm and lower limb—the entire side and muscles involved 
im speech. He has great difficulty in making his wants known. The condi- 
tion makes it absolutely necessary that he have the constant care and attend- 
ance of a nurse; he can not be left unattended at any time. 

“T believe the condition to be permanent and a and traceable to 
the gunshot wound, * * * and that heis entitled toa first-grade pension.” 

Dr. J. H. Baxter ribes his disabilities as set forth substantially by the 
surgeon, and a large number of neighbors and Grand Army Repub- 
es petition for his relief. 

From all the facts presented your committee believe this old veteran should 
have immediate relief, and earnestly recommend the passage of the bill giv- 
ing him $72 per month. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, i move that the committee rise 
and report the bills to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


e 
lic com 


The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Payne having re- 
sumed the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. HEPBURN, Chairman 
of the Committee of the Whole, reported that that committee had 
had under consideration the bills 8S. 1631, 8. 2711, H. R. 4744, 8. 
1276, H. R. 2231, H. R. 6900, S. 1883, H. R. 4875, H. R. 8508 
had instructed him to report the same back to the House wi 
recommendation that they do . The committee had also 
under consideration the bills H. R. 1948, H. R. 3481, 
5902, H. R. 4655, H. R. 2620, H. R. 3499, H. R. 4608, 
H. R. 2742, S. 905, H. R. 5855, H. R. 5895, H. R. 6282, 
S. 684, H. R. 3945, H. R. 1505, H. R. 5670, H. R. 4264, 
S. 2176, H. R. 1018, and H. R. 4620, and had instructed him 
report the same back to the House with various amendments, an 
with the recommendation that as amended they do pass. 
committee had also considered the bills H. R. 519, 8. 1945, and 
H. R. 5425, and had instructed him to report the same back with 
a recommendation that they do lie on the table. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. , I ask unanimous consent tha 
Ghird realing aol Saal genage of wee bills, vith the vivilege 

ird reading, and final passage o wi i 
of fifteen minutes’ debate on either side. . 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have to object. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The hour of 10 o'clock and 30 
minutes having arrived, the House stands adjourned until Monday 
next at 12 o’clock noon. 


Ege 


Bors 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
nications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 


follows: 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, under 
instructions from the act making appropriations for the Navy for 
the year ending June 30, 1897, a statement of the claim b 
the builders of the U.S. armored cruiser Maine, the Qui 
Iron Works, N. F. Palmer, Jr., & Co., of New York City, for 


eae te the Committee on Claims, and ordered to 
printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
Mary E. Correll, executrix of Christian Correll, deveased, against 
The United States—to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
James H. Kennan against The United tes—to the Committee 
on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the cases of 
Richard M. Isler and Lowesky Bouvillian against The United 
States—to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
Henry Tolson, administrator of George W. Marriott, deceased, vs. 
The United States—to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
Ther fro the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmittin, 

etter from the Acting 7 rd 
acopy of a communication from the Attorney-General su 1 
an estimate of a of $100 to recompense C. B. McAfee, 
of Springfield, Mo., for services—to the Committee on Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, ae under 
instructions from the act ing ap ions for the a 
= ending a Ss of the claims o - 

illiam Cramp ns’ Ship Engine Building Company for 
extra compensation for the building of the warshi York, 
Columbia, Massachusetts, and Indiana—to the i on 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills were severally reported from 
committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to the several 
Calendars therein named, as f : 


the following titles, reported the same, accompanied by reports; 
eae LO oun oak aoe 
as wit: 

The bill (S.1725) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and 
Gulf Railway Company to construct and maintain a bridge across 
Red River at the city of Alexandria, La. (Report No. 2297.) 


The bill (S. 1723) to a ratify the construction of a 
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The bill (S.1724) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and 
Gulf Railway Company to construct and maintain a bridge across 
the Black River, in Louisiana. (Report No. 2299.) ss 

Mr. BRODERICK, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9469) to consti- 
tute a new division of the eastera judicial district of Texas, and 
to vide for the holding of terms of court at Beaumont, Tex., 

for the appointment of a clerk for said aan, See 
same without axpenduent, ensemuentet by a report (No, 2300) ; 
which said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. f ey 

Mr. MILLIKEN, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to which was referred sundry bills of the following 
titles, reported the same, accompanied by reports; which said bills 
and reports were referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, as follows, to wit: 

The bill (H. R. 2636) for enlarging the public building at Topeka, 
Kans. ane No. 2301.) : es 

The bill (H. R. 858) for the erection of a public building at the 
city of Jamestown, N. Y. (Report No. 2302.) 

The bill (H. R. 176) for a public building at the city of Altoona, 


Pa., and —— ing money therefor. (Report No. 2303.) 

The ill CEL. . 256) for the erection of a public building in the 
city of Elmira, N. Y. (Report No. 2304.) . 

he bill (H. R. 168) for the erection of a public building at 
Plymouth, Mass. (Report No. 2305.) * 

he bill (S. 154) to provide for the erection of a public building 
at Indianapolis, Ind. (Report No. 2306.) ; 

The bill (H. R. 1466) to ide for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a public building thereon at Oakland, in the State 
of California. ( rt No. 2307.) 

The bill (H. R. 24) to provide for the construction of a public 
building at Salem, (Report No. 2308.) 

The bill (H. R. 1975) to increase the limit of cost of the public 
building authorized by act of Congress approved February 16, 
1891, to be erected at St. Paul, Minn. a ay No. 2309.) 

The bill (H. R. 827) for the erection a public building at 
Tampa, Fla. gy No. 2310.) 

The bill (H. R. 63) to increase the appropriation for the pur- 
chase of site and the erection of a public building at Omaha, Nebr. 


(Report No. 2311.) 

The bill (H. R. 4793) for the of ground and the erec- 
tion of a = building at W barre, Pa. (Report No. 2312.) 

The bill (H. R. 50) to provide for the purchase of additional 
land in the square now occupied by the custom-house in the city 
of Baltimore, Md., and for the preparation of plans and specifica- 
tions for a new custom-house building. (Report No. 2313.) 

The bill (H. R. 1200) for the erection of a pubiic building at the 
city of East St. Louis, Il. (Report No. 2314.) 

e bill (H. R. 862) for the erection of a public building at the 
city of Elgin, Tl. (Report No. 2315.) 

The bill (H. R. 2719) to provide for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a public building thereon at Joliet, in the State of 
Dlinois. ( No. 2316.) 

The bill (H. R. 3283) to provide for a building for the use of the 
post-office, office of the superintendent of the Hot Springs Reser- 
vation, and other civil o in the city of Hot Springs, Ark. 
(Report No. 2317.) 

ean ee eee See 
building at Elizabeth City, N.C. (Report No. 2318.) 

The bill (H. R. 246) for the erection of a public building at Nor- 


wich, Conn. ag or No, 2319.) 
The bill (H. R. 20) for the erection of a public building at Fitch- 
Mass. No. 2320. 


district of N rt News, Va. (Report é 
The bill (H. R. 1670) for the erection of a public building at 
Laredo, Tex. (Report No. 2322.) 
Mr. HICKS, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9472) 


third Congress, reported the i 
panied by a report (No. 2323); which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 8 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutionsof the follow- 
titles were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

y Mr. CATRON: A bill (H. R. 9364 ) to better define and regu- 
late the rights of aliens to hold and own real estate in the Terri- 
tories—to the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9565) to extend and amend an 
act entitled ‘‘An act to grant the right of way to the Kansas, 
Oklahoma Central and Southwestern Railway Cumpany Suet 








the Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory, and for other pur- 
— approved December 21, 1893—to the mittee on Indian 

By Mr. HILL: A bill (H.R.9566) to provide for light-houses 
and other aids to navigation—to the Committee on Interstate and 


are mmerce. 

By Mr. ROBINSON of Pennsylvania: A bill (H. R. 9567) to pro- 
vide for organizing a naval reserve battalion in the District of 
Columbia—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. MEYER: A bill (H.R.9568) for the payment of the 
deficit due to certain producers of sugar under provisions of the 
act of March 2, 1895, for payment of eight-tenths of a cent per 
— bounty on production of sugar from August 28, 1894, to 

une 30, 1895—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. MADDOX: A bill (H.R. 9569) to create the northwest- 
ern division of the northern district of Gewrgia for judicial pur- 
poses, and to fix the time and place for holding court therein—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOATNER: A bill (H. R. 9570) to fix the compensation 
of the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and of Senators, 
Representatives, and Delegates—to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R.9571) authorizing the Galveston 
and Great Northern Railway Company to construct and operate 
a railway through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes— 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. CURTIS of New York: A bill (H. R. 9597) to facilitate 
the construction and maintenance of telegraphic communication 
between the United States, the Hawaiian Islands, Japan. and to 

romote commerce—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

ommerce. 

By Mr. LOUD: A resolution (House Res. No. 439) setting apart 
Tuesday and Wednesday, December 15 and 16, for consideration 
of House bill No. 4566—to the Committee on Rules. 





PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

B r. BELL of Colorado: A bill (H. R. 9572) for the relief of 
William i Morehead, of Lake City, Colo.—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 9573) for the relief of Annie 
E. Ruff, widow of Charles F. Ruff, late leutenant-colonel Third 
Cavalry, United States Army—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. BUCK: A bill (H. R. 9574) for the relief of Mrs. Belle 
Osborne, executrix of John Osborne—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. BULL: A bill (H.R. 9575) granting a pension to Elien 
Dowdell, of Warren, R. I.—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H.R.9576) granting a pen- 
sion to Mrs. Mary A. Clutter—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. DOCKERY: A bill (H. R. 9577) granting a pension to 
a>. Barnes—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9578) granting a pension to James 
H. Anderson—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HURLEY: A bill (H. R. 9579) authorizing the President 
to appoint Ira Harris a lieutenant. commander and to place him on 
the retired list of the Navy—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. KERR: A bill (H.R. 9580) to remove the charge of de- 
sertion from John Ryan—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9581) granting a pension to Amelia B. Ged- 
des—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

+ Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts: A bill (H. R. 9582) granting 
an honorable discharge to James Woods—to the Committee on 
Mili Affairs. 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 9583) for the relief of the 
Louise Home, in the city of Washington, D. C.—to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. MILLER of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9584) granting a pen- 
sion to Daniel B. ae eee master of transportation, etc.—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PATTERSON: A bill (H. R. 9585) for the relief of estate 
of Caroline Mulhaupt, deceased, late ef Shelby County, Tenn.— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9586) for the relief of Charles Levy, of Shelby 
County, Tenn.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9587) for the relief of William Stidham, of 
Fa County, Tenn.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

y Mr. RAY: A bill (H.R.9588) for the relief of Reuben H. 
Waters—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A bill (H.R. 9589) for the relief of C. 
—* of Rutherford County, Tenn.—to the Committee on War 

ms. 
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Also (by request), a bill (H. R. 9590) for the relief of the estate 
of Benjamin D. Ca: ter, deceased, late of Brightwood, D. O.—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SULZER: A bill (H. R. 9591) granting a pension to Kate 
Morris—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TERRY: A bill (H. R.9592) to amend an act entitled 
‘“‘An act granting a pension to Jesse McMillan,” received by the 
President May 27, 1896—to the Committee on Invalid en 

By Mr. TRACEY: A bill (H. R. 9598 A pal the relief of 
Wade, late captain and acting regimen artermaster 
first Ohio Volunteers—to the mmittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. R. 9594) grantin is nsion to 
Benjemin H. d—to the Committee on Invalid ons. 

By Mr. WANGER: A bill = R. 9595) granting ion to 
Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MEYER: A bill (H. R. 9596) to remove the disability 
of Charles H. Vogt—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following is and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BINGHAM: Resolutions of George G. Meade Post, No. 
1, Grand Army of the Republic, of Philadelphia, Pa., in behalf of 
the enfranchisement of the Cuban people—to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, 

Also, resolutions of the select and common couticils of the city 
of Philadelphia, Pa., regarding League Island N avy-Yard—to the 
Comunittee on Naval airs. 

By Mr. BULL: Petition of the pharmacists of Newport, R. L., 
in favor of the bill relative to the status and.increase of Ee of 

pharmacists in the Navy—to the Committee on Naval Affa 

By Mr. BURTON of Missouri: Petition of Solomon B. J. 
of Spurgeon, Newton County, Mo., for increase of pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of Lucas Avenue Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, St. Louis, M = he yee 800 members, for the pro- 
pees of State adigied gz laws—to the Committee on the 

udiciary. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Paper from Hon. John C. New, of 
Indianapolis, Ind., urging consideration of House bill No. $278, 
relating to the classification of clerks of first and second class 
offices—to the Committee on Rules. 

By Mr. KIEFER: Petition of Rev. J. A. Jenkins and many 
sonnbenn of the Pacific ae Church, of St. Paul, Minn. 
expressing a at the conduct of Turkish soldiery ‘toward 
ee residing in that country—to the Committee on Foreign 

airs 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON: Papers to accompany House bill No. 
9547, for the relief of W. J. Fletcher, of Georgia—to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Also, petition of = ae of Susan .Fickett, deceased, late of 
Fulton County, Ga., reference of her war claim to the 
Court of Claims mers wman Act—to the Committee on 
Wer Claims. 

By Mr. LOUDENSLAGER: Petition of citizens of Elizabeth, 
N.J., for the United States Government to take active measures 
to enforce its demands upon the Government of Turkey for repa- 
ration for the injuries inflicted upon American citizens and their 
property in that country—to the caialénee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MADDOX: Petition of the heirs of Joseph B, Austin, 
deceased, late of Paulding County, Ga., praying reference of his 
war claim to the Court of Claims under the Bowman Act—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MOZLEY: Petition of citizens of Ripley County, Mo., 
praying that Thomas E. Chapman, of said county, be placed upon 
the pension roll—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. OTEY: Petition of G. R. Henderson and 11 other me- 
chanical engineers of Roanoke, Va., and vicinity, urging the pas- 
sage of a bill for improving the Navy—to the Committee on Naval 

airs. 

By Mr. PAYNE: Resolutions of members of the Presbyterian 
church at Williamson, N. Y., in reference to outrages alleged to 
have been committed upon American citizens in Armenia—to the 
Cummittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. PITNEY: spetition of the manufacturers of ——— 
ironware, favoring the passage of House bill No. 6116, relating to 
convict-labor competition—-to the Committee on Labor. 

Also, petition of Charlton T. Lewis and others, committee of 
citizens of Morristown, N. J.; also petition of citizens of Eliza- 
beth, N. J., relative to troubles in Armenia—to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. RAY: Petition of Reuben H. Waters, late of Company 

Fifty y-second Pennsylvania Volunteers, together with affida- 
vits in his behalf, for his relief—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 


on Mr. Se Petition of W. W. Gah, Bedford 
Mitte os Olatine 
oe oe ae 


rt of 
Clas ander cto 
Also, papers relating to Oe te ee on 
Bedford C oanty, Tenn, fore tia 


By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: Resolutions of the Connect- 
icut Society of the Sons of the Revolution, the publica- 
| tion of the records and papers of the Congress—to 
the Committee on 


By Mr. STEPHENSO : Petition of residents of River, 
Del County, Mich., for the improvement of 
rivers, in the State of Michigan—to the on Rivers 


wD Me. TRACEWELL: Petition of Robert E. W: for 
Seen pension roll—to the Coramittee on Invalid 


‘By Mr. TYLER: Petition of ladies of the Monday Club, of Nor. 
folk; Va., p against Turkish atrocities in Armenia—to the 
Committee on Fo! 


SENATE. 
Monpbay, December 14, 1896, 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mrnzury, D. D. 
Henry M. a Senator from the State of Colorado, ap- 


in his seat 

On motion of Mr. and by unanimous the read- 
ing of the Journal of A, ond by vareninnown cen was dis- 
pensed with. 

INAUGURATION ARRANGEMENTS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT under the resolution of the 
Senate of the 10th instant, Mr. SaermMan, Mr. ELxrns, and Mr. 
MrTcHELL of Wisconsin as the committee to make the ‘necessary 
arrangements for the inauguration of the President-elect of 
United States on the 4th day of March next. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS, - 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate two commun. 


Presidout from the States of P Pennsylvania and 
were ordered to lie on the table. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The ee Ha deen 
, in response to a resolu- 
D. D. Gaillard, Corps 
"Alaska; which, with of 


ore 

tary of the Navy, transmi 

here ton > eee palding Company 
vernmen ne 

have been caused by the Governthent in the the construction of the New 

York, the Columbia, the Massach: 

with the accompan 

Naval Affairs, and 


. Palmer 
Sonal a “he cal 
chinery of the United States 
chinery of the at Ce eee} 
the accompanying pa I on Na 
Affairs, and ordered 
DISTRICT TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the 
mattis comes f the etna. 

a fe) 
phone service of the District of Columbia 

























Washington, praying that an appropriation be made to pay the 
Ne omy of the failed Freedman’s Savings Bank; which was 
Mr GEAR Gioiiientt teOr tional church 
L presented a erega: c 
of Danville, lowa, and a petition of 300 citizens of New London, 
Iowa, praying for the enactment of legislation to forbid the sale 
in all Government buildings; which were referred to 

on Education and Labor. 


+ nme ar ne nt ion of J. W. Quillen and 70 oi 
Wed decane poring orienta ess ict 
, pra or the passage of the so-c ingle 
— which ‘were referred to the Committee on ag 7 
. McMILLAN & petition e Brightwood Citi- 
zens’ Association of the District of Columbia, praying that an 
——— of $100,000 be made for the improvement of Rock 
Park; which was referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin presented a petition of the Cham- 


ber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wis., praying for the establish- 
ment of s department of commerce, the chief thereof to be a 


; . i L 
lowing , an ne det resolution, each an amendment; in ee Cabinet; which was referred to the 
which the concurrence of the Senate was requested: | He also presented s petition of the Upper Mississippi River 

Pilots” Association, praying for the construction of a pier or break- 

water near the village of im, Wis.; which was referred to the 
on Commerce. 

Mr. KYLE. I present a series of resolutions passed by the 

South Dakota Immigration Association on the 3d instant, in favor 




















1 of ra wee pending immigration bill. As the bill is now 
The announced that the House had passed the under i ion in the Senate, I move that the resolutions lie 

stowteg in which it requested the ne Sy EP 
: Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon presented a petition of the Chamber 
oben Lape Shou the Sudings of the Court af a of Astoria, reg» prayin om the early ee 

’ ss icaragua Canal; which was orde to lie on the table. 
be a = aval ae ro a Cook ei sae He also presented the petition of Clement Marciel, of Portland, 
in the Comte and for other purposes; and Oreg., a ae pte ag received 4 yp on or 
about August, , while engaged in the capacity 
weet R. 8413) cask entries of public of and coeant worker at the Government station on 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED Rock, Oregon; which was referred to the Committee on 
The meer also announced that the of the Househad| Mr. GALLINGER. I presenta series of resolutions adopted at 
dened Ue the 7 ref eoiceiees eee Thee tae It NH, im 
Vice-President: erence to ian question. The ciosing resolution I de- 
Ae ee  egpapesse lpatamamams si pm sire to put on record: 





That imternational and divine law would justify the great powers of 
in arene’ immediately to these atrocities, even though 
tate dismemberment and destruction of the Turkish 





it should 
Empire. 


The resolutions are signed by G. W. Buzzell, pastor of the 
Methodist church; C. D. Swett, pastor of the Baptist 
church, and F. P. Chapin, pastor of the Congregational church. 


sympathy with the sentiment expressed in these res- 
ees Tinos that they be referred to the Committee on For- 












: Relations. 
Congress, protective and other legis- _— motion was to. 
lation; was referred to the Committee on Finance,and| Mr. GALLIN es of resolutions adopted by 
ordered to be printed. the New Hampshire ical Society June 2, 1896, relative to a 
He also a of the Association of of | bill now on the Calendar, for the further prevention of cruelty to 
for the enactment of a w | animals, commonly known as the antivivisection bill. I move 
for the ; which was referred to that the resolutions lie on the table. 
tee on the District of The motion was agreed to. 
He aiso a of the Association of Ministers of} Mr. THURSTON ted a petition of the Congregational 
nes é Seen. church of Neligh, Nebr., praying for the enactment of legislation 
age of of Columbia; was relieving the endl Armenians in Turkey; which wag referred 
to the Committee on the of Columbia. to the on Foreign Relations. 
He @ petition. of the Association of Ministers of | Mr. NELSON presented a petition of the Mississippi River Pilots’ 
for the enactment of legislation — Association, praying for the construction of a pier or breakwater 
tuting voluntary es oe strikes; in the i River near the village of Pepin, on Lake Pepin; 
was referred to the Committee on Edneation Labor. which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a of the Association of Ministers of | Mr. BURROWS presented petitions of the Cappon & Bertsch 
eat. the enactment of to pre- | Leather Company, of Grand Rapids, Mich.; of H. E. Staples and 
ae = of gambling laws; was referred sun other citizens of Mon , Mich. ; and of William H. Boyd 

Committee on Interstate sundry other citizens 0 mroe County, Mich., praying for 

He also presented petition of the Boerd of Trade of Kansas | the of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which were referred 





to Committee on Finance. 
Mr. MILLS presented a petition of sundry citizens of vai 






Milis, Tex. ying for the passage of the so-called Dingley tar 
of aan end erenae of of citizens bill; whic was referred to the Seaoberen on Finance. 
a also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Houston, Tex., 
a Lg elaine See the 1 of the tariff bill; for the enactment of legislation in aid of the Wilberforce 





; which was ref to the Committee on Education 











He also presented a communication from members of societies 
of the Colonial Dames of America, in answer to a protest made 
the New York Society of the Colonial Dames of Amer- 

the passage of Senate bill No. 3087, incorporating the 
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National Society of the Colonial Dames of America; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. In June last the general assembly of 
Louisiana, in session at that time, passed a concurrent resolution 





for the passage of the so-called Dingley tariff  aAih wire 
reterres to:iie Commaieess benicl 


Finance. 
e also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Pontiac, 
praying toe Se saeaeene ve tion for the relief of the aifex: 
ng Armenians 













memorializing the Congress of the United States to grant bellig- in Turkey; was referred to the 
erent rights to the Cuban Republic, and askingthe Louisiana Sen- | on Foreign Relations. 
ators and Representatives to support the same. Congress ad- He also ted a 


tion of the Immigration Restriction 
League of sshington, D.C, praying forthe restriction of imni 


journed shortly after the concurrent resolution was by the 
general assembly of Louisiana, and it has not heretofore been pre- 
sented to Congress. I now presentit and ask that it be printedin 
the REcoRD, 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, and ordered to be printed in the Recorp, as follows: 


House concurrent resolution memorializing the President and eee of 
the United States to grant belligerent rights to the Cuban Republic, 
asking our Senators and Representatives to urge the President toward 
securing the same. 

Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives of Louisiana, That 
we extend our sympathy to the Cuban e in their struggle for yer 
and independence, and we request the oe and President of the Ly 
States to nt belligerent — to the Cu Republic, and our 
tors and Representatives in Congress to the ident toward 
the same, and that the secretary of state bé instructed to transmit a copy 
these resolutions to the President and our Senators and Representatives 


Congress. 
8. P. HENRY, 
Speaker of the iouse a, 


ae E 
Lieutenant-Governor and President of Senate. 


URPHY J. TER, 
Gua of the State es 
Mr. BLANCHARD presented a concurrent resolution of the 
legislaturé of Louisiana; which was referred to the Committee on 


Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed in. the 
ReEcorRD, as follows: 


Mr. COCKRELL presented a petition of the Board of Trade of 


Kansas City, Mo., eG oats an oe eee Ol 
oval Galen also to eS the 
Armenians by the Turks; which was to the Committee 


oreign ons ' 

He also ted a of citizens of Mo. 
ving toc ihwel ot caanaian tte the Constitenice af 
United States the Deity; which was referred to 
Mr. QUAY presented a peti of 160 of the Kent 

Manufac Coneiay Delaware County, Pa., and a petition 

of the Wool Association of eee a 

the so-called Dingley tariff bill; were referred to the 

mittee on Finance. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of , Pa., 
pra ter che eohohacah at lechiaaiie aleve aaeaeicier 
Wonlane tn ‘Tarkor; hid on ature os tie Coaaaiine of 
Foreign Relations. 

He also ted a petition of the American Economic Asso- 
aaa of legislation joviniog tir es mowe Ogee cooene. 

en ‘or the more 

zation of the ited Stokes cutans; @hidh was felieeed te the 
Committee on the Census. _ 


Approved June 9, 1896. 


Senate concurrent resolution. a SS Pen eee of 1 ot the 
Whereas the memorial of the New Orleans Post-Office Clerks’ Association iVversl Mills, run L pra, the 
resented to the general assembly of fhe tate of Louisiana calls gar atten: passage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which was to 
ion to the fac ere is now pen ore the Congress e ttee Finance. 
States a bill, introduced by the Hon. N. D. Sperry, of Connecticut, entitled oo ATT pon 


“A bill for the classification of clerks in the first and second clase pass Cencee, 
and for fixing the salaries of the same,”* known as House bill No. , Ww 
bill, as approved by the honcrable Postmaster-General, was favor- 
ably by ie House Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads; 
hereas the e of said bill will not sary smnaiounte the lot of worthy 
clerks and emplo ees in the post-office service, but also furnish a satisfactory 
remedy for existing evils, secure better service, and be advantageous to the 
public at large: Therefore, : 7 
Be it resolved by the senate (the house [a tatives concurring therein), 
That our Senators and Representatives mgress be requested to favor the 
aforesaid House bill (H. R. 3273) 


Be it further resolved, That copies of this resolution be forwarded to each 
Senator and Representative of Dongress of this State. 


Mr. ALLEN presented a petition of the California Wool Asso- 


ciation, praying for the of the so-called Dingley tariff 
wich waneeie e the Cominiiten cn tadilen " = 


THE BEET-SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


Mr. ALLEN. I t a R. M. 
Ailes, of Netrecka, upon the dovahepehtet Ger Sletenineietia 
try in that State. I move that Se naianeeed as a miscella- 
a document and referred to on Agriculture 
orestry. 
The motion was agreed to. 


S. P. HENRY, 
Speaker of the Hours of a “oe REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, . 
Liewtenant-Governor and President of the Senate. Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Military 
Approved June 9, 1896. STER Affairs, to a referred the bill (H. R. 505) for the relief 


eURTay J. FO 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 


Mr. TURPIE presented a petition of the Silent Army of Deaf 
Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines of the United States, pra for 
an increase of pension for total deafness; which was 
the Committee on Pensions. F 

He also presented a petition of the Business Men’s Association 


as HOAR. Tam directed eens Oh eer, 
of Evansville, Ind., praying that an appropriation be made for the | to whom was referred bill (S. 8313) for the relief of John N. 
improvement of the Mississippi River at its mouth; which was | Quackenbush, late a in the United States Navy, to 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. report it favorably, without amendment. It isa which has 

He also presented a petition of Weil Bros. & Co., of Fort va — the Senate several and it passed at the session, 
Ind., praying for the pes of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; t did not get to the in time for his si; the 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. close of the session. I ask that it may now be con 


at 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
asks unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill 


“Kits. HOATL. "Let it be rea for information, \— : 


Mr. TURPIE (for Mr. VoornEzs) — a petition of sun- 
dry wool dealer: of Madison, Ind., and a petition of the California 
Wool Association, praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley 
tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee on Finance 


7 
Mote orc oe se Kl nea fe x on aaa > sation a The ICL PRESIDENT To there otsbadian aot 
ott, o icago, Ill., praying for the enactment of legislation to ‘ to. con- 
secure admission of silver & the mints for free and unlimited coin- | sideration of the bill? ; : 
age on individual account into full legal-tender money and to| Mr. CHANDLER. What is the — as to that 
establish 412} grains of standardsilver asthe sole money unitofthe | Mr. HOAR. The is that it be now pass-4, A similar 
United States; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. | bill passed the Senate at the last 


He also (for Mr. ee presented a communication from 
members of societies of the Colonial Dames of America, in answer 
toa protest made by the original New York Society of the Colonial 
Dames of America against the passage of Senate bill No. 3087 
incorporating the National Society of the Colonial Dames of 
America; which was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of the Board of Trade of 
Kansas City, Mo., praying Congress to acknowledge the inde- 

ndence of Cuba; which wasreferred to the Committee on Foreign 

lations. with pleasure communicate 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Saline County,| The VICE-PRESIDENT. en the consid 
Ill., and a petition of the California Wool Association, praying | eration of the bill, it will be on the . 





ALLINGER introduced a bill (S. 3361 a pension 
tc Ree Sean oF eeciynesoeate Roy mg th agen, gh ero 

Brood a il (3.8008) granting oa to Francis 
H Staples: which was read twice by title, with the accom- 


referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Paya POP TAN introduced a bill (S. 8868) to authorize ©. E. 
Marr and E. H. Pierce to accept testimonials from the Canadian 


; which read twice by its title, with the 
aa Me acai ta tee Commndihen ok Ponsign Dele 


He also introduced a bill (8. 8364) to authorize Lieut. Col. W. H. 
Forwood and Dr. George H. Penrose te accept certain testimonials 
from the Argentine Government; which was read twice byits title, 
and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on 
F 


nee darren. no bani @. - 
introduced a 8365) to authorize 
Houston, United States Navy, to a 


hich was read twice 
Germany; W. by 


—— = lawful 
which was read twice by its title, and 
Finance. 


on 
Mr. HALE introduced a bill (S. 3370) @ pension to 
Emily E. Atherton; which twi Ge tills whi nederee 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ee rt to amend 
ae een ene 
or the p aiding construction of railroads, 
other len” September 29, 1890, and the several acts 
amendatory thereof; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
oy introdiesed » bill (2. 3872) ting a pension to Th 

° a a omas 
H. Scudder, of Independence, Cieg.| Wael wan vent totes by ite 
title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3878) ting a pension to 
Arethusa Wright, of Sheridan, Oreg.; wandk warnsed Give its 
die, and selitued to tha Caemaiuaat ae Pomion ae 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8374) for the relief of Clement Mar- 
ciel, of Portland, 3 W. was read twice by its title, and 
ve WILSON Sache. ¢ bill (8S. thorizing 

a 8375) au the con- 
Colum vistven. ta the Sta 


Walt cee bia te of 
Ww : was read twice by its title, and referred to the 


on 

Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill (S. 3376) authorizing every 

judge of a district court of the United States to appoint w stone. 

oe ee ee oe on of such 

e introduced a 8377) granting a to Charles 

. D. Wiswell, of Palatine toe tees tein 
on Pensions. 


3378 
i Dp dl, eal arco 

Mr. QUAY 
er ae ete re te oe) to amend 


to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. CALL introduced a bill (S. 8381) pension to Lena 
D. Smith; which 
Chines ) was read twice by ite Atle, and referred tothe 


con 
crimes tional gold and silye 


red ble in coin; 
ee the ratio of 16 to 1, supplomen 
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Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill (8.3382) for the adjustment 
and correction of the selection of lands by the State of Missouri 
under the act of Congress of July 2, 1862, donating to the States 
lands for the benefit of colleges of agriculture and mechanic arts; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. CAFFERY introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 170) to 
authorize and direct the Secretary of War to have made a survey 
of the pass at Point a L’Outre, near the Southwest Pass of the 
Mississippi River; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CALL introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 171) requestin 
the President of the United States to demand the release of al 
citizens of the United States held in confinement at Ceuta or else- 
where in violation of the treaty with Spain and of international 
law; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HANSBROUGH introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 172) 

rere for a comprehensive index to Government publications 
Pom 1 to 1898; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 


NATIONAL MONETARY COMMISSION. 


Mr. PEFFER.: I introduce a joint resolution providing for the 
appointment of a national monetary commission, and ask that it 
be read at the desk, printed, and lie on the table. I desire to give 
notice that upon the first day when the Senate is in session after 
the ist of January next, immediately after the morning business 
is concluded, I shall ask the Senate to indulge me while I submit 
some remarks upon the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution (5. R. 169) providing for the appointment 
of a national mone commission was read the first time by 
its title and the second time at length, and ordered to lie on the 
table, as follows: 


Whereas d@ing the campaign immediately preceding the late Presidentia) 
election the monetary system of the country was the leading issue discussed 
bere the people; and 

the tending parties in that cam 
namely: (1) National gol 
r bim: 
gold bim: 


ign proposed four distinct 
monometallism; (2) interna- 
ata ratio agreed upon by the nations; (3) 

e at the ratio of 16 to 1, with Government 
4) national silver and gold bimetallism at 
by Government full legal-tender paper 


national silver 


money; 
Whereas the result of the election does not show that a majority of the 
policies; and 
agreed on all sides that a permanent adjustment of these 
differences is ee importance: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by Senate and House of prmesintinss of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States bs, 
and he is hevebe, divected to appoint four commissioners, one from the Na- 
tional Democrat party, one from the Republican perty, cng from the Dem- 
ocrat and = m the Populist or People’s Party. These four shall 

a an 


choose 
een, whose duty it shall be to examine and study the general subject of 
ce in its practical relations to the business affairs of the people of the 
United a on In ea nannies tion the commniaeen shall a Vite suggestions, 
arguments, and plans by uals, persons, and by agents and representa- 
tives of organized bodies, and shall make diligent inquiry among farmers, 
‘Wage earners, merchants, manufacturers, banKers, carriers, and other busi 
ness men to learn their views with respect to defects in our existing financial 
wot and ee pueeaine essen, 208 a, wast material 
are upon and on w ey ee. © commission 
ako oil matters presented to them or brought to their attention 
which are relevant to the inquiry with which they are charged; they 
shall preserve all mts, pa . and documents submitted to them, and 
the same to with their conclusions thereon, by bill or other- 
with a view of estab! @ permanent monetary system for the 
United States which will cure defects in existing methods and provide for 
the country a safe and sound currency. 
ion may sit at the cities of New York, Chicago, Denver, San 
Franci«co, and New Orleans. 

The four rs to be selected by the President shall bemppointed 
within thirty days after the approval of this joint resolution; they shail meet 
) howe twenty days after the day of their appointment, at a time and place 

by the commissioner first named by the President, when and where 

they shall choose by ballot the fifth commissioner, who shail be some person 

of learning in monetary science. A plurality of votes shall be 
sufficient to elect. As soon as practicable after the choice of the fifth com 
the five shall assemble and organize by the appointment of one of 

their number as presidentand one as secretary. © sommission may appoint 
eae, b sencars r,and sergeant-at-arms. The salaries of the commis- 
sioners shall be r month, and the clerk, stenographer, and sergeant-at- 
arms shall receive a month, all payable by the Treasurer of the United 
[eo certified by the secretary of the commission and approved 

its president. 
é A reasona 


ther they shall constitute a rational monetary com- 


ble allowance for rent of rooms for the use of the commission and 
lor necessary traveling expenses of the commission shall be advanced from 
time to time by the Secretary of the Treasury, to be accounted for on vouch- 
ers certified by the sergeant-at-arms and approved by the president of the 
comission. t nothing shall be allowed for board of the commissioners or 
their assistants when not traveling in th» discharge of their oliicial duties, 
or for private room rent. 
on shall conclude its work and report within twelve months 
aft erthe date of its organization unless further time is granted by Uon 


or the purpose of defraying the expenses of the commission herein pro- 
vided for, the sum of $50,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 
ropriated out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 


prope ai 
loint resolution shall take effect and be in force on the Gay next fol- 
eee day of its approval. 
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AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


Mr. BLACKBURN subnaitted sundry amendments intended to 
be proposed by him to the naval appropriation bill; which were 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. oF Eda cage eed fy amendment —— to be 
proposed by him to the sundry civil appropriation ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed. 

He also submitted two amendments intended to be proposed by 
him to the Indian appropriation bill; which were referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

tle also submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
hira to the sundry civil a aes bill; which was referred to 
— Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to 

inted. 
e alsosubmitted an amendment intended to be by him 
te the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


HOLIDAY RECESS. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following concurrentresolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations: 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That when 


the two Houses adjourn on Tu y, the 22d day of December, they stand 


adjourned until 12 o'clock meridian on Tuesday, January 5, 1897. 
ELECTRIC LIGHTING IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Columbia be, and hereby 
is, directed to inquire what, if amy, action is contemplated by the Comnmis- 
sioners of the istrict in respect of the use of any of the streets, avenues, 
or public spaces in said District for electric lighting; and w if any, con- 
tract or contracts have been or are con to be ente: into which 
involve the laying of conduits in or under such streets or avenues, and with 
what persons or corporations, and to report to the Senate. 


IMPRISONMENT ABROAD OF NATURALIZED CITMENS, 


Mr. CALL submitted the following resolution; which was read, 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of Stute be, and is hereby, directed to send to 
the Senate a report of all naturalized citizens of the United States of whose 
arrest and imprisonment, or trial, etion, or sentence, either to 
onment at the colony of Ceuta or elsewhere, he has any ¢ 

that he shail inform the Senate in such report of the persons now held in 
confinement at Ceuta and of the stated, on which they were 


condemned, and the nature of the e so far as the same appears on the 
files of the State Department. 


KILLING OF GEN. ANTONIO MACEO. 


Mr. CALL. I submit for reference to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations the resolution which I send to the desk. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 
Rezolved, That the killing of Gen. Antonio Maceo, a renowned 
the service of ere if true, while under a flag of 
an assurance safety from - 


Foreign Relations. 
Mr. HALE. To that I have no objection. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so referred. 


AFFAIRS IN CUBA. 


Mr. MORGAN. I offer a resolution, and ask that it be printed 
and lie on the table. I will state that on to-morrow I shall ask 
the ind ce of the Senate to make some observations upon it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator request the reading 
of the resolution? 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not care about having it read. Letit be 
printed and lie on the table. 

The resolution was ordered to be printed and to lie on the table, 
as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate, That the Prosident is requested, if it is not, in his 
incompatible with the public service, to send to the Senate copies of 
z tion of affairs in_ the Island of Cuba which 
of the Secretary of State that acco 
as papers collected in the annual volume enti “For- 
United States.” , 
Departinci a eraval tein lay citinane of tin Untied Sikes opainss Gpean Gueuieg? 
ont citizens against Spai 
out of the alleged ieeurrection now existing in the Island of Cuba. 


Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon submitted the 
rent resolution; which was referred to the Committee on 


. ALLEN. Mr. President, I desire to call up and have laid 
Daiies the Sheath. 6. ear ee ne eer eee 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays beforethe the 

ution indicated by the Senator from cheeks. \, ‘Tesolu- 
AKT Geshe sand ths mbites cibaitibdt bay Dale an 
the 9th instant, as follows: 


That it is the settled 
that no 


aif substantial remedies 





our constitution, must be done before public moneys can be ex 
It has been frequently and persistently predicted that this enter- 
would be raided and destroyed by the incoming legisiature. 
must pre Sat Ido not approve of all gentlemen owning these 
factories have done in promoting their interests, but I have 
no fear that they will be injuriously affected by unjust legisla- 
tion. While it is a debatable question whether Nebraska should 


‘acd gros ign policy of bounty giving, yet so widespread 
that our soil is capable of producing almost un-< 
sugar beets that can rofitably manufac- 
tured avgar, that aid will not be withheld until an effectual 
trial has been made and the question fairly and effectually deter- 
The benefits of the act of which I speak inure largely 
to the ucers of beets, and as a result there was paid last year, 
be paid this year, $60,000 to beet producers that would 

not have otherwise been paid them. 
What I have said respecting beet sugar may also be said respect- 
pa Saag § A bounty has been granted upon chicory, and chicory 
are in operation in Nebraska, and the industry promises 

one of very t profit. 

ulists of Nebraska understand quite as well as the peo- 
any other section of the Union that it is highly important 
the State to diversify our industries as far as can 
too heavy a tax on the people. I ama believer 


to which I refer will not oapine by its terms for one year 

I think the legislature will make an appropriation to 

out its provisions, a thing that their Republican predecessors 

have done, however ill advised its passage in the first 

instance may have been. The owners of these factories have com- 

with the law, and an observance of good faith requires that 

I think the legislature 

inaugurate a policy that will encourage new industries, thus 

taking a portion of our people from the farm and placing them in 

other pursuits, where they will no longer be competitors as pro< 

ducers of farm products, but become producers of other useful 

things, while they remain consumers of the products of the farm. 

Iam not guns in favor of a high protective tariff; Iam only 

arguing in favor of that indisputable power and right inherent 

in every State to pursue an industrial policy that will, in the judg- 

ment of its legislature, result in the greatest good to the greatest 
number. 

The gentlemen who are engaged in the beet-sugar industry are 
not members of the American Sugar Trust, as has been frequently 
asserted; that fact was fully disclosed in the investigation that 
was held by a special Senate committee, appointed in 1894, of which 
I had the Sewer tobeamember. They are free from any entan- 
g ing alliance with that gigantic institution; they are engaged in 

eveloping an industry new in this country, and which I do not 
doubt will eventually prove profitable, not only to them and their 
associates, but to the people of the Western States, and for that 
matter to the entire Union. 

Mr. President, these facts are known and understood by the 
legislature of Nebraska, as they are known and understood by me 
and other citizens. The Populist legislature—and I speak for Ne- 
braska only—can be relied on to act conservatively, wisely, and 
justly in all respects, and to give to every man, woman, and child 
fosanih the sun, whether a citizen of the State, or far-off Russia, 
for that matter, a full measure of equal and exact justice. 

I deny with all the strength I possess the slightest imputation 
against the incoming administravion of Nebraska. No more loyal, 
intelligent, capable business men can be found in any State in the 
Union than those who will compose it for the next two years, and 


if any Eastern man or setae is still solicitous respgcting the 


course that will be pursued I can say to them that the time has 
come when in justification of their own intelligence they should 
cease false assertions against the State and against those who are 
to discharge its official duties. 

The Populist of Nebraska will engage in overhauling the 
State offices and State institutions that for twenty-nine years have 
been unbroken Republican rule. They will enact an elec- 
tion law that will be just to all, but which can not be tortured by 
construction in the interest of one political party and against tho 
interest of another; one that will secure to every citizen an honest 
and free ballot; they will engage in legislation that will affect the 

policy of the State; in amending vicious legislation passed 
their , and in affording the people protection in 


ane which has been denied them for years. The name 
of eacea will never be justly chargeable with repudiation in 
eee the Omaha World-Herald of November 25 I read the fol- 
lowing press dispatch: 


Boston, MAss., November %. 
met and celebration of the Home Market Club, in honor of 


The jubilee 
of W McKinley, was held at Mechanics’ Hall this evening, 
in pa of Massachusetts,was among those who addressed the meati 
ts iy a sad thing to think that States like Kansas and Nebraska, ; 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 


— 


children of New England, that have great farming populations where we 
expect to find—if we find anywhere—sobriety, integrity, steadiness, consery- 
atism, the great communities where churches abound and where the schools 
are the best in the world, should have lent themselves to this crazy attempt 
at revolution and this passionate crusade of dishonor.” 

There are some respects in which these remarks of the senior 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] need correction. Ne- 
braska is not-a child of New England, however desirable that 
might be. The population of Nebraska is heterogeneous; our peo- 
ple come from every State and Territory in the Union. Many of 
them formerly resided in Bohemia, the German States, England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Italy, and,in 
fact, many came from different — of the habitable globe. 
Many, it is true, came from New England, and, be it said to their 
lasting honor, they are true Nebraskans, and while they love New 
England as a child loves its parents, they are not blind to her faults 
nor her virtues. The population of Nebraska is rapidly becomi: 
homogeneous, and all, regardless of birthplace, are deeply attac 
to the State and to its welfare and are keenly sensible of the neces- 
sity of her bearing a good name. They are, therefore, jealous of 
any imputation against it, and the senior Senator from Massa- 
chusetts was somewhat poe gt y to say the least, in saying, as 
he is reported to have said, that Nebraska engaged in a “‘crazy 
attempt at revolution and a passionate crusade of dishonor.” 

Mr. President, Nebraska is a land of church»s and schools, and 
they are among the best in the world. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts does not find fault with our local in:titutions; he only 

umbles, whines, and scolds because, in the exercise of an un- 
foubted right of freemen, the electors of Nebraska saw fit, by a 
clear majority, to elevate to power members of thé Populist party. 
He speaks of it as ‘‘ this crazy attempt at revolution and passionate 
crusade of dishonor.” Mr. President, Nebraska has never engaged 
in a revolution that was not pacific and lofty in its character and 
directly within the true province of a Christian government. 

Massachusetts possesses nothing in Nebraska that should entitle 
her foremost man to speak of our people as the senior Senator 
from that State has done. While we accord to Massachusetts her 
rights, and look upon her as an older and therefore a more com- 
pact and better-organized community than ours, we do not look 
to her for advice on a political, social, scientific, religious, or any 
other question. 

Nebraska can not justly have laid at her door the charge that 
her citizens called or were represented in a convention that had 
for its chief purpose a treasonable plot to dissolve the Unien. In 
the only great crisis in the history of our country, when Nebraska 
was a Territory, she gave as large a percentage of her ulation 
to the cause of the Union as any other State, and her soldiers were 
as valorous and chivalric as any that ever marched upon the field 
of battle. She has not engaged in a crusade of dishonor, and I re- 

et that the venerable Senator from Massachusetts should permit 

imself to be led into such extravagant expressions. 

I do not speak of this —e as strongly as I feel, 
but I must be permitted to say that it was an unwarranted, gratui- 
tous, open, and flagrant insult to an honest, ee poor, 
but struggling Christian people. Sir, the pment of illiteracy 
in Nebraska is smaller than in Massachusetts. Her churches 
and schools, according to her ulation,are fully as numerous 
and as well equipped to im ‘hristian and secular education 
as are those of Massachusetts. Our charitable institutions are 
among the finest of the world; our people are industrious, econom- 
ical, honest, intelligent, en , and loyal. 

It can not be truthfully said of Nebraska that she joined ina 
crazy and dishonorable crusade toenforce the provisions of a brutal 
fugitive-slavelaw. Her people have never been guilty of mobbing 
one of their own citizens for no greater offense than raising his 
voice against oppression and wrong. The stillness of her atmos- 
phere has not been broken by the appeals for assistance of cring- 
ing men and defenseless women and children, guilty of no offense 
but fleeing to her soil for freedom, only to be captured and 
placed in chains by her citizens and returned to servitude for a 
reward. Whatever may be said of Nebraska, she has not been 

ilty of any of these crimes against the laws of God and civ- 

ization. She has never dishonored her foremost citizen, when 
living, for extolling the cause of liberty, and placed wreaths on 
his grave, when dead, because he had been the friend of li ; 
She has done none of these, and no dishonor of this kind attaches 
to her name or imperils her glory. 

What was the “‘ crazy attempt at revolution and passionate cru- 
sade of dishonor” of which the Senator from Massachusetts spoke. 
Nothing, sir, more than that a majority of the people of Nebraska. 
believing that silver is money of the Constitution, and that it 
should be coined at the ratio of 16 to 1, upon terms of equality 

‘with gold, saw fit to cast their ballots in November last for the 
elevation of one of her foremost citizens and the most brilliant 
orator of the age to the Presidency. Was there anything reyolu- 
ticnary in that? Was there anything dishonorable in it? Was 
it a ‘“‘crusade of dishonor?” Sir, for eighty-one years of our 
national existence silver had been thus coined, and until it was 


demonetized in 1873 b lis Rene ot at revolution and a 
passionate crusade of dishonor,” which some of the representa- 
tive men of Massachusetts participated, and by which they 

to confiscate one-half the of the classes of 
nation. If there can be more 
soreness than the confiscation of the property of its 

i ng meme, I do not know where or in what direction 
it can be found. Massachusetts possesses a monopoly 
ful knowledge of the financial question, or any other, for that 
matter I have yet to learn the 

Mr. President, it is ble that a man can be born under an- 
an on a clime ee ee oe 
possess a modicum telligence patriotism learn th 
sharp line of demarcation between “‘revolution and a 
crusade of dishonor” on the one hand, and are and a 
high sense of public and private duty on the . say, sir, it 
is possible, because I understand that there are those 
have been born and live in Massachusetts who 
a most bitter hatred for the West and everything 
who believe that neither nor 
that section of the country. The 
a is by aaa and limitless ; 
and sense of duty are as 
Never thus far in the Maloey: 
dishonor, and never as ] as 
God reigns in the hearts of her 
thing that will place a stain 
cause her to be spoken of 
wT chall not move peak at ongiia Sainbelias 

8 not now a 
at another time. I have only embraced the 
sented to declare that Nebraska, 
the Populist party, will be true 
honor to herself and the Union 
to be a foremost member. 

Mr. President, it is an error to always 
source as pure. Many times the accuser is 
accused. , who has given 
knowl than any other single 
aptly put the truth in this language: 


May'in the swort twolve ne ataetas tee 
tier than him they try. 


I may be permitted to add that it is not improbable that among 
those vas accuse Nebraska and Kansas there may be found a few 


a peo Man» ; 
ae z od ieee ee ae se 
understood ’ especially 
i) ye cuvost of the tienacand Gonthier wah 


aoe that 

+ <n € ery! oy discuss it at 

Section 10, Article I, Constitution declares, among other 
things, that no State shall pass any “law the 
tions of contracts.” The States when they entered the Union sur- 
rendered this power. Of course no 
would attempt the enactment of such a law, 
there might be noconstitutional 
their obligation must not be 
this more fully or more 
nor have they the slightest 
rnd 09 to get out of debt, to pay their 
rapidly as they mature in the utmost good faith and to 
farthing, and 


mw wah be safe under the laws to be 
a re. 7 
can not understand the motives that prompt accusations. 
or 


the integrity of Nebraska and other 
matter, that may have seen fit to elect State 
American citizens. e understand 


lions of intel 

resources, be 

as I trust she will be awarded 

when that time comes we will shrink from no 

—* contributing our full measure to the glorious 
. President, Nebraska will 

may beset her pathway. Her 

not become disco 

those I have noticed. The for better 

newed and waged to its utmost to make 

as she is now one of the most important, 









The Eastern press for a month or more has been full of insinu- 
ations and that it was the purpose of the Populist party 
in Kansas and Nebraska to ignore legal obligations, rights of prop- 
erty, rights of citizens, and to withdraw, if they could not do it 
in any other way, all substantial remedies for the enforcement of 
contracts. I have taken occasion in the remarks which I have 
just submitted, and to which I very much regret the Senator did 





















istration unless it be of a to with popularapproval | not listen, to repudiate any assertions of that kind so far as the 
and to continue the in power. State of Nebraska is concerned, I undertook in those remarks to 
1 have no utterances of complaint against other of | show that no class of people in the United States understand the 
country. I am not prepared to with disloyalty or | sacredness of contracts and their obligations better than the Pop- 
with engaging in a “passionate ulist party. I believe that is true. 
may entertain my political I to The people who are making these assertions against the State of 
to every man and every the right to think and act as | Ni are doing themselves incalculable injury, and it is for 
may see , 80 as mer do not u the | the of pu at rest in authoritative form, if that can be 
fie right of steak, ant I not to do ustice or | done, accusations and to announce the knewn and declare! 
elsewhere. I demand a right for N trust res- | purpose and policy of the Populist party in Kansas and Nebraska, 
olution will be te and elsewhere, for that matter, to observe the traditions and lan- 
The VICE-P . The question is on soreeng to te guage of our Constitution in their legislation, and to do nothing 
the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. which any fair-minded and honest man can truthfully say savors 


resolution submitted , ° 
Mr. HOAR and Mr. GALLINGER. What is the resolution, Me 


t? 
Pithe VIOE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read. 
The Secretary read the resolution, as 


follows: 
That it is the settled doctrine in the | 
pi cocoa ae ene weg aot a 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 


ti 
—_ from the Populist y or its representation in this Cham- 
Of course, it is merely declaratory of constitutional 


ne. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator from Nebraska desires to make a 
reaffirmation of the doctrine of common honesty and thinks the 
resolution is ae for that purpose, for the reasens he has 
stated, I of course will not interfere with it. 

Mr. ALLEN 


of repudiation or hostility, that I desire to have this resolation, 
~ 
, passed 















































lution. or 2b — wr — ae ome the 

— of the senior Senator from Massachusetts, so far-reaching, 

7 ae eae diainraiieeee be full when action is had. ther for good or evil, are his utterances, that I believe it would 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll. be the safer and wiser policy to adopt the resolution. If this lan- 

Mr. HOAR. The resolution seems to be the Consti- had been used by almost any other Senator in this Chamber 

tution of the United States. My attention was away from ye —* Senator — a I do not think there 
ve any occasion for the resolution. 

ae ae and there may be something in the resolution tie. HULL. ; os to my ame the sport oe Nebraska 

' propriety of amending the resolution, in the third line thereof, 

edits to be arene oe pending question upon which the out all after the word “either” and inserting the 


words “‘directly or indirectly;” so that it will read as follows: 
Resolved, That it is the settied doctrine in the United States of America 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. A resolution has been submitted by 
the Senator from Nebraska = ALLEN], and the Chair will state 


that the absence of a ving been suggested, he has ordered a no State ee toimpair the obligations of legal 

pcan ee a ee ees | that language instead of the phrase ‘‘by direct legisla- 

és “ — Apa roll, and thefollowing Senators ; tion or ee that withdraws all substantial remedies from 
their names: orcem 


5 . Those are the only two ways that a legislature 
could violate the constitutional provision. I have no objection to 
the amendment, however. I accept it. 

Mr. HILL. The amendment, then, is agreed to, I understand? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, it will be consid- 
ered as agreed to. 

Mr. PLATT. I should like to know how the resolution will 
read as it has been amended, and then perhaps I should like to 
make a le remark. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read as 
amended. 


Clark, 


= i, 
a 





The Secretary read as follows: 
to te Fifty-five Resolved, That it is the settled doctrine in the United Statesof America 
ir names, a quorum is presen that no State constitutional power to impair the obligations of legal 
Mr. HOAR, I owe an apology to contracts, either directly or indirectly. 


Mr. Piatt and Mr. ALpuIon addressed the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, it seems to me a very strange 
condition to which we have come that it should be supposed to be 
pe gery | for the Senate to a Senate resolution affigming any 

of the Constitution of the United States. If we are going to 
it, I think we had better do it in the language of the Constitu- 
tion, and not adopt any new language about it, or attempt to put 
any Senatorial construction upon the language of the Constitu- 
» tion of the United States. The function of construing the Con- 
ES which he wishes to meet stitution of the United States and determining the effect of its 
clauses rests with the Supreme Court and not with the Senate of 

the United States. 

I am very much inclined to think I would vote against the reso- 
lution, or any resolution proposing that the Senate shall reaffirm 
the Constitution of the United States, either as a doctrine or as 
the Constitution itself. If I may be permitted to use a somewhat 
homely but direct phrase, I desire to express the cpinion that this 
ne ree 

Mr. ICH. Irose for the purpose of making the same sug- 
gestion that has just been made by the Senator from Connecticut, 
and as the Senator from Nebraska has accepted the amendment 
suggested by the Senator from New York, I desire to ask him if 
he will be ing to accept a further amendment, so that the res- 
olution, if further amended, will read as follows: 


Resolved, That it is the settled doctrine of the United States of America 
that no State possesses constitutional power to pass any law impairing the 
Obligation of contracts. 
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That puts it in the plain yo of the Constitution; and if 
it is necessary to reaffirm the Constitution, it uses the lunguage 


. emploved in that instrument itself. 


Mr. ALLEN. I think the resolution as it stands now is pre 
cisely that. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think not. It contains the words “ either 
directly or indirectly.” 

Mr. ALLEN. But that has all been withdrawn. I call for the 
reading of the resolution. 


any source, through whatever motives the utterance, 
that it is the purpose of the Populist party i ebraska or else- 


ir propert rights th coumannnat SoMa eoalineienns Remco 
the trath will have been known before the 


I hope that is sati to my friend the Senator from 
Mr. HOAR. “ete \ po not see how 

thing more about theopinion 

of the proposed resolution of the Senate. 


| 
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Mr. ALDRICH. I understood the Senator from New York to| the 


make that su: ion. 

Mr. ALLEN. Oh, no; I call for the reading of the resolution 
as amended at the suggestion of the Senator from New York. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution as amended will be 
read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


Resolved, That it is the settled doctrine in the United States of America 


that no State possesses constitutional power to impair the obligations of legal 
contract, either directly or indirectly. 


Mr. ALLEN. I am perfectly willing that the words “ either 
directly or indirectly ” shall be stricken out, if that will suit the 
Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. ALDRICH. My suggestion is to use the precise 1 
employed in the Constitution itself, in order that there shall be no 
doubt about what we intend. 

Mr. ALLEN. The resolution as it is now before the Senate uses 
that language. 

Mr. ALDRICH. No, the language of the Constitution is that 
“no State shall * * * passany * * * law impairing the 
obligation of contracts.” ; “ 

Mr. ALLEN. Yes, that is the language used here. 


Mr. ALDRICH. No, it is not the —— language. -. the 


gest that if we are going to reaffirm the Constitution we 
use the precise language. 

Mr. ALLEN. If there is a distinction between the language 
used by the Senator from Rhode Island and the language used by 
me in the resolution I fail to discover it. However, I am not par- 
ticular about it. Iam perfectly willing that the Senator from 
Rhode Island should have all the glory that will come to him in 
consequence of this substitute, and I will accept it. 

Me ALLEN. i nea the hief f the Se f 

Mr. A . I suppose the chief purpose of the Senator from 
Rhode Island is to reb the Populist of the authorship of the 
resolution, but I am perfectly willing that he should do so. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Iam very curious to know from 
the Senator from Nebraska the purposeof theresolution. Formy 
part I can not imagine, to save my life,as was suggested by the 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. anna an, Pee should solemnly 
introduce a resolution into the Senate of the 
ing a specific clause in the Constitution of the United States; and 
I can not understand the eee of the Senator. I should like to 
hear why he thinks it advisable thet the Senate of the United 
States should select out a certain clause in the Constitution of the 
United States and declare by solemn resolution that that is the 
settled doctrine of the United States. 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator from Oregon certainly could not have 
been in the Chamber when I delivered my remarks upon the reso- 
iution. 

Mr, MITCHELL of Oregon. I was not. Idid not know that 
the Senator had spoken to the resolution. 

Mr. ALLEN. Ihave spoken at some length upon the subject. 
It has been charged, as I said in my previous remarks, by Eastern 
statesmen and the Eastern press that the elevation of the Populist 
party to power in Kansas and Nebraska was a passionate crusade 
of dishonor. It has been claimed and is being claimed to-day in 
certain sections of the Union that it is the purpose of the incom- 
ing legislatures of the States of Kansas and Nebraska to pass laws 
inimical to the enforcement of legal obligations. 

Unfortunately for this country, there are some people ignorant 
eno to believe that that is true. Now, for the paps of 
enlightening them so far as that can be done, and for the purpose 
of convincing the business people of this country that the eleva- 
tion of the Populist party, instead of being inimical to their inter- 
est, is really ir favor of their true interest, as well as the interest 
of the masses, it was thonght proper that this resolution should 
come from a Populistic source. 

Mr. MITC L of Oregon. In other words, the purpose of 
the Senator from Nebraska is simply to show that he, as a promi- 
nent member of the mlist party, is not in favor of violating 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. ALLEN. No, Mr. President. The Senator from Oregon is 
not skirmishing up to the line close enough. The purpose of the 
Senator from Nebraska is toshow that the Populist party through- 
out the United States understands this question quite as well as 
does the Senator from Oregon or the Senator from any other State, 
and when the assertion is made, if it shall be made after this from 
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it is puerile, but trifling matters 
I understand from the Senator from Nebraska 
to some utterance of mine. I 


the question of the 

Populist party there. I to not 

the party in a 

or at any other time, h, 

I may have done so without now 

tow the Senator alluded 

of the people of that State 5 

the highest respect—to certain poli beliefs; States where 

schools abound, where churches abound, where the farming popu- 

lation is the backbone of the community, usually wise, conserva- 

tive, sound, patriotic, observing public faith and regarding public 
onor. 


The speech which I made was one made for the of call- 
ing the attention of the business men of the comm: to which 
I belong to their faults, to their errors, to their mistakes. Is 


monometallism in this 
to have a fluctuating 


the tof debts, f and 
aa dishonor, and that I stand 


Treason 
not be adopted by the Senate unless the 
fectly willing to drift away from a doctrine which is a 
parcel of our Constitution. 

a the Senator from 
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here and 
Mr. ALLEN. Lam to the senior 


must say in this connection in four 
member of this body there never has been a day 
was in session that political 
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1875 we were visited by a cloud of grasshoppers, when many of our 
wheat fields were absolutely denuded, trees stripped of their ver- 
dure, and whole farms were left destitute by the ravages of the 


had a passionate dishonor; devouring insects. I was a member of the State senate during tho 
now he stands here and the statement in substance. session of 1875 and 1876, and took an active part in rendering reiicf 


to our own people simply because of those troubles. But the relief 




















Democrats and Populists in those States, but the as took the form of a bill appropriating money out of the treasury, . 
ized communities came within the language used by him i do | and at that time we had a surplus of some $90,000. The bill aid 
not know of which the Senator from Massachusetts pos- | not pass. We made up our minds finally that we could take care 
sesses to stand or elsewhere and characterize the — of ourselves, and we did so. But during that session a bill was 
of Nebraska with having ongaged in a passionate crusade of eee toenact astay law, so that judgments then fn force might 
honor. It strikes me that language was unguarded, that it stayed and that the time of the payment of debts might be post- 
was intemperate in the extreme coming from a gentleman of his in order that the people might pass over another year and 
and ——— in life. ve an tunity to meet their obligations without great loss. 
hat in does Senator from Massachusetts possess in | However, that bill was not passed, and so far as I can recollect 

the State of Nebraska, or in the State of Kansas for that matter, | there has never been a stay law passed in our State. 

which should permit him to speak of a million and a quarter of | The only legislation of a character which might by any possible 
as in a crazy crusade e construction be regarded as interfering with the rights of creditors 
casting their and intelligent votes for Mr. | was one passed by the legislature in 1889. It was an act reduc- 
is a citizen of the State, an honored citizen of the State; a the legal rate of interest from 7 per cent to 6 per cent. We 
citizen of whom any State in this aa to be d; in my there, as I think they have in most of the Northwestern States, 
edgurent the grentast - | two limits to the rate of interest, one recognized as the legal rate, 


to be enforced when no stipulation had been made by the parties, 
and the other known as the contract rate, where persons may con- 
tract for a particular rate of interest. not to exceed the one named. 
At that time our legal rate was 7 per cent and our contract rate 
was 12 per cent. That law was repealed and another one enacted 
in its stead making the legal rate 6 per cont and the contract rate 
10 per cent. That was done under the jurisdiction of a Repub- 
lican administration. The Republican majority was overwhelm- 
ing. It was before the birth of the Populist party. There were 
not to exceed five or six Democrats in both houses of the legisla- 
ture. Kansas never has been regarded as good soil for Democ- 
racy, and it is not even yet. That was in 1889. 

In 1890 came what was properly regarded as a political revolu- 
tion in that State. Im the election campaign of that year the 
Populists elected five members of Congress out of eight. They 
elected an overwhelming majority of the legislature, and we 
believed then and still believe that we elected our governor, or 
cast votes enough to elect him. Buta Republican governor was 
inaugurated. ring the session of the legislature which fol- 
lowed there was nothing of the character to which these news- 
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the people of this country, an y 
e people of N: er any statement that the Populist party, 
eee desire or purpose to impair 
i contracts is a mere itous and unwarrarted 
assertion. To relieve the Senate of this matter I move the refer- 
. ence of the resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Before the resolution from the attention 
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of the Senate I should like to inquire er my amendment | papers allude. ~ There was nothing revolutionary either proposed 
was agreed to. or enacted. There were no stay laws passed. There were no laws 
Mr. ALLEN. I accepted the Senator's amendment. 


affecting the obligation of contracts in any way except it 


eee ee T. The Chair so understands. in what I shall state; and I think lawyers who are listening to 


: Before the resolution is referred to the committee | me will agree with me that there was no attempt to affect or no 
I should like to an amendment to it. effect upon the obligation of contracts in that law. It was an act 
The VICE-P ENT. The amendment will be stated. authorizing mortgagors to redeem their lands when sold under 
The Szcrerary. It is proposed to add at the end of the resolu- | foreclosure proceedings in court. 
tion the following: Mr. PLATT. After sale? 


the effect tf whiek will aay the obitantion of = 5 w 

Mr. ALLEN. Let them both goas they are to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PLATT. Perhaps the Senator will accept that amendment. 

Mr. ALLEN. I do not want a and I do not want to 
accept it. I suggest to the Senator Connecticut that both 
the resolution and the amendment go to the Committee on the 


Mr. PEFFER. After sale. That remedy was proposed in the 
Republican State convention held the August preceding, if I 
remember correctly the month. A resolution was introduced 
giving it as the sense of the Republican party of the State that a 
redemption law allowing two years should be passed. It was fin- 
ally compromised after a very full discussion by able men in that 
convention by making it one year; and as a further compromise 
the next legislature passed an act making the redemption period 


a. eighteen months. That is ail that was done in that respect. A 
Mr. PLATT. Very well. question came up in the court afterwards whether the act applied 
Mr. BEFFBR I assume, Mr. President, that the object the | to contracts already existing at the time the law was passed. Tho 


court held that it did not. Afterwards the chief justice resigned. 
His successor was appointed by the Republican governor; and 
during the administration of the chief justice appointed by tho 
Republican governor a similar case (perhaps the same one) was 
brought to the attention of the court again; and then by a majority 
of the court it was held that the law applied to existing contracts 
as well as to those in future. I remember the case came to the 
a Court of the United States and the State court wis over- 
ruled. 

With those exceptions, there has been nothing attempted or 
enacted in any way affecting the relations between debtor and 
creditor in the State of Kansas. 

Yesterday I stole an hour or two from the Lord (if I may be 
allowed that expression) and ran through the statutes of Kansas 
for 1893 and 1895—one day last week I had gone through the stat- 
utes for 1891—in order to ascertain whether there had been any 
such legislation as that enacted in our State without my know!l- 
edge, and I found absolutely nothing. On the other hand, I found 
that thelegislature in several instances assisted cities in the refund- 
ing of their bonds and enabling them in different ways to pay 
their debts so that there should be no further difficulty about it. 
In every instance where there was any difficulty in the way of the 
people making proper provision for the payment of their debts at 
maturity the legislature, wherever it had the constitutional power, 


Srcequpedinastalantmumnmaieg tiediesee wae ave toon 
express concerning w ve been 
recently made in the press of the country and by some 
sen of eaninence im law and tm politics thes acme the Western 
States, and especially Nebraska and Kansas by name, are governed 
lawlessly; that they are under the rule ot men whose natural 
political tendencies are in harmony, working together toward 
anarchy, toward the revocation of contracts, toward the nullifi- 
cation of law. The Senator has meus case mildly and deco- 
rously, as he always does, and now the discussion seems to be 
pone wher pen I myself feel called upon to say something 
Some newspapers in New York City, Chicago, and other cities 
have taken occasion to go out of their way, outside of the legiti- 
mate course of , in order to make political capital out 
of misfortunes have befallen the Western people, and in doing 
so they have undertaken to brand us as men without honor, men 
without conscience, and that we are undertaking to rule the com- 
munity through the power of revol ideas. 
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came to the rescue of the people in order that our debts might be 
honestly paid. 

-And now, Mr. President, once for all, I take occasion to say 
that the people of Kansas are an honest people. They are brave, 
generous-hearted people. I have here a number of newspaper 
extracts (which I will not trouble the Senate with reading, nor 
will I have them placed in the Recorp at this time, unless the 
discussion continues further) in which a large number of the 
newspapers in our State are taking up the cause of the people. 
If no other good comes out of this discussion it will be that our 
Republican friends in that State have finally come to the con- 
clusion that through some of their own mismanagement, and 
through their partisan zeal, they have themselves injured the 
State . publishing to the world what the Populists were going 
to do, for political purposes only. 

Our people, I say, are an honest people. They are a brave and 
generous people. i anything has ever been given to them in the 
way of charity it has been repaid a thousandfold. I have in my 
mind’s eye now a train of twenty-odd cars going from the State of 
Kansas laden with corn for the succor of the people of the Ohio 
Valley in their distress at a time when the floods overtook them 
and destroyed their property. We have rendered assistance in 
many ways, in every available form, when it came in our way to 
do so. Ido hope that these attacks made upon the honesty and 
integrity of our people will cease. I have here, as I said, a num- 
ber of newspaper extracts in which this matter is brought to the 
attention rg the eople, and I think in every instance I have yet 
seen, with a Guat exception, the attacks are denounced as fraud- 
ulent and malicious; and these _ — are standing “up for 
their homes and for the honor of the folks at home. ; 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, the reso- 
lution, with the proposed amendment, will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

HOUSE BILIS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the mmeities on Claims: 

A bill (1. R. 180) to carry out the findings of the Court of Claims 
in the case of Augustus P. Burditt; and 

A bill (H. R. 2741) for the relief of Peter Cook, of Arkansas. 

The bill (H. R. 7083) to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors 
in the Capitol building, and for other purposes, was read twice b 
its — and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings an 
Grounds. 

The bill (H. R. 8418) to confirm certain cash entries of public 
lands was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

PROPOSED RESTRICTION OF IMMIGRATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of 2 0’clock havingarrived, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business, which 
will be stated. 

The Secretary. A bill (H.R. 7864) to amend the immigration 
laws of the United States. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. On the 5th day of June last the 
joint resolution (S.R.6) proposing an amendment to the Consti- 


by the votes of the qualified electors of the States, was made a 
special order for to-day at 2 o'clock. Iam not disposed, if it can 
be avoided, to antagonize nor displace the unfinished business, 
which is the immigration bill pending. I do desire, however, that 
some agreement can be had so that ost order shall hold its 
place and be considered at a very early day. 

Mr. MILLS: I wish to state to the Senator from Oregon and 
other Senators interested in the immigration bill that the Senator 
from Maryland [Mr. Grsson] has just been ——* to leave 
the Chamber on account of sickness. He was directed by his 


doctor to go home and take care of himself, and asked me to so. 


state to the Senate. I hope this measure, in which he feels a very 
great interest, will be laid over until he comes back. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I call the attention of the Senator from 
Texas to the fact that doubtless no one is di to speak upon 
the joint resolution proposing the election of United States Sen- 
ators by the people. I do not understand from the Senator from 
Oregon that such is the case; and necessarily, therefore, as the 
Senate will not be in a position to vote upon the joint resolution 
to-day, it must go over to another day. I hope the Senator from 
Oregon will not object to its going over another day; and then we 
can go on with the immigration bill. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I will state that so far as I am 
concerned ee: I donot desire to discuss the joint resolution 
further. I have discussed it at length on several occasions at pre- 
vious sessions of the Senate. It has also been discussed at consid- 
erable length by Senators on both sides of the Chamber, by Sen- 
ators favoring the constitutional amendment and by Senators 
opposing the amendment. I was in hopes that we might be able 
to reach a vote upon it; and unless some Senator indicates a de- 
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election of last November. I 

voted upon, if it is voted upon, 

Republicans, Silver Repu 

Palmer and Buckner Democrats will all v 

no votes for this Populist 

= party in the Senate. 

if the Senator from Oregon would 
Mr. MITCHELL of . Lean 

from New Hampshire is justified 

proposition, in view of the 

upon the committee of which he 

joined in a report favoring the 

further fact, as I think he will find 

vote, that more than one-half of the 


in favor of the pa 
Mr. CHAND . The Republican members of the committee 
who joined with the Senator from were, in m 
overcome by the seductive influences of the Senator : 
and formed their opinion too hastily. I trust 
instructed by the result of the late , they now 
this ition to overturn the ancient ways 
change the Constitution for the first time in the 
try, so far as the form of on the Government 
is wholly and utterly vicious. is one reason why 
necessary to delay the vote, in order to cae the two Senators 
the Senator from Oregon allow him to 
majority report (the 
ure prior to the presen 
of their ways and join in 
it v MITCHELL . Onna been 
Yr. oO ‘ 
es regard to the effect Pipe Faker 
elsewhere, I am encouraged to in 
haps it is a vain hope, that I may succeed ultimately in 
the Senator from New Hampshire to a correct view of this 
sition. If the Senator does 
proceed to the consideration of the joint resolution. i 
Mr. FRYE. That would displace the unfinished business, as 
the Senator knows. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Such a vote would test the sense 
of the Senate. 
Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator has always been entirely cour- 
resolution 


that the Senator would consent to let fora 
ere a view of ascertaining further is 
n q 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. As I stated in the outset, I hesi- 
tate to do anything that will the measure—that 
tution of the United States, providing for the election of Senators | is, the immigration 


, providing 
in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide and re- 
serving the public lands for that purpose, which, by unanimous 
eenenny SSeS aay Weer understand, after the disposition of the 

Mr. CHANDLER. I am not willing to have the joint resolu- 
tion made the unfinished business. Senator from Massachu- 
settsin charge of the immigration bill I do not now see in the Cham- 

. Why would it not be satisfactory to the Senator to make it 
special order for next Menta ahPa'leele Isuggest 
order prevails over the unfinished business. 


Mr. FRYE. It does not. ; 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I desire to submit that question 
to the Presi Officer. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I admit the Senator can make the motion, 
of course, but, as I said, it would divide the Senate. I suggestto 
the Senator that until the debate is exhausted not 
divide the Senate on the question, and that he ought to 
to make the joint resolution a special order for some day in 
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Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. This 

orders, I have discovered during my 

not amount to very much. 

Mr. FRYE. Not to anything. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. It not really amount 
thing, ne engages hy he Sa Here is a special 
order so y made on the 5th of June last, and yet I am told, 
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entitled ‘An act to repeal section 61 of ‘An act to reduce taxation, 


takes precedence and the special falls, So, in view of all the | to ide revenue for the Government, and for other purposes,’” 
circumstances, , as I firmly do, that I can move at an ilichs hettene a law Aw t 28, 1894, 
time I see proper when con wet the floor to take up this pened: Mr.PLATT. I movethattheSenate disagree tothe amendments 
tion, I notice at an early date, when opportunity | of the House of Representatives and request a committee of con- 
ts, move to eae to the consideration of Senate | ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 
joint resolution No.6 will enable the immigration bill to | The motion was agreed to. 
disposed of at this time. By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
Mr TT. That course is best. t the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. PLarvr, 


appoin 
ae ALDRICH, and Mr. Jones of Arkansas were appointed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, requested the Senate to return to the 
House of ne the bill (H.R.3771) for the relief of 
Stratton H. Benscoter. 

The m also announced that the House had passed a con- 
current resolution providing for the adjournment of the two 
Houses of Congress on Tuesday, the 22d day of December, 1896, 
until 12 o’clock meridian on Tuesday, January 5, 1897; in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker of the House 
had ed the following enrolled bills : 

A bill (H. R. 2604) to increase the pension of Caroline A. Hough, 
widow of Brig. Gen. John Hough ; and 

A bill (H. R. 4354) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Gould Carr, 
widow of the late Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Carr, United States Vol- 
unteers, deceased. 

HOLIDAY RECESS. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate the 
resolution from the House of Representatives in relation to the 
holida: eee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Burrows inthechair). The 
Chair lays before the Senate a concurrent resolution of the House 
of Representatives, which will be read: 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That when 
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the recess for a vote on the bill, I am perfectly willing to | S4journed until 12 selock meridiah oa Tuesday Janaary wr ee ane 
let 2 go Tol to-da it — aaee a bill over and tea 2s. HALRB. I ners that that resolution be referred to the Com- 
land when he wanted to go to Annapolis one day; and I have tried | “ 7,, wesiion ee —_ 

agreed to. 
Pat Sues MaPirenlay ta wiese tad Soni Sestietel 6 simnen onze 
other business in . LTamvery anxious to haveay Mr. SHERMAN. If there is no special business fixed for to-day, 
the Senate upon it. If we can come to an agreement a | [suggest that wetake up the pensicn cases which are pending on the 
vote before the holiday recess, I shall be very happy to putit over | Calendar = —ae with their consideration. I believe there 
now. are a number of them. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? The Chair 
— none, and the first pension case on the Calendar wi!l be 
8 . 
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CELESTIA R. BARKY. 


The bill (H.R.1891) granting a pension to Celestia R. Barry 
was announced as first in order. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What was done with the bill (S. 894) grant- 
ing a pension to Nancy G. Allabach, which stands on the Calendar 
ahead of the bill the title of which has just been stated? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that that 
bill was vetoed by the President, and has not been called up. 

The bill (H. R. 1891) granting a pension to Celestia R. Barry 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place upon the pension roll the name of Celestia R. Barry, widow i 
of Claudius C. , deceased, late a private in Captain Connor’s 
Company, Bell’s Regiment Mexican War Volunteers, and to allow 


: . her a pension of th. 
Mr. LODG Without further debate. LI agree to that entirel “The bill wai Scowted ts the Senate without amendment, ordered 
The VICE- ; aa The = rong 4 to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
unanimous consent that final vote taken re = WILLIAM F, JOHNSON. 
Is there o ? The Chair hears = ‘s it es ae | The i 2184) presting a pension to William F. Johnson was 
Mr. LO: Then, nest announced as next in order. 
Merylana’ I fee = me ae of eaten Mr. COCKRELL. That bill has been adversely reported, and I 


do not know why it should not be indefinitely postponed, so as to 
get it off the Calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that the 
bill was once indefinitely postponed and then that the vote by 


table, which came from of tatives. which it was indefinitely postponed was reconsidered and the bill 
PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the | Placed upon the Calendar. 
joi by the Mr. KRELL. Very well. Let it remain on the Calendar, 
Mr. FRYE. The immigration bill is informally laid aside. then. 


SARAH WEEDON JONES. 

The bill (H. R. 1178) granting a pension to Sarah Weedon Jones 
Was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place 
upon the pension roll the name of Sarah Weedon Jones, former 
widow of John H. Weedon, deceased, who was a sergeant in Com- 
pany I, Fourth United States Infantry, in the Mexican war, and 

pay her a pension of $8 per month. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 


to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. LUCY A, ALLEN, 


The bill (H. R. 2969) to grant a pension to Mrs. Lucy A. Allen 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It ype to 
place on the pension roll the name of Mrs. Lucy A. Alien, widow 
of Capt. William R. Allen, late of Company C, Third Regiment 
Kansas Volunteer Infantry, and to pay her a pension of $20 per 
month. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the report, submitted by Mr. GALLINGER 
May 23, 1896, as follows: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2960) 
granting a pension to Lucy A. Allen, have examined the same and report: 

The report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House of Repre- 
=" hereto appended is adopted, and the passage of the bill is recom- 
mended. 

HOUSE REPORT. 

The petitioner, L A. Allen, is the widow of William R. Allen, late 
in Company C, Third Regiment Kansas Volunteers. She applied tothe oe 
Bureau for a pension, and herapplication was rejected upon the g that 
her husband could not be recogn as in the service of the United States. 

The evidence shows that Captain Allen enlisted in said company and regi 
pene ag ; issioned captain by governor of Kansas on the 

of July, 1361. 


‘he regiment rendered service and was under control of the United States 
officers until it was mustered out on the I4th day of February, 1842. 

At the time the regiment was mustered out Captain Allen was a prisoner 
oo aeees of the enemy, and he was mustered out or dischargec at some 

The widow is very poor, having no means of support and no property. 

The committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to ask if the amount proposed 
by the bill is the amount that is allowed by law to the widow of a 
captain? 

r. SHERMAN. I am not able to answer the question, but 
some member of the Committee on Pensions no doubt can do so. 

Mr. PLATT. What is the amount named in the bill? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Twenty dollars. 

Mr. HAWLEY and Mr. PLATT. That is a captain's pension. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

NANCY B. PRINCE, 

The bill (H. R. 1827) granting a pension to Nancy B. Prince, 
widow of Elbert Prince, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to place upon the pension roll the name of 
Nancy B. Prince, widow of Elbert Prince, late private of com- 

nies commanded by Captains Christmas and Spirey, Georgia 

Jolunteers, Indian war of 1836, and to pay her a pension of $8 per 
month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PHGBE M. WOOLLEY PALMETER. 


The bill (H. R. 1599) granting a pension to Phasbe M. Woolley 
Palmeter was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
ne to place upon the pension roll the name of Phebe M. 

Woolley Palmeter, daughter of Jonathan Woolley, who was a 
soldier and pensioner of the Revolutionary war, at $12 per month. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report in that case be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the report, submitted by Mr. Perrzr May 
26, 1896, as follows: 

The Committee on Pensions, te whom was referred the bill (H. RB. 1599) 
granting a peusion to Phabe M. Woolley Palmeter, have examined the same 
and report: 

The Tapert of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House of Repre- 
—— hereto appended is adopted, and the passage of the bill is recom- 
mended. 

HOUSE REPORT. 

The claimant is a daughter of Jonathan Woolley, who served for sixteen 
months asa a in Captain Capron'’s compeny of Vermont Volunteers in 
the war of the Revolution. The soldier was a pensioner at the time of his 
pray - an his widew, Anna Woolley, drew a pension up to about 1858, 
when she died. 

lt is shown by the testimony of J. L. Short, Edward R. D. Mayne, and Albert 
L. York, citizens of Madison County, N. Y., that the claimant is about 80 years 
old, very infirm, and entirely without property or income, she being entirely 
a dent upon others for support 

t further appears that her husband, Russell Palmeter, died in 1990, and 
that she has since remained his widow; also that she is a woman of ex t 
character and one who enjoys the respect of everyone who knows her. 

There are several precedents for the allowance of pensions to the aged and 
destitute daughters of Revolutionary soldiers, and in view of the facts stated 
above the passage of the biilis respectfully recommended. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I have uniformly opposed similar bills, and 
have made a contest over a number of them, but finally they 
yailed. I simply desire to place myself on record as opposed to 
the principle involved in this bill. ; 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendmeut, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ALICE V. COOK, 

The bill (S. 3151) granting a pension to Alice V. Cook, 

Paul, Nebr., invalid daughter of John Y. Cook, deceased, la 


Company B, Eighth Regiment Kansas Volunteer Infantry, was 
consilessd as in Cammegiien anti aae 

The bill was from 
amendment, i 8, before the word “dollars, 
‘twenty-five ” and insert ‘‘twelve;” so as to make the bill read: 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amend. 
ment reported by the Committee on Pensions. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
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CHARLES EDSON. 
The bill (S, 2481) granting a 
sidered as in Committee of 
the pension roll, at $50 per month, the Charles Edson, 
late a private in Company C, Fifth Regiment New Hampshire 


Volunteer 4 
Me COCKRELL, That bill to pay $50 a month to a 
private soldier. Let the read. ' 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 
The Secretary read the report, submitted by Mr. Cannon May 
26, 1896, as follows: 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2481) grant- 
to Charles $ 
op - eanen, hove aaneeee same and report: 
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CHARLOTTE A. WELTON. 

The bill (H. R. 3152 pension to Charlotte elton 

warnuulienlin ie feat ot ae eae It ai to 

place on the pension roll the name of Charlotte A. W. 


widow 
First Lieut. John A. W eer eee 
Indiana and to &@ pension of $17 a month in 
lieu of the pension amurie , 
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The bill was reported to the Senate ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ANDREW BR. LADD. 
of Andrew R. Ladd 


iar Ee ee te os 
as in Committee Whole. 
place on the pension roll the name of Andrew R. Ladd, late» pr 


je lrg ce om Thirtieth Wisconsin Volun 
Infantry, to month 
peumien he cena & pension of $12 per in lieu of any 


HIRAM P. PAULEY. 
The bill (H. R. for the relief of Hiram P. 
sidered an tx Commattoorel the Winks It 
roll the name of Hiram P. Pauley. Lee 
¥ raid militia of Seventh Indiana Legion, and to pay to him 
tir. Cockaibs., Let the report be read in that case. 


The report will be read. 
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The bill was reported to theSenate without amendment, ordered 


to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS, LAURA A, NELSON. 


mting a pension to Mrs. Laura A. Nelson, 
Committee of the Whole. The bill was 
with an amendment 

before the word “dollars,” to strike out “‘ twenty-five % 
and insert ““twenty;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to on ion roll, at the rate of $20 per 
month, the name of Laura A. Nelson, widow of the late Capt. Theodore Nel- 
son, of the Twenty-sixth Michigan Infantry. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. COCKRELL. I move to add to the bill the words, “in 
lieu of the pension she is now receiving.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurrred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and ‘ 

The title wasamended soas to read: “‘A bill granting an increase 
of pension to Mrs. Laura A. Nelson.” 


MARY L. BACON, 


The bill (H. BR. 5400) to increase the pension of Mary L. Bacon, 
widow of the late George B. Bacon, late lieutenant-commander of 
the United States Navy, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It to pay to Mary L. Bacon, widow of the late 
George B. lieutenant-commander, United States Navy, a 
pension of $40 dollars per month during her widowhood, in place 
a” ws e month, which she is now receiving. 

e bill was reported to-the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
SARAH ANN WIBLE. 


The bill (H. R. 5311) granting a pension to Sarah Ann Wible 
considered 


The bill (S. 2126) 
considered as 


was as in ittee of the Whole. It pepo to 
place upon ion roll the name of Sarah Ann Wible, depend- 
ent mother of John Wible, deceased, late of Company B, First 


Indiana Heavy Artillery, at $12per month. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MARY PRINCE. 
The bill (H. R. 1825) granting a pension to Mary Prince, widow 
of Ellis , was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
to —s upon the pension roll the name of Mary Prince, 
Captain mg cata ee gy : of ey commanded by 
i i rgia Volunteers, and late member of 
company commanded by Captain Spirey, Georgia Volunteers, 
both of Indian war of 1836, and to pay her a pension of $8 per 
month, to continue during her widowhood. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JACKSON OSBORN. 


The bill (S. 3199) granting a pension to Jackson Osborn was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension roll the name of Jackson Osborn, late private of Com- 

ny B, Forty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at $30 a month, in 
Bou of the pension he is now receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be for a third reading, read the third time, and passed 

The title was amended so as toread: “A bill granting an increase 
pension to Jackson Osborn.” 

EDWARD STANLEY. 
The bill (S. 3198) granting a pension to Edward Stanley was 
as in ittee of the Whole. It proposes fo place 
on the pension roll the name of Edward Stanley, who served as a 
private of Company G, Twelfth Regiment Maine Infantry Vol- 
unteers, at $24 per month, in lien of the pension he is now re- 


The bill was reported tothe Senate without amendment, ordered 
for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 
The title was amended soastoread: ‘‘A bill granting an increase 


of pension to Edward Stanley.” 
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WILLIAM H, H. WRIGHT, 

The bill (S. 2949) granting an increase of pension to William 
- H. H. Wright, of McPherson, an _— considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes lace on the pension roll the 
name of William H. H. Wright, of Mc herson, Kans. , late of Com- 
pany G, Thirty-fifth Regiment Iowa Volunteer Infantry, at $30 
per month, in lieu of the pension he is now drawin 

The bill was reported to the Senate without crmeadandiit. ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

RICHARD BROOKINS. 

The bill (S. 1690) granting a pension to eigere Brookins was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. roposes to place 
on the pension roll, at $12 per month, the name of thi chard Brooki 
who served under that name in ps M and H of the Ninth 
Regimei_t of United States Cavalry irom February 5, 1867, to Feb- 
ruary 5, 1872, and from January 2, 1882, to January 8, 1887, and 
under the name of Dick Spencer in ‘Company K, One hundred and 
twenty-third United States Colored Troops, from October 12, 1864, 
to October 16, 1865. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ALVAH A, EATON. 

The bill (S. 2267) granting a pension to Alvah A. Eaton was 
considered as in Committée of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 
amendment, in line 7, after the word “‘and,” to strike out “rate 
him according to es degree of his disability, i in lieu of the pension 
he is now drawing insert ‘‘grant him a pension at the rate 
of $24 per month; . oa as to make fhe t bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension Pom subject to — provisions 
and limitations of wa on laws, the name of Al . Eaton, late of Com- 
pany A, Twenty- New York Infantry Voluntasen. and grant him a pen- 
sion at the rate of oe month. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move to amend the committee amend- 
ment by adding at the end of the bill the words ‘“‘in lieu of the 
pension he is now receiving.” 

The amendment to the amendment was _ to. 

The amendment as amended was a; 

The bill was reported to the Senate as camehdl and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

_ The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill granting an increase 
of pension to Alvah A. Eaton.” 


JAMES M. SIMERAL. 


The bill (S. 2605) granting an increase of pension to James M, 
Simeral was consi/lered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
oses to place on the pension roll the name of James M. Simeral, 
ate first lieutenant of Company L, First Iowa Cavalry, and to pay 
him a pension of $30 per month, in lieu of the pension he is now 

receivin 
The bili was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 
CELIA A. JEFFERS. 


The bill (8S. 2445) increasing the pension of Celia A. Jeffers to 
the sum of $30 per month was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to increase the pension of Mrs. Celia A. Jef- 
fers, widow of Aaron Jeffers, deceased, late sergeant of Company 
F, Nineteenth Regiment Michigan Volunteer Infantry, to $30 per 
month, in lieu of her present pension. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
FRANKLIN ©. PLANTZ. 

The bill (S. 950) granting increase of pension to Franklin CO. 
Plantz was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 
amendment, in line 5, after the word ‘‘ Plantz,” to strike out “‘ of 
Hay Sprizgs, Nebr.;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to increase the pension of Franklin ©. Plantz, late ‘cor- 
poral of Company C 
month. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I suggest a further amendment, to insert 
- at the end of the bill the words: 

Said pension to be in lieu of that he is now receiving. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL A. SMITH. 


The bill (S. 2702) granting | an increase of pension to Samuel A. 
Smith was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 
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prigadier-general, Seventh Iowa Cavalry S Veeeiaen to pay 
her a pension of $30 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendmen: ent, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, passed, 

MARIA GIBBONS. 

The bill (H. R. 2405) granting a to Maria Gibbons was 
considered as in Somerton <6 ea It Shien eh ee 
on the pension roll the name of Maria of ' 
Gibbons, late captain of Company B rire Be Battalion Arkansas 
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The bill (H. R. 1062) to grant a pension to Armstead M. Raw- 
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the pension roll the name of Frances E. tein,| The amendment was agreed to. 

W. Helfenstein, late first lieutenant and mu. | The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


The bill (H. R. 1820 
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JANE FISHER, 


The bill (H. R. 4604) granting a pension to Jane Fisher was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension roll the name of Jane Fisher, widow of Henry Fisher, 
late private of Company B, Seventeenth Kentucky Cavalry, and 
to pay her a pension of $8 per month. 

bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
toa third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MARY SPRAGUE. 


The bill (S. 2916) granting an increase of pension to Mary 
e@ was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions, with an 
amendment, in line 7, before the word ‘‘ dollars,” to strike out 
“twenty-four” and insert “ twenty;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


au and directed to place the name of Mary Sprague, a volunteer 
nurse in the late war, on the pension roll, subject to the provisiens and lim- 


as in Committee of the Whole. 


ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

BYRON COTTON. 

The bill (H. R. 1022) to increase the pension of Byron Cotton 
was considered as in Committee.of the Whole. It proposes to 
aoe upon the pension roll the name of Byron Cotton, late of 

pany & Twenty-fourth Iowa Infantry Volunteers, at $50 a 
mon lieu of the pension he is now receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

GEORGE V. BARNARD. 


The bill (H. R. 6466) to increase the pension of George V. Bar- 
nard was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to increase the pension now allowed to George V. Barnard, late a 

ate of Company BE, Ninety-fifth Regiment [linois Infantry 
olun , to $50 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY C. THOMPS:)N. 
The bill (H. R. 8755) to increase the pension of Mary C. Thomp- 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
ease the pension of Mary C. Thompson, widow of Dr. Fillmore 


The bill (H. R. ee) ps @ pension to Catharine Darragh 
‘was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place on the pension roll the name of Catharine Darragh, widow 
of John Darragh, late a private in Company H, One hundred and 


am incrense of to Orleina —— a Volunteer Infantry, and to pay her a pension 
Ss ; monta. 
to was considered as ps $ the bin was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 


to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
GEORGE W. PALMER. 


The bill (S. aces) peas = increase of pension to George W. 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 

— to place on the pension roll the name of George W. Palmer, 
te a sdivete of ee B, Tenth Regiment United States In- 
fantry, at $24 per month, in lieu of the pension he is now receiving. 
The was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


AUGUSTUS G,. CARY, 


The bill (H. R. 4405) grauting a pension to Augustus G. Cary 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
lace on the pension rol] the name of Augustus G. Cary, late 
Erst lieutenant, United States Revenue Marine, and to pay him a 
pension of $30 per month. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
‘to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


OLIVER P. SILVEY, 


The bill (8. 877) granting an increase of pension to Oliver P. 
vey, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


W. Clark, a soldier in the war 
month. 
amendment, ordered 


considered as in ttee of the 


B, Second — United States Cav- 
of the pension he now receives. 
the Senate without amendment, ordered 


JOEN COOMBS. 


ttee of the It to 


widow of Francis J. Zeigenheim, late Be it enacted, ete. t the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

Dragoons Mexi authorized Gindctod to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 

aD Pore the — a Se name - Oliver ez: ie of 

pan ndiana Infantry, at the rate o 0 a month, in 
See Wl tks thant icin nee tonne g. 


The amendment was agreed to. 





the Senate without t, ordered 
third time, —— 


144 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
‘Ment was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. = 


RANSOM 5S. ANGELL. 


The bill (S. 3152) granting an increase of sion to Ransom S. 
Angell, late private of Company G, First Regiment Wisconsin 
Cavalry, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 
amendment, in line 7, before the word “dollars,” to strike out 
“twenty-five” and insert “‘seventeen;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the roll the nameof Ransom 
8. Anon. late private in Company G, First Wisconsin Cavalry, ami 
pay him a peusion of $17 per month, im lieu of the pension he is now re 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed, 

MRS. ELIZA G. PYNE. 

The bill (H. R. 3990) ting a ion to Mrs. Eliza G. e 
was considered as in Gutenttles Pf the Whole. It ae 
place on the pension roll, at $20 per month, the name of Mrs. Eliza 
C. Pyne, widow of Charles M. Frees, who was captain of unas- 
signed company of the Forty-second Regiment United States 
Infantry. ‘ 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, or 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. : 

MARGARET J. YOUNG. 


The bill (H. B.9139) granting a pension to Margaret J. Young 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place upon the pension roll the name of Margaret J. Young, de- 
pendent foster mother of John H. Jones, late a private in Com- 
pany F, Twenty-fifth Minois Volunteer Infantry, and to pay her 
a — of $12 per month. 

he bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
HENRY FARMER. 

The bill (S. 396) ting a to Henry Farmer was con- 

sidered as in Co: ttee of the ole. Tt cen oes to place on the 
ion roll the name of Henry Farmer, late private in Captain 
P Second Regiment Tennessee Mounted Infantry, 

r. 


Mr. GALLINGER. I move toamend the bill by adding at the 
close “‘and pay him a pension at the rate of $12 per month.” 
The amen was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, and the amend- 
ment io concurred in. e ie 
was ordered to be engrossed a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 
ROBERT SMALLS. 
The bill (H. R. 1874) to place name of Robert Smalls on the 
pension roll was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
to restore to the pension roll the name of Robert Smalls 
ate a pilot in the United States Navy, and to pay him a pension 
of — —— BN . 
1¢e bill was reported mate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARY MARTIN, 

The bill (H.R. 1890 granting a ion to Mary Martin was 
considered as in Commies of Whole. It to on 
a ion rob the — of vue be - James = 

i rivate in Company hundred twenty-fifth 
enn New York Volunteers, and to pay her a pension of $12 
per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without <.:-= ent, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

THERESA PEEBLES. 

The bill (H. R. 4355) to increasethe pension of 
of Jefferson County, Ga., was consi 
Whole. It proposes to increase the of Theresa of 
Jefferson County, Ga., a widow of a soldier of the war of 1812, 
from $12 to $18 per month. 

Tne bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LENA D. SMITH. 

Mr. VILAS. From theCommittee on Pensions I desire to 
back without amen/‘iment the bill (S. 3381) ting a 
Lena D. Smith, and I ask for its i ion. I will state 
that a similar bill was the last session by the Senate and 
I am informed also e House, but it failed at the last moment 
of the session te receive the signature of the President, 


Peebles, 


Theresa 
as in Committee of the | 


the pension roll the name of Lena D. Smith, 
eneral United States Volunteers, to pay to her a pension of 


month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. MORRILL. I movethat the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 


The motiou was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the 

sideration of executive business. After ten im exes 
Saoeies ps an} che Sone (at 3 and 3 
December 15, een, 0055 Cusae eoaliiee: . , 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate December 1}, 18965 
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSIONER. 

Charles A. Prouty, of Vermont, to be an Interstate 
Commissioner, for the term ending December 81, 1901, 
Wheelock G. Veazey, ~ 

POSTMASTERS. j 

William M. Moss, to be at in the 
of Greene and State of Tnbiana, tn the place of William Le toed 
hower, removed. . 
county of Wianiaas mak a town, tee ~peenan ol 

Or ee ee 
ident on and after October 1, 
Lyman D. 'Thurston, to be at Leicester, in 
orcester and State of the appointment of 
con ee Se ; 
on and after October 1, 
PROMOTION IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 


be a 
of the U: States, 


JUSTICE OF THE PEACE. 
Lewis I, O'Neal, of the District of Colum 
Lo be ancignea te the clay of Wienaaien, 
PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. 


George H. Perkins, United States Navy, 
cnntedaoe ke tholiney, on te GM Ue tes a a 


, 1896. 
xian Commande John P; Marly bea commander th 
oriek W Checker, ree Eaton, to be: commander in 

; a 
= “from the 10th dag’ of Movember, 1206, vice Commander 


_ 
Lieut. ——— P. to be a lientenant-commander in 
from emg ee , 1896, vice Lieut. 


Y Daniel P. to be 
; a 
doy of Febrenry 1000, vies 


Lieut. ( 
aheutenant in 
ey yt 


to be of 
inc of ie 


avy, from the 
Fey ban O:Chun, tobe 
the 18th day of 


Geade) Daniel P- 
Lieut. Benjaunin 





Asst. Paymaster Philip V. Mohun, to be a passed assistant pay- 
- master in the Navy, from the 14th day of August, 1896, vice P. A. 
Paymaster John 8. Carpenter, promoted. 

Paymaster Daniel A. Smith, to be a pay inspector in the Navy, 
from the 10th day of October, 1896, vice Pay Inspector Worthing- 
ton Goldsborough, retired. 

P. A. Paymaster Livingston Hunt, to be a paymaster in the Navy, 
from the 10th day of October, 1896, vice Paymaster Daniel A. Smith, 
promoted. 

Asst. Paymaster Martin McMahon Ramsay, to be a passed assist- 
ant paymaster in the Navy, from the 10th day of October, 1896, 
vice P. A. Paymaster Livingston Hunt, promoted. 

P. A. Paymaster John A. Mudd, to be a paymaster in the Navy, 
from the ist day of November, 1896, vice Paymaster Henry T. 
Skeiding, retired. 

Asst. Paymaster Guy G. Rodgers, to be a passed assistant pay- 
master in the Navy, from the ist day of November, 1896 (subject 
to the examinations required by law), vice P..A. Paymaster John 
A. Mudd, promoted. 

George G. Seibels, a citizen of Alabama, to be an assistant Rey 
master in the Navy, from the 3ist day of August, 1896, to a 
vacancy existing in that grade. 

Edmund W. Bonnaffon, a citizen of Pennsylvania, to be an 
assistant — in the Navy, from the 7th day of November, 
1896, to fill a vacancy existing in that grade. 

Medical Inspector Daniel McMurtrie, to be a medical director in 
the Navy,from the 3d day of September, 1896, vice Medical 
Director David Kindleberger, retired. : 

Surg. John L. Neilson, to be a medical inspector in the Navy. 
from the 3d day of September, 1896, vice Medical Inspector Daniel 
McMurtrie, promoted. 

P, A. Surg. John M,. Edgar, to be a surgeon in the Navy, from 
the he day of September, 1896, vice Surg. John L. Neilson, pro- 
moted. 

P. A. Surg. Thomas C. Craig, to bea surgeon in the Navy, from 
the — day of October, 1896, vice Surg. Daniel M. Guiteras, 
retired. 

P, A. Surg. Philip Leach, to be a surgeon in the Navy, from the 
15th ae of November, 1896, vice Surg. Alexander F. Magruder, 
retired. 

George D. Costigan, a citizen of California, to be an assistant 
surgeon in the Navy, from the 11th day of August, 1896, to filla 
vacancy existing in that grade. 

Middleton S. Elliott, a citizen of South Carolina, to be an assist- 
ant surgeon in the Navy, from the 6th day of October, 1896, to fill 
a ot oe in that grade. 

Frank L. Pleadwell, a citizen of Massachusetts, to be an assist- 
ant surgeon in the Navy, from the 24th day of October, 1896, to fill 
a vacancy existing in that grade. 

Dudley N. Carpenter, a citizen of New Hampshire, to be an 
assistant surgeon in the ae from the 24th day of October, 1896, 
to filla vacancy existing in that po 

Daniel H. Morgan, a citizen of West Virginia, to be an assist- 
ant surgeon in the Navy, from the 27th day of November, 1896, to 
fill a vacancy existing in that grade. : 

The following-named graduates of the Naval Sonn to be 
ensigns in the Navy, from the ist day of July, 1896, to vacan- 
cies existing in that e on that date, viz: 

Irvin V. Gillis, a citizen of New York. 

Ridley McLean, a citizen of Tennessee. 

Raymond Stcne, a citizen of Alabama. 

David F. Sellers, a citizen of New Mexico. 

Charles Webster, a citizen of Massachusetts, 

John T. Tompkins, a citizen of Louisiana. 

Provoost Babin, a citizen of New York. 

Simon P. Fullinwider, a citizen of Missouri, 

Lewis B. Jones, a citizen of New York. 

Stephen V. Graham, a citizen of Michigan. 

Ernest L. Bennett, a citizen of usetts. 

Fritz L. Sendoz, a citizen of Louisiana. 

John McC. Luby, a citizen of Texas. 

William P. Scott, a citizen of Pennsylvania. 

Arthur G. Kavanagh, a citizen of Nebraska. 

Marlton F. Snow, a citizen of Maine. 

Charles 8S. Bookwalter, a citizen of Mlinois. 

Roscoe ©. Bulmer, a citizen of Nevada. 

Gilbert 8. Galbraith, a citizen of Pennsylvania. 

Roscoe , a citizen of Pennsylvania. 

Robert W. McNeely, a citizen of North Carolina. 

Walter 8. Turpin, a citizen of Maryland. 

George L. P. Stone, a citizen of Georgia. 

William S. Whitted, a citizen of North Carolina. 

Robert H. Osborn, a citizen of New York. 

Walter J. Manion, a citizen cf Louisiana. 

George E. Gelm, a citizen of New York. 

Clarence England, a citizen of Arkansas. 

The following-named graduates of the Naval Academy, to be 


Boling K. McMorris, a 
Alfred W. Hinds, a citizen 
Roscoe C. Moody, a citizen 
ee a a “a - Carolina, 
ph H. ppell, a citizen of Michigan. 

Joseph M. Reeves, a citizen of Mlinois. 
_— T. Cooper, a citizen of Delaware. 

enry T. Baker, a citizen of Ohio. 
Frank Lyon, a citizen of Kentucky. 
coord ‘Wine! "I Scien nt Georgia. 

ory P, @ 
Edwin H. De Lany, a citizen of Tennessee. 
First Lieut. Littleton W. T 
, to be a captain in said 

1896, vice Capt. Stephen LS cman 

Second Lieut. Al 8. ore, United 
to be a, first lieutenant in said 
1896, vice First Lieut. Littleton W. 

Melville J. Shaw, a graduate of 
citizen of Minnesota, to be a second 
States Marine corps from the ist day of July, 1896. 
existing in that e. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed vy the Senate December 10, 1896, 
CONSULS. — 

Frank D. Hill, of Minnesota, formerly consul at La Gua: to 
be consul of the United States ai santos, Brazil. — 

Samuel M. Simmons, of Texas, to be cons"! of the United States 
at Piedras N Mexico. 

George B. Kedzie, of Mexico, to be consul of the United States 
at ee Mexico. 

Paul Wiesike, of Texas, to be consul of the United States at 
“ieee i. Waleed 

Horace L. Wa gton, of Texas, to be consul of the United 
States at Alexandretta, S 

Walter B. Barker, of 
= la Grande, Cuba, to be consul of 


ppi, formerly commercial tat 
the United States at that 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MonpDay, December 14, 1896. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. 
Henry N. CoupEn. by 


ap ren ee proceedings of Friday last was read and 
pro 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled ae see 
hed eceentnes 500 eS fol- 


HOLIDAY RECESS, 


Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am instructed 
tee on Ways and Means to immediate consideration 
concurrent resolution to the holiday recess. ‘ 4 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved by the House of (the Senate . 
= Houses adjourn 21 Tuseday, the £84 ~~ of December, they stand 
The concurrent resolution was adopted. 


a. 


the House on the disagreeing 

and had appointed Mr. Piatt, 

Arkansas as the conferees on the 
The message also announced 


















amendment of the House of ves to the bill aoe 
to amend Title LX, chapter 3, of the Revised Statutes, ting to 
copyrights. 


oteneal Gus te) pos Bees 
tA tll (8.8388) No amend an ane ees 


ee ee 
printions Ser Be sypsirenten ne cm een See nee =f ts 
Boblic works on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes,” passed 


EASTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS. 


Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. ,1 ask unanimous consent 
for the consideration of bill (H.R. 94 9469) to constitute 
a new res ae 
wine ee cfterms of court at Bonumoat, for 
the a 

The 


a 


oS 


or 
the 
Dent, Phat of Fin os district courts 
tsaid city ot of 
mont which charge es hx of 
Src. 5. That so m' of all acts or parts of acts as are in conflict herewith 
are hereby 
Is there to the present considera- 
tion of this bill ee 


Sls weaunite the amain of on 


ad mal 
Mr. COOPER al et This is a bill which 
both Houses of the last session and went to 
President, but co late te ae he did oo oe 
i ee on the 
Judiciary. The bill wok provide fore appotuien faambet on 
ke at another 
point in the 
ae Why is it necessary to have a new district 
ere 
Mr. 


COOPER of Texas. The bill does not make a new dis- 
trict; aoe a new division of the eastern district. 
Mr. HO All there is in i gor + Ng ee aap 
ee en een another? 
Mr. COOPER of Texas. No; it not do that; it simply 
makes another division in the existing district. It does not in 
any counties from another 


holding of court at another 


time ; pa ec pris Tae aaah pg yr 


passed, 
On motion of Mr. COOPER of T a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


REQUEST FOR RETURN OF A BILL. 


os pinn enaiaaion dan resolution which Tvond to the Genk. | 


oo BRIDGE ACROSS THE OUACHITA RIVER. 
TNER. Mr. Speaker, consent for the 
consideration of wittes Gh een Ce a “to authorize 


is 





will perce be yor ad to read the 
eee read instead 
DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I think the bill ought to be read. 








and Foreign Commerce, insertin 
pe ab “and the police jury of the parish of Ouachita,” 


third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and 

























the mayor and city council of Monroe, La., to construct a traffic 


I think it 


across the Ouachita River —— said city.” 
T ask that the 


ill at length. 


The bill was read at length. 
TheSPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 


of this bill? 


There was no objection. 

An amendment recommended by the Committee on Interstate 
after the word ‘‘ Monroe,” the 
was 
ted. 

e bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 


The title was amended by adding the words “‘ and the police 


jury of the parish of Ouachita” after the word ‘‘ Monroe.” 


On motion of Mr. BOATNER, a motion to reconsider the vote 


by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


JOEN J. GUERIN, 


Mr. BINGHAM, Mr.8 er, I ask unanimous consent for the 
t consideration of the bill (H. R. 8197) for the relief of 
ohn T. Guerin. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it ge., That the Secre f the Navy be, and he is hereb 
Sheed nel tecoind i amend ae A Ee ahpente of ‘So . 7 aoe fom 


as corporal oft the - Corps at Portsmouth, December 
= a and grant him an honorable discharge in his rightful ke John J. 


"The ‘bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, aud passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill for the 
relief of John J. Guerin 

On motion of Mr. BINGHAM, @ motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

CHARLES T, TROWBRIDGE, ETC. 

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill which I send to the desk, 
H. R. 7282, for the relief of Charles T. Trowbridge and others. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


it enacted, etc., That Charles T. Trowbridge shall be held and considered 
p ve been mustered into ser as a captain, George D. Walker as a first 
wy ne John A. Trowbri as a second lieutenant, of the First Regi 
mari 7, oe Conetee colored) Volunteers, on the 8th’ day of May, 182; 
a sone y of easury cause to be paid to them, out of any 
sai not other are riated, the pay and allowances 

say pay sod af 


es from said date the 12th day of October, 1362, 
ances that they ave: already received as enlisted men 

"The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. BLUE. Mr, Speaker, reserving the right to object, Ishould 
like to know something about this bill before I consent to its con- 
sideration at this time. 

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Seat, I ask that the report be read, 
as ns will give the desired information. 

semen £ (by Mr. MarsH) was read, as follows: 


gale) tor relief of ? Charles T1 Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. . 
or 0! 
| Bren avin 


Trowbridge, George D. Walker, and John A. 
a part of 





ving had the same under consideration, substitute therefor 
recommend that the same do pass, and attach hereto and make 
report the War Department report. 
RECORD AND PENSION Orrice, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, March 1, 1396. 
DEAR Sir: In returning herewith the peporslett by youat the Department 
; vs to the pending bill ( 8392) for the relief of Charles T. 
rge D. Walker, and John A. Trowbridge, I have the honor to 
ar ou as a in compliance with your request for information rela- 
a to ered ese men: 
ered 1862, he was detailed by General Benham to raise a 
ment. John A. Trowbridge Was @ corporal of Com- 
y 


carr iaeeee 

New eers, and is reported as “ detached for a negro 

Perna i. see cre D. Walker was a corporal of Company I, 
ew 


was a sergeant of Company F, First New York 


ork eers, and was ordered on detached service some time 
May or June, 1 Altho' ugh the 2 date of the order an the character 
of his service are not shown, it is probable that he was detailed ai about the 
carne regiment oe two azo Sveiringne were, and was engaged in recruiting for the 
of negro troo 
ees Torer peinqned to duty as enlisted men of the 
~~ ork eers, bat} vans § they all received commissions in the 
being appointed a olunteers on October 13, 1862, Charles T. 
ted a a ca tain, George D. Walker a first lieutenant, 
Hidge a secon lieutenant. 
ich these men were engaged in recruiting did not 
tion, but was disbanded by order of Major-General 
ugust 10, 1862, and 5 records do not show what duty 
upon until October 13, 1868, on which date they were 
oned officers of the First South Carolina (colored) Vol 
be presumed that they were employed in organizing that 


officers had no commissions or appointments between May 
1862, — ap to have been actually employed upon a 


ap! 

an 

$5 too of which, in the case of white troop:, provision was 
pind for ition and 


t it is to 


y of commissioned officers. The War De- 
order dated July 8, 1862, that in organizing 


) 


See RCE Le SSE PPT SET BTR OA 


espn at eh ilk,” teed tases dered AME Vette lA a SOTO INE A SRN EES 


Fi 


f 


= 


f 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


new ents the governors of States should have authority to appoint a 
second lieutenant for each com y to muster into service such recruits as 
might be enlisted by him, but that if he should fail to secure an 

company within such reasonable time as the governor might designate, his 
men might be transferred to some other company, his appointment be re- 
voked, and he discharged without pay. 

It is, of course, sth Carolin to determine now how many men were recruited 
for the First South lina Volunteers by n Trowbridge, First Lieu- 
tenant Walker, and Second Lieut. Joha A. Trowbridge, but tl the fact that 
they were mustered into the service of the United States as commissioned 
officers of this regiment is evidence thai their service in connection with the 
organization of it was satisfactory. 

Although these men were all regularly appointed as commissioned officers 
on October 18, 1862, and were ly mustered into service under their 
appointments, there was no aut ority of law for paying them as such prior 
to the date of their a intment, and con uently t ey merely received the 
pay of enlisted men from May 8 to October 3, 1862. The object of the pend- 
ae is evidently to give to them for this ‘period the difference between 

eir pa 
they h 
on May 8 

The bill is defective in that it proposes a “muster” to be made in a service 
that long ago out of existence, and of men who are no longer under 
military control. It is defective, also, in that it makes no appropriation out 
of which payment can be made, and directs that payment shall made by 
an offic lef who is not a disbursing officer of the Government, and who has no 
funds at his disposal. It is =. therefore, that the bill should be 
amended in these respects, and I transmit herewith a draft of a bill which 
will, if enacted into a law, accomplish all that is desired in this case. 

Very respectfully, 


as enlisted men and the pay which they would have received if 
been appointed and austered into service as commissioned officers 
1862. 


F. C. AINSWORTH, 
Colonel, United States Army, Chief Record and Pension Office. 
Hon. LOREN FLETCHER, 
House of Representatives. 


Mr. BLUE. Is the bill which the gentleman asks to have con- 
sidered the substitute that was drafted by Colonel Ainsworth? 

Mr. FLETCHER, It is. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this 
bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


JOHN DUNCAN, 


Mr. DOCKERY. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The bill (H. R. 4853) for the relief of John Duncan was read, 
as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the saeees of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to issue honorable discharge to John Drncan, late of 
Company i), Twenty-fifth Missouri Infantry, and to correct his military rec- 
ord accordingly as it appears in the archives of the War Department. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this 
bill? 

Mr. STEELE. Let us have the report read. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the report; but before the reading 
was concluded, 

Mr. STEELE said: I do not insist on the further reading of the 
report. 

here being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was en to be engrossed and read a 
third time; andit was accordingly read the third time, and E 

On motion of Mr. DOCKER a a motion to reconsider the last 

vote was laid on the table. 


ELLIS H. ROBERTS. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I ask unanimous consent for the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. 596) for the relief of Ellis H. Roberts. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby 
directed to pay to Bilis H. Roberts, late assistant treasurer of the United 
States at New York City, N. Y., out of ns moneys in the Treasury not other- 
wise weqrenesane, the sum of $800, id sum of money representing a loss 
incurred in the said office of said a nesistant treasurer, without default or neg- 
ligence on his part, and made good to the Government by him. 

There being no objection, the House —— to the disposi- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to ossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


GOVERNMENT RESERVATION, FORT SMITH, ARK. 


Mr. LITTLE. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 2923) for the better improvement of the 
Government reservation at the city of Fort Smith, in the State of 
Arkansas, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read, 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considoration 
of this bill? 

Mr. STEELE. I think we orght io hear the re ort. I reserve 
the right to object. The Secretary of War, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and the Secretary of the Interior all seem to be - 
cerned in this matter. 

r. LITTLE. I ask that the Clerk read the report. 

The report was read. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this 


bill? 
Mr. DALZELL. It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that this is too 


important a bill to be passed by unanimous consent, 

when the House is not paying attention to legislation. 
PETER YOUNG. 

Mr. CROWTHER. I ask unanimous consent ata 

consideration of the bill "R. 6143) for the relief of Peter oung. 

The bill was read, as Ows: 

Be it enacted. am pm eee = re he is hereby, author. 


ized to of Peter Young, 
HHA Misoourt State Milla Oa welcg taruecieiea Uimaion therefrom the charge 


The amendments reported by the committee were read, as 
follows: 


In line 3, after the word “ add the words “ and directed.” 


After the word “desertion,” in = fast ae add the following words: “‘And 


t hi honorable 
n po aes — ran, Es FE 
be read. 


Mr. CROWTHER. I ask that the 


ae calc a Pending the right to object, the report will 


The report (by Mr. TRacky) was read, as follows: 
ends) tos the raliet ot Peter Young, nae ie oe 


to in B of the 
serve as a private Company, el, to 


“Peter Young was cnpolied to gm 
teenth Begiaans 60 prema Sears the 
= ee was captured and paroled at 
24 " enlisted to in 
mary SS 1862, coe — the war asa private in Company 


Young. timon 
parais given bie: by Geneoal Indapad 
thee for Janua npa icles 1863, shows 4 
0 
St Sets ee eee 
sacral a May a IB owe 
r 
MThe p ners of war records at Benton Barracks 
uary 20, 1863, when the remark 


him 
Gusson. commanding st: Jers! ca F - - 
el Penni 


Sled coins oF een ake , tes- 
memoranda as soll semamas keane Oeics tarde 
fsively that eee regiment, was not at 
iter and Oe that at the time said regiment was ; 


a phe oe and entitled, with the 
istemecaccerth an 


——— or 


Weak committee submi 
not a deserter, and the 
mendation ee 
Ater the word " daeerto 
Ate i eee 


’ 


On motion of Mr. CRO a motion to reconsider 


vote was laid on the table. 
JACOB SCOTT. 
Mr. BURTON of Missouri. I ask unanimous consent for the 
pooeees consideration of the bill (H. R. 4360) for the relief of Jacob 


The bill was read. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. N. Let us hear the report in this cate er let 

OMT BURTON cf Missoarl ee 
0 

will ii cufictentiy explain the bill. 

The was read, 

The $ AKER. ee 

oad 


eos HENDERSON. I ask unanimous consent for the 
tomo eb (EL Git) forthe relief of A A 
The bill was 

ese tie Sregner setae Pel 


ef, and June I; 17% upon Proof Of 6 











The Committee on Military Affairs recommend the adoption of | tal 
the following amendment: 

Add the words “to date March 31 That no 
allowance shall become 


Seiaed ane te tena this act’ 
a 


on, the bill was considered, the amendment 
amended to be 


committee was to, and the bill as 
engrossed and a third time; and it was 
nin. the third time, and 
motion of Mr. SMITH of Ulinois, 


passed. 
a motion to reconsider the 
tang aan wal ea ie aati 


VETO MESSAGE—LYDIA A. TAFT. 


I desire to call upa 
i ROO emir deel Re arse 
canon acto, sions, the bill (1 of th 


bounty, or 


Mr. McMILLN. eae ae meena 
The SPEAKER. Itis. The Clerk will read the bill. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be tt seaeied, ie. , That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
auth 
oman tations of the act of Fan #4800, the natue of Lydia ra Pa 
ae Fone nw = Tp iaae jn Company G, Eighteenth Regi- 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. Speaker — 

Mr. TURNER of Geo ae , I ask that the veto 
7" read as a part of m remarks. 

The Does the gentleman from New York yield to 
the from Georgia? 

- POOLE. I do. 


The SPEAKER. The veto message of the President will be 
read as a part of the remarks of the gentleman from Georgia. 
The veto message is as follows: 


To the House of Representatives: 
I return “ 
career cnc Ne Ne 
e 
who in on Us Union = xy te in a Connecticut 


The records of the 


War that he was Piesetsanieced Gy ant by the enemy June 15, 1863, and 
No ize foc 0 was ever made by him, though he lived until 
Hepa eeeena teas,” 
Seg va pn tn roti PRA ence on 
ae a yt 

ot aan ies its Bet erce tee 






san a ange ner ene 
ant h 
idt,aasiated in Salen oe oe House committce et tr 


er See ae su + 
after er diver sand aid the ore na os be T lew [remain 

ome esS an ve 
fog Whe, claiming to be his or oa oe eS ana 


VELAND. 
EXEcUTIVE MANsIon, May 20, 1896 - 


Mr. POOLE. I now ask for the reading of the report of the 
Commitee on Invalid Pensions. 
The report (by Mr. PooLz) was read, az follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pe en to whom was referred the message of 


asthe widew of Lowell Tate « pr eG nsion to Lydia A. Taft, 


, Eighteenth Regiment 


an oe ° following . statement, ving. {oer rea- 

sons Satter detesdine tee deine inbeen ent in said message; 

Li A. Tatt was to Lowell Tatts 18 1858. He was at that time a 

worthy, ind temperate mechanic, and she proved an excellent 
for him. were , but his earnings were sufficient for 

modest wants, they were content. After four years of married 

life he, like sae S sof a —s men, concluded that 
op antsy peste, ond st 21, 1862, in Sempeny G 
Fae vee Volunteers, serving his countr a unt: 


June 27, 1865, when, the war being over, he was mustered out. His record 
while in the service was a one, and in one of the battles in which his 
he taken prisoner. Taft was not wounded or 
o du the war, and made noclaim for a pension under the 
general law. He came to his wife, however, a changed man. He had 
contracted a love for oe in the Army, which soon became an uncon- 
trollable ete. peor, pet patient. wife. who had looked forward so anx- 
jiously to return from 
was at an end. 
cahtes a work that was offered him and soon became a drunken, bru- 
mot cast lecting his wife by refusing to work to support the fam- 
ily, Sat in Posten trek frenzy abusing the wife he had vowed to protect and 
care for, until avn h him was unbearable and impossible. To 
protect he from his en brutality, she, in 1882, applied to the courts 
of Connecticut for a which was ted to her upon the ground of 
habitual drunkenness and to provide wert her support. She had lived 
with him as his wife for twenty-four s,and had for the last seventeen 
a of her married life been obliged to support herself and her drunken 
.. The evidence ‘ore your committee also shows that 
after the decree of divorce had been granted to her, and after all his own 
nee and friends had discarded and disowned him, she still contributed 
her slender ~aae yen him, and when at last he died, in 1891, at ae 
Soidiors ae Noroton, Conn., she bronght his remains to his native vill: 
Christian burial at her o Cen, That more could be 
et ae ‘on P r, “aye A wife who endured all the hardships and 
- 
pense ae his 


e three years of her husband's army service, the terrible sus- 
tin rebel prison, when no tidings of her loved one 
e to a hee, —* = when finally restored to her only came to make her 
House bill ao. art | proposed to place this long-suffering womaa upon the 
pension roll of $8 per month, just what she would have received 
as his wow but” for the divorce, even if she hag abandoned him and had 
» | Rome become aoe saanene rved his country well for 
ree years. 


Army, found to her sorrow that her happiness 


of 1800, under the protection of wh irate os pieecteincst women, 
r pro’ of whic " to place this poor woman, 
it is not neceuney <2 to show that the husband 4 died jed as the result of army serv- 
ice, but only that the husband had served ninety days or more and had re- 
ceived an honorable , and that the widow is destitute or has not 
sufficient income to support rself gs labor. 

Lydia A. Taft has not is now over 6 years old,and very poor. 
In view of oan facts, 


which are clearly established by the evidence, your 
eames ts lieve peliove they were fully justilied in reporting this bill favorably 
all the mental 


= she was the wife of the soldier during 
anguish which all true wives and mothers 

husbands and sons were ex to the perils of war, 
'e of suffering, her gopocrs of the soldier during so many years, 
, all amply justify such action. 
circumstances so & ng, while changing 
the parties under the pension laws, ought not to be in rea- 
oan, se is not in law, a bar to action by the lawmaking power. The prece- 
dent has been set. During his former and present term of office the 
President to become laws no less than thirty- 
one bills ting > widows and dependent mothers who had 
and in some of hens cases the widow had obtained a divorce from 

the second hasten. pension case of Martha Giddings, formerly Martha Priest, 
who was gran msion by the Fiftieth Congress, is cited. Having 
received a on as fi fhe widow of a soldier, Mrs. Giddings remarried. Her 
second marriage unfortunate, she obtained a divorce from her second 
husband, and ap and in sought to be to be restored to the pension rolls and recognized 
the soldi the bill for her relief, and very 
as wiow fe committee oad eve, the same was approved by President 


Vv 
The case of Elizabeth A. South, to whom the Fiftieth Congress, at its first 
, granted a pension, presente similar features. 
oe the widow or dependent mother of a soldier, who has remarried and 
(eerie eee ae eceel te neta hy Lydi 
y ac your committee can not see why Lydia 
D Ratt whe ho was the soldier’ Suntihe dete the war and, as the evidence clearly 
— retained even to the last a kindly feeling for the man who had wrecked 
the 


or pel 


to receive the benefit of our pension laws 


e, should a ow in her old age and condition of guentanee receive 
pension of / ed month provided for in this bill. 

Your committee, for the reasons above stated, recommend that the bill to 

pension Lydia A. Taft do pass, the objections of the President to the contrary 

notwithstanding. 


Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Will the gentleman from New York 
yield to me for a few moments? 

Mr. LE. I will. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, in matters of this 
kind I have very rarely interfered, and should have said nothing 
to-day if it had not been that my friend who usually sits in front 
of eae who is my guide and mentor in pension cases—I mean 

itleman from Pennsylvania {Mr. ExpmaN]|—is absent. 

a to call the attention of the House to the fact recited in 
the President’s veto, and not contradicted in the report of the 
committee, that this woman had cast off her husband on account 
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of his uselessness to her, and from him had obtained a divorce, 
It also appears that he died in a soldiers’ home, 

I submit, sir, whether a woman who has turned against her hus- 
band and kindly cast him off on account of his worthlessness 
ought to ask Congress to compensate her for hisloss. [Laughter.] 
Under the circumstances, it scarcely appears that she can claim 
that she has been bereaved or damaged by his death. 

I therefore feel that even in my position, as one whois under 
bonds for his good behavior, as it were, in these matters, I can 
afford to protest against the passage of this bill over the objections 
of the President. 

Mr. POOLE, Mr. Speaker, I have said in the report which has 
been read here about all that I care to say upon this question. 
The fact is, as stated by the gentleman from Georgia, that Lydia 
A. Taft did obtain a divorce from Lowell Taft. She was his wife 
before the war. He served nearly four years and gave good serv- 
ice to the country, and no one has obtained a pension on his 
account. She is now oid, nearly 60 years of age, absolutely des- 
titute, and asks Congress to relieve her to the extent of what she 
would have been entitled under the act of 1890, as the report states, 
had she remained his wife up to the time of his death. 

It is true that she became compelled in order to save her life from 
his brutality to seek the protection of the laws of the State of Con- 
necticut and obtain a divorce. Noonecan blame her for that. 
She, however, had an affection for that man that he did not fully 
deserve, and ever afterwards while he lived she did whatshecould 
toward clothing him, and finally, when he was cast off by all his 
own family and his friends and became an inmate of the Soldiers’ 
Home of that State, she even then looked after his clothing, and 
when he died she brought his body home and gave it burial. 

Now, it seems to me that she is entitled, in equity, if not in law, 
to the same protection from the Government that she would have 
received had she remained his wife up to the time of his death, 
and that is all this bill asks. This does not establish a precedent. 
That has been established by acts of Congress years and years 
ago, and, as shown in this report, President Cleveland has signed 
bills of this character during this and his former term of office. 
This is not a new thing for usto do. It is simply giving her the 
$8 a month that she is entitled to in equity. 

Mr. FOOTE. I should like to ask the gentleman from New 
York is he not, under a legal fiction, trying to establish the fact 
that drunkenness incurred in the Army is a disability acquired in 
the service, and therefore should be pensioned, and is not that a 
bad precedent? é 

Mr. POOLE. No; it was a misfortune that this man came 
home as he did. He was not entitled to a pension under our 
laws on account of drunkenness, but he was in one sense a physi- 
cal ae He was absolutely a wreck so far as working was con- 
cerned. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, this case is one 
which appeals, I think, to the kindly sentiments of every person 
who understands it. I have not always favored the granting of 
the pensions which have been approved by the House, but this is 
a bill which should receive, I apprehend, the entire concurrence 
of every person who loves justice. Whatare the facts? This 
widow was divorced; but why was she divorced? Not because of 
— fault on her part, but because her husband became a drunk- 
ard through his service in the Army. He came home and neg- 
lected his duties, neglected to care for her, and abused her; abused 
her so that it was impossible for her to live with him any longer 
as his wife. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. TURNER] ; 
Are we to compensate her because of the lossof sucha man? That 
is not the whole question. The question is, in part, Shall we com- 
pensate her because she lost a good husband on account of his 
service in the Army, and because she lost companionship and sup- 

rt which would have been hers if it had not been for his service 
inthe Armv? Weshould compensate her, and we should give her 
the pension which the President has vetoed. The fact that she 
herself lived an upright and honorable life and could not safely 
live with the man who was her husband only in name, but who 
had been a true and faithful husband before he went into the 
Army, is the all-important fact. If no divorce had been obtained, 
if he had remained true and faithfal to all the demands of his 
married life, and she had become dissolute, the law would have 
permitted her to come in at his death and get a pension. 

In this case the reverse is true. The fault was all his, and none 
of it was hers, and the mere fact that she protected herself against 
his drunken brutality by obtaining a divorce, the fact that she 
took care of herself as a woman under those circumstances ought 
not, should not, in my judgment, weigh with this House — 
granting this pension. e grant pensions here which do not 


come under the terms of the general law. We a them freel 
er 


because of the equity which is in each case. e is one whic 

is full of equity in itsevery form and condition. I believe that it 
does not come with good grace from any of us to say that we will 
deny this pension to this woman, who did suffer the loss of her 
husbout's companionship during the term he served in the Army, 


and did submit to the discomforts which he forced upon her 

shoctute toes of a gosh aaund in Goananicee aE unna aa 

absolute loss of a us serv- 

ice, simply because she did that which every honest, upright 

—— 2 ht to do, namely, refuse to live with a man who treats 
er brutally. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Was this harm or detriment which 
she suffered on account of her husband's service in the war 
incurred in the line of his duty? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Itwas incurred while he was 
a soldier, and I think my friend knows that on his side as well as 
on ours during the late war those disabilities were incurred. 
They were an incident of the army service. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Would the limitations of your 
sion laws as todisabilities incurred not in the line of duty include 
things like this? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. They would not, and we are 
here to pass bills outside of the law, not inside the law, as the 
gentleman from Georgia well knows. Therefore, because the 
equity is all on the one ee all on the same side, we 
should, in my opinion, pension woman. 

Mr. LOUD. ill the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. BAKER of New pshire. Certainly.* 
slitak: wow, while we anann ag ot eoneen widow 

ink now, while we 3 
it would be more oquiteliaine us to ree a ae the 
after this man came out of the Army, for all the 
anguish that he caused her during 
which he practiced upon her? 

Mr. B. of ena agen I 
tent if she were com as this 
gentleman wishes her to be com 
introduce a = 

Mr. LOUD. 


Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The question 
eration, agree to pass the 
the contrary notwithstanding? 
stitution, the yeas and nays have to 
The question was taken; and there 
voting 172; as follows: 













































Mr. Hoine with Mr. STALLINGS. 
Mr. WELLINGTON with Mr. CowEn. 


For this day: 
Mr. TRELOAR with Mr. SPARKMAN 


Mr. LeIsenrine with Mr. RosERTSON of Louisiana. 


Mr. BryenamM with ae BOATNER. 
SPEAKER. 


’ The uestion the are 98, the nays 85. 
pana icetiaeine sabeb ie tantanteine he ve 


to agree to pass the 


MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION OF THE DISTRIOT OF COLUMBIA. 


Association 
Columbia of J. W. Dougitas aud Gardiner G. Hubbard. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The first thing in order is business of the 


committees, 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I— 
The SPEAKER. The quoiicians teren Segciomatte ta recey- 


nized. 
Mr. MORSE. Mr. 5 ee DO 
ary. ee ee ae 868) to further amend an act entitled 


of Columbia,” = Sadep ae March, 


House 
The 
Pres ned rete 
> 1888) to further amend an ee 
sof me 


The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 


reading of the bill. 


The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 


ayes seemed to have it. 
Mr. BABCOCK. Division, Mr. 


The House divided and there were—ayes 45, noes 23. 


ee. oe o querum, Mr 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin makes the 


point of no quorum. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The yeas and nays. 


Mr, MORSE. I ask for the and na; 
The yaan and nays were ordaced. 2 


vaslat wien and there were—yeas 130, nays 81, not 


a a 


mH 


McCormick, Stone, W. A. 
McCreary, Ky. Strode, Nebr. 
McEwan, Strong 
McMillin, Sutlower, 
Meiklejohn, Swanson, 
c Mercer, Taft, 
nee Tawney, 
Brosiu Mi Thomas, 
Brumm, Heatwole, Miller, W. Va. Thorp. 


emenway, Milliken Seactwel, 
on Hendrick,” Miner, N. Y. Tracey, 
re , Ind. Money, Tucker, 
oar: Mo fenry, tn Moody, Turner, Ga. 


uors in the District 
D, 1898, when the 


eo a 


Cooke, Til Huling Omics Walker, Va. 
‘ ua h en, alker, V 
, Fila. Hull Overstreet, Wanger, 
, Tex. Hunter, Parker, Warner, 
Hurley, Patterson, Watson, Ohio 
te Hutcheson, Perkins, Wellington, 
ley, Hyde, Pitney, Wheeler, 
ame, Jones, Poole, White. 
berson, Joy, Price, Wilber, 
pong owe K Raney, Willis, 
N. ¥. Kendall, Reeves, Wilson, Idaho 
Danford, Kiefer, Reyburn, Wilson, N. Y. 
Woodman. 








Sh Tayler, 


Mozley, Shufo: Terry, 

Neill, Smith, Mich, Towne, 
Otey, ding, Van Voorhis, 
Otjen, pencer, Walker, Mass. 


8 i Watson, Ind. 
Stahle, illia: 


ms, 
ckler, Stephenson, Wilson, Ohio 
owers, Stewart, N. J. Wilson, 8. OG. 
ce, Stewart, Wis. Wood, 
h, Stone, 0. W. Woodard, 


Ray, Stokes, Woomer, 
Royse, Strait, Wright, 

Russell, Conn. Strowd, N. C. Yoakum. 
Russell, Ga. Talbert, 

Shafroth, Tate, 





NAYS—31. 
Cobb, Layton, Pearson, 
Gre wether, M ire, eee ston, 
ngs, ee ~ \ gu ge, 
rdson, 
be fem Sayers, 
bs itchell. Gainer, 
Noonan, ashington. 
Jenkins, Owens, - 
NOT VOTING—1% 


Doolittle, Leighty, Rusk, 
Leisenring, Sauerhering, 
Leste cranton, 






Livingston, Simpkins, 
ong, Skinner, 
mer, Smith, DL 
Ww, Snover, 
Mahon, Sor, 


cCall, Tenn. 
McCleary, Minn. Spolines 
McClure Steele, 










‘Henry, Conn. Mondell, Treloar, 


































The following additional pairs were aunounced: 
Until further notice: 
Mr. Cor.iss with Mr. MoMILLIN. 












Mr. i 

The following for this day: 

Mr. HeatTwo Lk with Mr. ( 

Mr. WoomeEr with Mr. Bart.Lett of New York. 

Mr. Kuup with Mr. Sora. 

Mr. GRosvENOoR with Mr. McCreary of Kentucky. 

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER with Mr. DockEry. 

Mr. Brum™ with Mr. ELLert. 

Mr. Hitt with Mr. HenprRIck. 

Mr. Lormer with Mr. Hurcuzson. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. OGDEN. 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pe lvania with Mr. Price, 

Mr. AupricH of Illinois with Mr. BANKHEAD. 

Mr. Raney with Mr. Ropzrtson of Louisiana. 

The following on this vote: 

Mr. CANNON with Mr. TuRNER of Georgia 

Mr. Y. Mr. Speaker, I am salve’ wills the gentleman 
from New W Sersey, Mr. LOUDENSLAGER, but I desire to be recorded 


as 
SPEAKER, The gentleman will be so recorded. 
Mr. a Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask whether my coi- 
fhe SPEAK . BENNETT, is recorded. 
SPEAKER. He is not. 
If he were present, h2 would vote agains‘ the bill. 
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Mr. NORTHWAY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to vote. IE was’ 
present during the second roll call, but did not hear my name. 

The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman listening and did he fail 
to hear his name called? 


Mr. NORTHWAY. I was talking with the gentleman from 


Maine, Mr. Dineiey. I intended to vote, but did not observe that 
my name had been reached. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can be marked “‘ present.” 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the announcement 
of the vote. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I desire to vote. 


The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman present and listening for 
his name? 


Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. I was not, but I should like very 
much to be permitted to vote on this question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can be marked as “‘ present.” 
On this question the yeas are 132 and the nays are 31. 

Mr. MAHANY. I make the point of no quorum, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. MORSE. I move a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Therule provides for this contingency. 

Mr. MAHANY. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will withhold that motion 
a moment, the Chair will have the rule read. 


The fourth paragraph of Rule XV was read, as follows: 


Whenever a quorum fails to vote on any question, and a quorum is not 

resent and objection is made for that cause, unless the House shali adjourn, 
tae shall be a cali of the House, and the Sergeant-at-Arms shall forthwith 
proceed to bring in absent members, and the 7 apd nays on the pendi 
question shall at the same time be considered as ordered. The Clerk 
call the roll, and each member as he answers to his name may vote on the 
pending question, and, after the roll call is completed, each member arrested 
shall be ———_ by the Sergeant-at-Arms before the House, whereupon he 
shall be noted as present, discharged from arrest, and given an opportunit 
to vote and his vote shall be recorded. If those voting on the question re | 
those who are present and decline to vote shall together make a majority of 
the House, the Speaker shall declare that a quorum is constituted, and the 
pending question shall be decided as the majority of those voting shall ap- 
pear. And thereupon further proceedings under the call shall be considered 
as dispensed with. At any time after the roll call has been completed, the 
Speaker may entertain a motion toadjourn, if seconded bya — of those 
present, to be ascertained by actual count by the Speaker; and if the House 
adjourns, all proceedings under this section shall be vacated. But this sec- 
tion of the rule shall not apply tothe sessions of Friday night, until further 
order of the House. 


The SPEAKER. Under therule there will now be a call of the 
House, the Sergeant-at-Arms will proceed to bring in absent 
members, and the yeas and nays on the aes question will be 
considered as ordered. The Clerk will therefore call the roll and 
the responses will show whether the member is present or nut, 
and will also show his vote upon the pending question. The Door- 
—— will close the doors. 

WN 


r. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary in- 
uiry. 
” The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. y inquiry is whether a motion .to sus- 
pend proceedings under the call would be in order at the present 
time, for the purpose of moving that the bill be recommitted to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


The SPEAKER. That motion would not be in order unless by 
tnanimous consent. 


Mr. BARTHOLDT. I ask unanimous consent. 
Mr. MORSE. Iobject. [Laughter.] 


The roll was called; and there were—yeas 167, nays 52, answered 
**present” 18; as follows: 


YEAS—167. 
Acheson, 


* Cox, Miller, Kans. 
itken, 


Curtis, Kans. Miller, W.Va. 
Daizell, Milnes, 
Daniels, ; Minor, Wis. 
Dayton, Mondell, 
De Armond, Moody, 
Denny, Morse, 
De Witt, 
Dingley, 
Dinsmore, 
o— 
raper, 
Ellis, 
Fenton, 
Fletcher, 
Foote, 
Foss, 
Fowler, 


Howell, 
ff. 


ub, 
Hulick, 
Huil, 
Johnson, Cal. 
Johnson, N. Dak. 
Kendall, 
Kerr, 
Kirkpatrick, 
Knox, 
Kyle, 
Lacey, 
Latimer, 
Gibson, Lawson, 
Gillet, N. Y. Lefever, 
Gillett, Mass. Linney, 
Goodwyn, Little, 
Graff, Long, 
Griffin, Lond, 
Griswold, Maddox, 
Grout, Martin, 
Grow, McCall, Mass. 
Hager, McCormick, 
ey McCuiloch, 
Hatch, on, 


Henderson, 

Hepburn, 

Hermann, 
born, 


— 
ey 
Baker, Kans. 
Baker, Md. 
Baker, N. H. 
Barham, 
Bell, Coio. 


Conno 
Cooper, 
Cousins, 


McLaurin, Simpkins, 
McRae, Smith, Mich. 
Miles, Snover, 


Abbott, 
Arnold, Pa. 
Babcoci, 
Bailey, 
Bartholdt, 
Bartlett, Ga. 


Adams, 
Aldrich, Ti. 
aa R.1L 


ing the roll call the following took $ 

Sev members having responded * * or 

The SPEAKER said: will state to the 
under this rule, when members are called 
vote “‘ yea” or ‘‘nay” upon the 
the pending bill, unless the 
i = a re 3 

ouble purpose o a vote on 
members are eae, tinea cee 
now under a call of the House, so that it 
7 a hn 
and the Sergeant-at-Arms is req 
meen, and also to bring in the 

e roll call was concluded with the result 
se ac et Se Pamned ete a 
r. Mc s : , lam can 

not vote, but I wish to be recorded as present. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I ask that my colleague, Judge Coz, be 
excused on account of sickness. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, Mr. Coss, will be excused on account of sickness. 

There was no objection. 


Mr. LINTON. My colleague, Dr. AvERy, is absent on account 
ooo I understand that he has a leave of absence. 


time, : 

The bill was read the third time. 

Mr. Bascock and Mr. Morse addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Morse] is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. MORSE. [ask that the question be puton the final passage 


of the bill. I move the previous q 
The SPEAKER. The from Massachusetts * 


, Morse] moves the previous question on the passage of the 








FF 
d 


gree 
: 


is 
i 
at 
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none. 
The gentleman from Wisconsin is entitled to the floor for ten 


minutes. 
Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say in the first place 
that this isa measure local entirely to the District of Col : 


. y 
a Ihave tried at both ends of 
failed utterly to geta single copy of the bill except one, which was 
handed to me by the Commissioners. 
I wish to say further that I submitted this matter day before 
yesterday to the Commissioners when they were before our com- 


mittee, and asked for an said that they knew 
nothing whatever about legislation, and I have here a state- 
ment of the in which they say: “‘The Commis- 


sioners have the honor to state that they have not heretofore been 
eee ere ae 

ow, Mr. Speaker, there are many good in this bill, and 
many that are very objectionable. the fact is that 


| 
| 


: oak whether that cute off Gebate| such matters. 
Mr. BABOOOK. I will aor R 


and the Senate, 


it oe, 

other provision embraced in this 400-foot clause is worthy 
of consideration. The law provides that the 400 feet shall be 
= by the nearest track or path of ordinary travel. 


through the block or 


provided that no saloon should be hereafter estab- 

feet of church or schoolhouse already in ex- 

That was practically ths unanimous opinion of the House 
I have seen no reason whatever for changing 


ene oie that provision, and you can measure directl 
uare, and in thad way reduce the Saenie 


d bring the saloon the 400-foot limit. For instance, a 
hotel may be located, we will say, on the east side of a block, and 


oer across the block, on the west side, a school may be estab- 


the block the distance between them 


through 
a would be only 200 feet, although by the ordinary course 


the distance would be 500 feet or more. This bill wouid 


of tra 
close up many hotels and many business places of that characier 


that are now in existence and that are in no way objectionable to 
the residents in the —— 
Mr. HEPBURN. ill the gentleman permit me a question? 
Mr. Certainly. 
Mr. HEPBURN. Do I understand the gentleman’s contention 
to be that the saloon should have the vested and prior right as 
inst the church or schoolhouse? 
. BABCOCK. No, sir; that is not m My con- 
tention is that the House has already voted—two years ago—that 
the living there and doing business in this manner had a 
vested — in the , and that no such legislation should 
be -~3 would practically confiscate the property, so far as 
these parties are concerned, by a newly built church or school- 
house. It did provide that no saloon should hereafter be estab- 
lished within 400 feet of any church or schoolhouse then in 
existence. 


Mr. KIEFER. When newly established. 

Mr. BABCOOK (continuing). When newly established. 

My motion is that this matter be commit to the Committee 
on District of Columbia to investigate the questions invo!ved, 
and that some hearings may be had on it, and that it may be dis- 
cussed and considered section by section. As I have stated before, 
it is the only committee of the Nouse having jurisdiction of the 
subject-matter involved, and I hope that the House will not act 
upon soimportant a matter without having it first duly considered 
by the only committee having proper jurisdiction of it. 

I reserve the remainder of my time. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr.8 er, if the gentleman from Wisconsin 
will kindly turn to the bill in question, he will see that both sec- 
tions to which he objects have been stricken from the original 
bill by the committee reporting the bill. That seems to answer 
his objection pretty well. penenter and applause. | 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I may be permitted to say to the House that 
for one I am pained, as are the temperance and Christian people 
of this city, and have been pained during my service of eight years 
upon this floor, to witness the attitude of the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin | Mr. Bancock}, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, toward the saloons, billiard 
rooms, and various other agencies and things affecting the morals 
of the = of this city. 

Mr. K. Will the gentleman permit me a moment? 

Mr. MORSE. I decline to be interrupted. 

Since I have had the honor of a seat upon this floor, I repeat, I 
have been pained at the attitude of the distinguished gentleman 
from Wisconsin in regard to all matters affecting the moral inter- 
ests of the District, and this very question among them. 

He says that this action of the committee in reporting the bili 
was done in secret and in the corner. I beg to state to this House 
that the bill, if I am not mistaken greatly in my recollection of the 
matter, was printed both in the Star and the Post of this city 
within a year, and undoubtedly was largely discussed by the people 
of the District. 

This bill originated with the Anti-Saloon League of the District, 
and I am here to say that one of the Commissioners of the Dis- 
trict, Mr. Truesdell, was present at a large mass meeting held here 
a few nights ago, and in the very warmest terms commended the 
action of this organization for the enforcement of law in the Dis- 
trict. I claim, therefore, that by inference he commended this 
bill, because, as I have said, it originated with the Anti-Saloon 
League, and he must have been familiar with its provisions, 
because it has been published in the newspapers of the District. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Will the gentleman allow me an inter- 
ruption? 

. MORSE. I decline to be interrupted, Mr. Speaker. 
is an important question, and I have only ten minutes. 

Now, so much for its being done in acorner. It has not been 
done inacorner. It is well known to all the people who are inter 
ested in the affairs of this District and who desire its best interests. 
Now let me occupy just a moment in stating the provisions of this 


contention. 


This 


decided two years ago that it would recognize priority in | bill. 
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The amendment to section 1 of the present license law of the 


. District of Columbia as proposed in the pending bill enforces the 


law on brewers and distillers and their agents, who, through an 
inadvertence, undoubtedly, in framing the present law, can sell 
without a license, as pointed out by the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia. 

T had read from the Clerk’s desk, on the occasion of the former 
debate, the recommendation of the Commissioners in this regard, 
The gentleman from Wisconsin says the Commissioners did not 
know anything about any provisions of this bill. 

The amendment to section 2 changes the law as follows: 

a present the excise board has final jurisdiction and interpretation of the 

w. 


The amendment does not interfere with their findings as to facts, 
but provides that questions of law may be appealed to the supreme 
court of the District, either by the applicant or contestant of rec- 
ord. The “‘contestant of record” is a man who has entered a 
formal or written protest to the excise board. It is claimed the 
excise board has interpreted the law unfairly. 

The amendment tosection 5 provides for securing consent — 
a saloon can be established by a party on a corner of the 
estate owners diagonally opposite; also provides for written sig- 
nature annually of abutters. The present law requires — one 
consent of the abutters to the estab. ent of a saloon, and that 
consent mer last to the resurrection. The original owners con- 
senting to the establishment of the saloon may have moved away. 
They may have died or committed suicide, as is the case in one 
instance, and yet the original consent holds _— untilthe crack 
of doom, in spite of the views or wishes of the present owners of 
the abutting real estate. Is not that a sensiblechange? Thecon- 
sent of abutters certainly should be had yearly before a renewal 
of license. 

The amendment to section 6 makes the provisions of this sectio: 
clear and removes unn words, i. e., ‘above 16 years o 
age.” As they stand in the law they are nonsense there and have 
no bearing on the section. Section 6 also takes down the screens, 
so police officers can look in and see what is going on in the bar 
or saloon. 

Amendment to section 8 defines a barroom and fills a gap, and 
says that a place where they sell less than a pint, on the 
premises or not, shall take out a license. As it is now, a man can 
go into a certain class 5 rae and buy a half pint and go out 
and drink it on the sidewalk, and it does not require any license 
to seli in that way. 

The present law prohibits the licensing of a twice-convicted 
licensee, but he can get a license at the same place for a friend; 
wife, or relative, and the business suffers no interruption in con- 
sequence of the revocation of the license. amendment to sec- 
tion 13 provides that after a second conviction that place shal] 
not be licensed by anyone, and that he or his representative shall 
not be licensed anywhere. Is not that a reasonable provision? 

Under section 14 of the existing law witnesses may be intimi- 
dated for fear of incriminating themselves, The amendment to 
this section is to remove intimidation and to exempt witnesses 
from prosecution, 

Section 15 provides a eee on evidence satisfactory to 
the district attorney. Under the existing law he is made the 
judge and jury. The amendment — for bringing prosecu- 
tions by the district attorney on the sworn information of two 
witnesses, citizens of the District of Columbia. 

Section 19 of the existing law prohibits a woman under 16, or a 
minor under 16, or a criminal from tending bar. But a woman 
or a minor over 16 may tend bar. Does the gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Bascock] desire women to tend bars in this city? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Does the gentleman know of any such 
S the city of Washington? d he ever hear of any such thing in 

is city? 

Mr. MORSE. The Anti-Saloon © says there are such 
instances in this city, and it is com: of honorable and upright 
gentlemen. 

Now, I say if these amendments to existing law shall be adopted, 
the license law of the District of Columbia will then be far less 
stringent than the law of the State of New York, and of many 
other States. There is nothing drastic or radical about these 
amendments, and they ought receive the support of every 
right-ninded person who desires the enforcement of the existing 

aw. 

The bill, as before stated, was drafted by the Anti-Saloon — 
of the District of Columbia, to cure alarming defects in the e 
eee as developed in their efforts to enforce the law. 

ow, if I have any time remaining I will yield it to the distin- 
guished gentleman from New York, Mr. DANIELS. 

Mr. DANIELS. Mr. Speaker, I have very little to say in ref- 
erence to this bill, because I think the remarks of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Morse] very —_ cover the amend- 
ments proposed init. All that was attempted in the ee 
proposed by the bill was to remedy what appeared to be prac 
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defects in the law now existing, in order to meet what appeared 
to be the expectations of Co in its enactment. It is simply 
to meet the emergencies and defects in the law as previously 
enacted, It attempts n more than simply to carry into 
effect the general provisions of that law. It was not the purpose 
of the committee or of this bill—— 
Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. , L rise to a point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. ; 
Mr. BARTHOLDT. I think, under the order of the 
two gentlemen were permitted to occupy ten minutes each 
chairman of the Committee on the ct of Columbia 
Bascock] and the chairman of the Committee on the Al 
Liquor ffic . Morse]. I do not 
privilege of yieldi — time to anybody 
privilege, and it has not been gran 
The SPEAKER. ge thinks, un 
was no right to yiel the 
Chair will sustain it. 
Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I that 
wasmade. I would very much have to hear the 
gentleman from New York [Mr, DanrELs]. I think if this House 
needed a that this bill ought not to in its t 
e remarks of the gentleman from have 
it. In this bill there are some twenty amendments to 
a excise laws. I ova = proposition boldly, that in 
of Washington we have best-regulated saloons, 
best laws a cl of saloons and Gee cheniatinet 
minors, there come my own personal observation, 
Mr. Speaker, more than a dozen cases where policemen have been 
Sees simply going into saloons unless called in to quell 
a disturbance. 


Now, the gentleman from Massachusetts speaks of the necessity 

for the property owners . Under the 
fe era is se ahaa eect are 
oon is sufficient to o man to 


wer of 


the necessity of signing every ree 
po 


erty owner can close up any saloon by 


t? 
® Mr, WILLIAM 4. STONE. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him a question 
Mr BABCOO 


: K. ° 
Mr, WILLIAM A. STONE. ang geen Bpects ord we 


removal of screens from saloons, 
can see who are there who have a right to be there and 
ought not to be there? 

BABCOCK. I 


myself, 
ot 1 f it or of the 
ae. MER REDITH. loan not getone 


een Nor can I. 


for a copy of bill. 
Mr. DANIELS. If I can interrupt the gentleman fora 
I will state that this bill was printed last 


a — way last } 


. The says 
a I have al made 
and reports of all measures that I have 
that the House ha vote intelligently upon 
Mr. BARTHOLDT. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him 


Mr. BARTHOLDT. I should like to ask whether the 
man from Wisconsin knows whether the other side has been 
on this measure? ‘ 

Mr. BABCOCK. The Committee on the District of 
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, and the attorney for 
the District have no lnowinlGe Siataes: Saas oes ene 

had no knowledge of the eee 
bill was 
same time 


The SPEAKER. 
Mr. MORSE. 
tleman from 





ie aks 





signs herself ‘‘A Suffering Wife,” who states that the gin 
mulls under the existing law are nearly all night. I ask 
unanimous consent that I may have letter read at the Clerk's 
desk. 
A Memper. I object. 


Mr. MEREDITH. Will the gentleman allow me one question? 


Mr. MORSE. Yes. 
Mr. MEREDITH. Will you take testimony of that kind? 
Mr. MORSE. I will, from the tone of this letter. 
It was lye testimony as that og 
in State. ao r.j 
motion of the gentle- 
recommitted to the Com- 


ayes seemed to have it. 
Mr. MORSE. Division. 
Mr. JOHNSON of California. The yeas and nays. 
Mr. MORSE. aoe aneeeees Bene oe NOE 
The yeas and nays were ord 
The question was ; and there were—yeas 85, nays 142, not 
voting 128; as follows: 
YEAS—85. 
Cooke, IL. Layton, 
lasek, Cooper, Wis, Linney, Richartson, 
Pa Crowley, Lorimer, Hoxecil, Ga. 
Ba Crowther, Low, Gouerbering, 
Barney, Curtis, lowa Mateos Southard, 
Bartlett de. Evans, - Meciottan, oper. 
DP, Gibson, Meredith, Stewart, 
: Griffin, eet, Sulzer, 
Mi Taft, 
— & fe i 
U , 
Boek tl ee Owens, * ee 
Burton, Mo. Hail, Parker, Washington, 
Cannon, Hunter, Pearson, White. 
Clark, Mo. Kiefer, ae 
NAYS—12. 
Aitken, Draper, Little, Semen. 
W. F. Ellis, uf 
Allen, Faris, Matdox, Siaphics, 
Allen, Utah Fenton, Martin, Snover, 
A L. Foote, McCall, Mass. . 
Baker, Fow! McCulloch, bh 
Baker, Md. Gillet, i, Y. McDearmon, N.J. 
Baker, N. H. Mass. McLachlan, oO. W. 
Bell, Colo. i McRae Stone, 
Bell, Tex. Griswold, Miles, * Strait, sa 
Black a Miler Weve  Stronéi wo. 
Blu : Hainer, Nebr. pias, Wis. Sulloway, 
Burrell, Heiner, Pa. — Tayler, 
Burton, Ohio Hepburn, Bosley. ; Terry, 
Calderhead, Hermann, 3 Thomas, 
Chickering, Hilborn, N way, Tucker, 
a in a a 
Cooper. Tex. Howell, Phillips, woe Mass. 
uff, Pickler, Watson, Ind. 
Curtis Kans Johnson, Cal. Pitney, Watson, Ohio 
Daniels, Jonson, N. Dak. Frince tao 3. oO. 
De Armond, Kirkpatrick, Woodard, 
Denny, Knox, oomer. 
Witt, ; Eiuaker, ¥ it, ; 
Dolliver, Lefever, Shafroth, 
coat VOTING—i23. 
Adams, * Soceen: r Edighty, 
Aldrich, 0. Cowen, .. Leisenring, 
Andrews, Crump, Leonard, 
Avery, " Curtis, N.Y. ron, Lewis: 
— = Se 
partiots, ¥. = , ; | 
; 5 Mahon, 
b YY. r. ee zen 
Prosins, Fischer, Hratioe, 
Brumm, Hutcheson, 
Clarke, Ala , Hyde, 
Cobb, b Jones, 
. E& & 





Murphy, Rusk, Spencer, Walker, Va. 
Murray, Sayers, Stallings. Wanger, 
Newlands, Scranton, Strode, Nebr. Wellington, 
Odell, Shannon, Swanson, Wheeler, 
Ogden, Shaw, Tawney, Wilber, 
Patterson, Skinner Thorp, Willis, 
Price, Smith, Dl. Towne, Wilson, Idaho 
ey enee. re, Treloar, Wilson, N. Y. 
Ro m, La. Southwick, Turner, Va. Wilson, Ohio 
Robinson, Pa. Sparkman, Wadsworth, Woodman. 

The following additional pairs were announced: 

For this day: 


Mr. AVERY with Mr. CLARKE of Alabama. 

Mr. MERCER with Mr. FirzGERALD, 

Mr. SCRANTON with Mr. Swanson. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker, I desire toinquire, for infor- 
mation, whether it would be in order to move to adjourn before 
the vote is announced. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that motion is not in order 
until after the vote has been announced. 

The result of the vote was then announced, as above racorded. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker, I now move that the House 

ourn. 
e question was taken, and there were—ayes 28, noes 98. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question being taken on the passage of the bill, the Speaker 
dec that the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. I ask for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 103, noes 39. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The _ and nays were refused, only 15 members voting in favor 
thereof. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. MORSE, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

SALARIES OF CONGRESSIONAL EMPLOYEES. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask imme- 
diate c8nsideration for the usual joint resolution in respect to the 

yment of the salaries of employees of the House and the Senate 

‘or the month of December. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 209) was read, as follows: 

Resolwed by the Senate and House of Representatives, etc., That the Secretary 
of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and they are 
hereby, authorized and instruc to pay the officers and employees of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, including the Capitol police, their 
ve salaries for the month of December, 1586, on the 18th day of said 
mon 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Qn motion of Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, a motion to reconsider 
on vote by which the joint resolution was passed was laid on the 
table. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HULL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
the annual Army appropriation bill (H. R. 9638); which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, i will state that the bill carries oniy 
two new items of legislation, one abandoning the Army and Navy 
Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., and the other extending for ten 
days the time for the Paymaster-General to examine vouchers. 

. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to reserve all points of 
order on the bill. 


TAX ON ALCOHOL USED IN THE ARTS, ETO. 


Mr. EVANS. I desire to call up the House amendments, dis- 
to by the Senate, to the joint resolution (S. R. 162) con- 
uing in force section 2 of the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled 
“An act to mores section 61 of ‘An act to reduce taxation, to pro- 
vide revenue for the Government, and for other pu 8,’ which 
became a law August 28, 1894.” I move that the ome agree to 
the request of the Senate for a conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses, 
The motion was agreed to. 
PRINTING OF AN AMENDMENT. 
Mr. DINGLEY. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
Mr. McRAE. I ask the gentleman from Maine to withhold that 
motion for a moment, in order that I may obtain consent to have 
inted in the Recorp a substitute which I desire to propose for 
Atlantic and Pacific reorganization bill. 
Mr. DINGLEY. The request is simply to print in the Recorp 
&@ proposed substitute? 
.McRAE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DINGLEY. 1 withdraw the motion for that purpose. 
Mr. McRAE. I ask consent to have printed in the RecorD a 
substitute which I wish to offer. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkansas asks to have 
printed in the REcorD a substitute for the bill now pending in the 
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morning hour, reported by the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. 
Powers]. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 
The proposed substitute is as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 

“That the purchasers of the railroad pespertn of the Atlantic and Pacific 
Railroad Company which may at any time hereafter be sold at judicial sale 
in any suit or suits for the foreclosure of any of the mortgages heretofore 
executed by said company thereon by authority of Congress may page 
anew by filing in the office of the Secretary of the Interior and in the office 
of the secretary of state of each State through or into which said Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad may run a copy of the deed or deeds conveying said rail- 
road and property, with a certificate, signed by them, setting forth the name 
adopted by them. the names, number, and residences, respectively, of its 
directors, and a copy of any plan of reorganization adopted by said purchasers 
or pursuant to which such purchase shall have been made. Upon filingsuch 
certificate such pereneesre. oe associates, poueunaes, and oo =, by 
the name specified in said certificate, possess the franchise to be a corporation 
with the same limitations and powers as the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad 
Company, and shall be subject to all the obligations and duties heretofore 
imposed by Congress upon said company, and may acquire and hold any 
property of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company: Provided, That as a 
condition precedent to reorganization the purchasers of the railroad yecpery 
and their associates shall relinquish in writing all claim, right, title, an 
interest to all jands granted to the Atlantic and Pacific Railr Company 
embraced within both the granted and indemmity limits, which are adjacent 
toand coterminus with the uncompleted portions of the road, on the 6th 
of July, 1886. That aneg herein shall be held to revive any right hereto- 
fore forfeited or to extend to said purchasers at said foreclosure sale any 
other rights than those mentioned in the original granting act and not for- 
feited by the terms of the act approved July 6, 1886; and it may from time to 
time issue bonds, secured by mortgage upon its tangible property and fran- 
chises or otherwise, not exceeding in the aggregate the sums due upon the 
mortgages heretofore executed by authority of Co: ss at the time of the 
foreciosure sale, and the debts, demands, and liabilities protected and pro- 
vided for by section 4 of this act, and $15,000 additional _ milefor railroad 
hereafter constructed, the interest on any of which bonds shell not exceed 4 

er cent per annum, and stocks not re in the aggregate the amount 
Bid and paid or credited for property acquired under such foreclosure pro- 
cevdings, and the debts, demands, and liabilities protected and provided for 
by section 4 of this act; but additional stock may be issued for money, labor, 
or tangible property, at its actual cash value, to the par or face value of the 
stock, which may be common stock or preferred stock, or both, as may be 
authorized at stockholders’ meetings; and any stock issued contrary to the 
provisions hereof shall be void; and that any such mortgage shall be filed and 
recorded in the office of the Secretary of the Interior and in the office of the 
register of deeds of each county through and into which said railroad may 
run as aufficient proof and notice of its legal execution and effectual delivery 
and of the lien thereby created. 

“Seo. 2. That sach successor company, its successors and assigns, and any 
purchaser of lands at such foreclosure sale under such mortgages heretofore 
executed by said company other than bona fide purchasers for actual settle- 
ment and cultivation, shall sell to any applicant therefor, for purposes of 
actual settlement and cultivation by such applicant, in tracts of not less than 
40 nor more than 160 acres each, at a price not exceeding $1.25 per acre, any 
agricultural land then unsold heretofore granted by Congress to the Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad Company and acquired by purchasers at said foreclosure 
sale asaforesaid: Provided, That said company may reserve to itself, its suc- 
cessors and assigns, in the sale of any lands applied hereunder, all coal neces 
sary for use in the maintenance and operation of said railroad which may be 
found therein and open for mining prior to such foreclosure sale, and the right 
to take therefrom gravel for its own uses: d, however, That said com- 
pany shail have the cons toreserve from sale hereunder and tootherwise dis- 
pose of such tracts or es of arid lands as it shall deem necessary or advis- 
able for use inany way in promoting and developing ton. through com- 
panies or associations 0 ized under and subject to the laws of the States 
in which such lands are situated. 

“Spo. 3. That neither the Atlanticand Pacific Railroad Company nor such 
suecessor corporation, its successors or , Shall consolidate its stock, 
or the stock at any time by it held in any subsidiary corporation, with, or 
sell, convey, or lease said railway, or by other corporate action give con- 
trol or management over and of the same, to any corporation, company, 
person, or association of persons whateyer without the consent of Co ; 
and any contract entered into by successor qoenaety in vi 
of the provisions hereof shall be null and void, and may be enjoined at 
the suit of the United States or any State in which said road or any — 
thereof is situate in any court of competent jurisdiction: Provided, 
nothing herein contained shall be construed as making any additional t 
of lands to such successor corporation, or a waiver of any right of the United 
States now existing to enforce any further forfeiture of lands heretofore 
granted to the said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, or as in any manner 
affecting the vested 3 of any settler or settlers on any of the lands here- 
tofore granted to the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, or of any pur- 
chaser or purchasers of any such lands from said company, or to ex to 
any purchasers at said foreclosure sale, or any subseqnent foreclosure sale 
under the mortgages hereby authorized, any other or different rights than 
those heretofore nted to said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad bees yy 

* Sno. 4. That all debts, demands, and liabilities due or owing by said Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad Compary, which were contracted, accrued, or incurred 
in any State or Territory through or into which its line of extends to 
any resident thereof other than railroad corporations, forticket or freight bal- 
ances, or for work, labor, material, machinery, fixtures,and supplies of every 
kind done, performed, or furnished in the — equipment, or operation, 
construction, or extension of said railroad or branches, and ali liabilities 
said railroad company in the transportation of freightand passengers, inelnd- 
ing demages for injuries to employees or others, and to property, which ac- 
crued, or upon which suit has been brought and is now pending, or upon 
which judgments against said railroad company have been rendered and 
remain unsatisfied in any such State, and all liabilities on appeal, or super- 

or cost bonds, or in garnishment proceedings, without regard to the 
date of such bonds, together with all debts and liabilities which such receiver 
may have inc in operating said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad and its 
branches, including claims for injuries to person and property, shall be paid 
by such reorganiz company; eas utente rendered thereon such 
receiver, and remaining . Shall have full force and effect against 
such reorganized qpueany, 2 be enforced execution or other proper 
final process directly against such reorgan company and its — 
and shall be a prior lien thereon: And provided further, That if the ho!ders 
bondssecured by the first meennee the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany shall surrender their and accept in lieu thereof bonds or stock or 
th from the purchasers at such foreclosure sale, then said first mortgage 
shall be held to be extinguished: And provided further, That in every case of 
failure of the title to any lands conveyed or contracted to be sold by said 
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, any and all rights of such puree 
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stock 
in the newly organized com * of ownership of which 
forfeiture might be worked, rnal be forfeited and canceled on the books ot 
the com as soon as a knowledge of such ownership reaches the 
of directors of the said organized corporation; and 
to make such forfeiture and can n and the stock is hereby 
conferred on the said newly organized 
mse vigia, privikogen, Autisn, maak ein 
same uties 
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the original act incorporating Atlantic and Pacific 
and any and all acts amendatory thereto. 
“Suc. 6. That Congress shall at all times have the power to alter, 


or repeal this act.” 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was — as follows: 
To Mr. ReysBuRn, indefinitely, on account of of himself, 
To Mr. Crump, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. WHEELER, for three days. 

To Mr. Harris, for two weeks, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Sora, for five _— on account of t business. 

To Mr. Lewss, indefinitely, on account of important business. 

To Mr. Hu.ine, for this day, on account of important business, 

To Mr. Hyps, for two on account of illness. 

To Mr. Eppy, for three days. 

Mr. DING . Inow renew my motion to adjourn. 

The motion was to; and accordingly ‘at 4 o’clock p. m.) 
the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXTV, the f executive commu- 
—— were taken from the Speaker's and referred as 

ollows: 

A letter from the Postmaster-General, requesting the House to 
return to the Post-Office Department the pa’ transmitted tothe 
House in relation to the claim of R. M. , postmaster of 
Springfield, I1l.—to the Committee on Claims. \ 

Aletter from the Commissioner of the Freedman’s Sa bank 
and Trust Company, ee ee, hw 
ending December 5, 1896—to the on and 
rency, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the cases of 
John W. Burkitt, administrator of Joshua W. Elder, deceased, 
and Jane Wherry, adininistratrix of John J. , deceased. 
against The United States—to the Committee on War and 
: Al “fm ang a of the ury, transmitting esti- 

etter from A 

mate and recommendation ndditioval alerke in the customs 
division, Secretary’s Office—to the Committee on A: i 
and ordered to be printed. - 

eColmat oemiliniee ciara report mado by the super 
o um a a e 
tendent of telegraph and service of the Dis a 
response to the requirement of et cee 
the Committee on Appropriations, and to be privted, 

























































ting the Secretary of State, 

tines tting an estimate for an additional for the 
in exhibition at Brussels—to the on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting ie See eres 
estimates of required to meet urgen 
demands upon the Government for the service of the current 
prior fiscal years—to on 
to be printed. ‘ 

A letter from the Secretary of the ; 
cane tras eee = 1896—to ie Con — 

t for the une 30, e Commi 
and ordered to ts 


—— of examination and survey of 
a canal to connect the Black Warrior River and Fivemile Creek, 
Alabama, via Valley Creek—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the, Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
White River, Arkansas—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey 
of Cedar Creek, Delaware—to the Committee on Rivers and Har- 
bors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of ineers, report of examination and survey 
of the North Fork of Lewis River, Washington—to the Commit- 
tee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey 
of Raisin River, Monroe County, Mich.—to the Committee on 
Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, of examination and survey of 
St. Francis River to the Sunk a, aS Mo.—to the Com- 
mittee on Rivers and Harbors, and to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 


from the Chief of Engineers, of examination and survey of 
Neosho River, Kanses—to the ittee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed 


A letter from the of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and surve 
of Ship Island Pass, Mississippi—to the Committee on Rivers an 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and surve 
of St. Jones River, Delaware—to the Committee on Rivers an 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of : , report of examination and survey of 
Menominee Harbor, and Wisconsin—to the Commi 
on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, of examination and surve 


of Redwood Creek, California—to the Committee on Rivers an 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of exami mand survey 


E 
i 
: 


Carolina—to the Committee on Rivers and 


Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
the channel between River and Galveston Bay, Texas—to 
the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and surve 
of Dividing Creek, New J: —to the Committee on Rivers an 
Harbors, and ordered to be 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Wading River, New Jersey—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmi , with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of ion and surve 
of Mohawk River, New York—to the Committee on Rivers 
Hastere: tat entesed tobe printed. ae 

letter from Secretary ar, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
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Northport Harbor, New York—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmtitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
North River, Washington—to the Committee on Rivers and Har- 
bors, and ordered to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORT. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. RAY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported adversely (Report No. 2324) the bill (H.R. 
4057) in relation to cigarettes and to limit the effect of the regu- 
lation of ccmmerce between the several States and with foreign 
countries in certain cases; and the said bill and report were laid 
on the table. 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
lowing titles were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. K. 9598) authorizing the pay- 
ment of export bounties on agricultural and other products of the 
United States, conditioned on their prices in principal markets 
and upon their carriage in American or foreign vessels—to the 
Comunittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BELL of Colorado: A bill (H. R. 9599) authorizing every 
United States district judge to appoint a stenographic reporter, 
and to tix the compensation and duties of such reporter—to the 
Committee on the J mre 

Mr. SPERRY: A bill (H. R. 9600) to provide for aids to 
navigation—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. LOUD: A bill (H. R. 9601) to amend an act entitled 
‘“‘An act providing for the public printing and binding and the 
distribution of public documents,” approved January 12, 1895— 
to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. WILLIAM F. ALDRICH: A bill (H. R. 9602) to require 
contestees in contested-election cases to give bond to the United 
States—to the Committee on Elections No. 1. 

By Mr. BERRY: A bill (H. R. 9603) amending section 1 of an 
act granting pensions to army nurses, passed August 5, 1892—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PRINCE: A bill (H. R. 9604) to authorize the Secretary 
of War to acquire right of way for the Illinois and Mississippi 
Canal through Moline Bridge across Rock River—to the Commit- 
tee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9605) in relation to a portion of the submerged 
lands in the Rock Island Arsenal water-power pool—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MONDELL: A bill (H. R. 9606) to authorize the entry 
and patenting of lands containing petroleum and other mineral 
oils under the Se laws of the United States—to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. LOUD: A bill (H. R. 9607) to amend an act to permit 
the use of the right of way through public lands for tramroads, 
canals, and reservoirs, and for other purposes—to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9608) to facilitate the construction, working, 
and maintenance of telegraphic communication between the 
United States, the Hawaiian Islands, Japan, and Australasia, and 
to promote commerce—to the Committee on Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce. 

y Mr. DALZELL: A bill (H. R. 9609) to change the names of 
certain streets in the city of Washington, D. C.—to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. HOWARD: Joint resolution (H. Res. 207) recognizing 
the Republic of Cuba as a free and independent government—to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. TRELOAR: Joint resolution (H. Res. 208) proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, lengthening 
the terms of Senators and Representatives in Congress to eight 
and four years, respectively, and also lengthening the term of the 
President of the United States to eight years—to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SMITH of Illinois (by request): Resolution (House Res. 
No. 441) to pay W. H. Smith for services rendered in the library 
of the House—to the Committee on Accounts. 





PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire: A bill (H. R. 9610) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to Mary E. Barden—to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BELL of Texas: A bill (H. R. 9611) granting a pension 
to John J. Osborn—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 9612) granting a pension to 
Moses E. Osborn—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BRUMM: A bill (H. R. 9618) to increase the pension of 
Joel Metz—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BULL: A bill (H.R. Vocus a pension to William 
F. Bolan, invalid son of John V. Bolan, late private in Company 
A, Third Regiment Rhode Island Heavy Artillery—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H, R. 9615) for the relief 
of Maria Johnson (widow) and minor children—to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9616) to increase the pension of Edward W. 
Nortoni, late assistant surgeon Fifty-ninth Massachusetts Volun- 
teer Infantry—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CROWTHER: A bill (H. R. 9617) granting a pension to 
John N. Smith—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DINGLEY: A bill (H. R. 9618) for the relief of the 
owners of the ship Achilles—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. DOCKERY: A bill (H. R. 9619) granting a pension to 
Mirum C. Peck—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9620) granting a pension to 
Albert Hammer—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HATCH: A bill (H. R. 9621) to remove the charge of 
desertion from the military record of David Woods—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HULL: A bill (H. R. 9622) granting pension to Julia A. 
Hays, widow of Edwin R. Hays, Company L, First Ohio Heavy 
Artillery —to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. : 

By Mr. HUNTER: A bill (H. R. 9623) for the relief of Albert O. 
Brown—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. KENDALL: A bill (H. R. 9624) for the relief of the 
soldiers of the Three Forks Battalion of Kentucky—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. KERR: A bill (H. R. 9625) granting an increase of 
pension to James McCoy—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9626) granting an increase of pension to 
Friendly Lewis—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9627) granting an increase of pension to Wil- 
liam J. Holway—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LONG: A bill (H. R. 9628) for the relief of Thomas 
Guthrie—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. McCALL of Tennessee: A bili (H. R. 9629) for the relief 
of M. Robison, administrator T. E. Robison, deceased, late of Hen- 
derson County, Tenn.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MILNES: A bill (H. R. 9630) for the relief of George W. 
Freeman—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. NOONAN: A bill (H. R. 9631) for the relief of Julius E. 
Mugge—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. OTEY (by request): A bill (H. R. 9632) for the relief 
of Morgan College—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9638) for the relief of 8. Plummer Morton, 
alias Martin Phelps—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. OTJEN: A bill (H. R. 9634) granting a pension to John 
W. Brisbois—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. STROWDof North Carolina: A bill (H. R. 9635) author- 
izing and directing the Secretary of War to place the name of W, 
H. High, of Wake County, N.C., on the pension roll on account 
of services rendered in the Mexican war—to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

By Mr. TERRY (by request): A bill (H. R. 9636) to amend 
the records of Company A, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HUFF: A bill (H. R. 9637) to correct the military rec- 
ord of Jacob Gaffney, of Madison, Pa.—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire: Resolutions of the New 
Hampshire Medical Society, protesting against the passage of 
Senate bill No. 1552, entitled ‘‘A bill for the further prevention of 
cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia ”—to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BARTHOLDT: Petition of citizens of St. Louis, Mo., 
favoring the intervention of the United States in favor of Cuban 
independence—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BREWSTER: Petition of citizens of Pittsford, N. Y., 
regarding the — a of American citizens and their property 
in Turkey, and the Armenian atrocities—to the Committee on 
reoe airs. 

By Mr. COUSINS: Resolution of the board of trustees of the 
Iowa Agricultural College, favoring the dr tg = engineer- 
ing experiment station bill—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By r, CURTIS of Iowa: Petition of the St. Louis (Mo.) Acad- 


emy of Science, protesting against the passage of Senate bill 


No. 1558, restricting experimentation w 
investigation—to the Committee on the 
Also, petition of the Davenport oe 
tion, to close crevasse in Pass a L’Ou 
aay Me DALZELL Resolutions adopted 

y Mr. : uw meeting of 
the citizens of Pitts , Pa., relative to Armenian outrages—to 
the Committee on Fo: Affairs. : 

at Se ee oe ioe F oe other 
citizens o: ubenville, o, favoring passage Ding- 
ley tariff bill—to the Committee on a Means. 

y Mr. EDDY: Resolution of the St. Paul (Minn.) Chamber of 
Commerce, indorsing Senate bill No. 2447 for a department of com- 
merce and manufactures—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce, 

. By Mr. oes oe = Dr. G.R. ee. <a 
enn., asking compensation for property taken States 
forces during the late war—to the Committee on War 
By Mr. HICKS: Petition of bottle blowers of the United 
States, for restricted immigra’ to the Committee on Immi- 
Oey Mt onTULLe Pane oe House bill granting 

y Mr. : accompany House gran a pen- 
sion to Julia A. Bent a a of Knoxville, lowa—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pe ‘ a 

By Mr. KIEFER: Petition of 15 citizens of Stillwater, Minn., 
asking for extension of time in which to im on 
mining claims—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, resolution of the St. Paul Chamber of Commerce, indors- 
ing the proposed creation as part of Government of a t 

f —* ufactures—to the Committee on Interstate 
erce. 


ney Me PATRICK: Petition of H. L. Jones and other cit- 
1Zens 0. ey ville, Kans., testing agair 5 
for the construction of cc Kanes City, Oklahoma and South- 


western manooe through the Indian Territory—to the Committee 
on Railways an 


Canals. 

By Mr. PITNEY: Petition of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Asso- 
ciation of the United States in favor of the prohibition of immi- 
gration—to the Committee on Po and Naturalization. 

By Mr.SNOVER: Petition of 28 ci of North Branch, Mich., 
praying for favorable action on House bill No. 838, to reduce letter 

to 1 cent per half ounce, and bill No. 4566, to amend the 
laws relating to second-class matter—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 


SENATE. 
TUESDAY, December 15, 1896. 
OF a by Rey. T. De Wrirr Tatmaaz, D. D., of the city of 


ange eg 
The Vice-President being absent, the President pro tempore 
took the chair. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of 's pro- 

ek vse ae forties reading Sas. 
ous consent, was — 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The Journal stand ap- 
proved, if there be no objection. It is approved. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BRowninG, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had 
the following bill and joint resolution; in which it requested the 
concurrence of the : 

A bill (H. R. 1888) to further amend an act entitled “An act 
regulating the saleof intoxicating liquors in the District of Colum- 
bia,” on March 8, 18938; ‘ ' 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 209) to pay theofficers and 
of the Senate and House of tives their ve sal- 
aiee for: he, CE ee ee of said 
mon 

ALLEGANY INDIAN RESERVATION LANDS. 

The PRESIDENT pro 
nication from the the , 
to a provision contained in the Indian 
10, 1896, a communication from the 
Affairs ther with a 


corporations in 
ion in the State of New York; which, 
papers, was referred to the Committee 
ordered to. be printed. 
REPORT OF THE COLUMBIA RAILWAY COMPANY. 
The PRESIDENT pro laid before the Senate a commu- 


nication from the Satter Gnaneee of the Interior, transmitting the report 
‘way 


of the Columbia Rail of Washington, D. C., for the 


on Indian 







































































fiscal year ended February 29, 1896, with a statement of 


of the cable rail ; Wi with the accom 
ert wan sebervek estan ittee on the District of Colum- 
bia, and ordered to be printed. 
SECOND-CLASS MAIL MATTER. 


CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance 
to the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, a certified of 
the final ascertainment of the electors for President and 
President from the State of Arkansas; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The PRESIDENT tempore announced the of the 
Vice-President to the enrolled bills; which previously 
been si by the Speaker of the House of tatives: 

A H. R. 2604) to increase the pension of line A. Hough, 


widow of Brig. Gen. John Hough; and 
A bill oo R. 4354) ting a pension to Mrs. Mary Gould Carr, 
idow of the late . and Bvt. Maj. Gen. Joseph B. Carr, United 
tates Volunteers, deceased. 


STRATTON H. BENSCOTER. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem laid before the Senate the request 
of the House of Representatives for the return of the bill (H. R. 
8771) for the relief of Stratton H. Benscoter; and by ous 
consent the request was ordered to be complied with and the bi 
returned to the House of Representatives. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. MORGAN presented the credentials of Edmund Winston 
Pettus, chosen by the legislature of Alabama a Senator to repre- 
sent that State in the Senate of the United States for the term 
commencing the 4th day of March, 1897; which were read, and 
ordered to be filed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem presented a —— of sundry 
citizens of Washington Coun uty Ind., praying for the of 
the so-called Dingley tariff ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, 


Mr. CAMERON ted a petition of the select and common 
a riation be 


councils of Philadelphia, Pa., ying that an 
made for out the Back Chann and lm e League 
Island Navy-Yard; which was referred to the ttee on Com- 
merce. 

He also 


presented a petition of sundry citizens of Pittsburg, 
Pa., and a petition of fhe Young e’s of Christian 
Endeavor and sundry members of the Pres church of 
Hazleton, Pa., praying for the enactment of legislation to relieve 
the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which were referred to the 

Committee on Foreign Relations. 
He ~— — a a ong ie Ga. — Post, ot 
Grand Army e Republic, a a., praying e 
to the in of Cuba; which was referred 


ee 
Valentine, in the county of Cherry 
4 ao Ni . ieee ee Be oeeee purposes; 
which referred Committee on Lan 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wiscot 


: isconsin presented a petition of the Su 
rior Commercial Club, of Superior, Wis,, praying thet the har r 
of Duluth and be at as early a date as possi- 
tie; wien ee = ae So cu. 

. HILL presented a sundry woolgrowers 0: - 
daga ,N.Y., for the of the Ding- 
hte" BURKOWS prseted to pettions of dames B COUS tnd 

: ames B. an 
86 other citizens of D. 8. French and 4 other citi- 


of : 
St. Johns, andof G. W. Vanaiken and 16 other citizens of 
Coldwater, a8 ms Ding c of a ying = the passage 
so-called ey tariff bill; w were referred to th 

o itt Fi y e 


on 
Mr. BRICE presented a petition of the Strong, Carlisle & Tur- 
ney Company, of Cleveland. Ohio, ying for the enactment of 


legislation reforming the 
ng 
and Post- 


Springfield, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation pro- 
hibiting the transportation of obscene matter from State to State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


Springfield, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation pro- 
viding for the appointment of an impartial commission to inves- 
— the labor problem and to suggest a solution; which was 
referred 


Springfield, Ohio, praying for theenactment of legislation to for- 
bid the mails to papers publishing details of suicides, except on 
police order for identification; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


secretary of the American Anti-Saloon League of Springfield, 
Ohio, praying for the passage of House bill 
the sale 


referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


sas City, Mo., praying Congress to recognize the independence of 
Cuba and also to give material aid to the Cuban people; which 
yas referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


nois, praying for the 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


sentative colored citizens of the 
passage of a bill to provide a home for aged and infirm colored 


ee. 
ucation and Labor. 


159 


a laws in regard to second-class 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 


He also presented a petition of the Ministerial Association of 


He also presented a petition of the Ministerial Association of 


to the Committee on Edu cation and Labor. 
He also presented a petition of the Ministerial Association of 


He also presented the petition of Rev. Edward C. Dinwiddie, 


0. 7083, prohibiting 
of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol building; which was 


Mr. VEST presented a petition of the Board of Trade of Kan- 


Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of sundry citizens of Mli- 
of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; 
Mr. THURSTON. I present a petition signed by 10,000repre- 
nited States, praying for the 


I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on 


The motion was aqrees to. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas presented the petition of Robert L. 
Owen, of Muscogee, Ind. T., praying Congress to consider his 
claim for services rendered in the settlement of the Old Settler 
Cherokee claim; which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
were referred the following bills, reported them severally with- 
out amendment, and submitted reports thereon : 

A bill (H. R. 7127) granting a pension to Samuel D. Gilman ; 

A bill (H. R. 5710) ting a pension to Eleanor L. Curtiss; 

A bill tH R. 5787) for the relief of Henry A. F. Worth; 

A bill (H. R. 158) granting a pension to Mary Collins; 

A bill (H. a 3890) granting a pension to George William 
on; an 

A bill (H. R. 1511) for the relief of Lydia Boynton Ferris. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 

was referred the bill (H. R. 4281) granting pension to George 

Johnson, of Lenox, lowa, reported it with amendments, and snb- 

mitted a report thereon. 

Mr. CANNON, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3252) to increase the pension of Esther Brown, 

rted it without amendment. 

* I report back without amendment, from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, with a report accompanying it, the 
annual pension appropriation bill, being the bill (H. R. 9473) 
making appropriations for the payment of invalid and other pen- 
sions of the United States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, 
and for other purposes. 

I give notice that to-morrow morning, after the routine morn- 
ing business, I shall ask the Senate to take up the bill and pass it. 
It is the only appropriation bill that has reached the Senate from 
the House. 

a VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar. 


H 


HOLIDAY RECESS. 


Mr. HALE. I also report back from the Committee on Appro- 
priations, without amendment, the House resolution proposing an 
adjournment for the holidays; and I ask that it be put on its 


The concurrent resolution of the House of Representatives was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agweed to, as follows: 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That 


when the two Houses adjourn on Tuesday, the 2%1 day of December, they 
stand adjourned until 12 o'clock meridian on Tuesday, January 5, 1897. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. BRICE introduced a bill (S. 3383) granting a pension to 
William H. Junkin; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (5. 3384} to authorize and empower 
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the governor of Alaska to appoint justices of the peace and con- 
stables in and for the District of Alaska; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred. to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

He alse introduced a bill (S. 3385) to refer certain claims for 
Indian depredations to the Court of Claims; which was read twice 
by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on Indian Depredations. 

Mr. BLACKBURN introduced a bill (S. 3386) for relief of Leo 
L. Johnson; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3387) to complete the =e 
record of James Hicks, formerly captain Company M, Twe 
Regiment Ohio Cavalry Volunteers; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill (S. 3388) to farther regulate 
the sale of milk in the District of Columbia, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying papers, referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. PALMER introduced a bill (S. 3389) to amend an act grant- 
ing pensions to the survivors of the Indian wars from 1832 to 1842, 
inclusive, known as the Black Hawk war, the Creek war, the 
Cherokee disturbances, and the Seminole war; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALTHALL introduced a bill (S. 3390) for the relief of the 
Roman Catholic Church of St. Peters, at Jackson, Miss.; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Cammittee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. ALLEN introduced a bill (8. 3391) directihg the Secretary 
of the Interior to make surveys for and determine and report on 
the cost of erecting reservoirs on certain rivers in the United 
States and their tributaries, and making appropriation therefor, 
and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title, and 
— to the Committee on Irrigation and Reclamation of Arid 

ands, 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3392) for the relief of Daniel C. 
Hefferman, of Dakota County, Nebr.; which was read twice by its 
title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. PERKINS introduced a bill (S. 8398) to increase the pension 
of Wesley C. Sawyer; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BAKER introduced a bill (S. 3394) for the relief of Capt. 
John T. Bruen, late of the Tenth Independent Battery New York 
Volunteers; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 3395) to amend an act 
entitled “‘An act for the relief and civilization of the Chippewa 
Indians in the State of Minnesota,” approved January 14, 1889; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8896) to authorize and direct the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay the moneys herein specified to 
the respective bands of Chippewa Indians in the State of Minne- 
sota, according to their r tive rights and interests; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian 


ffairs. 

Mr. HARRIS (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3397) granting 
a pension to Etta 8. Stillson, widow of Philo B. Stillson, lieuten- 
ant-colonel One hundred and ninth Regiment New York Volun- 
teers; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. QUAY introduced a bill (S. 3398) to provide an American 
register for the bark FE. C. Mowatt, of Philadelphia, Pa.; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. GEAR introduced a bill (S. 8399) granting a pension to 
John W. Penneli; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KYLE introduced a bill (S. 3400) granting an increase of 
pension to John A. Worswick; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. McMILLAN introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 178) to 
permit railroads in the District to ony additional = of 
streets to accommodate the traveling public attending the inan- 
gural ceremonies; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the mpempenr nd paper, referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia : 

He also introduced a joint resolution (S.R.174) to suspend the 
operation of an act approved February 13, 1895, entitled “‘An act 
to amend an act entitled ‘An act to provide for the settlement of 
all outstanding claims against the District of Columbia, and con- 
ferring jurisdiction on the Court of Claims to hear the same, and 
for other purposes,’ sevens June 16, 1880;” which was read twice 
aon title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 


PRINTING OF A PAPER ON THE SENATE, 


Mr. COCKRELL. I ask for an order that a <a 
published in the Youth’s Companion of 13, 1890, and 
quoted in my in the Senate in January, 1892, be ted as 
a document. It will costonly a few and it is a very excel 
leh orice T hope it may be po ook Se Senate. 

e RESIDENT pro tempore. order ting? 

Mr. COCKRELL. No, I have not written the order. 

The PRESIDENT pro The Senator from Missourt 
asks that a certain paper of he informs the Senate may be 
printed as a document. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and it will be so ordered. 


USE OF MONEY IN ELECTIONS. 


Mr. ALLEN. I submit a resolution, which I ask may be read, 
The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That a committee of nine Senators be elected Senate to 
constitute a a ee ee 
mittee be instructed to in the 
any, was used in 
moting the nominations or in any 
dential electors, and to inquire whether or not 
or unla 


tee, any legislation b ongetese 
vent the use of sooten i eon — i 
by —— sub commi to send 


GEscnpamses tharcel tt ko paul eat of ks aaa fund of the 

The PRESIDENT hay oe Under the law the resolution 
will go to the Commi on Con t 

Mr. ALLEN. Before the resol is referred, I desire the 
indulgence of the Senate just a moment to have two articles 
showing the necessity for the passage of the resolution.: I 
occupy the attention of the Senate but a moment. I send to the 
desk and ask to have read an editorial from the New York 
The PRESIDENT pro'temm If there be no objection, the 

e ro tempore. ere be no 0 

ante 4 will read the pepe us the request of the Senator from 

ebraska. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

(New York Tribune, December 11, 1896.) 


THE SILVER OUTBREAK. 
Senator ALLEN and the bolters who 


are resented by 

popular decision on the 
attempt to keep the whole country in 
time because the decision was 


free " 
in this country means obedience 
e source of all authority. The man whois bea’ 
bound to abandon his ion. He is at liberty to 
Buipers to convince saat ea Sean eg ey be in his 
bound, if he any sense of loyalty, to respect verdict 
pin anté 0 now one rendered. like 


i 
ele 


E 
iil 
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fice 
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ge 
it 


Allie 
Begegs Bpesae 


. 
at 


Mr. ALLEN. I ack aloo to hare 2008 Se SES Ie Sees 
from oe ms Field, and Fireside, published at Chicago, 


5, 1896. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, If there be no objection, thé 
will read as aaek. 

Mr. . The cle is short, 
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The Secretary read as follows: 

{Farm, Field, and Fireside, December 5, 1896 } 
ELECTION ECHOES. 

The following table the vote for President in 1892 and 1896, 
leruiatvote sn ee and problematical increase in thore 
Btates 2 strength far beyond any rea- 
sonable increase 






for 
Popular vote, 1982. Vee ge ees 
States. 
Demo- | Repub-} Popu- | McKin- Bryan Pal- 
Ea | Rat | | evan. | _ 
<dinviondiiantel 138 197 181 737 | +107,137 671 
———_— rie | aston it | seers) none | 
California 151 | 118,927 Bil | 146,217 | 142,926 |....... 
Colorads --:---------"| “waiaas'| Frome | amo | alone | earoe | 4.504 
mnecticut.....-.-..- : 
be 18,521 | 18,077 20,967 | 16,671 | 967 
~~“ jgaes'| ato | tion | seme! one 
8, 599 10, 520 5, 081 16, 754 |. ..-..--. 
399, 288 22,207 | 604,467 | 463,299 6,195 
255, 615 22,198 | 327,739 | 300,318 | 2,148 
igre | aeniit| isesat | isi | Lae 
135, 441 23,500 | 218,955 uit" 5,018 
13,311 13,232 21,627 76,383 | 1,810 
62, 878 2,085 80,425; 2,217! 1,864 
92, 736 796 | 136,950 | 102,754 | 2,507 
‘202, 814 8,210 | 267,787 | 102,655 | 11,510 
222, 708 10,802 | 203,327 | 237,251 | 6,980 
579 | 122,736 90,308 | 193,455 | 188,477 | 3,209 
27 1,406 10,259 4,849 933 | 1,021 
628 | 226,762 41,188 | 804,040 983,652) 2,355 
54 18, 838 7,299 10, 100 4.276 }......-. 
943} 87,227 83,134 | 102,565 115.685 | 2,707 
7 2,822 7, 267 1,738 6,751 }....... 
New Hampshire ...... 42,081 45, 658 293 57,444) 21,271) 3,420 
New Jersey .... .-....-. 171,066 | 156,089 985 | 221,367 | 133,675 | 6,873 
a, , eee 654,809 | 600,350 16,429 | 795,271 | 543,839 | 18,829 
Carolina ....... 182,951 | 100,346 44,732 | 155,222); 174,488 578 
North Dakota.........}.......... li, oi 17,650 23,825 18,175 }....... 
Ohio _...........-....-.| 404,115 | 405, 14,850 | 625,989) 474,880 1,857 
DD avipag whendahet 14,248 35, 0&2 26,875 48, 689 46, 618 851 
Pennsylvania .........| 452,264 | 516,011 8,714} 728,800} 427,127 | 11,000 
Rhode Island.......... 24, 5 27,069 227 36,437 14,459 | 1,166 
h Carolina_....... 54, 698 es 2,410 9,318 58, 801 ae 
uth Dakota......... 9, 081 R88 26, 512 45, 100 45,275 | 2,500 
messee.............| 186,477 99,973 | 23,622) 148,773 | 163,651) 1,951 
CAGED <..-c:cncucueuianl Mee Sl, 444 99, 638 182) 21,270) 4,000 
ee 16,825 | _ 87,988 43 ne 04, 851 |.._.... 
Virginia ...............| 163,977 | 133,256 1,274 51, 10,179 | 1,331 
Washington........... 2a, S44 36, 470 19,105 | 135,361 | 155,968 | 2,216 
West “IL seaas | Saas | 165 | 0,495 | “Gower | 2100 
Fee | eee) RE Bee| Bees| sates baa 
YOMUING ..-.-----«---|+----+---- ’ , 
RE. cect ctdiccnigntitidiinttbinshnns pany dcedidaenctdiated 10,073 10,369 j....... 
Total... cseadis 3,165 (5,196,086 |1,030, 630 B44, 468 583 


McKinley's popular plurality over Bryan 708,639. 
Geet a ee, 2 Ss 147, and Bryan received 24,000 more 


votes than 
Cleveland carried in received 47,000 more 
"Cioveland carried Indians ta 1502 
Cleveland carried Indiana in by 7,125, and received 47,000 more 
votes than Cleveland et 
Harrison carried Iowa in 23,728, received 4,541 more votes 
Cleveland carried and ‘am received 42,336 
more votes than = pty Be 
votes than Harrison . — f iichions 
Harrison 1892 and received 16,714 more 
votes than > aan 
received 69,000 more votes 
than Harrison received, 
yet 

Ss excess of the vote of 1892; that 
Ohio sion bales From whence have these States Pe 
At ume tine Kansan a Western State, shows 10,000 gain 

great of Se eicaee o teen: ot toenieee , only 
shows 40,000 ; Alabama 5,000 loss; New York shows 
gain: 1,000; shows 15,000 loss; while West Virginia, 
a State the eer eer eeas Se are, ven oe of 
1,000, | shows : 
tremendous or has there been 
ae a for and majorities 
further consideration. “ = — 


Mr. ALLEN. I now ask that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee to Audit and Control the t Expenses of the 
Senate, and request that it may be y reported back, so 
that it can be considered by the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 





The resolution was read, as follows; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to communicate to the 
Senate any information of a recent date u the files of the Department 
es S the obstruction of the navigable waters of Florida or the other 
South Atiantic or Gulf States by the aquatic plant knownas the water hye 
cinth, and to inform the Senate whether ae have been made to re- 

such obstruction to commerce we what results, and whether in 


move 
his judgment any additional legislation is desirable to provide against tho 
closog st aay on navigable waters by the continued growth and spreading 


The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the 
resolution. 


Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I have an amendment upon this 
subject to offer to the proper appropriation bill, of which I desire 


to FN notice. 
waters of the St. Johns River is my own immediate region 
in Florida—my own home. They embrace the only portion of the 


State which is infected by this very destructive growth. It almost 
destroys the navigation of the great St. Johns River, which is 
in part an estuary of the sea, opens the larger part of the interior of 
south Florida to navigation, and ing accessible the production 
of phosphates and the oe fruits, vegetables, and lumber of 
that country. This is a subject of very great importance, as this 
growth, i from a foreign country and transplanted in the 
waters of the St. Johns, threatens to almost entirely close the river 
for navigation. 
I hope that the resolution will be passed, and at a later day, when 
the sabia shall come before the Senate, I give notice that I shall 
ask for a considerable appropriation for the improvement of that 
river, to prevent it from idee eutirely closed. Captain Shaw, an 
i and ca e navigator of many years on the river, is 
now gathering the information necessary for Congress, and I am 
only awaiting its receipt to urge Congress to appropriate the 
money. 

Mr PASCO. It is with a view of getting information before 
the Senate for intelligent action that I introduced the resolution. 
There is some such information at the War Department. I desire 
to get it in an official form, so that we may make some effort to 
remove this obstruction to navigation and commerce. 

I understand that this obstruction exists not only in the State 
which my colleague and I represent, but in some of the other 
South Atlantic and Gulf States, particularly in the State of Lou- 
isiana. I have consulted with the Senators from that State and 
learn that some of their navigable waters have been obstructed 
by the continuous growth of this water hyacinth, which is a very 
beautiful aquatic plant, but it is practically shutting up the 

7 aa important a — a these States. : 

t was for purpose of getting this ormation that the 
resolution was prepared and introduced. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS IN OREGON. 
—_ MITCHELL of Oregon. I submit a resolution and ask for 
t consideration. 
resolution was read, as follows: 

Whereas it was provided in the act entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the construction, , and preservation of certain public works 
on arcane harbors, and purposes,’ passed by Congress June 3, 

- . 3 inui - $25,000: 
otted, That aieteknte wan "oocaencd tate te eee at ar for nk 
ae and work as _— be necessary to ye the project as recom- 
paid for an eppropriations may from time to time be made by law, not to 
exceed in the aggregate $1,000,000, exclusive of amount herein and heretofore 


“tmproving Willamette and Yamhill rivers, Oregon, $40,000, to be ex- 

Se accordance with report submitted February 21, 1896, for Willa- 
mette River from Portland to Eugene. and in accordance with report of sur- 
vey, dated March 6, 1885, for lock and dam on Yamhill River: Provided, That 
contracts mang So entered into by the Secretary of War for such materials and 
work as may necessary to com said improvements, or said materials 
be purchased and work may done otherwise than by contract, to be 

for as appropriations from time to time be made by law, not exceed- 

in the 000, including the amount herein appropriated: and 
provided . That thesum of $10,600, or so much thereof us may be neces- 
‘ be available for the purchase or construction of a snag boat with 

: Provided further, That the secretary of War may, in his 

discretion, use so much of the money herein appre ri as may be neces- 
sary to t the erosion of the west bank of the Willamette River opposite 
..and to maintain the river channel at that point: Therefore 

the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby. directed to advise 

the Senate at his earliest convenience as to what steps, if any, have been taken 


looking to the placing of said p improvementsat Yaquina Bay, Oregon, 
and the Willamette and Yambili rivers, Oregon, under contract, as provided 
in said vely; and if no steps have been taken, then the 


reason for delay. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon asks 
wnanimous consent for the present consideration of the resolution 
which has just been read. Is there objection? The Chair hears 


none. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have it read. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Itis simply acall forinformation. 
Mr. GORMAN. Let it be read. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Ohio asks 
that the resolution may again be read. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I understand that it is merely a resolution 
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calling for information. If that is the case I do not care’to have 
it read. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Thatisallitis. Iwill state tothe 
Senator from Ohio it is simply a resolution calling for information. 

Mr. GORMAN. Let it be read, Mr. President. I should like 
to know whatitis. Its reading was not heard on this side. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I will state to the Senator from 

Maryland what the resolution is. There was provision in the 
river and harbor act which passed at the last session for the 
lacing under contract of three several proposed improvements 
in the State of Oregon. This resolution simply calls upon the 
Secretary of War to advise the Senate as to what steps, if any, 
have been taken. That is all. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Mary- 
land desire the resolution to be again read? 

Mr. GORMAN. No. I merely wished to know what it is. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to 
the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to 

ISSUE OF BONDS IN NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I ask unanimous consent to call up the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. 4052) approving certain acts of the 
legislative assembly of the Territory of New Mexico authorizing 
the issue of certain bonds of said Territory, which came over from 
the House a day or two since and which was read. An objection 
was then made by the Senator from Missouri ae COCYRELL], 
who now witbdraws his objection, I understand. He has exam- 
ined the bill. It is identical with the bill which" passed both 
Houses of Congress before the adjournment in June and received 
the veto of the President because of certain restrictive lan 
at the close of the measure, which has been eliminated from it. 
With that exception, the bill stands exactly as it did when it 
passed the two Geman of Congress before. The amendment was 
read by the Secretary the other day, before the objection was 
made by the Senator from Missouri, and I should be glad if the 
Senate would vote upon it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Colorado 
asks unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill 
named by him. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and 
the action of the House of Representatives will be stated. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


Resolved, That the House agrees tothe amendments of the Senate to House 
bill 4952, entitled “A bill approving certain acts of the legislative assembly of 
the Territory of New Mexico, authorizing the issue of certain bonds of said 
Territory,” numbered 1 and 4, d rees to amendment numbered 8, and 
agrevs to amendment numbered 2, with an amendment as follows: 

“Also the certain bonds and indebtedness, together with interest cou 8 
thereto attached, of the county of Santa Fe, Territory of New Mexico, dated 
September 29, 1891, issued under the Pr ons of an act of the Territorial 
= assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, entitled ‘An act for the 

ancia! relief of counties and municipalities,’approved February 26, 1891. 

“Such bonds having been issued in refunding and in lieu of $150,0000f bonds, 
overdue interest, and a judgment rendered thereon, of said county of Santa 
Fe, theretofore, in the year 1880, iasued and outstanding, are hereby validated. 
approved, and confirmed. Also the certain bonds and indebtedness, $58,000 
in amount, together with the interest coupons thereto attached, of the coun 
of Grant, Territory of New Mexico, dated July 1, 1883, being the unre 
part of an issue of $66,000 in bonds issued by sai cunnsy of Grant under the 

visions of an act of the Territorial eral assembly dated February 1, 
Tere. are hereby validated, approved, and confirmed. Also the certain bonds 
and indebtedness, $50,000 in amount, ther with the interest coupons 
thereto attached, of the + of Silver 7 # county of Grant, Territory of 
New Mexico, dated March 1, 1893, issued under the provisions of an act of the 

rritorial general assembly of the Territery of New Mexico entitled ‘An 
act enabling theauthorities having charge of the finances of any town or cit: 
of the Ter a | of New Mexico to refund any bonds or other obligations o’ 
said town or city by the issuance of similar obligations, bearing a less rate 
of interest,’ approved February 11, 1891,such bonds having been issued in 
refunding and in lieu of bonds and indebtedness to the amount of $50,000 of said 
city of Silver City, county of Grant, theretofore issued and outstanding, are 
re validated, approved, and confirmed. 

*Tt is intended hereby to validate, approve, and confirm any and all laws, 
ordinances, and pro age, and bonds relating to the matter n to 
the validation of the said bonds of the Territory of New Mexico and of the 
said Santa Fe County, Grant County, and town of Silver City bonds, but no 
further and for no other pu E 

“ The said county of Santa Fe is rey eee and empowered to again 
refund all or uny portion of the indebtedness thereof by this act validated 
within one year from the passage of this act, in accordance with the terms 
and provisions of an act of the legislature of the Territory of New Mexico, 
being chapter 7%, entitled ‘An act forthe financial relief of counties and mu- 
nicipslities’ (House bill No. 192), approved February 26, 1891, except that 
such refunded bonds shall bear interest at the rate of 4 per cent per annum, 
payable semiannually, and shall become due twenty-five P yy from the date 
of the issue of such refunded bonds, and shall be issued for the amount of 
unpaid principal of the bonds of said county by this act validated, with inter- 
est thereon from the date thereof, to wit, September, 1891, and March, 1892, 

tively, at the rate of 4 per cent per annum until the date when thesum 
shall be refunded as herein provided, less th@amount of interest heretofore 
;paid on such bonds; and when said bonds shall be so refunded they shall be 
subject in all other respects to all the provisions, liabilities, rights, obliga- 
i tions, benefits, and advantages of said act of the legislature herein referred 
to. In case said bonds shal! not be refunded by said county of Santa Fe upon 
the terms and conditions in this section set forth, then the bonds validated 
by this act shall remain as the nen obligation of said Santa Fe County. 

“Tf said bonds shall be refunded as herein provided, the holders of the 
bonds herein idated shall, — actual notice given by said county, deliver 
to said —,. e bonds herein validated, and shall receive in lieu thereof 
the refunded bonds provided for in this section: Provided, That any of said 
bonds which shall not be delivered for refunding to said county of ta Fe 
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within six months after said notice shall be given as herein required shall 


not bear a rate of interest ter than 4 cent per annum 
of issue: Provided, That nothing in this ea eestietewen: 
the Government of the United tes liable or for t 
of any of said bends by this act approved, and made r 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on concurring 
in the amendment of the House of Rapwesadalives. 

Mr. PEFFER. I ask the Senator from Colorado to explain how 
this change affects the original bill. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. In no way except that it removes a restrictive 
clause to which the President objects, and which he thought might 
invalidate the bill. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The PRESIDENT pro The House of Representatives 
has also di eed to Senate amendment numbered 3. 


Mr. WOLCOTT. I move that the Senate recede from that 
amendment. 


The motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
ated PALMER. Iask for the . nen 

\ ) granting a pension to Nancy G. Allabach. 
present To were considered. 
ask the edia on of the pill I ha 
was returned to the Senate with the objections of 

The PRESIDENT pro tem The Chair will announce 
morning business is concl The Senator from Illinois 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill named 
by him. Is there ob; on? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. PALMER. the bill is now before the Senate,I ask for 
the reading of the re 

Mr. MORGAN. d I understand the Chair to announce that 
the morning business had been closed? 

The PRESIDENT pro tem ‘ 

Mr. MORGAN. I was 
olution which comes over from 


ask the Senate to allow me this 
vations upon. I hope the Senator from 
upon the point that the morning; business is closed, for I submit 


meee y that that resolution comes over as part of the morning 
iness. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will recognize the 
Senator from Alabama as soon as the billreferred to by the Senator 
= Illinois shall have been ans ip foes The report os i — 

e Secretary proceeded Te: report submi lb 
ee ae the Committee on Pensions May 9, 1896, teak Wee 
Tru 


b 
Mr. ONES of Arkansas. What is it that is being presented 
the Secretary? "7 
The Senator from Ilinois 


ary 

The PRESIDENT pro tem 
[Mr. PALMER] called up a bill for consideration. 

Mr, CULLOM. A vetoed pension bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is a bill which has not 
received the sanction of the President of the United States. 
eis J ONES of Arkansas. Doesit require consent to 

it up? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No; it does not necessarily, 
although unanimous consent was asked. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. In view of the fact that the Sena 
from Alabama [Mr. MorGan] a vag mg given notice that at 


the conclusion of the morning morning he would ask 
to occupy the attention of the Senate for the 


of submit- 
ting remarks on a resolution of interest to the Senate, I do not 
certainly did not desire to interfere with the 
Senator from Alabama; and, with ee ee the pill 
to which I have referred can be disposed of after he has concluded 
his remarks, I will yield to him. 
The PRESID pro tem .. It was partly te a mis- 
understanding on the part of the Chair that the referred 
to by the Senator from Alabama was not laid before the Senate as 
morning business. The resolution was submitted yesterday, and 
at the request of the Senator from Alabama laid upon the e, 
and therefore did not come into the hands of the presiding ; 
Mr. GALLINGER. I trust that at the conclusion of the 
remarks of the Senator from ae unanimous consent 
the vetoed pension bill may be taken up jageer yen 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The Chair then recognize 
the Senator from Ilinois. 


AFFAIRS IV CUBA, 


Mr. MORGAN. lIask for the reading of the resolution which 
I submitted yesterda 


The Secretar oval the resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
MorGan, as follows: 


Resolved, Tinat the President is reques if it is not in ain incom- 
patible with the public service, to sind ip the Senate the 
oe : feel 


to the condition of affairs in the 
Wie, coouns ot tas Roarceanpal Wale teas ansemaeais 











citaens of the United Sintes against Spats, growing 

by existing in the Island of Cu 
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duties in respect of the conflict of arms that has raged 
two years in the Island of Cuba, and it has the support of nearly 
all American belief. I have not that controverts an 
statement of the President in his message, I can find no 
for the conjecture that any material issue of fact will be 
to any im t statement the President has made. 
The e that comes from private sources rela to the 
condition of Cuba and the horrors of — rapine, and 
extermination visited upon the people of Cuba admits of no doubt 
as to its credibility; yet ocean nro’ inhuman 


and so to the civiliza’ that it stuns the 
mind into disbelief that such things can be . But I donot 
now present such proofs. 

Co is relieved from as to the actual situa- 


ngress 
tion in Cuba by the statements of 


President’s , upon 
which, alone, I predicate the j tI am seuuivel te farts and 


to act upon with other under circumstances of 
great and extreme pressure. ; 
No fea of the situation is more g than that which re- 


aires Sees eee ae taken, tosave a country 
om utter ; many thousands of opeary Fox are 
including citizens of the United , from cruel and berate 
butchery at the hands of the Spaniards. 

This situation in Cuba is no surprise to me, nor are the motive 
purpose that have driven Spain to wholesale massacre of the 
Cubans without anticipation on my part or on the part of many 
who have seen that is compelled for the security of the 
h her grasp on Cuba. we were 

to consider 


order to 
pride by a surrender of Cuba toasuperior force 
— than acknowledge the independence of the native popula- 


The — hand of ees Petes teat in Cuba for i 
men pe money co 
be bother onium Merde arn, Line sod alleen pin more 
honor and benefit toSpain than they can be if thrown away in the 
effort to subjugate a people who can never become sth 
to the Crown and a country that is destroyed in its practical 


If we take action toward this war of annihilation 

“Ths SRE ee eset ee ted and 
ve adop 

am acting wus, the sume theory, namely: 


the exigencies of the contest require the wholesale annihilation 
, that not prove use the enemy. same 





current year and practical] 





























































lantations and the rural papeetion required to concentrates 
wns. The sure result would seem to be that the industrial 
value of the island is fast diminishing, and that, unless there is a speedy and 
radical in existin conditions, ft will soon disappear altogether. * * * 

It is reliably asserted that should these interruptions continue during the 
extend, as is now threatened, to the entire 


territory of the island, so much time and so much money 


wil tesequicet 
be req to restore the land to its normal! productiveness that it is 
extremely doubtful if capital can be induced to even make the attempt. 


The crisis of the destruction of the island is imminent, and the 
duty of saving the country from “complete devastation” is the 
motive that— 
will constrain our Government to such action as will subserve the interests 
thus involved and at the same time promise to Cuba and its inhabitants an 
opportunity to enjoy the blessings of peace. 

Thus the inciting cause, the motive, and the action that must 
result are grouped together in the President's message, and Con- 

should not hesitate to declare that, for the reasons stated in 
message of the President, the independence of Cuba is recog- 
nized. In the last session Congress adopted the following resoiu- 
tion by votes nearly unanimous in both Houses. I will read that 
solemn declaration: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of, Representatives concurring therein), 
That, in the opinion of Congress, a condition of public war exists between the 
Government of Spain and the Government proclaimed and for some time 
maintained by force of arms by the le of Cuba; and that the United States 
of America should maintain a strict neutrality between the contending 

ers, to each all the rights of belligerents in the ports and terri- 
tory of the Uni 


States. 

, That the friendly offices of the United States should be 
offered by President to the Spanish Government for the recognition of 
the independence of Cuba. 

That declaration left the President to his choice whether he 
would concur in the policy thus announced by Congress. Hechose 
to delay any declaration on his part until facts had more fully 


develo the sree of Spain toward Cuba and the ability of 
the Cu to defend themselves against the whole power of the 
Kingdom. The war has continued until it has reached the final 


and som stage of a war of devastation and extermination, in 
which the people and the fruits of the land are converted into a 
prey to the commissioned guerrillas, who have abandoned honor- 
able warfare and have become robbers, cutthroats, assassins, rav- 
ishers, and pirates. All these crimes will be found to have been 
authentically stated to our Government when the seals of secrecy 
are broken and they are brought to the knowledge of the world 
for the vindication of our action, if we are compelled toengage in 
war to put an end to this saturnalia of blood and fire. 

gress has already the most profound reasons for regretting 
that our executive department did not act in accordance with 
the resolution I have read. A firm declaration that the conflict 
in Cuba had reached the stage of open public war would have 
admonished Spain that the United States at least would hold her 
and the Cubans to obedience to the laws of civilized warfare, and 
the world would have been spared— 


the spectacle of the utter ruin of an adjoining country, by nature one of the 
most charming and fertile in the wor 


But our supposed business interests were in the way, and, in 
the effort to secure their damages and losses, we have permitted 
Spain, in her despair of reducing the Cubans to submission, to 
make the war a revel of vengear:ce and the people of Cuba the 
victims of every horrid and brutai passion of infuriated men. 

Asthe message of the President is the sole basis of fact on which 
I rest the conclusions I have reached as to my duty as a Senator 
in a crisis that is forced upon the country because of our just and 
natural sympathy for the Cubans, and as the laws of nations stand 
to su those conclusions, as I believe, I will enter upon a more 
care statement of those facts as I will quote them from the 
message, and of those laws as I understand them. 

Taken as a whole, the President’s message is an affirmative and 
substantial concurrence in the resolution heretofore adopted by 
Congress, which I have read, which commits that body to the 
declaration that public civil war exists in Cuba. 

It is that fact,and not its declaration in any selected form of 
words or by any tribunal, that defines the rights of our citizens 
residing in Cuba under the laws’of nations, by which they are to 
be ascertained, admeasured, and enforced, in the absence of treaty 
stipulations. The existence of a state of war is not determined 
merely by a declaration of its existence, but by the existence 
of the facts which constitute a state of war under the laws of 
nations. 

A citizen of the United States, or of any country, whea absent 
from his own Government, is placed under the protection of the 
laws of nations, by the common consent of mankind. Such pro- 
tection often justifies interference in his behalf by powers to 
which he is an alien and astranger. In Christian countries this 
sort of shelter is given to those who are wronged by the local 

vernment as a duty to the stranger, thus illustrating the divine 

evolence that inspires the Christian creed. This high duty is 
in the mutual guaranties of the great European powers 
for the protection of humanity in Turkey, and, in that connection, 
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is reiterated in burning eloquence in the following extracts from 
the last annual message of President Cleveland: 

While noneof our citizens in Ta have thus far been killed or wounded, 
though often in the midst of scenes of r, their safety in the 
future is by no means assured. Our Government at © and our minister 
at Constantinople have left nothing undone to protect our missionaries in 
ee ent ‘ = constitute nearly = the ee residing there 
who have a claim our protection on score of American citizenship. 
Our efforts in this direction will not be relaxed; but the deep feeling and 
wae that have been aroused am our people ought not to so far d 
qaelr venteh, out Sateane Oe oe ae te demand im le 
The outbreaks of blind fury which lead to murder and pil in Turke 
occur suddenly and without notice, and an attempt on our part to force 
a hostile presence there as might be effective for prevention or 
would not only be resisted the Otteman Government, but would be re- 
garded as an interruption of their by the great nations who assert their 
exclusive right to intervene in their own time and method for the security 

life and property in Turkey. 
* = 


as a ae a a 

I do not believe that the present somber p t in Tarkey will be 
permitted to offend the sight of Christendom. It so mars the humane 
enlightened civilization that belongs to the close of the nineteenth century 
that it seems hardly possible that the earnest deman:i of good people through- 
out the Christian world fcr its corrective treatment will remain unanswered. 

The commander of an American warship lying in a port of 
Turkey who would refuse to protect with his guns the people of 
any country who were being massacred as were the Christia..3 in 
Harpoot and Marash would be disgraced in the estimation of 
a American citizen and would deserve to be dismissed from 

e Navy. 

The laws of nations follow a citizen of the United States into 
places where the laws of the United States have no local i- 
tion and where its flag has noinfinence. They give him theright 
to recognize a government de facto, for his protectién and for 
the regulation of his conduct, and justify his ebedience to “the 
powers that be,” even when the de facto existence of that govern- 
ment is denied by the titular sovereign of the country and that 
sovereign is supported in such denial by the silence or the indif- 
ference of the United States. I could gostill further in thestate- 
ment of the rights of an American citizen who is found in Cuba, 
in time of insurrection, but that is unnecessary for the 
of this argument. What I now assert is that our people in Gaba 
have rights under the laws of nations that the courts of all neu- 
tral countries and of our own country will protect and enforce, 
despite the opposition even of the President of the United States, 
if he should oppose them. 

These laws are silent in Cuba, so far as any attention to them is 
given by our Government, cither in behalf of the people of other 
countries or ourown. What I feel bound and authorized to do, 
though it is not all thut I would like to do, is to give to the laws 
of nations full scope and enforcement in Cuba in behalf of our 
own people. If the Island of Cuba is still at peace, and is not 
enveloped in war, in the contempletion of the laws of nations, as 

ce and war are defined by those laws, our people there must 
ook first to the ee of Spain for safety and for the redress 
of the wrongs they are suffering. 

If public war prevails in Cuba, by whatever name Spain may 
choose to call such hostilities, our people there have all the rights 
and immunities that the laws of nations give to neutrals in time 
of war, and they have the right to obey and even to assist in the 
support of the armies that, for the time being, have the power to 
commend and enforce their submission. When our Government 
gets its consent to enforce these rights of our people in Cuba which 
are supported by the laws of nations, it must do so either by recog- 
nizing the existence of war and by holding each party engaged in 
war to its responsibility for wrongs done to our people through its 
conduct or by still recognizing the existence of a state of 
in Cuba and demanding of Spain the reparation due for acts of 
the titular Government and also for the acts of those who are 
claimed by Spain to be only a warring faction engaged in insur- 
rection. 

It is a choice between giving to the lives, liberty, freedom, and 
property of our people in Cuba the direct and immediate 
port of our national power, whether it is active or merely 
cr whether it is through diplomacy or arms on the one hand an 
on the other the passive, dilatory, theoretic method of waiting for 
@ more convenient season for entering suit against Spain for 
ages through the endless palavers of diplomatic correspondence. 

e must go unarmed into the ministerial courts, where verbose 
enigmas of speech suspend justice and reason alike, and there 
createa war of words to settle the controversies that are now aris- 
ing daily from an unchristian and horrible war of blood, 5 
murder, and cruelty in which our people are innocently involved, 

What the rights of our people are pleading, with hot breath and 
tears cf anguish into the dull ears of the Government, whose 
Executive assumes the mastery over their fate, is that the 
of prevention shali be summarily applied to these abuses, with the 
quick resistance that responds with sufficient force to the quick 
and fatal blows that are assailing them. 

They are not content to suffer these wrongs, within earshot of 
our frontier, and to pile up claims, petitions, and proofs to be 


brought before Spain, in tong of discussion, after she has 
bankrupted a kingdom to rat Cla revenge on a province. 


Nee Re eee 
delay. 


liability be met as soon and as 
The due on 


is 
demand, and pot ab Seo-enl atoms ee os be tees 


menced, conducted, and ended when it may suit the convenience 


“Sees know that 


se ean soe 


interposes no helping hand to 
the further be 


to every sympathy that any virtuous American ever 


and death that a cruel Government is now 
of 


ne 


find a lodgment in his heart. 
If the war is to continue in Cuba without our intervention to 


pee the rights of our people, the 


nmph over the question of life and Hberty, bu 
tr Spain, Ww the y its hopes 


its 
in the 
war continues there under our 
bound to 


Thus, the President connects the two Caban wars 


ieeceunehinn is longer 


than a third of this century, and contended against by constant 
resistance to 5 


The whole 


et ee ee that this is a strug- 


by a distinct who have long been 


eee 

in a bondage foreign power that forced them, 

- tant nan ath Seauieeeeemedien . 
cause, and he has, in kindness, tendered our good 


destructive 
are far beyond those of the first revolution of 
He says: 


If the determination 
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tosuccumb without 
arms. 


By cocering the erate eet cm aera 


have theinsurgents yet good their title to be regarded as an 
independence of Cuba and not her belligerent rights 
aun be oui t. No in can read the 


telligent person 
President's account of these hostilities, their character and prog- 
ress, without concluding at once that war is . t, and 
Ceetins Seveeus St oe cc Lateer ao eek 0 
in Island of Cuba, and requires no act of tion to make 
it a public war. ae oe anyone the conclusion from 
what the President states, , unless 


concedes to Cuba 
the rights of an independent state and ws from the con- 
extermination 


ei or extermination 
The dent evidently regards the insurrection in Cuba as 
ha advanced to the of open public war, so far, indeed, 
nse with t rights 
“to the ts.” He says the ition is ‘‘no longer 
urged (he does not say by whom) because untimely.” He assumes 
in this a that con therecords 
of Compras > ee that has abandoned its 
ground. But he that belligerent ts to the le of Cuba 
are “‘untimely.” such rights are un y, it must be because 
it is either too soon or too to accord them, and he fails to state 


upon which horn of the dilemma he would have us lay our hands. 
iit is because he is about to determine that 


Cu 
ligerents, but refuses to it it because it is, ‘‘in practical oper- 
ation, clearly perilous injurious to our own interesis.” 

It is not because of the fact that the conflict of arms in Cuba is 
@ mere insurrection that the President claims that it is ‘‘ untimely 
and in practical operation clearly perilous and injurious to our 
own interests” to acknowledge that they are entitl 
rights. If it is only an insurrection, the concession of such rights 
would violate the laws of nations. If it is a war, justice demands 
that we should recognize its existence and the rights that attend 
it, and the President has no authority to say for the American 
people that they no longer urge that belligerent rights shall be 
accorded to Cubans, because such a high na duty is “‘ cléarly 
perilous and injurious to our own interests.” 

No one can afford to do the President the injustice of saying 
that he attributes to the Cubans the vile attitude of merely fac- 
tious rebellion or insurrection. He speaks of them as a people 
who have earnest oo for liberty and the resolution to aaah 
in the effort to gain independence. No one can misunderstand 
the pure and elevated motives of the American le in the 
exhibition of theiggympathy for the Cuban patriots. It is treason 
to truth and j to impute any selfish motive to the American 
ae in their feelings or their conduct toward the 

ba. Itis aninsult to tell them that it is perilous and injurious 
to their interests to ask their Government to apply to the Cubans 
the benefit of the laws of nations, so that in fighting for their lib- 
erty and in dence they should not fight as outlaws, with 
halters about necks. 

The peril to “‘ our own interests” that is at the bottom of this 


ple of 


statement must be the danger that some of our le at home 
ae money if the Republic insists that the spirit of liberty 
8 not be in the souls of men who aspire to the bless- 


ings we enjoy. It is money against humanity, pelf against jus- 


tice, riches against liberty. 
It is “‘ untimely” that our own e and the natives who in- 
ee Cuba shoula have the ben = agen that 
exists there, so that they may ws that 
them to death or imprisonment for life tor offenses that are venial 


under the laws of war; only because it is untimely to make any 
declaration that — weaken the security of our ‘‘ business 
eee of damages that we are piling up against 
Spain. es 

Crook the pregnant hinges of the knee where thrift may follow fawning. 


Although I believe that the tion of the belligerent rights 
of the Cubans would lead to the relief of Serpe ts 
Cabs, and woald soon result in Cuban independence, inasmuch 


seems to er a more coercive and 
warns Spain that the eer aon hand for Gece ection I 


will him in any movement that will save our on 
that from outrage and give a real ‘“ to 
Cada and its inhabitants of an ty to enjoy the blessings 


I will not obstruct his course with questions of propriety under 
the laws of nations as to belligerent rights, but will follow the 
colors when planted by the President on the advanced ground 
that the concession of belligerent rights has become “ untimely” 
and that our duty now demands active intervention. 

’ If that ground crumbles away, I will again fall back to the posi- 
tion that a just care for our own people requires us to declare an 
armed neutrality, ready to assail either belligerent that inflicts 
wrongs on our people. Assuming that the subjunctive conditions 
and ‘ifs ” have prin toate or will soon vanish, and that we are 
lifted above the low plane of subterfuges, I will now undertake to 
— this threatened advance to the high ground of national 
uty which the President is contemplating as being near at hand. 
he should say that the time has arrived, ‘‘the hour has 
struck,” would any American be so base as not to hold up his 
hands while the battle is raging? 

If he shall, indeed, execute the will of the people and the 
demands of humanity, let us prepare to sustain him by justifying 
his action with reference to the declarations cf the great statesmen 
and publicists whose teachings are a guide for nations that never 
leads to dishonor. 

The President having justly stated that this ‘‘ insurrection,” as 
he calls it, is for the redress of grievances of long standing and 
acknowledged injustice and severity, that have been the cause of 
two great conflicts of arms, one lasting for ten years and the other 
to last indefinitely; that it has spread until the Cubans dominate 
two-thirds of the d of Cuba, confining the Spaniards to the 
seaports and larger towns; that it employs the Spanish navy and 
‘vast bodies of men sent across thousands of miles of ocean;” 
that it has already cost Spain ‘“‘an enormous debt ;” that it presents 
**the cle of the utter ruin of a country, by nature one of the 
most c and fertile in the world;” that ‘“‘the passions of 
the combatants grow more and more inflamed, and excesses on 
both sides become more uentand more deplorable;” that ‘‘the 
original policy of the Government” has been apparently 
abandoned. and it ‘‘is now acting upon the same theory as the 
insurgents, namely, that the exigencies of the contest require the 
wholesale annihilation of property, that it may not prove of use 
and advantage to the enemy;” that ‘‘Spanish garrisons are now 
being withdrawn from plantations and the rural por=lation 
required to concentrate itself in the towns;” and that ‘‘theindus- 
trial value of the island is fast diminishing;” and that ‘unless 
there is'a speedy and radical change in existing conditions, it will 
soon disappear altogether.” It is a matter of surprise that the 
President should hesitate to pronounce this terrible condition a 
public war and to recognize itassuch. True, it is not civilized 
warfare. It is mercenary and without just cause on the part of 
the aggressor—Spain—and so cruel on both sides, according to 
the President’s statement, that it is out of the pale of Christian 
toleration and is massacre, rapine, and extermination. 

The President then states the unavoidable connection of our 


country with this savage holocaust. He says: 

These inevitable entanglements of the United States with tho rebellion in 
Cuba, the large American property interests affected, and considerations of 
philanthropy and humanity in general have led to a vehement demand in 
various quarters for some sort of positive intervention on the part of the 
United States. 

There is no color of remonstrance or reproach to our people in 


this reference to their attitude or their sympathy for the suffer- 
ing people of Cuba. The President seems to consider it as rational 
and commendable, and as having weight in a country where the 
will of the le, even if it-is not always thought to be wise, is the 
law to our Salto servants, when it is constitutionally expresseds 

In further justification of our people, the President says: 

In point of fact, they have a concern with it which is by no means of # 
wholly sentimental or philanthropic character. It [the Island of al 


lies so near to us as to be — separated from our territory. Our actua 
interest is second only to that of the people and Government of 


pain. is reasonably estimated that at least from $30,000,000 to $50,000,000 of 
American capital are invested in plantations and in railroad, mining, and other 
business enterprises on the island. The volume of trade between the United 
States and Cu which in 1889 amounted to about $64,000,000, rose in 1893 to 
about $108,000,000, and in 1894, Pe year befors the present insurrection broke 
out, amounted to nearly $96,000,000. 


He does not state what it is at this time. The report of the 
Secretary of State adds some statements in general terms as to a 
art of the wrongs that our people have suffered in Cuba, the 
Setails of which are probably withheld because they might excite 
the people to some rash acts of resentment or retaliation. 
ese acts, which I will proceed to read, as they are stated, in the 
report of the Secretary of State are treated by him and the Presi- 
dent as matters of serious concern to the Government, while their 
redress, for the benefit of the people or for their security, is 
surmmmed up in pecuniary demands that already exceed $19,000,000, 
The cash account of our losses is evidently kept carefully. Con- 
gress is still left responsible, it seems, for devising some means 


of correcting or preventing these wrongs which is more effectivé 
than the filing of claims for damages in our Department of State, 
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On the international question the President says: 


Besides this large pecuniary stake in the fortunes of Cuba, the United States 
finds itself inextricably involved in the present contest in other ways, both 
vexatious and costly. 


This grave declaration seems fatal to peace. 

Then the Secretary adds a more specific statement of the facts 
of this vexatious, costly, and imextricable involvement. He speci- 
fies in his statements the following: 


(a) To illustrate these conditions, the insurgent chiefs assert the military 
poser to compel peaceable citizens of the United States within their reach to 

esist from planting or grinding cane, under the decreed penalty of death 
and of destruction of their crops and mills; but the measure is one of sheer 
force without justification under public law. The wrongs so committed 
against the citizens of a foreign State are without an international forum of 
redress to which the Government of the United States may have recourse as 
regards its relation to the perpetrators. The acts are those of anarchy, and 
in default of the responsibilities of de facto Statehood in the case there re- 
mains only the territorial accountability of the titular sovereign within the 
limits of its competency to repress the wrongs complained of. 


He might well have added that such wrongs are not the subjects 
of civil litigation. They are war topics. 
* ” “ * * * & 

(b) The nature of the struggle, however, deserves most earnest considera- 
tion. The increased scale on which it is waged brings into bolder relief all 
the appalling phases which often appear to mark contests for supremacy 
among the Latin races of the Western Hemisphere. Excesses before con- 
fined to a portion of the island become more impressive when wrought 
throughout its whole extent,as now. The insurgent authority, as has been 
seen, finds no regular administrative expression; it is asserted only by the 
sporadic and irresponsible force of arms. The Spanish power, outside of the 
larger towns and their immediate suburbs, when manifested atall, is equally 
forceful and arbitrary. 

* * * * im Sd = 

(c) The only apparent aim on either sideis to cripple the te Hw engl hn 
criminate destruction of all that by any ce may benefit him. pop- 
alous and wealthy districts of the center and the west, which have escaped 
harm in former contests, are now savage’ and laid waste by the blind fury 
of the respective partisans. The principles of civilized warfare, to 
the code made sacred by the universal <ceepuesees of nations, are only 
often violated with impunity by i ble subordinates, acting at a dis- 
tance from the central pancety and able to shield themselves from just cen- 
gure or punishment by false or falsified versions of the facts. 

The killing and summary execution of noncombatants is frequently re- 
ported, and while the circumstances of the strife are such as to preclude 
accurate or general information in this regard, enough is known to show that 
the number of such cases is considerable. In some instances, happily few, 
American citizens have fallen victims to these savage acts. 

A large part of the correspondence of the State Departinent with its agents 
in Cuba has been devoted to these cases of assault upon the rights of our citi- 
gens. In noinstance has earnest remonstrance and energetic eee been 
omitted. But the representatives of the Spanish power often find it easil 

racticable to postpone repueniions and reparation on the ground of 
gnorance of facts or for other plausible reasons. : 

Its effect upon the personal security of our citizens in Cuba is not the only 
alarming feature of the reign of arbitrary anarchy in that island. Its infiu- 
ence upon the fortunes of those who have inv their capital and enter- 

rise there, on the assumed assurance of respect for law and treaty rights, 
no less in point. 


a * ~ = * 


* a 
(d) A gross estimate of $50,000,000 would be more likely to fall under than 
over the mark. “A ares proportion of these investments is now exposed to 
the exceptional vicissitudes of the war. Estates have been desolated and 


crops destroyed by the insurgents and Spaniardsalike. Upon those not actu- 


ally rava operations have been ee suspended owing to the 


warnings served by the revolutionists or t rawal of protection by the 
Spanish authorities, often accom: ed by a similar prohibition con- 
tinuing work thereon or by forbidding communication and residence, thus 
entailing enforced abandonment of the premises. Provisions and stock have 
been seized by either force for military use without compensation. Dwell- 
—— have been pillaged. : 

short, the cessation of all remunerative production ncommeeanes actual 
or probable loss of the invested capital. Numerous claims on these several 
accounts have been file:i, but in many instances the sufferers are known to 
abstain from formal claim or complaint for prudential reasons, lest worse 
should befall them at the hands of the insurgents and the Spaniards in turn, 
accordingly as either may gain temporary control of their property. A par- 
tial estimate of material claims and injuries of this class edeoaty aggregates 


.a trifle under $19,000,000 


Nor does the loss fall upon capital alone. Large numbers of the agricul- 


; ge 
tural laboring classes are driven from the fields to the nearest towns, ly 


by the peremptory orders of the local military commanders and y b 
the cessation or destruction of their only means of livelihood. They are we 
nigh destitute. Among them are many citizens of the United States. Some 
idea of the extent of this calamitous condition is given by the reports which 
teach the Department from a single district. It is officially = that 

here are in one provincial city alone some 4,000 necessitous re rages from 

he surrounding create to whom the municipal authorities can afford little 
or no relief. Over 300 of these are American citizens, eng prosperous 
farming and stock raising at the beginning of the outbreak, whose employ- 
ment and resources have been swept away by eighteen months of civil strife, 
reducing them from affluence to pen and throwing them upon the charity 
of an exhausted community in a devastated land. 

All these disastrous conditions, with the evils and disorders necessarily 

following in their train, are interfering with the insular avenues of trade 
and very gravely impairing the business operations of Cuba. 


This indictment of Spain by the Secretary of State is indorsed 
‘*a true bill” by the President, and it charges a capital offense in 
every count. 

The Congress of the United States has never been presented 
with a stronger or more moving statement of facts, demanding 
the immediate and determined intervention of the United States, 


-than the President has thus solemnly laid before the political and 


war-making department of the Government. 

The Constitution enjoins upon the President that “he shall 
from time to time give to the Congress information of the state of 
the Union and recommend to their consideration such measures 


‘as he shall judge necessary and expedient.” Congress has also 


required the President, as soon as practicable, to communicate to 
Congress all the facts and proceedings relative to any casein which 
a citizen of the United States has unjustl ved of his 
liberty by, or under the authority of, any : 
and has made it his duty forthwith to demand of such govern- 
ment the reasons of such imprisonment. 
The official and conclusive statement of the cruel death of 
innocent and unarmed citizens of the United States in 
the taking of others from their homes in 
virtual imprisonment in the towns and villages, 
to inscribe their names on 
» in a short period of time 
requires the President to give information 
requires Congress to act with reference 
dent has omitted to state the facts in 
informed as to be enabled to act with 
doubt as to the aaa of further delay, which 
seems to advise, in ng measures to relieve our people in Cuba 
from this inhuman treatment. 
is thus stated in the 


Another case, of more marked 
report of the Secretary of State, is made a part of the Presi- 
dent’s message to Congress: 

In April the titor, a small schooner of registry, - 
tue tae: _ oe the Pedencl cotnerhion, tocken tema se 

Cuban insurrection, and reached the 
Being discovered by the 
nsued, in he ceewane et a number 

can citizens, were su toa eee tees teak, 
font the ee me Bes 2 sroiedere cea 
ventions between the United States and a. | This 
intervened to secure for its implicated the 
were clearly entitled, juding from pronounced 
death. Their cases were subsequently carried to the 
rid, which has set the conviction aside and remanded 

At the first session of this Congress 
informed only by common rumor of 
above stated, and having awaited with 
the President under the mandatory la 
Revised Statutes, was anxious, for reasons 
tance, to be officially informed as to 

The Senate sent the 
—— him to inform 

e President declined to 

the case, and what is above quoted is all the information that he 
has sent to Congress touching the Com: The Senate 
had neither the right nor the relieve 
from the duty of comm: 
to Congress, in obedience to the statute. 

The above indefinite outline of a terrible 


the prompt an 
e facts should 


right of the people of 
t of the people 
‘aveties with Spain, to visi 
lies not contraband to Cubans. If they 
tended to aid the Cuban insurrection 
proven, our citizens are not subject 
to the outlawry of a mili 
and sentence to death,” as was done for 
tal, even upon a a intention to aid the 
7s We ae d by the ame _ 
of many of these cases” 
case) ‘‘ will be found in the collected annual volum: 
eign Relations of the United States.’” This collected volumemay 
not be printed before this is ended, so that we can not 
act advisedly in this grave until we make another effort to 
sa Apher gen Se bn t of ppellate Spanish cout to deter 
tn no ju en an @ 
mine that under our treaties with Spain and under the laws of 
applicable in time of a 
before a court of admiralty 


the Secretary. 
Such a court could not have jurisdiction to 
United States for such an offense, and his death, if it follows such 
a sentence, would be murder of the same —— as that 
inflicted in the case of the people found on board Virginius. 
“The appeal from the pronounced sentence of death” was an 
— by the otherwise helpless Americans to the mercy of ¥ 
s was not the right to w they were entitled from 
from tneir own Government. They were entitled to the whole 
wer of the United States, in accordance with our treaties, for 
Uncir peotoction aguinnha uel right to 
arraign them or try them for 
charged, and Congress is not yet informed of the charges against 
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a that a higher tribunal at Madrid has set aside their 

conviction “and Temabidd the cases for fil." So far a wo. ar 
on ve dilemma cases 

= ee ee wee ao aed ta ter 


cn pee the Senate the unfinished business, which will be 


The Secretary. A bill (H. R. 7864) toamend the immigration 
laws of the United States. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It will be agreeable to the committee to 
have the bill remain as it is until the Senator finishes his remarks. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire asks unanimous consent that the bill be laid informally aside, 
that the Senator from Alabama may conclude his remarks. Is 
there objection? The Chair hears none, and the Senator from 
Alabama will proceed. 

Mr. MORGAN. I find in the President's message statements of 
fact (to which I have already referred by quoting therefrom) 
which demand that the Government of the United States, in jus- 
tice Ag our cwn people, should command and enforce the peace in 


these 

ungeons during the long months of anguish which they 
St ee ered wader eontence Of death. Although their case has 
not been thought worthy of mention by the President, and their 
names or other means of identification are not — by the Sec- 
retary in his report, the Senate has taken the y of credible 
witnesses, some of whom were t at that ‘summary mili- 
tary trial,” and has proven that it was as hasty and as unfair asa 
drumhead court-martial, and that the prisoners were not ane 
sented by their chosen counsel; that they had no witnesses in thei 
defense; that did not understand the accusation against them, 
which, with the ony for the Government, was in the 
language, and that no consul or tative of the United 
States was present to witness the The youngest of these 
men, who had scarcely attained to his manhood, is a person of 
excellent famil = eo who ar ges sty tog ow ong 
correspondent y for the gainin e infor- 
mation about the war the want of whic has caused the Govern- 
ment serious perplexity. 

This noncombatant sufferer is still immured in some 
— prison to await a trial that is now as tardy, when a con- 

tion is uncertain, as it was hasty when a death senfence was 
was preordained by Spanish vengeance. ; 

The “‘ business interests” are using this shining beacon of Span- 
ish wrath to warn Americans from selling food and medicines to 
Cuban insurgents, while are eo rich in selling horses, 
cattle, coal, and military na es to the Spaniards to 
aid in the extermination of the native 

It is for such that, in the of the President 
“the United States is compelled to ac oo a long line of 
seacoast mst unlawful expeditions.” Cu 


If the United States can do this, as was done in 1878 by Spanish 
recognition of the Republic of Cuba as a treaty-making power, 
no one can complain of the adjustment they may make; but it 
does not follow that the United States shall not have full ‘‘indem- 
nity for the past and security for the future” upon the basis of 
the solemn statement made in the message of the President. 
These great wrongs must be compensated, and the future peace 
of our own border must be guaranteed through our own strength 
rightfully exerted, and not be left dependent upon promises 
made by Spain alone, or else we are bound to adopt the resolution 
of the tor from Texas. Now, what hope is there that this 
comprehensive plan of settlement can be secured? I answer to 
my own judgment and conscience and in accord with the convic- 
tions of my constituents, who are near neighbors to Cuba, that 
it is utterly hopeless. 

If the pacification of Cuba is accomplished through the inter- 
vention of the United States, it will not be by peaceable inter- 
vention, nor can the wrongs done to our people ever be redressed 
by any other means than compulsion. Spain can not plead guilty 
to the barbarities against our people, as they are stated in the 
President's message, without confessing to inveterate and malig- 
nant hatred toward them and the United States, which would make 
her an unsafe neighbor in Cuba. If she pleads, in avoidance, her 
inability to prevent these cruel and destructive wrongs and in- 
ba | juries, she must confess her inability and unfitness to provide 

anent and just government in Cuba. With us this is an 
evil that reaches out through the ages to come, and it challenges 
this generation of our people to the duty of saving their posterity 
from this terrible infliction. 

Spain must see, as Europe sees, that the despotic severity of 
Bourbon rule, as it has been manifested in all her history, can not 
be maintained by sheer force against the native Cubans, whose 
eyes are constantly fixed upon the flag that represents the per- 
sonal and political liberties of our great Republic, and whose 
dearest hopes areexcited in their freeand welcome association with 
our pee and happy people. We can not become the propa- 
gandists or the defenders of absolutism in government; neither 
can we withhold our sympathies from those who seek the liberties 
we enjoy and suffer in the support of the right of the Cuban peo- 
ple to throw off the galling yoke of bondage to a foreign people 

,000 miles distant from them, who hold them as feudatories of 
the Spanish Crown. 

If, for just cause, Spain has been compelled to abdicate her sov- 
ereignty in all the twelve great States in — America, there 
is no reason why we should deny to Cuba the right of home rule 
and sovereign independence, for reasons more just and causes 
more imperative than any other Spanish-American State has ever 
claimed as the ground of revolt. 

No State in Spanish America was ever forced to endure such 
oppressions, in peace or war, as the President in his message has 
justly char; to Spanish rule in Cuba. 

Will the United States, in order to protect her own people in 
Cuba, or to promote or protect their commerce with that island, 
en with Spain to hold those people to their allegiance or 
submission to the Spanish Government? If the Cubans refuse 
to accept our friendly intervention and reject the olive branch 
that the President is seemingly ready to extend to them, whai 
will we do about it? 

We can not be hereafter more indifferent to their fate than we 
have proven ourselves to be, in the executive department of our 
Government. Wecan not be more active and vigilant than we 
have been in shutting them off from the assistance of our people. 
Our ears can not be more deaf than they have been to the plead- 
ings of humanity in their behalf. We can let them alone, declare 
and maintain our neutrality in the war, and that is all they ask 
at our hands. But we can never interfere with arms for the 
overthrow of the Cubans or their Republic, or to compel their 
surrender to in. 

In this condition of impotency to establish permanent peace in 
Cuba and permanent security for our own people while the 
Spanish Monarchy is dominant in that island, we have no alter- 
native left to us but the single choice between the continuous 


standing by to witness this tragedy with composure, because it 
is perilous and injurious to our own interests” to interrapt 
interests in controlling and supplying the Spanish 


It is a most unfortunate mistake to say that anything that will 
save American life is ‘‘a proposition no | ae ee 
oe ee ee eles th Cuba or in 
the offices of humanity toward those oppressed people. 

The President turns toward with hesita doubts as 
to their having anything to do with any question in this 
and himself f 


parture by sayi some 
“undue stimula and ill-timed expression of feeling:” 
But I have it not amiss to remind Congress that a time may arrive 
hen a correct and care for our interests * * * will constrain our 
as will subserve the interests thus involved and 
pd the same eens to Cubaand its inhabitants an opportunity to enjoy 


peace. 

Why this precautionary reminder is given to is not 
— t. Tecan theh o Prosthet will aos ten war 
with a fo power and remind Congress of its duty in that re- 
unless he believes that sufficient grounds exist for the open 
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repetition of the terrible evils portrayed in the message of the 
President or a base, humiliating, and cruel delay on our part 
while rapine and destruction are rampant in Cuba, in the hope 
that some fortunate turn in events may relieve us from a du: 
that we owe to humanity, to Christian civilization, to the spirit 
and traditions of our country and our people, and to the lives and 
liberties of our people in Cuba who are now held beneath the 
cruel power of Spanish jealousy and revenge. 

I had gathered a few great authorities found in the writings of 
our most eminent statesmen and our highest court to support the 
conclusions I have stated to the Senate, but I find that they need 
no other support than that sense of justice and nationa) du 
which is instinctive in the hearts and minds of all Americans. 
do not rely upon any authority for the facts I have recited, except 
those stated in the message of the President and the report of 
Secretary of State. That is enough. The facts are incontro- 
vertible and our duty is plain. If we fail to act upon them, we 
take the responsibility of a delay to perform a plain duty at the 
expense of our people whose lives are in constant peril. 

ir. President, I ask for the adoption of the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will read the 
resolution. 

The resolution was read, and agreed to. 

MRS. ELIZA G. PYNE. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Yesterday the bill (H. R. 3990) granti 
@ pension to Mrs. Eliza G. “a was passed by the Senate. I 
state that the beneficiary under the bill isnow drawing a pension; 
and although there is some informality in the matter, which I 
will not stop to explain, I move that the votes whereby, thé bill was 
ordered to a third reading and be reconsidered, and that 
the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection, the votes 
will be reconsidered. The Chair hears no objection, and it is so 
ordered. The Senator from New Hampshire moves that the bill 
be indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. 1888) to further amend an act entitled ‘“‘An act 
regulating the sale of intoxicating liquors in the District of Co- 
lumbia,” approved March 3, 1893, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 209) to pay the officers and em- 
ployees of the Senate and House of Representatives their 
tive salaries for the month of December, 1896, on the 18th day of 
said month was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mitteee on Appropriations. 


NANCY G. ALLABACH—VETO MESSAGE. 


Mr. PALMER. Iask for the benefit of the unanimous consent 
given a while ago to call up the bill (S. 894) granting a pension to 
Nancy G. Aliabach. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senatorfrom Illinois asks 
unanimous consent that the unfinished business may be informally 
laid aside and that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
bill indicated by him. Is there objection? 


The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to reconsider the 
bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reading of the report was 
called for by the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. PALMER. Let the report be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will read the 
report in this case. 

The Secretary read the report, submitted by Mr. PALMER May 9, 
1896, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom the bill (8. 894) 
to Nancy G. Allabach was recommitted, together with 
President thereto, beg leave to report: 

The committee have reconsidered said bill, and considered the objections 
of the President thereto, and recommend its passage notwithstanding his 
—. 

The facts of the case, as found by the committee, are that Peter H. Alla- 
bach was a soldier in the Mexican war, and participated in the battles of Palo 
Alito, Resaca, and the military operations on the line of the Rio Grande. He 
conducted himself with conspicuous antry. He married the proposed 
beneficiary of this bill on the 50th of September, 1851. She is now 67 years of 
age, and unable to earn her own support. 

During the late civil war he was colonel of the One hundred and thirteenth 
Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, and commanded a brigade in dne or 
more severe battles. Hisconduct won the Saher ene of Gen. W.5. Hancock, 
Gen. A. A. Humphrey,and Gen. Henry 58. Briggs, his immediate commanders. 
The letters of General Hancock, General Humphrey, and General Briggs are 
wade part of this report. 

After the close of the war of the rebellion Colonel Allabach returned to 
and engaged in the pursuits of civil life. He died in this city on the lth of 
February, 1892. 

This bill pro to pay to Mrs. Nancy G. Allabach a pension of $30 per 
month, which is the pension allowed by the general law to disabled officers 
of the rank Colonel Allabath held in the service of the United States. Alithe 
facts before the committee prove that Colonel Allabach was an officer of great 
merit, and rendered most valuable services tothe country. His conduct asa 
citizen wasexemplary, and he left his widow, the beneficiary of the bill before 

committee, without other means of support than the small pension al- 


the 
lowed by the general law. Upon these facts, thecommittee reported the bill, 


ting a pension 
e objections of the 
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December 15, 


“An act ting a pension to Gg. 
mended fts passage. It both the Senate 
was laid before : disapproved by him, 

the Senate with his objections and recommitted to the Committee on Pen- 


“eS ee ns Gielen 
our committee constitutional and 
i umdibets ila todas 
which he does not a ve. “If sign it, but if he shall 
return it with his objections to that which ft'ehall bare ” 
¥ ttee would give emphasis to that provision of the 
ta sharer with Congress in responsibility to the 


tion. 
imperative obligation imposed 


u 
the President 
committee toa = 
to bill. 


consideration of the 


eee eee 


w 
to the emincnt and distinguished services rendered by 
war with and in the late ci 
of as well as the peace of the continent 
was involved. 


Mr. GALLINGER. The veto bodied in 
the report and follows the part whieh the Secretary has just read 
has been already read to the Senate. I ask that it may be passed 


over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection, it will be 
so ordered. There are some letters commending Colonel Alla- 
bach attached to the report. Does the committee desire to have 
the letters read? eee : 

Mr. GALLINGER. It might be well to have them read. 

= a Has the Svea ane been read? 

e ro tempore. been heretofore read, 
the Chair is Selermel 

Mr. BATE. The veto message has not been read with the report, 

Mr. PALMER. I am content that it shall be again read, 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to have it again read. Is the 
conan from Illinois seeking to overthrow the veto of the Presi- 

ent? 

Mr. PALMER. I am certainly seeking to have this bill passed 
neeeroee oe President’s objections. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The remainder of the report 
will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


[Senate Document No. 225, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. ]} 


Message from the President the United States, return: without his 
approval, Senate bill No. i, entited "An act granting a pension to Nancy 
. Allabach.” 


which is em 


nsion to Nancy G. bach. 
This bill wove % ion of $30 a month to the bene- 
This soldier served 


To the Senate: 
5 ee return without my eugrorel Senate bill No. 804, entitled “An 
bill provides for the payment of a 
Selene uansed a0the wikow of Peter HL. 
for nine months in the Army during the war of the . 
rebellion, having also served in the war \ 
He was mustered out of his last service on the 234 day of May, 1868, and 


of disabili- 
from the Army, was in any degree 
his death under statute allowing | 


the 

eath of their .husbands. Her case is also, one of 
pee peers Ae ay ee general act passed in 1890, called the 
pension la’ 


di t Ww. 

q is proposed, however, by the act under consideration to give this 

Teotiite ar bor hasbend hevt eaae tal of the death or 

disabili' er husband ving been caused military service. 

ap ponghay mrad tag iy gn Fee gm 

© money. 

This condition is v The special logislation ‘propos and if a 
a Deel by the special paapeanie Tdwnck ane 

how the same relief as is contained in this can be denied to the 

gees Serine Shs, 8 ee are now on the pension 


under gen ws. 
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patriotic service in two wars, and we simply propose to give her 
the pension of the widow of a colonel, a thing which has been 
done over and over again since I have been a member of the 

‘ National Legislature, in cases of much legs conspicuous merit than 
the one which is now before us. 

It does seem to me that the veto message was written upon a 
misapprehension of the facts in this case, and that the duty of the 
National Congress in this matter, without any reflection upon the 
President of the United States—because I certainly shall utter no 
word of reflection or suggestion in that direction—is plain to do 
this just act, generous, it may be, but just, nevertheless, and give 
to this widow a pension commensurate with the rank which her 
distinguished husband held. 

Mr. BATE. Mr. President —— 

Mr. PALMER. I doubt somewhat, Mr. President, whether 
there is a quorum present. 

Mr. BATE. I was just going to correct a statement of the 
Senator from New Hampshire as to the time Colonel Allabach 
served in the Mexican war. The Senator spoke of five years’ serv- 
ice in that war. I wish to say that the Mexican war lasted only 
two years. So, of course, the Senator is mistaken in that state- 
ment. I know nothing about the services of Colonel Allabach in 
the last war. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Then, on that point it may. be that some- 
body has made a mistake in writing areport. Ina report written 
by Mr. McCLELLaNn, of the House of Representatives, I think the 
son of the late distinguished General McClellan, he says: 

The military record of Peter H. Allabach, who served as colonel One hun- 


éred and thirty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, and also in the Mexican war, 
is as follows: 


Peter H. Allabach was mustered into service as colonel One hundred and 


thirty-first Pennsylvania ee Bae Ano 18, 1862, to serve nine 
months; was in command of the rd Provisional B e from Au 22, 


1862, to October 10, 1862, and of the Second Brigade, Third Division, Fifth Army 
Corps, from October 16, 1862, to May 14, 1863; and was mustered out of service 
with the field and staff of his regiment May 23, 1863. 
The records on file in the office of the Adjutant-General of the Army show 
= a H. Allabach was enlisted in Company K, Third United States 
antry— 
He was in the Regular Army, I take it— 


at oars tg ory Pa., November 25, 1844, was transferred to Company E, same 
regiment, September, 1849, and was disckarged from the latter company, as 
@ sergeant, at Paso del Norte, N. Mex., November 25, 1849, by reason of expi- 
ration of term of service. 

I will say that a portion of this five years’ service was in the 
Regular Army and not all of it in the Mexican war. It was a 
slip of the tongue when I said he was five years in the Mexican 


war. 

Mr. BATE. The Mexican war began in May, 1846, and termi- 
nated in 1848. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Iam very glad to be corrected by the dis- 
tinguished soldier from Tennessee on that point. I was aware of 
that historical fact quite as well as the Senator, but am iad to 
—— therecordcorrect. Colonel Allabach served five years, never- 
theless. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Ilinois [Mr. 
PALMER] suggests the absence of aquorum. The Secretary will 
call the roll. 

The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators an- 
swered to their names: 
Aldrich, Davis, 
Alien, Elkins, 

Faulkner, 


e, 
Gallinger, 


Mitchell, Oreg. 
— Wis. 


Blanchard, 
Burrows, 
Butier, 
all, 
Cameron, 
Chandler, 
Clark, McMillan, 
Cockrell, Mantle, 
Oullom, hk 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Fifty-seven Senators have 
answered to theirnames. There isa pera present. The ques- 
tion before the Senate is, Shall the bill pass, the objections of the 
President of the United States to the contrary notwithstanding? 
Mr. TELLER. What is the bill? 


— PRESIDENT pro tempore. The title of the bill will be 
stated. 


The SrcreTaky. A bill (S. 894) granting a pension to Nancy 
G. Allabach. 
The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CULLOM (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Delaware [Mr.Gray]. He not being 
resent, I do not feel at liberty to cast my vote; but if I had that 
iberty, I should vote “* yea.” 
‘ Mr. DAVIS (when his name was called). 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. TuRPrg]. 
Mr. GEAR (when his name was called). I have a general pair 
with the senior Senator from Georgia [Mr.GorpDon]. Not seeing 


Wilson 


McBride, Wolcott. 


I am paired with the 
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him in the Chamber, I withhold my vote. If he were present, I 
should vote ee 

Mr. McBRIDE (when his name was called). I have a general 

ir with the senior Senator from Mis [Mr. Grorer}. I 

oa hney how Se ere oa if he were present, but I should 
vote “‘ yea.” z 

Mr. SHOUP (when his name was called). I have S send 
pair with the Senator irom California [Mr. ee N 
ing how he would vote on this question, I wi my vote. I 
should “‘ yea” if he were present. 

Mr. T TON (when his name Was called). I have a 
eral with the junior Senator from South Carolina {Mr. Te11- 
MAN]. If he were present, I should vote “yea.” 

Mr. CLARK (when Mr. WaARREN’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. WARR=N] is unavoidably detained from the Chamber 
by severe illness. I make this announcement for the day. 

The roll call was concluded. a 


Mr. BACON. I have a pair junior Senator 
from Rhode Island \ Warncas but I have voted 
es of kine. ae ue ene 


‘*yea” under the assurance 
from Rhode Island {[Mr. ALpricH], that ges, Sem, 


would vote ‘‘ yea.” Therefore my vote may 


Mr. ELL. I am paired with the senior Senator from 
Iowa [Mr. ALLIson]. 


The result was announced—yeas 41, nays 11; as follows: 


al 
Wis. 
icc 


Pugh, 


ones, 
Jones, Nev. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem . The bill is 
standing the objections of the President, of the 


present having voted therefor. 


As 
been entered into that the immigration 
4 o'clock on Thursday. It to be the 
to see to it that scirn, Waki be 
such time as is available between now and 


I certainly think the Senate 

If there is no Senator who 

dent, I do not wish to prevent the 
Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. VEST. I can answer only for m 

erm nage I enous — 
y for a vote upon 
the junior pester tees Maryland 
togpeak. I do not know of any Sena 
time, 1 ask for a vote on my ; 

The PRESIDENT pro eat Senator from Missouri 
a that the Senate p: to the consideration of executive 

usiness. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business, After ten minutes spent 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 2 o'clock and 
58 minutes p.m.) the Senate until to-morrow, Wednes- 
day, December 16, 1896, at 12 0’ meridian. 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate December 15, 1896, 
POSTMASTERS, 


Charles C. Collier, to be postmaster at Blocton, in the county 
of Bibb and State of Alabama, the appointment of a postmaster 


. 
- 
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Howard Melvin, to be postmaster at Denton, in the county of 
Caroline and State of Maryland, the appointment. of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become rested in the President 
on and after October 1, «ey 

William H. Jordan, to be postmaster at Brockton, in the count 
of Plymonth and State of Massachusetts, in the place of Josep 
M. Hollywood, whose commission expired January 6, 1896. 

John R. Mackessy, to be postmaster at Waverley, in the county 
ct Middlesex and State of Massachusetts, the appointment of a 
pone for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 

esident on and after July 1, 1896. 

James H. O’Toole, to be postmaster at Amesbury, in the count 
of Essex and State of Massachusetts, in the place of Daniel 
Davis, whose commission expired May 27, 1896. 

Joseph St. John, to be postmaster at Cohasset, in the county of 
Norfolk and State of Massachusetts, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, ome vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. 

Albert C. Cross, to be postmaster at Bangor, in the county of 
Van Buren and State of Michigan, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. 

Joseph Gauntilett, to be postmaster at Milan, in the county of 
Washtenaw and State of Michigan, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. 

John P. Gerardy, to be postmaster at Durand, in the county of 
Shiawassee and State of Michigan, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in~the 
President on and after ae 1, 1896. 

George H. Gilbert, to be postmaster at Reed City, in the county 
of Osceola and State of chigan, in the place of William A. 
Strong, removed. 

Blendina Hicok, to be tmaster at Flint, in the county of 
Genesee and State of Michigan, in the place of John H. Hicok, 
deceased. 

Edgar Nichols, to be os at Benton Harbor, in the county 
of Berrien and State of Michigan, in the place of Roman I. J arvis, 
removed. 

Robert M. Porter, to be postmaster at Williamston, in the 
county of Ingham and State of Michigan, in the place of William 
L. Robson, whose commission expired July 22, 1896. 

William P. Christensen, to be postmaster at Olivia, in the 
county of Renville and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a 

stmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested i in the 
Pre esident on and after October 1, 1896. 

John H. Hanson, to be postmaster at Lake Benton, in the 
county of Lincoln and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a 


cstmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the. 


resident on and after October 1, 1896. 

Annie Leaser, to be postmaster at Wheaton, in the county of 
Traverse and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. 

John Mcabe, to be ‘postmaster at St. Peter, in the county of 
Nicollet and State of Minnesota, in the place of William G. 
Gresham, whose emg, is expired December 21, 1893. 

Patrick H. O'Hara, to be postmaster at Graceville, i in the county 
of Bigstone and State of innesota, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. 

Oliver H. Phillips, to be postmaster at Dodge Center, in the 
county of Dodge and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a 

ostmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 

resident on and after October 1, 1896. 

Robert A. Smith, to be postmaster at St. Paul, in the county of 
Ramsey and State of Minnesota, in the place of Henry A. Castle, 
whose commission expired February 4, 1896. 

Sadie E. Truax, to be postmaster at Breckenridge, in the county 
of Wilkin and State of Minnesota, the 2g name of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after a 1, 1896. 

John T. Barnett, to be tmaster at Iuka, in the county of 
Tishomingo and State of ississippi, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. 

John 8S. Saunders, to be postmaster at Starkville, in the count 
of Oktibbeha and State of pia tsk t in = place of F. 
Péwers, whose on expired J 

John W. Duncan, to be postmaster at iin in the county of 
Bates and State of Missouri, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after July 1, 1896. 

Rella C. Harber, to be postmaster at Trenton, in the county of 
Grundy and State of Missouri, in the place of Thomas B. Harber, 
dec 


eased, 
Gideon B, Hart, to be postmaster at Breckenridge, in the county 
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ter for the said office having, by law, become ves. become ea in of 9 postaaae- 
to be postmaster 

of Knox and State of ‘Miscou? in the 
of Carroll and State of Missouri, in the place of George F, 
Audrain and State of 

Alva H. O'Dowd, to be postmaster at Weston, in the events of 
and after October 1, 1 

Wibsourl im tive place of W. 
sof Willinm E. Cale 

removed. 


of Caldwell and State of 
“Sa eee 1, 1896. 
arles Q. Hardman ry im tho place of Hob se comer 
field, whose commission expired July 2, 
Edward C. Meehan, to be at SS in the county 
Crutch- 
MT dee We Mortis, to bs tmaster at Mexico, in the county of 
uke o oe) 
cma he the place of John W. Mason, 
removed. 
Platte anc State of Missouri, the tment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, law, become vested in the President on 
J. W. Overstreet, "to 
of Macon and State of 
Barbeau A. Roy, to be Bonne T: in the coun 
of St. Francis and Statoot Missouri, in se ar Thomas 


B. A, 

Allen T. Hill, to be Qh enone at 
and State of Nebraska, the tof a @ postmaster for 
pr vag a ui 9 Oy lows, Domne aeainn as ee eae on 


after July 1, 1 

Robert Pohl, to be postmaster at Austin, in the county of Lan- 
der and State of Nevada, the tment of a for the 
es fee bredaed erent 


said office having, by law, become vested 
after October 1, aoe 
Frank B. Dailey, to be postmaster at Bloomfield, in the county 
of Essex and State of New Jersey, in the placeof Frank G. Tower, 
James J. Davidson, to be at Swedesboro, in the coun 
of Gloucester and State of jen ar the appointment of a 
master for the auld office hating, be lane, hesaeis westell ta tee 
President on and after Caen 


- ieee os Devine, tn be nestundaies. to ined , in the 
ty of Atlantic and State of New Jersey, Ree 


s by Wee, Godined to be 
ohn 
of Hudson and State of ae ee i ae at 
O'Farrell = 
Michael J. Hickey, to be B pay 2020 at Raritan, in the coun 
of Somerset and State of New Jersey, in the place of 
OGontee MeCrsok to be postmaster at Dover, in the ity of 
orge Mc en, er coun 
Morris a State of New Jersey, in the place of William Pollard, 
remov 
May J. Munson, to be y reall age wt in the 
of Morris and State of ew J iuiy ame A 
Baker, whose commission 2 J aly 18, 1 
Charles H. Pierson, to be postmaster at in the coun —_ 
of Cumberland and State of pak ca in place of Sam 
A Willian’ Pinterd, to be postmaster at 
1 tar 
+. Coclien, wheas commmhedion Saunrenaie a ist 
rlies, W commission 
Charles W. Scott, to be Slow Seren. the eon Hill, in the co 
of Camden and State of New Jersey, the appointment of a 
master for the said office having, by law w, become vested in te 
"7 Howard Thorn, to be posteacaher of Guuiie Gig, th the 
ow: orn a n county 
of Cape May and State of Rew Jersey, the 
master for the said office a y law, waste in the 
President on and after J _ 1,1 sates e 
Elizabeth, coun 
the place of Patrick Sheridan, 


William J. Whelan, to be postmaster at 
of Union and State of New ersey, in the 
deceased, 


ee 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Ewecutive nominations confirmed by the Senate December 15, 1896, 
CHIEF JUSTICE COURT OF CLAIMS, 
Charles C. Nott, of New York, to be chief justice Court of 


UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 


Witicon D ilidens, of Sava to be attorney of the 
United States for the Territory of 





1896. 
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE. 
of the District of Columbia, to be justice of 
‘ne in the District of Colam- 


the peace in tho county of W 
bia, to be assigned to the city of 
DISTRICT JUDGES. 


Andrew Kirkpatrick, of New Jersey, to be United States district 
judge for the district of New Jersey. * 

John H. Rogers, of Arkansas, to be United States district judge 
for the western of Arkansas. 


Arthur L. Brown, of Rhode Island, to be United States district 
judge for the district of Rhode Island. 

John E. Car: of South Dakota, to be United States district 
judge for the of South Dakota. 

COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 

Hiram P. Mackintosh, of Massachusetts, to 18 collector of eus- 
toms for the district of Newburyport, in State of Massachu- 
setts. 


APPOINTMENT IN THE MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE. 


William M. of Alabama, to be an assistant surgeon in 
Oo nates tamed Borden ot the United States. 


PROMOTION IN THE MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE. 
P. A. Surg. Charles E. Banks, of Maine, to be a surgeon in the 
Marine-Hospital Service of the United States. 
PROMOTION IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 
First Lieut, Hi en San ano 2 een 
in the Revenne- Outen of the United States. 
APPOINTMENT IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 
Waller T Florida, to be a second assistant engineer in 
Reven States. 


‘aylor, of 
the ne-Cutter Service of the United 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuEsDAy, December 16, 1896. 
The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


The bill (H, R. 7906) to t an 

Hand, as first Com One hundred and eighty- 
dvarih. negated Pannavivenia Intastes Velenhenm, wes as 
follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he honey gether 
ized and to gra an honorable of date 28, A. D. 1865, 
to Adam ag tet lieutenant of Company i, One hundred and eighty: 
Mr. McCLELLAN. Reserving the right to object, I ask for the 
reading of the report. 


The report (by Mr. GRIFFIN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
1090) granting an to Adam Hand, having considered tho 


“Miss Ut enacted by the Senate and House of Repres 


i 
ai 
. 
i 
i 
fi 
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‘corer on Serie tae 
teers. toupered an hie company 
olunteer, muster roll of com- 
Sa, pow ip dng Giuiegeedl and was ategbeseh tn.ae Grat low 

et cette ate 





eighty-fourth Regiment vania Volunteers, and socontinued up to Jan- 
— 1865, when Col. John H. Stover joined the regiment and assumed com- 
mand, but I continued with the regiment until its final muster out of service. 


Iremember the above-named y B, said regiment, and 
been commissioned and 
mustered in asfirst lieutenant of said a about March, 1896, he was 
da’ do not remember seeing him. 
Hand had always proven himself to be a 

, and I never heard any thing detrimental of him, an 
rthermore say that he would never have been commissioned first 
lieutenant had he been guilty of any act of cowardice. In addition to this I 
would say that I never or knew said Adam Hand to make any remarks 
other than those of loyalty to his country and the command. I testify ta 
facts from personal kn: and, having known the soldier 
while oa regiment, if any of the facts were otherwise I would surely 


“adam Hand, of Sterling, IL, of date August 22, 18938, makes oath that he 
served as a in H, Tenth Pennsylvania Infantry, from April 
term of service of said regiment expired. 
tin y F, One hundred and seventy-third 
Infantry. November 1, 1862, to August 16, 1863, when the 
named regiment expired, and was never absent from duty 
either of said services one day. 

That as private in eer B, One hundred and eighty-fourih 
qe May 12, . Wes promoted to sergeant soon after, 

on December 1 . Was promoted to first lieutenant. 
was (ve of absence for sickness, the regiment 


good 
al 


tl 


= lying in he got worse at home, as stated by him 
“That up to this sickness he had not missed aday’s duty with his last com- 
mud. which bad been in the front all the time. 
“He ys that he has read a copy of the report on him made by Col. 


further sa: he 
John H. Stover on April 26, 1866, and solemn|y swears that everything in that 
statement Sie etinen att eee depreciative of deponent’s standing as 
ie en and absolute ood, and that none of the dis- 
insubordinate expressions ch to this deponent in said report 
were ever uttered or even thought of by deponent. 
“He further says that the animus of said colonel in making such false state- 
ments and may ascertained from the following facts: 
“That said One hundred and eighty-fourth Regiment was mustered in at 
Harrisburg, Pa., in pay, 1864, and went straight to the front and joined the 
Second Corps laine 


at Belle and fought with said corps through the remain- 
ing battles of the W Cold bor, Spottsylvania, and around to 
the front of , Va. 

“That said Colonel Stover remained at Harrisburg, Pa.,on recruiting serv- 
ice, and did not go with his regiment to the field, and did not join said regi- 
ment until 1, 1865, when the latter had gone through the campaign 
and was in rs (the ment thus far having been under 
the of Lieut. Charlies Kleckner, and said Compary B having 
then been contin under the command of deponent, first as a sergeant 
and afterwards as t, after Lieutenant Brown was wounded, in July, 


“ When Colonel Stover came to his regiment, as aforesaid, he brought with 

friends to fill vacancies among the line officers. He had 
a relation named McCartney for y B, but Company B was then so 
es battles and sickness as to be entitled to only one commissioned 
officer, thereupon said colonel and continued to treat deponent as 
though the latter was in the way of plans, and deponent believes that this 
was the reason he did not forward the —— certificates of deponent's home 


F 


fllmess, and made the aforesaid injurious report in reference to 
deponent, and had deponent dropped from the rolls without deponent's 
knowledge and while he was lying very sick at home as aforesaid." 

Your eres approve such former report, and recommend 
the passage of herein reported. 

There no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the , which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 


third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. PRINCE, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


PUBLIC BUILDING, NEWPORT, KY. 


Mr. BERRY. I ask unanimous consent for the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. 9472) to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the 
third session of the Fifty-third Congress. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That chapter Ili of the acts of the third session, Fifty- 
third on a ae striking out the first proviso therein 
and inse © following: “ Provided, That the site shall leave the build- 

eo from fire in adjacent buildings by an open space of 
4 feet, uding streets and alleys.”’ 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection tothe present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. McMILLIN. I hope the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Berry} will explain whether this bill involves any increased 


se. 
. BERRY. No; itis really a saving to the Government. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Is this a public-building bill? 

Mr. BERRY. No, sir; it simply provides that the distance 
between the public building in course of construction at Newport, 
Ky., and the adjacent buildings be reduced from 50 feet, as origi- 
nally provided, to 40 feet, which is the uniform rule adopted by 
the Siecenseas. 

~~ DINGLEY. Does the bill involve any increased expendi- 
ture 

Mr. BERRY. No, sir. 

Mr. DINGLEY. As I understand, 40 feet is the usual rule in 
these cases. 

Mr. BERRY. Yes, sir. If 50 feet should be reserved the ex- 
pense to the Government would be greater. 

There on objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
‘third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
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On motion of Mr. BERRY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


VESSELS PROPELLED BY GAS, NAPHTHA, ETO. 


Mr. BENNETT. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill which I send to the desk. 

The bill (S. 1646) providing for certain requirements for vessels 
ag by gas, fluid, naphtha, or electric motors was read, as 
ollows: 

Be it enacted, ete., That all vessels of above 15 tons burden, carrying freight 

or passengers for hire, propelled by gas, fluid, naphtha, or electric motors, 

be, and are hereby, made subject to the provisions of section 4426 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States, relating to the inspection of hulls and 
boilers and requiring engineers and pilots; and all vessels so propelled, with- 
out regard to tonnage or use, shall be subject to the provisions of section 4412 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States, relating to the reguiation of 
steam vessels in ing each other; and to so much of sections 4233 and 4234 
of the Revised Statutes, relating to lights, fog signals, steering and sailing 
rules, asthe Board of Supervising Inspectors shall, by their regulations, deem 
applicable and practicable for their safe navigation. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. HOPKINS. I wish to inquire whether the bill has been 
considered by the appropriate committee of the House? 

Mr. BENNETT. Tt has been considered by the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce, and reported favorably, and, 
in addition to that, its passage is recommended by the Treasury 
Department in the letter appended to the report. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Reserving the right to ob- 
ject, I wish to inquire of the gentleman whether he has had an 
understanding on this question with the gentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. GARDNER], who at the last session asked me in his 
absence to object to the consideration of this bill if unanimous 
consent should be asked. 

Mr. BENNETT. The a from New Jersey [Mr. Garp- 
NER] is aware that this bill was to be called up at the first oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Then I have no objection. 

Mr, COOPER of Florida. -I should like to hear the report read. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Allow me to ask whether there is any reason 
why this bill should not have gone to the Committee on the Mer- 
chant Marine and Fisheries, instead of the Committee on Inter- 
‘state Commerce. ; 

Mr. BENNETT. This bill was sent by the Speaker to the Com- 
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, and was referred 
to the subcommittee on ships, shipping, and sanitation, and the 
matter was fully considered. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Butwhy did itnotgo tothe Committee on Mer- 
chant Marine and Fisheries? 

Mr. BENNETT. Because such a reference would have been 
improper. Itwas properly referred to the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Florida ask for the 
reading of the re 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I ask for the reading of the 

rt. 
‘he a fr Mr. BENNETT) was read at length. 

The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I object. 


WEAR CRAWFORD. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con- 
sent for the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 514) to remove 
the charge of desertion from the military record of Wear Crawford. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to remove the charge of desertion from the military record 
of Wear Crawford, late of Com G, Fifty-second Regiment of Indiana 
Infantry Veteran Volunteers, and to issue to the said Crawford an honorable 
discharge from said service: Provided, That no back pay or allowance shall 
become due or payable by reason of the passage of this act. 


The Committee on Military Affairs recommend the following 
amendment: 

Add at the close of the bill the words “Said discha 
1865: Provided, That no pay, bounty, or allowanceshall 
by virtue of this act.” 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There oe no objection, the bill was considered, the amendment 
agreed to, and the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and 


to be dated June 28, 
ome due or payable 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana, a motion to reconsider 
thé last vote was iaid on the table. 


ADVERSE REPORT. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, on yesterday an adverse report was 
submitted from the Comuhittee on the Judiciary by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Ray] with reference to the bill (H. R. 4057) 
ia relation to cigarettes, which was laid on the table. I desire to 
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have that bill, with the accompan report and the views of the 
minority, referred to the House under the rule. 

The SPEAKER. It can be done at the request of any member. 

Mr. TERRY. I make that request. ; 

The SPEAKER. The report, with the views of a. 
the request of the gentleman from Arkansas, will be to 
the House Calendar. . 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 3 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I call for the regular order, 
first zeae to the gentleman from New York, who wishes to 
a request. 

COMMITTEB ON AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, pending the demand 
the regular order, I wish to ask unanimous consent that the 
ne on may have leave to sit during the sessions 

e House. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

ALCOHOL USED IN THE ARTS. 
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The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (S. ae aeeng 
@ pension to Mrs. Jane Stuart Whi with 

i to by the Senate, and req 
the two Houses on the 
Mr. PICKLER. Would it be in order to move that the House 
insist on its amendment, and agree to the conference? . 

The SPEAKER. That motion would be in order. 

Mr. PICKLER. I desire to make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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hae mln arent aig Yee (S. 1291 

an an increase pension Celeste Boug widow 
Bt. Brig. Gen. Horace Boughton, with House Saeki dis- 
agreed to by the Senate, and for 

Mr. PI . I move that the 
amendment, and agree to the conference 

The motion was agreed to. 

ATLANTIO AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 
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the Clerk’s desk the report of the committee, 


Mr. MCRAE. Mr. 
The SPEAKER. For what 
Arkansas rise? 
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has been called. Is this the committee hour, and has that commit- 
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Atlantic and Pacific - ers, It became a part of the rights of that company to take those lands: 
_ soba Gate to construct, my and a <7 but it turns out upon investigation that the lands are in the arid 
poral, fe Mo., across the Indian, New region; cor a good for nothing. The company itself, out of 
tothe Pacific. Toaid construction grants | the 42,000,000 acres, has only succeeded in selling seven hundred 

of public lands, of way, and areal (Reapetin Vereen ane <aees. => thousand and oddacres. A great proportion of the land has been 
Be ee oo tee a F ny Government wag and par forfeited to the Government, oat 2 suit is now pending, and is 
thersia gee, 9 or any’ part i of $e Garter oe —— — a ames > arars aaa to determine the right of the 

tlan Pacific ernment to forfeit the balance. 
United postal, military, 


But be that as it may, this is the practical question that is pre- 
sented to the House: This company, however fraudulent it may 
have been, however disproportionate its land grant may have been 
to its right to build a railroad to the California coast, nevertheless 


porta’ 
It was then ority even, raise funds for Ghat purpose wan ths 
the 
acs the sole direct authority g2ven ‘ieceapital stock purpose was 


of its toes re ; ae > not - be Bos nate to the applicants for this 

was to commence a C or . e applicants for this charter are the innocent parties 
prescribed Bistance nee —— oa ae ond by Grotion ®. | who advan tueir money upon a mortgage of this road. That 
any time hereafter, the United States may 40 money built the road. It could not have been built otherwise. 


As the rt shows, it was supposed that private subscriptions 


ontd thease charter hereby the com: | long the line of the road would be ample to build the road, brt 
pt could mortgage fs franchises addition to is tangible es those hopes proved to be delusive. The company were obliged to 
and i defaals - 7c. occurred, Teserved power | borrow money. They did borrowit, and A, B, C, innocent parties 


who had nothing whatever to do with any wrongdoing connected 
with the making of the land grant, advanced their money and the 
road was completed. 
high! improper to visit upon these innocent parties 
any wrongdoing that may have been practiced by the original pro- 
moters of the enterprise. There is no justice or propriety in that. 
These mortgage bonds are held by guardians, by trustees, by 
women, and by other os and the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. McRak]} is that they be visited with the 
consequences and be made to suffer for that former wrongdoing, 
for which they are in no wise responsible. Butnow, Mr. Speaker, 
there was not any wrongdoing. The gift on the part of the Gov- 
ernment of this 42,000,000 acres of land did not amount to any- 
thing to this company. As I have already said, they have sold 
only 708,000 acres out of the 42,000,000 acres given to them, for 
the simple reason that you might turn a razor-back pig loose on 
the land in that country and it could not get a living. 
Mr. STEELE. That being the case, how did they expect to get 


| 
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- oe Dereien. and ee The line fom, |. Mr. POWERS. Because in those days there was a great fever 
ueraue wertward has ace been constructed and is operated for building these roads, especially to the Pacific. The Union 
ehtetlaos feosione by ctmneeten at Albuquerque through | Pacific was being built. Everyboa turned his attention to the 
SS a ; a art a the Gentral and Western | Project of building railroads to the Pacific Ocean, and everybody 
visions. ar = re proceedings are who put his money in these roads going out West was sadiy disap- 
While Ee ton mortgage act 1871, pany ° 
bject ali the franchises of the company thereto, the right tobea |" Mr. FOOTE. Where are these arid lands? 


Mr. POWERS. They arein Arizona, the Indian Territory, New 
Mexico, etc., on the line of the road. 

Now, the Government has already forfeited about 13,000,000 or 
14,000,000 acres of the land, and claims the right to forfeit the bal- 


Beeause defect the pending bill is presen’ io tn ance; eee is no ae — world why these people who heve 
ne right te company nite advan eir money an en @ mortgage upon this road and 

cee Se to be a corporation, the act of 18/1 is sent in ding® | have purchased the property or are about to purchase it in the fore- 
B. road through separate to wit, the Indian Terri- one vag hme not a the —— - be mguntens into a cor- 
, New ration. Supposing you have the right tosay they shall not have 
Californie authorising no laws exist in New Mexico, Arizona, ot | the right to do so, how do you leave the property and how do you 
in the on Territory. parchasars at es eae — leave a You leave these ome who have invested 
further anthorit mestonne ven their money in these t properties without any right as a cor- 

ee een ee eee ane to enable such purchas poration and of qutning the railroad in the interests of the 


people along its lines. 

. BLACK of Georgia. Will the gentleman state to the House 
the difference between the bill he has offered and the substitute 
Ky the gentleman from Arkansas? 


ow, Mr. , as report a ee WERS. The substitute offered by the gentleman from 
that the dholders of the Atlantic and Rail- | Arkansas provides very many things that nobody can live under. 
ee in other words, | The tleman, of course, will unfold his plan when he comes to 
may have the to be a corporation. The necessity for this | it. ft is avery objectionable plan. He has injected a penalty, 
arises from the fact that the Court in two cases has | consequent on what he says is the wrongdoing on the part of the 
decided that the mortgage of a , together with parties on these innocent parties. I say that the House 
its franchises, not the right to bea Every- | of ntatives ought to be above that kind of legislation. 
body connected this original uony enppaeet thatthe right} Mr. FLYNN. Is it not a fact that there is no new authority 
to them by , which in terms | conferred upon this company that the old company did not have? 
em to Mr. PO . There is no new authority whatever. If any- 


88 ng al ocessity for the arta t 
; n passage 
The Howse Will weenenaber thet tals oneemae was started in 
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body will take the trouble to read the bill they will see that the only 
ae in it which is operative is to simply give these parties 
t to be organized into a corporation. 
Mr. FLYNN. Another question. Is it not a fact that the rail- 
roads can not operate in the Indian Territory without a charter 
from ? 


was en enable them, on a 


ee ,000 acres, and 
in 1871 it became necessary for the company, in order to 


its road, to issue That mortgage issued, 


Mr. PO . Theycan not. There is no other wayin which 
Cason ee oe ee franchise to be a the roadcan beoperated. It doesnot pay its current expenses now. 
Now, when question was before the on a former; Mr. KNOX. As to this portion of the road which was the St. 
that this land grant was a monstrous land | Louis and San Francisco, was not there a land grant which went 
fant, that it was fraudulent, that great was done to the | with thatroad? . 
t in the amount of land granted to the railroad. Con-| Mr. POWERS. Very likely. I do not know how that is. 


cede that to be true for the purposes of this argument; what has} Mr. KNOX. Did not the whole road pass to that corporation, 
that to do with the pending question? Congress enacted the law. | and is it not now operated by it? Is it not that way? 



















































=; 


pe z a ; . 
Cn enon a 


SER OTMORE I CR PD 


176 


Mr. POWERS. I presume thatisso. I am not familiar with 
that 


Mr. KNOX. That is a corporation. 

Mr. MOODY. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a 

uestion? 

. Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 

Mr. MOODY. My question is, Is it not a fact that this road at 
the present time is not worth any more than the mortgage upon it? 

Mr. POWERS. Probably not. 

Mr. MOODY. Why should any new corporation be permitted 
to issue stock in excess of the amount of the mortgage? 

Mr. POWERS. On the question of stock, the gentleman will 
notice on page 4 it is to be assessed for money, labor, or property 
that ma necessary. 

Mr. MOODY. I understand that perfectly; but it is provided 
that the amount of new issue of stock shall not exceed the aggre- 
gate amount which the old company had issued. 

Mr. POWERS. Exactly. 

Mr. MOODY. Now, the old company may have issued without 
consideration a hundred millions of stock. 

Mr. POWERS. The old company, as the gentleman will see 
from the report of the Commissioner of Railroads, issued a capi- 
tal of $79,000,000, which was mortgaged. 

Mr. MOODY. What is the amount of the mortgage? 

Mr. POWERS. The first mortgage $18,000,000, the second 
$20,000,000, and other bills payable $13,000,000. 

Mr. MOODY. Are those secured by this mortgage? 

Mr. POWERS. They will be secured by this mortgage if this 
additional stock is issued. . 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Does your bill restore any 
rights that have been forfeited? 

Mr. POWERS. It does not touch the right of the Government 
to forfeit these lands. It expressly reserves to the Government 
all rights that it now has. And, Mr. Speaker, in this connection 
I wish to say that the United States Government has in its em- 

loy a _— counsel to look after its land-grant interests, Mr. 
Seeds . Call, and when the original bill was introduced into 
the Senate and was there pending Mr. Call wrote a letter to Sen- 
ator WHITE in relation to this subject, in pursuance of which 
Senator WuirE made sundry amendments to the bill then pend- 
ing. Those amendments having been made, and being acceptable 
to the counsel of the United States, this bill the ate 
=" a and I will now ask the Clerk to read the letter of 

r. Call 


Mr. FOOTE. As I understand, this new bill does not deprive 
the Government of any rights that it had under the old law? 

Mr. POWERS. Of none whatever. 

Mr. PARKER. May I ask the gentleman whether the Govern- 
ment has not some right of free transportation over this road, and 
whether there is anything in the pending bill preserving that 


ht? 
“ike, POWERS. The Government does havea preferential right 
of transportation over the road for its own business, and this bill 
expressly retains that right. 

Mr. PARKER. I do not find it in the bill. 

Mr, TERRY. I would like the gentleman from Vermont to 
point that out in this bill. 


Mr. POWERS. Well, if it is not there, we are perfectly willing 
to have it put in the bill. 

Mr. TERRY. I know, but the gentleman has stated several 
times that this bill preserves ali the existing rights of the Gov- 
ernment, and now I want him to point out that provision. 

Mr. POWERS. I supposed that the bill did contain that pro- 
vision; but if it does not, let it be amended. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Then the provision is not in the bill. 

Mr. POWERS. I ask that the Clerk read the letter of Mr. Call. 

The letter was read, as follows: 


WaAsHINGTON, D. C., March 28, 1896. 

DEAR Sre: As special counsel for the United States, having charge of the 
litigation in southern California which is seeking to enforce the rights of the 
Government to lands claimed to have been gran to various railroad com- 

nies, [ am naturally interested on behalf of the Government in any legis- 
tion which may affect the rights of the Government in such lands as it is 
now seeking to recover from 7 of the various railroad companies. 

I therefore carefully read the bill introduced by yourself (No. 1832) on 
January 29 for the purpose of authorizing a reorganization of the Atlantic 
and Pacific Railr Company. and it seemed to me at the time that I 
read it {and upon reflection I still adhere to the conclusion) that this bill 
not sufficientiy guard the rights of the Government. Hence I wrote to you, as 

ou will remember, concerning it. Since that time, and within a few da’ 
the representatives of the parties interested in the passage of the bill 
myself have been in conference for the purpose of wee up such a substi- 
tute as would be perfectly satisfactory to them and would fully protect every 
interest of the Government. Iam happy to say that we haveagreed upon a 
substitute which in my jad t clearly obviates any criticism, so far as the 
Government's interests and rights are concerned, and which is ate 
—— to the people who are interested in the Atlantic and Pacific 
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will have it presented by the Judiciary Committee as a substi 
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bject. . 
Mr. GROUT. I think the gentleman from Arkansas 
hends. I think my colleague does not believe this amendment 
necessary, but merely offers it to satisfy the 
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is given to the men who acquired this charter and afterwards 
viola‘2d every promise made by them and broke every condition 
imposed upon them by the grant; (2) that the terms of the forfeit- 
ure act of July 6, 1886, shall be first accepted by the new corpora- 
tion as a condition precedent, aud that this act shall not take effect 
unti! they reconvey the lands thus forfeited; (3) that the settlers 
shall have the lands which have been earned and not sold at the 
minimum Government price of $1.25 per acre, and those who 
have purchased fully protected in their titles; (4) that the bona fide 
debts due for work, labor, material, etc., shall be paid, and (5) 
the stock should be limited to the actual value of the road, so as 
to prevent the watering of the stock, and that the interest shall 
not exceed 4 per cent. The substitute which I have offered will 
secure all of this. If it is not adopted, I hope amendments will 
be that will secure the same things. 

Mr. Speaker, shall we, by breathing into this corporation anew 
life, permit it to repudiate the honest debts of those who have per- 
formed labor for it? I have provided that all the debts, except 
those due to the old Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe and to the 
St. Louis and San Francisco railroad companies, shall be paid. 
As for these railroad corporations who have wrecked the Atlantic 
and Pacific and themselves, and reorganized, Ihave no concern. 
They have second mortgages, and as they have been relieved of 
the payment of a part of their debts by similar reorganizations. 
So, if Congress sees fit to give the Atlantic and Pacific relief 
against them, I have no objection, but as to the laborer and the 
mechanic, and those who have legitimate claims growing out of 
the operation of the road, I say it would be legalized repudiation 
to permit these mort creditors to defeat the payment of their 
debts or be prefe to them, even though they may have origi- 
nally invested their money in faith. So Ihave endeavored 


to ? preeeny for the protection of these men. 


think that the settlers along the line of the road should be 
protected in their purchases already made, and also by reducing the 
price for which these lands may be sold, so that the price shall be 
no more than the Government price. These lands have been 
withheld from settlement for thirty years. The act of forfeiture 
of 1886 reduced the Government price of land along this grant to 
$1.25 an acre, and I think the railroad lands should not exceed 
that sum. Let us say to this corporation, ‘‘If you are to be reor- 
ganized under authority from Congress, you shall first accept as 
a condition precedent the terms imposed by the forfeiture act of 
1886; and you shall sell the lands you have earned or acquired to 
actual settlers at the price at which the Government sells its pub- 
lic lands;” and further, that purchasers shall be protected, as the 
gentleman from Minnesota {Mr. TawNEY] suggested a moment 
ago, as to sales already made. 

Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. McRAE. Certainly. 

Mr. POWERS. I wish to say to the gentleman that if he has 
any amendment providing that the land shall be sold at $1.25 an 
acre, it will be entirely acceptable, for you can not sell them for 
50 cents an acre. 

Mr. GROUT. All that have beensold so far have brought only 
50 cents an acre. 

Mr. McRAE. Vote for my substitute and you will getit. If 
you wili not do that, then perfect the bill in that respect. Wh 
should there be any objection to my proposition to limit the stoc 
to be issued by this company as reorganized to the actual amount 
due upon mortgages and other just indebtedness such as that pro- 
vided for by section 4 of my substitute? Why should we give this 
new corporation authority from the Congress of the United States 
to do what the old one did, water its stock and enrich its stock- 
holders at the expense of the Government and people? The old 
incorporators contributed nothing to the building of this road. 
These do not _— to contribute anything to it. I question 
whether the old set honestly and in good faith appropriated the 
money they borrowed from the bondholders. The most thatought 
under any circumstances to be done is to protect the honest bonded 
debt; but so far as the outstanding stock is concerned, I appeal to 
Congress to study the history of this grant before authorizing a 
reissue of any part of it with a charter to go forth and rob ship- 
pers and settlers. We should also provide for a low rate of inter- 
est upon the bonds and stock, say not exceeding 4 per cent. 

Mr. Speaker, I propose the substitute which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk, and I ask that it be now-read. It embodies every pro- 
vision that I have referred to, and will, I think, protect every 
valid interest involved. While I dislike to vote for a charter to 
reorganize or to organize a Federal corporation by authority of the 
Congress of the United States, 1 am willing to do so in this case 
if gentlemen will accept these conditions; but I want it under- 
stood that the forfeiture which was declared ten years ago must be 
madea condition precedent tothe reorganization. They shall not, 
with my consent, stand in one branch of this Government deny- 
ing the right of Congress to make a forfeiture, and in the other 
permission from Congress tolive. I ask the Clerk to 


The Clerk read as follows: 
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Oe ey et Oonanaasdhall ch all times have the power to alter, amend, 

or repeal this act.” 

' Mr. MCRAE. Mr. 
Mr. POWERS. Now, Mr. 
Mr. McRAE. Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. gen 
Mr. McRAE, Mr. 


‘ LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. BINGHAM, Before the gentleman proceeds, if he will 
allow me, I should like to ask the chairman of the committee if 
he will permit me to introduce the legislative bill, that it may be 


believe I have the floor, 
from Arkansas, 


Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 
Mr. BINGHAM, from the Committee on Sopee tions, 
reported a bill (H. R. 9643) making appropriations for the legis- 
tive, executive, and ju of Government for 
e fiscal year e une 30, 1898, and for other purposes; which 
read a first and second and, with the accompan 


report, ordered to be printed and referred to the Committee 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 


ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY, 


Mr. Speaker, this proposed substitute is identical 
fn many respects with the resolution passed ap Se House and 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary at the last* session 

r the reorganization of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. 
4s to the forfeiture the price of 
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him and ask that the Clerk be allowed to read an amendment 
which I have offered, and which has been accepted, which sub- 
stitutes the words ‘‘legally chargeable against said old corpo- 
ration” for the words “‘expressl 


gentleman can have it read in his. 
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and honest creditors of the old concern protected, put it into the 
act and leave nothing to construction. 
has been lost to the people by construction. 


ity it, and I say to you that the history of the corporation for 
t 


a. 
of amendments pending which ought to be disposed of before any 


to which said Atlantic an 
charter or act of incorporation, and nothing in this act shall be held todeprive 


the United 
against said Atlantic an 


Mr. HARRISON. Can the court give them power to exist as a 
ration? 
. McRAE. But when we give them the right to exist and 





wer with the emphatic declara- 
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oy oo eee them. 

a RISON. Would not the courts protect them anyway? 

Mr. McRAE. The courts can not protect them when we sa 
this bill, which permits them to be organized, that they shall 




















N. I understand an amendment has been 








do not know of any amendment that has been 
Here is what the act 











But in this act shall make such purchasers and their associates or 














Mr. MITCHELL. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt 









































assumed in their contract of 
his amendment cures the defect 


The 
If he wants to gee this 

e effort to 
If you want the laboring men 


urchase at said judicial sale.” 
refers to. 


Mr. McRAE. I do not care to have it read in my time. 






Almost this entire grant 


Mr. Speaker, I am f. with this grant and the efforts to 

years has been that of broken pledges and an effort to get 

all it could and give as little return as possible to the people. Now, 
I = ten minutes to my colleague, Judge TERRY. 

. TERRY, I-desire tosend up an Amendment and wish it 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkansas presents the 

e Chair thinks there are quite a number 


more are considered. 
Mr. TERRY. I wantitread and considered pending, to be voted 
on at the proper time. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Amend by adding, after the word “sale,” in line 28, page 3, the following: 
“But such new company shall be subject to all the obligations and debta 
Pacific Railroad Company was subject under its 


States of any right or remedy they may at any time have had 
Pacific Railroad Company.” 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call the attention of the 
House to what is the real effect of this bill reported by the Com- 
mittee on Pacific Railroads. It in effect gives the purchasers by 
sale all the rights, privileges, and immunities of the old company, 
and does not impose upon the new company a single one of the 
obligations of the old company either to the Government of the 
United States or to anybody else. 

Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman yield to me a moment? [ 
can relieve my friend, although the House would be greatly en- 
tertained by hearing him. I will accept that amendment. 

Mr. TERRY. That is all right. Iam glad you are in that 
frame of mind; but I do not propose to be cut off by what you 
may accept at the present time. [Laughter.] Now, let us lock 
at the bill. It is not often that a man can get the floor, but when 
he does he does not want to be shut off by such an offer of con- 
cession as that made by my friend from Vermont. Here is the 
provision of the original bill: 

Shall constitute a new company, which shall be entitled to hold and possess 
wasspenenines one yee poe sO — oud to a the te ie wers, 

7 hises, c e Chise Fo De @ Corpo ion, 
Janine 9 A ype of Congress approved uly 27, 1806. — 

Not a word said about any of its obligations, or its debts, or ita 
duties, 

Now, I want to call the attention of this House to the very words 
of the section in the original charter, which the people of the United 
States have an interest in: 


SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That to better accomplish the object of 


this act, namely, to promote the public interests and welfare by the construc- 
tion of said raltrond and telegraph lines and keeping the same in workin 
and to secure to the Government at all times, particularly in times o; 
war, the useand benefits of the same for postal, military, and other ge ses, 
may at any time, =e by regard to the rights of said Atlantic 
and Railroad Company, alter, amend, or repeal this act. 
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Now, I want this charter of this new company to be subject to 
the same kind of restrictions or provisions for the benefit or in 
behalf of the people of the United States. And yet, Mr. 8 


‘ we have the astonishing spectacle of an officer of the nited 


States Government, who it is said has examined this measure 
allowing to go unprotected the rights of the United States and 
recommending to this House a bill that does not protect a single 
one of these important rights. 

Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman yield a moment? 

Mr. TERRY. Certainly. 

Mr. POWERS. If the gentleman will take the trouble to look 
at the bill, he will find that section 2 reads as follows: 


That Congress at all times shall have power to alter, amend, or repeal this 
act. 


Mr. TERRY. Yes, sir; but there is no provision with the 
same power and strength of language as that contained in section 
20 of the existing law, and I want that a and I want the 
right of the United States to regulate the rates of transportation 
of Government troops, supplies, etc., preserved. It is true that 
the gentleman has made a concession upon that point, but that is 
a matter to be passed on by the House, and I would rather have 
the amendment in the language that I have proposed. I have 
called the attention of the House to these matters to show how 
this bill was brought in originally with a certificate by a Govern- 
ment officer that the rights of the Government would be geen / 
protected under it. It may be, sir, that it is considered by s 
officials that the Government of the United States, whilst it may 
have rights against individuals, has none against such a corpora- 
tion as this. It simply shows the representatives of the people 
how carefully they must scan legislation of this kind. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, I say that this House ought not to pass 
this billin any haste. I have presented the suggestions that have 
occurred to me, and I also recommend to every Representative 
here who desires to protect the people of the United Statesto exam- 
ine this bill carefully and see to it that it is not railroaded through 
here at the speed that is proposed. 

One other thing: Another part of the bill proposes to relieve the 
new company from existing debts and claims. As suggested by 
my colleague [Mr. McRas], it is usual for the courts in appoint- 
ing receivers to provide that certain debts shall be preferred and 
shall be a lien upon the property, and that provision is contained 
in the substitute of my colleague. In some instances the courts 
appointing receivers have not put such a provision in their orders, 
and where the courts have failed to protect the rights of the people 
I think the Congress of the United States ought to step in and do 
what the courts have failed todo. The courts failed to protect 
the rights of the people in the order appointing a receiver for the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, and we stepped in and tried to do it. 
Let us step in here and try to protect them in this case. I do not 
know whether the court did its duty in the matter or not, but if it 
did this provision will not do = harm. 

I yield back the time to my colleague [Mr. ee 

Mr. McRAE, Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from 
Dilinois bs CooKE}. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. § er, I desire to ask if it is in 
order to offer an amendment to the substitute of the gentleman 
from Arkansas? , 

The SPEAKER. The substitute can be amended, but the vote 
must be taken first on the original bill. 

Mr.McRAE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say that the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Illinois a CooKE] is entirely 
satisfactory to me, and if the House will consent, I am willing 
that it shail become a2 part of the substitute. 

The SPEAKER. It can be — only by the House. 

Mr. McRAE. I say that if the House will consent I am willing 
that it shall be made a part of the substitute. 

Mr. COOK of Illinois. I ask that the amendment be read. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from [linois, which will be pending. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

In section 1 of the substitute, after the words “ shall relinquish in wri Ve 
insert the following: “and convey to the United: States, by a proper d or 
instrument, to be filed with and approved by the Secretary of the Interior 
wake, six months after tho passage of this act, and before this act shall take 

e 

Mr. McRAE. Now, Mr.Speaker,I yield one minute to the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. McEwan]. 

Mr. McEWAN. Mr. Speaker, the amendment that I wish to 
offer is for the purpose—— 

The SPEAKER. Is it an amendment to the original bill? 

Mr. McEWAN. It is an amendment striking ont from the bill 
all that relates to releasing this proposed purchaser from debts 
and claims. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say that amendments 
would not be in order under the rule until the pending amend- 
ments are disposed of. 

Mr.McEWAN. Mr. Speaker, I have watched the matter closely, 


ta amendment to that particular 
0 e 

The SPEAKER. There can be only one amendment pending 
ata : 


Mr. McEWAN. All the others have been acc 


Mr. McEWAN. I ask that my amendment be 
pending. 
The SPEAKER. That can not be done, except by unanimous 


consent. 

Mr. McCEWAN. Then I ask unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from New Jersey asks unani- 
mous consent that his amendment be considered as pending, 
be taken up in its regular order. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. McEWAN,. Mr. Speaker, the from Arkansag 
has kindly yielded me one minute, and I use it merely to say that 
if the payment of wages for labor be now protected by the courts 
and given a lien superior to this then it is not 
poet sts tarde canine 

pose a grea’ w 
_ courts in oa trio Hs include 

not protected w, then 
the ann bag age 
operate to relieve purchasers from 
So, either way, this clause of the bill 
I mean the words beginning m line 29 and 


But no’ in this act shall make such and their 
such ere eee liable for any ae 


tio 
Soakciet oa a expressly 


s 


ae 


i 


be voted on is that of the from Iowa [Mr. Lacry}. 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 
one + new section the 
any State, or where such line is now within a which may 
hereafter © a State, such State, or such Territory when it shall become 
a State, shall be empowered to require such corporation to become- 
rated within such State or Statesas may be provided by the laws 


Mr. POWERS. There is no objection to that amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment (offered by Mr. Moopy) was read, as fok 


striking out fren te eee! ee 
stock of Chocwrpeee _ 
of the 


. 


treasury therefor the 
rove its iss sr ocrtity thatit te a gcrotary oft to the provisi 
Phie act, The total stock issued under the provisions of this ect shall’ n 
exceed $100,000,000."" 
The amendment was agreed to. 
“an next amendment (offered by Mr. MrrcoHEL) was read, ag 
WS: 


© out after the word “ ” os 
sso hy thls content of png aad eel ale and Taser 
“ Legally chargeable against old corporation. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. POWERS. I now call for the previous question. 

Mr. ae I have an amendment ; 

Mr. POWERS. I believe the gentleman Kansas {Mr, 
BropeErick] desires to offer an . 


Mr. TERRY. I have an amendment % \ 
The SPEAKER. Is it an amendment to the substitute or to the 


bill? : 
Mr, TERRY, It is an amendment to the original bill, which I 
understand we have a right to perfect before the vote is taken on 


othe SPEARER Certainly. The Clerk will report the amends 
e ; 
ment of the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. Terry]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend by adding athe tee re a al ean: cat aiee 
to which said Atlantic Pacific Railroad on wanton Sat ita 
srive ths Usioa Stat any Hight Ge pay toy sug a nyt have 
ere Seeraa Atlantic and Eiiteeas 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Shere is sees cent of the 
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. AN]—which the Clerks 
will read, This amendment is pending by of the House. 




























































Mr. POWERS. That amendment is entirely acceptable. 





aown toand went ne vet es . The SPARE. The gusto now is on the amendment pro- 
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eee object amendmen been TheSPEAKER. "The adien oonth bstitute ded 
from New York {Mr. = ]. I hope, therefore, that this eet wean Mor tho cebetiintn, and hope it 
nea erie I Ghnapns wlth the from Vermont |. Mr. MCRAE. On the adoption of the substitute, Mr. Speaker, 
[Mr. Powers]. Theintentofmy has not been accom- | | demand the yeas and nays. 
of that amendment is to remit this whole | The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 71, nays 163, not 


Sl eee) me 
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that whole matter to be decided by the courts in accordance with | {PPot ., , —- Gooke. I. i, — 
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So the substitute was rejected. 
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Mr, LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I desire to vote. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Payne). Was the gentle- 
man in the Hall of the House, and did he fail to hear his name? 
Mr. LIVINGSTON. I did not hear my name called. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Was the gentleman in the Hall 
of the House at the time his name should have been called? 
Mr. LIYINGSTON. I do not know whether I was or not. I 
came out of the barber shop while the roll was being called. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under the gentleman’s state- 
ment the Chgir can not entertain the request. 
The Clerk announced the following pairs: 
For this day: 
Mr. GROSVENOR with Mr. SULZER. 
Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. McMILLIN. , 
Mr. LOUDENSLAGER with Mr. LIVINGSTON. 
Mr. LEISENRING with Mr. LESTER. 
Mr. PARKER with Mr. KENDA‘... 
Mr. Pirney with Mr. KLEBERG. 
Mr. SCRANTON with Mr. CROWLEY. 
. ANDREWS with Mr. ELLErtT. 
. McCauu of Tennessee with Mr. Dz ARMonp. 
. Roprnson of Pennsylvania with Mr. CaTcHINGS. 
. HARMER with Mr. JONEs. 
Until further notice: 
Mr. Eppy with Mr. Miner of New York. 
. HypE with Mr, HENDRICK, 
. HuLine with Mr. CowEn. 
. Crump with Mr. Sora. 
. Hii. with Mr. STALLINGS, 
. Lewis with Mr. Ropertson of Louisiana. 
. REYBURN with Mr. WHEELER. 
. Suir of Michigan with Mr. TUCKER. 
The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
The SPEAKER protempore. The question is on the engross- 
ment and third reading: of the bill. 
Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I offer the following 
amendment to the first section of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Illinois 
offers an amendment, which the Clerk will report. 
Mr. POWERS. I believe the previous ——_ has been ordered. 
Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I did not understand that the previous 
question had been ordered. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is informed that the | 


previous question has not been ordered. 

Mr. POWERS. I moved it, and I supposed it was ordered by 
the House. No objection was made. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks the amend- 
ment is in order. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After section 1 insert: 

“Provided o_~ That as a condition precedent to reorganization the pur- 
chasers of the railroad pro rty and their associates shall relinquish in 
writing and convey to the Uni States (by a proper deed or instrument to 
be filed with and sageoren by the Secretary of the Interior within six months 
after the pa of this act and before the act shall take effect) all claim, 
right, title, and interest to all lands granted to the Atlantic and Pacific Rail- 
road Company embraced withir both the ted and indemnity limits 
which were adjacent to and coterminous with the uncompleted portions of 
the road on the 6th day of July, 1886." 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, in support of the amend- 
ment, I would say that I understand there are millions of acres of 
unearned land grants involved here; that the original company 
has neglected to complete the road in accordance with its original 
charter; that it has not earned the land grants, and that there is 
litigation pending concerning it. Yet the purchasers are here 
asking us practically to give a new charter, to give them a stand- 
ing whereby they may claim this unearned land to the extent of mil- 
lions of acres. It seems to me only a wise and proper precaution 
to require them to relinquish that land grant upon those portions 
of the road which have been practically abandoned by the oid cor- 
poration, and that the purchasers under the foreclosure should 
not and could not acquire any equitable right to such unearned 
grants. They at least ought to drop that much. oe 

Mr. POWERS. Mr.8 er——— 

Mr. LACEY. I should like to ask the gentleman a question. 

The SPEAKER pro — The gentleman from Vermont 
[Mr. ae Teco; , 

Mr. POWERS. I yield to the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. LACEY. I should like to ask the gentleman from Illinois 
why the act of Congress declaring a forfeiture of all unearned 
land grants coterminous with uncompleted portions of the rail- 
read, which act is already a law—why that does not dispose of 
this whole question? 

Mr. COCKE of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, the act in question is an 
act which we shall simply be following and carrying into effect 
by the adoption of this amendment. Our action in adopting this 
amendment will be in entire consonance with the provision of law 
now in force, to which the gentleman has referred. There is 
every reason, in other words, to make our legislation in such a 


case as this entirely consistent with the existing law, which would 
forfeit these land ae because the company has not earned 
them and has aban oned those porthesi of tee tel. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. ee, the Government of the United 
ern hg — a aie he a forfeiture of these 
very lands. © sui now . it argued in the 
Supreme Court of the United States today. toll it seems to me 
we should not undertake to blackmail this company as the con- 
dition sg which they shall have the right to organize into a 
co ration. 

e SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Illinois . COOKE}. 

The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr, 
CooKkE of Illinois) there were—ayes 78, noes 43. 

a _— I demand the previous question on the passage 
of the bill. : 
The _— question was ordered. 
The bill as amended was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. POWERS, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Piatt, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment bills 
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A bill i Ohts) Mneeming Bia gusten 0 Cutty A: Sees to the 
sum of 

sr it (8 90) ara granting increase of pension to Franklin ©. 
__ (S. 2702) granting an increase of pension to Samuel A, 











































A bill (8. — eS A S, Cook, of St. 
Paul, Nebr., inv: daughter of John Y. Cook, deceased, late of 
Company D. ee Regiment Kansas Volunteer Infantry—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
A bill (S. 3152) granting an increase of pension to Ransom 8. 






Sm Aneel, late private of Company G, First Regiment Wiscon.in 
A wail (S. 1976) granting a pension to Catherine E. O’Brien; valry—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
A bill (S. 1881) granting a ion to Lydia ; (S. 3198) granting an increase of pension to Edward 
A bill (8. 2916) eadinn 00 of pension to Sprague; Stanle —to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
+ (S. 8094) granting an increase of pension to W. ill (S. $3199) granting an increase of pension to Jackson Os- 


ace de the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 3210) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 3381) granting pension to Lena D. Smith—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, 


SECOND-CLASS MAIL MATTER, 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, in accordance with the instructions 
of the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, I now move 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the laws relat- 
i to second-class mail matter. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from California 
moves that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole, 
and pending that, the gentleman from New York moves that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced 
that the noes seemed to have it. 


Palm 
Atl (S. 877) granting an increase of pension to Oliver P. 


Silve 
Ai = — oe = increase of pension to Ransom 8. 
s te private of Company G, First Regiment Wisconsin 


Resol be directed to 
contain. n compliance wi With its request, the bill (H. R. 8771) for the relief of 


The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the 
amendment of the House of Representatives 

of the Senate numbered 2 to the bill (H. ee ae 

tain acts of the legislative assembly of the T of New 
Mexico authorizing the issue of certain bonds of said Territory, 
and recedes from its amendment numbered 8 disagreed to by the 


House. 
The m also announced that the Senate had passed without | Mr. QUIGG. Division, Mr. Speaker. 
onendauah the following resolution: re The House divided; and there were—ayes 85, noes 62. 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, at this early hour of the day I shall 
have to ask the House to give me the yeas and nays. 
a yeas and nays were ordered. 
Stee anlar taken; and there were—yeas 103, nays 133, not 
ale 19; as follows: 


Resolved by the House of teconcurring), That when 
the two Hi i ene verteeday the ia 22d 0 of December, they stand 
adjo we Teall 5 odsck aunllon ee Tuesday, January 5, 1897. 


A further Som Bis Benet, ie . PLATT, one of its 
clerks, announced United States pad 





























































returned to the Senate, with be his objections, the bill (S. 894) YEAS—108. 
ing a ae to Nance , the had custiaine ta to | Abbott, Cook, Wis. Hurley, Owens, 
reconsider said il anal he oF ome resolved that the bill , two-thirds | Aldrich, T. H. Seen Te —— Poole, 
of the Senate thereto, and had directed that the said pill | 4's". 0‘ Corliss. , ~ ee a 
be transmitted with message of the President to ee House of | Arnold, Pa. Crowther, joy, — Royse, 
Representatives for its action. ts a. R.L — Knox, a a te 
N. H. : . § : 4 , 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. Baker, N = = tide” Shannon, 
Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, Barney, Paris, Lon; Stephenson, 
that they had examined and found trul enrolled bills of the fol- | Barrett, poe — mer, eee ea 
ps titles; when the Speaker signed Bartlett, Gi Marsh Strait, 
(S. 8245) granting a pension to Elvira | Bashelder; an partiett,H.¥. Gillet, N.Y. McClellan, Sulloway, 
4 bill (8S. 724) granting an increase of pension to Helos M. Bell, Ce 10. Somme: McEwan, Tracey 
Mallery. Benne Hager, cLaurin, reioar, 
SEN. BILLS REFERRED. ae . Miller, W. e 
der clause 2 of R aca’. oll Bise Barer Miner Win ve voor 
Under clause 2 ule the fi pate ee wees ™ ao 
taken from the Speaker's table and referred as Burrell’ eewaie, aa. Wim Maho 
A bill ae 896) granting a pension to Heiiry Fas~te the | Burton, Mo. Bower warp y, wood, 
Co ittee on Pensions. Calder op oonan, oodman, 
A bil 8. $17) granting an increase of pension to Oliver P. sil- | Ghickerins, fone Our? eae 
vey— AL ren on Tnvalid sateun: 
A I eae oe granting an increase of to Franklin ©. 
ittee on Invalid Acheso E in, Snov 
erent 1690) granting a pension to to Richard Brookins—to the Adams, Fletcher, MeCall Mass. Southard, 
Commits on ho | Aten ae 
A bill (8. 18 1881) a to Li —to the | Aver; aie, SS 
) "eranting + penston ydia Chapman. Baier Grout MeDearsmsa, Serey. 
yh a. 1076) oo sounalens to Catherine E, O’Brien—to | Beer: einen. Nebr. McRae, —_ Steele’ 
Pensions. Bell, Tex. Hall, Meyer, Stokes, 
A bill (8. ao eee of pension to Mrs. Laura A. | Bishop, Harrison, Miles, Stone, 0. W. 
Nelson—to Invalid Pensions. Bowers, a Miller, Kans. y no | “a ‘ 
A bill ye eet. aie an increase of pension to Alvah A. | Broderick. ene a a ee. 
—_- the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Brumm, iiemry, _ loony. Strowd N.O 
Bu Hepburn, Neill, — 
aesmerenis Smetana tents | reo frees, 
Ow ‘ Tate, 
oe ball (8: 2481) granting an increase of pension to Charles Ed- | Clary uling, Srerahvest, tee, 
~~ - Clark, Mo. punter, ae Payne, Tayler,” 
bill (S. 2605) granting an increase of on to James M. | Qcodding. eT tick. Penn ree 
ae the Poa on Invalid - Cooper, Fla, Kerr, 2 Perkins, - Trecewell, 
bill 2702 granting increase pensi Sam Cooper, Tex. ‘ ; Inde 
Smith—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. weer 8 — Kirkpatrick, Pitney, Walker, Masa 
A bill (S. ay iS) “granting an increase of pension to Mary | Gulberson, pa —, Willame 
Committee un Invalid ' Daizell, Latimer, paney.. y itis, ons 
Banting an increase to William H. Daniels, yton, chardason, Uuson, iO 
H. Weidh , of McPherson, Kans.-t0 the Committee on Invalid | Be's2% Armond, Livingston, Htusell,onn, Woomer, 
* ud, yers, right. 
en bill (S. 8094) granting an increase to George W. | Dngey Meddor, Shuturd, 
‘Palmer—to the jinn on Invalid eke” ; . vs sonatas, 
= Ellis, Mahon, Smith, EL 
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Aldrich, W.F. 

Aldrich, TL 

Andrews, 

Apsley. 

Atwood, 

Baker, Kans. 
ch, 


rry, 

oan N.Y. 

joatner, a 
Boutelle, McCall, Tenn. 
Brewster, McCleary, Minn. 
Srown, McMillin. 
Bull, i 
Cannon, 
Clark, Iowa 

Clarke, Ala. Heiner, Pa. 
Cobb, Hemenway, 
Cockrell, Hendrick, 
Coffin, Hicks, 
Cowen, Hill, 
Crowley, Hitt, 
Crump, Howe, 
Curtis, Iowa, Huff, 
Curtis, Kans. Haulick, 
Qurtis, N.Y. Hull, 
Danford, Hyde, 

De Witt, Jones, 
Dinsmore, Kem, Ray, 
Dolliver, Kendall, Reyburn, 


The following additional pair was announced: 

Mr. WELLINGTON with Mr. FrrzGERA.p, for this day. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House determines not to 
adjourn. The question now recurs on the motion of thé gentle- 
man from California that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
considering the bill mentioned. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. QUIGG. Division, Mr. Speaker. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 91, noes 49. 

Mr. QUIGG. lask for the yeas and nays, Mr. Speaker. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 142, nays 84, not 
voting 129; as follows: 


Van Horn. 
Wadsworth, 
Walker, Va. 
Wanger, 
Warner, 
Watson, Ind. 
Watson, Ohio 
Wellington, 
Wheeler, 


Wilber, 
Wilson, N. Y. 


Acheson, 
Adams, 
Aldrich, T. HL 
Aldrich, W. F. 
Aldrich, IL 


Black, Ga. 
lue, 
Bowers, 
Bromwell, 
Brosius, 
Bull, 
Burton, Ohio 
a 
Nardy 
Clark, Mo. 
Cockrell, 
Dodane. 
Connolly 
Cooper, Tex. 
Cooper, Wis. 
Cox, 
Culberson, 
Curtis, lowa 
Curtis, Kans. 
Daizell, 
Daniels, 
De Armond, 
ey 
ingley, 
Soakery, 
Dolliver, 


Abbott, 
Aitken, 


— Ga. 
ruett, N. ¥. 
lknap, 
, Calo. 
nett, 
r ' 
Secale, 
Brumm, 


Buck, 


YEAS—142. 


Draper, Linney, 
Ellis, Linton, 
Erdman, Little, 
Evans, Loud, 
Fletcher, 

Gardner, 

Gillett, Maas. 

Goodwyn, 

Graff, 

Grow, 

Hager, 

Hainer, Nebr. 

Hall, 

Halterman, 

ent 

Harrison, 

Hart 

Hatch, 

Henderson, 

Henry, Ind. 

Hepburn, 

Hermann, 

Hilborn, 

Hubbard, 

Huling, 

Hunter, 

Johnson, Ind. 

Johnson, N. Dak. 
Kiefer, 

Kirkpatrick, 

Kyle, 

Lacey, 

Latimer, 

Lavson, 

Layton, 

Lefever, 


Burrell, 
Chickering, 
Crowther, 
Cura mings, 
Dinsmore, 
Dovener, 
Fairchild, 
is, 


Foote, 
cRae, 


Gibson 

Gillet, N. ¥. sarees 
Miller, W, Va. 
Minor, Wis. 
Mitchell, 


ner: 
M y; 
Ode 
Poole, 
uigg, 


Hurley, y; m 
Sauerhering, 


Jenkins, 


Richardson, 
Rinaker, 
Royse, 
Russell, Conn, 
Sayers, 
Shafroth, 
Simpkins, 
Snover, 
Southard, 
Spalding, 
Epencer, 
perry, 
Stahle, 
Steele, 
Stokes, 
Stone, C. W, 
Stone, W. A. 
Strode, Nebr. 
Strong, 
Taft, 
Talbert, 
Tawney, 
Tayler, 
Tracewell, 
Tracey, 


Updegrat, 


ashington, 


Wilson, Idaho 
Wilson, Ohio 
Woodard, 
Wright. 


Sherman, 
Shuford, 
pee 
Stephepgson, 
Stewart, N. J. 
Stewart, Wis: 
Strait, 
Strowd, N. G. 
Sulloway, 
Sulzer, 

Tate, 

Terry, 
‘Thomas, 
Towne, 
Treloar, 

Van Horn, 
White, 
Wilson, 8. O. 
Wood 


Woodman, 
Woomer. 


So the motion was agreed to. 
ae additional pairs were announced for the rest of 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. Yoakum, 

Mr. Grosvenor with Mr. Jonzs. 

Mr. Cor.iss with Mr. Cowzn. 

Mr. SouTHWICK with Mr. Money. 

The SPEAKER. — Upon this japegoeimt ag omnes 142 and the 
nays are 84. The House decides to resolve into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union for the consideration of 
House bill No. 4566, and the from New York [Mr. 
Payne] will please take the chair. 


SECOND-CLASS MAIL SERVICE, 


The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union for the consideration of House bill No, 
The bill HR ott) to eenenll dakeetalibebetibethoatinateaale 
e - Ih. 
class sal baci was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That mafable matter of the second class 
intervals and as as four a % —y condi- 
tions named in sections 8 and 4 of nothing 
contained shall be so construed as to ar rate 
tions ee to 

books, or ts they 

whether they be bound or un 
ion or erence Soamael they purport to be 
or of regular ne 

5 ee 


it 
ef 







































I think he erred, because in the advertisements of these so-called 
serials thro + the land even to-day they are not referred to 
as serial pu , but in their proper sphere, as books, and 


Weall admit that this country is to-day in an unfortunate condi 
tion financially. While perhaps we may not all — as to the 
remedy for thecure of the existing evil, we doall admit that from a 
finan: standpoint this country is in an unfortunate position, 
Now, this bill presents to this body the opportunity to saheve the 

from a deficiency of $10,000,000 already existing in the 


Sxc. 6. of Cope oe pogeed to second-class mail matter 
anproved Ju, act Ro caaas wand bx te tooee toeen andiatine July 3, 
1896. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from California is recog- 


Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, I should like to hear the report 
Or he CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from California is entitled 





to the floor. service of the Post-Office ent, and to give toitin addition a 
a QUIGG. Is not this committee entitled to have the report revenue of $10,000,000 more. At the lowest calculation there is in- 
. Not unless some gent! iis Ans tee, 06 volved in this bill a saving to the Government of $20,000,000 per 


ee i for det : The gentleman from California (Mr. annum, and if we may take the figures of Postmaster-General 


Loup] is recognized. eee to be o' good paces man, and who 
was at t time in a ition to know whereof he spoke—if we 
Mr. LOUD. Mr. ens se a tama age may take his cainents ents in 1892, we must come to the con- 
which has = h a ‘Senad udliveteed oon clusion that this iniquity—I will term it iniquity—costs our people 
pee that ae Ste @lecuasion ean more than $40,000,000 annually. That is not much money, gen- 
of this .body, ‘oe = een felt caret tlemen, I am willing to admit, to us who deal with hundreds of 
least with ae = ogee — ae bef! if millions as some = deal with dollars. 
Measure af eae should ha Mr. BING ; ill the gentleman state on what page of the 
the House ~ died oth : aestione a cineehheh aioe Postmaster-General’s report I can find the statement to which he 
open todo so pre " by any mem has just referred? 


Mr. LOUD. The gentleman will find it on page 11 of our report. 


without assuming special credit to myself—be- | aw. have copied a portion of the report of Postmaster-General 


Mr. 
cause this bill does not originate with me alone—I have no hesita- snesnaher % y aun 
tion in sa that this is, without exception, the most important Ww at, tm which he says: ; oe 
measure has been brought before this body and the most It is stated wat o.single publisher in Maine sent through the mail in ona 
ned 1,600 tons of books. A number of publishers at c« rtain seasons of 
important without doubt that will be presented before it shall | the year issue a new book every week, and some of them mail 2 tons a day, 
ourn. There are probably 50,000 tons of so-called serials passing through the post« 
Mr. QUIGG. Allow me to ask the jeman whether, in view | “ces every year at a penny a pound. 
of the importance of this bill, he will not consent at this| Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman refers me to page 11 of his 
tins ta have omearter the committee read for the information 


of members. . LOUD. Now, if the gentleman will allow me—— 






































% . Chairman, with courtesy Mr. BINGHAM. I merely wanted to be correct in my under- 
ae ie New Yor I mate — to con- | Standing of the gentleman’s statement. As [ read the statement 
fine himself to his seat Ishall have at least started | on the middle of the page referred to, it is that ‘‘ there are proba- 
in the few remarks that I propose to submit. The gentleman will bly 50,000 tons of so-called serials passing through the post-offices 
evi have abundant before this comes to a vote | ©very year at a penny a pound, causing a millions dollars per 
to have which I commend to very careful consid- year ”—$1,000,000, the gentleman will observe—‘‘to be added to 
eration—read in his own time, if he so . Satisfied in the | the deficit.” 

of our cause, we would be content to rest the case u Mr. LOUD. Those figures—$1,000,000—as the gentleman can 
the calm of any and all who will it their thought- easily ascertain, are either an error of the Postmaster-General or 
ful Meanwhile, I hope I may be permitted, even | = error, because 50,000 tons of matter means 100,- 
by the gentleman from New York, to pursue in my remarks the 000, pounds, which would cost us for transportation alone 
course that I have laid out for myself, and I shall cheerfully $8,000,000, for which we receive in return but $1,000,000, and to 
accord to him the same courtesy. that you must add handling, which is at least $4,000,000 more. 
Mr. Chairman, many gentlemen here may assume, perhaps, that Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman called my attention to a cers 
I have the of this measure, but this measure | tain of his report. I have read the statement on that page, 
received commen of the Post-Office t ten years and have asked him to inform me whether the sum stated as the 
ago. Theofficers of that Rocetusnttetnieteie nts to carefully estimated deficit was meant to be $1,000,000 or $10,000,000. The 
investigate the of our postal system saw the gross abuses gentleman tells me now that the statement as printed is an error, 
that had grown out of the laws of 1879 and 1885 and ted the | and that it means $10,000,000. I merely desired to be informed 
question to in 1887, and each year since that'time they whether I was correct in reading the gentleman's own record. 
have begged — pleaded with in no uncertain tones to Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, as I have stated, this bill will be 
ive the administration of the ce Department some relief. ae upon sentimental and educational grounds. Before the 
Phe abuse has so wn in of late years that even the debate on this question closes we shall hear of the great advan- 
President of the United States es his last called attention | tages derived from the transportation through the mails of these 
to the us which and car- | Serial novels and sample copies. Now, I should like to put a ques- 


: 
ef 


tion to this House—whether, admitting every statement that can 
be made in favor of the present system, this House would be will- 
ing to-day to vote for the next ten years a sum of money equaling 
$240,000,000 for educational purposes, and those educational pur- 
poses not within the control of Congress or anybodyelse. Thatis 
what you have done by your law in the last ten years. I say that 
the present system within the last ten years has cost this country 
$240,000,000, which has come by taxation from the sweat of the 


riage of second-class mail matter. I hope 
me while I read a few words from 


guage: 


So disheartening is responsible head Departme faces of the people of our whole land, and which has gone to sup- 
thin waste of its earning, ite resulting impairment of the aane to a port a few pubtlshers of books and newspapers, or so-called news- 
service, fruits good et emery of Ts. 
eet anes Cane eneeees enact — dite Pir. FOOTE. Will the gentleman give us the figures? 
ook Soeaaaeae ; which this road She moras Mr. LOUD. I will insert the figuresinmy remarks as they will 
i on . \ gures y remarks ; ey W 

has been effected, Seentiede trons benefit of second-class rates the | appear in the Recorp; I dislike to take up time now in reading 
within the of Fatlir loose phraseology. Soaked m, ing in 1887, when the second-class matter trans- 
Jom thao who profi a th public expense by existing practices the neces- | Mitted through the mails was 126,000,000 pounds a-year, the 
St eae the courts or otherwise the restoration of their | amount has grown until in 1896 it is 296,000,009 pounds. Even 


during the depression of 1893-94—the most serious period this 






Mr. Chairman, I am satisfied that if the present Postmaster- | country has gone through for many years—second-class matter 
General had another to serve he would carry into execution | increased at the rate of 15 per cent a year, while first-class matter 
the set forth in this part of his annual report. For my | increased at the rate of 2} per cent a year. Postmasters-General 
part I do not believe that it was ever intended by Congress for years have been prophesying that within a year, or two vears 
eee naka nr nee ne senlla es potas eaten, 6 rivi- | at the furthest, there would be no deficiency in the Post-Office 
ey in the newspapers of country, con- ent. Permit me to say, with due respect to them, that 
fined to to 1879, when Sag 9 yt abaeay my they have been .chasing a phantom. Let us see what the esti- 
at that time, ns, it was that a book issued in | mated deficiencies have been and what the actual deficiencies are. 
serial numbers was entitled to be carried at second-class rates| In 1891 the estimated deficiency,in round numbers, was $5,500.- 
under the rather loose phraseology of the law. With allduerespect | 000; the actual deficiency was $6,200,000. In 182 the estimated 


: 
| 
i 
| 
i 


deficiency was $3,978,000, and the actual deficiency was $5,553,793, 
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In 1898 there was an estimated deficiency of $1,500,000 and an 
actual deficiency of $5,177,000; and without going through with 


the table, which I will publish in full, I want to say, what the 


present Postmaster-General will sustain me in saying, that so long 
as our law remains as it is the receipts of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment never, by any possibility, can equal the expenditures. 

For the convenience of members who wish to exainine this mat- 
ter in detail, I append at this point three tables, showing the 
weights and receipts from the several classes of mail matter, the 
estimated and actual deficiencies in the service, and- the weight 
and amount of deficiency in transporting second-class matter. 

The tables are as follows: 


Weights and receipts of several classes of matter during 1896. 


| Weight. | Revenue. 


First class 
EEE GRDOD .. i.sncnitinnns nas pdbereccendeadiuneinneediodar a 
Third class 

Fourth class....... 


sian akg lplntanin andiedns te cape kswaeidieesiiietan ea 
Government, free 


94, 480, 189 


Actu 
deficiency» 


TEL, cdnbnet nadind tnwiungn ésntapannnneinmnmnideaian 

DED icpcntia & niunhnewiinn pevanbaaihiieducs doamaeiasdutaanl 

TEE nctd ddictacnpetes bceskaebapiadeadgeapahitidnd 

REED éhvvudicceduubahup wang tinnoestniiinl $ 

DED ineisgaccunvrdbduowsuegmdaniie ae is oni 

% To these deficiencies must be added the amounts earned by the 
roads, which average about $1,700,000 a year. 

Deficiencies in transportation of second-class matter. 


Amount i 
transported. 


Year. 


| Costof handling, at8cts.| $167,811, 224 
Reveipts for handling, 
at 1 cent per pound... 20, 976, 403 


Deficiency 


To this should be added county free matter, which has ave 50,000,000 

ounds a year; also the cost of handling, which will amount to at least 
¥75,000,000, making a total deficiency on transmission and handling second- 
000,000. Adding 500,000,000 pounds of county free matter, at 
4 cents a ound, $20,000,000 (a low estimate), and you have a grand total of 
$242,000,000. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, this bill proposes two reforms in the serv- 
ice of the Post-Office Department. Whiie the bill covers four 
pages, there are but two propositions advanced in it that are of 
any vital concern to this House. This bill denies the right of 
admission to the mails, at second-class rates, of serial novels. 
That is to say, they are denied admission to the mails at the rate 
of 1 cent a - . It costs the Government to transport and 
handle this class of mail matter at least 12 cents a pound. 

A MemsBer. At what rate would they go? 

Mr. LOUD. They would go at the rate of any other book, I 
will say in answer to the gentleman; that is to say, the same rate 
that would be charged on any other book or publication of like 
character—8 cents a pound. 

But some gentlemen say that this is a bill, as it now stands, in 
the interest of the express oS and that we are driving 
this matter out of the hands of the Government to be carried by 
the express companies. I do not care. I do not care who does 
the business. If we can not do itsuccessfully then it is our ome 
T believe, to get out of it, and if anybody else can carry it profit- 
ably at less than 8 cents a pound I am perfectly willing that they 
shall have the entire business. ” 

But, Mr. Chairman, what is making this condition more serious 
to the House is the fact that the Government of the United States 
is now getting all the long-haul matter, and the express companies, 
which some of our friends seem so much to fear, are getting the 
advantage of all the concentrations of weight and short-haul 
matter, Within aradius of 500 miles the express companies to-da 
are carrying the matter for a fraction under a cent a poun 
Beyond the radius of 500 miles of course they dump it all on the 
United States Government for transportation. 

T remember a little scene in the city of Chicago, threetwo. or 

years ago, when there was a train load of second-class mail matter 
be aineod to Boston. The express companies there, alive to 
business, wanted to get the transportation of the matter to its 
destination, and made a bid for that purpose. But the — de- 
siring tu send it said: “‘Why, we can do much better than that 


class matter of 


for 1 cent a pound. Why should we 
ress companies asked . Hesing 
teal, the question, ‘‘Can you afford 
cent a pound? We can not.” 
the North Pole, if there was a 
of the Government, at that price.” And, as a 
Chairman, he would have been req to it 
Alaska, at the rate of 1 cent a pound, if there has 
although it would cost the Government $185 a 
service. 
Mr. STEELE. A hundred and eighty-five dollars a pound! 
Mr.LOUD. Yes,sir. Wehelacuisastter the 
there, which cost the Governmen $95 a pound; but contractor 
could not afford to perform the service at that rate, and thecon- 
tract was finally canceled and a new contract entered into at some- 
thing like double, or more than double, the former rate. 
Soe ere the bill denies to the 
coun e sam pigs which 
ajar Now, oe o -. serious objection that we are 
ee ee me See are 
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Congress ves are sometimes controlled, and that some 
say than thee qrest posse of tee aemauig Raneaaanoel 
8a. e country have 
from the first letter to the last. 
I remember meeting with the press association in New York a 
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e sam e was 
to thi: aud themiivath that the Government suffer- 


y, stated that they were willing 
privilege that they now 
after be prevented to the 
do not know who compose the American 
Association. Let me say that 
is a list of them, and that it 
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List of members. 
W. F. Baum, Chi Stockman; Harry L.. Baynes, American Swineherd; 
James Baynes, American Swineherd; J. P. Blake, Coleman's Rural World; 


George B. Bri American Agriculturist; L. C. Brown, Prairie Farmer; 
a. os Bushnell, Dakota Farmer; T. Butterworth, Western Agriculturist 
~ Live Stock Journal; E. W. Chandler, Farmers’ Review; H. H. Chandler, 
) Review; P. V. Collins, Northwestern Agriculturist; J. B. Conner, 
Indiana Farmer; A. S. Core, Farmers’ Call; E. E. Critchfield, Agricultural 
averting; H. P. De Clerque, German-American Farmer; John J. Dillon, 
New Yorker; J. L. Draper, Wool, Markets, and Sheep; E. P. Harris, 
Fruit; H. A. Heath, Kansas Farmer; H. E. Heath, Nebraska Farmer; ©. M. 
Rural Californian; F. P. Holland, Texas Farm and Ranch: A. D. 

rman, Farm News; ©. H. Howard, Farm, Field, and Fireside; Charles 

V. Jenkins, Farm Journal; L. B. Kuhn, Western Plowman; M. J. Lawrence, 
Ohio Farmer; M. J. Lawrence, Michigan Farmer; H. F. McIntosh, Cultivator; 
N. W. N Farmers’ Home Journal; T. E. Orr, National Stockman and 
quae r Purvis, Illinois Farm and Fireside: N. A. 8. Ross, Practical 
; Andrew Simonson, Wisconsin Agriculturist; J. M. Stahl, Farmers’ 

Call; W. H. Sutherlin. Rocky Mountain Husbandman; J. P. Wailace, Wal- 
lace’s Farmer; J. Q. Williams, Farmers’ Voice; J.W. Wilson, Western Rural. 

Associate members. 
m, advertisin: mt; ©. N. Page, Iowa Seed Company: A. 

Thooee bent & Thomas; FB White, Frank B. White Seneas . re & 

I refer to this, Mr. Chairman, to ease the minds of some of my 
friends as to how the press of this country stand toward this meas- 
ure. I know it will relieve the minds of some of us. The only 
class of papers that oppose this bill are those which, if I may be per- 
mitted to use the word, are criminally pepticipants of this bounty, 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. LOUD. Certainly, for a question. 

Mr. COX, I want to ioe how it happened that the copies of 
the bill and report were alone in your hands, when we could not 
get hold of them at all? 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, well, Mr. Chairman, I will state that this bill 
has been reprinted twice or three times. The committee, under 
the rule of the House, had the right to print for its own usea 
number of copies of this bill and report, which we have harbored 
until the present time. That is all. 

Mr. COX. I understand thatthe gentleman has harbored them 
until the discussion came up on his bill. I do not like that kind 
of harboring. 

Mr. LOUD. ‘Well, Mr. Chairman, I have harbored this for a 
day to come, and the day has come, and the bills are at the dis- 
posal of the members of the House. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. AsI understand it, these are the commit- 
tee’s bills and the committee's copies of the report, and you extend 
the courtesy to the House of distributing them. 

Mr. LOUD. Thatisall. There have been over 15,000 of these 
printed = the présent time. 

Mr. CO Who had them? 

Mr. LOUD. There has been a great demand for them. There 
have been three reprints. 

Mr. COX. I am very much inclined to favor your bill, but I 
should like to know where the harboring came in. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, probably a strenuous fight will be 
made on this floor to amend this bill in relation to sample copies, 
because that is the only method by which the illegitimate jour- 
nals—and I term them so—can gain admission to the mails at 
second-class rates. I regard the sample-copy provision of this bill 
as of greater moment than the provision relating to the serial novel, 
because you can not anticipate the magnitude of the growth of 
this sample-copy abuse. Do you know how it is done? Let me 
read to you something, just to give you an insight into this abuse. 
IT hold in my hand a 7 assumed to have the largest circulation 
of any journal in the United States, and yet I will venture to say 
that are not ten men in this House who ever heard of it. 
refer to a paper called Comfort, which has a guaranteed circu- 
lation of in How does it gain its circulation? Ihave 
in my hand a letter from an advertising agent at South Bend, Ind., 
in which he says: 


Hon. Everensz F. Loup, 
of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir: Appreciati our valuable efforts in bringing to time the 
fraudulent papers and pe cals, I take pleasure in mailing to you, under 
separate cover, four copies of that king of frauds, Comfort, published at 


These four’ 
‘our copies were all received in this morning's mail,and all to the 
same address. 


Mr. OWENS. Cold comfort! 

Mr. LOUD. Now, this is not the only one. There are thou- 
sands of them in the country that are published solely for adver- 
tising purposes. You will find in going through them many 
advertisements which read like this, ‘‘ Send a postage stamp and 
you will learn something to your advantage,” or something of that 
character. If yousend a postage stamp, what do youlearn? You 
get a copy of this paper, you have become a subscriber until the 
resurrection morn, and that is the way they get their lists of sub- 
scribers. 

Here is another sample letter that was given to me by a member 


of this House: 
MAJESTIC MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
OFFICE AND Factory, Nos. 2014 To 2020 MORGAN STREET, 


St: Lowis, December 9, 1898 


E. W. CHANDLER, Secretary. DEAR S1R: To give you a little idea of the workings of the Post-Office 


Washington, D. C. 


ent regarding newspaper matter, will s:.y that this concern under- 
todo some edvertising in papers throughout the country nearly three 
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years ago, most cf which was discontinued a 

Sine weds sapien they daly nian ts etn cab tag aal ate 
stop g us cop y pour in upon us 2: rate 

i come the cost of sending them is nominal and 

_ i a ee bel in order that you conan eee 

e lay t ore you may 5 
in placing it batons the proper deg” rtzaané as an eutrege on Post-Office 
Department. 

Respectfully, yours, Mazmnsrio Mra. Co., 
RB. H. STOCKTON, Vice-President. 
Hon. Seru Cons, 


Washington, D. C. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I want toask the gentleman right 
here a question upon that particular point. Isit not true that the 
circulation of a newspaper is the guide by which it charges for 
advertising? 

Mr. LOUD. Why, certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, And by representing the circnla- 
tion in that way, where they send out copies gratuitously, they get 
their price from their advertisers, 

Mr. LOUD. Certainly; the price of advertising is regulated by 
the circulation. 

Mr. WILLIAM A, STONE. And that is called circulation. 

Mr. LOUD. That is called circulation. I do not know any- 
thing about this paper Comfort, but it is a much better pas than 
many of these others. It is first-class of this class of material; 
but I wiii venture to assert that Comfort has not a thousand bona 
fide subscribers in this country who voluntarily order and pay for 
the same, yetit has a circulation, sworn to, of 1,250,000every issue. 

Now, then, this bill does not take away from any newspaper in 
the country any right that it legitimately enjoys to-day, e 
the right of sending out sample copies. ‘If the sample copy 
be confined to its legitimate imtent, I do not think your committes 
would have recommended ees this sam ae abuse; 
‘but let me say that the only means by which this ess of journals 
can exist is poe the sample-copy privilege. 

Mr. HALA y lask my col © a question? 

Mr.LOUD. Let meillustrate. Here is an advertising journal 
seeking admission to the Post-Office Department's second-class 
privileges. Itsnmominal list of subscribers, of patrons, permit me to 
say, is 250—250 copies. It secures certain advertising and then 
circulates through ‘‘ sample copies” as many as a million and a half 
or two willion copies, an unlimited number, if you please, at the 
expense of the United States Government and the people. Now 
I yield to a question of my colleague. 

Mr. HALL. I would like to ask my colleague on the committee 
if he can tell us what that copy of Comfort weighs? 

Mr. LOUD. I have not weighed it. 

Mr. HALL. Have you weighed it, that and some of the other 
periodicals, so as to estimate what it costs the United States Gov- 
ernment to send that matter out? 

Mr. LOUD. It will weigh about 2ounces. I have not figured 
that out. I think the Postmaster-General has figured it out. 

There is another phase of this case, Mr. Chairman—the book 

hase—that I do not care to refer to tomight. I expect as this 

ebate proceeds tu have my amiable friend from New York [Mr, 
QuIGG] present to you, as he did once before in this House, copies 
of Shakespeare oud Dickens as representing this great class of 
serial novels that go through the mail now at pound rates. After 
the gentleman shall have taken that position, I will bring upon 
the floor of this Housesamples of books which I believe represent— 
and I say so honestly—95 per cent of the class of serial novels sent 
through the mail, which yon will find is not quite of the high class 
aad character that the gentleman will present on the other side, 
But I prefer leaving that portion until we shall have progressed 
further with the consideration of this bill; and I will not even 
sent them then unless this question is presented on the other 

How much time have I used, Mr. Chairman? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has used thirty-seven min- 
utes. 

Mr. LOUD. [If any gentleman desires to ask any question, I 
will be pleased to yield to him for that purpose. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I would ask the gentleman having charge of 
the bill a question. The consideration of this legislation at this 
time is somewhat of a surprise to m fand I speak for myself, 
and to a number of gentlemen of the House. The gentleman now 
stands recognized, and under the rules of the House his bill is 
unfinished business, and this legislation, unless it is decided by a 
vote of the House to take up an ————— bill, will stand 
consideration until concl are some gentlemen who 
desire to discuss this bill, I me upon both sides of the p 
sition; and I would therefore s to the gentleman, as 
does not lose his standing, the House adjourn, so that gentle- 
men having data and matter that they desire to read or bring 
tegether can have an ity to do so, unless some other 
gentleman desires to s on oe mtleman’s — — I - 
making suggestion largely interest of gentlemen who 
have pS man they desire to make. The gentleman does not 
lose anything either technically or parliameniarily. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severall Me ne from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 
Mr. PUGH, from the Committee on War Claims: 
bill (H. R. 9593) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain 


issuance of bonds on of the incoming of our Repub- 
ican Admimitration by the passage of this bill. ie boocun 
<a ic heteos tee geeeeen ae 
legislative appropriation bill, which might very well wait 





el: F 


4 
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tie ‘ai con ok ly m go th i pees and Ga quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers, 
ate LOUD. ’ Chekisan tessa ae balance of my time, bill (8. 482) entitled ‘‘An act for the relief of the estate of 


Thomas Sherwin, deceased.” (Report No. 2327.) 

By Mr. MAHON, from the Committee on War Claims: 

A resolution (House Res. No. 442) to refer the joint resoiction 
& Res. 40) authorizing Musadora, Victoria, Ella, and Frank 

asson, of Tennessee, to present their claim, with all the accom- 
panying papers, to the Court of Claims, reported in lieu of House 

oint Resolution No. 40. (Report No. 2328.) 

The bill (H. R. 9503) for the relief of David D. Smith. (Report 
No. 2329.) 

By Mr. WILSON of Ohio, from the Committee on War Claims: 
The bill (H. R. 2049) to reimburse Louis Benecke for arms fur- 
nished the United States. (Report No. 2330.) 

By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 9592) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act granting a pen- 
sion to Jessie McMillan,” received by the President May 27, 1896. 


(Report No. 2333.) 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the follow- 
ing titles were introduced, and severally referred as follows: 

y Mr. WOODMAN: A bill (H. BR. 9639) to preserve and enhance 
the patriotism of the Navy of the United States—to the Committee 
on. Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. ALLEN of Utah: A bill (H. R. 9640) to authorize every 
United States district judge toappoint a stenographic reporter, and 
to fix the duties and compensation of such reporter—to the Com- 
mittee on the ee 

7 Mr. QUIGG: A bill (H. R. 9641) to provide for the removal 
of the Library collections from the Capitol to the new Library 
building, and for their custody and management therein, and for 
other purposes—to the Committee on the Sauer. 

By Mr. SULZER: A bill (H. R. 9642) to restore pensions in cer- 
tain cases—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SHERMAN: A bill (H. R. 9644) to abolish the office of 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the office of Assistant Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, and to create in liett thereof a board of 
Indian commissioners—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BABCOCE: A bill (H. R. 9645) to further regulate the 
sale of milk in the District of Columbia, and for other purposes— 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 






ane 3 ap qaementen Geshe % posceel evening, I move that 
the 


Mr. LOUD. Does all controversy and colloquy come out 


time? ter. 
of my time eat Witiseiens of the chair should 
be presiding foes lise) will try to treat the 


gentleman ger 9 ‘ 


reported that they had had under consideration a bill (H. R. 4566) 
to amend the postal laws relating to second-class mail matter, 
and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now ad- 


urn. 
The motion was agreed to. . 

Pending the announcement of the result, the Speaker sen 
Mr. Crow@Her, Mr. Kirkpatrick, and Mr. Baker of to 
act as House conferees on the bills 5.1291 and 8. 1511. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, Mr. Hitt obtained leave of absence on 
account of im business. 
The House (at 4 o’clock and 30 minutes p. m.) adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
nications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
follows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a communication from Secretary of the Interior recommend- 
ing an inerease of the salary of the Commissioner of Education 
and of certain other employees of the Bureau of Education and 
of the Interior Department proper—to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the of the Interior, transmitting a copy 
of the report of the Colum re oe eo Se 
eee a statement of the cost 
of the cable-railway t—to the Committee on the District of 


jo 





Columbia, and to be printed. Mr. BERRY: A bill (H. R. 9646) to further hi | 
. : . R. gher theat- 
‘ = letter = Sw . a Interior, ae = rical interests—to the Committee on the Library. _ 
ee 10. 1 ee or eee C _ By Mr. BABCOCK: A bill (H. R. 9647) to authorize the exten- 
rt Rien Affairs. with: relatine tp carted entered | 902 of the lines of the Metropolitan Railroad Company of the Dis- 
into te the <a Ni os $n tneeesentites on Indien trict of Columbia—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
y the Seneca he — By Mr. TRAORY: A walk CHI R. 9648) tor ithe adjustment and 
: printed. : correction of the grant to Missouri for the benefit of the agri- 
saittenat ar ab ak enon Cotamcaall ed dane tateas tonnes nln | anal college to the Committee on the Public Lands 
ng oon By Mr. MEYER: A bill (H. R. 9667) toestablish the department 


wherein the court has f oS ee eT that those 
in whose names the claims are were not loyal throughout 
the war—to the Committee on War Claims, ordered to be 


of commerce, manufactures, and labor—to the Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. WOODMAN: A joint resolution (H. Res. 210) directing 
the President to act in Cuban affairs—to the Committee on For- 
~~ Affairs. 

y Mr. HARMER: A joint resolution (H. Res. 211) providing 
for a comprehensive index to Government publications from 1881 
to 1893—to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. BABCOCE: A joint resolution (H. Res. 212) to suspend 


—_———- 


ADVERSE REPORTS ON PUBLIC BILL AND RESOLUTION 
REFERRED TO CALENDARS. 





Under clause 2 of Rule the bill of the House (H. R. 4057) 
in relation to cigarettes and to t the effect of the regulation of 
in 


commerce the several States and with f countries | the operation of an act approved February 13, 1895, entitled ‘‘An 
certain cases, reported ( No. 2324) by Mr. Ray | act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to provide for the settlement 
from the Committee on the J ary, ber 14, 1896, and said | of all outstanding claims against the District of Columbia, and 
— was, upon request of Mr. Terry, taken tableand | conferring jurisdiction on the Court of Claims to hear the same, 
erred to the House Calendar, Report No. 2289, sub- | and for o purposes, approved June 16, 1880’”—to the Commit- 
mitted by Mr. Terry June 11, 1896, and erroneously referred to | tee on the District of Columbia. 
the House Calendar, the views of the minority of said com-| Also, a joint resolution (H. Res. 213) to permit railroads in the 
mittee on said bill, is withdrawn and ordered printed as | District to occupy additional parts of streets to accommodate the 
part 2 of House No. traveling public attending the inaugural ceremonies—to the Com- 


Under clause 2? of Rule XIII, Mr. BINGHAM, from the Commit- | mittee on the District of Columbia. 

tee on tee which was referred theresolution of the| Also, a joint resolution (H. Res. 214) authorizing the Secretary 
Res. No. 200) requesting certain information from | of War to grant permits to the executive committee on inaugural 
See the Treasury relative to eee oe public | ceremonies for use of reservations or public spaces in city of 
works, and directing the Clerk of the to submit to the ae the occasion of the inauguration of the President- 
House a statement of ie nee the United States, | elect on 4, 1897, etc.—to the Committee on the District of 

oe the same adversely, by a report (No. 2332); | Columbia. ; 
said resolution and —— were, upon the of Mr. Mr. ANDREWS: A resolution (House Res. No. 443) to pay 
WALKER of Massachusetts, referred to the House , pur-i J. C. Hiatt for services in the Clerk’s document room—to the 
Committee on Accounts. 
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By Mr. HALL: A resolution (House Res. No. 444) to have 
printed 8,000 additional copies of the annual report of the Secretary 
of the Interior for the current year for the use of the House—to 
the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. QUIGG: A resolution ae Res. No. 445) providing 
for the consideration of House bill No. 9641—to the Committee on 
Rules. 

By Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois: A resolution (House Res. No. 
446) to pay Kencall Lee $100 for caring for room of Committee on 
Accounts—-to the Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. McCALL of Tennessee: A resolution (House Res. No. 
447) to discharge the Committee on Ways and Means from further 
consideration of Senate bill No. 2889 and fix a time when the same 
shall be considered and voted upon by the House—to the Commit- 
tee on Rules. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as fo llows: 

By Mr. WILLIAM F. ALDRICH: A bill (H. R. 9649) for the 
relief of the personal representatives of Thomas F. Wilson, late of 
— County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

r. BARTHOLDT: A bill (H. R. 9650) granting a pension 
to a ohn O’Brien—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BLUE: A bill (H. R. 9651) for the relief of the heirs and 
—_ representatives of Lindsay Ridgway—to the Committee on 

War Claims. 

By Mr. BROSIUS: A bill (H. R. 9652) to remove the charge of 
desertion standing against Andrew Laukhoff—to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BURRELL: A bill (H. R. 9653) to increase the pension 
of John D. Craig—toe the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9654) for the relief of David Bolling—to the 
Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9655) granting a pension to Ab- 
solom Newberr oe the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 9656) for the relief of Eme- 
line F. Mitchell—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. NOONAN: A bill (H. R. 9657) granting an increase of 
— to Lafayetie Nichols—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sion 

By ‘Mr. PRICE: A bill (H.R. 9858) for the relief of estate of Jean 
Constantin, of Lafayette, La.—-to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9659) for the relief of Augustin Broussard, of 
Vermilion Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H, hk. 9660) for the relief of Mrs. Catherine Hilbert, 
of Lafayette Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9661) for the relief of Arvillien Broussard, of 
Vermilion Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9662) for the relief of Natalie Bondrean, of 
Lafayette Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Aliso,a bill (H. R. 9668) for the relief of the estate of Mrs. Celes- 
tine Vavasseur, deceased, late of Lafayette Parish, La.—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9664) for the relief of Valivien Martin, of St. 
Martin Parish, La.—to tho Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill CH. R. 9665) for the relief of the estate of John A. 
Rigues, deceased, late of Lafayette Parish, La.—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. RANEY: A bill (H. R. 9666) to correct and amend the 
military record of John Long, late private Company H, Thirt a 
first Regiment Missouri Volunteers—to the Committee on Mi 
tary Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following a and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. WILLIAM F. ALDRICH: Papers to accompany House 
bill for the relief of the oe representatives of Thomas F. 
Wilson, deceased, late of Shelby County, Ala.—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. BARTHOLDT: Petition of John O’Brien, of St, Louis, 
Mo,, to accompany House bill granting him a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CROWTHER: Petition of citizens of Easton, Mo., pra 
ing that a bill be passed granting a pension to Capt. John N. 
Smith—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CURTIS of Iowa: Resolutions of the Iowa and Illinois 
Central District Medical Association, against the bill to prohibit 
vivisection in the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the 
District of.Columbia. 

By Mr. DRAPER: Resolutions of the National Board of Trade, 


* for the enactment of > national trade-mark registration law—to 


the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. FLETCHER: Resolution of the St. Paul (Minn.) Cham- 
ber of Commerce, favoring the establishment of a department of 
commerce and manufactures—to the Committee on Manufactures, 


DrcEMBER 16, 

Also, petition of Rev. William Wilkinson and other citizens of 
Minneapolis, Minn., » Forde ities the Armenian outrages— 
to the Committee on 

By Mr. FLYNN: Paper's to ae House bill gran 
pension to Absolom Newbeiry-45 te Committee on Invalid 
sions, 

By Mr. HOWELL: Petition of the Board of Trade of Asbury 
Park, N. J., to grant the rights of belligerents to the Cubans in 
their struggle for freedom—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
‘ By oe ONG: — of Thomas Guthrie, of ergy nl Okla., 

or reimbursement for property taken during the war rebel- 
lion—to the Committee on War Claims, 

; ge ts MAGUIRE: Petition of Edmund P. Tierney, in favor 
o 


e passage of House bill No. 2425, for his relief—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


By Mr. MONEY: Memorial of Robert L. Owen, for the pa t 
. — ‘*Old Settler” Cherokee claim—to the Committee on 
airs. 
By Mr. REEVES: Resolutions ad at a public of 
the ‘sitanae of Pontiac, Dl., relative to the a eneted 
— the Armenians in Turkey—to the on Foreign 


airs. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: Petition of M. C. Vick, of Li 
Tenn., for the payment of a claim for secret service in the 
war—to the Committee on War 


By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: Papers to accom — 
bill No. 8487, granting a pension to Esther Jackson— 
rn (by request): Petition of John H. Trapp, 

r req 
Pa. Cotton, He Hinchman, and other citizens of Vernon, 

ind {for the recognition of God in the ble of the Constitu- 
tion of the Uni ttee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WOOMER: Resolutions of , No. 
748, Junior Order United American 


of Lebanon, Pa., 
in favor of recognizing the independence of Cuba—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign 


SENATE. 


WEDNESDAY, December 16, 1896. 


preva: ® ee ee W. H. Mitavry, D. D. 

The VIC resumed the chair. 
are Brown, a Senator from the State of Utah, appeared in 

sea to-day. 

The Journal of yesterday's procesdingn ies dendemd apgnewed, 

DISTRICT TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICE. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the a communicar 
tion from the Commissioners of the District of bia, trans- 
mitting a statement supplemental to their communication of the 
12th instant, in response to the requirement of the District appro- 

riation act for the current fiscal year, relative to charges made 
n the District of Columbia to the public and to the Government 
for the use of a and also = the use of telephones in 
other cities operated by underground and overhead wires; which, 
with the accom any sng papers: was referred to the Committee on 
the District of and ordered to be printed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Club, 0b Monroe County, Mt. 1, penpiag Gangrene bo Seesanion tie 
ub, of Monroe County, 

independence of Cuba; eee ves aheeel to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. sae onerinie presented a petition of —7< citizens of 
Louisiana, for the adoption of an amendment to the Con- 
stitution o the U nited States 1 acres the Deity; which was 
referred to the Committee on the are 

Mr. PEFFER presented the petition of L. D. Gleason 
dry other citizens of byte eal parse Commer. Saar ed = 
the so-called ae 
mittee on Finan 

Mr. CAL L presented a pation of sundry citizens of 
praying for the enactment of legislation for the relief of 

eacham, postmaster at Punta Gorda, Fla., in 1892; which was 
—— to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

a Sua ees see of the oe gee Phila- 
phia, a., — > ee provide 
Seeenite mails wi their 


for the er of foreign a view to 
‘Committee 


delivery in Philadelphia; which was referred to 
ae cement petition of Council, No. 748, 
e also presented a 

Junior ned of — ‘America Mechanica so Fe on fumes 8 
~ mgress to recogn Cuba; which 

- referred to the Committee on F\ 

ip ey COCKRELL presented a 
alumni of the St. Louis Medical of St. 
strating against the passage of Senate 


Relations. . 
of the association of the 


Mo., remon- 
No. 1552, for the further 
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Mr. SMITH introduced a bill (8. 3412) granting a pension to 
Sarah J.Van Renssellaer, widow of Maj. Stephen V.C. Van Rens- 
sellaer; which was read twice by its title, and referred to theCom- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. VEST introduced a bill (S. 3418) for the relief of Joseph 
Edward Montgomery; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GALLINGER introduced a bill (S. 3415) granting a pension 
to Ella D. Cross; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BRICE introduced a bill (S. 3416) to amend section 6 of 
“An act to authorize the construction of a bridge over the Arkan- 
sas River at or near Van Buren, Ark.,” approved March 9, 1804; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. CALL introduced a bill (S. 3417) to provide for deepening 
the water at the entrance to the St. Johns River, Florida, to a 
depth of 30 feet; which was read twice by its title, and referrea 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also introduced a bill (8.3418) to provide for deepening the 
chann’' ~f the St. Jjohus River, Florida, and for the removal of all 
obstruc..ons in the channel to Palatka and south of Palatka to 
Sanford, and to improve the Oklawaha River; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3419) for the relief of the sufferers 
from the cyclone in Florida; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3420) making an appropriation for 
seed to be furnished to the sufferers from the cyclone in Florida; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3421) to improve the nav igation of 
the Oklawahba River, Florida, and the lakes from which it flows; 
which was read twice by ite title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3422) to provide for the extirpation 
of the water hyacinth in the St. Johns and Oklawaha rivers, Flor- 
ida, their tributaries and adjacent lakes; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HARRIS introduced a bill (S. 3423) for the allowance of 
certain claims for stores and supplies reported by the Court of 
Claims under the provisions of the act approved March 3, 1883, and 
commonly known as the Bowman Act; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CALL introduced a , joint resolution (8. R. 175) appropriat- 
ing $5,000 for a survey and estimate for the removal oft the water 
hyacinth from the St. Johns and the Oklawaha rivers, in Florida; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

PREFERENCE RIGHTS OF VETERANS. 


Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a bill (S. 3414) to amend 
sectivun 1754 of the Revised Statutes; which was read twice by its 
title. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Lask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to make a few remarks in e tion of the biil. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Isthereobjection? TheChair hears 
none, and the Senator from Oregon will proceed. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Mr. President, much has been 
said in laudation of the erence given to ex-Union soldiers and 
sailors of the civil war by section 1754 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States, and the public generally, including many, 
haps, if not most, of the officers in the Government service, 
that all honorably discharged soldiers and sailors in the United 


_ States service during the civil war are entitled to preference 


ights under the law and the civil-cervice rules. This is a mis- 


take, and the purpose of the bill [mow present is to rectify such 
mistake. 


Section 1754 of the Revised Statutes, act of March 3, 1865, pro- 
vides as follows: 

Persons discharged from the military or naval service by reason of disa- 
bility resulting from wounds or sickness incurred in the line of duty shall be 
preferred for appointments to civil offices, provided they are found to pos- 
sess the business cupacity necessary for the proper discharge of the duties of 
euch offices. 

While section 2, Rule VII, of thecivil-servicerules provides that— 

The names of all competitors whose claims to preference under the provi- 
sions of section 1754 of the Revised Statutes have been allowed by thet Com- 
mission, and who attain an a e of 6 or over shall be placed in the order 
of their average percentages at the head of the proper register of the eligi- 


' While section 8 of Rule VII provides as follows: 


For filling vacancies in positions for which competitive tests are not 
eable, persons who served im the mil ae naval service of tne Oratted 
States in the late war oo rebeilion and were bunorably discharged there- 


from shall be placed at head of the proper register in the order of their 
fulfillment of said requirements. 


All this on its face would seem to mean very much and be all 
right, while, as a matter of fact, it means very little and is all 
wrong, except in so far as it goes, but it is too restricted in its 


i 


disability resulting wounds 
of duty, but by of term of service, 
the Line of dant disabled easuniniont guiaaiag 
uty who are 
thousands of offices in the civil yep 
manual labor, and are not 
in competitive examinations with men of a generation 
the schools. This latter class comprises the survi 
and sailors of the civil war, and therefore it is tl pro 
this amendment to existing law to provide that 
charged officers and men, soldiers and sailors, of the late ci 
whoserved ninet a . 


a 
us 


set) 


=a meritorious class, the 
ask that the bill be 
and Retrenchment, where I 
sideration and action. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred as indicated, 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon, it was 


the papers in the case of L. W. Masten satenoed to 


Ordered, That the Com- 
mittes on Rust Giese 506 Se ee 


ay et the 
aaa. 


Pa peepee gos es eee co geome 
li up ut upon i — time Senate 1 
being Order ot Duane 1 1g 


order of business been completed? 
- - The regular order has not yet been 
The VICE PRESIDENT. introduction of resolutions; 
© con- 
current and other, is in order. 
REPORT ON IRRIGATION IN ARIZONA. 
Mr. ALLEN. I have here a report on the 
tion for the benefit of the Pima and other 


of the Geol 


appropriation made 
fe Se a cation. Seecten at kaeaae ee of 
considerable Pra ee the 
Snpunliane of ieadh cecal A tack to hert t 
as a miscellaneous document. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Nebraska asks 


a consent that the paper indicated by him be printed as 
ublic document. 


. FRYE. What is the 
Mr. ALLEN. Itisa 


oo an investigation for 
the benefit of the a an 


irrigation 
ther Indians on the Gila River Indian 


The FRYE. Lbave no etn. objection? The Chair bears 
none, and it is so ordered. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HALE. Iask thatthe 


a een 
Whale, ole, proceeded to eee rer 
andes for the payment of invalid and other the 
United States forthe fiscal year ending June 1898, and for 
Mihir. HALE. I ask'that the formal reading of the bill be dis: 
The VICE. PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will 
or FA LEINGER. Mr. President, before its 
r on 
poamentase 5 that there will be no so ra 
ee arnn huorvatiten tenaiiee ive taattee ak oaamiee 


Pitre Aetna 05 5 Se on record my appreciation of 
present administration of penten Minnis SEN te cae Gain 
























































my t the man who is great 

ment of the Government at the present time is desirous not only 
of administering the laws in a generous and aaeeenees but that 
his sympathies are with the men and the women who are asking 
for ition because of the services of the brave men who 
periled their lives that this Government might live. 


> * > * 
‘The sum apquepreee Sue t of fiscal 
year, ane 80, 1897, is $140,000.00, and for the succeeding year it is 
ted the same amount will be necessary. 
of Pensions that during the last fiscal year 339 
of the pension laws. Upon these 


econom lead to an attack upon pension so determined 

as to overlook due to those who, worthy of a nation's 
care, ought to live and die the protection of a nation’s gratitude. 

It will be observed, Mr. President, that the President of the 

United States calls attention to the fact that during the past fiscal 

339 indictments were found against violators of the pension 

ws. The President does not say, nor have I pad A at hand 

ents were 


found against eoldiers or point, whether the 
or oe attorneys. 
Mr. WLEY. Or against tnesses. 
inst witnesses, as the Senator from 


Mr. GALLINGER. — r 
Conn eRe observes. It is at least competent for 
me to conclude that all of these 339 indictments and 167 convic- 


the Washin Post of December 9, 1896, which discusses this 
question with sc much fairness and ability that I desire to put it 


upon record > consideration of eee If ne ash- 
ington Post, one e great newspapers is country, 
never done more than to prick this bubble that the Pres- 


ident is constantly obtruding ua Congress and the country as 
regards frands it woul Mkaree the 


1 of try and of Daicntter alte cenatee ayaters 
over coun an every pension § 
‘of the United States. The editorial is as follows: 

The in 

found “against the violators ee “Upon these in 
ments,” he “187 convictions ” Inasmuch as an indictment is 
not proof of ol ee ae en eee me to have said that 339 
ph ey in OS a cl 

Seen See opinion, 


E 


: 
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including the pensioners and their comrades, believe that it is eminently 
politic to hunt down and punish violators of the pensicn laws, so that the roll 
a ak as it always has been, a rol! of honor. And when the Adiminis- 
r a year of unremitting effort, backed by unlimited means, 
reports the conviction of only 167 frauds, and a disbursemens of $140,000,000 
to almost a million pensioners, the old soldiers and their friends point with 
pride to the Pension Bureau, and challenge comparison between that and 
other branches of the service which present possibilities of rascality. 
We do not think the figures quoted by the President would convince an 
timist that the abuses of the pension system have “demoralized our peo- 
"or “undermined citizenship” to an alarmingextent. There is not 
a church in the Uni States that would be surprised or feel disgraced if 
one-seventieth of 1 per cent of its membership were sent to the penitentiary 
in any One year. e Post-Office Department or the Treasury would not be 
if such a fractional percentage of its employees proved dishonest. 
The fact is that the results of the long and strong hunt for pension frauds 
ha eee the system in public confidence. 


The country does not 


ve 
regret but d of its generous treatment of the men who saved the Union 
from @nreption.. As to the 


Pension Bureau, it has, under the present Com- 

Teak tetigungelllitg may wotagnin be diovarbed by the wild waves of partion: 
inne a y agai y aves of partisan 
Without giving my entire assent to the closing paragraph of 
that editorial, as I do not believe the Pension Burean has ever 
been used for political purposes, I am satisfied, after having read 
it, to simply express my judgment upon this continuous and un- 
justifiable attack by the Executive of the United States upon the 
pensioners of this Government, and his iterated and reiterated 
assertion that the roll of those who are drawing pensions is not a 
roll of honor, and that there are rascalities and disgraces con- 
nected with it that are not to the credit of the men who fought 
for our Government and our flag. I am content to leave the dis- 


cussion of the —- at this point. I am sure that the Congress 
of the United States at least will never indorse sentiments such 


as I have read from the annual message of the Chief Executive, 
but that Con will to-day, as heretofore, stand by the soldiers 
in all their just rights and be willing to grant them what the 
Government: solemnly pledged its. honor to do for them when they 
enlisted under the banner of our flag and our Constitution in the 
matter of providing liberally for them and their dependent ones. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I have not attempted to make 
a careful estimate of the figures in the case, but in finding a percent- 
age of corruption in this matter not only the 900,000 pensioners 
should be counted, but the two or three witnesses in cach case, 
claim agents, and all who are involved in it. They are among the 
persons against whom indictments might be found. The total 
number among whom the conviction of 167 persons should be dis- 
tributed is probably not less than 2,000,000. If out of 2,000,000 
people who either draw pensions or have been witnesses or agents 
only 167 have been convicted after very diligent search and prose- 
cution, I think it is a most amazing record of honesty. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. HALE. The Committee on Appropriations has no amend- 
ments to propose. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN LOUISIANA. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. °I now renew my request for unanimous 
consent for the present consideration of the bill (S. 1624) to quiet 
title and possession with respect to certain unconfirmed and located 
private land claims in the State of Louisiana. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Private Land Claims with amendments. 

Mr. PLATT. I wish the Senator from Louisiana would give a 
short explanation of why this bill is necessary. One does not get 
it from the reading of the bill. 

Mr. BLANC D. Ishall be glad to do so. 

Mr. President, this bill comes with the unanimous report of 
the Committee on Private Land Claims of the Senate. Its pur- 
pose is to authorize certain parties in Louisiana, who claim cer- 
tain rights under land grants, to have them adjudicated in the 
courts of the United States at New Orleans. I can best give the 
Senate information about the bill by reading certain extracts 
from the report of the Committee on Private Land Claims of the 
Senate. Without reading all of the report, i call attention to 
the concluding part of it, in which it is said: 

From a variety of causes it now appears that about 288 claims, aggregating 
about 80,000 acres of land, remain prima facie unconfirmed and unrecognizec 
by any of the agencies of the United States heretofore referred to, and are 
borne upon the records of the Land De tment as “unconfirmed claims.” 
They form a separate and distinct kind of claim, peculiar, it seems, to the 
State of Louisiana, and havea history and literature peculiarly their own. 
They have never, it seems, fallen under the suspicion of frand or irregularity 

leading totheir inception, and the fact that the average 

ee land in each of thea is only about 280 acres, and that ali cr nearly 

of them have been in possession and cultivation time immemorial would 
seem to render such a suspicion entirely out of the question. 

Under a resolution of the Senate of December 2, 1579, the Secretary of the 
Interior submitted a schedule or tabular statement of these claims, prepared 

isiana and accompanied by a report made by 


by the surveyor-general of Lou 
that officer under date of February 19, 1880. 
Executive 


The whole constitutes Senate 
ent No. lll of the second session of the Forty-sixth Con- 
and ycur committee have obtained from the very full and minute 
afforded by it much of the information contained in this repert. 
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I will call the attention of the Senator from Connecticut to this 
etatement in the report: 
P As early as 1874 the eeeer eras neral had urged in his annual re agen- 
eral act of relinquishment of a I the supposed right and title of The United 
States in these lands, without the of the claimants ts taking 
whatsoever. (See General Land Office Gheort for 1874, again 
,strengt ning it 5 ee ee yp 


in the year 1877 he repeats the — 

to similar action. by Co ge, = Avg claims in 

contained in the act of June 12. 1808. (14 Stat. L., 62.) 
Without wishing to go as far as these recommendations do. your commit- 


tee are impressed with the justice of extending some simple and inexpensive 


mode of relief to these claimants. The subject wasreferred for report tothe 


Secretary of the Interior, who, by letter o February 14, 1896, transmitted to 
the committee, with his approval, the views of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office as contained in that officer's report of February 11, both of 
which your committee herewith submit.asan appendix to this report. 

It will be observed that these officers approve of the plan of adjustment 
contained in the bill under consideration, with some unimportant amend- 
menta, and your committee think their recommendations are just and should 


prevail. 

It would seem, therefore, Mr. President, that the bill has not 
only the sanction of the Committee on Private Land Claims of 
the Senate, but of the Secretary of the Interior and of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. In addition to that, the 
surveyor-general of Louisiana in 1874 and again in 1877 made 
recommendations similar to those made by the committee im this 
report, a part of which 1 have read. 

The quantity of land is only about 80,000 acres. The United 
States make no claim whatever to it, and this bill merely fur- 
nishes a method by which these parties can go into the Federal 
court in New Orleans and establish their rights. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendments reported by’ the 
Committee on Private Land Claims will be stated. ° 

The first amendment was, in section 4, line 9, after the words 
‘*evidence of,” to strike out ‘title’ and insert **titles;” and in 
line 11, after the words ‘‘ hundred and,” to strike out “‘eighty- 
six” and insert *‘ sixty-six;” so as to make.the section read: 

Ssc. 4. That the district court of the United States for the eastern district 
of Louisiana, holding sessions at New Orleans, in said State,shall have juris- 
diction to hear and decide, according to the rules of a court of chancery; all 
suits brought under this act, and the practice of said court shall be the a same 
as was provided tor the district court of the United States for the eastern 
district of Missouri, under sections 2, 3, 4, and 5 of an act entitled “An aet 
authorizing documentary evidence of titles to be furnished to the owners of 
certain lands in -the city of St. Louis,” approved June 12, 1866, 14 Statutes at 
Large, pege 62, except that it shall not be necessary to make any parties 
defendar.t in any suit save the United States, and neither party shall in any 
event recover costs or expenses against the other, but each party, whether 
os appeal a shall pay all the costs and expenses whatsoever by 

neurrec 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to insert as a new section the follow- 
ing: 

Sno. 8 That whenever a final decree in any case shall be renderad under 
this act it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court rendering the same to 
transmit without delay te the Co of the General Land Office a 
full, true, and complete transcript of the same. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. ? 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CHAPELL, 
_one of its clerks, announced that the House had agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 3771) for the reliefof 
Stratton H. Benscoter. 

The message also announced that the House insisted upon its 
amendment te the bill (S. 1291) gramting an increase of pension'to 
Celeste A. Boughton, widow of Bvt. Brig. Gen. Horace Boughton, 
agrees to the conference as ed by the Rountat on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. Crow- 
THER, Mr. KIRKPATRICK, and Mr. Baker of Kansas managers ‘at 
the conference on the part of the House. 

The messaye further announced that the House insisted upon its 
amendment to the bill (5. 1511) granting a pension to Mrs: Jane 
Stewart Whiting, agrees to the conference asked by the Senate-on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed 
Mr. Crowtuer, Mr. Kikkpatriok, and Mr. Baxer of Kansas 
managers at the conference on the part of the House. 

The message also announced that the House insisted upon its 
amendments to the joint resolution (S. R. 162) continuing in foree 
section 2 of the act approved June 3, 1896,entitled ‘““An act to 
repeal section 6i of ‘An act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue 
for the Government, and for other purposes,’ ” which became alaw 
August 28, 1884, agrees to the conference asked by the Senate on 
he disagreein votes of the two Houses thereon, and hadappointed 

. EVANs, Mr. Russe.. of Connecticut, and Mr. Ae 
aia at the conference on tbe part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House had passed the 
following bills; im which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate 


A bill (H. R. 514) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
military record of Wear Crawford; 


pipe 
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judicial district of 
court at Beaumont, Tex., — a clerk for 
said court; and 


A bill (H. “RS Gy 111 of the acts of the third 
session of the Fifty-third Congress. 


that the Speaker of the Honse had 
wing enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
= the Vice-President 


aoe (H. R. 724) panting om imeveiaerel pensiani to Melos IX. 
a bil (HL R 2806) to amend ‘Title LX, chapter 8, of the Revised 


Sanaa Elvira Bachelder. 
THE REVENUE BILL. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Calendar under Rule VII is in 


order. The first case will be 
Mr. VEST. Idonot (Mr: Arie] 


see the Senator from Nebraska 
in his seat, bat Ee 


mit some remarks 
The VICE-PR ENT. ee ee 


nee abil (EL Re 40) to 

RETARY. 

revenue to meet the expenses of Gucspanitemmivapedinuntans 
a deficiency. 
Mr: VEST. Mr. Iam aware that in 


criticising the 
details of this bill I violate the maxim of de mortuis nil nisibonum, 
and but for the fact that a number of ew 


persist in calling for its: 
all. It seems to me that the and country have not appre- 
measure. Itis one 


prt apeeneyiiveesie” 

0 most extraordinary bills ever Congress— 

extraordinary not only in its but in the manner of its 
. ee n, protesting there was 

an. 

reserve, suggested to Congress the -of some 

looking to a relief from our financial 

in strong terms the advisability of somescheme 

at lower interest and the retirement of 

vertibility of which was 


ing that C 
ation skould be 


oe through the holi 

to the imm 
oertnaas had been no 
the had been 


: reby 
ag ee See 
rates to 2 agp w manufacturers from cm purchasing soi 


he wr niiende his Won A rot the 
now 
denounces Len emattnonstineeeneieienlianmaa 


aNaeen 
wa of lnage ein 
are unanimous in en cent more 
of protection above the rates of eae car 
ties and tin plate. 
In this call attention to a report 


> Suneenr fe aoeieey 





















































part of the protectionists. 
the Senator deny that? Did he not resist the decrease of the duty 


tin 
I resisted the decrease of the duty upon tin 
the reason that I believed then, as I believe if 


De can not any proclivities toward 
my side of the ee that even there had been 
a large increase in the uctive capacity of the tin-plate manu- 


factories in the Uni States; and I now ask the tary to 
read from his last Mie aS er eg Sonny aw 
which I have to show that the of the manufac- 
ture of tin plate continues under the reduction of 1.1 cents a 


pound. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
Orrice oF Special cunt, TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

; Custom-House, New York, October 28, 1896. 
it the prefuction oe tas Unies States off coemmurcial Eat and terse plates 
pent ny ot moe wh eect ‘per 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, no object lesson can be more sig- 
nificant than this. The contention on the partof those of us who 
0} the McKinley rates of tariff taxation was that the duties 
were too high, that the American manufacturers would succeed 
under reduced duties, and that there was no neces- 


and 

sity these enormous burdens upon the consumers of 

the United States in the name of American industry. Two and 

two-tenths cents, as 1 now repeat,.was the duty u tin plato 
the McKinley tariff law. At the pvint of the legislative 


under i 
bayonet we redaced tat date ii. conte = 


md, and now we 
» this enormous 


The : the Senator from Missouri 
yield to the Senator from Rhode Island? 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 
___ Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from. Missouri is familiar with 
the conditions of the iron and steel industry in the United States, 


and being ee es he is undoubtedly aware, as every other 
e 


q 


with the su , that the rates now 
Gorman-Wilson law are more pro- 
than were the rates 


ee: 


be 
| 


: 


} Edid then, that -he can not evade this argument as to a svecific 


States, and I reply to him now, as / its unfortunate victims than has the protection habit. 


by saying that the whole of the iron and steel schecule is 


_ protective in the Wilson law. 


Ltake, now, an article which has been conspicuous in the tariff 


discussion, an article which has repeatedly come before Congress 


additional 
the rates.of the Mc 


rotection, and I show that after we reduced 
ey Act 1 cent per pound there has been an 
and unparalleled increase of productien on the 


un 
part of the manufacturers in this country. 


Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator from Missouri allow me 
another interruption? 

Mr. VEST. rtainly. 

Mr. ALDRICH. In 1890, when the rates were imposed upon 
tin plate, the Senator from Missouri and his friends said it was 
—— im ible to make any tin plate in the United States, 

the said also that the duty of 2.2 cents per pound would 
be added to the price of every pound of tin plate sold in the United 
Statessubsequent tothat time. The results have shown, as stated 
in the article read by the Senator from Missouri, that last year 
one-half of the tin plates consumed in the United States was made 
in the United States. 

We could show also by figures that instead of the price having 
been increased by the rate of 2.2 cents per pound it never has 
been so low as it is to-day; that there has been a constant reduc- 
tion: in price from that day to this. These results are owing, first, 
to the protective tariff imposed by the act of 1890, and second, to 
the tective duty of 1.1 cents a pound, a specific duty imposed 
by the Senator from Missouri and his friends in the act of 1894. 
If you had treated tin plate as you did some other products in that 
bill, namely, by imposing a small ad valorem rate upon it instead 
of a high specific, that industry would have been prostrated. 

Mr. VEST. No matter what may have been said in discussion 
or in debate by myself or by any body else, the fact remains, and it 
can not. be obscured by the Senator from Rhode Island, that he 
and his protection friends placed inthe McKinley Act a protect- 
ive duty of 2.2 cents a pound upon tin and terne plate, and they 
did it because they said it was necessary to build up the mannu- 
facture of those articles in this country. Of course I opposed that 
increased duty. I have opposed every increased duty, and I have 
done'so upon the broad ground that it comes from the pockets of 
the consumers.of this country. 

Now, when we reduced that duty 1 cent a pound in the Wilson 
Act against the opposition and contention of the Senator from 
Rhode Island and his associates, we find that the directly oppo- 
site result has come from what he then prophesied, showing that 
the. duties in the McKinley Act were too high, that they were 
—- and exorbitant. 

e Senator from Rhode Island does not agree with the Presi- 
dent-elect of the United States in regard to the cause of the increased 
production of tin plate in this country. I read the other day an 
interview with Mr. McKinley at Canton upon the tariff question, 
in which he accounted for the increased production of tin plate in 
this country by saying that it was the economical production 
caused by the natural oil which had been applied to tin-plate manu- 
facture in Indiana. After I saw that statement I turned to the 
list of manufacturers of tin and terne plate in the United States, 
old and new, and I found that there were 77 new manufacturers, 
and out of that number but 5 are in the State of Indiana. So Mr. 
McKinley must be mistaken when he ascribes the enormous increase 
of production and the cheapening of prices in this country to the 
use of natural oil. 

No; Mr. President, these facts can not be answered except by a 
surrender on the part of the Senator from Rhode Island and his 
associates of the contention that the enormous duties in the McKin- 
ley Act were necessary to the manufacturers of the United States. 
This bill, I repeat, comes not from the iron men, for they are 
unanimous in declaring that no form of iron needs a cent more of 
protection above the high rates of the present law, except cotton 
ties and tin plate. 

It is but a spasmodic effort to discredit the act of 1894, that freed 
the people from so many burdens, gave them higher prices for 
their wools; built more woolen miils, increased the wages of the 

atives, gave the people cheaper and better clothes, and put in 

© Treasury from woolen goods as much money as the McKinley 
rates realized in 1894 from both wools and woolens. Itisacrude, 
badly constructed makeshift, and even the dignified-report upon 
the bill admitted that it was ‘not a measure of what might be 
done when all branches of the Government are in harmony with 
the majority of the House on protection lines, as a majority hope 
can be done in 1897-98.” 

There has never yet been a tariff placed upon wool which was 
nota disappointment to its friends and denounced by the men it 
was intended to benefit. 

The records of: Congress will bear melancholy proof that every 
wool tariff has been followed by disaster to the trade and a clamor 
for more protection. The opium habit has no stronger hold upon 
It was 
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fondly imagined that the McKinley bill had reached the summit 
of protectionist demands, and that belief carried with it the com- 
fort that, come what might, no more could ever be asked. Yet, 
in his letter of December 26, 1895, the head of the Wool Growers’ 
Association says: 

Under it prices of wools constantly declined, and the inevitable result would 
have been a failure to secure prosperity to American sheep husbandry. 

Even in Texas, where the cost of growing wool is as low, if not 
less, than in any other State, sheep declined in numbers from 
4,218,812 in 1890 to 2,859,269 in 1894. 

Now, look at the results under the free-wool period. With do- 
mestic wool constantly declining in price under the rates of the 
McKinley bill, which let in foreign cloths, paying over 100 per 
cent duty, reduced wages, and shut up factories, we find the home 
supply totally inadequate for the revival of our manufactures 
ander a free-wool system, and we not only exhaust our home sup- 

ply of wools, but import 250,000,000 pounds of foreign wools to 
See busy the wheels of the old mills, and supply more new mills 
than were ever built in a single year before, and this not on a 
declining price for wools, but on one higher than four years of 
McKinley rates had left them. 

The year 1895 built more mills for textile work than any year 
under the high McKinley rates and built 61 new woolen mills, 
against 45 in 1894. 

The Wool and Cotton Reporter, commenting on the growth of 
our carpet trade, says: . 

It may be assumed “that if cloth and dress-goods manufacturers had been 
afforded their-raw material at equally dow rates (with carpet wools) during 
the same period they would have obtained equal control of the home mar- 
ket.” (January 2, 1896, page 19.) 

And a prominent importer of woolen goods says— 


That with only a year and a half of free wool the domestic manufacturer 
has made such strides as to control the market; that present rates are prac- 
tically prohibitory, and the imports of woolen cloths are bound to decrease. 
With a margin of 30 per cent the home manufacturer can easily undersell the 


foreign goods of like grades. 


In order to test the accuracy of that prediction, I call attention 
to the statement of the Treasury Department just made for Sep- 
tember, 1896, which shows that in 1895, for the nine months end- 
ing with the month of September, there were imported into the 
United States woolen: goods: amounting in quantity to 56,958,193 
pounds, of the value of $87,528,761. In 1896, for the nine months 
ending with September, there were imported into the United 
States of woolen goods 35,932,642 pounds, of the value of $56,615,- 
877, showing that the prediction which I have incorporated in my 
rer.arks made more than a year ago has come true and the im- 
portation of woolen goods has fallen off from $87,528,761 in 1895 
to $56,615,877 in 1896. 

The proposed bill is nearly impossible of administration. The 
horizontal bill of 1884 was simplicity itself compared with this, 
yet that brought a protest from the Treasury Department on 
account of the difficulties which conditional rates would involve. 

This bill reenacts the McKinley law. and to determine a rate it 
will be necessary to consult not only the new bill, but the Wilson 
Act, the McKinley Act, and the market price of any given article 
to determine what rate is to be applied. 

Take as an instance—and not a lone instance by any means, but 
one is enough—the ordinary article of toilet soap. The last soa 
of this description which came under the McKinley rate was wert 
42 cents per pound and the duty was 15 cents per pound, ora little 
above 35 per cent ad valorem. The Wilson law made the rate 35 
percent. Now, the 15 per cent proposed additional duty willcarry 
it above the McKinley rate, and therefore the McKinley rate is to 
apply for the present. If the price advances a little, so that the 
McKinley ad valorem falls below the Wilson 35 per cent, then the 
Wilson rate is to apply, but if in this age of declining prices and 
in the utilization of hitherto waste products the price of soap shouid 
decline, or if only cheaper grades are imported, then neither the 
McKinley nor the Wilson rate is to apply, but the new rate of 40,25 
per cent. No two soaps will bear the same rate nor will thesame 
soap bear a like rate two days in succession or at any two portsof 
entry, aud it will take double or treble the custom-house force to 
keep track of the range of prices and the change of tates. The 
scheme is absurd. The instanced soap problem is simple in com- 
parison to that of cotton cloth, where the intricate classification 
of the number of threads to the square inch in the old law is revived 
and the Wilson method of an ad valorem duty on the yard and 
pound must be both compared and prices watched to determine 
the possible rate which may be applicable at any particular hour 
of entry. 

The probable results of this tariff bill upon the revenues under 
the wool and woolen schedule have been estimated from three 
standpoints. The friends of the bill take the importations of 
wools and cloths in the last year under the reduced Wilson rates 
and assume a like importation under the proposed prohibitory 
rates, thus securing an apparent increase of $12,000,000 from wool 
duties and nearly $19,000,000 from woolens. The Treasury De- 
partment takes the year 1893 as the last normal importation of 
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both wools and cloths, undisturbed by any panic or threat of tar- 
iff revision, and from this they estimate will be an increase 
of but $6,000,000 from wool no increase from wool- 
ens over the receipts of 1895. The estimate takes the fiscal 
yeay 1895 for a basis, and this gives six months’ importations of 
woolens under the prohibitory McKinley rates and six months 
under the reduced ves as a result $12,000,000 
increase in the wool duties and $10,000,000 increase in woolens, 
Of course each individual who gives 
that the men most directly interested—the woolen man 
ers—vehemently insist that the specific rates proposed are abso- 
lutely prohibitory on all foreign wools’ of lar, ee and 
shut them out as possible bidders for lots of foreign now 
needed in their business. They are, however, still under the fear 
of the threats of the wool men, who claim a million votes, an 
perhaps — manent ma p- a to hold their 
or even be scared into an approv: change proposed. 
while it is refreshing to notice what even bias can 
misinterpret, and that is the wonderful advance which our 
mills have made in the last year. They have secured the 
market. The heavy importations of wools only prove the 
of the home manufacturers; and while the im of 
ens were heavy at first, to fill the d of the jo 
the importers are emphatic in sa; that with free wool 
Wilson rates upon cloths are prohi , and that woolen i . 
tations will surely decline, even without my in the law. 
We manefachenel in 1895 nearly 550,000, 1 of wool in 
this country, an amount never approached, and a 
now to the old system will mean disaster to the man 
and he recognizes this to an extent that has set him todemanding 
an ad valorem duty upon wool. The cry is almost universal from 
manufacturing centers, ‘‘Give us, if any, an ad valorem ta 
wool,” and some of the manufacturers even claim that 
better stand an ad valorem of 60 per cent on wool 
the proposed or ae reach 40 per cent on the 
average imported wools, tho on many others. 
Takk thee Boccobory ao peal ited ie tae 
Sen as to the revenue results of the proposed Dingley 
ac 


The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Secretary will read as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF STATISTICS, 
Washington, D. C., December 81, 1895. 
We have taken the im 


the theo bill during the months sept ber 30, and esti 
mating the dutionon the importa of the remaining tres months at actual 
pe seit oll cama duties 

Salsariat peas Tans cashes the Ween i emall ba iene 

the same amount as would be collected at the rates of the Din 


the J 
Wilson fl Zeer ening une EE Sot eeette aber on ath heats 


were as in 


im 
this basis of calculation the Dingley bill would not produce more than 
the increased duties on raw wool. . ; 


mar 

‘ y tariff law the 
wools in the United States had constantly and 
that from year to year while that law was in effect pri 
— in . ee aa te toe vn, and that the 
uty upon wool imposed 
Mr. Lawrence, the shepherd king of O! 
wool or the woolgrower in this country. 


I said then, but 1 ok eee in m 
which I then produ : a 


WooL. : 
ear after the McKinley 


In Septeenben, 1891, about one 
XX was worth in the 


as vania, and West V 


In October. Is, it was worth in the same markot 21 to 27). 

ws aa 1891, No. 1 was worth in the Boston 35 to 36 cents, and 
o. cents. 

In October, 1 No.1 worth in the market 3 
Motel tothe o. 1 was same 824 to cents, and 
In September, 1891, fine unwashed was worth in the Boston market 21 to 2 


cents. 
In October, 1892, it was worth 19 to 20 cents. ex: 
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In the Boston in September, 1891, Michigan, New York, and New 
was 27 cents. 


In October, was worth 2 to 26 cents. _ 

OF to oe ecbor, 1802, it was worth 58 to 56 cents. . 

Bs Sapeepenn ere ney aaron wee weeem Sh hp Renton maapeeys © to 

62 cen’ : 
October, 1892, 56 to 58 cents. 

sae setanan ave semen tome the 


increased ; that at the time that 
price of XX Ohio wool, the test 
18 to 19 cents; that under the 
time I spoke, in January, the 
per pound. I was answered lict 

was a mere temporary thing; would 

decliné under the operation of the pro of the derided Wil- 
son Act. 

I have now before me the Boston market quotations just made, 
sho that last week the same grade of wool, XX Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, sold in the Boston ‘market for 19 to 20 cents. “So 
under free wool the the 


up to 19 


or m 
one the enormous duties on 
law, the other the free-wool 
in the Wilson Act. ~ 
; ent, that the importation of foreign wools 


two a 
the McKinley 
Dernccratic 

It is true, 


has decreased. I have here a statement which I saw in a news- 
pages OS eee eee ee the official reports of 


the Treas- 


ter and monetary depression than now. I repeat 
that if the theory that the balance of trade causes ity to 
the country be true, why is it that we have not ty now, 
when we are much more y than we are im 


ing? Why this decrease of imports? the people of this 


country are unable to buy either foreigmor yan med, Why- 
use they 


is it that to-day the manufacturers are complaining 
can not sell to the sotiors, ane the jobbers can not sell to the 
‘the traveling men are through the 
deploring the fact that they are not to collect and 
: e balance of trade is in our favor. We are 


dard. 

We were told that if McKinley should be elected prosperity 
eae this coun the nt a oes oy: 
c ey was elected. Has prosperity come? Confidence was 
be restored. Gites Nay teen restored. - What has bese 
Sor SrUApN eet” Da phee epent Ey Toceiaalne the rari rates 
nor : e i iff rates, 
ea rere told now authoritatively must ‘oe done, tha you wil 
more e; you ve 
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) ary expenses of the Government. 
“upon our 

reports 
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by Mr. Foster or Mr. Carlisle. There is no such money in circn- 
lation in the United States. They take no account of the bank 
reserves, State and national. They amount to over $600,000,000 at 
the least, locked up by law, that can not be used by the people nor 
paid out by the officials of those institutions. And yet they are 
counted year to year until this moss-covered lie is absolutely 
ew by many people as the truth. There is no such amount 
as $22.85 per capita in circulation in the country. 

we want and must have in this country is more circulat- 
ing medium. Do you expect to furnish it with your increased 
tariff duties? 


We are told that with an increased tariff taxation to pay the 
expenses of the Government relief will come to the people. How? 
Increase taxes; pile up more money in the Treasury and add to 
the $126,000,000 of idle money there to-day; withdraw it from cir- 
culation, and yet give relief to the people of the United States! 

But, Mr. President, even if the absurd position should be taken 
that it is nm to have more money in the Treasury, I deny 
that increased tariff duties will bring it. We can judge only by 

. If we turn to the Treasury reports in regard to tariff 
taxation it will be seen that the McKinley high rates decreased 
the amount collected from imports in this country. I holdin my 
hand a statement of the receipts and expenditures of the 
Government from its nning until now. If we turn to the 
three McKinley years, taking the import receipts for 1890 (and 
the McKinley law went into effect, T helieve, in October, 1890), 
there was collected in 1890 from import duties $229,668 ,284. 

Now, mark. ‘In the year 1891, with an enormous increase of 
ppm the import duties fell from $229,832,000 to $219,- 


Now take the import duties for 1892, when the McKinley law 
was in full force and in uninterrupted operation. The duties col- 
lected. continue to fall from $219,452,000 to $177,450,000, and in 
1898-they went back from $177,000,000 to $208,000,000. But under 
the McKinley law at no time were the receipts from import duties 
as large as in the years preceding the enactment of that law. 
How isit possible, then, by in tariff taxation, to do what our 
friends on the other side propose to do—put more money into the 
Treasury? 

I voted, Mr. President, against taking up the Dingley bill for 
consideration because I was opposed to it. I should vote against 
taking up any other bill increasing tariff taxation, because I am 
opposed to it. There is no necessity for any increase. It will be 
time enough to increase duties upon imports or to look after new 
sources of revenue when we have exhausted the idle money now 
in the Treasury. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. May I call the attention of the 
Senator from Missouri to a fact? I suppose he takes into consid- 
eration the fact that taking the duty off of sugar alone reduced 
the amount of income some $52,000,000. 

Mr. VEST. That is true, but the McKinley Act enormously 
increased the duty out of all proportion upon other articles. We 
collected under the McKinley law upon imports of woolen goods 
100 per cent. The appraised valuation of these woolen cloths at 
the custom-houses was some thirty-six million five hundred and 
odd thousand dollars, and we collected within a fraction of the 
same amount in duty. 

No, Mr. President, I repeat that the only relief you can give to 
this country, as much as it may be derided, as much as I may 
subject myself to the oft-repeated charge of being a lunatic and 
an anarchist and a repudiator, is in giving more money to the 

le. ~ No country can be prosperous with an increasing popu- 
tion and a decreasing volume of money. You have a system 
now which congests the money of the country. It is found in the 
banks and money centers. It is said that we have $600,000,000 in 
gold. Does it circulate among the people? Does it relieve the 
middlé and lower classes of people in the United States? 

Mr. President, this issue can not be smothered by abuse and 
ridicule. -The man who thinks that the last election has termi- 
nated the struggle is unfit to legislate for a free people: he knows 
nothing about the great popular impulses and heart throbs that 
sent millions to the polls for free silver. If weare anarchists and 
lanatics when we ask that the mints be opened to the free coinage 
of silver, then this country is lost, because there were 6,499,000 
American freemen who stamped themselves as lunatics and an- 
archists at the election in November last. William J. Bryan, the 
**boy orator,” who has been caricatured and slandered and ridi- 
culed, polled 47.1 per cent of the entire vote, and McKinley’s 
pe ar majority was barely 600,000 in a poll of nearly 14,000,000. 

there be in this country 6,499,000 anarchists and lunatics and 
enemies of the public welfare, God help the Republic and free 
institutions; we are lost. 

But it is a vile slander. The men who voted for Bryan are as 
honest and patriotic and law abiding as any upon the face of the 
earth. Wedo not pr to be ridiculed out of what we think to 
e are for equality. We adhere to the prin- 
ciples which the fathers of the Republic declared, that there should 
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the single gold standard is the vilest monopoly that was ever manu- 
factured in the brain of mortal man. 

Mr. President, I do not care to say more of that election than 
that, in my opinion, it was a asa upon popular government 
and free institutions. For one Il am curious to know what will 
be the result of the investigation proposed under the resolution of 
the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. EN]. Ishoald like to under- 
stand why in the new and growing States of Texas and the West 
there has been no increase of population in four years, while m 
the old, finished, and complete States of Ohio, Indiana, and Tili- 
nois there has been an enormous increase, such as never was found 
before in any census of the United States. 

Tam constrained to believe that the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. CHANDLER] was correct when in a published interview 
he declared that the St. Louis convention was honeycombed with 
corruption; that the delegates were bought and sent there for the 
sole purpose of nominating Mr. McKinley, This was noebullition 
of partisan passion or of personal zeal for Mr. ReEp; for the distin- 

uished Senator from New Hampshire afterwards, in a deliberate 
etter to the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. LopGz], wherein he 
undertook to expiain why Mr. McKinley had divided the approba- 
tion of the New Hampshire Republicans with Mr. REED, reiterated 
the charge and declared that every word he had uttered in regard 
to the composition of the St. Louis convention was true. 

Sir, when the average American citizen hears from such high 
Republican authority that the convention which nominated the 
candidate of the Republican 
procured by money, that the delegates were sent there by the use 
of money, he is very apt to inquire how the stream that comes 
from so corrupt a source can be pure. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, I have no disposition to try to 
follow the Senator from Missouri in his arguments to-day, but he 
has made two statements to which it seems to me some attention 
should be paid, as they are certainly very misleading. I have no 
doubt one of them grows out of his defective memory as to what 
occurred in the Senate at the time when the Wilson bill was under 
discussion here, 

The Senator from Missouri stated that the Republican Senators 
resisted the reduction of a cent a pound on tin plate, saying that if 
the reduction were made it would ruin the industry, and that. the 
Republicans sought to maintain the McKinley rates upon that 
article. 

The facts are not as stated by the Senator from Missouri. 
When this subject was before the bisots for consideration, as the 
REcORD, page 5144, will show, I moved that the rate be increased 
upon tin plates from 1.2, which was the rate recommended by 
the committee, and is the rate in the existing law, to 1.5, an 
increase of three-tenths of a cent a pound; and the reasons which 
I stated were that the rate upon black sheets as fixed by the same 
bill was 1.225 cents a pound, and the rate upon the finished prod- 
uct was 1.2. For the purpose of making the bill in itself har- 
monious, I moved to add three-tenths of a cent to the rate sug- 

ested by the committee, and nowhere in the course of that long 

iscussion was a statement made by any Senator upon this side 
that it was necessary to maintain the rate of 2.2 cents, or that 
the reduction suggested by the committee would ruin the indus- 
try. So much for that. 

The Senator stated, as I understood him, in the course of his 
remarks, that the woolen manufacturing industry of the United 
States had never been in its history as prosperous as it is to-day. 
No statement could possibly be wider of the mark. There never 
has been a time, I venture to say, in thirty years at least, when 
the woolen manufacturing industry of the United States was so 
depressed and so unsatisfactory as it is at this very minute. Peti- 
tions are coming here every day from the woolen manufacturers 
of every section of the country imploring Congress by some method 
to give them relief from the existing condition of depression, and 
from the importations which threaten the very existence of the 
interest 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of 2 o'clock having arrived, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business, which 
will ke stated. 

The Sroretary. A bill (H. R. 7864) toamend the immigration 
laws of the United States. 

Mr. FRYE. Ilask that the unfinished business may be laid aside 
informally that the Senator from Missouri may finish his remarks. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Maine? The Chair hears none. The Senator 
from Missouri . 

Mr. VEST. Mr. ident, 1 am obliged to the Senator from 
Maine for his courtesy in suggesting that I should continue, but 1 
will not detain the Senate more than a moment. 

The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] admits that 
when we were considering the Wilson bill he moved to increase 
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one cent 


1 
to this issue. I assart now, statement—and 
I think the memory of every Senator who was then in this body 
will confirm what | state—that the duty proposed by the commit- 
tee of one cent and two-tenths, which was a reduction of 1 cent 
per pound from the McKinley rate, was resisted by every - 


juni Senator from Bemnayivania Pe: Qe am 
unior . QUAY] was 

eager then t to retain the original if he could 
io uo babies thas ts dea be si 

What I state, and that is the 

was a test of the tw 


cent and 
and five-tenths per pound. Why he did sois utterly 
notwithstanding 


utterly immaterial to the 
and which the record shows. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator allow me right there to ask 
him a question? 
Mr. VEST. Certainly. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Does 
which has taken place in the 
to the existence of the duty eae eS bill? 
Mr. VEST. No, Mr. President, Ido not. I think it would be 
well if that duty were reduced. I believe that the manufacturers 
in the United States, with our natura! resources, can te 


with foreign manufacturers with only the difference 

the cost o on and labor. 
Mr. ALDRI I will ask the Senator another question. Does 

he think that if 20 per cent ad valorem or any other 

revenue duty had been fixed on tin plate at that 

would have 


resources of this country, by the 
the superiority of inventive skill 
the best in the world. Let any man go to Europe 
their methods of production then come home and 
We talk about difference 
in one hour can produce more 
foreign workman in two hours, 
We are the most inventive 
le in the world we can best. 
. ALDRICH. I dislike to we ae . 
will not interrupt him I should like to ask him still another ques- 
tion. How does he explain ese Se wie Set 
the act of 1890 not a pound of tin plate was made in the United 


States? 

Mr. VEST. Simply asi would explain the absence of any other 
article in the United State prior to the time when our people 
engaged in its manufacture. ‘ 

. FRYE. Will the Senator allow me? 

Mr. VEST. R 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator can not do that, because when 
was no duty on tin plate, at three different times we tried 
the United States to manufacture tin plate, and 


starti 
plate a broke them down. It was an absolute fail 
was any success until the duty was placed on tin p 


oe 
Mr. VEST. I beg the Senator’s 


tric 
produced no tin plate in the Uni was because 


talists could not see their way make it 
did not have the skilled labor. did not 
the necessary methods. It was not 
tective tariff; it was simply to 
ery and the men to work it. minute that 
capitalists around ee they make money 
by manufacturing tin and Peon A, pein on 
ery, brought the laborers here went into - 
ness, and then found immediately, not by virtue of tion, 
but because of our natural resources, that we could not only com- 
pote, but that we mes: Seer ene ee er eee 
is article. 
Mr. FRYE. But, if the Senator will allow me, it is 
singular that this watchful of the United States 

i not get the skilled labor 

until was a duty 
McKinley Act. 

. VEST. That duty was put on under the universal 
for protection which comes to us when any tariff bill is made. 
The Senator from Rhode Island, for instance, that 









: 


PaFE 
a 


ae 


geek 
iis 
: 
f 
: 
f 
; 


ee Sree Soe oe There were In any 
- history of this Government. How do they ac- 
count fcr it? believe that these astute men, these shrewd 


Do they 
capitalistsin. the United States, would put their money in a losing 
believe that new woolen mills would be put ap 
free th ie. dead ta the woolen infuresta of the Unite 

States? No, Mr. President, they were put up and were in opera- 
statements of the Woolen and 

Cottnet Bnaeneas send thas are agen to-day so far as I know. 
the woolen manufacturers 


more on, he says what is true of any interest in the 
United States when you once —_ the door for tariff legislation. 
Mr. FRYE. Mr. i desi that is 


5 re just one word, 

simply to. say that from my own personal know. there never 
has been a time since I have had anything to do with public affairs 
when the woolen industry of this country was as near dead as it 


tr VES 
a Mr. T. aoe friend permit —_ Is not that observa- 

on true in regard to every interest in eountry? 

Mr. FRYE. WNotatall. It is not. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. How about the farming interest? 

Mr. VEST. [do not know how it is in Maine, but I know that 
in the State of Missouri, the fifth State in the Union, there never 

uch i i among the farmers of the country; 

tsof business. 


mills in the United States had their doorsclosed. Secretary North, 
of the American Wool Association, replied by saying i 
that one-half the woolen mills their doors closed, 


i 


I was in a little town called Dexter, where 
Four of them had their doors closed, 


: 
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Mr. FRYE. The Senator is assuming altogether too much. 
The entire domestic crop of wocl in the United States has not 
been consumed. 

Mr. MILLS. A little fraction of it has gone to Mexico and 
Canada, but the great body of it has been consumed here. 

Mr. FRYE. A very large fraction of it is lying in the barns 
and storehouses to-day because it could only be sold at from 12 
to 15 cents per pound. The farmers of this country could not 
afford to raise wool and sell it at any such price, and they have 
held on to it, hoping for better times. The increase of importa- 
tions, as a matter of course, comes from the fact that wool is on 
the free list. 

Mr. MILLS. But it is being manufactured, of course. 

Mr. FRYE. Undoubtedly it is being manufactured, but we 
would manufacture twice as much if all the woolen mills of the 
United States were running. There has been an immense falling 
off in the cons tion of wool in the United States, but not in 





the im tion of wool. The Senator is right about that. 
Mr. But if the consumption stopped the importation 
would stop. 


Mr. FRYE. The trouble with the wool schedule is not that the 
duty is not high enough. lt is my judgment that that same duty 
on woolen manufactures with free wool if in a jifferent form 
would be all the duty the woolen manufacturers of this country 
would require; but. itis a fact that under an entire ad valorem 
duty on woolen goods where the duty is 40 per cent not over 25 
per cent has been collected at. our custom-houses. That is a fact 
which everybody who knows anything about the subject recog- 
nizes. The result is that almost for the first time in our history 
this country has been literally swamped, inundated, with the 
ch t, poorest, shoddiest kind of woolen goodsever brought into 
it. Thatis the trouble; and allthese little mills in the United States 
that made the common American goods for the wear of the average 
man have been compelled to stop. The trouble is not with the 
high-priced goods, but it is with the low-priced goods, where they 
are gotten in under an ad valorem tariff. 

I think I could take the woolen schedule to-day and arrange it, 
without increasing the real ad valerem duty, so that it would 
afford ample prot.c.ion to the American manufacturer. I could 
take the cotton scheduie—I am not complaining of that schedule— 
and by making not more than three amendments I[ could make it 
as good a tariff as the cotton manufacturers of the United States 
wish for. I could take your iron and steel schedule, with two or 
three amendments, and make it as. good a schedule as the protec- 
tionists of this country would ask for. 


The woolen scheduleis the very worst in the whole lot. It has 
worked mischief from the beginning to the end, and will continue 
to do so as long as it is permitted to remain. Whatever other 
causes may combine to make business bad, that is the trouble. 


Mr. VEST. Will my friend answer me one question? 

Mr. FRYE. Certainly. 

Mr. VEST. Why is it that in 1895 under the Wilson law 65 
new mills were constructed in this country, and only 45 were con- 
structed under the McKinley law in 1892? 

Mr. FRYE. I will answer the Senator by asking him a ques- 
tion. Why is it. that a magnificent mill in my city which, with 
the machinery in it, cost $500,000, not less than three months ago 
was sold for $14,000? 

Mr. VEST. Because it was not profitable, I suppose. 

Mr. FRYE. But cotton factories are being built, nevertheless, 
in other of the country. 

Mr. VEST. I can not answer the Senator's question without 
knowing all the circumstances of the case and something of the 
men who conducted the business. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator knows as well as I do—only he attrib- 
utes it to an entirely different cause—that there is no money in 
manufacturing in the United States. It does not make any differ- 
ence what it is; there is no money in it. 

Mr. MILLS. Why not? 

Mr. FRYE. Take it down in Nashville, where you say you can 
manufacture cheaper than we can in the North; when I was there 
—— were four big cotton mills, anc three of them had their doors 


Mr. VEST. Ido not know as.to specific instances, but I have 
been informed—and I think the Southern Senators here will cor- 
roborate what I eae all the depression and failure of 
Seno » Suspensions, and receiverships that have obtained 
in this.country for the last six or seven years the exception has 
My information is that they 
have steadily paid their dividends, that they have been profitable 
ev! here in that section, and that new mills are being put. up 
for very reason that that class of manufacture is profitable. 
I may be mistaken, but that is the result of what I have read in 
the newspapers and what I have been told by friends interested 
in such enterprises. 

Mr. FRYE. I only state what I was told in Nashville, where 
the mills were pointed out to me. 
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Mr. VEST. I understand the cotton mills have largely increased 
in number, and I have heard the assertion made repeatedly that 
they have paid their dividends when all other corporations, banks, 
and factories of every description in the North have been unable 
to do so. 

Talking about the consumption of wool, I received this morning 
a circular from Justice, Bateman & Co., who are the apostles of 
protection in the way of cotton merchants and brokers 

Mr. ALDRICH and others. Wool. 

Mr. VEST. Woo! and cotton both. 

Mr. FRYE. Not cotton. 

Mr. VEST. Ithink they also deal in cotton, but possibly prin- 
cipally in wool. What I was about to say was that they call 
attention to the alarming fact that there is now about to be 
imported into this country an enormous quantity of Australian 
wool, equaling, they state. two-thirds of the entire product of 
Utah in a single year, and possibly some other sheep-growing 
State or Territory, and that unless something be done, this country 
will be absolutely flooded with foreign wool. Now, I ask the 
question which the Senator from Texas [Mr. MILLs] asked, and 
which will suggest itself to even an unreflecting mind, Why is this 
enormous quantity of wool being brought to this country? Is it 
brovu tht here for spectacular pur ? Is it simply brought here 
to pay transportation, to be exhibited, and not used? It can not 
be consumed for food; it must be manufactured. Why is it that 
this wool is being brought here, unless there is a demand for it, 
and unless it is consumed by our manufacturers? s 

As I said before in the same connection, why were there more 
mills put up in 1895 under the Wilson law than in any other year 
in the histcry of the wool industry in this country? 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, I think I can answer the question 
the Senator asks. Here is a bill called the Dingley bill pending 
in the Senate of the United States when Bateman made his 
report—— 

r. VEST. Iam talking about 1895. 

Mr. FRYE. Iam talking about Bateman’'s report, to which the 
Senator referred, in which he complains there was an enormous 
quantity of wool being imported into the United States now, or 
a threat of importation, and the Senator wants to know what is 

oing to be done with it if it is not going to be manufactured. 
With that Dingley bill panting, and with the threat of 6 cents a 

und, in these times there is ample justification for any man, 
Por speculative purposes, to buy and bring wool into the United 
States and hold it against the passage of the Dingley bill. They 
do not know that the Dingley bill is not going to a on the con- 
trary, the people of the United States are demanding that it shall 
pass, and any number of them, because a Senator the other day 
called up the Dingley bill in this Senate, assumed for that reason 
that he was going to support the Dingley bill, that a majority 
would support the Dingley bill, and that it would become a law. 

Then, again, there is held'out to the world—and the world 
knows it perfectly well; the world has received notice—that if it 
is possible there will: be“a* tariff bill passed within the next five 
months which will in certain directions increase protection, nota- 
bly upon wool. There was inducement enough for a speculator 
to buy wool in Australia, where he can get it for 6 cents a pound, 
and it does not cost him more than 3 cents additional to land it 
in New York in the steamer, insurance and all. There is induce- 
ment enough to the speculator to buy enormous quantities of wool 
and put it into the warehouses in the United States. 

Mr. VEST. Does the Senator think it is brought here simply 
to be stored? 

Mr. FRYE. I think thata good deal of it is brought here on 
speculation, and I venture to predict that the Senator wil! find 
within — a oe ein this Sn = hee 
passing the Dingley bill— ieve in passing the Dingley bill sim- 
ply to prevent this country being flooded with this ulative 
importation—that the importations into this country of all man- 


ner of goods will be increased to an enormous extent within the 
next four months. 


Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President—— 

Mr. VEST. - If the Senator will excuse me for just a moment I 
shall be done. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I was about to make a few suggestions in 
response to the questions asked by the Senator from Texas and 
the Senator from Missouri. Both those Senators seemed to assume 
that because we have large importations of wool that is an infalli- 
ble indication that we have prosperity in wool manufacturing and 
woolgrowing. Suppose that all the wool consumed in the United 
States was imported, what would then happen? Would the 
domestic woolgrower be better off? An increase in the importa- 
tions of foreign wool with a stationary consumption or a falling 
off of consumption in the United States means the exclusion of 
the American wer from the American market and the destruc- 
tion of the flocks of the American shepherd, and nothing else; and 
the practical result shows that. 


VEST. In reply to the suggestion of the Senator from 
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Rhode Island—taking that up first—as to the 


“oto 
wool, I ae to one le fact which is that under 
the McKinley high- rates on wool there was a constant fall in 
the price of domestic wool and a decline more rapidly under the 
McKinley law than ever before or 


since. 
Mr. M aed oe nee . Will the Senator allow me? 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Will the Senator state the differ- 
ence in the prices of domestic and foreign wool, that is, the prices 
d, and other 


Act? 
question that I 


Mr. VEST. 


= this country and the ae in ae ae 
oreign countries, pending the operation 
Mr. VEST. I do not see how that affects the 


put. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I think it very 

Mr. VEST. Enormous duties were put upon wool 
it was stated, to put eee domestic wool to the Ameri- 
coe shaee grocer. Wie of doing that it has put it down. ° 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Does not the Senator w 
be a fact that ——— operation of the McKinley Act on 
the price of wool in country was over and above the 
Bradford, England, and all foreign countries to an extent equal 
to the amount of the duty? 

Mr. VEST. That might have been so, but that does not answer 
the question. It might have been so, and I do not even controvert 
it. I have heard the statement made before, and I have heard it 
contradicted aes good on as made it. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. can not. be any question 


about it. 

Mr. VEST. But even if so, it does not explain the fact that the 
McKinley high tariff on wool did not give a better price to the 
domestic grower, and Mr. La se, the king of 
explains = by — the pr prs ; rn re the 
country durin; © operation McKinley law, that. 
Acencestinetion of silver—unpalatable as that may be—cansed 
decline in the price of wool. If anybody is 


EF 


oes 


17, whick is the basis of the : 
Oregon, he will find the statement of Mr. Lawrence to 
Mr. President, to hear the Senator 
ny sort are closed now. I was 
cKinley was elected we ve prosperity 
in every department of trade in this country, and I am therefore 
unable to explain how it is that the mills that were closed before 
the election were not opened the minute the result was known. 
Mr. FRYE. We are living under Democratic laws now. 
Mr. VEST. It was certain, however, that those laws would be 
temporary. Now, the Senator tells us that these men who, accord- 
ing to Justice, Bateman & Co., will in this enormous amount 
of Australian wool are doing so u that the 
Dingley bill will pass. The from Nebraska 
when he made the motion to take up the bill, 
a reply to an nen made on the 
to su t, and it is an secret 
ead, in the tomb of’ thé eg ser 
could any man here or abroad think 
an enormous increase in tariff duties wi [ 
as President? Everybody assumed that when he 
would again undertake to put in force in 
which existed under the McKinley law, or 
as nearly as ble. Does anybody believe 
buying up this Australian w 
transportation upon it, and 
uncertainty in to what 
tors and capitalists do not know exactly 
in this country to-day in the way of 
No, Mr. President, the fact remains, 
that more woolen mills were put up in 1 
that 250,000,000 pounds of f wool 
and were consumed under the 
which were manufactured out of these 
somebody, and that the statement that 
the wool interests of the United States 
or woolgrowers has been absolutely refuted’ 
disproved. nee 
ook: ae oe I — very briefly = - 
nate to some of the ‘peculiarities argument 
Senator from Missouri. That Senator and his great leader 
Cleveland —— - 
Mr. VEST. mo former leader. 
Mr. ALDRICH. [accept the 
They have always insisted that 
Serefore a igeeat Manne 
ore a p was 
of the United States by the 
the Senator says that the act of 1890, which 
rate of duty upon wool that was ever placed by 
tory of the Government, reduced price of f 
itself reduced the price of wool to the people of the U: 
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other side that 
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How the Senator make that agree with the argument which 
RE ere aed times upon this floor that a high rate of 


duty-—— . 
Mi. VEST. Will the Senator permit me? ' 
Mr. ALDRICH. I shall be very glad to hear the Senator. 
Mr. VEST. I have always stated that no other influence could 
otwithstan a te hi 7" den, the eee weak 
interest. ese u of woo 
went down in the United Ps that that act 
increase the price in favor of the c woolgrower 
to be false, for in spite of any duty you could put on it 
made the of wool fall. 
: How does he explain the 
upon the free list the price went up 
time? 
ae eee een eens» higher now 
1894, when Wilson. bill passed. 
I understand the Senator now to state that 
the price of wool which followed the enactment of 
1890 was not on account of the duty placed by that act 
but from other causes, and that that duty had nothing 
wi Am I correct in that assumption? 
. Mr. President, I have never undertaken to say that 
m of those duties caused of itself that fall in the price 
Tt is sufficient to me from my standpoint to say that it 
did not increase the price, as it was the contention of the Senator 
and his associates it would do, when they put that enormous duty 


w wool, . 

Mer. CH. The Senator from Missouri understands as 
well as I do—for it has been demonstrated in this Chamber and 
pep emer os ag Se eee ee, eee 
decrease _price of w oversees oO e 
1890, a decrease putas ie tee in 
the world to improved methods in 

same quality of wool relatively wi 
the duty here 
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exactly the amount 
abroad. That was the effect of the McKinley Act, 
the effect which it was expected would follow the 
that act. ' 
' Why did the price not go down when the duty 
The Senator asks why the 
net.go down when the duty was taken off. 
ape peeenee of the act——__- 
ALDRICH. A feeling that the removal of the duties would 
that the price would go down. Those 
always anticipated. If we were to puta duty of 12 cents 
a on wool to-day, the market would not remain stationary 
until that bill became a see ree would get an anticipation of 
that in an increase in the price 
the price of wool in antici 


fie] 
: 


ie 


a of wool did 
ere might have 


Mr. 


act a natural reaction, but it was very 
There t have been perhaps other causes; but the 
producer of wool knows as well as I do, and as well as 
from Missouri himself knows, that the t low 
is owing to the removal of those duties by the Wil- 


Why is the price of wool higher than it was then? 

+ ae Oh, no; it is not. 

: . er ene ae 

- ALDRICH and Mr. FRYE. t is not higher in the United 
It is higher in the United States now than it was 


sewewePtcee 
ei 


VEST. 


: 
z 


Sh 


VEST. Here is the report. 
ALDRICH. I the Senator will give us the date. I 
think the woolgrowers of the United States be very much sur- 
to ee ee re eee 
VEST. from the New York 

ber 10, 1896: 
and West Virginia XX wool, 19 to 20 cents. 


of Oregon. . That is since the el 
election. 
( . Yes; December 10. 
CH. What was the price in 1890? 
.. From 18 to 19 cents. 
Oh, no; not the same class of wool. A Sena- 
the wool clip of his own State was sold for 


iia ches and 22 cents in 1890. 

about XX Ohio wool, which the 
furnished a table in his great speech 
has been no time since 1890 that XX 


ork at 19 and 20 cents. It was worth 
time, or 33 cents, as I remember it. 
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Mr. VEST. I will ask the Secretary to read the tables taken 
from the market report, if the Senator will permit me. 
Mr. ALDRICH. rtainly. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CurLtTon inthe chair). The 
; will read as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
WOOL. 


ear after the McKinley bill took effect. Ohio, 
XX was worth in the Boston market 30 to 


In mber, 1891, about one 
vania, and West Vi 


31 cen! 
In October, 1802, the same grade was worth in the same market 28 to 20 
cents, being a fall of 2 cents a pound. 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia X was worth in September, 1891, in 
the Boston market, 29 to 30 cents. 

In October, 1802, it was worth in the same market 27 to 27}. 


In Se: oar, 1891, No. 1 was worth in the Boston market 35 to 36 cents, and 
cen’ 


No. 
In 1892, No. 1 was worth in the same market 32} to 33 cents, and 
No. 2, 31} to #2 cents. 


a ae ber, 1891, fine unwashed was worth in the Boston market 21 to 23 
cen’ 

In October, 1892, it was worth 19 to 20 cents. 

In the Boston market in September, 1891, Michigan, New York, and New 


was worth 27 cents. 


In October, san, was worth 53 to 56 cents. s 
aa Sener, 1891, Texas (scoured) was worth in the Boston market 60 to 
0 


ce 
In October, 1892, 56 to 58 cents. 


Mr. ALDRICH. I think the Secretary has read sufficient to 
answer . which was to show that Michigan wool about 
1890, and prior to that time, ranged from 33 to j4cents. The same 
wools are now about 19 or 20 cents, about equivalent to the differ- 
ence in the duty. 

Mr. MILLS. The price has been falling all the time. 

Mr. VEST. Let the Secretary read on to show what was the 
effect of the McKinley law and the Wilson law. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Now, I ask your attention to the operation of the Wilson Act. In Septem- 
ber, 1804, immediately after the of the Wiison Act. XX wool, the same 

uality of Ohio wool, waar worth in the Boston market 18 to 19 cents; Decem- 


9, 1805, it was worth in the same market 19 to 21 cents. Fine, unwashed, 


was worth in m ber, 1804.12 to 13 cents; it was worth a year afterwards, 


Wtoltcents. Fine, unmerchantable, was worth in Sep- 
15 cents; December 19, 1895, it was worth 14 to 15 cents, 
a gradual improvement in yews during one year under the Wilson 
law. ese res are taken from the American Wool and Cotton Reporter 
for December 19, 1895, which I have and can produce if necessary. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Mr. President, I wish to make a 
statement. The same es of wool in the Pacific Coast States— 
that is, California, Cuagen, and Washingtion--which, under the 

ration of the McKinley Act, en on an average from 14 to 
18 cents a pound, could not be sold for 5 cents a peund at any 
time during the last eo until within a short time past; in fact, 
these same grades of wool in Oregon, to my certain knowledge, 
that brought from 14 to 18 cents a pound during all the time of 
the operation of the McKinley Act, sold as low as 4 cents a pound, 
and no advances whatever could be had from merchants at 5 cents 
a pound. Recently the price of wool has slightly gone up in 


0 

Me. ALDRICH. Mr. President, the Senator from Montana 
hands me a statement of the relative prices of wool in that State 
in 1890 and 1896. The average price in 1890 was 17 cents; in 1896 
it was 6 cents, a difference of 11 cents a pound. 

Mr. VEST. Not in Boston. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I am not specially contending over what is 
the price in Boston, but Iam undertaking to show that the wool 

ucers of the United States have suffered to the extent of the 
mty which was removed by the act of 1894. The price of wool 


ber, t 
tember, 1894, 13 to 
show 


to-day is less by almost exactly the amount of duty than it was 
in the prior to 1890. 
Mr. 'T. - Where? 


Mr. ALDRICH, Everywhere in the country, in all the mar- 
kets. Ihave already stated that in Boston—we will take Boston, 
if you please—— 

‘ . Boston is the great wool market. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It is one of the great wool markets. 

Mr. VEST. It is the great wool market of the United States. 

Mr. ALDRICH. But the wool producers of the country are 
quite as much interested in the markets of Oregon and Washing- 
ton and Montana. 

Mr. GEAR. Philadelphia is the great wool market. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I thinkthe Senator from Iowaisright. Prob- 
ae is more wool sold in Philadelphia than anywhere else 
in country. 

Mr. VEST. 
and New 


del 
r. ALDRICH.. What I am saying is that the price of wool 
was 12 and 13 cents a pound higher in 1890 than it is in 1896. 
Mr. MILLS. The Senator knows it has been falling every year. 
Mr. ALDRICH. What I mean to say further is that, while 
there has been a gradual decline in the price of wool all vver the 


ma eae of wool are sold in Boston, Phila- 
ork. 
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world, so long as a protective tariff was maintained in the United 
States the wool —— of this country received the full benefit 
in the increased price of their wool up to the very hour of its 
repeal. I think there is nothing iu the whole history of tariff leg- 
islation which shows so plainly the beneficent results of the pro- 
tective system as the benefits which the farmers of the United 
States have received from the protective tariff on wool. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. President, it is a fact known to every gentle- 
man in this Chamber, because of course they are all well informed 
on this question, which they have been discussing for a generation 
and more, that wool has been steadily, persistently falling ever 
since 1860 under all tariffs. We commenced in 1863 toput up the 
tariff for the protection of wool, and the tariff climbed and climbed 
until the climax was reached in 1890; and yet year by year and 
year by year wool continued to fall, and when the tax was put on 
in 189) at the demand of the Wool Growers’ Association to save 
from sacrifice that product in the United States, it continued still 
to fall. It fell from 1890 to 1891, and 1892, and 1893, and 1804, 
and when wool was put on the free list the price fell a little for a 
few months, and then rose a cent or two per pound. 

But when the Senator from Rhode Island | Mr. ALDRICH] says 
that domestic wool in the United States has enjoved the full ben- 
efit of the protection placed upon it, he skips ove: a period of five 
years to make a comparison. The Senator from Rhode Island 
will not state in this assembly that the tariff duty of 11 centsa 
pound on unwashed wool imposed by the MeKinley Act was taken 
off the price of American. wool the es after the Wilson bill was 

ssed and became a law. If the domestic wool of the United 

tates enjoys the benefit of the protective duty, if the price is 
=o by the fiat of law, then, sir, when the duty was taken 
off by law the protection of the domestic wool was taken off by 
law. But it was not the fact. The wool is as high to-day, at 
least, as it was when you had your duty on it under the McKinley 
law, and there are other reasons than the tariff which, as my 
friend the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] stated, affect the 
prices of wool, 

The Senator from Rhode Island is well posted on this question— 
as well as any gentleman in this Chamber. He knows that from 
the beginning of the high duties on wool domestic manufacturers 
in the United States have been putting in cotton and shoddy and 
hair and rags and everything that escapes duty as a substitute for 
wool. American wool has nm displaced by those substitutes, 
and that has produced the depression.in the price of wool in great 
measure. Iwassitting down the other day with this coat on, which 
I supposed was made of American cloth, and feeling along the edge 
of it 1 found some hair sticking out, and I pulled out a half dozen 
horsehairs more than a foot long, placed there as a substitute for 
wool, for the protection of the American woolgrower. [Langh- 
ter.] Let my friends go and read the statistics given by our cen- 
sus. They show from 1860 to the present time a most marvelous 

wth in the utilization of substitutes in place of wool in the 
omestic naufactures of the United States. 

Now, I know you are going to put back your duty. You are 

oing to pass your bill in the next Congress, for you will then 
con a majority in both branches and the President of the United 
States. Ido not think there is any doubt about it. 
lieve you are going to do it here now, however. I am not given 
to waling predictions, but when yuu put back the duty on wool 
at 6 cents or 10 cents, or any other amount, I make the prediction 
here that there will not be one-tenth of 1 cent increase in the 
price of American wool occasioned by it. 

Mr. GEAR. I should like to inform my friend the Senator 
from Texas that the long hairs which he pulled out of his coat 
were put in by the tailor who made it, to stiffen the collar. 
[Langhter. 

Mr. MILLS. No, sir; they were woven in. That is the way 
the Senator attempts to get out of it. 

Mr. GEAR, I wish also to say to my friend the Senator from 
Texas that in the district which I formerly represented in Con- 
gress there is a good deal of wool raising. In 1890 and ail through 
the pendency of the McKinley law the price of wool in that dis- 
trict was 19 to 21 cents. When the so-called McKinley law was 
repealed there was an immediate drop of 10 cents a pound, and 
the farmers of that district have not had more than 10 or 11 cents 
a pound from that day until within sixty days of the election of 
McKinley, when wool advanced a little—1 or 2 cents. 

Some Germans in my home town are large dealers in wool. I 
drop into their estabti nts occasionally and look at their stock. 
They are holding 200,000 pounds of wool to-day of this year’s crop, 
1896, at 10 and 11 cents, expecting, as they have the right to do, that 
when we have a majority in both Houses we will put a fair, mod- 
erate duty on wool for the benefit of the woolgrowers. They are 
Democrats, but they appreciate the situation, that it will enhance 
the price of tae wool they have on ‘ 

vr. CHANDLER. Whil e the Senator from Texas is thinking 
over the statement of the Senator from Iowa, I think it my duty 
to call up the immigration bill. I would not doso if I saw any 


I do not be- 


& 


encneragupent to believe that there would be immediate 
n the i 
from Nebraska [ 
day, but upon interroga 
to receive no support 
{Mr. Vest], at w i 
on it at length, bet I 
lets. Whether the Senator 
ate is the tomb of the Capulets or that 
as now constituted is the tomb of the Capulets, 
but the Senatorspenta great deal of time in 
he says is dead. 

It seems to me, Mr. President, 
discussion upon the bill until it is before 
hope of its passing. The Senator 
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for a moment 
. Not to resume the woolen discussion, Mr. 


Mr. ALD nai : Roster ee pander op Saat 
take my own su . I suppose I could speak on 
Senator refers to, but I prefer to—— 

Mr. ALLEN rose, 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Nebraska will be sure to 
reply, and I would just as soon have the debate the immi- 

Dill, if the Senator from Rhode Isim.d is quite willing, 

Mr. ALLEN. Before the Senator from New Hampshire 
his er and we — from this very interesting subject, I 
should like to know if it is settled in Republican upon 
other side of the Charaber—— 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Nebraska will allow me 
to interrupt him. I must yield first to the Senator from Rhode 
Island if I yield at all; but if the Senator from Nebraska will 
Fee ee ee ee eee 

ter. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, in the course of some remarks 

i i e upon this question in 1894, 1 had 
published in the REcoRD a statement of the comparative] of 
wool in this country and in England, equivalent qualities 
in both cases. The quotations came from the very highest author- 
ity in London and in this country. That table showed conelu- 


the Chamber that the Dingley 
ther is to be done with it? 
Mr. CHANDLER. It 
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of the President of the United States. Now, does the Senator 
think—and I a to his intelligence, to which he alluded a mo- 


life being more sincere, I put the question, whether it is really 
ee kal aaeet ell the Warubllens eatie'sx oeedine tae ee 


[aaa measure in midstream, or whether it is the to | ment ago—that President Cleveland would sign a tariff act with a 
it up, consider it in a dignified manner, and pass it, or havé ver attachment? 
it defeated, as the case may be? Mr. ALLEN. The President of the United States has become a 


mblican. I should like to hear any gentleman point ovt the 
difference between the political principles be advocates to-day and 
the principles advocated by the Republican party. You would 
have to put pte upon Sa principles of the Republican party and 
a tag upon princi of Grover Cleveland before you could 


ween . 

Mr. GALLINGER. Will the Senator permit me again? I do 

not desire to interrupt him unjustifiably. 
_Mr. ALLEN. It is no inte ion at all. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I think Senator is right,so far as con- 
cerns free silver coinage in this country under existing conditions; 
both the Republican party and the President of the United States 
are committed against it. Hence, Ll agaiff ask him if he thinks the 
President would sign @ tariff bill with a free-silver attachment? 

Mr. ALLEN. Ido notstand close enough to His Excellency to 
know what he would do. I assume, however, that he is a convert 
to icanism. He has no party of hisown. He lost control 
of the Democratic party at Chicago last summer. He has a fol- 
lowing of barely 125,000 in the United States calling themselves 
Gold Democrats. I assume, therefore, that the President has gone 
over body and soul, and that includes a good deal, to the Repub- 
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but there is the House of Representatives, which will not adopt | lican party. 
the , and there is a President of the United States—| Mr. GALLINGER. Will the Senator from Nebraska permit 
he is not my President, although he did all he could to help to i 


again? 
ae ALLEN. Let me answer the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. 
Mr. GALLINGER. Very well. 
Mr. ALLEN 


some Populist. It can . Why, then, under those circumstancer, would he 
not be done; as the Senator from says, it is all | not sign a moderate tariff bill, such as our Republican friends say 
leather and to up here and talk about the bill when Se to present? 
they in breath as a dead bill, as a bill . GALLINGER. The Senater asserts with a good deal of 


characterize it 
which is in the tomb of the Capulets. 
Mr. ALLEN. I do not. believe the bill is dead. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Then will the Senator help us to get this 
amendment off of it? 
Mr. ALLEN. I think that statement was simply ic license 
on the part of “he Senator from Missouri. I do not believe as he 


earnestness that the President of the United States is a Republican, 
because he agrees with the Republican party upon financial prin- 
ciples. If that be true, he must be a Popalist, because he agrees 


with the Populist pute upon the tariff question. 

Mr. ALLEN. 0; he Som not even agree with the Populist 
party upon the tariff question. 

Mr. GALLINGER. What is the difference? You would have 
to tag the Populist party and the President to discover the ditfer- 


They have 44 Senators. more give power to ence. 

any bill see fit to pass in this . Herein the Dingleybill| Mr. ALLEN. Not at all. There is not a Populist principle 
is the ion for as nigha ve measure as you may see | which any man whocan read and see can not understand. I know 
fit to adopt. You have your foundation laid. You have | of no principle that is advocated by the Populist party of which 


the President is an adherent. But that is neither here nor there. 

Mr. GALLINGER. It is. 

Mr. ALLEN. Why does not the Republican party in this 
Chamber, having jurisdiction now of the subject-matter, take the 
Dingley bill, w was urged last winter sostrongly by the senior 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN], and upon that build a perma- 
nent tariff measure? I recall well ing the senior Senator from 
Ohiosay, after we had twice refused totake up the bill, that he would 
call it up himself at another time. But he never yet has done so. 
That statement occurs in his remarks of February 25 last, I think 
itis. It has never been done. 1 have no doubt that the influence 
of the Republican ty i both branches of Congress would be 


the inte! 

construct oes eee ene 

Mr. President, I do not believe that the tariff question is so great 
a question—I may not have the proper conception of it, however— 


are threatened here wit Sccaaek Mietieaees acal ant i 
believe the most sensible thing that this could do, if it 
could be done, and I believe the country would approve of it, 
would be to adjournand not convene for two years. e country 


would receive some rest. sufficient to induce the President of the-United States to sign a 
The Senator from New Hampshire understands quite well that | moderate tariff act. 

there is some reasonabie prospect of the present C Executive | A moment ago I heard the Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye] and 
this bill or @ tariff measure. He has committed | I also heard the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALpricu]|, who 
to the doctrine of gold monometallism. I un- | is the great apostle of protection, speak about the decline in the 
derstand he and when he comes in contact with | price of wool as though the decline in the price of that article 
his Republican at joint victory achieved in the | were due entirely to tariff legislation or a lack of protection. 
fall, congratulating Hepabtican united vic- | But I did not hear either one of those Senators say anything 
tory and the vindication of blican dockrine of id mono- | about the price of farm produce in general. The wool industry 
metallism. rs One this Chamber and in the other | must be protected by law, while the great mass of farmers from 
branch of Congress is toinduce | the Atlantic to the Pacific must go without protection in any 
ee a form, with the prices of their products constantly failing, until 
Mr. G. ith a free-silver amendment? they have reached a point where they will not bring two-thirds 
Mr. ALLEN. My friend the Senator from New Hampshire | of the cost of production. If the corn and articles of that kind 
ew GALLINGER] seems to have gone mad _ the subject of | which are grown in the great Mississippi Valley are to sell at 
silver. Not only have I never yet heard Senator—I say | present prices, then the more cheap wool this country can have 

it in kindness~-offer a reason why silver should not be , | the better off it will be. 
but apiece pe him offer a decent and respectable subter- | The Senator from Khode Island desires to raise the price of 
or ee oe ores the coinage of silver wool to the consumers, and yet he is not willing to give one letter 
. & GER. W Senator from Nebraska permit | or one line of legislation to raise the price of general farm prod- 
me? ucts to the farmer. He wishes to know what is the difficulty. I 
Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. l to that Senator, who is a man of great knowledge upon 
Mr. GALLINGER. I think the Senator has heard President is question, and,for that matter, upon all other subjects, to 
Cleveland offer reasons against it. state whether it is not true that this country has to-day mere 
Mr. ALLEN. Never. manufactured articles than it can consume in the next two or 
Mr. GALLINGER. And if bill is passed with free- | three years. The factories are full of manufactured articles; 
silver attachment it will have to receive or jobbing houses are full of them. The stores in the cities and the 
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country towns are full of articles to be sold.. There never was 
more wheat and corn and oats and cotton and tobacco in- this 
country than there is to-day. Why are not these articles ex- 
changed, commerce enlivened, and money put into circulation? 
Mr. President, it is simply because the volume of money is so low 
that farm produce brings nothing. The farmer can not convert 
it into money, or into sufficient money, and therefore he can not 
purchase the surplus articles of the manufacturer; and that is all 
there is to it. 

Now, I say to the other side of the Chamber that so far as I am 
concerned ens I will not place a thing in your pathway 
to obstruct a reasonable tariff measure from your standpoint. 
You have cried tariff from every hilltop in this country for the 
last six months. You have succeeded in deluding the country: 
You have told the people that our ee, would be brought 
about by the reenactment of a tariff law. i think we can dem- 
onstrate to the country the falsity of that statement quicker by 
permitting you to pass such an act and by that means draw the 
attention of the people of the country once more to the only great 
issue, the financial yuestion. 

Mr. SHERMAN obtained the floor. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator from Ohio allow me to 
make a remark? I suggest that the immigration bill go over 
to-day and be taken up after the routine morning ‘business to- 
morrow, its consideration to be continued until the hour for vot- 
in —. agreed upon. - 

Mr. TELLER. Before that is done I wish to saya word. Ido 
not like te object to the request, but.I wish to saya word or two, 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not propose to stop debate on this 
matter. 

Mr. TELLER. I do not propose to debate this question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think I cave the floor. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 1 merely desire to ask unanimous consent 
that the immigration bill may be taken up after the routine morn- 
ing business is finished to-morrow morning. 

Mr. TELLER. I will not object to that, after I can say a few 
words, which I can say-now. 

Mr. CHANDLER. ‘That bill is not now before the Senate. It 
is the Din ley bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairrecognized the Senator 
from Ohio. He will recognize the Senator from Colorado later. 

Mr. TELLER. I will wait until the Senator from Ohio gets 
th 


rough. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I will yield to the Senator from Colorado. I 
desire to make only a few remarks. 

Mr. TELLER. I will wait until the Senator from Ohio con- 
cludes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I do not wish to take part in 
the political feature of this debate, which has been very interest- 
ing, but only in the most important object of tariff ee 
and that is revenue. A deficiency of revenue caused by defective 
laws is almost a crime when committed by the Congress of the 
United States. 
raoney for the ordinary expenditures of the Government of the 
United States. That is usually done without any party friction. 
The question then is how to raise anate © pay those appropria- 
tions and to ae on the operations of the Government. is is 
the difficult problem to be solved by Con 
tion the two great parties honestly differ, one believing that 
duties may be levied upon imported goods for revenue only, while 
the other believes thatthe duties should be so levied that they shall 
protect, improve, and encourage domestic manufactures, as well as 


to furnish adequate revenue for the support of the Government. | 
This contention has existed between parties since the origin of- 
our Government, and is likely to continue while the Government’ 


lasts. The result has been that on account of this dispute now for 
several years the Government of the United States has expended 
more than the receipts, more than the taxes levied upon the peo- 
ple of the United States. This is a disgrace to any oo and 
ought to be corrected when the opportunity offers. Difference of 
opinion in the Senate of the United States has undoubtedly cre- 
ated this difficulty. 

Now, let me cail attention to the fact that from the close of the 
civil war until 1893 every year the Congress of the United States 
provided sufficient revenue to carry on the operations of the Gov- 
ernment, and not only to do that, but to pay off rapidly the public 
debt. I have before me the familiar statement which shows that 
from July 1, 1866; until the commencement of the Administration 
of Mr. Cleveland the receipts were ample to cover the expenses, 
and a surplus each year, which in the aggregate amounted to 
Cee which was applied to the payment of the public 

ebt. The ascertained interest-bearing debt at -the close of the 
war was about twenty-three or twenty-four hundred million dol- 
jars. The precise figures are contained in the books. That debt 
had been reduced to $385,000,000 prior to the coming in of the 
Admiaistration of Mr. Cleveland on his second term. The Demo- 
cratic party in Congress, in pursuance of their policy, then pro- 


It is the first duty of. Congress to appropriate. 


Upon that ques- | - 


the existing tariff law. Everybody knows—it is 
not a vsathet at doubt—that since time the receipts from 


customs duties have greatly declined. 

I have here a table which shows that in a year after the 

of the existing tariff law the revenues of the Government 

om customs fell some $50,000,000. It is found in this 
that the revenues in 1891 from customs were $219,000, 1893 
they were $177,090,000; in 1894 were $131 ,000,000. in 1895 
they were $152,000,000; showing that in each 
from the customs fell below those provided 
Act and the previ ws at least 

is the fault of 


That deficienc 
be no question about it. The provisions 


cient to furnish revenue for the s' 

that is mainly because it Steenand cael 

of s en sas au 

ow, that is undoubtedly true. ‘not reproach anybody 

it. I would desire myself to reduce the burden of taxation upon 

our people, but the people of the United States never utter a com- 

plaint when Congress will supply sufficient revenues to carry on 

the operations of the Government and y the 

debt. . Had it not been for the passage 

if the McKinley law had remained u 

ing the revenue it was shown to 

debt of the United Sta 

been paid off at the end o: 4 

is the fault of the existing order of things. 
I say, therefore, that I will at 

anyone, vote to proceed to the 

will increase the revenues 


-whether the bill is in the form 


States and to issue bonds for 
carry on the Government in time 
it would be a reproach to an 
marked and singular incident that 
instead of now being $585,000,000 an 
been increased $265,000,000. That 
tariff law. 
Sir, I do not care in what form it comes, upon 
may be made, I am willing to 
bill, the Dingley bill, that 
thing to be done is toadd to it sufficient 
shall not bo getng tahe Aci Huan te that can be done in 
not be going into year by year. . can 
a proper way, let it be done. We age Posen Bar re me, rb 
taxation, the mode and the manner of taxation; 


that isa matter of 

honest difference; but the duty should be performed in one way 

or the other, and it makes but little difference, as the bill 

posed is only a tem measure, whether it is done 

principles adopted. by.the Demoeratic--party- or-- the» 

ae ce | the an party. = , 

; r. VEST. Bg pry teer nae tt ; me to ask him 
ust-one question does not interrup’ 
Mr. SHERMAN 


. Certainly. 

Mr. VEST. The money statement of the Department 
the miorbitg shéweiens handel cae euee -six 
hundred thousand dollars over and above gold reserve. as it is 
called. What does the Senator propose to have done with that 


money? 
Mr. SHERMAN. That condition of affairs is caused by the 
The created a doubtas 


deficiency of revenue. 
we would be able to meet the expenses of the 
ment ae ee es : 
urpose of preserving parity of United 
i order to meet the current 


notes, and the money now indicated ¥ the 
States notes redeemed in nt 
from from the 


one hundred and twenty-six 


dollars is a part of the proceeds of 
understand that those proceeds are 
Mr. SHERMAN. A very 
bond sales. The bonds were 
redeemed in gold. This is 
of the Treasury. 
Mr. VEST. I will say, with great 
Ohio, that he does not answer 
Mr. SHERMAN. I did E 
Mr. VEST. It was not as to how the money came 
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what was done with the gold, ocr what has been done by the 
Treasury. but what does the Senator propose shall be 
done with the one hundred and twenty-six million and some odd 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
in the Treasury ublican times there was no difficulty 
cone capped th thirtee va ‘called 

duri nm years was the reserve upon 
for mare than $30,000,000. But the very moment the policy was 
adopted of having insufficient revenue, when every in t 
man knew that the Department had to fall upon and use the gold 
reserve, it created a doubt as toour ability or willingness to main- 


i . That has been the cause of it, and that 
is an tional 
emer 


to the Democratic party. That is the 
tariff revenue. 
All I wish to say is that if we can take up the Dingley bill I am 
y fast and loose and talk about 
silver -have no connection with a tariff 
preps we Soon rine Gore Nit ey “pode on treme ae abe 
of time; but if we can have any assurance 
Chamber that we can take up the 
h revenue in some way or other to 


carry on. of Government we will gladly join in that 
movement, t bill it is proposed shall last.but for a year, and 
it is not a matter of great im We can live through that 


year under it if necessary. It would be a wise act for this Con- 
gress, and for the Senate.especially, where the block is made, and 
where it ought to be rectified, to take up the Dingley bill sent to 
tatives, which, it is conceded, would 
ur revenues $40,000,000. We ought to pass it as it is, 
defective as it is, but without those riders which would prevent it 
from becoming a law. 

The silver rider was a mere cowardly evasion of a great and 
important duty. 1 say, with all the emphasis of the words I can 
give to it, that the proposition to go to the single silver standard— 
or thatis what it means—was introduced in to defeat the bill 
itself. It is renner but whether wrong or right in itself, it had no 


place on the bill. It had no connection with our revenues 
or It was put there to prevent the proper action of 
os in a revenue bill to on the operations of 
the Government. we can take up the bill andremove this diffi- 
culty in any > will aes 46: thele Gat 06 balp we 
along and means to on the Government, there would 


ey billasitis. I 
do not believe in many of its features; I do not believe in the prin- 
ciples which it is founded; still I will vote for it, because it 
would do that first and primary duty, it would increase the reve- 
nues of the Government and enable the Government to go on with- 


out goi et and every hour into debt more and more. 
- = PETTIGRE . May I ask the Senator from Ohio a ques- 
on ; 


Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to ask the Senator from Ohio 
if he thinks it would obviate the necessity of selling bonds to 
procure if the revenue was increased? 

Mr: AN. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. en I should like to ask a further ques- 
tion. Would the Senator be willing, if we passed, for instance, the 

to vote for an amendment to repeal the law of 1875 
the issue of bonds? 

% I do not think there is any law now author- 
izing the issue of bonds except the on act, which provides 
that gold shall be used as a to redeem United States notes. 
PETTIGREW. Under some authority bonds have been 
—— Under a pretended or real authority bonds have been 
SHERMAN. Yes. 

. PETTIGREW. I oo sane they were issued under the 
resum act.. Would the Senator consent to vote for an amend- 
Fe that authority, so that bonds could not be issued 

consent of ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. If nothing was done to impair the redemption 
fund, which is a thing, I would vote for any measure 
that will restore it and maintain it. But, sir, Congress ought 
always to confer the power to borrow money, if necessary. Con- 
that power when it is necessary on account 


scene There was no deficiency of the 
revenues until the existing tariff law was passed. = 


: 


ars. 
Let us see how that money was accumulated | the 


tion fund is a great stretch of power, but I am not Lm whew to say 
that the President of the United States was not justified in doin 
it. The fault was here in Congress. We should have provid 
money enough, without reference to that fund, to have carried on 
tions of the Government. When, therefore, the Presi- 
dent, in the absence of action by Congress, saw that the $100,000,000 
of gold was likely to be exhausted—it ran down at one time to 
$45,000,000—he did what 1 think he was justified in doing under 
the circumstances. He rather “whipped the devil around the 
stump,” I may say, and, invoking the provisions of the resumption 
act, he did sell bonds. Whether the sale of those bonds was legal 
ornot makes nodifference; it was an honest debt to be paid. We 
had promised to pay the United States notes, and when they came 
ring into tha Treasary there was nothing for the Secretary of 

e Treasury to do but to use any money at hand, gold or any other 
money, to pay off and redeem those notes. But, sir, all this was 
the result of insufficient revenue, sufficient revenue not having 
been provided by existing law. 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, I do not intend to discuss the 
silver question or the financial question. The Senator from Ohio 
reprobated such a discussion, and then proceeded to discuss it and 
to open the door, I sup , for others to follow. So far as the 
question as to whether the Dingley bill can become a law is con- 
cerned, I do not feel at liberty to discuss it in the method that it 
was discussed by two Senators, because I do not understand that 
we have the ht to discuss the question whether the President 
will or will not veto a bill. I suppose we can legislate with refer- 
ence to that point in our minds, but it has been an unwritten rule 
of the Senate, as it isof all legislative bodies of this character, 
that no reference shall be made to the action of the Executive. 

The Senator from New Hampshire | Mr. CHANDLER] asked the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN] whether he thinks the Presi- 
dent of the United States would sign the bill because of some ob- 
struction that he imagines wt be put upon the bill in the shape 
of a free-silver attachment. The Senator from Nebraska might 
have replied inas much order as the Senator from New Hampshire 
by asking him if he thinks the President of the United States 
would sign this bill if there was no silver attachment put on it. 

Mr. President, the conditions of the Senate were as well known 
when the bill was brought in as they are to-day. It was as well 
known then that if every man in this Chamber who had been 
elected as a Republican had voted for the bill it would still have 
lacked at least one vote. There was no earthly reason to suppose 
that any man who had not acted with the Republican party in 
this Chamber would cast his vote for the bill. It is the barest pre- 
tense in the world for anyone to stand here and say he expects or 
believes that the bill can becomealaw. Without violating the 
law I have mentioned, I can say there is certainly an obstruction 
here which everybody knows existed when the bill was introduced, 
and it exists whether the silver attachment is on the bill or off. 
When the Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye] says that he is in favor 
of passing the bill he knows it can not be passed, and he does not 
know it any better to-day than he knew it when the bill was intro- 
duced. The bill was not introduced to be passed, and it is not a 
fit bill to pass. We have heard from the Senator from Ohio again 
and again that it is not.a protective bill. We have heard again 
and again that it is not a Republican bill, and we have heard from 
the friends of the bill that it was a makeshift, a temporary- 


—s. bill. 

. President, the Republican party is about to come into 
power. If it werenot so late I would be tempted to express some 
opinion as to how it secured power. At some other time I shall 
probably do so. But it is coming into power; and it is coming 
into power with a promise and a pledge to the American people 
that the distressed condition of affairs which has existed for many 
i shall disappear with Republican success, when it shall be 

ollowed by a Republican Administration. 

Mr. HOAR. And legislation. 

Mr. TELLER. Of course; you have promised that you would 
legislate. "We were told during the campaign that an era of con- 
fidence would begin the moment the election was over. If such 
an era has struck the country, 1 have failed to observe it. 

Mr. President, the Republican party will have a duty to per- 
form to the American people, and they will not perform that duty 
by talking about the Dingley bill unless they will say to the coun- 
try that the ae bill is the bill they want; that it is exactly 
such a bill as will bring prosperity to the country. Every one of 
them on this side of the Chamber who has ever spoken about the 
bill hascondemned it. If they think that they can pass the bill and 
go tothe country, and then, if prosperity does not come, say, 
* Well, we did not get the bill we want,” that will not answer the 
demand the people will make upon them. They are to pass a bill 
such as they want. It is to bea Republican bill from a Repub- 
lican standpoint. I do not know whether it is to be the McKinley 
bill or not, but I should assume not, from the fact that in the 

blican platform I discovered there was a provision which 
said, ““We are not attached to schedules.” When I inquired of 
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some leading Republicans in the country, ata. ore time. to 
make such an inquiry, what that. meant, they it meant that 
they did not mean to — ise to reenact the he Mokiniey bill. But 
the Kepublican party has said that this country suffers for noth- 
ing but more tariff: that the financial question does not disturb 
us. So the Senator from Nebraska who sits on my right [Mr. 
THURSTON], in an interview published in a morning paper, says 
that that is not what disturbs the country, it is more tariff, or, as 
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] from his standpoint says, 
more taxes. 

Now, Mr. President, this bill will never become a law, and there 
is not a man on this floor who does not knowit. Why should the 
American Senate spend its time with this bill. Why should you 
disturb the business of the ccuntry with talk about passing the 
bill when you all-know that it will not pass and can not become 
a law—when you know there are obstacles here or elsewhere 
that are absolutely insurmountable? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow me to answer the 
inquiry. he put? 

Mr. TELLER. Certainly. 

Mr. CHANDLER. No Senator upon this side of the Chamber 
‘who supported Mr. McKinley commenced talking about. this bill. 
The Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN], who, with the Senator 
from Colorado, tried to elect Mr: Bryan, got up the bill the other 


day. 

Mr. TELLER. Iam not sure but that we didelect him, too. 

Mr. CHANDLER. And the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Vest] 
got the bill up to-day. The talk about this bill and wasting the 
time of the Senate has not been upon this side of the Chamber. 

Mr. TELLER. This is.a Republican measure, and it is now 
receiving the support.of the Republicans.on this side, in the way 
of the Senator from Ohio and the Senator from Maine at least. 

Mr. CHANDLER. But the Senator was lecturing the Repub- 
lican side of the Chamber for talking about the bill. 

Mr. TELLER. You were talking aboutit.. You were profess- 
ing that you want to passit.. It would not be offensive if I should 
say that. every one of you know you donot want to passit. I 
said last summer that no one in the country would have been so 
frightened as those cn this side of the Chamber would have been 
if you had supposed it would have becomealaw. It is ineffective 
to do what you say is needed to be done in the country. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will allow me a word, when 
he makes that imputation upon the whole Republican side of the 
Chamber, for one, I beg leave to deny it. 

Mr. TELLER. Very well; I will except the Senator. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Republicans supported the bill in good 


faith. 

Mr. FRYE. AsI have stated that I desire its passage, the Sen- 
ator from Colorado will have to exclude me from the list. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Iam in the same category. 

Mr. FRYE. Iam very earnestly in favor of passing it: 

Mr. TELLER. I will retract ie Isaid. I will say I did not 
see how anybody did expect it to pass; and I can not see from my 
standpoint——- 

Mr. SEWELL. Will the Senator from Colorado allow me to 
err him? 

LLER. Inaminnte. [can not see from my standpoint 
how anybody could have expected any advantage to come to the 
country from its passage, if it had been — to pass it. Now 
I will hear what the Senator from New Jersey has to say. 

Mr. SEWELL. If the Senator will relieve the bill from the sil- 
ver amendments, I am very anxious to vote for it just as it stands, 
I believe if we could have passed. the bill at the last session it 
would have been a. benefit. to fo the country, by giving the Govern- 
— the money that was needed instead of borrowing it. 

*. TELLER. If there are any considerable number of Re- 
oatiicnns here who think the bill ought to pass, and that the pas- 
sage of the bill would bring prosperity, why do they not press the 
bill; w hy de they not find out whether an have got the votes to 

ss the bill; why do they not find out whether it can become a 

w or not? 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator himself knows the obstacle. I 
do not:say there are not obstacles to the pone of the bill; but 
the Senator undertook to impugn the motive of every Senator on 
this side of the Chamber, except his own peculiar associates, by 
saying we did not desire the bill to become a law. 

Mr. TELLER. I repeat, if it is offensive, I repeat, this bill was 
not introduced to be passed, and it was understood when it was 
introduced that it could not be passed; that it was introduced for 
@ political advantage and a political purpose. 1 make that state- 
ment, Mr. President, on my own authority. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That is the Senator's opinion. 
he!p his entertaining that opimion. 

Mr. HALE. As the Senator has made so grave a charge, I wish 
he would give a little more in detail some of the reasons for his 
remarkable statement that the bill was never reported with the 
expevtation that it would be passed. Does the Senator bear in 


I can not 


mind that it was a measure framed. by. the House.of'. 
tives with deliberation, with the avowed purpose of 
measure ener aol ak eee 

ebated and passed there, and se to this 
a itho ‘erossinga reel reed ordottingan ‘‘i” Minctier wane 
pass it withou “1” as 
of the Government had sent it to.us? 

For one I wish to say in all si 
Senator from Colorado can say ee caenenae 
that it never occurred to me that we were not to a 
honest fashion for an honest if we could ey 
with the Senator from New ee cteel tie toad it 
have been a benefit and it would 
= ona = the —_ session. Woon was oneal aon 

agree fully with my colleague that if we could pass it to-day 
just ant iadt-seuldienatameabiank aenakinn: It would give reve- 
nue at once, or almost at once. It would help the in the 
feeling that there would be no more sales of bonds to run the Gov- 
ernment. 

So far as I am concerned, the Senater is wrong in ae oe 
em ape een <esenae Se ee ee 
a to 

Mr. TELLER. 3 Mr. President, I did not give way to the Sena- 
tor to make a speech. 

Mr. HALE. Iam obliged to the Senator, who is always very 
courteous. 

Mr. TELLER. The bill wasintroduced in in the other House with 
great haste, if I may of what occurred in another body. It 

— ea idoved foes ao fone om cumoanisteny St 

aving nh consi ora row 
When the President sent his here about the finances. of 
the country it had no reference whatever to the revenue. When 
he had dec in his message that he needed no more revenue, 
when the Secretary of the Treasury had declared in his that 
he needed no more revenue, the committee of the Honse, ' 
haste, eens reported a bill which did with 
eration. It passed as no other tariff in the history 
of this country—passed with a few hours of: only a: few 


favored members of that body being able to say a word cn it. It 
came here as no other bill ever came to it came when 


everybody knew there was a decided majority in Stee 
a tariff bill. It came here, if I may beallowed ‘to rhen it 
was known that there was not even the remotest’ on the 
face of the earth that it ever could become alaw, and ae 
that before if could become a law one of the 


principal officials of 
this country would have to ee degree that there 
was no reason to 
That is the reason I say the bill was not to become a 
law. Isay it was not expeeted to become a‘ law because it does 
reason that knew so little of 


Republican 
ber they could get a vote for a measure whieh waa infintsly more 

r they could get a vote for a measure which was 
aorta ee 

a 
ey Imow tho President of the tinited Suabhe led decianed 

nas the ow which did pass was infamous beeause cf the high 
tariff it put upon many products, and upon the same products 
eens cancel eee ‘had no reason, in the nature of 
things, to su ——, a vote from the other side 
of the Cham I anaes rise in this 
Chamber and state that bbe a vote from the other 
a the Chamber. While it was sa with an indefiniteness 

t was sometimes quite astonishing, that there were hopes that 
if it passed the two Houses of er a become a law, I 
venture to say that no Senator will dickered with 
the Chief Taccutive as to whethes bn aauniinae as sign the bill. 
5 repeat, that everything which a 

ows that it wasa tical movement, ‘a political 
ment. It wasa tical movement to distract the of 
the American people from the financial and the 
lican party went into the cam: of 
to. vided blic attention the financial question and cen- 
ter it upon ae Sa serene They woul4 have had a. 
chance, if the bill could veer eae 
the President, to have made an issue. 
chance if it had been met here 
pi st = defeated; it wee-aet 
much in favor of protection as an man 
Chamber, “= 


pressed, e ag: Dat ls wapoaidameanied 


and for 
iti other side in to 
Hough before the Senatoat this oss hy a great — 
there any sentimen Republicans a vote? 
If there was, the readin vending of ths dele e ueubion--deee not 


making an’ 
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judgment, of the Rep 
the people, to: have an. carly 
after the i Administration then 
eT aaa Whon tine have put that before Congress, 
a princi hen: ve p 
IF thay fall te Gaee 1h, thlny well be tn comes at least absolved 
thei ; but they never will be from it until 
Lat Chick wil nasinglion whl pon pemned IE ye 
not a you you 
cm pean sone oee onetime anita. tolen wi. 
Mr. President, I did not mean to say somuch when I rose. I 
meant to say a word or two about the wool question, and I want 
to say a word or two about it now. 


The price of wool. has down in this country, and it went 
down in-epitecttheterit It because i 


went down else 
went down. It did not go down more than did other sta of 
the farm. Wo teste tl tan tants te. wenk outs continues 


gf 
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carry. on. the Government; that he had enough of it in the 

The of the made the same declara- 

tion, and an examination of the reports will show that when the 

bonds were issued, in one instance at least, there was more free 

money in the Treasury for the use of the Government than there 

.. Ifthere had been revenne tenfold, uniess the revenue 

came in the shape of gold. in which it did not come and in which 

i come, the idené of the United States, if he main- 

standard, was compelled to issue bonds to buy 

you continue the present system of finance yon must 

continue to buy gold whenever the gold shall run below what the 

President may think is the danger line. No amount of revenue 
will help you. 

There is another question which might be cousidered with this 
bill; and that.ise, Will this bill produce more revenue? It is very 
doubtful. whether under this bill, with its high rates, vou will 
have as much revenue as you have to-day. I do not find fault 
with it: because it keeps out. imports; I am not finding fault with 
it; but:if you are legislating for revenue the question is whether, 
if you: put.on a high tariff in addition to 2 tariff reasonable now 
in many respects, you will get more revenue or will get less. The 
Senator from Rhode Island {Mr. ALDRicH} said here to-day, as I 
understeod him, that the tariff on iron was satisfactory; at least 
if he has not. said so now it was so stated when the Wilson bill 
was under consideration. He said then that the tariff upon cot- 
ton goods was. the most scientific schedule which had ever been 
enacted, and entirely satisfactory to the manufacturers of cotton. 

Mr. HOAR. With some exceptions. 

Mr. TELLER. No exception was made then, whatever may 
have been found in practice. It was believed when the Wilson 
bill that the manufacturers of woolen goods had been 
ain taken care of. Their representatives on this floor were 

with that bill. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator is mistaken. 

Mr. TELLER. No, I am not. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I donot know any of their representatives on 
this floor. 

Mr. TELLER. I will admit that the woolen goods schedule 
was. not sufficient, because when you get $87,000,000 of importa- 
tions of woolen a ae months or in.a year, that is more, 
in my Jndgme nt, t the American people ought to submit to. 

Why did we get that. great amount of woolen goods? We got 
it because the condition of Europe was such that manufacturers 
of woolen.goods in that country were compelled to unload upon 
us at any price.they could get. Every man who has kept in touch 
with the affairs of Europe knows that woolen govuds were never 
before so low in other countries, and that they were never before 
so low in this country. [t would astonish men who are not famil- 
iar with this matter to.take the schedules of the importations of 
woolen. goods. and. see the price at which they are brought here 
and the price at whi h they can be and are sold. It was the dis- 
tress in Hurope which brought a t.avalanche of woolen goods 
here. If I were to revise the tariff, I would revise it, not by put- 
ting 15 per cent:more duty upon iron and steel, which have snough 
now; not by putting 15 per cent more upen cotton and 15 per cent 
more upon wool, but I would put enough duty upon wool to give 
the American manufacturer practically the American mar- 
ket;. not sommnch, however; that he may be able to demand that 
the American consumer 8 pay an. inordinate sum. 

Has this Dingley bill been properly considered? Does it con- 
sult the interest of each. manufacturing industry in the country 
when.it gives on. one grade of carpets 2} per cent more than the 


~~ 


McKinley law gave, and gives 15 per cent more upon what every- 
body adiaits, I eve, is a satisfactory tariff upon iron and steel, 


and only 15 per cent upon the woolen schedule, when everybody, 
I think, wh oe 


o has examined it and who believes in tariff at all will 
assert that. more than i5 per cent is needed if anything at all is 


Ido not intend to discuss the tariff question. I only want to 
say in justice to myself that if I had believed that this bill when 
it. was: before the Senate was a bill which would have brought 
relief to the suffering industries of the courtry, ’ suould have 
voted for it. 

Mr. President, i want prosperity in the Uinied States. I be- 
lieve it.can be brought to our people. by a decent financial system; 
I do not. believe it can be brought inany other way; but if you 
can show me other method which will stand the test of logic 
and reason, I will support it with you. I do not say that I will 
support any tariff bill that you introduce, because I do not believe 
tariff is the remedy; on that I reserve the right when the timo 
comes todoasmy judgment shall dictate; but if yon willshow me 
any system that will convince my judgment that prosperity will 
come: from its. adoption, I am not so attached to the silver ques- 
tion or the money question that I would not welcome prosperity 
from any other source or in any other direction. If the country 
can be made prosperous by other legislation, the section of the 
country which | in part represent will come in for its share of that 
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rosperity. I am not myself legislating for any single section. 
Mt y interest extends to all the people and to every portion of the 
country. 

At some time when I shall have the opportunity I mean to dis- 
cuss this question in a different way. 1 trust I may discuss it in 
temperance, but I mean to discuss not only this question, but to 
discuss the great questions which were presented in the late cam- 
paign. I want to say here that I mean then to resent for myself 
and the 6,000,000 men who voted with me the repeated assertions 
made here and elsewhere that we were less patriotic or less honest 
than the men who voted for our opponents. 

Mr. GORMAN. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HILt in the chair). Debate 
on the immigration bill is still in order. 

Mr. GORMAN. Mr. President, as one Senator on this side of 
the Chamber who has uniformly voted against the consideration 
of the Dingley bill both at the last session and at the present, I 
desire to say, in reply to the distinguished Senator from Shio [Mr. 
SHERMAN], that I beheved then, as was so well expressed by the 
distinguished Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER], that this bill 
at that time was introduced in the face of a Presidential election 


for a purely political purpose; that the knowledge was within the | tio 


reach of every Senator and every Member of the other House that 
this body as constituted at that time and as now constituted was 
opposed to the passage of such a bill; that the bill did not meet 
the conditions of the asury, as stated by the Senator from Ohio, 
and that the bill in every section of it was unequal and unjust, 
except possibly in that portion relating to pottery and to the 
woolen schedule. 

The Presidential election has passed. The combinations of men 
and interests made in that campaign are now matters of history. 
To the credit of the Republican ty be it said that at no time, 
not even in the critical hours o 
lower their standard or depart from their declaration that when 
they came into power they would havea high protective tariff; 
sal the men who followed their banner and who aided them in 
that contest were bound to accept the result, as I am bound, now 
that they have the majority. 

I remember full well that when a distinguished friend of mine 
appealed to your party to center the contest upon a single issue, 
the offer was declined through an ex-President of the United 
States, who had a right to speak for his party, who said they were 
delighted to have the support of all who would come to them to 
save the honor of the Government and to prevent repudiation, 
but tat they would adopt a protective tariff when they came into 
power. Thatthecountry understands, You will come intopower 
on the 4th of March. 

It matters not, Mr. President, who is responsible now for the 
deficiency in the Treasury. The Senator from Ohio and I have 
debated that question before, and I think I have, at least satisfac- 
torily to myself, shown that the deficiency began with the McKin- 
ley law and has continued under the Wilson law. But there isthe 
condition, and now is your responsibility. You cannot meetit at 
this session of Congress. You have not the power in this body 
to pass such a monstrosity as the Dingley bill which is before the 
Senate. You have not the time nor the inclination to remodel that 
bill and make it a Republican measure. There is neither the time 
nor the inclination to do it, and it is trifling with the business 
interests of the country, in my judgment, to hold out the a by 
continuous debate here at this session that some action be 
taken when everybody knows that action is impossible. 

You wil! come into the possession of all branches of the Govern- 
ment, including this body, after the 4th of March, and in my best 
judgment you will have a clear, safe exam for a protective 
tariff when you assemble on the 4th day of March. For one, feel- 
ing as I do and knowing as I do the business conditions of the 
people whom we all represent and whom we all desire to relieve, 
when you come to the discussion of that matter those of us who 
will be here on this side will puncture your bill and expose its 
enormities or its deficiencies, presenting our views, and presen 
them fnlly (as I hope debate will always be full in the Senate) 
but with no desire to obstruct you unnecessarily in the na oO 
your party measure. The responsibility will be i the 

of that measure will bring prosperity, if it will give addi- 
cod zest to the manufacturers, to the transportation companies, 
and to the farmers, so be it; I shall rejoice with you; but let it be 
a ful! and complete measure, such as you desire the Government 
shall be administered under, and you will have to take that respon- 
sibility only after full and fair discussion in this body. 

Mr. HA Do I understand the Senator to express here the 
undoubted conviction that the House bill, the Dingley bill, socalled, 
can not be passed at this session? 

Mr. GORMAN. I say without the slightest hesitation that if 
the Senator from Maine will join me in the frank statement that 
he ought to make, he and I both know that it is utterly impossible 
to that biil at this short session. 

; Now, let me say to the Senator, while I think it 
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Will vote tc takai on aki tan i a 
will vote to take it up and pass it at time, 

which have been made here £o-daiy bey tha Banntce fein Colorado 
[Mr. TELLER], who certain! 


represents a considerable element 
Chaniber so oat 


upon this side of the 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. Gonuax], who 
the other side of the Chamber, that it is impossi 
House bill, show to me how difficult it be I are 
in this view the Senate and the country will take notice of the 
difficulties under which we are situate here, for with the combina- 
tion, or with those ae the Senator 

that side of the Chamber and those thinking with the Senator from 


Colorado on this side, voting against the passage of the Dingley 
bill, it is clearly im ible to 


n. 
Mr. TELLER. Will the Senator from Maryland allow me? 
Mr. GORMAN, Certainly. 


a Grace to Say to the of the impossibility 
spoke for no one but myself. ) 
of passing the Dingley bill I bore in mated ol te tiene the Pent ane 
if every man who was e as a Republican and who ever sat 
—_ —_ . the Chamber as a Republican voted for the bill it 
could not pass. . 
ae Lehi = fn ee 
my opinion as possibility 
not think he has exhibited -his 7 
upon that answer. But I should like to ha’ 
of great experience in this body 
eae to whether 
ved in this body 
now, there has been a 
Mr. HALE. I did not, un 
Sea not go intl tas qekeiearapel 
not go in q on 
question ought to be aeccmedl ina 
would do with it. ’ 
Mr. GOR 


ey bill at this session 
upon the situation. I 
thank him for doing it. 
_Mr. GORMAN. If 
ator from Maine upon 
aoe of passing a bill, I 
never expected to see 
Mr. President, I do not care 


become history. You have: 
think you have succeeded, but 


your party have the of 


not, and know can not, ng substantial 
ting | at the present session of a Beh tf ventas Boe a 


the Din bill 
Gould not afford to permit, the 
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came from 
tariff to rest on 
Your Executive 


Mr. 
dead? 5 

Mr. GORMAN. I know it is ample so far as concerns 
ment; but I think the Senators on the other side, as the 
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on the Dingley bill having 
proceed fo the considera- 


1 the Senator from aenerreune yield to 

' A bill has come over from the other House 

‘similar to one which passed both the House and the Senate during 

bee — to the eee. in the 
‘ailed to receive his siguature. 

Mr. oo I withdraw the motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is withdrawn. 
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EASTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS. 


. CHILTON. ILask unanimous consent that House bill 9469 
be taken from the table and put upon its passage. 
(H. R. 9469) to constitute a new division of the eastern. 
judicial district of Texas and to provide for holding of terms of 
court at Tex., and for the appointment of a clerk for 
said court, was the first time by its tle and the second time 


PRESIDING OFFICER. Is th jection to th t 
of fe it ere obj e presen 


XXIX——l4 


7 
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Mr. CHANDLER. Not 
The PRESIDING OFFI 
business. Is there objection? 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, ed to consider the bill. 


ing the unfinished business. 
. Not displacing the unfinished 


The was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles and 
to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

(H. R. 514) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
record of Wear Crawford; 

H. R. 4223) for the relief of Curtis P. Wise; 

H.R. 4858) for the relief of John Duncan; 

H. R. 6148) for the relief of Peter Young; 

(H. R. 7282) for the relief of Charles T. Trowbridge, 
D. Walker, and John A. neice and 

H,. R. 7906) to grant an honorable discharge to Adam 
, a8 first lieutenant of Company B, One hundred and cighty- 
fourth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill (H. R. 596) for the relief of Ellis H. Roberts was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill (H. R. 6750) to authorize the mayor and city council of 
Monroe and the police jury of the parish of Ouaciiita, La., to con- 
struct a traffic bridge across the Ouachita River opposite said city 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
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merce. 

The bill (H. R. 8197) for the relief of John J. Guerin was read 
twice byits title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill (H. R. 9472) to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the 
third session of the Fifty-third Congress was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

A. A. HOSMER. 

The bill (H. R. 6533) for the relief of A. A. Hosmer was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. CARTER. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? 

Mr. CHAN 


DLER. I shall not object if we can have the same 
understan: as to all such bills, that the unfinished business 
shall not be displaced. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the bill? 

Mr. CARTER. It is a bill which has come over from the other 
House, and is identical with one which has heretofore passed the 


te. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the bill be read for information. 

The bill was read, and, by unanimous consent, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. It 
authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to issue to Addison A. 
-Hosmer a certificate of location in place of certificate No. K 9, 


issued in pursuance of the acts of Congress approved June 22, 
1860, M 2, 1867, and June 10, 1872, upon proof of ownership 
and loss of the same, as the Secretary of the Interior may deem 


proper, and the execution of a bond, with good and sufficient 
sureties, in double the market value of the certificate so to be 
issued, to be approved by the Secretary of the Interior, con- 
ditioned to indemnify the United States against the presentation 
by an innocent holder of the alleged lost certificate. 

The bill was reported tothe Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE ROUSE. 

A from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CHAPELL, 
one of its clerks, announced that the House had passed the bill (S. 
1882) to define the rights of purchasers under mortgages author- 
ized by an act of Congress approved April 20, 1871, concerning 
the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company with amendments in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. QUAY. I renew my motion that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. Aftdér thirteen minutes spent in 





executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 4 o'clock and 
39 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thurs- 
day, December 17, 1896, at 12 o’clock meridian. 
NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate December 16, 1896. 
! POSTMASTERS. 


Charles L’Amoreaux. to be 
eounty of Schoharie and State o 
ence A. Smith, whose commission expired July 2, 


tmaster at Schoharie, in the 
t New York, in the place of Flor- 


1896. Mr, 
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L’Amoreaux is now serving as postmaster under a temporary 
commission issued during the recess of the Senate. 

Charles W. Anderson, to be postmaster at Fishkill on the Hud- 
son, in the county of Dutchess and State of New York, in the 
place of Emory L. Tompkins, whose commission expired July 18, 
1896. Mr. Anderson is now sesving as postmaster under a tem- 
porary commission issued during the recess of the Senate. 

James 8. Boyd, to be es at Cold Spring, in the county 
of Putnam and State of New York, in the place of Ellis H. Timm, 
whose commission expired May 20, 1896. Mr. Boyd is now serv- 
ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

John E. Brennan, to be r at Highland Falls, in the 
county of Orange and State of New York, in the place of Philip 
Altshimer, whose commission expired July 19, 1896. Mr. Bren- 
nan is now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission 
issued during the recess of the Senate. 

James C. Brophy, to be postmaster at Shorteville, in the county 
of Ontario and State of New York, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Brophy is now serving 
as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 
recess of the Senate. 

John E. Cannon, to be postmaster at Andover, in the county of 
Allegany and State of New York, the appointment of a poat- 
master for the said office having, by law; ome vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1806. Mr. Cannon is now 
as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 
recess of the Senate. 

Marvin D. Fisher, to be ter at Spencer, in the county of 
Tioga and State of New York, the appointment of a iter 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Fisher is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

John A. Homeyer, to be postmaster at Richmond Hill, in the 
county of Queens and State of New York, the appointment of a 
postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in 
the President on and after October 1, 1816. Mr. Homeyer is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

James F. Hunt, to be postmaster at Croton on Hudson, in the 
county of Westchester and State of New York, the appointment 
of a postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested 
in the President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Hunt is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

Norman W. Kelso, to be postmaster at Mechanicsville, in the 
county of Saratoga and State of New York, in the place of George 
B. Tripp, whose commission expired April 8, 1896. Mr. Kelso is 
now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued 
during the recess of the Senate. 

Katherine I. Merritt, to be postmaster at Pelham, in the county 
of Westchester and State of New York, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
Preside..: on and after July 1, 1896. Katherine L. Merritt is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

. Frank Palmer, to be postmaster at Larchmont, in the county 
of Westchester and State of New York, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Palmer is now serv- 
ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

Willard Peck, to be postmaster at Hudson, in the county of 
Columbia and State of New York, in the place of Judson M. John- 
son, whose commission expired December 19, 1893. Mr. Peck is 
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Charles 8. Powell, to be postmaster at Freeport, in the coun 
of Queens and State of New York, the appointment of a pos 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Powell is now serving 
as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 
recess of the Senate. 

Edward J. Shanahan, to be ter at Amsterdam, in the 
county of Montgomery and State of New York, in the place of 
Mrs. Julia A, Caney, whose commission expired December 14, 
1896. 

Albert J. Smith, to be postmaster at Northville, in the county 
of Fulton and State of New York, in the place of Charles G. Bacon, 
whose commission expired July 18, 1896. Mr. Smith is now serv- 
ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 


Joseph C. Sawyer, 
Sor the said otica baring Ria 
or ce 
on and after Sale 1 1088. Mr Sawyer 
master under a temporary commission issued during 


Benjaman M. Tasker, to be postmaster at Fort Edward, in the | ° 


of 


county of Washington and State of New York, in the place 
Robi mimission Mr. 


0.C, inson, whose co: expired January 6, 1896. 
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master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. White is now serving as 
postmaster under a temporary commission issued during ths 
recess of the Senate. 

Arthur F. Young, to be postmaster at Union City, in the county 
of Erie and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of John C. 


McLean, paieee eee aneen aeapiane July 2, 1896. Mr. oe 
now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issu 
a the recess of the Senate. ae 


D. Harris, to be postmaster at Olneyville, in the county 
Rhode Island, in the place of James 
Walch, whose commission expired December 17, 1805. Mr. 
Harris is now serving as postmaster under a temporary commis- 
during the recess of the Senate. 
Jenkins, to be ter at Beaufort, in the county 
and State of South Carolina, in the place of William 
. Prentiss, resi 


Miss Georgie r B. Tobin, to be postmaster at Barnwell, in the 
county of Barnwell and State of South Carolina, the appointment 
of a for the said office having, by law, become vested 
in the President on and after Octeber 1, 1896. Miss Tobin is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

i F.. Bowler, to be postmaster at Groton, in the county of 
Brownand State of South Dakota, the zeppointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Bowler is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

Barney O'Neil, to be postmaster at Howard, in the county of 
Miner and State of South Dakota, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. O'Neil is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 


Mrs. Nora Boothe, to be postmaster at Del Rio, in the county of 
Valverde and State of Texas, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after July 1, 1896. ie Boothe is now serving as postmaster 
under a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 
Senate. 


James A. Boyd, to be postmaster at Lancaster, in the county of 
Dallas and State of Texas, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after October 1,1896. Mr. Boyd is now serving as postmaster 
under a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 


John L. Brooks, to be postmaster at Georgetown, in the county 
of Williamson and State of Texas, in the place of Charlies W. 
. Mr. Brooks is now serving as postmaster under 

a temporary commission issued during the recess of the Senate. 

David B. Howerton, to be postmaster at Hallettsville, in the 
county of Lavaca and State of Texas, in the place of David B. 
Howerton, whose commission expired July 22, 1896. Mr. Hower- 
ton is now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission 
issued during the recess of the Senate. 

Felix C. Williams, to be aster at Hamilton, in the county 
of Hamilton and State of Texas, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Williams is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

Eli H. Porter, to be postmaster at Wilmington, in the county of 
Windham and State of Vermont, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Porter is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

Elizabeth C. Adams, to be postmaster at Radford, in the county 
of Montgomery and State of Virginia, in the place of Richard H. 
Adams, d Elizabeth C. Adams is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

John W. Carroll, to be postmiaster at Cape Charles, in the county 
of Northampton and State of Virginia, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, es vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Carroll is now serving 
as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 
recess of the Senate. 

Mildred H. Davies, to be postmaster at Manassas, in the county 
of Prince William and State of Virginia, the appointment of 4 

tmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 

ident on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Davies is now serv- 

ing as postmastér under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

William Graham, to be postmaster at Orange, in the county of 
Orange and State of Virginia, the appointment of a postmaster 
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for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 


‘on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Graham is now serving as post- 


master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

Rufus K. Sanders, to be postmaster at Saltville,in the county 
of Smyth and State of Virgi snia, the appointment of @ postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Sanders is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

Theodore Tiedemann, jr., to be postmaster at Ballard, in the 
county of King and State of Mtoe ee the appointment ofa 
eon ergy for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 

resident on and after July 1, 1896. r. Tiedemann, is now serv- 
ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

John C. McEldowney, to be postmaster at New Martinsville, in 
the county of Wetzel and State of West Virginia, the appointment 
of a postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested 
in the President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. McEldowney 
is now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission 
issued during the recess of the Senate. 

Charles A. Prichard, to be tmaster at Mannington, in the 

county of Marion and State of Wes t Virginia, i in the place of Hugh 
B.McCracken,removed. Mr. Prichard is now serving as postmas- 
ter under a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 


Senate. 

Joel D. Cruttenden, to be pdstmaster at Bayfield, in the coun 
of Bayfield and State of Wisconsin, in the place of Louis 
Bachand, removed. Mr. Cruttendenis now serving as postmaster 
under a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 
Senate. 

James Devereux, to be postmaster at Shell Lake, in the county 
of Washburn and State of Wisconsin, the a pointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Devereux is now serv- 
ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

Henry G. Ellsworth, to be postmaster at Barron, in the county 
of Barron and State of Wisconsin, the appointment of a postmas- 
ter for the said office having, by law, become vested in the Presi- 
dent on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Ellsworth is now serving as 
postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the re- 
cess of the Senate. 

David Thompson, to be postmaster at Black River Falls, in the 
county of Jackson and State of Wisconsin, in the place of John 
H. Levis, removed. Mr. Thompson is now serving as postmaster 
under a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 
Senate. 

James P. McDermott, to be postmaster at Rock Springs, in the 
county of Sweetwater ‘and State of Wyoming, in the place of 
Charles Sorenson, deceased. Mr. McDermott is now serving as 
postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the recess 
of the Senate. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate December 16, 1896. 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 

Chapman L. Anderson, of Mississippi, to be attorney of the 

United States for northern district of Mississippi. 
RECEIVER OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 

Benjamin K. Kimberly, of Colorado, to be receiver of public 

moneys at Denver, Colo. 
ASSAYER. 


Francis F. Claussen, of Louisiana, to be assayer of the mint of 
the United States at New Orleans, La. 


APPOINTMENT IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 


George H. Paul, of Wisconsin, to be a second assistant engineer 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 
APPOINTMENTS IN THE NAVY. 
Ensigns. 

Irvin VY. Gillis, a citizen of New York. 

Ridley McLean, a citizen of Tennessee. 

Raymond Stone, a citizen of Alabama. 

David F. Sellers, a citizen of New Mexico. 

Charles Webster, a citizen of Massachusetts, 

John T. Tompkins, a citizen of Louisiana. 

Provoost Babin, a citizen of New York. 

Simon P. Fullinwider, a citizen of Missouri. 

Lewis B. Jones, a citizen of New York. 

Stephen V. Graham, & citizen of Michigan. 

Ernest L. Bennett, a citizen of Massachusetts. 

Fritz L. Sandoz, a citizen of Louisiana, 

John McC. Luby, a citizen of Texas. 
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William P. Scott, a citizen of Ivania. 
Arthur G. Kavanagh, a citizen of Nebraska. 
Carlton F. Snow, a citizen of Maine. 
Charles 8. Bookwalter a citizen of Illinois. 
Roscoe C. Bulmer, a citizen of Nevada. 
Gilbert 8. ae mem he yrds A en ates 


—— eee rea vania. 
McN veel a ue North Carolina, 
Walter 8. , @ citizen of Maryland. 
George L. P wee a citizen of 
William 8. Whitted, a citizen of N Carolina. 
Robert H. Osborn, a citizen of New York. 
Walter J. Manion, a citizen of Louisiana. 
George E. Gelm, a citizen of New York. 
Clarence England, a citizen of Arkansas. 
ASSISTANT ENGINEERS, 
John M. Hudgins, a citizen of V: 
Boling K. McMerris, a citizen of 
Alfred W. Hinds, a citizen of Alabama. 
Roscoe C. Moody, a citizen of Maine. 
Ralph Hi Chat oak eae t Michigen. 
P ppell, a ° 
Joseph M. Reeves, a citizen of Illinois. 
Henry T. Cooper, a citizen of Delaware. 
T. Baker, a citizen of Ohio. 
Lyon, a citizen of Kentucky. 
Hoek I. Cone, a citizen of Florida. 
Emory Winship, a citizen of Georgia. 
Edwin H, De Lany, a citizen of Tennessee. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, December 16, 1896. 


The House met at 12 o’clockm. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey, 
Henry N. CoupDEn. W 


The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved, 
BATTLE SHIP TEXAS. 


Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, it has been charged in the public 
prints, and particularly in the New York Journal, that the con- 
struction of the battle ship Texas was grossly jean te t 
think this House and the country ought to know the truth about 
it; and I ask unanimous consent for the present consideration of 
the resolution which I send to the desk. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I suggest to the gentleman that the resolution 
had better go to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and let that com- 
mittee make a Seens inquiry. 

_ Mr. BAILE This is a direction to the committee to make the 
in : ‘ : 

Mr. lees I think the resolution had better be referred 
in the first instance. The committee may want to make it broader. 

— BAILEY. Will the gentleman permit the resolution to be 

Mr. DINGLEY. I have no objection to the reading. 

The Clerk read as oe 

Resolved by the House 
Affairs is hereby ieapeeeel to 


—— Committee on Naval 
and circumstances con- 
nected with the commarectian of ase aig report the enius bo 
this House as early as 


practical 

Resolved further, Tiree the neswens- ot this tepeitinetientiaadas 
mittee on aval Affairs is hereby authorized to sit at such time and 
as it ma Goteranine, and ie empowered, S Sane Es Pera to 
sdeainioter ont eel aaltiaee to appoint a su 
Scaembtees 


appointed ve the sams powers as tho com- 


"Eeeabeed further, That ihe Reenetee, t-at-Arms of the 
tives is hereby directed to a’ the a of the 
Affairs, or subcommittee 


rson, or deputy. to _" ve 
Bre orders or by de 


Re tg eg 


expenses of inves 
Mr, DINGLEY. I think the resolution had better be referred 
to the Ceseaitiee tn Se ee eee 
ner <SPEARER. ¥ ith t bjecti the resolution will be 

: ithout o) on Te- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
There was no objection. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Piatt, one of its — 
announced that the Senate had ud passed without amendment a join 
resolution-of the following title 


Joint resolution (H. Res. 200) pao 9 ee ee oe oyees 
of the Senate and House of ve. sal- 
a ee ee a ee Seoumbunraineae ope we of said 
mon 


ino Hones af 

Committee on Naval 
conduct this 
spelaananan wedeneaiae 









Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that had examined and found truly enrolled a bill (S. 2306) 
to Title LX, chapter 3, of the Revised Statutes, relative to 
copyrights; when the Speaker signed the same. 


OWNERS OF BRIG TALLY-HO. 


Mr. BARRETT. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideradteg, 66.08, O08, CS RS1) Se votes eo Gime of Whe evrecns of 
th Tally-Ho to Court of Claims. 

oon Gd rd vat, 0 Oelivee: 


ae 
oon sunk BY a day 
hear and determine 
with right of 


ete. Sant Tapeiaien of, the teget omnars x the brig 


of this bill? 
Mr. HOPKINS. Ishould like to hear the report of the commit- 


tee. 
The report (by Mr. Watson) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2578) en- 

titled “A bill to refer the claim of the owners of the brig Tally-Ho to the 

Soamet Claims,” have had the same under consideration, and report as fol 
we: : ; 

°The grounds for such reference of the claim to the Court of Claims are so 


report (119) of the first session of the 
and recommend faverable 


3 does not cover cases of 


i“? 


“The bill has the merit of enabling the rights of the United States and the 
citizens affected to be finally determined by the Court, if said parties 
appeal to said court from the ndgment the Court of Claims. 
must With thoignt fener party toapooat the Supreme Court of ts 
United States,” added to the endof the bil 
cana Is there objection to the present consideration 

0 

Mr. HOPKINS. Reserving the right to object, I should like 
to know from the gentleman from Massachusetts how much 
money is involved in this claim? 

Mr. BARRETT. The amount is very small—only a few thou- 
sand dollars. 


the reading of the report members can not tell whether this is 
a case that should be considered by this House or one that should 
go to the courts. My observation has been that this House does 
not always agree with the conclusions of the Court of Claims; 
yet the findings of that court are always by applicants as 
conclusive this House. Now, I think that before we pass a 
laws that now bar this claim and will 
to the Court of Claims and get judgment, 
the merits of the case. 

Illinois [Mr. Hopxins} 
which I laid before him 
refully set forth. The 
of the Fifty-first 
Ho was = 
usetts when, 
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any new principle involved here, for Congress has already, 
im seven cases cited in the report as read by the Clerk, allowed 
similar claims to be sent to the Court of Claims. This matter has 
been pap eae reported upon by at least two committees of this 
House; the bill has passed the Senate, and now awaits the favor- 
able action of this body. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Will the gentleman allow me 
a question? 

. BARRETT. Certainly. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Does not this bill involve 
some fifteen or twenty thousand dollars? 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, the papers in the claim are in 
the hands of the Committee on Claims. I have not in mind the 
exact amount asked for. The gentleman who was directed by 
that committee to make the report left the city last night for his 
home in Indiana. As I introduced this bill, I have, after con- 
sultation with him, called it oy to-day. 

I will. say, Mr. Speaker, that I do not think the amount involved 
is so large as is suggested by the gentleman from New York; but 
if it were fifteen or twenty thousand dollars, the fact is perfectly 
incontestable that in previous cases of this sort the question has 
been sent to the Court of Claims. The Secretary of the Navy 
by his own order made that disposition of this case when it first 
came before him. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. BARRETT. Certainly. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I could not hear a portion of the bill as dis- 
tinctly as I wished, and I do not understand whether this bill 
limits the Government to the evidence now on file in connection 
with this claim. 

Mr. BARRETT. It does not. 

Mr. McMILLIN. LI notice the bill provides that all the evidence 
heretofore taken may be used. hat I was going to suggest-— 

Mr. BARRETT. The evidence was all presented before this 
technical point was encountered. The simple provision of the 
bill is that the evidence so taken may be san 

Mr. McMILLIN. An opinion was simply sought by the De- 
partment, as I understand the gentleman. But the evidence on 
which to base a final judgment would probably be more strenuous. 

Mr. BARRETT. Any testimony bearing upon the question 
can be introduced under this bill. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Let me ask the gentleman why, if this is such 
a clear case, it should go to the Court of Claims at all? Why not 
introduce it and have it properly discussed and disposed of here? 

With an indefinite amount, such as this bill covers, it seems to 
me that we ought to be very careful in granting unanimous con- 
sent for its consideration and passage. 

Mr. DOCKERY. er—— 

Mr. BARRETT. Does the gentleman from Illinois wish a 
~— to his observation? 

r. HOPKINS. I should not have made the observation if I 
had not wanted enlightenment from the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. BARRETT. Then the simple reason why this is referred 
to the Court of Claims is because in every previous case of this 
sort Con has sent the claim there. Also. because the court 
was established to deal with such questions and because the Sec- 
retary of the Navy has already sent it there as a matter of course, 
and because all of the evidence is there on file; and the bill on] 

ovides that this little technicality which stands in the way shall 

set aside so as to enable the case to be disposed of judicially. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Willthe gentlemanfrom Massachusetts allow 
me to call his attention to the fact that the language of the bill 
seems to require a judgment of the court to be rendered ‘*‘ on the 
evidence now on file?” It does not provide, with all due deference 
to him, for taking. any new evidence, as I understand the lan- 
guage of the bill. 

I wish to call attention to the further fact that the bill author- 
izes a judgment to be rendered by the court. The issue does not 
go to the court, under the provisions of the Bowman Act, to find 
the facts in the case, but it authorizes the court to render a judg- 
ment which shall be final and conclusive. 

Mr. BARRETT. It does not technically go to the court under 
the provisions of the Bowman Act, because that court has already 
decided that it has no jurisdiction in maritime cases such as this. 
It is simply a technicality which Confrress has already decided to 
settle by referring such cases to the Court of Claims in seven cases, 
according to a liae of precedents to which I have already referred. 

Mr. UMM. I understand that this bill has not been reported 





by the Committee on Claims. 
ne I understand that it has. I have the report 


Mr. BRUMM. Will the gentleman be kind enough to allow me 
to see eee 
ETT. Certainly. I hand the gentleman the report, 


Mr. 
No. 888 of the present Congress, from the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. Y. Isuggest to the gentleman that the bill ought 
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to be amended so as to authorize the filing of additional evidence 
if desired. “ 

Mr. BARRETT. There is no objection to that if the gentleman 
wishes to make theamendment. These people are willing to have 
a)l of the evidence that can be presented submitted in connection 
with the case. 

Mr. DOCKERY, I have not eee an amendment, but it 
seems to me that we ought to have all the light possible upon the 
merits of the bill. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I will state to the gentleman from Missouri 
that practically there can be no new evidence filed in the case, as 
everything pertaining to it has been on file for a number of years 

t. The bill has simply been held up Congress after Congress 

y technical informalities, such as failure to secure concurrent 

action upon it in the same Congress, and soon. It is an entirely 

unobjectionable case, and I hope there will be no objection to its 
saage. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There being no objection, the bill was considered, and ordered 
to a third reading; and being read the third time, it was passed. 

On motion of Mr. BARRETT, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr... PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment the 
bill (H. R. 9473) making appropriations for the payment of invalid 
and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1898, and for other purposes. 


W. H. WADE, 


Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up House bill No. 
9593. for the relief of William H. Wade, late captain and actin 
regimental quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Velemsbents: and as 
unanimous consent for its present consideration. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he rs 
authorized and directed to credit the account of W.H. Wade, on the books 
the Department, as captain and acting regimental quartermaster of the 
Thirty-first Regiment of Ohio Volunteers, with the sum of $420.15, received b: 
him as such captain and acting regimental quartermasver and disbursed 
by him to extra-duty men for extra “—- of date the 13th day of ap ee 
A. D. 1862, and transmit to said W. H. Wade a receipt in full of all 8 
against him on said account; and that he cause all proceedings in the circuit 
court of the United States for the western district of Missouri against said 
W. H. Wade to be dismissed and satisfaction entered on the records of said 
court of any judgment therein rendered against him as such captain and act- 
ing regimental quartermaster cn account of said receipt and disbursement 
of funds, of principal, interest, and costs of suit. 


The -—~ jucecmaiae Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Let meask the gentleman from 
Missouri if it is not possible that the judgment entered against 
this man might not involve a larger amount than the amount 
named here? It seems that the two matters involved in the bill 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.. _. DECEMBER 16, 


Mr. TRACEY. The judgment is for that amount, as I hayoe 
oy te 
re to say, Mr. , 

amendment, that if the canceilation follows as a legal 
result the giving of the credit for objection t 
its remaining in the bill as itis. therefore, the 
merits of the amendment, if that follows as a legal result. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. The amendment is desirable, 


Mr. See, because the judgment may be for some other cause 
of action. 


Mr. TRACEY. There is no other: ; 
Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Well, we do not know any- 


thing about that. Of course I do not question the gentleman's 
statement. 


Mr. TRACEY. There is absolutely no other. It is on 
the $420.15, with the interest et iets 
of payment and the cost’of suit. That is what the judgment is 
for, and that is the reason why I ask the cancellation of the 


judgment. 
Mr. BARTLETT of New York. The gentleman consented to 
oy ee If it is not I object. 
he SPEAKER. The ion is on the amendment. 
The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that tho 
eur. B RILETT of N York. Then I Mr. Speaker 
r. BA ew « » . 
The agreement was that the amendment ae Gi vesmaeate 


: ey eee There was no agreement further than this, that 
stated-——— 


cod faith without ‘oe canine a eran — 
g aith, wi any as 
mistake, the Chair will regard the matter as open for objection. 
ate ion to the present consideration of the bill? 
Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I object. 
W. E. JUDKINS, EXECUTOR OF LEWIS M’KENZIE. 
Mr. SWANSON. Mr. Lask unanimous consent for the 
t consideration of the bill GE. 4114) for the relief of 
. E. Judkins, executor of Lewis 
The bill was read, as follows: 
the Treasury 
t of any money in the ae 
Sata cice hana coped tree 
SS the Forty-first and Forty Congresses from 


Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, before consent 


like to hear some e of this. It appears to be an old 


matter, 


are not necessarily connected. The first part authorizes a credit | zi 


of $420 and the second part requires that all proceedings in the 
circuit court of the United States for the western district of Mis- 
ovat shall be dismissed and satisfaction entered on the records of 

e court, 

Mr. TRACEY. There can be no such conflict. The judgment 
referred to is for the amount of the principal, with interest up to 
the time that it was rendered. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man that he had better strike out the latter provision, relating to 
the cancellation of the judgment. That will follow necessarily on 
the adoption of the former provision of the bill. 

Mr. TRACEY. Ihave no objection to striking out the latter 
part of the bill if it is deemed necessary. 

Mr, BARTLETT of New York. That ought to be done, it 
seems to me. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Now, Mr. Speaker, I moye to 
strike out the latter part of the bill, inning with the word 
**and,” in line 13, down to the close of the bill, as follows: 

And that he cause all proceedings in the cial court of the United States 
8 


for the western district of Missouri W. H. Wade to be 


; dismissed 

8a entered on the records of said court of any judgment therein 

rendered him as such captain and acti mental quartermaster 

on aceount of said receipt and disbursement of funds, of principal, interest, 
and costs of suit. 

Mr. TRACEY. What objection is there to allowing that to 
remain in? 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. For the reason that thére is a 
credit of four hundred and some odd dollars to be given to him, 
and in the second place you provide for a cancellation of the judg- 
ment. Now non constat that the judgment is for the sameamount. 








ae iiee erence | 
. DINGLEY. iat fe ts tank 00 


the matter. ve no ob: to its going to Com- 
Oe apRAl Objection is made to the present considera- 
tion of the bill. 


Mr. SWANSON. I accept the of the gentleman 
pateponts agen a ttee No. 1, tomake 


examination rt. 
a The SPEAKER. Ts there objection to that disposition? 
There was no Objection. 


With the it of either to to the Su Court of the 
o righ party to appeal preme 

I therefore ask unanimous consent that the amendment may be 
considered as incorporated in the bill. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is right. 
The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bar- 
RETT] asks unanimous consent that the amendment proposed b 


the Honse committee be added to the Senate bill as an amend- 
ment. Is there o on? 
There was no o 


a. La i Has the pesos been sree 
. BOUTELLE. provides an appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. sit 
The SPEAKER. The bill has already been passed upon by the 
House, and by an error this amendment was omitted. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

NANCY G. ALLABACH—VETO MESSAGE. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (S. S04) groans 
a pension to Nancy G. Allabach, with a veto message of Presi- 


dent. 
ea ee eens ot Dee 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, Imoveto refer the bill and accom- 
pan veto message to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
motion was agreed to. 
STRATTON H. BENSCOTER. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (H. R. 8771) for 
the relief of Stratten H. Benscoter, with Senate amendments. 
The amendments of the Senate were read. 
Mr. HULL. . Mr. Speaker, I move that the House recede from 
its disagreement and concur in the Senate amendments. It is 
a Se ee eee eee OAS he Rioeay 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa moves to recede 
from the t of the House to the Senate amendments 
amendments. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


There being no objection, the bili (H. R. 9274) to amend an act 
making appropriation for 
for the fiscal 


sundry expenses of the Government 

year ending June 30, 1880, and for other purposes, 

and to repeal a certain in, reported back from the 

Committee on was referred to the Committee on 
Elections No. 2. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HULL. Mr. , I move that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the House on the state of the Union, for 


the of considering the Army appropriation bill. 

The acbtion tos to. 

The House y resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole Honse on the state of the U Mr. Hopxrns in the chair. 
Mr. i I to reserve all points of 


uM: can ae ae ke Geeta en eae 
order have been reserved. . 
The Clerk read as follows: 
ese for the support of the Army for 
Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that the 
first reading of the bill be dispensed with. 


gen 
consent that the first reading of the bill be dispensed with. 


ment, simply as to what the bill carries and the changes that are 


very brief, they can have all the information that is necessary for 
oe House and which it is possible for the House to have on the 
and Ordnance Department, and reductions in amount asked for 
the subsistence of the Army. 
tion made the evidence before the committee showed that thers 
was a surplus carried over from former appropriations. 
increase in the pay of the rank and file of the Army is made for 
the reason that the evidence before the committee shows that our 
last appropriation was not sufficient to pay the Army in full the 
amount provided by law. This bill as reported carries $23,126,- 
$44.80, and we appropriated last year $23,278,402.73, being a reduc- 
tion of $158,000 from the sum we appropriated last year. 


the reduction in the cost of rations the estimate is based upon the 
cost of rations last year? 


on the amount of appropriations necessary for different years. It 
was based upon the statement of the Quartermaster-General as to 


reduction in his department, but in the estimates of the Quarter- 
master-General. 


take into account the increased cost of rations? 


215 





The CHAIRMAN. The tleman from Iowa asks unanimous 


There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I desire to make a very brief state- 











©. If members will send for the report, No, 2325, which is 











The bill makes an increase in the pay for the Army proper 

















In each case where there is a reduc- 











The 




















Mr. STEELE. I would like to ask the gentleman whether in 


My impression is that the estimate was 






















e—— 
Mr. HULL. It was based not only upon the cost last year, but 


what was necessary to get during this year. 
Mr. STEELE. You mean the Commissary-General? 
Mr. HULL. It was not the Commissary-General; we made no 


Mr. STEELE. Did the estimate of the Commissary-General 


Mr. HULL: There was nothing concerning that except what 
you will find in his report and the Book of Estimutes. 

Mr. STEELE. Undoubtedly the cost of rations will be greatly 
more the next fiscal year than they have been in preceding years. 
I know the price of flour, of beef, and oi pork has increased 


materially. 

Mr. HULL. We have left that just as it was submitted in the 
estimates. I want to call attention, Mr. Chairman, especially to 
the fact that there is no change in the general law except in two 
instances, and I do not care to take extended time now. When 
the provisions are reached I desire to discuss the two new provi- 
sions of the bill. One of them, I am certain, is subject to a point 
of order. The other is questionable in my mind; but that need 
not be decided until we reach it. The first change in the law is 
made at the request of the Paymaster-General of the Army, extend- 
ing his time for approving vouchers ten days. He now has twenty 
days, and he stated before the committee that it is impossible for 
his ent to do the work in the time now prescribed by law, 
and he asked us to insert an amendmen: extending it to thirty 
= We have incorporated that in the bill. 

. DINGLEY. hat is the necessity of that? The President 
or Secretary of the Treasury has the authority now to extend the 
time, and is it not better to leave the law as it is and let the exten- 
sion be a matter of administration? 

Mr. HULL. The gentleman from Maine is better qualified to 

upon a matter of administration than I am, and it is easy to 

of the amendment, when we reach it, by a point of order, 
if it is thought desirable to do so. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I think it is not desirable to amend the law so 
as to extend the time for the audit of accounts beyond what is 
now provided. If in any specific instance it becomes necessary to 
extend the time, the President or Secretary of the Treasury has 
ample authority to do it; but a sufficient reason for the extension 
ought to be given. There is a constant tendency to defer the sct- 
tlement of accounts, and I think we ought to have the existing 
law as a spur to promptness. 

Mr. HULL. Is it not true that an officer who is allowed an 
extension of time must apply once a year for that extension? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Yes; the permission to extend the time covers 
only the current year, and I think it ought to be thus, for the 
reason that the twenty days now allowed is ordinarily sufficient 
time. 

Mr. HULL. Well, if any officer has been compelled to apply 
zepentediy for such extensions, that might be a good reason for 
this proposed legislation. However, I do not desire to take up 
time in discussion cf this amendment, because I do not regard it 
as of = special importance, 

Mr. STEELE. By the time the returns in some departments 
are in, has the paymaster, who isrequired by law to examine them, 
any. time to do so? 

r. HULL. He has twenty days. 

Mr. STEELE. But in fact he does not have the twenty days, 
because the twenty days are taken up in getting the returns in. 

Mr. DINGLEY. He has twenty days after they are received, 
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Mr. HULL. Well, Mr. Chairman, as I have said, that point is 
rot an important one in the bill, so I trust that members will not 
take up much time in discussing it. 

I desire now to call special attention to a new provision con- 
tained in this bill, which I think is the one that my friend from 
Arkansas [Mr. LirTLe] has his eye upon. Itis found on page 19, 
where the committee have incorporated a provision— 

That the Army and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., is hereby 


abandoned, and all improvements on Government reservations are sur- 
rendered and turned over to the Interior Department except quarters for 


the officers. 

That is the provision as it stands in the bill. When it is 
reached I shall offer an amendment in somewhat different lan- 
guage, but I desire now to submit the reasons for incorporating 
this provision in the bill. In the first place, the gentleman from 
Arkansas will recognize the fact that the committec, or the 
House, can practically abandon that — by refusing to appro- 
i anything for its maintenance. I do not regard it as of any 

venefit to the people of Hot Springs or the State of Arkansas to keep 
a hospital there that has no inmates, especially when, by a change 
of administration and by turning it over to the Interior Depart- 
ment, it can be leased to parties who will fill it with inmates, and 
thus cause so much more money to be expended in the State of 
Arkansas. The Secretary of War has made a wey careful and 
complete examination of this whole question, and I want to call 
attention to that part of his report, commencing at the bottom of 
page 10, where he says: “ 

The experience gained in carrying on the Army and Navy Hospital at Hot 
Springs, Ark., does not appear to have sustained expectations in regard to its 
value to the officers and men of the Army and Navy, nor do those expecta- 
tions appear to be realizable. It would seem that the only way to keep the 
hospital filled would be to compel the sick of the Army ona Navy to go Tere 
for treatment. 

It appears, therefore, that in order to utilize this hospital we 
must not merely provide that the sick of the Army and Navy may 
go there, but we must pass a law to compel themtogo. That 
would certainly be rather an extreme measure, to establish a hos- 

yital and maintain it, and then pass a law forcing men to go to it. 
he Secretary says further: 

The yremat buildings have a capacity for 80 patients, 16 officers and 64 
enlisted men, but the attendance is seldom more than half the capacity, and 
frequently not more than one-fourth. 

The Surgeon-General, in calling attention to this hospital, says 
that unless extraordinary measures are adopted it can not be made 
to fulfill the purposes for which it was created, and in his report 
he states that there have been as high a number as ten officers in 
the institution during the past year and as low as one. 

To go alittle further with the report of the Secretary of War, 
he says that the hospital was erected in pursuance of an act of 
Congress 7 roved June 30, 1882, and, including furnishings, cost 
$140,500. is reservation is under the control of the Interior 
Department, with the exception of a small part taken possession 
of b the act of Congress establishing the Army and Navy Hos- 
pital. If we abandon the hospital it reverts to the Interior Depart- 
ment, and it can be leased under that Department, and the Secre- 
tary of War says that it will thus become a source of profit to the 
Government instead of a continual loss. 

Just think of it! To care for twenty patients we have this Army 
and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, where there is one surgeon 
and one assistant surgeon, and in addition to that the law pro- 
vides for a surgeon of the Navy, but for some years the naval sur- 

eon has not gone there, use no men from the Navy have been 
m the hospital for treatment, and the Navy Department does not 
now detail a surgeon to that hospital. In addition to the surgeon 
and assistant surgeon there are twelve members of the Hospital 
Corps and a large number of civilian employees, and all to take 
care of an average of about twenty men. The Secretary of War 
in his report says that it would be better and cheaper for the Gov- 
ernment to maintain the officers and men who report to that hos- 
pital for treatment in a first-class hotel under the best medical 
attendance that could be procured in the United States than to 
continue to maintain the hospital. 

Mr. STEELE. It would appear by the language in line 6, page 
19, that it is the intention to abandon this property ‘except 
quarters for the officers.” If there is to be that exception, it is 
hardly an abandonment. 
ae ee, Those ete Bee nn ee Se the officers” 

long properly in another part of the aph. 

Mr, PARKER. The words referred to, Taeeed of coming in 
after the words * Interior Department,” should have been inserted 
before the word ‘‘ Provided,” so as to make the clause read: 

For construction and repairs of hospitals at military posts already estab- 
lished and occupied, including the extra-duty pay of enlisted men employed 
oo the same, except quarters for the officers, etc. ; 

Mr. HULL. When we reach that portion of the bill, I shall 
move to transfer the clause “except quarters for the officers,” so 
as to come in before the word ‘‘ Provided,” in line 2. 

The committee has left out all appropriation for this hospital. 
The Interior Department has a man on the reservation looking 


after the Government’s ; a of this 
fiscal year, if we make ee reservation 
will be practically abandoned, I can see no reason why 
there oa be ony ae of order made with a view tc — 
out this provision. Secretary of the Interior has me 

the entire reservation. It is not a military reservation, the 
Interior Department now leases grounds f and 
different pu of that kind. It can lease this pro a 


hotel or hospital or whatever other purpose it may 
hae Titebenen 


it 
r , there are a few typographical errors : 
which was printed hastily. These errors will be corrected by 
amendments as we reach thém. I have no desire to occupy fur- 
ther the time of the committee. © : 

Mr. HEPBURN. Before the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs takes his seat, I should like to call his attention 
to a provision on page 18 of this bill—the 
penne for ‘‘incidental expenses.” 

ge number of objects of ture, or possible 
- pow together. I should like to know from the chairman 
e 


committee upon what basis ern ee 
some 


ine Meili be ded on each one of these objécts? One 
appropriation wi expen on one oO ? 

of those objects, as I observe, is ‘‘ expenses of the interment of offi- 
cers killed in action,” and there are numbers of 

tures provided for here which in the present 

Army will not probably have to 

matiy of the objects embraced in 

that large amounts which — 

ee under the lan of 

I should like to know whether in the 


h i that expenses sang Mama ie noe tae, 
ave assum e may 

We More ae the lan of the ee the 

ment and the language of appropria’ bills passed 

We have had regard, also, tothe evidence before the committee as 
to whether or not we could cut down this amount. The General 
stated that here bed beet See ee eres are 


$555,000 of the $600,000 ropriated, there being 
years more to run om the sepeopetitien gathering up the debts 


that were contracted during the year, it was now wh that 
$600,000 would be required to meet the incidental expénses of the 


wie ear a 
to the amount to be expended for each individual item, 
committee had no intention of going into details in that way, 
cause we hoped to get this a; bill through before the 
4th of March; and we very m doubt if we 
been able to report the bill we undertaken 
De ent and examine oS ee eee item 
which every dollar appropriated in the bill is to 
het coo wanes: ich my colleague oes 
other such q ons W m 
that the item to which he velens udes those 
duty as well as those killed in ‘battle’ But the 
that a very small portion of the $600,000 will be used for that pur- 
Mr. HEPBURN. I notice also an item of 
For expenses of expresses to and armies in 


tier posts and 
Sine 
There are a good many items of that kind. Now, there i 
—- of a dollar expended for any of 
uring the coming year. I find here, however, an itetn for 
furniture and ae rem of that ee 
sum appropriated in way, covering vast 
sible eatin conia not the De 
sum appropriated for objects which — 
approve? I take it for ted that 
for office furniture, 


not approve an iture of 4 
TiS leteh tana schich this bill te dreeen 


under the language in this 

no necessity for the expenditure of any 

other object the whole oT ; ; 
furniture—an expenditure w , 
wish to sanction. ; 

It seems to me that there should be some more specie aipes 
of directing the channels in which this money go. The 
appropriation ought not to be made in this loose way—a large sum 
being appaepeseee suertees <2 So Gene 
ing ur oujects Gasiguates, Sit which, Si Renate Sunreree will 

Mr. DOCKERY. I did not hear the whole of the statement 
the tleman in charge of this bill. I wish 


tn ear 


> 








clerical or 
“thousand” oe chtenouithea in t tent iecieeas The amount 
of the should be $2,800,000, I ask that the clause 
be aes d by inserting the word “thousand” after the word 


The CHAIRMAN. In the absence of objection, that amend- 


was no objection. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I ask that the bill be read by sections for 
eae Does the gentleman desire toclose general debate 
ae et I do if nobod ee 


Fee ee eee Caen: tack Hospital Corps, by reason 


of in addition to their mon reek pedelas cecoethe 


Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the gentle- 
man in charge of this bill a question, with his consent. I notice 
that there seems to be an increase all the line in these sums 
for the pay of the Hospital Corps, etc., and for the service pay of 
enlisted men. Willthe cope ee nan Thar a eae 


Is this because of enlistments vided for b 


Congress. since the former appropriation went into 
Mr. HULL. Does the gentleman refer to the clerks and mes- 


. HULICK. I observe that all of the paragraphs that have 
creased. 


just been read have been in 


Mr. HULL. The service pay is increased, I will state to the 
gentleman, reason of length of service. This is simply the 


amount fixed by law. 


Mr. HULI Is it because of increased enlistments in the 


Army? 


Mr. HULL. There is a difference, the oeeee ee: 
y: © serv- 
ice pay there is an increase of compensation or every five years 


stand, between the service pay and a 


service, 


Mr. HULICK. _Is that the sole cause of the increase? 


= That is the sole cause of the 
The CHAIRMAN 


increase. 
. The Clerk will proceed with the reading of 


Pay Department: For pa: iiiasiautintis testis nanwoweiiie 
ized law, 71,500; 
Hor additional pay to such officers for length of service, to be paid with 


ymaster-General » 
sanree ri, ib the Pay anait have wet vo ox- 


fs 


nine for the War t. 


the beginning 
vided,” in isha dow uning_ on. paar the paragraph, being the fol- 
pri eerie Seater ta have not to exceed thirty da 


- herye _ paymasters’ accounts before 
Mr. 5 peer tg Sy oe ee taken. 
waskeaeaninnne ae the objection, and the 
or 
futebol oe 


Mr. | I mové to strike out the last word, for the 


rose of chairman of the the Committee on 


Military 


‘ect? 






a question. What is the provision of law now in reference to the 
met aw retired enlisted men in the Army? 
ULL. The retired pe, if that is what the gentleman 

refers to, is three-fourths of full pay. 

Mr. PICKLER. During life? 

Mr. HULL. During life. 

Mr. BLUE. After wand period of service? 

Mr. HULL. After thirty years’ service. 

Mr. PICKLER,. Do they not get ogee before that? 

a HULL. Noton this account. ey have their service pay, 


f course. 
ou. PICKLER. I withdraw the amendment. 
ew The Clerk will proceed with the reading of 
e@ 
The Clerk read as follows: 


















Provided, 000 of the appropriation for incidental expenses, or so 
much thereof Pen eet be necessary, shail be set aside for the payment of 
men es extra duty at constant labor of not less than ten days in the 

partment; but no such payment shall be made at an 

rate per > eae tone — is fixed by law for the class of persons employe 

at Tithe work therein 

_ Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I would ask consent to go 
vack to the _oronemia perecrephy, in order to ask the chairman of 
the Committee on } Affairs a question in regard to the 
language embodied in the bill in lines 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22 on 


12. 

e CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to recurring to the para- 
aph referred to by the gentleman from Iowa? 

ere was no objection. 

Mr. HEPBURN. The language to which I refer is as follows: 

That, after advertisement, all the ecumplics for the use of the variousdepart- 
ments and — of the Army and branches of the army service shall 
hereafter where the same can be purchased the cheapest, qual- 
ity and cost Sel Gonapastedion and the interest of the Government considered. 

Does that mean within the limits of the United States? 

I remember a number of years ago there was a good deal of 
criticism of one of the quartermasters who made purchases of 
blankets abroad. That did not seem to meet the wishes and sen- 
timent of the American people, and I would like to know from the 
gentleman now whether it is the purpose of this bill to seek Euro- 

markets, for instance, in making purchases of this character? 

Mr. HULL. I wish to say to my colleague that the question of 
buying abroad was not considered by the committee. I presumed, 
at once, ae giving the matter any further consideration, that 
the supplies forthe Army would necessarily be purchased at home. 

o EPBURN. They were not on one occasion. 

Mr. HULL. Irememberthat. This bill sought simply to limit 
the purchases to the point which was most in the intevest of the 
Government. 

If my coll e wishes to offer an amendment limiting it abso- 
lutely to the United States I shall raise no point of order against 
it, and am ectly willing to have it incorporated in the bill. 

‘Mr. HEPBURN. Then, Mr. Chairman, I would like to amend 
the bill by inserting, after the word ‘‘ cheapest,” in line 20, on page 
12, the words: 


In the markets of the United States. 


The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, that amendment will 
be considered as agreed to. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
‘ oe Clerk, proceeding with the reading of the bill, read as 
ollows: 


Construction and repair of hospitais: For construction and repairs of hos- 
— at military posts already established and occupied, including the extra- 
uty pay of enlisted men employed on the same: Provided, That the Army and 
Navy ital at Hot Springs, Ark., is hereby abandoned anéi all improve- 
ments on Government reservation are surrendered and turned over to the 
Interior Department, except quarters for the officers, $75,000. 


Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I ask to correct the bill in a verbal 
way simply, by inserting, in line 2 on page 19, the words “except 
—- for officers, $75,000,” and to strike out those words in 

e 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment suggested by the gentle- 
man from Iowa [Mr. Hui] will be adopted umniess there be 
objection. 

. LITTLE. As I understand, it is a mere transposition of a 

















































line. 
Mr. HULL. Yes; it does \ot affect the matter in which the 
gentleman from Arkansas [M-:. LitTLe] is interested. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
on HULL. Now, Mr. Chairman, the gentieman from Arkan- 
Mr. Litr.e] asked for additional time on the paragraph 
has just been read, relating to a hospital at Hot Springs. 
I cae oars to such time as he wants. 
I want first to make a point of order against 
this provision 


Mr. HULL. I desire to be heard on that. 
The CHAIRMAN. h provision? 
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Mr. LITTLE. Beginning after the word ‘‘ same,” in line 2, on 
page 19, the words— 

Provided that the Army and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., is hereby 
abandoned and all improvements or Government reservation are surren- 
dered and turned over to the Interior Department. 

I make the point, Mr. Chairman, that that is not only new leg- 
islation, but is a change of existing law and not in the interest of 
economy. I find, Mr. Chairman, on page 273 of the Manual, the 
following ruling made by Mr. Kerr when Speaker: 

To a bill making appropriations for the Indian service, an amendment 
transferring the management of Indian affairs from the Department of the 
Interior tothe War Department, but providing no reduction of expenditures, 
was held to be germane as an amendment, but subject to the point of order, 
as being a change of law, and no retrenchment sopeuring as the result of the 
proposed change.—Speaker Kerr, Congressional Record, Forty-fourth Con- 
gress, first session, page 2822. 

Also the following ruling upon the same point: 

An amendment to the sundry civil appropriation bill striking out the 
aa for the Coast and tic Survey and abolishing it asa bureau 
of the Treasury Department, also providing for the transfer of the Coast 
Survey to the Navy Department and of the Geodetic Survey to the interior 

partment, was held not in order as be a change of law; no reduction of 
aT appearing to result from such legislation.—Congressional 
Fifty-third Congress, second session, page 3002. 

Now we find by referring to this clause of the bill that the appro- 
priaticn made last year was $75,000, and the appropriation made 
this year is $75,000; and I call the attention of the Chair to the 
fact that this hospital was established by solemn statute enacted 
in 1882, and this bill not only seeks to transfer the hospital from 
the War Department to the Interior Department, but seeks to 
abandon it as a military hospital, which we do not think can be 
done in an appropriation Vill, nothing appearing in tie bill indi- 
cating that it will reduce the expenses of the Government. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would like to ask the gentleman 
from Arkansas if the rule that was in force in the House at the 
time that Speaker Kerr made the a to which he has just 
referred is. the same as the rule under which we are proceeding 
in this Congress? 

Mr. LITTLE. Iam soinformed. I confess I do not know per- 
sonally. 

Mr. MILES. Will the gentleman allow me an interruption? 

Mr. LITTLE. Certainly. 

Mr. MILES. DoI understand that this is an attempt practi- 
cally to ony a statute? 

r. LITTLE. Yes; itdoes repeal it. It abandons the military 
hospital at Hot Springs. 

The CHAIRMAN. Before thé gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
LiTTLe] takes his seat, will he please send to the Chair the law 
which he claims is being changed by the bill under consideration? 

Mr. HULL.. Mr. Chairman, I want to say just a word on this 
when the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. LirrL®]} has concluded. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will give the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. Hui] opportunity to be heard before deciding the 
question. 

Mr. LITTLE. I have sent out for the statute. I have the 
amendment here re to the appropriation bill originally, 
which I send to the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Hutu] is 
recognized. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman,I simply want to call the attention 
of the Chair to the fact that this is a different question to what we 
ordinarily find in a proposition to change the law on an ap 
priation bill. This is not really a change of law as an abandon- 
ment of a hospital. In the first place, this reservation was all 
under the control of the Interior Department, and, as I understand, 
this part of it was simply taken away from the Interior Depart- 
ment for the purpose of a hospital for the Army and Navy, and 
for that only. 

Mr. STEELE. Temporarily. 

Mr. HULL. Tem ily, or as long asitisso used. I under- 
stand further, Mr. Chairman, that the Interior Department keeps 
&@ man there all the time to look after the entire reservation, col- 
lect the rent frora the part that is leased, and see that the interests 
of the Government are properly provided for. I do not regard 
the point as to reduction of expenditures as of any force under 
our rule, but I want to call the attention of my friend from 
Arkansas [Mr. LirTLe] to this fact, that on page 20 of the bill, 
where we come to the Medical Department p r, there is a reduc- 
tion in the amount expended. and the reduction is made because 
the committee omitted the words that heretofore carried an appro- 
priation for this hospital at Hot Springs, Ark. Heretofore the 
Army and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., had been specific- 
ally mentioned as entitled to part of the appropriation. 

think, Mr. Chairman, if we simply struck out the appropria- 
tion entirely that the property reverts to the Interior Department. 
But in order to make it clear, this provision was inserted in the 
law. Ido not regard it as a change that comes within the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would like to ask the gentleman 
from Arkansas where the law is that provides that this shall be 
under and maintained by the War Department, because the law 


sent up to the Chair peosties bow thesabeiihap shel becuated 
and says nothing about which Department of the Government 
shall maintain the hospital at this 

Mr. HULL. eee sere is simply intended to make it clear, 
so that in case the i can lease these buildin 
it can do so at once, instead questions that be 
raised without the by which War sur- 
renders control of I aim satisfied that the gentleman from 
Ar if he is desirous of his - 
ment to the best advantage, would be glad to have this fixed in 
sume way so that these bui can be utilized, and in place of 
being worthless to the Army Navy, and a great expense to the 
Government, becoming profitable to the Government and 
with patients from other points of the United States. That can 
only be done by provi a method by which the Government 
can lease the present buildings. 

Mr. LITTLE. I shall address to that later on. 

Mr. HULL. On the question of the point of order, I do not 
believe it to lie in this case, for the reason that the whole reserva- 
tion has been under the control of the Interior 
much of it was taken out of that control 
and Navy Hospital was ; 

War Department ceases to maintain the 
there it virtually reverts to the Interior get a 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. , the rule the con- 
struction of the rule has been uniform— no bureau and no 
institution, on a general tion bill can be transferred 
from one Department to another. My friend from Arkansas {Mr. 
LITTLE] read to the Chair some of a former t of 
the chair, but he omitted to read, at the bottom of page of the 
Manual of the first session of the Fifty-fourth Congress, a citation 
which expressly declares: 

Provisions in or amendments 
vii Sst nsagueent of Pasa Es eas Dopartonas ame 

However desirable it may be to abandon this military hospital, 

the very purpose of that rule is to force its abandonment as an 


independent proposition. 
The CHAIRMAN. Before the gentleman from Texas leaves 
of a Speaker 


that point of a previous ruling of the House that 
one bureau can oat be transferred from toanother, 
by law in a par- 


one 
does not that relate to the bureaus that are 
ir B LEY. U. doubtedly, if this eee not estab- 
. . Un , was 
lished by law and is not maintained by law it needs no 
in the bill toabandon it. To say about it abandon 
it. The law ae, for establishment and its 
i . Now,i t law is not a continuing act, all the 
Committee on Military Affairs needs to do is simply to make no 
pan. me i #3 — thus a The very fact that the 
commi ve felt it necessary to incorporate an express provision 
for its abandonment is a concession on the part of the committee 
that it has been ee ee ee ee 
eee a aie from Iowa to 
say anything further u \ 
her. HULL, tds net dain 


more. 
. TheChair is of the that it does vio- 


HAIRMAN 
late the rule that provides that in an appropriation bill no 


shall be made; and if the leman has anything further to say 
eS HULL Till me ie capitis ulti Met Ninioed 
of changing t ot the Seterior t 


000 to be a propriated for an 
aoe f the Poccdmaa of W. a Pew ache. 
o ar, 
and ee ak ae 


eral of the Army 
S aninindaane 
Department in an 
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while we left out the Hot 




























































the amount of the As this is the first part 
of the bill where an hospitals, I offer an 
amendment to this to come in after the words ‘‘seventy- 
five thousand dollars,” as ws: 
at 
nt ioe de oak June 30, 1897, the Army and Navy Hospital 
I do not desire to take u time this but will ask 
the Chair to decide whale ak sana ta or not. 
Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Chairman, I ask to have that 


a iciiliadich eek Vind ts Glin 


Tine 6, after the word “ dollars " insert the following: 
“ i 1897, and N psf tal 
ar ironided, That on oF before Jane 3, the Army ‘avy Hospital at 
Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Chairman, I make the same point 

amendmen 


against 

that t. It simply seeks 
in an indirect way. This hospital is a 

institution; and in answer to one suggestion that has 
from Iowa, I wish to say that this 
from the other property at Hot Springs, 
oe e 


afterwards, I believe, $70,000, , 
HULL. Let me correct the The total was 
$140,500. 


Mr. HEPBURN. Does that include all the expenditures made 
in the improvement of the property known as the Hot Springs 


Mr. LITTLE. There has been in the appropriation bill 
an ree te mine hundred dollars for the necessary improve- 
men 
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But the hospital has cost only the amuunt I have stated, 
except that there have been other amounts a priated to bean- 
tify the grounds, which are segregated from the reservation by a 
stone w: 


Mr. HEPBURN. What was the cost of extending the waters 
under a street there at one time? 

Mr. LITTLE. Oh, that had no connection whatever with the 
hospital. At one time there was appropriated seventy-five or 
eighty thousand dollars, as I remember, for the bridging of Hot 

Creek. The Government owning all the property on one 
side of the creek, an appropriation was made to bridge or arch 
the creek down the main avenue, the Government paying half 
the expense and the city, | think, paying the other half. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Now, will the gentleman tell us what is the 
aggregate of the appropriations made and expended upon that 
reservation, or upon all those reservations? 

Mr. LITTLE. The two that I have indicated are all that I 
remember. But I will say to the gentieman that there is a large 
revenue to the Government every year from this reservation, 
ranging, I believe, from $40,000 to $75,000 annually. The moneys 
thus received are expended, under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior, upon the necessary improvements. And it onght 
not to be forgotten that the Government owns a large number of 
salable iots, which are now valued at from $75,000 to $100,000, in 
addition to the remainder of these extensive reservations. But 
the rents from the bath houses and the leases furnish the money 
for on necessary improvements, and really costs the Government 
not . 

Mr. HEPBURN. What did I understand the gentleman to 
state as the amount of annual revenue? 

Mr. LITTLE. From $40,000 to $75,000, I think. I speak from 
memory. It pays the expenses of the superintendent of the reser- 
vation and other officers and makes the necessary improvements, 
all from the rentals paid the Government. 

Mr. HULL. If the Government is receiving a revenue of from 


$40,000 to $75,000 a year from the balance of this reservation, why 
should the gentleman from Arkansas insist on wasting that 
amount wu a useless hospital? 


Mr. LITTLE. I think the assumption of my friend from lowa 
is erroneous. The expenses of maintaining this establishment, 
outside of the payment of Government employees, is but a small 

,000 or $4,000 for an entire year. The assumption of 
the gentleman that the hospital does no good to the Army is an 
error, as I think lam able toshow. Not one dollar of this money 
is wasted. 

Mr. HULL. Then the gentleman had better show it to the 
War ment and the Surgeon-Gieneral’s Office. 

Mr. LITTLE. Not knowing that this bill was under way in 
the committee and having no idea of its being reported so early, 
1 did not have my attention drawn to this provision until a few 
days ago—after the bill was reported. 

report of the Secretary of War had not been distributed at 
that time; at least I had failed to get a copy and knew nothing at 
all about this recommendation, and when I learned of it I was 
astonished that the Secretary of War should desire to 
strike down this worthy institution. Im all sincerity, I desire to 
suy that in regard to this hospital [ believe the House is now in 
danger of making a very great mistake. I believe that this insti- 
tution, if it were cared for properly in the appropriation bills, 
would not only be of the greatest benefit to the Army, but its 
operations and benefits could be extended; a division could be set 
apart for the treatment of disabled or ailing veterans in the Sol- 
diers’ Homes of this country. 

While I am on the floor, as the question of appropriation will 
come up later, without regard to the ruling of the Chairman upon 
the point of order—I am proceeding by unanimous consent, I be- 
lieve, at any rate—I wish to say thet there is a reason why no 
greater number of sick soldiers are sent to this hospital. The 
smaliness of such attendance is not on account of any lack of 
advantages there, for the advantages of the institution for treat- 
ment of particular classes of diseases are not excelled in the civ- 
ilized world. Nobody,I presume, who is acquainted with the 
curative powers of the waters at Hot Springs will deny that the 


use of those waters affords the surest treatment for rhenmatism, 
neuralgia, and: various other diseases not necessary to be men- 

I wish now to call the attention of the chairman of the com- 
mittee to the statement of the Surgeon-General’s report, on which 
the ion of the Secretary of War seems to-have been 
based. It ae that there are in this hospital 16 beds for offi- 
cersand 64for enlisted men. Thatis the capacity of the building. 
Ic is stated in this rt that during the last year there were a 
total of 84 soldiers treated there—oflicers and privates. Then tho 
report proceeds: 

of cases 50 were returned to duty, 15 were discharged for disability, 


these 
3 resumed their status on furlough, and 17 remained under treatment at the 
close of the year. Inquiries in regard to the 60 men returned to duty 
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six months after they were sent from the hospital showed that 36 were 
duty with their commands or were well at the time they had been disc 


for disability on ac- 
count of relapses, and 2 for venereal disease cont: subsequent — 
return to duty; 3 were undergoing treatment on account of relapse, and 2 
had deserted. Of the 68 completed cases, 43 were cases of rheumatism, and of 
these cases 36 were returned to duty after an average treatment of eighty- 
five days and 7 were discharged for disability after an average treatment of 
ninety-five and six-tenths days. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if we compare the average. number of 
sufferers from rheumatism and neuralgia treated at this hospital 
with the small amount required to carry on this laudable enter- 
eS three or four thousand dollars of actual expenditure 

xy appropriation outside of the pay of officers, stewards, etc.—it 
strikes me the propriety of continuing this hos — must be 
apparent, because the mode of treatment pursued there reaches 
cases which are not curable in the ordinary way. 

I wish to call special attention to the language which I shall 
read from the report of the Surgeon-General, from which it will 
be seen that he does not recommend the abandonment of this hos- 
pital. On the contrary, he points out, as I construe his language, 
the reason why the attendance has been so small as it has been: . 

The special pases afforded by the Government in ae hospital 
in the treatment of the diseases mentioned in Circular G. O., 
December &, 1892, do not seem te be appreciated properly by medical officers 
cof the Army. 

I take it for granted, although I am not familiar with details of 
that kind, that the sick persons of the Army.are by direction of 
the local surgeons of the Army directed as to where they shall go 
for treatment. From the statement of the Surgeon-General it 
appears that the officers of the Army have not appreciated up to 
this time the conditions existing at this hospital and the wonder- 
ful curative powers of these waters. He says further: 

It is equipped with all the latest and best naptiness: for the treatment of 

tients by hydrotherapy, electricity, manage, = he Swedish movements. 

Yo cannetrinan or private establishment a’ oe. Spetnes offers any such 
advantages. It is believed that if cases suitable for treatment at the Springs 
were sent earlier in the progress of the diseass many serious complications 
might be prevented and a larger percentage of recoveries be effected. 

It appears that under the regulations of the Department.only 
the more desperate cases have been sent to this hospital for treat- 
ment, 

Now, in view of the splendid appliances at this institution, the 
magnificent building which has been erected at the expense of the 
Government under the leadershi 'p of a man whose friendship to 
the soldiers can not be questioned—Gen. John A. Logan—it does 
seem to me that this institution ought not to be stricken down on 
a mere ex parte recommendation of the Secretary of War. Noth- 
ing is offered in lieu of the accommodations of which it is pro- 
posed to deprive the officers and men of our Army. The doors of 
this hospital should not be closed; but left open to ‘meet the needs 
of these men. 

If the attendance is not sufficient to fill up all the beds provided 
in the hospital, why can not provision be made that the old sol- 
diers in the Soldiers’ Homes of the country who are suffering with 
neuralgia and rheumatic diseases or other diseases that may be 
healed by these waters, contracted in the service, may be sent to 
this institution for treatment? I believe sincerely that when the 

wers of these waters and the facilities of this hospital become 

own to the public it will be regarded as little less than a crime 
: strike down the institution in this way. I hope it will not be 
one. 

My friend ——. that if I am a friend of the public or of my 
own people I wi t object to this. I claim to be a friend of 
both. As such I believe that this hospital ought to be nurtured. 
I believe the future wiil show that the tee of this hos- 

ital was among the wisest acts of Con As Gen. John A. 
Fue himself said, in presenting the bil for the establishment of 


- this hospital, “The city of Hot Springs virtually belongs to the 


Government; these waters belong to the Government.” 
building with its appliances has been erected at public expense 
and for a nobie purpose. And to strike down this institution by 
action taken thus early in the session, at a time when neither I 
nor the friends of that city, or of this hospital, I might say—I will 
not say it, because it might be offensive—when the friends of this 
institation are called upon to meet this question without warning 
and without opportunity to make a fair showing to the House— 
would, it seems to me, be entirely wrong and without justification. 

I have said this much at this time for the reason that later on I 
shall ask that the usual appropriation be made for the maintenance 
of this hospital. 

And, Mr. Chairman, I wish to urge on the thinking members of 
this House, those who are acquainted with the Hot Springs and 
the curative powers of its waters, not to confuse this institution, 
which is segregated from the Government ree there, with 
the other interests that the Government hol This institution 
is fed by pipes which furnish the curative waters fresh from the 
Springs for use in the hospital. And in view of the fact of the 

hundreds of old soldiers in Homes scattered throughout the coun- 
try, with the number ailing with fearful diseases; neuralgic and 


rheumatic, whose conditions can be cured or at least amel- 
iorated by that institution, I think before we lay 
it and abandon it we ought to lot ee Se ae eee 
its sphere of usefulness and make it more valuable than it is now 


to these people. And I think, Mr. Chairman, this matter is 

pen perly Ew before the chairman of Committee on 
Afisire, he will agree with ie 

I den not like to disagree or oo coment of this 

House, aaa I never One Whar sible te avoid it. But on 


this occasion I feel constrained to oe cutting 
off of the appropriation for this institu ‘Tint contrary to 
the best interests of the Government, "onl of § there. 
I believe that the Government will lose it down 
the institution—looking at it from a business because 
the Government owns now thousands of dollars’ worth of property 
ae ewseuieales k K vinatieation to ae en proper 
pense is requ to up. us 
thee mature dalibesiion, ae Gaia balm to every suf- 
fering soldier. Let this boon of relief be enjoyed by all the old 
suffering veterans throughout the nation, that their last days 
may be without that suffering that their exposure has placed upon 
em. 
I thank the House and the chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs for being so kind as to permit me to progress irregu- 


Hot aie, to which reference is 
olly on account of the necessity for _ an institution at 
that point, but because of the enterprise of the citizens at Hot 
Springs, and I want ae after somewhat of acquaintance with 
the people there, acquired by an i that Ihappened to 
of getting the buseas af appauaaenian they are 
of getting the efit of ap) 
rising people that I have yet met in the U: wench ones 4 
It was found a few years ago in a controversy in the courts 
between certain individuals these lands and the United 
States—it was found by the Supreme Court of the United States 
that the Government, unfortunately for the Government, eo 


this Hot Springs Reservation. There were then some 

on it,a hotel and some bath houses, and the Amare 

a commission to ascertain the value of-the pay for the 

appropriation and issued certificates to the owners. tone 

buildings which they had already erected on a side of ¢ a 

On the other side of this line or ounrte the 

land to the actual settlers at “— was san eammenl 

The Government rented some of the privileges for bath pans 

and rented the hotel at $1,000 a year. The 

committee during the time of the lease showed that it was worth 

$25,000 a year. I may say that aftera geet of bee, we Uae 
ear or two afterwards, it was rented for a period of ten years at 
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way over this gully, and then by 
securing a magnificent street. In 


grading, by some 
ment with the contractors, the a = ae a oust Saint 
the material off of the land on chai ae a 


Government reservation, im — property 
they were able to put a fine thock stores along strani on aot 
side. That p weer wee and was at bp cena angen Sey eg 
during the period of this investigation, of immense value 

Of course to an ordinary citizen of the United States it would 
have been supposed that the abutting owners of the 
would pay equally, share and share , for this oF Hot Sorin, 
ment. But not so with the enterprising a 
They impressed upon 
property, and that the Goer ¢ chou do the ewes 
and as a consequence the vote owners along the 
= the street found themselves in of a 

instead of a gully and creek, which there before, 

wit out any cost to themselves. Their property necessarily was 
rr. enhanced in value. 


Dsthes 1 wes tae they had just commenced the founda- 
See and we had some eminent 


Hue 


us. ae ee demonstrated that it was tnsafe to leave 
matters in tan adieu weatina aa because the 
lower opening of end rig oF ae below, 
the Government h 

deposited all of 

way (the contractor hanted ae sett 2 convenient = nance 
line for that p' thought 


that in hot 


woather malaria was Usely to.pee 


and, of course, 


instead of it belug » healthy piace Sore heapltalti would was tat 
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Mr. HULL. I have one I can send up if the gentleman desires. 
I wanted to offer it at the following page. 














y sums  Senerete Ceenwne The Clerk read as follows: 
these te not delow the hospital, some 6 or 7 tine “dollars.” + nes 
miles where the oe enters into the Ouachita River. That tage atom wiation mentioned im this bil sball . ae es 
remember that I was out of oneterm. I the support of the hospital at Hot Springs, Ark.” 
up to the time I in heading off a to extend . - Pati «“ . a 
pt ae aie 7 ‘ “t found a ant HULL. Put in the words “ Army and Navy Hospital” at 
ing a small archway across Mr. TIETLE. Mr. Chairman, I desire to inte the same 
street below the Government in order to protect the | point of order sapiens this amendment. cae ee 
health of the people who should be in the hospital. I think that | " The CHAIR - The point of order is sustained; and the 
the whole for that was some $20,000 Clerk will read. 

SO rar told, oe See LITTLE - The Clerk ed to read. 
= , os > a the Mr. BL Mr. Chairman, with the consent of the Chair 


Mr. HULL. I do not think it makes any difference. I will 
offer it at another place. 
Mr. BLUE. I think the Chair is evidently in error about that. 

















































ment was to one that it was receiving: so : ; : : : 
that undou os sen a most m una thing han tin Govern- wad Cee ewer] The Chair has decided the point of order. 
ment, in a pecuniary w.w Cour : 
—_— o oetee peg The Clerk read as follows: 
Isu that it ought to be sold to the highest , but MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 
tely there was a great They wanted to keep one | Medical and hospital department: For the purchase of medical and hospital 


ae disinfectants for general post sanitation, expenses of medi- 
rupply coucte. pay of employees, medical care and treatment of officers 
e men of the Army on duty at posts and stations for which no 
other provision is made; for the proper care and treatment of cases in the 
Army suffering from contagious or epidemic diseases; advertising and other 
miscellaneous pas of the Medical Department, the amount to be eéx- 
pended for pay of civilian aires not to exceed $40,000, $135,000; oxperi- 
mental cooking, $200; in all, $135,200. 

Mr. HULL. I desire to offer an amendment, to come in at the 
close of this paragraph, after the word ‘‘ dollars.” 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On page 20, line 21, after the word “dollars” insert the following: “Pro- 
vided, t no part of this sum shall be expended in the further maintenance 
of the Army and Navy Hospital, at Hot Springs, Ark.” 

Mr.HULL. Before the Chair decides the question on the point 
of order I desire to be heard. 

Mr. LITTLE. I want to raise the same point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman on the 
point of order. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, the appropriation in this clause 
keretofore has included the Army and Navy Hospital at Hot 
Springs, Ark., and the committee did not appropriate for it, with 
the understanding that it was to be eliminated from the bill and 
turned over to the Interior Department. It seems to be very 
clear that it is not new legislation in this bill to limit appropria- 
tions to certain hospitals or to provide that no part should be 
used for others; not new legislation for this House in Committee 
of the Whole to determine whether it will appropriate for a spe- 
cific thing or shall not, and whether it will limit the appropria- 
tion or not. And it seems to me that the Chair, in considering 
that question, ought to remember that the entire question of 
appropriations is ore the Committee of the Whole, and the 

mmittee of the Whole has the right to limit the appropriations 
to the specific ere that it desires to appropriate for. To hold 
otherwise is to abridge the power of the House. I regard this as 
a very different proposition from the one that the Chair ruled on 
a few minutes ago, as to transferring it to the Interior Depart- 
ment. And in reference to this point I think the Chair will be 
unable to find that there is any decision in the House or in Com- 
mittee of the Whole that denies to the Committee of the Whole 
the right to limit reens in Committee of the Whole on 
an app: tion bill. There is no decision in all the parlia- 
mentary history of the House which would hold this amendment 


of ranning them, but the Government was a very convenient pay- 
master to do all this sort of thing; and I have no doubt 
this hospital was located there because of the im ities and 
the veness and en of the citizens of Hot Springs. 
y, Mr. Chairman, the Government gave them a portion of 
the ation upon which to build a court-house, I think, or a 
schoolhouse, and the enterprising city of Hot , after they 
title to it, sold it and the money. er they ever 
uilt a court-house in another place or not I do not know, but that 
= the way ee = running. a ire no — that 
e Secretary ar been impelled vy udgment and busi- 
ness ability, notwithstanding the recommendations that have un- 
ser ass a tel eect stl 
entirely unnecessary, an 
an -institution for the Government to maintain. Just 


whole 
of the Interior Government hospital. 
. PARKER. i. Chattnes I have y ted out to 
this committee one , and that is that this hospital is not estab- 
lished by any law just such an amendment, tacked on to 
Oe er eer ren rane cue ch ender, 
The C - To what is the gentleman speaking? 
Mr. PARKER. Iam speaking, sir, to the same question that 
.has been before the House—the advisability of continuing this 


CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. PARKER. I movs to insert the words: 


Rdpedned ay mentioned in this bill shall be 


Provided, of the 
applied to the support of the at Hot Springs, Ark. in - essence provides that no amendment nor an original prop- 
- osition on an appropriation bill shall change existing law. I am 
In the law of 1882 we find the following: informed that in former appropriation bills this Army and Navy 


construction of the S -Gen- i ; 46callv name Thi 
of the Army, #1500): Provided, ae ereed by is, appr 4 Hespital at Hot Springs, ae as been specifically named. This 


for army , | amendment proposed by the gentleman from Iowa is not obnoxious 

dud bc coeettleant eo becten ot Sn Avae, to that part of the rule, because it does not change existing law. 

a accordance “ft War tacks to be 1 and submitted to | It is made in the abundance of caution as a provision that no part 
hospital, when in a condition to receive ts, shall be gubjedt 43 of this appropriation shall be usedthere, while the existing law, 

— rules, and restrictions as shall ‘be provided the Presi- | so far as it goes, specifically applies to that particular point. It 
preerbe pany ee evens fear = Cap tal shall be | was on that account that Ia moment ago said, without any dis- 


paragement of the Chair's ruling, that I thought the Chair was in 
error, because it certainly does not change existing law. There- 
fore I think that the point of order is not well taken. 

The CHAIRMAN. Let the Chair ask the gentleman from 


_ Mr. Mr. Kansas this question—— 

‘i Onene I could not understand what it was. Mr. HULL. If the ruling of the Chair should be against this 
i, Phe - Will the gentleman send his amendment to | amendment, I desire to say it simply limits committees in report- 
the Clerk's desk? ing appropriation bills in all their discretion, and compels them to 


appropriate for objects that are utterly and entirely worthless for 









ment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 
The Clerk read. 
Mr. LA . Mr. Chairman—— 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not care to hear any further 
discussion. 

Mr. LACEY. I should like to cite an authority. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not care to hear anything 
further on this point. 

Mr. LACEY. I desire to cite some authorities which have not 
boon ote sai sites Hae Stenees & Peiet. 

The CHAIRMAN. The has decided the question; and 
the Clerk will read. 

Mr. LACEY. Then I appeal from the decision of the Chair, so 
that we have an 
erly. On appeal, in addition to the decision that 
been cited by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Dive .ry], I wis 
to call attention to two other decisions. 

HAIRMAN. Onemoment. Is thereanything before the 


Mr, LACEY, appeal is before the committee, unless the 


to 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not understand that the 


one aT. 
Mr. LA - ON ggg! ekg cage er actagy a orga dlaemaicegy oe 
te - Does gentleman desire to argue the 
ques 


Mr. LACEY. I desire to present the to the committee. 
The Chair did not wish to be informed, but the Committee of the 


Whole Pas Sa like to be. 

The CH. . If the gentleman'can inform the Chair, he 
nt oe 

. LACEY. Ido not wish to undertake to inform the Chair 


further than to call attention to previous decisions, which the Chair 
declined to allow me to read. 


tee, for this question is of much more importance than the ques- 
tion whether or not the Hot Springs 
ht of this House to control the 


It is a question of the 

tions that it may h pass for the public service; whether it 
is within our power to limit those onsornot; w er 
the House determine which have been 


that the Chair made a few moments ago, and which is now the 
decision of the committee, because the committee has affirmed 
the action of the Chair. But the here 


in compensation for 

‘= were 

Chair overruled the point of order, and held the amendment di 

change existing law; that had the right to limitations and'fx 
the option of petasthg the aumumtusoanpeaninted. ee 


Now, in the Fifty-second Congress, under a rale very similar 
to the one at in f i 
= saan orce, it was decided as follows, and I read 


The following appropriation namely, “ 
ani aetna eae eae es eee 
aot which are to Government, was held 


to the point of order under rule, 





tion. And we find in the Digest 









to that rendered by the Chair in the present case. 








of the committee may be 
tions which are vital to the conduct of the business of this House. 










thas ard Phe C 









Why? Because it provided that “‘ hereafter” it shall not be so 





that exact point, the amendment was changed, the word “ here- 


after” was eliminated from the amendment, and the proposition 


was limited to the spacifié ap riation then under considera- 
is provision: 

An amendment providing that no money appropriated in the ding bill 
should be appli the tion of troops on certain vale was 
held im orde of expenditure, and not a change of exist- 





So, Mr. Chairman, we have had two decisions directly opposite 
In the first ses- 
sion of this Con we had one such decision and we have the 
decision in the Fifty-second Congress which I have just quoted. 

Now, I make this appeal in good faith, in order that the decisions 
onious on such questions—ques- 


It is not a question whether we shall have the Hot Springs hos- 
pital or not, but it is a question with reference to the proper 
method of procedure in theconsideration of legislation on appro- 
in this body. 

The CHAIRMAN. Before the gentleman from Iowa takes his 
seat, the Chair desires to make this suggestion with reference to 
the pen point, that there is a distinction between the present 
app and the questions raised to which the gentleman 


Here is a general appropriation bill making provision for hos- 
pitals without applying it to specific hospitals. Certain sums 
are appropriated, and then the proviso is suggested that no part 
of the money hereby appropriated shal! be used for a certain hos- 

ital, to wit, the hospital at Hot Springs. The Chair has held 


to bea e of exis law. 
Mr. LACEY. it is isely the same as in the railroad case. 


The two ts were identical. 

The MAN. The Chair thinks the case is entirely differ- 
ent. If an amount of money was appropriated—so many thou- 
sand dollars—for a hospital at any point, so many thousand dol- 
lars for a hospital at another point, and so on, and no appropriatioi. 
was made for Hot Springs at all, it would present a different 
question. That would be the kind of a case the gentleman pre- 
sents. But where there is a general appropriation, as in the pres- 
ent instance, you must have new legislation in order that the 
amount of money that you appropriate shall be diverted from any 
one of the hospitals which have been heretofore supported by the 
Government. It is, as the gentleman will see, a different propo- 
sition from where a salary is provided, where the law fixes the 
salary at $3,000, for instance, and only $2,000 is appropriated. 
The reason that the Chair, in that instance, held that there was 
no change in existing law was because it was left optional with 
the party to accept the $2,000 or not, specifically holding that it 
did not affect the rights of the party to receive the $3,000, and 
colléct it, if he saw proper to go into the Court of Claims for that 


Mr. LACEY. But the Chair, with all due deference, loses sight 
of the decision in the case where there was a specific appropria- 
tion for the transportation of troops—a general appropriation, a 
lump sum to be used, in the appropriation bill. and an amendment 

roviding that the money should not be paid out of the appropria- 

forcarrying evera certain line, specifying the particular 
That was held to be a proper limitation on the appropria- 
tion, and not a change of existing law. When the word “ here- 
after ” was inserted in the first instance in the amendment it was 
held to beac of existing law. But when that word was 
eliminated it was held that the House had the right to determine 
how the money should be expended which it appropriated, and 
that the ion was in order. 

Now pending amendment is limited to a specific appropria- 
tion before the committee, that is to say, it provides that it shall 
not be expended at Hot Sprin Why, on what principle, or 
under what provision of the rules, can we not limit the appro- 
priation? It is a general appropriation for general purposes, just 
as in the case J have illustrated in the Fifty-first Congress. 

It is a power that is inherent in the House, which was so held 
in all the decisions heretofore, and it can not afford to relinquish 
or surrender it in this manner. 

Mr. CANNON. I would like-to ask the gentleman from Iowa 
@ question with his consent. 

r. LACEY. Certainly. 

Mr. CANNON. I was not present when the point of order was 
made upon which the committee voted a few minutes age, and 
did not the decision of the Chair. I want to see if Il under- 
stand exactly what is involved in the controversy. 

Mr. PAR I offered the amendment; and I should like to 


It. : 
. CANNON. Well, in a moment. I merely want to ask a 
I have not found the general provision that the gentle- 
man refers to. On what page is it? 
Mr. LACEY. The provision is not in the printed bill. 


It is in 











Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, I make the point of 
member of the House has no right to cross-examine the Chair. 


Laughter. 
OD Oh, I think a member of the House who lacks 
information on any particular subject may seek light from the 
Chair. c 
The . This bill makes a general appropriation for 
all these 
Mr. DALZELL. the bill can make no general 
i until it has passed. question now is whether 
or not we shall make in this bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. It seeks to makea i 
Mr. DALZELL. but this has the same right to 
make a special I 
shall 


The Chair will submit the question to the 


Now, does not the greater include 
the right to strike out the entire appropriation 
inclade the right to strike out the appropria- 


gentleman from New Jersey . Parker] offered an amend- 
ment, which the Clerk will 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


On in line 15, after the word “* ” insert the words “ except 
the Anat oak Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark.” 


ein and lame, an 


hee uestion being were—ayes 57 

The CHAIRMAN” On question the ayes are 57 and the 
noes are 84. The decision of the Chair is 80 the amend- 
ment is in order. 

Mr. LITTLE. Mr. 


was $3,600. 1 find that out of 43 completed 
seadapeliaaeasiiads. Ub weed wiclhte thesmeiie tice ee 

cured. There were 80 in all during the year and 36 of 
were cured of rheumatism, and a great many were cured 





Hot at some other 





upon the of Hot 

man chock toes felt cal 
or twenty years ago, when the town had a few sports in it, some 
of them given to playing poker and such games, looking out for 


















The gentleman from New York 
to pass some animadversions 
rings. I donot know why the gentle- 
on to do so, but I learn that fifteen 


[Mr. Payne} chose a while 


“suckers,” the gentleman visited Hot Springs. {Laughter.! Ido 


not know what happened to him there [laughter], but I can 
assure him that he will encounter no such dangers if he will 
return now. [Laughter.] 


At that time the town was a small place. Now it is a beautiful 
city of 18,000 people, with splendid police regulations, and no 
, not even from New York, need be uneasy. Then the Giov- 


ernment property was a mere waste. Now it is a valuable prop- 


erty and is of real interest and value to the Government. The 


money that has been ropriated for the improvement of Hot 
than 


Springs has been more reimbursed. More than $100,000 of 


the property of the United States was sold at one offering, and 


poe — pea of it remains oe of the general reservation. 
e people of Hot Springs are not erent from the people of any 
other city of this country. 

I do not know why my friend wants to “ jump” indiscriminately 
upon the ——_ of Hot Springs. I know many of those people 
personally. ‘The statement of the gentleman that they are a ;:ro- 
gressive people is true. I would add that they are an honest peo- 
ple, an industrious people, a people who love their city, a people 
who are proud of the Government reservation at that place, proud 
of its adornments, proud of the efficacy of the waters that flow from 
those mountains, proud of the hospital that stands as a monument 
to General , who often enjoyed the benefits of these waters. 
They believe ¢ this institution, which could be worth so much 
to the Army, ought not to be stricken down, but should be per- 
petuated. No better people, no grander citizenship exists any- 
where. For intelligence, for patriotism, for morality they will 
compare favorably with any citizenship in the nation. 

In the statement which I read a few moments ago when some 
gentlemen who are here now were not present, the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral indicates that it is hard to make the surgeons of the Army 
understand the curative powers of these waters and the splendid 
facilities of this institution. He recommends, therefore,a relaxa- 
tion of the present tions, so that persons suffering from the 
diseases for which waters are so valuable may go to that 
institution before their diseases have so far progvessed as to ren- 
der their cure doubtful. I speak the truth, as it will be confirmed 

the declaration of man of medical learning who has inves- 
the subject, when I say that the waters of the Hot Springs 


are a 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LITTLE. {I should like to occupy a few moments more. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I ask unanimous consent that the 
gentleman have five minutes more. He has reached a very inter- 
esting point. 

The CHAIRMAN. Isthere objection toallowing the gentleman 
from Arkansas to proceed for fra minutes longer? The Chair 
hears none. 

Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Chairman, as I was about to remark, every 
jearned man in the ession of medicine who has investigated 
this subject agrees the waters of Hot Springs are a specific 


that | for rheumatism, neuralgia, and for other diseases to which, unfor- 
ity is 


tunately, humanity is heir. Persons whose diseases can not be 
seanhed ky an ee remedies go to the city of Hot Springs, halt 
after remaining there a comparatively short time 
are able to ‘‘take up their beds and walk” as of old. 

A Memeer. Do have to drink the water, or is it applied 


? 
oan LITTLE. They drink the water, and they bathe in it. 


Those waters are charged with medicinal qualities which will cure 
afflicted humanity when nothing else will. Rheumatism and neu- 
ralgia are diseases peculiarly prevalent in the Army: and for those 
diseases these waters are practically a specific, to say nothing 
about other diseases for which the efficacy of the waters is well 
recognized. For the diseases peculiar to the soldier on account of 
his exposure to the weather and the other hardships which he 
endures these waters are almost a specific. Of 43 such cases 
received at that institution in 1896, 36 went away cured, and the 

remained well, according to the report of the Surgeon- 


Now, if thisinstitution were costing the Government its millions, 
there might be objection to appropriating money for its mainte- 
nance; but the expenditure last year was only $3,600. 

Mr. HULL. as not that for the payment of employees only? 

Mr. LITTLE. That was for medicine and other expenses, ex- 
clusive of the pay of Government employees. Of course it 
does not include pay of officers, nurses, etc., because they are on 


the pay roll. ; 
Why is there not more effort to enlarge the usefulness of this 
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hospital, which can be done without any serious outlay, and to 
extend the opportunities for receiving the treatment furnished 
there? The Surgeon-General says that the facilities are not 
exceeded elsewhere in the United States. This being true, I say 
that instead of attempting to strike down this institution by with- 
drawing these small appropriations for its support, we had better 
make provision for opening the doors of the institution wider, so 
as to admit the suffering veterans of the various Soldiers’ Homes 
of the United States. I believe that if this hospital, under proper 
legislation and with such additions as may be necessary, could be 
opened to those veterans—it is now opened only to the active mem- 
bers of the Army—if that institution could be opened to the rheu- 
matic and the neuralgic sufferers who are to-day in our Soldiers’ 
Homes and fast breathing away their lives for want of adequate 
treatment—if those sufferers could be carried to that institution 
for treatment and restored or relieved, as they might be, we should 
do honor to ourselves and do honor to the memory of John A. 
Logan, the man who really established that hospital, and do 
jastice to the suffering man who contracted his diseases while in 
line of duty, defending his country. 

It was said by the chairman of the committee that I did not seem 
to be the friend of the people of Hot Springs, or I would not 
insist on this proposition. Let me teli him that whether it would 
be best for the people of Hot Springs or not, I believe that the 
doors of this institution should not be closed. Ido not believe the 
institution ought to be passed over to the Secretary of the Interior 
to be by him leased to private parties. Wehdve now ourthousands 
of bath tubsopen to the suffering public. We haveour pools open 
to those who are unable to pay for medicinal treatment; and 75 per 
cent of the poor unfortunate creatures who go there to take advan- 
tage of those waters leave the city healed and return to bless their 
homes and love their country. [Applause. } 

Here the hammer ai 

Mr. HOLL. Mr..C an, only a few words in reply to the 
gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. LirT.e}]. He has dealt largelyin 
sentimental considerations, but this is simply a practical question. 
The Surgeon-General of the Army, after paying his tribute to 
the splendid facilities at Hot Springs for the treatment of disease, 
acknowledges that we can not get the patients there. The Secre- 
tary of War appointed a commission to investigate this question. 
The officers went to Hot Springs and made a thorough investiga- 
tion, and the result of their findings is crystallized in the report 
of the Secretary of War. 

I notice that on this question the division of votes in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole has been somewhat on party lines. The 
gentleman who submits this report to the Congress of the United 
States isa Democrat. This is not a party question; and I want 
to call the attention of the House again to the language of the 
Secretary of War. He says: 

The experience gained in carrying on the Army and ony Hospital at Hot 
Springs. Ark., does not appear to have sustained expectations in regard to 


ita value to the officers and men of the Army and Navy, nor do those expec- 
tations appear to be realizable. 


In another place he says: 


It does not seem that the establishment should be maintained by the War 
Department. I therefore recommend that authority be oer by Congress 
for its transfer to the Interior Department and lease for private use, the 


same as building sites and spring-water ee es on the Government Hot 
Springs Reservation ere now leased. If this is done, a considerable revenue 
8 Ss be derived, and the hospital and Army appropriations somewhat 
relieved. 

I want to call the attention of the committee to this fact: That 
with 1 surgeon, 1 assistant surgeon, 12 members of the Hospital 
Corps, and the large number of civilian employees necessary to 
keep up the grounds, and with the — drafts made on the Army 
appropriation bill every year for medical supplies, they had an 
average of about 20 patients only this last year. The Secretary 
of War tells us in his report that if you want to care for them 
at Hot Springs, asa matter of economy for the Government you 
could keep them—every one of them—at a first-class hotel and 
employ the best medical attendance in the United States for a less 
sum than you have been paying to keep up this hospital—a hospi- 
tal to which patients will not go. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that there should be no division 
of sentiment on a question of this character. It seems to me that 
it should have been transferred as we suggested. That, of course, 
is past now and can not be undone. But I believe that at least 
there should be a limitation put on the provisions of the bill, to 
show the people at Hot Springs that they can no longer depend on 
the Government of the United States for keeping up this utterly 
useless place for the care of persons who will not resort to it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Did not the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs report in favor of keeping this up? 

Mr. HULL. No, sir. The committee reported against it. ; 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I thought the design of the com- 
mittee was only to limit the expenditure. 

Mr. HULL. The gentleman from Pennsylvania Pyne gee 
the bill. The appropriation here is for the Medical and Hospital 
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Desens in the Army, established heretofore, and would have 
included Hot Springs—that is to say, it would include the Army 
and Navy Hospital at Hot But that 
out and put in a proviso that this hospital should be abandoned 
and turned over to the Interior We did not make, 
therefore, the usual appropriation for it, 

, The provision that the put in the bill, however, was 


‘stricken out on the point of order on the ground that it changed 


existing law. I then offered an amendment ig that no 
= of the money a should be at 
t was ruled out by the Chair, and the Chair was 
the committee by a vote of some 69, I about 53. My asso- 
ae - ~ — from New — — the amend- 
ment that is now pending, excepting Army 
at Hot Springs from the operation of this appropriation, which 
will reach the point that we have in view— a a, 
ing to reach—in a very much worse way, however, than by 
adoption of the provision we had incorporated in the bill. 
For my own 
os the 
with the oo 
proper and should be 
. HUBBARD. 


Mr. HUBBARD. In view of is a well-under- 


stood fact that the Hot ip is to 
the treatment of rheumatic and neuralgic it seems to me 
it shouid not be abolished, and the board 


not 
take into consideration that fact in recommendation. Let 
me ask the tleman how far this is ae ee 
Mr. H . The medical board does not this. It 
is the recommendation of the Secretary of War. There 


itals at all of the army posts; e ; has one. 
"i. HUBBARD. Loy Sar focen Waa 


.HULL. The t Re Aone They can apply and 
go there on as order sending them desire it. . 
fact that 
hospital 


but for years t none 
Navy. And although the la the appoin 
surgeon of the Navy to look after the sailors, it has been inopera- 
tive for some years bee me yarn 7 Lee os esse and the sur- 
has not been detailed because of that 
Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. HULL. y, if the committee will permit. 
Mr. WASHINGTON. There is no law now by which patients 
on a Oe ae ee 
ere } 
Mr, WASHINGTON. “Then if compelled to keep it 
. 3 we are 
open, it ma; quand Sle, we er ee and 
expenditure of public will go on’ . : 
ba is correct. 


HULL. Undouw “2 $) a A 


nes Io achat a ua 
m Iowa, the oO on 
sailors. eo 


— is entitled to admission to 


Mr. HULL. That is correct. None have entered. . 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And no soldiers unless are 
sent from other ? 

Mr. HULL. None; and they aS ee re : 
a h made on the other side — 
revails that there was something connected with location 
Pris hospital which induced the committee to make the 
mendations they have made. That is incorrect. It is solely 
matter of economy. 

Mr. WILLIA A SOE, It has nothing to do, then, with 
ee or the location ‘ 

r. HULL. Nothing whatever. It is apy out a 
recommendation which was made by the in cha who 
are thoroughly informed as to the existing conditions and necessi- 
Hie, WILLIAM A. STONE. "Tt is dispensing with » post hos- 

, a 
pital that has become unnecessary. 

Mr. HULL. I think it was never necessary. Now I will yield 
to my friend from Minnesota . Kierer]. : 

Mr. KIEFER. Tine te enaiy der eta bad metered 
service, I understand. ' 





Mr. HULL. That is all. 
Mr. KIEFER. Not for veterans of the late war. 
Mr. HULL. It is a Regular Army hospital, the same as any 
ther post 
" Mr. LITT ad I offer the following as a substitute for the 
en 
on The Clerk read as follows: 
onan Fancy Geese teeepin eet Govines, ark.” 
Mr. HULL. That is not a substitute, but we can vote it down 
can discuss the point of order. 

; tend the substitute to come at the same point 
where the amendment is proposed. I offer it as a substitute for 
the amendment. 

Mr. TR TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I make the t of order—— 
Mr. HULL. Oh, let us vote it down. Gries of “Vote!” 


‘oe : 
MAN. Did the gentleman from Iowa make the 
point of onties? 
Mr. HULL. I did not make any point of order. 
Mr. TRACEY, ec ee nee S ee 


Does Does the Ry miebiiniion desire to be heard on 
nat 


Mr. LITTLE. I think it isa substitute. It isa question as to 
of the One is that it shall 


'Y. Ido not care to discuss the matter, Mr. Chair- 


«Mr. LITTLE. The House has decided that a good many things | co 
are in 0 , 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will overrule the point of order 
“ ut the question on the substitute. 

wane Se Seine oe ae Seeee an Se se 


Pw aT aiaaumeeriiia uestion which my friend Mr. Hus- 
BARD asked of the chairman of the Sapeaeitae © manent oe as 
to ee oer, arash oo one are admitted at 
merever ey may be, oro te hosp a 
wherever may be, or of Smdeete at secs points. Now, 
the Surgeon 
7h amatraeatae fo 18 Go not seem 
cocked canister We modtad alterna of tho Areny 
Mr. HUBBARD. That is just it ee 
Mr. LITTLE, I say if proper regulations could be had we 
saad eae ure eek en riser coe 
pa uncom 
cases. die cloen sl cane fecters 
is bleed that oe oe treatment at the geeteee were cunt 
prever a lntgor percentage of recoveries be effected. 
urgeon-General has not recommended the abolishment of 
ospital. He recommends its improvement, and it ought to 
be donetn justice tothe country and in justice to tho soldiers 1 
desire to insert the oe from Circular No. 16, issued 
by the War t, showing how these waters are estimated, 
and then ask if this hospital should be abandoned: 


Ganage Cotens, Hie Headquarters 
. D. o3 September 3, 


t- | made 


y, treatment by ee Agta thy hy said to 

stim soeeanaen cok Ge, to 
tance hae Soe. rp excrtion, thersby 
appetite and favoring Sew or Mee ng = Bey BA ye ma 


. The question is on the substitute offered by 
from Arkansas [fr . Lirr.e). 
ee by Mr, 


SIGNAL SERVICE. 
the of the Army, as follows 
of fleld electrio Rpments and 
telescopes, necessary 


instrumen’ in 
ly necosary meteorological instruments for wee In 


tenance-of the same; maintenance and repair of military telegraph lines, 
including salaries of civilian employees, supplies, and eneral repairs, and 
other expenses connected with the duty of coilec are a transmitting infor- 

‘or the Army by telegraph or otherwise, $15,000. 

Mr. STEELE. Mr. Chairman, I offer an amendment, to come 
in after line 2, on page 25, after the word “dollars.” 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

On page 25, line 2, after the word “ dollars,” 

“ Provided, That de zougent commanders may detail two enlisted men 
from each army post ir respective departments, under such arrange- 
ments as ther) may P hag best, to report to the chief signal officer of the 

t for instruction and duty.” 
Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I do not raise any point of order 
on that, but I do not see any necessity for it. Nothing has been 
ht to the attention of our committee to indicate the neces- 
sity for it. 
CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, the amendment as 
offered will be considered as adopted. 

There was no objection. 
an Clerk (proceeding with the reading of the bill) read as 

lows: 


ama the contingent expenses of the Commanding-General's Office, 


insert the following: 


Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, I move to insert inlieu of that 
the words: 


we defra: nn expenses of the Commanding-General’s Office, in 
It simply inserts the words ‘in his discretion.” Those words 
have been in every appropriation bill for several years past, in- 
— that of last year, and the change has arisen yr from 
ying the words of the estimate instead of the words of the bill 


of ear. 
The OHATRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendmeuit. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


2% strike out lines 4, 5, and 6 and insert in lieu thereof the words 
elon a oe contingent expenses of the Commanding General's Office, in 


On 
ee To 
his discre 


Mr. HULL. "The only change which that makes in the bill is to 
insert the words “‘ in his discretion.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. With the consent of the com- 
mittee, I should like to return to page 23, for the purpose of offering 
an amendment. 

Mr. HULL. Suppose we get through with the bill, and then I 
will not object. 

The reading of the bill was resumed and concluded. 

Mr. HULL. ane ees from New Jersey desires to 
— to or what purpose? 

sTeW ART of New Jersey. I move to strike out from 
tine 1 16 to line 21, with reference to firing the morning and even- 
ing salutation, as a useless and expensive practice. 
r.HULL. Mr. Chairman, I hope that will not be done, 

Mr. MILNES. How much will it strike out? 

Mr. HULL. Fifteen thousand dollars. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Chairman, that is about the 
only semblance of war we have, and we ought to keep it up. 

Mr. HULL. Let us haveavoteuponit. We can vote it down. 

The question was taken, and the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out of the bill, 
wherever it occurs, the amount of the appropriation of last year. 
It was put in the bill simply for the convenience of members. 

The CHAIRMAN. It will be so ordered, unless objeciion is 


There was no objection. 

Mr. BLUE. I want to ask the chairman of the committee a 
question, if he will permitme. In these blanket provisions, which 
cover very amounts, in which there is no specific amount 
given, have the committee investigated those to ascertain whether 
the amounts are correct or not in the estimate? 

Mr. HULL. They are exactly the estimates submitted by the 
ite. BL of War, except where we have cut them down. 

Mr. B gg Are those items of the estimate made singly or in 


me ULL. They are made in the aggregate, as you will see 
from the Book of Estimates. We had the generals of the Army 
before us, who testified as to the amount needed in each appro- 
riation. Now, I move that the committee rise and report the 
and amendments back to the House with the recommendation 
that the bill as amended do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. Hopkins, Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole Honse on the state of the Union, reported that that com- 
mittee had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 9688) and had 
directed him to report the same back with amendments, and that 
as amended the bill do pass. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing tc the amend- 
ments. 
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Mr. LITTLE. I desire aseparate vote on the amendment refer- 
ring to the hospital at Hot Springs, on 20 of the bill. 

The SPE AKER. The question then will be on the other amend- 
ments, if no further separate vote is required. 

The other amendments were agreed to. 

The SPEAKER, The Clerk will report the Hot Springs amend- 
ment. 

The Clerk read as follo-vs: 

Insert in line 15, 20. after the word “ diseases,” the following, * 
atthe Army and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs. Ark.” 

Mr. HULL. Myr. Speaker, I move the previous question on the 
bill and amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from lowa moves the previous 
question on the bill and amendment. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agrecing to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. McRAE and Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker——. 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. TERRY. I would like to say a few words. 

Mr. HULL. $I object to any further discussion. 

Mr. TERRY. I know there will be fifteen minutes after the 

revious question is ordered. 

The SPEAKER. There has been debate. 

Mr. HULL. The matter has been debated in the committee. 
I object to any further discussion of it now. We want to pass 
the bill. 

Mr. TERRY. I ask unanimous consent to make a more: of 
about three minutes. 

Mr. HULL. I object, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

Mr. HULL. We have had a very full debate. 

Mr. TERRY. I do not think the gentleman ought to do that. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. LITTLE. Division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 75, noes 42. 

Mr. LITTLE. Noquorum, Mr. Speaker. I want the yeas and 
nays, which reaches the same point. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman makes the pointof no quorum. 

Mr. HOLL. I move that the House do now adjourn. [Cries 


of * Oh, no!” 
One hundred and fifty-five 


‘except 


The SPEA (after counting). 
gentlemen are present—not a quorum. 

Mr. HULL. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER put the motion. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Before the vote is announced, the 
gentleman from Arkansas says he only wants a yea-and-nay vote. 

Mr. HULL. But we can not get a quorum. 

The motion to adjourn was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 
c'clock and 12 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the follo executive com- 
munications were taken from the Speaker's table and referred as 


follows: 

A letter from the A Secretary of the Treas 
ting an abstract of the official emoluments of the o cers ora the 
customs service received by them during the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1896—to the Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury 
De t, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the President of the Board of Managers of the 
National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, announcing the 
death of Gen. George L. Beal, of Maine, a member of the Board— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A letter from the president of the Board of Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a statement supplemental 
to their letter of the 12th instant, relating to the charges for the 
use of telepiones—to the Committee on Appropriations, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

A letter from tie Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, sub- 
mitting a detailed statement of the expenditures for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1896, under the app ey for ‘* International 
Exchanges, ” the National acne? “ As ysical Observ- 
atory,” the “‘ National Zoological Pack.” ” and ‘‘ North American 
Ethnology ”—te the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 

RESOLUTION 

Under clause 2 of Rule XII, bills and ae were severally 

reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows 

Mr. BABCOCK, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 


ae BILLS AND 


a - Sue. Sok ae — onan ae a when 
owing 
cid al and reports were referred Cuesta ea as fol- 
ows, to wi 

The joint resolution (H. Res, 218) to permit railroads in the 
District to occupy additional of streets to accommodate 
~ —e public attending Paediatr (Report 


The joint resolution (H. Res. 214) 
War to 


4, 1897, etc. 
The bill (H. R 9647) to au 
the M litan Railroad 
(Report No. 2337.) 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
coveusiey seporias from " delisneell 06 the Chath: ded 
refe to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. MEREDITH, from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia: The bill (S. 1265 entitled ““An act ¢ tor the relief of 
Emmart, Dunbar & No. 2334.) 

By Mr. COX, from the The bill (H. R. 


on Claims: 3 
9134) for the relief of Charles T. Plunkett, of Lynchburg, Va. 
(Report No. 2338.) 


the ingore 
orize the of the lines of 
Company, of the District of Columbia, 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Claims was 
from the consideration 


mney a of the bill (H. R. 8873) for the 
relief of Clara W. Stagg, widow of Jesse S. deceased ; 
Committee 


the same was referred to the on War 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 
Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the follow- 
—— were introduced and severally referred as follows: 
y Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9668) defining the status of chil- 
dren born of a between See Indian 
a and for other purposes--to the Committee on Indian 


Also, a bill (H. R. 9669) the act of August 15, 1894, 
entitled ‘‘An act making for current and contin- 


and fulfilling treaties 

pulations with various Indian tribes for the fiscal year end- 

ing June 30, 1895, and for other purposes” —to the Committee on 
Indian A ffairs. 


By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. BR. for the 
( —- redemption of 


a certain certificate of in Pennsylvania 
avenue—to the Committee on the cusbeasion: Columbia. 

of Alario from the nor ES ee ee 
from the northern division of the northern district 

l NS ee ee ee 


to the Committee on 
By Mr. ne A bill (EL. B ) making an SS 


ation for the the bate 
. | buoy depot, oy West, Pato tas Gommnitice 


oe GBS 


light station, Florida to the Comontste Committee on Interstate and Hemont Key 
Commerce. 


eign 
—_ bill (H. R. 9674) making Fear St Josephs 
establishing a ight station at oF he 


St Josephs Bay Bay, 


Also, for a bill (HZ, R. 9675) making 
tae teak Yaouels 


et tation, Frat the 


"ia 5 oS ee 
of establis hing 
. entrance to Chocta 
on Interstate and Foreign 
By Mr. JOHNSON 


ant cals hua. n. 07 to provide 
the aauiy, ony tion nm an 


ni and of tabackeas too maar 


of the United States, and to regulate the 
STeatanel wanda with civilians—to the 


B Me Sennen ): A bill H.R 9078) to forfeit the 
uJ caeaen eae meee 


toeauip and. pet in 
June 10, Pi is Gace or bat Oo the ac 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





(i. R. 9681) to amend the law defin- 
ict courts at Fort Smith, Ark., Fort 
udiciary 


the the 
bill (H. R. 9682) to authorize the 


forest reservations in 


By 

taty of the Interior to patrols 
Caittornia—to Thattietok Public Lands. 
t resolution (H. Res. 215) 


June 10, 1896—to the Committee on 


: A joint resolution (H. Res. 216) to amend 
of the Constitution of the United States—to 


h Senator and Member of the t Congress not already - 
eac presen en 
tled by law to receive the same—to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 


By Mr. BAILEY: A resolution (House Res, No. 449) authoriz- 
and the Committee on Naval Affairs to investigate 
with the construction of 


= facts and connected 
the battle ship Texas—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, 
ted and referred as follows: 
. ANDERSON: A bill (H. R. 9683) gran 
Waddell, of Newport, Tenn.—to the 


sions, 

By Mr. BUCK: A bill (H. R. 9684) for the relief of Amanda 
Owens—to the valid Pension 

By Mr. DOCKER 


‘ By a McCALL a ae i en (H. R. 
onorable discharge m R. Ferguson, 
K, Twelfth Regiment Tennessee Cavalry—to 


ak 

By Mr. MERCER: A bill (H. R. 9687) to pension Margaret Wil- 

ber, of Blair, Nebr.—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9688) to pension Mrs. Esther M. Royce, of 

Omaha, Nebr.—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. MILNES: A bill (H. R. 9689) for the relief of Daniel 

Clute—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. NOONAN: A bill (H. R. 9690) granting a pension to 

G. Vi —to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

EN: A bill (H. R.9691) for the relief of F. Flovival 

arish, La.—to the Committee on War 


By Mr. OTEY: A bill (H. R. 9692) for the relief of R. L. John- 
, Va.—to the Committee on Claims. 
ill (H. R. 9693) for the relief of J. W. Chandler, of 
Committee on Claims. 
M : A bill (H. R. 9694) 
Henry Klushman, late private in Com 
ee Artillery Volunteers—to the 


ons. 
By Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. R. 9695) 
Hi H. Grimmett—to 


vate bills of the following titles 


8. 
: A bill (H. R. 
Committee on 


invalid Pensions. 


Committee on 


Metoyer, of Natchitoches 
Claims 


Halifax County, Va.—to t 2 
gran a pension to 
yA, Backof's Ba of 

mmittee on Invalid - 


ing a sion to 


9696) eee we eetn D. Reeds— 
Invalid Pensions. 


By Mr. WASHINGTON: A bill (H. R. 9697) for the allowance 
of certain claims for stores and supplies reported by the Court 
of Claims under the provisions of the act a 
Sn ee 


ree Meee ee for the relief of Edgar 
By Mr. WILSON of New York: A bill (H. R. 9699) for the re- 
Roach, deceased. 


lief of the legal resentatives of John 
Committee on War Claims. 


the Committee on 
to the Committee on 


ved March 3, 1883, 
Committee on War 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following — and papers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and ‘ollows: 
: Resolutions of the Trades League of Philadel- 
of adepartment of trade and commerce—to the 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 





—< 


Also, resolutions of the Trades League of Philadelphia, in favor 
of increasing the mail facilities in New York Harbor—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania: Petition of William French 
and other citizens of Lawsonham, Pa., asking for the recognition 
of Cuban independence—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York: Petition of the Typothet~ 
of New York City, W. W. Pasko, recording secretary, protestin 
inst the passage of House bill No. 4566, amending the post 
laws relating to second-class matter—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BREWSTER: Resolutions of the Lincoln Club of Mon- 
roe es N. Y., urging the recognition of the Cubans as bellig- 
erents in their struggle for liberty—to the Committee on Foreign 

By Mr. CROWTHER: Petition of Indian Grove Post, No. 506, 
Department of Missouri, Grand Army of the Republic, asking for 
the Bassece of a service-pension law—+to the Committee on lnva- 
lid Pensions. 

By Mr. DALZELL: Resolution of the Trades League of Phila- 
Pa., in favor of an appropriation for a mail boat—to the 


Committee on App , 

By Mr. ELLIS: Four petitions of citizens of Gilliam County, 
Oreg., asking for an extension of time in which to pay for for- 
feited lands—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, memorial from the Chamber of Commerce of Astoria, 

., asking for the y construction of the Nicaragua Canal— 
to Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: Memorial of Church E. Gates & Co. and 
100 other citizensof New York City, requesting Congress to author- 
ize the Secretary of War to contract with Charles Stoughton and 
his associates for the entire work of the Harlem Kills Canal—to 
the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Petition of the General Assembly of the 
United Presbyterian Church, representing 100,000 members, urg- 
ing the of a bill to prohibit interstate gambling by tele- 
=. the Committee on the Judiciary. 

. tion of the General a of the United Presby- 
terian — asking the passage of a bill to raise the age of pro- 
tection for giris to 18 years in the District of Columbia and Terri- 
tories—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, paper from Hon. Charles W. Fairbanks, of Indianapolis, 
Ind., urging the consideration of House bil! No. 3275, for the classi- 
fication of » haw in first and second class post-offices—to the Com- 
mittee on Rules. 

By Mr. McCLEARY of Minnesota: Resolution of the St. Paul 
(Minn.) Chamber of Commerce, favoring the creation of a depart- 
ment of commerce and manufactures—to the Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. M JER: Resolution of the National Encampment of 
the Grand Army of the Republic in favor of protection to the 
American flag and against its use for advertising purposes—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. OGDEN: Papersrelating to the claim of George Gunney, 
of Natchitoches Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Annie Paul Matthews, of 
Escambia County, Fla.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. RAY: Petition of citizens of the State of Maryland, 
favoring an amendment to the Constitution recognizing the name 
of the Deity—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, tion of 200 citizens of Elmira, N. Y., for the passage 
of a bill prohibiting interstate gambling by telegraph—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By. Mr. SPERRY: Memorial of Hon. George H. Ford, president 
of the Board of Trade; George B. Martin, general manager of 
Empire and New England Transportation Company; William E. 
Morgan, harbor master, and other prominent citizens, all of New 
Haven, Conn., requesting Congress to authorize the honorable 
Secretary of War to contract with Charles Stoughton and his 
associates for the entire work of the Harlem Kills Canal, New 
York City—to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

Also, resolution of the New York Board of Trade and Trans- 
portation, indorsing House bill No. 3273, for the classification of 
— in first and second class post-officos—to the Committee on 

ules. 

By Mr. STEWART of Wisconsin: Resolutions of the Chamber 

erce of Milwaukee, Wis.,in favor of a department of com- 
merce—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. WILLIS: Paper to accompany House bill for the relief 
of Edgar Zielian—to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, resolution of the Delaware State Grange, Patrons of Hus- 
bandry, urging the recognition of the Cubans as belligerents in 
their struggle for freedom—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Delaware State Grange, denouncing 
trusts and monopolies and approving the remarks of the President 
in his message upon the subject—to the Committee on the Judi- 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mizurn, D. D. 

WiLuiAM Urypsay, a Senator from the State of Kentucky, 

appeared in his seat to-day. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings, when, on motion of Mr. HaLz, and by unanimous con- 
sent, the further reading was dispensed with. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

Mr. HALE, I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be 
to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. MILLS. I do not think we ought to adopt that motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the Senator had better postpone the 
motion until later in the day. 

Mr. MILLS. That course would be better. 

Mr. ALDRICH. We have agreed to take the vote on the immi- 
gration bill to-day. 

Mr. HALE. That vote is to be taken at 4 o’clock to-day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Maine, that when the Senate adjourn 
to-day it be to meet on Monday next 

The motion was agreed to. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the tenth annual 
report of the Interstate Commerce Commission; which was 
referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce, and — 
to be printed. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED, 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CHAPELL, 
one of its clerks, announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the enrolled joint resolution (H. Res. 209) to pay the offi- 
cers and employees of the Senate and House of Representatives 
their respective salaries for the month of December, 1896, on the 
18th day of said month; and it was thereupon signed by the Vice- 
President. 

DISTRICT CHARITIES AND REFORMATORY INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, in the expiring hours of the last 
session I was named as a member, on the part of the Senate, of a 
oe committee to consider and report upon the charities in the 

istrict of Columbia, immediately after which | gave notice that 
I could not serve; but I have not until now formally asked to be 
excused from service upon that committee. I now ask the Senate 
to excuse me from service upon it. 

he VICE-PRESIDENT. Isthere objection? The Chair hears 
none, and the Senator from Tennessee is excused 
RIGHTS OF PURCHASERS UNDER MORTGAGE. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1832) to define the 
rights of purchasers under mortgages authorized by an act of 
Congress meres April 20, 1871, concerning the Atlantic and 
Pacific Railroad Company; which were read. 

Mr. HILL. I move that the Senate nonconcur in the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives and request a committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

Mr. BERRY. I would rather have the bill printed with the 
amendments. I want to look at theamendments. Let it go over. 

Mr. HILL. I made the motion with a view that the amend- 
ments might be printed. I will include that in my motion, if they 
would not otherwise be printed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I suggest, in accordance with the suggestion 
of the Senator from Arkansas, that the bill be printed as amended 
by the House, so that we may know exactly what has been done, 
and then let the amendments go to a committee of conference. 

Mr. HILL. There is no objection to that course. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, the bill and 
amendments will be printed. The Senator from New York moves 
that the Senate nonconcur in the amendments and request a con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
oye the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. HIL1, 

PLATT, and Mr. CLaRK were appointed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 

Mr. MURPHY presented the petition of Dr. W. H. Doane, of 
Pittsford, N. Y., praying for ti: enactment of legislation for the 
relief of the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a petition of the New York Board of Trade and 
Transportation, praying for the passage of the so-called Torrey 
perma bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MILLS presented a petition of sundry citizens of Texas, 
praying for'the p of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present a petition of the Chamber of Com- 
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rudegse of a bill provid- 


medical officer of the United Li. debarkaton by 
passage of a bill different from the one now pending 
and I move that it be referred to the Committee on Gang 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Chamber of 
merce of Cleveland, Ohio, hemadot the enactment of 
providing for the reongeitaation of the consular and 
= which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
ons. 
He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of McConnels- 


ville, Obio, pra for the of the a Dingley tariff 
bill; which was re ered to ten Cael on Finance. 


He also presented a petition of 1,00 1,050 mye kod of Washington 
Court-House, Ohio, praying for the enactment of a Sunday-rest 
law for the District of Dy which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 


He also presented a petition of 1,050 citizens of Washington 
Court-House, Ohio, praying for the pom ge of 
tag the nee ot cones Se Colum 
erred to the Committee on the District of 

He also presented a 
Court House Ohio, pra: co the 
prohibit the transportation of obscene matter 
which was referred to the Committee on 


He also presented a petition of 1,050 citizens of 
forbid th Song to Lees oihing Sas of = 
or e m 
was referred to the Cansei an Post-Offices and Post- Roads. 
Ho sine pesmeated a pete aoe Washington 
Court-House, Ohio, praying for the enactment of way sri to 
substitute voluntary sneer arbitration for 
ye ns a ae titi £1,080 citizens at Warhingvon 
e also presented a on 0 
Court-House, Ohio, praying for the exisstanensof legislation tor 
the appointment of an impartial commission to investigate the 
labor problem and to suggest a apaent which was ree to 
the Committee on Educa and Labor. 
] beg sniston allt Pejtate of Obie, aie. 
ett, an n in the 
tion of an amendment to the Constitution of Piet States 
me the Deity; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Ju 
Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Jeremiah Sullivan, of St. 
Paul, Minn., praying for the enactment of can 


him from the charge of Sener “which was 

whe wes en petition of Mississippi River 
on 

the contraction of a breakwater 


He also presented a 
was re- 


Pilots’ ‘Ameclalian. = 
near Pepin, on 
data of 2,500 citi- 
Se ees * 
setae and Cubans; 
Relations. 


eahiame 


Colum 
petition of se Se See 
to State, 
and Post- 


ferred to the Ccanmainien om 

He also presented ene 

eid i wasnt Se eae 

men an pathy e 

which were re to the Committee on 

Mr. LODGE vege a petition of 10 
a Se ot thp city of Washington. C. praying 

a riate sufficien recompense 

the ewes that salainsd by the failure ot ¢ that bank; which was 
referred to the Commniitne an 

He also presented a petition a, amber 
Order United American Mechanics, of Baltimore, : 
iminigration, and Se senna ae eee 

on, and now pen 
= rOUAY lie on the table. 
UAY ted a oa of the Methodist 
adelphia, Pa. a as = ae oe 


lation prohibiting = ae of liquor 
rred to and 


which was refe: 
Grounds. 
He also presented a petition of aR of Philadel- 
phia, Pa. » praying for the establishment of a of com- 
merce; which was referred to the Gomanitins of 

Mr. MORRILL presented a petition of the 
Grand Rapids, as praying for the 
Dingley tariff bill; was 
Finance. 

Mr. CLARK presented a petition of 
ton, Wyo., praying for the enactment 
of the suff Armenians in Turkey; 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 


t of 
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Allen; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
per, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

re BAY IS introduced a bill (S. 3430) amending chapter 304 of 
the laws of 1976, entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the appointment 
of commissioners for taking affidavits, ete., for the courts of the 
United States,” passed August 15, 1876; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOAR introduced a bill (5. 3431) for the ereetion of a pub- 
lic building at Plymonth, Mass.; which was read twice by its title, 
and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. PETTIGREW iptroduced a bill (S. $432) to regulate and 
reduce the rates of fares for carrying gers upon the street 
railways in the city of Washington; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

ve TURPIE introduced a bill (S. 3433) granting an increase 

nmsion to Joseph B. Sellers; which was read twice by its title, 
<r vith the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 
Petaions. 

Mr. CALL introduced a bill (S. 3484) to increase the pension of 
Martha M. McCall, widow of William Wallace McCall, a soldier 
of the Mexican war; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions 


DECEMBER 17, 


bill; which was 
and ordered to be 


INTRODUCTION OF REINDEER INTO ALASKA. 

Mr. TELLER submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, th ‘be Sheldon terior be directed to transmit. 
Seentte the report at of on i Jackson upon the introduetion of oe 

ie reindeer in 

ORIGINAL sae OF COLUMBIA TERRITORY. 

Mr. McMILLAN submitted the following resolution; which was 

considered by et ee 4 ces lings and 
the United States 


posed by him to the fortifications 
referred to the Committee on Military 
printed. 


Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3485) to amend section 554 | mined 


of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3436) to amend section 597 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a bill (S. 3437) to regu- 
late the taking of proofs and filings in certain land cases; which 
= oa twice by its title, and veleesah te the Committee on Pub- 

ic Lands. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3438) for the relief of Albert C. 
Brown; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying papers, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GORMAN introduced a bill (S. 3439) to authorize the 
Washington and Glen Echo Railroad Company to obtain a right 
of way and construct. tracks into the District of Columbia 
feet; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3440) for the relief of the legal | i 
representatives of Lieut. Francis Ware, deceased, of the Revolu- 
tionary war; which was read twice by its title, ‘and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr.’ LINDSAY introduced a bill (S. 3441) for the relief of 
Merri! Denham; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. KYLE introduced a bill (S. 344%) to protect citizens of the 
United States engaged in labor in foreign countries, and to increase 
the efficiency of domestic labor; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. CALL introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 176) appropri- 
ating $19,000 for the relief of the destitute sufferers from the 
cyclone in October last in the State of Florida; which was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I move the reference of the joint 
resolution to the Committee on Appropriations, and pending the 
motion I desire to accompany it with a very brief statement. 

Last fall a eee and tidal wave approached the coast of Flor- 
ida and a wind storm haps 15 or 20 miles in width passed over 
the entire breadth of the State. It destroyed all the farms, blew 
down all the timber, destroyed all the turpentine farms, destroyed 
the crops, and left the people in that part of the State in entire 
destitution. 

Contributions have been made liberall 
eties, corporations, and individuals of State, and some from 
abroad. There are still a largenumber of persons without houses 
to live in, without seed to plant for the coming year, without 
means of removing the fallen timber from their fields, and im a 
state of great destitution. The legislature does not meet until 
April, and that will be too late toenable them to plant their crops 
and work their farms for the coming year. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. MORGAN introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 177) to 
amend section 1 of the act approved June 10, 1896, chapter 393, 
relating to the Eckington and Soldiers’ Home Railway Company: 


from the different soci- 


which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee | 


on the District of Columbia. 
AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. MILLS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him tothe sundry civil appropriation bill; which = referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, oo ordered to oes 

to be pro- | 


Mr. HAWLEY submitted an amendment 


Mr. HAWLEY. Ss 
be convenient after the holi 
the bill (8. oe to 
bill «8. 


notice that as soon as may 

ask the Senate to consider 
promote Guages Wekeibinceet tie 

2202) to reorganize the line of the Army,etc. - 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT NEWPORT, KY. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. x ok Se ae 

moment to take up and consider House 

corrects a mistake made ip the act pr 


The Secretary 
of the acts of the third session 
unanimous consent, the Senate, 
pigccted to hs consideration.” shatamenament, dered 
was repo to or 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


Mr. GALLINGER. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill A Se See ere 
cruelty to animals in the um bia. 

Mr. COCKRELL. tT coon chilies Maer aad DiGi web etd 
this morning. It will lead to some discussion, ani T buvreractbeal 
a ors i tin." a 

it 


to come 

Mr. G 

considera’ rae 

T always want to be e y 

souri, as he is alwa: are eee 

bill to go over until after the recess, 

that I shall not be here for nearly a month 

the Senator would endeavor to look into the 

to-morrow, I should seek an opportunity to get consideration 
Mr. HAWLEY. We have agreed to adjourn until 
GALLINGER. I understand that we are to 


& 
ah 


Mr. 


i 
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to which I think there is no objection. It is Order of Business 

628, and was reported by the Senator from California [Mr. Prr- 

Kins], from the Committee on Education and Labor. I should 

be greatly obliged to the Senator from Massachusetts if he would 

— me > — up that bill and have it passed. I think it will 
no . 


Mendem. I shall have to accede, of course, to the 

the Senator from Missouri. 

COCKRELL. Iam very much obliged to the Senator. 
SABINE RIVER BRIDGE. 

. BLANCHARD. I ask the unanimous consent of the Sen- 


. ate to place upon its the ‘bill (S. $308) to authorize the | “Mr. LODGE. I make no objection if there is to be no debate. 
the City. and Gulf Railroad ‘ ei ait 
rs ty bi . bet the States ee aoe The bill will be read, subject to 
4 Louisiana 


e Secretary proceeded to read the bill (H. R. 9188) authoriz- 
ing the appointment of a nonpartisan commission to collate 
information and to consider and recommend legislation to mect 
the problems presented by labor, agriculture, and capital, but 
.| before concluding was interrupted by 

Mr. ALDRICH. Is it asked that this bill shall be considered 
by unanimous consent? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. TheSenator from Pennsylvania { Mr. 

a unanimous consent for the present consideration of 


Mr. ALDRICH. I think it had better go over until after the 


holidays. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection being interposed, the bili 
will go over. The immigration bill is before the Senate, the pend- 
ing amendment bei t submitted by the Senator from New 
a SEWELL], which will be stated. 

Mr. PASCO. I thought the amendment offered by the Senator 
a. Missouri [Mr. Vest] was pending—to strike out the word 
oe e.” 

Mr. SEWELL. If the Senator from Florida will allow me, I 
will offer the amendment, with a oe in its phraseclogy. It 
say not be practical as it stands, and I desire to putit in different 
an , 

The ICE-PRESIDENT. Theamendment will be stated. after 
which the Chair will recognize the =enator from Florida [| Mr. 
Pasco]. 

The SzcreTary. In line 9, on page 3, after the word ‘lan- 
guage,” in the committee amendment, it is proposed to strike out: 

Except that an aged person, not so able to read and write, who is the par- 


ent or grandparent of an admissible immigrant may accompany or be sent 
for by such immigrant. 


And insert: 
But an admissible immigrant over such age of 14 years may bring in with 
orsend for his wife or parent or grandparent or minor child or grand- 
=. Repweeatanting the inability of such relative to read and write as 
oresaid. 


So that if so amended the clause will read: 


All peseens over 14 years of age who can not read and write the language 
of their native country or some other language, but an admissible immigrant 


Mr. COCKRELL. What is the order of business? 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I will state that the bill reported this 
poy vom yh am rae sete peerenals Age tof 
tor from (Mr. Vest]. It does not appear upon the Cal- 
endar. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will beread for information. 
The Secretary read the bill; and, by unanimous consent, the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its considera- 


tion. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

, ADMISSION OF NEW MEXICO. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Calendar under Rule VIII is in 

ee oo the people of New Mexico to form 
a constitu and State government, and to be admitted into the 
Union on an equal footing with the original States, was announced 
as first in order. 

Mr. HALE. sooo ee Seer Mr. President. 

The VICE-PRESID bill will be passed over. 


READJUSTMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF ARMY OFFICERS. 


The bill (S. 2570) to authorize the ustment of the accounts 
of army who were graduates of West Point Military Acad- 
emy was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs 
the of the Treasury, by his accounting officers, on appli- 
cation being made a ee tative, an 

the United States Army and a graduate of 
West Point, to readjust his accounts previously settled and paid 
under an erroneous construction of law as subsequently declared 
ae the United States, and to pay any bal- 
ance which may be found due in accordance with the law appli- 
cable thereto as const: ued by the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the cases of Captains Morton and Watson against the 
United States. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There is an amendment which should have 
been offered to that bill, which the Senator from Minnesota {[ Mr. 
Davis} had in charge. It is in line 7, after the words ** West 
Point,” to insert *‘or who, being an enlisted man at the time of 
such commission, has been commissioned as an officer in the Reg- 
ular Army.” I move that amendment. 


over such of 14 years, may bring in with him or send for his wife or par- 
ent or parent or minor child or grandchild, notwithstanding the ina- 
bility of such relative to read and write as aforesaid. 


Mr. PASCO. I understand this is the language I suggested to 


agreed the Senator from New Jersey. 
a Sarbapeapaseet to the a. as amended. and theamend-| _Mr. LODGE. I understand that is the amendment the Senator 
went wea conserved in. , showed me, and I make no objection to it. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 
submitted by the Senator from New Jersey {[Mr. SewELt}. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LODGE. The next amendment is the amendment offered 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
the third time, and passed. 
MAJ, WILLIAM M. MAYNADTER. 

The bill (S. 1781) for the relief of Maj. William M. Maynadier, | py the Senator from Missouri {Mr. Vest}. 
@ paymaster in the United States Army, wasconsideredas inCom-| “The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the 
mittee of the Whole. It So to pay to William M. Maynadier | Senator from Missouri will be stated. 
$3,726.50, the amount pai —— into the Treasury of the United| TheSecretary. In line 7, on page 3, after the word ‘‘all,” it 
a in liquidation of wy. pos bo his a . Ape is ga to-insert the word “ male.” 
a ? “9 cau ro ry , r. VEST. ; q Se z te, Til with irs Ww 
D. oe c og re ott, Kori 3, Tien by the findi With the consent of the Senate, I will w : 
and report of a board of inquiry appointed by General Kautz, 
commanding that ayn ps ent, to investigate the circum- 
stances of the loss; and the further sum of $100 paid by him 
for the arrest of Chandler, the restoration of both sums having 
been recommended by the board of inquiry. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
PROPOSED RESTRICTION OF IMMIGRATION. 
Mr. LODGE. Mr. President, in accordance with notice yester- 
day given by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER}, 
I now move to take up the i i bill. 
motion was agreed to; the Senate, as in Committee of 
the Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7864) to 
amend the immigration laws of the United States. 
Mr. PALMER. I desire to inquire whether the amendment I 
proposed a few days ago is still pending—to strike out the word 
‘* fourteen ” and insert ‘‘ twenty-one?” ask the status of that 
amendment at the present time. | 


the amendment I offered. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? TheChair hears 
none, and the amendment is withdrawn. 

Mr. VEST. I move to strike out the word ‘‘ fourteen ’ where 
it occurs and insert ‘‘ sixteen,” so as to make the age at which or 
— a @ party can come into the United States as an innmi- 
gran , 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Missouri will be stated. 

The Secretary. In line7 of the committee amendment, after 
the word “over,” it is proposed to strike out “fourteen” and 
insert ‘* sixteen;” so as to read: 

All persons over 16 years of age who can not read and write, ete. 

Mr. PALMER. If in order, I move to amend the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri by striking out the word ‘* fourteen” 
and inserting ‘‘ twenty-one.” 

Mr. LODGE. I understand the amendment of the Senator from 
Illinois is to raise the age to 21 years. Am I correct? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. TheChair so understands the amend- 


The VICE-P. ENT. The Chair will state that the amend- | ment. 
— submitted by the aprons a os Jersey ere PA vee I ence Seana to say. as I said the other day, 
4 o r t that t al t ivalent to a dest - 
a ea, ne — d . amendmen regard amendment as almost equivalen a ruc 


: : tion of the object of the bill, and I trust that carrying the age to 
Mr. QUAY. There is an important public bill on the Calendar ' that point will not pass. I do not desire to discuss it. 




















Mr. PALMER. Mr. President, I beg to say that the effect of 
this bill, if the word ‘‘ fourteen” is retained, will be to practically 
separate families. Now, it may happen that a father may be able 
to read and write as required by the bill, and it may happen that 
the family will consist of male persons who have passed the age of 
14 and are yet under the age of 21. The effect would be that the 
father who could read might himself be admitted into this coun- 
try, and his children under 14 years of age might be admitted, but 
that the proper officers would be compelled to reject such of his 
children as were between the ages of i4and21. As I said ona for- 
mer occasion, in most countries, especially in the countries from 
which we derive most of our institutions, the age of majority of 
children is 21, and the condition of pupilage continues until the 
age of 21, 

eThis bill as it now stands would present this remarkable state 
of facts, that the father himself being able to read and write, as 
required by the bill, his children under 14 years of age might be 
admitted, but his children over 14 years of age and under 21, mem- 
bers of his family, for whose care and maintenance he would be 
responsible by the laws of all civilized countries, could not be 
admitted, and he would be compelled either to return with the 
whole family or he would be compelled to permit the return of his 
children between those ages to the country from which they came. 
Jn the family relation of a man of fair intelligence the nurture and 
parental care of the father over his children, in my judgment, would 
be worth more than mere literary training. I assume that the law 
now forbids the admission into this country of immoral persons. 
The law is familiar to members of the Senate. Now, the remark- 
able state of the case would be that the father, although qualified 
for admission under this law and all the statutes on the subject, 
would be compelled either to break up his family or return with 
his family to the country from which they came. 

Such a consequence ought to be avoided in any bill passed by 
the American Congress. It —e not to be passed, because if we 
assume that the father has all the necessary qualifications of 
admission, and for reasons of either poverty or neglect, as the case 
may be—poverty might be supposed to be the reason—the father 
has been unable to educate his children, and he proposes to intro- 
duce them into this country, not 21 yet, but 15, 16, 17, 18, all years 
of parental care, he would be compelled under those circumstances 
tc abandon the control of them, and compelled to abandon the 
advantages for which he may have brought his children to this 
country, the benefit of our free schools. I will not and can not, 
in my view of this case, consent to such a provision as would com- 
pel the father of an immigrant, possessing all the qualifications 
required by our laws, to abandon his children between 14 and 21 
years of age, to give them up, and either return them to his native 
land, where there would be no provision made for their care, or 
himself to return, he being permitted by this proposed statute to 
himself enter the country and bring with him all his children 
under 14 years of age, but those who are between those ages he 
would be necessarily compelled to abandon or to abandon his hope, 
the hope that might have inspired his desire to emigrate to this 
country. This view of the case seems to me to be absolutely con- 
clusive on this subject. 

1 know the Senator said a few days ago that young men came 
to this country and may return. I believe where young men have 
sufficient enterprise and energy to emigrate from foreign coun- 
tries to the United States, the mere spirit of adventure which dic- 
tates that migration furnishes an evidence that they are them- 
see good citizens, bad citizens being excluded by our existing 

aws. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I wish theattention of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois a momentin order that I mayask him whether the 
tronblewhich he has stated is not entirely obviated bythe suggestion 
which I made the other day, that it will require only afew months’ 
delay on the part of the father and the mo in coming here with 
children to enable them to instruct their children how to read and 
write either the English lan or their native ree Does 
the Senator realize that this bill is no hardship upon his own state- 
ment of the case, because it can only exclude the children of this 
izther and mother and delay them for a period of time sufficient to 
enable them to educate those children? Take the case of a father 
and mother,say 40 yearsof age. The law requirés that that father 
and mother shall read and write, and the Senator does not propose 
to change that requirement. Now, here is a father and mother 
wo can read and write, the parents of a family in Italy or in Eng- 
land. They want to come to this country. They have children 
between the ages of 16 and 21 who can not read or write. They 
ought to have had their children taught to read and write, but 
they find that when they desire to come to this country they have 
not so taught them. Now,I ask the Senator if it is a hardship 
which would make him wish to amend this bill simply to say to 
that father and mother: “ You can read and write; | now before 
coming to America you wait until your children can read and 
write your own language.” That is my answer to the Senator 
frore Ilinois, as it was my answer to the Senator from Missouri 
the other day. 
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This is a mild bill; it is a weak bill, in the opinion of many of 
us, because it does not go far enough. It does nothing in the 
world but detain abroad in their own countries for a 
length of time the persons who want to come here on ST 
may obtain the simplest rudiments of education, to wit, the 
ing and writing of their own language. 

. President, this bill has been in 
that it may receive the su of members 
ties, and with the hope that it would go through 
slodgec of both the groah palliinal geaihesish Sin eam 
Pp. 0! © grea 
er the Senator from tind whe 1 


itieet 
it 


debate, acute in limitations and definitions, and strong in argu- 
ment, will be unable to answer this argument. 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. President, the remark of the Senator from 
New Hampshi upon the that the father and 
mother have the means of ed their children and that they 


i 
z 
il 
li 


Sane ee 
indefini yin the ma 
is that emigration very often is the result of 


. 


of an ambitious and earnest spirit and desire for the well-being of 
the eT cae ee 0 SN ee eee 
alread orce whic udes improper persons, a regula- 
tion like this, aside from its injustice. ~ 

a eters se a ee I believe in the of 
emigration. I believe that world was made by the s 
and that these attem: ae ot conn ae oe 
poore vee. I tthe right of any Government to ude 

om its ove pene 6 ee ee apr scape ad 
crime, dangerous persons classes, wan say that 
have no idea in the world that the fh tama Vaart 
really desirable to exclude from the country will be affected by 
this bill, I understand thed classes more generally read 
and write than the classes w are not so dangerous. I claim, 
however, the right of an of good character and industrious 


y 0 

habits to come into the United States at his and bring 

with him his wife and his children. I salons tn tees 

While I would consent to any other aside 

good character and industrious habits, still 1 would not consent 

to the separation of families which bill would necessarily 

produce. 
The Senator says let them wait a while. It is not always 

for the who wish to come to the United States to 

It would be, whatever else may be said 


a 


| 
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those who are illiterate, persons who have every other merit than 
the merit of literacy. Such persons itis the purpose by this act 
to exclude, and to impose no other requirement than they 
shall read and write. I feel that, the proposition of the 


Senator is plausible, it has no merit whatever, no foundation 
justice or reason. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Iam sorry the Senator from Illinois 


FF 


does 
not recognize the merit of m I will ask the Senator 
a question. Suppose-e Sathertis mother, who can read and write, 
tg hace bee ia ope tat ft tg Se 
Senator think it would take the father and mother to teach those 
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means to doit, They have in the family to 
do it. Now, I ask the tor how long it wor rec ym Md 
and mother to qualify those children to come over with them, and 
if they can read and write, which fe What ws ee 
and have clabiren between se sane ae ane whom they 
not taught to read and write, is it not a very useful and whole- 
some law for us to say to them by our statute, by our notice to 
oar ee onal! fala Cafore they take gh this land hiiberty 
u ore or 

and in ? I think the Senator see that it is 


slight req ent which is imposed in this case, and that 


a 






important a matter as it seems, for it is | st never that you 

wound find two parents, father and mother, able to read and 

write and their children unable to do : ina’ 

while it ma: Sees, bes OSS rT eee 
Mr. LODG ; hope we have a vite 

and I trust it will be defea: die 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The 

amendment submitted by the 

to the amendment of the Senator from Missouri 
The amendment to the amendment 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question rec 

to the amendment submitted by the Senator from 
Mr. MORGAN. What is the amendment? : 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be 
The Szoretary. In line 7, it is ; 

teen” and insert in lieu thereof the 


All persons over 16 years of age who can read and write, etc, 











United States, so many, indeed, that the President has mentioned 
it in his message almost in a complaining way. But they are 
here, and amongst our people they are very welcome, and I sup- 
ose that if we had the power to extradite them, or if it was our 
iy to extradite a single one of them to Cuba, to answer his 
responsibility to the Spanish Government, the pone of the 
United States would almost rise in revolt before they would see 
itdone. It would be a very much more distressing state of pub- 
lic sentiment than occurred many years ago when fugitive slaves 
were a captured in the Northeast, in Pennsylvania and other 
States, and returned to the South. The sentiment of the people 
of the country would be so violeatly opposed to an extradition of 
that kind that I think no Executive would be prepared to favor 
it, or even to attempt to execute it. But the treaty expressly 
provides that there shall be no extradition for political offenses. 

Nov, no man who lives in Cuba now—and the amendment con- 
fines its application te those who live there now or have hereto- 
fore inhabited Cuba—escapes from the island to-day unless he 
comes driven away by political differences there. lt makes no 
difference whether you call it insurrection or war. 

Mr. HOAR. Will my honorable friend, at some convenient 
time, allow me to read for his consideration what I have drawn 
up on this point? 

Mr. MORGAN, Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. Considering that there may benecessity for poms 
action, and considering the large duties of the President of 
United States, perhaps it would be better to give the power to the 
Secretary of State. Sol have drawn up what I will read: 

Secretary of State may, in his discretion, provide, either by general 

regulation orapocial order, for the admission of immigrants oe from war or 

tical oppression, or in consequence of political disorder,on being satisfied 

ma mae one persons of good character, seeking an asylum 1n this countryin 
g . 

Now, if the Senator from Alabama will allow me just one word, 
I will say that I have given the power to theSecretary of State, as 
i said, and I have not required that officer to find that what they 
fiy from is political oppression, because it may be said that that 
would give offense to some country with which we are at peace. 
Take the case of a man who came from Germany, or England, or 
Switzerland, or anywhere else. So I have made the provision 
read, ‘‘ flying from war or political oppression or in conseq‘fence of 
political disorder, on being satisfied that they are persons of good 
character, secking an asylum in this country in good faith.” 

Mr. MORGAN. If the Senate wants to spread the doctrine over 
the whole area of this subject, that is a very good form in which 
to doit. Itis liable to but one single objection which I can see 
now, and that is, we are making a difference between the Presi- 
dent of the United States and his clerk, the Secretary of State, 
because the President and the Secretary of State under our system 
of governmental administration are master and clerk, and that is 


all. The Secretary never acts without the authority of the Presi- 
dent. He never pretends to act except by the authority of the 
President. Therefore, if the Secretary of State should make these 


exemptions it would be attributed necessarily to the President of 
the United States. That does not relieve the difficulty, which I 
have suggested, of involving the Presidentin making adeclaration 
that civil war or insurrection or rebellion or political disorder 
exists in a State sufficient to justify the migration of its citizens; 
and that would probably be a cause of offense. 

I was about to state that my amendment has reference to a par- 
ticular provision of our treaty with Spain, and I had gone on to 
state that thousands of immigrants were here, and none of them 
had been extradited, nor has any demand for their extradition 
been made. We know perfectly well that there are men here 
to-day who would be extradited to Spain or to Cuba for trial there 
for their lives for offenses alleged to have been committed against 
the Spanish Crown if extradition were possible. 

Now, why is it not possible? It is because the treaty provides 
that there shall be no extradition for a political offense. 

Mr. CAFFERY. Will the Senator from Alabama allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. MORGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CAFFERY. Is not the clause in the treaty with Spain that 

olitical offenses are nonextraditable common to all treaties with 
levees nations? lt is not singular and peculiar to the treaty 
ith ; 


wi oe 

Mr. MORGAN. I am not prepared to say that it applies to 
every treaty, and it would take some time to look up that point. 
As a general proposition, what the Senator from Louisiana says 
is true. There is no extradition for political offenses, although 
treaties vary very much in their language as to the definition of 
political offenses. 

We had serious trouble in regard to a treaty with Russia on 
that account. In the treaty which we negotiated and concluded 
with Russia that question arose as to the actual murder of a mem- 
ber of the royal ily. It was concluded that that was not a 
political offense; that it need not necessarily be a political offense. 





It might be done through 
that while the general rule 
ions to it. In the case of Russia there 
as to one other Government—I 
st h oa ieposition make particular in 
ave no di ion to discrimination 
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enough to have me to do ing as a private 

ppg ter ag Pony 28 raf i tk ce af op 
boon guodionted entirely auull aussiabelie Gaim. Seaieanin aaaome: 
country and our own 

So this is not an which smacks of Cuban 
any more than it does of for other = 
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ee for reasons ch are statctory to him, wheter 

of his own ora ours, or 

some evil or in his own whaauugl ile eaties 
may be, our doorsstand wide to receive him upon the ground 
snes bo ne Sere oe iate himself and apply his allegiance 


ublic chooses to give them. 
Mr. HOAR. I do not use the word “‘ pampers” in an offensive 


sense. I mean persons who have no no present 
vee ae I refer to ee kaon 
y this bill. 


Mr. MORGAN. They are thrown through the mercy of God 
and the cruelty of the pena famil 


blic trusteeship. They become ae Sk ake 
ublic . are 
ruienas theta the Christian world for the sake 


of living and having a place where they can breathe out the rem- 
nant their miserable lives. They are excepted out of the 
rules, they are of no use in circles. 


—— , because 
= ey do not belong in the political circles Sa ieee 


a pen oe eee but you are a charge upon a particular 

part of it 

there, and you can 

your own voluntary act.” 
They are excluded. They have 

criminal classes are excluded because 


i choice of his domicile. must 

fag in the connity 1een ee See the and 
r his penalties there, and if his own country has and 
stamped him as a criminal, then he has our 
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this bill we should not instantly cut off the refugees from 
ba the to land upon our shores unless they can trans- 



















beautiful system which no man can inherit except an American. 
He may adopt it; he can not get it by inheritance; and he will 





late the of the United States in their thoughts at least | never it and understand it exactly like an American. 
from one to another. I believe in educating people in the atmosphere of the Consti- 
Now, the question of the Constitation, I have thought that | tution of the United States. It does not make much difference 
a very selection of by | to me whether they have the power of analysis so as to detect all 
which to test ci qualifications of a man who may | the elements of that atmosphere and apply them at will to the 
enter into the United States from a country. It is the | different subjects as they arise. Give me the spirit of a man edu- 
most puzzling instrument that ever had any attention paid to it | cated beneath that splendid record of organic law. Let him 


understand the spirit of it and feel it. That man can be always 
appealed to to observe his own rights and those of his fellows, the 
equal justice between man and man, and to put the bridle of 
restraint upon usurpation and power. After all, one of the highest 
offices that a private American citizen ever has to execute is to 
stand upon his manhood, to stand upon his rights under the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and put the bridle of restraint upon 
those high servants who undertake to rule and control him under 
the Government of the country. 

This, Mr. President, is all I have to say. I shall offer the other 
amendment when the nen time comes. 

Mr. PLATT. The Senator from Alabama seems to have wan- 
dered Sp far away from the precise point. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ihave another amendment that covers some 
of my remarks, and which I shall offer when it is in order. 

Mr. PLATT. He has said very much that appeals both by its 
eloquence and by its sense to the judgmentof all. Whatho 
has said should be the character of citizenship in the United 
States will meet with the hearty approval of every Senator. But 


of goveramen 
t does not read like any instrumen 1 
although some ons of it were somewhat copied from ancient 
British laws and German laws. A‘ 
But the Constitution gl oe gander + yplanrnigige ann tage 
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ence to naturalization, which is the real pith and merit of this 
















whole business after all, so far as the influx of foreign people into | the precise question, it seems to me, he largely left untouched. 
our — is concerned. The question of natur: is the I am sorry that the Cuban question has been mixed up with the 
question of citizenship; and I have another amendment which | i 


a question, or that an attempt should be made tocom- 
bin 


relates to that subject and incorporates a know of the Con- | bine the two in one bill. If the proposed amendment, however, 
i eee one that nothing in the bill contained should haves 
thing. 


upon our shores of Cuban refugees, that would be one 


Mr. MORGAN. I am willing to put it in that form. 

Mr. PLATT. It would then be defective in that it did not pro- 
vide for the future, and admit refugees from other countries 
where similar circumstances might prevail. I do not know 
whether under our law the bill would exclude political refugees or 

fleeing from the horrors of war or oppression in their own 
country. I do not know whether the bill would at all exclude 
them; but surely we ought not to go further than to say it should 
not apply to refugees, if that can > defined. We ought not, for 
the purpose of providing that it shall not exclude the refugees 
from Cuba, admit all immigrants from Cuba from now forward 
for all time who come within the restricted clauses of the bill. 
That was my objection. 

Mr. MORGAN. If the Senator will allow me, I have provided 
against that by saying ‘“‘ who have heretofore inhabited Cuba.” 

Mr. PLATT. But the amendment of the Senator, if adopted, 
will allow for all time, whatever the fate of the Cuban con- 
troversy may be, illiterate persons to come from Cuba as immi- 
grants—after the war is over, after the Republic of Cuba has been 
established, and for all time. If this matter of excluding per- 
sons because they are illiterate is a correct test by which we shall 

our i igration, and I think it is, it does not seem to 
me because there is imminent trouble in Cuba now that we should 
make a distinction in favor of Cuba, and, no matter what the fate 
of the country may be or what its future government may be, 
allow illiterate immigrants from Cuba to come to our shores. 

If the purpose of the Senator is what he says it is, then the 
amendment ought to be framed in some other way. 

Now, the bill will stand as a law on our statute books. We do 


the U States. It can not do him any harm. 

eee nam tone understandingly in the 
sense of a conviction of Mearadlis, Ceanbnan tank ques desl not 
= a ee that he has not read the Ten 
There are a great many men in the United States to-day, native 
and naturalized, who have never read the Ten Command- 
ments. They are none the better for that. The country is none 
the better off because those men have not been compelled in the 
es ee Oe Senne Fae anes 
some one to recite or to read that basis of all 
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ts. 
I would not undertake, Mr. President, to put that sacred body 
of laws, or any allusion to it, in a bill to come before the Senate 
of the United States unless I was most profoundly impressed with 


the necessity of the allusion. Otherwise it would be in | not know where the next struggle for liberty may occur. We 
some sense a sacrilege to doit. But when we are making qualifi- | do not know in what country the patriotic, liberty-loving senti- 
cations for those who are to become citizens of the United . | ment may attack eaenehieaien despotic government. Butif the 
who were not born here and who must come upon some knowl- | amendment be adopted, then the immigrants or refugees from the 
edge that they possess of our I insist that they shall | country where the next conflict may take place wil) be excluded 
show they have had some education of rt by the bill, while political refugees and immigrants from Cuba, 


which by that time may have been composed into a settled gov- 
erument, will be admitted under the bill. 

It is a discrimination, Mr. President, that we can not justly or 
logically make in the form in which it is proposed to make it. I? 
the Senator had confined it to an amendment which would allow 

from Cuba to come to our shores, and that only,and not 


I could feel at assured of if the man understood | affect the future immigration from the country when matters shall 
of our t perhaps he had been stuffed be- | have been composed there, and allow ignorant people to come from 
fore he came with a Constitution of our country. | that future country when they can come from no other country, 


much as I dislike to see the two questions combined, I should not 


States from Hon. Carl Schurz, and yet he stands, I think, to-day | have felt like makingany suggestion whatever on the amendment. 
among the immigran countries in official Mr. LODGE. Mr. President, I wish to say, first, in regard to 

rank, + gemma fy , in powers of mind, and in exalta- | the precise effect of the amendment, that it applies only tg the pro- 
. He could not read the Constitution of the | posed law. Hitherto our legislation in regard to immigration has 


excluded persons liable to become a charge on the community, 
criminal or diseased persons, and contract laborers—objectionable 
classes which the United States shut out on account of objections 
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to them. 


This is the first measure of a general restrictive char- 
acter, and it applies the test of illiteracy with a view of excluding 
also the ignorant. 

The Cuban amendment ree by the Senator from Alabama 


applies only to the pending bill, not to the ro immigration laws 
of the United States, as I understand it. I think that the amend- 
ment is rather too broadly drawn, and is obnoxious to the objec- 
tion that has just been made by the Senator from Connecticut; 
that is, I think after Cuba has become, as we all hope it will become, 
an independent and settled government, it would still allow immi- 
grants from that country, and favor them over the immigrants 
from other countries. That Ido not think ought to be the case. 
I believ@ it should apply to the Cubans only during the time when 
they are engaged in war with Spain or iullering from the oppres- 
sions of thatcountry. Thereis noreason for excepting them after 
they reach a period of peace and prosperity, and the amendment 
would lead to that result. 

Now, 1 want to say a single word as to the point which has been 
raised about commercial treaties and the favored-nation clause. 
The favored-nation clause has no bearing whatsoever on the ques- 
tion of immigration. No nation in the world, no independent 
nation, has ever given up the right, or ever would give up the 
right by treaty, to say who should come and who should not come 
within its boundaries. That is an absolute sovereign right which 
every nation must retain and uphold. We singled cut the Em- 
pire of China and excluded her citizens by name, as we had an 
undoubted right to do, justas we have an undotibted right to single 
out any other country, and say there shall be no immigrants from 
that country. lf that country chooses to retaliate, well andgood. 
But we have never given up our rights by any form of treaty on 
that point. Our rights are absolute in dealing with the question 
of immigration to the United States. 

I think the Cuban case can be distinguished from other cases 
very easily. Those people are right at our doors. They have suf- 
fered under the most terrible oppression. They are now engaged 
in a desperate struggle for liberty. If they desire to flee for safety, 
if they desire to put their women and children ina place of safety, 
they have no country to turn to but the United States. We are 
their next-door neighbor. The Armenian fleeing from oppression 
can cross—as thousands of them have done—thv nearest boundary 
to Russia. He is surrounded by countries in which he will be en- 
tirely safe. The Cuban refugee has no place to go except to the 
United States. For that reason it seems to me we can properly 
make an exception for the Cubans while they are refugees, while 
war and oppression exist in the island, and for no longer time. 

The amendment offered by my colleague seems to me to be too 
sweeping. It would be on , n then for any European 
country which had a class of citizens that they found objection- 
able—— 

Mr. HOAR. I will say to my colleague, with his leave, that I 
think my amendment, which was very hastily drawn, is a little 
too sweeping, and I shall not press it, but will vote for an amend- 
ment exactly on the lines my colleague has just stated, if he pleases; 
that is, I would be willing to agree that the bill should not apply 
to persons fleeing from Cuba during the continuance of the present 
disorders in that island, if that will cover the case. I should not 
be wee to limit it to the recognition of belligerency, because I 
do not think anyone wants to put that in this bill. 

Mr. LODGE. Certainly not. 


Mr. MORGAN. The senior Senator from Massachusetts would 
not say ‘‘ persons fleeing from Cuba.” He would say “ persons 
arriving from Cuba.” 


Mr. HOAR. Very well; I mean to say = who flee to get 
rid of the disorders there, and they are not criminals who escape. 

Mr. MORGAN. Iam perfectly content with that suggestion. 
I think it covers the whole case. 

Mr. HOAR. I will not interrupt my colleague now, but when 
he gets through I will ask the clerks to take down a modification 
of the amendment of the Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. LODGE. I was only going to say, in conclusion, as my col- 
league has withdrawn his amendment, that the objection to leg- 
iglation of that kind is that then any country which desires to get 
rid, we will say, of a class of citizens whom it may find it difficult 
to support, paupers, persons of any kind who are a charge on the 
community, can simply by the passage of an oppressive law bring 
them within the exception of po itical oppression. We have lately 
seen one country which has undertaken to drive out a whole class 
of its citizens, Large funds were raised to project suddenly into 
this country some 5,000,000 persons in a state of complete indi- 
gence and to throw them into the labor market of America and 
on our people for support by taxation. 

Therefore, Mr. President, I think in making exceptions we 
shouid be very careful. Iam entirely in favor of making an ex- 
ception which will give the Cuban refugees admission to this 
country, the only } een where they can take refuge if they desire 
to flee from the disorders and oppressions now existing in the 
island. If the Senator will limit it as he has manifested a readi- 





ness to do, I think there ought to be no objection to it. Iam 
fectly sure that we have an absolute right to make way santeiiine 
we 


we choose. We can admit whom please. We can exclude 
whom we please. They undertook once in Europe to make ob- 
jection to our giving asylum to Kossuth. That was resented by 
United Btaiea ta the posession at last tot Gat dene 

ni is ; ; ; 
con any who dball ccene tote tabaci anita not. If they 
choose to ony that One peste ee ee eee 
form of immigrants, but that they aa their doors to refu- 


gees from the Isiand of Cuba, it is en’ y 
do. Ithink the only question for us to consider 
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ie not edvienble to abe 8 7 ee ee 
which shall permit the Cubans during the continuance of the 
present s le to find refuge in this country, but that after the 
restoration of the island to independence and prosperity that 
exemption shall cease. 2 

Mr. CAFFERY. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator from Louisiana will allow me one 


moment, my object will be entirely 
stand the tor from Alabama to approve by 

amendment the words “during the continuance of the present 
disorders there;” so that it will read: 


ei 


This actshall not apply to personsarriving the Uathgt Ditantvens ony 
or place in the haan DtK Cube daring the po eh — 
there: And That such persons shall heretofore been 
ants of that island. 

That is the Senator’s am: 


endment. 
Mr. MORGAN. Iam content with that, Mr. President. 
Mr. HOAR. Very well. 


ery 
Mr. CAFFERY. Mr. President, I quite o_o the Senator 


from Connecticut . PLATT] that an the pending 
immigration bill In favor of Cuba would be a discrimination 
against other le or other nations in a like or similar condition. 
I understand from Senators who have on this subject that 
there is no disposition to limit the of the United States 
in cases of emergency, of a character by political 


sion at home. the exception incorporated in the bill d be 

made and bce roe bs either far or — a eos shores . 

pression of any e in any coun’ 

refuge in our borders, they could noel it. I can see noreason 

ae why we should make a special exemption in favor of the 
ubans. 


The junior Senator from Massachusetts says that the Cubans 
have no other shore to fly to. have the country of 
South America, The ve the blic of 
have the Republic of Mexico. They have more 
near refuge than have people 
people would have to fly to the 
the necessi 
same d 
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of the Senator from Alabama, and the t to y that 
amendment by the Senator from Soon ens ieee 
ee ons to the whole_bill. eae es bill 
none bu a diseased persons, as I understand, 
are excluded from the Uni States as immigrants. The shores 
or a eet oa uarter of the gitbe srovigad = 
who are an ; Se 
not come the clasies nediioeaiioans If we admit 


Sree ane Ny ve aninvidious 
Tea mot te Saves Of epeiag rae refugees 
am no vor of closing our 

from any country if they have the Feuiste qualifcaiton our 
resent igration laws. I think it would be a bad distinction. 
think it would be unwise, because people who, at home, have 

that sense of liberty which impels them torebel against monarch- 

ical and oppressive institutions are very likely to make the very 

best citizens for the United States. 

I was heartily in favor of the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Dlinois [Mr. PatmEr]. I t if an educ 
cation were to be imposed asa roe 
qualification ought to be as light as possible, was perfectly 
willing to extend the to 21 years of 
the t danger of dividing t and 
inevitably occur where the t of illiteracy 
age, for the child might be illiterate, or, vice versa, the 
parent illiterate. At 21 years 
and there would be no objection on the ground of separation of 


the family. : ae 

{am petfeoty wi peal Re ae FE oR - I o Fence 
resen On iaws as are. am 
that the difficulty the amendment of the Senator 


from Alabama will ose weakness of to 
ate qualification of illiteracy. 1 would hagabes it 
follows as a matter of course that an illiterate immigrant makes 
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agricultural ts; but those 
eee either me eens Se Sor a8, 
develop into hard-wor . industrious citizens. ve no 
Seen it sover ta auntals Soom of course, @ 
many of them would be excluded under the operation of 
Sie prupeae law because the Italians have no system of public 
schools of which lam aware. I think their education is mostly 
based upon private resources and private means. On that point, 
however, I am not well informed. 
But, Mr. President, I think the needs of the South and the West 


Those 
fishing and oystering 
who go to the fields 


uire a amount of immigration than now comes to them, 
I think any law not manifestly and obviously necessary 
to the common weal of a country, excl from that 


country, is untiecessary and indefensible. I further think that 
ae ethan t to modify the law so as to admit that very class of 
persons whom we are most anxious to admit, to wit, tical 
refugees, who would be excluded upon the ground of illiteracy, 
hon SS + ee eS 
they now 

r. GALLINGER. Mr. President, I understand that the 
amendment submitted by the Senator from Alabama to 
exempt Cubans durin continuance of the present war in the 
Island of Cuba. I will ask the Senator if I am correct in that 


su ition? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, my amendment as amended on the sug- 
gestion of the Senator from Massachusetts has that object. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I was not in the Chamber when that 
amendment was submitted. In view of that fact, it strikes me 
when I cast my vote for this measure I shall cast itin sympathy 
with the great heart of the American people. It seems to me that 
for the Government of the United States to return to Cuba under 

conditions a re from that island, sending back that 
man is fighting for freedom and independence and _givi 
him into the power of the cruel, despotic, and murderous i 
Government, would be an act of cruelty and injustice and inhu- 
Se American citizen vught to tolerate by his vote or 
y his 

I am in profound sym vith that people, who are battling, 
as I understand the Sete for recisely the same principles for 
which our forefathers contend —— the great power of the 
British Empire; and, Mr. President, I should feel that I was doing 
my own convictions a profound injustice and that I was voting 
in favor of cruelty and oppression if I failed to record my vote in 
favor of exer those men during the continuance of the war 
in Cuba from provisions of this proposed act. 

I am in sympathy with and in favor of this bill, but I trust in 
enacting it we shall not lose sight of those great principles of 
humanity, and of justice, and of equality, and of right which 
have alwa ore, as I look at it, the Congress of 
the United States in statutes for the government of our 
as ae and for the control of our great public concerns. 

r. CALL. Mr. President, I vote for this bill with the 
from Massachusetts, allowing the Cubans to come into 
the country during the present disorder, but I can hardly see the 
justification of the principles upon which the billis based. Inter- 
coufse with oe harem: is desirable or undesirable. If 
in by the coming or of the inhabit- 
ants of different countries is to be entirely prohibited, we return 
to the condition of China. Sib te @ be Unadtel lnteccouree 
between the of different and different coun- 
tries, how is it to be limited? proposes to limit it by the 
ability to read and write, adding to it the exclusion because of 
criminal conduct contained in the act of Congress of which this 
is to be an amendment. Is that a test? Isa country filled with 
people who can read and write of ee ee 
advancing the arts of civilization? Does skilled 
man of inventive us, always have or qualification accompa- 


nied by the ca to read and write 

That is not tn tion of mankind. It is desirable that the 
country should every citizen to read and write. That it is 
&@ means of a intell ce, that it thought, that it 
is a necessity for r civilization is beyond doubt; but have we 
no need of sturdy laborer in the intercontinental railroad be- 


tween this country and South America, which is soon to be built? 
Do the great public works have no need of the sturdy hand and 
the strong limb and the muscle of the laborer who can not read 
write? Is it true that we have in our country a dearth of 


E 






239 


necessary employment—I donot mean from transitory causes, but 
@ permanent surplus of labor, more than the necessities of this 
estern Hemisphere demand? I doubtit, Mr. President. I ques- 
tion that when we consider the vast area of desert land, with the 
as yet uncultivated land areas not only in this country, but of the 
t Island of Cuba, capable of sustaining a population of 
10,000,000 or 12,000,000, now only 1,500,000, which population will 
be ee from this country, because it will not be six months 
after the recognition by this country of the independence of Cuba 
shall be made before there will be 100,000 Americans there, and 
their places will need to besupplied. Soof Mexico. Theovertiow 
of our population will go into Mexico, it will go into the Central 
American ublics, and it is a grave question whether or not we 
should exclude the honest, the laborious, the capable laboring man 
of other count’ es who is not able to read and write. 

I question the efficacy of this restriction. It would seem to me 
that it would have been the wiser policy, acknowledging the 
sovereign right of every nation to admit or exclude that class of 

lation which would benefit or injure it, that in the treaty- 
power there should be ample means of limiting or enlarg- 
ing the admission of people of different countries into our country. 

e@ may say that we will not admit immigrants, persons coming 
here for a permanent residence. We oy say that we wiil exclude 
them from — into the country at all. We will let every man 
who can read and write come for a temporary sojourn, but we 
ae not allow him, if he can not read and write, even to touch our 


soil. 

In the treaty-making power we have the means of suspending 
all intercourse with foreign countries, or of opening or continuing 
immigration or prohibiting it. 

It seems to me that this is a serious defect, and that it wil) be 
wiser to establish some system of treaty stipulation by which we 
can exclude objectionable people from our shores, rather than by 
an act of Congress, which provides a restriction including all the 
sturdy laborers who may come from other countries, however 
good their character may be. 

The question of suffrage or how far aliens should be admitted 
to the rights of suffrage and citizenship is an entirely different 
question. Residence and commerce reston different grounds from 
citizenship and a participation in the government of a country. 

Intercourse, commerce, and the advantages of it, or the disadvan- 
tages, is one thing and the participation in the government of a 
country is a different thing, and the reasons which demand the 
one and prohibit the other are entirely distinct. But I have no 
intention of going into this subject further. [ shall vote for the 
bill with the amendment I suggest in deference to the opinion of 


Mr. MILLS. Mr. President, as I intend to vote against this 
bill, [think it proper that I should briefly give some of the reasons 
which constrain me to that vote. 

I do not believe that the ability to read and write constitutes 
the whole sum of what it takes to make a good average citizen 
of the United States. This is a change of the policy of our Gov- 
ernment adopted at its very foundation. We are losing sight of a 
fundamental truth that was at the bottom of our Government 
when it was formed, that we were erecting on this continent a 
Government which was to be free and the home of a free people, 
that it-was to-be the asylum of the downtrodden and the oppressed 
of other countries. e admitted all to come to our shores except 
paupers and criminals. The pauper who could do nothing to 
support the Government or to help build up the society which 
sustained him had no right to put himself upon our society to 
become a charge. The criminal is a violator of law, and we have 
@ natural right to exclude all such from coming to our shores. 
That has been the policy of our Government from its foundation 
until the present time. Now, sir, it seems that the civil-service 
idea has taken such a hold upon the American people that we are 
extending it to the immigration of foreigners coming to this coun- 
try; and we are, I imagine, to establish a civil-service commission 
to try these people so as to determine whether they can read and 
write, and whether they understand the Ten Commandments in 
the Bible or the ten commandments in the Constitution which 
were referred to by the Senator from Alabama [{[Mr. MorGan]. 

I remember some years ago a distinguished citizen of the State 
of Ohio was telling me about some Irishmen who sought natural- 
ization in one of the courts of Cincinnati. One of the judges told 
the leading Irishman who had his fellow-countrymen in charge to 
takethem out, to read to them the Constitution of the United States, 
to explain it to them, and see whether or not they understood it, 
and t to come back and report in court after he had performed 
this duty. He took them out and read the Constitution to them 
from beginning to end, explained it to them, and brought them 
back into court. . The judge said: ‘‘ Pat, have you read the Consti- 
tution tothem?” “ Yes, sir.” ‘‘ Have you explained it to them?” 
“Yes, sir.” ‘‘Do they understand it?” ‘‘Yes, your honor; they 
understand it and are delighted with it.” enentes: ] 

So it is with a great many of our people who seem to understand 
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the Constitution and are delighted with it; yet, Mr. President, it 
is a fact which has existed from ys ore of our Government 
ec 


to.the present day that the most in tual men in our country 
do not comprehend it. The Senate and House of 
have been quibbling over almost every provision of that Constitu- 
tion for a hundred years. The Supreme Court have declared at 
one time that the Constitution meant so and so and at another 
time they have said it did not mean that. They have been revers- 
ing their decisions over and over again and the arguments which 
have been made in this body and the other in the legislative 
branches, ard all over the country by the most intelligent men, 
show that there has been a constant misunderstanding of both the 
provisions and the meaning of the Constitution of the United 
States. 

I am opposed to making an educational test of citizenship for 
those who are coming to this country. I am willing to receive 
them if they are not paupers and criminals and give them an op- 
portunity to be educated and become good citizens here. Someof 
the very best citizens we have in this country are men who have 
come to us from foreign countries. Our forefathers were foreign- 
ers; great numbers of them could not read and write; and yet 
they laid the foundation of the greatest republic of the earth. 

Mr. CAFFERY. Will the Senator permit me to make a sugges- 
tion to him? 

Mr. MILLS. Certainly. 

Mr. CAFFERY. The Constitution of the United States pre- 
scribes no qualification for suffrage. That is a matter within the 
province of the States exclusivel 

Mr. MILLS. Of course; and the State of Texas has just adopted 
an article of amendment to its constitution on the subject of 
suffrage. 

But I was going to say that we have a great body of foreign 
people in this country who are good citizens. They are laborers; 
they have helped to build up this great hive of American indus 
and there is room for more of them in the United States. S$ - 
ing for my own State, I would be glad to welcome 100,000 Ger- 
mans to come to Texas; I would be glad to welcome 100,000 Irish- 
men; I would be glad to welcome 100,000 Scandinavians. There 
isa larg e number of these three races of foreigners living in the 
State of Texas. Ihave known many of them, and known them 
for many years, and I know them to be good citizens. Suppose 

that the — from some of these foreign countries wish to come 
and bring their children and they have not had the opportunity 
to have them educated under the despotic governments of Europe, 
they are to be kept away and to wait until they can educate their 
children, and the Government can make no provision for them. 
This is afree country. We have hitherto invited them to come 
and enjoy the blessings of liberty with ourselves, and now we say: 

** Because your —— is a despotic government and has 
enslaved you and your children and it is ray emines for you ever 
to educate them, you shall be proscribed m coming to this 
country and enjoying the blessings of free government.” 

This is the only really free country in the world. It is a pecul- 
iar Government among the governments and nationalities of the 
world. This continent was dedicated to liberty when this Gov- 
ernment was erected, to be the home of a free people, of a self- 
She ple, of a e who held their liberties in their own 

now we are told that the civil service must app ve to the 
immigration of people cmaae from foreign countries, an 
or his children who can not stand the test of a civil-service ell 
nation must be remanded back to despotism again because they 
have lived in a despotic government which cared not for them. 

No, Mr. President, I am opposed to the educational test. The 
capacity to read and write is no evidence of virtue either in man- 
hood or womanhood, and I have not a doubt but that the peniten- 
tiaries of every State in the Union are full of criminals who can 
read and write, and read and write well. I have not a doubt that 
the majorit; of the wretches whose necks have been broken on the 
gallows could read and write. The acquirement of the capacity 
to read and write does not dispel vice and wickedness from the 
heart. There are thousands and hundreds of thousands of good 
people in this country and in other countries who can not read 
and write. I doubt very much if one in ten of the men or wornen 
who first came to this country could read and write; but yet see 
what a precious heritage they have created in this country and 

queathed to us. 

hes2, sir, are the reasons which constrain me to vote against 
this bill, and to preserve and persevere and continue in the policy 
of our fathers to keep the test of pauperism and crime the only 
test to be applied to foreigners coming to enjoy this heritage of 
liberty with us. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I understood the Senator from Texas to 


resentatives 


say that Texas was about to adopt an intelligence qualification of |. 


some sort. 

Mr. MILLS. I said that Texas had already adopted an amend- 
ment to her constitution in reference to suffrage. 

Mr. CHANDLER. May I ask the Senator what that is? 


DECEMBER 17, 

Mr. MILLS. I donot remember just theexact provisions of it. 

tot, CHAND LER. Is it applying an intelligence qualification 
vo 


Mr. MILLS. It is not. Oo ee 
Mr. CHANDLER. ee from Texas would 
seem to me to be a sort of apotheosis of Senator 


has argued that we ought not to Fealing and writing 
grants pgp orn pen eee and writing 
to learn to read and write before The Senator 
denounces this and waxes eloquent over teen very same time 
oe a oe Se ee ee ae 
intelligence clause to keep negro from . Presiden 

it seems to me that the Senator ought to be Got wecheul 
ae ey immigrants coming into this country the test which 


oe to t as he 

them, from the cs apply te “St the Stateot Texas is authorized 

iccoatn aan uirement as acondition of suffrage, it seems to 

me thet She peels << ee Cee a perfect right to 

ee the admission of immigrants to enjoy the 
of this coun 

‘ en MILLS Forhape t aegis etaps toile Shicaitinainasean 


dvouniiialienet Texas, that I voted against it. I held the same 
views then that I hold now. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER =: eae 
a is on the amendmen the Senator from 


(tr. a], ‘The Becretary will state eee from Massachusetts [Mr. 


The Secretary. It is proposed to add as an additional section 
the following: 


Serc.2. This act shall not inland of Cube during the sontinuanee of the prosent 
eee ed ae ee 
ny Det eS e@ ak dreF om 


ants of u that — 


Mr. PALMER. Iask for the yeas and 
The ee gg nays were ordered; and the 


Mr. COCKRELL (when his name was called). I am paired 
with the senior Senator from Iowa town (Maanaieelh whe" ae. 
tained at home by reason of illness. 


Mr. CULLOM (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. He not being 
pomsent ane 5 eet ee ee withhold my 

pe es in 


veMre. MARTIN (ee ee Tam 
the junior Senator from Montana [Mr. 
ee eae 

oo his name was called). sea, 
a ashington (Mr. Wusox], If he were present, I 
0 Bee 
(when his name was called). Ihave a 
kee 


on that amendment. 
ar 


Mr. 8 
with the senior Senator from Idaho [Mr Dusoss}, 


aa 
PRESIDING OFFICER rs epee ew Mr. THURSTON 
was a calid) The present — has a eS eee 


occupant of 


RR eas 


Mr. SHOUP. Sn Soniinenneee 
a ee saan 

Mr. GEAR. Lhavea tal pair with te senior Senator fr 

[Mr. Geman) san teeiege my vote. 
Mr. McBRIDE. I have a general with the senior Senator 
from ee ed eee 
Senator from [Mr. WARREN], and vote “yea.” 
Mr. PASCO. I transfer my the Senator from Wash- 
ington [Mr. Witson]} to the from Indiana (Mr. Voor- 
HEES], and vote “ 
Mr. CARTER, ‘I i whether the junior Senator from 
are P. IDING O} CER. The junior Senator from Mary- 
e ULR, 

land has not voted. 

oe a Having a general pair with that Senator, I with- 
my Vv 

Mr. PALMER (after voting in the ieee — 
ee ee ee eee 

The ig og etl OFFICER. ee 

Mr. PALMER. Then I withdraw my vote, as I havea general 
pair with that Senator. 


Mr. ny ang cohen age desire to if the senior 
Senator from Wisconsin Vinas} has ae 
CER. He has not voted. ; 
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ALMER. That is satisfactory to 

3 ee 
6 in ve). 

a ioe Sco Te Est} voted? If not, Idesire to with- 


Senator 
as I have a with him. 
draw ME TSIDING OFFICER.” The Senator from Missouri has 
voted. 
a NELSON. Then I withdraw my vote. 
The result was yeas 47, nays 6; as follows: 








me, and I vote ‘‘nay.” 


YEAS—4?. 
Allen, Chandler, Kyle, Perkins, 
Bacon. Chilton, Platt, 
Beker, Clark, cite, Proctor, 
Burrows, a. : Mitchell, Wis. Teller, ‘ 
Butler, A Morgan, Turpie, 
Call, Gormaa, Morrill, Wetmore, 
oro Hawley, Poffor, 
NAYS—4. 

Lindsay, ” Walthall. 

awe, ¥ Pettigrew, 
NOT VOTING—36. 
Nev. 
Aldrich, George, Jones, Nev. a. 
Blanchard, Gordon, Marphy, Tillman, 
Brice, Gray, Nelson, Vest, 
Cockrell, Hansbrough, Pugh, Voorhees, 
Calton. to Sherman, Warren, 
Gear, Jones, Ark. Seattk: Wilson. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. ELKINS. I wish to call up the amendment which I have 

heretofore offered. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment submitted by 
the Senator from West Virginia will be read. 

The Secretary. It is proposed to add the following as an addi- 
tional section: 
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which all the have a voice, and such a Government can 


only exist if it is based upon intelligence. A 
ment suffrage in the hands of ignorant, 
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people, like certain of the Old World, espeviaily in the Rus- 
sian Empire, ie dangerous as gunpowder in the hands 
of a child before a blazing fire. 

Free governments, free constitutions, can only flourish and ex- 
ist where the people are intelligent, eaucated, and cultivated. So, 
in harmony with our institutions and our form of government, it is 
ap and proper to make this educational test. We have a right— 

is not ay be right inherent in every government, but we have 
peculiarly t right, being the freest Government on the face of 
the earth—to say to baat an oe admit them to fellow- 

ip among our own people that theys approximate the stand- 
ate the intelligence and culture of our — people. 

But this t destroys the singleness and unity of the 
pending measure, a chief factor of its strength. The amendment 
seeks toenforce another test, ostensibly on the plea of encouraging 
or buildi American commerce. It will do nothing of the 
kind, Mr. ident. A mere tax of $10 a head can neither bring 
us any revenue—at best it would produce only a paltry three to 
four million dollars a year——nor increase our commerce on the high 
seas. Wecan notincreaseit by anysuch method. Neither would 
it in a material degree re immigration. All that it would 
accomplish would be merely to impose a burdensome tax upon 
those whom I regard as among the best and worthiest of our immi- 
grants. There are two classes of immigrants that I think are 
undesirable. It is not only the criminal, the ignorant, whom we 
should exclude, but I do not think we crave any capitalists or men 
of wealth in this country. I think it is the people who represent 
the middle classes, the ay tone on per wi reserve, the 
intelligent working orld, who are the most 
desirable of our Gielesaaie. 

The amendment amounts to nothing but a tax, «burden. Let 
us look at the state of the transportation lines which are plying 
between this countryand Europe. The Government report shows 
that there are upward of 300 foreign vessels which are licensed to 
¢c passengers, but leaving those out of the question which 
i ight, and taking into account only the great trans- 

passenger lines, we find this to be the state of the case. 
There are the following foreign lines, with the following number 
of steamers and ports of destination: 































































































































































Steamers 





White Star Line—to Queenstown and Liverpool... __.-... ‘ 
North German Lloyd—to Southampton, London, and Bremen_- 
Wilson Line—to Hull, Newcastle, and Gothenburg 
Red Star Line—to Antwerp__._._.............--.-...-..-.--. 
Anchor Line—to Glasgow, Leghorn, Genoa, and Napies___-- 
Cunard Line—to Liverpool and Queenstown .....__.._ _..-_.-. 
alla Line—to Christiania, Copenhagen, and Stettin___- 
American Line—to Hamburg. --._-_-- 
American Line—to Rotterdam and 






































Amsterdam. . 























As against this total of foreign lines and steamers we have only 
oneline, the American Line, with 4 steamers, rnnning only to South- 
ampton. Outof a total of 53 steamers—-passenger steamers—that 
are plying across the Atlantic, we have only 7} per cent. It is 
evident, refore, that to put a tax of $10 a head upon every pas- 
senger who does not come in an American ship would not help to 
encourage American shipping, would not retard immigration; it 
would merely impose a head tax upon humanity. 

I would rather vote for a bill which wouid exclude immigration 

than to vote for a measure of this kind. I think one of 
t subjects of taxation to which we ought to resort in this 
is a tax upon our common humanity. upon those who are 
fortunate than we are. That would make this country, now 
and the home of the free and the model country of the 
the most mercenary and most selfish of all the nations on 
of the earth. 
President, we can not build up the commerce of this coun- 
a any such Lilliputian and paltry plan. I have in my hand 
a of five mg maritime nations of the world, with the 
tonnage of their merchant marines. First, at the head of thelist, 
is Great Britain, with a total tonnage of 12,293,539 and 40,000,000 
pare Nextcomes the United States, with a tonnage of 2,234,725 
72,000,000 ; next comes the German Empire, with a 
tonnage 943,761 and 45,000,000 people, and fourth comes little 
Norway, with 1,669,468 and only 2,000,000 people. Next to Nor- 
Way comes France, with 1,129,575 tons and 39.000,090 people. 
ving lived nearly all my life onthe broad prairies of the West, 
I do not understand this question of shipping as I would like, but 
I know thet the little country of Norway, with only 2,000,000 of 
people and a merchant marine the fourth in the world, makes a 
success in that line on the ocean by methods entirely different, in 
































242 


some respects, from those which have been pursued in this coun- 
try, and while I believe in the principle of protection, I havesome- 
times thought we could learn a lesson from some of the countries 
of the Old World in the way of encouraging American shipping 
and increasing our merchant marine. 

But I shall not enter into a discussion of that question at this 
time. I submit again that the amendment is entirely out of har- 
mony with the spirit of the bill; that it can not increase our mer- 
chant marine; that it can not materially retard immigration; that 
it can only be a tax and burden upon the best and most desirable 
of our immigrants, and that for these reasons it ought not to 
be injected into this wholesome measure. 

Mr. ELKINS. Mr. President, like my colleague, the Senator 
from Minnesota [Mr. Nre._son], I do not care to go into any 
extended discussion of the amendment. I believe that the ave 
number of immigrants coming into this country annually for the 
last ten years, according to the Commissioner’s recent report, is 
about 425,000. The ae steamship lines make out of this busi- 
ness, on an average, $20 a head. From some countries it is greater 
and some countries less, but I take it from what I can gather from 
statistics that it is about $20, or something over $8,000,000 per 
annum. This $8,000,000 is paid to foreign shipowners for the 
transportation of immigrants to this country, and one of the evils 
growing out of immigration to the United States, to my mind, is 
that those foreign shipowners and this foreign shipping interest, 
through their agents abroad, encourage persons all over Europe 
to come to this country for the sake of the money the steamshi 
lines get out of the.business. Everybody who can raise enoug 
money or have it provided who wants to come to the United 
States is reached by the agents of the steamship companies and 
brought to thiscountry. In some way or other paupers and crim- 
inals are supplied with money to come to this country; the cities 
of Europe get rid of this population largely by the aid of foreign 
shipping interest. 

I do not agree with the Senator from Minnesota when he says 
that the amendment is prohibitory. There is a way left open in 
the amendment by which the — can reach this country 
without paying the head tax. It is by coming in American ships. 
It is humiliating, I confess, that we have only one American line, 
although the Senator omitted to state that a great many immi- 
grants come to the United States in sailing vessels. But I venture 
to state that the present American line can bring all the immi- 
grants to this country that want to come in American ships, and 
would be willing to engage to do it. If the present American 
line could not bring all the immigrants, then other lines would be 
established at once. There is about $8,000,000 in the business per 
annum, and I am sure that if the amendment prevails the Ameri- 
van shipowners will get some of this traffic. The amendment does 
not necessarily exclude people who want to come to this country. 
I hope it will not always be the case that we will only have one 
American line to Europe, but that we may have many, and regain 
the commerce on the seas which we once enjoyed. 

In discussing the amendment, I will not go into the subject of 
American shipping. I do not offer it as the best means of pro- 
moting American shipping; far from it; but it is oneof the means, 
and it is the sense of this country, if I understand it, agreed to by 
nearly ali parties, that there should be some proper restriction 
upon immigration. The amendment would be in a certain sense 
a restriction, and if not a restriction, it would encourage Ameri- 
can shipping. 

It would not hurt an immigrant to come to our country in an 
American ship, and by doing so he could come as cheaply as now 
and at the same time encourage American shipping. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I am unable to vote for the amendment, 
and I will state briefly my reasons. The amendment is very 
adroitly ccntrived by the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. 
ELKINS], who is always zealous and astute in behalf of any cause 
he seeks to promote to kill two birds with one stone—to help the 
American steamship lines and to limit immigration. Iam unable 
te follow the Senator in his attempts to do both of those things 
means of thisamendment. I am willing to vote to aid the Ameri- 
can line of ne I believe it now has a large subsidy in the 
way of mail money from this Government. During the last ses- 
sion we passed a law giving to that steamship line the exclusive 
carriage of express packages between Europe and this country by 
a discrimination which we made. If it is necessary to keep the 
American line running, or to establish another American line, I 
am willing to vote to aid the lines from the 
States to any reasonable extent, but I am not in favor of doing it 
by imposing a head tax upon immigrants coming to this country. 

I am in favor of as rigid immigration laws as any Senator in this 
Chamber. I have endeavored to contribute to the enactment of 
laws for the limitation of immigration, but the policy as to the 
imposition of a head tax has been to levy only such a head tax as 
would pay the expenses of administering the immigration laws. 
It is right to pay for administering the laws, to pay for taking care 


of the United | grant, beca 
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of the paupers who come here through the year, after 

to sustain them until they can be sent back to their nati 

try. That principle is justifiable—to make the 

the expenses of admini these laws. m 

last thing in ba ie that ‘tankeomnee t to end 

mone putting a w ror | . 

into o Tinenaae at the Gnited States. A tax of one or 

lars a head pays all the bills. If this tax is imposed, we 

out of the pocket of e t who comes here 
So far as the pene ti 

grants from coming, I sympathize 


to consider it with reference 


express or implied, t 
= and, as we are going to 
become a part of 
here to go out on the 
tor who addressed the 
make their homes there. 
can be put is to leave 
for one repudiate the 
immi we the United 
out 0} immigrants 
of the United States and put it into the Treasury. 
Mr. MORGAN. I desire to ask the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire a question before he takes 


immigrant. Fo oper 

nounced in this bill and kept out of the country because he can not 
read is not defined in any statute so far as 1 know. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is not defined anywhere, I will say to the 
Senator. The duty of determining whether a person who 
to this country has come as a visitor or has come as an immigrant 
parade «valley y to the immigration officers who adininis- 

r these laws. 

Mr. MORGAN. The man comes; he lands in Philadelphia or 
Boston, and he is inquired of on 
he isan immigrant. He says, “ No; i 
he com TRE gh eee bighee reigenpmere og ol 

Mr. CHANDLER. Practically, the question is settled by exer- 
cising a stricter supervision over than 
cabin passengers. At the same time the 


do examine the lists of cabin ers and take all the pains 
they ean to apply the immigration laws to cabin passengers as 
well But necessarily the question 


part of the immigrant, and t) 
intention but the immigrant 
another man’s mind or heart and find 


except by what he says. When the 

inquired of whether he is an 

an immigrant.” He does not say he 

row. He does not say that to-morrow he 

in this ney and a his mind to ' 

- my Nese -_ : is the object of the Senator in 
6 i 8 
r. MORG . My difficulty—— 

ied ton 2 a in imapeabd nok aly tak immigrants, 

oO y upen 
passengers. The present $1 head tax, which we use to pay the 
aoe acer Uba wre laws, we coll : 
every passenger who comes by sea a foreign excep 
Adunlann otieas. : 


Mr. MORGAN. M in making the it 
tain whether ther in this bil whe a 
or in any law of the United States, a 


is oe. 
we enact, 

Satol whos an immi- 
use unless you make a 


entirely at the mercy of the man who comes here to say whether 
ner CHANDLER, ‘That may be defect of theexisting eyatem 
: : may bea 

but there is no way, if the Senator will allow to define it. 

any distinguished European citizen comes to 

not interrogate him as’to whether or not he intends to remain. 
Mr. MORGAN. If, as the Senatorfrom New Hampshire asserts, 

there is no way to make a definition on this subject, or to make a 
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he comes in that character, of course he is bound to say that the 
ear oe Ene Se Se Sees oe at Se ee If can not enforce 
the law against man's declarations, r the declarations 


ralizati 
[call the attention of the Senate to this subject because I believe 
islati going u line. e 
Sew fc te rl ar ng oe tic 
lease, to Ww 
yeplicable to the rig! + of naturalization, to make 
e right to file an application to become a citizen. 
provide that no man can become a citizen of the Uni 
naturalization unless he 


. Mr. President, I 
reported by the committee. If it 
it that it is leaky, we can apply the 


has very gk rovisions in it. 
readin: wri ; importan 


foreigners. The in charge told me that the ty of 
those of had been insane practically from infancy. 
They never had been competent to take care of themselves; they 
oe been helpless; and he explained the reasons, stating 
what ailed them 


of sl countries to provide for. Applying this test 
e 
urther inv tion will show how extensive it has been. 


immigran , 
eS We do not know how to do it. Nobody seems to 
be as to how it would work. ee ee 
simple; its ions can be executed; I think it will be very val- 
ot See ee as it comes from the committee. 
Mr, P . Mr. dent, I can not agree with my friend 
ew the amendmen 


guaranty that the t will go back, and all that. That 


Stripes shall have a 
to them of $10 head. Surely, Mr. President, it seems to me 
any immigrant by the right principle, who comes here 
the ves, because he is our institutions 
and desires to better his condition become a ci of this 


his first lesson in tizenship by being under the infiu- 
ence of a flying Old Glory at her officered by Amv 
citizens with a crew composed mostly of American citizens. 





financially, to American ships. The English line of steamers, 
which has been referred to by my friend from Minnesota, tise 
German line of steamers, the French line, the Italian line, sre all 
receiving large subsidies from their respective Governments, 
amounting to treble, aye, quadruple, that paid to American ships, 
and itis proper, I think, that this discrimination should be made in 
favor of our own vessels. Itisacrumb of comfort, andatthe same 
time it is giving eeeegenns te our American shipbuilders in 
leading them to hope that Congress wil! hereafter do more for them. 

There is another phase of this question that has not been pre- 
sented here. In the State of California we were flooded a few 
— ago by Chinese who came into that State and the other 

tes of the Pacific Coast. It was only after appealing to Con- 
= for many years that relief came to us and that class of serv- 

e labor was prevented, in a degree, from overrunning our State 
and taking the bread from our own people who were seeking. and 
are to-day seeking, employment. But we are Tarcstenedl and 
menaced by another evil almost as great. There is the Japanese 
nation—the Yankees of the West, you may call them. They are 

into the States of Oregon and California and they are 

their way East. Wages for skilled labor in Japan are 
one-tenth of the amount they are in this country, and for ordinary 
workmen perhaps an amount twenty times less than here is paid. 
Already the Japanese Government is offering a subsidy. I have 
the figures here with me. It is almost sepeilion to our American 
shipowners to think that the Japanese Government to-day is 
offering a subsidy of 25 cents on a minimum tonnage of 700 tons 
It is one quarter of a dollar of our money per ton for a 

thousand miles run at a minimum of 10 knots speed per hour; 
and there is an extra 10 per cent for each 500 tons of increased ton- 
nage over a thousand tons and up to 6,000 tons, and a speed sub- 
sidy increase of 20 cent for each knot over 10 knots additional 
up to 17 knots. I do not want to weary the Senate by giving 

e data in relation to what they are doing to encourage their 
ships which are bringing emigrants from that country, who are 
eee into this country, tocompete with our people; but the 
subsidy on a ship of 5,000 tons register of foreign build making 15 
knots amounts in round numbers to $31,500 per voyage be- 
tween the ports on the Pacific Coast and Japan. 

Mr. FRYE. The round trip? 

Mr. PERKINS. The round trip, paying the expenses really of 
the ship for the round voyage between Japan and the Pacific 
Coast. Is it a tax upon immigrants to say that if they come in 
those ships subsidized by the Japanese Government they shall pay 

10 more than when they come in an American-built ship manned 
Americans? I can not agree with my friend from New Hamp- 
ire in the position he takes upon this question. 

Referring to the remarks of ap friend from Minnesota [ Mr. 
NELSON] on the great pr made by the Scandinavians of Den- 
mark, Norway, and Sweden in their successful navigation of the 
ocean, let me ask why it is. There are two reasons, but the prin- 
bo r= reason is because their wages are but 25 per cent of the sum 
which we are paying those who man our American ships. The 
Scandinavians are the best sailors in the world and they are among 
the best citizens we havein this country; but it is not the fault of 
foreigners that they do not come here and dominate our coast 
trade and take it from us and pay the small wages they are paying 
in those countries. 

Only a few days ago I read in one of the exchanges that English 
shipowners had placed some of their ships under the Norwegian 
flag. Why? Because the sailors’ associations of those countries 
were not so organized that they could command the wages that 
eee bythe English shipowners; and the reason why the num- 
ber of ships under the flag of Norway and Sweden to-day is increas- 
ing is simply because they operate their vessels cheaper than we 

te our vessels. 

But I will not weary the Senate. 
adopted. It ison the right lines. It is on the lines of progressive 
American shipping interests. It is on the lines of trne American- 

The immigrant is not worthy to come to this country and 
become an American citizen if he will not wait one week, aye, two 
weeks, to come in an American ship, and thereby save the $10 that 
ay friend from New Hampshire says is a head tax imposed upon 


[ hope theamendment will be 


Mr. HILL. Mr. President, in my humble opinion the pendin 
amendment is entirely in the wrong direction. There are sores 
grounds u which the amendment is defended. First, upon 
the ground that we need the revenue; second, upon the ground 
that it is desirable for the purpose of hindering and preventing 
immigration, and, third, upon the broad ground that it is neces- 
a or the purposes of protection. 
. President, it can not be successfully defended upon either 
d. In the first place, it will produce little or no revenue in 
act. It attempts simply to impose a sum ostensibly for revenue, 
but in fact for something else, and violates every just principle of 
legislation. If Senators want to increase the revenues of the 
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country bills can be introduced for that purpose, having for their 
direct and principal object the raising of revenue. If Senators 
desire to restrict immigration there are ample methods by which 
té doit. If they desire to prevent all immigration an amendment 
can be made to this bill for that purpose. 

Again, the amendment is defended upon the high ground—the 
high and lofty ground, if I may use that word—of protection. It 
is the principle of protection run mad that you are to seize hold 
of this subject of immigration, which should be treated upon 
higher and different grounds than that which would regulate the 
question of protection. You are to take hold of it and use it for 
the purpose of giving a monopoly to certain ships that sail across 
the Atlantic, and upon that ground you are to place substantially 
the entire immigration of the country. 

Mr. President, where does this lead? If weare to protect Amer- 
ican shipping by this discrimination, why limit it to the ten-dollar 
matter? Why not ae that there shall be no immigration at all, 
except by those who come over in American ships? That is the 
bold, that is the manly way of reaching the point desired to be 
reached. But itis eyes to take hold of the taxing power of 
the Government and do indirectly what they have not the courage 
to'do directly. 

Mr. President, where will this lead? Is itso necessary for the 
interests of this country to build up the passenger service and 
freight service of American ships that we must violate every just 
principle of legislation to do it? Have there not been enough 
steps in the wrong direction heretofore? What will we hear at 
the extraordinary session which yesterday seemed to be conceded 
by both sides of the Chamber would be convened? When the 
tariff bill comes before the Senate, if this principle shall be sus- 
tained and approved now, we will hear the argument advanced 
that certain rates of duties shall be placed upon articles, but that 
those duties shall be reduced if they come here in American bot- 
toms. That is the principle that will beinsisted upon. It will be 
claimed that you must an away all the taxing power of the Gov- 
ernment, which gives you a right to discriminate upon the duties 
that you shall provide; that if the goods come in American ships 
they shall pay only so much; and if they shall come in other 
ships they shall pay so much more—losing sight of the great and 
high purpose of the Government in the raising of revenue by the 
taxing powers of the Government. Unquestionably that will be 
resorted to when the tariff shall be again revised. It is the spirit 
of paternalism run mad. It is an effort on your part not to legis- 
late directly in a manly way, in a straightforward way, in the 
lines that you want. If you want more revenue, introduce your 
revenue bill. If you want to restrict immigration, restrict it in 
some proper and legitimate way. If you want to protect Amer- 
ican industries, it must be done in some other way than by using 
the taxing power of the Government to build up monopolies. 

Mr. President, upon every sort of ground it is a bad princi- 
ple which is invoked here, and the amendment ought not to be 
atiopted. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. Mr. President, lam very glad that the Sen- 
ator from California [Mr. PERKINS] and others who advocate the 
pending amendment have abandoned the notion that it is in 
the slightest degree restrictive of immigration or intended in the 
slightest degree to affect favorably the immigration to this coun- 
try. The open pu of the amendment is to further subsidize 
certain steamship lines. Wehave had a good deal of experience 
in the Senate with these American lines of steamers. e pay 
to-day $14,400 for every trip the ships make from New York to 
Seuthampton. We pay them $4 for every sea mile they travel as 
a bonus for ing the American flag upon a line which has two 
ships, and two ies only, which were bnilt in thiscountry. Not 
only that, Mr. President, but when the bill allowed them $4 a 


_ tmaile they contended successfully that a mile meant a land mile 


and not a sea mile, and soa few thousand dollars a trip was added 
to that subsidy. In the last half of the last session of Congress 
we passed a law which provided that nobody could ship an express 
package of a small size, of certain dimensions, unless he shipped 
lé Ef an American line of steamers. 
at much we are doing for the line, and now we are asked to 
legislate as to the steamers which, so far as the Atlantic trade is 
concerned, sail practically only from Southampton that every 
immigrant must come by thai line or pay a penalty of $10. It 
will defeat its purpose, Mr. President. It will defeat the purpose 
of the makers of theamendment. Theeffect of it must be of course 
that the other lines will have to carry their passengers for $10 less 
than an American line will carry theirs for, and the American line 
will receive the benefit of $10 upon each passenger. 
If that were the only effect we could bear it with equanimity. 
But it is going to have a more far-reaching effect. It means that 
5t. Lawrence River will be filled with steamers bringing 
immigrants to the United States. It means on the other side of 
the ocean that the lines to Vancouver of the Canadian Pacitic will 
bring the immigrants and land them at Vancouver. Wherever 
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an immi t comes by land to this country he is exempted from 
the ares of sage gh i us 
en, further, look at hardship that posed upon 
immigrant. Among the Sat Sn 1) ae ee we 
t from France, immigrants from Norway, and elsewhere. 
hose people have got to come to Southampton 
steamer, andl thay have qe 0s 550 Sle ae 
they must pay or else they must forfeit the sum of $10, 
neither restricts immigration nor affects it in any way é 
impose an additional and unjust burden and hardship upon the 
immigrants to this country, whom we welcome under the condi- 
tions prescribed in the pending bill. 


Mr. LODGE. Certainly. 
Mr.MORGAN. Ioffer the amendment which I send to the desk, 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the amend- 
ment will be read by the 


ee nn Add the following tothe amendment already 
0 : , 


complicates 
which ought to be kept entirely apart from the question of immi- 
gration. 

A great many Senators who are in favor of the pending bill as 
it stands would be and bins ie ay 
to the introduction into it of Ww bring tally dif- 
ferent principles of legislation upun which vided. As 
it now stands it is not in any sense a party If we add to 
itan amendment prohibiti i 
carry it into the region of m 

It will be seen from the character of the free-ship amendment, 
offered by the Senator from Alabama, just where it would lead us, 
Speaking as the chairman of the committee in charge of the bill, 
I should regret very much to see the er ene very 
paiwe rtance, complicated by other and extraneous questions, 

owever much the propositions of the original amendment com- 
mend themselves to me on independent grounds, I think it is the 
part of wisdom not to add this amendment to the bill, and I trust 
that it will not be done. 

Mr. SEWELL. 


phervinmedy og myer 


° their full 
country, to be saddled the odium cf to get money in 
this way. 


Mr.CHANDLER. I movethat the amendment and the amend- 


s S. Mr. President—— 
Mr. CHANDLER. Se ee ene 
Mr. ELKINS. In justice tothe American Line, answering 
question asked by the Senator from New Jersey, I wish to 
state that I do not think any officer of that line or anybody inter- 
wane nee aan ut the introduction of this 
ment. I never disc the matter with any 
with the American Line, and I donot know the American 
Line favors the amendment or not. I state that for the informa- 
tion of the Senator from Colorado. 
aoe es I did not hear what the Senator stated. 


and no officer of the line and no one interested, so far as I 
knew qnyting about my introducing the amendment, I 
duced it lo as an original bill. _ Pee 
Mr. WOL . I certainly did not mean to 

this bill was being by the American 
the from West V: 


Mr. ELKINS. But the Senator is entirely wrong in saying that 












constitutions which admit men to this right of suf- 






spoken officer or or any person connected with or | frage, which is exclusively a State right, are all predicated upon 
interested in the American on the subject. an act.of Congress. The act of Congress defines—and it is only 
The from Colorado makes the point that Chinese and | that law which can define—the persons who have applied for 
Jepenenocenting tothe Uaited tists, oenen es, ee Van- a United States who declare their intention to 
couver. a Japanese wants to get to he would have | become So these constitutional declarations in the dif- 
a hard time to save $10 by out $50 to come by railroad | ferent States, and all of the e laws predicated upen those con- 
Denver. stitutional provisions, hinge and hang upon the provisions in our 





law that a man may file his declaration of his intention to become 

i on y or the day of his arriva! in the United 
States if he chooses to do so. Therefore, a man who has no 
interest in this country, who can withdraw at pleasure his appli- 
cation te become a naturalized citizen, or ignore it, can go to 
Alabama and can vote in the elections there equally with the 
native-born citizen. That inducement held out by the different 
States is working a very serious injury upon the whole popula- 
tion of the country. It is admitting unqualified and unprepared 
men into the exercise of that s @ about which we have so 
many complaints made at so many different times. 














from New entirely mistaken when he calls thisa| Now, lL to enlarge the time to five years, so that a man 
head tax. Any t coming into this country can avoid | can not declaration of intention to become a citizen of the 
this tax in American ship; and I conse’ that it | United States until after he has lived here five years continuously 
would help not onlythe American Line, but it would help Ameri- | and im good faith, leaving it to the law as it stands to regulate his 
can lines that might hereafter be established, and American ship- | other qualifications, as good conduct and devotion to our 
ping generally. institutions, and all of that, which I de not propose to change in 

American shi g needs all the aid it now enjoys and more te | the slightest degree. My proposition is a simple one, and a very 
sustain itself English distinct one, and it is only this: That the time for filing the decla- 





n. 

I doubt whether the American line can live even with the aid 
from the Government it now Seeees. It is a great question—one 
full of doubt. Where the United tates gives one dollar toward 
aiding American shipping, gives three times as much to 
encourage shippi L 
matter how it may Se will im time drive our be . 
ships off beth the Atlantic and the Pacific. oe we are in earnest in trying to improve the real 

I believe it to be the sense of this eeies en the judgment of | citizenship of the Umited States. which relates suv necessarily to 
the people of this country, particularly wage earners, that | participation in the political privileges of this country, | do not 
there should be some restriction which is substantial and not | see how we can avcid passing these additional sections to this bill. 
theoretical and sentimental upon immigrants coming here to | Leave the bill, if yc u please, standing where it is im respect of the 
compete with the American laborer. right of — ashore, the right of landing here, but when you 

I believe, again, that at all times and on all occasions and when- — ae ide for its effect — the su zag, upon participa- 
ee op a a cg ppm eg er my eH A in political powers and privileges of this country, let us 
ping. The Senator from New York is entirely mistaken im the | say that no State of the American Union shall admit that man 
statement that nobody wants the revenue may come from | to upon the declaration of his intention to become a citi- 
this I admit it is not.nor was it intended as a revenue | zen until he has been here five years and has established his charac- 
ter according to the requirements of what is a pretty severe and 
strict law, if it is honestly administered. 


ration of intention to become a citizen of the United States shall 
be extended to the period of five years, and that until that period 
has elapsed and has been ascertained by the judge at the time of 
the filing of the application his declaration of intention to become 
a citizen shall not be valid for amy purpose whatever. That is 
~e that is my proposition 



















he belonged Government in four ’ V ste , 

short years, even a few thousand would be a help when I put in the amendment, in addition to being abie to read the 

we face a deficiency for the current year of fifty millions, and of the United States, that he should be able to read 

which is still i the Ten Commandments; and as I stated before, it is in no spirit of 
Mr. renew my levity that I introduce what I consider to be very much the most 





. CHANDLER. motion. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Thequestion is on the motion of the 


important feature of education into this measure, for an educa- 
ee ee 
and the amendment to amendment. 


tion in the Christian basis of the American Government is some- 














thing which every man ought to have before he acquires at least 

_ The motion was to. the ts of citizenship by adoption of this Government. i need 
Mr. MORGAN. the amendment which I send to the | not upon that. Ionly want to disabuse any impression 
desk as sections to the bill. that possibly might arise im the minds of the Senate or the 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the | country that in the introduction of this feature of the case [ have 
will be anything else than the most serious intention of making every 

SecreTary. It is proposed to add as additional sections | man who comes to the test to acquire American citizenship show 

ba i of the Christan relie! a i: ae ae ~~ a 
—. That a subject or citizen of i igion as they are taught in the 
ment, shall A Beat unter the laws of tho Cited States rey Commandments. a he can read the Ten Commandments in 
when made, correctly own way, whether he pursues them or not, whether he obeys 

i ee I Se ee ee Seen Sak done og not, he is that far advanced toward real civilization, 

= eat me ipin the Untied States and nedec- | and until he is advanced one far aeeat —_ e*iligation he has 
intention me any or have | never made one step in march in that direction. The man 
ee oe ee eee ee io eeret | who has not taken that step, the man whose mind and conscience 
that such has, in ith, resided im the United States. continu- | do not recognize the supreme and divine authority of the Ten 
ously for the of five years prior to the date of ¢ Commandmentsas the basis of all jurisprudence and al law, has no 
Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I am amendment | right or qualification under the flag of the United States. That 





is not a religious test by any means. It is a test that goes to the 
constitution of en it is a test which relates to that organism 











which pervades all C om, and it is a test which no nation 

Union, including my right which | in this world and no people in this world would dispense with or 

they have of can afford to dispense with without invoking upon themselves the 
of admit men to vote who have come into the Uxited | destruction of the Almighty. 

States filed a declaration of their become citizens So, Mr. President, with due regard to these fundamental and 

of this .. The restriction that is put upon that by the | foundation tests in all of our legislation, the Christian Sabbath, 

different States is a in time of which is observed in this country from end to end and enforced 

may come here and the next day he may declare | by State laws and even by the laws of the United States Govern- 

his before a court to become a citizen of the United | ment, is one of the recognized institutions of every form of Chris- 

States and renounce his to all foreign and | tianity, whether Protestant or Catholic, but it is a regulation of 

Thereupon, under the law as it is now, I believe he is janity that thie nation could not and would not dispense 

required to reside here three years before he cam be admitted to | with. There are not a thousand votes, I suppose, in the United 





246 


States to-day that would strike from our Constitution and from 
our laws the distinct recognition of that divinely ordained day of 
rest. So what we may say about it makes no difference when we 
continually recognize in all of our social, domestic, political, na- 
tional. and State relations, and relations to the laws of our coun- 
try, the great underlying foundation of the Ten Commandments, 
for they all rest upon that. Let a man believe them as he will or 
practice them as he will, but let it be understood that he must 
know this before he can —— citizenship in this country. I 
believe, and I believe it firmly, that if every man who comes up 
and upon oath accepts citizenship and naturalization at the hands 
of our judicial officers were required to read the Ten Command- 
ments, though it might be the only time in a man’s life when he 
did read them, when it is associated with that act which chan 
his citizenship from one sovereign to another, that man’s mind 
will be impressed by the fundamental principles of that great 
code to such an extent that he at least will stand in a better light, 
a purer atmosphere in respect of the citizenship with which we 
are about to crown him; for, Mr. President, it is a crown of glory 
that we set upon the head of every man who comes to this coun- 
try from any monarchic region when we admit him to the great 
privileges, immunities, and responsibilities of American citizen- 
ship. The citizenship of Rome of which Paul boasted was as noth- 
ing compared with the citizenship that we put like a crown of 
glory upon the head of a man who comes here from a foreign 
country seeking refuge and hospitality on our shores and under 
our laws, and accepting upon his sworn a that great privi- 
lege of American citizenship. Let him quaiified, let him be 

repared, at least if it is an educational test, by proving that he 
a had that much education in addition to his knowledge of the 
fundamental law of our institutions. 

I therefore move the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. LODGE. Mr. President, I agree with the Senator from 
Alabama [{[Mr. Morgan] that citizenship in the United States is 
treated altogether too lightly under ourlaws. The naturalization 
laws need improvement and amendment, but I feel about this as 
{ did about the last amendment offered by the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. ELktns], that it is opening up a new and a beg 
large question which is not strictly within the scope of this bi 
The amendment deals with the naturalization laws and with 
admission to citizenship. This bill is intended to deal solely with 
the admission of immigrants. 

If I am not greatly mistaken, this bill as it stands has very 
nearly the unanimous support of the Senate. I do not want to 
encumber it with other questions or with amendments, however 
meritorious, which will open up new questions and divide the 
Senate on the great point of the restriction of immigration by the 
test proposed in this bill. It is for that reason that I feel obliged 
to oppose this amendment as I o the last. 

It is now nearly 4 o’clock, and I move to lay the amendment on 
the table. 

Mr. MORGAN. On that I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GORMAN. Will the Senator from Massachusetts with- 
draw his motion for a moment, that I may say a word? 

Mr. LODGE. Certainly. 

Mr. GORMAN, At the request of my a [Mr. Grpson], 
who was taken suddenly ill several days since, the question of the 
consideration of this bill was postponed, and an agreement was 
entered into to finally vote on the bill at 4 o'clock to-day without 
further debate. My colleague was exceedingly anxious to ic- 
ipate in this debate, and had some remarks prepared and some 
amendments to offer. He had hoped to be abié to reach here to- 
day, but was positively forbidden by his physician to leave his 
quarters. I do not want to ask any further postponement of the 
matter, nor does he, but I wish simply tc state that it is owing to 
his unfortunate indisposition at this time that he is unable to pre- 
sent his views and to offer such amendments as he desires. 

Mr. LODGE. I now renew the motion to lay the amendment 
on the table. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PALMER. May I ask that the amendment may be read? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Alabama will be stated. 

The Secretary again read the amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Massachusetts to lay upon the table the pending 
amendment, on which the yeas and nays have been demanded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
to call the roll. 

Mr. CARTER (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the junior Senator from Maryland [Mr. Gipson], and therefore 
withhold my vote. 

Mr.. COCKRELL (when his name was called). 
with the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLIson]. 

Mr. CULLOM (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. 


I am paired 
I am paired with 


| how he would vote, and therefore 
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Mr. GEAR (when his name was called). Iam 
senior Senator from Georgia [Mr. Gorpon], and 
hold my vote. 

Mr. PERKINS (when his name was called). 
the Senator from North Dakota [Mr. Roaca]. 
withhold my vote. 

Mr. SHOUP (when his name was called). I 
ir with the senior Senator from California ‘ 
. THURSTON (when hisname wascalled). I ha 
pair with the Senator from South Carolina i 
therefore withhold my vote. 

The roll call was concluded. 

Mr. BLANCHARD (after — voted in the affirmative). I 
have a pair with the Senator from North eee PRITCH- 
ARD]. He did not answer tohis name and is not in the Chamber. 


with the 
with- 


I am paired with 
In his absence, I 


m 


I therefore withdraw my vote. 
The result was announced—yeas 45, nays 16; as follows: 


Allen, 


meets 
White. 

So the amendment was laid on the table. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. : 

The bill was read the third time, ‘ 
an The question now is on the passage 

e bill. 
Mr. MILLS. Let us have the yeas and nays on that question. 
<n and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
Trou. 

Mr. BLANCHARD (when his name was called). Ihaveagen- 
eral with the Senator from North Carolina . PRITCHARD], 
and therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. COCKRELL (when his name was called). Iam paired 
with the senior Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLIson], and therefore 
beige bs Rg : 

Mr. CULLOM (when his name was called), I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. If he were 
present, I should vote “yea.” 

Mr. GEAR (when his name was called). I have a general pair 
with the senior Senator from Georgia . Gorpon). If he were 
present, I should vote ‘‘ yea.” 

Mr. McBRIDE (when his name was called). I have a general 
eee . GEO! I will 
wanes Cee Oe cee yoming [Mr. WARREN], 
and vote ‘‘ yea.” 

Mr. PER S (when his name was called). Sorel 

ir with the senior Senator from North Mr. cH]. 


Mr. BLANCHARD. I will consent to that. 
Mr. PERKINS. I vote “ " 
I vote “nay.” 


Mr. BLANCHARD. U: that 

Mr. SHOUP (when his name was ). fee 
pair with the senior Senator from California [Mr. Waite], 
therefore withhold my vote. ~ ° 

Mr. THURSTON (when his name was . Ihave ageneral 
pair with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TrxtMan]. If he 
were present, I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. WOLCOTT (when his name was called). I have a 
with the junior Senator from Ohio [Mr. Brick]. Iam not 

withhold my vote, If he were 


here, I should vote *‘ yea.” 
The roll call was concluded, 








Mr. CARTER. I havea pair with the junior Senator 
from Maryland [Mr. Grsson]. If he were present, he would vote 
“nay,” and I shoal vote “yea.” 

The result was —yeas 52, nays 10; as follows: 

YEAS—82. 
Allen, Clark, Kyle, Platt, 
ioher, Duvols, Metieide, Pugh, 
Besy Faulkner, Sows, 
ES oo 
> Oreg. 
, Nelson, Teller, 
> Peffer, Ww 
= £ ke. i 
Nays— 
Blackburn, Lindsay, Vilas. 
oa Mitchell, Wis Palmer” 
NOT VOTING—27. 
Allison, ete Jones: Nev Turpie, 
Brice, Gibson, oorhees, 
Sorter, Gordon, Roach, ‘arren, 
Cullom, Gray Squire, Wolestt 
Daniel, Irby,’ Thurston, 
So the bill was 


Mr. LODGE. I move that the Senate request a conference with 
bill and amendment. 


agreed to. 
By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. Lopae, 





. CHANDLER, and Mr. FAULKNER were appointed. 


ELEOTRIC-LIGHT SUBWAYS, 
Mr. GALLINGER. I submit a resolution for which I ask im- 
consideration. 


mediate 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator frors New Hampshire 
consent for the present consideration of a resolu- 


asks unanimous 
tion which will be read for inf 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That until Congress shall legislation for the construc- 
tion of municipal subways. oF s provide for the extension of under. 
—_e whe pay digas sy Commissioners of the District of 
aiere & city of Washington for the laying of any additional 


eas Smeets 


lighting 
The VICE-PRESIDEN™. Is there ob; 
See New Hampshire for 


resolution will go over. 


in the streets, an 


PUBLIC LANDS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask that the unfinished business may be 


laid before the Senate. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
nished tle. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 
Mr. CULLOM. I move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 


eration of executive business. 


eerie eee and the Senate proceeded to the con- 


sideration of executive business. After fifteen minutes 


executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 4 o'clock and 
80 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until Monday, Decem 


21, 1896, at 12 o’clock 


NOMINATIONS, 


Executive nominations received by the Senate December 17, 1896. 
PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 


Y> 


Adjutant-General’s Department. 


Lieut. Col. Merritt Barber, assistant adjutan 


1, Novem 


atant-general with the rank of colonel, 
pian: retired from active service, 


assistant 
1896, vice 





for free home- 

for actual and 

or that purpose. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. is before the Senate as in 
tee of the Whole. 


to be 


Maj. John Curtis Gilmore, assistant adjutant-general, to be 
assistant adjutant-general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, 
November 15, 1896, vice Barber, promoted. 

Quartermaster’s Department. 

Lieut. Col. William Burton Hughes [since deceased], deputy 
quartermaster-general, to be assistant quartermaster-general 
with the rank of colonel, August 21, 1896, vice Sawtelle, who va- 
cated on accepting appointment as Quartermaster-General. 

Lieut. Col. Augustus Gilman Robinson, deputy quartermaster- 

, to be assistant quartermaster-general with the rank of 
colonel, September 22, 1896, vice Hughes, deceased. 

Maj. John Vincent Furey, quartermaster, to be deputy quarter- 
master-general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, August 21, 
1896, vice Hughes, promoted. 

Maj. Lewis Cass Forsyth, quartermaster, to be deputy quarter- 
master-general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, September 
22, 1896, vice Robinson, promoted. 

Capt. Charles Alfred Booth, assistant quartermaster, to be quar- 
termaster with the rank of major, August 21, 1896, vice Furey, 






























































promoted. 
Capt. William Samuel Patten, assistant quartermaster, to be 
fon game with the rank of major, September 22, 1896, vice 
orsyth, promoted. 
Medical Department. 


Lieut. Col. Charles Ravenscroft Greenleaf, deputy surgeon-gen- 
eral, to be assistant surgeon-general with the rank of colonel, 
October 10, 1896, vice Town, retired from active service. 

Maj. William Henry Gardner, surgeon, to be deputy surgeon- 

eral with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, October 10, 1896, vice 
reenleaf, promoted. 

Capt. William Blackfcrd Davis, assistant surgeon, to be sur- 
geon with the rank of major, August 11, 1896, vice Worthington, 


Capt. William Winbourn Gray, assistant surgeon, to be surgeon 
with the rank of major, October 10, 1896, vice Gardner, promoted. 

Capt. Louis Brechemin, assistant surgeon, to be surgeon with 
the rank of major, November 9, 1896, vice Price, deceased. 

Capt. Louis Areatole La Garde, assistant surgeon, to be surgeon 
with the rank of major, November 13, 1896, vice Lauderdale, re- 
tired from active service. 


Cavalry arm. 


Maj. James Franklin Randlett, Ninth Cavalry, to be lieutenant- 
colonel, October 14, 1896, vice Bernard, Ninth Cavalry, retired 
from active service. 

Capt. Henry Jackson, Seventh Cavalry, to be major, August 27, 
1896, vice Keyes, T’:ir’ Cavalry, retired from active service. 

Capt. Albert Emiae*t \7oodson, Fifth Cavalry, to be major, Oc- 
tober 14, 1896, vice Randlett, Ninth Cavalry, promoted. 

First Lieut. Herbert Jermain Slocum, Seventh Cavalry, to be 
captain, August 26, 1896, vice De Rudio, Seventh Cavulry, retired 
from active service. 

First Lieut. William John Nicholson, adjutant, Seventh Cav- 
alry, to be captain, August 27, 1896, vice Jackson, Seventh Cavalry, 
promoted. 

First Lieut. Fred Waldron Foster, Fifth Cavalry, to be captain, 
October 14, 1896, vice Woodson, Fifth Cavalry, promoted. 

First Lieut. William Carey Brown, First Covelry. to be captain, 
a 6, 1896, vice Adams, First Cavalry, retired from active 
service. 

Second Lieut. William Thomas Littebrant, Tenth Cavalry, to 
be first lieutenant, August 26, 1896, vice Slocum, Seventh Cay- 


one promotes. 
ond Lieut. Matthew Calbraith Butler, jr., Fifth Cavalry, to 
be first lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Brewer, Seventh Cavalry, 
& ted adjutant. 

ond Lieut. Henry Anson Barber, First Cavalry, to be first 
lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Watkins, Ninth Cavalry, retired 
from active service. 

Second Lieut. Michael Mark McNamee, Third Cavalry, to be 
first lieutenant, September 9, 1896, vice Jackson, Ninth Cavalry, 
appointed quartermaster. 

nd Lieut. Richmond McAllister Schofield, Fourth Cavalry, 
to be first lieutenant, October 14, 1896, vice Foster, Fifth Cavalry, 
promoted. 

Second Lieut. Ralph Harrison, Second Cavalry, to be first licu- 
tenant, November 6, 1896, vice Brown, First Cavalry, promoted. 

Artillery arm. 

Liewt. Col. Alexander Cummings McWhorter Pennington, 
Fourth Artillery, to be colonel, October 29, 1896, vice Lodor, Sec- 
ond Artillery, retired from active service. 

Maj. Henry Cornelius Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery, to be lieu- 
tenant-colonel, October 29, 1896, vice Pennington, Fourth Artil- 


Oo 
: John Haskell Calef, Second Artillery, to be major, August 
27, 1896. vice Turnbuli, First Artillery, retired from active service. 











as c api 
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Capt. John Luke Tiernon, Third Artillery, to be major, Septem- 
ber 1, 1896, vice Eagan, Pirst Artillery, retired fromactiveservice. 

Capt. James Madison Lancaster, Third Artillery, to be major, 
October 29, 1896, vice Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery, promoted. 

First Lieut. Robert Harmon Patterson, First Artillery, to be 
captain, June 29, 1896, vice Shaw, First Artillery, retired from 
active service. 

First Lieut. Oliver Ellsworth Wood, Fifth Artillery, to be cap- 
tain, August. 27, 1896, vice Brincklé, Fifth Artillery, retired from 
active service. 

First Lieut. Edwin Styles Curtis, Second Artillery, fo be cap- 
tain, August 27, 1886, vice Calef, Second Aztillery, promoted. 

First Lieut. Edward Davis, Third Artillery, to be captain, Sep- 
teraber 1, 1896, vice Tiernon, Third Artillery, promoted. 

First Lieut. Joseph Mark Califf, Third Artillery, to be captain, 
October 29, 1896, vice Lancaster, Third Artillery, promoted. 

Second Lieut. William Lacy Kenly, Fourth Artillery, to be first 
lieutenant, June 29, 1896, vice Patterson, First Artillery, promoted. 

Second Lieut. William George Haan, Fifth Artillery, to be first 
lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Wood, Fifth Artillery, promoted. 


Second Lieut. Sidney Sanzade Jordan, Fifth Artillery, to be first ; 
lientenant, August 27, 1896, vice Curtis, Second Artudlery, pro- } 


moted. 

Second Lieut. Walter Augustus Bethel, Fourth Artillery, to be 
first lieutenant, September 1, 1896, viee Davis, Third Artillery, 
promoted. 

Second Lieut. Morris Keene Barroll, Artillery, to be first 
lieutenant, October 29, 1806, vice Califf, Phird Artillery, promoted. 


Infantry arm. : 


Maj. Joseph Theodore Haskell, Twenty-fourth Infantry, to be 
lieutenant-colonel, August 27, 1896, vice Bradford, Seventeenth 
Infantry, retired from active service. 

Capt. Henry Hollingsworth Humphreys, Fifteenth Infantry, to 
be major, July 13, 1806, vice Gageby, Twelfth Infamtry, deceased. 

Capt. Otis Wheeler Pollock, Twenty-third Infantry, to- be major, 
August 27, 1896, vice Haskell, Twenty-fourth Infantry, promoted. 

First Lieut. David Dawson Mitchell, adjutant, Fifteenth Infam- 
try, te be captain, July 13, 1896, vice Humphreys, Fifteenth Infan- 
try, promoted. 

First. Lieut. Alfred Bainbridge Johnson, Seventh Infantry, to 
be captain, August 27, 1896, vice Jamar, Fourteenth Infantry, 
dismissed, 

First Lieut. Charles Byrne, Sixth Infautry, to be captain, 
Angust 27, 1896, vice Townsend, Sixth Infantry, retired from 
active service. 

First Lieut. William Ralph Abercrombie, Second Infantry. to 
be captain, August 27, 1806, viee Sarson, Second Infantry, retired 
from active service. 

First Lieut. William Augustus Nichols, quartermaster n 
third Infantry, to be captain, August 27, 1896, vice Pollock, 
Tweuty-third Infantry, promoted. 

First. Lieut. Colville Penroe Terrett, adjutant, — Infantry, 
to be captain, August 27, 1896, vice en, Eig Infantry, 
retired from active service. 

First Lieut. Nat Poyntz Phister, First Infantry, to be captain, 
November 4, 1896, vice Pierce, First . 


Infantry i 
First Lieut. Alexis Rupert Paxton, Fifteenth Infantry, to be 


captain, November 7, 1496, vice Chapin, Fifteenth Infantry, re~| P 


tired from active service. 

First Lieut. Zerah Watkins Torrey, Sixth Infantry, to be cap- 
tain, November 19, 1896, vice Munson, 
from active service. 

second Lieut. Edwin Victor Bookmiller, Second Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant, July 10, 1896, vice Schenck, Ninth Infantry, 
wholly retired from the service. 

Second Lient. Alexander Ross. Piper. Second Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant, July 16, 1896, vice Smiley, Fifteenth Infantry, 
appointed adjutant. 

Second Lieut. Edward Thomas Winston, Fourteenth Infantry, 
te be first lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Williams, Nineteenth 
infantry, retired from active service. 

Second Lieut. Matt Ransom Peterson, Sixth Infantry, to be first 
ee August 27, 1896, vice Johnson, Seventh Infantry, pro- 
raoted. 


Second Lieut. Edwin Tuttle Cole, Eighth Infantry, to be first 
lieutenant, A it 27, 1896, vice Byrne, Sixth Infantry, promoted. 
Second Lieut. William Allen Phillips, Twenty-second Infantry, 
~ be first lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Abercrombie, Second 

nfiantry, 5 

Seeond Lieut. John Redger Meigs Taylor, Seventh Infantry, to 
be first lieutenant, Augusé 27, 1806, vice Edwards, Twenty-third 
Infantry, appointed quartermaster. 

Seeond Lieut. George William Kirkman, First Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Stafford, Eighth Infantry, 

i . quartermaster 


8 Lient. Francis Hdmond Lacey, jr., Tenth Infantry, to 


Infantry, retired | PTO™ 


be first lieutenant, November 4, 1896, vice Phister, First Infantry, 


Second Lieut. Sydney Amos Cloman, ee ae 
an November 7, 1896, viee Paxton, Infantry, 
promoted. 

Second Lieut. Charles Crawford, Tenth Infantry, to be first 
ae November 11, 1896, viee Brooke, ~ Infantry, 

ec ‘ 

Second Liewt. William Sidmey Graves, Seventh Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant, November 19, 1896, vice Torrey, Sixth 

promoted. 

| Medical Department—To beassistant rm the rank of first 
lieutenant. . 

neat ie Dutcher, of New York, October 26, 1896, vice Perley, 
_ promoted. 

' Leigh Austin Fuller, of New Jersey, October 26, 1896, vice 
‘Macauley, deceased. 


__ Franklin Middleton Kemp, of New York, October 26, 1896, vice 
Robinson, promoted. 


George Alfred Skinner, of Minnesota, October 26, 1896, vice 

| Fisher, deceased. 

ee Darnall, of New Jersey, October 26, 1896, vice Davis, 

' promoted. 

_ William Evans Richards, of Mississippi, October 26, 1896, vice 

' Gray, promoted. ig 
Louis Percy Smith, of the District of Columbia, November 9, 

1896, vice Brechemin, promoted. 


Morgan of Kansas, November 13, 1896, vice 
omoted., 


La Garde, pr 
To be post chaplain. 

Rev. Leslie Richard Groves, of New York, October 26, 1896, vice 

Simpson, retired from active service. 
Ordnance 

Capt. Valentine McNally, ordnance , to be ordnance 
shagnieieniar wills tha aiical major, Juue 6, to fill an origi- 
nal vacancy. 

Corps of Engineers—To be additional second lieutenants, 
1. Cadet Edwin Roy Stuart. : 
2. Cadet George Matthias Hoffman. 


11. Cadet Clarence Henry McNeil, 
12. Cadet Joseph Powell Tracy. 

14. Cadet Lloyd —— 

16. Cadet James W: Hinkley, jr. 
19. Cadet Percy Myers Kessler. 

23. Cadet Johnson Hagood. 

30. Cadet. Thomas Patterson. 


8. Cadet Eugene Postell Jervey, jr., viee Quay, Fifth Cavalry, 
romoted. 

. Cadet Le vice Fourth 
- vt ice Hart, eek Oevaker, 
0 ° 


15. Cadet Thomas Ferrers Howard, vice Lyman, Second Cay- 
alry, retired from active 


service.. 
17. Cadet George Williams Moses, vice Ryan, Third Cavalry, 


23, Cadet Charles Ezra Stodter, vice Perry, Ninth Cavalry, pro- 
moted. 


25. Cadet Alexander Macomb Miller, jr., vice Stockle, Tenth 
promoted. 


To be additional. second lieutenants, 


27. Cadet: Paul i 
28. Cadet Charles 
29. Cadet Charles 


t Drake. 
Saltzman, 


Pirie, 






















APPOINTMENTS IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 


George C. Parkell, of Ivania, to be a second assistant en- 
gineer in the oraene Chatter Bervice of the United States. 

John I. Bryan, of Kentucky, to be a second assistant engineer in 
the Revenue-Cutter Service af the United States. 

James D. Newton, of New York, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

Charles A. Wheeler, of Virginia, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

©. Gadsden Porcher, of Virginia, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

John B. Turner, of New York, to be a second assistant engineer 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

Frank G. Snyder, of New York, to be a sceond assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

Warwick J. Sedgwick, of New York, to be a second assistant 
engineer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

POSTMASTERS, 

John 8, Saunders, to be postmaster at Starkville, in the county 
of Oktibbeha and State of Mississippi. 

Johe T. Barnett, to be postmaster at Iuka, in the county of 
Tishomingo and State of Mississippi. 

John L. Brooks, to be postmaster at Georgetown, in the county 
Williamson and State of Texas. 


21, Cadet Lucian Stacy, vice Chase, Twentieth Infantry, pro- 
24. Cadet Haydon Young Grubbs, vice Lowe, Eighteenth In- 
96, Cadet Celwyn Emerson Hampton, vice Hagadom, Twenty- 
#4. ? Tupes, vice Jackson, Fifteenth Infantry, 
Pi Cadet George Henry Shelton, vice Lee, Eleventh Infantry, 
38, Cadet Isaac Newell, vice Hambright, Twenty-second Infan- 


% To be additional second lieutenants. 


: 








































©. Se oe HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
45. Cadet Francis Gurney Smith. [Since resigned.) ; somber 17. 1896 
= ur z THURSDAY, December 17, . 
47. Cadet Merch Bradt Stewart. The House met at 2 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
48. Cadet Frederick Worthington Lewis. Henry N. Coupen. 
50. Cadet Charles Ernest Russell. The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
51. Cadet Dennis Edward Nolan. proved. 
52. Cadet James Newell ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
53. Cadet William Arthur de. The SPEAKER. The previous question having been ordered on 
54. Cadet Dumean Norbert Hood. [Since resigned.] the passage of the Army apprupriation bill, the first question is 
55. Cadet Reynolds Johnston on agreeing tothe amendment reported from the Committee of the 
60. Cadet Harry Herbert The question being taken, the Speaker declared that the ayes 
62. ee ee Ae nee. seemed to have it. 
63. Cadet Houston Valle Evans. — Mr. LITTLE. I ask for a division. 
64. Cadet Arthur Raphael Kerwin. The House divided; and there were—ayes 90, noes 27. 
6. ee in ae. so ; 
Cadet Benjamin Minturn Hartshorne, Yr. hb ask for t and nays. 
69. Cadet Prank Crandall Bolles. iio yeeu Ghd unew welw-enieend, 
CONFIRMATIONS. ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Pending the roll call, 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled a joint resolution 
of the following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 209) to pay the officers and employees 
of the Senate and of Representatives their respective sal- 
a, — the month of. December, 1896, on the 18th day of said 
month. 


Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate December 17, 1896. 
ENVOY EXTRAORDINARY AND MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY. 
Macgrane Coxe, of New Y to be envoy extraordinary and 

minister plenipotentiary of the States to Guatemala and 


4 


SECRETARIES OF LEGATION. 
C. Max Manning, of to be secretary of the legation of 
United eaten ok Mensorio Liberia 
John Ridgely Carter, of Maryland, to be second secretary of 
the embassy of the United States at London, England. 
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSIONER. 
Charles A. , of Vermont, to be an Interstate 
Commissioner for term ending December 31, 1901. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
fy, LITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the amendment be read. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 
Fugees, line 16, after the word “diseases,” insert the following: “ Except at 
the y and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark.” 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 152, nays 80, not 
voting 123; as follows: 












YEAS—252. 
William H. Cooper, of Delaware, to be collector of customs for | Acheson, Curtis, N. Y. Henderson, Mercer, 
the district of Delaware, in the State of Adams, Dalzell, Henry,Conn. § Meredith, 
, W. FP. Danford, Henry, Ind. Miller, Kans. 
ASSISTANT COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. Andrews, Daniels, Hepburn, Miller, W. Va. 
Michael I. of New Jersey, to be assistant collector of | Arnold, R. Dayton, Hicks, Milnes, 
customs at Jersey City, N. J., im the district of New York. aoe oe Hopoine, Mie 
INDIAN AGENT. Babooe i Do ver, Howe, Moody, " 
James L. Cowan, of ee ny agent for the Indians | Barrett, Draper, | Helick” Soom. 
of the Warm Springs Agency, in Oregon. Beach, Bvene, Baling, Northway, 
oe PROMOTION IX THE MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE. Bishop Fenton, Hurley, Overstreet 
. A. Surg. Duncan A. Carmichael, of New York,to bea surgeon | B!ve. oe onkine, parker, 
in the Marine-Hospital Service of the United States. om etic, Ewkparih.  Pelkine 
APPOINTMENTS IN THE MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE. — Sy — Priliips, 
James A. N , of Maryland, to bea assistant sur- | Brown, Gillett, Mass. Lefever, Pesto,” 
geon in the Service of the Graff, Leighty, Powers, 
William J. S. of Pennsylvania, to be a sesistamt | Barvon’ Ohio 8 quit — 
surgeon in the of Burton, Ohio Qriswold, Long, Pugh, 
Marine- Service States. Calderhead, Grout, Lori or, uigEe, 
Joseph L. Hance, of New York, formerly commercial at 


° ¥. \ 
McCieiian, : Russell, Conn. 
Sartis iowa Hardy, McEwan, Shannon, 
Kans. . Sherman, 


Ph ae, mer 
ih peogbeen pe hi 
VEG Reeves a ea NEA EKG BT cA 


Simpkins, 
Snover, 
Southard, 


Stewart, N.J. 
Stewart, Wis. 
Stone, C. W. 


Tracey, 
Treloar, 
vi; 


Spalding, Stone, W.A. 
Sperry, Strong, 
Stahle, Tawney, 
Bteele, Thomas, 
Stephenson, 


Wilson, Ohio 
Wood, 


Ton Feat in 


Wadsworth, Woodman, 
Walker, Mass. Woomer, 
Tracewell, Warner, Wright. 
NAYS—80. 
Abbott, Cox, Kyle, 
Alen, Miss. 
Allen, Utah 


Pendleton, 

Culberson, Latimer, Price, 

Cummings, Lawson, Raney, 

De Armond, pore. Richardson, 
mny, Leste Sayers, 

Dinsmore, Little,’ Shafroth, 


Barney, Dockery, Maddox, Shuford, 
Bartholdt, Ellett, Marsh Smith, [il 


Bartlett, Ga. Erdman, McCulloch, Sorg, 
Bell, Colo. Fletcher, McDearmon, Sparkman, 
Bell, Tex. Hall, McLaurin, Spencer, 
arTy, Harrison, McRae, Stokes, 
Broderick, Hart, Meyer, Strait. 
Burrell, Howard, seas Strowd, N.C. 
Catchings, Hunter, al Sulloway, 
Clardy, Hutcheson, . Swanson, 
Cobb, Johnson, Cal. Sault, Talbert, 
Cockrell, Joy, Ogden, Tate, 
Connolly, Kiefer, Otey, Turner, Ga. 
Cooper, Tex. Kleberg, Owens, Wilson, 8.0 
NOT VOTING—123. 
Aitken, Easy, Leonard, Sauerhering, 
Aldrich, T. H. Ellis, Lewis, Scranton, 
Aldrich, 1. Fairchild, Linton, Settle, 
Anderson, —_ er, Livingston, Shaw, 
Apsley, erald, nell Skinner, 
Arnold, Pa. Pos! er, ire, Smith, Mich. 
Baker, Kans. Gambk, Mahon, Southwick, 
Parham, Goodwyn, Martin, Stallings, » 
Bartlett, N. Y. Grosvenor, McCall, Strode, Nebr. 
Belknap, Hadley, J Sulzer, 
Bennett, Harmer, M Taft, 
Black, Ga. Harris, McCo: k. Tayler, 
Biack, N. Y. Hartman, Terry, 
Boatner, Hatch, Thorp, 
Brewster, Heiner, Pa. Towne, 
Hemenway, Mil Tucker, 
: Hendrick, i 
Chickering, Hermann, 
Clark, lowa Hill, 
Clarke, Ala. Hitt, 
Codding, Hooker, 
Coffin, Hubbard, 
Cook, Wis. Huff, 
Cooke, Dl. 
Cooper, Fla. 
Cooper, Wis. i 
Corliss, a 5 Wilson, Idaho 
Cowen, Rinake Wilson, N.Y. 
Crowley, Kerr, Woodard, 
Crump, > Yoakum. 
Dovener, i Russell, Ga. 
So the amendment was adopted. 
The following pairs were announced: 
Until further notice: 
. CORLIss with Mr. CowEn. 
. HEMENWAY with Mr. Rozpertson of Louisiana. 
. Smrra of Michigan with Mr. Tuckzr. 


. Stewart of New Jersey with Mr. CLARKE of Alabama. 
. Low with Mr. STALLINGS. 
. CHICKERING with Mr. Miner of New York. 
. Crump with Mr. TuRNER of Virginia. 
. KuLP with Mr. HENDRICK. 
. Heer of Pennsylvania with Mr. JonEs. 
. Watson of Indiana with Mr. FitzGERALD, 
. GROSVENOR with Mr. WHEELER. 
. Heh with Mr. KENDALL. 
For this day: 
Mr. REYBURN with Mr. Mosss. 
Mr. MILLIKEN with Mr, Money. 
Mr. GAMBLE with Mr. MaGuire. 
. HOOKER with Mr. LIVINGSTON. 
Mr. DovVENER with Mr. CROWLEY. 
. Coppine with Mr. Cooper of Florida. 
. AITKEN with Mr. BartLert of New York. 
- HARMER with Mr. McCreary of Kentucky. 
. MoCat. of Massachusetts with Mr. SHaw. 
. WANGER with Mr. SULZER. 
WILBER with Mr. Yoakum. 
. APSLEY with Mr. PaTTERSON. 
. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania with Mr. Russe. of Georgia. 
. BARHAM with Mr. WaSHINGTON. 
. BRLKNAP with Mr. Terry. 
. CooKkE of Illinois with Mr. WIr.IAMs. 
. Prrxrgy with Mr. Boatner. 
. Hapiey with Mr. McMILiin. 
The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 


On motion of Mr. HULL, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


ao su sport of the Mili 
Committee of ss Whole on the state of the Catan and 
ordered to be 


a, DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to reserve all points of 
oraer. 


The SPEAKER. All points of order are reserved. . 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


Mr. PERKINS, from the Committee on Printing, reported the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be printed 8,000 copies of the annual of the 
Secretary of Pet ere be ee ak ae eee 


The resolution was noe 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. I would call the attention of the gentie- 
man to this fact: itien ct in pusitaige ie ange Ralnaoeee ~~ 
say on the proposition t im ° it provi 
= only for the issue of bonds, but also for the issue of stock, and 
the two, that is tosay, the bonds and the stock so issued, were ‘used 
to raise enough money to construct the road on the new plan. 

Now, I wouldask the gentleman why he would charge it all to 
bonds instead of part to bonds and part to stock? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I think the gentleman from 
Te mrs is mistaken, and that the authorization was only for 
stoe 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ihave not the bill before me, but I am 
quite sure that in the authorization granted by Congress for the 
present system in use on that road both bonds and stock were 
authorized. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I am talking of the Metro- 

litan read. Its indebtedness, ee certificates, is all in 
Senda and I do not see why this additional expenditure should. 
not be paid for in bonds in the same manner as heretofore. 

Mr. STEELE. I would like to ask the gentleman a question: 
Whether it is not a fact that this company is now building use- 
Tess structures in this city, that they ~~ easily dispense with, in 
order to absorb part of the great profits of the corporation, so that 
the dividends may not appear ridiculously excessive? I would 
also ask if 1t is not a further fact that the extension asked for in 
this case is to keep some other road from getting through to this 
desirable point? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not think the road has earned any 
dividends at all. It -has just completed a very expensive new 
system—the best in the world, I think, the underground electric 
svstem—and I do not think that they have found it necessary to 
hide any dividends. In fact, my information is exactly the oppe- 
site. 

Mr. STEELE. Myinformation is that, right in the face of this 
construction of which the gentleman aks, the dividends have 
been excessive, beyond what ought to allowed in a great city 
like this. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Ithinklikely that the gentleman from Indiana 
is confusing two roads. His question doubtless refers to the 
Washington and Georgetown Railroad, not to the Metrepolitar 
line, to which this bill refers. 

Mr. STEELE. If understand that it is the same thing. 

Mr. BABCOCK. By no means. 

Mr. STEELE. [I understand that they are one and the same. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentieman is entirely mistaken. 
There is no sort of connection between them. at least such has 
always been my information and understanding. They are ex- 
actly competitors, as I understand it and as the ict Commit- 
tee understand it. 

Mr. STEELE. I donot so understand it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But if the gentleman from Indiana has 
any information upon ~ subject he ought to furnish it to the 
committee for its 

Mr. STEELE. lLhave am verbal information, which, however, 
I think is relieble. I have not personally examined the question. 

I did net understand that they were going to ask any further 

‘i ors this year, and supposed that they weredone. I have not, 
therefore, taken the -. te inform myself. 

Mr. RICHARDSO 
hearings and appearances before the committee these two lines 
seem. to be utterly at variance with each other. I ask the chair- 
man of the committee if this is not true? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And I have not seen any collusion or any 
evidence of collusion between them. 

Mr. STEELE. It weuld doubtless be surprising to find people 
interested in these District. charters and franchises coming before 
the District Committee and complaining of each other. People 
are not going before the committee, as a rule, te complain of the 
corporations of the District of Columbia. 

ir. BABCOCK. I will answer the as: to the road 
coming before Congress and asking for this additional legislation. 
That is a mistake. This is asked by the people of the city along 
the line of the proposed extension, unanimously asked by them; 
and the president of the read, as I have stated on the floor of the 
House before, told me that he did not care to have'the bill passed; 
that they did not want to construct that piece of road atall. It 
is up the hill at the end of Connecticut avenue, and every prop- 
erty holder there—and it is all settled—is interested in this 

extension, which extends for a distance of about 1,200 feet. 

Mr. STEELE. Is there any limitation upon the time when it 
shall be ted? 

Mr. BAB n. on sir; six months. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. . L understand 
that that is entirely true, so far as the extension is concerned; but 
I do not understand it to be accurate in regard to the issuin of 
the stock or the bonds, and,as I said before, as bonds were au‘ 


Staak. 1 emcee be Gir be Uect in ok tnt 


app 
stated. This stock goes only to a portion of the 
not te all; consequently, the stock issued at. 
which is only $50, and the stock selling ys 
I 


4 
HF 


SS Sapa oh ee 


E 
: 
g 
F 
f 


mM HULL. If the gentleman will yield 
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r. of New Hampshire. Absolutely. - 

Mr. HULL. Hf bonds are are issued they constitute only a fixed 

on the corporation until their revenues the bonds. 

Mr. BAKER of New Ham 
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and the form of indebtedness the company ees to —— 
RICHARDSON. 


Mr. 
Mr. ee Bat the capa ok reece which 
the Se oes of the 


Mr. ODELL. helene 7 scidaainieinaee 
how would an issue of stock be a charge upon eommunity? 
The rate of fare is fixed by law. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Iwas not diseussing that phase of the propo- 


sition. 
Mr. ODELL. That is the phage 
Oe ee 


very unbusinesslike 
holders 200 cents on the dollar if somebedy owed 
cents on the dollar. I will accept the amendment, Mr 


TheSPEAKER. The is onagreeing tothe amendment. 
Mr. BAKER of New Hapehive. T aa, >to ot 
from the desk. , 

The Clerk will report the amendment. 
ete cee ; Re 
in liea th root the word “banda eT eee Mrs 
the word “such,” strike owt “stock” and imsert “bonds.” 


ies taken on the amendment, the Speaker an- 
eases . 


third time; andit w 
Qn. motion of Mr. 
vote was laid on the table. 














counpenaien become satisfied that said rs 
are in all respects ap rey Soaenene taeee wae Caeapeety 
an oe That railway companies shall decide to said motive 
Power on or before rake t 1808 


ashington ; 

Mr. BABCOCK, Mr. 
this resolution, that the ting authority to put on com- 
prewed-air motors was passed by this House last June. <A con- 
order given for what are known as compressed-air 
in owned by the German Government, The contract 
was made for delivery, it being the only place where these bottles 
could be sa’ ily constructed in t time. Shortly after 
the contract was let the whole institution burned down, and it 
has been impossible to secure them in time for use. I believe 
they have now one car and one only, Both roads, after the pas- 
sage of the bill last year, went into the hands of receivers, in 
September. A hearing as to the sale under the creditors’ bill is 
set for the 9th day of January; and unless the extension is 
the court will decree the sale of the road, thus losing to the 
holders the full amount of their stock, which I believe is $250,000. 

Mr. HULICK. It is $250,000 on one road and $500,000 on the 
other. 

Mr. BABCOCK. That is right—$250,000 on one road and $500,- 
000 on the other. Mr. Schoepf, the receiver of the road, assures 
the committee that he has made arrangements for the money to 
take care of the indebtedness, providing for its equipment, if the 
extension of time is given, and thereby prevent the road bei 
sold oat by the sheriff These are the facts in connection with 


ing 
Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is m ion that this exten- 
sion ought not to be granted. I think this House has suffi- 
cient evidence to satisfy it that this company up to this time has 
treated with absclute contempt every requirement that Congress 
has made with reference to various eee required in the 
operation of this road. When the bill the provisions of which it 
is now proposed to extend was before the House we were assured 
that the contract had been made in this country for these mo- 
tors—— 

Mr. BABCOCK. That is true; they were. 

Mr. HEPBURN. When the facts are, as I am 


them; and the whole pretense was 


based upon misrepresentation. 
Mr. HULICK. Would the gentleman allow me a question? 
Mr. HEPBURN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HULICK. Have you investigated this fact as to whether 
any of these motors are being used now? If you have, and that 


is your conclusion, it is directly opposite to the testimony consid- 
evidence coueldiead oy the committee 


Soe and the con- 
usions arrived at upon evidence satisfactory to eight members 
of the committee. 
Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. , my authority is derived from a 
committee or association of citizens of the northeast of 
this city that have been into this matter; that have been 
with the all firm from which these motors, it 
was 


were to be een vee have been study- 


motors that has passed the exper- 
imental stage, nor is there any firm in the United States 

their manufacture; that there are one or two institutions 
experimenting with this kind of motor; but that the enterprise 
Oe ane nn ee eens. 

Mr. SAGE ill the gentleman allow me a word right 


Mr. HEPBURN. I would rather you should wait till I get 

h; but if you prefer to do so, say it now. 
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begun a friendly suit that put these two roads in the hands of a 
receiver. The two roads are substantially the same. The receiver 
is the general of both, and, as | am informed, the whole 
movement was with a view to securing this extension and to give 
an excuse for not complying with the act of Congress. 

If this is true—and my authority is the same that I have cited, 

tlemen who have investigated the matter, who are interested 
in it,and who are simply striving to compel this company to give 
them the facilities which the law requires them to give—I am 
satisfied that it ought to influence our action upon this bill. [f 
this House knew the contumacious manner in which these com- 
panies have treated every requirement of the law, I am sure that 
no member would feel that they were in a position to ask any 
more favors from Congress. For example, one of these companies 
was required to build a line-of road and operate it upon North 
Capitol street. That street had just been paved. The company 
tore up the pavement along a considerable portion of the street and 
put down its tracks, and then, instead of repaving the street with 
concrete or with asphaltum so as to correspond with the general 
pavement, it filled it in with cobblestones, while along another 
portion of the line the company has net yet put down any pave- 
ment. Furthermore, it refu to operate a portion of the road. 
The act of June last required operation, and this requirement has 
either been disregarded or the operation has been of an inefficient 
and unsatisfactory character. 

The people came here demanding that this corporation should 
be compe to comply with the conditions of its grant, and, after 
great trouble, it did puton a line of cars which ran at long inter- 
vals, twenty minutes or half an hour apart, and that only duringa 
portion of the day, until 8 o’clock inthe evening. The Commission- 
ers attempted to compel the company to reform its schedule, but 
they have not yet been able to secure service on that road at all 
commensurate with the demands of the thickly settled portion of 
the city through which it runs. Lam informed that itis the belief 
of persons who have investigated this subject that the majority 
stockholders, those who have acquired by purchase the control of 
a bare majority of the stock, are pursning that course which is 
known to many tlemen engaged in corporate operations as 


‘*freezing out” the balance of the stockholders, that these various 
delays, that these various suits, that putting the road into the 
hands of a receiver, are all parts of a scheme of those who hold a 


bare majority of the stock to freeze the minority out, and the 
whole course of the company indicates it. They pretend that the 
road is insolvent, yet this very manager, whom the gentleman 

Wisconsin quotes, has been heard to say, as I am informed, 

ing himself upon his management, that the road which now 
runs along C street, in this part of the city, was in the very first 
year of its operation a remunerative enterprise and was able to 
pay a dividend. 

Now, if these statements are not true—and I give them as they 
come to me from reputable gentlemen who are representing their 
associates in that part of the city, endeavoring to look after their 
rights and to compel this corporation to respect those rights—if 
these statements are not true, I say, some of the gentlemen of the 
committee who have heard the other side of the story can doubtless 
correct me. But I believe, Mr. Chairman, that the statements are 
true, and if they are I am sure that this House will not desire to 
extend any additional facilities to this corporation. 

Mr. HULICK. May I ask you another question before you take 
seat? You say that _ have received these representations 
parties ininterest. Now, what interest have they—as stock- 

holders, as bondholders, or as creditors? 

Mr. HEPBURN. No, sir; they are citizens of the northeastern 
portion of this city, which this corporation was chartered to serve, 
and who are ing under the failure to receive the service 
which it was pledged to give them and which Congress has suid it 


ve. 
Mr. HULICK. Then I understand that these complaints do not 
come from the minority stockholders or from the creditors of the 


company? 

Mr. HEPBURN. No, sir; I speak of no one and for noone but 
the citizens of that portion of the city, who almost universally, as 
I am told, feel that this railroad company is simply playing with 
their interests and their rights. 

Mr. HULICK. What is their specific complaint against this 
company so far as the rights of the citizens and of the patrons of 

are concerned? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I will try to tell you. They complain that 
along a part of the road there is an utter failure to give them any 
service at all. The company has laid its tracks in the streets, but 
refuses to operate the road. That is one complaint. Another is 
that the company refuses to give the citizeus the improved facili- 
ties for travel which Congress has declared it should give, and 
that it is striving from day to day and month to month and from 
year to year to extend its privileges by fallacious excuses, while 
showing an utter contempt for the requirements of the law, 
Those are some of the complaints. 
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Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I desire to answer a few of 
the propositions which the gentleman from Iowa has submitted. 
First, in reference to the air motors. There is a member of the 
committee here who resides in New York, where these air motors 
are in use, and who is familiar with their use. On one line in New 
York there are now six of these motors in operation. They are 
used on a cable road intermediately between the cable cars. The 
company has made a contract for 25 of them, 6 of which are now 
in operation. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Let me ask the gentleman whether the use of 
those motors has gone beyond the mere experimental stage. Are 
they not being experimented with, just as one of our street rail- 
road companies here experimented for months and months with 
the storage-battery cars? Gentlemen will remember when. those 
cars were nominally in use upon the Metropolitan Railroad for a 
year or so, yet it was a mere experimental use, and they were 
finally abandoned. 

Mr. BABCOCK. In New York a contract has been made for 
the entire equipment of the road with these motors, and they are 
being supplied as fast as the manufacturer can turn them out, so 
itis obvious that their use has gone beyond the experimental stage. 
In reference to the stockholders of this company, the gentleman has 
stated the facts as to the holding of the majority of the stock. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I have stated the facts as they were reported 
to me. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Well, the facts arg these: There are 10,000 
shares of stocks 5,008 shares are held by what is termed the com- 

yany—that is, the men who control the road; 4,997 shares are 
hel by outside interests in small holdings, less than 200 shares in 
each holding. 

Mr. HEPBURN. One question right there. Are not the 5,008 
shares held entirely by men who do not reside in the city of 
Washington? 

Mr. satan They are held by the controlling interest of 
the roa 

Mr. HEPBURN. The controlling interest in other cities. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Idonot know whether the holders reside here 
or not. But that has nothing to do with the ownership or the 
rights of the stockholders. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Well, it might have in this “‘ freezing-out” 

rocess. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Will the gentleman allow me to continue a 
few moments without interruption? 

Mr. HEPBURN. The gentleman will excuse me. 

Mr. BABCOCK. As I stated before, innocent holders hold 
nearly 5,000 shares of this stock—one-half of it within three shares. 
Now, would the gentleman advocate a policy which would compel 
the sale of this road? Does he favor a policy which would play 
into the hands of these foreign owners and sacrifice the interests 
of the people here in Washington who own one-half of the stock of 
the road lacking three shares? 

Mr. HEPBURN rose. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I trust the gentleman will not interrupt me 
at this moment. 

Now, the object of this bill, and what it will accomplish, is to 
protect these stockholders—to adopt such legislation that there 
may be a chance to go ahead and develop thisroad. We have here 
the same old story that we had with the Metropolitan road. In 
reference to that road the same arguments were brought forward 
that are brought forward here to-day. The Metropolitan Company 
acknowledged, as this company now acknowledges, ‘‘We are in 
default before Congress.” 

This road has not given the people the service they are entitled to. 
Numerous complaints have come to us on this ground. I can show 
the gentleman two busiel baskets full of petitions directly in the 
line of what he says. Now, the Sa Congress to do is the 
best thing that it is possible to do. hat is that? To sell out 
the road, to put it into the hands of these gentlemen residing out- 
side of Washington, to ‘‘ freeze out” thestockholders who are here 
in this city? By no means. We are assured, as I said before, 
that if the receiver can convince the court that the money is forth- 
coming to pay this indebtedness—if the ability can be shown to 
handle the finances of the road—the court will hold the matter 
open and give an opportunity for doing so. 

Now, these men ask for six months. “Why do they ask for six 
months?: Why do they ask for more than ninety days? Because 
the concern that had contracted to furnish 25 motors on this New 
York avenue line, of which 6 are now in operation, will require 
two or three months to finish that contract. They are people who 
are building these motors successfully, and those who will equip 
the first branch of this line, if it is done at all. 

{ fully sympathize with everything that the gentleman from 
Iowa has said in regard to the service of this ro: I have stood 
on this floor and in committee and for days and weeks and months 
have fought propositions for extensions and amendments of this 
company’s charter. 


It bill’ ne penn bey fem passed it tha’ 
In reference company was appears t 
this factory has been Durned,4o thet 3 Weail sale duer neve wet 
been in default in not carrying out what they undertook to do. 
Now, shall we give them six months more 
shall we allow the creditors to foreclose the road and let 
eiga stockholders take possession of it? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I can answer the 
would forfeit this charter if I had the 
the franchise to that portion of 
evinced a di tion and desire to conform to 


or any further extension of an 
have refused to obey any of 
them by Congress. Six months hence 
Sow making about GSMO SMGET oe 
now ing about the ing o . 
Mr. BABCOCK, No; this bill 


adequate service. Since the 


Mr. HEPBURN. I confess, Mr. Speaker, that I have not a par- 
ticle of confidence in any statement in the nature of an excuse 


t of these companies. 
A ; ill the gentleman allow me a moment? 
Mr. HEPBURN. I believe they are a. the 
purpose of selfishly furthering their own to detri- 
ment of the interests of the public. I have no idea that they 
intend to use the motors now spoken of. I believe it is their pur- 
pose ultimately, when they can no longer delay, to put in the 
underground electric system. But they are trying to postpone 
that expenditure till the latest possible moment. 

Let me remind the gentleman of some which would seem 
to indicate that this is the fact. Did not th’ ear So pe 
court that now has the custody of this 
to issue a new form of indebtedness the 
experimenting with these motors, and in that pré 
not seek for an order of the court to postpone in fa 
debt the lien of the bondholders who, up to this > 
nished the money for carrying on the operations of this 
not thit true? 

Mr. BABCOCK. I am not aware of the fact. 

Mr. HEPBURN. And did not the court very proper 
necessarily refuse assent to the proposition, and rebuke the - 
dence of those who asked to perpetrate an ou’ of that ki 

But these —_ think that they can 
Congress and control the court just as they — 
find advocates, it seems. I recognize the fact the 
from Wisconsin was most earnest in his opposition to 
company what he now seems to 
ago he 
and it was only greatest reluctance that he was 
suaded to allow that bill to pass. : 

Mr. BABCOCK. That is correct. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Now, after they have had the six months 
which _— asked and have made most dismal failure, I am as- 
tonished that he should come here advocating another six months, 
although no excuse of a ble character has yet been made 
for the default already incurred. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I desire, Mr. , to call the attention of 
my friend from Iowa to one in the pending bill that he 
has crete overlooked; that is, the mandatory section 3, which 
provides: not iin oes 

Sxc. 3. That if said railway companies shall on or before ; 
decide to adopt Spmnarennnicele motors, then railwa couples 
within one year from July 1, 1897, the ines 
epee 0 yeas | a y : equip respective the tite of 

We gave the M litan road two years to do it in. 

Mr. BURN. ell, will the gentleman consent to an addi- 
tional amendment, forfeiting all the ts of the corporation if 
they fail to comely with what you the mandatory 
ments of this act 


Mr. BABCOCK. Well, thatisa weiner) Bo epg 
Mr. HEPBURN. Whatisa saneaeey ceaeieinaid a com- 


pany like this? K. A penalty es aa ei 
r. BABCOCK. could be provided a day. 
Mr. BAKER of Now Heanekiee They would eure and 
could not it, if it was provided. 

Mr. BURN. Let there be a forfeiture, or some guarantee 
of good faith on their part. Ci 

Mr. BAKER of New Ey Mr. Speaker, as a further 
illustration of this matter, I ask the Clerk to read a part of the act 
of ao approved June 10 of that year, bearing upon this very 

uestion. 
‘ The Clerk read as follows: 
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he did not state to the House when the bill which this one ~- 
poses to amend was under consideration that this company had 
then made contracts for those new machines with which to oper- 
ate their road, and did he not make that statement im reply toa 
suggestion made by myself that no machines of that kind were 
manufactured in the United States? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There was some debate on the measure 
at that time, and it may be that I made some such remark, based 
upon the testimony before the committee at that time. 

Mr. HEPBURN. If the gentleman will allow me—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Inamoment. I do not remember thatlI 
spoke then on the proposition to manufacture bottles or tubes. J 

o not think I did; but we did have testimony before the com- 
mittee that an arrangement had been made that within thirty days 
they would operate some kind of compressed air motor car upon 
this line. That statement was made by a different gentleman 
than the one who has recently been before the committee with 
respect to these matters. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Very naturally. 

Mr. RICHARDSON (continuing). And the assurance then was 
that within thirty days a compressed-air car would be in opera- 
tion, An arrangement was made by the company to comply with 
the act of Congress passed in June with acompany in Germany— 
and I am informed the only company—that manufactures these 
bottles which hold the compressed air; and, as I was about to 
remark, three months’ time was given that company in the con- 
tract within which to manufacture these bottles. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Before the gentleman gets away from that 
I desire to ask him : 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Inamoment. Let mefinish this idea, and 
then I will yield to the gentieman. 

I do not know these things of my cwn personal knowledge; 
I only know from the testimony before the committee—they made 
the contract within forty-eight hours in their effort to comply with 
the act of Congress. It was made in June, and before the three 
months had expired. Near the close of the three months within 
which these wottles were to be — the manufactory, owned 
by the Gevernment of Germany, that had the contract to supply 
them was burned. It was some time before they learned why 
it vas the contract was not complied with within the three 
menmths. That is what I want to state with respect to the effort 
made by the company to secure the necessary supply. Whether 
it is true or not I do not know, but I believe it is. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Will the gentleman state what reason he has 
to believe in this second or revised statement in regard to the con- 
tract rather than he has to believe in the first that was made in 
June last or prior? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Why, if their testimony is to be believed, 
itis true. I believe they told the truth. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Ofcourse. But do you believe it? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ido. I believe it. They come and tell 
us that the reason why they have not complied with this act was 
because there was a fire that destroyed the manufactory. [am 
compelled to believe them. Now, they say they can go forward 
within this time, presuming it should be given them. I do not 
know whether they can; but the question is, What are you going 
to do if they should not? Do you propose to repeal the charter? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I would. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. What would become of the stockholders 
and those who have put their money into this road? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I would regrant the franchise to those who 
would show some disposition to obey the commands of Congress. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. They are not here seeking or asking such 
relief. The road would be sold for less than half what the stock- 
holders have paid for it. 

Mr. HEPBURN. There isnotroublein disposing of these valu- 
able franchises of these people to sound and solvent corporations, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not know about that. 

Mr. HEPBURN. But right here I want to ask the gentleman. 
He tells us he believes this story about the burning of the factory 
in Germany. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I believe it upon their statements. I 
believe the gentleman who testified about it is a reputable man, 
and entitled to full credit. 

Mr. HEPBURN. But was not it a reputable man in the same 
sense that told the gentleman last June that they had already com- 
pleted a contract with a firm in this country for twenty-five of 
these motors? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But the gentleman is making an assump- 
tion in that respect that I do not agree with him about. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Iam quiteconfident it was made. I think it 
was made by the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. RI N. Ido not think I spoke on the occasion he 
refers to about these bottles. 

Mr. MILNES. Will the centleman allow me to suggest 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not think I did. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I remember that I called the gentleman's 


which are very peculiar in their 
have not expert knowledge. The 
the representations made at that 


them were reputable gentlemen, the company comes 
gives this excuse for not having complied with the act 
I believe it is to the interest of the minority stockholders, 


well as to the interest of the majority, that this extension 
be given, and that this 


G street to the Treasury 

only a part of a system which 

land; and as toa i 

that it is aie anktt 

reports an “ i 

ine them they will find 

paying running expenses. 

receipts of any line of road y 

of the road, and when 

road you find that it has not 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I think 

repeal aes qe of the 

accomp object we 

would leave the ple along the line of 

utterly without street-car 

injure the i 


to ee the com 

such a penalty as com 

to provide - ae eae 

req uiremen act 

feited, I do not object. I neal 

case of failure on their part to 

the law, steps shall at onee be taken 

feit their charter. I think that about the best 

to grant the extension asked for with proper 
Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am instructed by the commit- 


The amendment was read, as follows: 
ieee ou the word “Provided,” in line 9, and all following it, in lines 10, 11, 
, aD 
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The amendment was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
grossment and third reading of the 


an amendment to the third section. 
BAKER 


Mr. of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, the second sec- 
—_oo as bad as that which has been struck. out. It reads 
as WS: 


That if said railway 
shall com 
before J 


That, again, leaves the entire discretion in this matter to the 
managers of the company. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman offer an 


uestion now is on the en- 
resolution 


shall 
leely ecuip their rexpeetive lines with such ere a 


a nana or 
ectly ridiculous now, Mr. 
the opi of the gentleman from Wisconsin 

the oners of the District of Columbia 

these motors are fit for use or not, fit to accommodate the 


who desire to travel this id the 

idisadoas today. Tht proper tat ieee 

this y shall do, not that the 
Here is o compeny. wld, te 


In 
but it 


for the House. 





















this corporation from its embarrassment and no injury will result 
to the interests of any man. 

I wish to emphasize what has been said by the gentleman from 

. And I will say I doubt the propriety of this jiouse 

accepting the testimony of the gentleman (Mr. HzpsurN; who 
has apecens this measure so earnestly, because, although he is 
doubtless sincere and represents what he honestly believes to be 
true, nevertheless his statement is not that character of testimon 
that we should receive upon a question of this kind—not that kin< 
of testimony which the committee is in the habit of receiving. 
Testimony received by the committee is of such character as to be 
accepted as true, unless evidence of like character shall come 
before the House so as to induce it to reverse the conclusion 
arrived at by the committee upon the facts before it. Now, the 
evidence before the committee, as suggested by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, was that after the passage of the act of June, 1896, 
this company immediately entered into a contract for the pur- 
chase of the bottles in which to compress the air as a motor; and 
the testimony is undisputed, except for the declaration of the gen- 
tleman from Iowa on the floor here to-day that the contract could 
not be carried out, for the reason that the bottles containing the 
compressed air to be placed upon these cars could not, at the time, 
be manufactured in this ney or anywhere else in the world. 
Hence it was practically impossible to carry out the contract. 

The law passed by Congress provided that these two railroad com- 
panies must within three months after the passage of that act 
— respective lines with improved motive power. What 
did this company do in compliance with that legislation? Assoon 
as it was within their power they found where some of these bottles 
could be purchased. It appears that before the destruction of the 
establishment in Germany a contract had been made by some par- 
ties in New York, and some of these bottles had been purchased 
by them. This company found out where those bottles were. It 
was discovered they were owned by parties in the city of New 
York. It appeared further, before our committee, that this spe- 
cies of motive power has been used in that city with success, and 
is being so to-day. We were advised this morning by parties 
who claim to know the facts that this motive power is now being 
used there on 3 miles of road, going out and returning—experi- 
mentally, I admit, but successfully nevertheless—and that con- 
tracts have been entered into there for the completion of cars to 
be provided with moors to be operated by this system of com- 





shall abdicate 
‘and in the Commissioners of the District of Columbia; and. 
that is a demand which I do not believe this House will grant. i 


The question was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore declared 
that the ayes seemed to haveit. __ 

Mr. BURN. I ask for a division. 

divided; and there were—ayes 15, noes 25. 

So the ous question was refused. 

Mr. BURN. Now, Mr. Speaker, I offer an amendment to 
section 3. 

The SPEAKER tempore. The amendment to section 2 
should be disposed of before an amendment to section 3 is received. 
The Chair understands the eee. from Iowa to say that his 
amendment is to section 3. question is on agreeing to the 
ae t of the gentleman from New Hampshire, strifin g out 
section 2. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Let it be understood that the 
motion is to strike out section 2 absolutely. The amendment 
pas by the gentleman from Iowa a , I understand, to 
section 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. So the Chair understands. The 

uestion is now on the motion of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire to strike out section 2. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, am Iin order for a few remarks? 

The SPEAKER _ tem . Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIS. , mecber, Tam spect to ae ont the 
clause referred to by the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 
——— for several reasons. It seenis that this House is very 
much because this company has failed on the subject 
of se _— mae, S = t the ees —— to a 2 

oun or company on that very subjec 
engi, Seite noteer she fortunes Ses Me 
here and indulges in a tirade against horses, 
which, historians have told us, have been the gauge and test of 
civilization from the beginning of the world. 

nc me alae cy apt ba, Avid the best it can. 
It asks a little additional time to out the provisions of a con- 
tract into which it has entered. In last Congress, or possibl 
“ — ee key ene have . ee _ were deal- 

tan . ae certain gen- 
tlemen present in Honse had been ed out, the road would 
/have been ruined. Yet that road to-day, I undertake to say, is the 
a of railroad in the world. 


7 That is true. 
a a What is the gentleman’s 
temen 
Mr. WILLIS. I say that the Metropolitan road is the best street 
relipoad: 1 taantepeate’ on. 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Who wasthere in this House 




























pressed air. 

Now, what is proposed here? This company say, and the testi- 
mony before the committee seemed to be satisfactory on that 
subject, that it will cost at least one-fourth less than any other 
system ree acto, cable, or other motive power--that has 

ied. Here, then, is a company in financial distress and 
embarrassment which, under the law, is seeking to adopt a motive 
power for the propulsion of its cars that is reasonable in cost and 
within the ibility of accomplishment with their present means. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt 
him for a question? 

Mr. HULICK. Certainly. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Is there any opposition, or was there any 
opposition, to this bill from any person in the world, so far as the 
committee is concerned or is aware? 

Mr. HULICK. I am very glad the gentleman has asked that 
question, that the members of the House may know there has not 
been a whisper of any sort to the committee of opposition against 
the adoption of this measure, except such as came here from gen- 
tlemen who are opposed to. the extension of time as provided by 
this bill. 

Mr. HEPBURN. If I may be permitted to suggest it, the 
absence of opposition before the committee may possibly be the 
result of the experience of gentlemen who have appeared before 
the committee and made opposition heretofore. Their remon- 
strances and objections have often been treated with no consid- 
































eration. 
Mr. HULICK. Ido not know the observation and experience 
of the gentleman from Iowa in those committees in which he has 


Let us not be preci subject; let us act with cool heads | the honor to be a member. But I wish to say to him that no such 
and with freedom judice. condition of affairs has ever prevailed in the District Committee, 
. HULICK. Mr, , this amendment should not be | but,on the contrary, the most respectful consideration and atten- 


tion has been given to all remonstrances or appeals of this charac- 
ter. AndlI say further, thatif there was anything of the kind 
before the committee, notwithstanding that this is reported favor- 
ably by the committee to the House, if there were any opposition 
to it based on the grounds that the gentleman has suggested, or 
for any good reason, I would myself either vote against the bill or 
would move to recommit it to the committee, and give a hearing °* 
toall interested parties on the points at issue. But nothing of the 
kind has been suggested since this bill was before us for consider- 


Now, what does the gentleman from Iowa say? What does he 
his opposition on? He says that the citizens along the line of 
this road are protesting against the extension of time. 
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strange fact that no word of such opposition was before the com- 
mittee. The gentleman says that the opponents of this bill are 
not stockholders nor bondholders nor creditors of the company, 
but that they—whom he does not tell us—come in and complain 
against the companies because they have not done what they pro- 
posed to do under the act of June, 1896, and have refused to do what 
they had authority to do under their charter. Now he says he 
would take the charter away from them altogether and give it to 
the minority stockholders. What nonsense! How impractical! 
Why, Mr. Speaker, the minority stockholders’ rights areas sacred, 
in the view of the Committee on the District of Columbia and of 
this House, as the rights of the majority; and we have endeavored 
to treat all exactly alike. We are not regarding the rights of 
either the majority or the minority stockholders, but the rights of 
all parties in interest and also of the atrons of theroad. Weare 
endeavoring to conserve the rights of the people—the interests of 
the public—that the gentleman proposes to speak for and claims to 
represent on the floor of the House, and looking to their interests, 
as well as to those of creditors and stockholders, we have presented 
this measure for your adoption. 

Another thing to which 1 wish to call attention: The bill pro- 
poses to give an opportunity for a trial of three months by the road 
of this new system. We have the further statement before the 
committee, and the assurance of gentlemen in whom we have per- 
fect confidence, that within thirty days they will put this motive 
oxtees into certain of their cars, and place them on the track and 

in at once to furnish to the “tage the service required. If the 
bill is adopted, then, we have the assurance of the company that 
they will within thirty days place this power on the tracks’and the 
experiment will be able to be satisfactorily tested. 

Mr. HEPBURN. If the gentleman will allow me, do I under- 
stand, or are we to infer from this last remark, that this unfortu- 
nate factory in Germany has been rebuilt? 

Mr. HULICK. Yes, sir; you can infer that. I can state that 
it is ready to supply orders for these bottles, which are on the mar- 
ket to all companies who are prepared to buy them. And this com- 
pany, being in the condition to which I have referred, will be able 
to procure the bottles and will not need to ask any further exten- 
sion of time, or at least, if they fail under this grant, will have no 
excuse for not fully testing this new propelling power. 

I say, then, Mr. Speaker, with the gentleman from Tennessee 

Mr. RicH#arpson], and I think it is the sentiment of all the mem- 
rs of the committee, that you may attach such penalties as you 
please for a failure to carry out the requirements of this act, but 
we have every reasonable businesslike assurance that if the bill 
is adopted the interests of the people will be snbserved—the bond- 
holders, the creditors, and the stockholders and the public interest 
at the same time will be subserved, and evenhanded justice will 
be done. Failure to adopt this measure will be rninous to many 
people whose interests are involved in this enterprise. 

Mr. TRACEY. If the roadis able to put in these motors within 

thirty days, and put the cars on the road for service, why the 


necessity for this extension of something like seven months? . I | 


understand the gentleman to say that it is proposed to have the 


motors placed in the cars and on the road for service within | 
thirty days. If that is true, why the necessity for this extension? | a d 


Mr. HULICK. I think gat the gentleman misunderstood 
my statement. Doubtless 1 was not fortunate in my expression. 
I did not intend to be understood by the gentleman. or by the 


House, that a will be ready to operate their cars in that time; 


but only that there would be a portion of them equipped and 
opera as an experiment; that within thirty days they will 
have this power on the track, and try to demonstrate its success; 
and if it is a success, then it will be feasible to have all their cars 

uipped in like manner. If it is not a success, and shall not be 
adopted, they pledge themselves to place such other power, elec- 
tric or otherwise, upon the road as will make it a success and be 
acceptable to the public and in harmony with the requirements 
of their company charters and the acts of Congress relating 
thereto. 

Mr. MEREDITH. They will only be able to get about twenty- 
five cars every three months, you know. 

Mr. HULICK. And another fact, su by my friend from 
Virginia [Mr. MerepirH]; it is a physical impossibility to get 
these cars more rapidly than perhaps twenty-five every three 
months, They must be constructed to suit this power. Now, 
the purchasing of the botties is a smal! matter compared with the 
construction of the cars, because of the time it takes to build 
them. But within six months the whole road, if this. is a suc- 
cess, will be fully equipped with this power to the satisfaction of 
everybody. ; 

Mr. BABCOCK. Now, Mr. Speaker——- 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask my colleague to yield to me for one 
moment, to correct a statement made by the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. Herrurn]. He asked me if I did not recollect some 
guaranty or promise made by some gentlemen interested in these 
roads when the bill was pending before Congress last spring. 


. 


| 
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Mr. HEPBURN. Youare mistaken. 
tions that I understood the gentleman 
RICHARDSON] to make with regard to the 

Mr. RIC DSON. I have turned to the 
at a — and ee 
and no such guaranty me. 
at all when the bill was ules 
right on that. 
eda trom tow tae (ir, Bakes), be 

eman ew y 7 
tain amendments Oe ane 1. the 
with the permission of the House, I 
which are suggested by the gentleman, and which I think remove 
his objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SHERMAN). Does the gentle- 
man withdraw his motion to strike out the section? 
spe BAKER of New Hampshire. I will withdraw it, Mr. 

aker. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The gentleman from Wisconsin 
i: Bascock] offers certain amendments, which he will send to 

e desk 


Mr. BABCOCK. I offer to amend by inserting, in line 8 of the 
bill, between the words “time” and “ *the * granted 
Also 


words 

by the act approved June 10, 1896,” and striking out all beginning 
with the word “‘ Provided,” in line 9, to the end of section 1. . 
amend section 2 so that it will read as follows: 

That if said -air motors shall said 
gcuetaty cacy Cao respec nas ws ak motores eof halo 

uly 1, | 

Amend section 8 as follows: 

That if said compressed air motive power shall not be adopted 


July 1, 1887, then said railway company shall, within one 


1 s equip the respective lines in the city of Washington 
ground electric system. 


This removes, I believe, all oo 
ag ggg . BABCOCK were agreed to. 
Mr. HEPBURN. Now, Mr. Speaker, there some 

ments which are proposed to come at the bottom 


The SPEAKER pro oer The gentleman 
HEPBURN | offers an amen t to section 3, 


The Clerk read as follows: 


wet hay te Poe! prone ne o—_ SS “ Provided, 
[ovale Seed, the acta <onupanies, and each of ‘thea, 
the Commissioners of the of Columbia the 

edad presided further, That 1: 9ie coughs thal 
their respective lines as provided by an act 
routes of said railway companies,’ etc., 10, 1896, in such - 
ner and on such schedules as the shall Re eee 
companies and each of them shall forfeit and pay to the - 
sioners the sum of $100 for each day of such failure.” 

Mr. HEPBURN. I understand that the committee are willing 
to those amendments. 
Mr. BABCOCK. The penalty, I think, is much too high—$500 

ay. 
Mr. HEPBURN. That was the sum you named. I took it 
from you. 


Mr. BABCOCK. Five hundred dollars a day? 
Mr: HEPBURN. Yes. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Was it not $500 a month that I named? 
Mr. HEPBURN. Oh, no. 


Mr. BABCOCK. I think $100 a day would be a sufficient 


a 
Mr. BURN. Well, let us make it $300aday. If they are 
acting in good faith it will do them no harm. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If we make the 
will enforce it. It would be better to make 
If it is unreasonable and extra 

Mr. HEPBURN. Then make it a hundred dollars a day. 
Mr. MAHON. I move to strike out ‘‘ one hundred” and 


Mr. HEPBURN. I hope that will not prevail. 
Mr. MAHON. I hope it will. 

eee ee © committee are willing to accept “ono 
Mr. MAHON. I do not care what the committee are willing to 
accept. The question is, What is right? 

The question being taken on the amendment to the amendment 
offered by Mr. Manon, the Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes seemed to have it. 


On a division (demanded by Mr. Heppurn) there were—ayes 


a3 


.18, noes 22. 


Accordingly the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The SPRARIE pro tempore = Rapendin,  eaghe ll is on the 
pro on en- 

grossment and third reading of the joint resolution. 











the accounting officer of the District at that time and was famil- 
iar with the facts. 


On the 2ist day of ber, 1871, Lloyd W. Emmart, Alexander Dunbar, 
The amendment was agreed to. ‘ and William Smith, do nn euny Cechetees esvare, eees & Cs., 
The resolution as amended was ordered engrossed for a eee ay atelvners ree Bae y Fathctg meet BY pee oo wa. 
\ . ; y, chief engineer of the Wash- 
third reading: and being engrossed, it was accordingly the and Edwin L. Stanton, acting governor of the District of 
third time, and to™ lay cast-iron water — stopcocks. and special castings, under 
On motion of Mr. BABCOCK, a motion to reconsider the vote | sn act of a 2 Lot fm Sletienct Cae ~ t. itt 
; approved by the governor 

by which the joint resolution was passed was laid on the table. | jay bs 

| Said 


acts provided for additional supply of Potomac water by means of the 
Washington Aqueduct to the cities o ashington and Georgetown, and 
authorized a loan for said purpose, by the laying of a new iron main & inches 
in , at the expense of the cities aforesaid, from the distributing res- 
ervoir above Georgetown to certain stated points in the said cities. 
contract three sections or divisions, namely: 
g from the distributing reservoir of the 


The extendin: 
The SPEAKER pro The gentleman from Wisconsin W ueduct to the west side of Feundry Branch; 
moves that the a oy into Committee of the Whole The West Washington division, extending from Rock Creek Bridge to the 
consideration of the bill S. 1265. west side of Fifteenth street; an ; 
orThe taken; and the motion was agreed to. The East W division, extending from the west side of Fifteenth 
= to the center of New Jersey avenue and L street NW. 
The material of the contract.and specifications pertinent to the claim 


in question are = set out: 
a are to be laid in such locations and upon such lines and grades 


the may : 
for the consideration of the bill which the Clerk will report a All the Siieaeaie, nibepucial eal siatadileecaatainielin aeetaadh 
The Clerk read as follows: the air SuUEEMEEES the custnatter ot tne seditoet Benes or ta 


such wharf or wharves in the cities of Georgetown and Washington as the 
engineer may elect. 

“The cost of handling after delivery and all other expenses of labor, ma- 
terials, tools, etc., incurred in ing, distributing, and laying of said pipes, 


A bill (S. 1265) for the relief of Emmart, Dunbar & Co. 


Be it enacted, That the sum of the amount found due Em- 
BA hn mye SB nee hy ee Fa 
said firm in connection 


hau 

with the la: of the #-imch water main under and other a mances shall be paid by the contractor. 
1, 1871, with said District, be,andthesame hereby | -"The contractor Sa Gs venpeaaike for any loss incurred or damage done 
ie, appropriated, of the revenues of the District of Columbia; and the to any pipes or appurtenances from the time of delivery until lnid and cov- 

of District are and directed to pay | ered. * 
the said sum of money to said firm in of said so “No pipes or shall be laid or used which are known or may 
due. be found to be owe ay a oe always be ey pen 
engineer or any su ective or imperfect material, and it sha 
Mr. B Chairman, I ae eres * | be set aside conspicuously marked with the letter D in white paint. If 
Merepita of V: who made the a on bill. any defective pipe or other casting shall be found to have been laid, it shall be 
Chairman, this bill affords an 


removed and replaced by a sound pipe cr casting without charge. * * * 
* When laid spigots shail be so adjusted in the sockets as 


space all around, and if an pe does not allow sufficient 
happen, as afriend suggests on my left. I that the govern- | space, it shall be replaced by one of proper dimensions, and the pipes shail 
ment is but it is y after a lo be separated such a distance between the end of the spigot and the shoulder 
This is a bill, sir, to out of Pe na of the socket as may be mired by the engineer. No claim shall be made 

years. > . iy nor aliowed for extra quan of lead or gasket. * * * 
to Emmart, Dunbar & Co. the “The width of lead required for the various sizes is as follows: 36-inch pipe, 


inches; 30-inch .2tinches; 12-inch pipe, 1¢ inches: 6 inch pipe, 1; inches. 
7 the ichnenn of teak will be abont S follows: For 30 and a inch pipes, 
from one-half to nine-sixteenths of an inch; for pipes 12 inches in diameter 
and under, from six-sixteenths to seven-sixteenths of aninch. * * * 

“ Before ae oe lead the joints shall be carefully wiped out to make 
them clean and dry. The joints shall be run fall at one pouring, and the 
mel _ shallalways be kept within 20feet of the joint about to be poured. 
The shall be faithfully calked, by competent mechanics, in such man- 
ner as to secure tight joints without overstraining the iron of the sockets. 
ko ad — shall oo toward the ~ of the orn and ater points 
where the may porous, so as to drive it together at these pvints. 

é : for twenty-five years | Te lead, after being driven, shall be flush with the face of the socket. * * * 
without interest, ought to be paid, and that the District Commis-| “Every open end of a pipe shall be plugged or otherwise closed before leav- 


sioners should have ee nn ne Tr sre cata : 2 : : : 


any will 

that this is an honest debt for work done by these gentlemen| Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. The gentleman is simply read- 
twenty-five years ago, and they have not been by reason of | ing the specifications. The question I desire to ask him is, Has 
the fact that the District Commissioners that there ought | this claim been investigated by prior Congresses? 
to be authority from Congress to pay them. have been kept| Mr. MEREDITH. This claim has been investigated not only 
out of their money that long, and they are here to-day for aoe Congresses, and reported on favorably, but it has already, 

i auditor at this session of Congress, passed the Senate upon the recom- 
District, without interest, to come ontof the District fundentirely, | mendation of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia. and 


the Government paying not one cent of it. We ought to accom- | this money comes out of the fund of the District entirely, the 


modate the Commissioners, and we to it this | Government paying not one cent. The auditor of the District, 
debt, which is honest and just and which has so stand- | who has charge of the financial matters of the District, has made 
gee : a thorough investigation, and he states in his report that is a 


of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman permit | just debt and that so many dollars are due to this company, nam- 
ing the sum specifi — 

“ . Certainly, sir. . STEWART of New Jersey. This debt, as I understand, 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Is this in excess of the con- | matured in 1871? 


‘tract for work done not included im the contract? How does the| Mr, MEREDITH. It matured in 1871. 

arise? Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Can the gentleman state any 

Mr. MEREDITH. This is a claim, asI understand it, forextra | good or sufficient reason why it has not been paid before this? 
work which was done under the old District government, before! Mr. MEREDITH. The only reason I can suggest is that this 
it was changed to the District Commissioners. They believed | government, as I understand, never pays anybedy but its em- 
that it required some authority from Congress to pay it, but rec- ea unless it is forced to do it by an act of Congress. In the 
ognized that it is honest and just. Their officer made | Fifty-third Congress I reported a bill to pay this debt, and it came 
a a cates every item, which they to have | up in the House and was knocked out upon a point of order be- 
this company. it is | cause it was —— to put it upon some appropriation bill. The 
due to this firm of Emmart, Dunbar & Co., and all they ask is | requirement of the bill then was that the Government shouid pay 
thority of to be | one-half of this amount, but now it is claimed that the District 
fund alone should pay it, so that not one cent of this money comes 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I the gentleman has | out of the constituents of the gentleman from New Hampshire 
i the | or of any other gentleman on this floor. The Commissioners 
having ents of theaffairs of this District believe this to be an 


“t 
‘ 
i 


Mr. MEREDITH. - honest claim and that it ought to have been paid yearsago. Gen- 
Mr. BAKER of New . But my purpose was to find | tlemen will remember that the form of government here was 
how originally arose. I ask the gentleman if it arose | changed some years ago, and that was the reason it was not paid 
outside of the contract? at the time. It was thought then, and the Commissioners think 


Mr. MEREDITH. If _ friend will permit me, I will read th> | now, that an act of Congress is required to give them authority to 
- do what is the honest thing to do—pay this debt. 
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that part of the gentieman’s remarks. What I wish to know is 
a this sum of twelve or fourteen or eighteen thousand dol- 
lars is for extra work, work outside of the contract. Upon what 
is it based? 

Mr. MEREDITH. If my friend will look at the report which I 
hold in my hand, in the report of Mr. Donovan, who was emplo ed 
by the District authorities to investigate the matter, he will find 
that every item that is here charged against the District is fixed 
and identified in that report, and that the Commissioners agree 
that the amount should be paid. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. But whatisit for? Is it for 
extra work or material? 

Mr. MEREDITH. If the gentleman will look on page 9 of the 
report he will get the information he desires. 

Mr. HULIC Here it is [reading]: 

For extra work done and materials furnished, $18,957.17. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Then it is for extra work 
and material. Now, was this such a claim that it could have 
been brought before the so-called ‘‘ Brodhead commission? ” 

Mr. MEREDITH. Ido not know that it was. Iam not pre- 
pared to answer that question, but what Ido know, and what I 
desire to impress upon this House, is that the Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia, whose duty it is to look after the inter- 
ests of this District and see to it that_no unjust claim is paid, 
have examined this matter, by their accounting officer and audi- 
tor, and have become satisfied that ev ery dollar charged in this 
claim is due and has been due since 1871, a period of twenty-five 
years, during which the interest on the claim, if interest had been 
charged, would have more than doubled the amount. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I will ask the gentleman if this bill is unan- 
sr Tepproses by the Commissioners of the District? 

EDITH. I believe that one of the Commissioners 
inet but a majority of them-are in favor of it, and I do not 
understand that the Commissioner who dissented believes that 
the claim ought not to have been paid. I ask my friends simpl 
to read the report in this case and they will be satisfied. I thin 
that my friend from Missouri, to be consistent, ought not to 
attempt to ms pose the passage of this bill now, for it seems to me 
that but for him these old people, who have been kept out of their 
money so long, would have had it years ago. I may be mistaken, 
but I think it was my friend from Missouri who knocked the bill 
out on a point of order in the last Congress; but I do maintain, 
Mr. Chairman, that this is an honest and just debt and that it 
ought to have been paid long ago, and ought to be paid now with- 
out further delay. 

Mr. TALBERT. Who pays this claim, if it is paid? 

Mr. MEREDITH. The taxpayers of your district, my friend, 
do not pay one cent of it. The treasury of the District of Colum- 
sc a 8 this claim. 

TALBE ERT. AndtheGovernment has nothing to do withit? 
ue MEREDITH. No, sir; not-at all. The Government does 
not pore Po te 

Mr. TA T. Then whyshould the Government say whether 
the claim shall be paid or not if it has no interest in it? 

Mr. MEREDIT I do not think that any man ought to say 
that this claim shall not be paid. 

Mr. TALBERT. Iam merely asking for information. 

‘Mr. MEREDITH. I am obliged to the gentleman. The Gov- 
ernment, I repeat, does not pay one cent of this clainn. All that 
the Commissioners ask is that Congress shall oe tiem authority 
to do what they believe is honest and right and just in this matter. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I suggest to the gentleman in charge of this 
bill that it ought to be amended in one particular. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Oh, we do not want it to go back to the 
Senate and be further delay ved. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Well, the auditor of the District recommended 
that this claim be paid from the water fund of the District, and 
the bill is not so drawn. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, this report shows that one of 
the Commissioners dissynted from the payment of this claim on 
the distinct ground that the contract did not warrant the con- 
tractors in making any claim for extra service or extra work,and 
I assume that there must have been some reason for the Commis- 
sioner taking that ground. Further on in the report made by Mr. 
Donovan, it is stated that ‘‘no claim shall be made nor allowed for 
extra quantity of lead or gas fitting,” yet I find that to be item 
No. 2 in the claim filed. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, this is a bill which has passed 
the Senate and been acted —_ fav orably by the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. This same measure has been before 
Con and before the House committee during the entire time 


that I have been a member. I think that on several occasions it 


has been reported favorably to the House, and I think that once— 
in the Fifty-third Congress—it was passed. The bill, as I under- 
stand, is for extras on 1 enlarged contract under the old city or- 
ganization here. The bill as originally rendered was for $60,000. 
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But we have de are 7 ‘thority here in the: city. 
They say that th due to this gen an old man 
who has haunted the. Capitol here for years in connection with 
this matter. We depend upon the made by the auditor 
and by the Commissioners. They-say a ae of Colum- 
bia justly owes this man this money, and to give 
them a ee pay it. That is the case oe a nutshell. 

Mr. COX ill the gentleman allow me a moment? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. Upon the eman’s statement of the facts, the 
Cees ave decided that this claim is a valid one. 

Mr. BABCOCK. A just one. 

. Mr. COX. Why, poy do not the Commissioners pay it? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Because they have no authority to do so, as 
the indebtedness arose under the old form of city government. 
The ems Commissioners can not pay the claim without author- 
ity from Con 

Mr. MER EDITH. The claim arose under the legislative form 
of government. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Yes; the contract was originally let under the 
old form of city government. 

Mr. COX. The contract was made under a former system of 
government, and now there is a different system? 

Mr. MEREDITH. Exactly. 

Mr. COX. And now the present officers of the city do not feel 
fully authorized to pay this claim because they do not represent 
that form of city government which was in Gpecation when the 
claim was created? 

Mr. BABCOCK. They have no authority at all to pay a claim 
of this kind without the action of Congress. 

Mr. COX. They do not feel that they ought to pay indebtedness 
which arose under the old system? 

Mr. BABCOCK. They have no authority to do so. 

Mr. COX. What is the amount of the claim? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Fourteen thousand two hundred dollars. 

Mr. COX. Now, tell me, what was it for? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Thegentlemanfrom Virginia og oy ogee 
me wae rt, and he can ee ee tleman t 

ITH. Every item ere in the report which I 
hold in my ae beak The — was sam laying water mains from the 
reservoir through the city. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. As I understand from the 
statement of the chairman of the committee [Mr. BaBcocx], the 
committee made no inquiry, and has no knowledge, as to 
the justice or injustice of this claim, but relies on the statements 
of the District auditor. 

Mr. BABCOCK. It was im ble for the District Committee 
to go into these matters item by item. The auditor appointed a 
man from his office for that special purpose, who spent several 
months upon the subject. He made a re a the scar rob = 
mitted the report to the et at mei 
have recommended the payment of the chair vesem- 
mendation on the report of the auditor. “Thats exactly. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Then the culation have not 
gone into the details of these items to ascertain whether they are 
just charges or no‘? 

Mr. BABCOCK. It would have been simply an impossibility 
for the committee to do so 

Mr. STEWART of Now Jer Then the result is this—that 
the committee and the have taken the statements 
of asd District auditor as true without any special examination 
on their own 

Mr. BABOOCK, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the bill to be 
laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

The question was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I have another matter here which will 
~ be pease in Committee of the Whole, and I would 

it up now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands thet the House went 
into Committee of the Whole for the consideration of this particu- 
lar bill. If that is so, no other matter would be in order. 

Mr. BABCOCK. 1 move, then, that the 

The motion was to. 


ttee according] 
sumed the chair, Mr. Pane reported that the Committee 
Whole on the state of the Union, having had under 
the bill (S. 1 1265) for the relief of Emmart, Dunbar & Co., had 
eee to report the same back with the recommendation 


The peed oy nen &, to the consideration of the bill just 
from of the Whole. 
e bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 
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On motion of Mr. BABCOCK, a motion to reconsider the last; The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the title of the bill 


vote was laid on the table. 
CLAIMS AGAINST THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. BABCOCK. Icall u the till (Hz. I 8798) 06 provide for 
the yment of certain claims against the District 0 Columb 
by drawback certificates. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
of the District of 
Bo 0 cnpated, cis. Test the ces tl een oO! 


and audit for settle- 
by reason of the 


or damage, or 
ves, stating the amount found to be due and on what 
k thereof; and such drawback certifi- 
r cent per annum from September 


1872, be received for arrears due the District of Columbia an 
un on June 30,1895. 
2c. 3. That auditor shall make a tabular statement of all claims pre- 


sented, the persons —— same, and the amount found to be due on 
it of purposes hereinbefore specified said auditor 
to subpeena wi administer examine 


rules, for the examination of the same 
auditor shall give notice for the presenta 
fied in such manner as he may necessary, and no claim shall be audited 
or allowed unleas presented within ey ee a the first publication of 
such notice; and said auditor shall make full report of all poe ate pee yee 
ceedings to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia. Said auditor 
- shall complete his work under this act within two years from its passage 
and be See Dee Sova ened: Sempeaentien. an tae Janene of the eiprene 
court of the District of Columbia may determine, to , together with 
the necessary costs, expenses for clerical and other services, stationery, books, 
ie Com- 


.advertising, and other incidentels under this act, on the order of 
missioners of the District of Columbia on the request, in writing, of the said 
auditor, out of the surplus revenues of said District. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on the District of 
Columbia was read, as follows: 

At the end of the bill add the following: 

“ Provided, That no claim shall be allowed, and no drawback certificate shall 
issue, upon such claim until the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
shall have first approved the same." 

Mr. MILNES rose. 3 

Mr. DOCKERY.. I make a point of order 

The SPEAKER. The 


gentleman will state his point. 

Mr. DOCKERY. My point is that the bill should first be con- 
sidered in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. For what reason? 

Mr. DOCKERY. For the reason that it creates a liability upon 
the Tre , and possibly a very large one. 

Mr. MIL It makes no appropriation. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The bill in express terms carries a liability to 
be paid from the revenues of the District of Columbia. 
va r. MILNES. There is no appropriation contemplated by the 

Mr. DOCKERY. If the object of the bill is not what I state, I 
am utterly at a loss to understand the English language. If the 


Chair will turn to page 3 of the bill he will find a provision 
authorizi ent out of the surplus revenues of the District. 
Mr. MI . Payments are to be made by drawback certifi- 


cates, which are to be receivable for taxes. 
tion in the bill. 
Mr. DOCKERY. Iask the attention of the Chair to the provi- 


There is no appropria- 


sion on page 8. in lines 20 to 25, inclusive. 

ThesS R, The Chair will hear the gentleman from Mich- 
igan u the point of order. 

Mr. . Mr. Speaker, I think the point of order is not 
well taken, for the reason that there is no appropriation contem- 
plated by the bill. 


The SPEAKER. It seems that there are certain expenses to be 
= 4 ig the revenues of the District of Columbia involved in 
) 


Mr. MILNES. That is true so far as the costs in the case are 
concerned 


The SPEAKER. It provides for costs? 
Mr. MILNES. For the cost of the clerk of the court, that the 
clerk shall a by the court, and provides for the costs 


necessarily in 

The . That is an expenditure. 

Mr. MILNES. That, of course, would be an expenditure. 

I will move that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of consid- 
ering the bill H. R. 8726. 

motion was to. 
The corti resolved itself into Committee of the 


House 
Whole House, Mr. Lacey in the chair. 





under consideration. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 8726) to provide for the ponent of certain claims against the 
District of Columbia by drawback certificates. 


Mr. MILNES. Mr. Chairman, there isa committee amendment 
which I think would be first in order. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Before a vote is taken we want some debate 
upon this measure. The bill has not been read. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has just been read in the House. 

Mr. DOCKERY. There is no disposition to make any point on 
that. I only wish time enough to get a copy of the report and see 
what liabilities are involved. 

Mr. MILNES. I will say to the gentleman from Missouri that 
I meovene to have the report read. 

- DOCKERY. That ought to be done before a vote is taken. 

Mr. MILNES. I ask for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. MILNEs) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. aay be eaew ee for the payment of certain claims against the District 


of Colum drawback certificates, beg leave to popes the same back to 
the House with an amendment to be added to the third section, as follows: 


, That no claim shall be allowed and no draw back certificate shall 
issue upon such claim until the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
shall have first approved the same.” 

And that as so amended the bill be passed. 

A bill of exactly the same purport as that pending in the House was intro- 
duced in the Senate during the present session of erase, and the — wrt of 
the District Committee of the Senate upon that bill is herewith appended and 
made a t of this youarts 

“The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill 
S. 3114) to provide for the payment of certain claims against the District of 

lumbia by drawback certificates, beg leave to report the same back to the 
Senate with a recommendation that it pass. 

“A great many years ago, by permission of the United State: authorities, 
the city of Washington constructed a market house on a portion of the pub- 
lie grounds at the intersection of Seventh street and New York avenue, then 
unimproved and unoccupied, and accordingly the city erected a large market, 
known as the Northern Liberty Market. 

“ By ordinanceof the city the rights and eet Bapes tothe stalls in this market 
were sold at public outcry to the highest bidder for a term of years—gener- 
ally five years each—the amount of the bid to be paid annually, and in addi- 
tion the city charged and received in advance an annual rent for each of said 
stalls and for all privileges granted in the market, and also a license for con- 
ducting any market business. The city in this way derived a large revenue 
from this market, and at different times added to the size of it by new con- 
structions. During the existence of the board of public works extensive 
improvements were inaugurated in the city,and the board determined to 
remove the market house. Accordingly, on the afternoon of September 3, 
1872, the board issued an order to their agent, Thomas M. Plowman, to remove 
the market house that night. 

“In obedience to these instructions, Plowman gathered about 200 laborers, 
and, marching to the market house about 7 o’clock in the evening, he pro- 
ceeded at once, with pickaxes, shovels, etc., to pull down and _ destroy the 
building. This was entirely without notice to the stall holders, and. to 
their utter surprise, they found on the following morning that the building 
had been torn down, the roof and stalls falling in upon their tools, imple- 
ments, and the provisions and supplies that they had provided for the next 
day’s market, and that the work had been done in sack a reckless, sudden, 
and violent manner as to destroy their property, ruin their business, and 
result in the death of two unoffending citizens. In order to make the work 
complete, the board of public works had succeeded in having all the judges 
beyond the District limits, or at least beyond reach of any of the parties in 
interest who might have applied for an injunction. 

“ Whatever may have been the justification in the eyes of the board of public 
works for this sudden and unexpected and heroic manner of removing this 
market, there is no question that just compensation should be made to those 
citizens whose property was thus sacrificed. Not only sh uld they receive 
compensation for the property scene destroyed or injured, but they should 
also receive repayment of any sums of money which they had, in accordance 
with law, paid for the rights and privileges of conducting their business in 
the market house to the extent of the unexpired term for which they had 
paid and of which they had beendeprived. These twomatters alone a: e cov- 
ered by the bill. At least one party had paid in August for his license to do 
business there for twelve months, while the building was destroyed within 
three weeks after the amount was paid. 

“In a letter upon this subject Governor Shepherd, who was at that time 
the head of the buard of public works, says: 

“*T take the liberty of saying that I sincerely hope the claims of these citi- 
zens will be adjusted and paid. 

“* The Northern Liberty Market was located at the junction of two of the 
leading avenues and three of the principal streets of the city. It stood imme- 
diately in the way of the extensive improvements that were proposed and 
were then in process of execution, and it became necessary, in order to save 
delay in the execution of these extensive public improvements and to avoid 
the long litigation which would have grown out of putting this matter into 
court, for the board of public works to take sudden and heroic measures for 
the removal of thismarket house. This was done by tearing down and remov- 
ing said building by a large force of laborers as the lesser of two evils, and in 
full view of the fact that it was better and less expensive to compensate the 
citizens who might suffer loss in this way rather than to delay the execution 
of the public work or to go into court for a long period of litigation 

“*T have always felt that, as the property and business of these stall holders 
_— necessarily sacrificed to the public good, they were entitled to compen- 
sation. . 

“The interest of 3.65 per cent allowed is exactly the amount allowed upon all 
Sa Seen and unliquidated, growing out of the extraordinary action 
of the of public works. The act of June 2), 1874 (U.S. Stat., vol. 18, pt. 
8, p. 116), establishing the board of audit to adjust various classes of claims 
forimprovements under the board of public works, provided that these should 
be sof the District of Columbia, bearing 3.65 per cent per annum, 

the act of June 16, 1880 (U.S. Stat., vol. 21, p. 284), referred a number of 
the claims which had not been finally adjudicated by the board of audit to 
the Court of Claims, and provided in section 6 that these claims should be 
in 3.65 per cent bonds of the District of Columbia, with a special proviso 
before the bonds were delivered for payment of the claims ‘coupons 
shall be detached therefrom from the date of said bonds to the date upon 
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which such claims were due and payable.” If parties simply having claims, 
Hquidated or unliquidated, against the District of Columbia for work done 
vy them were allowed interest, it seems to the committee that parties whose 
property was destroyed or injured and whose money was actually paid for 
certain privileges which they never enjoyed should not be treated with less 
consideration. 

‘* Some of these parties brought suit against Governor Shepherd for the 
recovery of damages, but he became insolvent and removed to Mexico, so 
that judgment was never obtained. Several filed claims before the board 
audit, but they were dismissed for want of jurisdiction. At the time th 
injury was suffered by these parties the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia held thet the District was not responsible for the actions of the 
board of public works. (See Barnes vs. The District, 1 MacArthur's Reports, 
$22.) On March 30, 1876, the United States Supreme Court reversed the above 
decision and held that the District was liable for the wrongdoing of the 
board of public works. (1 Otto,540.) But this decision came after the expira- 
tion of the time within which these parties might have sued under the statute 
of limitations, aud they have therefore been entirely without remedy. The 
Commissioners report that there has never been any tribunal to which these 
claims could be presented for this violent destruction of private property. 

* The bill makes no appropriation of fundsfrom the United States Treasury 
or from the District funds, but simply provides that these parties shall be 
issued drawback certificates which may be receivable for unpaid taxes. There 
are past-due penalties and taxes re to at least $1,500,000 due the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. some of which has been due since 1877, and, in the opinion 
of the committee, these just claims against the District can be liquidated in 
this manner without any material expense to the District, and probably with 
a benefit resulting from the settlement of some of these past-due taxes which 
will result in restoring property to the tax lists which will pay its share of 
public burdens in the future.” 


Mr. MILNES. Now, Mr. Chairman, I think the propriety of 
the passage of this bill and its merits are very fully set forth in 
the report which has just been read. ™ 

It appears that a good many years ago there was erected in the 
city of Washington, by the city, a large public market bujlding, 
and it was provided by an ordinance of the city that the stalls in 
the market should be rented—let tothe highest bidder—for a period 
of, usually, five years, and also that the city of Washington charged 
and collected a license for the privilege of doing business in that 
market. In 1872 it -became necessary, or it was so concluded by 
the parties then in power in the city, that this market should be 
torn down to make way for certain public improvements in process 
of construction. Governor Shepherd, who was thenat the head of 
the board of public works, as stated in the report, said that it was 
necessary to carry on the improvements contemplated that this 
market building should be torn down; and also that it would be 
cheaper to take a large force of men and tear it down at night than 
to go into the courts and have litigation over it; that the parties 
who were injured by the destruction of their property. in tearin 
down the structure, could be paid more cheaply by the city, an 
that it would cost less in time and money to do it in that way. 
Accordingly a large force of men, 200 or more in number, assem- 
bled after dark with pickaxes, shovels, crowbars, and other imple- 
ments of destruction, and gathered together at the public market 
without notice to the parties occupying the stalls m the market, 
and between that time and the next morning they demolished the 
building and destroyed practically everything that was contained 
inthe building. The destruction alsocansed the death of two men, 
as I understand, who were engaged in the market—two lives being 
sacrificed in the demolition of the building. 

Now, these men were occupying this aa by permission, or 
by contract with the authorities of the city of Washington. They 
had paid for the use of the stalls in the market; they had paid 
their licenses to the city of Washington for the privilege of con- 
ducting their business there; they had placed their market sup- 

lies in the market building, and the city authorities came and 
Soslinped the building, and the property in it, without giving 
them notice of any kind whatever. 

Suit was brought against Colonel Shepherd as head of the board 
cf public works. but he became a bankrupt and moved from the 
city of Washington to Mexico, and that suit was stopped, as noth- 
ing could be recovered from it. Suit was then brought in the 
courts of the city; but the courts ruled at that time that the city 
was not liable for the action of the board of public works. There- 
fore that suit was thrown out of court. Later the supreme court 
of the District of Columbia overruled the decision just mentioned, 
and held that the city of Washington was liable for the damages 
in tearing down the market building. 

But when that derision was made the time had expired within 
which they could bring suit in the courts. Therefore the parties 
who suffered by the destruction of that market, whose property 
was destroyed, have had no remedy against the city, and can have 
no remedy except by act of Congress. That is the reason why this 
bill has been brought here. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance of my tine, and 
should like to hear if there is any opposition. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to ask the gentleman if there is in 
fact an officer known as the auditor of the supreme court of the 
District of Colaumbia—if that is his correct title? 

Mr. MILNES. I suppose so. That is the recommendation of 
the District Commissioners, and I suppose there must be such an 
officer. 

Mr, DOCKERY. If this office exists, it is the first time the 
fact has been called to my attention. We have an auditor for the 
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District of Columbia, but I did not know until the fact—if it be a 
fact—was called to my attention by this bill, that there was such 
an officer as the auditor of the supreme court of the District. 

Mr. MILNES. As the District Commissioners recommended it, 
I take it for granted that that is the fact. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Now, in lines 18, 19, and 20 the bill proposes 
to compensate the auditor for the work authorized under this act, 
and the amount of the compensation is to be determined ¥ the 
judges of the supreme court of the District of Columbia. I sug- 
gest to the gentleman in ae the bill that we leave the ques- 
tion of his compensation for future, to be determined after the 
service is rendered. 

With the gentleman’s permission, I will offer an amendment to 
strike out, in lines 18, 19, and 20, the words: 

For his services ; 
the District of Gelceniin mat deoeaene > i ae Sovteee roth or wih. a 

So that it will leave the appropriation for the necessary expenses, 
= question of ecenpuaiaetiae the auditor to be determined 

r. : 

Mr. MILNES. I scarcely think any auditor would go on and 
do this work if no provision is made for expenses incurred, clerk 
hire, and so forth. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is left in the bill. It leaves all the 
necessary — for clerk hire, stationery, and so forth to be 
paid oat of the surplus revenues of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MILNES. do not understand the gentleman’s amend- 
ment, and I ask the Clerk to report it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On page 3, line 18, after the word “paid,” strike out the words “ for his 


services such compensation as the judges of the supreme court of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia may determine, to be paid, together with.” 


Mr. MILNES. What objection is there to the provision as itis? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Well, I would to leave the question of 
compensation for the auditor, who is a salaried ofhcer of the Dis- 
trict, an open question. I think it would be better for 
itself to determine the question of compensation after the service 
has been rendered. He is now receiving a salary from the 
District. His time is fully employed id for, and the ques- 
tion of compensation can very — be deborncined after the serv- 
ice is rendered. This amendment leaves the necessary revenue to 
provide for incidental clerical expenses and stationery. There is 
no trouble about it. 

Mr. MILNES. I have no objection to that. I will accept the 
amendment. 

The amendment offered by Mr. DocKERY was agreed to. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs on the amendment 
of the committee, which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 3 = = o 

Ee tr te eee, cuneate stat 
issue upon such claim, until the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
shall have first approved the same.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MILNES. [If there is nothing more to besaid 
I will move that the committee rise, and that the bill 
favorably. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The 
sumed the chair, Mr. Lacey, 

Whole House on the state of the Union, that that com- 
mittee had had under (H. R. 8726) to 
vide for the payment of certain et eee the of 
Columbia by drawback certificates, and directed him to report 
the same back to the House with sundry amendments and with 
the recommendation that as amended the bill do pass. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were to. ; 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was wet read the third time, and 5 

On motion of Mr. MILNES, a motion to reconsider last 
vote was laid on the table. 

EXTENSION OF NORTH CAPITOL STREET. 

On motion of Mr. BABCOCK, the House resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the 
c osideration of the bill (H. R. oe extend North Capitol 
street to the Soldiers’ Home, with: Mr, Lacgy in the chair. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., ret Oe eS Pa a reine 
directed to open and North Capitol street street to th 
iaier reby authorized and to accord: 


committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker ha re- 
Chairman of 


the Committee of the 


money in the eer not oth 

visions of this act, but the cost of 

Celwectan ised provided further, 
‘um bia: 

ately available. 
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28 ee after 
gpnroved harsh ins, etitod ‘An act to provide a permanent 
at th 


wave in Shes pores the District of Columbia lying outaide of cities." 
e@ en insert: 

Provided . That in lieu of condemnation ngs the Commis- 
pioners of the District of Columbia are authorized to acquise by purchase 
ropriation herein 


, out 
it conkers a ae om of $20,000 to Annie E. Barbour 


Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, asgentlemen on the floor 
will remember, this bill was considered at some length in May 
last, and, for want of time, further : tion was postponed 
until the present session. In the meantime the Commissioners of 
the District have meme considered the former legislation with 


t to the opening of North Capitol street, and have submitted 
to the Commi on the District of Columbia their conclusions, 


with recommendation as to future necessary legislation, in order 
that this street may be opened. I now present a substitute recom- 
mended by the Committee on the District of Columbia, indorsed 
by the Commissioners, and will be glad to have it read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
billto extend North Capitol stroet northward through the property of 
a _ Hiil oo to pay for land to be taken for such purpose, 
and for other purposes. = 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House ig et te te of the United States 
America in assembled, That issioners of the District of 
lumbia are hereby authorized and directed to with the cpeninges 
North Capitol street northward a> penperny of the Prospect Hill 
Cemetery, and to pay the ownersof the land necessary to be taken tor public 


the ap raisers appointed by the supreme court of the District of Columbia 
are 
trict of Columbia June 22, 1894, and udged by the court of oppeats 
e 
That the follows 
mbia for the p’ g, nhamety: 
and eighty dollars to pay the award of 
said appraisers, confirmed and adjudged as af 
Mr. BLUE. Now, Mr 
taining to the appropriation, commencing with— 
gener half out of the revenues of the District of Colum 
Mr. BABCOCK. I would say to the gentleman that that has 


use in the extension of said North Capitol street according to the report of 
6, 1804, to appraise the land necessary for the extension of said North 
Capitol street, as said report was grptirmed the supreme court of the Dis- 
of the District of Columbia March 4, 1905, so far as the sam: relates 
jand of said P: t Hill Cemetery. 
sum is hereby anpreenieted out of the revenues of the 
District of Colu ‘ollo’ el 
Fifty-one thousand six h 
Sze. 2. That all acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 
Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. I yield to the tleman from Kansas. 
Mr. BLUE. I move to strike out all that part of this bill per- 
That one half of the sums named, respectively, is hereby appropri- 
ated out of any money in the not otherwise 4 ia and the 
or arposes 
‘ollowing, namely, etc. - 
been amended by the committee. The appropriation is entirely 
from the District revenues and not from those of the General Gov- 


ernment. 

Mr. BLUE. Does the substitute read entirely from the funds 
of the District government? 

Mr. BAB K. Yes. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa, Will the gentleman state his objection? 
I did not hear it. 

Mr. BLUE. The gentleman from Wisconsin states that the sub- 
ae to meet ey ~~ + ial 


fit of the gentleman, ners t, 

accordance with the ic act, one-half of the a iation 
be taken from the fund and one-half from i 
fund. In consi i i 


the matter the committee it advis- 
able to make the whole amount of this appropriation ble to 
the District sores, and have so recommended in the su ute, 


e pertain more directly to general legislation without any 
question of diture or revenue; and it isout a to putin 
a bill oe oe committee, without any reference what- 
ever to the i on Appropriations, a sum of money. The 
item contained here is a considerable sum—— 

Mr. BABCOCK. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a 
question? ‘ 

Mr. BLUE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BA BCOCK. Will you be kind enough to state where your 


‘au or rule is for any such statement? 
Mr. BLUE. If the gentleman from Wisconsin had paid atten- 
gon he would not have asked that question. I said I was opposed 
Mr, Oh, indeed. 






















































Mr. BLUE. I mentioned no rule; and I say here now that I 
believe it is bad policy, and that the committee that has charge of 
appropriations for the District should have control ef the appro- 

i merally; and for that reason I insist on the amend- 
ment, and believe that this should go out of the bill. 


The CHAIRMAN. Will ihe gentleman from Kansas reduce 
his amendment to writing. 
Mr. BLUE. It be at the word “that,” and it strikes ous ail 


of the first section of the bill down to section 2. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out the following words: 

“ That the following sum is hereby apepeeteien out of the revenues of the 
District of Columbia for the purposes fol owing. namely, $51,686 to pay the 
award of said appraisers confirmed and adjudged as aforesaid.” 


The CHAIRMAN. 
bill or the substitute? 

Mr. BLUE. To the substitute. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I suppose that all members 
of the House understand that this would make the bill entirely 
inoperative. 1 have confidence enough in the gentleman from 
Kansas [Mr. BLUE] to know that had he known the conditions 
surrounding this legislation he would not attempt to strangle it 
in thi North Capitol street, the gentleman will under- 
stand, leads out from the Capitol until it reaches this cemetery, 
which has been before Congress and under consideration for many 
years. Congress passed an act providing for the condemnation of 
ground for a street through the cemetery. The court appointed 
ajury,and an award was made. This simply appropriates money 
out of the District fund to pay the award. The Commissioners 
say that unless this is done now this ground which it is pro- 
posed to make the street will be occupied by the cemetery com- 
pany for graves and lots, and will in the end cost a great many 
times this sum of money to put this street through, and it must 
necessarily go throngh. This being the fact, the committee has 
taken it up and reported this bill and acted upon it promptly. 
Now, gentlemen, the owners of this property say that they want 
this settled, and we can not occupy it as a street until itis. We 
have not been—— 

Mr. MILNES. Aretherenot twenty-eight burials already in the 
part of this cemetery proposed to be taken for the street? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Yes, sir; there are twenty-eight there now. 
Theonly reason why the Commissioners objected to this before was 
that the jury, under the instructions of the court, when they made 
their award, based the valuation on the value of the land as ceme- 
tery lots. They did not value the property by the acre, but valued 
it as. cemetery lots, and the court has since sustained that verdict. 
Now, this street can not be opened through the cemetery under 
the highway act, and if it is opened at all it must be opened under 
a special act of Congress, because it is provided in the charter of 
the cemetery that no street shall go through it. The parties in- 
terested have consented now, if this bill can be gotten through 
promptly, to t this settlement, which is at least 25 per cent 
cheaper than any basis of settlement that could probably ever be 
obtained again. For these reasons,I say that if the gentleman 
from Kansas were fully conversant with the facts and circum- 
stances of the case lam sure he would not endeavor to annoy 
these people and obstruct the interests of all concerned by still 
further a this settlement. 

Mr. BLU: In reply to that, Mr. Chairman, I have only to say 
that the arguments advanced by the gentleman from Wisconsin 
might apply toany other bill carrying an appropriation. I have 

no reason whatever why the appropriation carried by this 
bill should not go to the Appropriations Committee, like all other 
appropriations for the opening of streets. This is made an excep- 

j case, Outside of the general practice, as I understand it, but 
no reason is assigned why this particular appropriation should be 
controlled by the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BABCOCK. There is a good and sufficient reason. This 
is a local matter, local to the District, and therefore a matter on 
which the District Committee have the right of way, while it is 
outside the jurisdiction of the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BLUE. I do not so understand it. 

Mr. BABCOCK. The gentleman ought to read the rules of the 
House, then. 

Mr. BLUE. Ah, but you can not upon any proper policy frame 
@ bill in such shape as to take from the Appropriations Commit- 
tee the right to pass upon an appropriation like this. Now, I do 
not know —— about the value of the land in question, but 
from the ng of this report and from some things that I have 
heard, I believe that the appraisement in the first instance was 
excessive. This is a very large sum for such a piece of land; and 
the fact that this measure comes from the committee it does come 
from indicates that there is some exceptional reason why this 
appropriation should be under the supervision of that committee 
rather than under the committee which regulates appropriations 
generally. I submit that there has been no sufficient reason or 


Is that amendment offered to the original 
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excuse offered why this appropriation should not take the usual 
course. 
‘ Mr. BABCOCK. This is the naual course. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, the position of the gen- 
tleman from Kansas may possibly be tenable, but I believe that 
he commits an error in applying his ae to this particular 
bill. The fact remains, as he very well knows, that on every Dis- 
trict day there are passed through this House measures emanating 
from the District of Columbia Committee which carry appropria- 
tions of money. Now, let me remind the House that this is not 
new legislation. It is legislation which has been before Congress 
on three different occas ons. It is the reenactment of former leg- 
islation, emanating, I may add, on every occasion from the Dis- 
trict Committee, both in the Senate and in the House. I want to 
say further, for the gentleman’s information—although I need not, 
for I know he has read the report of the Commissioners—that the 
supreme court of the District has sustained the decision of the 
lower court, and that this legislation is absolutély necessary, owin 
to the peculiar conditions which exist, to the opening of North 
Capitol street. There is no possible hope of a lower award. In 
the opinion of the Commissioners, and I may say also in the opin- 
ion of the committee, delay in this matter will dangerous if it 
is desired to open the street at all, and I trust that every one will 
agree that the street should be opened, as ample evidence has been 
presented to show the necessity of opening the street. 

Mr. BLUE. Let measkthe gentlemanaquestion. Supposethis 
amendment prevails and the appropriation is stricken out, will not 
the bill then contain all the necessary legislation except the mere 
appropriation of money? 

r. CURTIS of Iowa. If it is conceded. as I think it will be, 
that should this bill go before the Appropriations Committee the 
committee must necessarily approve the amount recommended, 
for no other amotnt can be accepted, then there can be no advan- 
tage in adopting such an amendment, because it will only insure 
delay in the settlement of an important matter which has been 
under consideration during many sessions of Congress. I think 
that a re-reference of this subject at this time would be decidedly 
res : 

Mr. BLUE. The gentleman speaks of this legislation having 
been under consideration before. 

My. CURTIS of Iowa. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BLUE. Has'the question of the appropriation of money in 
this manner ever been submitted to the Appropriations Committee? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. The a Committee itself 
in 1895, in the absence of any legislation or recommendation ema- 
nating from the District Committee, recommended an appropria- 
tion to pay such an award as might be made to cover the value of 
the property taken, together with damages both to the cemetery 
property and to the estate of Anna E. Barber, and others, but the 
opinion of the supreme court, which the gentleman has undoubt- 
ehty read, rendered that legislation obsolete. 

Mr. BLUE. Then what is the object, except the mere matter 
of saving a few days, in declining to let this take the ordinary 
and usual course? 

Mr. BABCOCK. This is the usual course in such matters. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. I might reply to the question of the 
gentleman from Kansas by propounding one to him: What can pos- 
sibly be the objection to allowing this bill to go through as recom- 
mended by the committee? 

Mr. BLUE. The very objection that Lhave made to it—that 
upon your theory the Committee on the District of Columbia at 
any time when they deem they have sufficient excuse, on the 
ground of haste or anything else, may arrogate to themselves the 
complete appropriation of all money for the payment of damages 
in any case of condemnation in the District. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. The amount, if 1 understand the situa- 
tion correctly, can not be changed; and it ought not to be. This 
Tegislation has been strongly urged upon Congress since 1888. So 
far as the practical effect upon the property is concerned, the pro- 
ceedings already taken have operated in precisely the same way 
as if the street had been opened. There has been absolutely no 
sale for the property, nor can there be under present conditions. 

Mr. COX. How was the amount of damage to the proprietors 
of the land estimated? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. By a jury. 

Mr. COX. Who constituted that jury? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. For the information of the gentleman 
from Tennessee and others, I will read from the report of the 
committee. 

Mr. COX. Before the gentleman reads, will he answer my 
question, Who constituted that jury? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The jury was appointed by the court. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. I will read the names of the jury. 

Mr. COX. Was the jury appointed by the court? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. y the court. 

Mr. COX. Then, as I understand, a jury was appointed to es- 
timate the value of the property and to assess the esaaed 
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ee et ack ot 

; . An t to the court? 

: one ee ~—— . Yes, sir. “a 

, en the court a ved that finding of the jury? 

. CURTIS of Iowa. Yes, ae ' 

Mr. COX. Then, upon the recommendation of the court it is 
ee to appropriate this amount to pay the peepesy holders? 

r. CURTIS of Iowa. But the Commissioners objected to the 
award as made, and appealed to the supreme court of the District, 
which sustained the lower court. 

Mr. COX. Then you have a decision of the highest court on 
matters of this kind in the District affirming the amount of dam- 
ages to be paid to these parties? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KIEFER. That is exactly the situation. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I trust 1 may be allowed to make a single 
statement. This matter has for many years given a great deal of 
annoyance to all connected with the tion of the city 
government, as well as to the District Committee and the Appro- 
priations Committee. I remember myself visiting the cem 
as a member of the committee, in order that we t understan 
the situation and, if possible, reach some solution of the difficulty, 
there being a conflict between those who were laying out the road 
and the cemetery association. Now, I wish to ask my coll 

Mr. Curtis of lowa] whether this bill, if passed, will 
y the Germans who are interested in this cemetery as a solution 
of this long-disputed question? 

Mr. CORTIS of Iowa. It will. 

Mr. KIEFER. It will be absolutely satisfactory. 

Mr. HENDERSON. ThenI think we shall be wise to pass the 
meastre. 

Mr. TALBERT. Is this amount to be paid exclusively out of 
the funds of the District of Columbia? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Itis. The Commissiqners recommended 
that one-half only be ap i from the District funds, but 
the committee has recommended that the whole amount be so 
appropriated. I ask for a vote. 

. HULICK. Allow me to make a single statement. In the 
charter of this cemetery association there is a condition which 
prohibits absolutely the appropriation of any of their lands for 
eo streets. The act incorporating the Hill Ceme- 

ry contains this provision: 

That no streets, lanes, alleys, roads, or canals of any sort shall be opened 
through the 
be br . [haz “a said epee cautuntvely used and appro- 

That is the provision of the act of incorporation of 1860. Now, 
the act of 1893, which was passed sores in order to assist 
the Commissioners in app ting the land i 
would have been met, apart the other o 
the supreme court set aside the verdict of approptia 
provision which I have just read from the charter of the associa- 
tion. So that we are brought squarely to meet this question: Shall‘ 
we, by passing this bill, accept this y now for the amount 
which has been assessed by a a ted by the court 
for the purpose of estima’ the value of land appropriated, 
or shall we decline to accept this award, and thereby be forever 
ae from taking any steps whatever to condemn any portion 
of this cemetery porte meme es ey siucing cappibvapiatis 
of this corporation—leaving in such a position as to be able 
to say, “We are protected by our charter, which prohibits any 
appropriation, public or private, or in a way, ot wy 

e consent of the trustees?” At this ee ty 
afforded for this city to take this appropriation of the pay- 
ment of the amount of money contemplated by the which 
amount these people are satisfied to take as a consideration for the 
right of way through their property, notwithstanding the pro- 
vision of their charter. 

Mr. COX. They consent to this? \ 

Mr. HULICK. They do. But if this bill be not passed there 
will be no right or authority whatever to extend any street through 
that ae The streets will have to be deflected aromad it, 
and there will be no remedy for the city by appropriation or other- 


wise. 
vers CURTIS of Iowa. I ask for a vote on the pending amend- 
ment. : 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lacry). This bill was before the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on a former occasion, and at that time some 
amendments were considered. It is necessary now to 
the status of those amendments. 

— —_ entirely new bill, which has been substituted for the 
other bill. 

saa, fetal ce are 2 ac 
am ent; but the ; an 
bill some amendments were heretofore offered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from Iowa, when he took 
the floor, stated that he desired to have this bill substituted; and 
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it was read by common consent. Tho 


the formal request was 
I think, ¢ the substitute was to 
be considered as the pending measure. I believe the Chair did 
not submit the request to have it taken up; but we have pro- 
ceeded in that way practically by unanimous consent, and the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kansas was offered to the 
substitute. 

Mr. BABCOCK. The gentleman from Iowa offered the sub- 
stitute for consideration at this time. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair wiil state that the original bill 
was hefore the committee at a former session, and was partly acted 
upon, and consequently we must a of that and the amend- 
ments ding before we can reach the substitute. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, after consultation with some of 
the gentlemen on the Appropriations Committee, I will withdraw 
the amendment to the substitute. i 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then, Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous 
consent that the substitute which has been offered by the gentle- 
man from Iowa [Mr. Curtis] be taken up as the pending measure 
instead of the original bill. 

Mr. HEND N. That is right. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I hope it will be done. : 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The CHAIRM The Chair will state that this unanimous 
consent should also inelude giving to this bill the same number 
as the other, and if there be no objection that will be ordered. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Now I move that this bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

The motion was oo to. 

Mr. CURTIS of lowa. I move now, Mr. Chairman, that the 
committee rise and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Payne having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. Laczy reported t the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, having 
had under consideration the bill H. R. 6713, had directed him to 
report the same back with substitute for the original bill, and with 
a Tevorahia recommendation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is informed that the 
substitute is im the form of an amendment to the original bill, and 
the question will be on the amendment so offered in the nature of 
a substitute. 

The amendment in the form of a substitute was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was ete. read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BABCOCK, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. e 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. : 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a motion that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consideration of the legislative, 
executive, and judicial appropriation bill. 

Mr. GROUT. Iask the gentleman from Pennsylvania to yield 
to me for a moment, in order to submit a resolution providing for 


not made, it was understood, 


the printing of some testimony. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I will withdraw the motion temporarily for 
that purpose. 


INVESTIGATION OF SOLDIERS’ HOME, LEAVENWORTH, KANS. 


Mr. GROUT. I now offer the resolution I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
aaasateree linn Writes Segre oo hraterton 


Be it resolved, etc., That the committee to in 


the Soldiers’ 
Home at Leavenworth, Kans. 


and are hereby, authorized to procure the 


f the testimony taken by said commi , together with such ex- 
tion as said committee shall 


0 
{bits eood in said inves deem necessary. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the resolution? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. IfIam not mistaken, Mr. Speaker, that 
is in the form of a joint resolution. It is not usual to provide for 
the printin Congress of such matters by a joint resolution. 

oe . That is true; a I —e informed that under a 
recent law it was necessary when printing to an amount over 
$500 was ordered Tra hnve tyetrtelend Gnu tha Pubic Printer 


the probable e of the work. 
r, RI DSON. If the tleman will pardon me, the 
— law does not change the law in that respect, a law which 
been in force for many years—for thirty years at least. 
Neither House under that law can provide for prin to an 
amount exceeding $500 by a simple resolution. It must be by a 
concurrent resolu if itinvolves an expenditure exceeding that 


sum. But this is a joint resolution, which would require the sig- 


nature of the President. A concurrent resolution simply requires 
the concurrent action of the two Houses. 


If the gentleman will put his resolution in the form of a con- 
current resolution, the usual form, there will be no objection to 
it, as far as I am aware. 

Mr. PERKINS. I suggest that the resolution be modified as 


ee A — from Tennessee. 
‘ r.GROUT. Then I modify it and make it a concurrent reso- 
ution. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The resolution will be treated, | 
then, as a concurrent resolution, and the question is, Is there objec- 
tion to its present consideration? 


There being no objection, the concurrent resolution was consid- 
ered, and agreed to. 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIV®, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I now renew my motion that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union for the consideration of the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House, Mr. Hopxuns in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 9643) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 3), 1898, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that 
the first formal reading of the bill be dispensed with. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
BINGHAM] asks unanimous consent to dispense with the first read- 
ing of the bill. Is there objection? 

ere was no objection. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, the House is familiar with the 
legislation contained in this bill. Being one of the supply bills of 
the Government, its general provisions were fully discussed in the 
first session of this Congress. Your committee have, in the con- 
sideration and conclusions which they have reached and presented 
to the House, followed closely almost in every particular, certainly 
in every possible paragraph, the wordings common to the current 
law as contained in the appropriation bili for the current fiscal 

ear, as well as following the general statute law. Where we 

ave made changes they have been upon the recommendation of 
the Department chiefs of bureaus, with reference to their subor- 
dinate force, and we have endeavored to observe the strictest and 
closest economy in any changes that we have made with reference 
to promotions. The compensation fixed by statute has been con- 
sistent and in accord with the appropriation bills since the Forty- 
fourth Congress. We have made no changes from the present 
current law. There are but two paragraphs that we consider 
new legislation in this bill. One is with reference to the Library; 
the other with reference to accounts, in connection with the ac- 
counting officers, recommended by the Treasury. Those are the 
only two paragraphs of the bill that can be considered as new 
legislation, and that which is concerning the Library your com- 
mittee believe will not come under the rule. 

The estimates that are submitted in the annual book from the 
Treasury Department aggregate, for the next fiscal year, $22,767,- 
158.80. Of this amount there is recommended in the bill $21,669,- 
369.80. The appropriation for the same purposes for the current 

year aggregates $21 705,768.94, being $13,390.14 more than is recom- 
mended in the bill for the service for year ending June 30, 1898. 
The total amount recommended in this bill is $1,097,781 less than 
the egate estimate submitted. The whole number of salaries 
provided for in the bill aggregates 10,035, being 140 less than the 
number estimated for and 136 more than the number provided for 
under the current law. The increase is almost wholly in the new 
Library building, so that the clerical force of the subordinate De- 
partments of the Government are not, save in a most qualified 
way, increased in the bill submitted for your consideration. 

In accordance with the recommendations of the estimates, we 
reduced the Senate force by three annual clerks at $1.500 each. In 
other respects, we continue currentlaw. As to fhe House of Rep- 
resentatives, we continue the current law, save an increase of 4 
of the subordinate force, now authorized and employed under 
resolutions of the House, namely, 1 at $1,600, 1 at $1,200, and 2 
at $1,000 each. Otherwise, the bil! provides for the force of the 
House as it now runs under current law. I would state that the 
Library of Congress has been the subject of careful examination 
on the part of the committee, not only with reference to this bill, 
but a year , when the question was before us, and it was deter- 
mined then that the question as tothe increased forcein the Library 
should be relegated to this session of Congress, the committee 
believing that none of the increased appropriations, save in a most 
qual way, would be necessar during this year. Therefore it 

a part and parcel of the legislation under this bill. 

The question pertaining to the future administration of the 
Li may provoke some debate in the consideration of this 
bill. ore, when we reach those paragraphs of the bill I 
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shall ask to pass them, ir order that at the conclusion of the bill 
we may take up such time in their consideration as the House 
may determine wise. 

Mr. QUIGG. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. BINGHAM. With pleasure. 

Mr. QUIGG. I should like to offer some amendments, or rather 
@ proposition as a substitute for the entire proposition of the com- 
mittee on the subject of the Library, and I want to ask the gen- 
ag vay in charge of the bill if he will afford me the opportunity 
to do so? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have stated, and if the gentleman considers 
my statement not sufficiently full I will repeat, that when we 
come to the paragraph of the bill covering the Library of Con- 

ess I will then ask to postpone its consideration, if the House 

esires, to the conclusion of the bill; so that these paragraphs are 
in no wise affected by a postponement, taking them out of the 
regular order of the bill. Then the gentleman, as I understand, 
vrill be in order for the submission of his amendment or substi- 
tute, or whatever may be the wish of the House to consider in 
connection with ~~ aragraph of this bill—— 

Mr. QUIGG. nd so far as the gentleman is concerned, he will 


‘raise no question me order against their consideration? 


Mr. BINGHAM. I will state that I will not bring an appro- 
priation bill into this House for its consideration proposing in 
any form whatever to curtail or limit the fullest deliberation on 
the part of the House. I believe the Bill belongs to the House; 

and if the House sees proper, I shall not resistit. I shall be will- 
ing to have full ahd complete debate. The gentleman will receive 
no opposition from souat to the consideration of anything that 
is germane cr proper to be considered in connection with the bill. 

Mr. QUIGG, Mr. Chairman, I ask, if the gentleman will per- 


‘mit me to interrupt him for that purpose, unanimous consent 


that in the Recorp of to-day may be printed the substitute prop- 
osition which I shall offer at the proper time, That is to say, at 
the conclusion of the gentleman’s remarks to-day my substitute 
may be | rinted in the RECORD. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say to the gentleman from 
New York that that will not be in order while the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania has the floor. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will state to the gentleman from New York 
that I have no objection to the printing of his bill in the Recorp. 

In the Secretary’s office, the office of the Supervising Architect, 
the office of the Comptroller of the Treasury, the office of the 
Treasurer, the Bureau of Statistics, the office of construction of 
standard weights and measures, and the office of the Director 
of the Mint your committee have made some changes with refer- 
ence to the clerical force, in no wise increasing that force save in 
one or two particulars, but merely transferring them from one 
class to another. 

Tn the mints and assay offices, with reference to themint at Carson 
City, there has been some reduction in the working force of that 
establishment, as well as at the mint at New Orleans, based upon 
testimony submitted by the Director of the Mint, which is avail- 

able to all members of the House, as it is now printed. 

With reference to the government of the Territories, the appro- 
priation is ay reduced, because their sessions of the legisla- 
tures are biennial, and the paragraph of this bill will not cover 
and does not of necessity cover an appropriation necessary for the 
year that the Territorial legislatures are in session. 

In the War Department, in the Record and Pension Office, upon 
the recommendation of the Chief, there has been a reduction of 
twenty-five subordinate clerks at $i, 000 each. 

in the Navy Department, while the bill will seem to have many 
amendments, that Department, under an act of Congress, is being 
reorganized fcr thecurrent year. It directs that the subordinate 
force of the different bureaus shall be so adjusted that each four 
months they shall be reassigned. The Secretary of the Navy is 
reorganizing the De ent on that basis, and while there are 
many changes, there is not one dollar increase of compensation or 
appropriation asked for in the bill. 

n the Interier Department, in the Pension Office, for the per 
diem and traveling expenses of special examiners under the cur- 
rent law the appropriation is $500,000. In the present bill, on the 
recommendation of the Commissioner of Pensions, this is to be 
reduced to $450,000. 

In the Post-Office Department there are a few provisions with 
reference to an increase of the force, as well as in the Department 
of Jastice, In the judicial expenses of the United States courts 
in the Indian Eas we simply appropriate in this bill for the 
judges. The salaries for other subordinate officers of the court, as 
well as district attorneys, cauaeain clerks, commissioners, etc., 
become a part and parcel of the sundry civil appropriation bill, 
and therefore the legislative bill is relieved of that paragraph and 
that amount of appropriation. 

The only legislation which your committee submits in their bill 
outside of that condition and subject to a point of order is con- 
tained in the provision under the office of Comptroller of the 
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Treasury, which is that all books, and other mottacn a0 
lating to the offices or accounts of the Execu- 
tive ents and the Commissioners and on in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia shall at all a be subject to and 

Auditor 


examination by the Comptroller of rh vg awe ae 
of the Treasury authored to The bill 


authorizes this through such officials. ae = that 
graph the necessity of that new 1 m will be so 
it is of such importance to the administration of 
ments that I do notantic icloete any objection to that clause, although 
it is new legislation in 

Now, if any gentleman desires to ask any question I will yield 
to him for that purpose. If not, I will ask the bill be read by 


agraphs. 
Mr. DOCKERY. to that the ntiamhen atte Cale gen- 
eral debate be closed. I do not ar 
desires to debate any proposition Ie the bi 
the gentleman in charge of the bill will permit 
of the rule should any debate be 
reading of the bill by paragraphs. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I have no objection during the progress of 
—— bill to reasonable debate on every 
CHAIRMAN. Without o the reading of the bill 
wae Bn ag will now begin. 
ere was no objection. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
aa faa Tor citorics, #1 508,000. of the House of Representatives and Dele- 
. $130,000. 
service of 
Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr, Chairman, I find 
have passed something that I desire to ask about. I want to ask 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, with reference to this Capitol 
police, if it would be in order to move to inerease that force or 
would some distinguished gentleman, animated by an economical 
desire, raise i of order upon it? 
Mr. BING I would state to the that the com- 
mittee thought there was no necessity for an increase of that 
fores for the coming fiscal year. Wee operation, increased that 
under the law that is now in = 
twelve, and its wiiouey or its see coca 
been developed. e have increased the force for the current 
ear over previous » yaawe andl Pieedin tails aad tn aeseeaee 
Cole thought, there wasany necessity for an additional increase. 
ee ee 
For clerk to the Committee on Ways 


eee 


ee 


%, Mt es each; and Cinna dor reclution of March 
$1,200; , $52,400 


iit, SHERMAN. I desire to offer the amendment which I send 
The amendment was read, as follows: 
12, Mae 5, after the woud | Goleme. insert: 
ein deal dba teh.an oad Dor kseper, gLa0 _ 
Mr. BINGHAM. Se Che ee ne Se ae nee 


9 Tew ART ot ie New Jersey. a Seer an hie eek oe 


gentleman from Pennsylvania will not 
order. What is the — 
Mr. BINGHAM. the amendment changes existing law. 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Oh, no; it does not. 
we BINGHAM. There is no law authorizing this 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. This bill has not yet 
law, and this amendment does not change law. 
senger to our Committee on Interstate and 
one of the most efficient men on either 
now receives but $60 a month. When 
sion he acts as one of the en 
most difficult doors to attend, and he is very 
in that capacity. For his services he is 


here others are get and 500 
T submit that it isa ii i : 


acid Mans, 5000; 4 —— clerk 1 80), mesenger 
clerks to Gommn tees on hat 
Claime, District of Columbia, Electi 


Ser cer pines nt tne 
blic Bu 


and 
and es acnmonsen 


nired to oy for 


Commmenta 
ew Jersey. No, sir. He is now acting as 


F 
Mr. STEWART of 












messenger to that committee, and he is also acting as a doorkeeper 


in the ; 
Ay BINGHAM. Then his employment as doorkeeper is au- 
thorized now under the law? 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BINGHAM. And what he is doing for the Interstate and 
Foreign Ouaamerce Comsnities be:§t net sequived by law to det 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. He is not oe to do it. 
The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from New Jersey send 
to the Chair the on authorizes the employment of the 
contemplated amendment? 
Per, STEWART of New Jersey. He is emplo under the 
neral law providing for all the messengers of this House, and 
Soe amendment sim increases his salary so as to conform it to 
the compensation of men who are orming similar duties. 
Mr. DOCKERY. I suggest to the ir that the amendment 
does more than that. It creates a new office under the head of 


“Clerks and to committees.” We have not yet 
reached the Prsmpat~ ep the bill relating to the Door "s 


force, and if the gen desires to move to increase this 
his amendment will properly come in when we reach that class 
of emplo 


ees. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Oh, it is immaterial where 
this comes im. . 

Mr. DOCKERY. No, it is not immaterial, because it proposes 
to increase the force. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Not at all. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, the Committee on Accounts 
are perfectly ready at any time to bring in their recommendation 
for such changes as they think desirable and r in the sub- 
ordinate force ea to the business of the House and the 
convenience of its mem 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask whether this 
employee is not provided for simply by a resolution of the House. 
I ask the chairman of the Committee on fa We te as he is 
more familiar with these matters than I am. this messenger is 
employed simply by resolution of the House, then it seems to me 
that the gentleman’s point is not well taken. Iam not able to find 
any statute authorizing the appointment of these ,and 
I think they have simply been put into the appropriation bills 
from time to time, having been previouslyemployed under special 
resolutions of the House. 

-» Mr. BINGHAM, Mr. Chairman, all I have te state to the gen- 
tleman is that committee has had no i on whatever 
of this proposi The question of the necessity for this appoint- 
ment has never been submitted to the committee. We took the 
four members of the subordinate force that had been added to the 
— force by resolutions of the House and continued them in 
the bill. 

Mr. HEPBURN. How is it that certain messengers receive 
$1,000 or $1,200 a year, whilecertain others, performing like duties, 
receive but $60 a th? 

Mr. BINGHAM. That may have been determined by a resolu- 
tion of the House fixing their compensation, or by inerease of the 
subordinate force by the committee. 

Mr. HEPBURN. If this is one of the cases provided for by a 
resolution of the House, then does this amendment involve any 
change of existing law? 

i. ee It changes the law if there is not any law 
autho 

Mr, BINGHAM. I will state to the gentleman that it has been 
the unbreken practice that increase of the subordinate force of 
the House comes from the 


the increase proposed at the salary indicated 
Accounts or not. Now, we have no record 
tion coming from the Committee on Accounts other than as it is 


: 
: 


be 
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in contemplation of our rules. Hence, I submit, the proposed 
in a ought not to be held obnoxious to our rules. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Let me ask whether this gentleman has not 
nted as a folder? I judge so from the compensation 
Is he not a folder now? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I think not. 





I will say, in answer to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, that I think Mr. Barnsley is carried on the roils as 
afolder. But heisin fact performing duty asa messenger; and he 
isnot only messenger to the committee, but an assistant doorkeeper 
at the most important door of the House. All the other messengers 
arereceiving $1,200a year. He is borneon the rolls asa folder and is 
receiving only $60 a month, and out of that sum he is obliged to pay 
$3 or $4 a month for janitor’s care of the committee room, so that 
in fact he receives only about one-half the pay that other messen- 
gers to committees are receiving. 

If my friend objects to the special phraseology of the amendment 
as I have sent it to the desk I am willing to modify it so as to pro- 
vide that the pay of this particular folder—J. H. Barnsley—be 
increased from a month to $100a month. He will then receive 
simply the pay provided in your bill for every other officer per- 
forming like service. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If I understand the gentleman's proposition, 
it is that a subordinate of this House, having been appointed 
under a resolution of the House as one of its folders, at a com- 
pensation of $60 per month, has been performing additional duty 
or other duty than that of a folder. Now the gentleman from 
New York comes before this House and sets forth the usefulness 
and efficiency of this employee, which is all granted. And tke 
gentleman wants to change the line of work of this employee 
from that of a folder to that of a messenger, and a messenger to 
aparticular committee. I mae say to the gentleman there is 
no law for that, and the amendment is subject to the point of 
order: The Committee on Rules can come into this House at any 
time with a resolution creating the place which the gentleman 
from New York now parteus to create by this amendment; and 
the gentleman who has the appointing power may select this 


— oyee for the place. I simply say that this increase of salary, 


ing & of law, is not in order. 
Mr. DOCKERY. Let us have a ruling. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 
Clerk will read. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Office of Doorkeeper; For Doorkeeper, $3,500; hire of horses, feed, repair of 
wagon and harness, $600, or so much thereof as may be necessary; assistant 
doorkeeper, superintendent of docum nt room, assistant superintendent of 
document room, and Depasteent messenger, at $2,000 each; 1 special] em- 
ployee (John T. Chancey), $1,500; 1 special employee, $1,500; document file 
clerk, ; assistant document file clerk, $1,314; clerk to Doorkeeper, and 
janitor, at §1,200 each; 9 messengers, including the messenger to the report- 
ers’ . at each; 9 messengers, at $1,000 each; 6 laborers, at $720 
each; 2 laborers in the water-closet, at $720 each; 3 laborers, including 2 in 
the eloakrooms, gt pee cach; female attendant in ladies’ retiring room, $720; 
su tendent of folding room, $2,000; 3 clerks in folding room, | at $1,800, 
and 2 at $1,200 each; foreman, $1.500; messenger, $1,200; folder in sealing 
room, $1,200; page, $500; laborer, $720; 10 folders, at $900 each: 5 folders, at 

each; 3 folders during the session, at $70 per month each, $1,436.15; 15 
olders, at each; night watchman, $900; driver, ); 14 messengers, on the 
soldiers’ ro we oer eager eanee pages, at $000 each; 33 pages, boys not under 
p —— of age, during the session, a 2 riding pages, | telephone page, 
and | telegraph page, at $2.50 per day cach, $17,077.50; 2 messengers during the 
session, at sb ice month each, $957.42; 10 laborers during the session, at $6) per 
month , $4,108.22; 6 laborers, known as cloakroom men, at $3) per month 
each; horse and buggy, for Department messenger, $250; in all, $13) 138.27. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move to amend by striking out, in line 10, 
page 14, the word ‘‘ nine” and inserting ‘‘ ten;” so as to read: 
Ten messengers, including the messenger to the reporters’ gallery, at $1,200 


The 


Mr. BINGHAM. Ireservea point of order on that amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Isubmit this amendment in order to meet the 
wants of the Committee on Interstate Commerce as suggested by 
my colleagues on the committee and myself. I propose to provide 
compensation for this ial officer on the assumption that the 
Doorkeeper, if this provision be made, will assign this gentleman 
to the position,so that he will receive for the duties he is perform- 
similar compensation to that received by other messengers; 
that he will not, for performing specially meritorious and arduous 
duties, receive the pay which under this paragraph is allowed to 
i aborer, saying nothing of the deduction to which he 
pelled to submit in paying $3 or $4 a month to somebody 
who does the janitor’s work in the committee room. I think this 
amendment simply makes fair and just provision for an efficient 
officer. If the former amendment was obnoxious to the rules, it 
does seem to me this one is not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. In replying to my friend from New York, I 
am not going to question in any way the efficiency of this subor- 
dinate. The messengers for the respective committee rooms are 

i by the Doorkeeper of the House. This appropriation is 
for the Fifty-fifth Congress. What may be the organization of 


a 
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that Congress I do not know. Whether this man will be here 
_ then I do not know. But conceding all that the gentleman from 
New York states as to the efficiency of this officer, I must stand by 
the details of this bill, for the reason that our committee was open 
for the hearing of any applications for necess increases. e 
Committee on Accounts is continually open for that purpose. No 
recommendation for an increase of this character has been made. 
This bill carries no such recommendation. My point of order is 
that this amendment proposes an increase beyond the current law; 
there is no authority for the appointment of an additional mes- 


senger. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill until the heading 
** Library of Congress” was reached, on page 19. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, with reference to the para- 
graphs now following in the bill, pertaining to the Library of 
Congress, commencing on page 19, and continuing down to near 
the bottom of page 22, I ask that all of these paragraphs be passed 
over without prejudice until the conclusion of the bill. 

Mr. QUIGG. Does that include the Botanic Garden at the bot- 
tom of page 22 and the beginning of page 23? 

Mr. BINGHAM. No; only the Library matters; to be recurred 
to after the conclusion of the rest of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the gentleman asks unanimous con- 
sent to pass over pages 19, 20, 21, and 22, down to the “‘ Botanic 
Garden,” as the Chair understands the request? 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is my wish. I desire to include those 
paragraphs only that relate to the Library. 

Mr. QUIGG. I would like to havethat stated accurately to see 
if I understand the gentleman correctly. As I understand the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, he desires to pass over all of that 
portion of the bill beginning with line 1, page 19, down to and 
including line 7, on page 23? 

Mr. BINGHAM. No; down to and including line 23 on page 
22, omitting the ‘‘ Botanic Garden.” 

Mr. UIGG. I am satisfied, if that is the gentleman’s wish. 

Mr. HEPBURN. If this order should be made—and I submit 
this as a parliamentary inquiry—would it preclude a point of order 


against the paragraphs in question at the time they are reached 
for discussion? 


Mr. DOCKERY. Oh, no. 

The CHAIRMAN, Inthe opinion of the Chair it would not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Opportunities for discussion and the submis- 
sion of points of order will of course be afforded after we reach the 
concluding paragraphs of the bill, when this matter will be again 


taken up. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Then this will be treated simply as if it were 
the last peregre hh of the bill? 

Mr. BING aM. Precisely. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the - 
tleman from Pennsylvania to pass over the portion of the bill to 
which he has referred until the conclusion of the remainder of the 
bill? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. This, of course, simply dispenses 
with the consideration of these paragraphs until the bill has been 
completed, and involves nothing else? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thatis After the bill is completed the 
committee will return to these paragraphs without prejudice. Is 
there objection? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
on CHAIR The Clerk will resume the reading of the 

ill. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill until the heading 
** Civil Service Commission” was reached. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, if it be agreeable to my col- 
league in charge of this bill, I would be very glad to have unani- 
mous consent to pass over this section relating to the Civil Service 
Commission for the present without prejudice, to be recurred to 
later on when the consideration of the bill is resumed. 

Mr. GIBSON. After the Library matter is disposed of. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will state that I am perfectly willing to sub- 
mit to general debate if desired; but I have no inclination, when- 
ever there is demand for debate upon any particular paragraph, to 
pass it over. 

- Mr, BROSIUS. IthinkIcan relieve my colleague. I may desire 
to submit a few observations on the subject embodied in this pro- 
vision of the bill. Ihave great reluctance—so great that I can not 
overcome it—to submit any remarks to the committee at this late 
bour of the day; but I think it would probably subserve my pur- 

if the committee will indulge me in the privilege of record- 
ing a few observations in connection with some statements and 
figures which will illustrate the operation of the civil-service law. 
These wiil be inserted in the Recorp for the information of the 
members of the House, as well, possibly, as for the information 
and advantage of some members of the committee. 

Mr. BINGHAM. As I understand it, my colleague desire’ 
unanimous consent to print some remarks and statistics respect- 

he this provision of the bill. I trust the committee will have no 
objection. 
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Mr. EVANS. Isincerely hope Se nen tle- 
man from Pennsylvania iar. Brostvus] will be adopted by the 
gentleman in ch of the bill. There are a good man 
that probably will be presented in su and 
it is a little late now to begin the consideration of it. I was about 
to make the same request myself, that is, that this part of the Lill 
aa tr, BINGHAM, What is the objection to the gentleman 

. ° pro- 
ceeding now, if he desires to discuss this portion of the bill? 

Mr. EVANS. The lateness of the hour. 

ee GHAM. Very well, then, let it be passed over without 
prejudice. 

The CHAIRMAN. Unanimous consent is asked that the para- 
graphs relating to the Civil Service Commission be passed over for 
the present, to be recu to hereafter, without prejudice. Is 
there objection? 

There was no objection. 

The Clerk (proceeding with the reading of the bill) read to and 
including line 22 on 86. 

Mr. BINGHAM. r. Chairman, I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

a mee was oer ol ois % “oe 

e committee accordingly rose; an © Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. Hopkins, Chairman of the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
committee had had under consideration the tive, executive, 


and judicial appropriation bill (H. R. 9648), and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 


PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE RELATIVE TO THE LIBRARY. 


Mr. —— Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to insert 
in the Recorp the proposition which I shall offer at the en 
time as a substitute for all that on of the committee's 
which deals with the Library of 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from New York? 

There was no objection. 

The proposed substitute is as follows: 


Strike out all from and including line 2, on page 19, to and including line 23, 
om pogo @. and insert as follows: 

- of the 

braria 000; , to act as 
t librarians, 1 at 


01 assistan’ 
$900 each; and for 19 attendants, 10 
t $720 each; 2 in Represen 


tendent 
a ts, at $900 and et 
an a ; 
~ ae Saaeries tat $1,000; dan 
manu ent, a' 
intendent of music rtment, at 
tendent of 


each; and 1 su 
1, $1,500; and 2 attendants at 
ia ; and | su 

* For purchase of books for 
the Library, under 
books of reference for the Su: 
, and purchased 

ce, $1,500: for exper 
of forei 


tandlont of the law library, #2000; 
en w , 
each; and 1 laborer at $720; in all, : 
r 


the Library g000; 


rights, 000, and for 29 clerks, 2 at 
. ; 2 at $1,600 each; ; Wat each; 
wr eat st cack sein all, $8, st eye a 


For compensation of custodian of the Library , $8,000; 
$1,600; 1 iavaoemaneen, $720; for 1 nota the $1 : 
. & 


at each; for 1 chief $1. 


; for 10 firemen, at 
conductors, at $720 each; for 
at each: for 30 — 


each; f 
3 
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CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Claims report back the 
bill S. 296, and ask for a change of reference to the Committes on 
War Claims. Without objection, that change will be made. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WILLIAM F. ALDRICH. Mr. Speaker—— 












e in out the provisions of this paragraph shallbe | The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 
by Hie Seauetaty of ry, unfer on. rules and regulationses | i- WILLIAM F. ALDRICH. I desire to offer a resolution 
The 5 dint Oommittes on the Library shall have to establish rules | and have it referred to the Committee on Ruies. 
ont negennnene Sey tee oe8 _— — of the brary = een ane The resolution was read, as follows: 
ren provision is ‘in this or any subsequent Resolved, That it shall be in order, immediately after the approval of the 
act under the title of * Library of ( ” Journal on the morning of the 6th day of January, 1897. to take up Senate bill 
of ee ro aees of the 7 aon, Lae = gem yyw the seuss - plateme for the ene if 
shall expiration term of service, appoint from among ool for Girls o JAMA, & of the Tuske Ne - 
— to Fitty-Atth % a porary — dustrial Institute,” and consider the same in the House na ta the Goummsitées 
the Library of three members, which Stee on the Li shall | of the Whole until the same shall be disposed of. 
have the same same duties in relation to The SPEAKER. Without objection, the resolution will be 
are authorized by law and the Rules of the House of Repre referred to the Committee on Rules. 
sentatives; and which said temporary Committee on nit ‘ ; 
to exorcise its immediately upon the There was no objection. 
an tinue to exercise and discharge such duties until afterthemeet-| Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 
eos untit aoe OS Eater Cees on the Library —— 
Rnd the Speake of each fubssrasat House . The ao or ee Sa first to lay before the House 
before the termination of the session of each Congress, a . 
—_ " OC — the personal requests of several members 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

- To Mr. KuLpP, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania, for five days, on account of 
important business. 

o Mr. GaMBLE, for five days, on account of important business. 
OLD SETTLERS OR WESTERN CHEROKEE INDIANS. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Mr. Speuker, I ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to withhold his motion to adjourn for a moment in 
order that I may introduce a memorial of the Old Settlers or 
Western Cherokee Indians, and ask unanimous consent that it be 
printed as a House document. It will only require a moment. 

Mr. DALZELL. I will withdraw the motion for the time being. 

Mr. PENDLETON presented a memorial of the Old Settlers or 
Western Cherokee Indians, praying that the balance of the money 
due them be paid by the Secretary of the Interior. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the printing of this 
memorial as a House document and referring it to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs? 

There was no objection. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Dauze.u (at 5 o’clock and 10 min- 
utes p. m.), the House adjourned. 


he tati a 
similar powers and for the same 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowin ee when the Speaker signed = — on 

A bill (H. R. 4405) granting a pension ugustus G. Cary; 

A bill (H. R. 9189) granting a pension to Margaret J. Young; 

A bill (H. R. 2859) granting a pension to Katherine Zeigenheim, 
of Louisville, Ky.; 

A bill (H. R. 4355) to increase the pension of Theresa Peebles, 
of Jefferson County, Ga; 

A bill (H. R. 5400) to increase the es of Mary L. Bacon, 
widow of the late ge B. Bacon, late lieutenant-commander 
of the United States Navy; 

A bill (H. R. 4052) approving certain acts of the legislative 
— the ee of New Mexico, authorizing the issue 
of ce bonds of said Territory, and for other pu ; 

A bill NS R. 1874) to place the name of Robert Smalls on the 


te; 

A bill (H. R. 2969) to t a pension to Mrs. Lucy A. Allen; 

A bill (H. R. 9473) ng appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other ions of the United States for the year 
a> 1898, and for other purposes; 

A (H. R. ed granting a pension to a a 

granting a pension to Gibbons; 

1825) granting a pension to Mary Prince, widow 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
munications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
follows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a copy of a communication from the Secretary of State trans- 
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A bill (EH. R. 986) for the relief of Hiram P. Pauley; mittin esti : : ms Sabah 
; g an mate of deficiency in the appropriation for printing 
A bill ae. 1827) granting @ pension to Nancy B. Prince, | and binding, Department of State, for the fiscal year 1897—to the 
ee Prince; , Committee on seereeresiens, and ordered to be printed. 
A (H. R. 1599) granting a pension to Phabe M. Woolley | “ 4 jetter from = a —_ bot the Court of Claims, trans- 
Palmeter : mitting a copy of the ings by the court in the case of 
(i. . 979) granting a pension to Frances E. Helfenstein; Marie Eliza ayne against The United States—to the Committee 


on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
Charles W. Morris, adthinistrator of William Morris, deceased, 
against The United States—to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 
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. 4861) granting a pension to William H. Nesbit; 
4720) sreetieg os ater pension to Isaac H. 
©, KY.; 
820) granting a pension to Neil McNeil; 
5398) the relief of Lucinda Rickards, widow, 
cbildren of John D. Rickards, deceased; 


d 


F 
we 


>p>Ebp 
ZEFEE 
: 





(H. R. 950) ous a pension to John Coombs; A letter from the chairman of the Interstate Commerce Com- 

of Ar (H. R. 1062) to grant a pension to Armstead M. Rawlings, | mission, transmitting the tenth annual re ort of the Commission— 

A bil CR. 1022) to increase the pension of Byron Cotton; ee = Soares Be Interstate and Foreign Commerce, and 

A bee bo R. 4721 eT increase of to Orleina J. A ae — the ee of ay, transmitting the 
Clar Louisville, Ky.; report of the Commissioner-General of Immigration of the results 

2 fe S antenna to ae ge V. Barnard; of his mission to the Italian Government—to the Committee on 

re tf Saat Grendiad & eeustn te, Gnechatin 2. Welton: Immigration and Naturalization, and ordered to be printed. 

A bill = R, 5050) granting a to Ransom C. Hazelip; 

A bill ( R. 8755) toincrease e pension of Mary C. Thompson; REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 

A bill (H. R. 5811) granting a pension to Sarah Ann Wible; Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 

A bill (H. R. 1178) granting a pension to Sarah Weedun Jones; | severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 

A bill (H. R. 6468) to increase the pension of Andrew R. Ladd; | referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 1891) granting a pension to Celestia R. Barry; By Mr. BRUMM, from the Committee on Claims: The bill 
axe H. R. 1892) granting a pension to Catharine Darragh: | (H. ~ 9498 ) <y the relief of the Erie Railroad Company. (Re- 

0. 2340. 
A bill (H. R. 8771) for the relief of Stratton H. Benscoter. By Mr. GRAFF, from the Committee on Claims: The bill (H.R. 


7281) for the relief of Winslow Warren. (Report No. 2341.) 

By Mr. HUTCHESON, from the Committee on Claims: The 
bill (H. R. 1382) for the relief of Charles W. Russey. (Report 
No. 2842.) 


APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES. 


announced as conferees on-the bill 8. 1882 
Mr. Jomnson of California, and Mr. Harrison. 


i 
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By = MAHON, from the Committee on War Claims: The bill 
(S. 1785) entitled “An act for the correction of muster of Adolph 
Yon Haake, late major Sixty-eighth Regiment Veteran Volunteer 
Infantry.” (Report No. 2344.) 

By Mr. SNOVER, from the Committee on Claims: The bill (S. 
2526) entitled ‘“‘An act for the relief of Twyman O. Abbott.’ 
(Report No. 2345.) 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was discharged from the consideration of the petition. of 
Edmund P, Tierney in favor of the passage of House bill No. 2425 
= his relief; and the same was referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the. fol- 
lowing titles were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. DOCKERY: A bill (H. R. 9701) to amend section 2 of 
en act to incorporate the Washington Market Company—to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. HARRISON: A bill (H. R. 9702) to require contestants 
in contested-election cases to give security for costs—to the Com- 
mittee on Elections No. 1. 

By Mr. SPARKMAN: A bill (H. R. 9703) to provide for light- 
houses and other aids to navigation—to the Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. WELLINGTON: A bill (H. R. 9704) to authorize the 
Washington and Glen Echo Railroad Company to obtain a right 
of way and construct tracks into the District of Columbia 600 
feet—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9705) to authorize the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Company, of Maryland, toextend its line of roac into and 
within the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, 

By Mr. WOODMAN: A bill (H. R. 9706) to amend section 
5286 of the Revised Statutes of the United States—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BULL: A bill (H. R. 9708) for the erection of a monu- 
er statue in the city of Washington, D. C., to the late James 

G. Blaine—to the Committee on the Library. 

" By Mr. CATRON: A bill (H. R. 9709) to better define and regu- 
late the rights of aliens to hold and own real estate in the Terri- 
tories—to the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. HULL: A bill (H. R. 9710) to authorize officers who 
served during the war of the rebellion in the Regular Army to 
bear the title and, on occasions of ceremony, wear the uniform of 
their highest rank—to the Committee on ilitary Affairs. 

By Mr. COOKE of Illinois: A bill (H. R. 9726) to amend section 

554 of the Revised Statutes of the United States—to the Committee 
on the Judiciar 

Also, a bill (Hi. R. 9727) to amend section 597 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: A joint resolution (H. Res. 217) for 
negotiations to secure a modification of the treaty of 1817—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

n> Mr. HITT: A joint resolution (H. Res. 218) authorizing 

Hf. Pierce and C. E. Marr, keepers of the Cuckolds (Maine) 
te signal station, to accept the silver watches presented to them 
ae the Canadian government—to the Committee on Foreign 

airs, 

Also, a joint resolution (H. Res. 219) authorizing Lieutenant- 
Colonel Forwood and Dr. George H. Penrose to accept certain 
testimonials from the Argentine Government—to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. GROUT: A resolution (House Res. No. 450) providing 
for the expenditure of $1,000 by the chairman of the Special Com- 
mittee Investigating the Soldiers’ Home at Leavenworth, Kans.— 
to the Committee on Accounts, 


—_——— 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. AITKEN: A bill (H. R. 9711) for the relief of John 
Bishop—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. GROUT: A bill (H. R. 9712) for the relief of Amelia 
Johnson, widow of Alexander Johnson, who lost his life on the 
Capitol Grounds July 2, 1894, while in the service of the United 
States—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. HOULICK: A bill (H. R. 9718) for the relief of Capt. 
Lorenzo D. Jones, late road master and assistant superintendent 
of the United States military railroads in the Southern States— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9714) to refer to the Court of Claims the claim 
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of John S. sro for loss of wheat in 1862— 
to the Committee on War 
By Mr. HULL: ee 9715) for the relief of David K. 
aM LONG. A bill (HR 9716) granting an increase of 
r. an 
son to ae a ro to the Committee on Im et 
a ( an 
— increase of pension 


liam Blades—to the Committee on 
By Mr. McCULLOCH: A bill tH R. 9718) for the relief me Sets 
C.D the Committee on 


Davis and Duren Lurry—to 


i de MORSE: A bill (H. R. 9719 Ore) ee ee ee 

to H. Morris Husband-—te the ; areot pin 

By Me. PICKLER: nee, eee ee, 
re avd of George W. Sampson—to the Committee on Military 


ion “a bill (A. R. 9721) granting a pension to Eber Robbins— 
to the Committee on Invali 


Also, a bill (H. R. 9722 re een 
aolyasansfo the Committee on inal eee " 
a 9723) granting an increase of pension 
Hiram T. Abbott—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. SNOVER: A bill Bhi Oe SE ht SPE a, Fah 
Ba ill—to the Committee on Military 
By Mr. WOOMER: A bill (H. R. 9725 as cannes the Gites 


desertion from the m(litary record of Naldinecr te th 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as 


favoring a prohibition of ini 
on Immigration 


gration for five Salers the and 
turalization 


Also, resolutions adopted by the Trades League of Pennsylvania, 


ae an appropriation for the transfer of incoming foreign 
ail—to the the Commuittes on A: - 


ae Mr. AITKEN: Petition of J 
bill Tor his relicf—to the Committee on ; 
By Mr. BARRETT: ee Pattern Makers’ 
Na ot Bens Mass., ties passage of oe bill introduced 
on RRETT, fora deeper harbor 
at Boston—to the Committee on er igen 
By Mr. BROMWELL: 
ers’ Association, recommen 
to the Committee on Wa 
By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: Resolutions of the Cleveland Cham 
ber of Commerce, favoring the passage of House bill No. 8777, for 


the inspection of immigrants at of debarkation by a medical 
officer of the United States—to SS cumelieses letccbtn and 


Foreign Commerce. 
_ Also, resolutions of the Clevaland Chamber of favor- 
reform in the consular service—to the Committee on oreign 


airs. 
By Mr. DALZELL: Resolutions of the ae Wool Asso- 
cae: a immediate tariff legislation—to the Committee 


"Ry eon GROUT: i Resolution by the Glass Bottle Blow- 

a semneten of the United favoring the ofa 

bill prohibiting immigration of all kinds—to the on 
Immi and Naturalization. ths 

. HEATWOLE: Petition of P, Cudmore and 88 other 


possession have not a eo 
p2 ce woo wade : 
So dna Cementnins oa eieuicenil 
By Mr. eenee Petition of 


ne et the 
ernment buildings—to on 
Grounds, 


petition of the Gongneeaesiaeen a Danville Towa, 
nen ee No. 1675, ote, 

or - 

and Fore mn Commerce. 9 


of the Astoria (Oreg.) Chamn- 
of salmon. d 
fisheries, an 


for the ae eee hereon to Onepas--fo the 
on the Merchant Marine 

Also, Neel at ie Chantada: of Astoria, Oreg., 
for the improvement of the harbor of Astoria—to the Commi 
on Rivers and Harbors. 


By Mr. HULING: Petition of Bis aR ceuena 










ington Court-House, Ohio, fa passage of a law forbid- 
ing admission the details of to 
tents fh Comat : 

Also, petition of citizens of W on Court-House, Ohio, for 
the passage of laws to prevent the | hen roomy oo 
La Oe ENS eee eee eee ne - 

Also, petition of citiaons of W Court-House, Ohio, for 
raising the age of in the of Columbia and Terri- 
tories—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

(Tisha tssck taoege of apeiacitams 1 Gade to it ponte tm tee 
of a bill to raise age ears e 
a en erritories—to the Committes on. the 

By BY a Petition of the lowa Col- 
lege asking for an annual colleges 
for the promotion of engineering experiments—to Committee 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 18, 1896. 
The House met at 12 o'clock m., and was called to order by the 


Prayer by the Rev. Henry N. CoupEn. 
The Journal of of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


ADDITIONAL HOUSE EMPLOYEES, ETC. 
Mr. ODELL. Mr. Speaker, I present a report from the Com- 


mittee on Accounts. 
har 9 vane ane talc amen ee 
a 
The Clerk read as follows: 


tolconphag Stee abubiiounh febises te the taiaing neces of the Mica of Reve 
em 

the of t 
Sri cdOh mebper maine WS lee remineertacecra 
coe i 2 os sna a shall be the rolis of 
the present session. 


quherhn aan 


» August, and 


thereafter, at $75 
widow of John Ryan, de- 

, of 
EP hie tae Meee tase Deere, cold 
of to Kendall Lee for caring 
pant Gumbteneed the recess 


of 


as it invelves.a charge upon the Treasury. 
The Chair will hear the gentleman from 
impression of the Chair is that the matter has 


been decided otherwise. 
Mr. ware it is not usual to consider such 
the Whole because the point is not 


_ 






ar 
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made. I understand this resolution provides for an increase of 





ing @ 
must be considered 
point is 


the expiration of 


folders in | 


Mr. ODELL. ger vg Aemeneane 

Mr. DINGLEY. I think there was a ruling by Mr. Speaker 
Carlisle sustaining int of order that a resolution of this kind 
im Committee of the Whole when the 


made. 
TheSPEAKER. The Chair thinks recent rulings have beea 
the other way. This is out of the contingent fund of the House, 
is a part of its expenditures, and does not affect the United States 


d that. 
tr, ODELL. I will state to the gentleman that this is only a 


imcrease. 

. DINGLEY. I will not insist on the point of order, but I 
should like to know. why, at this session of Congress, when there 
are only the usual public decuments to be distributed, no speeches 
to be made for the campaign, we need an increase of fifteen men 
in the folding room? 

. ODBLL. Mr. Speaker, im reply to the gentleman from 
Maine, I will state that on September 29 the annex, in which was 
stored over 400,000 volumes, was blown down and about 50,000 of 
the covers of those documents were ruined, so that they will have 
to be rewra ; and removing from the annex to temporary 

caused a loss of about sixty days’ time that should have 
been devoted Senne the documents and sending them out 
to different members. [I have here a letter from the superintend- 
ent of the ing room, im which he sets forth fully the neces- 
sity for these additional folders. The committee understood it 


was unusual— 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, it is im ible for us to 


hear what is going on over there, and we wonld like very much 
ee 
The All gentlemen will please take their seats. 


Mr. ODELL. Mr. Speaker, | will ask that the Clerk read this 
letter from the foreman of the folding room, which will explain 
the necessity for these additional folders. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Hovsm of REPRESENTATIVES, UnNrrmep STATES, 

. Washington, D. C... December 15, 1806. 

DEAR Sir: Incompliance with your request, I beg tosubmitfer infor- 
mation the following reasons for asking for additional folders for this depart- 
ment for the of d session of the Fifty-fourth Congress and 
ene month after the ex 


The extra work caused 


the secon 


piration of said session. 
by the wreck of the old annox foiding reom on tho 
t of September 29, in moving and arranging documents from wrecked 
buildin new annex folding room, threw us back 


5 to ae iz 
im our regular work about sixty days, and we have not been able to regain 


mruch of this lost time since. About 50,000 documents will have to be re 
tethe bad condition of the wrappers, caused by the action of 
the storm on 


In ean extra session of ape, we will be compelied to wrap 
from to 300,000 documents to meet the demand of members. 
With alt this work in view at the present time, the additional help asked 


for can be steadily during the time herein stated; and will be bene- 
ficial to this department. 
Very respectfully, J. MARTIN McKAY, 


Foreman Folding Room, House of Representatives. 

Hon. B. B. Oprnn, 

Chairman Committee on Accounts. 
Mr. DINGLEY. Is this in anticipation of an extra session? 
Mr. ODELL. Not altogether. It is to take care of the work 

that has piled a them through this disaster. 

Mr. GLEY. Were the additional men employed in the 

ing room at the last session discharged at the end of the session? 
Mr. ODELL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DINGLEY. And the committee have examined this care- 


the | fully and are satisfied that in consequence of that storm—for it 


can not be placed on any other ground—fifteen additional men are 
—sS to repair the damages? 

. ODELL. We have examined the matter very thoroughly. 
The committee were unanimous. In the report we have made to 
the House we feel that we have been very conservative. We have 
made more reports against resolutions than we have recom- 
mended. And the very resolution preceding this, which asked 
for compensation, we have disagreed to. We fee! that 
there is a ity for these fifteen additional folders. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I do not desire, of course, to 
interfere im matters where the committee are thoroughly satisfied 
that the public services require an additional expenditure, but I 
think it is necessary. and I have nodoubt the committee felt that, 
with the revenue running behind to the extent it has—$40 000,000 
deficit since the ist day of July—we ought to be very careful 


. when we enter upon any public expenditures that can be avoided 


without injury to the public service. 

Mr. OD Mr. Speaker, I think there can be no criticism 
passed upon the Committee on Accounts for any unwarranted 

Lask fora vote. 

_Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, was unanimous consent 
given for the consideration of this resolution? 

The SPEAKER. It was not. It is a privileged report. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I could not hear whether the gentleman 


from Maine [Mr. DineLey] made a point of order. 
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The SPEAKER. The ——_ from Maine suggested that 
the House should go into mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. He did not make the point of order that 
it should be considered in Committee of the Whole? 

The SPEAKER. He raised the point of order, and the Chair 
intimated that the rulings had been the other way. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I understand the rule to be that, being 
an appropriation from the contingent fund, it would not have to 
be considered in Committee of the Whole, but I could not hear 
oa that point was made or whether it was some other point 
of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to apologize to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee for the disorderly behavior of the House, but 
the Chair endeavored to obtain order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The explanation and apology is entirel 
satisfactory to *‘the gentleman from Tennessee.” All I desir 
to know was what was going on, and whether the saat of order 
was made. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order was not made, and a dis- 
cussion took place as to the merits. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Lalso heard some statement indicating 
that this was necessary because of an approaching extra session, 
and I only want to learn whether the distinguished leader of the 
House meant officially to say there would be an extra session or 
not. We could not understand what he said about that. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, 4 am very sorry that there was 
such confugion that my statement was misunderstood by the gen- 
tleman. 

The SPEAKER. Will gentlemen have the kindness to take 
their seats, in order that there may not be any mistinderstandings? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Let us have a vote. 

The SPEAKER. The question is.on agreeing-to the resolution. 

Mr. LACEY. I offer an amendment to the first resolution. I 
ask the attention of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. WiL- 
LiAM A. Stone]. I think he will accept this amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. What is it? 

Mr. LACEY. Let it be read. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I willacceptalmost anything that 
anybody offers me. ee ] 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend by ain at the end of the first resolution the following: 

“Provided, That the said employees shall be selected from States not now 
represented on the Doorkeeper's roll." 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I want to make a 
point of order against that amendment, that it is not germane, 
and is not applicable for many reasons. This is a House resolu- 
tion. Under the law the Doorkeeper is to make the appointments, 
and this amendment would make it really a joint resolution, or 
such a resolution as would require the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr.Speaker,{ understand that the point of order 
is made that this amendment will defeat the purpose of the reso- 
lution. 

The SPEAKER. That would not be an argument on the point 
of order; that would be on the merits. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. The question is on agreeing to the amendment. 

Mr. FLYNN. I desire to offer an amendment—to insert after 
the word ‘‘ State” the words *‘ or Territories.” 

The question was taken on Mr. FLYNN’s amendment to the 
amendment; and the Speaker declared that the noes seemed to 
have it. 

Mr. FLYNN. The gentleman accepts the amendment, Mr. 


Speaker 

The SPEAKER. The amendment would have to be accepted 
by the House. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment era the gentleman from Iowa. 


Mr. MILLER of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I have an amendment 
which I wish to suggest—a proviso that the salaries of these addi- 
tional folders shall be paid out of the money that would go to the 
folders who have been ee the vacation in New York and 
Pennsylvania. 


ai 
Mr. WILL I make the point of order against 
that amendment, Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. I presume that the gentleman does not se- 
riously mean to offer that amendment, inasmuch as he has not put 
it in writing or sent it to the Chair. 

The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. Lacey; and 
the Speaker declared that the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. lI ask for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 97, noes 42. 

Mr, WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary in- 
quiry. Have I not a right to demand tellers on this question? — 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has that right. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I ask unanimous consent for five 
minutes to make a statement. 

Mr. LACEY. I object. 


Tellers were siiietice 30 members voting in favor thereof. 
MODELL, Mx, Speaker, T demand the 
yeas 

The yeas and nays were refused, only 27 

oe — ok 
e question being taken on agreeing to resolution as 

amend he Speaker declared that the noes seemed to have it 

A division was asked for. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 45, noes 80. 

So the resolution was rejected. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, .seeen me 
The SPEAKER. The order is 


order. 
The Chair 
understands that the first before the House is the unfinished 
business coming over from 


Friday. 
én Mr. Speaker, hetows thab Se puctendiod witli de- 
, I desire to submit — 


please 
nd until after the conference ted by the gentle- 
suspe Kovtecks is report presented by gen 


SECTION 2 OF sik LAW. 


The conference report was read, as follows: 
The committee of conference eg henry ew Beg eu 1) SF 
on the amendments of the House to tothe t S pH, Toint reso zoo 
lution continuing in force section 2 of act 
‘An act to re section 6 of an act to red 
for the Government, and for other 
1804, having met, after full and free 
and do poccenmnaase to their 


follows: teat after the word “ 
than ten days after 
to the same. 


eee 


The conference report was adopted. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLatr, one of its clerks 
announced that the Senate had passed with with amendments the bill 
(H. R. 7864) to amend the immigration laws of the United States; 
asked a conference with the House on the said bill and amend- 
ments, and had appointed Mr. Loper, Mr. CHANDLER, and Mr, 
FAULKNER as; the conferees on the of the Senate. 

The messr.;.e also a the Senate had bills of 
the following titles; in which the concurrence of House was 


oa (S. 8808) © et ea — 
‘ ireveport an Rreagte F Com 
the Sabine River, between the of Lenekaen nnd 


A bill (S. 2070; to palennanaeaaae of ia antimete of 
a who were graduates of West Point Military Acad- 


ome bill (8. 1761) Son ie BaNeees See See Se, a 
paymaster in the United States Army. 
SENATE BILLS REFERRED, 
ae eee Rule bie ad refered an foliows: 
en from the Speaker's table as 
A bill (8. 1731 Tor the reli of Maj. Willem 
a © United States Army the Commitee on 
A bill (S. 2570) to authorize the of the accounts of 
ore al 


army officers who were graduates of West Point 
emy—to the Commuttee on 


os 
A bill (8.3303) to cusneaias ie construction 
City. Shreveport and Gulf see —— 
the Sabine River, between the eth arr Raa 
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

CELESTE A. tr ak 


Mr. CROWTHER submitted Lnerging roan conference romana 


The committee of ey ee on the 
the amendment of sion tp Ge 
an increase Sot 
Boughton, ha nan ae 
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Mr. TRACEY. I move that the House insist on its amendment, 
avd ask a further conference with the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. CROWTHER, 
Mr. Baxer of Kansas, and Mr. KIrKPaTRICK as conferees on the 
part of the House. 


MRS. JANE STEWART WHITING. 


Mr. CROWTHER submitted also the following conference 
report: 











Mr. COOPER of Texas. I call for a division. 
The question being again taken, there were-—ayes 100, noes 54. 
Mr. QOOPER of Texas. No quorum. . 
The SPEAKER (having counted the House): Two hundred 
and eight members are present, a quorum. 

Mr. PER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the yeas and 
nays on this question. 

yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Tastee was taken; and there were—yeas 140, nays 96, not 

voting 119; as follows: 








































ei lt eileen tails YEAS—140. 
PR me ef the House ot Represen tives be the bri it) granting Adams, Fenton, Kerr, Raney, 
a pension to Mrs. Jane Stewart , having met, after con- | Anderson, Fletcher, Kiefer, Ray, 
ference, are unabie to avec | ater — fer = Remkes 
r n F . Leighty, b, 
8. CK t, Gardner. iene. — 
Managers on the part of the i Bennett, oan ie = an 
_ J.B. GALLING a. ee. Settle, 
Rei: [Ben | Sam eit 
Managers on the part of the Senate. | Brovwatsn Grout, seaneny, same. Ee. 

Mr. TRACEY. I move that the House insist on its amendment | Broderick, Hafne:, Nebr. McCall, Tenn. Spalding, 
and ask for a further conference with the Senate. Brosius, Halterman, eCleary,Minn. Sperry. 

The motion was agreed to. prows, ; anven. coppeneee. 

The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. CrowTHER, artes: Mo. Harmer, Mercer." Stowart, Wis 
Mr. Baker of Kansas, and Mr. KiRKPATRICK as conferees on the | Burton, Ohio Harris, Miller, Kans. Stone, C. W. 
part of the House. fete fee = ew’ | Bea 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. Connoily, Henderson, oll, es. 
Mr. MORSE. I ask the gentleman from South Dakota [Mr Cooks Henry, Conn. Moody. Phones 
PICKLER] to withdraw the for the regular order, so that I ma: y | Crowther, epburn, , Moziey, Tracewell, 
ta matter from the Committee on Public Buildings an — Hilborn, oan reper: 
——— which will create no debate and will occupy but a few Delsell, H Overstreet, Opa ff. 
utes. } opkins, rker, an Voorhis, 
Mr. PICKLER. = Speaker, have we not entered upon the — Howe Plan, Were oni 
order alread ': u bard, ‘erkins, ellington, 
SPEAKER. Objection is made. ver, Hulick, Poole, Wilson, N. Y. 

Mr. BINGHAM. One word with reference to the order of busi- ttle, Huling, sores. Woes, 
ness. While I recognize the force and the justness of the aa Fairchild, Johnaon,N.Dek. Pugh. Wright.” 
rule of the House fixing Friday for the consideration of the Pri- WAYS 98. 
vate Calendar, I ask unanimous consent, as we have alread _ Abbott, eit Tite 2 
ceeded to some extent with the consideration of the logisle V6, | Aldrich, T.H. a My gn Southwick, 
executive, and judicial appropriation bill, that the Private Calen- Aldrich, W. F. — Fitagerald, Mahon, Sparkman, 
dar be considered to-morrow and that the legislative bill be taken | Allen, Gibson, Martin Spencer, 
up in Committee of the Whole to-day. oe BL gootwsn, McClellan, Stokes, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brve- lett, Ga. Harrison, McCulloch, - -Strowd,N.O. 
HAM] asks unanimous consent that to-morrow be substituted for | Bell. Colo. Hart, MeDearmon, Bulloway, 
to-day in the consideration of private business. . Is there objection? | Bell. Tex. en. Melanrin, Balser, 

Mr. PICKLER, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. If this re "Ga. Hunter, McRae,” Talbert,” 
quest be acceded to, will it cut off the to-day of the aoe. oi Harkey. Meredith, Tate, 
unfinished business coming over from last Friday? . | Clarke, Ala — Miles” Tomas, , 

The SPEAKER. The p tion, _—— to, would substi- | Cobb, Johnson, Cal. Neill, Turner, Ga 
tute Saturday for to-day, S g-shtoay having the same Gockrell, Jones, Ogden, Turner, Va 
right to-morrow that it would have to-day. That is the under- | Cooper. Ts 793 Otey, Tyler, 

cooper, Tex. eberg, Otjen, Van Horn, 
=a of the Chair. er, Wis. Kyle, Owens. Walker, Mass. 

Mr. PICKLER. Suppose the legislative bill should not be fin- 



































also in House. 
The 


ished or De Armon oo ; Thicke dson. Wiles Cc 
Mr, BINGHAM. Then the order of the House would operate, ¥, Toner." ive, , Weelend. 
of a. and he would Leger eee Dinsmcre, Little, Shafroth, Yoakum. 
. BAKER ew Hampshire. w not to-morrow ial 
be as good as to-day for the tive bill? Ach Cook, Win Kendall, . Robertson, La 
Mr. BINGHAM. I prefer we should go on with the bill | Aitken, Corliss, nox, Rvsk, 
to-day. The matter is for the House to determine. —, = Senet Fo. Russell, Conn. 
. ’ : eli, ra. 
FLORA A. DARLING. Andre Crowley, Lewis, Sauerhering, 
The SPEAKER, As the Chair understands, objection is made. | 4 pales Crump, y Lorimer, Shannon, 
The first in order is the unfinished private business. The | Arnold. R.L De Witt, Tenteadoger,  Ghatoré, 
Clerk oo the bill eon House was dividing at the Baker Kana Deeper, ae Skinner. 
time adjournmen y- outhard, 
The bill (H. R. 908) for the relief of Flora A. Darling was read. | BX?};4t- te a Beans, 
The SPEAKER. The question ison the motion of the gentle- ; Evans, McCormick, Stallings, 
— » Sans Peatipivenia [iir. DALZELL] that this bill be laid on Bete, sv fe al —— 
Mr. COOPER of Texas. I had hoped, Mr. Speaker, that the Belkns . Griswold, atiner, y. Tevler, 
gentleman from Pennsylvania— Black, N.Y. rosvenor, ondell, ucker, 
The SPEAKER. The question is not debatable. Godley, - Seen’ wi 
Mr. COOPER of Texas. I did not wish to indulge in debate; I | Brom Heatwole, Murpay, Warner, 
was about to ask the gentleman to withdraw his motion to lay on | Brumm, Hemenway, Murray, Watson, [ad. 
the table. Bull, Hendrick, Newlands, Wheeler, 
Mr. DALZELL. Personally I should like very much to o Ca : : Tilber, 
the gen but it seems to me, in the interest of the public Chickering, Hooker, Phillips, Willis, 
business, that I had better insist on my motion. This question Sardine. iat Diner’ ee 
ee ee Whole a week ago, and | Gorin, Johnson, Ind. nigg, Woodman. 
‘ Colson, yourn, 
So 


: The gentleman from Pennsylvania declines 
, withdraw his motion. The question is on the motion to lay 
the bill on the table. 


The SPEAKER. "The ayes soem to have it 
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the motion to lay the bill on the table was agreed to. 
The following pairs were announced until further notice: 
Mr. CorLiss with Mr. CowEn. 

Mr. Hzmenway with Mr. Rosertson of Louisiana. 

Mr. Samira of Michigan with Mr. Tucker. 













. CHICKERING with Mr. Mixer of New York. 
. Kuur with Mr. HENDRICE. 
. GROSVENOR with Mr. WHEELER. 
. MIcLsKEN with Mr. Money. 
. Low with Mr. STaLLAinas. 
. Herner of Pennsylvania with Mr. Jonzs. 
. Watson of Indiana with Mr. Kenpazi.. 
. CrumP with Mr. MILEs. 
. Russen. of Connecticut with Mr. CatrcuinGs. 
. BARNEY with Mr. BANKHEAD. 
. LEFEVER with Mr. EuLerr 
. Stewart of New Jersey with Mr, CLarpy. 
. Faris with Mr. Rosx. 
The following pairs were announced for this day: 
Mr. Evans with Mr. Cox. 
. Harmer with Mr. Bartuiett of New York. 
. ARNOLD with Mr. Russe. of Georgia. 
. REYBURN with Mr. Moszs. 
. GAMBLE with Mr. McGuire. 
. Coppine with Mr. CROWLEY. 
. APSLEY with Mr. PatTErRson. 
. Pirney with Mr. BoaTtNner. 
. McCataof Massachusetts with Mr. Suaw. 
Mr. CLARDY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to vote on this question. 
The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman present when his name 
should have been called, and failed to hear it? 
Mr. CLARDY. I can notsayastothat. I came in justasmy 
name was Galled. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair can not, under the rule, éntertain 
the gentleman's request. 
The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
HANNAH R. QUINT. 


The nextunfinished business.on the Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
6792) granting a pension fo Hannah R. Quint, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation. 

The SPEAKER. This bill was laid aside at the last session for 
the consideration of such business, on the demand for itsengross- 
ment. The engrossed bill is now before the House. 

Mr. ERDM I move to recommit this bill. This isa double 
divorce case. 

Mr. PICKLER. Is a motion in order ‘to lay on the ‘table ‘the 
motion to recommit? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Theen bill will be read. 

The was read at*length. 

Mr. ERDMAN. While I understand ‘that this motion is not 
debatable, I ask unanimous-consent that the report in this case, 
which was passed at the last session, be read. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentile- 
man from Pennsylvania? 

Mr. PICKLER. That was read in Committee o: the Whole 
and fully discussed. I object. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Erpmawn to -re- 
commabtieteall; the Housedivided; and there were—ayes 34, noes78. 

So the motion was rejected. 

oa — I demand the previous question on the passage 
of the 


in ep tae question wasordered, under the operation of which 
e 


as passed. 
On motion of Mr. PICKLER, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


WILLIAM P. BUCKMASTER. 


The next unfinisked business on the‘Calendar was the bill (8. 
90) for the relief of William P. Buckmaster. 

The SPEAKER. The committee recommend that this bill be 
substituted for House bill No. 8950, and thatit do lie on the table. 

Mr. JOY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to move thatthe consideration 
of this matter be passed over until the next private-bill day, re- 
taining its place on the Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. It would require unanimous consent. 

Mr. JOY. I make that request, Mr. § I will state - 
reference to this that the gentleman who took the o 
consents that it may go over. I wanttofind some other ‘exo 
taining to it before final action is taken by the House. 

The SPEAKER. is there objection to the request of the gemtle- 
man from Missouri, that the consideration of this bill go over 
. until the next private bill day? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
CAPT. FRANCIS A. BEUTER. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
71) for the relief of Capt. Francis A. Beuter. 

—_ bill was read at h. een 

€ question being on the engressment an reading of the 
bill, it was ordered ‘to be engrossed and read a third time; and it 
‘was accordingly read‘the third time, and passed. 


On motion of Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire, a motion to 
reconsider the last vote was laid on the table. 
JOHN A. LYNCH. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8075) for the relief of John A. Lynch. 


The bill yee See 
Mr. LOUD. cher, ishould like tosk if this bill is sub- 
; tin the House. 


- ‘The 
Mr. LOUD. Well, Mr. Speaker, I will offer an amendment to 
the amount carried in 


strike out “< $9 466.49," ‘the bill,and insert in 
lien thereof ‘+ $1,666.49.” 


I understand this will not be o! the friends of the 
measure, and while I donot think the applennt i en entitled to more 
than $1, 240. 38, which was the amount understand- 
ing that the friends of theseaoure will not raise any objection to 


eps ie ee I offer that 
‘The Clerk will report the amendment, 
follows: 


h the House wiil 
SPEAKER. 
a a read as 


line 6, strike out the words “two thousand Sota eects ts 
adiias and forty-nine cents,” und in insert in lieu thereof the 
thousand six hundred and sixty-six dollarsand forty-nine 


The amendment was agreed to 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was sccesdindaestinioe teaeetleahs and passed. 
JAMES STEWART. 
The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. RB. 
897 a relief of James Stewart. —_ 
the third time, and 
On motion of Mr. BRO. , a motion to 
‘vote ‘was laid on the table. 
URIAH ANDRICES. 
The next unfinished business.on the Calendar was the bill 
1948) to grant a to Uriah Andricks, late 
nois Volunteer 
The bill was read at 


The sees recommended by the Committee of the Whole 


— 

ICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer another amend- 
Beja out all after the word “ ” in line 8, and 
neat te thereof the words ‘tin lieu of the pension he is 
now 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment. 


‘The Clerk read as follows: 


R, 
Sli- 


In line 8 strike out the the words for loss of hearing 
—_, and inser’ in low therect time words “in bead 


“The amendment was agreed to 
The bill as amended was ordered to ‘be engrossed and read a 
third time; =a it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
EMELINE FILGATE. 
The next unfinished business on the Calendar was ‘the bill (8. 


er ne 


JAMES L. WING. 
The next unfinished business on the Ca‘endar was the bill (H. R. 
8481) granting a pension to James L. Wing. 
The bill was read at 
ts recommended by the Committee of the Whole 


"The bill nea. as amended Se eee 
third time; and it was accordingly read thethird time, and 
ADELAIDE MORRIS. \ 
The next unfinished business on ‘the Calendar was the bill (3. 
granting an increase of pension to Adelaide Morris. 


757 

The bill bill was read at 

The amendments by the Committee of the Whole 
were read. 

The ee fae Prtenaer ser ml a omy a 
~ | striking out oe inserting “ twenty-five,” was 
be substituted in both places. 


Mr. PICKLER. That was the intention of the House commit- 


tee. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on 
en ‘* twenty-five” for «“Gitty” wherever the fifty” 


Mr. Mr. PICKLER, It so in, the Senate Bil. It is stricken 
out in both places in the ‘the “twenty-five” is in 


The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to a third reading; aul tiwas 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
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JANE CHRISTIAN MARYE. NAYS—53. 
Allen, Miss. De Witt, McCulloch, Swanson, 
Thenext unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. E ateenetin enti Talbert, 
5902) granting a pension to Jane Christian Marge, with amend- — Erdman, Melaurin, Tate. 
ments. rison, . erry, 
The amendmenis recommended by the Committee of the Whole | #32 Howard, oti, aa, Se 
were berg, —" W 
Tee Uh ane amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third Glardy : it. Dertiston. we 6 
reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third Loud. Richardson, Woodard 
time, and Cooper, Tex. Maddox, Sayers, Yoakum.’ 
The title of the bill was amended so as to read: “A bill grant- | Cox. : Stokes, 
ing a pension to Jane Christian Marye.” De Armond, McCreary, Ky. Strowd, N.O. 
IRA HARRIS. pes PRESENT AND ANSWERING—11. 
The next unfinish business Calendar was Canno: K veill, 
wit) ne a wn to Ira a e Tex. Clarke, Ala Moca, Tenn. Spalding. 
tan oan to a third reading; and it was accordingly , Cooper, We. aorwe, 
send the third time, and a 
The SPEAKER. W the bill H. R. 519, on the | Abbott. Gate. jinting, a 
same subject, will lie on =< = e. Aitken," Dayton, Lewis, Russell, Ga. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. Aldrich, mL Denny Linton, | Sauerhering, 
> + annon, 
FREDERICA A. DRISCOLL. rel Pa. Faris, Londenslager, Shaw, 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H.R. | Arnold, R.L aeagcreld, ab speeere 
4655) granting a pension to Frederica A. Driscoll. very. Griswold, McC Smith, Mich. 
The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole Baboock, Groavencr, McCormick, aoe. . 

were Baker, N. H. Hadley McEwan, Sorg, 

The fan as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third _— . oo. = — Spencer, 
Se Ae SE SAGE "th ann nenscinahe vat oe Gicd Bartlett, N. Y. Harris, Miles, Stable 
time, an passed. Beach, i en, ngs, 

LAURETTA 8. PRINCE. Black N.Y Hendrick” Miner, N. ¥. Pere Ew 
The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H.R. | Boatner, Hitt, Mondell, Tayler, 
2620) to place the name of Lauretta S. Prince on the pension roll, | B72... 4 aoe Monat’ aD. 
with amendments. Catechin; Huling, Mozley. Tucker, 
The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole | Chickering, Hutcheson, New innda, Tyler, 

were read. 7 Johnson,Ind ‘Parker —" 

wr. PICKLER. Mr. Coe I demand the previous rou in this cae, Jones, Patters Warner. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I desire to move an amendment ic Fla. Kem, Pitney, Ween. Ind 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Dakota asks the | Gowen: Kulp, Reyburn, Williaues 
previous question. Crowley, Lawson, Robertson, La. Wilson. Idaho 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the | Crump, Lefever, Robinson, Pa. Wilson, Ohio. 

ayes seemed to have it. The SPEAKER pro oe See Mr. Payne). On this question 
"ae ERDMAN. Division. the yeas are 171, the nays e yeas have it, and the previous 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 57, ‘nat question is ordered, a quorum being resent. 











The question now is on agreeing to 
will re the amendments. 
The k read as follows: 





Mr. ERDMAN. No quorum, 
The SPEAKER (after 


the letter “LL.” In the same line, after the word * 
word “danghter™ insert the word ‘ a ” 


The amendments were 


ment and 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker-—— 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
fleman rise? 


to be eo 
ay DMAN. 


will be laid aside to be 


over now, an order having 





it will be in order. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 








That will 






ELIZA A. FOSS. 






3499) eee 0 Rtn 4. Foss. 





the bill to its 
The previous Sseaation was ordered. 







JOSEPH PORTER, 









e anendments. 


In line 5, after the word “ Lauretta,” strike out the initial “ 
*‘ Prince” and before the 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. “The question is on the engross- 
of the bill. 


For what purpose does the gen- 


Mr. ERDMAN. Todemand the reading of the engrossed bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill has not yet been ordered 


mestion was taken, and the bill was ordered to be en 

I demand the reading of the engrossed bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Pennsylva- 

nia raises the point that the engrossed bill shall be read. 


Mr. PICKLER. A parliamentary inquiry. This bill going 
been made for engrossment, will the 
bill be in order as unfinished business to-morrow? 


That will depend upon whether 
the previous question was ordered upon the bill toits passage. If 
it was so ordered, it will come up at any time; otherwise not. 

upon what the Journal shows. 
aside for the present for the purpose of engrossment, 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R- 
Mr. PICKLER. a Speaker, I ask for the previous question on 


BR amendments reported from the Committee of the Whole 


_ 
The bill as amended was ordered tu be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S, 


1495 pension to Joseph Porter, wiich, as recommended 
by the Commitee of of the Whole, was laid on the table. 





















































The Cierk 


8.” and insert 










ossed. 







The bill 








AsI understand, 


The bill will 


and passed. 
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ADAM DENNIS. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4744) to increase the pension of Adam Dennis. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. tae: I move to amend that bill by 
striking out, in lines 6and 7,the words ‘‘ Manns, Bedford County, 
Pa.,” and also striking out the word “ soldier,” in line 6, and insert- 
ing ‘‘ private.” 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be gngrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

LYDIA CHAPMAN. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4608) granting a pension to Lydia Chapman. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to substi- 
tute for that bill the bill of the Senate (S. 1881) granting a pen- 
sion to Lydia Chapman. 

There was no objection. 

The Senate biil was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The House bill (H. R. 4608) was, by unanimous consent, laid 
on the table. 

ELIZA J. HOLMAN. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6308) for the relief of Eliza J. Holman 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

3. J. DAVIS. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2742) to grant a pension to J. J. Davis. 

The _———- recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were 
The fill cso as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and paased. 

MARY W. KEEFFE. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
905) granting a pension to Mary W. Keeffe. 

The amen ee recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were a 

The bill as ened was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


EMILY ELLIOTT, 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6855) granting a pension to Emily Elliot. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were adopted. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and pas 

The title was amended so as to make it read: “ Granting a pen- 
sion to Emily Elliott.” 


ANNA U. KENDALL. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
5895) granting a pension to Anna U. Kendall. 

ee > ate gg recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
“= 

*BICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I desire to have that bill amended 

bri arid in line 7, after the word *‘ volunteer,” the words “‘ and 
pay her a pension of $8 per month.” 

The amendment was agreed to 

The bill as amended was ordered to be en and read a 
third time; and oe engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and 

JOHN L. BRITTON. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S, 
1276) ting an increase of pension to John L. Britton. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 


BLUFORD REEDER. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2231) for the relief of Bluford Reeder. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were to. 
ota as ee was a to be : bey read a 

ird time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly r e third 
time, and passed. 


ALEXANDER M’BRIDE. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6282) to increase the pension of Alexander McBride. 

The amendment recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was ly read the third 
time, and passed. 7 

MARY T. YOUNG. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6900) increasing the — of Mary T. Y 

The bill was ordered to and ‘a third time; and 
eae Oe it was read the third time, and 


CHARLOTTE O. VAN CLEVE, 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (8. 
1883) to — a pension to Charlotte O. Van Cleve, widow of — 
Horatio eve. 

Mr. PICKLER. I call the previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman a South Da- 
kota moves the previous question upon the bill and amendment 


to final passage. 

The question having been put on ordering the_previous ques- 
tion, 

The SPEAKER pro tem The ayes seem to have it. 


=. ERDMAN. [I call for a division. 
oe oo again, there were—ayes 75, noes 1, 
o quorum. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (having counted the ponte i One 
hundred and seventy-nine ee res. The 
ayes have it; and the previous neg ordered. The question 


is upon to the 
r. ERDMA Mr. § 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. a ee There 
is no amendment pending to the bill. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Iun that there are fifteen minutes for 
debate on this question. 
ek PICKL This bill was debated in Committee of the 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands that the 
bill was debated in the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ERDMAN. The Recorp will show that there was no de- 
oe SPEAKER t Was not the report read? 

e pro tempore, as n 

Mr. ERDMAN. The rege “= read. 

The SPEAKER pro was debate. 

Mr. PICKLER. Tae like to tequine if in order, what the 


tleman—— 
"The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate is not in order. 
uestion being taken, et a ee 


DMAN. demand the of the 
The laa protempore. is is a Senate This ist is the 
The bill wa was read the third time, anh 5 
The next unfinished business on was the bill (H. R. 
5425) to ta heyey wie Santlews, lla Gen. 
Horatio P. Van re 


pore. This bill is a House bill, similar 
in ite provisions to the Senate bill just passed. The Committee of 
rw, gh bill with the recommendation that it be 
laid on the table. Without objection, that action will be taken. 
There was no objection. 
JOHN W. POGUE. 
The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4875) Bane 0 eee a oe W. Pogue. 
The bill was o be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the thin thane, and passed. ‘ 
JOHN W. BRUNER. . 


7040) granting ae to J an W Beaman Moot Gonpey 
ting a on 0} oa 

Second ent Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Hirst 

Regiment lvania Cavalry, and the United Signal 


e amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole on 

the Private Calendar was read, and 

The bill as amended was ordered and read a 
third time; and it was and d 

The amendment to the title recommended by the ttee of 
the Whole, to make the a ae ae © to 
John W. Bruner,” was agreed to. 

ELISHA B. BASSETT, 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8503) to correct the military record of Elisha B. Bassett. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. ‘ 
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MARION M’KIBBEN. 
"(The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 684) 
seranting an increag of pension to Marion McKibben 






















































RECONSIDERATION. 
PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the motion be entered 
ee and lay on the table in all cases where it has nob 
the Cah _ been made with reference oe the bills just acted upon on 


I demand the of unfinished busin 
Mr. PEARER pro tempore. igentisman fr from South Da- The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, that orden 
ota moves the previous question on Se bil and amendment to will be made. 
Mr. ERDMAN. 1 ee 
arth orotioas question was ordered. Mr. PICKLER. Then, Mr. Speaker, I move to reconsider the 
The amendment was agreed to; and the ates 4 amended was 


various votes taken on the bills just considered on the Calendar 
of business, and also move that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


exderel te 0 ud vending, teat read the third time, and passed. 
THOMAS J. THORP. 


an business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
pany £, Thied Ohio Val oe tee Thorp, late private in Com- Mr. MAHON. Mr. S er, I move that the House resolve 
‘pan ee valry. itself into pian 0 the Whole House on the state of the 
Mr ae dmen og hee questi = ~—— — eration of bills on the Private Calendar. 


to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Lacey in the chair. 


THOMAS B, REED. 


The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will report the first bill on the 
Calendar. ; 

The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. RB. 
129) for the relief of Thomas B. Reed. 

bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the claim of Thomas B. Reed, who served as ser~ 
geant, first sergeant, and ro lieutenant Fifth Pennsylvania Reserve Cor 
Two hundred and fifth P lvania Volunteers, of the Uni 

in the late war of the re m, for a balance of wages earned 
by him in the suppression of Set and during his entire time of serv- 
ice in the said Army, and not paid to him, be, and the same is hereby. referred 
to the Court of for due investigation; and jurisdiction is hereby con- 
ferred upon said court to rendera ju ent, irrespective of the lapse of time 
for the amount, if any, found due by it of the United States upon the said 


. MAHON. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I ask to have the report read in my time. 

Mr. MAHON. All right. 

The report (by Mr. ON) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 129) 
for the relief of Thomas B. Reed, report: 

Reed served as an enlisted man in the Fifth Penns 


‘the Whole, to make the title oo oe S pee te 
'Thomas J. Thorp,” was agreed to. 

SARAH A, ASPOLD, 

unfinished business on the Calendar was the til .R. 





time; and being read the third time, it was passed. 
RICHARD 8. PHILLIPS. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
sy Ba ber anne 9 8 ger tell gn ginal wa sone from 
the ttee of the Whole with an 


The amendment recommended by the committee was to. 
ond te ieentrecominendod bythe committee was greed to 























lvania Reserve Corps 
Volun United States Army, from June 5, 1861, t March 5, 1868, whe Ee 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. was honorably Guecharged for pecunotion end commissioned. fret outemha> 
MARY PELHAM. in said corps and se: till June 2, 1865; next he was commissioned 
th (E. R. second an — -ninth inth Infantry "United a pom guly ae 
The next unfinished business on the Calendar was e bill and from then une ae a commission officer 
United States Arm <u hole time h: ed ch issi 
4264) gran ree Seer aeons Sepecten area te Com- officer the following idiaie of Ine Were: Feakectively, in force: one 
mittee of the “That ev uniasioned officer of th the eine OF staft, exclusive of general 
The amendmen Se on the committee was officers, shall be en receive one onal ration 
and the bill as ae ordered one ee eres five years he may have served or shall serve in the Arm y of tl he United States. 






6 U. 8. Stat., section 15, 258, act of July 5, 1888 
“There shall be allowed and paid to each ccmmphndened officer below the 
rank of Leigatet quaerel, inclu chaplains and others having assimilated 
rank or pay, 10 per con t of their Sorrent yearly pay foreach term of five 
(Act a July 15, 1870, now section of the Revised Stat- 


a his services in the said intervals of time between March 5, 


time; and it was accordingly read the oy vbw seed 
JOHN T, BREWSTER. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
8884) for the relief of John T. Brewster, reported from the Com- 









a wes 
mittee - the Whole with an amendment in the nature of a sub- merely vos er officers of his © were generally 
an bev —— or allowed wine Weagerer in these two intervals of 
———— o! nie yg: ae a length ab ceees in the United States Army 

as an enlisted 


man. this reason me alleges he was short for his sery- 
ices aie Saving t these two intervals between March 5, 1868, and June 18, 
ae in the suppression of the late rebellion, and eae the pas- 


ati 


sage of this e sole object of = is to remove an table limita- 
= ie ones exists, or may cas te revent the Court of Claims from hear- 
ing and determining his demand in premises as if it accrued within six 


fd 


aon commutation value or price thus put in controversy of the one addi- 

tional ration diem for every five years of prior service computes to about 

the sum of and your committee, having fully considered the matter, can 

see no reason why the question involved should not be heard and determined, 
poms eee peeeene, in the Court of Claims. 

ould further observe that this bill nowise asks Congress 


rc 























an amendment. to Getermine the justness of this claim (which fe for a balance of wages for 
sesinniadnte’ Verte committee was to services rendered by a distinguished officer); it omy s asks Congress 
end the bil none: bill as amended ordered to athird reading; and read. Sn pe? Rraeneatty grented by it to the capitalists and prope claimant, 
the third time, it was passed. oe is“ os the t ne go before a competent sional and prove 
















his claim if he 
recommend that the bill do pass. 
Mr. DOCKERY. I did not catch the reading of the bill. Does 
it ———— the Court of Claims to render a judgment? 
MAHON. . No; it merely involves a question of law. The 
both Houses in the last Con ess, but not in time to 
_ the signature of the President. {It involves no appropri- 


tle a SHAUG. 


The next unfinished the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1018) to increase the eusion of Bonnett & . from 
the mittee of the an amendmen " 

Se enesaad a Uiemenniaieiand to, 
engrossed and a third 







The amendment recommended 
and the bill as amended ordered to be 
time; end it wan ancoelidigty read the third time, abd pessed. 
SAMUEL M’KINSEY. 
The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


4620) pension to Samuel McKinsey, reported from the 
a Cumatities the Whole with an amendment. 


amendment recommended committee was to. 
od Gath bone and eat ncaa 
time; and it was accordingly read the time, and passed. 


atthe bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 
JAMES BIGLER. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8318) for the relief of James Bigler. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit enna. etc., That the Sonretery of War be, and is hereby poteninn’, 
and directed to cause to be investigated by the Quartermaster’s Departmen | 











of the United States Army the alleged destruction and taking by the United 
States authorities for the use of the United States troops during the 
rom May 24, 1862, to 1865, of a certain property formerly situated at lers 
fils, Va., alleged to have been the Pas noo of James Bigler, of New . 
N. Y., and to have been used and beget by the United States troops. 
Such investigation to extend to the tith of the property and the incum- 
brances thereon, the status of the owner, whether loyal or not, the value of 
the property destroyed, the circumstances of the destruction, and whose 
direction, authority, or permission it was destro And when such inves- 
tigation shall be completed the Secretary of ar shall report the result 
thereof, with his recommendation thereon, to Congress for action in the 
premises. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I hope weshall have the report 
read in that case. 


The report (by Mr. HURLEY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3313) 
for the relief of James Bigler, submit the following report: 

This bill confers power an the Secretary of War to have the claim of 
James Bigier investigated ough the Quartermaster’s Department of the 
Army. to report the result, with his recommendation thereon, te Con- 
gress for its action im the pre 

The claim > nn es a. pro: en ne eae a - — > _ 

roperty at Biglers . Va..by Federal t y © peri rom May 

1862, to 5 fous. Briefly stated, the facts in the case are as follows: 

In the peng of 1854 claimant purchased 2,400 acres of tiniber land situated 
at Rippon Hall,in York County, on the south side of the York River, nearly 
midway between West Point and Yorktown, Va.; that immediately there- 
after he entered into ——— of said property and made extensive improve- 
ments thereon, including the erection of a pier and bulkhead on the river 
front; steam sawmill. fully equipped with the best machinery then known; 
flour and grist mill, also fully equipped with modern machinery; brickyard, 
store and tenement houses, barns, and Other buildings; that as the land was 
cleared off it was put in condition for cultivation, fenced, and a large portion 
of 2 planted ip pane po. . . ‘a = a 

That from the time too a until omer avo 
April 20, lé#1, when he was forcibly ee Saeko the Confederate 
authorities, Mr. Bigler did a — and prosperous business at such place; 
that all the improvements made by him were in excellent condition. 
and remained intact from the time he was thas vatil afterit was 
vacated by the Confederate troops or authorities, shortly before the battle of 
Williamsburg, Va.; that on the 4th and 5th of May, , Biglers was 
shelled by Federal gunboats then 1 im York River, and at the same time 
ite Ww. was set on fire by Fecderai marines, who placed thereon cotton sat- 
urated with turpentine; that said shell resulted in the total destruction 
of said mill, briewyard, pier, and bulkhead; that the destruction of theother 
property named occurred at different times between the 4th of May, a 

—, 1865, when Mr. Bigler was ae of the property by 
authorities; that during the period ie the property was in charge of the 
said Federal authorities, from May 4, | , 1885, the fences were 
taken down and consumed for firewood, the s, tenement houses, and out- 
buildings destroyed, the limber in them being taken by the Federal soldiers 
and uged by thein in erecting eet for themselves, and the peach orchards 
and vineyards were destroyed through being overrun by stock in consequence 
of the removal and destruction of the fenees which had inclosed them. As 
will appear by exhibits, when the Confederate forces vacated said property 
all was in first-class condition. (See affidavit of John Parker. ) 

Of Mr. Bigler’s oe there can be no question. He was born and brought 
up in the State of New York, and bas always retained his citizenship therein. 
Dur the late war he was connected with the Navy Department and was 
one of its most trusted agents and contractora. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the losses thus sustained by Mr. Bigler were 
not the result of accident or inadvertence, but were directly and wholly due 
to the deliberate purpose and design of the Federal authorities. Construct- 
ively it was, in the opinion of your committee, the taking or private prop- 
erty for public use, and hence within the constitutional clause w provides 
that ‘ private property shall [not be] taken for public use without just com- 
pensetion.” 

Substantially the same principles are involved in this claim as are involved 
im that for the relief of the heirs of Edmund Welt, which has been twice fa- 
yorahly reported by this committee. (See bills H. R. 7968. Report No. 1594, 
Pitty-first Congress, and H. R. 3833, Repert No. 488, Fifty-second. Congress.) 

On the question, Isastate bound to indemnify individuals for the da’ 
they have sustained im war? your committee invite attention to the following 
extracts from a report made by the late Senator Howe, of Wisconsin, to the 
Forty-second Congress: 

“Among the text writers. Vattel discusses the question, Is the state 
bound te indemnify individuals for the they have sustained in war? 
Sech damages [he says! are of two kinds—those done by the state itself, or 
the sovereign. and these done by the enemy. Of the t kind, some are 
done deliberately and by way of precantion, as when a field, a house,» ee 
belonging to a private person, is taken forthe purpose of erecting on 
a town rampart, or any other piece of fortification, or when his standing 
or his storehouses, are destroyed, to prevent their being of use tothe — 
Such are to be made good to the individual, who should bear 


the quota of the loss.” 

‘The same author speaks of caased by inevitable necessity, and he 
instances ‘the destruction by the a in retaking a town from 
anaes. [oe are merely ies aie Epes which chance 

2 out to the proprietors on w Q 

The distinction between the two kinds of isclear; one is the result 
of accident, the other is the result of design. sovereign, clothed with 
the right to make war, has the right to march troops.and tofireguns. Dam- 

es which are the result of such lawful acts do not constitute a ground of 
claim. But whatever property the government takes from its own obedient 
gabjects.for the more efficient prosecution of the war should be compensated 
for, no matter whether it be forage fed to the cavalry horses, powder burned, 
timber used on the fortifications, houses remeved to make way for such for- 
tifications, or houses destroyed to make them more secure. 

Grotius aaserts the same doctrine. He says: 

“Pie may in two ways ve his subjects of their t, either by 
way of punishment or by virtue of his eminent power. But if he do soin the 
last way, it must be for some public advantage, and then the subject ht 
to eive, if possible, a just satisfaction for the loss he suffers out of the 
common stock.” 

Again he says: 


to 


© spot 
cori, 


“ The state has an eminent rightof property over Se goods of the subjecta, . 
represent it, may use of 


oS eee , and even 
estroy and alienate them, not only in extreme necessity, but for the publie 
benefit; te which we must add that the state is obliged to the 


repair damages 
suffered by any subject on that account out of mt ean wl 
Ms. Willlans Whiting has discussed the sahject war claims with direct 


reference to the liabilities of the United States 
He writes with extreme caution, but even 


“Tf the of loyal citizens, 
riated by our 
ann te id tn pee 


- honest is 


would be w 
ein hell te coher eeed. 


the 
% 


~ J 
public 
on ne aes 
“ Public use does not require the 
It may be disused, removed, or 
hy Say Se OS ee pat to. a 
a bani oy em 80 located as toendanger our forts 
ofa river. To 


demolish that bridge for military purposes be to appro- 
priate it to public use.” 


Judicial authority is not less oxpiiat than that of text writers. 


pan nited States (1 N. & H. 

“Tt me otty bamelia iene 

and civilized states that governments are to just to 
the citizen or subject whenever private property is taken 


convenience, or safety.’ 
2 Rr 
ie page 115, Chief 


the U: States was 
to prevent it from 
vs. ‘ in 


Harmony 
Taney, delivering the opinion of the court, says: - 
There ore, without doubt, occasions in which private 

sionally be taken possession of or to 
the hands of the — enemy; and 


into 
Ghat iecreentba peat 
farsa ten in such cases the is 
bound to make full com owner.” corte. ie 

into ths bands of an a 


If, as the above ———- _ the 
pay for property to prevent a 
an fs 


a citizen destroyed 

ee the state 

from ng into the hands 
The uniform action of a has 

ge ody adionet oF the —_ declared by > 

recogni e ——— — variety 

wa and One cpuaienbnal Sain 

we any constitutional 

— use Sishows 
y the several States. did 

comnpuaanties: Se8 


A 


to the 
such relief to their citizens, who ma 
a oe requisite, ie it shalt 


and hereafter 
U States should make 
may be much 
mined 


: 
é 


versity for 

authority. They were d 
uired to make —— 

acmdent, it is difficult to see 

then destroyed by design. That act 
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of d cotton and the same converted into the United States 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying aside the bill to | Sekine up forty-nine bales of cotton, said. amount having been realized from 
Treasu 


be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


Sea i cx deaaetees Sal Wt eoleniaed te 
opens up a arge a 

nope of Met Gein it woul be well to have it pretty carefully 
examined. As I understand, it is a bill to give for 
the destruction of private in military tions within 
the theater of war. My understanding is that took in 
Virginia, within the field of active i that is 


military 
the character of the bill, if the Government ts called upon to pay 


damages for destroyed by military operations, it seems 
airs have a prett large expenditure to provide for. 

I know the case of Wi and M College is sometimes 
noted as a blah dot wind a guide utntinental case, and 


House, in voting Sacw gerry put it rather on the ground 
that it was. an educa institution, which, under the peculiar 
circumstances, should have special recognition. I was not aware 
that we had, with both eyes open, ever made an priation to 
pay for the destruction of property in the operations of 
‘war—in the theater of war.. 

Mr. DOCKERY. DolI understand the gentleman from Maine 
to say that this bill proposes an app of that sort? 

Mr. DINGLEY. It may be that I have misunderstood it, but 
—_ a rose to ask to be informed exactly 
what it 

Mr. DOCKERY. If so, it would seem to be a new ure. 

Mr. DINGLEY. It seems to me, if I understand it, that it is 
evidently a new @ Of course it may be said that the 
William and Mary matter afforded a aes but we all 
understand how that was through House, on purely 
sentimental grounds, and it strikes me that we must be very care- 
ful about recognizing claims for tha destruction of property within 
the scene of military 0: ions. Therefore I have risen to ascer- 
tain a little more tely what this dill is. Ido not know who 
has ch of the bill. It may be that in hastily reading the first 
part of t. I have not got the meaning of it. 

Mr. ODELL. This bill carries no appropriation, but merely 
refers the matter to the Secretary of War for investigation. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I know that, but it is the on wedge for 
an appropriation, and we have not done even that with our eyez 
wide open. We have not even authorized an inv tion, where 

a been destroyed in the theater of war,in the opera- 
ions of war. 

Mr. ODELL. I will say to the gentleman from Maine that I 
would have no objection to the insertion of an amendment which 
would preclude the investigation if it should be found to be in the 
theater of war. 

; Mr. DINGLEY. Do not the facts stated in the report show that 
t was? 

Mr. ODELL. No; I do not think so. 

Mr. DINGLEY. It was in Virginia, where military operations 
Were going on. 

Mr. OD . It may have been in a part of Virginia that was 
not in the theater of war. 
ne SWANSON. Portions of Virginia were not in the theater 

war. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The bill seems to be for the relief of a New 
Yorker who owned ty within the theater of war. 

Mr. DINGLEY. does not make any difference. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Certainly not. 


Mr. DINGLEY. I have attention to this without having 
read the report . because we must be very careful about 
allowi pe ene wee ee geen ee Seas 
in the theater of war in itary operations. we are going into 
that sort of business, then instead of an extra fifty million 
or seventy-five million of dollars to meet deficiency, we shall 
be obli to raise many times that sum. 

Mr. ODELL. Mr. , in order to time for investi- 
gation, I ask that this bill be passed over t losing its 


on the Calendar, so that this question may be answered. I am 

not familiar with the quostion m to be able to answer. 
Mr. CANNON. What is the request? 

eae That the bill be passed over without preju- 


Mr. DINGLEY. Ihave no objection at all to that. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


OFFICERS AND CREWS OF THE UNITED STATES GUNBOATS KINEO 
AND CHOCURA. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8294) for the relief of the officers and crews of the United States 


Be it enacted, say mony i the Preasury Hot otherwise approprinved| 
Solve @he seen sand own ot the United Se their rata 
Wasroct, being fer'eulvage mousy, taetr due wl sovuunt of saving ana 


eter CL LCT CL LL LLL LLL LLL LLL ALLL LLL LALO LLL LL 


ry. 


Mr. COOKE of Illinois. 
the report read in that case. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the gentleman that 
there are 88 pages in this report. Does the gentleman desire it 
read in his time? 

Mr. FISCHER. Mr. Chairman, this report itself only contains 
two pages. The rest is an appendix. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the report in the time 
of the gentleman from [linois. 

The report (by Mr. HurLey) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3294) 
for the relief of the officers and crews of the United States gunboats Kineo 
and Chocura, submit the following report: 

The committee find the facts to be as follows: 

In 1864 four Confederate steamers ran the blockade out of Galveston Har- 
bor, Texas, viz, Harriet Lane, Matagorda, Isabel, and Suwanee. One of the 
United States gunboats, the Katahdue, saw them and gave chase. The four 
blockade runners were in plain sight, but were too fast for the Xatahdue, and 
soon left her hull down, except the Matagorda, to which she got so close that 
to vent capture her crew threw overboard into the Gulf of Mexico o¥er 
200 bales of cotton. Ssveralof the United States vessels picked up this cotton 
and sold it in New Orleans; many bales were washed ashore on Galveston 
Island. The cotton picked up by the Kineo and Chocura, as soon as placed 
upon the levee at New Orleans, was seized by the United States marshal, and 
the following proceedings had: 


Mr. Chairman, I would like to hear 


1 


District court of the United States of America for the eastern district of 
Louisiana, holding sessionin the city of New Orleans, May term, A. D. 1864. 


New Orleans, Wednesday, the 27th day of July, 1864, court met pursuant to 
adjournment. Present, the Hon. Edward H. Durell, judge. 


[United States vs. Forty-nine Bales of Cotton. No. 7884.] 


This cause came up for trial. District attorney for libelants; C. Roselins, 
.. for claimants. 
en, after hearing the pleadings, evidence, and agreements, the court con- 
sidering that this is not a case of prize,butof salvage, that 30 bales were saved 
by the officers and crew of the U.S. gunboat Kineo and 19 bales by the officers 
and crew of the U. 8. gunboat Chocura. 
It is ordered, adjudged, and decreed, That, after Coe the costs and 
to be taxed, three-fourths of the net proceeds be adjudged to the 
salvors; that is to say, two-fourths to the officers and crews of the aforesaid 
gunboats Kineo and Chocura in a to the number of bales saved by 
each vessel respectively, and one-fourth to be kept in the registry for one 
year and a day, unless sooner claimed by the owners, and if not claimed 
thin that period the court will make such further order as the nature of 
the case ey require. 

And it is further ordered, That the registrar of the court be authorized to 
withdraw from the First National Bank of New Orleans the funds deposited 
in this cause by the marshal, for the purpose of distributing the same in 
accordance with the jud nt. 

True copy from the minutes of July 27, 1864. 


CLERK's OFFiIcn, May 13, 1368. 
2 


District court of the United States of America for the eastern district of 
Louisiana, holding session in the city of New Orleans, May term, A. D. 1864. 


New Orleans, Wednesday, the 3d > of Axgeet, 1864, court met pursuant 
toadjournment. Present, the Hon. Edward H. Durell, judge. 
[United States vs. Forty-nine Bales of Cotton. No. 7884.) 


It is ordered, adjudged, and decreed that after deducting from the gross 
proceeds, amounting to $26,737.50, 


The costs, fees, and charges heretofore taxed, amounting fo ..._.... $1, 788.07 
The judgment favor gun t Kineo for two-fourths on 3) bales..... 7,687.58 
The judgment favor gunboat Chocura for two-fourths on 19 bales... 4,837.13 
The judgment favor United States for one-fourth on whole net pro- 
a each an nres elena cinailis wien < fcacbtiuteinasonaccs ‘Gye 
Td canbe nd ans ecndbwdwewssunesece 6, 237.36 
Total -. 26, 737.50 


True copy from the minutes of August 3, 1864. 

CLERK'S OFFICE, May 10, 1866. 

[SEAL.] R. LOEW, Deputy Clerk. 

8. 

District court of the United States of America for the eastern district of 
nae, holding session in the city of New Orleans, February term, A. D. 


Court met pursuant to adjournment. Present, Hon. Edward H. Durell, 


judge. 2 . : ro 
[United States vs. Forty-nine Bales of Cotton. No. 7884.] 
On motion of John R. Goodloe, United States attorney, and on suggesting 


nee ith day of July, 1864, this honorable court decreed—( Recites Order 
©. 1). 
And on further su ting that the delay allowed has elapsed, and that no 
one has appeared and claimed said one-fourth procceds of the derelict pro- 
Ordered, adju ,and decreed, That the remaining one-fourth, amounting 
to $6,237.26, leas’ $6 cost, to be paid into the Treasury of the United Status, as 
provided by law. 


CLERK'S Office. 
A true copy from the minutes of April 24, 1866 


R. LOEW, Deputy Clerk. 
See ose. on the 2d day of November, A. D. 1888, claim was made 
to the honorable Secretary of the Treasury for settlement and payment of 
the amount claimed, to wit, $12,474.72, in answer to which the following letter 
was received: 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Orfice OF THE SECRETARY, 
; Washington, D. C., November 24, 1838. 
Srr: The t is in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, inclos- 
-> application of Charles A. Ball for himself and others for the proceeds 
of 30 bales of cotton picked up at sea by the gunboat Kineo in the year 1864. 


It from the presented in the case that, in a proceeding in 
the United Btates district court for the eastern district of Louisiana, at the 
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May term, 1864, in the case of the United States vs. Forty-nine Bales of Cotton, 
two-fourths of the net proceeds of the 30 bales of cotton referred to decreed to 
the officers and crew of the Kineo as saivage; one-fourth of such proceeds to 
the United States, and the remaining one-fourth was ordered to be kept in the 
registry of the court for a year and one day, and if not claimed by the c yn- 
ere within that period the same was to be subject to the further order of the 
court. 

lt also appears that after the delay allowed had elapsed and no one app«ar- 
ing to claim the same, the said one-fourth was, by order of the court, paid 
into the United States Treasury. 

The matter having thus been adjudicated by the court, and the money 
remaining undistributed having been covered into the Treasury, the account- 
ing officers would have no authority to settle and pay any claim against the 
portion adjudged to the United States, nor against the portion set apart to 
the owners and afterwards paid intothe Treasury without being first appro- 
priated by Congress for the benefit of the claimants. Under the circum- 
stances, therefore, it seems that any relief the officers and crew of the Kineo 
mnay be entitled to in the premises can be obtained only through Congress. 

The ne se inclosed with your letter are herewith returned. 


pectfully, yours, 
L. H. MAYNARD, Assistant Secretary. 
Jonn C. STARKWEATHER, Esq. 


1420 New York avenue, Washington, D.C. 


This claim is made under the prize act of June 30, 1864, which provides for 
the distribution of salvage, etc., accruing or awarded to a vessel among the 
officers and men entitled thereto. The act of June 8, 1874, provides for the 
distribution of the proceeds of prize money to the captors. 

The act of June #0, 1864, provides for salvage in case of recapture, and the 
last clause of section No. 29 reads as follows: “The whole amount awarded 
as surege shall be decreed to the captors, and no part to the United States, 
and shall be distributed as in the case of proceeds of property condemned 
as prize.” This became a law June 90, 1864, just twenty-seven days prior to 
the decree of the court which was rendered July 27, 1864, as herein stated. 
This being the case, said court decree is void ehoskuhaly, and the payment of 
the sum claimed into the Treasury of the United States is a wrong against 
these claimants, and should be repaid to them at once as provided by, law. 


Your committee, in view of the foregoing statement of facts, report back 
the bill and recommend its passage 


The committes attach horeto the acts of Co: s of June 8, 1874, and June 
2, 1864, and statement.of vessels captured and destroyed for violation of the 
blockade or in battle from May, i861, to May. 1865; miscellaneous captures; 
a adjudicated, from the commencement of the rebellion to November 1, 

$65; of prizes adjudicated to May 1, 1868, and ask that it be printed as an 
appendix of this report. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


WILLIAM B. ISAACS & CO. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1524) to execute the findings of the Court of Claims in the matter 
of William B. Isaacs & Co. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc.; That the Beoretery of the Treasury be, and heis hereby, 
euthorized and directed to pay to William B. Isaacs & Co., out of any money 
inthe Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $16,987, the same being 
the amount found by the Court of Claims to be the proportionate part oan 
ing, when taken by the United States, to the Bank of Virginia of certain gold 
coin taken possession of by the United States on or about the 24d day of Au- 
st, A. D. 1865, and which coin has ever since been, and now is, held by the 
Inited States, and to which moneys, by the findings of said court, the said 
William B. Isaacs & Co. are now, in law end justice, entitled as assignee, the 
said findi of the Court of Claims having m made ina proceeding and 
trial in court authorized by the joint resolution of Congres® of the 3d day 
of January, A. D. 1887 (twenty-fourth volume United States Statutes, page 
644), to be instituted in said court against the United States. 


Mr. CANNON. The report had better be read, Mr. Chair- 
man. 


The report (by Mr. MAHon) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1524) 
entitled “A bill to execute the findings of the Court of Claims," respectfully 
report the same and recommend that it do pass. 

he bill Paes that the Secretary of the Treasury shall pay to William 
B. Isaacs & Co. the sum of $16,987.88, the same being the amount found by 
the Court of Claims to be due to the said William B. Isaacs & Co. in their 
suit against the United States, No. 15607. 

The principal facts are these: Certain banks of Virginia sent their coin to 
the town of Washington, in the State of Geo: , for safe-keeping, and after 
the war, to wit, on the 23d of August, 1865, the sum of about Fioo,ov0 was 
taken possession of by the troops sent to Georgia after the war. The Union 
generals commanding in the South and in Virginia had given tothe claimants 

rovection and safe conduct of their money from Washington to the city of 

ichmond, and en route about the sum above named was taken possession of 
by the Federal troops, which was covered into the Treasury. 

A controversy having arisen as to the ownership of this specie. Congress 
passed a joint resolution directing the Court of Claims toascertain and report 
who were the owners of the coin in question. They reported that the 
of Virginia, whose assignee the claimants are— 

Was the equitable owner of a part of the fund in the Treasury, proportion- 
ate to the amount which it contributed thereto, such proportionate part be 
the sum of $16,987.88. Thé claim therefor and the right of property therein 
passed to and is now owned by the claimants in this suit, who are equitably 
entitled to the same. 

The remainder of the fund, being the sum of $78,276.40, is the property of 
the United States, the title never having passed to said banks. and the claim- 
ents not having derived any claim or title in and through said judicial pro- 


ceedings. 
BY THE COURT. 
JUNE 2, 1893. 
Tus it appears that neither the United States nor any other party has the 
slightest claim to said sum of $16,987.88, and that it is the rightful property of 
the claimants. Therefore, we feel that the Government is in duty bound to 
return this money to the just owners thereof, as ascertained by the Cou:t of 
Claims. Therefore, your committee recormmend that the bill do pass, without 
amendments. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 


DECEMBER 18, 


GEORGE M’ALPIN. 


The next business on the Private Galendar was the bill (H. R. 
1358) for the relief of George McAJpin, to repay to him moneys 
unlawfully collected from him by the United States. : 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Whereas George McAlpin was the sutler of the Eleventh Regiment Penn- 
sylvania Cav during the years 1862, 1863. leg er 1865, and was during 
those years required by the United States, at the United States custom-house 
at Baltimore, Md., to pay the sum of 8 per cent on the value of all o/ the sup- 
plies shipped to him arms yan within the lines of the Army: and 

Whereas he was thus unlawfully and unjustly required to pay to the United 
States, and did thus unlawfully and unjustly pay, sum of 36,906.13, being 
3 per cent On $230,203.29, to the United States, as appears by the of 
custom-house at Baltimore, .: Therefore 

‘tod $0 ony (0 tho untd Goange EARickasabbeb ony iemeaguts tne Seemiing 
rec to e@ sai c n, ou any moneys e ") 
not wtherwine appropr.ated, thesum of $6,906.18. . 


Mr. CANNON. Read the report. 
The report (by Mr. Manon) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1353) 
for the reliet of. George McAlpin, sutmit the following report: 

This claim was presented in the Fifty-third Congress, and was favorably 
reported upon by the House Committee on War Claims, to whom it was 
referred. 


After 2 careful investigation of the facts invol mittee adopt 
the report of the Fifty-third Congress, a copy the being to attached 
and made a part of this report, and recommend that the do pass. 

The evidence before the committee shows that said sum-of money now 
claimed =e paid under protest, and that protest was made at the time of 
payment. 


[House Report No. 52, Fifty-third Congress, first session. | 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2042) 
for the relief of George McAlpin, report as follows: 

This ease was referred to the ttee on War Claims of the Fifty-second 
Congress; and was favorably reported upon by that committee. After 
investigation of the facts involved, the report of that committee is ad 
a copy thereof being attached hereto, and your committee recommend the 
passage of the biil. 


{House Report No. 2186, Fifty-second Congress, second session. ] 
The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
for the relief of George McAlpin, to him moneys unlawfully col 
from aon iy the United States, iy yo report: 
Gosree cAlpin was appointed sutler of the venth Pennsylvania Cav- 
alry in November, 1862, and served in that capacity down to the close of the 
war, in1865. His appointment was made under the act of March 19, 1862, pro- 
viding for the ap tmentof sutlors for each in the service. 
This regiment served in the Army of the J: the State ‘ia. 
sutler he was required to purchase goct, he did mostly in city of 
Baltimore, from which city they were shipped through the lines to the point 
where the regiment was in ser: under reguiations such service. 
Between ths 3d of November, and the 12th of ce Mr. McAlpin 
perceres sutler's stores, posty in Baltimore, for in said act and 
e revised schedules provided for therein, and 
self at different points in the of V 
Suffolk, Portsmouth, Norfolk, Yor 
Furt Monroe, and other 
to the amount of $235,074.69, which were 
use at Baltimore. The amountof stores so 
tified statements from the custom-house at Bal 
Under the fifth section of an act entitled “An act 
collection of duties on imports, and for other 
* That the President. may, in his discretion, 
intercourse with auy such part of a State or section the 
are so declared in the state of rrection, insuch 
and by such persons as he in his" 
ublic interest, and such intercourse, so far as by him 
b tee bon ot the Teese And the Secretary 
y . 
Gaeta syah aiacate ch plan whens eamaeral 
authorized by law as may be needed to carry into 
and regulations, and officers of the customs other 
for services under this section and under said and such fees 
apt ncmpeanation sa axe now allowed for similar service under other provi- 


sions of law.” 

Under the provisions of this act certain were prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Seay, and, <7. $, one reference es 
transfer or clearing of sutlers’ goods threugh the i 

et seach entliate Ste ee ee i 

ons,” on as 2 

“ Permits will mearentet to sutlers op esos to ts sutlered 
by them such arti as they are au to sell the 5 per cent 
fee; but no permit will be ted to a sutler on presentation to the 
proper permit officer of original certificate sepiiase. the 
commanding officer of his regiment, cqantereened division 
mander thereof. and an application and affidavit in form 
Teneupartnien shall not be permitted to any sutler of any amount of 
exceeding $2.500 per month, nor for over two at one 
nor for any goods except such as he is by law and War 
allowed to deal in.” 

Trade regulation 42: . 

“ Fee for permit so to purchase orselland transport toor from such district 
other products, goods, wares, or merchandise, 5 per cent on the sworn in- 
voice value thereof at the place of shipment. Fee for each t for indi- 
ete — y, or plantation supplies on every purchase over $20 and not over 

, 5 cen ” 


Subsequently, on March 21. 1864, this regulation was modified by the Sec- 
ret « = ee follows: o 1, ‘s 

e forty-second tion, series of September 11, 1863, is hereby 
so far m Saat on ant citer a bat dan of halen oenen. 
tion permit fee on shipments to and from ’ districts will be 


3 ar cent instead of ey therein rye oe 
r. McAlpin comp with the rules and regulations relative to his 
eppcletnsnt and gener, em the rome and making 
e necessary affidavit to bring ail of the act regu- 
lating his a: tment and the 
ya 
Mr. McAlpin was charged 5 
ercenh the en charging them 
® regulation above men ‘or 
made was $6,906.13. 


* 


ape ven wach stipmen ts 
tie wastnt of sapauate os 
amount of payments so 
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Under the above acta of mentioned fees 
have. charged on sutier's such as were Mr. 
in the custom-house at timore, and therefore amount 

re bim to Government, to wit, the said sum of $6,906.18, was wrong: 
one ee as there was no law or of Treasury 

ut such co! bs 

"Y find from co.adduced before them that the said 


committes the eviden: the 
oun ous paid to the United States through the custom-house at Baltimore 
warrant of law 


Veen tee lao find: from the evidence addueed, that Mr. MoAl 
eine paid all the st tone andl taxes relating the office of army 
sutler, and therefore lly recommend the passage of this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thequestion is on laying aside the bill with 
a favorable recommendation. : : 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, is there anyone whowill explain 
this bill to the House? 

Mr. MAHON. I have charge of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania. . . 
Mr. MAHON. Mr. Chairman, the way I became identified with 

this bill, not ularly as chairman of the Committee on War 

Claims, was this: In the Fifty-third Congress this ol gentleman, 


who is not a constituent of mine, but who lived here in this city, 
called upon Mr. Wolverton, who was a distinguishe! member of 
that Congress, and myself and, after two or three hours’ consulta- 
tion, prevailed on us to bring his claim before ee ere We both 
investigated it very thoroughly, getting from the ury Depart- 
ment.and from the custom-house at timore all the necessary 
data to find whether this old man’s claim was a just one or not. 
He was then 83 years of age. We found him without friends. A 
kind lady, no relative of his, kept him at her home at Hyattsville. 
She took him there and kept him there three years, until he died, 
about two months ago. 

Now, there is no question about the fact that the custom- 
house at Baltimore collected the same customs and duties off this 
man that they would off a trader. The act of Congress and the 
rules and r tions of the Treasury Department regulating 
usiness, with the Army of the Potomac especially, 


sutlers — 
fixed what fees they were to pay. hey were to pay 5 per cent 
on all goods transmifted from the citivs of Baltimore or Phila- 


‘delphia, or other Northern ports. This old gentleman bought 
his largely in the city of Baltimore; and the paper I hold 
in my hand isa certified copy of all the 8 ae 
the custom-house at Baltimore, the kind of goods, where they 
were going; and the value of them, all certified to by the custom- 
house F 

Mr. PARKER. Will the gentleman permit me to ask hima 


question? 

Mr. MAHON. Yes. 

Mr. PARKER. I have no doubt of the particulars that the 
committee have gone through; but the point [ had in my mind 
was this: If this tleman paid in that way in 1862, 1863, or 
1864, under protest, did he not have the right to go to the Court 
of Claims or the executive officers and for a return of the 
money thus under protest? 

Mr. MAHON. No, sir. This money, some $6,000, having been 
paid into the Treasury of the United States without any warrant 
of law, and having passed into the common Treasury, there is no 
way to get it back to those it belongs to except by an act of Con- 


gress. 

Mr. PARKER. Is it not very common to bring suits against 
custom-house officers in such cases? 

Mr. MAHON. No, sir. The custom-house officer has paid this 


money into the Treasury. b 

aT When did this claimant first bring the matter 
up— 

Mr. MAHON. This matter was in controversy for a long time. 
George McAlpin was a ms man until there occu a dis- 


astrous fire in the city of St. Louis some ten years ago, in which 
every dollar that he had in the world was swept out of existence, 
and this claim was all he had left. 

Mr. PARKER. Then he did not raise the question of this claim 
until ten years ago? 

Mr. MAHON. He raised it at the time he paid the money. 

Mr. PARKER. How? 

Mr. MAHON. By a protest, which keeps his claim alive and in 
good standing. 

Mr. PAR . For thirty years? . 

Mr. MAHON. Itonghtto. Do you that the Congress 
of the United States shall refuse to pay .000 to this man if 
he can show beyond question that it was taken from him by the 

. oe of a Mage nay without any ee of law? 
‘ REER. the eman asking me a question? 

Mr. MAHON. Yes, oo; 3 5 

Mr. PARKER. Then I will answer it. It seems to me that a 
een ee 7 — to ie _ of war mye aye that he — 

ve to pay n r to carry on his business bl 
Oe een” “at rics to pa the tax. ni : 
Mr, IN. Iwill say to the gentleman from New Jersey 


that if years ago I had collected of him $6,000, and if. he could 
convince me now, even after thirty years, that I had collected it 
unjustly and unlawfully, [ would not only return him the money, 
but I would return it with interest if I could. 

Mr. PARKER. That might he proper, if I had not charged it 
up in my expenses and made profits beyond that amount in my 
business by means of the privileges thus secured. Sutlers, I be- 
lieve, generally added their expenses to their prices. 

Mr: MAHON. Thatis no answer. This man went intoa dan- 

ms business, and if he did make $5,000 or $10,000 out of it, that 
is no good reason why this Government should take that money 
from Now, there is no doubt whatever about the facts in 
this case. After a oa investigation by my colleague, Mr. 
Wolverton, and myself, and by the customs officers in the Treas- 
ury, we have become entirely satisfied that this $6,000 was taken 
from this man without any authority of law. The Government 
collected not only the 5 per cent, which was quite right, but also the 
3 per cent which was authorized to be charged up to traders but 
not to sutlers. 

Mr. COX. Let me ask the gentleman a question. Suppose the 
Government officers did collect that money and this man put 
goods on the market under the privileges which he enjoved, does 
not the gentleman think that he rr regulated his profits 
according to the amount of tax and other expenses that he had to 


pay? 
Mr. MAHON. No, sir. As to the sutlers in the Army of the 
United States during the war, the prices they charged the soldiers 


were fixed by the ofhcvers commanding the division or the brigade 
where they operated; not by themselves. 

Mr. COX. Dol understand the gentleman to say that this man 
sold only to soldiers? 

Mr. MAHON. To soldiers and officers. 

Mr. COX. Oh, he was trading with everybody, probably. 

Mr. MAHON. No. The law also provided that when a sutler 
delivered goods to a family to acertain amount he had to pay $10, 
and on another amount he had to pay $25, but he has made no 
claim. for any refund of that. 

Mr. DALZELL. Who owns this claim now? 

Mr. MAHON. The old man is dead and his wife is dead, but 
there isa son left who is a physical wreck, and who will be in the 
almshouse inside of a year if he does not get this relief. 

Mr. COX. I think this money ought to go back to the people 
who bought the goods. [Laughter.] 

Mr. MAHON. Now, Mr. Chairman, I propose to amend this 
bill so as to provide that the money shall go to this man’s adminis- 
trator and be applied, first, to pay this poor woman living out at 
Hyattsville, or wherever it is; no & took care of him and buried 
him, and the balance, if there is any, to this son, who is very poor 
and is a helpless cripple, living in the city of Tyrone. I will not 
take up the time of the committee in further discussing this bill. 
I simply want to restate that there is no question that the Treas- 
ben" of the United States has to-day this amount of money which 
belongs to George-McAlpin, which should have been paid back to 
him at the time, and I simply ask the House to do justice to his 
estate, and so I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, I suppose the gentleman and 
his colleague had ample evidence before them that this man was 
a sutler at the time this claim arose. 

Mr. MAHON. There is no doubt about that. Here is his com- 
mission and here is his bond. We have examined the case care- 
fully. He was a sutler, doing business and complying fully with 
the regulations. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Was there any evidence before you that this 
claimant made any effort to obtain the return of the money after 
it had been paid as a tax prior to the Fifty-second Congress? 

Mr. MAHON. Not except through the custom-house at Balti- 
more and through the Treasury, where they could not afford him 


— , 
r. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, this case may be all right, but 
it seems to me that after aclaim against the Government has slept 
for more than thirty years and the statute of repose has come to 
operate, for the very good reason that the evidence which could 
have been obtained at the time must necessarily now be in large 
= missing, we ought to beware how we entertain such a claim. 
© Government finds itself at a great disadvantage after the 
lapse of thirty —_ in presenting a defense in these cases, and 
where a claim of this kind has been allowed to sleep for over thirty 
years, I think that we ought to accept the evidence which the 
claimant produces with a great deal of caution. I merely submit 


this as a general observation and not as specially applicable to this 


case. 

Mr. MAHON. | George McAlpin offers no evidence here, except 
the evidence of the books and records of the Government and the 
acts of Congress, showing that the officers collected from him this 
money without warrant of law, and that it was paid into the 

That is his evidence, and the best evidence in the world 
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is record evidence. 
taken from him without authority of law. 
which I send to the desk. 


That shows conclusively that this money was 
offer the amendment 


Mr. DOCKERY. Does not the gentleman think it would be wise 
to send this case to the Court of Claims to get a judicial finding 
of the facts? 

Mr. MAHON. How are we to help the matter by sending the 
case to the Court of Claims? Hereis the law and here is the record. 
If we want to dispose of this question in sucha way that thisman’s 
ea children shall receive the money justly due him, 

e Court of Claims is the proper place to which to send the 
matter. 

I have no personal interest in this case, Mr. Chairman—none 
whatever. ut this old man was around this Congress for years 
looking after his claim; and the only reason it did not go through 
in the last Congress was because we had not then within our reach 
the evidence that we have now. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. MAHON. Certainly. 

Mr. CANNON. It is claimed, as I gather from this report, 
that these goods were bought during a period of two years. Am 
I correct in that? 

Mr. MAHON. The transactions commeneed November 3, 1862, 
and the last payment was made May 12, 1865. 

Mr. CANNON. About two years and a half. Now, I have 
looked over this report hastily. I am not sure that I am right in 
the view which I am inclined to take. But l ask the gentleman’s 
attention té this passage on the second page of the report: 

Permits will be granted to sutiers to transport to the regiments sutlered 
by them such articles as they are authorized to sell free of the 5 per cent fee; 
bat no permit will be nted to a sutler except on presentation to the 
proper permit officer of the original certificate “} ~~ ap ointment, or the 
commanding officer of his regiment, counters, e division com- 

mander thereof, and an application and affidavit ry oe prescribed. 

Now I ask the gentleman to observe this language: 


Transportation shall not be permitted to any sutier of any amount of goods 
exceeding $2,500 per month, nor for over two months’ supply at one time, nor 
for any goods except such as he is by law and War Department orders allowed 


to deal in. 
Thirty months was the length of time this man was engaged in 
this line of business. At $2,500 a month, $75,000 would be the 
limit of the amount which, under the regulations, he could have 
handied. Now, 5 per cent on $75,000 would be $3,750. The per- 
centage, I am informed, on most of this business was 3 per cent. 
But I wish to call my friend’s attention to the fact that he allows 
8 per cent on $235,000. I submit that this man can not be entitled 
to more than 3 per cent on $75,000, because under the regulations 
of the Department he could not handle more than $2,500 per month. 
a MAHON. Will the gentleman read what follows in the 
ort about other goods? 
r. CANNON. do not think that changes the aspect of the 
matter at all. 
Mr. MAHON. I call attention to this language: 
Transportation shall not be permitted to any sutler of any amount of 
goods exceeding $2,500 per month, nor for over two months’ supply at one 
time, nor for any ¥ Boods except soch as he is by law and War partment 


orders allowed to n. 

He could ship more than $2,500 of goods per month if he had 
Department orders to do so. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, no. This $2,500 was to cover such goods 
as, under the order of the War Department and under the law, 
he was required to deal in; but as a sutiler he was not permitted 
to ship goods to the amount of more than $2,500 per month. 

Now, what are the facts as they ap in this report? If, dur- 
ing these thirty months, he shipped $235, 000 worth of goods, the 
— over $75,000 was ship: not as ~ sutler but as a trader. 

oan yaa cent on $75,000 would be $2,250 

e AHON. Add to that 6 per cent, and see where you 
w 

Mr CANNON. The report does not pretend to add anything 
for interest; and the Government, I am quite sure, is not going to 
enter upon the Na of paying interest to an 

Mr. MAHON ell, let the amendment I have sent to the desk 
go through, and then I will offer another wkich perhaps will sat- 
~~ these gentlemen. 

r. DOL KERY. Two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars 
is ee whole amount to which this man would be entitled in any 
event, 

Mr. MAHON. 
the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


In line 4, strike out the word *‘ * said *’ and insert the words “ administrator 


Well, I move the amendment which I send to 


of;” and after the word “ McAtpin,” in the same line, the word “de- 
ceased;"’ so as to read: “That the Treasurer of the United States is here 
directed to y to the administrator of George McAlpin, deceased, out 
any moneys,” ete. 

The amendment was 


Mr. MAHON. Now, 


Pik I do not object to the 
amendment which has con 


suggested by the gentleman from 


Illinois [Mr. Cannon to make the amount to be paid to this man 
$2,500, because I thi Guat nenune ilk unemngie ve tatenanenrae 
this old man for the remainder of his life. 

A Memper. Two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars is 
the correct amount. 

Mr. MAHON. Very well; I accept that amendment. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, if I understand the matter 
correctly, the gentleman in of this bill consents that the 
aoe aoa id under the bill be reduced from something over 


— MAHON. Only for this reason, that this old man ought 
to receive something one, ptly —. 

Mr. DOCKERY. e have a reduction of about $4,000 in the 
amount of this claim as the result of a debate of ten minutes. 


Mr.MAHON. I claim thate dollar which the bill 
to pay is justly due; but Iam g 20 tale healt leek wether 
than go without 

Mr. DOCKERY. But the gentleman suggested that interest 
at 6 per cent be added. 

Mr. MAHON. No. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Now, sir, the Government has never entered 
upon the policy of pa interest. The a Tlinois 
has kindly saved the | ernment about $4,000 aa 
and of course if he is cnet with the amount left in 
the bill, I will not object. But I think the result of this colloquy 
between the gentleman from Pennsylvania and my friend from 
Illinois on gem the necessity of this claim to a com- 


petent court to judicially ascertain the facts in connection with it. 
call CHAIR e Clerk will eG the amendment pro- 
peans ba ee gentleman from Illinois CANNON]. 
The Clerk and as follows: 


Strike out, in lines 5 and 6, the words ‘six thousand nine hundred and six” 
and insert the words “two thousand two hundred and fifty.” 


The CHAIRMAN. Thereis an amen ie 
by the gentleman from ro {Mr. sg strike out 
the name of the party in the of 
the estate,” and the question will first be taken upon that. 

The amendment of Mr. MAHON was — 

The CHAIRMAN. The question will now be taken on the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Illinois, which has 
just been read. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I do not desire but a moment’s time. 

It is plain and palpable about this claim, as it is about claims 
of a similar character, that when a sutler got ea wee and put 
them on the market where he sold them, he fixed 
ing to the expense involved, including the cuneulne? scbich ia is 
now claimed to be refunded to him. 

—— if he sold them to the soldiers, and this added, 

are the men who paid the tax, and be relieved by 
ak action as this, and not the sutler. I do not think that 
this character of claims should be sent to the Court of Claims to 
ascertain the true amount. 

Mr. LOUD. Does not the gentleman ns = benevolent 
sutlers sold their goods without any profit wha 

Mr. COX. Oh, yes; yours did, no doubt. oan aid not, We 


id pretty high charges to them. 
PM e LOUD. | I understand that you used to get them without 
paying a es [Laughter. 

ell » we to 4 

ents this thing ought to be sent to the Court of Claims and 

let them investigate the whole matter. I wish to enter my protest 
aga inst oe is sutler for , on & Claim of this 

ich he collected from the 


Mr. MAHON. How does the gentleman know that he did? 

Mr. COX. Well, you do not say that he did not; and I think it 
is a fair assumption. 

Mr. MAHO The gentleman’s a is evidence of 
fact that he does not know “Solon eee ee Uae =. 

Mr. COX. Well, I was on the did not learn very 
much of them, ex cas we chanced to capture them, 

Mr. MAHON. © gentleman ought to know that the prices 
ot Gin ventnies Wielnotns dealt in by these men was not 
fixed by the sutlers at all. The officer “the division 
Sack Soe ee ee sutler had to with his order. If 
pordincrane Sunt grebwderr yey? ter, and the general 
commanding said it should be sold for 25 cents a pound, he had to 


Mr. PARKER. Can we not have a voteon this matter? Weare 
taking up more of the time of the House than the claim is worth. 





Cannon}. 
eee cieliiaink snus cate 
Mr. MAHON. I move that the bill as amended be laid aside to 
recommendation 


to. 


be reported to the House with a favorable 
The CHAIRMAN. The from 
ee a motion. ae 
. Chairman, a good friend suggested 
to me that we had better leave it as it is, because it may 
bigger, and therefore I will not renew my motion. I feel that 

is a swindle all the way h. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will call the attention of the 
committee to the necessity of amending the title in accordance 
with the action taken by the committee, and without objection the 
title will be amended accordingly. 

There was no objection. 

EUGENE OSCAR FECHET. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4488) for the relief of e Oscar Fechét. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit enacted, etc., That the accounting officers of the Treasury of the United 
States are ‘ authorized and directed, upon application made b 


to his 
di = atnaiplen of the deoist of the Suprem: Gourtot the United 
under on e 
in the Watson case, out of any money in the Treasury of the United States 


cerning this bill. 
Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Chairman, 


ee eS oe ae 
ollowing communication from ymas 
Genera! of the Army states the exact amount due: “i 
War DEPARTMENT, PAYMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFIce, 
Washington, D. C., December 14, 1895. 
oa: I have the honor to return herewith Senate bill 305. 


ber! to 10, 1864 <aich ines heote trom July) iden to 
; as - . 
pay 2 TH cod on ceased tecbanaht. Senedd Ande, Dns eee is, 1888, 


The amount to pay him under the within bill is $975.47. 
Very respectfully, 


T. H. STANTON, 
Paymaster-General United States Army. 
The Seoreraky or WAR. 


In aemuainen’ under the decision 
Quart of tae Uniek Menten the Ccieet bene ent dei ee ent 


The committee bstitute . 
ee report herewith a su for House bill 1140, and recom 


pay. it is im consonance with a deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court of the United States, and I do not dis- 
peat ceaenaess Sut will ventunete ress my astonishment 
has ever & man was serving 

Government in the Army during the time that it was paying 


this 
him for the educating 
Mr. POWIME, “Uniets enc oebalorty mustered ints thoservien. 


: 
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and directed to pay to Mathias ren a of any money in the Treasury not 
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Mr. BAILEY. I know they are mustered into the service, but 
I know that they are rendering the Government no service. I 
know, and every gentleman on this floor knows, that there is the 
greatest competition among the young men of every district to 
secure these appointments to the Military and Naval academies, 
at West Point and Annapolis, and it seems to me that the Govern- 
ment does quite enough when it takes these young men and edu- 
cates them at its own expense, without including the period of 
their education in order to increase their pay under this longevity 
























































Ww. 

I have little exyectation of defeating this bill, but I desire to 
— my disa —— of the principle of it. 

e CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying aside the biil to 

be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

The question being taken, the Chair announced that the noes 
seemed to have it. 

On a division (demanded by Mr. Manon) there were—ayes 47, 
noes 50. 

Accordingly, the committee refused to order the bill to be laid 
= to be reporied to the House with a favorable recommenda- 

on. 



























































MATHIAS PEDERSEN. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4310) for the relief of Mathias Pedersen. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 



























































otherwise appropriated, the sum of $300, being the sum unlawfully collected 
from him on November 27, 1863, by the board of enroliment, namely, $300 to 
furnish a substitute when dra for service in the Army, he not being a 
citizen of the United States. 


The Committee on War Claims recommended the foilowing 
amendment: 


In line 4, after the word “ Pedersen,” insert “‘late of Spring Valley, Rock 
County, Wis.” 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment recom- 
mended by the committee. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I hope we may have the report read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Dock- 
ERY] is ized, and calls for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. OTJEN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. RB. 4310) 
for the relief of Mathias Pedersen, submit the following report: 

e was presented in the Fifty-first Congress and was favorably 

oat upon by the House Committee on War Claims, to whom it was re- 


The facts of the claim are fully set forth in that report, which is as follows: 
{House Report No. 3011, Fifty-first Congress, first session. } 

“ The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (BH. R. 2062) 
for the relief of Mathias Pedersen, re as follows: 

“* This claim is for the repayment o 7. ther with interest thereon at 
6 per cent per annum. amounting in to The $300 was collected from 
the claimant by the board of enrollment on Noveimber 27, 1863, to furnish a 
substitute when drafted forservice in the Army, the receipt for which accom- 

this report. Evidence is submitted showing the claimant to be a na- 

ve of Norway; that he came to the United States and located in the State 
nsin in the month of June, 1860, when 21 years of age. It is shown 
that that the claimant was drafted into the service of the United States 

the town of Spring Valley, Rock County, Wis., on November 12, 1863, 
r tosecure his release he was obliged to pay tothe board of enroll- 
t the sum of . 
t is further shown that the claimant was exempt from military service at 
the time he was drafted and at the time he paid the $300, on the ground that 
he was then the subject of a foreign Government, and that he did not declare 
his intention of becoming a citizen of the United States until October 17, 1364. 

* Your committee have considered all the papers and facts in the case and 
are of the opinion that the claim is a just one. Your commitvee, therefore, 

back the bill with the recommendation that it pass, with the following 

amendments, viz: 

“In lines 5 and 6 strike out the words ‘seven hundred and sixty-eight’ and 
insert the words ‘ three hundred,’ and in line LI strike out all after the word 
_ tes." ” 


iu 


“ 


—= 


Your committee recommend the passage of the bill with the following 
ent: 
we line 4, after “Pedersen,” insert “late of Spring Valley, Rock County, 
~~” 


Mr. RAY. Mr. Chairman, I should like to make an inquiry of 
the chairman, or of some member of the committee who is familiur 
with this bill, in regard to it. It seems to me rather strange that 
aman should have been drafted into the service of the United 
States, away back in 1862, and that he should be forced to pay 
$300, and that nothing should be said about it until 1896. And I 
should like to know whether or not the evidence shows that this 
man presented to the hoard of enrollment the fact that he was not 
a citizen of the United States. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. I am unable to say whether the evidence 
shows that fact or not. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I submit that 
the House should have the opportunity to hear what is being said. 
We can not hear the remarks which gentiemen are making. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will be in order. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Mr. Chairman, [ am unable to state 
whether the evidence shows the fact suggested by the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Ray] or not. It is two years since I exam- 
ined the evidence; but I know that this claimant has been 
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besieging Congress for some sessions. I know that he was here 
in the Fifty-first Congress. Whether he was here before that or 
not, | am unable to state from personal knowledge. 

I am personally acquainted with this man. He was drafted 
shortly after he came to this country from Norway. He was an 
ignorant man and he paid the $300 substitute money and went on 
about his business. He lived in a Norwegian settlement, among 
foreigners. He lives there now, and probably he did not have 
much information on the subject for sometime. That is all I can 
state about it personally. Theevidence shows that he was drafted 
and paid the commutation money, that he was not a citizen of 
= United States, and that he had only recently immigrated from 

orway. 

Mr. RAY. Well, he was enjoying all the benefits of our Govern- 
ment, and has continued to do so ever since. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. That is true, and he has been bearing all 
its burdens that were lawfully placed upon him, the same as the 
gentleman from New York and myself. 

Mr. RAY. The simple point is that at thac time he had not 
been naturalized. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. He was not a citizen. 

Mr. RAY. But he had come here intending to make this his 
home and to become a citizen. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. No, there is no evidence of that. 

Mr. RAY. Well, he has remained ever since. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Yes, he kas remained ever since. The 
fact is that the money was taken from him without authority of 
law and appropriated by the Government, and he simply asks the 
Government to restore it to him after thirty-four years, without 
interest. 

Mr. RAY. Well, he seems to have paid the money cheerfully 
and without objection at that time. 

Mr. OTJEN. Mr. Chairman, I made this report, and I should 
like—— 

Mr. DALZELL. Do I understand that this bill carries interest 
on that $300? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Not at all. 

Mr. DALZELL. I should like to ask my friend, who has been 
a member of this House for a great many years, if he knows of a 
single precedent for the passage of any such act as this? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Fen: there was one passed last session by 
this House, I remember distinctly.’ I can not remember the name, 
but it was brought up by unanimous consent and paszed the 
House. There can be no reason against the passage of. the bill. 
The Government of the United States by force took from this man 
$800, which it has, and it has never returned it. 

Mr. DALZELL. Why, he certainly paid $300 to avoid the 
draft, and the Government paid it out for a substitute. 

Mr. OTJEN. Let meanswerthatstatement. As I understand 
the evidence, at the time he was drafted and paid this money this 
board assured him that he could get this money refunded later 
on, but that it was necessary for him to pay this money in order 
to avoid the draft. 

Mr. DALZELL. Well, does ‘‘later on” mean thirty years after? 

Mr. OTJEN. I understand he has been here for more than 
twenty years. I am soinformed by the clerk of the Committee on 
War Claims. It is not an unusuai thing that men were 
who were not citizens of the country, and there have been more 
bills than this to refund money where they had paid the draft 
money. The fact is,that he paid the money to this board; that 
he did not declare his intention until a year afterwards to become 
@ citizen of the United States; that he was not a citizen of the 
United States at the time he was drafted; and so, of course, he is 
entitled to have his money back. 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. RAY. Now, Mr. Chairman, I believe I have the floor. Do 
I understand the gentleman to say that the evidence before the 
committee shows that the board of enrolment, knowing the fact 
that this man was not a citizen of the United States; that he was 
not subject to the law; that he was not liable to be drafted, and 
knowing that, if that was the fact, they would be taking his money 
illegally. insisted upon his paying it in order that he might escape 
the draft? 

Mr. OTJEN. I can not say that the board of enrollment knew 
that he was nota citizen. I can only say that from the evidence 
it appeared that the board stated if he was not a citizen he could 
have this money refunded. They, of course, would have no direct 
evidence showing that he was a citizen or not a citizen. and for 
that reason they advised him to pay this money, which he could 
have refunded if it was correct that he was not a citizen. 

Mr. RAY. Now, Mr. Chairman. it is perfectly plain from the 
gentleman's statement that, at the time he recites the question 


was before the board, this man was not subject to military duty, 


not subject to the draft, and that they passed upon the matter, or 
that they had it under consideration and insisted upon his paying 
the money, and he did pay it to escape the draft. And now, in 
the year 1836, he comes before this Congress with a claim to refund 


that money. It strikes me this is a most remarkable case. 


man the néxt year declared his 
the United States; two years later he did become a citizen of the 
United States, and he has enjoyed all the 
oo of a me ne yo from a are to go 
t le time an y every man back money he 
paid, as in instance, $300, through 
the preservation of this country under the circumstances that 
then existed, we certainly will have our hands full—— 
Mr. DOCKERY. We have just passed a bill to pay a sutler. 
Mr. RAY (continuing). And we will have the Treasury em: 
What is that? 
Mr. DOCKERY. We have just passed a bill to pay a sutler 


$2,250. 

Mr. RAY. Iam not responsible for that. Did the gentleman 
vote for it? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I did not so vote. 

Mr. — Why did you not fight the proposition if it was 
wron 

Mr. DOCKERY. I did. 

Mr. OTJEN. Does the gentleman claim that if it was the fact 
that this man was not a citizen of the United States, the Govern- 
ment had the ge to take $300 from him and refuse to refund it? 

Mr. RAY. No, sir; I do not claim any a hoo 
strike me as a very remarkable condition of things ‘this man 


was compelled by ry Ao of enrollment to pay when he 
was not a citizen of the United States and not su to draft. 
It seems to me that the is this claimant. The 


ption — 

presumption is that the officers of the United States do their duties. 
And the presum is that at this time they did their duty and 
insisted upon this man paying this money to the Government, as 
on et that for some reason or he was subject to 

e ° 

Mr. OTJEN. In reply to the ——— I just want to say this: 
There is absolutely no question that this man was drafted; he 
paid this $300 to the board of enrollment; that at the time he was 
not a citizen of the United States; that he did not declare his 
intention to become a citizen of the United States until one year 
after that, and that the money has never been refunded. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, while this claim in itself is a 


fully in the face. Two gentlemenin my own district have applied 
to me to introduce bills for the refund of the commutation money 
d by them, on the ground that they were in fact disabled at 
he time of the draft, and theref 
= produce affidavits to establish that fact. 
ow, it seems to me that some things ought to be regarded as 
settled, even in claims against the Government. The ption 
always is that the officers of the Government, in Shaialegecing 
any law, aml ——. If aon there is = 
opportunity for appeal; there is an or a remedy a 
the time. There was 0 Ghanch See 6 vomede tar thin ease in 
the cases in which I have been appealed to, by pr ing the 
uestion to the Secretary of War. Nothing of was 
one, but now, after -four or thirty-five years have passed, 
eae ae aaa There are 2m 
of men throughouw country who were drafted, many of w: 
have now discovered that they 
who will claim that they are therefore entitled to have their com- 
mutation money repaid. They will be found in every district in 
after 


& 


: 
: 
i 
E 


the United States, 

Now, afer this: lew Das ses eee _—_ 
thirty years have elapsed, and no appeal from action. 
adusinistration bes been $ihen,4a% aah weeks inher nee diem 
stances, toassume that the officers of the Government did 
and that the matter is settled, rather than to go into the business 
of dealing with every little claim that may be here? |The 
difficulty is not about this particular case, but if dat a, 
open weg beak is aes ~ Eee this a ae 
a in the future by gentlemen who claim they 
wore drafted under conditions which made them legally exem 
on account of disability or some other reason. ce gg to 


warn members that they are upa 
by entertaining these cases t to be considered as having 
been settled long ago, and I do not that we ought to do it. 
Unless we are going to fight the war over again and examine every 
individual case that comes up after the of thirty-four years, 
we had better consider some things as ed. 

I know there is a tenden 









1896. 


—_—_—_———— 


For this reason it seems to me—and I speak simply from observa- 
tion of what has taken place in this body during my connection 
OTe cide Wie soancds #1 cccmen $0 ut that Siler & matter han 
as settled for thirty-four years, we had better let it sta 

settled, when there is so much t business to w 
this House to devote its attention. thee is a clear 
case, and there has been an attempt made a to year to 
right a wrong, which has failed, through some bility or for 
some other cause, it may be proper to reopen the case; but if we 
undertake to pass bills of this kind, we shall certainly make abun- 
dant difficulty for ourselves in the future. : 

. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Maine uses 

eaks of ‘‘ these claims.” : 

. Iwas speaking not of this particular case, but 
of claims of this general class. 

Ties petals tit thn enh telcty pros chambering ws the doors 
had these thi thundering oors 
of Sith war climes io that this nation, aalike other 

nations, has not accorded to its e who have suffered 
from the war the justice they deserve. hy, sir, after the Franco- 
Prussian war, after France had received that terrible drubbing at 
the hands of the Fatherland, France, with an exhausted treasury, 
a riated $45,000,000 to pay the losses incurred by the victims 
ravages of war, W r their woe had been destroyed 

by the Germans or by the French army itself. 

Mr. DINGLEY. at was immediately after the war, when 
the facts were all fresh and easily established. 

Mr. MAHON. I will come to that later. Take the Revolu- 
tionary war—and I cite tho illustration because the old law, 
which was laid down by a peo le who were heathens, has been 
invoked in the Co of the United States against these claim- 
ants, to the effect t the Government is not bound under any 
circumstances to pay a claim for damages caused by war, whether 
resulting from the action of the troops of the United States or of 
the enemy—take the Revolutionary war. After that war the 
English ernment paid to the ome of the colonies who had 
remained loyal to the n $48,000,000 for ro destroyed in 

t German Empire her war 


the war. Again, the 
to her people who ha 
ravages incident to it an amount sufficient to reimburse them for 
their losses. I admit, sir, that these th were done not simply 
because the constitutions or the statutes of those nations required 
Sonanne MUAE Wiaisoes to thn peuple who bel owere’ slle- 
i obligations e people who sworn alle- 
giance tothe national emblems; and you will find that the Govern- 
ments of those great nations have always carefully compensa 
the sufferers by war. And, Mr. Chairman, I believe that if the 
ee who oppose these war claims would read the his 
ose great European Governments, the doctrine of Grotius, 
announced three hundred years ago, would not be invoked in this 
Chamber against the of these just claims. In the war 
of 1812, when the British came up the Potomac River and burned 
the Property of American citizens loyal to the Government of 
the United States, in more than 300 cases, as I have found by an 
examination of the records of oe compensation was made, 
and altogether over a million dol was appropriated to 
le in that war of 1812. of 
er government has ever decided that when 
to his flag and his country has sacri- 
e common good he should bear that bur- 
den over and above the ordinary burdens imposed on other men. 
Mr. RAY. May I ask the gentleman a question? 
Mr. MAHON. Wait till I get through, and I will answer. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, do you know how much this magnificent 
Government has paid to these unfortunate people who lived along 
i line, extending 3, Gentlemen who live in the 
Pacific States or on the prairies, unless they were in the Army of 
the United States wy sy Heer Be know nothing of the suff ngs 
of the people along that line where the conflict raged. To 
the in those border States who suffered as ‘he people else- 
the country did not suffer this Government has paid the 
sum of about eee Bo Se 
. Chairman, no argument can ered vor of the Gov- 
ernment closing its against these unfortunate people. 
is any merit in any of these bills which come here—and 
about this particular bill—you can not honestly 
liability for the claim on the ground of lapse of 
claim is urged against a citizen by the Govern- 
can not plead the statute of limitations against the 
I have known instances in my own State where 
sian tok hep delionot Sdigetion that may 
years ny of 0 t may 
even by 3 man’s ancestors, to the Govern- 
States can be enforced against him by law 
lapse of time. ; 
conflict in 1861, and after four | 
which was submitted 





i 
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and 
the 
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ted | on fair examination, 


arbitrament of the sword, whether slavery should exist in this coun- 
try or not was settled. For four years those two magnificent ar- 
mies—one representing the North and the other representing the 
South—fought battles before which the battles of Alexander, of 
Cesar, of Philip, and of Napoleon “‘ pale their ineffectual fires.” In 
that conflict those soldiers on both sides showed a bravery and hero- 
ism unequaled in the history of the world. And, sir, when we had 
settled that great conflict with the loss of over a million men and 
untold amounts of money, this Government in 1865 came out of 
that conflict greater, richer, more magnificent than it had been in 
1881. Loneee! At the close of the war our Treasury was full. 
We rapidly paid off our national debt; and there was no reason 
under heaven why this Government should not have liquidated 
ye tak within a few years after the war, these claims which have 
or ocking at the doors of Co for the last thirty years. 
Gentlemen may think thatIs tooearnestly about this matter. 
But, sir, I live in a county which furnished as many men to the 
Union armies and sacrificed as many men on the field of battle as 
any other county in the State of Pennsylvania. That county has 
to-day within its confines as many men with armless sleeves and 
less trousersas any county in the State. And that county paid 
all her taxes. In addition toall the other sacrifices and harteties 
endured by that county, there marched over the territory of that 
county du those four years 280,000 men. When the question 
was the salvation of this capital and its great archives, and with 
it the salvation of the life of the nation—when the Confederate 
raider was within the confines of the District of Columbia—an 
order went out, at the instance of President Lincoln, that if neces- 
cog bry the salvation of this capital and this nation, my city should 
be laid in ashes and my county sacrificed. We are going to come 
here some day and ask compensation for what we suffered in that 


way. 

ow, Mr. Chairman, I repeat, let these claims be met on their 
merits. Do not plead the ‘baby act” by saying that they are 
thirty years old, antl therefore must not be paid. Examine into the 
merits of theseclaims. And if this Government has taken money 
from its citizens unlawfully or has sacrificed their property for 
the common good, then, in the name of heaven, the fact that thirty 
years have ela should be no answer when claim is made for 
something in the way of remuneration. The fact that these just 
claims have been unpaid for thirty ag is an argument which 
should appeal with sledge-hammer force in favor of their pay- 


ment without further delay. The time has come to pay them. 
ese ae é ' 
say, Mr. Chairman, let this bill be decided upon its merits. If, 


tlemen of the House think that this claim 
ought not to be paid, I have no complaint to make. Settle every 
claim upon its merits; but donot defeat meritorious bills because, 
although the claimants have time and again asked for payment, 
the Government has time and again refused obstinately to pay 
what it justly owes. eee] 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. r. Chairman, the gentleman who re- 
— this bill from the Committee on War Claims informs the 

ouse that this claimant has been here urging his claim since 
1875; and this statement is made on information derived from the 
clerk of the committee. There has been no laches here—none 
whatever. This differs from a case where a man has been 
adjud able-bodied by the board. This is a case where the 
board had no right or jurisdiction to touch the man atall. He 
was a citizen of Scandinavia, not a citizen of this country. The 
Government laid its strong hand upon him and took from him by 
force $300, of which it has had the use since 1862. That is a fair 
statement ofthe case. He was then unable to speak our language. 
He is unable to speak it to-day with anything like a fair under- 
standing of it; he can speak it only in such a manner as to trans- 
act the ordinary business of life. He knew nothing about our 
institutions. He came from a monarchical country that did not 
endure much protest from men upon whom it laid its hands. 

I am in favor of reimbursing every man who was thus wronged 
out of his — There is no good reason why this Government 
should act as a highway robber, and then at the close of a long 
a of denied justice plead the statute of limitations. Oh, no. 

is Government of ours we should all love and respect. But 
bow can you expect aman to love and respect a Government 
which robs him with a strong hand of his money; which takes, as 
in this instance, $300 from this man and refuses to reimburse him? 

Mr. CANNON Will the gentleman allow me a moment on the 
facts of this case? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Certainly. 

Mr. CANNON. It seems that this is a-bill to pay $300 unlaw- 
fully collected from Mr. Pedersen by the board of enrollment to 
furnish a substitute when he was drafted into the service in the 
Army, he not a citizen of the United States. Now, Iam not 
aware of any le; tion under which the United States ever sold 


the military service for $300 or any other sum. 
am the gentleman for the facts. 
Was there such a provision of law? 
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Mr. UPDEGRAFF. There was a law passed during 
which permitted a man drafted into the military service of the 
Government to pay the sum of $300 to some officer provided by 


the war 


the law, which was r ded as equivalentto furnishing a substi- 
tute; and in that case he was exempted from the draft. 

Mr. CANNON. Is not the gentleman mistaken about that? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. No; | think not. 

Mr. CANNON. I would be very glad to know what the law 
was, if the gentleman can cite it. 

Mr. H CK. Was it not a State law? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Oh, no; it was a Federal law. 

Mr. CANNON. I think not. 

Mr. HULICK. Let me ask the gentleman whether the law 
under which a man paid the $300 was not a State law for furnish- 
ing the troops of the State to the Government, or was it a United 
States law applicable to all the States? 

Mr. DPDEGRAFF. It was a law of the United States of 
America. 

Mr. HULICK. I do not know of any general law that com- 
pelled soldiers drafted to pay that sum to secure their exemption. 

We had in Ohio a law whereby a citizen could furnish a substi- 
tute, in certain counties and districts, but Ido not know of any 
statute of the United States authorizing the board of enrollment 
to receive $300, or any other sum, asa payment for the exemption 
of aman drafted into the service. It must have been a 
regulation: and if so, the State itself, if it had enacted a law by 
which this money was taken, should return it to this man, instead 
of the Govermment of the United States. 

Mr. DOCKERY. They wanted men, and the draft was to se- 
cure men, not money. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. If my colleague will permit me, has he 
stopped to inquire what right a State would have to take a soldier 
out of the United States service? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFTF. Mr. Chairman, I decline to be inter- 
rupted further. : . 

i will anewer the gentleman that there is alaw on the statute 
books, which he will find on examination, which provided that 
when a man was drafted by the authorities of the United States 
he could relieve himself from that draft by paying to the board of 
enrollment, or some other authority—I can not recall precisely 
what it was—the:sum of $300. W 
knowledge. I supposed that no man doubted it or was ignorant 
of the fact. It was.a law of the United States, and the States had 
nothing whatever to do with it. 

Mr. EVANS. Did not the money go into the Treasury of the 
United States? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Undoubtedly. 

‘Mr. EVANS. That is the essential point. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. That is the essential point, as the gentle- 


man from Kentucky suggests. 
Mr. CANNON. ell, it is very easy to produce the law if it 
existed. I think my friend is mistaken. 


Mr. UPDBGRAFF. I know that I am not mistaken about it, 

Mr. CHARLES W.STONE, If the gentleman from Iowa will 
yield to me for a moment—— 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. With , 

Mr. CHARLES W.STONE. Mr. Chairman, I hold in my hand 
the act of February 28, 1867, which recites, in its preamble, the 
Jegislation providing for the commtation of military service by 
the payment of $306, the payment of which sum weuld exempt the 
person drafted from military service. It also provides that within 
a certain time, i in the act, the persons illegally drafted, 
who were not subject to draft and who paid this sum, might have 
this money, so paid, refunded to them. It provided general legi 
jation on the subject applicable to ali claims which came withi 
its provisie up to that time. 

= the act of March 1, 1869, which is.a act for the relief 
of all persons who had been illegally ; not being subjects 
of the United States, or for any other reason not subject to mili- 
tary duty in the armies of the United States,and who had paid the 
commutation money provided for in the.act recited in the pream- 
bie of the first law to which I have referred, it was provided that 
they might have it refunded to them at any time within the space 
of two years. Here was a general ision, a general remedial 
act, applying to all persons who had such claims. That being a 

ion of law covering this case, fixing a time, in the wisdom 
of the lawmakers, within which this claim ought te have been 
presented, and that time having long passed, twenty-six or twenty- 
seven years ago, I think it incumbent u the claimant now 
not only to show that he was illegally , but to show some 
reason why, when the remedy was open to him, he did not em- 


before this House. 

Mr. CHARLES W.STONE. I will send to the Clerk’s desk 
and ask that the Clerk read the law coveri matter. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. I decline te yield further. The gentle- 


hy, it isa matter of commen | : 


it. 
Mr. UPDEBGRAFF. That would apply to nearly all claims- 


man has alr the substance of - 
tion which he makes will to almost every claim here. Of 
course, we understand very that this man can not now apply 
to the Secretary of War and get back his commutation money 
Sekely ee any a 
Mr. RAY. No; but under the law which the Clerk now has 
he bad years in which to make his application and in which to 
have the money refunded. 
Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Very well. 
Mr, UPDEGRAFY. Becanse hhe of ‘ais rights 
r. / . 
eoutaes ina wha 2 fensinnane en ail cies es 
—: our re and did not pron Se tg Ap 4 to 
e xshowing or to prepare an m to money 
back at that time. Tis petal tae aataee: atlas Weae. 


Mr. RAY. Now will the gentleman—— 
Mr. UPDEGRAFF. No. I decline to yield further. 
Mr. RAY. Let me ask one asa lawyer. Do you 


want to stand up in this that you would open 
the Treasury to the hand of every man who ever had a claim 
against the ernment, who was given to assert 


Government holds this $800 to-day by its hand. just as a 
robber ie See and it hots it no other 
authority under God's: The Government has an. 
It. had no right to takeit. It had no jurisdiction to touch 
man and him, by threats, to come and | this $300. 
refers Reacabagrabe eager opt m8 —— 

stain upon itse restoring to him wrong- 
fully obtained from him so many years 


by the committee. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The ein Seg ee 
be reported to the House with a favorable . 
Shai noes appeared to have it. 
On a division (demanded by Mr. UppEGRaFF) there were—ayes 
noes. 
. UPDEGRAFF. Tellers, Mr. Chairman. 
Tellers were ordered; the Chairman appointed Mr. Ray and 


‘t back the same with amendments and the recom- 
that as amended the same do pass. 
Reon oo Speaker, I ask that the previous quéstion 


The bill was to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was read the third time, and passed. 
The The hour of 5 o'clock having arrived, the 





The Clerk as follows: 
9582) to amend to 
4mae™ ) oe ro 


ey ‘That the act entitled * 
MeMillan,” received by the the President 


—— 
out the word “Infantry and ae 
that the for in said act be allowed and paid said Jesse Mc- 
Milan from the said act became a law. 
The amendment recommended by the committee was read, as 
In lines Sand Sea the words “date said act first became a law "and 


insert “8th day of 


bill? 
Mr. PICKLER. What is this? Is it just to correct a mistake 
in the character of the service? 
Mr. TERRY. The bill became law, but there was a mistake in 
ggg at — py 
PICKLER. ee 


Tho SPEAKER p a a ts ae gg va to the present 
consideration of the bill? Ae a pan ° os or game 
Mr. TERRY. I move the ado 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
a move that the House resolve 


ro, which belle the How Mr. Chairman, T desire to ask a 
which I believe the House take great pleasure in grant- 
when I state the reasons for it, and that is to consider now the 


from New York asks unani- 
of its order the bill 8. 2008. Is there 


up to object; but 


i , 
the it, isa that I 
have of, and I do not desire to luse my place. With the 
— that I do not, I make no ek 
n — - objection? [After a pause. ] 
The Cierk read as follows: 


MEP ota te em IG 


ea ol ube to the provisions 
= Seger s Ste provisions 
Sey Se eee rere as re 
CURTIS of New York. eee it is desired to 

know more definitely the services of Gibbon, as 
state adataeete 


breeders ome 2 I 
the committee, and that it will consent to the passage of the 
{Cries of Vote!” “ Vote!”] 

















Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I do notrise to oppose the pen- 
sion of this widow, but to move an amendment. I move that the 
words ‘‘ one hundred” be stricken out and the words “ seventy- 
five” inserted. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, I do think if my 

from South Carolina, could he know the circumstances 
connected with this case, the helpless condition of this aged lady, 
of her invalid daughter and two young grandchildren, and would 
revall for a moment the splendid, magnificent service of that dis- 
tinguished man, he would gladly withdraw his amendment. I 
appeal most earnestly to the gentleman from South Carolina to 
withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. TALBERT. I simply leave the matter to the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 

ment offered by the gentleman from South Carolina, to strike out 
sos hundred” and insert ‘‘seventy-five.” 

Mr. PICKLER. Who offers that amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Theamendment is offered by the gentleman 
from South Carolina Ani ee 

The question was and the rman announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. Division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 21, noes 22. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, it seems that there is some 
mistake about the count, and I ask for another rising vote on this 
question. I thinkif the House a understands it, it will not 
a this bill with a pension of Sia lt does seem to me that $75 

eee liberal pension. We attempted last session to establish 
like uniformity in the pensions of officers’ widows. 
womne ( CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman is not satisfied with the 
count, he can ask for tellers. 
i ‘TALBERT. | ask for tellers. 
nestion was taken on ordering tellers. 

The MAN. Nota sufficient number rising in support 
of — deraand for tellers, tellers ere refused, end the amendment 
is lost. 

The bill-was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill H. R. 
1490, which the Clerk proceeded to read. 
Mr. NEILL. Mr. 
The CHAIRMAN. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 
Mr. NEILL. I rise to ask for the present consideration of 
— bill 1061, Calendar number 511, which came over from last 
night on account of m unavoidable absence at that time, 
ar w ick I understood would come up first this evening for.con- 


sideration. 
The It appears that that bill was passed over 


CHAIRMAN. 
without prejudice on account of the absence of the gentleman 
from Arkansas, the question of order being reserved as to whether 
the bill is onc that is y subject to consideration at a Friday 
night session. The supposes that that bill would properly 
come up first, and the Clerk will report it. 


GRAY’S BATTALION OF ARKANSAS VOLUNTEERS. 


The bill (H. R. 1061) granting pensions to Gray’s Battalion of 
Arkansas Volunteers was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the eee. and - is hereby, 
authorized and directed to on the pension roll the names of all of the 
honorably surviving officers and enlisted men of Gray's Battalion 
of Arkansas Volun 
service @ the war 


, raised under the act of Congress of May 13, 1846, for 
uring with ico; and the names of surviving widows 
of such officersand enlisted men, subject to the limitations and reguiations of 
the peusion laws of the United States for pensioning the survivors of the war 
with Mexico. 
Mr. RAY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to raise a point of order 
against the consideration of that bill at a Friday night session. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman from 
New York. 
Mr. RAY. I did not hear the bill very distinctly as it was read, 
but from what 1 did hear it appears to be a general bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is a bill applying to one regiment or 
battalion. 
Mr. RAY. Mr. Chairman,I do not think it is in order under 
the rule which governs our action at these Friday night sessions. 
Mr. NEILL. That is the precise question that is to be deter- 


Mr. RAY. Well, I make the point of order that this bill being 
—— bill, it is not in order at a Friday evening session. 
CHAIRMAN. The Chair would be glad to hear from the 
gentleman if he has any reasons to give or authorities to cite. 
Mr.RAY. lam we pared with any authorities at this time; 
but it seems to me that the bill is not in order, according to the 
rule under which we are acting 
Mr. Chetieeen I will ask the Chair if it is not the 


a of gentlemen objecting to a bill to present their objections 
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Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I have no objection to this bill 
if it is in order, but if, as the Chair says, it includes a whole regi- 
ment, and if it can be considered at a Friday night session, then we 
might take up in succession every regiment or organization in the 
Army and pension them all wholesaie. If you can reach one regi- 
ment in this way, you can certainly reach all other regiments, 
and thus include the whole Army. 

A MempBer. Let us have a ruling. 

Mr. NEILL. I do not want any ruling, Mr. Chairman, until I 
am heard on this question. 

The CHAIR The Chair will call the attention of the gen- 
tieman from Arkansas to a ruling which was made on the 22d of 
May last as to this same bill. The bill was before the committee 
at that time, and the same point of order was made against it—— 

Mr. NEILL (interposing). Mr. Chairman, that was right at 
the adjournment of a — session, when it was utterly impossible 
for anybody to be heard, and I think that, in common fairness, it 
would be rather hard to hold me to that asaruling. There was 
no time whatever for an penne to be heard on that occasion, 
but I am prepared now, I undertake to say, with authorities, with 
abundant precedents, with a decision of the Speaker of this House, 
to show that my bill is in order in its present place. I do not con- 
sider that that action last spring was a ruli As I have already 
said, it was right in the closing minutes of the evening session, 
and there was no opportunity for a hearing. Now, if I can be 
heard upon the question of order, desire to be. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. NEILL. Mr. Chairman, this bill, I undertake to say, is in 
all essentia! parts a private bill. It has been so adjudicated and 
decided by the Speaker of this House. By his authority it was 
placed upon the Private Calendar. I did not putit there. I had 
nothing to do with it. It was done by the judicial action of the 
Speaker of this House. The bill went to the Private Calendar and 
has remained there ever since. But, Mr. Chairman, no objection 
is made to this bill, nor has any objection ever been made. Gen- 
tiemen have simply ‘called time” on me on one occasion, and 
that right in the closing moments of a night session, on the ground 
that this was a private bill. Now, I will undertake to show by 
precedents, by a decision of the present Speaker of this House made 
in the Fifty-first oN ae on a bill entirely analogous to this, that 
this is not a public bill. In that case the gentleman in charge of 
the bill was rying, as I am now, to get consideration for his bi 
and he supposed that it was a public bill; but the Speaker ruled 
that it was a private bill, and on that ground denied it considera- 
tion. During the Fifty-first a a bill was passed to pension 
Powell’s Battalion of Missouri Volunteers. On page 1418 of vol- 
ume 26 of the Statutes at Large there is found t 
chapter 568: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secreta’ 
authorized and directed 


enactment, 


of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

to place on the a roll the names of all of tts 

honorably dischar, officers and enlisted men ef Powell's Bat- 

talion of Missouri Mounted Volunteers, raised under the act of 

May 13, 1846, for service during the war with Mexico; s : 

surviving widows of such officers and enlisted Ee subject to the limitations 

and tions of the pension laws of the United 

survivors of the war with Mexico. 
Approved March 8, 1891. 


This is printed among the private acts of that session, not 
among the public acts. 

But, Mr. , the bill for pensioning Powell’s Battalion 
has a history. It was introduced in the Senate by Mr. Mander- 
son, Senator from Nebraska. 

Mr. PICKLER. I trust the gentleman from Arkansas will 
finish his ar ent as soon as possible, 

; Mr. NEILL. I will proceed whenever the Chair appears to be 
istening. 

Mr. PICKLER. This bill has been ruled out of order two or 
three different times. 

Mr. NEILL. Whenever the Chair is willing for me to go on, I 
will proceed. I paused because the Chair seemed to be occupied. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was trying to listen to the gen- 
tleman and at the same time endeavoring to examine some authori- 
ties on the question. 

' Mr, NEILL. Well, [have the authorities here. Iask the Chair 
to indulge me a moment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair asks the attention of the com- 
mittee a moment. The Chair finds that on the 22d of last May 
this identical bill was brought before the committee. At that 
time the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HepBurRN] was in the Chair. 
A point of order was made upon the bill by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Payye], and the point of order was sustained. 

Now, the Chair is inclined to think that if this question had 
not been already adjudicated this should be held to be a private 

Mr. NEILL. Right on that aie a word. 

The C . That it should be held to be a private bill 
because it applies to a specific battalion or regiment—not toa 
class, but to the individuals in a certain military organization. 


‘Btates for pensioning the | laws 


While inclined to take a different view from 


z former ruling, 
e 


the 

esent occupant of the Chair feels bound by that 
. TERRY. Right on that t, I desire to call the attention 
- the ne rey sense that House “ —_ session of last Fri- 

y ni ec y unanimous consen my colleague ; 
NEILL} should be heard upon this question. r ia 

Mr. NEILL. That is in the Recorp. 

Mr. TERRY. I call the attention of the Chair to what took 
place last Frida — 

Mr. PICKLER. t is admitted, of course. 
Mr. TERRY. Well, then, we are not bou 
ruling, because it was decided on last Friday by the House 
that colleague should be heard on this tion. 

The CHAIRMAN. That he should be apon the 
whether this is a private bill; but the Chair does not that 
that changes the position of the matter. 

Mr. PICKLER. I t that, if the intimation of the Chair 
should be followed upon question, 
and d as a private bill one 

The CHAIR . ‘Yhe Chair, 
different from the former ruling, will take 
mittee upon the question—will submit the question to the decision 
of the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. NEILL. Will the Chair hear me a moment? 


that former 


Mr. NEILL. I want to call the attention of the Chair to 
fact that from the ruling made in May last there was no 
tunity to appeal or argument, as that was 
= ast moments of the si of the commi' 

e CHAIRMAN. That is reason why the 
opportunity should now be given to the Committee of the 
to determine the question. 

Mr. TALBERT. Will the gentleman from Arkansas 
me for a moment? 

Mr. NEILL. I will. 


Mr. TALBERT. Only one suggestion. 
House and the Chair are under a 


misapprehension. 
stand the object of the bill, it is not to at 
es aaa ee 
eo , asl un 
volunteers who fought, I believe, in the Mexican war be 
sionable, so that they may. come in and 
msion jaws and receive 


Mr. NEILL, Nota 
Mr. TALBERT (continuing). 


mittee of the Whole 
Stee es eee 
no 0 0 CO: 

it decided by the Comuntttes of the 
of the chair, inclined to hold that the is in order, 
take the sense of the committee upon it, 

Mr. oe Would it be in order for me to make a sug- 
gestion 


CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the 


outside of the class known as private 

Mr. NEILL. I will un to produce the of the 
poate er of this House in a case ‘‘ on all c this, 
olding that a bill of this nature is a private bill. If Idonot suc- 


ceed in d I will withdraw the 

The C . The Chair would be very glad to hear the 
gentleman’s authorities. 

Mr. PICKLER. I hope that if the Chairis tosubmit this 
question to the Committee of the the will under- 
stand what it oa to do, will decide the question 

o d be more accommodate the 


intelligently. N 
gentleman Arhanes than I 


authorities, there would 
question that this is a special bill, and no question about its being 


pees preltenne 
fnd I he could huve it 


order here, and it wouid be 
— A private bill is a billfora 
ual, not for a number of 













289: 


ies decisive of the question I will not make a single eng 

But in view of the eee + an rae Sa t 

&@ matter of construction entirely whether the word “ private” 

is used in the rule as meaning ‘“‘ personal” or simply in.contradis- 
tinction to the term “ public.” 

The rule under which we act seems to me to be open to a good 

deal of construction and contention; and my belief is that the term 
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ng sn pb meena map and, on the same princi- 
yoTERRY. Will the guatiemen elle-vmetoeds bind oquab 

tion? 

Mr. PICKLER. Certainly. 

Mr. TERRY. Wouid it not be competent to pass a bill—— 

Mr. NEILL. Irisetoaparliamentaryinguiry. I wanttoknow 
























who has the floor? ; pension bills,” as used in the rule, means *‘ personal pen- 
The . The gentleman from South Dakota has at | sions bills.” I am not prepared to say, of course, that that is the 
present. proper construction of the of the rule, but it seems to 
Mr. NEILL. I never it, me that the force and effect of the language is precisely the same 
The CHAIRMAN. gentleman from South Dakota has | asif the w **personal” had been used in piace of “private.” 
yielded to the gentleman from Arkansas The language of the Constitution, Manual, an 


Digest, page 488, 
sustainsthis view. Itistheresaid: ‘‘ A pension bill for the relief of 
a soldier's widow is a private bill, but a bill granting a pension to 
such persons as a class instead of as individuals is a public bill.” 

Mr. PICKLER. That has always been the practice, because in 
the consideration of these bills and in their preparation one name 
only appears in the bill, and none other. It has always been, as 
the gentleman states, considered as a personal bill. 


A if this proposition were| Mr. RAY. And the question is, Does the word ‘ private” refer 
admissible here to-ni then, as a all | to private individuals, or is it used in contradistinction to the word 
that we would have to do in the on In *‘publie?” It seems to me it is quite a question before you have 
would be to combine all of the t or nine hundred bills in one | finished it. 
single bill and them in pass them all at one time. If| TheCHAIRMAN. The question is as to whether the point of 
that could possibly be held to be within the of the rule, it | order made by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Ray] shall be 
would save us an immense amount of trouble, [ will admit. It | sustained. 


Mr. PICKLER. This bill is for a battalion. If it is a private 
bill, would it be in order, for instance, to amend by moving that 
the Army of the Tennessee be included? Would not that be a 
germane amendment, if this is a proper bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. A private bill could not thus be amended. 
A private bill could not be amended by adding the name of one 
person to that of another person, much less an army. 

Mr. PICKLER. There would certainly be no inconsistency in 


eee to a bill for the relief of a battalion. 
The C N. The Chair desires to take the sense of the 
committee on this. 

Mr. NEILL. Mr. Chairman, I have never yielde the floor. I 
thought I had the right to make an argument. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman stated that he wished to 
present an authority from the Speaker. 

Mr. NEILL. Mr. Chairman, I was ready when the gentleman 
from South Dakota [Mr. PickLER] sprang upon the floor like a 


heh at Rabtaioe. 
The - The Chair will recognize the gentleman 


Mr. NEILL. Mr. Chairman, I desire to have the Clerk read a 
bill which I have sent to the desk, the Powell Battalion bill, 
passed March 1, 1891. 


the rule. That is not what is meant by a private pension bill. 
This isa bill, and the statement of the gentleman from 
South Caro. [Mr. TALBERT] makes it clear that it ix. We lave 
Wie nein NEE peaions ees oe. Cie tree ween conten 
i iments from certain States; and eee eres 


| 
/ 


The The Clerk read as follows: 
floor. Chapter 568. An act granti msions tc Powell's Battalion of Mi 

Mr. TALBERT. I wish the gentleman to yield to. me only to . =u 
a or to ask question: may be a| Beit etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
general bill, is it not true that in its last analysis it becomes a | Sohorauiy discharged surviting officers ead enlisted men ot Powell's Datta 

ivate bill when applied to the private individuals who are the | ion of x Mounted Volunteers, raised under the act of Congress of May 
Ceeotaieine of it? = 1846, for — ny | =p ci, ond eae re - eee 

E 7) : 1 id 1 ; ving wido I . yject to tatics 

Gian, a be named, because ae it: alee to the naive ond gee ations of the eh sion laws of the United States for pensioning the 
uals who are the beneficiaries of the law. Approved, March 3, 1801. 

Mr. TALBERT. It seems to me that while this is a 


Mr. NEILL. Now, Mr. Chairman, the history of that bill is 
this: It was introduced into the Senate by Senator Manderson; 
it passed the Senate and came over to the House in July, 1890; it 


the last analysis it comes down to private individ- 
vate bill. 


BE 
fe 

f 
“a 


Mr. PICKLER. I repeat, Mr. Chairman, that I desire thecom- | was referred to the House committee on July 29, 1890; it was 
mittee to vote intelligently on this question. If permit this ed by Mr. Norton and put upon the Calendar as a private 
bill te come before the committee to-night, can tell what . Ihave the Calendar before me from the file clerk's office, 
will be the result. What will it cost; how aan individuals does | which the Chairman or any other gentleman can inspect. It is a 
it affect; what does it mean; how many were in battalion, and te bill. On December 4, 1890, Mr. Norton, of Missouri, who 
what do you know of the bill? Why, it would be a most danger- ed the bill in this House, undertook to call it up. Will 
ous precedent. It is a general bili and should be on the Calendar | thiy House remember who was Speaker in December, 1890? It 
of the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, | was Tuomas B. REED, the same THOMAS B. REED who is to-day 
where we have similar bills for the benefit of the militia of Mis- Speaker. The Recorp shows that he was in the chair. I read 
souri and Tennessee. They are on the general Calendar, where | from the RECORD: 

Se te ca ST 
arm ‘ ihio. Mr. & er, I desire to present a conference 

odogh diaaennlionn keh besides thie bill for the House to Fe cal kis t la th . : itt : 

was P not w Dn upt the morning our wit a & Com er 
in last May as the Chair has and was ruled out of i ee eee oe leven vnsions having no other bill, the 
io gentleman from Iowa [ Mr. 2 in the chair. Mr. Norton (from the Committee on Pensions). Mr. Speaker, I present for 
I ve no object in the bill out but ne consideration the bill (S. 1826) granting pensions to Powell's Battalion of 
in our proceedings; and, repent, tt will mot do to oe ion, vesentoare. 
ae hee pee . Mr Di ney. ‘That is a private bill. 

Mr. RAY. Will the gentleman from South Dakota allow mea} Who is Mr. DincLey? Is he the equal in parliamentary knowl- 

nounentt and in intellectual endowments of the gentleman from South 

Mr. PICKLER. Certainly. oo (Laughter. } 

Mr. RAY. Mr. Chairman, the permission of the 


SPEAKER. ioe not on the House Calendar and is not admissi- 
‘t ble consideration d the morning hour. 


EY 
: 
i 
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The bill was not on the House Calendar, Mr. Chairman, because 
it was upon the Private Calendar, which I have here before me, 
and it was placed there by the order of THomas B. REEp, Speaker 
of the Fifty-first Congress. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, is any more authority needed than that? 
I will put THomas B. Reep, of Maine, and Governor DINGLEY 
against the distinguished parliamentarian from South Dakota, 
and the gentleman from New York also. Iam not surprised at 
the exhibition to-night. This little bill embodies relief —— 

Mr. PICKLER. Will the ae permit me a question? 

Mr. NEILL. I will not yield. 

Mr. PICKLER. This was not on a Friday night. 
passed on Friday night at all. 

Mr. NEILL. Ido not yield, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman declines to yield. 

Mr. NEILL. This little bill, Mr. Chairman, carries relief to 
jess than thirty people. These men in 1846 and 1847 were citizens 
of the State of Arkansas. Those who are affected by the bill are 
now all old men and widows, people standing with one foot in 
the grave and the other hard by. In 1846 they volunteered and 
signea a muster roll which pl them to go to Mexico. The 
were not sent there, because the authorities concluded to sen 
them up into the Indian Territory. They served there from six 
toeight months, the five companies of this little battalion. When 
the Mexican war act was sed in June, 1887, and when that 
grand soldier, Gen. John C. Black, of Illinois, was oe 
the Pension Office, he took a liberal view of that law and pi 
these people upon the pension rolls under the Mexican war act 
as fast as they made their proofs. But with the advent of the 
Harrison Administration the then Commissioner of Pensions took 
a different view of the law and refused to place any more of them 
upon the roll, holding that they did not come within the purview 
of the Mexican war act. 

When I came to Congress, in July, 1898, I came with a petition 
or two in my pocket from men who had been suspended from the 
rolls, men who were members of this little Gray’s Battalion... I 
went to see Commissioner Lochren, who told me the history of 
the matter, which I have here and which is embodied in the report. 
He said that he had found the ruling of his predecessor upon the 
record, and that he was not inclined to reverse it and to hold that 
he could place these men and their widows upon the pension rolls 
under the Mexican war act. 

Immediately after that I introduced this special bill for their 
relief, and I have pressed it, Mr. Chairman, continuously, in sea- 
son and out of season—no; not out of season, because it was never 
out of season; but all the time that was proper and legitimate I 
have tried to get relief for these few people left this side of the 

rave. Iam notsurprised, Mr. Chairman, at the gentleman from 

outh Dakota to-night. It was the gentleman from South Dakota 
in May last, when I called up this bill, who said it was not in 
order, because it was a general bill in the very closing seconds of 
that night session. It was the gentleman from South Dakota last 
Friday night, when I was stretched upon a bed of sickness and 
unable to leave my room, who again asserted that this was a gen- 
eral bill, and said it was not admissible. 

Mr. Chairman, I undertake to say that there is not a lawyer in 
the United States who has a reputation above that of a police court 
or a justice’s court who would undertake to say that the ruling of 
Speaker REED in 1891 on Powell’s Battalion does not cover this 
pry oy At that time Mr. Norton, of Missouri, was trying to 
get that battalion of gallant Southerners, who did not come in 
under the Mexican war act, admitted to the pension rolls. He 
was trying to call it up as if it were a public Mr. DINGLEY 
said, ‘‘ That is a private bill,” and Mr. Speaker REEp said it was 
‘‘a private bill. It is not upon the House Calendar.” 

hy, Mr. Chairman, we do not need such citations even. We 
do not need to go back to the abstruse rules of common law as to 
what isa private lawandapubliclaw. That has longsince fallen 
into disuse. Private laws are now printed with the general laws, 
and ail that is necessary is an exhibition of the law printed b 
authority to prove it. But this bill is in all senses a private bill, 
ané the only reason I can see for the animus displayed against its 
consideration is that the benefits of this law would accrue to a few 
cid men and women far down in the Southland. 

Mr. RAY. Will the gentleman allow me to call his attention to 
an authority? 

Mr. NEILL. I will yield to an inquiry. 

Mr. RAY. I desire to call the gentleman's attention to an 
authority. 

Mr. NEILL. I pa then. 

Mr. RAY. Iwillnotmakeaspeech. I will simply read to you, 
and I desire to call the attention of the Chair [cries of ‘“‘ Vote!” 
**Vote!”] to the same authority. If you would keep quiet you 
would know more and behave better. I want to call attention 
to the Constitution and Manual-—— 

Mr. NEILL interposed an objection. 

Mr. RAY. I was just going to read—— 


It was not 





Mr. NEILL. I yielded only for an 
Mr. RAY. 1 was just to 
Manual, and Digest, page 483: - 


The term private bill skall be construed to mean all bills for the relief 


, ot the Constitution, 


rivate parties, bills granting pensions, and bills removing tical disabili- 
Pies. (28 Stat. L., page 601. se poll 


Mr. NEILL. Does Se where that comes from? 
Mr. RAY. Let me further 


Mr. NEILL. That comes from the printing bill, which I have 
sent for. 


Mr. RAY (reading): 
Tho Bao of distinction between pabtie end gecutia aay is so difficult to be 


defined in many cases that it must rest on the m of the Speaker and the 
details of the bill. It has been the practice in in Con- 


also 
grees, So consiier enpeivets eee eee re . b- 
or tions, a i 9 
To tee pri SiN mage aot i ii eanthsente at 
intorent ot pean 9 eee ear A bill for the 
relief of a soldier’s widow is a priv: 4 pension to such 
persons as a class, instead of as vid isa pu 


That is just what this bill is—to grant pensions to survivors of 
this regiment as a class; and if this is good authority, then that 
settles this question. 


Mr. — 
b . Mr. Chairman, I did not yield the floor. I donot 
eld to the gentleman from. South Dakota at present. I may 


i = pga ot steno ne 
ILL. rtainly. a question; aspeech, 
Mr. HARDY. Well, Suatie suuuiaihs Iam a member of the 
committee that rted the bill, and I can explain a point or two. 
Mr. NEILL. Very well. 
HARDY. Mr. Chairman, it is at 


euch 0 late hour in the ilfe-of this Ooumramt ipa the ; 

Ee EE OS Se ee 
use avor of pension legislation. very m 

ioe ovation to tet thie eite wah Goin 20 ean ate. 

lation at the first session of this s they are now. Even 


{Great laughter. 
If this bill were one to on 
State Militia, or the Home 


would be so much interest manifested in its favor on the other 


glad that 
there have become friends of the soldiers at last; and for the re- 
mainder of this session, if we pass this bill to-night, I trust that 
we wax ulgedtions axnde'te thee puliiiarel enue Saaean Wali 
no more objections on y 
mgs 
r. . Mr. Chairman, the gen 

reading this authority from the Digest 
meaning of the term ‘private bill eee eee 
an extract from the printing bill which 
1895. Thel ia: “ 
to mean all bi 
peeenss and bills hoe * 
guage is used simply for P at bills with a 
view to determining the numiber of teen: thas shall — 

Now, Mr. Sees here 
this bill is a private bill, because it 
and only as a private pill. That is 
upon that fact, upon the decision of 
this is a private bill, manifested by printing 
copies that the law authorizes to be printed of 


further, I rest it upon the decision of 
first Congress in ss aneleusael nee saa tte 


read from the Digest by the gentleman from New York is, 
x apm simply a quotation oy bill, and is there 
or 


ting is 

the p of determining of each 
kind of bili shall be printed, and I say again that, by that 
rule as interpreted by the officers of ae a private 
bill, because the number of copies of it printed was the number 

which is bed by the law g Pde bills. es 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not it is to detain the 
committee longer in the consideration of this - I confess 


to a great deal of interest in this bill, because it is a matter 
has occupied more of my attention than almost any other, on ac- 
count of the injustice that has i yodingpandheges septa’ ao = Bm 
this land, old soldiers and their widows, men who in 
1847 and followed the flag of their country even to 


E 


‘Montezumas, braving death and disease, but who have been unable 


to get in under the Mexican war 


Mr. Chairman, that, judged in the light of common sense, judged 
by judicial reason, judged by the authority of Speaker REED in 
- . ae mee aT 


we iee se thee i : tS. 
tue ee Sis GES) Na 7 





ree ee ie oe Coole in this eiiy to 
Speaker, Clerk, having authori 
deal with it; but seks Wi thins coats toe tee eaeeiiienion we 


to 
Bareat wi My ee Fe pty ~ hae 
of the survivors and widows are already May A 
of the Department: 


Hovse or Rareneqyeaeavys. Untrep Sta 
‘ashington, D. C., August 1, 


a De m Pee py, hee aoe 1889, for 

‘ 2 

2 Of the Mexican wer, eomne of the meas t. 
a Sree. of Arkansas Volunteers, 1846 and 1847, were on the 

RR Ser renee Fen Seemreeen eS act these are 


Ihave an to offer to H. R. 7414, now pending, to include these 

Wi kindly if it be done Friday, 3 p. m., a state- 

t show1ng number of these men now on pension Toll aid number of Ye 
applications on 
Very respectfully, 


ROBERT NEILL. 
Hon. Wint1AM LOCHREN, 
Commissioner 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BURBAU OF PENSIONS, 
Washington. D. C., Auguat 2, 189%. 
eo mig gm iy eng ng = gg my our communication of 
yesterday, I have the honor to advise ou that f hawe enused @ 
ination of the Mexican war a eeeres act of Jan 


umber 52 have d 6 Tw 

have boon fled by the widows of such soldiers, of this 

admitted, 18 rejected. and there are 2claims now pending. 
RECAPITULATION. 


Re Oe Oe Re ee ee Ee ORR Oe RRR ee EER EEe Reem eneee 


tion in the act of 


House 
ranting peat Ge Pecelfe Betton of Minees! Veluatense, Guntinn 


to Powell's 

war), approved 8, 1891. 

In 1885, the Commissioner of Pensions, Commissioner Black, I 

believe, decided that these men were not entitled to the benefit of 

the Mexican war pension act because they had not peeeky got 

san, Ames up into the Indian Territory, and then, 
ico, the Governmen 


that memorable war. There is only a little handful of these vet- 
erans left, and whether this bill is subject to a technical objection 
or not, as we have the matter up here now, why not pass the bill and 
let these old fellows get the benefit of the on law for the short 
They are dying off every et nee 


cut the knot of technicality and do justice to these 
Fads Mil nagUsenwahaelinell to the comceuinion Now let us sustain 
his ruling and pass this bill. 


indicates would be 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, the previous gentleman from 

sas—very ‘‘ previous ” often in this House—becomes jocular, 
and compares my parliamentary knowledge with that of the 
Speaker of the House and the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Dina- 
LEY]. I want to say that in my opinion, it would make Reep 
and DINGLEY, a hundred years hence, turn over in their graves, if 
they could hear such propositions as the gentleman claims that 
they have held in regard to bills of this nature. 

ow, this bill in regard to Powell’s Battalion, which is cited as 
a precedent here, was not up at a Friday night meeting at all; it 
was up on Tuesday, February 24, 1891. It came up by unanimous 
consent. Let me read from the Recorp of the proceedings at 
that time. 

Several Memsers. Let us vote. 

Mr. PICKLER. No; Iam not going to be misrepresented; I 
do not wish the Committee of the Whole to vote without a cor- 
rection being made of the misrepresentations of the gentleman 
from Arkansas—because they are clear misrepresentations. I 
read from page 3213, volume 118, of the ConarEssionaL Recorp: 


POWELL'S BATTALION MISSOURI VOLUNTRERS. 
Mr. Norton. I ask unanimous consent that the Committee of the Whole 


>} me : frome the server Seperation of the bill which I send 
eak, now put upon its passage. 
The ail was read, as follows. 


Then the bill is given. I read further: 
a SprakeEr. Is there objection to the present consideration of this bill? 
. Burrows. I think we should have some explanation of this measure. 
The proposition appears to be to put a whv'e battalion on the pension roll. 
Then the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] and other 
pam engaged in the debate, until we find on page 3214 the 
Oo 3 : 
x. Dockery. I hege there will be no objection to the bill. 
e Speaker. Is there objection? 
Mr. Speaker Reep did not think the bill had any right to con- 
sideration under the rules. He asks, ‘‘Is there any objection?” 
Mr. Joserpa D. TAYLor. I demand the regular order. [Cries of “ Oh, no!’’] 
order is demand: 


PEAKER. regu , 
Mr. McKinzey. lam instructed by the Committee on Rules to submit the 
report which I send to the desk. 


Imay say, parenthetically, that Mr. McKinley will submit another 
report down here pretty soon. 


The SpeakzER. The gentleman from Ohio presents a report from the Com- 
mittee on Rules. 
Mr. Joseru D. TAYLOR. While I do not know an 
merits of the bill 5 Sees from Misso 
it ig all right; and I withdraw the 
eo 


thing personally about the 
uri{Mr. Norton), lam assured 
demand for the regular order. 

. MCKINLE&Y. As my co Mr. Josepn D. TayLor} withdraws the 
demand for the regular order, I will not at this moment ask action on the 

which I have sent to the desk. 
The gentleman withdraws the demand for the regular order. 
Is there objection to consideration of the bill presented by the gentleman 
{Mr. Norton}? The Chair hears none 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill; which was 
ordered to a third g, read the third time, and passed. 

That is the way the bill with reference to Powell’s Battalion 
was passed. It was passed by unanimous consent on a Tucsday, 
in the daytime—not at a Friday night session at all; and the 
Speaker was evidently holding all the way along that the bill was 
out of order, because he continued to put the query to the House 
as to whether there was objection. It was by unanizmous consent, 
and in no other way, that the bill came up for consideration. 

In reply to what the gentleman has said about the personal 
deserts of the people embraced in this bill, I have not a word to 
a: I think my record in to the treatment of old men and 
old women coming here for pensions will compare favorably with 
the record of any gentleman on the other side of the House. The 
point I make is that this bill is out of order, and. as chairman of 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, I do not think I can afford to 
ait here and submit to such a measure being taken up as a private 
bill without objection on my part. I have no objection to raise in 
regard to any equities that there may be in favor of the bill. The 
simple point is whether the bill is in order or out of order. 

enever this bill has been presented here before (for I think I 
remember its having come up at three or four different times) it 
has always been treated as a joke. To-night it seems to be pre- 
sented as a serious matter. I think the bill is out of order, and I 
os will be the ruling of the Committee of the Whole. 

. McRAE. Mr. Chairman, it is well before we vote that we 
should understand the facts not only as to this bill, but as to the 
precedents which have been cited. Thereis no controversy about 
the correctness of the record read by the gentleman from South 
Dakota, Mr. PickLEer, and none about the record read by my col- 
1 e,GeneralNer.L. Therecordineach case was made up outwo 
different occasions, though on the same bill. On one occasion the 
bill was presented during the morning hour, when only bills on 
the House Calendar—public bills—could be considered. This bill 
being a private bill, and being on the Calendar as a private bill, 
the point was made by the distinguished gentleman from Maine 
nk DINGLEY] that it could not be considered during that hour. 

e Speaker 


sustained the point; holding that it was not only a 





























private bill, but was on the Private Calendar. On the other oc- 
casion referred to by my friend from South Dakota the bill was 

assed by uranimous consent, and the Calendar it was on was 
ummaterial. There can be no question about this. 

Now, I trust that this Committee of the Whole, which is called 
upon through the fairness of the Chairman to settle this ques- 
tion, should do so with a distinct understanding of the whole rec- 
ord. When this bill was reported during the last session—in the 
early — of this Congress—it was assigned by the Speaker under 


= So 
efiges and niinted men help wow) siren , 
fathers, of all militia raised in to 
or when an 
or 
or 
the rules to the Private Calendar. There it remained until it was 


i performed military service 
aera States volunteers aie 
uate water e or command of the 
omicer 0! nited States, during 
of from ae r 
reached on the Calendar—reached at a time when, to my personal 


knowledge, we were within a very few minutes of half past 10 =. 
o'clock, and when the question was decided without debate and 
without discussion, although gentlemen were on the floor ready 
to debate it and to present the precedents which have been sub- 
mitted by my colleague here to-night. .Under such circumstances 
the decision was made which has been referred to by the Chair. 
The present Chairman is not satisfied that it should stand, and has 
submitted the point to the committee. 

The bill has continued upon the Private Calendar ever since 
then, notwithstanding the alleged hasty, ill-considered decision. 
Now, is it fair to General Net, is it fair to the committee itself, 





The Clerk read as follows: 
At the end of 







































































The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to rule upon the ques- 
tion. The point of order is sustained. 
Mr. CROWTHER. With all due deference to the ruling of the 












to keep this bill upon the Private Calendar, treating it as a private | Chair, I appeal from the decision. 

bill until the opportunity comes to pass it, and then say thatitis| The CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall the decision of the 
a public bill, and thereby send it to the foot of the Union Calen- | Chair stand as the judgment of the committee? 

dar, without regard to wether it is a public or a private bill and Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I the tlemerti on the 







without reg to whether it affects one man, two men, three | other side of the House will take an eq w of this matter. 









men, or twenty men? I think common fairness requires that this | These militia performed good and I should be sorry to 
coramittee should give the bill consideration at this time. If it | see them kept off the rolls—old men od old women. 

is a just measure, let us pass it; if not, let us vote itdown. But Mr. NEILL. Well, bring along bill. 

I appeal to the committee to overrule the point and dispose of it. Mr. PICKLER. I hope the from Tilinois will also 







Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Will the gentleman permit a question? 

Mr. McRAE. Certainly. 

Mr. SMITH of Mllinois. Several of us desire to see this bill 
and the report, but the copies seem to be exhausted. I would 
ask the gentleman from Arkansas if this is to place all of the 
members of that particular battalion on the roll? 

Mr. McRAE, It is to give them a pensionable status. 

Mr. NEILL. No; it istoplace them on theypension roll. Two- 
thirds of the survivors of the battalion are on the roll to-day. 
There are only 26 ——. so far as known up to this time, 
be added to the roll. Those who applied and made their proof 
during the administration of General Black in that office were 
neal on the roll. Those which were presented to the incoming 
roe “ea after —— ae tw nistration — were 
refused. Twenty-six people are pending applicants, as I |. 
am informed by the Commissioner. 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Now, if I can be permitted a moment, 
Mr. Chairman, I desire to make a single remark. I asked the 
question simply for information and for the reason that we were 
unable to secure copies of the bill and the report, and were there- 
fore unable to understand ae what was desired to be done 
or what the bill was intended to accomplish. 

I understand that the ing question is on the point of order 
raised against the co tion at the Friday night session, and 
I desire to say that I am surprised at some of the old soldiers on 
the Republican side of the House raising such technical objections 
in a matter of this kind. 

I was not in the Army myself. Thank God I was too young to 
bethere. But it does seem tome that those who served during the 
last war and who are day after day and night after night urging 
with earnestness legislation in favor of the soldiers of our — 
should not rise on an occasion of this kind and present techni 
objections to a bill which is brought up for consideration and 
which involves the pensioning of some of our soldiers. 











services, 
consideration. They are as much entitled to consideration as 
the others were, and now let us swallow the whole thing, as you 
have insisted upon taking a part of it. I trust that they will not 
do injustice now to these militia regiments. 
Mr. TERRY. I suggest to the gentleman that he do what has 
been done in this case, get the report of a committee in favar of it. 
Mr. CROWTHER. It has been favorably 
Mr. PICKLER. If you can pension one I do not see 
why you can not add another regiment to it. I hope these gentle- 
men will not be unfair to these poor old people. 











































with the recommendation that it do 

Mr. PICKLER. T2a0ne Sheneniiies 

Mr. McRAE. You can not do that in of the Whole. 
een That can not be done in Committee of the 


Ww. 

Mr. PICKLER. [I call for tellers. 

Mr. McRAE. ‘Too late. 

Mr. PICKLER. If I can have unanimons what I wish 
to know is, How many people are carried by this [Cries of 
ee . ; 

Mr. NEILL. Ce eT en, 
report, he would have that out; but I shall be happy to state 
the fact to him. On A 2, 1894, according to Commissioner 
Lochren’s letter to m ee eee, tao 
there have been 5 additions, as stated in a which I hold in 


















I believe myself, sir, after the very slight examination that I | my hand, 26 of these —_ who will get $8 a month. 
have been able to give to this measure, it properly belongs Mr PI . Have you names? 
on the Private Calendar, where it has been pl by the Speaker Mr. NEILL. No. 






of the House; and we could have voted this measure up or voted 
it down long ago, instead of taking up an houror more in discuss- 
ing whether a point of order should or should not be sustained 
against it. Those who are to be benefited by this bill if it should 
become a law are as much entitled to the consideration of the 
patriotic citizens of this country as are any of the soldiers of any 
war since this Government has had its existence. 

I simply give these suggestions. I shall vote against some. of 
my colleagues or this measure, and I am sorry that they have pre- 
cipitated the character of fight on this bill which they have. 

The CHAIRMAN, The question is, Shall the point of order be 
sastained? The point of order is made that this bill is not in order 
to-night; that it is not a private bill, coming within the terms of 
the rnle, although on the Private-Calendar. 

The question was taken; and the point of order was overruled. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question now is, Shall the bill be laid |- 
aside with a favorable Py 
“ae ee I desire to offer the following amendment 


Several MEMBERS. Regular order. . \ 
The CHAIRMAN. The regular order is called for. The Clerk 
will report the next bill. 


WILLIAM M. DALZELL. 
The next business on the Private Ce ne Se OE. 
dis- 


eo dees eet «ee 


The bill was read, as follows: ae 

Be ¢ enucted, 9 rparement, a the ean of Wiles . Dall Inte Af 
records of the ar Depertmens in he M. 

eee ie clas ddan ie etek aoe uae. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the 
Honse with the recommendation that it do pass. 


GEORGE M. BROOKS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (@. 687) 
granting a pension to George M. Brooks. 


























CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


The bill was read, as follows: age. He further says that he is disabled from doing physical labor, and that 
disability is the result of measles contracted in the fall of the year 1862 
Beit etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he while he was in the military service of the United States, so he enlist. 


jo bevel, 
authorized to place pely -- Se smee one = lieves. That he has never been able to do regular physical labor since he 
Brooks, late in D of the -ninth t of was discharged from the service of the United States. 
Infantry erat er a pension of $15 per month. . = GEO. M. BROOKS. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 19th day of February, 1996. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report in this fenanel Ne A BROWN. County Clerk. 


The report (by Mr. Baker of Kansas) was read, as follows: Pe at which being considered, your committee recommend the passage of 


The Committee on Invalid whom was referred eo 6 The bill nie : 
; G Founsiege. os ving carefully considered was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
. pt as 00 CES, cansued Wannte apart (HO. Wil), ona Teco: with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JOHN J. BOATWRIGHT. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


6233) ting an increase of pension to John J. Boatwright. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the prc visions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of John J. Boatwright, late of 
neeny 1, Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of $72 per 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the follow- 
ing amendment: 


In line 7 strike out the word “seventy-two ™ and insert in lieu thereof tho 
word “thirty.” 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania | Mr. 
ERDMAN] calls for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. CRowTHER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6233) entitled “A en pepetne ererss of pension to John J. Boatwright,” beg 
leave to submit the following report, and recommend that said bill do pass 

an amendment out the word “seventy-two,” im line 7, an 
i word “thirty” in lieu thereof: 

Jobn J. Boatwright enlisted June 14, 1861, and served as private, Company 
I, Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, until June 25, 18, when he was 
honorably discharged. On March 6, 1880, he filed an application for pension 
for Sruptare left “incurred in December, 1861, while building fortifi- 
cations at Cheat tain, Va. 

He was from June 24, 1864, at $4 9x month for left inguinal her- 

from Py, * 1882; to $10 from April 3, 1884, and on an 

“left inguinal hernia and disease of eyes,” from 

23, 1888. were rejected January i2, 188, June 1, 1489, 

and A’ 11, 1891, and an increase claim filed March 3, 1892, for additional 

of right hernia and disease of urinary organs, was rejected July 

2, 1894, on the ground of “ no disability therefrom since date of ling claim." 

eo was ra’ by board of —— surgeons, March 18, 1891, at twelve 

eighteenths for double rupture; fifteen-thirtieths for partial deafness of both 

ears, and hteenths for partial blindness, and the board at Kearney, 
Nebr., March 21, , described his physical condition as follows: 

Age, 63; weight, 130 pounds; body rly nourished 

Eyes.—Pupils do not respond readily to light and shade; conjunctiva of 
both eyes red, sclerotic coat inflamed; vision, right eye, can not see type; 
vision, left eye, can not see test type; can not count figures with left eye at 
8 feet; can not discern light with right eye; can read large print with glasses 
that he has— + glasses. 

Pulseintermittent. No inguinal tumors found; inguinal rings normal; no 
tumor throughexternal ring. Urine normal. Considering age and condition 
of eyes, believe applicant not able to perform manual labor 

Dr. L. P. Woodworth, Kearney, Nebr., filed affidavit August 9, 1894, that he 
has been famil ———— since 1893, and claimant has been in feeble condi- 
tion dw e 6, not having been able to perform a day's labor since 
first acquaintance. His gait is feeble, having to walk with a cane all the time. 
He is suffering from a fistulous opening in left side just above crest of ilium 
which discharges pus all the time; has incomplete hernia of right side, and 

while in at Indianapolis in can not wear truss. Urine thick, highly colored, and offensive, and has to be 
. P. Morrison, MD under date of August : i mently; mind is feeble and memory poor, un‘itting him for any 

“T have known the a’ M. Brooks . ness. t is disqualified from earning a living 
that I am that . H. 8. , Springfield, Mo., filed affidavit February 24, 1896, from which 

from : we extract following: 
° “Examined claimant February 17, 1896; left testicle was very much atro- 
ae and tender. No hernia down to-day, but internal rings are plainly 
elt, and there is impulse against finger on coughing. Posterior curvature 
of dorsal vertebrw very prominent. Fistula 1; inches back of upper border 
of crest of left ilium; pus expressed on examination. Left leg on an average 
linch smaller than right; little or no peeng over left leg from knee up; 
manifests no sensation when partsare pinched or pricked witha pin. Appli- 
cant compelled to use a cane in walking. 
“Find there has been iritis, quite severe, of the right eye, leaving the pupil 
and almost irres ve to light. From appearances, would judge 
the sight of right eye almost entirely gone, and entirely so so far as being of 
joe Bm me use. General debility exists in a marked degree. Ideem him 
disabled for the performance of any manual labor. Have been a 
practicing for twenty-seven years.” 
Dr. M. . B. T. Northrip filed affidavits February 24, 1896, 
. Hill, and each states he found hernia of both 
eye and greatly impaired vision of left eye. 
very large print with great dif- 
, and both state he is totally incapacitated for manual labor 

Your committee believe an ustice has been done this pensioner and 
urgently recommend the passage of this bill as amended, to give him $30 per 


State or Kansas, County of Saline, sa: The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
anew iermciet of etd county and State aforesaid, do hereby certify The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
] 


measles 
W.P. 


as chown by the toomainen fle ie ee — of twenty-five years’ standing, | to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


(SBAL. CHARLES W. SENTMAN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
13 cronies an increase of pension to Charles W. Sentman. 


11) 
late 9 private in Company D., Sizty-ninth The was read, as follows: 
ype Flentecrs boing to; that he is now in he fifty-fourth year of Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is here! 


7 
authorized and directed to pay to Charles W. Sentraan, late of Company B 
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Twentieth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers, a pension of $30 per month from 
the passage of this act, in lieu of the pension now drawn by him of $8 per 
month under certificate No. 111888. 


-The CHAIRMAN. The questionis on laying aside the bill with 
a favorable recommendation. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman,I ask for the reading of the 


report. 
The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read. 


The report (by Mr. KirKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
1811) for the relief of Charles W. Sentman, submit the following report: 

Charles W. Sentman enlisted in Company D, Twentieth Indiana Infantry, 
and was duly mustcred into the service of the United States on the 22d da 
of July, Pa = <— until July 2, 1865, when he was mustered out 

ischarged. 
icipated ih the Solivaing belies: Glendale, Savage Station, Charles 
Cit x ‘ross , Maivern Hill, ond Bull Run, Chantilly, Fredericksburg, 
Kellys Ford, Mine Run, Battles of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, 
North Anna, Bermuda Hundred, and Petersburg. 

He was wounded in the shoulder the second day at Gettysburg, and again 
in front of Petersburg, where a finger of the right hand was shot away. 

George W. Painter, a reputable man and a comrade of the soldier, says, in 
an affidavit filed with the papers in the case: 

‘I knew him intimately and continuously all of said time [covering enlist- 
ment and service}. Atthe time of his enlistment applicant was in good phys- 
ical condition and in good health, and a ently as @ man as was in 
the regiment. He was 2 good soldier and did good service all through, never 
shrinking any duty or responsibility.” 

Frank Barwick, another comrade, says in an affidavit on file in the case: 

“T certify that C. W. Sentman was a soldier with mein Company D, Twen- 
tieth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and wascounted one amo; the most ru 
as well as ‘bravest of that cmeeny frem July, 1861, until July 2, 1863, be 
then severely wounded at Gettysburg, Pa. en sufficiently recove 
returned and bore a faithful part as far as able until some time in May, 1864, 
was again wounded, but returned to regiment with less ability phys- 
ically, but if anything more pruteties zeal. He was a No. 1 soldier, an 7 
example oronees many to better service. We were under Gen. Phil. 
Kearny up to his death, and he recommended that a token of honor be ove 
to the foremost of hiscommand, twoof whom werein my company,and C. W. 
Sentman was first to be named by all present, inclu officers of regiment. 
I am not aware of his ever failing to do his whole duty in camp, and espe- 
cially on picket, march, and battlefield.” 

He is now nore per moath under the law of 1862. 

The report of the Commissioner of Pensions to this committee in this case 
shows that “applicant's pre and mental condition is that, in addition to 
wounds for which pensioned,he has asthma, for which he is rated three- 
fourths, and one-fourth for two wens in scalp,” thus showing total disability. 

The same facts are shown by Drs. Fenton and Swank, two reputable phy- 
sicians of Williamsport Ind., and by numerous other affidavits on file. 

He has a wife and child, a little girl, 18 years old. 

His wife is in feeble health,and all are dependent upon the $8 pension 
received from the Government. He is absolutely without means of sneer. 
He has never applied for a pension under the act of 1890. His application for 
an increase was rejected in 1892, because the disabilities other those for 
which he is pensioned were not shown to be of service origin. 

in view of the long and meritoricus services rendered by this soldier, of his 
wounds, and his present helpless parenel and financial condition, your com- 
mittee recommend the passage of this bill. 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend by striking 
cut of line 4 the words ‘‘ pay to” and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words ‘‘place upon the pension roll the name of.” 

The oftatr AN. The Chair will suggest that there should 
be a further amendment in line 5. 

Mr. PICKLER. Yes, I desire to amend further by inserting 
after the word ‘* volunteers,” in line 5, the words ‘‘and pay him.” 
After the word ‘‘ month,” in line 6, I move to strike out the re- 
mainder of the bill and insert in lieu thereof the words “‘in lieu 
of the pension he is now receiving.” 

I think that puts the bill in shape. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will treat all these suggestions 
as one amendment, which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend by striking out, in line 4, the words“ pay to” ond Snserting in Hee 

° 


thereof the words ‘place upon the pension roll the name of. 
Also, in line 5, after the word “volunteers,” insert the words “and pay 


‘im. 
Also strike out all after the word “‘month,” in line 6, and insert in lieu 
thereof the words ‘‘in lieu of the pension he is now receiving.” 


The amendment was to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


CLARA L. NICHOLS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6528) to increase the pension of Clara L. Nichols, widow of Bvt. 
ne Gen. W. A. Nichols. 

he bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc,, That the pension of Clara L. Nichols, widow of the late 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. W. A. Nichols, of the United States es be, and it is 
hereby, increased from $30 per month to $100 per month, and the Secretary of 
oe Interior is hereby authorized and directed to place the name of the said 


java L.. Nichols upon the pension roll at the rate of $100 per month, subject 
to the provisions of existing pension laws. 


Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 

Mr. PICKLER. This is the gentleman's own report, and I hope 
he will not ask that it be read. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I would rather have this report read. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the 
words “‘seventy-five” and insert in lieu thereof the word “fifty.” 

Mr. Chairman, this is another of those bills making an invidious 


honorabl 
He 


distinction between the widows of general officers and the widows 
of private soldiers. I think the line ought to be drawn right here 
upon that sort of proposition. ; 

-— wor ea . That would require an amendment in line 6 
an ne ¥. 


Mr. CROWTHER. a, 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, pa a amendment will 
vail. I was unavoidably detained , and was 
to find when I reached here that a been passed giving 
the widow of General Gibbon $100 a month. 

A MemsBer. Providentially detained. 

Mr. BLUE. It was not pourltee it was unavoidably. 
Later on I hope we shall be able to cut that down 
where it belongs. I understood from the gen 
York [Mr, Curtis] that it would not be pressed 
this evening, in the absence of some of us, 

This invidious distinction of which 
ks is becoming invidious to the 
e it should stop. This lady’s husband 
general and not a major-general, so that 
side limit for the pension of the widow 
or any other ian, for that matter. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I call for the reading of 


report (by Mr. ERDMAN) was read, as follows: 
Gud) te lnreaee the poate of 
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the words ‘‘ one hundred ” where they occur and insert the words 
“seventy-five.” The amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Missouri is to strike out ‘“ seventy-five ” and insert “* fifty.” 

The question was taken; and the amendment of Mr. CRowTHER 
to the amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment as 
amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is now on laying aside the 
bill as amended with a favorable report. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out all after 
the enacting clause and insert the following. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 

“That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed pet G the pension roll the name of Clara L. Nichols, widow 
of the late Bvt. . Gen. William A. Nichols, and pay her a pension of $50 
per month in lieu of the pension she is now receiving.” 

The substitute was agreed to. 

The bill as amended by the substitute was laid aside with a 
favorable recommendation. 

Mr. PICKLER. I offer the following amendment to the title: 
After the words “‘ Clara L. Nichols” strike out the remainder of 
the title; so as to read: “To increase the pension of Clara L. 
Nichols.” 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the bill will be reported 
with the recommendation that the title be amended as suggested. 
There was no objection. 


SUSAN A. CUNNINGHAM. 


Mr. HILL. Mr. Chairman, I do not often impose on the gener- 
osity of this body by asking a favor, but next week will be Christ- 
mas week, and Susan A. ningham, of Connecticut, is not a 
oon widow, but is a private soldier’s daughter, who has been 

tally and eee lind from childhood. Her father and 
mother are dead, and she is absolutely dependent on the charity of 
her friends. I ask three minutes of the time of this committee to 
consider a bill for her relief which has been passed by the Senate 
and has been sopeeees favorably and unanimously by the House 
committee. It is Senate bill No. 1318. The report is short, and 
will occupy but very little time. 

Several members called for the regular order. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I presume, Mr. Chairman, that we are 
all in the same fix as the gentleman who asks this special favor for 


bill. 
= HILL. If the gentleman will pardon me, it is not my bill 
at all. 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I do not care whose bill it is, I object, 
The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made, and the Clerk will report 





LEROY M. BETHEA. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R, 
7817) to increase the pension of Leroy M. Bethea. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it soared, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
thorized directed 


au to increase the pension of Leroy M. Bethea, of Wil 
a. Ala., from $12 to $5 per month, for services in the war with 
ico. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported tothe House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 


JOHN J. COPLEY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1474) ae a@ pension to John J. Copley. 

The was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby ia, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll of the Mexican war vet- 
erans, sub to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, the 
name of J: J. Copley, formerly a private in Company E, Fifteenth United 
States Infantry, and prent him a pension from and after the passage of 
this act at the rate of $12 per month. 

An amendment recommended by the committee striking out 
“twelve” and inserting “eight,” before the word “ dollars,” was 


bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


SARAH E, COMLY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1810) the Secretary of the Interior to place Sarah 
E. Comly on pension roll, etc. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisicns 

limitations of the pension laws, the name of Sarah E. Comly, widow of 
Maj. Clifton Comly, and pay her a pension of $50 per month. 

Several amendments recommended by the committee were read. 
._ Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Chairman, I am requested by the gen- 
tleman from West Virginia [Mr. Dovener], who introduced this 
bill, to ask the committee to substitute the Senate bill, which is 





exactly the same as the House bill as proposed to be amended by 
the committee. 


The CHAIRMAN. Ifthere be noobjection, theClerk will report 
the proposed substitute—the Senate bill. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I &hall object unless the report is read. I 
want to know something about this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The report can be read afterwards. 

The Senate bill (S. 987) was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Sarah E. Comly, widow of 
Maj. Clifton Comly,and pay her a pension of $35 per month, the same to be 
in lieu of the pension now drawn by her. 


The report on the House bill (by Mr. Corrrn) was read, as fol- 
lows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1810) 
entitled “A bill granting an increase of m to Sarah E. Comey” beg 
leave to submit the following report, and recommend that said bill do pass, 
with amendments: 

The claimant is the widow of Clifton Came, late major Ordnance Mae ot 
ment, United States Army. jor Comly died in service Ans 17, i of 
disease originating in the line of hisduty. He entered the nited States 
Military Academy Jul 1858, and after graduation therefrom June 17, 
1862, he passed acnek & the grades to the rank of major, which he heid at 
the time of his death. He rendered ed service during the late 
war in the cavalry arm of the service until y 26, 1863, when he was trans- 
ferred to the Ordnance Department, and remained there, rendering valuable 
and efficient service, until the date of his death. 

The medical officers of the Army certify that his death was caused by 
cerebral hemorr su vindnoed by overwork, he having (as stated 
Surg. John Von R. Hoff) for more than a year staggered under a load of - 
cial responsibility much beyond the seis of any man. 

Mrs. Roenty receives the pension of a provided by the general 
law for the widows of officers of this sc! "s rank, bat it is shown’ by the 
papers anarne the bill that aside from this pension and the interest 
on 2 small life-insurance fund she has no means whatever for the mainte- 
nance of herself and the support and education of her young son. 

The ng ey amendments to the bill are recommended: 

Change the title of the bill so as to read: “A bill granting an increase of 

snsion to Sarah E. Comly;” strike out the initial “C.” where it occurs in 
The deceased soldier's name in line 6; strike out the word “ fifty” in line7 
and insert in lieu thereof the word “thirty-five,” and add after the last word 
in line 7 the words “the same to be in lieu of the pension now drawn by her.” 


The Senate bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

The House bill (H. R. 1810) was laid aside to be reported back 
with the recommendation that it lie on the table. 


BERNHARD STUEBER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
587) to remove the charge of desertion from the military record 
of Bernhard Stueber. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to remove the charge of desertion standing against the 
name of Sergt. Bernhard Stueber, iate of Company F, One hundred and 
seventh Regiment Pennsylvania Voluxteers, on the records of the Adjutant- 
General's Office, and issue him an honorable discharge. 


Mr. McCLELLAN, Iask for the reading of the report, Mr. 
Chairman. 
Tke report (by Mr. TRACEY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 537 
to remove the charge of desertion from the military record of Be 
Stueber, late a sergeant in Company F, One hund and seventh Pennsyl- 
yania Volunteers, leave to report that they have carefully considered the 
same and find the facts so clearly set forth in a report made to the Forty- 
ae and again to the Fifty-first Congress that said reports are in 

r op ; 
PeThe committee find that the charge of desertion was recorded against Ser- 
eant Stueber under the following circumstances: Some time in March, 
1862, he contracted, while in the discharge of his duty, a severe cold, which 
settled on his lungs, and in May following was attacked with diarrhea in 
addition. After the battle of Antietain his captain and sw nm wanted to 
place him in a hospital, but, disliking the idea of going toa hospital, he ap- 
plied for a thirty aa to go home. Oscar Templeton, then actin: 
captain, granted thefurlough, which was indorsed by the commanding oft. 
car of the t. Asauthorized by the furlough, Sergeant Stueber left 
his com about the 2ist of mber, 1862, and arrived home at Canton 
October 2, 1862, and there went to , and for one year was unable to do any 
work. After the expiration of his furlough, his attending physician, Dr. 
Pratt, some of his neighbors, and Stueber himself corresponded with Ca 
er a oe, sending him certificates as to his continued inability to do 

‘aty in the field. 

The Committee find further that First Sergt. Frank H. Wetz, subsequent] 
commissioned as second lieutenant of Company F, has testified under oat 
that he made the entry onthe omeney roll, sho Stueber to be a deserter, 
in ignorance of the existence of the furlough gran by Acting Captain Tem- 
pleton, and afterwards learned that it was incorrect, but rece! ving no orders 
to correct the errer, he could not change it. 

Your committee believe that the charge of desertion was unwarranted by 
the facts, and that the record should be corrected by removing the charge 
from the record. 

The bill is therefore reported favorably, with a recommendation that it do 
pass with an amendment striking out all between the title and the enacting 


clause. 

The following is a copy of the rt referred to: 

Bernhard Stueber was enrolled March 2, 1862, for three years, in Company 
F, One hundred and seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, and served in that 
ona until September 14, 1862, eer as having deserted 
at th Mountain, land. He never to his command, which 
was ret in service until July 13, 1865. 

The following is a ——_ of the evidence which has been presented to 
this office with a view to removal of the charge of desertion, viz: 

Applicant Stueber swore that some time in March, 1862, he was taken sick 


ove it. 
ob ony abetenl mal estima, ba the Pptication was 
Se eae Testunbor late it), ae, ot saicia recorte show thas 
to 


to show that he mee on, 


at Antistan Ma. tt is not at all prob: 
mitted was not sufficient co establish that he 


a his affidavit of August 27, 1889, reiterates only his former 
temen’ 

This additional testimony was not accepted mpaeant he peveress <s ee 
f adverse decision, and the application removal of the charge 
desertion and the granting of an homorable was denied September 


no new testimony has been introduced, and the status of the 
: changed. 


the: 
soldier has in been 
aoe, ae ee 


F. C. AINSWORTH, 
Captain and Assistant Surgeon Usatod States Army. 


The SECRETARY OF WAR. 


An amendment recommended by the committee striking out the 


ble was agreed to. 
P'Tbe bill as amended wes laid asllle ts bs tepetiod Ob 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


‘JOSEPH H. JOHNSON, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the 
H. Johnson. 


the House 


bill (H.R. 



















believe him to be entitled to a pension, and therefore we are asked, 
acting in this quasi judicial proceeding, to accept the certificate of 
those 108 neighbors of the applicant, and to allow it to override 
the sworn testimony presented in this case under two administra- 
tions, the findings of General Bussey, and of two pension boards 
under two different administrations. I do not think we ought to 

this bill. I like to have the reasons for the passage of thése 


is65. upon the record, in order that the people may under- 

It will be noted that the war was over he left the command. His why we do pass pension bills. Thatthe people take an inter- 

feason foe ‘any ing. a a by te ay was that | est in the subject, I find from many letters that tae They 

ne ee er as eens hanes unl tenia ae Oe Scena tis also criticise some of our actions here, and one of the letters that 
wite was out of danger, age then started to roturg to his comanand. When | { have received, and that I hold in my hand, reads as follows: 

arrived at a number comrades DEAR : Having been informed ; you were not mere ember o 

| pe they informed him that 7 regiment had been mustered out. pata tye Invalid Pensions, rene the su ee ee an hn = 


on 
all the pension claims of claimants from the State of Pennsylvania are 
referred, I take the liberty of address: you again in reference to my claim 
as widow of Colonel ———., late colonel of the Pennsylvania Regiment, 
for increase of My husband served from the beginning to the end 

. In 1865, lost a portion of his left leg, and died subsequently 
from the effects of the amputation. I am drawing merely $20 per month 
and firmly believe that Iam entitled to more, as the widow of a colonel 


. ¥.,.was granted by your committee a pension of $75 per month. 
I am informed on good authority, on authority of an officer who 

under General Carr, and who also knows of the services of my late 
husband, that my husband served longer and was in more battles than Gen- 
eral Carr, and General Carr did not lose a leg in battle. 

Just as this woman criticises your action, so will thousands and 
hundreds of thousands do the same unless you endeavor to use 
some fairness and some equity in the disposition of these cases. 

Mr. PICKLER. You had better write to her, “Comparisons 
are odious.” 

Mr. ERDMAN. Well, I will give the name of this lady to the 
gentleman from South Dakota, and he may answer her in that 
strain if he sees proper to do so. 

I want to call the attention of tlemen to the fact that the 
record they are making in some of these cases, as displayed upon 
the minutes, will be something to trouble them hereafter. 

Mr. McCALL of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, this bill was intro- 
daced by m , and I wish only to state for the information of 
the House that 1 have known this soldier well for thirteen years. 
During that time I have known him as a man who has been con- 
cee gee down, down, down, until now he is unable to do 
work. t he is disabled, there is no question; that he was a 
good soldier, there is no question; and the fact that by reason of 
some er in the administration of the pension laws he 
has been ref a pension is a fact for which he ought not to be 
held responsible. He having been a soldier under the peculiar 
conditions of his case, and coming from the region of country from 
which he hailed, I think it will be but slight justice to place him 



























next i 
5061) to m Ira Powers, of Henderson County, Tenn. 
The bill was read, as follows: 

‘thoriaed and directed to place tho name of fra Powers late of Company A; 
Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, of Henderson County, Tenn., on the 
of the United States, to receive $12 per month, from September 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed 
to, as follows: 
ESR Stasis poet ts ates ck © 
The report (by Mr. ANDERSON) was read, as follows: 

Ths Cemeeiiee 3S Sassi Dapaiom, to siien wes reterved tho 35 CL B. 













June Fe ee Sen ae x and on the ion roll, by the passage of this bill, at $12 a month. 
. was r , on an ; > me to make 
von disability under act of June 27, 1890." ground o! Mr. PICKLER. The gentleman will allow me to make the 
He filed affidavit March 21, alleges existence of hernia (right further suggestion that, as the report shows, on one examination 
sido), ool general debility, disease of eyes, and piles; and in affi- | the surgeons found him entitled to a rating of ten-eighteenths. 
— Lee od moe above, alle disease of heart Mr. McCALL of Tennessee. The board of examining surgeons - 





a affidavit of M. M. Grims- 

ley, tothe effect that he had been a neigh for four years, and claimant 

had not been able to do a whole day's work in five years. 

Also, affidavit of Dr. P. W. Anetin that claimant has spinal affection, sore 
headache has had hernia. 


near ie , does not see well, —-< piles, and bh 
Disability from spinal affection, one-half; eyes, one-fourth; from piles, 
one-sixteen 

Also, affidavit of W. B. Ruton that he is suffering from spinal affection— 
disabled one-half; seriously atfected with heart disease, from which disabled 


at Savannah, Tenn., in May, 1891, gave him a rating of six- 
eighteenths for incomplete hernia and four-eighteenths for rheu- 
matism. On the coming in of the present Administration that 
board was changed. This soldier was subsequently examined by 
the board at the same place, but not by the same board as to its 
personnel, and they found “no disability.” But I know, as a mat- 
ter of fact, that the man is disabled. 






















asldier has a hospi: record in service of ‘diarrhea, catariy abd va —> ee a Fae or the es eae that under 
was £ wv yeners ssey ned hi 
stant A, ate taly 3 180s, ey oe ve system of rating even General Bussey turned him 
of examining surgeons at , rated him, M. Mr. McCALL of Tennessee. I do not want to discuss who has 
1991, at six-eighteenths for incomplete te ee been right or who has been wrong. There is one thing [ know— 
a Se eee at same Ave i oe ena Ne rate ” | that this man was a good soldier, and that he is now disabled. 
disability found u act 27, 1890. o oe Poe: e gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Erp- 
Dr R. A. Dickson committee an affidavit, dated February 24, | MAN undertaken to harrow up our souls with visions of the 
es tho lott biteen teres ee ae —_ es that will afflict some of ushereafter. I am informed that 
rest on left side; also find a hernia of right side. I have Powers | that tleman at least will not be one of those who will be 
and been his family Sidon slace btlan te thie dade and bore his | trou here in the future. [Laughter.]| 
total ” : 
ee Te os kind. in Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, [ do not expect to trouble the 
with ion Feteen nok tains eee en ce cae i Wee ne ate ompeny | gentleman from North Carolina or any other gentleman here by 
June 27, 1890 ($12 per month), from the date of filing his claim. my presence; but I think possibly my conduct may bear fruit 
pA Petition a oe epee ere oa hereafter . Senpetion of other gentlemen. Let me add that my 
date of filing — month since | not being here in the Fifty-fifth Congress is a matter of my own 
Your this soldier justly entitled to the maximum pension | Choosing, which is a great deal more than can be said by a num- 
ty tiles cele ete en tee ee ee ber of ee who are voting on the other side. (Laughter. ] 
“and pay him # pension of $12 per month,” and as pe nap bol a The question being taken, the bill was ordered to be laid aside 
pass. to be favorably reported to the House. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, Ido not think this is a bill that ; ; ‘K 
° HESTER A. BOSTWICK 
we ought to pass. This soldier applied under the Harrison Ad- 
-and the Harrison board The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
examining said that he was ; 
not entitled toa pension, and the Pension Burean under the Har- | 4941) to pension Hester A. Bostwick. 
Tison said that he was not entitled toa and| The bill was read, as follows: 
application. y he the pres- Be it aeons. oe, Toes _ et day ot movenber, as, Hester A. 
Bost . t , deceased, late of Company K, 
108 aie ae eet an lees pA os that Seventh Rogiment of cosas Vebdntoor Cavalry. is hereby penaionedl at the 
and per month. 
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The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill and insert the following: 

“That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to place upon the pension roll the name of Hester A. Bostwick, 
widow of Burr H. Bostwick, late captain of Company K, Seventh Regiment 
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, and pay her a pension of per month.” 


Mr. PICKLER. I hope that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
LAYTON] who reported this bill will make a brief statement of 
the matter, as the report is long. 

Mr. LAYTON. Ide not think it is necessary for me to make 
any statement. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. WiLson] who 
introduced the bill, and who is much better able to state the case 
than I am, is present; and as my recollection of the facts is some- 
what obscure, it having been a long timesince the bill was reported, 
lask the gentleman from Ohio, the author of the bill, to make a 
statement. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I shail call for the reading of the report. I 
think that is the most satisfactory way of considering the matter. 

The report (by Mr. LayTon) was read, as follows: 


The committee to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4941) prenting a pen- 
sion of $20 per month to Hester A. Bostwick, widow of Burr H. Bostwick, late 
captain Gompens &. Seventh Kansas Cav: Volunteers, having carefull 
examined and fully considered all the facts and circumstances Thwerbenr of 
responses Ssoa as follows: 

Captain twick enlisted April 25, 1861, and served as first se nt Com- 
pany D, Nineteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, until August 30, 1861; he 
enlisted as first lieutenant Company K, Seventh Kansas Cavalry, November 
29, 1861; was promoted to cap y r 20, 1862, and was honorably mus- 
tered ont and discharged September 29, after an arduous service of over 
four years. His horse fell upon him near Corinth, Miss., about November, 
1863, terribly bruising and c: him, breaking three ribs and crippling 
his spine, and he never recovered from the injury received in line of Guty. 
He was penaioned from November 15, 1887, for “injury of right side and re- 
sulting disease of lungs.’ He died from a blood clot in the brain, or an effu- 
sion ci blood in the membranes of the b s 

Applicant was married to soldier February 22, 1866, and has remained a 
widow since his death. Her claim for ion under general law on the 
ground that the disease of brain of which soldier died is not accepted asa 
result of pensioned causes. Her claim underact of June 27,1890, was rejected 
on the ground of nondependenee. : 

Dr. T. B. Wright, who attended soldier during his final sickness, from Sep- 
tember 23 to November 11, 1804, testified that soldier suffered with violcnt 
headache for many days in the ing of his sickness, with slight fever; 
that he had several recurrent attacks of paral with coma and stertorous 
breathing; at times he had a low delirium. The pupil of one eye was dilated 
during entire sickness. He suffered from an a’ of herpes zoster during 
the last weeks of his sickness. He died in a profoundly comatose condition, 
which had lasted several days before his death. The post-mortem exami- 
nation showed an extensive blood clot within the membranes of the brain, of 
such character as to indicate refected hemorrhages during the time he had 
been sick. The cause of such nameresae was cr a weakened state of 
the blood veasels, due to pagconieces ow vitality of pe pament. 

Dr. H. C. Allen, of Circle Ohio, testified (March 10, ): 

“TI was called in consultation in the case of the late Capt. Burr H. Bostwick, 
and was also —— at the post-mortem examination. He died from hem- 
orr , or blood clot on the brain, and I am inclined to think that from the 
symptoms he had several hemorr . The hemorrhages, I think, were 
caused from atheromatous degeneration of the mp gga in my opinion 
the wound from which he suffered, by seducing the vitality and general 
health, contributed to his death.” 

Dr. A. H. Shaeffer testified Ne 10, Po: 

“T was well acquainted with Capt. B. H. twick for nearly thirty years, 
or very soon after the close of the civil rebellion, in which he was a Union 
officer, and knew him to have been wounded in said service, and also knew 
him to be a frail, debilitated, sickly person; and, as [ believe, his deteriorated 

»hysical state of health, resulting from im: brought on or 

rom his suffsring from wounds, did cause a liability of weakening of the 
tissues of the general system and the coats or tissues of the blood vessels, as 
to cause cerebral hemorr , and in my opinion the superinduced 
by weakening of coats of blood veundis Uy deteriorated condition of systein 
was sole cause of his cerebral eae which was the cause of death. I 
did not treat Captain Bostwick, but saw him repeatedly during his last sick- 
ness,and do k that his case is one clearly to my mind resulting from 
causes mentioned. * * * I have been a p physician for forty- 


saven years.” 

From these statements of table physicians who had the patient under 
their observation, your ttee believe that it requires no effort of the 
aa to conclude that the death cause may be attributable to results 
of the soldier's army service. Stripped of technicalities, the embolism or 
atheromatous hemorrhages of the brain which produced death were unde- 
niably the sequence of the snemic condition and low vitality of the patient. 
together with the failure cf the diseased lungs to properly purify the blood 
before it was sent into the degenerated and impove: ed arteries. 

While the nondependent condition of claimant, as found by the Pension 
Bureau, cuts no figure in the case, in view of the foregoing, yet the facts con- 
cerning her property should be stated. 

The testimony shows she owned real estate valued at $3,600, which was 
mortgaged for $3,510 at 6 per cent interest, and her property of other kinds 
amounted toabout $970. The expense of interest, repairs, and taxes consumed 
nearly the entire income, leaving her with less than $10 per month, and one 
witness says consumed the entire income. 

Your committee therefore earnestly recommend the of the bill 
after same is amended by striking out all after the enacting clause and sub- 
stituting the following: 

“That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby. authorized and 
directed to place upon the pension roll the name of Hester A. Bostwick, widow 
of Burr H. wick, late eto of Company K, Seventh Regiment Kansas 
Volunteer Cavalry, and pay her a pension of $20 per month.” 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 
and the bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


JOSIAH P. HILL. 


Mr. SMITH of Dlinois. Mr. Chairman, I will ask unanimous 
consent for the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 1168) to 





increase the pension of Josiah P. Hill, late of 
first Regiment Illinois Volunteers, in the war of 


F, Eighty- 
rebellion. 
Durin et that I have been in Congress I have 

a y 


bill o a fi ous ae woe conan booen the ew hod 
ill out of its ; 
this bill for twenty-five and intimately, and 
knowing as I do his condition, I ask consent to-night 
for the consideration of this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was read, as follows: " 

Be it etc., That the of 
ast coat ces Tha th Seer te aoa a bats 
ee eee in the war of the 

to $72 per month. ‘ 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us havethe report. I want to knowsome- 
thing about this case. 

The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid to whom was referred the bill (H, R, 


to nem ego ofa no Comey 


has bee since A for 
bed iss of hart “Be cults hve ado gape ee Ce ge 
eral law, and there is no evidence that his of service 


ay ng 
oe re ts he aan, a eee aoe Re coe 
and his speech ~ defective by ie paral thet impeieatt 

d , 





we recommend passage 

sixth line, in lieu of the words “ seventy-two,” the word “fifty.” 
The amendment recommended by the committee was 

and the bill as amended was laid to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


SUSAN E, CUNNINGHAM. 


Mr. HILL. Mr. Chairman, the objection to the request I made 
a few moments ago has been withdrawn, and I now ask 
mous consent that this Christmas may be sent to this 
blind woman. I ask that the bill ( See eee 
Susen 3. Decmtagness mtg Soe passed. 

The CHAIR . Is there to the request of the 
gentleman from Connecticut? 


There was no objection. 
The bill was , as follows: 


\ the 
authorized and directed to place on the roll the name of . 
ote ed es a eg oa te 
at the rate of $12 a month. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor- 
able recommendation. 


Mr. PI ; Chairman, I ask that we proceed now 
with the Calendar. I call for the » ; 
The : read the next bill. \ 


6841) granting 9 pensict, to Goclgh dy Saar 


The was read, as follows: 

.. That the b 
pe tt enacted, at AS Secretary <5 the ame of George fs 
Booner end. gress hits 2 because of a fracture of 
prety ey pat AE og disa- 
ter's Department, said pension t ‘be rate a 

Mr. ERDMAN., Let us have the read in that case. 
The report (by Mr. MrLEs) was as follows: 
achat ers edie a elaine SS 
submit the following Feport and recom that do pass without 
Rp ee aa 
hehe ait Became tenes eegrg 
atest bn be noted soem tetas Gain, existing as 








ment is the amount the widow of a major would receive under 
the general law. 
amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with favorable recommendation. 








fracture 
. N.S. Lincoln, of quartermaster’ testified 28. 
Dr surgeon 's hospital, : 













1896. wae adeniteed to. its Mr. Sp pw _ aera, J move that the committee 

under his (Dr. ‘s) charge on the 7th of November, 1861, on a | now rise an the bills to the House. 

bad fracture of the thigh; that he suffered severely many weeks, and has i cetnwes caneck te =e 

never recovered from the effects of the . ; : ; se - 
Dr. James E , medical assistant quartermaster's hospital, testifies | The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Hopkins having 

cRebruary 2, 1908) “tat George 1. Benner was admitted to the quarter | resumed the chair asS er pro tempore, Mr. Lacry reported that 

master’s a mee © ; Wa > portato of the thigh, - ete the Committee of the Whole, having had under consideration the 





Private Calendar, had directzd him to report back favorably with- 
out amendment the following bills: Senate bills Nos. 2008, 637, 937, 
and $182; and House bills Nos. 1061, 1498, 7317, 2364, and 6841. 
Also, that he had been directed to report with amendment, and, 
as so amended, with favorable recommendation, Senate bill No. 
2129 and House bills as follows: Nos. 6233, 1311, 6528, 1474, 537, 
5061, 4941, and 1168. Also, that the committee had directed him 
to report back the bill H. R. 1810 with the recommendation that 
it lie on the table. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 


was has never recovered 
effects of the . The fracture was treated by Dr. N. 8. Lincoln with 
our committee believe the bill is meritorious, and precedents ha’ been 
cet by previous action of juries 7 ved eset bee, oon in Quarter 
mond the passage of the without amendment. : . 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with favor- 
able recommendation. 












gran an increase of to Annie E. Nolan. the previous —s may be considered as ordered on these sev- 
The was read, as follows: eral bills, with the limit of fifteen minutes’ debaie on each side on 
‘thor ote, That tas Rocrotery of the Taterior be, snd bela berebr, | “EE VNLUE. Well,1do not know about that. ‘There ie one bill 
on ° . ; 8 a 
au aa teed ‘of the Ia the of E. Wiles. that shen be cnnmpied, Oo no ow a u a ere is one v1 





Several MempBers. Regular order. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The hour of 10 o'clock and 30 


The (by Mr. Poon) was read, as follows: minutes having arrived, the Chair will declare the House, under 
report . ’ . 


ouistien - ea the tant (8.218) the rule, adjourned until to-morrow (Saturday) at 12 o'clock 
ting an increase of pension to Annie E. Nolan, adopt the following Sen- meridian. 


te report, No. 345: 
The the bill (S. 2129) t- 
the same, and 





Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be read. 











Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
ing an increase of pension to Annie E. Nolan, have examined 


**Richolas Nolan served his coun as a soldier continously from December 
9, 1862, to October 25, 1883, at w time he died from wounds and disease 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
nications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 











contragted in the enerive. Be entered the Army as 9 private sai was enc. ere aie 7; 

cessively promoted sarong veral : Third etter from the Secretary o ar, transmitting the report of 
United States Cavalry.” He was an especially brave and faith soldier, i | the commanding officer of the Watertown Arsenal of “Tests of 
Arizona, the Territory, and other far Western points, of the | iron, steel, and other materials for industrial purposes” made by 
von can ee ~~ a fae Sere eee ae the United States testing machine during the year ending June 





OF ety i teian le Maicx Nolan's illitary rocordt’es Tarnished. by the War 





80, oo the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 





A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Suisun 















































we February 20, 1896. - ; ; 

ate of the s military of vic Nolan, late of the U Micckisteniees Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 
are ~ ze A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
De cine Im te Be tae ue ae M, presen ay Reames ting an estimate of deficiency in the appropriation for defending 
first ser ant of Becond } c from September 1 16s, to Sep- | Suits in the Sou eg against the District of Columbia for 

tem , and t of ‘ 1897— J i i iations, ¢ 
x as re ber 28K, when he was Sixth y, ~ — oa the Committee on Appropriations, and 
wg oonnreas Sooe se teens ay a = 1804; captain, A opel from the ver paerer a of a transmitting, with the 
Tenth Ca’ a $ , Third Ca ‘ 19, joi i s fror Smith- 
Toate o area eas meager valry, December He | draft of a proposed joint resolution and inclosures from the Smith 





sonian Institution, recommendations for an appropriation to en- 
able the United States to participate in the work of making an 
international catalogue of scientific works—to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 





























uly 11, 1863; acting assistant sapecnes genteel, Regular Cavalry to 
ber, and aid to General ton to Octo } 
— alee, SS, eget eng Ay, eae eel ee aS - REPORTS OF mig 2 x, em BILLS AND 
count of his wounds to January, 18%; with his t in the Army of the 
Potomac and in the ‘alley to March 90,1808, whentaken prisoner | Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. RICHARDSON, from the 
and paroled at the battle of Din Court-House, Va.; on end on : Pere : 2. 
leave to May, 1865; with fin Marzland to Ootober and in Texas | Committee on Printing, to which was referred the bill of the 
and the November 13, 1870; before a ot Wanking- House (H. R. 9601) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act providing 
ye D.C ee ; Se ee Tie for the public printing and binding and the distribution <f public 
Sages 14 1883, and the post of Fort A ed to October 18, 1883, a hn ents,” approved January 12, 1895, reported the same with- 
he left on Gabsente tes Holbrook Asti. where he died Dotoher $6, 1863. out amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2354); which said 
aS. spe HALL, | bill and report were referred to the House Calendar. 
ee ee ere eee ae ane Se prams aaa kind. The 
With Her husband in his campaigns, “Shes now recelving pension of . REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 
= denen eee The penent tails = west Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
to $00 per mouth. os ae nie a from ern 4 cg ho to the Clerk, and 
our after a very eee the case, and in view to the Committee of the ole House, as follows: 
poh rahe ices of Nolan, recommend favorable By Mr. UPDEGRAFF, from the Committee on the Judiciary: 
In addition to the facts set forth in the Senate report, it is shown that this | The bill (H, R. 9483) for the relief of John N. Quackenbush. 
widow cares for an in the son of the soldier, for whose care and | (Report No. 2346.) 
support she is in no way bound. This seems to committeeto| By Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
this above the run of cases, and to inas- | my pith ahoane ns woh ae 
much as the only way which the Congress can pro ng aa son | Lne bill (8. 3381) entitled “An act granting a pension to Lena 
of « brave soldier at the post of duty is by increasing the pension | D. Smith.” he oe ake 2847.) 
who cares By Mr. ATRICK, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 





sions: 

The bill (S. 3198). entitled ‘‘An act granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Edward Stanley.” (Report No. 2348.) 

The bill (S, 3199) entitled ‘‘An act granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Jackson Osborn.” (Report No. 2349.) 
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By Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (8. 8210) entitled ‘‘An act granting a pension to Anna 
P,.Johnson.” (Report No. 2350.) 

The bill (S. 2916) entitled ‘‘An act granting an increase of pen- 
gion to wae Sprague.” (Report No. 2351.) 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was discharged from the consideration of the bill (H. R. 9684) 
for the relief of Amanda ee and the same was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


PUBLIC BILLS AND | D RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 8 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
lowing titles were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. MONDELL: A bill (H. R. 9728) D peeing for the mark- 
ing and monumenting of the battlefield of Massacre Hill—to the 
Committee on the ey: 

By Mr. RINAKER: A bill (H. R. 9729) oat rovide for the pur- 
chase of a site and the erection of a public building thereon at 
Carlinville, in the State of Ilinois—to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, 





By Mr. MILLER of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9730) to divide the | B 


State of Kansas into two judicial districts—to the Committee on 
the Judiciar 

By Mr. ALLEN of Utah: A bill (H. R. 9781) to provide for 
proportional representation in the House of Representatives—to 
the Committee on Election of President, Vice-President, and Rep- 
resentatives in Con 

By Mr. McRAE: A bill (Hi. R. 9732) to reorganize the judicial 
districts of the State of Arkansas, and for other purposes—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DALZELL: A bill (H. R. 9783) to authorize the Union 
Railroad ew to construct and maintain a bridge across the 
Monongahela River—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. 

By Mr. REYBURN: A bill (H. R. 9734) to provide an American 
register for the bark E. C. Mowatt, of Philadelphia, Pa.—to the 
Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 

By Mr. McLACHLAN: A bill (H. R. 9735) pag iding for the 
erection of an addition to the public building at Angeles, Cal., 
and appropriating money therefor—to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. DOOLITTLE: A bill (H. R. 9736) authorizing the con- 
straction of a bridge across the Columbia River, in the State of 
Washington—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce, 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A bill (H. R. 9750) to suspend the bonded 
warehouse privilege—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. NEILL: A bill (H. R. 9751) to provide for holding of 
United States courts at Batesville, Ark., and for other purposes— 
to the Committee - the J udiciary. 

By Mr. HITT: joint resolution (H. Res. 220) authorizing cer- 
tain officers of the Navy to accept the medals presented to them by 
the Russian Government—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

By Mr. TOWNE: A joint resolution (H. Res. 221) directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to reporta proposed plan for consolida- 
tion and rearrangement of customs districts, etc.—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COBB (by request): A joint resolution (H. Res. 222) to 
repeal the joint resolution in reference to the Free Zone—to the 
Committee on ts and Means. 

By Mr. BROSIUS: A concurrent resolution (House Con. Res. 
No. 59) to print a compilation of statistics on the executive civil 
service of the United States—to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. HAGER: A resolution (House Res. No. 452) providing 
two additional clerks for the Committee on Enrolled Bills—to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. HURLEY: A resolution (House Res. No. 453) to pay 





Kouchley, late private of boi 
Infantry Volunteers—to the 


ns Stonewall, Colo., asking for 









Also, a H. R. 9739) to increase the pension of Alexander 
G. Willette the Guseeliaavan Invalid Pensions. 


Mr. FOSS A bill (H. R. 9740) to extend 
By eee. ( ) cer- 


tain 
B - aes ‘A bill (HL R. 9741) for the relief of Robert 
D. the Committee on Claims. 


Also, a bill CL =o ee Clanssen— 


to the Committee on W 


F, 
By Mr. MOOREARY of Kentucky: A bil H. R. 9744) for the 
benefit of the 


By Mr. LONG: A Ht 748 for the relief of Benjamin 
Ragas to i A all ar Claims. 


the heirs of Peter J. Hiatt—to the Committee on War 


Claims. 

By Mr. McLACHLAN: A bill (H. R. 9745) for the relief of 
John H. Lillie, «f Los Angeles, Cal.—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 


By Mr. SORG: A bill (H. R. 9746) for the relief of Cornelius 
New York 


Also, a bill (H. R. War) tor the reli of Charles Lenharr, late 


of Company Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry Volunteers—to the 
Committee on omen Affairs. 


By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 9748) for relief of Mathew 
urns—to the Committee on Claims, 
By Mr. SULLOWAY: CA all onaA<$8 


Lydia G. Cate—to the 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXTI, ee er 


were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred 


ane Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the Trades League of Phila- 
aS Le aeeneanh ae tar tana ae eee 
Government—to the Committee on Ways and 


oy itr. Se ee ae McMains, agent 


an investigation of 
fficial corraption in the Maxwell grant case—to the Committee 


on the Public Lands, 


Mr. BINGHAM: Resolutions of the California Wool Asso- 
on, favoring the enactment of the Dingley bill—to the Com- 


mittee % on Ways and Means. 


Also, resolutions of the Trades of Philadelphia, urging 
the immediate enactment of revenue laws for the increase of rev- 
enue—to the Committee on Ways and Means. - 

By Mr. ie teweat Gaines appropriation to of ie eaters 
house at cinnati, Ohio, for an ciency 
in compensations—to the Commi sappy < 


B CANNON: Petition of Mrs. Ogle, of om, 
Th, praying for an increase of Committee on 
BE od orcncaber de Sargon of tho pension service snot sinced 

examining surgeons 
aur: civil-service law—to the on Reform in the Civil 


Mr. COOK of Wisconsin: Resolution of the Commercial 
on of Superior, Wis., ae ee = honorable means to 


induce the Secre and other officers in authority to 
ths con ata ary date pws Sterne t to completing 


the improvements at Duluth and harbors—to the Com- 
mittee on Rivers and 

Also, resolution of the Trades , urg- 
ing the immediate enactment of revenue laws expenses 
ie Soe Gee and 


saree take such action as se 
cure full and bled, aking that, Congres ee Senge See 





W. H. Grimshaw from June 12 to December 6, 1896—to the Com- | on our fellow-citizens in Turkey, and to 
mittee on Accounts. of person, , and in the prosecution of their 
Also, a resolution (House Res. No, 454) to place W. H. Grim- pations—to the 
shaw on soldiers’ roll in place of John Ryan, deceased—to the| By Mr. DALZELL: Resolutions of the 
Committee on Accounts. delphia, aon legislation to raise revenue—tu the 
By Mr. TRACEY: A resolution (House Res. No. 455) to employ | Committee on _ Means. 
fifieen additional folders—to the Committee on Accounts. By Mr. GROUT: Resolutions adopted by & California Wool 
favoring the immediate adoption of the Dingley bill— 
to the Committee on Ways and ; 
PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. By Mr of 60 of Upper Sandusky, 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following | Ohio, in favor of House bill No. 9209, a service 
titles were presented and referred as follows: to all honorably “men of war 
ph My. ALLEN of Mississippi: A bill (H. R. 9737) for the relief | of the rebellion—to the on 
letcher B. Neblett, administrator of Richmond T. Rutledge, 


deceased—to the Committre on War Claims. 
ea ene A bill (H. R. 9738) to increase the pension 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 












HENDERSON: Resolutions of the California Wool 
Samay Sea Be pemagn of tin Dinghy So Sa 


ape 
By Mr. IDOX: Petition of the heirs of Elijah Pinson, de- 
reference of his war 


Mr. McCLEARY : of W. M. Davis, of 
Minn., in relation to the tariff—to on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. McCREARY pany House 
ee to the Committee 
on War 

By Mr. O at a meeting of 
citizens of Franklin, Ind., December 15, 1896, favoring action by 
ee ee ba—to the Commi on 

Mr. SORG: Paper to accom y House bill for the relief 
of les the on Mili Affairs. 


of Cornelius 


Nicaragua with accompanying map—to the Committee on 
Interstate and F 
By Mr. VAN V HIS: Petition of numerous citizens of Wash- 


ington County, Ohio, praying for the submission of an amendment 
Deity in the Constitution of the United States— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
dccrnsed, Ito of Wayne County, N. C., praying for rterenco a 
° ayne an , ® *? or re erence 
a ee ie ttee on War 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, December 19, 1896. 
The House met at 12 o'clock m., and was called to order by the 


‘er. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. Henry N. CoupeEn. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read. 





t up. 
e Journal as 
Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I to t the Recorp. I 
am evening's session as saying 
that in 1885 decided that Gray’s Battalion 
were not entitled to the benefits of the Mexican war pension act. 
That, of course, is an error, as act had not passed at that time 
I was to portions of the committee report, and 
what I intended to was General Black admitted a num- 
ber of the members of ee ee 
oro that they were not en to the benefits of 





STaTE oF GEORGIA, EXECUTIVE Orrice, 
Atlanta, December 18, 1396. 







MY Dear Sir: On 16th instant there 
Third Congressional district of Georgia to All the vacancy in the Fifty fourth 
<oneroes couned by the Gesth of the Hon. Charles A There was only 
- pom a yee ome = Cepank Me sacanead OE the votes 
“a ashington. 7 “ 
+ yours, 
[sea.) W. ¥. ATKINSON, 





Governor of Georgia. 








Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I ask that Mr. Crisp 
be sworn in. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. TURNER] 
asks that Mr. Crisp be sworn in. That will require unanimcus 
consent of the House. 

“Mr. TURNER of Georgia. I ask unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I understand these are not the 
credentials in the usual form, but that this is simply a communi- 
cation from the governor of Georgia. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. It seems to be an official communi- 
cation from the governor informing the House ofthe result of 
the election. 

Mr. DINGLEY. But not the ordinary credentials. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. I will state to the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Diva.Ey] that the election of this gentleman is uni- 
versally conceded, and there was no opposition whatever. So far 
from there being any prospect of a contest, the election itself was 


ees > “pind trict. 
* DIN GLEY. : or faction in the district 


have seen that statement in the public 


Mr. TURNER of Georgia. I therefore ask unanimous consent 
that the tleman be sworn as a member of the House, without 
waiti or the formal credentials. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent. Is 
there objection? 

was no objection. 

Mr. Crisp, accompanied by Mr. Bartuett of Georgia and Mr. 

— appeared at the bar of the House and took the oath of 


URGENT DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. - 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I am directed to report, from the 
Committee on Appropriations, an urgent deficiency bill carrying 
about $800,000, and I ask unanimous consent that it may have 
immediate consideration in the House. I believe it will not take 
more than three or four minutes to dispose of it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon], 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations. asks unanimous 
consent to report an urgent deficiency bill, and that the same be 
considered by the House now. 

Mr. B 'Y. Pending that, I desire to make a parliamentary 
inquiry. Of course that bill would be open to amendment in the 
House, the same as if it were considered in Committse of the 
Whole? 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman chooses, I will request that 
the bill be considered in the House under the five-minute rule. 

SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request as modified? 


There was no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 9753 tions to ly ent deficiencies i 
the osietha ie > aye June dd, Is7, and for ts pentth 
and for 

Mr.CANNON. As this is under the five-minute rule, Iask that 
the first reading be dispensed with and that the bill be read for 
amendmen’ 


t. 

The SPEAKER. The 
the bill be dispensed wi 
ment. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 


tleman asks that the first reading of 
and that the bill be read for amend- 


The Clerk proceeded to read the bill, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the following sums be, and the same are hereby, 
a out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
tosupply deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year 1897, and for 
other objects hereinafter stated namely: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


Co t expenses, Independent Treasury: For contingent expenses 
under the requirements of section 3658 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the 
a ree 4 and for transportation of notes, bonds. and other securities of 

United States for the fiscal years as follcws: 

For the fiscal year 1897, $100,000. 

For the fiscal year 1896, $2,004.21. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


For completion of post-office at Columbus, Ga., $4,000. 


Navy DEPARTMENT. 
BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION AND REPAIR 

Preservation and completion of vessels on the stocks and in ordinary; pur- 
chase of materials and stores of all kinds; steam steerers, pneumatic steer- 
ers, steam capstans, steam windlasses, and other steam auxiliaries; labor in 
navy-yards and on fore stations; purchase of machinery and tools for use 
; Wear, tear, repair of vessels afloat; general care, increase, and 

on of the Navy in the line of construction and repair; incidental 
expenses, such as advertising, freight, foreign postage, telegrams, telephone 


service, photogra, , boo! rofessional magazines, plans, stationery, and 
instruments for pee only $500,000. ; : 
BUREAU OF STEAM ENGINEERING. 
To carry on the current work of the Bureau in repairs to machinery of 
naval vessels, and furnishing necessary stores and supplies therefor, $200,000. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
For compensation of one clerk, class 4, from January 1 to June 30, 1897, $900, 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I am unable to know when the 
Clerk reaches the end of a paragraph. With the consent of the 
House, I will ask the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] if it 
be true that this bill has not been printed? 

Mr. CANNON. It is now reported to the House for the first 
time. 

Mr. BAILEY. And has never been printed? 

Mr. CANNON. It has not been printed. I have acopy, printed 
for the use of the committee, which I can send to the gentleman, 
I am sure that when the gentleman hears a brief explanation he 
will see that the committee is justified in its course. I will make 
the explanation now or later. When the gentleman hears it, I 
think he will see that the committee is justified in asking imme- 
diate consideration, instead of waiting for the printing of the bill 
and for its consideration on Monday. 

Mr. BAILEY. I think the House is entitled to at least a brief 


explanation. 
r. CANNON. Certainly. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] 
has the floor. 

Mr, CANNON. If the gentleman prefers, I will make the ex- 

lanation now. This is a bill covering practically five items: 

first, ‘‘Contingent expenses, Independent Treasury,” $102,000, in 
round numbers. That fund by the ist of January will be ex- 
hausted. The bare statement of that fact is sufficient to show the 
necessity for the appropriation. The amount of the appropria- 
tion for this purpose, as is usual, did not come up to the estimate 
by this amount, and when this appropriation is made, the service 
for this year will not cost quite as much as it did for last year. 

The next item is a small deficiency in the service for miscellane- 
ous items of expenditure in the Treasury Department contingent 
fund, which was incurred unavoidably and awaits appropriation 
for payment. 

In the Navy Department, in the next two items, are one of $500,- 
000 for the Bureau of Construction and Repair and another of 
$200,000 for the Bureau of Steam Engineering. The Committee 
on Appropriations very carefully examined these estimates, hav- 
ing the heads of these Bureaus before it, in addition to the formal 
estimates, which have been submitted to the committee, and they 
made a searching examination. We find that the appropriations 
carried by the naval appropriation bill for the current year for 
these Bureaus have been substantially exhausted, so that on the 
ist day of January work will have to cease on the repairs of the 
va-ious ships that now need it. It is proper for me to say that 
the time has arrived, in our policy of creating a navy, to repair 
those ships that have been in commission and service from four 
to six years. They are much larger, more powerful, more expen- 
sive, and repairs more expensive, than ships of the old Navy, and 
the committee believe—in fact, it was so stated by the officers 
before us—that in the Navy, as upon the land, “‘A stitch in time 
saves nine.” These repairs would cost lessif made pronzptly than 
if they should run a year or two and increase. 

I will state further that the committee believes the House desires 
to be entirely practical, and in the main, so far as we have a new 
Navy, we believe it to be of efficient ships, well armed and ready 
fer service, equal,so far as it goes, with any navy on the seas; 
and we believe that those repairs can be kept up as they are neces- 
sary at less expense than to let them wait. And we believed 
further, to be entirely practical, that our we should be in good 
condition; and so far as I am concerned, I would rather keep it in 
good condition for service really needed than to rush into the 
newspapers for interviews or to perform by word of mouth for 
war in time of ; 

Mr. SAYERS. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman will allow me, I 
desire to state, in reference to these appropriations for the Na 
that unless they be made before the recess, many employees wil 
have to be discharged from the various navy-yards; and it is there- 
fore absolutely necessary that these appropriations should pass 
both Houses before the recess. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, as to the employment of the navy-yard 
force, as I understand, you can not make repairs without employ- 
ing somebody to do the repairs; but the committee was thor- 
oughly satisfied that these repairs can be most economically made 
now; that it is necessary to have this appropriation to make them, 
and that the ships ought to be, from a standpoint of public econ- 
omy, kept in good condition. 

Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. Speaker, I would like to.ask my friend 
a question. 

r. CANNON. Certainly. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Is it not true that these repairs are abso- 
lutely necessary for the purpose of keeping the Navy of the United 
States practica. Wy upon a war footing? 

Mr. CANNON, Oh, well, to keep it upon a proper footing in 
peace, and efficient in war if war comes. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Would not a war footing be the proper 
footing Wwe 3 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, I want to say to the gentleman that this 


ee ee 


- 


elit 


is a substantial recommendation to do a —~, , to 
keep our small but efficient Na ‘in good ropa, as it ought to be 
kept, in peace or in war, for = So 
choose,in peace. And I make this recommendation— ha 
made it twelve months and, ; 
make recommendations, 
readily as I make it now; and I do not want anything I have 
here in recommending this eee be considered as 
threat to anybody. -— Se a 
world now. I would rather do subsiantial things. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For compensation of two assistant messengers from January 1 to June 30, 


1897, . 
el ye ee Oe ee eee 


That the approprintion of CGAle mabe i Be seas a, 

June 1). 000, to ute Se See eee oe such 
assistant attorneys, agents, chepepeenens. pare 
States attorney for the Court of Private Land an mag be necemnes, 
is hereby made available for expenses the year 1897, 
and until the expiration of the term of service 


court. 
nt en cet ce le eee are 


—— ss ony eapece: the United States or of any State 


That United States marshals may poueee in the settlement of 
pata for services 


ine with sections 782 or Statutes of the 
ce , 
rendition , 


of Columbia, $22,600. 
To ofa ease 
tion at Fort Leavenworth, Kans., and for purposes, under act of 
June 10, 1896, $25,000. : 

LEGISLATIVE. 


For payment of the of the respective 
the moat of Government the of the 


messengers for to 
votes electors of 
and View Precious of the Ungee ene et Se ee 
of the estimated distance by the most road traveled from the of 
m of the electors to a 
puted for the one distance only, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Foe mulscelinaens Shans: Sut: Seas Se Spee eee See an 


or fuel and oil for the heating apparatus, 33,000. 
To pay the account of the Keystone File Company, $538.50. 
PUBLIC PRINTING. 


That the un dot talenene ee 


bin for the 


and shall be e 


ing ter that court 
rwise order. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker 
— in charge of this measure if 
w? 
. CANNON. Which? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The last item 
as to how certain printing shall be done 
Mr. CANNON. It does not change law, I will 
my friend. We have inquired into this matter, and 
heretofore it has been done in this way. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to reserve 
inst that item. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 'W To te very great 
; ‘ e are a 
This is the first time an 
ered in this House without printing; and 
we had entered into the consi tion 


. CANNON. 
sions in the last session of this 
when this has been done. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I venture to say it was never done unless 
unanimous consent was asked to so consider it. \ 
Mr. CANNON. Unanimous consent was asked to consider 
Mr. RICHARDSON. We had no notice that it was to be con- 
sidered. Not having been ted, 
bill, and do not know what 


an 
Mr. CANNON 


and the bill is sought to be passed 
be enacted into law before the beginning of the holiday 
next Tuesday. 


co oe iN. chee ee ee ee We 
ve bills 
Mr. GANNON, “Well, I suy to the mat 


new Bills have been in this 
practice. way 





@ statement of the facts and reasons, and, if he desires, it can be 


read. 
Mr. DOCKERY. Isuggest that it be printed in the Recorp. 
Mr. McMILLIN. Iam perfectly willing that it shall be printed 
in the Recorp, if the gentleman from Texas does not desire to 
have it read at this time, and will have it done, with the permis- 
sion of the House. 


TENNESSEE CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION. 


The Committee on Aggneneinions, which has had under consideration the 
bill (H. B. 8198) to aid and encourage the hold of the Tennessee Centennial 
Exposition at Nashville, Tenn., in the year , and make an appropriation 
therefor, submit the following report: 

The corporation known as “ The Centennial E tion Com y of Ten- 
nassee * was chartered for the purpose of celebrat an impo: t event in 
the history of the nation (the admission of Tennessee as a State into the 
Union), as well as for the encouragement and support of art, agricultural, 
horticultural, and cal arts, such as fairs, exhibitions, art exhibits, 
and associations of like nature. The charter of incorporation was filed under 
the laws of Tennessee on the Mth day of J uly. 18%. The general powers of 
said corporation are such as are nn conferred upon like organizations. 

Nashville, Tenn., where this exposition is to be held, isa city of about 100,000 
inhabitants, having, according to the census of 1899,a population of about 
9.000 in eacess of the population of Atlanta,Ga. The population of Tennessee 
is 1,767,518, according to the census of 1890. The resources of the State are 
varied and almost matchless. : 

Tennessee was admitted into the Union June 1,1796. The Tennessee Cen- 
tenaial Exposition is the outgrowth of a patriotic desire on the part of the 
‘people of Tennessee to mark with becomin, Sapits and display the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of thatevent. It is dis’ ly a patriotic enterprise, and 
is therefore necessarily State and national in its character. 

For a decade t there has been a fee omens Tennesseans that the 
nature of the celebration shouid be a great exposition of the arts, sciences, 
azxd industries, because such demonstrations are educational, and the memor 
of them is lasting, As the time approached the feeling grew stronger, unt: 
in June, 1804, a largely attended mass convention of dis i Tennes- 
seans met in the State capitol and formally launched the enterprise and 
organized a ment to preside over its destinies. 

The principles laid down at the convention were that the exposition should 
be built by astock association with a capital of $750,000, and that it should be 
held at Nashville, the capital of the State; that its purposes should be to 
show the history and R of the State during the century of its exist- 
ence, and to illustrate in the most effective manner possible the greatness of 
the United States as a nation; to commemorate the lofty character of the 
founders of the Republic and of the State, and to — the importance 
of maintaining that spirit of self sacrificing, patriotic devotion to country 
and to duty; to stimulate ong all lines of industry, and to promote the 
most friendly feelings between the sections of the common country by invit- 
ing all States and the Government of the United States to participate. 

The convention adjourned and the work of providing funds for the carry- 
ing out of itsintentions wastakenup. Theduty of the start naturally 
Yell to the — of Nashville, and when a canvass was made the response 
was prompt and enthusiastic. Your committee is advised that the auditor’s 
report for April 25, 1896, shows the following sums to have been contributed 
to the gene fund and paid by citizens of Nashville, the city of Nashville, 
and the county of Davidson, in which the city of Nashville is located, to wit: 
Private subscripticns by citizens $151,511.00 
Subscription by Davidson Count 100, 000.00 
Subscriptioa by municipality of 5 
Subscription from miscellaneous 


Total subscription to general fund 


Of the fore subscriptions and donations, $225,053.87 
valk Goose eee .838 to be on the two calls yet ; 

The Tennessee ture of gave specific authority to county courts 
to make appropriations for a State exhibit, and under this act $55,000 has been 
set aside to be used solely for nn resources of Con- 
sidering this amount in conn m wi 
ese au temas tor tceapeiion naa 
money set apart for 

Your committee is advised that immediately after June 1, when the cen- 
tennial and inaugural ceremonies will occur, an organized movement will bs 
made by prominent men in the State todoubie the present su 
and that success will certainly crown their efforts; that no subscriptions to 
the capital stock have been ted since September, 1895, for the reason that 
more money was not immediately an that when the requests are 
renewed the responses will be prompt and liberal. 

The counties of the State fnat $00, begun making their a ions, 
and from this source an additional eee beset aside. Your committes 
is also advised that bills are fore all | tures now in session 

sroviding for the resentation of such States at the Tennessee Centennial 

2x position, and measures will intred in all legislatures that 
assemble next January; that invitations have been extended to forei 
tries to make displays, and & number of them, notably Japan, Mex and 
Chile, have evinced a purpose to accept. The —— seems, in the fudg- 
ment of your committee, to be an os and hencef: the 
way will be smooth. The enterprise has me well seated in the minds of 
the people, and as no similar event will occur in the United States during 
1807, it will be obliged to attract many exhibitors and visitors. 

The construction of six of the main exposition a begun in Jan- 
uary, 1896, and five of them wil! be finished by June L. pete einen be 
peers of designs and buildings now nearly completed, marvels of 

xeauty in architecture. The commerce building, on account of its immense 
size, will not be completed before July. The erection of the agriculture build- 
ing has been commen: and it will show very material 

During the summer six other did structures will be 

be completed by January 1, 1867. The tion will open May 1, 1897, and 
continue iereueh six months to October 30, 1897. The of Centennial 
Park, which is a 200-acre tract of blue-grass land in the imm te suburbs of 
Nashville, was begun last fali and is now about . “Twolakes have been 
axcavated and filled with water, the walks and roadways have been macadam- 
ized, and thousands of roses, evergreens, flowering shrubs. and additional 
shade trees have been set out. work will be continued, so that by the 
spring of 1897 the park may be more beautiful than the grounds of any exposi- 
tion held heretofore have n. 

The patriotic nature of the Tennessee Centennial Exposition will be better 
understood from the statement that the executive committee of twenty-one 
members and all the officers, with the — exception of the director-general, 
whv has immediate charge of the ration and construction, serve with- 
out any salary whatever, and from che further statement that no charge will 
be made forspace for exhibiteinany of the exposition buildings. The executive 


coun- 


committee was selected from among the best 
have the control of the 


te tions. 
The sum asked for according to this bill is but 
the Secretary of 


Scoeaterteat 


tion is not to take effect until 


on alain, eel oes 
mastunh toh nue ak eee oe, 


is much 


ecutive 
tution and National Museum, and the U: 
articles and materials as illustrate the 
of the Government in time —— its resources asa war power, 
demonstrate the nature of our instituticns and their adaptation to the 
ie."” 
ttee is persuaded, aside from the that 
of the pe le who either as a re 


of the admission of Ten- 
Union is an event = 


to 
and such as to commend itself to recagaiiéon buy Onmgress 
Your committee report the 


herewith without amendment ond 
recommend its passage. 
Mr. TALBERT. I want to ask the 


y appropriation on part of 

— expenditure which it will incur in making its own 
Mr. McMILLIN. Nota dollar. On the contrary, the bill ex- 
pressly provides that the Government shall not pay any 

of the expenses of the exposition, ole Seamaas g the 
Government are forbidden to incur any liabilities on the part of 
the United States in addition to what is appropriated by this bill. 
A pestion even of: Shas goes Lam whee Sea 

is 

=. The bill effectually guards the interests of the 


Mr. TALBERT. 
as it sees 





_ been entered uw 








woul be weeh & seatase over? yest. In 


Heat te ose Bi year I a ee 
appropriating something more than $200, assist 
Er helding a0 of this kind in the city of Omaha, and 
it a the bill without reading it. 
Mr. The bill was read. 
Mr. Seren care eene ot Guat Nee Sees ae ret oie 
tu wearte , 1 was unch; 
Se ian intemal i 6 een cones. ett 
the bill was , passed 


priation for the of holding another centennial 

Mr. aA ill the gentleman allow me to interrogate him? 

Mr. ‘ 

Mr. MAHON. Does not the gentleman know that the million 
dollars the General Government for the Centen- 
nial ladelphia in 1876 was paid back with 
interest 


Mr. CANNON, I presume gen from Texas [Mr 

BaILey] desires to be accurate. 
r. BAILEY. Ido. 

Mr. CANNON. . There was a loan of a million or a million and 
a half of dollars to assist in that ition, which amount was 
repaid; but the Government put up its own at its own 
expense, and made its own exhibit. just as it to do here. 


The Philadelphia exhibit, the Chicago exhibit, and the Atlanta 
exhibit cost much more than this is to cost. 

Mr. BAILEY. There is no question about the fact that the 
loan of $1,500,000 was repaid under legal proceedings. I am not 
mistaken abou 


about that. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, it came back into the Treasury. 
Mr. BAILEY. It came back under legal compulsion. 
Mr. Speaker, I have no ion that the course which has 
will ever be reversed. I expect that before we 
are through with this matter all the towns and cities in the land 
will have the benefit of similar appropriations, and when we finish 
the circle, I expect to see it made & second tine, until within 
fifty years, at a moderate estimate, $50,000,000 will have been 
expended by the Government for purposes of this kind. - 

ow, if appropriations of this sort are justified upon the ground 


that in this way the Government is assisting in the education of 
the people, I do not hesitate to 00 ewes pan. Se mann 2 sr the 
same money in the maintenance a proposition 


common schools— 
to which I am utterly opposed; but if the Government is going to 


undertake to educate the people, let us educate those who need it 
most. Let us go out and take those who are i t and to 

tions are as arule people who are able to travel—people 
who see some of the world anyway ple who do not need 
this kind of ed Appropriations of this sort are a 


on the part of the Government, and though I have no hope of pre- 
venting them, I must protest against then.. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, the first 
kind was, I believe, for the exposition at phia; 


was & t 

Exposition, ta appropriation. 
that point had been reached, I was quite content to quit. It 

seemed to me we had come toa point where we ought to . But 

then the appropriation for wend theotek; end  eceme to 


me, as that went through, that this has quite as much merit, and 
it is for another portion of the country. , however, hope that in 
the future the House will stop making appropriations of this kind, 
EP ee ee a aEey seennee AUNTS 1 


a ee 
Mr. LOUD. Why not stop now? Is not this as good a time as 
rt. CANNON. Fie ee ee now?” 
was an 


put that question when 


I tried at that time to have the House . 
Mr. DOCKERY. Gen now?” In 


Ba ay 
.DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, before the vote is taken, I desire 
to make a single ; 

The from Tennessee [Mr. McMILLin], in ing of 
this exposition at Nashville, alluded to it as ig the 


of the one hundredth anniversary of the admission of 
into the Union. While that is true in point of time, 


XXIX——-20 


yet I would dislike v 
accepted here that the 
to go to the expense of aiding any purely State exposition by mak- 

































much to have the idea presented and 
vernment of the United States proposes 


Governmentexhibit contemplated in this bill, at an expendi- 


ture of $130,000. 


Up to the present time I think all of the appropriations that 


have been made by Congress for this purpose have been for expo- 
sitions international, or at least national, in their character; and 
the appropriations for them have been justified on the ground 
that they were rather of an international or interstate character 
than as relating veneer oe any State. 


Mr. McMILL 
The proposed exhibit at 


mtleman is entirely correct in that. 
ashville is of that character. Invita- 


tions have been extended to all countries to participate. 


Mr. DINGLEY. I so understand. 

Mr. McCALL of Tennessee. This exposition will be known as 
the Tennessee Centennial and Internationa Exposition. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Of course, Mr. Speaker, everyone will see at 
—- the danger of making appropriations for purely State expo- 

tions. 

This bill provides for foreign exhibits as well as for the exhibits 
from the various States in the Union, and is for that reason rather 
of an international character. But I should not care to have it 
eo that we had started out on the plan of aiding a purely 

te exposition. It must be international, or at least national, 
in character to justify such action on our part. And while I am 
not going to enter into the question of the wisdom of these appro- 
priations, yet it must be conceded by all that such expositions, 
within the proper sphere, do subserve a great national purpose. 
There is no doubt of that; but care must be taken that a misap- 
prehension in regard to the action of Congress in suck matters 
may not exist’among the people that we will participate in and 
appropriate for a purely Stateexposition, or even an exposition on 
narrower grounds where people come and ask the Government's 
aid Seca Unoverhonent exhibit. We must put it on the higher 
ground that itis purely nationalor international, as I have already 


said. 

Further, these expositions are not supposed to be multiplying 
until they cover every State in the Union. Inthe Omahacase, as 
I am informed, twenty-five States claimed to be interested. In 
the present instance the various States of the Union are invited to 
participate, as well as the governments of foreign nations. 

But I only desired at this time to enter a caveat against the idea 
that -_ are aiding, by Government exvenditure, a purely State 
exhibit. 

Mr. McCALLof Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say a word 
by way of explanation to the House. This Tennessee Centennial 
and International Exposition is not a local or mere State affair. 
The citizens of the State have already subscribed and expended 
some $400,000 in the inauguration of this enterprise. We will 
make a great success of it ourselves, but what we want is to have 
the Government help us to make it a still greater success. We 
expect to have people and exhibits from all of the States of the 
Union as well as from abroad. They are already asking for space 
from all parts of the country, which is being assigned to them, 
and, with the exception of the Chicago Exposition, we intend to 


make this the greatest State and International Exposition ever 
held in this country. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Will not thegentleman except the 
Philadelphia Exposition? 


Mr. McCALL of Tennessee. Well, I doubt very much whether 
we will not make it a greater success ever than that. We intend 
to make it a great success. It is already a great success as far 
as we have eee , and now all we want is the Government's bless- 
ing that it s be even a greater success. 

. DOCKERY. It would be cheaper for us to give you the 
Government's benediction. That would save something like 
$130,000. [Laughter. 

Mr. WASHINGTON. Mr. Speaker, a single word with refer- 
ence to the criticism of my friend from Maine [Mr. reened 
that it would not be proper for the Government of the United 


States to appropriate 7 for participation in what might be a 
— State ition. In this case that objection could not 
possibly arise. e Tennessee Centennial Exposition has long 


ago passed far beyond the point of a State affair. 

There were transmitted last year, through the State Depart- 
ment, invitations to all the civilized nations of the earth to par- 
ticipate in this exposition. Replies and acceptances have been 
received from a very large number of them, and in many instances 
space has already been allotted, and many foreign exhibits are in 
transit to this country. Indeed, some have already arrived. 

It is also an interstate exposition, and several of the State legis- 
latures, ially in the North and East, have made appropria- 
tions for the erection of buildings on the ground alot sod to them 
on the site of the pro exposition. The Stateof Rhode Island 
has a building already under construction. 
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Our own buildings have been already erected and completed in 
@ large measure. The grounds have been graded and beautified, 
trees planted, walks and drives macadamized. In fact, all the 
necessary preparations have been finished to make this exposition 
a grand success. A plat of ground has been allotted for the Gov- 
ernment building, and if this bill should not pass and the Govern- 
ment should fail to participate in our centennial exposition, that 
plat of ground will remain unoccupied, and on it will stand a 

oard bearing the inscription: ‘‘ This space reserved for the United 
States Gevernment building and exhibit.” 

The people of Tennessee, individually and by counties and cities 
and corporations, have subscribed and paid $458,943.77 to the capi- 
tal stock of the e ition company. The remaining $41,056.23 
necessary to meet the requirements of the proposed appropriation 
by Congress will be raised within the next ten days, $9,000 of that 
amonnt having been already pledged. The passage of this bill 
will inspire our people with new energy and stimulate them to 
further effort. In addition to the already large, commodious, 
and handsome buildings that have been completed, the manage- 
ment propose at once to begin the construction of three or four 
other buildings, in order to meet the daily increasing demand for 
more space by exhibitors. 

One word more. The centennial exposition will open its doors 
complete in every detail on the 1st of May, 1897. If the Govern- 
ment is to havean exhibit there, itis vital that this measure should 
pass now in order to insure sufficient time to erect the Govern- 
ment building and to p e eee the various objects in the 
several Departments which will form the exhibit. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time. 

The question being taken on the passage of the bill, Mr. BarLzy 
demanded a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 127, nays 25. 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I believe a bill like this ought not 
te be passed with less than a quorum, and I make the point of no 
quorum. It will save time if the ge tleman will give us the yeas 
and nays. I would have demanded the yeas and nays except that 
I did not desire to waive the point of no quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. BarILey] 
makes —— of no quorum, 

Mr. GI IN. I hope the gentleman from Texas will not insist 
on the point of order. 

The SPEAKER (after counting the House). One hundredand 
eighty-six members present—a quorum. The ayes haveit, and the 
bill is passed. 

On motion of Mr. McCALL of Tennessee, a motion to reconsider 
the last vote was laid on the table. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I am directed by the Com- 
miitee on Rules to submit a report, and upon it I ask the previous 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa (Mr. HENDERSON] 
submits the following report from the Committee on Rules, on 
which he asks for the previous question. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The Committee on Rules, to whom was referred House resolution No. 439, 


have had the same under consideration, and hereby report the following sub- 
stitute therefor: 


“Resolved, That on Tuesday, January 5, 1897, immediately after the reading 
of the Journal, the House resolve itself into ttee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the consideration of H. R. No. 4566, a bill 
to amend the tal laws relating to second-class mail matter; that sai bill 
shall be considered under the rules governing general debate d the said 
day and the following day, Jan AS oe oe the hour of 2 p. m., at which time 
general debate shall close, and said shall then be open to amendmen: and 
consideration under the five-minute ruie until 4 p. m., at which time the com- 
mittee shall rise and report the bill ed pms amendments to the House. 
The previous question shall be conside as ordered on the pending amend- 
ments and bill to its final passage.” 


Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Speaker-—— 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I have asked for the previous 
question. 

Mr. QUIGG. Do I understand that the rule allows two days of 
general debate? 

Mr. McMILLIN. In order that the right may not be waived, 
I = 4 the gentleman to consent that a second be considered as 
ordered——— 

Mr. HENDERSON. I demanded the previous question when I 
presented the report. 

ved McMILLIN (continuing). Otherwise all debate will be 
cut of, 

The SPEAKER, Thegentileman asks for the previous question, 
which, if ordered before any debate is had, would give twenty 
minutes’ debate on a side. 

Mr. BINGHAM, Will the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Hen- 
PERSON} 

Mr. HENDERSON. Letus have the previous question ordered, 
and then I will answer your question. 

The previous question was ordered. 
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Mr. HENDERSON. The gentleman from New York [Mr, 

QuiIGG] asked me a question, but Lcould nothearhim. 
Mr. QUIGG. I inquired, Mr. Speaker, whether this rule gave 

two days for general debate. I did not quite understand the read- 


ing by the Clerk. 
r. HENDERSON. It gives one day for general debate and 
until 2 o’clock on the next day; then from 2 until 4 o'clock on the 
second day for debate and amendment under the five-minute rule; 
then the amendments and the bill to be voted upon, the previous 
question being considered as ordered. 
Mr. QUIGG. May I inquire whether the time for general de- 
bate is not a little problematical under the rule? 
Mr. HEND 
nal. There is no opportunity to cut off the time that is set. 
Mr. QUIGG. I did not hear the reading very - 
The SPEAKER. The questionis on -to the resolution, 
Mr. CANNON. Is the gentleman from New York [Mr. Quiaa]} 


posed to the bill? 
ee UIGG. Lam 


under the special order? As 1 understand the 
gives general debate for one day, and on the 
o'clock, and then two hours for 
means no amendment. If the is 
other members ave eel ee 
it ought to be considered and amended and 
tically to be considered and amended, and 
the case may be, it can not be done except under the 
of the House. DS ee eee the 
special order. I call the gentleman’s attention to that fact. 

Me ENDED, ue a ass Setetin om 

: = as 

oo earl ecitemeaiaes nied St Be oe aS f 
the mos P 
as isan cheered 
changes ws. 
now, ex as to one or two features 
bear in mind when it comes to vote on 

‘The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
this rule we have got to vote for 
so—I could not hear the i 
have to vote against the rule. 
changes in the present postal 
California [Mr. Loup, says are 
doubt it very much. The statement 
ifornia [Mr. Me this bill will sa 
sum of from $20,000,000 to $40,000, 


100,000 would be saved on what is 

privilege. So that the estimate of the Postmaster-General 
time was that that bill would save $2,100,000. I can very easily 
demonstrate that the bill will cost a t deal more than that in 
the revenues of the Government in matter and fourth- 
class matter, which, as the gentleman from California says, are 
the paying branches of the service, and which are greatly increased 
from the results of the second-class circulation. - 
di Sian heer in the laws twenty 

inary powers. e now have ws 
of ons, which have all the Galt mane law, for every 
twenty lines of law. The powers we have already the 
Postmaster-General with are so vast that he does ; 


to tell us 
himself. That is the way, I admit, that most of 
now in the book of postal laws were 
ce; and this bill confers upon the Postmaster- 


How much time have I, Mr. Speaker? 
ene The gentleman has used five minutes of his 
e. ’ 
Mr. QUIGG. This bill proposes to confer upon the 
Guna ae oo The characteristics of muil 
in Se ee ee ae oe 
ostmaster-General say, 


‘rule of the mails 
as subscribers were 














tance of this proposed legislation is conceded on all hands. Two 
ons are made to the adoption of this rule. The objection 

made by my colleague [Mr. Bincnam] who has just taken his 
seat is that the bill has already been under consideration by this 
House, and constitutes now an item of unfinished business. While 
that is true, it is unfinished business in the second morning hour, 
and my friend knows that the first morning hour, under the rules 
of this House, isa morning hour of indefinite duration, so that the 
chances are that this bill may not come up for a very long time. 
Therefore, if it is to be considered at all, it ought to be considered 
so that if it pass the House it can go to the Senate and receive 
a there. The other objection made to the rule is that 

is not sufficient time allowed. 

Now, this bill contains practically but a single proposition. It 
relates to second-class matter. It is not a long bill, and very little 


ordinary 
way. There was no objection the other day to its consideration, | time will be required to consider amendments which will put it 
in such shape as gentlemen opposing it, or as the House, may 


provided the —— from California would consent to wait 
desire, and besides, the bill has already been discussed the greater 
"| = of aday. In addition to all that, the House must remember 
t 





not “ volun ” subscribers. Actually, this bill ; the Post- 
miaste™-General with power tosay, Your subscribers —— 
scribe voluntarily, consequently you can not send your publi- 
icc ne aan ts of power in this bill. Tianannuon 
various gran 
can say what is a “ ical.” At present the law assumes to say 
what a “ is, and describes exactly what qualifications 
a publication must have in order to be considered a periodical. Un- 
Cir tthe Till Cheah Sepane 06 create seenes Seen tae ne eee 
General is entitled to say what a “ periodical” is, if he does 
not like the looks of it or objects to the looks of the editor or the 
publisher, he can rule it out of the mails by a stroke of his pen. 
Now, I submit, Mr. , that this ought to beconsidered 
verycarefully. Thereis no objection that I knowof to the billcom- 
ing up, to its being debated, to its being acted upon in the 

































When he came here with a proposition to take up this nobody this is the short session, and that there are other bills of press- 
had an of it, and the bill had not been thought of | ing im brought to the attention of the Committee on Rules 
since last summer, in the session; and the See every and time asked for their consideration. It is the inten- 
to take it up tway. It had been six months since i had | tion of the committee, immediately after this shall have been dis- 
looked at any of ection of documents that I have received | posed of, to t another rule fixing a time for the consideration 
from publishers and others interested in the mail service. I was | of the fun bill. The committee took into consideration all 
not — to on, and the that was made then was | the that have been made up to this time, and were 


clear in the opinion that, considering the character of this bill and 
the consideration that it had already had, sufficient time was 
allowed by the rule as reported, and I trust that the opponents of 





simply to goingon at particular hour of that u- 
lar day. But, so far as I am concerned, I 
on at oe now. The gentleman does 
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here is to be no meee me against his bill or the consid- | this bill will not attempt to shut off its consideration by the House 
eration of it; and aoe will not insist upon a rule which is so | in an orderly manner. 
sharp as this seems to be in regard to the time of debate. Arule| Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
that would simply bring the matter forward at a time, | time. 
a rule that it should be considered until it was of,and| Mr. LOUD. I ask the gentleman to yield me two or three 
disposed of within a time long en to give us a debate, I | minutes. 
would be willing to support, but a rule of this character| Mr. HENDERSON. I yield to the gentleman. 
is certainly unnecessary. Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, 1 think the rule proposed by the com- 
I reserve the balance of my time. mittee is a most liberal one, allowing seven hours for general de- 
. BINGHAM. I desire to have two or three minutes. bate and two hours for amendments. No one knows better than 











the gentleman from New York [Mr. Quica] and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania {[Mr. BrveHam] that there are but two propo- 
sitions in this bill. There are but two objections that can pos- 
sibly be raised by eitherof those gentlemen. Hence there are but 





Mr 

. Mr. ee I yield the gentleman the balance of my time. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I would like to ask the tleman the 
Committee on Rules who has tok Ghttaseie & 





























and would it notcome up immediately after the morning | two provisions in the bill that they would even seek to amend, 

hour each day unless set aside by an a tion bill or some | and it seems to me that two hours is a liberal time for amend- 
vote of the Honse sg some other tive on ments after the bill shall have received seven hours’ debate. 

r. HENDERSON. It stands as unfit business after the | Some of the statements made by the gentleman from New York 





[Mr. Quiee@] seem to be wild and misleading, as I assume they 
will be in thefuture. The chairman of the Post-Office Committee 
has made no statement that this bill will save from twenty to 
forty million dollars a year. The claim that he has made (which 
I have repeated to many gentlemen) is that this bill will probably 
save $10,000,000 a year. eshing of the loss on the transmission 
of second-class matter, the chairman has said that the amount 
was from twenty to forty million dollars, but we do not propose 














law if it is to be stamped with the favorable action of this House, 
re might never be able to reach it should its present status 
continue. 

Mr. BINGHAM. My objection to the bill is this: The Post- 


















































ee this is most important legislation. | by this bill to wipe out the second-class matter and to throw it all 
Mr. HEND IN. The gentleman is speaking in own | into the third-class, and therefore the saving will not amount to 
time, is he not, Mr. pent any such sum. The statement by Postmaster-General Wana- 

The SPEAKER, e gentleman has been for the , to which the gentleman refers, was that the loss in 1892 











remainder of the time of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The Postmaster-General assumes that this is 
most important tion, and in connection with that assump- 
tion he states in annual report that if this ! tion is not 
enacted 

in 





was about $2,200,000, but if the gentleman wants to be honest. he 
will see that that statement is incorrect and misleading, because 
at that time the Postmaster-General estimated that it cost only 3 
cents a pound to handle and transmit this matter. If he will take 
the P r-General’s own figures, he wil! find that that state- 
ment or estimate of $2,200,000 was based upon an estimated cost 
of 2 cents a pound for transmission and handling. Postmaster- 
Wanamaker made no statement or estimate of what it 
would cost to transmit this matter at 12 cents a pound. No Post- 
master-General until the present one—I say it with confidence— 
ever anticipated that it would cost 8 cents a pound to transmit all 
classes of mail matter. 
Mr. 
Mr. 















































UIGG. Will the gentleman yield to me a moment? 
UD. Geter. 
Mr. QUIGG. I call the gentleman’s attention to page 185 of 


RECORD. 
Mr. HENDERSON. I hope the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Sa not consume our time. 

Mr. QUIGG. I have the permission of the gentleman from 
California {[Mr. Loup] to ask him a question. He challenged a 
statement which I had made. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
































ment to great ng nig et och we matter not | HENDERSON} need not be solicitous. The gentleman from Cali- 

authorized by law. My only inquiry, , is whether this | fornia can take care of himself, I presume. I call the attention 

rule will give us unity to make changes in proposed Gon —— from California to these words of his on page 
° e CORD: 











At the lowest calculation, there is involved in this bill a saving to the Gov- 
ernment of $20,000,000 per annum. 


I wish to say that is the statement to which I alluded. 








Mr. LOUD. The statement, I think, must have been incorrectly 
reported. All that I have ever argued was that the amount 
would reach $10,000,000. I am willing to state that I believe the 
amount would really reach $20,000,000; but I do not believe that I 
have ever made that claim publicly. If I have, it has been a slip of 
the tongue. I havedesired to put the matter very conservatively, 
and therefore have limited the statement to $10,000,000. 

1 do not think there would have been any occasion for this rule if 
we were not compelled to take into consideration the action of some 
gentlemen in this House, particularly the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Bivnensm], who said on the evening when we had 
this bill up for consideration: 

I would have voted with the gentleman to take it up to-morrow. I will 
vote with him at any time to take up for consideration legislation on this 


subject. 

That statement was made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
I supposed, in good faith. 

Mr. BINGHAM. “The gentleman from Pennsylvania” makes 
no change in that statement. ‘‘ The tleman from Pennsyl- 
vania ” asked the gentleman in charge of the bill to give the House 
such information as would enable us to act intelligently on the 
subject. I want the gentleman’s legislation considered; I am per- 
fectiy willing to have it considered at any time. 

Mr. LOUD. The gentleman will bear in mind that he made 
that statement on the evening when we had this measure up for 
consideration. Yet be knows that he has blocked by the legis- 
lative appropriation bill the further consideraticn of this measure. 
I look simply at results, without considering the language that 
gentlemen may use. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I told the gentleman in the debate that even- 
ing that I was instructed by the Committee on Appropriations to 
bring forward the legislative bill. 

Mr. LOUD. That is something that the gentleman thought of 
subsequently, for further down in the report of the debate I see 
he made that statement. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman from California has met with 
no antagonism from me, and I do not propose to be placed in a 
false position. 

Mr. LOUD. I have only quoted the gentleman’s languag ‘ 

Mr. BINGHAM, Iam in favor of considering the legislation 
which the gentleman a I want it fully considered. 

Mr. LOUD. Then let us go ahead under this rule, which I 
think is abundantly liberal. 

Mr. HEND N. Mr. Speaker, how much time is there 
remaining on this side? 

The SPEAKER. Ten minutes. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Do gentlemen on the other side desire to 
say anything further? 

Mr. eo I I think not. 

Mr. NDERSON. In closing this discussion, I wish simply 
tosay that this isa brief bill of three pages. Its consideration 
already occupied a part of one day. ees rule we give 
it practically two more days; and, with the work which the House 
has to consider, we believe we have given this bill all the time 
that it would seem we can afford to give it. We have put this 
bill forward because it may never be reached under the ordinary 
rules; and after the decided. expression which the House has 
already given in respect to and in favor of the bill, and with the 
information before us that its is going to make a la 
saving to the Government, the ttee on Rules unanimously 
felt that they should allow the House an op ty to act upon 
it without any unreasonable delay. We bring this proposed rule 
forward now so that gentlemen of the House, i 
adopted, nay know that this measure will come up immediately 
after the holiday recess. 1 ask for a vote. 

The question being taken on agreeing to the resolution reported 
by the Committee on Rules, it was agreed to; there being on a 
division (called for Mt iene —ayes 102, noes 2. 

On motion of Mr. IN, a motion to reconsider the 
last vote was laid on the table. 

Several Mempers. Regular order. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD LEGISLATION. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Ihave another privileged report from the 


Committee on Rules. 
The SPEAKER. The es from Iowa presents a privi- 


eget eee which will be read. 
Yr. DERSON. The Committee on Rules have instructed 
m* to present the resolution which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

J 7, 1897, immediatel the 
, ts eaten arte eae [tema erent 
on the state of the Union for the consideration of H. R. No. 8189, entitled 
“A Ml to amend an act entitled ‘An act to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road and tel ph line from the Missouri Kiver to the Pacific Ocean, and to 


secure to the Government the use of the same for postal, , and other 
: ved July 1, 1862; also to amend July 2, 1864, 

said first-men- 

tal thereto, and 


issue of bonds to aid 
and to secure the payment of all 


thereof and ew 
aaa ost 


Mr. HENDERSON. Iask the previous question on the 


“te TORNER of Georgia. If the gentleman will I 
wesll Hike east os * Feranien Webbep coed tetentng ‘wee. 
. ° y, 
1, 8 and 9, and Monday following to vote. SF 
. TURNER of is. Thursday, the 7th of January? 
Mr. HENDERSON. Yes, the 7th; immediately after the read- 
of the Journal 


Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. If the gentleman will permit 
me—— 


cCREARY of Kentucky. I wanted to ask the 
re eae the 


tleman if he proposes to have a session of 
January? 
Mr. STEELE. Jackson's day? 
Mr. HENDERSON. Why, yes; we are a business House. 
previous question on the adoption of the 


Mr. Speaker, I ask the 


the five-minute 
be in order, and Monday of the f 
taken. which practically allows four days 
© bill. 
Mr. DALZELL. You can consume all the time on Saturday 
ty a moving to strike out the last word, etc., 


Mr. HUBBARD. Does the adoption of this report preclude a 


motion to recommit the bill? 
Mr. HENDERSON. No; certainly not. That is a right re- 


served under the rules. 
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a are ane 
Brae 


Lo aren 


ee 
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so great 


g 


; importance was the subject deemed that 
8, 1887, an act of Congress was the 


passed authorizing 
appointment of three commissioners to investigate the whole sub- 


ject of the relations of the 
ment. On January 17, 1 
of that 


bond-aided railroads to the Govern- 
President Cleveland transmitted the 
" wn as the Pacific Railroad Com- 


mission, to Congress, closing his message with these words: 


The public interest urges prompt and efficient action. 


In his annnal 


The adjustment of relations between the 
companies [receiving bond aid] should receive 
ss ity of the commissioners a: 

e 


of these roads, in which 


y favor an 


payment of such indebtedness in at least one case where the corporation 
cupante St eaten Geseeany wale oe vem and exact terms of such 
ee aes Se emeltaed to oe tunt tae toltonce of the 
Government as directors of said may well lead to the belief that 
such an extension be to the advantage of Government. 

The su should be treated as a business proposition, with a view toa 
final indebtedness by the Government, rather as & 


To the first session of the Fifty-first 


transmitted a 

rior, in which it is s 
Another tion of great im 

Fifty-first to 

sideration, is in 


ted States against 
Cee 
° 


Pacific 


and earnest attention as one of the most im 
settlement may be 


The particulars of the 


Congress President Harrison 
the report of the Secretary of the Inte- 


ete., which it is necessary for the 


take ap,and which I recommend to 
to the debt 


a 


your earnest con- 
in favor of the 
from the 


further than that it should receive early 
t subjects to be dealt with. 
left to Congress. 


y to 
To the second session of the -first President Harri- 
tted etesae the Interior, indors- 


report that it will be 
meet their obligations to the 


to the opinion 


adheres 
to extend the time in which 
vernment. 


ven in his last 
railroads 


may 


b; discussed by the in his last annual 
ee See press Spreieny 


port; the views then expressed 
In his annual message 
Congress President Harrison said 
A large the debt is now fast 


to the first session of the Fifty-second 


TVisw to ite ultineate colisetion chould uamanegee 
Observe the words ‘‘ no adequate provision for its payment.” 
To the second session of the -second Congress 


Harrison said as to the subsidy 


President 


5 ee eee find it, and take that course which 
will, under existing best secure the interes*s of the United States. 


And he renews his recommendation of last year— 

That a commission with fall power be appointed to make settlement. 

To the second session of the Fifty-third Congress the Presiden 
oe 

e ann 








In the first of his message to the first session of the 
-fourth the President indorses the recommenda- 
tions of the t officials. 
Mr. Smith devoted a space to the subject, and 
pressed upon Congress the necessity of action on the subject. 
In his message to this session of Congress the President says: 


The Secre calls attention to the public interests involved in an ust- 
—_ ny de my < = Pacific railroads 2 Roveremews. 5 aoa 
an a resent t su st to the con ra- 

wen portan especially p: ject to the co e 


Then he follows with a statement in regard to the indebtedness, 
closing his reference to it with these words: 

Therefore, unless shall otherwise direct or shall have previously 
ae a t solution of the problem, there will hardly 
appear to any reason for delaying beyond the date of the default above 
mentioned such Executive action as wi ones to serve the public interests 
and save the Government from the loss threatened from further inaction 

i iene quote further from the report of the Attorney-General, 
from the Commissioner of Railroads, and from different sources in 
respect to the importance of action. Now the time has come when 

should treat this matter, or it will go from our hands and 
be treated by the executive officers of the Government. 

The Committee on Rules, urged by the pecple’s interests and 
by these different officers of the Government, have unanimously 
brought in this rule, so that the House might have an opportunity 
to determine whether or not it will take up this question and con- 
sider it. If they decide to consider it, then they must determine 
whether or not it is their intention to confess to the country that 
they have not the ability to bring forward a remedy by legisla- 
tion. It may be that when this is considered no method can be 
pointed out that will show how the Government can save this vast 
sum of money. That is a matter for discussion, but at all events 
ev tative should have the courage to let this matter 
come up for full consideration and discussion, and see whether or 
not we can save these many millions to the country, or whether 
we must abandon them to the chance of foreciosure, knowing a 

rior lien is upon every dollar of that which we have a second 

ien upon. 

I reserve the balance of my time. [Cries of ‘“ Vote!” “‘ Vote!”] 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, I realize that under the drastic 
rules of this House itis useless to oppose the report of the Com- 
mittee on Rules giving and fixing time for the consideration of 
this bill. I am well aware that under the rules of the House 
cloture, which the committee invokes for the bill, applies to the 
consideration of the report, and I know also that a number of 
gentlemen who are opposed to the bill will not vote against the 
committee on this question. 

But, sir, I can not ——— the statement just made by the gen- 
tleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON] to pass unchallenged. Sev- 
eral of his statements are mi ing and some of them absolutely 
erroneous. The Government is not menaced by any such danger 
as the gentleman suggests. It is not the interest of the Govern- 
ment, but the interests of the debtor companies that are to be pro- 
moted by the Powers bill. The Government is amply protected 
by the Thurman Act, under which foreclosure proceedings will 
shortly be instituted, unless Congress as a favor to the defaulting 
companies shall relieve them from their obligations under that act 
by extending the time for the payment of the debt. 

That the companies interested should be anxious to have the bill 
brought on speedily for consideration is quite natural, because 
their interests are to be promoted by it, but the interests of the 
United States Government are now tected by the best safe- 
guard of which existing conditions will permit, namely, the right 
of osure and such rights as it may have to pursue diverted 
assets and the unpaid subscriptions of stockholders. The provi- 
sions of the Thurman Act are far better for the Government than 
the refunding act. The Thurman Act was a settlement 
of the Pacific Rail question. It presented the alternative to 
the companies to pay or submit toforeclosure. They did not pay, 
and this urgent p ition is to relieve them of the alternative. 
Thatisall. The only defect so far developed in the Thurman Act 
is that it does not vest jurisdiction in any particular court (nor, 
in my opinion, any court) over the interests of the United States 
Government in the roads. 

If any change of existing law is needed, it is that jurisdiction 
be vested in the supreme court of the District of Columbia, or 
some other court, to adjudicate and determine the 
interests of the Government in the roads. 

The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Henprrson} says that the ques- 
tion is how to get the most money for the Government. That 
— should properly be discussed when the bill is up for con- 

deration on its merits. It is the question presented by the bill. 
That may be the ultimate question, brt the gentleman is mistaken 
in stating that the Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Smith, suggested 
that refunding is the best method. Hedid not. He stated before 


the House committee and testified before the Senate committee 
that, in his opinion, foreclosure was the best means of getting the 
Messrs. 


most money for the Government out of these roads. 
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Anderson and Coombs, Government directors of the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company, who have investigated the matter fully, in like 
manner stated and testified that, in their opinion, foreclosure is 
the best method of procedure for the protection of the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr, Coombs, Government director of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road, testified before the Senate committee, and stated before the 
House committee that $120,000,000 can be obtained by foreclosure 
sale of these two roads, which would net the Government about 
$60,000,000. This is about $40,000,000 more than it will ever get 
if the bill now proposed to be given consideration shall pass. 
Mr. Anderson, Government director of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road and author of the majority report of the Pacific Railway 
Commission, in which refunding was recommended, as stated by 
the gentleman from Iowa [Mr, Huwpmnsom], testified before the 
Senate committee, during its hearings last spring, that he had 
changed his mind on that subject, and that in his opinion fore- 
closure and not refunding was the best remedy. 

The gentleman refers to the President’s message to Congress at 
the opening of the ~~ session, urging action, or, rather, declar- 
ing that if action be not taken by Congress by the ist of January 
next there would seem then to be no further reason for delaying 
foreclosure proceedings. It seems to me that neither this House 
nor the country has anything to fear from that alternative. The 
House and the country may well permit every reason which has 
heretofore influenced the President to delay foreclosure proceed- 
ings to be removed by the failure of further Congressional action 
in the interest of these companies. 

Let the course of judicial procedure ordinarily adopted in such 
cases among citizens be followed. 

For my part, 1am not only opposed to the bill, but opposed to 
the consideration of any such measure. It is neither necessary 
nor useful. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, a motion to. reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was agreed to was laid on the table. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri has a motion 
that he desires to make to reconsider. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, in the vote of the House yester- 
day upon the report of the Committee on Accounts there were 
several items included, and I desire to moveto reconsider the vote 
by which the report was rejected. 

Mr. DOCKERY. And to be called up at some other time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri moves *o recon- 
sider the vote by which the report of the Committee on. ccounts 
was rejected. 

me DOCKERY. He simply desires to enter a motion to recon- 
gicer,. 

Mr. TRACEY. I donot desire to interfere with the progress of 
the ee order, but I should like to have a motion to reconsider 
entered. 

The SPEAKER. Very well. The gentleman entersa motion to 
reconsider, which will be pene 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. § er, I move that the House resolve 
jiself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union for the consideration of the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial appropriation bill. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. A parliamentaryinquiry. I under- 
stand that there are some messages from the Senate that have not 
yet been submitted to the House. If the order is called 
for, would not those messages come before the House at the next 


Btep? 

The SPEAKER. They would, if the House votes down the 
proposition to go into Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I do not went to do that. I ask 
unanimous consent that the message from the Senate pertaining 
to the immigration bill may be disposed of; and on that I simply 
desire to say that questions of this character have been defeated 
by the simple exigencies of events, and if we can not get this mat- 
ter dis of now, it is likely it will not be disposed of at all. 
Therefore I ask unanimous consent that we return to the regular 
order, to have the question of the message from the Senate relat- 
ing to the i on bill disposed of. 

Mr. KIEFER. I object. 

Mr. BINGHAM, hat does the gentleman wish? Simply the 
appointinent of a committee of conference? 

tr. WILLIAM A. STONE. That is all; or a reference to a 
comimittee. It will not take ten minutes’ time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I am perfectly willing. If it is ony f for 
the appointment of conferees or reference to a committee, I will 


not object; but the moment it enctien ‘Gotete tam ask for the 


consideration of the a 

The SP’ : matter is once entered on, of course 
the Chair can not interrupt the proceedings. 

The parliamentary situation is this: The Committee on 
priations have the right of way, and if they make the 
then the House has got to ee ee! 
will go into Committee the House on the 
Union or not. If the motion is not made, or if 
negatived, then the business on the table will be 
order, and the immigration bill is one 
the Speaker’s table. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I have made a motion that the 
House go into Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Will the us the 
pee way long enough to dispose of t bill on 

onday? 

Mr. BINGHAM. If neon ge on without delay, we shall get 
through with the legislative bill in a short time. I insist upon 
my motion, Mr. Speaker. 

e question being taken on the motion of Mr. Bryenam that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union for the consideration of the legislative, executive, 
and judicial appropriation bill, the Speaker declared that the ayes 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I call for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 73, noes 87. 

So the motion was 


agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Hepsurn in the chair. 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL, 
The Clerk, reading the bill by paragraphs, read as follows: 


; five 


Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, in the paragraph just read 
there is a type error in the total at the end. I move to amend by 
— out the word “eight” in line 18, page 83, and inserting 
es > Sad 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
ents f Tetvate Land Chote: For chief justice and four associate justices, 

For stenographer ‘100; 

For in a water ; in all, $88,800, 

For deputy clerks, as auth: by law, so thereof as may be neces- 


sary. 

Mr. CATRON. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer the amendment 
which I send to the desk. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 
Otthat scetion 19 of un ect entidled ‘An act to court of private 

for the settlement Gabtatesiocee 


eorreiria eck 


The amendmen’ 
The Clerk read as follows: 


United States Indian salaries 
the United me anal in the Indian Ternivure 


: For 
Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Mr. Chairman, 
amendment which I send to the desk. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


“ 


ve per ; 
Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to 
any unnecessary time, but I am willing to give any 





$12 


- 


held that way, the question is res adjudicata and must be accepted 
by the House. But it would require a most excellent parliamen- 
tarian to convince me that the decision was correct. 

Mr. SAYERS. I would ask the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
Dockery] if, while Mr. Carlisle was Speaker of the House, he 
did not hold that it was not necessary to reserve such points of 
order? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I am inclined to think such was Mr. Car- 
lisie’s ruling. But this I can say, in this presence, and I would 
not do so unless I felt that I was right, that this ruling was twice 
made by the present Speaker of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. It has been the ruling throughout 
thie Con . as | understand it, has it not? 

Mr. KERY. It has been, undoubtedly. 

lar. WILLIAM A. STONE. That certainly would seem to 
seitie the matter. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not pretend to understand as well as 
the gentleman from Missouri probably does what has been the 
ruling of the Speaker on this particu point. But there isa 
matter of fact in connection with this subject which I think the 
gentleman does not take into consideration. There must be, of 
course, some point at which the point of order may be made to a 
given paragraph in a bill.- Now, that point is naturally the point 
when the paragraph in question is first reached and read. 

Certainly it will not be denied that this paragraph has not been 
considered or read, but by unanimous consent it was passed over 
when it was reached in the bill until all of the remainder of the 
items in the bill were disposed of. So that for all the purposes of, 
consideration, including the purpose of making points of order, 
the paragraph is before the House now for the first time. 

This is the first time that a point of order could have been 
reserved by anyone to this particular pe 

Mr. DALZELL. I would like to say to the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. BatLey], who seems to think there is no reason for 
the ruling cited, that the reason of the ruling is based on the fact, 
as I understand it, that the House had seen fit to commit to the 
Committee of the Whole a bill without objection whatever to its 
contents or to any new legislation that may be embodied in it. 
It is not in the power of the committee, therefore, to refuse to 
consider that which the House itself has seen fit to commit to it 
tor consideration. 

lt seems to me that the es entirely logical. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Was this bill ever read in the House? 

Mr. DALZELL. That I do not know. 

Mr. BAILEY. The logic of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
would be entirely reasonable if the House, as a matter of facti, 
knew what it was committing to the committee. 

Mr. DALZELL, I recognize the force of the gentleman’s objec- 
tien; but the rule rests on a logical basis, and the House is pre- 
sumed to know what is in the bill when it commits it to the 
committee. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I suggest to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania that he get a little nearer to the 
gentleman from Mississippi, so that he can hear him, without 
reterence to the fact of whether the rest of the House can do so 
o. not. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. g GG. I ask for order upon the floor. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I would like to ask the gentleman from Penn- 
syivania this question for information: Was this bill ever read in 
the House before we sent it to the Committee of the Whole? My 
recollection is that it was not. 

The reasoning the gentleman applies in. vindication of the rul- 
ing of the § er is on the presumption that the bill was readin 
full before it was referred to the committee. But as a matter of 
fact this paragraph was never reached in the consideration of the 
bill until now. It was not subject to consideration, whether for 
the purpose of making points of order, or for any other purpose, 
until now. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. If the gentleman will allow me, 
I understand that when the bill is brought in by the committee it 
is customary for any member who desires to do so to make a 
statement that all points of order are reserved, and it goes on the 
record in that shape. No such reservation was made with refer- 
ence to this bill when it came in the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. But we can not know what is in the bill until 
itis read. We did not know that this clause was embodied in it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I understand that that has been 
the raling of Speaker of the House; that it has been held dur- 
ing tile Comgeenns and if that be true, there is no further discus- 
sion of the subject. I take it for granted that the Chairman of the 
committee would scarcely reverse the ruling of the Speaker to 
which reference has been made. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The Speaker has so ruled twice. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Was it under these circumstances, where 
the bili was never read in the House or elsewhere, and where by 


unanimous consent on were passed over in the bill, to 
be recurred to aiterw: 
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in ee The Chair ig ready to rule upon this ques- 
on. 

If this were a new or original the 
of the chair would Move o> aides ae 
order. But my own recollection is, and I have 
lection by reference to certain precedents, that the 
House has universally been to reserve of 
appropriation bill, and that where has not been done— 
where the bill is sent to the committee without 
whole of the bill is to be considered by the committee, and 
it is not competent for the committee to refuse to consider any 
portion of the bill so committed to it. 

The Chair therefore overrules the point of order. 

understan 


ial hee ay eat 
agraph oe een after the Clerk it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. There is no disposition to deprive the gentle- 
man of any of hisrights. The purpose is toread the set 
aside for action now, commencing on 19 and =e 
22—to read the a the gentleman 
ment runs through e paragraphs. 

Mr. QUIGG. Precisely. 

. BINGHAM. And it makes a general substitute. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But let me suggest to the tleman in 
charge of the bill that, unless there be an consent, 
the gentleman can not offer his amendment by way of a substi- 
tate to all the paragraphs. I see no objection, however, to mak- 
ing the ment by unanimous consent. 

r. BINGHAM. There is no cbjection to it.. We are willing 
that that course shall be ad 
may be read and the 


Mr. DOCKERY. Then all the paragraphs 
general proposition of the gentleman from New ee ei 
be offered as a substitute to all the paragraphs; but can 
be done under the rule except by unanimous consent. 
Mr. BINGHAM. [ask for unanimous consent, then, that that 
privilege be extended to the gentleman. 
The CHAIRMAN. tleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. 
BrineHam] asks unanimous of the committee that the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. ] be permitted to intro- 
duce his substitute to all of the paragraphs that have been re- 
ferred to. Is there objection? : 
There was no objection. 
‘ a Clerk, proceeding with the reading of the bill, read as 
ollows: 
ees bathe, Sox tie on of tho nie Stoo, $500 at law beatin 
and > marebal of the By a art ot the Library 


‘| 


Mr. PARKER. I have an amendment to that. - e 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


_ Aimed Ragas eae 2 ty 

a 

Mr. DOCKERY. Week ee ee 

Mr. PARKER. It adds $21, = - ara 
only a moment. 


out “four” and 
out “eleven” 











is charged t the initial 


committee. We are 
@ palace and leave it 


us. Museum 
law, of book that is 
them are available for exchanges 


any publication in this 
upon its own shelves. 
It has no material for exchange except Government publications. 
I have not asked much. It is about one-fourth of what is given to 
It is about one-half of what is given to one 
Paris, where they have other Government libraries 
in namber and contents those that we have here in the 


the amount ap 
exhibit ata 


ae 


Mr. PARKER. Iwouldsaynot. Thecataloguing and arrang- 
ES er tet isda eee 


The work of acquiring new must be performed when they 
are published, or when they can be obtained, or the opportunities 
are lost. , in the breaking up of old libraries, this Li 

is losing its ties to put the treasures of the world upon 


its shelves. And this year, when we inaugurate a new library, 
let us inaugurate a policy which represents the love of learning 
and the love of literature, and not merely the love of the home in 
which it is to be established. cSpplenes) 
Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, in order to understand this 
ee state the amount in the bill is $4,000 for the 
, and the gentleman’s amendment is to increase that para- 
graph or line in the bill to $25,000. In order to understand exactly 
what we are doing, I will read: 


ei deesireet ainda ol raey Sie fe eras fe eas 


of reference for the to be of 
a Cocca gerateeeh ty Be Rita oe Seprees Cosette ae 
of the Justice, for expenses of exchanging public docu- 


ee aoe ele cciabe and noweeapne, gable in ell $11 O00e " 

Now, that covers the purchasesfor the Library. That has been 
the appropriation for many years; and we have never heard an 
prretin. te Un ye teed 


der the copyright law the author of e 
can publication that is cop ted files two volumes of > 
Sieutien ie tho Later. cod ‘ore we have, by virtue of the 
copyright law, all the publications made in our own country. 
Again, there are t the city of Washington inn 
libraries a for in this bill—for oe > 
almost every bo pr Page Be pre venture the 
statement that in this ou eee 
ee ee used by the bureaus of the 8 


ow, we are going into this new Library and we have made in 


our every tion for the transfer of the 740,000 volumes 
in the Li ‘of Congress. Until they are spread out so that we 
can know w 


t the Library of Congress contains—and no one 


For furniture Library reading halls, offices, 

cum tot cee mY mn re ements og t 
balance of the a tions heretefawe made for the compic. 

tion of the the Library of 

eee 

« 

Library building until 1, 1897. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amend- 


The Clerk read as follows: 
ot reece. after July 1,1897, give bonds 
able $0 the United States tn the cash of $20,000 with careties seproved Ue tke 


ey of the Treasury, for the faithful discharge of his duties according 
“The Librarian of Congress shall make to Congress at the beginning of 
fiscal year as to the affairs of 


session a report for the epeeeeaes 
including the co ght business; and said report 





Shall a de a detailed al 
ude a statement o: i recei mdi SO 
of the Library and said copyright aa ee 

Mr. BINGHAM. Does the gentleman desire to say anything 
on his amendment? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I do not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I would simply submit that 
the inency of the gentleman's amendment is such that to my 
mind it should be ingrafted im the bill. While the statute of 
to-day directs that the Librarian of Congress shall give bond, he 
has been giving bond according to the statutes, which runs back 
to 1802, w reads as follows: 

The Librarian of cm ages shall, before entering upon the duties of his 
office, give bonds, payable to the United States, in euch sum and sufficient 
soourly as the Joint Committee on the Library deems sufficient for the safe- 
keeping of the books, etc. 

The present Librarian of Congress entered upon his duties in 
1864. e then gave bond for $3,000 in accordance with the stat- 
ute. Since that time, however, he has become the disbursing 
officer for the Library, and under the statute he gives a bond of 
$6,000 as disbursing officer. By a later statute he becomes the 
register of copyright, and he gives bond in the amount of $5,000 
under that statute; so that to-day the present Librarian is under 
bonds to the amount of $14,000. But in view of the increased 
duties, obligations, and responsibilities that will devolve upon 
the Librarian who may be appointed, or who may be continued, 
under this legislation, I think that $50,000 is a reasonable amount 
for his bond. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer a substitute for 
all the paragraphs in relation to the Library that have been read, 
with the exception of the one that has been voted on. That I desire 
to inco: te in the amendment that I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
Mr. Chairman, there is no controversy between the Committee 
on Appropriations and the Committee on the Library as to the 
sum to be appropriated for next year, nor as to the number of 
employees. @ amendment I send to the desk begins at a point 
which I have indicated in pencil mark, and I ask that the reading 
of the amendment prior to that point be dispensed with, it being 


simply the appropriation bill. 
Mr. DOCRERY. Does the gentleman desire to add to his sub- 


stitute the amendment just adopted by the committee, or does he 
his ent as a substitute for everything else but that 


: 


amendment? 
Mr. QUIGG. For everything except what we havo voted upon. 
The amendment of Mr. QuiGG was read, as follows: 


notice by the Joint Committee on the Library to the President of the 
t the new building for the use of the Library of Congress 
is ready to be occupied, the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
it a director of the Library, whoshail receive anannual 
and whoshall have charge of the Library of Congress, 
tions as may be lawfully established from time 
the Library shall give bond, payabie to the United 
States, in $50,000, with sureties approved by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, for the safe-keeping of the Library collections and for the due and 
faithful ormance of duties. 

Ali the duties now by law committed to the Librarian of Congress shall 
devolve upon the director of the Library when epectried. and the office of 
Librarian of Congress shall thereupon. be abolished. The Joint Committee 
on the Library is hereby empowered, in behalf of Congress, to assume the 
charge and custody of the new building for the Library of Congress, and to 
make rules and regulations for its cqmapency and use and for the accommo- 
dation and display in the said new building of the Library collections; and 
upon satisfactory proof that the duties heretofore conferred by law upon 
Bernard R. Green in relation to the construction and completion of the said 


new building have been fully performed, the Joint Committee on the Library 
is au to discharge thesaid Bernard R. Green of all duties and respon- 
sibili with the said building. 

That any balance now existing of the appropriations heretofore made for 
the constru and completion of the said building is hereby rendered 
available not only for that purpose but also to furnish and equip the said 


lor its use as the Library of Congress, and also for the removal of 
8 from the Capitol building to the said new building, 
and the Joint Committee on the Library is hereby directed, through such 


as it may select, to effect the removal of the said Library collections 

and their arrangement in the new building, and to purchase the necessary 

furniture for the furnishing and equipment of the said new building; and all 

incurred in core out the provisions of this paragraph shall be 

by the eee of the ry, under such rules and regulations as 
may : 

The Joint Committee on the Library shall have power to establish rules 

and for the conduct and use of the Library of Congress, and, 

with exceptim of the director of the Library. to employ or remove all 


persons for w compensation provision is made in this or any subsequent 
act under the title of “The Library of Congress.” 

The of the of Representatives of the Fifty-fourth Congress 
shall, before the expiration of his term of service, appoint from among the 
Representatives-elect to the Fifty-fifth Congress a temporary Committee on 
the Library of three members, which said Committee on the Library shall 


have the same powers and ‘orm thesame duties in relation to the Library 
of as are auth by law and the rules of the Honse of Repre- 
_ ves; and which said temporary Committee on the Library shall begin 


its powers immediately upon the termination of this Congress, 
and shall continue to exercise and Gacharue such daties until after the meet- 
ing and ion of the House of Representatives of the Fifty-fiith Con- 
Ss until ee of the regular Committee on the Library. 

hereafter the Speaker of each subsequent House of Representatives 
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shail, before the termination of the last session of each Congress, appoint, 
from the Representatives-elect. a temporary Committee on the Library, 
with similar powers and for the same purposes. 


clear and licit —_ on. these and also 
the or, hilton ail force and the fits eee 





The Library of Congress came into existence in 1800 by one of 
Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, at the lastsession of Congress the series of resolutions passed by in that ms for the 
Mr. BINGHAM. How much time does the gentleman desire? | removal of the seat of government from Washing- 


Mr. QUIGG. Not long. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Can not the gentleman state how much time 
he desires? 

Mr. QUIGG. Ido not desire very much time, but the gentle- 
man has assured me that I shall have as much as I want. I can 
not state definitely just what time I shall want, but what I have 
to say will not take a week, and it may not take more than half an 
hour. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have given the assurance that opportunity 
for reasonable debate will be given, but I think the committee are 
entitled to know how much time the gentleman from New York 
desires. We will try on this side not to occupy very much time. 
Will half an hour satisfy the gentleman? 

Mr, QUIGG. No, I do not think I can finish in half an hour. 
I do not want to confine myself. 


ton. The suggestion been made that the powers which we 
propose to confer upon the Joint Committee on the are 
not warranted by the Constitution; that the 

pe ates — is — oe for a weet persie of 
and that when it is soug empower 

select the force of employees to serve in the new building 
we are departing from the constitutional lines fixed fathers 
of the Government. This contention, if I it, assumes 
that the Library is an executive branch or bureau of the Govern- 
ment, and not an instrument of tuis Congress to assist it in the 
performance of its duties. I desire, therefore, to call attention to 
the language of the statute under which books were originally pur- 
chased for this Library. It is section 5 of an act approved April 
24, 1800, and it reads as follows: 


s 


That for the purchase of such books as may be necessary for the use of 
Mr. BINGHAM. Well, I do not wish to have to ask that the Denavese at ae ae "= . and for Acting up a suitable 

committee rise, so as to have the debate on this paragraph limited | ,* ae on Seik anak ba go the 
a the House. I suggest to the ———— __ oo - a the leas and the —_ of the ‘House = 
all subordinate matters in connection wit e rary this bi ursuant to such directions as shall catalogue as 
is in accordance with his own propciiinn net 5 word for word. peeps eget a ae committee of both Houses of Congress, ts be appointed 
So far as the gentleman’s argument on his general proposition is 
concerned (which is what the committee probably desires espe- é a ae oS eae Fanidhs ore sea ae ene ae 
cially to be enlightened upon), that relates to certain distinct para ie 


The act of April 24, 1800, was amended in 1802; and the law under 
which we are now acting was adopted in that . That law 


to establish rules and regulations for the t of the 
Library; and it directed that the President of the United pee] 
solely, without any act of confirmation by the Logger on 

appoint a Librarian. Since that time, Mr. stat- 
utes have been passed the functions of the com- 
mittee; and the one in force is section 85 of Revised 


graphs of the proposed legislation, and the committee have raised 
no points of order against the gentleman’s amendments. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania will not insist on making a speech right now, I shall not 
detain the committee very long. I can not, however, undertake 
to state at this time the exact number of minutes I shall occupy. 
The gentleman did assure me that there would be plenty of time 
for debate upon Se It may be, too, that other mem- 
bers will desire to take part in the debate. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will say to the gentleman that not a single 
member has asked me for time. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, I want to make a reasonably full 
statement of the reasons that have seemed to justify the Commit- 


Statutes: 


The Joint Committee on the Library is authorized toestablish regulations, 
t inconsistent with law, in relation to the of or 
no 7 ; Library of Congress ane 


tee on the Library in bringing in the proposition which theyhave| Th des that its committee shall have 

submitted, and I do not want to say in advance that I shall finish | to act jointly with the similar committee of the House of 

it in half an hour or in any particular time, although 1 do not think | sentatives. And the House rule that “all proposed leg- 

I shall be half an hour in making my statement. islation touc the ee shall be committed 
Mr. BINGHAM. Well, if the gentleman thinks he will not be | the Joint ttee on the Library. 

more than half an hour, it is all right. It will , Mr. Chairman ee eee 
Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, at the last session of Congress the | Statutes the powers of the joint are large and gen- 


Joint Committee on the Library was instructed to meet during the 
recess ‘‘ to inquire into the condition of the Library and to report 
upon the same at the next session of Congress, with such recom- 
mendations as may be deemed advisable; and also to report a plan 
for the organization, custody, and management of the new Library 
building and the Library of Congress.” In accordance with this 
instruction, the Joint Committee on the Li met in Washing- 
ton and held ten or twelve sessions. —The committee examined the 


Librarian, examined Mr. Green, the engineer superintendent in | understand , the power of of the in 
charge, and a considerable number of librarians from various : how man: are there in 

parts of the United States, who presented themselves before the | Mr GG. Iam inclined to Mr. Chairman, that that 
committee at its request to be questioned about modern library | au does cover the 


methods and about the public uses to which the Library of Con- 
gress might be put. The committee has not yet had an oppor- 
tunity to prepare its rt. Some portions of the testimony that 
were submitted to gentlemen living at remote points for revision 


have not yet been returned, and the testimony is not yet in print. are there—about 140? 
But the committee’s recommendations are now before Congress in| Mr. QUIGG. There are 42 at this time. There will be in the 
the bill which has just been read. new 187 

The committee received information from the gentlemen who| Mr. of Massachusetts. I understand the gentleman 


appeared before it of great interest and, as I conceive, great 
importance to Congress. Large powers under the law as it 
exists to-day seem to devolve upon the Joint Committee on the 
Library; and yet the law is so worded that while the powers of 
the committee seem to be ample, there are many in which 
the committee would not care to act without specific instruction 
from Congress. The legislation which we propose here is sub- 


c ¢ ALKER I think it a great 
mitted for the purpose of obtaining from Congress either a release | injustice to take away from the committee that and I 
from all administrative functions or such clear direction and such e the House is of that opinion. 

ample authority as will warrant the committee in assuming the| Mr. BAILEY. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 
responsibilities which already the law implies. The paragraphs; Mr. oan s 

contained in this app tion bill assubmitted bythe gentleman | Mr. Y. The which I is this: The em- 
from Pennsylvania add to our confusion. They provide a sum of | ployees in the Library are not now as this 
money, for instance, to cover the expense of the removal of the os are they? 

Library collections, but there is no authority in any particular | Mr. oe Not of the House, but of Congress. 

person to perform the work of removing those collections,and the | Mr. Y. When we vote to allow the employees of the 
committee dces not supply it. There is a sum appropriated for | House an extra month’s pay, do eee , 
furnishing the building, but it is not made anybody's business to| Mr. QUIGG. I can not answer question, 


go and doit. The joint committee proposes that there shall be 


F 
k 
¢ 
é 





Tee i 








Mr. BAILEY. The difficulty which occurs to me is this: If 
they are employees of the House, then y the President has 
ht 


no right to a tthe Librarian; and the Librarian a ted by 
the Presiden would have no right to — his su inates, 
because the employees of this House must be chosen by the House 


itself. 
Mr. QUIGG. I did not that the employees of the 


Li were employees of the Cok 
Deere TLE.” Thet is just the potas, I want to find out from 


the gentleman bac ar how he does them. 

Mr. QUIGG. I did say that they are employees of eres. 
The authority which we have conferred upon the President, to ap- 
— a is one that certainly we could easily withdraw 


The original act which I read to the House intrusts the work of 
the Li to the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the 


House of mtatives. They were directed to buy the books. 
They e ed a sum of a the directioa of the Joint 
Commi on the Library. rwards, when the question of a 


Librarian came to be considered, as I understand the facts, it was 
im ble for the House and Senate to agree, and the matter was 
erred to the President solely, without any requirement of con- 
firmation, and he appointed the Clerk of the House, who acted as 
Librarian. Subsequently a Librarian was ted 
ently of either body. But as to the control o: 
whole question, I do not think there can be any dou 
The ability of Congress to appoint the entire Library force, if it 
shall choose to do so, or to delegate the duty to anybody else, 
— of the constitutional provision, seems to be entirely 


ear. 
Mr. BAILEY. That is so, of course, if it is treated as a power 


1 in the House, 
. QUIGG (contin ). Now let us see what the constitu- 
tional provision is. It is found in section 2, Article II, which pro- 


vides the President— 


Shall t ambassadors, other public ministers and cquente, Sudiges of the 
Supreme t, and all other officers of the United States, whose t- 
ts are not herein ‘or, and w de 


men f ; 
law; but the law vest the appointment of such 

cers, as they think pre merle Pecddabeleie, in taacouces aoa 
in the heads of Departments. 

So that if the employees of the Library are the employees of a 
u of the Government, are of the 
ted States, as are unquestionably the appointees of the Patent 
Office, which is an office that will bear comparison with this, 
tment of minor officers 
ts or the courts of law 


perfectly with that. But what I was 
was the position of the gentleman on the other 
hether it had been the practice heretofore to 
employees of the pay, employees of the House. 
‘exas says ‘‘ employees of the 


t me, th 
no such a 


Houses have necessarily a joint , but there is no 
ae oe tution as an “ officer of the 
Senate the House.” The Senate chooses its officers, and the 
House, under the Constitution, chooses its officers also; but no- 
where are the House and Senate jointly authorized to choose an 


officer. 
Mr. QUIGG. Isit so? Why, here is an instance, Mr. Chair- 
man, W | those who made the Constitution proceeded to place a 
certain power in the hands of two men, who, by that act, were 


constituted officers of both Houses. 


that were held to be invalid, as the gentleman knows. 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes, but I have observed that the statesmen of 
this day and are, or seem to be, more familiar with what 
tne framers of the Constitution intended than those who gave it 


its first interpretations. 
commission by the Sixth Congress, when 
was fresh in the minds of those who wrote the Con- 
, directing the of the Senate and the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives to act jointly as officers of the two 
Houses for the purchase of certain books for the two Houses for 
the establishment of this Library. They were placed in that 
work under the direct supervision—indeed, the control—of the 
joint committee of the two Houses, and they were required to 
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oo books according to a catalogue to be furnished to them 


y_ the joint commission. 
Mr. BINGHAM. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Will the gentleman allow an inquiry? 
DIGG, coer 
INGHAM. I will state as a preliminary that from 1802 


to 1815 the Clerk of the House, for the time being, was appointed 
to act as Librarian of Congress. But when you come to the stat- 
ute rene the Librarian of Congress, it was not until the 
act 81 


5 when the appointment was given solely to the Presi- 
dent; and—— 
Mr. os The gentleman is mistaken in that. 
Mr. BINGHAM (continuing). That was the law until 1815, 
when the first provision that the statutes show as to the Librarian 


of Con appears. 
3 Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman is in error. The act was passed 
anuar 


26, 1802. 
Mr. BINGHAM. And the Clerk of the House was appointed 
for the time being. Now, the first Librarian appointed solely by 


the President was appointed in 1815. 


Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman is mistaken. The act directing 


_ President to appoint a Librarian is before me at this moment. 
t was 


in 1802. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes. 

Mr. QUIGG. It said that a Librarian was to be appointed by 
the President of the United States solely. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes. 

Mr. QUIGG. And he appointed the Clerk of the House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes; I grant you that; bui a Librarian of 
Congress was not appointed until 1815 under that specific designa- 
tion, which is the designation of the law to-day. 

Mr.QUIGG. That is the specific designation—‘‘a Librarian ”— 
and it Se in the act of 1802. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes. 

Mr. QUIGG. There is nothing in the original act that suggests 
that ve — of the House or an officer of the Senate was to be 
a ; 

. BINGHAM. Grant all that. 

Mr. or But a Librarian. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes. 

Mr. QUIGG. And the President appointed the Clerk of the 
House to be that Librarian. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Hé appointed the Clerk of the House for the 
time being, but the title of Librarian was never used in any appoint- 
ment or commission until 1815. 

Mr. QUIGG. It makes no difference what he was called. The 
act gave the title to the office, and it was passed in 1802, and it 
makes no difference how the commission read. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Unless the gentleman has a constitutional 
contention with the gentleman from Texas—— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I understood the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. QuiG@] to say that the employees of the Library 
were, under the present law, officers or employees of Congress; 
and also to say that under his construction of the present law the 
Joint Com-ittee on the Library had the power to appoint these 


rere. 
r. QUIGG. Well, I do not know whether it bas or not. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. As a matter of fact, has a com- 
mittee of Congress, are wey committee of the House, been 
ah i of the Library? 

r. GG. 0; it never has. 

Mr. MAHON. The Senate has got all the appointments. 
[Laughter. 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. Now, I understand your provision 
in this substitute authorizes the Speaker to continue or to appoint 
a committee of the next House to cooperate with the Senate dur- 

the ae re 


; g GG. Yes. 
Mr. LIAM A. STONE. Is that done to give to the House 
the — force and effect on that committee as the Senate mem- 
Mr. wee: Precisely. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then I understand, also, that you 
have embodied in this substitute a provision that the Librarian 


shall be appointed with the advice and consent of the Senate? 
Mr. GG. Yes. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. While, as a matter of fact, the 


Librarian is appointed by the President at present, without the 
advice and consent of the Senate, and the provision reported by 
my colleague {[Mr. BineHam] in charge of the appropriation bill 
does not contemplate that the Senate shall confirm the appoint- 
ment at all. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Not at all. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Therefore I should like to hear 
the gentleman upon the question whether he has not, in his sub- 
stitute, clothed the Senate committee—in giving them the right 
to grant or withhold confirmation—with as much power as they 
now have? 
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Mr. QUIGG. I have not lodged with the Senate committee 
any new power at all. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. 
me one suggestion? 

Mr. QUIGG. I will answer the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Witntam A. Stone] first. I say that this provision in my 
proposition to have the Speaker of the House appoint a temporary 
committee to act during the recess is for the purpose of preserv- 
ing the equilibrium upon the joint committee between the two 
Houses, 

Mr. WILLIAM A, STONE, I see; but you still give to the 
Senate the right to confirm. 

Mr.QUIGG. And ifthe administration of the Libraryis lodged, 
as the substitute lodges it, in the hands of the joint committee, 
no possible injury can result to any proper interest of either 
House by having the Librarian appointed in the usual way. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Let meconclude by another ques- 
tion. What about the permanency and stability of the manage- 
ment of the Library, with the committee changing with each 
House and with the Librarian serving a term of four years and 
going out and in with the different political coloring of the Admin- 
istration? 

Mr. QUIGG. There is no provision in regard to the term of 
the Librarian. There is nothing that uires the Librarian to 
zo out at any time. No term of office is fixed. Once appointed, 
he will remain, as now, until removed by the President. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I fail to see the necessity of any 
Librarian at all under the substitute. If the management of the 
whole business and the appointment of everybody and the mak- 
ing of rules is lodged in the committee, it seems to me there is no 
necessity for a librarian. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The chief Librarian has all the responsibility 
and gives a bond—— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And gets nothing ont of it. 

Mr. QUIGG. The powers invested by the substitute are the 

powers which are exercised to-day by the board of regents in New 

Gore. which differs from the joint committee materially, in that 
they are a permanent body. Iconcede that there are very obvious 
objections to the exercise of administrative functions by the joint 
committee of Congress, for the reason pointed out by the gentie- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. WILLIAM A. Stone], and I should not 
be frank if I did not acknowledge that fact; but we are confronted 
with certain conditions, The Lib: has been administered for 
half @ ae recisely as the Committee on ee pro- 
poses in this bill it shall be administered hereafter. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman now indicate what he 
deems to be the way it has been administered? 

Mr. QUIGG. The lan in the Revised Statutes empower- 
ing the Committee on the Li is very broad and general and 
gives to the committee so little of specific duty that practically it 
has done nothing. No effort has ever been made,so far as I am 
aware, to control the Librarian in any sense whatever. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is your neglect. 

Mr. QUIGG. He informed the joint committee that he spends 
the sums appropriated in the appropriation bills without any ref- 
erence to the joint committee or to = else; that he a points 





Will the gentleman allow 
















































































































as he chooses to appoint; that he ers all the irs of 
the Library as seems good to his ju ent, and he has made no 
report other than a general report to Congress at the beginning of 
each term. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 


question before he leaves that branch of the subject? 

Mr. QUIGG. One moment, and Iwill. Under that method of 
government the Library has become absolutely chaotic, and seri- 
ous abuses have arisen which have impaired its usefulness both 
to Congress and to the public. These misfortunesare mainly due 
to the fact that the language of the statute gave to the Committee 
on the Library no specific responsibility. e language is gen- 
eral. They can e rules and regulations. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Regulations, not rules. 

Mr. QUIGG. Well, regulations; and that is the extent of the 
commission at present held by the committee. Now, I want to 
—S > 

r. CANNON. Now, will the gentleman, before he leaves that 
part of his subject, permit me tointerrupt him? I want to get his 
proposition, to see if I understand it. I have not read his substi- 
tate. AsI understand from what he says and what I have been 
told by ethers, the gentleman's substitute provides in terms that 
the Li shall be — by the President by and with the 
advice and consent of Senate. 

Mr. QUIGG. Tt does. 

Mr. CANNON. And that the other 185 employees—— 

Mr. BINGHAM. One hundred and eighty-six. 

Mr. CANNON. One bundred and eighty-six employees—copy- 
right, custodian of the building, and assistant librarian, all the 
employees—shall be appointed and shall be subject to removal by 
the Joint Committee on the Library. Am I right? 
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have authority to legislate 
tution, for us not only, through the Joint Committee on the Li- 































Me: ENG. "Wl et my nd wi ow m 

\ ‘ , now, if m me at 
that point, this amendment, as I leaves the copyright 
business with the Librarian? 


Ms: Toate: new; die mae petent, if 
“ i: ow, W com we 
pe Fed wh even at amy. tg ics edly 


, to absorb the cop t business and to control it directly 


by the joint committee, but to take in the Patent Office, and the 
Departments 


whole Interior Department, and all the other except 
the Secretaries alone? 
Mr. QUIGG. The committee proposes no change in the law. 
The present copyright law says: 
That the law shall be administered; etek see 
ts and records by law to be preserved be under 
of and in the Library 
; that the Librarian ve the immediate care 
a iiciane cal gaceme came sus Ete totaal by law 
toning copyrahta 


There is absolutely no Under this bill the copyright 
business is placed under the Librarian, as the gentleman from 
Iilinois very well knows, for conventional reasons. We require 


everybody who brings a book to us to be ted to deposit 
two copies of it with the copyright register, the Librarian, 
and the Librarian puts one away and places the other in the 


Library of Congress. And for the reason that we wanted the usn- 
fruct of the oor oe we placed the administration of the 
law in the ha s of the Librarian of Congress and under the 
supervision of the joint committee. We are no 

in the law. But there is no occasion for the it law to be ad- 
ministered in that way. We do not want to use the patented 
articles. Con, vk t, wanted the use of the books 
would accrue from ing every man who desires a copyright 
to deposit two copies o SN es ee eee 
oneness it made the Librarian act as a copyright 

Mr. BINGHAM. But in your bill you create the office of reg- 


ister of copyrights, and you fix the com of officer. 
Now, pour nie? very well that that jae eg e 9S aaane in 


the 
Senate, and that it was a matter of con the two 
Houses. It ori ted in the Senate on the bill in the 
first session of this Co . The law puts the business of . 
rights in the hands of the Librarian of We took 


ground that the proposition to create a 
that way was not constitutional. The question into con- 
ference. It went into the Senate, and the Senate, ne, 


debate on the constitutionality of the proposition contained 
— substitute, wi it because it was not constitu- 

Oo . 

Mr. QUIGG. distinction between the in this 
subsdtute and the tion that was then before the 
Senate is clear, bill created the created the 
oe , and placed that office outside of the jurisdiction 

e 


Librarian. , 
Be Te ES EES ees wee 
ge 
cc apsdaumabieiiea a ; The gentleman from New York is 
en him, and I would like to ask him whether 


t to be so controlled? 

r. QUIGG. I could never bring myself to offend the sensi- 
poner Tagg el ee oN 
Mr. W: é NE. Oh, I want to get on the commit- 
tee. That is what I want. E ™ e 
Mr. QUIGG. But I shall be very frank with the on 


that matter in a few moments. I wish to recur to 


The Senator from Delaware always 


Sh Tiaras cover factirarte orator 


take copyright law as 


kee 








: ns anaes, F 
like to be informed how minor officers are now ap- 
pointed in the ee ee eee 
QUIGG. Well, Mr. Chairman, I should have some diffi- 

So far as the 
Joint Committee 


: 
: 
| 
F 


w 
which that committee proposes to the House be 

whether the present members on the part of ouse 

will be members of the joint committee in the next an, 
but I do know what is the unanimous purpose of the 

i joint committee. In the 


pe assem yo linen may AE epee jad 
ally concerned, I would much rather that the House agree 
with the gentleman from Pennsylvania than with me, for the task 
this bili imposes upon the Joint Committee on eee ae 
an easy or anenviable ene. I will cheerfully it to gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania. But if that on is imposed upon 
the joint committee, and if it should be the present joint commit- 
tee, I can say very distinctly just what will be done. In the first 
place, the and advice which the committee 
ibrarians of this country will be 


received from the disti hi 
TES ao ttaen es oe 


Ido 


F 
br 


E 


taken as to the uses to 

It is true that this substitute of the jot committee places the 
director of the Library under the supervision and direction of 
the joint committee. And that was done advisedly; that was 


done upon the estion of all the librarians who came 
the committee. views of educated men generally, 


the 
of students and scholars, they want this Library to be of some 


service to the country. Up to this time it has been of no service 
to the country, and of no service to Nobody 
knows what the contains. Nobody knows how many 
books there are in it. Nobody knows anything of the vast coliec- 


tions that have accumulated there during all these years. They 


have never been , and there exists to-day 
for all the contents of the Library no’ except the card cata- 
logue—740,000 cards for 740,000 if ever a card is ‘‘ lost, 
strayed, or ” that ends the usefulness of the Library so far as 
concerns the to which that card refers. There is no inven- 
tory day by day; there is no shelf list to act asa 
directory to the Li as to where he shall go for books. 
Those two are maintained in every well-conducted 
li in with a card 

With the it would be possible for the Libra- 





Sli 


Library. No such authority exists now or is conferred in the 
ai tiou bill, or could be—it would be new legislation. In 

erent So saunas See service of the gentleman now in 
charge of the building, which might be prolonged unnecessarily 
far into the next year, unless some 





roposition of this kind wero 


d. And, finally, it requires joint committee to furnish 
the and at the committee’s disposition a sam of 
money now out of sums heretofore appropriated for 


the construction of the building. There is no authority in the 
a brought here by the Appropriations Committee to do 


an gs. 
ts should like to say (although it does not bear directly upon the 
subject we are discussing) something with regard to the time 


which has been occupied in the construction of this building. It 
ought to be said by somebody. I think the history of the construc- 
tion of this bui is unique among public buildings. When 


Casey was put in charge in 1886, he said that the building 
would be done within eight years, and he fixed the sum of money 
that it would cost to build it. Two years ago he told the House 
that that building would be ready one year before the date which 
he had originally supposed possible as the time of its completion. 
And with that building, incomparable as it is among public mo::- 
uments in this or any other country, almost ready for occupancy, 
there exists in the Treasury to-day a balance of $60,000 ont of the 
a renner ange nti madefor itsconstruction. [Applause. } 
Isay thisis a unique history. Noeulogy could be pronounced upon 
that officer more illustrative of his fine character than is contained 
in the work he did in the construction of this building. General 
Casey died a year before the Library was completed. The work 
has gone on under the officer who was his assistant while he lived. 

Mr. Chairman, a great deal is to be done in moving into that 
new building. There are vast collections that need to be looked 
over and assorted. And it was the judgment of the librarians 
who came here that expert testimony—the judgment of artists 

book lovers—should be taken by the joint committee as to 
what ought to be done with these collections, as to how and where 
they should be displayed. And all that is involved in the legisla- 
tion which the joint committee has proposed. 

Now I come right down to the question asked by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. WILLIAM A. Strong}. Some of these posi- 


tions in the Li eall for men of peculiar qualifications; they 
ought to be filled by men who know the library business. The 
itions of s and librarians are positions that require 


technical information, in order that their duties may be properly 
performed. There exist in this country colleges where the duties 
of alibrarian aretaught. Several of the colleges maintain a chair 
for the instruction of young men in libraryeconomy. If the joint 
committee should be intrusted with the selection of this force, 
will be paid to the public interests—— 
. BINGHAM. How do you know that? 

Mr. QUIGG. I have several times made the qualifying pro- 
vision to which the gentleman seeks to draw attention. 

Mr. BINGHAM. How does the gentleman know what the fu- 
ture committee will do? 

Mr. QUIGG. He does not. Neither does he know who will be 

Librarian. We do know, however, that under the gen- 
eman’s bill the present Librarian is continued. 

Mr. WILL A. STONE. During good behavior. 

Mr. QUIGG. And we do know that the present condition of 
the a is not ideal. 

Mr. GHAM. How could it be in its present quarters? 

Mr. QUIGG. I should think that the gentleman, who is a 
member of the Committee on Appropriations, would not have 
asked that question. 

I was saying, Mr. Chairman, that if the selection of the force is 
left to the mt Joint Committee on the Library, those posi- 
tions that ought to be filled by experts will be filled after exami- 
nation, and that those positions that do not call for peculiar 

will be filled according to the best judgment of the 
committee. That may not be the ideal way of doing the 
work, but it seems to be the way that will get the best result to 
—— service. 
. ADAMS. How do you know that the next committee will 
take the same view of the matter? 

Mr. QUIGG. Oh, well, we are assuming, and I think the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania will agree with me that from among 
the 357 coemerenenanves who will come from all over the United 
States it be ible for the Speaker of the House to select 
three who will be honest and upright and intelligent in the admin- 
istration of their duties under the bill. We can safely suppose 
that the people of this country who have elected these Represent- 


atives will be willing to trust them, whether in the passage of 
ition on this floor or in the conduct of the affairs of the 

of Con b 
But it is the plain effect of the Appropriations Committee's bill 


to continue in office the present Librarian, to increase his salary 
$2,000, and to confirm him in a right of selection of the employees 
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in the new building, concerning the results of which in the past 
nobody in the House can form an m r judgment. 

Mr. WILLIAM A, STONE. Will the gentleman aliow me a 
moment? 

Mr. QUIGG. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. In response to the gentleman’s 
last suggestion, I would ask: Where do you get any information 
that it is the intention of the committee to continue the present 
Librarian? 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is a ve 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. 
idea? 

Mr. QUIGG. It is in the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. No; the gentleman is mistaken. 
The bill says the President shall appoint a Librarian. 

Mr. QUIGG. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. The bill sa 
nothing of the kind. Is there anything in this bill calling on the 
President to make any appointment? 

Mr. BINGHAM. e statute itself so provides. 

Mr.QUIGG. Oh, yes; the ‘‘statute,” which has been on thestat- 
ute books for ninety years, and the Librarian has been in office 
for thirty years. But there is nothing in your bill to change the 
situation. Thatis the point. You confirm it and aetee it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But my point was this: The gen- 
tleman stated that it was the p of the committee in offering 
this bill to continue the present Librarian in office. 

Mr. QUIGG. Iam talking of the effect of the bill, of course. 
I did not say it was the “‘ purpose” of the committee, I think. I 
said it was the effect of the bill. If it is not the purpose of the 
cop:mittee, it is certainly the effect of the bill. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Oh, no. 

Mr. WILLIAM A, STONE. Certainly not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The bill simply makes the appropriation 
under the law. 

Mr. QUIGG. Well, Mr. Chairman, I must confess that I can 
not talk against three members at the same time, and all the time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York will not be 
interrupted without his consent. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. If the gentleman will allow me, I 
—— say that if our committee had had charge of the matter a 
itt 


pertinent question. 
here do you get any such an 


e more completely than we had, it is yo e that an investi- | po 


gation would have heen undertaken; and it is also possible that 
changes would have been made in the office to which the gentleman 
has referred. 

Mr. QUIGG. 
tleman. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I say there is nothing to justify 
the assertion that the purpose of the bill, or of the committee, is 
to retain the present Librarian in office. 

Mr. BING The President can turn him out to-day if he 
so desires. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And the bill expressly provides 
against the very condition of affairs that the gentleman from New 
York anepeste. 

Mr. QUIGG. Ido not know, of course, the p e of the bill, 
but I do know its effect, and it is to reward the Librarian of Con- 
gress-— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. A librarian. 

Mr. QUIGG. No; to reward this present and particular Li- 
brarian for his conduct of the Library by an addition to his salar 
of $2,000 a year, and by the confirmation of all the powers that he 
has heretofore exercised, properly or otherwise, in regard to ap- 
peintments. That is the effect of the bill, whatever may be the 
purpose of the gentleman framing it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. e gentleman from New Yorkis 
aware of the fact that the bill does not go into effect until July 1, 
next——— 

Mr. QUIGG. Oh, well; no doubt that time will arrive. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE a By which time we 
bope the President will be able to make a selection from the few re- 
maining applications that he will still haveon hand. [Laughter.]} 

Mr ‘OU G. Mr. Chairman, I want to say, on behalf of my 
colleagues on the joint committee, that we do not look forward 
with any pleasure to the \.erformance of the duties that are im- 
posed upon us by that bill. We are entirely content to be relieved 
of them. We have thought it our duty to present the facts in the 
case with regard to the condition of the Library; and from those 
facts we take it that gentlemen will be able to see what the con- 
ditions are that will arise in the new Library unless measures are 
taken such as the joint committee have proposed in this bill. 
Gentlemen need not be afraid at the suggestion to empower the 
joint committee to appoint. That a must go somewhere, 
and who can be better trusted than of your own colleagues? 
From whom can the hope of excellent results be more assuredly 


e ? 
r. MAHON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 


I did not understand the suggestion of the zen- 


19, 


Mr. QUIGG. Yes. 

Mr. ON. If the gentleman’s statement is true, after. you 
have an efficient force in every respect eee. y should 
they not be protected from men who may follow you, who ma 
choose to throw them out for purposes which are not comment 
able? Why not ineent 0 ON eee shall not be 
except for cause, on charges made by the , to be inves- 

igated b Oe ee : be 
¥ . Lam content to accep: an amendment, 
the gentleman will reduce it to writing. : 

Mr. MAHON. deg ee oe 
eS ee eee kind, that if an 
an efficient man, he shall no removed except on charges 
ferred by the Librarian, to be investigated by the joint 
of the two Houses. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman trom New York 


has expired. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say a 
in reference to the proposition submitted by the gentleman 
New York [Mr. Quiae]. 

First, I want to answer the im criticism of the gent 
when he states that the in the bill 
$6,000 for the Librarian is in its effect a contin 
ent incumbent. I deny this proposition. The 
propriations have provided a salary for the 
existing law. 

Mr. BINGHAM. And increased his salary. 

Mr. DOCKERY. i as the —— nee 
increased the salary $2,000. But this increase of salary 
take effect until the ist of July next. In other w 
the Librarian and his f with 


and if, as the gentleman 
the Librarian is not a competent 
with him on that point—the responsibility, under the law, is with 
the President. ; 
Mr. QUIGG. That is where the gentleman is in the habit of 
— nsibilities—on the President. 
[Mr. 
Mr. , 
Litrary of 
an executive de 
executive bra’ I do not , as the 
tute does, to create the office of director of the | at a salary 
of $6,000 annum, with no right of the director, as the execu- 
ro of that great department, to remove or appoint a 
rer. 
Mr. QulaG Will the « tleman yield? _ 
: ; e gen 
Mr, BOCKERY. I will yield to the "i 
Mr. QUIGG, Will the gentleman the committee where 
neg ees for saying that this is an executive depart- 
men 
Mr. DOCKERY. I did not intend to say that it is an executive 
— It is, however, a department of the Government. 
. eee understood the gentleman to say it is an execu- 
ve en 
Mr, DOCKERY. I do not desire to be ee — 
it is called the Library of Ca Se the 
ing of the statute, a bureau the Government. The gentleman 
from New York (Mr. ], in to the queries of the gen- 
tleman from Texas {Mr. BarLey], that the 
this Library are not under the | of the House. 
Sra alae” ure totes 
are ) an 
House. We a) Merny. ant 
carried in this bill. > 


Library. It is a great national Library 












tothe Government of the United States. It 
of the United States, and is an executive 
should be presided over on some executive 
officer with euthoriay to appoint and remove itsemployees. [Re- | the 


ap Ps, 
tela and as 


ay “guiGa.. wi 
GG. ill the or pen yield for a question? 
uld suggest to the gentleman aes 

Now York oat a = Ronee stand” can not be - rly organ: 
and conducted without some one to supervise usiness au be 
res ible for its management. 

Mir. QUI UIGG. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 


Mr. DOCKERY. Certainly. 
Mr. QUIGG. Task the gentleman's attention to section 5 of 


the act organizing the 


That tee Recent sid abr Bocntte 2828s eels ve 

after having bees i ascertained by the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives Se a be out of the 
sum annually appropriated for the contingent expenses of Houses 


Mr. DOCKERY. That is not the existing statute. 
Mr. QUIGG. Does it not seem to indicate—— 
Mr. . That is not existing law. Itis ancient his- 
tory. 
Benge - GG. Does not that seem to indicate that this Library 
ed for the use of the two Houses of Congress? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Certainly; and also for all the people of the 
United States. 
_ UIGG. Oh, no. 

nae _, Certainly, It is now used by the people un- 


“it viGG. I ‘his not that way now. 


It is ar public under regulations 
inate now in fore. 


y 
should keep in close 
touch with the executive branch by committees. We now require 
from the tive ts an annual report on the condi- 
tion of the ee business. We require them to inefficient 
employees and delinquent officers and officers who have failed to 

y m due eee ene nae pahegmeggenee ge by ee 

usiness judgment any attempt on part Ng yo 
to take physical control and a t or remove empl 
direction of a close scrutiny of these Departments we ou - be 
to — = oe must mupt to inter — oe e con- 
stitutio uestion e, attem: terming. legislative 
and eevee functions of the Government, but keep them 
a _ Koness. }__ This has been our policy heretofore. 

4 oe eman from New York that certain appoint- 
B ve been made by the Librarian under the influence of 
men who have been in public life. I will assume that they are 
nah one PO t is also true in the Depart- 

partment of the Interior, arid in other executive 

branches of the Government. The gentleman himself, and other 

gentlemen, doubtless, in the past, as I have, have gone to the 

a of those Executive Departments and solicited appointments 
nme sy constituents. 


UIGG. I have not had that ity so far. 
Mr. KERY. The gentleman do it under the incoming 
Administration. fens : 
Mr. WILLIAM A I donot see how one can, with the 


existing civil-service rules. 
Mr. DOCKERY. The gentleman from New York may not have 


to ae such requests in fl the event his substitute is to, 
boca tenes See Sea I can see, 

man, that we may ye rg ve and executive func- 
tions in connection with the Library to an extent that will abso- 
lutely paralyze pon usefulness of that great Library. We have 


constructed the most magnificent library bu in this country. 
Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. In the wor = 
Mr. DOCKERY. It is a beautiful buildi , and I am proud of 
it. Itis an im and acredit to the architect 
who See which au its construc- 
tion. It is almost oriental in its magnificence. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, by the provision carried in the bill as it 


conduct of inkibeury ond 
Representatives desire appoint- 
uilding, ad can present the claims of their 


. WILLIAM A. STONE. And relieve this committee. — 
Mr. DOCKERY. And relieve this joint committee. Mr. Chair- 
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man, I desire also to relieve the incoming Speaker of the House, 
because it is obvious that if this substitute becomes a law a great 
the Library us will be applicants for positions on the Committee on 
[Laug or, ] There is now a great desire for places 
on the RE a on Ways and Means and on the Committee on 
~~ riations, but the ressure for those places now will not be 
umstance com with the urgency there will be tosecure 
tions on the Joint Committee on the Library. Lote gine ] 
y, IL am informed, Mr. Chairman, that my good friend from 
Pennaylvania on my left ae WILL1aM A. Stone] has already indi- 
desire for a place on that committee in the event the 

ae gn of the gentleman from New York prevails. 

NORTHWAY. Please do not forget the Ohio man. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The “Ohio man” is never wanting where 
there is as to be disposed of. (Laughter.} But, Mr. Chair- 
man, in ousness, in organizing this great libr: ary in that 
gorgeous new building, let us not make the grave mistake of also 
organizing a scramble for 187 offices to be disposed of under the 
direction and control of the joint committee of the two Houses 
of ir. BING to the detriment of the public service. [Applause.} 

GHAM. Now, Mr. Chairman, I move that the com- 





The oui was 

The committee sceoraingy rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Hepsurn, from the Committee of the Whole, re- 
ported that they had had under consideration the bill H.R. 9643, 
the — appropriation bill, and had come to no resolution 


THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE ORISP. 


Mr.TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the present consideration 
of the resolution which send to the desk. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resol That Satunies. January 16, 1897, beginning at 10 o'clock a. m., be 
set apart for pa a tribute to the memory of the Hon. Cuaruzs F. Crisp, 
late a member of the House of Representatives from the Third district of the 
State of Georgia. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House 
do now ourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Pending the announcement of the result, by unanimous con- 
sent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. CLarpy, for five days, on account of important business, 

To Mr. Cooks of Illinois, for four days, on account of impor- 
tant business. 

To Mr. Foss, for four days, on account of sickness in his family. 

To Mr. LEereven, for three days, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Faris, for four days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia, on account of sickness. 


REPRINTS. 


Mr. LOUD, by unanimous consent, obtained an order for a re- 
print of the bill H. R. 4566 and the ac companying report. 

Mr. ELLETT, by unanimous consent, obtained an order that 
House Repo rt No. 1646, first session Fifty-fourth Congress, to 
accompany ann tee bill 8. 2143, be reprinted for the use of Congress, 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined end found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
ok titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 


3 = 6533) for the relief of A. A. Hosmer; 

A bill R. 9469) to constitute a new division of the eastern 
judicial ict of Texas, and to provide for the holding of terms 
of court at Beaumont, Tex., and for the appointment of a clerk 
for said court; and 

A bill tn R. 9742) to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the third 
session of the Fifty-third Congress. 
The House then (at 5 o’clock and 11 minutes p. m.) adjourned 


until Monday next. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
Under clause 2 o: Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
munications were taken from the Speaker’ s table and referred as 


follows: 
A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 


mi oc of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
John B. Steadman, administrator of James Steadman, deceased, 

against The United States—to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 


A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Napa River, 
California—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered 
to be printed. 
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A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of the Ohio 
River from Marietta to its mouth—to the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Wallabout 
Channel, New York—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed, 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
La Trappe River, Maryland—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engiaeers, report of examination and survey of 
Cambridge Harbor, Maryland—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Potecasi 
Creek, North Carolina—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Barnegat 
Bay, New Jersey—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, ard 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Niantic Harbor, Connecticut—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey 
for the purpose of further determining the cause of the erosion of 
the easterly end of Galveston Harbor, Texas—to the Committee 
on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Mispillion 
River, Delaware—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Coney 
Island Creek, New York—to the Committee on Rivers and Har- 
bors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Tuckerton 
Creek and Flats, New Jersey—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Oldmans 
Creek, New Jersey—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Coldwater 
River, Mississippi—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Colorado 
River, Arizona—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter Sven the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 


Scuthport Harbor, Connecticut—to the Committee on Rivers and | 


Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of harbor at 
Portwing, Wis. —- e Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 


ordered to be printed 
A letter from the Acting Secre of the Treasury, transmitting 
June 6, 1896, relating to cer- 


a reply to the House resolution o 
tain bonds in which the old State of Virginia i is in —to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. HARTMAN, from the Com- 
mittee on Mines and Mining, to which was referred the bill of the 
House (H. R. 6780) to amend section 2335 of the Revised Statutes, 
reported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 


(No. 2357); which said bill and report were referred to the House 
Calendar, 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. HUTCHESON, from the 
Committee on Claims, to which was referred the bill (H. R. 9475) 
for the relief of Calvin T. Hazelwood, reported the same (Report 
No. 2356); which said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. . 


Under clause 8 of Rule XXII, bills and vecaieaienvalt dee fol- 
gis Aa es were introduced, and severally referred as follows: 
JENKINS: A bill (4. Bh. 9758) to amend ani act entitinl 

«« Am ect to authorine the COnaaeaaea aa ae over the 
St. magi the mia ee - 
: prov as amended approved eae i, 
, entitled ‘‘ An act to amend an act to authorize the construc. 

tom obaaheas bri 
of ee ee 


tite he act to ootharins ce 
Missouri River at or near the city of 
“= 26, 1894—to the Committee on 


By Mr. PRICE: A bill (H. R. 9755) -to quiet title and 
ay Me PR to certain coined aad and located selon land 
the Committee on Private 


Sntens tf ah in the State of 
Land Claims. 
By Mr. TOWNE: A bill (H. R. 9756) to amend the river and 
eee of August 18, 1 to the on Rivers and 
r 
By Mr. MURRAY: A bill (H. R. 9757) to insure minority rep- 
resentation in Federal elections—to the Committee on Election 
of President, Vice-President, and in oe 
By Mr. WANGER: A resolution (House Res. No. ) to in- 
crease the pay of J. Herman Barnesley—to the ttee on 


Accounts. 

By Mr. DOOLITTLE: A resolution (House Res. No. 457) for 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 85) to amend the we entitled ‘“‘An 
act to incorporate the Maritime - of Nicaragua,” 

on Rules. 


approved Fe 20, 1889—to 1000-40 the 


a 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, a bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as 


By Mr. ANDREWS: A bill (H. R. 9758 ting an increese 
= pension to John 8. Lewis—to the Comtaltaes on tavabd Pen- 


rT ele Wall (H. R. 9759) granting an increase of pension to 
George W. Ferree—to the mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9760) to correct the record of 
Showers Nelson—to the Committee on Military 
Also, <0 So R. 9161) 8 ee eee erick 
OPAL SeRNetTs Sh Ul kOe 9 peson to 
gran a 
By Sie BENN —to the Committee on titania Peocone 
y Mr. CROWTHER: A Oe eens en neon 
pension to John H. Laney—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 
Mr. DOVENER: A bill (H. R. 9764) for the relief of Henry 
Snider, gg ata W. Va.—to the Committee on War Claims. 
: A bill bill t, R }) for the relief of Ellen 


By Mr. HULL: A Wits R. 9767 — to Richard 
M. Mick, Company F, Tighty-cixth ntry—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


By Mr. McCALL of Tennessee: A bill (HL. B, 9768) for relict 
= easant W. Cook, a Mexican veteran—to the Committee on 


‘ensions. 
By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9769) granting a pension to Mel- 
vina Buckler —to th Commitee om Tavalid Pensions 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, Sneaanl tions and 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as a 


By : Petition of the St. Paul al (Minn.) Chamber of 
Commerce, in favor of an crevasses 
Mississippi 


on Lower River—to the Committee on 
By Mr. LAYTON: the immediate adoption of the eamerzency 


et fav 
a tae Dinahay Waa bill—to the th Smite on Ware sd 








Also, resolutions of the board of managers of the Trades League 
of Philadelphia, urging immediate action upon the revenue laws, 
so as to provide for the expenses of the Government—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. 


: Paper to accompany House 
bill tor the relief of Pleasant W. Cook—to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. NORTHWAY: Petition of citizens of Akron, Ohio, 
praying for the of a service-pension bill for all honorably 
discharged sol: the late war—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. ODELL: Petition of S. W. Fullerton Post, No. 58, Grand 
Army of the Republic, of Newburg, N. Y., in relation to the strug 
gle for ind in Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. LE: Sretienct ates of Sete, M. ae oe 

of a tariff bill—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STAHLE: Resolutions of Captain Colwell Post, No. 201, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Carlisle, Pa., urging Congress to 

i Cu to the Co 


take action in regard to the independence of - 
mittee on Fo Affairs. 

By Mr. SULLOWAY: Paper to accompany House bill No. 9749, 
granting a pension to Lydia G. Cate—to the Committee on Pen- 


SENATE. 
Monpbay, December 21, 1896. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mriavrn, D. D. 

SrepHen M. Wuairte, a Senator from the State of California, 
*PPhe Secre dares read the Journal of the proceedings 
e Secretary to o i 
of Thursday last, when, on motion of Mr. Bacon, and by unani- 
mous consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 
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the two Houseson the amendments of the House to the joint resc- 
lution (S. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of the act approved 
June 3, 1896, entitled “An act to section 61 of ‘An act to 
reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Government, and for 
other purposes,’” which became a law Angust 28, 1804. 

The message further announced that the House insisted upon 
its amendments to the bill (S. 1832) to define the rights of pur- 
chasers under mortgages authorized by an act of Congress a 
proved April 20, 1871, concerning the Atlantic and Pacific Rail- 
road Company, agreed to the conference asked by the Senate on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed 
Mr. Powers, Mr. Jounson of California, and Mr. Harrison man- 
agers at the conference on the part of the House. 

The message also announced that the House further insisted 
upon its amendment to the bill (S. 1291) granting an increase of 

m to Celeste A. Boughton, widow of Bvt. Brig. Gen. Horace 
ughton, asked a further conference with the Senate on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. 
CROWTHER, Mr. Baker of Kansas, and Mr. KIRKPATRICK man- 
agers at the conference on the part of the House. 
The message further announced that the House further insisted 

m its amendment to the bill (S. 1511) granting a pension to 

Jane Stewart Whiting, asked a further conference with the 
Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and 
had appointed Mr. CrowTHer, Mr. Baker of Kansas, and Mr. 
KIRKPATRICK managers at the conference on the part of the 
House. 

The message also announced that the House had passed with 
amendments the following bills; in which it requested the con- 
currence of the Senate: 

A bill (S. 387) to refer the claim of the owners of the brig Tally- 
Ho to the Court of Claims; 

A bill (S. 684) granting an increase of pension to Marion 
McKibben 

A bili ( 
Morris; 

A bill (S. 905) granting a pension to Mary W. Keeffe; and 

A bill (S. 2176) granting a pension to Thomas Pollock. 
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S. 757) granting an increase of pension to Adelaide 




















REPORT OF BOARD OF ORDNANCE AND FORTIFICATION. The er announced that the House had passed the 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- | following bills; in which it requested theconcurrence of the Senate: 
tion from the Secretary of War, ene a een pes of| A bill (H. R. 71) for the relief of Capt. Francis A. Beuter; 
the Board of Ordnance and Fortification for the year Octo- A bill (H. R. 129) for the relief of Thomas B. Reed; 
ber 31, 1896; which, with the accompanying report, was referred | A bill (H. R. 807) for the relief of James Stewart; 
e on to be printed. (H. R. 1018) to increase the pension of Bennett S. Shaug; 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. A bill (H. R. 1018) to i the p B 
INTERSTATE COMMERCE CLASSIFICATION. A bill (H. R. 1505) i @ pension to Mrs. Sarah A. Aspold; 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica-| 4 Pill (HT It, 2742) te grant « peneion tod J. Davi: 
TaN, Sate oa teen encanta | | A tall GH. B. 2079) for the relief of John A. Lynch: 
each case in which it has ordered any carrier or carriers, sub; r ba _ me = ae @ penmion to — oo ate ing; 
to its jurisdiction, to make any in the classification of ape ad pe ached bg 
freight, or in the vates charged for passengers or property, A — (H. R. 3508) to correct the military record of Elisha B, 
’ > | Basset : 
Or ey ee aera eee A bill (H. R. 8884) for the relief of John T. Brewster; 
tices in effect at ens When complaint was filed, etc.; ch A bill (H. R, 3945) granting a pension to Thomas J. Thorp; 
with the accompanying pa Was referred tothe Gemanttées on A bill (H. R. 4264) granting a pension to Mary Pelham; 
Interstate Commerce, and ordered to be printed. A bill (eh Ee dant) granting s pension fo Samnsl MoKineey; 
. R. 4655) gran &@ pension rederick A. Driscol; 
CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. A bill (H. R. 4744) to re the pension of Adam Dennis; 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- A bili (H. R. 4875) granting a pension to John W. Pogue; 
tion from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of | A bill (H. R. 5670) to increase the pension of Richard 5S. Phillips; 
eo of = as eet 1887, =. copies of the . a ea = ) granting a pension to Emily Elliott; 
ascertainmen: ectors for President ice-Presi- i . R. 5895) granting a pension to Anna N. Kendall; 
pecs for the State of Illinois; which was ordered to lie on the A oe i we 5902) granting @ pension to Jane Christian Marye; 
e. A bi . R. 6282) toincreasethe pension of Alexander McBride; 
PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS OF SENATE OF SPAIN. . a - a for the i Eliza J. Holman; 
i . 6713) to exten orth Capitol street northward 
Senate of Spain, transmitting to the Senate of the United states | ‘rough ths property of the Prospect Hill Cemetery, to pay for 
26 volumes of the parliamentary proceedings of that body; which are cote Ls — oa such purpose, and for other purposes; 
erred Commi brary ill (H. R. 6792) granting a pension to Hannzh R. Quint; 
be oe ttee on the La - A bill (H. R. 6900) increasing the pension of Mary T. Young; 
A aan ta aoe THE HOUSE. by Mr. W.J * oat iy - ae panting a pension to John W. Bruner; 
message from ouse ves, r. W. J. ill (H. R. 8726) to provide for the payment of certain claims 
Brownie, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed | against the District of Columbia by drawback certificates; 
Aba eet fay ee ee ihre A bill (H. > a) > aners an act entitled ‘An act granting 
. or the et 0 ’ n ye a ion to Jesse McMillan,” received by the President May 27, 
A S. 1276 granting an increase of pension to John L. Brit- 1896; , 
ton; A bill (H. R. 9638) making appropriations for the support of the 
A bill (8. il, granting a pension to Emeline Filgate; Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898; 
A bill (S. 1881) granting a pension to la Chapman; A bili (H. R. 9647) to authorize the extension of the lines of the 
A bill (5. 1883) to grant a pension to lotte O. Van Cleve, | Metropolitan Railroad Company of the District of Columbia; 
widow of Gen. P. Van Cleve; - A bill (H. R. 9700) authorizing the issuing and loaning of the 
A bill (S. 2711) granting a pension to Ira Harris; and ensigns, flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States for the 
A bill (5. 2889) to aid and encourage the holding of the Ten- | purpose of decorating the streets of the city of Washington on 
nessee tennial Exposition at Nashville, Tenn., in the year | the occasion of inaugural ceremonies on the 4th of March, 1597; 
1897, and appropriation therefor. A bill (H. R. 9753) making appropriations to supply urgent de- 
The message announced that the House had agreed to the | ficiences in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 








1897, and for prior years, and for other purposes; 
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A joint resolution (H. Res. 213) to permit railroads in the Dis- 
trict to occupy additional parts of streets to accommodate the 
traveling public attending the inaugural ceremonies; 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 214) authorizing the Secretary of 
War to grant permits to the executive committee on inaugural 
ceremonies for use of reservations or public spaces in the city of 
Washington on the occasion of the inauguration of the President- 
elect on March 4, 1897, etc.; and 

A joint resolution fe Res. 215) extending time for compliance 
by Eckington and Soldiers’ Home Railway pany and the Belt 
Railway Company with provisions of section 1 of an act entitled 
‘‘An act to extend the routes of said railway companies,” etc., 
approved June 10, 1896. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The m e also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S. 2889) to aid and encourage the holding of the Tennes- 
see Centennial Exposition at Nashville, Tenn., in the year 1897, 
and making an appropriation therefor; 

A bill (H. RB. 950) granting a pension to John Coombs; 

A bill (H. R. 979) oe a pension to Frances E. Helfenstein; 

A bill (H. R. 986) for the relief of Hiram P. Pauley; 

A bill (H. R. 1022) to increase the pension of Byron Cotton; 

A bill (H. R. 1062) to grant a pension to Armstead M. Raw- 
lings, of Arkansas; 

A bill (H. R. 1178) granting a pension to Sarah Weedon Jones; 

A bill (H. R. 1599) granting a pension to Phasbe M. Woolley 
Palmeter; ; 

A bill (H. B. 1820) granting a pension to Neil McNeil; 

A bill (H. R. 1825) granting a pension to Mary Prince, widow 
of Ellis Prince; 

A bill (H. R. 1827) granting a pension to Nancy B. Prince, 
widow of Elbert Prince; 

A bill (H. R. 1874) to place the name of Robert Smalls on the 
pension rolls; 

A bill (H. R. 1890) granting a pension to Mary Martin; 

A bill (H. R. 1891) granting a pension to Celestia R. Barry; 

A bill (H. R. 1892) granting a pension to Catharine Darragh; 

A bill (H. R. 2358) granting a pension to Arminda White, widow 































































Mr. SHERMAN ted a petition of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Cincinnati, Ohio, pra for the enactment of legisla- 
lation closing the crevasse in a L’Outre at the mouth of the 
Mississippi River; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

He also presented a petition of the board of library commis- 
Sones of Eoiumbus, 0 io, and a petition 2“ —. of 

yandot County, 0, praying Congress inde- 
pendence of Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Cleveland Christian Endeavor 
Union, of Cleveland, Ohio, | rte tear the enactment of la- 
tion prohibiting the sale of in ting liquors in the United 
States Capitol; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
a a — eed tee petit f John Ward, of Sandusky, Ohio, 

e presen 6 on 0 
late a in Company K, Third Ohio Ca’ » pra. for the 
enactment of legislation to correct his military record; was 
maar cen na al oa et 
e presented sun ons pra: 
for the passage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the Trades of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., praying for immediate amendment of the revenue 
laws so as to provide for the current expenses of the Govern- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

r. SHER 


M ‘ 
Dakota [Mr. KyLx], the chairman of the Committee to 
the University of the United States, I present a communication 
from David Starr Jordan, president of Leland Stanford Junior 
University of California, ee substance of his argu- 
ment before the Select Committee to blish the University of 
the United States on the need of a national university. I move 
that the communication be printed and referred to the ttee 
to Establish the University of the United States. 

The motion was agreed to. 

a penne greryrerte hag wpe > ds nyy a Spem 

.» praying ons or 2 

Dea tow aabe of interest; which was referred to the 


Ont CAMER ON ted the petition of Robert late 
; on Brigham, 
en de poorer 































































































| rae at Fra for the enactment of a 

of Israel White; , on velabeaniee 3on for money lost by him the failure 

A bill (H. R. 2359) granting a pension to Katherine Zeigenheim, | of the Venango National Bank; which was to the Com- 
of Louisville, Ky.; mittee on Post-Offices Roads. 





A bill (H. RB, 2405) granting a pension to Maria Gibbons; . 

A bill (H. R. 2969) to grant a pension to Mrs. Lucy A. Allen; 

A bill (H. R. 8152) granting a pension to Charlotte A Welton; 

A bill (H. R. 3755)to increase the pension of OC. Thompson; 

A bill (H. R. 8771) for the relief of Stratton H. Benscoter; 

A bill (H. R. 4052) approving certain acts of the legislative as- 
sembly of the Territory of New Mexico, authorizing the issue of 
certain bonds of said Territory, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 4855) to increase the pension of Theresa Peebles, of 
Jefferson Courty, Ga.; 

A bill (H. R. 4861) granting a pension to William H. Nesbit; 

A bill (H. R. 4405) granting a pension to Augustus G. Cary; 

A bill (H. R. 4604) granting a pension to Jane Fisher; 

A bill (H. R. —- granting an increase of pension to Isaac H. 
Wihetsel, of Louisville, Ky.; 

A bill (H. R. 4721) pee an increase of pension to Orleina J. 
Clark, of Louisville, Ky.: 

A biil (H. R. 5050) granting a pension to Ransom ©. Hazelip; 

A bill (A. R. 5311) ting a pension to Sarah Ann Wible; 

A bill (H. R. 5393) for the relief of Lucinda Rickards, widow, 
and the minor children of John D. Rickards, deceased. 
















expenses of the Government; which was referred to the Commit- 
"eae petition of sundry citizens of Allensville, Pa. 

a su ’ > 
pra for the of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 







G f E. 
100 other citizens of Michigan, anda petition of W. E. Boyden and 
25 other citizens of Michigan, praying for the ne acl el 
called Dingley tariff bill; which were referred to on 


ce. 

He also presented a petition of 500 citizens of Elmira, N. Y. 
praying for the enactment of legislation restoring 

of the District of Columbia against Sunday traffic; which was 
referred to the Comanittee on the fiistelat of Clalaaknna. 


g 
Z 


A bill (H. R. 5400) to increase the pension of Mary L. Bacon, He also presented a petition of 200 citizens of Elmira, N. Y., 
widow of the late George B. Bacon, late lieutenant-commander of = enactment of 1} the age of consent 
the United States Navy; c e of Columbia; w was to the Committee 


A bill (H. R. 6466) te increase the pension of George V. Barnard; 

A bill (H. R. 6468) to increase the pension of Andrew R. Ladd; 

A bill (H. R. 6588) for the relief of A. A. Hosmer; 

A bill (H. R. 9139) granting a pension to Margaret J. Young; 

A bill (H. R. 9469) to constitute a new division of the eastern 
judicial district of Texas, and to provide for the holding of terms 
ef court at Beaumont, Tex., and for the appointment of a clerk 


on the District of Columbia. 


for said court; He also presented the petition of Frances E. Willard, 

A bill (H. R. 9473) making appropriations for the payment of | and Katharine Lente 8 , of the National 
invalid and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year | Woman’s Christian Tem praying for the enact- 
ending June 80, i898, and for other purposes; and ment of 1} tion the age of girls to 18 years 

A bill - R. 9742) to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the third | in the District of Columbia and was 
session of the Fifty-third Congress. referred to the Committee on the District eee ayia, iieihhen 

aie He also presented the petition of E, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented resolutions adopted by the | Woman’s Tem Union, praying 


Bryan Silver Cirb, of Spokane, Wash., favoring the recognition 
of the ind dence of Cuba; which were referred to the Com- 


f legislatio hibi 58 traffic in the District of 
ment 0 n prohibitin 

‘ was referred to the District 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


Columbia: which 
ef Columbia. 
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Mr. QUAY presented a petition of the Trades League of Phila- 
Pa., praying for the enactment of a revenue-producing 
aan which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 






of northwest Missouri, on behalf of the passage of a bill to pro- 
hibit the sale of liquor in the Capitol building. I ask that the 
petition be referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HARRIS. I suggest to the Senator from Missouri that the 
petition should be referred to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Is there a bill for this purpose before that 
committee? 

Mr. HARRIS. Yes; the Committee on Rules has control of 
the matter. 

Mr. KRELL. Then let the petition be referred to the 
Committee on Rules. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be so referred. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present the memorial of a joint committee 
appointed by the Medical Society of the District of Columbia to 
present the views of the medical and other scientific societies and 
educational institutions relative to the em legislation em- 
bodied in Senate bill 1552, entitled “A bill for the further preven- 
tion of cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia.” 

This joint committee is com of Dr. 8S. C. Busey, president, 







Post, No, 201, Grand Army of the Republic, of , Pa., and 
of Lafayette Post, No, 217, Grand Army of the Republic, of Easton, 
Pa., praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

ahattan : Teotpnyee forth recent ition of belligerent rights 
Manhattan ’ g gerent rig 
7 Cates wee petition of a Trades League of Philadelphia 

Healso a e ‘ 
rae for immediate action on revenue measures; which 
wad Nefeerél 66 (aid Gonmadites on Stenmce. 

He = ee eee the Democratic ae soe 

ittee o: aunty, Il., remonstra‘ against remo m 
office for political reasons; which Saeed to the Committee 
on Civil Service and Retrenchment. 

















Mr. LODGE ted a petition of the Council of Trades and | represeuting the District Medical Society; Dr. G. M. Sternberg, 
Labor Unions of Detroit, ying for the passage of the so- | Surgeon-General United States Army, representing the Biological 





ch., pra’ 
called Lodge-Corliss immigration bill; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. GEAR presented the petition of James Ironside and sun 
other citizens of Iowa, and the petition of M. M. Walker and 
other citizens of Iowa, praying for the of the so-called 
Dingley tariff bill; which were refe to Committee on 


ce. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by the I. G. White Post, 
Department of Iowa, Grand Army of the blic, of Washing- 
ton, Iowa, favoring the so-called Cullom Cuban resolution and 
pays Se Se the same; which were referred to the 


Society; Dr. D. E. Salmon, Chief of the Bureau of Animal Indus- 
try, representing the Agricultural Department; Dr. Waiter Reed, 
Surgeon, United States Army, representing the Medical Depart- 
ment of the United States Army; Dr. D. 8. Lamb, representing 
Howard University; Dr. C. W. Stiles, representing the George- 
town Medical School; Dr. E. A. De Schweinitz, representing the 
Columbian Medical School; Dr. H. N. Stokes, representing the 
Chemical Society of Washington; and Dr. W. M. Sprigg, repre- 
senting the National University. 

I ask that the memorial be received and printed and filed as a 
protest against the passage of the bill referred to, and that it be 















ttee on Foreign Relations. placed with the report in favor of that bill on the Calendar. 
Mr. BURROWS presented the petition of S. Stearn and 41| The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will be 
other citizens of Marcellus, Mich.; of H. French and sun- 






so ordered. 

Mr. TURPIE presented a petition of sundry citizens of Frank- 
lin, Ind., praying Congress to recognize the independence of 
Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MORGAN. I present a memorial of the North Capitoland 
Ec m Citizens’ Association on the subject of a resoiution 

by the House of Representatives a few days ago, which has 
not yet come to the Senate,in which the memorialists set forth 
their objections to the adoption of that resolution. The memorial 
is addressed to the Senate, and is signed by these gentlemen. I ask 
that it be printed, because it is a matter that I think Senators gen- 
erally would like to read. 

Mr. FRYE. Printed as a document, I suppose? 

Mr. MORGAN. Printed asa document. Let it be referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HALE. Iam — near the Senator from Alabama, but I 
could not hear a word he said. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Alabama will 
please repeat his request. 

Mr. MORGAN. I presented a memorial on behalf of a citizens’ 
association here against the adoption by the Senate of a resolution 
which has passed the House on the subject of extending the time to 
the Eckington Railway Company for arranging their business. 


dry other citizens of Homer, Mich.; of Sherwood & Griswold 
and sundry other citizens of All , Mich., and of 38 citizens 
of Van Buren County, Mich., pra for the passiuge of the so- 
called Dingley tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
of St. Paul, Minn., praying for the establishment of a department 
of commerce and manufactures; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of P. Cudmore and 137 other citi- 
zens of Faribault, Minn., praying for the enactment of legislation 

roviding for the purchase Great Britain of the territory 
ing west of Duluth and Hudsons Bay; which was referred to 

e ttee on ——- Relations. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I desire to present a letter, in the ae of 
a petition, signed by Hon. Frank Jones, Hon. A. F. Howard, . 
J. Albert Walker, and other leading citizens of the city of Ports- 
mouth, N. H., asking that an a iation be made for rebuild- 
ing the old ship Constitution. ese gentlemen say: 

The historic old ship Constitution, now lying at the Portsmouth Navy- 

, is in a sinking condi and if is not done 
wil be beyond Scelavainias "We posske-at Ber Semmes one te dacee 






















Peon it A Lt t Old Pension the most f Seeien ells in| Mr. E. Is that the road which runs out to the boundary 
avy, should be allowed to go to the bottom, on the north? 






ete. 

I wish to call the attention ly of my colleague F 
CHANDLER] and of the senior from Maine [Mr. Haney, 
both of whom are members of the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
this very important matter. I the committee will see their 
ee report in regard to the rebuilding 
0 *. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. FRYE presented resolutions adopted by Burnside Post, No. 
47, ty tas of Maine, Grand — < e —— of Au- 
burn, Me., fa a thay mee: the Republic of Cuba; 

on ta 


which were to lie ble. 


Mr. MORGAN. = Yes; the Eckington line. , 
Mr. GALLINGER. It runs near the Soldiers’ Home and to 


kland. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Alabama? The Chair hears none, and the me- 
morial will be referred to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia and printed. 

Mr. DANIEL presented a petition of the board of directors of 
the Chamber of Commerce of Richmond, Va., and a petition of the 
Board of Trade of Lynchburg, Va., praying for the establishment 
of a department of commerce and manufactures; which were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


















Mr. BATE presented resolutions adopted by Ed. Maynard Post, | He also presented a memorial of the Democratic central com- 
No. 14, Department of Tennessee, Grand Army of the Republic, | mittee of Cook County, Ill., remonstrating against removals from 
nurabering 339 veterans of the late war, sympathy office on account of “pernicious political activity;” which was 
with the patriots of Cuba, and praying “ the United States | referred to the Committee on Civil Service and Retrenchment. 
take all lawful and honorable means to put an end to the cruel | He also presented the petition of R. G. Wright, A. R. Cocke, 
campaign of butchery and leprae it bene is now devastating that |S. A. Austin, and sundry other citizens of Waynesboro, Va., pray- 
island;” which were ordered to lie on the table. ing Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; which was 

He also presented a memorial of Company ©, Marble City ordered to lie on tne table. 


Guards, Unattached Company National G of the State of; Mr. MURPHY presented the petition of Ira S. C. Lockwood 
Tennessee, relative to the death of General Maceo, and express- | and sundry other citizens of Madrid, Ind., praying for the enact- 


ive of sympathy for the patriots of Cuba; which was ordered to | ment of legislation for the relief of the suffering Armenians in 
lie on the table. : Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
COCKRELL. I present acommunication, in the nature of | tions. 


Mr. 
& petition, from W. E. Bragg, dent of the Second district 
ialesourt Christian Endeavor Union, in behalf of 5,000 young 


Mr. MILLS presented sundry ee of citizens of Texas, pray- 
men and women belonging to this organization in fifteen counties 


for the passage o* the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which were 
erred to the Committee on Finance. 
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Mr. HARRIS. _I present a communication from Henry Hotter, 
secretary of the Memphis Cotton Exchange, of Memphis, Tenn., 
transmitting resolutions adopted at a meeting of sundry cotton 
growers and farmers of Memphis, Tenn., praying Congress to vote 
against the passage of the Cuban resolutions recently adopted b 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. I move that the communi- 
cation and the accompanying resolutions lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon presented a petition of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Astoria, Oreg., praying that an appropriation 
be made for the preservation, extension, and improvement of the 
harbor at that city; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of Jeff Harney, headman, in be- 
half of himself and about 200 Siuslaw, Coos, and Umpqua Indians 
now living in Lane, Douglas, and Coos counties, State of Oregon, 
praying that an investigation be made of the circumstances by 
which they were wrongfully deprived of certain lands in that 
State, and also that relief be granted them by reasonable annui- 
ties or by a sum in gross; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, 

NICARAGUA CANAL. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I present a petition of citizens of 
Oregon, praying for the passage of the bill in aid of the early con- 
strnetion of the Nicaraguan Cana! under governmental control, 
and I ask unanimous consent of the Senate that I may occupy a 
few minutes, not exceeding ten or fifteen at most, in submitting 
some remarks on this question. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Isthereobjection? The Chair hears 
none, and the Senator from Oregon will proceed. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Mr. President, I crave the indul- 
gence of the Senate for a few minutes that I may once more make 
an appeal for the esrly consideration of the bill now on the Cal- 
endar in aid of the speedy constraction of the Nicaragua Canal 
under the control of the Government of the United States. 

Although I have heretofore on many occasions, in conjunction 
with other Senators who are favorable to this great enterprise, 
urged at length the importance of this measure as one parnmount 
to any that could engage the attention of Congress, I do not intend 
to desist from any proper efforts I may exert in furtherance of 
the passage of this bill until success shall attend these efforts. 

It will be remembered that the Senate, at the beginning of its 
last session, when reorganizing the committees of this body, in 
view of the vast amount of other business always engaging the 
attention of the Committeeon Foreign Relations, and which com- 
mittee had, up to that time, jurisdiction of the Nicaragua Canal 
bill, organized a new committee called the Select Committee on 
Construction of the Nic a Canal, and to which committee 
was assigned exclusive jurisdiction of this im t subject. 

That committee, as is known, is com of seven Senators, 
the distinguished Senator from Alabama [Mr. Morgan] being 
chairman, the other members being Senator PaLMeEr of illinois, 
Senator Martin of Virginia, Senator HawLey of Connecticut, 
Senator MircHEe.t. of Oregon, Senator Squire of Washington, 
and Senator SEwEL. of New Jersey. 

This committee at the last session, and immediately after its 
organization, entered upon the consideration of a measure having 
for its purpose the early construction of the NicaraguaCanal, under 
the direct control of the Government of the United States, and 
after a most thorough and careful consideration, perfected a meas- 
ure which received the approval and cordial support of every 
member of that committee, and it was, on June 2 last, rted to 
the Senate by our distingui chairman [Mr. MorGan} accom- 
panied by a very careful and elaborate report Lot enon by him, 
in which every phase of the project is discussed with great ability 
and circumstantiality, and which report also received the hearty 
approval of each member of such committee. The bill is now on 
the Calendar of the Senate, and is number 1221 of the Order of 
Business. 

Of course, not being chairman of the committee having the bill 
in charge, but merely a member thereof, it is not my province to 
move its consideration, but knowing full well how earnestly desir- 
ous the distinguished chairman of the committee is of securing 
consideration at the very earliest practicable moment, I felt it my 
duty to cooperate with him in appealing to the Senate that this 
important measure may not be sidetracked by other, and in the 
main, infinitely lessimportant, matters which seem to beconstantly 
pressing themselves to the front for consideration. 

Until the bill can be taken up for discussion, it would of course 
be out of place fur me te enter at length upon the arguments 
which to my mind are overwhelming in favor of this measure. 
These I have heretofore into at length on several occasions. 
And while my purpose. at this time is toaid in bringing about the 
consent of the boatte to an early consideration of this bill, it may 
not per be out of place, with the indulyence of the Senate, to 
state briefly the purport of the pending measure. 


The bill that the capital stock of the Maritime Canal 
Conpear Nicaragua shall consist of 1,000,000 shares of $100 each 
and be nonassessable, and no more than this number of shares 
shall be issued, except by the consent of 

it fe Ser arens that if the Maritime Canal ee 
Nicaragua within one year from the passage of the act 
to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the that all the 
stock of the company heretofore subscribed for or 
that heretofore issued to the Republics of Nicaragua and 
pr pape es ety ieee 

e company, or sati ve for 
the return and cancellation of said stock, and that bonds issued b 
said company and obligations to deliver bonds have been 
and can , or that satisf: arrangements have been made 
for their redemption and tion, and that all liabilities of 
the said company have been satisfied and all contracts and agree- 
ments heretofore made by said company, incl all contracts 
with the Nicaragua Canal Consienetion been can- 
celed, or that provision has been made for 
cancellation of said contracts, then the Secretary of the 
shall, in behalf of the United States, subscribe for 700,000 shares of 
the capital stock of said company, and said shall there- 
upon issue to the said Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
Staten 700,000 shares of She enaitet Sats Sanna Ee 
with the Treasurer of the United States, and which stock 
issued in consideration of the 
the bonds of such company and 
nonassessable. 

It ie further provided that in addition thereto 
nonassessable capital stock of said Maritime 
Nicaragua shall be issued and delivered to such 
as may be j those 


by the United States of 
be regarded as fully paid and 


shares of 
of 


ted by the President of the United States 
sninane examination of the works 








on his annual message 
"ia Lak eeeiier provi, making provision for the can- 
cellation of all outstanding claims and stock of the Maritime 
construct and com- 


3 
§ 
: 
% 
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and tions, real, and mixed, of all franchises and 
rights of the said company, including ae ont 

bea 8 shali con chad: hee rg 
sinking sufficient for the payment of said at ity. 
Such shall be so framed as to be valid asa first lien 


ey wo towed peed ~ Attorney 
execution, a 
— and or eta 9 hang ee in an shall be 
b nese t is er i 
on shall duly executed in tri 
of the "Pecacuey to, Wastieaenac nme bn. ffices i 
of the ury in i mn, in the proper offices in 
Nicaragua aad Crate Rica, to be i by the said States; 
and as additional security for the payment of said bonds, and to 
save the United States harmless by reason of its guaranty of the 
same, a first lien is created by the bill in ‘avor of the United 


States upon the Nicaragua Canal. 
The further provides that the said bonds shall be 
repared, engraved, and printed at the Bureau o: and 
Prin ting, in the city of Washington, at the expense d Mari- 
time One Nicaragua, and, after being duly executed 
the officers of said company, shall be deposited in the Treasury 


of the United States at and shall be issued by the 


Secretary of the Treasury from time to time to the said Maritime 


Canal Company of Nicaragua only as the work on the Nicaragua 
Canal progresses. Before the issue of said bonds by the ones 
of the Treasury he shall cause to be engraved and printed an 
duly executed on each of said bonds the guaranty of the United 
States, in the words and figures follo , to wit: “‘ The United 
States of —— tees to the la a of this a - 
payment the itime Canal Company of Ni of the 
Saree VARA ke Hotere eve, oo ere 

nd the § tary e , v g bill, author- 
legh tnd Girected, Sites eterent-cn onid aco 8 as it becomes due 
is not paid into the Treasury of the United States by the Maritime 
Canal Company of Nicaragua, to pay the same, and the sum 
required for that purpose is, by this 
money in the Treasury not otherwise a . And Ft 
ee ee of said bonds, or the interest thereon, s 
made ugh Sta 

of 


Company 
Nicaragua shall pay into the of the United States the 
interest on the guaranteed bonds led for as it becomes due, 
A a ee 
as lessen a company as the princ 

obligor in said bonds. Upon the failure of said 

the interest as it becomes due on said bonds, and upon the pay- 
ment of such interest by the United States, the said cnampeny shall 
bec with and shall pay to the United States the amounts 
paid by the United States on such guaranty, with interest annually 
at 4 per cent until paid. 

The bill farther provides that the said canal shall be constructed 
under the and according to the mos om ey aaa 
prepared by the Engineer Department of United Army. 
© dent of the United States, aoe recommendation 
of the Chief of the Corps of United States Army, 

isions of this bill, detail three competen 
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the canal company, to be used for the purposes specitied in the bill. 

















~ That it shall be the duty of the chief engineer in making his 


surveys and estimates, and of the directors in letting contracts, to 
divide the work into such sections and parts as will secure the 
= of said canal with the utmost 


ition. 


further provided that the President of the United States may 


anc is autaorized, in his discretion, atany time to appoint a board o 

three civil engineers, the members of which shall be selected from 
civil life, to visit and carefully inspect the route of the said canal 
and to make and conduct such examinations and investigations in 
reference to the same as may be deemed necessary, and to report 
poteaer oem to the teem oo t = the United States. 
mee appropri or the on of such examinations and 

said 


And the sum of 


id board of civil engineers. 


The er stipulates that the board of directors shall 


quarterly file with the Secretary of the Treasury a detailed state- 
ment of the work done and the 


the souerding quarter, and the amount due and payable thereon, 
together wi j 


mses incurred therefor during 


all other expenses incurred by said board, and on 


his examination and approval of said statement he shall issue and 
deliver to said board of di 
to cover the amount approved by him. 


rs bonds sufficient at their par value 


It is also provided that the said Maritime Canal Company shall 


not issue any bonds or mortgages except as provided for in this 
to | bill, and shall not indorse or guarantee the paper, contract, or 
obligation of any person, persons, or corporation whatsoever, 
except as herein provided 
or oo made by said com 
aad : 


, and no contract shall be entered into 
ny beyond the amount of bonds 
to be issued by this bill. 


of 


It is also provided that the bonds so issued to said directors «hall 


o_o at not less than their par value, and the 
m such sales shall be paid into the treasury of 


It is further provided that Congress shall at all times have the 


power to alter, amend, or repeal this proposed act. 


There are various other important provisions in the bill, all 
tending to place not only the construction of this great work, but 
also its operation and management, after it is constructed, under 
the-direct and absolute control of the Government of the United 
States, and all tending, moreover, to authorize its early completion. 

While the construction of the Nicaragua Canal as provided for 
in the ding bill will be of vast benefit to every section of the 
United States, and would be a controlling factor in both internal 
and external cemmerce,.a regulator not only of freight rates, but 
of the distances of transportation lines, and with resultant bene- 
fits of incomparable character to the whole people, it is neverthe- 
less a fact that that section of the country which [ in part repre- 
sent—the Pacific Coast States—would by the construction of this 
great work be advan immeasurably beyond that of any other 
section, and hence it is the people of that section, irrespective of 
party: are justly earnest in their demands for early legislation on 

is important subject. 

The mere statement of the benefits that must inevitably accrue, 
as all must concede, to the people of California, Oregon, and Wash- 
ington, and those of adjacent States, is of itself a most convincing 
and unanswerable argument in favor of the speedy consideration 
and passage by Congress of this measure. 

To the wheat growers and producers of other cereals in those 
States, the producers of wool, hops, fruit, and other agricultural 
products, and of lumber and its manufactured products, to those 
engaged in our salmon and cod fisheries, the construction of the 
pope ey Canal is of most vital importance. These producers 
are , by reason of enormous freight rates, not only between 
Pacific coast ports and Liverpool and other European ports, where 
they must dispose of their surplus products, especially of wheat, 
hops, salmon, but also between Pacific and Atlantic ports of both 
the United States and South America, in the latter of which—I 
mean the Atlantic ports of the United States—they must find a 
market for their surplus wool, fruits, lumber, and many other 
— absolutely at the mercy not only of the foreign pro- 

ucer of those produets, but also of those of the States east ot the 
Doky Mountains, more especially of those east of the Missouri 

ver. 

At present, to reach the principal market for our surplus wheat, 
salmon, and hops in European ports, our producers and shippers 
are compelled to proceed by the circuitous route doubling Cape 
Horn, a distance from San Francisco of 14,690 miles, and from 
Oregon and hy cng: pa ports a still greater distance. By the 
construction of the Nicaragua Canal this water route to Liver- 
= and other European ports in the same latitude would be re- 

uced in length to the enermous extent of 6,906 miles, a saving 
within a ion of 7,000 miles, reducing the distance from 14,690 
niles to 7,694 miles. 

in, the sole water route at present between the ports of the 

and Atlantic coasts—that is, between Portland, Oreg., for 
instance, and the port of New York—is about 15,440 miles, and 
between San Francisco and New York 14,840 miles. By the con- 
struction of the Nicaragua Canal this distance will be shortened 
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nearly 10,000 miles; to be entirely accurate, about 9,894 miles, or, 
stated differently, the distance of the water route then between 
our Pacific and Atlantic ports will be reduced from 14,840 miles, 
taking San Francisco as a Pacific coast port, to 4,946 miles. 

It is estimated the construction of this canal will result in 
reducing water freight rates from the Pacific ports of San Fran- 
cisco, Portland, Yaquina, Coos Bay, Siuslaw, Tillamook, Astoria, 
and other California and Oregon ports and Puget Sound ports not 
less than $2 es ton below the present rates by Cape Horn, to say 
nothing of the great saving of time in the voyage by reason of the 
immense shortening in distance. Estimating that the Pacific 
Coast States have a surplus of 2,000,000 tons of wheat—it was 
over 1,800,000 tons three years ago—a saving of $2 per ton would 
be a saving annually to the wheat growers alone of the Pacific 

Joast States, to say nothing of the producers of lumber, hops, 
salmon, and other products, of $4,000,000 annually, or an amount 
more than sufficient to meet any possible ann liability of the 
Government under the proposed guaranties of the pending bill. 

But not —_ so. The construction of this maritime canal will 
have a controlling influence in regulating freight rates on wool, 
lumber, the products of lumber, fruits, salmon, furs, and other 
products of the Pacific States, the snarkets for which are in Bos- 
ton, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and other Atlantic ports. 
As a regulator of freight rates on the several transcontinental 
lines of railroad, no expedient could possibly be so effective as the 
construction of the Nicaragua Canal. The provisions of the inter- 
state-commerce act and the labors and decisions of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission have done much good in this direction, 
but the opening of this great competitive water route would do 
more toward reducing, regulating, and equalizing transportation 
charges across the continent each way on all kinds and character 
of traffic than all other influences combined. 

And in addition to all this, the construction of this great mari- 
time work will lend a stimulus to the development of the immeas- 
urable resources of the Pacific States, iuatadiog those of Alaska, 
which can not but be marvelous in effect. 

i have heretofore considered at length, and especially in a 

ech delivered in this body on January 7, 1895, the constitu- 
tional objections urged against the power of Congress to enact 
this proposed legislation. I have also heretofore urged the vast 
importance of the work, considered from a naval — of view. 
I have also discussed at length, not only the feasibility and prac- 
ticability of thi: work, but also its undoubted success; when com- 
pleted, as a business enterprise. The fact is, if this great work 
when completed pare “soe even one-fourth of the revenues of 
the Suez Canal annually the company would be able to meet every 
ossible liability of the Government of the United States under 
he pending bill, leaving a surplus of two or three million dollars 
annually to the company. 

But as the bill is not now up for consideration, I must not detain 
the Senate. My purpose at this time is to coo te with and aid 
the distinguished chairman of the committee having this subject 
in charge in inducing the Senate to give its consent to take up this 
bill for consideration at the earliest possible date consistent with 
the consideration of appropriation and other important and nec- 
essary measures. 

I ask that the petition lie on the table, as the bill on the subject 
is pending before the Senate. 

he VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made. 

Mr, MORGAN. Mr. President, I wish to say to the Senator 
from Oregon and to the Senate that I should have asked the Sen- 
ate to proceed to the consideration of the Nicara, Canal bill 
before this but for the fact that I was informed that the Senator 
from Oregon would probably be out of his seat for some time to 
come, and I was not willing to undertake the discussion of this 
great measure in his absence. I now find that I was entirely mis- 
informed, and so I shall endeavor to secure the early consideration 
of the subject by the Senate. I wish to add that i am very much 
delighted with the presentation of this matter to-day by the 
Senator. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
fr, BERRY, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 7945) to provide for the entry of lands 
in Greer County, Okla., to give preference wm to settlers, and 
for other purposes, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3127) to provide for the medical inspection of 
emigrants at the port of debarkation, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Lmmigration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FRYE. Ireport back from the Committee on Commerce 
the bill (H. R. 6399) to amend the laws relating to American sea- 
men, with an amendment in the nature of a substitute, it being 
the Senate bill already reported from the committee touching the 
same subject and now on the Calendar. I ask that the substitute 
may be adopted without reading, and that the bill as amended 
may take the place of Order of Business 898, being the bill (S. 
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DecEMBER 21, 


2226) to amend the laws relating to American seamen, and 
Senate bill 2226 be indefinitel ~ “ony 


5 ge Nga cronmemaneie was song 

to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2663) to amend the laws re- 

lating to navigation, to report it with an amendment in the 

of a substitute, which the committee has hitherto oe 

Senate bill and which is nowon the Calendar. I ask the 

stitute may be ted without 

og on 87) Repay laws relating to oa 
ng ws na’ 

and that Senate bill 187 be indefinitely 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 2672) concerning tonnage tax, reported it 
without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
joint resolution (S. R. 165) to the St. Johns River, Flor- 
ida, and bar at the entrance to river, reported it without 


Mr. SHERMAN from the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
8 on 

authorize 

to accept 


reported a amendments to the bill (S. 8864) to 
Lieut. Cel. W. H. Forwood and Dr. S Ponce 
certain testimonials from the Argentine 
Mr. = from ae Sth (8.388 a0 _ submitted a 
report to accompany fixing a uni- 
re ee and so. 
y, an , and for other reported from 
thah-diamatihes on the 16th of 896. " 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill wea to grant a pension to Mrs. Ketu- 
rah Wilson, widow of James Wilson, deceased, reported it with- 
out amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 


INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA. 


Mr. CAMERON. Iam instructed by the Committeeon F 
Relations, to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. 163) 
acknowl the independence of Cuba, to it with 
amendmen’ 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be placed 
on the Calendar. . 

Mr. CAMERON. I submit herewith from the committee a 
report whifch I ask to be printed in the usual form and also in the 
ReEcorD, and after being printed I ask that the accompanying 
be wg laced on the files of the 

Vi 
dered 


Senate. 
PRESIDENT. Without objection, it will be so or- 


Mr. CAMERON. I ask that 500 additional copies of the report 

ye petites St aie, oo ot Che See 

ir. SHERMAN. And that the joint resolution be postponed 

until after the holiday recess. 
Mr. CAMERON. I was 


to state that nothing will be done 
with the subject, so far as 


a committee is concerned, until after 
0. . 
en The Senator makes that statement. I did not hear 


Mr. CAMERON. I made thestatement very distinctly that the 
committee would ask for no action so far as they are concerned 
until after the holiday recess, 


Mr. HALE. N 

Mr. SHERMAN 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator Ohio. 

Mr. MORGAN. 1 desire the privilege of floor to submit a 
report on the question of Cuba additional to that which has just 
vethe VICEPRESIDENT. ‘The Chair recognizes the Senator 

8 > 
from Alabama for that yee. ; 
Bi! aay. te — of cae, See See emer rom 
exas . Mitts}, I su an report, fully concur- 
oe the report of the committee, but some additional 
fi which have come to our attention and we think are 
important for the purpose of supporting the at which 


the committee have arrived. 

Mr. FRYE. I hope the Senator will ask that it shall be printed 
with the other report. 

Mr. MORGAN. I do make that request. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 
none, and it is so ordered. 

The matter referred to is as follows: 


The Chair hears 














Russia,” replied Strangford, the British Ambassador, ‘‘ but not as re is the 
allies and friends of the porte. According to Turkish lnweit was no allowed 
a neighbor's safety. The 







Turkish Government believed it had restored the old solidity of the wall, but 
with some ip hitenee which have occurred this century of | he (Lord Strangford) feared they were mistaken.” “God forbid,” said the 
right of Turk, “ but in any case this would be our affair, not yours."” “God forbid,” 

has led far, because the right of revolt or — ord, “for this is our affair as well as yours." 
can be called a seems in every was the situation when Lord Gestlorengh died. and George Canning 
instance except one to have carried ita ition. Se nee  Sageet. Down to that moment the British Gov- 
con’ have insurrection and tion as had identified i with the Turkish Government, and had over- 
— and have to ee St Ry sy: which the line of neutrality in order to assist the Turkish campai by sea 
these rights have been exercised, and their force . by general Lord Castlereagh and Lord Strangford avowedly considered the 
consent of Greeks as a worthless and mongrel race, incapable of self-government, whose 
The duration of the French revolutionary wars, which disturbed the | claims were to be wholly rejected. George Canning held that the greater 





entire for five and twenty years, and left it in astate of confusion, 
fixed the beginning of our international at fhe year 1 tn 
the treaties Sf Vieuae, of Satis, and sf he hey The of 
local disturbances, the ee aes earn to eee ees. 

without serious disagreement 1821, when the Greeks rove in 
nsurrection the Sultan. The modern precedents of insur- 
Live new where independence was the issue in began 


‘L. G@REece—Is21-1997. 
The revelsiion broke ont ja Gaseee ab the andl 68 March, 108. Within a 


danger to the and welfare of Europe was the Holy Alliance and its sys- 
tem of awe et ae eg but in the case of Greece, where the Holy Ani 
ance had from interfering, while it was actively repressing dis- 

in and Italy, Canning held that intervention was proper, 
and that the du and interests of England required her to intervene. His 
chief anxiety was to bring about his object without war between any of the 


He began by recognizing Greek belligerency. The Greeks issued a proc- 
da a strict blockade of the ports of Patras and Lepanto; and 

thereupon the eemaneiener. on the 17th of November, 1824, recog- 
nized an communica ion from persons exercising the functions of govern- 














month the rebels the open and all the townsex- | ment in Greece,” and ordered “all ships and boats of whatever description, 
t so far as they were held by immediately | bearing the Ionian flag, ‘to respect the same in the most strict and exact 
all Mussulmans to arms; Patriarch was at the door of | manner.’” 

his own church at_Constan’ ; several hundred were massa This seems to have been the step which led to Canning’s somewhat famous 

cred; several hundred Christian churches were destroyed, and the Russian | definition of the nature of be rency in 1825. “The Turkish Government,” 

——— we are told, “complained that tish Government aliowed to the Greeks 

was then the head of AEiiane— tention of Deasio, Gnstrin, a rg gen character, and observed that it appeared to forget that to sub- 

and the peace Berge, jects rebellion no national character could properly belong.” To this 

are Grok revise wae ees forees w remonstrance Canning replied through the British resident at Constanti- 

of 1789, and w the Alliance to combat. | nople that “ the character of belligerency was not so.much a principle as a 

No sym with - reek rebels. Austria was | fact; that a certain degree of force and consistency acquired by any mass of 

en y hostile. and f same impulse. France in war entitled that population to be treated as a bellig- 

eared intervention on t of her royalist ; the | erent, and, even if their title were questionable, rendered it the interest, 
power which must weakening .. was interested in well anderstood, of all civilized nations so to treat them.” 

Tutfonizing but not in ores must have seemed somewhat broad, even to Canning, for 

fear of innovation caused no part interest sud- | in & ying it to the special case of Greece he added that ‘‘a power or com- 

denly developed in the practices of in law and munity, itwhich you will, which was at war with another and which cov- 

the oavensne of ror isles neutrality acts of the United | ered the sea with its cruisers, must either be acknowledged asa belligerent 

8 and of England took in 1818 and 1819. The - | or dealt with asa te.” Atthat time no other power than England, and 

rope held congress for in — Turkey least of admitted the necessity of this alternative, since the war 

; at V in | had then lasted four years without produ it; but what no other power 






was ready to admit in 1825 became the acce law of all Europe in 1861, ina 
form much more pronounced. Although this dictum of Canning's wasnever, 










u, in November, 1820, three of Russia, Austria, so far as we know, officially published. it was quoted by Lord John Russell, 

eaited | a amnnal intendod to assert the tof | then Her Mane pene secretary of state for foreign affairs, in the speech 
intervention in all cases a European power “ should saffer, in its which he made in House of Commons May 6, 1861, as his single and suffi 
an brought about by revolt, and the results of which | cient authority to justify the step upon which he and his colleagues in the 

States’. The of this protocol had much todo | Government had ded of yeccentiing the belligerency of the ‘ power or 

with the su it ofevents: . community " which he officially ied “ the Scuthern Confederacy of Amer- 
“ Faithful to they have proclaimed and the respect due to | ica,” and which at that time had nota ship at sea or an army on land. and 
the authority of every te as well as to act which | which had given as yet no official evidence of a war to the British Govern 

emanates from its free the will to theirrec- | ment. Simultan y the same action was adopted by the Government of 

to meth When where hich 





Ww “concurred entirely in the views of Her pagnaty Govern- 
ment,” and whose concurrence, in the absence of protest or objection by any 
other power, made Russell's view the accepted practice of Europe 

Canning’s a of Greek belligerency in 1825, as well as the joint 
recognition of * Southern Confederacy of America” in 1861, was only the 
first step toward an anticipated system of intervention. To this subject 
we shall be o to return after the further story of the Greek precedent 
has been told followed up the recognition of belligerency by mak- 





ximity, an imminent danger, and when the Allied Powers 


in eval pe eepitae haan So tee boven of ter Bienen oF tack rhea 
: ; in the second place, a coercive force, if the exercise of that force 













in Ni which was its but the Alliance t- | ing a direct offer of ass ee to the Greeks. Karly in the year 1824 a paper 

thus laid down, w was in the full ene of its pare to be a plan of pacification for Greece, drawn up by the court of 

when four ths afterwards the Greeks broke in it. Peters , had appeared in the Sarees gazottes,and although noone 

‘or these Seoeereeieen Sees see epertanice in the | knew from what source the gazettes received it. no one seriously dis- 

of all the and in the history of interna ions. | puted its authenticity. The plan suggested the division of Greece into three 

revolts were a local au and aimed to under Turkish garrisons, with an internal organization to be 

subvert a or an ve The Greeks fi by the combined powers. The Greek Government, alarmed at 

ence; and Declara of ence by the U States in 1776 wrote to Canning a strong remonstrance, and an appeal to 

o new nationality, based on successful Lad been the help and protection of England. The letter reached Canning November 

rope. 4, just at the moment when he was considering the Greek blockade. His 

Russia ly began oy the attention of the allies to her | reply, dated December 1, 1824, contained a paragraph which invited the 

claim that the whole Greek race, w reece proper, or in the islands, | Greeks to place their interests in his hands: “If they should at any time 

or in of t under Russian protection. This decla- | hereafter it fit to solicit our mediation, we should be ready to tender it 

ration was J 1821, three ths of the outbreak of the | to the Porte; and, if accepted by the Porte, to do our best to carry it into 

revolution and two bef * se’ took shape. It was | effect conjointly with other powers. * * * This appears to the British 
powers except Prussia, the Turkish Govern- | Government all that can reasonably be asked of them.’ 

ment rejected ultaneous warning from Russia in the The Greeks, whose military position was desperate, at length decided not 

form of an ultimatum, June 28, that the coexistence of Turkey | only to act on Ca >. but to place themselves absolutely in the 

States would depend on her conduct in matter, | hands of Great in. s they did by a formal act in June, 18%. The 

a European and universal interest that the peculiar | trust was declined, but Canning, strengthened by this authority, was enabled 

right to defend. Under Russian am to draw Russia away from Austrian influence, and to negotiate in St. Peters- 





burg, in the form of a protocol, dated April 4, 1826, an agreement for a joint 
offer of mediation to Turkey for the pacification of Greece. Upon this pro- 
tocol rests the diplomatic value of the subsequent intervention: 

“ His y, having been requested by the Greeks to interpose 
ae goed offices in order to obtain their reconciliation with the Ottoman 
Po ’ 
desirous 





having in co: uence offered his mediation to that Power, and being 












Only when at the induced Turkey it to allow of concerting the measures of his Government with His Majesty the 
to be in conference did Russia insist that the Greek insur- | Emperor of all the Russias; and His Imperial Majesty, on the other hand, 
rection the of mediation. The being er animated by the desire of putting an end to the contest of which 
Government in the most ae it would never | Greece and the Archipelago are the theater, by an arrangement which shall 
opis of nah lateeneencs oF consen> tomale the Greece a subject | be consistent with the principles of religion, justice, and humanity, have 
oe mugeriotion Se oe Oe ee eT eee: agreed: 
1822, by Austria =z under ths “1. That the arrangement to be proposed to the Porte, if that Government 
horror aye massacre of Chios, of Russia | should accept the proffered mediation, should have for its object to place the 
and their insurrection so far as to Turkey | Greeks toward the Ottoman Porte in the relation hereafter mentioned 
Sikora that the affairs of Greece be made subject of “Greece should be a dependency of that Empire,” etc. * * * 
oint in’ tion. But, in spite of this pressure, wv to save Turkey from Russian aggression, but Turkev re- 
powers held new at Vienna and at Verona which fused to be saved. The Sultan would listen to no mediation between himself 
wetel en iain? on tion in Spain, | and his revolted subjects, least of all at a moment when his military position 
ended to an in ite of Greek dis- | warranted him in feeling sure of success in subduing the revolt. Another 
te. this postponement Russia seemed to miesce. The | year passed without bringing the issue toa point. Then France joined with 
of revolution overcame for the moment the interests of the land and Russia, and the three Powers, on the 5th of July, 182/, united in 
Peake peowie. a formal treaty, signed in London, which committed them to armed interven- 
In the ee ee until eer. of | tion in case the Sultan should still reject their proffered mediation within 
intervention never except by Turkey On that it the whole | the space of one month. | 
law was in conversation between British The preamble to this tréaty set forth the motives which led the three sov- 
minister. Fe in rene eat had been done to intervene: s 
by treaty ” “Penetrated with the necessity of putting an end to the sanguinary con- 





test which, by delivering up the Greek provinces and the isles of the archi- 
pelago to all the digorders of anarchy, produces daily fresh im: ents to 
the commerce of the Eur States and gives occasion to ies which 
not only expose the subj of the high contracting parties to considerable 
losses, but besides render necessary burdensome measures of on and 
repression, His Majesty the zg. of the United om of Great Britain 
and (reland and His ss the King of France and Navarre having besides 
received on the part of the woskse presng rege area their media- 
tion with the Ottoman Porte, and being, as well as His ieety the Emperor 
of all the Russias, animated by the desire of tne effusion of biood 
and of arresting the eviie of all kinds which might arise from the continuance 
of such a state of things, have resolved to unite their efforts and to regulate 
the operation thereof by a formal treaty, with a view of reestablishing peace 
between the contending parties by means of an arrangement which is called 
for as much by humanity as by in’ of the of Europe.” 

The treaty proceeded to bind the three to offer their mediation 
firamediately on the basis of Turkish suzerainty and Greek self-government, 
and in case Turkey should not accept within one month the proposed media- 
tion Sa should prevent further hostilities by ordering their squad- 
rons to in be 

The Turkish Government, August 30, reiterated its decided, unconditional, 
final, and unchangeable refusal to receive any tion on behalf of the 
Greeks. The next day the ambassadors sent the necessary orders to their 
squadrons, and in attempting to carry out these orders the admirals, much 


to the regret of the Bri vernment, brought on the battle of Navarino 
October 20, 1827. 


2. BEL@rumM—1830. 


The next Eure nation that claimed its independence on the ground of 
the right of revolution was the Belgian. 
By a provision of the general geen settlement of 1815 Holland and Bel- 
gium were united in one kingdom, known as that of the Netherlands, over 
which was placed the son of the last Stadtholder of Holland as King W I 
of the Netherlands. 
When the French Revolution of July, 1830, occurred it spread instantly to 
the Netherlands. Toward the end of August, 1880, disturbances began, and 
soon became so serious as to threaten grave complications abroad as well as 
at herae. 
King William sent a formal note, dated October 5, to the British Govern- 
ment, identical with notes to Prussia, Austria, and Russia, the four con- 
tracting parties to the treaty of 1815, calling on them to restore order, since | of newer ond 
all were bound “to support the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the actual | France when in union. « Reine 
state of KZurope.” 
Representatives of the four powers, and with them the Spetgentative of The next European people who claimed 
France, met in London, November 4, 1830, and ad a protocol: r of the family of nations seems to have 
“His Majesty the King of the Netherlands ha invited the Courts of On the 14th Avril, 1849, the 
Great Britain, Austria, France, Prussia, and Russia, in their quality of | independent and 
‘posers signatory to the treaties of Paris and Vienna, which constituted the | throne. The next day the Diet 
ingdom of the Netherlands, to deliberate in concert.with His Majesty on In to 
the + means of putting an end to the troubles which have broken out in 
his States; and the Courts above named havi pas a! ee even before 
receiving this invitation, a warm desire to arrest, with the shortest possible 
delay, the disorder and the eftusion of blood, have concerted * * et 
This protocol at once set aside the King of the renee etn bmerteg his 
exclusive claim to support, and “to deliberate in concert.” thout con- 
certing with or suppo ng William, the Five Powers imposed an imme- 
diate armistice on both parties. 
Naturally the Bel rebels then declared themselves independent. With 
such encouragement, their safety was guaranteed almost pone the - 
bility of risk. The claim of independence was made November 18, 1 , and 
was recognized one month later by the powers, in their seventh conference, 
December 2. The representatives of the five powers, whose names were 
among the most famous in ney Taare Lieven, Esterhazy, 
Paimerston, Bulow—adopted, without the adhesion or even an invitation 
be present of the Netherlands minister, a protocol which announced inter- 
vention pure and simple; beginning with the abrupt recognition of the rev- 
ae government: 
* The plenipotentiaries of the five courts having received the formal adhe 
sion of the Belgian Government to the armistice proposed to it,and which the 
King of the Netherlands has also accepted, * * the conference will oc- 
cupy itself in discussing and concerting the new caemgnenses most proper 
to combine the future independence of Belgium with the interests and 
souaeey of the other powers, and the preservation of the European equilib- 
rium.” 
The Netherlands minister immediately recorded, December 22, a formal pro- 
test, and a reservation of King William's right to decide on “ such ulterior 
messures as should be taken in the double interests of his own dignity and 
the well-being of his faithful subjects." itu from 
A iew core ter, January 4, 1831, Holland entered a still more formal pro- | in ‘ing wi 
test. In this strong and dignified paper the King's Government pointed out himself his 


established in international law: 


ane . ‘Be mee ~ t think r to make, to 
to the Five Powers the extreme importance 2 new precedent they had | liberty case near to 
safety or the on ootore at his 
“As Hine, calle’ toguard the well-being of afraction of the European po es ae a yet 1849, 


lation. His esty has been deeply concerned to remark that the complica- 
tion. arisen in Europe have appeared so grave that it has been thought of foreign 
proper, es the only remedy, to sanction the results of arevolt which was pro- e a eae safety or the 
voked by nolegitimate motive, and thus to compromise the stability of all | far as is every government in 
thrones, the social order of all states, and the happiness, the repose, and the | the establishment of preceden 
prosperity Fak ee. If any government recorded a it was 
* independent of the solidarity established between the different members | even U States protested only 
of the European system, Fis esty, as por erabee the Kingdom of the —n< the t. On March 4, 
Netierlands, has seen in it an attack rights. carer Lege. intervention in 
“fT? the treaty of Paris of 1814 Belgium at the tion of the high before the new Presid had ti 
allies, these,from the moment i eure 
renounced, according to the law of nations, the faculty 
work. and the dissolution of the bonds formed between 
ader t he sovereignty of the House of Orange Nassau, became 
the spl:sre of their attributes. The increase of territory 
united province of the Netherlands was moreover uired under burden- 
uiring the sacrifice of several 
several places of the south- 
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berment of the Mad 
quaference p ed, on Jan 27, 1881" 
of the new State. The Belgians: 
. was tly recognized by the powers. 
The King of Holland Solr i eet taoen eee os we ver 
new were 
ortant changes, wholly in the interests of Belgium and to the injury of 
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ministrative autonomy.” It stipulated an organic law for 
of Russia con’ the hopes of the ise Si aatestened in all Girections with the internal arrangements of the 
mpire. 
and to some expressions in the instructions the Austrian Perhaps the most t instance of assumption of pouer by the combined 
take protested Governments was icle XXV of the treaty, which n: “ The provinces 
Webster had then become Secretary and replied to the ina oweent Herzegovina shall be occupied and nistered by Austria- 


into the family of nations; but it is not to | the right of intervention which was exercised in its case. The only principle 
be required of neutral powers that ae He tenes of Se upon seemed to be that of joint as against separate inter- 
new government by the parent state. No principle of w has been | vention European powers. With this implied restriction, the right of 
upon within the last thirty the great powers “with a view to European order’ appears to be the only foun- 
this. Within that or ten new states have | dation for status of southeastern Europe and equally applicable 

the of the domin- | to the rest of the wor: 
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6. STATES OF THE CHURCH—1850. 
ts of Greece, Belgium, Poiaad, and H Lb 
ae ie een much umber of tates: 


occurred most ously in . 
tn 1A; mani to Bpetn x Portage! in 1508 by Ene: 


emery: from the threatened ven- 
The Execu Louis Napoleon, gave another AMERICA— 1822-23. 
sent a army to Civita 
ove Aue 26, and after a ee 0 America, both North and South, has always aimed to moderate European 
vernment out of Rome. The French en July 8. | intervention and to restrictits exercise. On this point we have the evidence 


respect to a course which, under a circumstance so peculiar as the transition 

the tion in the affairs of the Eugive hes of colonies from their allegiance to the parent state, ought to be pursued. 

been so constant as to comnino Lae and a long series it was difficult to know how far either the statute law or the common law 

treaties,on which the existence of southeastern —ae to colonies so situated. It became necessary, therefore, in the 

be more or less en act of to treat the colonies as actually independent of Spain.” * * * 

eae oy eae bag Soeeventty ane did not coneeet that the revolt of tho American 

such intervention, objects Colonies offe @ precedent for “a circumstance so peculiar as the 

Samos, Crete, and even the Lebanon, owe their legal | transition of colonies from their allegiance.” He regarded the situation as 

80 that it needed to be met by measures in regard to which “the 

An authority so great must assume some foundation in law, thas | law of nations was entirely silent." He seemed to regard the foreign-enlist- 
me So ng would not only in eee < the force, | ment act asa senuguiion of independence. 

also in the on which it Ww that was, The Government of the United States was not so much perplexed in regard 

The in 1878, was a assertion of the st the Eu- | tothe —- by which colonies achieved independence; but in the actual con- 

the of the Ottoman Empire, the of Europe, where the Holy Alliance held entire control, and intervened 


ropean powers to regulate affairs 
contains no statement of the principle of jurisprudence on which the 


strongest reasons for moving slowly, and, if possible, only in concert 
Remap merely Sttaves Dad the Powers © weing destrate to reguinte, th bs . : r 

order, the q raised in East by the events The disturbances in the Spanish colonies in America had begun as a conse- 
by the war by the eae treaty of Sap of the overthrow of the Bourbon dynasty by Napoleon, and the estab- 
unanimously of that meeting of @ congress tof Joseph Bonaparte as King of Spain in 1808; but the movements 
vin eden te Otoman Pyro tatnage x. | “fa Mehicn tho ht sual Gngrarast a Culfeseoao ost and 

ex- t mgress met at ( pancingo in an 
over certain large portions of its dominions, and | formally declared the independence of Mexico on the 6th of November of thas. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 






restrained its over other portions. It nized the independence of 
(tele ees Montenegro, and fixed their ootenien It estab 


lished Bulgaria-s “an autonomous and tributary principality under the suze- 
rainty of - —— It created the province of Eastern Roumelia “ under 















Bo liberal a use of the right of intervention has seldom been made, but the 
of vg a ag on which it rested has never been officially 


prudence naturally arise in reference to new states the treaties expressly limits to the Ottoman Empire 















These six include, as far as is known, qverr instance where a 
had claim to mce has been made by any people whatever in Europe 
the States had as formally to | since the close of the Napoleonic wars in 1815. Other successful revolutions, 
a as the event has such as those of Tuscany and the States of the Church in 185¥, were the imme- 
precipitate one from which no diate results of intervention, and that of Napies in 1860 was from first to 
party, it would not, nevertheless, have an act | last ——- the most striking example of intervention in modern times. 
a aples hardly necessary to pass through any intermediate 

recognition as an t authority. 
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six a therefore constitute the entire European law on the 
bject of intervention in regard to European ples claiming independence 
right of revolution. There is no other authoritative source of the law, 
judicial courts of Europe were bound to follow the political decision; 
and the pene ter persons, whether jurists or politicians, being with- 
ow be pomened as law. 
From this of precedent, it is clear that Europe has invariably asserted 
and practiced the right to interfere, both collectively and separately, amica- 
biy and forcibly, in every instance, except that of Poland, where a European 
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in the minds of Americans.” ome has resorted to insurrection to obtain independence. 
right to intervene both and the Hun- t itself has been based on yarious grounds: “ Impediments to com- 
have been claimed and not by either; and | merce;” “‘ burdensome measures of protection and repression; "’ “ requests” 
to have offered even so much ‘as was shown | of one or both parties “to interpose;"’ “ effusion of blood” and “ evils of all 
to the principles or to the acts which settled | kinds; “ humanity,” and “the repose of Europe.” (Greek Treaty of 1827. 


“A warm desire to arrest, with the shortest possible delay, the disorder an 
the effusion of blood.’ (Protocolof November 4, 1830, in the case of Belgium.) 
* His own safety or the political equilibrium on the frontiers of his Empire.” 
circular of A 27, 1849, in the case of Hungary.) “To safeguard 
interest and honor” and to “ 
















tain the political influence” of the 


arene = eo Wome ot or wer. Sore declarations of 1949-50 in regard to the States 
the ancient empires of the Sultan, of the Church.) y, in the latest and most considerable. because abso- 
and, on other, canseatamned the new s7stems of 


ee pees, oe all E , Simply the “ desire to regulate.” (Pre- 
amble to the treaty of Berlin in 1 covering the recognition of Servia, Rou- 
mania, Montenegro, and Bulgaria. ) 


; again Spain and Eng 
what was called the _geuereple 7" in t ASIA. 
Alliance,in 1821; in so many since 1848 


There remains the experience of Asia and America. 
In regard to Asia, probably all authorities agree that the entire fabric of 


European supremacy, whether in Asiatic Turkey, Persia, Afghanistan, India, 

ee Mptee< or Home, Ww: on Fe Siam, or China, rests on the right of intervention. 
to be ane - ; at & pro ~ go The exercise of this right constitutes another large but separate branch of 
um seal Ma ; oC a _ “ph manag which > need law, w ‘ej common consent, is not regarded as applicable to nations 


although many governments in Asia have been extinguished 
by means of the right of intervention, none is known to have claimed inde- 
pendence founded on the right of insurrection. Certainly none has been 
recognized by Europe or America on that ground. 






rge Canning in a celebrated speech on the foreign enlistment act, in 











* We have spent much time,” said Canning, “in teaching other powers the 
nature of a strict neutrality; and, generally speaking, we found them mast 
reluctant scholars. * * * if I wished for ayguide in asystem of neutrality 
I should take that laid down by America in the days of the Presidency of 
Wash and the Secretaryship of Jefferson.” 

Inf the British Government did take that guide. The American neu- 

ity act 74, revised and reenacted iu the act of April 20, 1S18, served as 
the model for the British foreign enlistment act in 1819. The cause of that 
act of 1819 was stated by Cosateg the speech just cited: 

“Wher peace was concluded between this country and Spain in 1814 an 
article was introduced into the treaty by which this country bound itself not 
to furnish any succors to what were then denominated the revolted colonies 
of In process of time, as those colonies became more powerful, a 
q arose of a very difficult nature, to be decided on a due consideration 
of their de jure relation to Spain on the one side and their de facto inde- 
pendence of her on the other. The law of nations was entirely silent with 




















dition 
e re against claims based on the right of insurrection, the President 
hed the st fy 
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car. It was practically suppressed by the execution of Morelos, December 
b 1815, and did not revive until Iturbide, in January, 1821, joined Guerrero 
in the so-called Plan of Iguala. Iturbide made his triumphal entry into the 
City of México September 27, 1821. 

Venezuela first declared independence on July 15, 1811, but the Spanish 
forces continued the war until General Bolivar drove them from the interior 
in 182i, and General] Paez captured Puerto Cabello in 1823. 

Chile began her revolution in 1810, but did not declare independence until 
January 1, 1818,and then only by proclamation of the executive authority, 
“the actual circumstances of the war not permitting the convocation of a 
national congress."’ 

Buenos Ayres also began her revolution in 1810, but did not declare inde- 
pendence and claim recognition until October 25, . 

The seers of intervention began in 1817. The Spanish Government 
appealed to the Furopean powers for aid. The Czar openly took sides with 
Spain, and when, in September, 1817, the Spanish Government asked permis- 
sion to build several ships of war in the Russian dockyards, the Czar sug- 
gested that Spain should buy fiveships of the line and three frigates belongin 
to the Russian navy. This was a and the ships were sent to the seat o 
war. At the same time, in October, 817, the R Government instructed 
its ambassador in London to press on the British Government the great 
importance of Euro intervention. 

reat Britain declared mene that she would have no part in trying 
to force back the subjects of Spain under the domination of an feremsive 
gcevernment. In . Lord eee had eer omnes President Mon- 
roe that if Great Britain intervened at all it would be on a system of perfect 
liberality to the Spanish provinces; and the President decided, as early as 
April, 1818, to discourage European mediation, and to take the nd that 
there could be no rational interference except on the basis of the independ- 
ence of the South Americans. In August he made a formal proposal to the 
British and French Governments for a concerted and contemporary recogni- 
tion of Buenos Agere. whose de facto independence made that country the 
natural object of a first step toward the establishment of a general policy. 
In December he notified oth Governments that he had patiently waited 
without neeua in the policy of the allies, but, as they had not agreed 
aon euy Ging. = ae er of the eapenanaes of —, Ayresap ae 
establis , he thought that recognition was n . anuary, , he 
announced to them that he was actually consideri the measure. . 

Thus all parties had , a8 early as 1817 and upon.the riety of 
intervention between Spain and her colonies. Both the Uni States and 
Europe asserted that the time had come; they only as tothe mode. 
When Lord Castlereagh. at the con of Aix-la pelle, in October, 1818, 
proposed to the four other Powers “to intervene in the war between Spain 
and ‘er American colonies by addressing offers of mediation tothe two bellig- 
erents,’ Russia energetically opposed and rejected the scheme, not because 
it was intervention, but apparently because it was mediation, and to that ex- 
tent recognized rights in theinsurgents. When President Monroe inte: 
nis fiat, that no interference could be countenanced by him except on the 
basis of independence, he dictated in advance the only mode of intervention 
which he meant to permit. If he waited before it out, it was only 
because, in the actual balance of Euro and American power, he felt that 
isolated action might injure the cause he had determined to help. 

He waited in vain. Neither England nor any other power moved again. 
No information came from Burepe. No further attempt to subject the re- 
volted colonies was probable, and even the declaration of the congress of 
Troppau in November, 1820, which announced a general and active interven- 


tion against all ‘illegitimate’ authorities, caused little alarm as long as 
England and France were not parties to it. ‘Delay was not us. e 
system which Monrce aimed to establish could not be or as long 


as it rested on the recognition of a single country like Buenos A: , or on 
the isolated action of the United States. That system included all Am 

communities which rejected foreign authoriuy; it was to be taken asa whole, 
and referred to every part of the contest, from the recognition of the at 
the outset to the cocneee of independence at the close. Therefore Mon- 
roe waited until the effect of his action should settle the png age ee and 


cover all the nd. Aftera ony = four years from when he 
began his policy, the Greek revolt in Europe, and the military successes of 
Bolivar and Iturbide in America’gave the rtunity, and Monroe 


esired o7 
sent to Co celebrated message of March 8, recommending the 
recognition of all the revolted colonies of Spain—Mexico, Colombia, Chile, and 
Buenos Ayres. 
These countries asked no more. They based their claim on their independ- 
ence de facto,and Monroe admitted force. “The ” he said, 
enjoyment of it 


“which have declared their independence and are in 
oe ded that “the measure is proposed under a 


ought to be recognized. e 
thorough conviction that it is in strict with the law of a In 
y was 


reality it created the law so far as its action went, and its recog- 
nized by no European power. All waited in or t Sooper oval ot 
Monroe’s course. England herself, even afver Usnaing succeeded Castle- 
reagh, refused to approve. Spain protested y; and as far as con- 
cerned objections, the Spanish Minister in W offered them in great 


numbers and with sufficient rer. He instantly tested, not only on 
grounds of morality and fact, but of policy. * enos ee he said, 
was “sunk in the most complete anarchy.” Peru, “near the gates of its 
capital,” a rebel and a § army divided the inhabitants. I 
individual suppresses the sentiments of its inhabitants.”’ “On the coast of 
Terra Firma, also, the Spanish banners wave.” “In Mexico, too, there is no 
government.” And he concluded, with force: “ Where, then, are those gov- 
ernments which ought to be recognized?" 

The question was not without difficulties, as Monroe knew, and on this 


pomt all Europe suppers the Spanish contention. Alth Congress 
unanimously °P roved and adopted the President's views an mediately 
appropriated .000 for diplomatic expenses, and although 


exico, Colom- 
bia, Chile, and Buenos Ayres were in aa admitted into the famil 
he hota 


of nations by the sole authority of dent of the United States, wit 


vhe approval of Con two years before the British Government 
ae even to discuss the subject in Parliament as a serious measure of 
poucy. 

Then, on June 15, 1824, a motion was made by Sir James Mackintosh, oat 
Cs replied, speech made no allusion to the action of the Unit 
States; it denied the de facto right of recognition, so far as to say that “ We 
ought not to acknowl the se te and independent existence of any 


government which is so doubtfully established that the mere effect of that 
acknowledgment shall be to mix parties again in internal squabbles if not 
in open hostilities.” still thought “ that before we can act informa- 
ircoartheleas: Meures's anh Wines pxtineratthed Wis teat hopes of the Hol 
Yevertheless, Monroe's act, w exti opes of the Ho 
Alliance in America, produced the ges sensation among Eu n — 
servatives, and gave to the United States extraordinary consideration. 
England used it as a weapon at the of Verona to threaten the other 
powers when they decided on intervention in Spain. ory Canning came 
whoily over to the side of Monroe, as France and Austria forced his hands 
in Spain. As early as October, 1823, he sent consuls to all the chief cities in 


rebellion ‘hout Mexico Central and South America. 

after his in Parliament of June 15, 18%, he authorized his 

Buenos A ton a commercial treaty with that Government. On 

the Ist of Jan . aaa that ane deter- 

mined to vane the independence Columbia, 

Ayres. Ina in Parliament on the 15th of , 1825, he 

and defended conduct, blaming the United for 

parmang “a reckless and headlong course,” and for - 
g one “* 


more strictly 
an, Se itienndtne Genaine -xplanation, the principle of intervention 
o "se on 
which he nated wes not clenr, othing in his act of revealed 
re of any general value. He considered that “any 


or 
t chosen would have been liable to some objection.”" Yet 
es Sees mueceain 


ence of the the “time 
and ingde of resogaition. it was the moment when s French army took 
“If France pied was it . to avoid the conse- 
qa of tang occu: 4 No! I looked 
ano! T way. soug: 
Conte: Ss ch cnesanaie taal Voie 
ff France had Spain it'shoald not be Spelt Called the New 
Wi mn thus avowed by Oat i to the i 
oe 
interventions but the on in eukire body of 
Ame j % act it meant bos fn 
view it was not an isolated act; of & new and 
w and it was to be is far J * 
d Sie core ae ee = — 
an wp Scope 
eal by ctealing ay Auorican iy and pradlcs of Ineervontign excuse o 
range of its Monroe did not 
a wat branch of European ae and = 
off one 
new 8 m of international relations. His mite eee - 
D "rho, i tho midst of his Buropean difieuttieg in 1855 that 
Emiian vont en peas Te United States even 
more advanced than in the recognition of the South American revolted States. 
onroe lost no time in doubts or hesitations. In his annual of - 


attempt to extend 
tarot safes ety ye 
just principles, ackno could mot vie Yi for the 
P of op in any other manner their destiny, 
y any Y wer, in any other than as of an 
unfriendl the United * * * It is impossible 
Germs tinont without endangering our ponce and happiness.” Es. =" ft 
e ir con thou endangering our 
nour ble, therefore, that we should Sal taterpecttiin: ie 
= orm ” * * 7 7 
ht of intervention had been unless by Russia, 
in ¢ Grecia and hag never boon exercied by ao 
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action of Congress necessarily depends. = at ee 5 seticialig oes - fand to ha robeene > 
hich proposed of war was nown in En ave been pro- 
Win LT ~- made June 18, 1836, by Mr. Clay, from the Senate Committee | claimed by sither party. was accom % by a letter of the same date from 
on Fore Ee ie an T recognition of the of | Lord John R to the British ambassador at Paris, in which he said that 
Texas Document No. 406, Twenty-fourth Congress, first ), are accounts which had been received from America were “ sufficient to show 
the folowing passages: that u civil war has broken out among the States which lately composed the 
a . é ~ . ‘ * American Union.” 
e ta by the ti ee batons oe Gnetees to nee) we at —— = Se 
“The recognition of Texas as an independent power ma: made ence war, they are to regard the Co eracy into which the South- 
United States in various wee First, by treaty; second, by the of a | ern States have united themselves; and it appears to Her Majesty's Govern- 
law commercial intercourse =e two 5 by | ment at all the circumstances of the case, they can not hesitate 
sending it to Texas with the caudeubiale, oF lastly, by to admit such Confederacy is entitled to be considered as a belligerent, 
the Ex receiving and a diplomatic ve invested with all the rights an puerogntives of a belligerent.” 
Texas, which would be a recognition as as the only is compe- | Under these circumstances, Lord John Russell invited the Emperor of 





France to cooperate with England in “ a joint endeavor * to obtain ‘ from each 
of the rents” certain concessions in favor of neutrals. On May & the 






French “concurred entirely in the views of Her pendent *s Govern- 
ment” and pledged himself to the joint action. On May 13 the British Gov- 
ernment issued its formal proclamation of neutrality between the United 
—— and “certain States styling themselves the Confederate States of 





” 


Lord John Russell justified this action on the ground of “ the size and popu- 
lation of the States " and “ the critical condition of our (British) 
commerce.” He de oa the British Government had any thought of 


the th. 
Nevertheless, the language of Lord John Russeil showed that he considered 
the issue as decided in advance and that his measures were shaped on that 
assumption. Huisspeech of May 6characterized the insurgents, witbout quali- 







three months only have since the establishment of an independent | fication, as “the Southern Confederacy of America.” In his official corre- 
ernment in Te and not to wait a short time to see th his official agents he used the term “‘ Northern or Southern 
hat te opevetion wall be, whether it will afford those quae of North America," or *‘the Confederate States of America," 
ties which foreign powers have a right to expect before institute rela- | as though their full biished. All hisexpressions and 





independence were esta 
acts warranted the belief that the reccgattion of belligerency was in his mind 









Taking this view of the whole matter, the ie by recom- | only a —~ to the recognition of independence as an already 
to the Senate the of the fact, and that he had hurried the declaration of belligerency in 
t the of Texas ought to be acknow by | order to avoid the remonstrances certain to be made by the new American 
ee United States whenever satisfactory be that | minister about toarrive. More serious still. as a symptom of European tem- 
it has a civil capable of performing per, was the t action concerted between England and France, which soon 
duties and fulfilling obligations of an independent 4 that while waiting for the dissolution of the Union, meant, 
t Andrew Jackson, in his Texas of December 21, 1836, the independence of the Southern Confederacy, to revive her 

by calling attention to “the two Houses at old be’ rent claims of 1812, whiclt had never been expressly abandoned. 
scala, eateng as ,* that of Texas ought So bs This tened wreck of all American rights was even more imminent 
suave ee nited w satisfactory information than our highest officials supposed. Only by slow degrees have we learned 
eS eee civil t capable of | how narrow an escape we made, and even at this day much remains to be 





pe 

revealed. We know that as early as March, 1861, the French minister at 

Wi advised his Government to ze the Confederate States, 

and in May he advised it to intervene by forci pasting the American block- 

ade. Mercier’s recommendation was communicated to Russell, who enter- 

tained no doubts as tothe right of intervention, either diplomatic or eee? 
y 






Nor hasan deliberate peng ans apt mtipe tee ey 
of cur legislative bodies, as Peea, iabnonll tee paar recognizing = 









new state; a Je a tye me of which is valent, under some circum- | even at that early moment, when the serious operations of war had hard 
toa of war; a ox: and 2 
only granted in the Constitu’ as it is necessarily in of the “Thereis much good sense in Mercier’s-observations,"’ wrote Russell to 
to hat given to the Presiden Palmerston, October 17, “* but we zaust wait; lam persuaded that, if we do any- 
‘orm. with f powers and to other , it must be on a grand scale. It will not do for England and France to 





a blockade for the sake at potting cotton; but in Europe powers have 
often said to belligerents, *‘ e 5B Need quarrels. We propose to give 
terms of pacification which we think fair and equitable. If you accept them, 
well and good. Butif your adversary accepts them. and if you refuse them, 
our mediation is at an end, and you must expect to see us your enemies.’ 

“France would be quite y to hold this ianguage with us. [fsucha 

licy were to be — , the time for it would be at the end of the year, or 
Enmediately before the mee of Parliament.” 

Already, on May 6, Russell officially announced the Groek precedent as 
his rule of law. In October he was ready to take the last step but one in the 
line of the Greek example. The five years of 1821 counted as five months in 

. Palmerston was not yet ready, and the concession of the United States 
the Trent affair in the following winter made an aggressive movement 

less popular in England, but in the autumn of 1862 Palmerston also thought 
the moment had arrived. Neither of these two powerful statesmen. the 
English authorities of their times on the subjects of foreign relations, 

oubted the right or the expediency of intervention after the second cam- 
in September 14, 1862, Palmerston wrote to Russell sug 


Vv On 
gesting a joint offer b land and France of what is diplomatically called 
good oftces. as in the . 




















m reek protocol of 1826. Russell eagerly approved. 
e initiative thus asserted a eres and conceded by President Jack- xr the Federal Army is destroyed or not,’’ replied Russell to Pal- 
to the of recognition followed, merston, September 17, 1862, “it is clear that it 1s driven back to Washing- 
case of Hungary, Taylor, in the mune apgeed, ton, and has made no progress in subduing the insurgent States. Such being 
which authorized t to invite the revolutionary governnient of Hun- | the case, l agree with you that the time is come for offering mediation to the 
to send to > U 8 a dipl tative, since the - | United States Government. witha view tothe recognition of the independence 
ent en no bt that in such caso, at the next of of the Confederates. I further that in case of failure, we ought our- 
“her independence would be tened body.” | selves to the Southern States as an independent State. For the 
Until now no further question has bean raised in regard to the powers of of me epgeread § caw t int we must have a meeting of the 
7 or would suit me for the meeting. 
So much — has been taken by this historical summary “We ought then, if we agree on such a step, to propose it first to France, 
Texas must be passed over without further notice, and the casesof Haiti and | and then, on oe et of England and France, to Russia and other powers, as 
to may be set aside as governed by a measure decided upon by us. 
record shows that in every instance ex 1850 where any | ‘“ We ought to make ourselvessafe in Canada." * * * 
has independence by right of revolt the right of interven In scheme of intervention Russell once more advanced beyond the 
exercised against the will of one or the dispute. | Greek . would move only in concert with Russia. Rus- 
In every instance the only q distur @ ong proppeed to move in concert with France alone. 
has ed neither the right nor the pea “time mode” merston replied, September 23: 
The only difference between * Your plan of proceedings about the mediation between the Federals and 
was that the United States or me | Confederates seems to be excellent. Of course the offer would be made to 
of and this was difference w brought | both the conten parties at the same time; for, though the offer would be 
the United with in 1861 and 1862. ag sure to be accep by the Southerns as was the proposal of the Prince 
merston and as the Em: apoleon and his ministers, | of Wales to the Danish princess, yet in the one case as in the other there are 
entertained no doubt their right to in even before our civil war | certain forms which it is decent and rope to go through. 
actually “A question would occur whether, if the two parties were tu accept medi- 





ation, the fact of our mediating would not of itself be tantamount to an 






eo sara decision. = t never ceased to een a t me Dentederates as an infopendent state. 

utmost energy asprememrrognd snjest, abd ae we ask Russia to join England and France in the offe 

Ehis and seriouscase of interference in w' the United States were tion? * * * a ‘ - : ee: os 

concerned as an in Set et “ We should be better without her in the mediation, because she would be 
os os system at the same time that it revealed the imminent | too favorable to the North; but, on the other hand, her participation in the 





offer ht render the North the more willing to accept it.” 

ie of October was the time suggested by Palmerston for action. 
“If the Federals sustain a great defeat, they may be at once ready for 
mediation, and the iron should be struck while it is hot. If, on the other 
paed. they should have the best of it, we may wait a while and see what may 






Tae UNITED STATES AND MExICcO—1861-1886. 






the the according to those Fortunately for the United States, Russell and Palmerston found their seri- 
s seem to them to be be treated as a bel- | ous difficulties, not in France or in the law, but in the political division of 
it.” This astonishing toan their own party. These two powerful statesmen, who had been both honored 











































witn the position of prime minister of England, had united their influence to 
create the calting sone. They seem to have supposed that their united 
authority was sufficient to cont the ministry they had created, but the 
moment Russell opened the subject to others he received a check. He perse- 
vered; he issued a confidential memorandum his idea; he brought 
the subject before a cabinet meeting October and the division of 
opinion proved to be so serious that the subject ee eeeten, The question 
became one of internal politics, social divisions, party orities. 

The scheme of intervention was embraced be Ae peror of France as se- 
riously on by Russell and Palmerston. La ‘ore the two English states- 
mer decided to act, Na m Ill had given first interview to the Confed- 
erate agest accredited to his Government. News of the defeat of the Union 
Army before Richmend reached Paris on the 15th of July, 1862. and the next 
day Mr. Slidell asked and received an interview. The ror talked with 
ee made by Mr. li to Mr. Ben- 

snin, 

“The Emperor received me with t kindness and (said) * * * that 
he had from the trrst seen the true cheracter of the contest, and considered 
the reestablishment of the Union impossible and final se tion a mere ques- 
tion of time; that the difficulty was to find a way to give effect to his sym- 
pathies; that he had always desired to preserve the most friendly relation 
with England, and that in so grave a question he had not been willing to act 
without her cooperation; that he several times intimated his wish for 
action in our behalf, but had met with no favorable pompenen, and that, besid: 
Envgiand had a deeper interest in the question than ce; that she w 
him to draw the chestnuts from the fire for her benefit; * * * that he had 
committed a great error,which he now d regretted; France should 
never have respected the blockade; that the powers should have 
recognized us last summer, when our ports were in our ion and when 
we were menacing Washington; but what. asked he, could now be done?”’ 

Napoleon's nuguage was not official; but he had committed himself beyond 
recall to the policy he described; for hardly had the civil war broken out 
than he had plunged into a scheme of armed intervention in Mexico. Per- 
haps the ultimate salvation of America in this crisis was due to the mistake 
of judgment which led Europe to attack the Monroe doctrine and the Ameri- 
can system in Mexico, in of attacking its heart. He made no secret of 
his wish to substitute French influence on the Gulf of Mexico in the place of 
American. This had been the dream of every great French ruler, and 
Napoleon I had a “doctrine” of his o far more ancient than that of 
Monroe and backed by more formidable military force. Europe did inter- 

rene by arms in th: American civil war, but fortunately she attacked our 
ally and only indirectly ourselves. Fortunately, too, in betraying his ulti- 
mate objects in Mexico, Napoleon alienated England and did not conciliate 


Spain. 

Yet the attack was made, violently in Mexico, more cautiously at Wash- 
ington, and as Pras as the mutual jealousies of Europe permitted. 
At the moment when Russell and Palmerston brought their scheme of inter- 
vention before the British cabinet, Napoleon sent reenforcements of 35,000 
men to his force in Mexico, with orders to occupy the country, and simulta- 
neously sent a formal invitation to England and Russia to intervene in the 
American civil war. 

These papers have not been published, and we donot know the express 

ounds on which the invitation was offered or declined. To the fact that 

ussia was avowedly friendly and that the two most powerful British prime 
ministers of their time were outvoted in their own cabinets America owed 
her escape from Euro domination. Mexico, indeed, suffered severely, 
but only while our civil war was in doubt. From the moment the authorit 
of the Union was wholly restored, in 1865, the entire influence of the United 
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destruction of the very subject-matter of the 
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States Government was exerted to reestablish also the authority of the | America in assembled, the of the te ened 
Monroe doctrine. The life of the one was dependent on the life of the other. | Cuba be, and the same is hereby, acknowledged the United of 
CuBa. “Be it further resol That the United will use its friendly 


with the Government of Spain to bring toa the war between Spain and 


Into this American system, thus created by Monroe in 1822-23, and embrac- the Republic of Cuba.” 


ing then, besides the United States, only Buenos Ayres, Chile. Colombia, and 
Mexico, various other communities have since claimed, and in most cases 
have received, admission, until it now includes all South America. except the 
Guianas; all Central America, except the British colony of Honduras, a ~ 
the two black republics of Spanish Santo Domingo and ti, in the Antilles. 

No serious question was again raised with any European power in regard 


ADDITIONAL VIEWS PRESENTED BY MR. MORGAN AND MR. MILIS IN sUP- 
PORT OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 


The report of the committee het She Souueliied anetrval of ie unior. 































to the insurrection or independence of their American possessions until in | signed members of that body, but they conceive to present 
1889 ». rebellion broke out in Cuba, and the insurgents, after organizing a gov- | therewith the former action of the on in 1859, 
cromces an declaring their ependence, claimed recognition from the | on the same subject and on some of the same points are discussed in the 

nite b present . 

The Government of the United States had always regarded Cuba as within On January 24, 1859, the Senate Committee on had under 
the aphane of os past nace ae = ogee Srett. As early as 1825, when the a a rar data or tate the acqni- 
newly recogn ates of Colom) an me vere, Saupenes 5° be re- tion Island pa report, 
paring anexpedition to revolutionize Cuba and Puerto Rico.t United States hereto appended and designates as o. L. ¥ ’ 

tovernment interposed its friendly be em i those Governments to request That report covers a period and forth 


their forbearance. Theactual con of seemed to make her reten- 
tion of Cuba imposstble, in which case the United States would have been 
obliged, for their own safety, to prevent the island from falling intothe hands 
ofa a power in Europe. That this emergency did not occur may have 
been partly due to the energy with which Monrce announced “our tand 
our power to prevent it,” and his determination to use all the means within 
his competency “to guard against and forefend it.” 

This right of intervention in matters relating to the external relations of 
Cuba, asserted and exercised seventy years ago, has been asserted and exer- 
cised at every crisis in which the island has been involved. 

When the Cuban insurgents in 1869 ap led to the United States for recog- 
nition, President Grant admitted the justice of the claim, and directed the 
minister of the United States at Madrid to interpose our good offices with 
the Spanish Government in order to obtain by a friendly eee the 


in 


conditions of 

that at tho beginting of the insurrection on the 

native population in 1868, in the outbreak cane by 
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ten years of internecine warfare, with 
The causes that provoked that of the 


that seared tn Van voport of tie cuenambtes suai ban prevional 
in Iso.” ‘They are summed up in the following genoral statement of that 


committee: 
“There be no doubt immense ; 
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e of 
independence of the island. The story of that intervention is iliar to | to ae fortunes to be eo at home, with 
every member ef the Senate, and was made the basis of its resolution last whom they a mere ° cies 
session, reauesting the President once more “to peepee his friendly : to be arrested at any moment on the charges; 
now — the Spanish Government for the recognition of the independence | tried * oes ore <3 submissive a * c yon. 
of Cuba.” ished a' discretion would an men 
The resolution then adopted by Congress was perfectly understood to carry were contented with their yoke. Q 
with it all the uences which necessarily would follow the rejection by “mother country,” as it is styled by the committee, is thus described 


Spain of friendly ces. On this point the situation needs no further comi- 
ment. The action taken by Congress in the last session was taken ‘on great 
consideration and on soe eee. ona right of intervention exercised 
= seven years ago, after a patient delay unexampled in history. 
The interval of nine months which ela since that action of Co: 

has proved the necessity of oortyeee it out to completion. In the words of 
the dent's annual = stability two years’ duration has given 
to the insurrection; the of its indefinite eee in the nature 
of the ant. ewe So ee mee; the utter and imminent ruin of 
the unless the ss strife is spvedily composed,” are, in our ——-. 
conclusive evidence t “the en yone | An Spats to deal successfully with the 


in their 


is wcountry of ‘etat and The 
uitaner of today, many bea fugitive to-morrow / a repre- 
Ree pe eg go 
Her financial tomapered is Saecaaaieioan embarrassment.” 
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insurrection has become manifest, jemonstrated that the sovereignty 
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Hon Estrada Palma was duly accredited as delegate plenipo- | the eye upon the was sufficient to predict its destiny. A brief reference 

e under an mde meg the constituent | will the importance attached to the question by our leadin statesmen 
Cu and the steadiness and perseverance with which they have calenueanl te 
received, informally, for the purpose of present: | hasten the consummation of so vital a measure. 


bans, their civil federacy, which would be, of course, in the first war,and we should have 
that the eee he : is nota such an empire for ae as she has never surveyed since the creation; and 
the protests of residentcitizens of States | I am persuaded noconstitution was ever before so well calculated as ours for 
treatment by the forces, that their lives | extensive and self-government. * * * 
under the of the Cuban Govern- “Tt will be to our recei Cuba that no limit can then be drawn 
exempt from taxes and contributions by the to our future acquisitions. Cuba can be defended by us without a navy, and 


Government, or upon any credible | 2nd south, isirrecoverably gone. But the Islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico still 
ia = —_—_ a and so Pro sane upon ar that che’ et nameeen 

President to this session power transf owa dominion over them, together with th 
intone in all these papers. in de part of his possession of them, to o' These islands, from their local position and 
he has them t any | Datural a tothe North American continent, and one of them, Cuba, 


the the and the lives of an transcendent importance to the commercial and political inter- 

the on behalf of the | estsof our Union. [ts commanding position, with reference to the Gu'f of 

of those who have been there. He intimated that | Mexico and the West India seas, the character of its population, its situation 
but he has refrained from that delay is re- | midway between our southern coast and the Island of Santo Domingo, its safo 

national honor, or by the interests of h \ and harbor of the Habana, fronting a long line of our shores <lesti- 
of this message, which is appended hereto and marked Ap- | tute of the same advantage, the nature of its productions and of its wants, 


SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, January %4, 1859, vi our —_ r at me iy eqeadee —_ to use his exertions to 

accompan 5 uce © peace wit er revolted colonies, says: 
on Foreign tuna am be L (8. 497) “The United States are satisfied with the present condition of those islands 
appropriations to facilitate acquisition of the of (Cuba and Puerto Rico) in the hands of Spain, and with their ports open to our 
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illumination of t is not considered necessary our committee to enla upon the vast 

= af the acquisition of tise Island of Cube by the United States 

in Congress u that cont the Committee | To do so would be as much a work of supererogation as to demonstrate an 

the part ef o tpcech teak Felaten Cuba and the report problem in mathematics, or one of those axioms of ethics or 

committee above referred to, made by Hon. Judah P. Benjamin in the eer Sah have been universally received for ages. The ultimate 

February 11, 1859, is marked Pon No. 2% | acquisi of Cuba may be considered a fixed purpose of the United States, 

accurate much more complete of the | a purpose from political and phical necessities whieh have 

Cake end the metpeioet Spentih Government S been recognized by all and all A tions, and in regard to which 

island than in the report of the > relations of | the popular voice es expressed with a unauimit eneurgessed on any 
and the States were not then strained by the of | question of national policy that has heretofore on the public mind. 

insurrection in Cuba as they were afterwards, 1868 to 1878, and The and annexation of Louisiana led, as a necessary corollary, to 

almost since andare now, by the excessive and inhuman abuses | that of Florida, and both t with unerring certainty to the acquisition of 

in Cuba, to no limit can be now anticipated, either astothe time | Cuba. The and feeble population what is now the great West 

will end 


ul 
! 
it 
il 
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called in 1800 for the free navigation of the Mississippi and the enforcement 
of the right of deposit at New Orleans. In three years not only were these 
privileges secured, but the whole of the magnificent domain of Louisiana 
was ours. Who now donbts the wisdom of a measure which at the time was 
denounced with a violence until then un leled in our political history? 
From the day we the attention of our ablest statesmen 
was fixed on Cuba. t the possession of the mouth of the Mississippi had 
been to the people of the West that of Cuba became to the nation. To cast 
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Mr. ee ina oe areneens, Madiees, of the 27th of April, 1809, 
speaking a leon would probabiy pursue toward us, says: 
“ He ought to be satisfied with having forced her idreat Britain) to revoke 


the orders on which he pretended to retaliate, and to be particularly satisfied 

ee ae — us, by whose aa omens to ae she nes neem forced into 
this note, the delegate the causes of revocation. ought more to conciliate our good will, as we can be 

i reached that stage in which the issue | such an obstacle to the new career o on him in the Spanish colonies. 
>t eereaenne or Gs That he would give us the Floridas ow itehola intercourse with the residue 













of those colonies can not be doubted. But that is no price, because they are 
of the first war, and until a war they are of no par- 

ticular seem us. But, although with difficulty, he will consent to our 
to our Union to prevent our aid to Mexico and the other 

provinces. That would bea gates, and I would immediately erect a column 
on the southernmost limit of and inscribe on it a ne plus ultra as to us 
in that direction. We should then have only to include the north in our con- 
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which ought to limit our views. Nothing should 
ever be accepted which would uire a navy todefend it.” 
in writing to President Monroe on the 23d June, 1823, he says: 
tion to our confederacy is exactiy what is wanting 
to advance our power as 2 nation to the point of its utmost interest.” 
And in another letter to the same, on the 24th October, 1823, he says: 
“] candidly confess that I have ever looked on Cuba as the most intorest- 
addition which could ever be made to our system of States. The control 
with Florida Point, this island would give us over the Gulf of Mexico 































to and the countries and isthmus bordering on it would fill up the measure of 
our being.” 
uniform in their statements wrongs be J i Adams, while Secre’ of State under Mr. Monroe, in a dis- 
ee siomaietien patch tone Kaizen. our minister at d, of the 28th April, 1823, enya: 
or 


“Im the war between France and Spain, now quampeneing, other interests, 
omy ours, will inall probability be deeply involved. Whatever may be 

issue of this war as between those two European powers, it may be taken 
for granted that the dominion of Spain upon the American continents, north 


in t of our shores, from a multitude of considerations, has become 


furnishing eae and needing the returns of a commerce immensely 


end 8 fer tee, chawe that So came apirts of profitable and m iy beneficial, give it an importance in the sum of our 
vails in Cuba that has kept people of that | national interests with which that of no other foreign territory can be com- 
da wage me zs « and little inferior to that which binds the different members of this 
Cleveland, who no aversion to rule ba, nion together. Such, indeed, are, between the interests of that island and 
statements, the truth of the made “5 of this , the comme , moral, and political relations 
Spain in the exposition of the case of Cuba w he | formed by in the of time, and even now verging to 


maturity, in eee Eroced the probable course of events for the 
short half a century, it is scarcely possible to resist the conviction 
annexation of Cuba to our Federal Republic will be indispensable to 
continuance and integrity of the Union itself. It is obvious, however, 
that for this event we are not yet prepared. Numerous and formidable 
objections to the extension of our territorial dominions beyond sea present 
themselves to the first contemplation of the subject: obstacles to the system 
by which alone that result can be compassed and maintained are to 
‘oreseen and surmounted both from at home and abroad; but there are 
laws of political as well asof physical gravitation; and if an apple, severed by 
the tempest from its native tree, can not choose but fall to the ground, Cuba, 
forcibly disjained from itsown unnatural connection with Spain and incapable 
of self-support, can gravitate only toward the North American Union, which, 
by the same law of nature, can not cast her off from its bosom. 

“The transfer of Cuba to Great Britain would be an event unpropitious to 
the interests of this Union. This opinion is so generally entertained that 
even the ess rumors that it was about to be accomplished, which have 
and are still teeming, may be traced to the deep and almost 
universal feeling of aversion to it, and to the alarm which the mere probabil- 
ity of its occurrence has stimulated. The question both of our right and of 
our power to prevent it, if necessary by force, already obtrudes itself upon 
our , and the Administration is called upon, in the performance of 
ite duties to the nation, at least to use all the means within its competency to 

and forefend it.” 
On A 27, 1825, Mr. Clay, Secretary of State, in a dispatch to Mr. A. H. 


se 
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commerce, as they are now open. This Government desires no political 
change cf that condition. The population itself of the islands is incompetent 
at present, from its composition and its amount, to maintain self-govern- 
ment. The maritime force of the oigneis Republics of Mexicoand Colom- 
bia is not now, nor is it likely shortly to be uate to the protection of those 
islands, if the conquest of them were effected. The United States would 
e:tertain constant apprehensions of their from their possession to 
that of some less friendly eee: and of all the European powers, this 
country prefers that Cuba and erto Rico should remain dependent on 
Spain. If the war should continue between Spain and the new Republics, 
and those islands should become the object and the theater of it, their for- 
tunes have such a connection with the prosperity of the United States that 
they conld not be indifferent 5 tors; and the possible contingencies of 
such a protracted war might upon the Governmert of the United 
States duties and obligutions the performance of which, however painful it 
should be, they might not be at liberty to decline.” 

: _. Van Buren, writing to Mr. Van Ness, our minister to Spain, October 2, 

R29, says: 

“ The Government of the United States has always looked with the deepest 
interest upon the fate of those islands, but particularly of Cuba. Its geo- 
graphical*position, which places it almost in ht of our southern shores, 
and, as it were, gives it the command of the Gulf of Mexico and the West 
India seas, its safe and capacious harbors, its rich productions, the exchan 
of which for our surplus agricultural products and manufactures consti- 
tutes one of the most exte’ eand valuable branches of our foreign trade, 
render it of the utmost waperttines to the United States that no change 
should take place in its condition which might injuriously affect our political 
and commercial standing in that quarter. Other considerations, connected 
with a certain class of our —— on, make it the interest of the southern 
section of the Union that no attempt should be made in that island to throw 
off the yoke of Spanish dependence, the first effect of which would be the 
sudden oe of a numerous slave population, the result of which 
could not but very sensibly felt upon the eajacent shores of the United 
States. On the other hand, the wisdom which induced the § 
ment to relax in its colonial system, and to adopt with regard to those islands 
a more liberal policy which opened their ports to general commerce, has been 
so far satisfactory in the view of the United States as, in addition to other 
considerations, to induce this Government to desire that their possession 
should not be transferred from the Spanish Crown to any other power. In 
conformity with this desire, the ministers of the Uni States at Madrid 
have, from time to time, been instructed attentively to watch the course of 
events and the secret springs of European diplomacy, which, from informa- 
tion received from various querters, this Government reason to suspect 
had been put in motion to effect the transfer of the possession of Cuba to the 
powerful allies of Spain. 

* You are authorized to say that the long-established and well-known pol- 
icy of the United States, which forbids their eutonaitie themselves in the 
concerns of other nations, and which permits their physical force to be used 
only for the defense of their political Hehts and the protection of the persons 
and property of their citizens, equally forbids their public agents to enter 
into positive engagements the performance of which would require the em- 
poreent of means which the people have retained in their own hands; but 

hat this Government has every reason to believe that the same influence 
which once averted the blow ready to fall upon the Spanish islands would 
again be found effectual on the recurrence of similar events; and that the 
high preponderance in American affairs of the United States as agreat naval 
power, the influence which they must at all times command as a great com- 
mercial nation, in all questions involving the interests of the general com- 
merce of this hemisp ere, would render their consent an essential prelimi- 
nary to the execution of any project calculated so vitally to affect the 
general concerns of all the nations in any de; en in the commerce 
of America. The knowledge you of the public sentiment of this 
country in rr to Cuba wili enable ae to speak with confidence and effect 
of the probable consequencer that might be expected from the communica- 
tion of that sentiment to Congress in the event of any contemplated change 
in the present political condition of that island.” 

And again, on the 13th of October, 1830: 

“This Government has aleo been given to understand that if Spain should 
persevere in the assertion of a hopeless claim to dominion over her former 
colonies they will feel it to be their duty, as well as their interest, to attack 
her colonial possessions in our vicinity, Cuba and Puerto Rico. Your general 
instructions are full upon the subject of the interest which the United States 
take in the fate of those istands, and particularly of the former; they inform 
you that we are content that Cuba should re as it now is, but could not 
consent to its transfer to any European power. Motives of reasonable state 
policy render it more desirable to us that it should remain subject to Spain 
rather than to either of the South American States. Those motives will 
readily present themselves to your mind; they are principally founded upon 
an apprehension that if by the latter it would, in the present state 
of things, be in greater danger of becoming subject to some European power 
than in its present condition. Although such are our own es and true 
interests, the President does not see on what ES he would be justified 
in interfering with any attempts which the th American States might 
think it for their interest, in the prosecution of a defensive war, to make upon 
the islands in question. If, indeed, an attempt should be made to disturb 
them, by putting arms in the hands of one portion of their population to 
destroy another, and which in its influence would endanger the peace of a por- 
tion of the United States, the case might be different. Against such an 
attempt the United States (being informed that it was in contemplation) 
bave already protested and warmly remonstrated in their communications 
isst summer with the Government of Mexico; but the information lately 
communicated to us in this regard was accompanied by a solemn assurance 
that no such measures will, in any event, be resorted to; and that the con- 
test, if forced upon them, will be carried on, on their part, with strict refer- 
ence to the established rules of civilized warfare.” 

Mr. Buchanan, in his dispatch to Mr. R. M. Saunders, of June 17, 1848, said: 

“With these considerations in view, the President believes that the crisis 
has arrived when an effort should be made to purchase the Island of Cuba 
from Spain, and he has determined to intrust you with the performance of 
this most delicate and important duty. The attempt should be made, in the 
first instance, in a confidential conversation with the Spanish minister for 
tones affairs; a written offer might produce an absolute refusal in writing, 
which would embarrass us hereafter in the acquisition of the island. des, 
from the incessant one in the Spanish cabinet and et our desire to 
make the purchase might thus be made known in an official form to foreign 
ea and arouse their jealousy and active opposition. Indeed, even 

¢ the present cabinet should think favorably of the proposition, they might 
be greatly embarrassed by having it placed on record, for in that event it 
would almost Set, rough some channel, reach the opposition and 
become the subject of discuss.on in the Cortes. Such delicate negotiations, 
at least in their incipient stages, ought always to be conducted in confiden- 
tial conversation, and with the utmost secrecy and dispatch. 
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amount rend shall be applied, and in this *t allows a much nar- 
rower range of discretion to the present Executive than the acts of 1808 and 
1806 gave to Mr. Jefferson. In thosecases the object of the apyccpeiation was 
as well known to the country and to the world as if it had been specifically 
stated. The knawindge of that fact did not then in the slightest degree tend 
to defeat the intended object, nor can it do<s now. Under our form of gov- 
ernment we have no state secrets. With us diplomacy has ceased to be en- 
with the mysteries that of yore were considered inseparable from its 
su exercise. Directness in our policy and frankness in its avowal 
are in conduc our fore intercourse not less essential to the mainte- 
nance of our national cha rand Cn permanent interests of the Republio 
are the same qualities to social position and the advancement of honest 
enterprise in private life. 
Much has been said of the indelicacy of this mode of proceeding; that the 
offer to purchase will offend the Spanish pride, be regarded as on eau, and 
with contempt; that, of promotinga consummation that all 
it to be desirable, it will have the opposite tendency. If this were true, 
it would be a conclusive argument against the bill, but a brief consideration 
will show the fallacy of these views. For many years our desire to purchase 
Cuba has been known to the world. Seven years since President Fillmore 
communicated to Congress the instructions to our ministers on that subject, 
with all the correspondence connected with it. In that correspondence will 
be found three letters from Mr. Saunders, detailing conversations held with 
Narvaezand the ministér of foreign relations, in which he notified them of his 
authority to treat for the purchase of Cuba, and while the reply was so de- 
cided as to preclude him from making = direct proposition, yet no intima- 
ven that the — was offensive. And Tey should it be so? 
We simply say toSpain, * You have adistant possession, held by a precarious 
tenure, which is almost indispensable to us for the protection o 
merce, and may, from its position, the character of its population, 
and the mode in which it is.gowerned,lead at any time toa rupture which 
both nations would sperceets. This possession, rich though it be in ail the 





our com- 


elements of wealth, yie to your treasury a net revenue not amounting, on 
the average of a ears, to the hundredth part of the price we ara 
prepared to give you for it. True, you have heretofore refused to consider 


our proposition, but circumstances are changing daily. What may not have 
suited you in 1848 may now be more acceptably. Should a war break out in 


Europe, Spain can scarcely hope to escape being involved in it. The people 
of Cuba naturally desire to have a voice in the povempaens of the island. 
They may seize the occasion to proclaim their independence, and you may 


“o_ not having accepted. the rich indemnity we offer." : 
t even these arguments will not be upon unwilling ears. Our 
minister will not broach the sub, until heshall have good reason to believe 
that it will be favorably ente Such an opportunity may occur when 


least expected. Spain is the country of coups d‘état and pronunciamer tos. 
The all-powerful minister of to-day mee be a fugitive to-morrow. With the 
forms of a representative government. it 


is, in fact, a despotism sustained by 
the bayonet; a d tism tempered only by frequent, violent, and bloody 
revolutions. Her financial condition is one of extreme embarassment—a 
crisis may arise when even the dynasty may be overthrown uniess a large 
sum of money can be raised forthwith Spain will be in the position of the 
needy r of land he can not cultivate, having all the pride of one to 
whom it has descended through a long line of ancestry, but his necessities 
are st r than his will; he must have money. A thrifty nsighbor. whose 
domains it will round off, is at hand to furnish it. He retains the old man- 
sion, but sells what will relieve him from immediate ruin. 

The President, in his annual message, has told us that we should not, if we 
could, acquire Cuba by any other means than honorable negotiation, unless 
circumstances which he does not anticipate render a departure from such a 
course justifiable, under the imprative and overruling law of seif-preserva 
tion. He also tells us that he desires to renew the negotiations, and it may 
become indispensable to success that he should be intrusted with the means 
for making an advance to the Spanish Government immediately after the 
es of the treaty, without awaiting the ratification of it by the Senate. 

in point of fact, is an appeal tc Congress for an expression of its opinion 
eee & renewing the negotiation. Should we fail to give him 
the means which may be ind —— © to success, it may well be considered 
by ~ President as an intimation that we do not desire the acquisition of the 


It has been asserted that the people of Cuba do not desire a transfer to the 
United States. If this were so, it would present a very serious objection to 
the measure. The evidence on which it is based is that on pooee of the 
President's message addresses were made by the municipal authorities of Ha- 
banaand other towns, protes their devotion to the Crown and their hostil- 
ee of the United States. Anyone who has had an opportu- 

y of observing the persuasive influence of the bayonet in countries where 
it rules supreme will know how much value to attach to such demonstra- 
tions of popular sentiment. ‘There can be nodoubt that an immense majority 
of the people of Cuba are not only in favor, but ardently desirous of annexa- 
tion to the United States. It would be strange, indeed, if they were not so; 
Sogetvee of all influence, even in the local affairs of the island; unrepresented 
in Oortes; governed by successive hordesof hungry officials sent from the 
mother country to acquire fortunes to be enjoyed at home, having no sym- 

a with the pooute Spong whom they are mere sojourners, and upon whom 

down as vy begin | liable to Sa ceraiee - y poqmmens on the most 

telling eharger: tried military courts or submissive judges, removable at 

es punished at the discretion of the captain-general, they would be 

than men if they were contented with their yoke. But we have the best 

authority, from the most reliable sources, for asserting that nearly the entire 
native population of Cuba desires annexation. 

Apprehensions have been expressed by some Southern statesmen of perils 

from the different elements composing the population, and the sup- 
posed mixture of races. They are not justified by the facts. The entire 
tion, the census of 1850, was 1,247,200, of which 605,560 were whites, 

570 free co: , and 436,100 slaves. 

Allowing the same peers pereentene of increase for each class as shown 
Hh ee with the previous census, the total popeiation now is about 
lL of which 742,000 are whites, 263,000 free colored, and 581,000 slaves. 
There is good reason to suppose that the slaves considerably exceed the esti- 
mated number, it having Soom, until very recently, the interest of the pro- 
prietor to understate it. The feeling of caste or race is as marked in Cuba 
as in the United States. The white creole is as free from all taint of African 
blood as the descendant of the Goth on the plains of Castile. There is a nu- 


merous white . brave, robust, sober, and honest, not yet, perhaps, 
S inte: mtly to discharge all the duties of the citizen of a free repub- 
t who, from his a physical and mental, is capable of being 
elevated by culture to the same level with the educated Cubans, who, as a 
are as refined, well-informed, and fitted for self-government as men of 
any class of any nation can be who have not inhaled with their breath the 
atmosphere of freedom. 
Many of them, accompariied by their families,are to be met with every 
‘iating the 


summer at our cities and et places, observing and appr« 
of our form of government and its marvelous results; many seekin 
until the arrival of moreauspicious days an asylum from the oppression tha 
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has driven them from their homes; while hundreds of their youths in our 
schools and colleyes are acquiring our language and fi themselves here- 
after, it is to be hoped at no distant day, to play a part in their 
own législative hails, vr in the councils of the nation. 

These men, who are the great proprietors of the soil, are to the con- 
tinuance of the African slave trade, which is carried on by Spaniards from 
the Peninsula, renegade Americans, and other adventurers from every clime 
see country, tolerated and protected by the authorities of Cuba of every 
grade. 

Were there a sincere desire to arrest the slave trade, it could be as effectu- 
ally put down by Spain as it has been by Brazil. Cuba and Porto Rico are 
now the only marts for this illegal traffic; and if the British Government had 
been as intent upon enforcing its treaty stipulations with Spain for its aboli- 
tion as it has been in denouncing abuses of our flag. which we can notentirely 
prevent, this question would long since have ceased to be a source of irritat- 
Ing diseussion, it may be, of le future difficulty. Those who desire to 
extirpate the slave trade may find in their sympathy for the African a motive 
to support this bill. 

We have, since the conclusion of the Ashburton treaty in 1842, kept up a 
squadron on the coast of Africa for the suppression of the slave trade, and 
we are still bound to continue it. The annual cost of this squadron is at least 
$800,000. The cost in seventeen years amounts to $13,600,000, and this, too, with 
results absolutely insignificant. It appears from a report of a select com- 
mittee of the British House of Commons, made in arch, 1850, that the 
number of slave: exported from Africa had sunk down in 1842 (the very 
year in which the Ashburton treaty was concluded), to nearly 30,000. In 
1843 it rose to 55,000. In 1846 it was 76,000; in 1847 it was 84,000, and was 
then in astate of unusual activity. Sir Charles Hotham, one of the most 
distinguished officers of the British navy, and whocommanded on the coast 
of Afriea for several years, was examined by that select committee. He 
said that the force under his command was in a high state of discipline; 
that his views were carried out by his officers to his entire satisfaction; 
that, so far from having succeeded in stopping the slave trade, he h 
not even crippled it to the extent of giving ta permanent check; that the 
slave trade had been regulated by the commercial demand for slaves, and 
had besn little affected by the presence of his squadron, and that experience 
had proven the system of repression by cruiserson the coast of Africa futile— 
this, too, when the British squadron counted 27 vessels, pes several 
steamers, carrying about 300 guns and3.000 men. The annual expense of the 
squadron is about $3,500,000, with auxiliary establishments on the coast cost- 
ing at least $1,500,000 more—a total cost annually of $5,000,000 in pursuance of 
a system whieh experience has proved to be futile. 

In 1847 the Seotiiinn slave trade was in full activity. It has been entirely 
suppressed for several years. The slaves now shipped from the coast of 
Africa ere exclusively for the Spanish islands. .It is not easy to estimate the 
number, From the best data, however, it issupposed now tobe from twenty- 
tive to thirty thousand per year. It would cease to exist the moment we 
acauire possession of the Island of Cuba. 

The importation of slaves into the United States was prohibited in 1908. 
Bince then, a period of more than fifty years, but one case occurred of its 
violation—that of the Wanderer, which has recertly excited so much atten- 
tion. 

Another consequence which shou!d equally enlist the sympathies of philan- 
thropista, excepting that class whuse tears are only shed for those of ebon 
hue, and who turn with indifference from the sufferings of men of any other 
complexion, is the suppression of the infamouscoolie traffic—a traffic so much 
the more nefarious as the Chinese is elevated above the African in the scale 
of creation; more civilized, more intellectual, and therefore feeling more 
acutely the shackies of the slave ship and the harsh discipline of the overseer. 
The number of Chinese shipped for Cuba since the commencement of the 
traflie up to March last is 25,777, of whom 4,134 perished on the poomen. 
From that date pp to the close of the year the number landed at Habana 
was 9,449. We biush to say that three-fourths of the number were trans- 
ported under the American and British flags—under the flags of the two 
countries that have been the most zealous for the suppression of the African 
slave trade. The ratio of mortality on the was 143 per cent, and a 
much larger pro ion of these wretched were land an enfeevled 
condition. , too, from a temperate they are not cayxdle of 
onduring the exposure to the tropical sun, in which the African delights to 
bask. When their allotted time ef service shall have been completed, the 
wml remnant of the survivors will furnish conclusive evidence of the bar- 
barity with which they are treated. The master feels no interest in his 
temporary slave beyond that cf Seen 5 yee him tne test possible 
amount of labor during the continuance of servitude. death or inca- 
pacity to labor at the end of his term is to the master a matter of as much 
indifference as is the fate of the operative employed in his mill to the Man- 
chester spinner. 

Another effect of this measure, which will recommend it most strongly to 
the humanitarians, will be the better treatment and increased happiness of 


the slaves new existing in the island that would inevitably flow from it. As 
a general rule, the slave is well treated in proportion to productiveness 
and convert: value, as an expensive instrument is more carefully handled 
then one of less cost. When the importation of slaves from abroad is 
arrested, the lame uction affords the only means of supplying the 
increasing demand for labor. It may be assumed as an axiom of pol tical 
aomnouay tant the increase of population, if not the only true is the most 
reliable of the average well-being of the class to which itis applied. Tried 
by this test, the slave of the United States affordsa very high standard as com- 
pared even with the white population of our favoredland. But when compari- 
son is made with the statistics of African slavery inall Eu colonies the 
results are startling. Since Las Casas. in his zeal for the protection of the 
Indian, originated the African slave trade, it is estimated that the whole num- 
ber transported to the New World has been a Of these, we, in 
eur colonial condition, and since, have only receiv uit 375,000. By nat- 
ural increase, after deducting all who are free, we had, in 1850, 3,204,000 slaves 
of the African race. These, allowing the same percentage of increase for 
nine years as the census returns show during the last decennial period, would 
now aumber over 4,300,000; while, from the same data, the free colored popu- 
lation would amount to 496,000. The British West India colonies received 
abont 1,700,000. The whole population of those islands, including Jamaica and 
Trinidad, acquired from the Spaniards, and British Guiana, . White, and 
mixed, is Dut 1,062,699. The Spanish and other West India Islands received 
about 3,000,000. This is very much more than their entire population to-day. 
The pro may vary in some of the colonies, but the general result wili 
be found everywhere the same--a ve of 
African descent, either pure or mixed, than have been im from Africa. 

‘There ts another aspect in which this proposition ma viewed, which is 
deserving of seriousconsideration. Itis meen Pe in the President's annual 
message t the multiplied ons & the persons and property of our 
citizens by the local authorities of Cuba for many years past present, in the 

' of the captain-general, the anomaly of absolute power to inftict injury 
without any corresponding faculty to seheess tt. He can, almost in sight of 


our shores, without just 2 a tizen, 
or incareerute iis yereun; bat if applied to or redress, we are told that he 


much less number now exi 


to 
for decision. These delays in most instances 
justice. And even when the of 
payment Kole woul long ahase 
paymen: w 
of reprisal that would have necessaril 
in the conquest of theisiand. Indeed, 
ere ting among our that 
which, so as they 
acting under the sanction of his 
executed, is bound to enforce, 
vidual enterprises 
It is in part, proba 
policy which this 


mercial, in its 

is about 770 miles, h an average bread 
area of 31,468 square miles. The soil is f 
the finest in the world. Habana is more f: 
from our extensive trade, which 


y larger. 

When we consider that more than two-thirds of the whole area of the island 
is susceptible of culture, and that not a tenth part of it is now 
meg See come idea of the immense development which 
its mee Se a ch 
trade and institutions. 
tion, caused by the increased value of 
compenestet by the removal of crest 
S uced in the United States, w are 

ually excluded from 


our committee have 
hana few of the must im 


at ving of no lon 
African squadron when its \ no 
expenditure for the interest 
Science troche me eonaeeeed 
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ine Dalida! end commercial, which would result from it!” Your commit. 


land the’ Tried by this test, Cuba will favorably with an 
potty i by HY ge - 
Your committee have before them last Cuban which presents 


sanction 

This emphatic reiteration of his previous recommendation throws upon 
ef failure if withheld. Indeed, the inference is 
xpression of by Congress, th 

rene 
pees Soames te nd various tables conce ta- 

details of of in this report. — 

All of which is respectfully snbmitted. 
No. 1.—Commerce of the Island of Cuba with nations the 1852 
ese Se Blend gf Ovo wae Soretn-watinnn for Se yooe 0, 
[From Ex. Doc. No. 107, first session, -fourth Congress, Commercial 

Bblations of the United Staten] 


i 
a 
42 
5 
: 


Sgpuage 


ee ee ee ees ee ee eee es Or er eee 





ENUE. 

Geiken Saeed iennlnnatsite hada on 
enn --—\—-— ae 
seta enaieh Cara beimpinciuie pearrwenbipae 1, 069, 795. 44 
i Nshenndtdinenagng-esam nniaheretnesenteress * 6, 719, 200.00 
henidenen<nibtameenintoynetenittwnsbemmmens 119, 285. 4 
Néiwhs dedeowpaeseédbtees cociinseene<ounence 506, 028. 94 
ER itcedinna rei as eradncuh-veinibediiiind Mapa wxetan, 21, 333, 928. 88 

Deduct for sums paid as portions of the forfeitures under sei- 
I rs eS towns set ence anes iqnmaspionenctnoddbeses 12, 972. 88 
DRE CON iw ns .n'asnncnlhanse id ade Sane Seamktnabedes 21, 325, 956. 00 
Section 1.—Grace and justice ia <Laecian tbedlacdiiapibiilaits «ase -- _ 712,756.00 
Te a cs a eo cbeeipe ‘oS 
SOCORRO on, 5 fades 5 oe Se an ons +c asce canpenee » 645, 145. 43 
Section 4. IG ak wena win tnnann Cohan ghudaiaiagan erent 
Section 5.— dupartwent. \ tinseiscialeinsn Sh -eoshdiabiieccae: aa 
Section 6.—Attention= «remittances) of the peninsula............ 1,404, 058.00 
Tota anna nn nnn nnn nnn = none onan n nnn nnn nner nee SA, BEL, 085. 44 

*From this sum should be deducted %, hich 

Ep ietitares ck te sscheguer under the Scrombale te oem SS 
Peiniod by that departinent pte te ft eatin erate at 
“Slande net revenue of $16,105,956. - 


XXIX——-22 


Tons. 

I a a eet anipeeiinmats 2, 057, 653 
aa i ta ee a i i a i a a 100. 

INS dinceidtetnss:uidiss sta cienatp tinscamindaabestaietiatet Locate Giro. Ri ie ere tal dk 164, 823 

PMinitehunsdhanddiencdtnhtinabudeipatbipaimeinetancdbetueuss , 
a i a inet 2,342, 723 
But the quantity of from which the United States, England, Europe, 
and the Mediterranean . to be supplied reaches only 1,273,000 tons. Thus, 


for the 300,000,000 souls who are dependent on it. it gives but 8 pounds per 
head, while the consumption in England is triple that quantity and in fhe 
United States a pocaee rhead. The use of sugar in the world is rapidly 
increasing. In ce it has doubled in thirty years. It has increased 
more than 50 cent in England in fifteen years. In the Zollverein it 
has gquadru following table will show the imports and produc- 
tion of sugar in Great Britain, nce, and the United States during many 
years: 


Consumption of sugar in Great Britain, France,and United States. 








United States. 











| Aver 
age 
nount. 





For- | Louisi- 
eign. | ana. Total. ‘am 
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Years. 





































Tone. Tone. | Tons. | Tens. Tons. \Per cent, 
1841..| 74 y «27,1 65, 601; 88,000) 103, 606 49.52 
1842..| 77, 3, 69,474) 89.200] 108,674) 45.42 
1843..; 79, 29, 28,854) 64,360) 93,214 42. 30 
1844..| 87,38 33, 83,801} 44,400! 128, 206) 41.83 
1845..| 90,95 35, 1 88,336] 45,000! 133, 336 40. 40 
1846._| 78,62 46, 44,974) 83,028) 128, 002) 41.85 
1847_.| 87,8 62,8 275) 98,410) 71, 169, 450) 34. 95 
1848..| 48, 48, 1 , 424) 104,214) 107,000) 211,214, 20.40 
1849._| 63,335 43, 108, 121| 99, 180) 202, 301! 31.00 
1850..| 50, 996 67, 42 84,813) 110,600) 194,415) 32.22 
TI i an ict deci 74, 196, 198} 102, 000) 292, 193 R2. 82 
1862..} 32, 67, 228, 772) 118, 273) 347, 045 28.00 
1853..| 382, 87, 135, 282,213) 160,967) 303, 180 0. 72 
1854..; 40,113 &, 227, O82! 224, 662) 452,644) ......... 
1855..| 45,3 R, 236, 178, 917) 410,250)... ..... 
1856...) 46,76 %, 272, G1\ 115,713) 388,344) ......... 
1867..| 42,4 im, 


888,501; 86,933) 425,434)... 


* To close of February. 


The production of beet-root sugar in France was for four years as follows: 











Number rn 

Years. | working. Kilos. 
ad ed eibadis mecaaabasenel 308 | 77,848,208 
a a lal il ieee a annne Sobadbeatsadunest 208 5), 180, 864 
atin eee cleendndiiinn «esha unenersoc newt ; 275 | 91,008,008 
a ete cewantwcacee 341 | 152,000,000 





ae Rgeeee for 1857 are only to March 1, and exceed by 54,000,000 kilograms 
the produ 
follows: 





ct of last year. © production in the Zollverein in 1855 was as 
Cwt. 

Racin 14, 099, 263 
Anhalt ...... 2, 301, 364 
Bavaria -..-. 247, 126 
ESE ae a a el tigi 131, 968 
Nee nee uaeupenncens wend 605, 256 
a el li nna cena an enadniguts bhdbad babe anccus ence 988, 825 
ee th i gehacuieuasscoscedhake £0, 187 
i a eg tb aanenecosaagee 1:2, 965 


giving a total of 19,188,402. The increase in the consumption is immense- 
1841 the total for the three countries above named was 420,000 tons. This 
has tons, or a Sune Senne doubled, and the supply 
has come from Louisiana and from beet roots; the former failed considerabl 

in the last two years, and,as a consequence, nearly convulsed the world. 
The value of in the open market, then, seems to depend upon the pre- 
a when that fails, the prices rise all over the 


No. 4.—Table of number of Chinese shipped from China from 1847 to March 23, 
1858. 


The follow table, derived from a reliable source, exhibits the total num- 
ber of vessels have arrived at this port since 1347 with Asiatics, their 
flags, tonnage, number of Asiatics ship and landed, number and percent- 
age of deaths, etc. which, I think, will not be deemed uninteresting: 

















Num- : | Asiatics,| Percent- 
Flags of vessels. ber ‘Tonnage.' number | Landed. | Deaths. | age of 
: ) shipped. deaths. 

13; 13,545 | 6,7: 5, 929 | 815 2 

2) 21.275) 10,791) 9.205| 1,586 | 14s 

. 5,008 | 2,773 2, 463 310 il; 

7 6, 087 3, 655 3, UM Sot | 13 

5 2,08; 1,779 1, 489 290 | li; 

3 126; 1,00); 1,021) 28 | 2 

3 2,484; 1,314} 812 oe 38} 

i 560 | 249 | zoe 13 5+ 

1 470 | 221 | 179 42 19 
1 250 | ae 155 47 z 

7 | 53, 008 : 28,777 24,643 4, 134 14g 
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From the foregoing it will be seen that the loss of life on the total number 
shipped actually amounts to 144 per cent; and whilst the number of deaths 
of those brought hither in Portuguese ships amounts to only 2} per cent, the 
number brought in American ships amounts to 12 per cent, in British ships to 
144 per cent, and in French ships to 13} per cent, whilst in Peruvian ships the 
number of deaths amounts to 38} per cent. 


No. 5.—Population of the West Indies, as stated in Colton’s Atlas of the World, 
n volume 1. 
aiti: 


Haitian Empire 
Dominican 
Cuba (slaves 830,425) ........... 
Puerto Rico 
French islands: 
Guadalupe and dependencies 
SRT SRD ck ctcnbewkec ces 
French 
St. Bartholomew 
Danish islands: 
St. Thomas... 
Santa Cruz .. 
i SE Gea ctoksistbinnunssiinn 


American. | Spanisa. 


Number. | Tonnage. {Number Tonnage. |N 
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APPENDIX NO. 2. 


SPRECH OF HON. J. P. BENJAMIN, OF LOUISIANA, ON THE ACQUISITION OF 
* CUBA. 


[Delivered in the Senate of the United States, Friday, February 11, 1859.] 


+ ~ os * * * * 


I have thus far spoken, sir, of the beneficial results to humanity arising 
from the acquisition of Cuba, in the double aspect of the preservation of the 
isiand from a la into the barbarism and sav state of the other Antilles, 
and of regard for its miserable laboring population. What would be its 
effects on the superior race—on the white natives of the island, now number- 
ing nearly three-quarters of a million? 

n spite of pro forma petitions, recently forwarded from Habana, under the 
neral, the ardent aspirations of the Cubans for 
velease from the grinding tyranny under which they languish are too well 
known for con ment. I will not appeal to a knowl rsonal to us all; 
I will not rely on the fact that, amongst the numerous with whom I 
have had opportunity of conversing on the subject, I never yet have found 
one—no, not one—who did not — for the hour of freedom, who was not 
ready te strike for his liberty if the remotest prospect of succor could be held 
out tohim. I willa to history, and leave its teachings to the apprecia- 
tion of a candid world. Mysketch must be rapid. 

At the close of the last and the commencement of the present centu 
Cuba was prosperous and happy. Subjected toa colonial system identic 
with that then ony prevalent amongst civilized nations, if her com- 
merce was restricted by the monopoly established in favor of the mother 
country, ber own internal administration was conducted by wise rulers, 
guided by paternal interest in her welfare. She shared the political benefits 
conquered 2 Spanish people, and when the constitution of 1812 was 
established, Cuba reaped its advan . When, on the death of Ferdinand 
Vu, een tina threw herself into the arms of the liberal party in 
order to insure the triumph of Queen Isabella over the pretensions of Don 
Carlos, the royal statute was proclaimed in both 8 and Cuba, and the 
latter was represented in the national congress and enjoyed the liberties 
accorded by that celebrated document to the mother country. Under its 
provisions, the Junta de Fomento was blished in Habana, with branches 
in all the —_ cities of the island. When, in 1836, the revolution of La 
Granja p *) es of the Progresistas in power, subverted the royal 
stabutel: and proeciaimed the old constitution of 1812,the Queen Mother, then 
Regent, in convoking the Cortes, included the uties from Cuba in the call. 

In the meantime, however, the example of the other Spanish-American 
colonies which had succeeded in establishing their independence had not been 
without its effects on Cuba. In 1825 the liberator, var, offered to aid the 

triots by aninvasion of the island. Numerous societies were formed under 

the title of the “ Soles de Bolivar,” and everything was prepared for second- 
ing the invasion, which might very possibly have proved successful but for 
the intervention of our own Government, which dissuaded the invasion. 


orders of the captain- 
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They stating hen eres that are exercised w minister, he replied to the effect that it was true that the measures he was 
begin, ofr, by ne Fi read it as ni can; it will be recommending t not be suitable for the whites, but that they were ex- 
somewhat in the translation. ceedingly benefi to ual recommendation to the Spanish 


the blacks—an act: 
state “they world would refuse to the Government to trample the white native Cuban under foot for the benefit of 
tory ot the ble Re ek ve been igiereeseres the Africans that been imported in defiance of the treaties with Great 
wo! 
exist 





with reason, perha if monsters herself. Here is Lord Palmerston's dispatch of September 11, 1851, 

Wy cocaine them, it is not vable that men who for and ft is capable ofthat signification alone: 

so long a time had submitted tothem; but if those persons are few whoreach -_ reference to that passage in M. Miraflores’s note, in which he states 

the truth of particular reason of the of which the Govern- | that the Spanish Government can not understand how Her Majesty's Gov- 

ment disposes to ~ he" dlstigure them, can resist the evidence | ernment can seriously recommend a measure which would prove very inj u- 

of acts that.are public and official. rious to the natives of Cuba, when they also recommend that the Spanish 
go on to relate: t should conciliate the affections of those Cubans, I have to in- 


Governmen 

and with arms hands, that General Tacon despoiled | struct your lordship to observe to M. de Miraflores that the slav f Cuba 
ns the form a large L. and by no means an unimportant one, of the populatica 
ordered to be sworn to as the = Cee. and = yh Ag pyre tor thetr emancipetion would 

damental entire Monarchy. ‘ore, as as on are concerned, be quit iso’ 
a nic rand Spaniards enjoyed, and which Waste Tr cltbted lon cmmbatian’ tha pele Government 5 that meus 
w are natu- | ures ‘or conten © people of Cuba, with a view to 
rall ila vilized. secure between that island and the Spanish Crown; and it 
“Tt was publicly that the decree was issced which Suntret the sons ot aon be evident eas if the negro po : tion ot Cubs were gendered free 
righ being chosen occu blic offices or employmen fact would create a most power element of resistance to any scheme 

inthe Beato it vn ciiconn salina i to the Captains: | There it it ube to the United Sepaiaiion tus trie te fenanpted und h 
were ‘ Ww a on Sto rampled under the 
Genarabat'Gs not the and Bi now exist in Jamaica; it is this white 


of such 
nlation that is ted in the face of the Senate and th try « 
or sentenced by the tri e Faisal ot Cube a before the courts. Rep: represen ot . Eo they ae as 


gee permits extraordinary cases | Sir, it is very easy to say: “If the le of Cuba desire emancipation from 
Sarke a time of war, and a for offenses a the State. this tyranny, why do they not view in armat “ And we are pointed to our 
“publicly has the press with tearing from it the | own condition when our forefathers resisted the tyranny of the British 
in its slaves, of converting the island ruin and and of dis- | Crown. How unfair to them! How delusive the comparison! We were 
schoining equiunt tll the hordes of barbarous Africans now exist a We had the right of speech, the liberty of the press. We 
assemble, comnsene. paagere. We could arm. Woe had a right to buy 
“ Public is the continual increase of the army the of new mer- | arms, and to wear them. m Patrick Henry was urging the Virginia 
whirch, under pu , are only put us | assembly to the declaration of American independence, his cry was that 
for the of burdens that lie u Cube and of exer- | three millions of men in arms could not be venupened by any power that 
greater vexation system over om could send against us. But how is the case of the miserable 

its bitants. 


bstacles and difficulties which are placed in the Sea eels dates tamire hanks cock to 

are w © mo! country is only secu the 
or moving, for ex: any industry, ieee being sure system already mentioned, of strict isolation, of absolute interdiction from 
that he will not be and fined, by reason of defect of any communication with the inhabitants of the island—had we such a force 


tion or want of license nr ee ene makes in the as that amongst us, and, backed by the bagensts of the black race, threaten- 
“Public are the con’ w are exhausting the of Cuba and an exterminating war of races? No, sir; there is no fairness, no justice, 
of other Sid aoe Gaclitind eal ctit one | nis 


the projects © reproach. : 
absorb all the products of its riches, there remaining nothing to its miserable naa wees. Mr. President, all discussion of the effects that the acquisi- 


inhabitants but the pain of labor. would have on the industrial, cultural, and commercial 
“ Public are the exactions of all kinds which inferior officers iny on its | interests of our country, these — having m already treated very 
inhabitants, with the Grostent disregard to the of » satisfactorily by gentlemen who have already spoken. ‘ 
I return now, air, to vear ea Ca ties were convoked I shall not even speak of its geographical position, commanding, as it does 
% ~-4 deputies not Saeniteed to their seats. ba i anes o roms th o th will nova $1,500,000,000. Sa 1 pom oneit 
. Cu were was ve e earth, w ,000,900, Sti must cal 
aan re tation; nor was this the attention to the fact that it seems hitherto to have been taken for granted 


her outrage on 
her its. Itwas that she should be governed the future by excep- | that this country is exposed to no risk so long as this island remains within 
eee es and not by rest of 


the laws common to the Monarchy, These | the feeble of Spain. I apprehend this isa mistake, and a very grave 

laws were never passed; brt the royal aes has continued in | mistake. It isa grave mistake for several reasons: First, because those har- 

orce to the present hour, martial law, and Cuba has thus | bors, being the must capacious and the best fortified in the Gulf, offer a secure 

since a helpless subject to oe Seay control of a | rendezvous, in case of difficulties with other foreign powers, for collecting 

man, thé extent of whose powers can only be by the word | fleets and navies with which our own cugeeeneses coasts could be attacked; 
vented them—omni modas, of all kinds. secondly, because Spain is not now an independent nation. 

ver system has been adopted Cuba has not been I deny her independence in the true sense of the word. Spain has bar- 

orts 


_ Large =_— ower sea” porenaty pan es. seunenes = away to 
to shake off the yoke which they vain. Twenty thou- reat tain. e net yield te motives of policy or of philanthropy 
nT wa a fleet off its coasts keep the dread in abolishing the slave trade. There wasa time when Spanish dignity md 

watch of the tyrant and the first symptoms of revolt. whites | not insulted by the offer to buy something frem her, and her pride was not 
have been ond t coenys of colored men have been added to | touched when Great Britain paid her £400,000 sterling for giving up the slave 
K e. = and again has the Spanish nation been twitted upon the floor 

holding before the unfortunate inhabitants the constant threat of a war | of the British Parliament with having cheated Great Britain by taking the 
of races, a renewalof the horrors of Santo Domingo. Their ie of race has | money and then countenancing thetraffic. It is under the controlling influ- 


been shocked by a governor's decree authorizing marriages the two | ence of Great Britain that Spanish pride has been so far humiliated that a 
races, except w one of the a noble. mixed commission sat in the fsiand o Cuba; that British subjects in the town 

The army is maintained faithful by a rigorous isolati all com- | of Habana try oo subjects in their own colonies for breaches of the 
munication between the inhabitants and troops ey yy imme ope osecur- | treaty, and that land had a hulk,a prison iby, bolen ng to herself, lying 
nr life, or liberty the caprice of a Seapets BO arms for | in the harbor of Habana, to enforce the edicts of British judges over Spanish 
se - 


ng stick se the peliceman, dimensions octane; and et were — that this is - saapemnens newen, whose pride 
small en to pass through a ring furnished digni y revolt at the bare proposal for a cession of sovereignty over 
“The Cubans Lave not even the idea of a trial rez. Cop one tries the island. 


before the judges of royal appointment, the venal fav of the The safety of our country is further involved in the acquisition of Cuba, or 
court, who are removed to make room for more h ts. | at least in her independence; because her harbors not only furnish points of 
The Ca amere soldier ies by law over thesupreme | rendezvous for hostile fleets, but secure harbors of refuge in which they 
court of justice. All offices. with the of a few of the lowest order, | could refitand re ,and prepare themselvesfor fresh attacks on our unpro- 
arein the hands of Spaniards. The for SS of any | tected coasts. It was those harbors that afforded refuge for the British hoot 
description is six years’ hard labor in the chain esr colonies | after its descent on New Orleans, and in them did the French ficet refit after 
of Africa. The Cuban can not have company at a permit, for | its bombardment of the castle of San Juand’Uloa. In theevent of a rupture 
which he must pay $2.50, and he must be provided with a at the same | with Great Britain, w many gentlemen around me seem to suppose 
cost. if he is to absent himself from town or from his home in country. | inevitable in no very distant future, Cuba would be, in her possession, a tre- 


to 
Neither can he change his domicile without the police, obtaining a Senence poms of vantage for attack; and little would she reck of any oppo- 
t, and paying for the same. He can not a Pe, Sane sition by oe te ee use of it for her own purposes in a moment é quer 
corelgnes. 6 ve, stranger, friend. or relative, in his t pre- It is for this reason that the instincts o 


gency. ‘or the American people have 
ious notice to the ag a Mayors of cities are not elected by the people, already taught them that we shall ever be insecure against hostile attack urtil 
but by the aldermen of common councils and under the dictation of this important een and military position is placed under our pro 
8 These aldermen serve for life. and their offices are | tection and con 
ther or from the Crown at pnblic auction for This being the relation borne to us by Cuba, the President has proposed 
they ag soceding & the / oe . Thus it éven | that shall give expression to the national sentiment by sanctioning 
they the of the often become | a to forthe purchaseoftheisland. Whyshould wenot doit? 
speculators, far from extending ee ae the full inter- we are told that it is an offense to the dignity of Spain to make the 
the invested yeruaee of their affidavit is | offer of purchase. To that reply has been made so often and so victoricusly 
secret denunciation 


in the No 
required in Cuba a suspicion or to tear a man from | that it is necessary to repeat it. We have only to say that of all th 
the bosom tumiiy at an pepe wig: Boek gy — hay Need him into a dun- | colonies boty Ae ever possessed on this continent, none remain but the 
there to weeks o it so please the ee ee islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico, and, [ believe, some small islands adjacent, 
ot ee eee ie ledgment of his or pee eee sanine: and that, of all she has lost, everything has been torn from 


exile, if innocent, he still remains ” | her by violence, with the exception of Florida, that we bought, and Louisiana, 
Such is the =e of unf - that bought. If it was no offense for France to purchese Louisiana, 
are official press as hastening to lay at the feet of and no offense for us to purchase Florida, it is a little too late to say that it 
Queen ardent of loyalty to her Governmen’ attachment to | is an offense to her dignity for us to propose the purchase of Cuba. And, 
her person. have again and again made heavy sacrifices freedom— | sir, I can not understand the dignity and sense of honor of a country that 
nay, at this very moment, and for years tain, by secret sells to the people of Great Britain for a sum of money an agreement to 
for gratuitous circulation, pu the U: ites, | abandon the slave trade, and under that treaty gives to Great Britain power 
Pins th oS emeoneen to Our 7 in ts to hold courts ~ me orn Seceaeey, judgin, her own wagecta;, an then 
relation turns upon us and, on ‘© indication of a desire to purchase, tells us that 

the arming of the blacks, and other ckmilar r 


considers herself insulted by the proposition. I am afraid she will have 
; lam afraid the guepesition will have to be made. This insult 


| 
j 
i 
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the face of the civilized world. I have to her ity a good many years ago in relation to this same 
dispatch, in answer to the remonstrance of Se island, first by Great Britain and afterwards by us, and this is the first time 
the island, to him through the correspondence Spanish etabiran leaned of bec balan bnclscd betel cao , 
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But, sir, we are told that England and France willobject. If that be true, 
it affords to my mind a controlling motive for persisting. I wish to exam- 
ine a little into this subject of the interference of England and France; 
and first I desire the attention of the Senate to a fact which has not yet been 
adverted to in this debate—that as far back as 1823 Great Britain tried ponee 
Cuba from Spain, and made her offers of purchase, which were rej 
that then in 18256 and 1826 Great Britain was at the bottom of the p 
declaring Cuba independent. by an insurrection of the people, with the aid 
of the Colombian and Mexican forces, her object being to the control of 
the island under a protectorate, which she thought she could establish with- 
out exciting our jealousy; and that it was these views of Great Britain which 
induced the interference of Mr. Clay with the Colombian and Mexican min- 
isters, and this broke up the plot. July 10, 1823, Mr. Appleton, being then at 
Cadiz, wrote to Mr. Adams, our cureeny of State: 

“The contents of the letter of which I herewith inclose a duplicate are 
substantially confirmed by all that has come to my knowl since it was 
written. I shall say nothing of the official declaration of England; they are 
documents which must ae ene have reached you. I have it, however, in 
my power to say, upon the t authority, that the sentiments she now pro- 
feasses in relation to acquisition of territory at the expense of Spain have not 
always been entertained by her. 

* Mr. Quadra, now deputy of the Cortes, had, when minister of ultra-marine 
in 1820, distant overtures made to him for the cession of the eastern side of 
Cuba to England. These overtures were treated with great coldness, and it 
is supposed have not been repeated. This fact has been communicated to me 
in confidence by Mr. Gener, adeputy from the Habana, who, being a European 
by birth, has had more access to the secrets of the cabinet than his compan- 
ions, and has lately received a distinguished proof of the respect in which he 
is held in being called on to preside over the Cortes during an epoch of par- 
ticular gy 

In aa, Mr. Everett, then in Madrid, sent to Mr. Clay the following dis- 
patch: 


ot for 


“ MADRID, August 17, 1387. 

“Sin: The inclosed copy of a confidential dispatch addressed to the minis- 
ter of state by the Conde de la Alcudia, Spanish minister at London, was 
handed to me to-day by a private friend, and may be depended on as an- 
thentic. As the communication was made tome in the strictest confidence, 
and as the document is in itself unsuitable for the press, I take the liberty of 
transmitting it to you, for the President's information. in the form of a pri- 
vate letter, and request that it may not be placed on the public files of the 
Department of State.” 

Here is the letter: 

[Translation.] 


The Spanish minister at London to the minister of state. 


LONDON, June 1, 1887. 

40st EXCELLENT Str: I deem it my duty to give you notice for the infor- 
mation of the King, our Lord, that this Government dispatched a frigate 
some time ago to the Canary Islands, with commissioners on board, who were 
instructed to ascertain whether any preparations were making there for an 
expedition to America; and also the state of defense of those islands, and the 
disposition of the inhabitants. The result of these inquiries was that the said 
islands were in a wholly defenseless situation, provided with few troops, and 
these disaffected and ready for any innovation. 

The frigate then p ed to the Habana, where the commissioners found 
many persons disposed to revolt; but in consequence of the large mili 
foree stationed there and the strength of the fortifications, they conside 
it impossible to take possession of the island without the cooperation of the 
authorities and thearmy. In coi uence of the information thus obtained, 
ineasures have been taken in both these islands to prepare the public opin- 
jon by means of emissaries in favor of England, to the end that the inhabit- 
ants may be brought to declare themselves independent and to solicit the 
protection of the British. The latter are pre to assist them, and will in 
this way avoid any collision with the Un States. The whole operation 
bas been undertaken and is to be conducted in concert with the revolution- 
iste resident here (at London) and in the islands, who have desig~.ated a 
Spanish general, now at place, to take command of the Habana when the 
occasion shall mire it. 

The Duke of Wellington communicated to me the above information, which 
is also confirmed by an intimation which he gave to Brig. Gen. Don Francisco 
Armentecos, when this officer took leave of him to go to the Habana. 
Duke then advised him, if he should discover any symptoms of disaffection in 
the authorities, to give iromediate notice to the King, as it would bea grievous 
thing for His Majesty to lose the Habana. 

I neve thought it my duty to make these circumstances known to your 
excellency. 

May God keep you many years. / 

EL CONDE DE LA ALCUDIA. 


This is the same Great Britain that now, having failed in her own attem 
renerously _ s to the American people an alliance of three es, 
Franch Eng’ , and the United States, of whom shall say, as they are 
beund to do in her estimate under the law of nations, that not one of them 
will ever acquire Cuba. Having failed herself, both by open negotiation and 
secret maneuver, to obtain possession of the island, she poses to us : 
ganimously to renounce what she can not get, pro we will be eq 
snerous; for such, after all, was the real proposition made in the d tch 
o which Mr. Everett made his celebrated answer; and when we respectfully 
declined her pro 1, we were informed through another dispatch that she 
held herself at liberty to act as she pleased for the future; and the British 
secretary actually pe ee witha ve face, to argue that England had 
equal interests with ourselves in the d of Cuba, raph- 
ical line, Cuba was no nearer to the United States than to the Island of 
Jamaica—-that delectable paradise of her negro savages. 

So much, sir, as regards any objections that may be made by land. 

But France, weare told, will be offended; her sence of justice will be shocked 
at our violation of national courtesy in desiring to a neighboring isle. 
The reproach come with a good grace, sir, from present Emperor of 
the French, who was so particularly regaraful of public law when at Boleehe 
and at Strasburg he attempted to overthrow the constitutional Government 
of his own coun for the purpose of ey that power which he has since 
shown was desi only for the tification of his own selfish ambition. We 
are to be called on to renounce all rights of national growth in deference, for- 
sooth, to France and England. We alone are not to grow; and the reason is 
that we declare our paar in advance, which gives to these intermeddling 
powers an opportunity of 
cabinets projects of invasion are entertai 
given; and, when reproached for 
is coolly informed in diplomatic 
en tae Bae ae trust aa 

m, the promp’ pere 
her to give an account of her seizure of 


ned and executed before notice is 
breaches of national law, the world 
that the 2 is un fait accompli. 
voice of England is raised on this ques- 
answer to be given will be toask 
Bay Islands in defiance of her 


treaty with us; tocall for her title tocontrol the 
Sion tenet aera rnc 


and 
she in the law of nations that 
fon we ahall be caaiy cn caaelll ntanoous settlement. arial 
° , on 
asked by what right he attempts to ~~ Fy 
of territory from when we are only 
who did the same ? Let him be asked what 
to buy 
England be ii 
acquisition is forbidden when 
effected by the exercise of 


Mr. President, there is one pararnount 
tion of annexation, which our self- 


Potion. te 
Let ne 


of their 
them. The Island of Cuba belongs not 
who inhabit it, and who alone have the 
ment they choose to live. 
Now, Mr. Tesedeas, hetarng this discourse 
few words, what my view is in relation to the 
prone. as the President the 
e Government of 8) 
ride or Spanish 
wil aot cule ties icined Se t 
no e the us, gran 
we will pay you a reasonable equivalent for the of your reve- 
nues, and make settlement hereafter with the people of Cuba for our 
vances.” 


If this offer be again refused, 
Waeneves capes penny 
people of Cuba the same aid that 
nies; the same alliance, offensi 


be aceorded them by your Government. 
If you so I can exhibit to you the originals of the documents men- 
tioned or set f in said statement. 


Should > Se seeeeey for 
based on the facts su ted, which I deem proof that we are now 
ee fest > Sede settee a me 
Beaging Four saw. and most fa’ of subject, I 
have ae Co renuain, Very FUMpOCy: Sara P 
To Hon. RIcHARD OLNEY, Alas. 
Becrehary of State of Ge Uae a ee ne 


WASHINGTON, D. C., December 7, 1895. 
not 


Sir: While admitting that, as a rule, 
ee ee en in 
t elaine of beigeteney 9 ces ee 
for the independence of the Cuban 


is in its that 

foremost Republic in the world, the United 

called upon to point out the causes leading to the present 
CAUSES OF THE REVOLUTION. 


causes are su’ 
from 1868 to 1878 and 
Govern 


raising an outcry; whereas in the secrecy of their |- 









ABSOLUTE INDEPENDENCE OR EXTERMINATION. 


E promise of reform made to peace in 1878 having been broken 
by the Government, and subsequent peaceful endeavor in that direo 

ion ha Cuba is y in condition described by Vat- 
tel (Law ations, sec. 291): 

“Tf his (the sovereign’s) not the rebels will have 
no security in him; vee wae ee wn thesword they 
must throw away as of it, and the 

olt will ha o other remaining sobein cupaltons that of etucly sntereamttins 
rev ve no 

e insurgents; these will become ; 


in ” 
oa only solution of the revolution in Cuba is independence or extermina- 
on. 


PRELIMINARY ORGANIZATION FOR REVOLT. 


¥ before the outbreak of the t hostilities the within and 
—— began to Ot sd onl 
tion, being satiafled, after repeated and patient endeavors, that 


J was 
set at liberty: bat before be could eave ths palace of 
was on ground had bought arms 
and was su court-martialed 
penal colony in Africa. 
GROWTH OF THE REVOLUTION. 


Se or tne ee eens, & ret 
der the of the most influen' 
under cWiaens of ; Masso, one ¢ tial 
Perez, José Miro, others. 

It was characterized 


or the movement, 
and sent in chains to the Spanish 


the Spanish Government asa negro and bandit 
movement, but many of most distinguished and wealthy white citizens 
of the district focked Se aeend et ak 
The thorities, through some tonomists, attempted 
persund® thes men to lay down their arms. Gon. hertetonns Muive wae 
wice # in this ~, bat positively Teteeed to entertain any 
absolute of 


nepotis which were not based on Cuba. 
the Ist of April Gens. Antonio and José Maceo, = Seeaiet. 
Augustia Ge all veteran leaders in the former revolt, at Duaba, 
oon eel cone troops in that > and on the llth of 
detachment received Maximo Gomez, José Piamedees Bortecse 


Cam: 


was, on the 16th of 
Arsenio 
Areenio Martings Gamjrs, the, prewnt commander in 


succeeded Gen. 
of the Spanish 


and Zu 


Ree eer TCT ee 


construction of wharves, were 


seriously contemplated. From very begi ef the uprising, 
betw : the : troops and theCntenes were of dail snanenee 
man ts of importance also took place, forts = & captured, 


It is of course useless to describe every skirmish in this province. The fol- 


nish Colonels Santoscildes 
; Ramon las Yaguas, where Colonel Garzon surprised and 


——— it Gallego and 50 men, who were disarmed and permitted 
£ ve unmolested—the troops sent to reenforce the Spaniards being also 
; EG .w General Masso and Solone! Estrada forced 
Santoscildes to to Bayamo, with t loss; Jarahuca, where General 
Maceo defeated General who more than 3,000 men under him. 
Combined of Gene: Antonioand José Maceo, who captured the 


town of Cristo and 20 rifles and 40,000 rounds, while Colonel Garzon took the 
town of Caney and Colonel Planas attacked a military convoy on the railroad, 


The town of uela was attacked by Colone! Guerra and Colonel 
Bastrada, who f the garrisons of the two forts to surrender. 

Juraguanas, whore Colonel Estrada, with 1,000 men, met an equal number 
of regulars defeated them. 


Guerra surprised a Spanish guerrilla under Boeras; made many 


to een the Spanish forces under Lieut, 
Col. U. Sanchez and obtained many rifles and ammunition, 

El Jobito: This was one of the most important engagements in the east. It 
took place near Guantanamo, and Lieutenant-Colonel Bach was killed and his 
- Maceo and Perez. 

About the middle of July Gen. Martinez Campos, urged by the numerous 

ts Hel that the Spanish forces in yamo were in 

t food or hospitals, 2nd were cut off from Man- 

and weg, Se hemneesin® movement of his lieutenants to crush the 
revolution at one blow, started from illo on the 12th for the purpose 


of relieving Bayamo, and intending thence to march west and drive Gomez 
into the line between the province of Santa Clara and Puerto 
Nemo ae ms catching the Cubans betwoen two fires. At the same time 
three columns were to march against Maceo and his forces from dif- 
ferent and surround and exterminate them. Campos, with 4,800 


men the of Gen. Fidel Santoscildes, met 3.600 Cubans under 
Generals Maceo and Rabi on the road to Bayamo at Peralejos. 
The battle which followed is known as the battle of Bayamo, Valenzuela, 
or Peralejos. It lasted eleven hours. Genera! Santosvildes fell in the early 
of the -t,and thereupon Campos himself tookcommand. The 
qunplstery rowted. were forced to kill all their mules and horses 
to form them a ; left their convoy, the wounded, and dcad on 
..and fled in disorder to Ba The of the Spaniards was 400 
killed and a larger number wound: The Cubans’ was 187 in ail. Maceo took 
care of the Spanish wounded, and sent word to Campus to send a detachment 
to receive them, which was done. 
General Cam: on reaching — sent for heavy reenforcements, with- 
erable number of troops from the province of Santa Clara. 
Generals Roloff, Sanchez, and Rodriguez landed in that province at about 
this time with a large amount of raw material, but not enough, as is proved, 
to fully arm all those who enthusiastically reshed to join them. Before the 
Spaniards had extricated Campos from his perilous position, the Cuban 
province of Santa Clara had been organized into the Fourth 
Army Corps, and operations were immediately begun. 
Santa Clara is one of the wealthiest provinces in the island. and to protect 
ee ereeeneences were called from Spain, as they 
“volunteers.” The best proof of this was that 
400 Spanish voiunteers, under Major Casallas, deserted and joined the Cuban 
ranks in a body at their first qpocrtuatty. taking with them all their arms, 
ammunitions, and supplies. Here, as in other provinces, skirmishes are of 
— occurrence, and many flerce encounters 


5 


i 


have taken place. Among the 
mts were the capture of Fort Taguasco by Gen. 


t 
Seven Ieanhen: Las Varas, where 2,000 Spanish troops under Colonel Rubin 
were defeated by Generals Roloff and chez; Cantabria. where Colonel 
Rego took man rsand war materials, and the raid and burning of 
the town of G de Miranda by Colonel Perez, and Cayo ino, where 
Colonel Lacret a@ severe defeat on the Spaniards under Colonel 
Molina. A most part of the work of the forces in Santa Clara, 
which occupied time and caused many encounters with the 


enemy, was the destruction of aes and telephone communications and 
railroads, of which there are many lines or branches in this district. 


GOMEZ'S CAMPAIGNS. 


Immediately on the landing of Generals Marti and Gomez they set cut to 
cross the province of San and enter that of Puerto Principe. It will be 
remembered that at about t time pos arrived in the island 
th reenforcements of over 10,000 men. The object of Gomez in marching 
into Principe was to lead those whom he knew were only expecting 
his arrival in that province in order totake the field. The citizens of Puerta 
or ey, asit is also called, hac the reputation of being rather 
conservative. and hence both Spaniards and Cubans waited their determina- 
tion with great interest. 
Gen. Martinez Campos boasted that the inbabitants of Cam 
never rise in revolt against Spain, but to mak 


4 


ney would 
e assurance doubly sure he 


ows @ cordon of troops numbering about 10,000 on the border between 
tiago and Puerto Principe to prevent the entry of Gomez into the latter 
district. Gomez and Marti on their westward journey with about 
300 men. In to the first line of troops at Boca de Dos Rios a 
severe contlict May 19, with a greatly superior force, in which 
José Marti was . Great joy was manifested by the Spaniards, who 
claimed that the revolution had received its deathblow in the loss of Marti, 
but Gomez continued his advance westward, and ordering a feint to be made 


by Gen. Antonia Maceo at a point in the north of the Spanish cordon, he sue- 
ceeded in eluding the enemy and entering the southern part of the province 
Puerto Principe in the beginning of June. Here he was joined by Salva- 


Betancourt, now the sident of the Republic, the most infiu- 
ential Cuban of that province, together with all the young men of the city, 
and his forces were rapidly swelled to thousands by additions from all parts 
of the province. ese he subsequently organized into the Third Army 

us Gomez was successful in this first campaign of the revolution. Imme- 
diately on his arrival in Camaguey he proceeded by a series of rapid cavalry 
movements to increase his supply of arms and ammunition. He capture 
and burned Alta Gracia and captured the fort of El] Mulato; he ent to pieces 
a Spanish Las Y s. The town and fort of San Jeronimo 


near eguas 
to him, and he attacked and raided the town of Cascorro, in all 
of which places many arms and ammunition as weli as prisoners were taken, 
the latter being invariably released. 

During the summer the city of Puerto Principe was constantly menaced 
iu order to allow Gomez to complete his organization of the province 
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He was much criticised by Gen. Martinez Campos for his inactivity during 
the summer, but the Spanish troops, nevertheless, did not interfere with his 
plans. Early in Juiy he issued the first of the now famous orders relative to 
the sugar crop, and announced hisintention of marching through Santa Clara 
and into Matanzas in the winter in order to superintend the carrying out of 
his decrees, increasing his military stores in the meantime, as well as securing 
the food supply of his army by corralling the cattleof the province in secure 
places 

As will be shown further on, General Gomez was, upon the establishment 
of the Government, confirmed as commander-in-chief of the Cuban forces. 

In order to carry out this winter campaign he placed Maj. Gen. José Maria 
Rodriguez in command of the Third Army Corps. The Spaniards explained 
the wonderful progress of the revolution by the fact that it is impossible for 
their soldiers to operate during the wet season, and stated that as soon as the 
winter or dry season set in, or, as it has been expressed by one of her diplo- 
matic representatives, after three days of a northern wind, the Cubans would 
be driven back from the provinces of Santa Clara and Puerto Principe in the 
province of Santiago, intending then, by a concentration of their entire fleet 
at the eastern end of the island, to cut off all basis of supplies and starve the 
Cubans into submission. At the beginning of the dry season Gomez had per- 
fected all the arrangements of his march to the west; he had ordered Gen. 
Antonio Maceo, with about 4,000 men, mostly infantry, to follow and join him 
at Sancti Spiritus, on the western boundary of Santa Clara, where Generals 
Roloff, Sanchez, Perez, and Lacret were waiting, under orders;for the advanve 
of the commander-in-chief. 

Between Se poorer of Santa Clara and Puerto peeves there is a line 
of forts extending from the town of Jucaro to the town of Moron, called the 
trocha. To prevent the entrance of Gomez into Santa Clara, Gen. Martinez 
Campos reenforced their garrisons and placed strong columns along the line 
to fil up the gaps. General Gomez, with a few hundred men, succeeded by 
@ series of maneuvers in getting through this line and falling upon the 
town of Pelayo, and captured the forts which guarded it, ether with the 
entire garrison and a large amount of arms and ammunition. He then 
moved north in the province of Santa Clara, into the district of Remedios, 
moved west, recrossed the trocha, and there joined forces with Gen. Antonio 
Maceo. The latter had marched his soldiers through the entire province of 
Puerto Principe, although four large Spanish columns were sent to interrupt 
his progress. These he succeeded in eluding, defeating them, however, dn 
several occasions. The combined forces of Maceo and Gomez, by a series of 
strategic movements, again succeeded in passing the trocha, their rear 

cuard defeating Colonel 8 ra, inflicting heavy loss and capturing nearly 
200 mules laden with arms, ammunition, and ——- 

On the arrival of the combined forces in Santa Clara, Gomez, takin 
charge of all the forces in the district, divided them, sending fiying out 
umns in advance under Generals Suarez, Perez, and Lacret, dispatchin 
others to Sagua, in the north, and toward Trinidad, in the south. Maceo’s 
qos made a demonstration on the city of Santa O which was now 

artinez Campos’s headquarters, while Gomez threatened Cienfuegos. In 
ali the operations which now foliowed General Gomez had —— forces in 
his rear, so that his retreat, if made necessary, would not be cut off. 

ine on the threate of Cienfu General Martinez Cam: 
removed his headquarters from Santa Clara to Cienfuegos, and thence dis- 
pene a iarge number of troops to form a line between Cienfuegos, Las 

ruces, and as, to impede the westward march of the Cuban army. 
Still) advancing westward, and ordering a concentration of his troo 
Gomez outflanked the Spanish command, his rear guard distracting their 
a and engaging them severely at Maltiempo, in the western part of 

e province. 

On the border of Matanzas Gomez radiated his troops, Gen. Sate 
Bandera on the north, General Maceo in the center, Genera mez lf 
to the south, while Generals Suarez, Perez, Lacret, and other officers at- 
tracted the attention of the enemy by rapid marches and raids. Martinez 
Campos had n changed his headquarters, this time mcving to Colon, in 
the prevince of Matanzas; he hoped that the § forces tothe rear of the 
Oubans would be able to cooperate with him, but every means of communi- 
cation by railroad, telephone, or telegraph had been Ser destroyed by 
the Cubans in their progress, and no word could be sent nor soldiers trans- 

orted quickly enough for a combined attack of frontand rear of the Cubans. 
rom this time on peg | was very sharp, and, as the order of Gomez con- 
cerning the a he sugar crop was are being disobeyed in 
Mutanzas and Santa Clara, the torch was ae. and it is estimated thata 
very insignificant part of the sugar ~_* be exported this season. 
ith calls for the protection of the tations in Santa Clara and Matan- 
gas to attend to, the cities of Santa eoneng my ys Matanzas, Cardenas, 
and Colon threatened, with all communications to the east, except by water, 
eut off, with the Cuban forces still advancing in oblique ions to the 
west, Martinez Campos concentrated as many troops as possible, sending to 
the most easterly province, that of Santiago, all the troops that could be 
spared from that district, he himself inc his soy te am with 
the advance of Gomez to Jovellanos, thence to Limonar, to tanzas, and 
finally to Habana, where, at the present writing, he is actively en in 
fortifying the land approaches to the capital, while he has hurri the 
neighborhood of Batabano as many troops as could be spared, withdrawing 
aven a large number of the marines from the fleets, thus assigning them to 
shore duty. Even the lineat Batabano has been broken by the Cuban forces, 
and all communications to the east have been cut off. 

So grave has the situation become that martial law has been proclaimed 
in the provinces of Habana and Pinar del Rio, so that the entire d from 
Point Maysi to Cape Antonio is now declared to be in a state of siege. The 
censorship of the press has been e more rigid than ever, and an order 
issued for the delivery of all horses in the island to the § Government 
at prices ranging from $18 to $35. It is not intended to pay for these in cash, 
as only certificates of the delivery of the horses to the Government, with the 
value of the animal as fixed by the latter, are given to the owners. Either this 
is an extreme war measure, en only because of absolute necessity and of 
the scarcity of money, or it is another example of the gentle meth of the 
Spanish Government in its treatment of the Cuban and his —. 

‘While the westward march of Gomez was in p: Gens. cisco Car- 
rillo and José M. irre landed on the eastern end of the island with a con- 
siderable supply munitions, including some artillery, and succeeded in 
marching through the provinces of San and Puerto Principe into that 
of Santa C! capturing several forts on the way. General illo has 
taken command in the Remedios district, where his personal popularity has 
cansed thousands to join him. General Aguirre re to the commander- 
in-chief, and is now assisting in the operations of Matanzas. 


it was not the intention of General Gomez when he planned his winter | 


campaign to march on and lay py to the capital, his only object being to 
pravea a the grinding and export of the sugar crop and the co uent flow 
of treasure into the Epanish coffers, and to demonstrate to the world that he 
could control the provinces and enforce his orders. 
While this m: of the main bodies of troops westward has been carried 
the Cuban forces of the other army corps have also succeeded in arree 
owt the orders peameraing sugar cane and preventing the establishment o 
Spanish lines of communication. As artillery has now been introduced into 
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the Cuban army, forts are more easily taken. has been com- 
munication from the interior to coast; of the vy have 
frequently been engaged by the in one case # amail armed 
coast-guard vessel was ca’ them. 

nape are received by the Cu at convenient 
transferred tothe interior. When it isremem! 
1861 to 1878 there were never more than 10,000 armed 
that these rarely, if ever, took the offensive, and 
maintain an army of 120,000 men in the field, 
unteers in the strict sense of the term; that 


of whom 
tle band 
spend in the ten years over 000,000 and 


over 
when in contrast we see in t 
Cubans in the field, directed by veterans of the last war. 
offensive, and that now Cuban does not fight against 
ultimate success of the Cuban arms must appear to an impartial observer, 
especially in the light of Gomez's wonderful western march, ara that in two 
months more the ¢ te will again militate against the Spanish troops. 

MILITARY ORGANIZATION. 


The mili organization of the Cubans is ample and complete. 

Maj. Gen. imo Gomez is comman as we have said, of all 
the forces, a veteran of the last revolution, as are the generals 
almost without exception. Maj. Gen. Antonio Maceo is second in = 


of the army of liberation, and was, until called upon to cooperate wi 
commander in chief in tho late march to the western province, in command 
: in Santiago, one in 


The army is at present divided into five ogee 
A vied inae Aieiibenn, toome aauiat nike vegiaeeate; 
ons, ; 
the forces are moreover divided into ey ae sides havi 
engineers, and lately 
in command with of 
neral. 

. Gen. Partolme Masso co 

mmanding divisions and 
Pedro Perez, Oe 


and 0 pores manere S 


and brigades are commanded 


Aguirre. 

Pag nant ny when marge nt 
late invasion ot Gemes 

force has been 


000 men, ; the third, of 
‘ourth snd Fifth Corpe consisted hofors 
of over 20,000 both and cavalry, w 
bly increased in re. Of the 50,000 
See eae . field, more than = are fully armed 
k of full ni the army is now proceeding ; 
higher grades and hina are all by the Govern 
etished. as a ieee Giochi and thet a 
esta , as well as for the man : 
ments. The hospitals for the sick and wounded are also oi 
Cross societies have offered their cooperation, but the commander 
oe Des retanen ws Show | pee enter the = 
discipline arm strict and marauding 
as was done in the case of Lieut. Alberto an 


w 
with the “ plateados,”* men who, 
of affairs inthe country, have tarnelt bandits. 
tion is entirely volunteer, without pay. 


As above indicated, José Marti was the head of the preliminary civil organ- 
ization, and he, immediately w landing with in Cuba, issued a call 
for the selection of ropresentatives of the Cuban is a civil gov- 
ernmen 

His death tponed for a time the 

ning of September the call 


war, Maric HMenocal. of Metanzas; su 
Caste , 4 subsecretary 
Baracoa! edie of foreign relations, 
The installation of these officers duly followed. The of the general 
in chief and the second in command, who is to bear the of lieu t- 
ee ST ei ae nee in the unanimous of Maximo 
mez 

by 


a Antonio Maceo, respectively. 
a the same ne the ne — 
potentiary an eral agent a 
ean ed, Tomas Estrada Palma. The 
area ininly thaceatior thy qovécusni ieee simadiiedl tata suas 
Tr - 
Gomez, in Panes P the latter took the 
t rho there gathered for this purpose raslkeietinnibetasomibanader: 
Troops, W" 
in cle Sn t atti roceeded to the province of Santiago, where 
vernment cou en 
Gan. sabes Maceo and his forsee took oath Sante Clare 


Thence the council proceeded to the of to inspectand 
administer the oath to the sraope the Fourth Firth ‘nom Corps 


They are now on their of Santiago, where their perma- 


a 
blic the 


of the Cu 
tials tome are hereto 


the 
ment, are 
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restrained or terrified, by any means necessary to place Cuba in the shortest | very . must jikewiee feel = deep cvameihy with o yermle pie 
time in possession of her dearest ideal. I therefore place the responsibility | treading in ae * have written Government Republis 
for so great a ruin on those who look on impassively and force us to those | of Cuba the following 
extreme measures which they then condemn like dolts and hypocrites that “New Yors, December 23, 1395. 
they are. After so many years of copes. humilia contumely, 
banishment, and death, when this people, of its own will, has mn in arms, 
Shore sesneas 20 other —— but to triumph, it matters not what means | «My DisTiNGUISHED FELLOW-COUNTRYMAN: There have been many 
are employed to accomp. . com made from various sources that tizens 
“This people can not hesitate between the wealth of Spain and the liberty | o¢ apictote = ———, has been = “2 
of Cuba. Its greatest crime would be to stain the land with blood without | of jjberation in 
effecting its purposes, because of puerile scruples and fears which do not con- 
cur with the character of the men who are in the field, challenging the fu 
of an army which is one of the bravest in the world, but which war 
without enthusiasm or faith, fll fed, and unpaid. The war did not begin 
February 24; it is about to begin now. 
“The war had to be organized; it was necessary to calm and lead into the 
roper channels the revolutionary spirit, always exaggerated in the 
by wild enthusiasm. The struggle ought to a in obedience to a 
method more or less studied, as the result of the er of this war. of N American interests. ’ 
This has already been done. Let Spain now send her soldiers to rivet the “T say this because Iam sure that, at least after 
chains of her slaves; the children of this land are in the fleld, armed with | ency you will do your utmost to the interests of 
the weapons of liberty. The struggle will be terrible, but success will crown hich warmly sym us in our present 
the revolution and efforts of the oppressed. E ry that you en this subject your most: 
MAXIMO GOMEZ, Generalin Chief.” | tion, I remain your devoted friend, for country and ; 
The reasons underlying this measure are the same which caused this coun- T. 
try to destroy the cotton crop and the baled cotton in the South during the In view of the of this revolution as herein stated, in view of the 
war of the secession. rapid its successes in 
The sugar crop is a source of large income to the Spanish Government, operation, and ie deen ens the 
see : y, tax bw’ iy fustitied, as — - ee . The action of the a contrast in front 
nsurgents is y justified, use >, speak, control and 
on land —a gabvantion of the gathering and hence the export of the commod- 2 a 


ity with, naturally, a punishment for the violation thereof. Spanish ¢. one Seman Be 


PROTESTS OF ALIENS. 


Strenuous protests have, too, been made by and on behalf of aliens residing 
in or having property in Cuba. 

it is admitted in civilized warfare that the property of alien residents, 
whether they arein sympathy with the enemy or not, when in the track of war. 
is subject to war's casualties, and that all property which might be of aid and 
comfort to the enemy may be taken or destroyed, the commander in the fleld 
being the judge of the e ncy and pocssuiies which dictate such action. 

This proposition has been laid down by the State Departmentand the Supreme 
Court of this country in the matter of the destruction of cotton in the late 
war. 

The provision of the constitution of the Republic of Cuba that the citizens OLNEY, 
of a country which acknowledges the Cubaus an egpneaee shall be exempt Secretary of State of the United States of America. 
from the payment of taxes and contributions to Republic naturally 
implies that the property of such citizens, after the granting of belligere: 
by their country, even h 7 the laws of war itis contraband 
may be seized or destroyed, will be absolutely respected, and, I have all rea- 
oon to assert, will be under the special protection of the Cuban Government 
and its army. 

For aliens to ask this protection as a right while their Government denies 
the existence of the belligerency of the Cabans might well be considered by 
the latter as allowing aid and comfort to go to their enemy, simply on the 
expectation that some time in the future the Government of those aliens 
may, out of gratitude to the Cubans, acknowledge, what is after all but a 
state of fact, belligerency. In the meantime the aid and comfort thus al- | been harsher or more obstinately harassing; 
lowed by the Cubans to flow to the Spaniards must strengthen the latter and | with more gagetinees and less foresight than 
thus draw out the struggle or weaken the former. General Gomez explains | more prudent, more long-suffering, more 
tke importance of this measure in the following letter: Cuba in ite Darel saking for its 7 

Provi f Ben fete aeeoeior ei and, having done so, it 
-; ince oO, nta Clara, Decem 8, 1896. 
“To Tomas EsTRAGA PALMA. dena ont bad shown good 

“My Dear AND Esteemxp Frienp: Itis not long since I wrote you, but an 
opportunity offers by which I may send you a few words of encor~ ent 
and good cheer. Restassured I write you whenever I can, which isnot often, 
owing to the great amount of work which at present falls upon my shoulders 
I know the pen is mightier than the sword, but my mission at present 1s with 
the latter; others must wield the vl 

“ Bight days Gen. Antonio and myself met and fought the enemy 
with our forcesinconjunction. The column, including infantry cav- 
airy, and artillery were our superiors in number, but the arms of the Cuban 
Republic were again victorious. I have not time at present to go into details 
of the battle, they will follow later. Suffice it to say, Spanish reports to the 
contrary notwithstanding the “tT, 

Bigs me may be slow. but it will sure sn Sou. If you neng of 
our retreat, remember w mporary and for a purpose. Our was Spanish states. 
faces are turned toward the west,and nothing will stop us. The result of and he ‘of the 
my a as we fader 2 is that the Spaniards are in meen = a sbroguced the 
everything—money, sympathy, soldiers, and even leaders w ve pow 
and courage in the righteousness of their cause. ny — in Cuba, 


‘¥f Cuban valor and resolution de not fail ps, and if the hearts of Cuba's on as the “Junta de beard for the encouragement fie 


children do not weaken, I have every reason lieve that the close of the 


ee campaign now initiated will find everything satisfactorily settled political interven i aoe use ee oa : 4 ie 
and Cu ree. 
“I know that unfavorable comment has been made on some of the methods ame | ss senrers of the .— _— S 
we bave been forced to employ in this revolution, but it will not do to listen | Gg. on whom au was 
to the complaints of the superficial and irresponsible. No sugar crop must | 4 ees cane tt . This that the 
me this a under any poem ye or for an ae eee Habana, was master of the life d property of 
t is the source from which enemy still hopes and dreams of obtain mean Spain 

its serene. To prevent that end, for the of cur country, has been an = —— ee a om as aera 
sha our me. 

“ We are Cubans, and have one great aim in view, one glorious object to 
obktain—the freedom = — ——— and ee It is et more importance 

us then glory, public applause, or an . eryt 
follow in time. have never | believed in or adviskd 2 
but it must bea radical one. First of all we must triumph; to 
ective means, although they may appecr 


who 
- : all the outrages that can h’ 
pothing 80 so dishonorable, so inexcusable, in the eyes of the the work government that 
world as failure. Vi within our reach. To hesitate, to delay it, to of 8 . 


: y i wondered, then, that an uninterrupted of 
endanger it now, would stupid, would be cowardly, would be criminal. should have been inaugura Cuba 
‘We will succeed first; the applause of the world wiil follow. To do other- | 951, conspired in i gedl pak Lt in 1G, and 
wise would be not to love one’s country. I have never felt more confident | now “ee February of the S 
than at the present moment. You can rest assured that Cuba will soon | “ But at the same time Cuba has never ask 
achieve her absolute independence. Its people, before shouldering the rifle, for 
“Ever your true friend, “MAXIMO GOMEZ.” toof and the invasions 

As I have through various sources been approached on this subject in ey me Cuba S the = 
behalf of of American citizens on the island, and as I know the men him in the . 
cordial frien which the Cubans bear to the Government and people of | cer of slavery, the horrors of the in 
the United States of America, feeling assured that this country, from its | holders, the abuses of the Government, the discontent 
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régime. These are the three forms of official spoliation, but they are not the Everybody is aware of 
only forms of spoliation industry has been 
When the war of 1878 came to an end two-thirds of the island was com- 
pletely riined. The other third, the poysiatice of which had remained 
peacefnl, was abundantly productive; but it had to face the great economical 
change involved in he ingens abolition of slavery. Slavery had received 
ite death blow at the hands of the insurrection, and Cuban insurrectionists 
succeeded at the close of the war in securing its eventual abolition. Evi- 
dently it would have been a wholesome and provident policy to lighten the tition with its every or 
fiscal burdens of a country in such a condition. § wns only bent on mak- | the sugar produced wit 
ing Cuba pay the cost of the war. The metropolis overwhelmed the colony | Ouban —- by Bem ewe on by i 
with enormous budgets, reachiug as high a figure as $46,000,000, and this only ; has n ted 
to cover the obligations of the State, or rather to fill the unfathomable gulf Barcel 
left by the wastefulness and plunder of the civil and military administration | The Spanish Government oppresses 
during the years of war, and to meet the expenses of the military occupation | & ; taxes the introduction of 
of the country. Here follow a few figures: © budget for the fiscal year of | the production of 
1878 to 1879 amounted to $46,594,000; that of 1879 to 1880 to an equal sum; that 
of 1882 to 18838 to $35,869,000; that of 1885 to 1884 to $34,180,000; that of 1884 to 1885 
to the same sum; that of 1885 to 1886 to $34,169,000. For the remaining years, 
to the present time, the amount of the budget has been about $26,000,000, this 
being the figure for 1893 to 1804, and to be the same by prorogation for the 
current fiscal year. _ 
The gradual reduction that may be noted was not the result of a desire to 
reduce the overwhelming burdens that weigh — the country. It was 
imposed by necessity. Cuba was not able by far to meet such a monstrous 
exaction. It was a continuous and threatening deficit that imposed these 
reductions. In the first of the above-named years the revenue was $8,000,000 
short of the Ley or 9 per In the second year the deficit reached 
the sum of $20,000,000. In 1883 it was nearly $10,000,000. In the following years 
the deficits averaged nearly $4,500,000. At = the accumulated amount 
of all these deficits reaches the sum of $100,000,000. 
As a consequence of such a reckless and senseless financial course, the debt 
of Cuba has been increased toa fabulous sum. In 1868 we owed $25,000,000. 
When the present war broke out our debt, it was calculated, reached the net 
sum of $190,000,000, On the dist of July of the current ro the Island of Cuba 
was reckoned to owe $295,707,264in bulk. Considering its population, the debt 
of Cuba exceeds that of all the other American countries, uding the United | 
States. T)e interest on this debt imposes a burden of $9.79 on each inhabit 
ant. The French people, the most overburdened in this respect, owe only 
$6.30 per inhabitant. 
This enormous debt, contracted and saddled upon the country without its 
knowledge; this heavy load that grinds it and does not permit its ——_ to 
capitalize their income, to foster its pay ee eg or even to entertain its 
industries, constitutes one of the most, iniquitous forms of liation the isl- 
and has to bear. In it are included a diebt of Spain to the United States; the 
expenses incurred by Spain when she occupied Santo Domingo; those for the 
invasion of Mexico in alliance with Franceand England; the expenditures for 
her hostilities against Peru; the money advanced to the Spanish treasury 
during its recent Carlist wars; and all that Spain has mt to uphold its 
domination in Cuba and tocover the lavish expenditures of its ad tration 
since 1868. Not a cent of this enormous sum has been spent in Cuba to ad- 
vance the work of improvement and civilization. It has not contributed to 
build a single kilometer of highway or of railroad, nor to erect a single light- 
bouse or deepen a single port; it has not built one a or opened one pub- 
lic school. Sucha heavy burden has been left to the future generations with- 
out & single compeenne or benefit. 
But the nak res of the Cuban budgets and of the ate debt tell 


very little in ro to their true importance and signification as machines 
to squeeze out the substance of a people's labor. It is necessary to examine 
closer the details of these accounts and expenditures. 

Those of Cuba, according to the last budgets or appropriations, amount to 
$26,411,314, distributed as follows: 


— arya gem ‘ $3") - & ro seanaaie aan 
epartment of justice (courts, e y men soon “ 
pepartunent of war ; The injury done to Cuba and the oul eines pretated by Cte comanareies 

epartinent of the treasury 727, 802. 45 | legislation are beyond an eye at 
Department of the navy .65 | have engendered pont eee t. = de Sel fam 
Government, administration 4, 085, 071. 43 | cultores,” the of ee ere 
Interior improvements (fomento) 746, 925. on these commercial laws in severe i 

. It would be impossible to explain, the attempt be 

There are in Cuba 1,631,687 inhabitants according to the last census, that of of the laws as 

I ie anaeent” Wes eee needs areeee menos eae by cosraes Oba 

or eae’ ; e n y 01 r : 
Reducing the Cuban dollars to pesetas at the oneen rate of for 500 
pesetas, there results that the Cubans have to pay a tribute of 85.16 pesetas 
for each inhabitant, more than double the amount a Spaniard has to puy in 
his European country. 

As showa above, most of this excessive burden is to cover entirely unpro- 
ductive expenditures. The debt consumes 40.89 per cent of the total amount. 
The defense of the our its own native inhabitants, the only ene- 

j n, SERIE Re cast of the. ereay, She navy, the civil 
guard, and the of public order, takes 86.59 per cent. ere re- 
mains for all the other ex tures required by civilized life 22.52 per cent. 

And of this percentage State reserves to us—what a liberality !—2.75 per 
cent to prepare for the future and develop the resources of the country! 

Let us see now what 8 has done to permit at least the development of 
natural wealth and the ustry of a country impoverished by this fiscal 
eee. the work of cupidity, eempuaaeee, an oaseselthe. Let us see 
whether that nation has left at least some vitality to Cuba, in order to con- 
tinue exploiting it with some profit. _ 

‘Tbe economical organization of Cuba is of the simplest kind. It produces 
to export, and Pe<e almost <a it consumes. In view of this, it is 
evident that all that Cuba required from the State was that it should not 
hamper its work with excessive burdens nor hinder its commercial relations, 
so that it could buy cheap where it suited her and sell her products with profit. 
Spain has done the contrary. She has treated the tohacco as an enemy; 
she has loaded the sugar with excessive imposts; she has shackled with 
excessive and abusive excise duties the cattle-raising industry, and with her 
legislative doings and a. she has thrown obstacles in the way of the 
mining industry. And to ca © climax, she has tightly bound Cuba in the 
network of a monstrous f and a commercial | tion which subjects 
the colony, at the end of the nineteenth century, to the ruinous monopoly of 
the producers and merchants of certain regions of Spain, as in the halcyon 
days of the colonial compact. 

e district which produces the best tobacco in the world, the famous 
Vueita Abajo, lacks every means of transportation afforded by civilization 
t» foster and increase the value of its products. No roads, no bridges, or 
even ports are found there. The State in Cuba collects the taxes, but does 
not invest them for the benefit of any industry. On the other hand, those 
foreign countries desirous of eouunes the rich tobacco-raising indinetey 
have ciosed their markets to our pri product by im upon it 
ren trea ssote ithad fey of Wl 80 laeecy aon — Is this 

tion from our with a duty on every 
not » stroke of actual insanity? 











It is true, however, that an explicit legal text was not necessary for the 
t to nullify the Eeecepte of tue constitution. This was promul- 





every ve to accompany in Cuba, with a preamble providing that the Governor-General and his 

yr - SSS a 
was a o continu ras ore said promu tion, 

gone 1800 December of 1891 there was a strike of wharf laborers in the Province o' 





Santa Clara. To end it the governor captured the strikers and banish 
them = mess Se + eo of Pinos. . 
The depo: ons for tical offenses have not been discontinued in Cuba, 
aoe dimen isis. is stated . that no executions for political offenses have taken 
since , it is because the Government has resorted to the more sim- 
ple expedient of assassination. General Polavieja has declared with utmost 
coolness that in December of 1880 he had persons seized in Cuba, Palma, 
San Luis, Songo, Guantanamo, and Sagua de Tanamo, and transported the 
same day and at the same hour to the African island of Fernando Po. At 
a of tion of 1879-80 it was a frequent occurrence for the 
ernment to send to the penal colonies of Africa the Cubans who had 
capitulated. sae wenenary which Gen. José Maceo was a victim carries 
us to the darkest times of the war of Flanders and the conquest of America. 
Ouba with horror the dreadful assassination of Brig. Gen. Arcadio 
Leyte perpetrated in the Bay of Nipe in September of 1879. War had 
just broken out anew in the easterndepartment. Brig. Gen. Leyte Vidal re- 
sided in Ma: by the solemn promise of the Spanish commander-in- 
chief of that zone that he would not be molested. One month had not elapsed 
the uw , however, when, havi me to Nipe, he was invited by the 
commander of gunboat Alarma to take dinner on board. Leyte Vidal 
went on board che quabost, but never returned. He was strangled ina boat 
by three sailors his corpse was cast inte the sea. This villainous deed 
was committed in compliance with an order from the Spanish general, Po- 
ene. Tomes Leyte Vidal, a cousin to Arcadio, miraculously escaped 
same 








ben the State 
ants, delays in the of to obtain a more 
empty the purse of the taxpayer OT in dinort tho ncllle tend mnie te 
Dee Ticemnntal innmenatiens leva wave than énas been out to 
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of was indicted or a The m deaths of Cubans who had capitulated long before have 
er There were, in 1891, 360 officials indicted in Cuba for | been frequent in Cuba. Toone of these deaths was due the uprising of Tu- 
fraud; not one of them was nas de Bayamo in 1879. 

But how could they be ? official who comes to Cuba hasan If the personal safety of the Cubans, in a period which the Spaniards would 
influential patron in the of Madrid, for whose protection he pays depict with brilliant colors, continues at the mercy of their rulers, who are 
regularity. This is a public secret. Salamanca gave it out in plain | aliens in the country both by birth and in ideas, have the Cubans’ honor and 
words, and before and after General all new property any better entoguard? ls theadministration of justice good, or even 

leaders are well known who draw the e ? Thev ea of a lawsuit frightens every honest Cuban. No- 

officeholders of Cuba, who are, as a matter of fervent advo- | body trusts the honesty or independence of the judges. Despite the provi- 

cates of the y of Spanish rule in Cuba. But ucracy sions of the constitution, without warrant and for indefinite time, imprison- 

moreover in Spain that it has ments are most common in Cuba. The trates can tighten or locsen the 

of the courts of justice. There isa decree (that of | elastic meshes of the judicial proceedings. y know well that if they curr 

) in force in Cuba which that the ordinary can - | favor with the Government they can doanything without incurring respons!- 

as bstraction, or malversation of pu bility. They consider themselves, and without thinking it a disgrace, as 

f , ote., committed by officials of the administration, if their guilt | mere political tools. The presidents and attorneys-general of the * audi- 

is not investigation. The encias " receive their instructions at the Captain-(teneral’s office. Twice have 

tion is, therefore, its own judge. further security does the corrupt | the governors of Cuba aimed at onaianne * apecial tribunal to deal with 

the offenses 6 Se. thereby unde: e constitution. Twice has 

Itt. “= foecial a om —, More ¢ an = aan a straightforward 

that and . | an uw n ry a case in whic e interests of influ- 

gine ae ee in the governmen : oon ine eotee ential people were involved. On such occasions the straightforward judge 
f tg has been re by a special jud, 

ve exclusively in Cuba, and have con- y ge. ; v2 

tinued it until have ruined the many Can t In a coun be money = pasteteiy cnet to spat civil ane mili- 

tem any benefits that compensate f: tary bureau: appropr on for the administration of justice does not 

ed kid of w cg ent cement reach $500,000. the other hand, the sales of stamped paper constitute a 

ore than one t has tried to itself the ma — or} 000. Thus the State derives a pecuniary profit from its admin- 

it has or with the safety it has secured to its citize’ istration of jus 
to certain manifestations of . ite. Is it, then, a wonder that the reforms that Lave been attempted by estab- 


lower and her courts to take cognizance of criminal cases and by 






for any of these = ; nas Pn we soni pak have contrtbated in the least | 
safety is am us. Outla as well: s men of law. mprove administration of justice? Onerous services have been exacte 

at will of the = 2 the peace, ‘and t the life ot the Bot low, hove fren | people wenoas proper compensation as gratuitous services. The Ger 

Cu The civil oe police), far from being the guardians, have | ernment, so splendidly ral when its own expenses are in question, haggles 





for the last cent when d with truly useful and reproductive services. 

Is the Cuban compensated for his absolute deprivation of political power, 

the fiscal extorti and the monstrous deficiencies of judicial administra- 
the mate Pp rity of his Seuaney? No man acquainted with 
the in te relations which exist between the fiscal régime of a country 
and its economical system will believe that Cuba, crushed as it is by unrea- 
sonable budgets and an enormous debt, can be rich. The income of Cuba in 
most prosperous times has been calculated at $80,000,000. The state, pro- 
and municipal cha take much more than 40 per cent of this 
amount. This fact explainsitself. We need not draw any inferences there- 
Let us confine ourselves to casting a glance over the aspect presented 
the ——— industrial, and real-estate interests in Cubaat the begin- 

of t resent year. 

Despite the prodigious efforts made by private individuals to extend the 
cultivation of cane and to raise the sugar-making industry to the 
eae it has reached, both the colonists and the proprietors of the sugar plan- 

ions and the sugar mills (centrales) are on the brink of bankruptcy and 
lling the output coping an that they would not get sufficient 
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cover the cost of keep: and repairing their colonies and sugar 
There is not yy agricultural bank in Cuba. The “hacendado” 
to recur to usurious loans and to pay 18 and 20 per 
cent for the sums which they borrowed. Not long ago there existed in Ha- 
the Spanish Bank, the Bank of Commerce, the Industrial Bank, the 
of St. Joseph, the of the Alliance, the Bank of Maritime Insur- 
ances, and the Savings Bank. Of these there remain to-day only the Spanish 
Bank, which has been converted into a vast state office, and the Bank of Com- 
merce, which owes its existence to the railways and warehouses it possesses. 
None of these give any aid to the sugar industry. 
The cigar- industry, which was in such flourishing condition a short 
oon a so low that fears are entertained that it may emigrate 
ba. The 
















While the armed police force were beating and peaceful b- | entirely a weekly El Tabaco came to the conclusion that the 
itants, the high were allowed to to devastate exportation of from Cuba would cease entirely within six years. 
country at their Although three assigned in the budget | From 1889 to 1804 the exportation from the port of Habana had decreased by 
2 service of public _ there are such as the Province 116,200,000 cigars. 

Principe, where its have to arm ves City real estate has fallen to one-half and in some cases to one-third the 
pndertake the pursuit of the bandits. case of an army of | value it had before 1854. A building in Habana which was erected at a cost 
5, or 6.000 troops being sent to pursue a handful of highwaymen within a ea te oe ; 
bu territory t succeeding 1n ie a special md bonds tell the same story. Almost all of thera are quoted in 
= reau was established in for tion of highwaymen, and | Habana with heavy discounts. 

a bulous sums were spent it. The the su The cause of the ruin of Cuba, despite her sugar output of 1,000,000 tons and 
doing was to bargain with a bandit and ve and kill him on | her vast tobacco fields, can be easily explained. Cuba does not capitalize, 

N the steamer Baldomero in the Bay of Habana. and it does not capitalize because tlie fiscal régime imposed upon the coun- 
tall ee ee the existence of highwaymen has served ag & pretext to cur. try does not tit. The money derived from its large exportations does 
jepleteen ne of the ordinary courts and submit the Cubans to the | notreturn ei in the form of importations of goods or of cash. It remains 
Which bad cltendy beetomeaiieced Intent toe cokech ote me totes DUET EIEE Petatasds wate bacten 40 cond thetr earnings out of 

ws o s who hasten to send their earnings out o 
2 militar) provides that the offenses persons and the means ocean to pay from our treasury the pensioners who live in Spain, and 





to meet the ts forwarded by every 1 from Cuba by the Spaniards as 
bute to their political patrons in the metropolis, and to help their fam 

















Cuba pays $2,192,795 in pensions to those on the retired list and to superan- 
nuated officials not in service. Most of thie money is exported. The first 
chapters of the Cuban aes imply the ex ion of over $10,600,000. Cuba 
pays a subsidy of $471,836.65 to the Transat tic Company. It would be im- 
possible to calculate the amount of money taken out of Cuba 
individuals; but this constant e of cw y is 
contented in Cuba and that every body mistrusts . The consequence 
is that, notwithstanding the apparently favorable commercial balance, ex- 
change is constantly and toa high degree Ouba. 

On the other hand if Cuba labors and strives to be on the same plane as its 
most progressive competitors, this is the work of her own people, who do 
not mind ne sacrifices: but the Government cares little or nothing about 
securing to the country such means of furthering its development as are con- 
signed in the budget under the head of “* Fomento.” 

And now, at the outbreak of the present war, Spain finds that, althow 
the ae consigned in our budgets since 1878 amount to near y 
eri ),000, not a single military road has been built, no fortifications, no 

ospitals, and there is no material of war. The State has not provided even 
fer its own defense. In view of this fact, nobody will be surprised to hear 
that a country 670 kilometers long, _ an — of 118.883 square kilometera, 


has only 246} lineal kilometers of Toads, these almost exclusively in 
the province of Habana. In that of Sant de Cuba thereare 9 kilometers; 
in Puerto Principe and Las Villas not asingle one. Cuba has 3,506 kilometers 


of seashore and 54 ports; only 15 of these are open to commerce. In the 
labyrinth of keys, sand banks, and breakers adjacent to our coasts there are 
only 19 light-houses of all classes. Many of our ports,some of the best among 
them, are filling up. The coasting steamers can hardly pass the bars at the 
entrance of the ports of Nuevitas, Gibara, and San de Cuba. 
Private parties have sometimes been willing to remedy these evils; but then 
the central administration has interfered, and after years of red tape th 
have remained worse than before. In the course of twenty-eight years only 
139 kilometers of highroads were built in Cuba; 2 first-class light- 

were erected, 3 of the second class, and 1 of the fourth 3 beacon lights 
and 2 port lights; 246 meters of wharf were built, and a few ports were 
superficially cleaned and their shoals marked. This was all he other 
aoe. the ne of public works consumes unlimited millions in 

and In re rs. 

The angles of public hygiene in Cuba is proverbial. The technical com- 
mission sent by the United States to Habana to study the yellow fever-de- 
clared that the port of the capital of Cuba, owing to the inconceivable filth, 
is a permanent source of infection, against which it is te take pre- 
cautions. There is in Habana, however, a “junta de — ™“ (board of port 
wardens) which collects dues and spends them with the same munificence as 
the other bureaucratic centers. 

Does the Government favor us more in the matter of education? It will 
suffice to state that only $182,000 are conpnes to — instruction in our 
splendid budget. And it may be ved that the University of Habana is a 

niary profit to the State. On the other hand, this institution 

laboratories, instruments, and even without water to on 
experiments. All the countries of America, Bolivia, all of them, 
dad, and Guadalu re the colored race 


including Haiti, Jamaica, Trini Re Ww 

predcminates, spend a great deal more than the ban Government for the 
education of the pecple. On the other need oe Chile nds as much as 
Cuba for the support of an army. In view of this it is easily explained why 
78 per cent of such an intelligent and wide-awake le as t of Cuba can 
not read and write. The most necessary instruct: 
and industrial, does not exist. The careers and 

modern civilization are not cultivated in Cuba. In order to become a topog- 
rapher. a scientific agriculturist, an electrician, an industrial or mechanical 
engineer, a rai or ing engineer, the has to fr to a foreign 
country. The State in Cuba does not —— a single public library. 

Are the deficiencies of the a gime msaated by the wisdom 
of its administration? Every e the Spanish Government has undertaken 
the solution of any of the rut problems pending in Cuba it has only con- 
fused and made it worse. It has solved it blindly or yielded to the infinence 
of those who were to profit by the ae. It will be sufficient to recall the 
withdrawal from circulation of the bank notes, which proved to be a highl 
Incrative transaction for a few persons, but which only embarrassed 
impaired the monetery circulation of the island. From 
the cost of living became 40 per cent dearer. The 
difficult. 


entered in circa 
old coin) and make small transactions ‘ 
panish Government had transformed adebt on which it had no interest to 
pay into a debt es high rate of interest. It is true that, in exchange, 
all the retail dealers whose votes it was desirable to keep derived very large 
profits from the operation. dealersare, of course, Spaniards. 


IV. 


In exchange for all that Spain withholds from us, they say that it has given 
us liberties. Thisis a mockery. The liberties are onan in the constitu- 
tion, but obliterated in its practical appplication. Before and after its 
mulgation the public _—— has been ae in Cuba. Man 
tees such as res Cepeda and Lépes have been banishet 
rom the country without the formality of a trial. In November of 1891 the 
writer Don Manuel A. Balmaseda was tried by court-martial for having pub- 
lished an editerial pa in El Criterio Popular, of Remedios, relative to 
the shooting of the m students. The newspapers have been allowed to 
Ciscuss public affairs theoretically, but the moment they denounce any abuse 
or the conduct of any official they feel the hand of their rulers laid upon 
them. The official organ of the home-rule party, El named before El 
‘Triunfo, has undergone more than one trial for havin ted in measured 
terms to some infractions of the law on the partof naming the trans- 
ssors. In 1887 that gonotien was subjected tocriminal gs sim ly 
vecanse it had stated that a son of the president of the hams” aodlendin , 
was holding a certain office contrary to law. 
They say that in Cuba the people are at liberty to hold public meetings, but 
every time the inhabitants assemble, previous notification must be given to 


souree of 
is withou 


the authorities, and a functionary is appointed to be present. with power to 
suspend tne meeting whenever he deems such a measure advisable. e meet- 
ings of the “Circulo de Trabajadores” (an association of w m) were 


forbidden by the authorities under the pretext that the building where they 
were to be held was not sufficiently safe. year the members of the 
“Otrenlo de Hacendados” (association of planters) invited their fellow- 
members hout the country to get up a greatdemonstration to demand 
a romedy w the critical state of their affairs uired. The govern- 
ment found means to prevent their meeting. One of the most significant 
events that have occurred im Cuba, and one which throws a flood of light 
- its political me, was the failure of the “Junta Magna ’ (an extraor- 

nary meeting) ected the “ Circulo de Hacendados.” This —- 
tica solicited the cooperation of the “Sociedad Econéthica” and of the 
“ Junta General de Comercio” to hold a for the of sending 
te the me the complaints which the precarious situa of the coun- 


try inspired. The work of pre tion was already far advanced when a 
ielend ef thn averemanh, Belor RedriguenOetven, gteted tientthe Gorernes- 





Spain ly 
8 
Te unatatata by this . brings ruin on 
a and degrades 
comulstion tilled with bio aapivathenn, le wane Spain ae ; 
honor and se . 
The Cubans, not in but in despair, have to arms in order 
Mhetr rights [o vindlente an esereel a S ss 
Ee eT eT as . = 
ed eae, St crete aa keeieeee 
We have not counted the number of our enemies; we have not measured 
their Se ee ee we have 
weighed mass of injustice and uplifted hearts we 
have risen to seek redress and to our ae ean 
death afew stepsahead. Sobeit. Wedoour . If the is indiffer- 
ent to our cause, so much the worse for —, ay bar 
The sum of good exinting th the the wo aavlato pully 
Sees a cf Gukn roquive only Ubarur viel tiibaiiists tetenmnivn tin 
tor of and progress in the ee a At 
presout Cube isa factor ot." -anquility, and ruin. fault lies 
JOSE V ARONA, 


| 
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B. 

MPTLA THE LA Rutzs, DECREEs, AND 
by rh BY eum HAssonat CounciL THe 19TH on Gar. 

TEMBER, 1805, THE DaTE ON WHICH IT TO EXERCISE ITs 

FUNCTIONS. 

National in ee te } 16th of October, 1895, 

The on . re- 
paces ie Soe ae in book aa — oe 
viously by the Council and 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





DECEMBER 21, 





Arr. VIIL. The state of Oriente will be divided into ten districts, which 

hall be as follows: Baracoa, Guantanamo, Sagua de Tanamo, Mayari, San- 
o, Jiguani, Manzanillo, Bayamo, and Tunas. 

Camaguey comprises two—the eastern district and the western district. 

Las Villas comprises seven—Sancti-Espiritus, Trinidad, Remedios, Santa 
Clara, Sagua, Cienfuegos, and Colon. 

That of Oecidente comprises sixteen—Cardenas, Matanzas, Union. Jaruco, 
Gtines, Santa Maria del Boone. Guanabacoa, Habana, Santiago de las Vegas, 
Bejucal, San Antonio, Bahia Honda, Pina del Rio, and Mantua. 

Art. 1X. Each of these districts will be divided into prefectures, and these 
in their turn into as many su ectures as may be considered necessary. 

Art. X. For the vigilance of the coasts there will be inspectors and watch- 
men appointed in each State according to the extent of the coasts and the 
number of ports, bays, gulfs, and salt works that there ma be. 

Art. XI. On establish the limits of the districts and prefectures, the 
ciregnee of the coast, rivers, and other natural boundaries shall be kept in 
mind. 


CHAPTER II.—Of the Government and its administration. 


Arr. XII. The civil government, the administration, and the service of 
communications devolve upon the department of the interior. 

Art. XIII. The secretary of the interior is the head of the department; he 
will appoint the employees and will remove them whenever there will be jus- 
tifiable cause, and will have a department chief toaid him in the work of the 


department. 

nt. XIV. The department chief will keep the books of the ent, 
take care of the archives, will be the manager of the office, and will furnish 
certifications when uested to do so. 


ArT. XV. The department of the interior will compile from the data col- 
lected by the civil governors the general statistics of the Republic. 

Arr. XVi. The civil governor will inform the department of the interior 
as to the necessities of his state, will order the measures and instructions 
necessary for compliance with the general laws of the Republic and the 
orders given by that department, will distribute to the lieutenant-governors 
the articles of prime necessity which will be delivered to them for that pur- 
pose, will communicate to his subordinates the necessary instructions for 
the nage» oe aes of statistics, and will have a subsecretary, who will help him 
in the discharge of his functions. . 

Arr. XVIL e lieutenant-governor will see that the orders of the 
nors are obeyed in the district, and will have the powers incident to h: 
tion as intermediary between the civil governors and the prefects. In case 
of absolute breach of communication with the civil governors, they will have 
the same powers as the latter. 

Ant. XVIIL The prefect shall see that the laws and regulations communi- 
cated to him by his superior authorities are complied with. Ali residents 
and travelers are under his authority, and. being the highest official in his 
territory, he in his turn is bound to prevent all abuses and crimes which may 
be committed. 

He will inform the lieutenant-governor as to the necessities of the prefec- 
ture; will divide these into as many subprefectures as he may consider nec- 
essary for the good conduct of his administration; he will watch the conduct 
of the subprefects; he will distribute among them with equity the articles 
delivered to him, and he will have all the other powers incident to him in his 
character of intermediary between the lientenant-governor and the sub- 


refects. 
e Ant. XIX. The prefect willalso have the following duties: He will harass the 
enemy whenever possible for him todo so; will hear the tT infor- 
mation as to crimes and misdemeanors which may be committed in his terri- 
tory, pas the said information to the nearest military chief, ther 
with » accused and all that is necessary for the better understanding of 
the hearing. He will not proceed thus with spies, guides, couriers, and others 
who are declared by our laws as traitors and considered as such, for these, 
on account of the difficulty of ae them or conduc them with secur- 
ity, shall be tried as soon 43 capt by a court co: ing of three per- 
sons, the most capable, in his Judgment, in the prefecture, one acting as 
president and the others as members of the court. He will also a nta 

yeosenting officer, and the accused may appoint some one to defen: at 

is pleasure. . 

After the court is assembled in this form, and after all the formalities are 
complied with, it will in private judge and give its sentence, which will be 
final and without ; but those who form the said court and who do not 
yreawee according to our laws and to natural reason will be 

y the superior government. Nevertheless, if in the : ry 
be sent to it with the facts in 


ver- 
posi- 


there be — armed force, the a 
order that they shall be properly tried. 

The prefects will take the statistics of his 
porson who is found therein, noting if he is the head of a family, the number 
of the same. his age, his nationality, and occupation; if he is a farmer the 
nature of his farm, and if he has no occupation the prefect will indicate in 
what he should be employed. He will keep a book of civil register in 
which he will set down the births, deaths, and marriages which may occur. 

He will esta in the prefecture all the factories that he can or may con- 
sider necessary in order to well provide the army, as it is the F ny oy obli 
gation of all employees of the ublic to do possible so that the hides 
shail not be lost,and organizing in the best manner,and as quickly as may 
eon ape eho factories of shoes, rope, blankets, and carpenter and black- 
smith shops. 

He will not permit any individual of his district to be without occupation. 
He will see that orerope works, having the instruments of labor at hand in 
eps to the inhabitants of his territory. He will protect and raise 

es, he will take care of abandoned farms, and will extend as far as possible 
tke zones of culture. 

As soon as the prefect learns that the secretary of the interior or any dele- 
gate of this authority is in his district, he will place himself under the latter's 
orders. This he also dv on the arrival of armed forces, presenting him- 
oe to their chief in order to facilitate the needed supplies and to serve him 

every possible manner. He will have a bugle to warn the inhabitants of 
the enemy 's Sppecaee: he will inform the nearest armed force when his ter- 
vitory is ed. He will collect all horses and other animals suitable for 
the war aul lead them toa secure , 80 that when the army may need 
them or they may be required by the civil authorities to whom they may 


appertain. 

Rs will provide the forces that may be, or through his territory with 
whatever they may need, which may be within his power, and jally 
shall by e guides and beeves and vegetables which the chief may 

uire to maintain the said torces. He will also deliver the articles manu- 
ured in the shops under his immediate inspection, demanding always the 
therefor 


refecture, setting down every 


ca 2 receipts ; ; 
will aiso provide the necessary means for the maintenance of all the 


2 Pp 
poe of the territory, especially those of the soldiers of the army of 
Nberation. 
Until otherwise decreed he will celebrate civil marriages and other con- 
tracts entered into by the residents of his prefecture; he will act in cases of 
ordinary complaints and in the execution of powers and wills, registering 


the same in a clear and definite manner, issuing interested parties 
the certificates which they ma Be ee 


Arr. XX. pele gee I seo thatthe 
to is Fr Se oe authorities are 
= he will inform the 


to 
the prefects those w 
— of law whatsoever is 







coun 

Art. XXIV. The coast guards will acknowledge t*e inspector as their supe- 
sie, SE Sn ae eee Se ee will execute the orders 

ven. 

Art. XXV. “Tio Routenenb qe ternces Se eee ae whatever 
eines, oii] Bove thelr venitenes, Waevernas Sama Their offes dows 

in the headquarters, so that they move Pe a 

Eon a army, and carry out the ordera of the military chief. 


Country and liberty. 
Th: ry of the interior, Dr. Santiago Garcia Canizares, being satisfied 
with the preceding law Teanction tn oil tesperte. 

Let it be prom ted in the form. 


SALVADOR CISNEROS ee a 


F 


OcTOBER 18, 1895. 
LAW OF CIVIL MARRIAGE. 


Anasn 5. Malsoot 18 yetenel sgnend Sama the notary any of thelr ea 
par- 


dence, two witnesses being present, who will the 
ties and the - oign 


Ant. Iii. The marriage contract may contain any on or convention 
hich the con parties may agree upon and is not opposed 
the nature of the com Sor $0 lon. , ” 


Art. IV. If one of the contracting parties is less than 20 years of age, 

marriage can be vontracted with notes to the fadher, the ee 

guardian, according tothe circumstances, and if 

of the marriage, the judge of the district, with 

decide the 

ArT. V. f 

direct line. In the collateral, brother and 

the relationshi ne erreet ae oe 

it to commphetely 

disease, or one which will 

us! w ve 
eaditery 






have been thelr previous residence, they may 8 : 
wompan shailnot dowo untll twelve months have clnpeets hordes to svete 


paternity. 
effects, with that recomniged by our ea ee sdeveata oy tee 
church. { 


of the cot of ay penalty, whfeh at be etipelafed 
PA x The sedation a fouiabe. Piste 


Let the fog ene See ee 


P * 
masts VADOR CISNEROS BETANCOURT, | 





CIVIL MARRIAGE. 
must be observed wel fe Ree 

Sunction is 
the Government Council on the 


| 


prefect will demand from the 
consent of each other 
enter the matrimonial 
VL ee eS tae ae = 
= on the first page the year and making an index at the end 
‘Aur. VIL. The contract will be formulated in the following terms: 


persons of 20 years and upward: 
the -— day of 180--, before me, the yusied 


heir assurance of 


are 


‘ect will register 
the Prefecture 





“Formula of the marriage of 





E 
g 


of 
residerit of the ec- 
mts), who are known to 
unkn were ited to M. 


years the former born 
(here the names and the latter born and 
ture -——, daugh' 


4 


FORMULA OF CIVIL MARRIAGE TO WHICH THERE IS OPPOSITION. 
ble similar to the first formula in the register is declared 
, mother, or guardian whosoever has in 
following declaration. ‘As 
wing d ition. As 
first formula to its conclusion. 
But in case the father, mother, or 
be eclared in the 


ee ee en eee 
will be formed « file consisting of the 
declaration of the > tion cf 
ecree in which it be de- 

take place 


hey 
because the part posing had not com- 
Ghail bo haps tor Sxture wee 


contract not to be 
to the rest, the register 


do not make any oppositi 
S the tne Sued having ob ee 


an, and of the 
the 


ANIZARES, 
Secretary of the Interior. 
be 
oe in its legal form, as I sanction the fore- 
SALVADOR CISNEROS BETANCOURT 
PROVIDENCIA, September 25, 1396. ~ 


PROVIDENCIA, September 25, 1395. 


among the resolutions passed by this council, according to 
the fi ‘ound: 
time to the chiefs were 


To give two months’ 


months’ 

Gene to tieee in 
dom ia the nature 
export of wooden 


5 


blocks on t 
absolutely the eapart of oo 


To prohibit absolu also 
frit arcs of commerce 
ve! 
Andres de la Rioja. 
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REGULATIONS FOR THE SERVICER OF COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE 1. The secretary of the interior will be the postmaster-general of 
the whole island and the civil governor the chief of his territory. x 
ArT. 2. The postal service is established between the prefectures of the Re- 
public and between the towns and prefectures near by. 
neon, cease A Sees oe — ie oot epectne, will be named 
; y chiefs as re are -offices and as many cou- 
eae ee 
. e superior chief in his district of the tal serv- 
ice; under his direction will be the postmasters, couriers, and Sadiiiesten. 
He shall organize the service by placing the t-offices in the most conven- 
ient places, so that the service shall be carried out with the test ease and 
with the greatest rapidity. He will employ the number of employees that 
are necessary. He w for their resignations whenever there is any justi- 
fiable cause for it. He will see that averpeap shall fulfill his duties, and 
shall name the hours when the couriers l depart. He shall correct ali 
defects that come under his notice, pro all. modifications which he may 
think will give a better service, an give an account of all extraordinary 
services w his subalterns may render in order that they should be reg- 


Art. 5. The chiefs will reside in the post-office, from which they can not be 
absent during the ete hours, and ow are to act whenever possible as 
auxiliaries to the ect’s office. They will receive official and private cor- 
respon receipts for that delivered by mail carriers, setting down 
the hour of roe ane they will deliver, er receipt in which they will 
also put down the of re to the tman the mail mat- 
ter in their hands, giving, it a memorandum the name of mail 
carried and the time of re. They will also see that the post-offices 
are well attended and have in them the pevennep ember of horses required 
for the se unless in cases where the is carried on foot. They 
will report to the inspector the defects they may observe in the service with- 
out Sorgetiing the importance of their tion. 

Ant. 6. The mail carriers will collect 'y at the appointed hours, along thre 
route marked out, without sary ne on the way nor apeeging thats horses 
except in urgent cases that will ted out by the chief. ey will have 
a receipt for the correspondence delivered to them, and will receive in ex- 
¢ for the receipt a signed memorandum stating what mail they carry, 
w memorandum they will present to the chief of postal department, so 
that he may sign it and declare that he has received them, and, after comply- 
ing with requisite, change it for a receipt which he will leave in the Office 

eparture. 

A great service will be done by the couriers, and for that reason men of 
known honesty and-valor shall be chosen, who are capable of appreciating 
the service they render their country. 

ART. 7. A tall services will beo A city occupied by the enemy, 
and will of as many chiefs and carriers as may be considered neces- 


Arr. 8. The inspectors of mails will be the immediate superior officer of the 
service in the town of his residence, and will have under his command the 
and mail carriers, and se exercise their functions in the 

rs. 


same manner as the coast inspecto — have special care in the selec- 
— of employees and in keeping all possible secrecy to elude the vigilance of 
enem 


ART. 9. ‘ihe tmasters will be considered as the chiefs of mail carriers 
and will act with the carriers, as the carriers with the drivers, always giving 
an account of any extra services rendered. 

Art. 10. The mail carriers will have charge of receiving from the post 
masters the mail matter and carry it out of the cities for delivery to the 
office of the nearest prefect. They will give and ask for receipts as the 
drivers,and like these must be honest men, sharp and brave enough with 
cou to overcome the difficulties that may arise in the performance of 
their important and dangerous mission, and worthy to occupy these positions 
of trust,in which they can lend such valuable services to the sacred cause 
every Cuban is bound to defend. 

ART. 11. The inspectors and postmasters will keep a book to record the 
appointments of ome ees and the services rendered by them and will make 
up their archives with this book and circulars, communications, and official 
documents that they receive on the copies of those they may have to transit. 

Country and liberty, September, 1 

Dr. SANTIAGO GARCIA CANIZARES, 


Secretary of the Interior. 
In conformity with the preceding regulations,I sanction them in every 
part, and that it may govern and produce its corresponding effects have it 
published in the legal form. 
Country and liberty. 
Residence of the Executive in Limones, the 6th day of October, 1895. 
SALVADOR CISNEROS, President. 


LAW FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF THE PUBLIC TREASURY. 


ARTICLE IL. All oy of whatever description situated in the territory 
er the jurisdiction of the secretary of the treasury; 
therefore this department shall take charge of articles of whatever descrip- 
tion brought to island by expeditions from abroad. This department 
also has the faculty of rane ay ic loans and general taxes. 
Arr. II. The secretary of the treasury will the superior chief of his 
ou! throughout the Island of Cuba, and through him the eubaltern 
cers will receive the orders given by the council. e duties of the sec- 
will be to determine, on information of the collectors, the taxes which 
paid in each state and the form in which they shall be collected, to 
nominate the employees of his rtment and to discharge them for justi- 
fiable cause. He deliver to the chiefs of corps and civil governors the 
which he receives from abroad; he will give a receipt for the articles 
or sums of money which from any source whatever may be collected by the 
pu treasury. He may trade with the merchandise Cianees to the Re- 
public; he may lease or sell whatever be convenient, and will present an 
account every three months to the council of the funds belonging to the 


nt. Ill. To facilitate the work of the treasury a chief of department will 
be appeinted who will act as general comptroller, and in each State a col- 
lector and a secretary of the administration of the treasury, and for each 


a \ 

Art. IV. The chief of the department. or general comptrolier, will have 
charge of the archives of the department 1 keep the books in due form, 
and will take part in all the collections and disbursements which may occur. 

Art. V. The collector will represent in each State the secretary of the 
t , he will give information as to the taxable property in his State, he 
will te the necessary measures to carry out the general orders com- 
municated to him by the secretary of the treasury, he wil! collect by means of 
<s the taxes fixed upon, and he will send to the department as soon as pos- 

the funds collected; nevertheless he may deliver the amounts he may 
deem necessary to the chiefs of the different army corps, who will givea 
for them and justify their expenditure. The collectors will monthly 

send to thedepartment a statement of their operation. , 
Vi secretary of the administration of the treasury will keep 


dl 
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the archives of his respective State, will keep the books in due form, and 
will take t in the operations of the collector. 

Art. V The de tes or agents will ae ~ collectors of taxes in each 
district, and the co oners will see that the orders of the collectors of 
the State are carried out. They may the ald’of the auxiliaries whenever neces- 
sary, and are authorized to demand the s- prefects and armed forces 
for the better fufillment of their commissi 

Country and re 

Canaster, October 16, 1895. 


SEVERO PINA, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Ia conformity with the previous law, I sanction it in allits parts. Let it 
be promulgated in legal form. 
Country and liberty, October 18, 1895. 


MANGOS DE BARAGUA. 
SALVADOR CISNEROS BETANCOURT, 
Preside 


nt. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO THE OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
* OF THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA. 


ArRtTIc.Le I. According to article 18 of the constitution and the decree of 
the general in chief of the 2th of September last, the military chiefs shall 

on 2 pocsenary aid to the officers of the treasury for the better fulfillment 
of their uti e8 

Art. [l, With the aid of the armed forces, ove proceed to the de- 
struction of those plantations, whatever be their na ees which will refuse 
to pay the taxes decreed i the Government of the Re 

Art. IIL Asa basis for the rate of tax, the production on of ‘the plantations 
shall serve as well as the price of their products, taking into consideration 
the expense of transportat: 

Art IV. The anaes of the tax will be paid in advance in gold or in drafts 
on New York, Paris, or London in the form agreed u a 

“irr. V. Ali kinds of traffic with the enemy is abso’ utely prohibited. Only 
tho following articles and products are allowed to be exported: 

Coffee and cocoa, $4 per hundred weight. 

Wood in blocks. # per thousand foot or $3 a oo as will best suit the inter- 
ests of the Repub! and the functionary aut orizing the exportation. 

a Goouss (a textile ), $4 per hundredweight. 

Wax, $4 pets hun So nae ead. 

Fattene oe head. 

Cheese, = per aera edweight. 

In regard to mines, tobacco, and plantains for exportation, it is left to the 
judwment of the collector of the treasury. 

VL The exportation of wood or guana (the latter until December 6) 
will ‘only be permitted when worked or packed by individuals who are in the 
confidence of our authorities. 

Ant. VII. The exportation of cattie will only be allowed when, in the judg- 
ates ef the authority, they run imminent risk of falling into the hands of 
the enem 

ART. Vil. The collector of the treasury of each state may md, tem- 
porarily, the exportation of the products referred . in Article , immedi- 
re giving an account of it to the secretary of the treasury ‘for final 

jJadgmen 

Sabanilla ‘Gel Contra Maestre, October 24, 1895. 

SEVERO PINA, 
: Secretary of the Treasury. 
eat conform an with the peertens law, I sanction it in all its parts. Let it 
be promulga eg gt 

Sabanilla, October: 1395. 

SALVADOR CISNEROS BETAN wr, 


EXTRACT OF THE SESSIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT COUNCIL, REPUBLIC OF 
CUBA 


Secretary of the Government José Clemente Vivanco, secretary of the 
Government Council and chancellor of the Republic, I cer’ ay that in the 
minute books of the sessions celebrated by this council the following resolu- 
tions are found: 

SEPTEMBER 19, 1895. 

To appoint a eqerotery of the Government and chancellor of the Republic, 
José Clemente Vivanco. To send the entiary abroad to of yo in — 


lientenant-general, and de! te plenipoten broad to 
oe . Gen. eae iiedee and To ee 


Palma. 
‘0 appoint as civil governor ot C Camagney, Dr. Oscar Primelles, and of 
Orietee Rafael Mand by . 
Te complete the system of the division of the territory of the island into 
zones, and that the subsecreta’ = war, in the absence of the secretary, agree 
with the general in chief as to tion of the army of a, 
SEPTEMBER 20, 1895. 
To give two months’ time to the chief and officers of the past revolution to 
join, t ae organized —— of liberation, for the recognition of their 
grades, and four months’ time to those outside of the island. That each sec- 
retary of state may name a chief of veh de t. To we as director 


of the treasury _ Oriente Camaguey, Col. Lope Recio 
Loynaz. That the secretary - th neers with the pone in chief so the 
latter may Seen the authori and orders given by the Govern- 
aoe and require all the forces of army of liberation to respect and obey 

em 

To ask the general in oy! for Capts. Francisco Sede, Manuel Manero 
and Ensign Enriq me Dae 8 ¢ heir services are needed by the Government. 
That the Cuban tions shall be at liberty as to the manner of contrib- 
Rok t oe oe passed by the t of 

‘o ask a a cop ecrees governmen 
the last revolution, and anh that in conf with the minutes sent 
from here all documents shali be printed emanating the Government as 
well as the constitution passed by the constituent assembly, which shall be 
placed in our archives. 
SEPTEMBER 24, 1895. 

To publish a circular of the secretary of the interior, addressed to the 

os gree. ects. and ees pepeienpeien of civil order, recommending 
ir respective dvti 


ie ove So aaeee ven by the general in chief as to the respect ane 
t eed lesetbare o 

of the int of manifest or suspected and that the secretary 

interior ad address such communication to the evil governors advising 


once service for the eastern and western districts of 
ie ro and Francisco Dararily made by the w Sah t .5 
tem e chief. 


pony) oe peed general in 
ne Sracden ah tha tatnet army corps to send to 
oirearia war a detailed account of the chiefs and officers under his 





SSA con, oc alg Se and their 


ities. 
o communicate to 
Silveira and Orencio N 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1895. 
the export of wood in blocks after 
nae To abwolutely prohibit the sale of coru abd band all kinda ct forage, 
cows, qecuctting only saw — 
from towns on a payment of 
the oo of the tax- 


a ana pee bintioe 


To e appointment of inspectors of coasts and coast guards made 
previously by the general in chief. 
OcToBER 5, 1895. 


Fuak each srcvstery of stn Pe eh Se cee 
laws and regulations as shall be in force in renpective depart 
and that the secretary of fore 


secretary of on Gena of criminal procedure for 
delibe: ond approval by the the council. 
emer e 


To absolutely prohibit the introdu: 
which, hich, fav trade 


confirm 
trict of ‘Tunas to Citizen Luis 


of the third division, Jos6 M. provisos een iT ise geveral in 


That the Deeetary of, the Gaveremens She wotes® SB the te 
dec and all other orders of this council and an extract of the et. 
for pubiteation in book form for an edition of 500 


OCTOBER 21, 1895. 
of the treasury a dtailed account ofall the army corps tosend the seeomervtery 


a deteiied accor tO ee eee 
beptusing of Ss, ORT SA ee ee Rien. 
tu om. 


T they be appr Consideration to al civil functionaries, appoin for this 
capeeae a eae composed of the = Tatoror andthe sue 
ot ee, 00, Shek Vee Say Sea SCaueeosu. 


secre’ 
follo in this 
OCTOBER 24, 1895. 
To approve the project as bo Seatrgenun cen eahieae co tae pultie es 
the 


presen secre’ of treasury. 
wh Socom an to tan eaiicery enapiantinns stabeninees: wy 

Wi tonctionatias, prearmied the secretary of the interior 
subsecretary of War, for tiv puigens oh tae book cnadon, 
Ww as 


The President of the blic, that of in chief of the ; the vice- 
ont 2 _ Repu a oneal army; 
The secre af the counell enkeeonane ; the chiefs of 
departments of states, civil and collectors of er eaels, 
the lieutenant-governor, of the treasury, secretary of 
ndminiotration of tho treasury. majors’ the prafecta, the inpectors of shops 
All these considerations ons ahall be ejoyed by Gems they have higher 

OcroBeER 25, 1895. 


be or by imprisonment or repri- 
Ant. IL the - a Sal nbcaeiel week doce wil 
ART. men ea 


h 
See ee 
w 
Unit tec ingeorngs wth to ise 


JOSE CLEMENTE VIVANCO, 
See eee, 
There soon blished the laws of 
nanoss drafted ‘by the general in chief and approved by the hich 
Se 
of the 
In the name aoe ae = day 
fer on Tomas Hstrada Palma. the neon 
In witness whereof we have affixed our dovtiow Byrnes 
== September, 1895. 
vador Cesneros, B., President; 





ae ieee hate ma Castil waa a 
fe Sain date ea Vole Eape 


José Vivanco, secretary. 


D. 
ARMY HEADQUARTERS AT CUMANAYAGUA. 


ous 


It takes this 


ont Dean Th he arf rrtsfog pis 
odiccre, twit Z wil comasuinte Your Rupaniariam eck. 





we can not view the pe 


conflict in.all its features 
hend our inevitably close 


and proper] 

sree ie Seale oe goede re 
and unprecedented condition as will fx s Umit t0-our patient waiting for 
and -un nm as a our ‘or 
Spain toend the coatest, either aloneand in own way,or with our friendiy 


sooperation. 

When the inability of Spain todeal snocessfully with the insurrection has 
become manifest, and it is demonstrated that on eee, wed is extinct in 
Quba for all a= rightful existence, and when a hopeless s 

i bas degenerated a strife which means ro 

more than the useless sacrifice of human life and 
the very subject-matter of the conflict,.a 
our obligations to the pee ee Mee i 
thee, which we can 

choice of ways.and = until - oe 
make them pon conditions then existing; an ould 

be i upon without giving careful heed to every consideration 

volving our honor and interest, or international 

ntil we face the contingencies suggested, or the situation 
dents imperatively changed, we should continue in the line of conduct here- 
-tofore pursued, thus in all circumstances exhibiting our obedience to the 


ex oO 
uirements of public law and our for the duty enjoined u: us 
the position we aaa y in the en ane aw. 


will be su 


A contemplation of emergencies that may arise should y lead us to 
avoid their creation, either th a careless disregard o t duty or 
ven an undue stimulation and ill-timed expression of feeling. But I have 
seemed it not amiss to that a time may arrive when a 
correct policy and care for our inte 2S ‘or the interests 
of other natiens and their citizens, joi of humanity and 
2 desire to. see a rich and fertile country, inti ly tous, saved from 


complete devastation, will constrain our Gevernment tosuch action as will 
subserve the interests thus involved and at the same time promise to Cuba 
and its inhabitants an opportunity to enjoy the blessings. ef peace. 

Mr. HILL. 


from Pennsylvania whether in the report which he has just sub- 
mitted to the Senate in regard to Cuba, or in the additional report 


submitted by the Senator from Alabama, there is discussed the | Twelfth 


constitutional power of Congress to pass the resolution presented, 
or whether the reports are simply confined to the prcpriety of the 


—S 
Mr. CAMERON. I will state in reply to the Senator from New |' 
in the province of 


York that I do not think it within the committee 
to discuss the constitutionality of the power of Congress. That 
ought to be admitted by everybody. 


the utter destruction of | 
WwW: " 


duty we owe to Spain. | 
z is by other inci- 


I rose simply for the purposeof asking the Senator | ' 





was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
echt 


Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. ee eae tae 
eee Henry H.'Stanb, late second ‘in the b 


io Regiment; which was read twice by its title, and, 


with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 
Mr GER introduced .a bill (S. 3450) to th 
charters of the smd ‘ditions’ leme and Bolt Haiines 
companies, of the Di of Columbia; which was read twice by 
Seulnianedaeelani on 
introduced a (8.' : ‘pension to 
P. Quint; which was read twice bois and referred to the 
on 


‘Committee on Pensions. , 

Mr. CAMERON intreduced a bill (8. 8452) for the relief of 
‘George W. Wood; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
ee SS ee 


with 

the , referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALT es Se for the relief of 

Matthew Burns; which was read twice by ‘its , and, with the 
aeccompan referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ©O! bill (8. 3455) for the relief of 


Mr. HILL. ‘Then, as I understand it, thediscussion of that sub- | District of 


ject is not contained in either report? 
x Gehikc Sen tengioc Seam emmepeonigtees eport. 
i tor from Pennsylvania not seen my r 
Mr. HILL. That is what Is . 


PE 2 4 
Mr. MORGAN. In the report submitted by the Senator from 
Texas and myself no discussion is made of a question which we ‘trict of 


. Ef the Senator will allow me, I will state that | 4 


Mr. HILL. T ae e reason why it is not discussed? 8. Rayner; which was read Surioe ‘oy tietthiin apt eaieceedl to ahe 

Mr. MORGAN. That is-one reason. ‘Committee on Claims. ‘3 

Mr HILL. That might be tory to the Senator from Mr. PROCTOR introduced.a jomt resolution (8. R. 180) d- 
Alabama, but I simply desired the information which I have al- ing that the Constitution of the United States be so t 
ready received, that it is not discussed in either report. That is | the President shall 


ali I care to know for the present. 

- IMPRISONMENT ABROAD OF NATURALIZED OT U(ZENS. 
Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 
giaan shunepininaidiondaatiatien attimetehal ter tite, Lheas.on the 


14th instant, reported it without amendment; and it was considered 


by unanimous consent and agreed to, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, and is hereby, directed to send to» 


the Senate.a report of all naturalized of the United States of whose 
arrest or 


or conviction, or sentence, either 
coieny of Ceuta or elsewhere, he has any inf 


that he the Senate in such of the persons now held in | 

at Ceuta of the stated, on which they were 

condemned, and the nature of the 80 as the same appears on the 
files of the State De 


BILLS INTRODUCED 


Mr. LODGE introduced a bill (S. 3443) for the relief of the |. 


Globe Works, of Boston, Mass.; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

en ee gas 
of Charles Rilry, of Battery L and Battery F, First United States 
Artitiery: which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (8.3445) to increase the pension of Capt. 
John H. Mullen; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (S. $446) to amend section 2324 of 
the Revised Statutes of eT Eto ee, aoe 
claims; which was read twice by its title, and, the accom- 

referred to the Committee on Mines and Mini 


: for Mr. Davis) introduced a bill (8. 8447) to 
amend an act tled “‘An act to refer the claim of Jessie Benton 
Fremont to certain lands and i thereon in San Fran- 
ciaco, Cal., to the Court of Claims,” chapter 80 of the private 
acts of the Twenty-seventh United States Statutes at . ap- 
proved F 10, 1898; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the ttee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introdnced a bill (S. 3448) to - 
sos Wltaee Nadel tar ees Ines Ente es 
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Mr. VEST. Mr. President, before an ee 

the joint resckation, I wish to say one word explanation of a 
ion 

Po ie-very well known that the Secretary of State, Mr. Olney, 


30D 


The joint resolution (S. R. 178) declaring that a state of war 
exists in Cuba, and recognizing the parties thereto as bellicerents, 
‘was real the first time at length, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, etc.. That it is hereby declared that a state of public 
‘war exists in Cuba, and that the parties thereto are entitied to and are hereby 
accorded in aceordance with the principles of international 
-s and the United will preserve a strict neutraiity between the 












Mr. HILL. I ask that the joint resolution be printed. 
for Wnt ee or carefully Secpened and authoritative tater. |. The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will lie.on the 
7 that the power to recognize the independence of a table, and it will be printed under the rule. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. GALLINGER. I submit an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill, 
which I ask may be read, printed, and referred to the Committee 
on Civil Service and Retrenchment. 


people st to achieve it was vested alone in the President 


I must confess that this coming in an extraordinary The amendment was read, as follows: 
way (for it is the first time I have a minister to | The head of each of the several Executive Departments, at his discretion, 
aides the people of the United States an interview in | may reinstate or venppeins 7 an manorennete position which 7 any 
the public press ) , excited with me T had occasion conte sont ie the atvll covvies of the ectsument Sie, ts ie elaine, one 
when the matter was under to investi- oe or was discharged from the qunvien dur eamnee eebateae 


in 
ing his or Sy fe, or moral character, and such prior service for that 
shail be held to be equivalent to acivil-service certificate of eligibility, 
in any statute, rule, or regulation to the contrary notwithstanding. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed amendment will be 


that when the framersof Constitution of 1789 deliberately gave an to the Committee on Civil Service and Retrenchment, and 
: were printed. 

ae einen ineluded oll the minor — ama Keapeee- Mr. NELSON submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 

which might be taken by the Chief ive, that action prob- him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to 

on war aa on oe Affairs, ma ordered bot be ——. is 

4 s - MILLS submi an amendment inten to be propose 

It is tome a — oma ee ae ae by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred 
States could bring Sat war by exercising the high to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be pri:\ted. 

of declaring a ing to achieve their inde-| Mt. STEWART submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 

dence : Government or not, | P°S®4 by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was 

be true. then for a years the states- referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

men have been in the dark this question. Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon submitted an ameadment intended 

ae South As to be p by him to the general deficiency appropriation 


bill; which was referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered 


Congress; and the Texas question, after years of debate, | *° be printed. f 
admission exas into anion He also submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
be ; “> me ® bya him to the Indian nes ao —_ referred to the 
Presi ; order Committee on i Affairs, o to be printed. 
Me EEE ETI ee eee Point of onder. es toa | Mt- PERKINS submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 


posed by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to 
be pri : 

. SQUIRE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 


that the Senator a discussion this ing on | Printed. ; ; 
this , must therefore ask that under Mr. GORMAN submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
the — shall | end the rale posed by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which 


was referred to the Committee on Ciaims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA. 
Mr. CHILTON. I desire to offer an amendment to the joint 
resolution (5. R. 163) seer the independence of Cuba, 
er. 


ude his remarks. erp tt proper time, I shal lask that it may be read 
VEST. . President, I would not inflict a word upon and printed. 
FR against = will of so no The amendment was read, and ordered to be printed, as follows: 
i- t ali after the resolving cl and insert: 

= Senater as have BS wink cae one unwilling audi That itis hereby declared that a condition of public war exists between the 

Tent Say. mt of government proclaimed and for some time 

Mr. HALE. Senator sees if he the subject gen- by force of arms by the le of Cuba, and that the United 

erally, a debate will be precipitated aie eupentel 16. States of America should maintain a strict neutrality between the contend- 

J ask that the resolution may over : es cd the United Beaten” the rights of belligerents in the poris and 
Mr. FRYE. Perhaps my did uot observe that it is a GOVERNMENTAL OWNERSHIP OF THE TELEGRAPH 
resolution. I the Senator from Missouri has intro- eo pera t 


Mr. PALMER. i submit a resolution in regard to reprinting a 
document, and I ask that it be read and considered. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


: 
| 
: 
| 
: 
: 


termine early; but nen eee Seeen Se petaind Sur use 0 e Se 4 copie: 
Mr. “ have no tion to its to the committee Senate Document No. 206, first session Fifty fourth Congress oo 
Mr. VEST. I think it is sort of a which ought to Mr. COCKRELL. What is the document? 


Mr. PALMER. It is Document No. 205, papers containing an 
article by Judge Walter Clark, entitled “ Telegraph and telephone,” 
im the American Law Review, — other matters of that sort. I 
have a many applications for it. 

Mr. CULLOM. So have L. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the resolution? 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to. 


there is objection. I shall call it up to-morrow. 


A ae 
The VICE-PRESID . The joint resolution will go over. 


Ly 


read upon table give noti HARBOR AT ASTORIA, OREG. 

Sobel ae a ae er time | Mr. MITCHEL of*Oregon submitted the following resolution; 

lution reported ep ceonetien ben he — was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed t«: 
Pennsylvania {Mr. ] ‘Whereas it is alleged in a memorial submitted to Congress by tho Chambe 


ef Commerce of the city of Astoria, in the State of Oregon, that by reasen 
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the improvement at the mouth of the Columbia River, made by building the 
a which, it is averred,is a perfect success, the channel at the entrance 
aving been widened, deepened, and straightened so that the largest vessels 
that float can with perfect safety enter the Columbia River, and whereby 
the entrance to the Columbia River and the harbor of Astoria have been made 
equa] in all respects to eny on the Pacific coast, and which improvement has 
already so stimulated the growth of commerce that greater and improved 
harbor facilities are required at the port of Astoria; and 
Whereas it is further averred in such memorial that the construction of 
such jetty has also produ changes in the currents, channels, end sands 
inside of the mouth of the river which threaten encroachment upon and seri- 
ous injury to the harbor space of Astoria if not guarded against at once; and 
Whereas it is further represented in such memorial that, in order to pro- 
tect such harbor, sand bars should be removed, currents directed and con- 
trolled, and works and retaining walis constructed for the preservation of 
the channels and the anchorage area in such harbor: Therefore, ; 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War transmit to the Senate, at his earliest 
convenience, such information as is in the possession of the Department relat- 
ing to the harbor at Astoria, Oreg., Segetiae with such saggestion or recom- 
mendation as may be deemed advisable. 


TREASURY SETTLEMENTS. 


Mr. HILL. I submit a resolution and ask for its present con- 
sideration. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the eyeseury be. and he is hereby, rons 
to reexamine the settlements reported by him in Senate Executive - 
ment No. 178, Fifty-foarth Congress, first session, and to report whether the 
awards are of the same character as those heretofore paid upon the steamer 
Peerless, reported to Congress in Executive Document No. 67, Forty-eighth 
Congreas, first session, together with a detailed statement of the facts, and 
to report also whether the awards are similar to those appropriated for last 
session. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Secretary of the Treasury, in response 
to a similar resolution during the last session, reported that the 
Senate or House separately had no authority to require him to 
reexamine a case finally passed upon, but that he would, in response 
to such s resolution, report the facts as to what had been done in 
the matter. So, under his decision heretofore (and I think proba- 
bly he is correct), it would not be a reexamination and repassing 
upon the claim, but simply a report of the reasons for the former 
action. 

Mr. HILL. There is no harm in the resolution, I suppose? 

Mr, COCKRELL. Oh, no; there is no harm in it. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to. 

PACIFIC RAILROADS, 


Mr. GEAR. I notice by the Calendar that the unfinished busi- 
ness is the bill (H. R. 3656) — for free homesteads on the 
public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide set- 
tlers, and reserving the public lands for that purpose. I ask unan- 
imous consent that after the unfinished business is disposed of the 
bill (S. 3080) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to effect 
an adjustment between the United States and the Sioux City and 
Pacific Railway Company in relation to certain bonds issued by 
the United States in aid of the construction of said railway, and 
the bill (S, 2894) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act 0 aid in the 
construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Missouri 
River to the Pacific ons — to mie pr to the Government the 
use of the same for postal, military, and other p , approved 
July 1, 1862; and slcte amend an act approved aaa 2,1 ; ; and 
also an act approved May 7, 1878, both in amendment of said first- 
mentioned act; and other acts amendatory thereof and supple- 
menta! thereto, and to provide for the settlement of claims grow- 
ing out of the issue of bonds to aid in the construction of certain 
railroads, and to secure the payment of all indebtedness to the 
United States of certain companies therein mentioned, be taken 
up as the unfinished business. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Iowa? 

Mr. GORMAN. I trust the Senator from Iowa will not make 
that request now. Let us wait until we return here on the 5th of 
January and then determine the order of business. If the Senator 
insists upon his request, I shall be compelled to object. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed to the request 
of the Senator from [owa. 

Mr. GEAR. I wish to state, Mr. President, that my reason for 
making the request is because of the sixty millions of bonds issued 
in aid of the construction of these roads twenty millions will 
mature by January 1, «nd will have to be met by the Government. 
It seems to me the time has come when Congress should determine 
what shall be done in regard to these matters. The law of 1887 
niakes it the specific duty of the President to interfere and to do 


certain thi I hardly think that Senators wish that to be done 
when there is, perhaps, a chance of negotiating in some other way 
or enacting some legislation looking to a settlement of those debts. 


I hope the Senator from Maryland will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. GORMAN, It is utterly im ble, of course, to consider 

oe ret a between now and the time of our adjournment 
or ra 


I do not expect 
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my request shall be made a pref 


proceed to the immediate consideration of the sub 
not now move that the Senate proceed to its 
future time. a 


impossible for him to make an 
tion has been made. 
tion of the bill is to move to 


but I object to making any arrangemen 
matter now. 


. I — 
assembling of the recess I shall call up the bills I 
Seve sanutrienae “6 


Two 
of Representatives, 
referred to the Committee on A’ 
desire to hold a meeting to-day. 
referred to the Committee on A 


Ae ee) eee 
Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898; and 





Mr. GEAR. I would state to the Senator from Maryland that 
to do anything of that kind. I did not intend to 
gek to have the bills taken up until after the holiday recess, and 
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probably not until the other House had acted on the subject. : 
simply wanted to have the order adopted, so that the Senate 
take up the subject after the holiday recess. 


Mr. GORMAN. My suggestion to the Senator is that we defer 


the subject until after we reassemble on the 5th of January, and 
then determine the order of business. 


Mr. GEAR. I do not object to the subject going over, so that 
erential one. 

tr. GORMAN. . tS ee ee 

Mr. GEAR. Then, Mr. President, I move that the Senate make 


Mr. HILL. That is not in order. The Senator can move to 
, but he can 
tion at some 


this order. 


Mr. GEAR. I do not move te 


immedia’ consideration, 
to the Senator from New York. I simply ask that these bills may 
go on the Calendar as the unfinished business, not to be taken up 
until after the holiday recess. 


e Senator recognizes the fact that it is 
arrangement now after an objec- 
The Coe ee eee to the considera- 

e it up at under the rule, 
with reference to the 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed to the request 


Mr. GORMAN 


of the Senator from Iowa. 


Mr. GEAR. Then I make the motion. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senator indieate his motion? 
Mr. GEAR. 1 move that the bills for the settlement and adjust- 


ment of the accounts between the Government and the Union and 
the Central Pacific Railroad com 

business immediately after weg tee ay oh the bill for free homes 
in ch 


of the Senator from Sou 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The 


Mr. STEWART. The Senator from Iowa can give notice that 
the 


he will call up the bills referred to by him. 


Mr. GEAR. Then notice that immediately after 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Notice will be entered. 
APPROPRIATION BILLS REFERRED. 


tion bills have come from the House 
ask that they be laid before the Senate and 
as the committee 


Mr. HALE. 


The following bills were severally en by their titles, and 
ons: . 
for the support of the 


deficiencies in the appropriations for 
80, 1897, and for prior years, and for other 
DISTRIBUTION OF APPROPRIATION BILLS. 
Mr. DUBOIS. Mr. President, I rise to a question of er. 
Some time last session I introduced an amendment of the _ 


ee ne taal see Fa 
purposes. 


of 
erable debate, on the motion of the chairman of the Committee on 
sree [Mr. ALLISON] on February 7, 1896, the following 
was adopted: 


That the resolution and amendments be referred to the 
Rules, with instructions to report the same back to the 
Monday of December, either with or without amendment. 

Iam aware that the distinguished chairman of the Committee 
on A ons is detained from the Senate by sickness, and we 
all he were here; but as he is not a member of the Committee 
on Rules, I hardly think his absence is a sufficient excuse for that 
committee not 


I simply rose to inquire why the Committee on Rules have not 
reported it amendment accordance with 


on 
on the first 


Mr. BURROWS. 
shad Ge chalnian of Che Se 
e Senator from Idaho was absent, stated tifat the com- 
mittee were unable to rt upon that proposition and asked 
unanimous consent that ‘have further time, which 
was granted by the Senate rec indefinite 
time, the matter will possibly be on the 4th of March. 








IS. Very well, Mr. President. I only desired to 
manner of its “ taking off.” 


. McMILLAN. Iask unanimous consent forthe present con- 
Hobs t resolution (S. R. 100 ting a life-saving 
JEN, ‘Themorning business has not closed. 


sideration of the 
medal to Daniel 
The VICE-PRESID. 
Resolutions, concurrent and other, are in order. 
RECOGNITION OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF A FOREIGN PEOPLE. 
Mr. BACON. Mr. ee it occurs to me that-a-reselution 
ing the ers of Congress 
oe a t resolution. I therefore offer a concur- 
rent —— 
mmittee on the Judiciary. 
Orne concurrent resolution was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, as follows: ie 
the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), t 
people free-and 
one exclusively for the Sncomiettion of Congress in 
wmaking power. 
further Saas Gis peerogntive of necamion poe: decane pape 
wai alleniiicten, uy the cnereierel the veto, made a part 
lawmaking power of the Government. 
BONDS OF PACIFIC RAILROADS. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I offer a resolution which I send to the 


desk, and ask unanimous consent for its immediate consideration. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


and 
also to report what, similar sales of such bonds of said Mr. HILL. at may be. 
Oe cea ~—— patti rathronda at ee ad ee aoa Mr. LODGE. I see no harminit. The amendment gives both 
eee See Petr HILL.” 1 seo joet this harm init, th ime 1 
: P see just this in it, that every time litigants 
ewe TT een ree — ee ee ae ener ne Se or the Government want to reargue a particular claim they will 


about which as a Senator I donot know an ; 
to commit myself to the statement of a fact that 
I know nothing about. I wish the preamble of the resolution 


Nr, PETTIGREW 
oi GREW. I will modify the resolution by a 
out the preamble, and will simply ask for the consideration o 
the resolution. 
Mr. PLATT. I have no objection to a resolution of inquiry. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. e Senator modifies his resolution 


and T'do notltke 


read as it stands. 

The Secretary 
to the Senate the number and amount of the bonds w he thus 
portion of the resolution will have to be 


amended so as to make it intelligible, if it is desired to be so. 
The Secretary continued the reading of the resolution, as follows: 


Mr. HILL. That 


Mr. LODGE. I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate th 
amendment-of the House of sateen v6 tiaahe bill 337. 7 
The VICE-PRESIDENT 


; 
: 
4 
; 
; 
F 
: 
: 
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insert ‘‘ with the right of either party to appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States.” 

Mr. LODGE. The bill passed the Senate referring the claims of 
these persons to the Court of Claims, and the other House has 
added the amendment which has been read, simply giving both 
to the Government and the claimants the right of appeal to the 
Supreme Court. In behalf of my colleague, who is particularl 
interested in the bill, I move to concur in the amendment, whic 
I understand is satisfactory tc all concerned. It does not give the 
claimants any additional privileges. 

Mr. PASCO. The chairman of the Committee on Claims is not 
in the Chamber, but I reported the bill to the Senate, and I see no 
objection to the suggestion made by the Senator from Massachu- 
set 


ts. 

Mr. WHITE. May I ask what is the nature of the amendment? 

Mr. PASCO. It simply gives the right of appeal. 

Mr. LODGE. It gives both parties the right of appeal to the 
Supreme Court. 

. WHITE. Ina case of what character? 

Mr. LODGE. It is the case of a claim. The bill passed the 
Senate allowing the claim to be referred to the Court of Claims, 
and it also passed the House of Representatives. The House has 
added an amendment giving the parties, both the Government 
and the claimants, the right of appeal to the Supreme Court. 

Mr. WHITE. That is satisfactory. 

Mr. LODGE. I have asked the Senate to concur in the amend- 


DANIEL E. LYNN, 


of Port Huron, 


ought to be a concurrent reso- 
I ask ynay be read and referred to the 
























ment. 

Mr. HILL. May I ask the Senator from Massachusetts why 
should the parties interested in this particular claim have any dif- 
ferent rightsfrom thosegiven toclaimants generally? Whyshould 
there be ial legislation? 

Mr. LODGE. The addition, I suppose, was made so as to give 
the Government the right to ap y 

Mr. HILL. Why should the Government in this case have any 
different rights than it hasin regard toclaims generally? We have 
general laws poring, appeals. 

Mr. LODGE. The object of the House amendment, I under- 
stand, is further to protect the Government's rights. The claim- 
ants have no objection to it. 


come to Congress and have an amendment offered to a particular 
bill, or have a bill introduced, giving the Government or the par- 
ties the right to appeal to the Supreme Court. We have certain 
general laws applicable to bills in claim cases, and unless there is 
something unusual about this case, it strikes me that the Govern- 
ment as well as the claimant should be content to abide by the gen- 
eral law. Otherwise, we shall be flooded with legislation of this 
character. That is the suggestion I make. 

Mr. LODGE. I hope the Senator from New York understands 






















the preamble that nn ra was se put in the bill at the suggestion of 
3 : the claimants. @ amendment was put in by the other House 
» I chould like to have the resolution again for the protection of the Government. 
read as follows: Mr. HILL. I do not think that makes any difference. 


Mr. LODGE. It was inserted for the protection of the Govern- 
ment, and no — is made on the part of the claimants. 

Mr. HILL. hat are the precise reasons why the Government 
should have in this particular instance—I know nothing about the 
merits of the claim—the right of appeal? 

Mr. LODGE. I am not in the councils of the other House or 
of its committee. I only know that the House made the amend- 
ment. The claimants make no objection to it, and are anxious 
that the bill authorizing their claims to be referred shall be passed; 
and for that reason I have moved to concur in the House amend- 


be, and he is here’ 


1 


men 

Mr. PASCO. I suggest that provisions giving the right to 
appealare sometimes in bills of this character and sometimes they 
are not. The privilege of appeal was not in the bill when it came 
to the Committee on Claims of the Senate, and we reported it 
without any such provision. The other House, in its wisdom, 
has seen fit to as this provision in the bill. It is acceptable to 
the claimants themselves, or to those who represent them, and, I 
understand, to the Senators from Massachusetts, and I do not see 
that it is worth while to delay the progress of the matter by insist- 
ing upon any objection when all parties seem to be willing to sub- 
mit to the inconvenience of the further delay of an appeal to the 
Supreme Coart, in case one or the other party sees fit to take it 
there. For that reason the committee proposes to accept the 
— eee ~~ ht here from the other House. 
‘ r. . 0 not care anything about this particular case, 
laid before the Senate the amendment | because I know nothing about it, but Ido not think it answers 
the position taken by myself in regard to this matter to say that 
it is agreed between the claimants and the (iovernment in a given 
claim that there shall be an additional right of appeal. Where is 


short. I will therefore ask leave to offer 


ter. 
ENT. The resolution is withdrawn. 
BRIG TALLY-HO. 








: 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. DECEMBER 21, 


it to stop? What is the precedent you propose to set here? We | stituting the word “directed” for “requested” where it occurs in 
have certain general laws governing the matter. If there is some | the body of the resolution. 
special, particular reason why the Government or the claimants | The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so modified, 
should have a special right of appeal in this particular case, it is | without objection. 
all right; but to do it as a matter of course. to doit just forthe| Mr. HARRIS. What disposition does the Senator from New 
mere asking, to do it because somebody suggests it ought to be pshire to make of the resolution? — 
done, I do not think is good legislation. I am Gunenet toit. I ; GER. I submitted the resolution on 
raise no technical objection about the matter, however. last and asked that it should be voted 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. May I interrupt the Senator from | that it shall be acted upon at the present 
New York? I have served on the Committee on Claims forsome| Mr. HARRIS. The resolution ought to go tothe Committee on 
seventeen years now, and we have claims of every character before | the District of Columbia. 
that committee. Sometimes the amount involved is merely nom- Mr. GALLINGER. I understand that the Senator from Mis- 
inal, even in cases referred to the Court of Claims; the questions | souri [Mr. CocKRELL] has a substitute which he desires to substi- 
involved are unimportant, and in cases of that kind it is thought | tute for the resolution. 
not necessary to allow either party to go farther than the Courtof| Mr. HARRIS. The resolution ought to go to the committee. 
Claims. Again, there are cases wherein thequestions are of great | Mr.GALLINGER. That is not my purpose. 
magnitude, the amounts involved are large, and itis thonght by| Mr. HARRIS. I move torefer the resolution to the Committee 
the committee that such cases ought to go to the Supreme Court | on the District of Columbia. 
of the United States. That is why in some casesit is provided| Mr. GALLINGER. Perhaps the Senator from Tennessee will 
that either party may go to the Supreme Court of the United | do me the courtesy to allow the Senator from Missouri tooffer his 
States, while in other cases it is not so provided. substitute first. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from m permit metosaya| Mr. HARRIS. Certainly. 
word? He is of course aware of the existence of several statutes| Mr. COCKRELL. I offer a substitute for the resolution. 
a eee from judgments of the Court Claims to the| The VICE-PRESIDENT. Thesubstitutesubmitted by theSen- 
Supreme Court of the Umited States. I had occasion some time | ator from Missouri will be read. 
ago in an important case to reexamine those very statutes, and in The substitute was read, as follows: 
a case in which I was counsel the court announced an important and House are both engaged their respective 


decision in regard to the rights of appeal. There are general Committees on the District of Columbia in investigating subject of ithe 
statutes applicable to all claim cases in which appeals are limited ying. the —awve n the streets, roads, avenues, the a 

in a letter of the president of the ‘of District Commissionsre, trans 
mitted to the respective chairmen of on 


in reference to amounts. 

I de not think that for light reasons Congress, in allowing a 
claim to be referred to the Court of Claims, should provide a 
special right of appeal either for the Government or for the claim- 
ant. Ido not think that to say the Committee on Claims does it 
occasionally, changing the general law, is quite an answer to the 
proposition. 

Mr. PASCO. This is not a case under the general law at all. 
It is a case which it is proposed to refer to the Court of Claims by 
a special bill, and the two Houses of Congress have a right to 
determine the question whether or not there shall be a right of 
appeal in this and other similar cases. The other Honse has seen 
fit to require that the mh ye of appeal shall be given. 

Mr. HILL. May I ask the Senator from Florida a question? 

Mr. PASCO. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL. Does the Senator mean to say that if in this par- 
ticular bill Congress does not say anything about-the right of 
appeal, there would not exist a right of appeal under existing law? 

ir. PASCO. That is the status of the case as it comes to us 
from the other House. The House took that view of it, and 
required that there should bea right of appeal, and the Senate 
committee is disposed to yield to the judgment of the House upon 
that question, particularly when the Representatives and the Sen- 
ators from Massachusetts, who know the wishes of the claimants 
are willing to accept the amendment offered by the House of 
Representatives. Pot Ligh 

Mr. HILL. As I recollect the law, no difference is made in | ~ ana the said Commissioners 
regard to the right of appeal between cases which are referred to | lic buildings and grounds are f 
the Court of Claims by special law and those which are brought | United States Electric Lightin 
there by original claims filed. In certain instances the right of ae. 
appeal is given, and in others it is not. Therefore this seems to 
be a special bill to give the Government or the claimants rights 
in addition to those which are given by the general law. I donot 
think it is good legislation. 1 make no special objection o it, 
however, and if the Senator desires to put it to a vote, all right. 

Mr. PASCO. It is merely a matter which the two Houses of 
Congress have a right to control. If the Senator from New York 
. to the a — he can — ee 2 
when the question comes up. ut I see no reason why the amend- ALI desire 
ment agreed to by the House should not be adopted here. : cleus ae — 

Mr. LODGE. LIask for a vote on my motion to concur in the | ¢-net it may be passed. 
amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is upon concurring in 
the amendment made by the House of Representatives. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

ELECTRIC-LIGHT SUBWAYS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate, as 
@ part of the morriug business, a resolution coming over from a 
previous day, which will be read. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. GALLINGER on the 17th instant 
was read, as follows: 


Hesolved, That until Congress shall provide by legislation for the construc- 
tion of municipal subways, or otherw rovide for the extension of under- 
und electzic-light wires or conduits, the Commissioners of the 
umbia are requested not to permit excavations in the streets, avenues, or 
alleys of the city of Washington for the laying cf any additional wires for 
electric lighting. 


- The VICE-PRESIDENT. eee eee | 


i 
TL 


i 
tl 


hi 
; 
a 


resolution. 
Mr. GALLINGER. I desire to modify the resolution by sub 


i 


































































one of subways and control them. roll call was concluded. 

Mr I should quite agree with the Senator from | Mr. GEAR. I am paired with the senior Senator from Georgia 
Missouri as to the policy of ae eran seer [Mr. Gorpon}, and ore withhold my vote. 
struct conduits or subwaysfor the of tothe; Mr. BACON (after having voted in the negative). I have a 
sale of the city, but if we are to have wires, — pair with the junior Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. 
as is the policy, it does not matter to the District of Columbia or ETMORE}, but under our agreement, when the question is not 


Missouri that it oaght to be considered early and upon | The result was announced—yeas 25, nays 21; as follows: 
early, and so far‘as I have power over the matter it be con- YEAS—25. 
i reported as early as we can reach satis- . Gray Martin, Sinith, 
faetory But I certainly should feel very much Binciburn, Morgan, Squire, 
to the Senate act upon a question such as is em- es i Peek White 
bodied in either of the resolutions submitted without the careful | Cafery, Sones, Ark. may, 
consideration of the a by the proper committee. Lindsay, oh, 
Mr. GALLINGER. | desire tosay asingle word before | Daniel, MeMillan, Sewell, 
the vote is taken on the motion to refer the resolution and the NAYS—21. 
substitute. : i Bacon, Frye, Mitchell, Wis. Teller, 
arteen offered, there Brown, > or est, 
eccnch toy tain a Seabeaion oe to an i a by the — Gorman, eter, Wilson. 
Committee on the District of Columbia of subs this very Lodge, Pettigrew, 
subject. So far as I know, no movement has been made in that | Dubcis, Mantle, Platt, 
ci of Waahington a aon eee ae Se 
a a . } Cullom, Jones, Nev. Shoup, 
suthentic, to the effect that the Commiasioners of the District of | Alien” Davis, — an 
Columbia had eonferred with the Committee on the District of —— ay a. — a ton, 
Seas at Ueda te that Seiatee wapie not nent George, , —. = vile 
with their a and apie =? that assurance the on —— Nelson, Voorhees, 
Commissioners of the Distriet of Colum proceeded to sign | Carter, Hansbro Pritchard, Wetmor 
certain contracts which had been held up in their office for some Chandler, —_ — Proctor, Wolcott 
time rk, > erman, 


ramen cn Vi T thet the Pee yr ge distin. 
sioners . Very my 
guished friend the Senator from Seana and the other dis- 
tinguished members of the committee. They did not confer with 
me, and I am not in any wise responsible for the sommeeres 
statements. I think they are accurate. Nor do I assent to doing 
business in that way in the Senate or on the part of the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 


be very much more 


; Tha tior WALTER EVANS, 
statement that the Commissioners did get certain information in CHARLES A. RUSSELL, 
the room of the District of Columbia Committee. The resolution BENTON McMILLIN, 


lrefer to has been before the committee for a couple of weeks. 
No action has been taken upon it, and yet we have assurances 
that if the ; ee ee eee eee See enenee 
action will be taken upon it. I do 


Resolved. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed 

the — who came here at the last session an to segort a the aamnber and amount of the bonds of the Pacific 
only intended their wires west Roe w 3 sell, as per the terms of the advertisement 

Creek—they said amahile think they said ie to the dated Decomber 16, 186; the title under which the United States olds said 
: a a; . bonds; the date of their maturity; the reasons which impelled him to adver- 
committee, believe ttee on tions acted | tise the same; the name of the guarantor and a copy of the yuaranty bid 
upon the statement—and who are getting on to lay wires | announced by him; and the authority of law, if any, under which the pro- 


took action upon this subject during the last session of y 
that the matter should be held up until the committee has had an 
opportunity to investigate it further. It is a matter of no con- 


“The VICE PRESIDENT 

; . The question is on to the 
motion Se prmanees Die, Beto that the reso- 
lution and the substitute be printed referred tothe Committee 


5 


on the District of Columbia. kind on the Calendar. If one is passed, all ought to be passed. 
Mr. G. Let us have the yeas and nays on that Mr. LODGE. Certainly. I agree with that view. 
question. Mr. COCKRELL. [ask unanimous consent that they all may 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 


to call the roll. 


Mr. when his name was called). I have a gen- 


reason I 


accurate than he is when he bases his decla- 
rations upon such reports. I have heard of no such conference as 
the one referred to, and certainly did not take any part in it. 

Mr. GALLINGER. ve sufficient mformation to justify the 
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Mr. CALL (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. Procror}. I do not know how he 
would vote, and therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon (when his name wascalled). I have 
a general pair with the senior Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Vas}. 
so not present, I withhold my vote. 





political, either may exercise his judgment as to voting. 1 will 
therefore let ny vote stand, although the junior Senator from 
Rhode Island is absent. 

Mr. PUGH. [havea general pair with the senior Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar], but in order to make a quorum I will 
vote. I vote “yea.” 


So the motion to refer was agreed to. 
USE OF ALCOHOL IN THE ARTs. 
Mr. PLATT submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendments of the House to the joint resolution (S. R. 162) continu- 
foree section 2of the act approved June 3, 1806, entitled, * An act to 
repeal section 61 of an act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the 
Government, and for other purposes,” which became a law August 28, 1594, 
free conference have agreed to recommend and 


an amendment, as ¢ , 
Insert after the word “Congress,” in line 11, “ not later than ten days after 
And Senate agree to the same. 


than newspaper . as a rule he would 


©. H. PLATT, 
NELSON W. ALDRICH, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


Managers on the part of the House. 
The report was concurred in. 
BONDS OF PACIFIC RAILROADS. 


Mr. PETTIGREW submitted the following resolution; which 


not care to diseuss this ques- 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


posed sale is to be made, and what disposition is to be made of the proceeds 
of said sale, and also to report what, if any, similar sales of such first-mort- 
eo of said Union or other Pacific railroads, at any time purchased 
or and held in said sinking fund, have been at any time heretofore made, and 
what disposition has been made of the proceeds thereof, if so sold. 


HERBERT H. D. PEIRCE. 

, . Lask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 3340) authorizing Herbert H. G. Pierce to 
accept a medal from the Russian Government. 

Mr. IKRELiL. There are several bilis of exactly the same 


be considered now.. I think there are three or four others now on 
the Calendar. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will first ask if there is 


objection to the request of the Senator from Massachusetts for the 
quneent cunsiiention of the bill indicated by him? 





my 





360 


There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LODGE. There is one trifling amendment which I ask to 
have made. Thename is spelled wrongly. ~It should be “‘ Peirce” 
instead of “* Pierce.” I move that amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: “A bill authorizing Her- 
bert H. D. Peirce to accept a medal from the Russian Govern- 
ment.” 

JOSEPH J. KINYOUN. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (S. 3214) to authorize Joseph J. Kinyoun, 
passed assistant surgeon of the Marine-Hospital Service, to accept 
a medal from the President of the Republic of Venezuela. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed 


COMMANDER E. 8. HOUSTON, 


Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (8. 3365) to authorize Commander E. 8. 
Houston, United States Navy, to accept a portrait of the Emperor 
of Germany. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of thé 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The ll was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of 2 o’clock having arrived, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask that the two or three little bills re- 
maining may be 3g It will take only a minute. 

, Mr. PETTIGREW. I have no objection to the unfinished busi- 
ness being laid aside temporarily simply to dispose of the two or 
three bills the Senator from Missouri refers to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 
none. 


The Chair hears 


Cc. E, MARR AND E, H. PIERCE. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Iask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the -bili (S. 3363) to authorize C. E. Marr and E. H. 
Pierce to accept testimonials from the Canadian government. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, 


and 
LIEUT. COL, W. H. FORWOOD. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the. bill (S. 3364) to authorize Lieut. Col. W. H. 
Forwood and Dr. George 1. Penrose to accept certain testimonials 
from the Argentme Government. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I understood that thechairmain of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Suzr- 
MAN], reported some amendments to the bill. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The Senator from Ohio, from the commit- 
tee, recommends that the bill be amended by inserting in line 38, 
after the first word, the words “ Lieutenant-Colonel;” after the 
word *‘ Forwood ” to strike out the words “‘lieutenant-colonel and” 
and insert “deputy;” after the word “surgeon” in the same line 
to insert eral:” after the word ‘“‘Army,” in line 4, to strike 
out the words ‘deputy surgeon-general;” and to strike out all of 
section 2; so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That Lieut. Col. W. H. Forwood, deputy surgeon-general 
United States Army, be, and he is hereby, authorized to accept a case of sur- 

ical instruments tendered him by the minister of the Argentine Republic in 

e city of Washington, in the name of the Argentine Government, in recog- 
nition of professional services rendered the late Lieut. Commander Rafael 
Garcia Mansilla, who was accidentaliy injured while riding in the Soldiers’ 
Home Park and prought to the hospital there April 17, 1894, for treatment. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: “A bill to authorize Lieut. 
Col. W. H. Forwood to accept certain testimonials from the Argen- 
tine Government.” 


ADMIRAL T, 0. SELFRIDGE AND OTHERS. 
Mr. COCKRELL. There is only one more bill of this kind upon 


the Calendar. I ask unanimous consent for the present consider- | 
ation of the bill (S. 3366) te authurize Admiral T. O. Selfridge, | 


United States Navy; Capt. G. H. Wadleigh, United States Navy; 
Lieut. Commander E: H. Gheen, United States Navy; Paymaster 
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J. B. Redfield, United States Navy; Lieut. J. J. Hunker, United 
es _ ae Pe : United States Navy, and 
msign R. L. , Uni tates Navy, to 
sented to them by the Russian Gvernancs t. = cee. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, ed to consider the bill. 
te bill was sees - the Senate were Soares. ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read third time, and passed, 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I yield to the Senator from Washington 
[Mr. Squire} to make an announcement. 
FORTIFICATIONS AND OTHER SEACOAST DEFENSES. 


Mr. SQUIRE. Mr. President, I desire to announce that at an 
early date I propose to ask for the consideration of the bill 
* 1159) to provide for fortifications and other seacoast defenses, 

t was my intention to ask for the t consideration of the 
bill to-day, but u consultation with Senators who thought we 
would not be able to arrive at a vote before the holiday recess 
which is to be taken, I concluded to postpone it until alter the 
Senate reassembles. I believe it is such an important measure 
that it ought to be brought to the attention of the Senate at an 

early date, and that we should have a vote upon the bill, which 
| has been reported from the Committee on Coast Defenses and has 
already been quite fully discussed before the Senate, and recom- 
| mended by the Secretary of War. 

The amount called for in the bill is $10,000,000, which is about 
the amount of the estimate of the Secretary of War in his annual 
report for the next fiscal year. It is an admitted fact that the 
condition of our seacoast defenses is at present most lamentable, 
and calls for redoubled energy on the part of the Government to 
put the national defenses in suitable condition to resist possible 
attack upon our seacoast cities by foreign fleets in case of hos- 
tilities between our own and any other nation. At the last ses- 
sion of this Congress larger appropriations were made than have 
on Some made - this purpose in auy ous Thus 
the disposition o Congas j 
ane eee am i —— ‘op 
ast session of Congress y i Porpose 
by the War Department and the work is rapi orward 
upon the allotments and contracts ere one entered 

upon thus vigorously must be as vigorously pursued if we would 
make the system of defenses effective. 
the necessities of the situation, which 
and immediate appropriation which 
purpose in the immediate future. 
CELESTE A. BOUGHTON, 
Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the 
on the amendment of the House of 
ing an eS i ak aeerte t 
ace Boughton, ha met, after full and free co 


part of 

Mr. GALLINGER. I move that the Senate eens Sea eer 
conference with the House of Representatives disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. : 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate at the con- 
ference; and Mr. GALLINGER, Mr. PaLMER, and Mr. ER were 
appointed. 

MRS. JANE STEWART WHITING. 
Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following report: 


The cmsmittes of conference ox the Geapeetae tan etre enon 
the amendment of the House of tatives ae pee 
a pension to Mrs. Jane Stewart ting, having met, after waa con- 
ference, are unable to agree. LEG 


JOuN bw : 

Manayzers on the part Senate. 
8. 8. A 
Managers on the part of 

Mr. GALLINGER. I move that the Senate a further 
' conference with the House of Representatives on 
| votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By —— ome the he es was authorized to 

appoint the conferees on part of t. 
MITCHELL 


President ae 
Senate; . ALLIN- 
= oan Cannon, and Mr. of Wisconsin were ap- 
pointed. 


FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 
' The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free on the 
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1896. 


e on reserving the 
com from the 
ments. 


mittee on Public with amend- 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask that the bill be read at length. 

Mr. COCKRELL. This is an important bill, and I insist that 
while the bill is being read there shall be a quorum ir. the Cham- 
ber. I say there is no quoram u the floor of the Senate now. 
‘The PRESIDING. ICER (Mr. Harris in the chair). The 
want of a quorum being suggested, the Secretary will call the roll 


of the Senate. 

The called the roll; and the following Senators an- 
swered to their names: 
Bate.” om tchell, Soesil, 
Berry Dubois, Mitchell, Wis. Sherman, 
Blackburn, Gallinger Morgan, Smith, 
Blanchard, . Murphy, uire, 
Brown, Gear, Nelson, Stewart, 
Burrows, ares, pea, res 

— Hawiey, Perkins, Vest, 

Cannon, Lindsay. Pettigrew, Walthall, 
Carter, . Platt, White. 
Chilton, M . Proctor, 
Clark, Martin, Pugh, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Fifty Senators have et ee 
. — names. A quorum is present. The Secretary will read 

e bill. 

The Secretary read the bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendments reported by 
the Committee on Indian Affairs will be stated. 

The Secretary. In_ section 1, line 5, it is proposed to strike 
out the words ‘‘in the Territory of Oklahoma,” and at the end of 
line 15 to add the following proviso: 


however, That all sums of ae released, which if not re- 


would belong toany Indian tribe, shall be paid to such Indian tribe by 


leased 
the United States. 


So as to make the section read: 

That ali settlers under the homestead 
public lands acquired by treaty or 
een ae r 


laws of the United States upon the 
nt from the various Indian tribes, 
eu 


segpended until M legislation by Congress, in so far as the ma affect 
the territory hitherto known as Green County, Tex. amt 
Mr. VEST. Is there a report accompanying that bill, Mr, 


t? 
og ae ern coainman There is. ying the Will 
tr. PLATT. There isa report g the bill. 
Mr. VEST. I call for the reading of the report. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read the 


Mitr. PLATT. I desire to say with to the report, which 
appears as printed to be a report of the Committee on Public 
Lands, that that isa mistake. It is a report of the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, as is shown by the Calendar. The action of the 
committee was not unanimous. I was not in favor of the bill, 

I the members of the committee 


make a min report. Ido not know just ho - 
Siisiiierunend ts den amaaceiy resect ot aes 


From what committee does the bill come? 

the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

to have the rtread. I hope 
min a thin Senate.* Itis a 


Mr. VEST. Is the amount stated b 
necticut the amount which the bill if it becomes a law will cost 
ee PERE 

r. . The report says it will not be over $17,000,000. 
The Secretary of the Interior thinks it will be $35,000,000. 

Mr. . I want to makeas tion to the Senator from 
South Dakota who has charge of the bill. This is a very impor- 
tant measure, and I suggest to the Senator that he allow it to go 
over until after the recess, and then fix a day for its consideration. 
—_ PLATT. It would be the unfinished business if it went 


Mr. VEST. Ido not want to delay the bill, but at the same 


the Senator from Con- 
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for actual and bona fide set- | time I want an opportunity to examine it and to ascertain exactly 
ublic lands for that i. which had | what it amounts to. - 
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Mr. CULLOM. I hope if the bill goes over the minority of the 
committee will submit a report, ia order that we may understand 
their views on the subject. 

Mr. VEST. I want to hear both sides of the question. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I want tosay tothe Senator from Missouri 
that after the statement he has made I do not desire to insist on a 
vote on the bill to-day, but I desire that the report of the Senate 
committee shall be read. so that it may go inte the Recorp. After 
that I shall not object to the bill being the unfinished business 
when we convene after the holidays, unless some Senator wishes 
to speak upon it now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from South 
Dakota desire the report to be read or printed in the Recorp? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I desire that.the report shall be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read from the report submitted by Mr. Perrt- 
GREW May 16, 1896, as follows: 


The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3856) 
pone for free homesteads on public lands in Oklahoma Territory for ac- 
tual and bona fide settlers, having had the same under consideration, report 
it back with the following amendments: 

From the title strike’ out the words “in Oklahoma Territory.” 

m line 6, section 1, strikeout the words “in the Territory of Okiahoma.” 

At the end of line 15, section 1, add the words: 

“ Provided, however, That all sums of money so released, which if not re- 
leased would belong to an Indian tribe, shall be paid to such Indian tribe by 
the Uniced States.” 

Thus amended, your committee recommend that the bill do pass. 

The efféct of the first two amendments reported will be to change the act 
from one covering alone the surrendered Indian lands of Oklahoma Territory 
to an act covering the Indian reservation lands opened by treaty or agree- 
ment to — settlement in all States and Territories of the United States. 

The effect of the third amendment reported wiil be to secure to all Indians 

yment for lands surrendered under agreements with the United States 
vernment that certain compensation was to be bestowed upon them. 

In cooking te change the act from one of limited scope to one of general 

application, your committee is actuated by a belief that its just provisions 

should not confined to a circumscribed area or to a selected number of 

peo but should cover all of that class to whom, in its original form, it was 
e locally applicable. 

The measure involves no new principle of legislation, but is sustained by 
popeneets numerous in the statute books of the nation. It aims merely to 

ring — public domain under the beneficent provisions of the 
homestead law, an enactment which has in years of our past extended west- 
ward from congested population centers those energetic millions of our own 
and other races who required only room and a place to toil that the fruits of 
their labor ‘ht fall inte the lap of the world. It is hardly necessary to go 
into details and statistics in su rt of the achievements of the homestead 
law. They have been repea Y, uttered and printed in connection with 

fore this body, and they justify the wisdom of the framers of 
that enactment. 

The contention of your committee is that in the application of the home- 
stead law thereshould be no discrimination—that it should be applied to every 
portion of the public domain and to all the people who go out to subdue the 
wilderness. e argument that these lands were beaghs fora price from the 
Indians, and that it was provided that the ultimate white owners of the land 
should compensate the General Government for its outlay, has been given 
due consideration. Theonly possible conclusion, within lines of equity, is that 
the provision was an erroneous one, and that its elimination from the statutes 
has been already too ce Our entire national domain was original] 
Pe from the Ind either for a cash or commodity price, or throug 

cost of conquest, and much of it has been twice bought, because of its 
ancient occupancy by foreign nations. Yet in the parceling of the domain, 
under the Lo patey of the homestéad act, the proposition that the Govern- 
ment should exact the cost of land from its former occupants never found 
the form of law until it came to be applied to these recently acquired mfini- 
tesimal remnants of a governmental area that once reached westward from 
the Mississippi to the Cc. 

In conn with a measure similar to the one reported herewith, the Sec- 
retary of the Interior has submitted a report, and, through a tabulated state- 
ment therein embodied, ex)ibits the conclusion that the enactment of the 
bill under consideration would deprive the Government of some $35,000,000. 
This statement of Seporaey benefit to come to the nation can never be 
fulfilled under conditions now existing and which have existed since the 
land was thrown — the market. Much of the area to be apened of lies 
within the semiarid region of the far West. It is not worth to the settler the 

for it. For example, there were 9,500,000 acres released in 1889 
m Indian jurisdiction in the t Sioux Reservation of the Dakotas. Of 
this total only a little over 700,000 acres has been en, for which the occu- 
pants have to pay about $825,000. This leaves 8,800,000 acres undis- 
posed of, and under the terms of the treaty with the Indians, the Govern- 
ment is bound to pay at the expiration of ten years from March 2%, 1889. to the 
Indians, one half a dollar peracre, whether any of it is sold tosettlers or not. 
Unsalable real estate should not be figured in as prospective cash assets. 
And the land not taken is practically unsalable. The 700.000 acres occupied 
by settlers represent all that will ever be attractive to producers. The bal- 
ance is ranging grounds for herds, and isavailable without entry or purchase 
for that ao 

The same line of reasoning will apply to the ceded lands of Oklahoma, of 
which there are over $15,000,000 worth entered in the tabulated statement of 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

On the other hand, there are ceded reservation lands in Idaho, Washing- 
ton, and Montana that will not be affected by the measure recommended by 
your committee, because of their mineral character. They will remain 
under the ration of the mineral-land laws and will become readily salable 
assuch, Their value must therefore be deducted from the lous estimate of 
the Interior De ment. 

Of the worthless desert land there is an area sufficient within the ceded 
fractions of Indian reservations enumerated in the report of the Secretary 
of the Interior to materially reduce the aggrezato of his estimate. Land of 
this character can never be sold to farmers or stock growers. or to any other 
class of producers: and for so much of it as the Government has purchased 
from the Indians it can not expect to be compensated. 

It is the conclu«ion of your committee, upon the reasonable basis above out- 

ned, that the Department's alleged loss estimate under the provisions of 

bill should be reduced at least one-half, or te about $17,500,000. But your 


ttee can not admit that this money total should be considered as lost 











































revenue. It represents an exaction not before imposed upon agricultural 
roducers who, through toil and the privations of extreme poverty upon the 
rontier, plant the foundation stones of wealth-teeming Commonwealths so 
firmly that they will endure as long as the fall and the sun endows life 
with the energy of its rays. 
The report made by Mr. Lacey to the House of Representatives in relation 
to House bill No. 3048 is hereby made a part of this report. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. That is all of the report I desire to have 


read. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let it all be printed in the Recorp. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The remainder of the .~ 
will be printed in the Rucorp, if there be no objection. The 
Chair hears none. 

The remainder of the report is as follows: 

[House Report No. 147, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. ] 

Mr. Lacey, from the Committee on the Public Lands, submitted the follow 

ing = to accompany H. R. - 

he Committee on the Public Lands, having had under consideration House 
Dill 8948, report the same back with a favorable recommendation, with the 
folowing amendments: 

Insert in line 3, after the word “that,” the words “so much of.” and strike 
out the word “ requiring” in the same line, and insert the words “as require” 
in lieu thereof. 
Also amend by patios. ots line M4, the fi words: 

“ Provided further, t this act shail not reservations where the 
pee of the sales of homestead or other thereof are under exist- 
ng treaties required to be paid over to the Indians, or held in trust, or paid 
imte the Treasury for their benefit.” 

Thus amended, your committee end that the bill do pass. 


recomm: : 
The pened bill does not invelve any new and untried le of legis- 
seheon he is only a return to the homestead law in its Se form and 

urpose. 
Pit will be proper to review briefly in this connection the history of the 
emestead act, which, after some . finally became a part 
mark in the country's history when it finally 


ap Sti Raita Sali erg sean 
4 “ in 
A settlers." . 


ae one caee its final aap. Geatens A. Gnew, now a 
T use, appeared as champion this change the 
a eee a ee ‘A bill was loat January 20, 1860 in the House, by a 
vote o 


On 1, 1859, a homestead bill passed the House by a vote of 120 to 76. 
February 17, 1859, it was taken up in the Senate by a vote of 26 to 23. 

Mr. Siidell ant the bill in the Senate aud called up the bill for the 
purchase of Cuba in its stead. 

The to open free homes to the landless on the public domain gave 
slavery by the purchase of more terri 


was open > oe - ry 
ready fully occupied with slave labor. a previous motion pope 
> of the homestead bill the vote stood 28 to 28, and V be Freak 


dent Breckinri ve the eS 
“The bill was me toe aatealion in its favor largely influenced subse- 


me events. 
Ma 6, 1860, Mr. Loree. of Miinais, reported the Grow homestead bill 
favorably. March 12, 1860, it passed the House by a vote of 115 to 65. 
= the Senate Mr. Andrew Johnson, of Te a substitute 
aquiring homestead settlers to bu 
hive ears’ settlement. Senator Ben Wade moved to amend b 
bill. The motion ay 10, 1860, 


; was 
passed Senator Johnson's substitute by a vote of 44 to 8. 
The House retused to concur and a red, and the confer- 
ence committee, after twelve meetings, the Senats substitute. As 

expressed by Mr. Grow, it was ‘a loaf. 

conference report eames a vote of 115 to 51 in the House, and 
96 to 2in the. . Mr. Colfax that the cost of 26 cents an 
was equal to the average cost of the land to the 


Mr. Windom announeed that this bill was only the first 
cuward stepin the line of anew policy. ButonJune 23, 1860, James Buchanan, 
i U vetoed the bill and it failed to pass over his 
veto, the vote in the Senate being 28 yeas and 18 nays, 8 votes less than a 
ms majority. 
Bue 


hanan declared the bill to be unconstitutional. He said that 25cents 
an acre was a mere nominal price. and that it was peameae $0 caving the 
2 had ne power to grant free es On 


the educatio: 


for use in m of the people. 


sold for 
The L was for out of the National Treasu: 
pene togive it away than t 
money away that been paid to Napoleon Pp 
of land sales he looked upon as a source of revenue long to be enjoyed by the 


ma2i0n. 

ae ER eek nenegnans ie Senet Gee might result to the people at large 

by the transfer of an uninhabited wilderness into a populous and prosperous 

Commonwealth. 

TT? to by the addition of new ngewe to the 

not seem to be appreciated by the President. e President 
that in this new pee PY © pore of nations 

growth of untold value, in which the old States would the wealth to be 

added the confederation. 

blic domain was asacred trust which should 

be sold for cash seems to have fully entered 


up of new States iu the West under a system of free homes. 
of 1861 soon followed. The friends of the 


Rome, his camp near the = sold at 
the forum, in the darkest hours of 1861 and the home- 

stead bill was considered almost within the sound of hostile guns. 
Aldrich introduced the bill July 8, 1801, and it was referred to the Com- 















has ben arcepted without daestion. Oscamoaal amendments and mater 


been unchanged. 
aucting the tne of thelr service tm Army or Neer tee aie. 


ai bubstantially ali the lands embraced in the area Sng my 
The only difference was that some portions cost more caere. 


urchase from France in 1803 cost33 cents per acre. from 
n 1819 cost 17.1 cents acre. The from. 1888.cost 
cents per acre. The Gadeden purchase in 1803 cost 94.3 
purchase from Texas in 1850 cost 25.17 cents per acre. Poneht hs 
1867, cost 1.19 cents per acre. 


an Cesennes ee en ae 

The entire public domain up 1880 had cost $8157,880.98, or 4.7 conts per 

acre. 

Up to 1880 the Government had sold or disposed of to the 

vale of $200,708.88. 11 This ineluded extensive ae ete 

school The amoun per acre, including 
gramtript pablie parpeneh Wap cents. 

tian ate tae Mirtraanand, of team te O88 of having 

been fully reimbursed, fe total outlays up to that time 

The total actual cost, after adding those 1% acre. 

foe, Shinoouth Florin Sabana. Wingy Lou Sarit 

fanhington, ‘oot. 


Utah, Idaho, W: Ne California, Indian 
Territory, New Mexico, ae Aen have thus been added to a 
cost of but little over $120,000.00. The census of 1890: showed these to 
have wealth, real and personal, in the following amounts: 
IR i ickinwe cncknil 026,272 | Florida ................. 489, 388 
Wisconsin ...........-... “Tse. indhidiosagedipagiaen = 74 
Te cinidlinare See inn chscnekeeliee §- oe 
; - a 1, 45, T12, 267 





referred to the of and he his report 
cdesoean tothe Lil tatoion nies en sammniananal tatanbaios 
of the General Land Office to the same effect. 
session of the different views taken of the ; 

DEPARTMENT pase, 
Washington, 90, 1896. 

Srr: Ll have 
Ses 

bil, 

that 









For the information of Congress, I desire to submit the following: 

Btatement — Se Oe See 
Indian military reservations are relieved from 

said lands at rates now fired by law upon a showing of five years’ e 












732, 280 50 $1, 830, 700 

ia SFA 2 Less | “Le 2. TR B00 

208.350} 1.00 2) 808, 350 

came ENS 100.820} 2.50 423.300 

ee ee ee) 68.950|}° 2.50 172.375 

rr ae 906.588} 1.35 455, 670 

og | ~boagrenaene sores | = «1% 258) 785 

Pottawatomie, Okla ...... eS . gees 
enne 

Kickapoo, Of ee. s.000 | 1.80 127, 500 

et wise | =| G14! 235 

Total in Oklahoma ..........-.----|--------.---.-]----- a *15, 058, 462 





Treasury credit of Indians, to recompense them for the cession of 
the lands. ge att aes eg ee ee lng og el 
crqesens Se oe Teagan te ndiaes, 
uniess e pulations entirely ignored 

These are subject to under other than the homestead 
ek It can not be determined what amount is likely to be embraced in other 


(d) It been to estimate the area embraced in abandoned mii- 
i B affected by the ac. na some of them and, parts 
are u also to estimate the ap 


HOKE SMITH, Secretary. 
Hon. Joun FP. Lacry, 
Chairman Committee on the Public Lands, House of Representatives. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
‘ashington. D. C., January 16, 1396. 
Sir: I have had the to receive by referance f the en 
L degiicabe salt sesmerntd powers 
on the —_ lands in Ok- 


71 
ic an Y =_—<—S on the Public = 
ouse resentatives, a request that you make any suggestio 
you may Suieete snake in regard therwt> to aid the committee in its consid 
The bill : 
nena in hamatinat tans of Oa ind Seles <a ie 
by treaty or t from the various Indian tribes 
mw Love or whoahall hureaiter beuide w 
for the period required woeuiing be. 
land so entered upon the paymer-t to tho local 
fees; and noother or further charge 
from such settler to entitle him toa 
by entry: Provided, . 
Safe tetas ead taps co et i ot 
a 
eae __ prices now e 


e 


. 
| 


eer ont or Al ean sub- 
section 16 of act of 3. 1801 Stat. . 
homestead Ae , 


settler shail pay $1.50 per acre for the 


p 


F 
i 
F 
é 


un Bae tay as nis an rasan eles Shy ESS 
Cherokee lands, subject to disposal under section 
March 8 ime OT Stee walsh seaeieen comatier eiees obtlonn 
Patent to pay the sum of per acre for Tae aes tte ae 
pee ees Seen and 9° west longitude, 
persere fog land west of 98)° west anderen sem ecmeuns 
St then seas ‘cent per Nig rma aa “ 
to under section 13 of 
ot ana Sa Sra’ erases obec dipomnl under ection 18 of te act 






































= for the land taken by him, and interest upou the amount to be 


the date of entry to the date of final payment at the rate of 4 per 


cent per annum. 


Wichita lands, which, when opened to settlement, will be subject to dis- 
under the act of March 2, 189 (28 Stat. L.. 897), which requires each 
entryman to pay $1.25 per acre for the land entered at the time 
of submitting his final weer This act further provides that che money re- 
from the sales of Wichita lands shall be deposited in the Treasury 
subject to the ent of the Court of Claims in a suit authorized to be 
brought by the ta Indians against the United States for the pu of 
determining the amount, if any, which they are entitled to receive for the 
relinquishment of their lands. 
The lands referred to constitute the greater part of Oklahoma Territory, 


8 


i 


as Sova ay on — am — = nae a3 homestead entry, having 

acqu yw various t except what is kn 

the “ Pu lic Land Strip,” now emb in Beaver County. ee 
Without endeavoring to state the exact amount paid by the United 


States to the Indians for the relinquishment of ali their rights to said lands, 
it is found by reference to the acts of March 1, 1889 (25 Stat. L.. 759); March 
1889 (25 Stat. L. oi ae 13. 1891 (26 Stat. L., 758); March 8, 1891 (26 


L... 1021 and 1025 (27 Stat. L. 542), and March 3, 1498/27 Stat. 
L., 640-64). that the Government has paid or to pay te the Indians 
000 for such cessions. and doubtless er cessions made at earlier 


over 

dates were also in consideration of yeguemnte of varying sums of money. 
on pogieg St the disposal of these lands, Congress evidently intended 
to United States for the money so expended, when it departed 
from the usual custom and required a payment for the land even when the 
settler showed five ’ residence upon theland. This legislation is not 
peculiar to lands in Territory, but similar provisions are made in 
regard to other lands, where the Government has paid a valuable considera- 
the cession thereof by the Indians, as, for instance, in the 
of the Sioux and Lake Traverse lands in North and South Dakota, the 





This course a to be just and equitable, for it would not be proper to 
puieed te whole country in order that land might be acquired 
of giving free homes to a very small proportion of them. 
The bt these lands understood that the law required them to 
y for the land settled upon, and many parties doubtless were debarred 
m entering into com tion with the parties who entered these lands 
they were un g or unable to make the required payment. 

The Government prebably entered into its en ments with the Indians, 
by which the Indian title to these lands was ex uished, simply because it 
expected to receive again from the settlers the money paid therefor, and 
such a supeeze to be the foundation of the whole transaction between 
the and Government. 

It should be observed aiso that if the Court of Claims should decide that 
the by sa ee = be paid on Ge relinquishment of their lands. = 
ma necessary for Congress to make an appropriation to satisfy such 

t if the bill becomes a law. 

For the reasons stated, I am compelled to withhold my eapoee from the 

bill, which, with accompanying letter, is herewith returned. 


Very respectfuily, 
7 - . Ss. W. LAMOREUX, Commissioner. 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


The objection made to H. R. 292, that it would include military reservations, 
does not apply to H. R. 3048, the general bill. It only applies to lands obtained 
by purchase or treaty from the Indians. 

“the e Secretary and Commissioner against the bill are sub 
stantially the same as those urged by Mr. Buchanan in his veto message in 
1880. The figures given, however, might prove misieading. The Secretary 
has computed all the lands in Oklahoma and estimated them at the maximum 
cont ds cet thus indicating that the Government would lose the sum of 
“ by the passage of a bill of this character as applied to Oklahoma 

one. 

This makes no allowance for lands which have already been commuted and 
probable commutations in the future, and also takes no account of any weste 
and worthless land that the Government will not be able tosell. It will be 
observed in the letter of the Secretary that this land is all estimated at from 
a to $2.50 an acre, the maximum prices for public, agricultural, or grazing 

t the existing law — the purchaser to comply with all the 
requirements of the homestead law without any of its benefits. After living 
upon it and reclaiming it to cultivation, he must in the end pay for it at the 


full price. 

The situation of these le also appeals to the generosity of the nation. 
Since the enactment of the laws opening these reservations to settlement a 
period of almost continuous drought has prevailed. In the lands bordering 
on the arid belt a marked falling off of pee has occurred, and the set- 
tler has found it hard enough te support himself and family without making 
provision for the purchase of his home at the end of five years’ residence. 

We think these settlers should be accorded the generous and liberal pro- 
visions of the original homestead law. 

nation can well afford in times of peace to deal as liberally with its 
an as it did in the dark days when the original law was enacted, in May, 


The bill as amended by the committee would read as follows: 
A bill to provide for free homes on lands purchased from the Indian tribes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That 30 much cf all acts or parts of acts as 
require payment to the United States therefor from persons who havo 
~~ or may hereafter acquire homesteads upon the pubtic lands included 
in limits of any nt obtained by treaty or purchase from the various 
tribes of Indiansare hereby repealed, and the settlers entitled to the benefits 
of the homestead laws upon such lands shali only be required to pay the 
urual and customary fees required from homestead settlers upon other pub 
lic lands: Provided. That the right to commute any such entry and pay for 
said lands at the option of any such settler and in the time and at the prices 
now fixed by existing laws shall remain in full force and effect: Previded 

, That this act shall not apply to any lands where the proceeds of the 
sales or homestead or other entries thereof are under existing treaties 
required to be paid over to the Indians or held in trust or paid into the 
Treasury for their benefit. 

The Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of the Generel Land 
Office have aiso made a special report as to H. 8. 3948, which for the informa- 
of the House we set out in full, as :ollows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, January 27, 1896. 
: Lhave the honor to hand you herewith a report from the Commis- 
of mneral Land Office, dated the 2ist instant, on H. R. 3048, “To 
free homesteads on lands purchased from the Indian tribes.” 
expression of my views on legislation of this character, [ respect- 
refer you to my report on House bills 202 and 2645, which are of a 
similar to this. For the reasons therein expressed, and those ses 


HE 
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forth in the popost of the Commissioner, herewith transmitted, I recom- 
mend that this bill do not pass. 
Very respectfully, 
HOKE SMITH, Secretary. 
Hon, Joun F. Lacey, 


Chairman Committee on the Public Lands, House of Representatives. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 21, 1896. 

SiR: I have had the honor to receive, by reference from the Department, 
under date of January 17, 1896, for report in duplicate and return of papers, 
H. R. bill No. 3048, “To provide for free homes on lands purchased from the 
Indian tribes,”’ which was referred to the Department by Hon. Joun F. 
Lacey, chairman of the Committee on the Public Lands of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, with a request that you make any suggestions you may desire 
to make in regard thereto to aid the committee in its consideration. 

The bill provides: 

“That all acts or parts of acts requiring payment to the United States 
therefor from persons who have ogres or may hereafter acquire home- 
steads upon the public lands included in the limits of any grant ae 
treaty cr purchase from the various tribes of Indians are hereby repealed, 
and the settlers entitled to the benefits of the homestead laws upoa such 
iands shall only be required to pay the usual and customary fees required 
from homestead settlers upon other public lands: Provided, That the right 
to commute any such entry and 
settler and in the time and at the prices now fixed by existing laws shall 
remain in full force and effect.” 

I have the honor to report that it appears to be the purpose of the bill to 
release parties who may make what is known as final proof, under sections 
22yl and 2305, United States Revised Statutes, on homestead entries embrac- 


y for said lands at the option of any such | 


ing lands acquired from the Indians by treaty or purchase, from the require- | 


ment of also paying for the lands embraced in the entry. 

Large tracts of land have been acquired through purchase from the Indi- 
ans, for some of which the Government has al y paid the Indians, and for 
the price of others of which the Government is responsible. Laws were en- 
acted opening these lands to settlement under the homestead law. which laws 
provided for the payment therefor by the a of sums, specified in the 
various laws, corresponding to the amount pe therefor by the Government 
to the Indians, or for the payment of which to them the Government bound 
itself by its treaties or agreements with the Indians. 

The amounts resulting from such payments were required either to be 
deposited to the credit of the Indians or to reimburse the Government for 
Se oe made to the Indians. 

‘The lands that will be affected by the provisions of the bill if it becomes a 
law are as follows: 

Sac and Fox and Iowa lands, Oklahoma, subject to disposal under section 
7 cf the act of Fepruary 13, 1891 (26 Stat. L., 759), which provides that each 
homestead settler before receiving a patent shall pay $1.25 per acre for the 
land taken by bim. 

Absentee Shawnee, Pottawatomie, and Cheyenne and Arapahoe lands, Okla- 
homa, subject ta disposal under section 16 of the act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stat. 
L.., 1926), which provides that each homestead settler shall pay $1.50 per acre 
for the land taken by him. 

Kickapoo lands, Oklahoma, subject-to disposal under section 3 of the act of 
March 3, 1893 (27 Stat. L., 563), which requires each homestead settler to pay 
$1.50 per acre for the land settled upon. 

Cherokee Outlet lands, Oklahoma, subject to disposal under section 10 of the 
act of March 3, 1893 (27 Stat. L., 640), which uires each settler before receiv- 
ing a patent to pay the sum of $2.50 per acre for any land east of 97}° west lon- 
gitnde, $1.50 per acre for any land between 97j° and 98)° west longitude, 
and $1 per acre for any land west of 98)° west longitude, and interest upon 
the amonnt so to be paid for said land from the date of entry to the date of 
final payment at the rate of 4 per cent per annum. 

Tonkawa and Pawnee lands, Oklahoma, subject to d 
13 of the act of March 3, 1893 (27 Stat. L., 644), which provides that each settler 
shall pay $2.50 per acre for the land taken by him, and interest upon the 
amount to be paid from the date of entry to the date of fine} payment at the 
rate of 4 por cent ai, annum. 

Wichita iands, Oklahoma, which, when opened to settlement, will be sub- 
ject to disposal under the act of March 2, (28 Stat. L.. 897), which requires 
exch homestead Say tape to pay es pr acre for the entered at the 
time of submitting final proof. s act further provides that the money 
received from the sales of Wichita lands shall be deposited in the Treasury, 
subject to the ju ent of the Court of Claims, in a suit authorized to be 
brought by the ta Indians against the United States for the pu of 
dotermining the amount, if any, which they are entitled to receive for the 
relinquishment of their lands. 

‘The lands acquired from the Sioux Indians in Dakota and the Ponca In- 
dians in Nebraska by the cession of the Indian title thereto were made sub- 
ject to homestead entry by the act of March 2, 1889 (25 Stat. L., 888), which 
act provided for the a for said lands by the settlers, in addition to the 
fees provided by law, of the sums therein ed. Themoneysreceived from 
the settlers are to be deposited in the United States Treasury and applied to 
reim the Government for all 
provided for by said act, and tc create a permanent fund for the Indians. 

The lands acquired from the Sisseton and Wahpeton Indians in North and 
South Dakota (known as the Lake Traverse lands) were by the act of March 
8, 1891 (26 Stat L., 1089) made subject to homestead entry, the settlers thereon 
being required i So pee therefor at the rate of $2.50 pee acre. 

The agricuilt lands ceded dians in the State of Min- 
nesota under the 
are, by section 6 of said act, made subject to d under the homesteap 
law, &d each settler is required, before receiving patent, to pay $1.25 per 
acre for the landtaken by him. The money is to be deposited in the Treasury 


under section 


i = benefit of the Indiars asa recompense for the cession of their surplus | 


B. 

The Yankton lands in South Dakota, subject to disposal under the act of 
August 15, 1894 (28 Stat. L., pages 314 to 319), which provides that each home- 
stead settler shall Jy harley per acre before receiving a certificate of entry. 

The rort Berthold lands in North Dakota, subject to disposal under section 
25 of the act of March 3, 1891] (26 Stat. L., 1035), which requires each homestead 
sa Bt pay $1.50 per acre before receiving a final certificate. 

The 
the act of March 3, 1391 (26 Stat. L., 1081), which provides that each homestead 
on sl all pay $1.50 per acre for the land taken by him before receiving a 
patent. 

The Nez Perce lands in Idaho, subject to dis under section 16 of the 
act of August 15, 1894 (28 Stat. L.. pages 226 to 332), which provides that each 
settier on said lands shall pay $3.75 per acre for the lands settled upon before 
receiving a certificate of entry. 

The Colville lands in Washington, subject to disposal under the act of July 
1, 1802 (27 Stat. L., @), which requires 
acre before receiving a final certificate for the land covered by his entry. 

The Crow lands in Montana, subject to disposal under section 31 of the act 
of March 3, 1891 (26 Stat. L.. 1043), which provides that each homestead settler 
shall, before receiving a patent, pay $1.5) per acre for the land settled upon. 


necessary expenditures contemplated and | 


iy bye ee 
rovisions of the act of January 14, 1889 (25 Stat. L., 642), | 


: ‘ c 
ur d'Alene lands in Idaho, subject to dispesal under section 22 of | atines. ts 


each homestead settler to pay $1.50 per | 
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where 
same 
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required from 
instance, in the case of the Muscogee or 
: of over See ae ; 
, where subsequen Cheyenne Pottawatomie, 
beentes Shawnee, Sac end Fox, lows. end iithepes tethes of re- 
ceived valuable considerations amoun to over new for of 
thesame landssoceded. Thisamountof does embease any com 
nsation for the Great Sioux lands in Northand Rebeto ans ebraska, 
oe ee eee ts ee ee lands in 
or for the ta lands in Oklahoma, as the Government has not to 
oy & Indians any fixed amount for these lands. 
af thelands, cotimated t — to nearly 
e 
are to be deposited ae 
as to whether 
whole or any part thereof. If the bill under con- 
sideration becomes a law, it will be necessary to make other 
provision for the Sioux and Chippewa Indians. for the Colville 
and Wichita Indians, to recompense them for the loss of proceeds arising 
— ee ee ae aes Oe ee 
n providing for disposal of these lands Congress evidently 
velnberss te United States for the money so expended when it 
from the usual custom, and required a pa t for the land even 
settler showed five years’ residence upon the land. Thiscourseappears to be 
just and equitable, for it would not os proper to burden the people 
whole country in order that land might be acquired for the purpose 
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ing table has been prepared: 
Statement showing te loss to the United States if homestead settlers 
on Indian reservations who make final on their entries are released 
Srom paying for said lands at rates now by law. 
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already paid by the settlers is so small as to form a very 
the amount due. 
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The Government probably entered into aan vit te Indians 


the committee to H. R. 
Government practi- 
Indians. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. Now, Mr. President, I ask that the bill go 
over until after the holidays, and be made the unfinished business 
immediately after oo reconvenes. 

M. I k the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. 
Piatt] intends to t some tables in connection with the 


report. Heis not in the Chamber at this moment, but I su he 
can present them hereafter and have them printed in the RD. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from South Dakota 
asks unanimous consent that the bill under consideration go over 
until after the holidays, remaining the unfinished business of the 
Senate. Is there objection? The hears none, and such is the 
order of the Senate. 

Mr. PLATT subsequently said: I was called out of the Chamber 
s nee commenced to read the report 
on the bill which was then under consideration, which is ed 
the free-home bill, and that the reading would take 
some little time. I learn that during my absence authority was 
given that the report —* be printed in the Recorp. I 
to have also printed in the Recorp a table which has been fur- 
nished me from the office of the General Land Commissioner. 
which gives very full statistics—much fuller than those furnished 
in the in relation to this matter, and I ask that this table 
= rinted in the RECORD with the report. 

eP ING OFFICER. It will be so ordered if there be 
no objection.. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. I hope that the report may be reprinted 


Statement showing cost of Indian lands obtained by cession and ject 
existing law, the amount already received from disposals, ind the 














Great Sioux, N. Dak., 


F 


. 2, 1889 
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Lake Travers, N. Dak. Sec. 27, act 
and 8. Dak. ar. 38, 
1881 (26St., 


Yankton Sioux, S. Dak... 
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with the table submitted by the Senator from Connecticut as a 
separate Senate document, that is, that the same number of the 
report be reprinted with the table, so that we may have the whole 


subject ther. 
e PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator make that 
motion? 


to disposal under the homestead law, the amount which will be received therefor under 
loss to the United States if homestead settlers are relieved from further payment. 





of lands in the several reservations in Oklaho 
the aggregate receipts from all of the reservations 


365 









































Mr. COCKRELL. I do. 

Mr. VEST. I beg to inquire of the Senator from Connecticut 
whether he proposes to make a minority report? 

. . I had expected to make a statement of my views 
and those of the members of the committee who agree with me 
when we proceeded to the consideration of the bill, but I can put 
those views in the form of a written report if it }e desired. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let it be in the form of a minority report 
attached to the po of the majority of the committee. 

Mr. VEST. I should like to see the minority report of the Sen- 
ator, if it suits his convenience to make one. 

Mr. PLATT. I can put my views in writing, and will do so 
between now and the reassembling of Congress after the holidays. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let permission be granted that the views of 
the minority may be filed with the Secretary and sent to the Pub- 
lic Printer so soon as the Senator from Connecticut shall have 
prepared them. I see no objection to that being done and that 
the views of the Senator be attached to the report of the commit- 
tee as a minority report. 

Mr. PETTIGRE I shouid like to know to what the table 
refers which the Senator from Connecticut wishes to have printed. 

Mr. PLATT. The table is very much such a table as is found 
on page 18 of the report of the committee, and contains some addi- 
tional facts and figures in relation to the matter. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. As I understand, the table simply shows 
the number of acres of land which are purchased, the cost of the 
lands to the Government, and some other facts in connection 
therewith. 

Mr. PLATT. That is all; and it shows the amount which has 
already been paid by the settlers, the price per acre to be paid, and 
the amount which ios been received by the Government. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I have no objection to the table being 
printed in the Recorp in connection with the report of the com- 


mittee. 
The table referred to is as follows: 





Loss to 
Amount [United States 


se 
under Rag ane § if settlers are Remarks. 
isting relieved from 
law when payment. 





) Proceeds to be deposited in 
11, 387.63 #4004, 541.87 United States Treasury for 


benefit of Indians. 


1,434,705 | 20,271.55 | 1,406, 433.45 

568,845 | 387,864.45 530, 980. 55 ‘ 

2, 758, 080 None. | 2,758,080. 00 

262, 085 None. 262,085.00 | Subject to entry under other than 
homestead law, but greatist 
proportion will probably be en- 
tered under the homestead law. 

1, 877, 085 None. | 1,877,085.00 Do. 

2, 125, 002 None. | 2,125,002.00 | Proceeds to be subject to future 
disposition by Congress. See 
seewen 2, oct uly 1, 1892 (27 Stat., 

). 

265, 500 1, 45. 65 264, 04.35 | Subject to entry under other than 
homestead laws, but greatest 
ae will probably be en- 

red under homestead law. 

2, 550, 000 840.00 | 2,549, 160.00 

4, 153, 670 None. | 4,153,670.00 | Proceeds to be deposited in United 
States Treasury for benefit of 
Indians. 

1.00 | 
1.50 | +7, 370, 410 |cl37, 496.86 | 7,282,913. 14 
2.50 

b See remarks. 





and while the amounts apportioned 
approximately correct. 
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Statement showing cost of Indian lands obtained by cession and subject to disposal under the homestead law, ete.—Continued. 
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Estimated 
Total amount) Statute 
number paid for ces- | viding ae 


Wame of reservation. 
> sion. pay ment. 


and entry. 


200, 770 $203,065.79 | Mar. ose! 
: | (27 St., 644). 


! 


20,600. 60 
950, 278.00 


79,085 
391, 184 


Mar. 3,1893 
(27 Bt... 643). 
Feb. 13,1891 
(26 St., 758). 


iowa, Okla 


Absentee Shawnee ard 
Pottawatomie, Okla. 


Cheyenneand Ara; oe, 
Orla. pan 


219, 446 
309, 134 


805,565.46 | Feb. 13,1801 
(26 St. 78), 

778,000.31 | Mar. 3,1 
(26 St., 1021). 


5,400, 646.87 | Mar. 2, 1891 


3,732,290 
(26 St., 1025). 


184, 386 264,922.02 | Mar. 8, 1893 
(27 St., 368). 


574,000 929, 512.50 ee _—_ 


28, 011,62 - 


aNo 
—— b ld Stat, 785; 25 Stat., 
c The difference os. 


of the receipts frees i: the * 


account was ke 
have os 
sane ao hed in ae. 2 ro 


Tal; 2% Stat. 


settlement Re Fe 9 
lands 


tier. | all 
ha 


aanne | 95,780,263 | 446,256.14 


phactiante in the several reservations in Oklahoma, and while the amounts 
ne aggregate receipts from all of the aah ee 
ven area ceded and area opened to cocoa and entry is due to reservations for 


ad Tois amount will bs reduced by so mach asamay be rece vad in payment for commutation of homastead akan os any of the settlers elect to commutes 


instead of receiving patent without payment by a ence. 


BB PETTIGREW. I wish to say that whatever revenue there 
be would be distributed over the next twenty or fifty years 
‘which would elapse before all the lands would be taken if this 
bill did not pass. The sum, in m. opinion, which will come out 
of the Treasury by the ——= is bill will not ameunt to 
$13,500,000, and that sum wi distributed over several years of 
time. The revenue to the Government last year from the roa of 
these reservations was only $240,000. So that the anticipation of 
much revenue from that source is a vain ee 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, when 
the views.of the minority shal] have been and handed to 


prepared 
the the original report, with the views of the minority, 
Will be reprinted, together withthe tables presented by the Sena’ 
tor from The Chair hears no objection, and it is so 
ordered, 
SPECIAL EXAMINER OF DRUGS AT PHILADELPHIA. 


Mr. QUAY. I ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the bill (8. 2397) to amend section 2743 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States, concerning the exami- 
= of drugs. 

There being no objection, the Senate, asin Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Finance with an amendment, in line 8, 
vefore the word “hundred,” to strike out “two thousand five” 
and insert ‘one thousand eight;” so as to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, etc., Foot coctan DS of tee Revienl Bitiutes be, and it 
t the medicines, chem- 


hereby is, so amended that examiner of drugs, 

ieals, chemical dyes. dyestuifs, paints, oils, varnishes, and other 

similar articies, at ia, Pa. shall receivea salary of $1 ,800 per annum, 

and a be paid each year quarterly. 
Mr. COCKRELL. What is the salary of that officer now? 

Mr. QUAY. The ry is $1,500, is much lower than 
the salary of the similar officer heretofore at the port of Boston 
and the port of New York. 

I will say further, in relation to the amendment of the commit- 
tee, that the intention of the bill when introduced was to fix the 
salary of the officer at Philadelphia at the same amount paid simi- 
lar officers in some of the other large ports. ittee on 
Finance in — wisdom have seen fit to reduce by $700 the origi- 


nal 
Me PLAT How — is the salary they fix? 
Mr. QUAY. The salary in the bill at $1,800, instead of 
$2,500. My own o va qo t the amendment of the committee 
cought to be voted cove, 


Mr. COCKRELL. i hepe he Se 
after a committee of the Senate has 


reported such an amendment. Let the go through in the way 
it is t it out of the way 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amend- 
ee ee Finanee. 

The amendment was agreed to 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


M. R. WILLIAM GREBE. 


Mr. BAKER. I ask es consent 
we of the bill (H. R. 3139) for 


Cavalry, 
charge him, to date from the 12th of December, 1864 
not be entitled to any back pa ox atteuunaes hae be wnlight 
have been entitled but for action. 
The bill was reported to the Senate withoutamendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CATHOLIC. CHURCH AT MACON CITY. MO. 
Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
oo of ae bill (S. 7i) for pet relief of the Catholic church 


City, Mo., which has been for ty thie beady three a Be 


Sumodiies on Claims and has been passed 
heretofore. ™ 


There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. it directs the Secretary of 
War to cause to be investigated by the Quartermaster’s 
ment of the Army the circumstances stmmnes, chanestes Maa asaame = tho 








any, so found to bedue from the United States; and provides that |. 





paid under the provisions of this act 3 bill (itt dass, —  Paederick A Deiacel 
the a of sum ) granting a ion to sscol; 
ee Te La full antidieaiton of oil Ghalmns of ovary bind end natuse A bill (H. R. 4744) to increase the pension of Adam Dennis; 
for such use and A bill (H. R. 4875) granting a pension to John W. Pogue; 
The bill was to the Senate ordered | A bill (H.R. 5670) to increase the pension of Richard S. Phillips; 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed A bill (H. R. 5855) granting a pension to Emily Elliott; 
a A bill (H. RB. 5895) granting a pension to Anna N. Kendal!; 
GEORG HNSON. A bill - R. 5902) granting a pension to Jane Christian Marye; 
Mr. GEAR. I ask unanimous consent for the present. -| Abdill (E.R. 6282) toincrease the pension of Alexander McBride; 
ation of the bill (H. R. 4281) granting a pension to George John-| A bill (H. R. 6378) for the relief of Eliza J. Holman; 
son, of Lenox, Iowa. A bill (H. R. 6792) granting a pension to Hannah R. Quint; 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the A bill (H. RB. 6900) increasing the pension of Mary T. Young; 
Whole, to consider the bill, which had been by} A bill R. 7240) granting a pension to John W. Bruner; and 
the Committee on Pensions with an amendment, in line 8, after | A bill (H. R. 9592) to amend an act entitled “An act granting 
‘* Infantry,” to insert ‘‘in lieu of that he is now receiv- | a pension to Jesse McMillan,” received by the President May 27, 
ing;” so as to make the bill read: 1896. 






LOAN OF FLAGS FOR INAUGURAL CEREMONIES. 





Be it etc., That the eee. 






authorized and directed to place on the roll, at rate of $72 per The bill (H. R. 9700) authorizing the issuing and leaning of the 
mouth, su’ to the casand i Himilations of tho general pension laws ensigns, flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States for the 
the new isconsin Volunteer Infantry: in lieu of that he is now receiving. of the streets of the city of Washington on 






i 





occasion of the inaugural ceremonies on the 4th of March, 1897, 
was read twice by its title. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the committee having in 
the arrangements for the inauguration to ask the immedi- 
ate passage of the bill which has jnst been read. It is necessary 
to have it done now rather than later; it will take but a moment, 
and there is no objection toit. I therefore ask unanimous con- 
sent for the present consideration of the bill. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 





The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. _ 

The title was amended so as to read: “A bill granting an 
increase of pension to George Johnson, of Lenox, Iowa.” 


HENRY A. F. WORTH. 
Mr. SEWELL. I ask unanimous “Geodata aoa 
















= being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the | I VESTIGATION OF SOLDIERS’ HOME AT LEAVENWORTH, KANS. 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It toplace upon | The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following 
the roll the name of A. orth, late captain | concurrent resolution from the House of Representatives; which 





was referred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved bythe House of Representatives (the Senate conewrring), That the 
special committee to investigate the Soldiers’ Home at Leavenworth. Kans., 





Company K, Sixth Regiment Uni States Infantry, and to pay 
him a ion of $72 per month. 
The bill was reported to the Senate aoe ordered 






to a third reading, read the third time, and and are hereby, authorized to procure of the testimony tak 
; : br ania committee, (yd with such exhibits used in said investiqutian = 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. said committee shall necessary. 





ESTHER BROWN, 


Mr. HARRIS. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the Senator from Tennessee withdraw 
the a a moment to allow me tocall up a very modest 


Mr. HARRIS. I should be glad todo so if I were not afraid 
that the precedent would te other Senators to ask me to do 
the same ae But I will risk it, Mr. President. I yield to the 
Senator from Utah. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Gultom in the chair). The 
motion is withdrawn. 

Mr. CANNON. I ask umanimons consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (8.3252) to increase the pension of Esther 


There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to piace on the 
—_— roll the name of Esther Brown, widow of James Brown, 

a captain in Company C, Mormon Battalion Volunteers, Mex- 
ican war, atthe rate of $12 per month, in lieu of the pension she 





The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims: 

A bill (H. R. 12%) forthe relief of Thomas B. Reed; 

A bill (H. R. 897) for the relief of James and 

AG ES. S.C Sree eee See ‘ 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the i on Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 71) for the relief of Francis A. Beuter; and 

A bill (HL R. 3508) to correct the tary record of Elisha B. 


The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Cobembia: 

A bill One 6713) on North Capitol street northward 
through Prospect Cemetery, to for 
land to be taken for such , and for other at 
for the of certain claims 
A bill (H. R. 9647) to authorize the extension of the lines of the 











| 













The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. HARRIS. I renew my wotion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Tennessee 
moves that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive 







by iness. 

Railway with provisions of section 1 of an act entitled The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 

“An act to extend the routes of said railway companies,” ete., | sideration of executive business. After twenty-five minutes spent 
June 10, 1896. in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 3 o'clock and 


following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and | 21 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Tuesday, 
December 22, 1896, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


! 
| 
| 


i i son to increase the pension of Bennett 8. . ‘spend 
a pension Mrs. Sarah . 

A bill (H. R. 9281) for the relief of Bluford Reeder; mae NOMINATIONS. 
* — H can Soins teen eed 90 2 ae — Wing; Executive nominations received by the Senate December 21, 1896. 
4 vl {H . sen) a pension to Eliza A. Foss; , POSTMASTERS. 
A bill (H. R. 3884 the relief of John T. Brewster; Robert M. Cameron, to be postmaster at Belmond, in the count, 
‘ bill & R. 3945) granting a pension to Thomas J. Thorp; of Wright and State of Iowa, in the place of Miss Lyna Whited, 

bill fi Galibenaiebe tenes teGeey Wahine: ‘whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 
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Orrin L. Mickel, to be postmaster at Woodbine, in the county 
of Harrison and State of Iowa, in the place of William F. Schuler, 
whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Charles H. Riley, to be postmaster at Dedham, in the oe 
of Norfolk and State of Massachusetts, in the place of Charles H. 
Riley. whose commission expired December 14. 1896. 

Nettie J. Van Inwegen, to be tmaster at Ortonville, in the 
county of Bigstone and State of Minnesota, in the place of Nettie 
J. Van Inwegen, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Miss Felicie Louise Delmas, to be postmaster at Scranton, in the 
county of Jackson and State of Mississippi, in the place of Leman 
D. Herrick, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Charles Trimble, to be postmaster at Grenada, in the county of 
Grenada and State of Mississippi, in the place of Mrs. Jennie T. 
Mister, whose commission expired December 20, 1896. 

Miss Augusta B. Berard, to be postmaster at West Point, in 
the county of Orange and State of New York, in the place of 
Miss Augusta B. Berard, whose commission expired December 20, 
1896, 

Eugene Gardner, to be postmaster at Philmont, in the oy 
of Columbia and State of New York, in the place of William H. 
Stickles, deceased. 

William F. Sponenburg, to be postmaster at Manlius, in the 
county of Onondaga and State of New York, in the place of Frank 
P. Emmons, whose commission expired December 20, 1896. 

William A. Ault, to be postmaster at Wadsworth, in the county 
of Medina and State of Ohio, in the place of Benjamin F. Sonnes- 
tine, resigned. . 

Alfred J. McQuiston, to be postmaster at Saltsburg, in the 
county of Indiana and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of 
James 5. Hart, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Isaac R. Wilkinson, to be postmaster at Pawtucket, in the 
county of Providence and State of Rhode Island, in the place 
+ tsa K. Goodwin, whose commission expired December 14, 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 


Cavalry arm. 


Lieut. Col. David Perry, Tenth Cavalry, to be colonel, Decem- 
ber 11, 1896, vice Biddle, Ninth Cavalry, retired from active 
service. 

Maj. John Morris Hamilton, First Cavalry, to be lieutenant- 
colonel, December 8, 1896, vice Randlett, Ninth Cavalry, retired 
from active service. 

Maj. Theodore Anderson Baldwin, Seventh Cavalry, to be lieu- 
tenant-colonel, December 11, 1896, vice Perry, Tenth Cavalry, 
promoted. 

Capt. Edward Settle Godfrey, Seventh Cavalry, to be major, 
December 8, 1896, vice Hamilton, First Cavalry, promoted. 

Capt. Albert Gallatin Forse, First Cavalry, to be major, Decem- 
ber 11, 1896, vice Baldwin, Seventh Cavalry, gromoted. 

First Lieut. Edwin Parker Brewer, adjutant, Seventh Cavalry, 
to be captain, December 8, 1896, vice Godfrey, Seventh Cavalry, 
promoted. 

First Lieut. Montgomery Davis Parker, Ninth Cavalry, to be 
captain, December 11, 1896, vice Mathey, Seventh Cavalry, retired 
from active service, 

First Lieut. Oscar James Brown, First Cavalry, to be captain, 
December 11, 1896, vice Forse, First Cavalry, promoted. 

Second Lieut. Charles Dudley Rhodes, Sixth Ca , to be first 

ieutenant, December 8, 1896, vice Holbrook, Seventh Cavalry, ap- 
pointed adjutant. 

Second Lieut. Winthrop Samuel Wood, Tenth Cavalry, to be 
first lieutenant, December 11, 1896, vice Parker, Ninth Cavalry, 
promoted. 

Infantry arm. 


Second Lieut. Frank Daniel Webster, Sixth nee to be first 
lieutenant, December 7, 1896, vice Webber, Twentieth Infantry, 
retired from active service. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Haecutive nominations confirmed by the Senate December 21, 1896. 
SURVEYOR-GENERAL. 
Robert A. Habersham, of Portland, Oreg., to be surveyor- 
general of Oregon. 
CONSULS. 
Julius G. Lay, of the District of Columbia, to be consul of the 
United States at Windsor, Ontario. 
B. Anderson, of the District of Columbia, to be consul 
of the United States at Antigua, West Indies. 
William Coulbourn Brown, of land, to be consul of the 
United States at Newcastle, New Sou Wales. 
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PROMOTIONS: IN THE ARMY. 
Adjutant-General’s Department. 
Lieut. Col. Merritt Barber, assistant adjutant- 
sistant adjutant-general, with the rank of col 
Maj. John Curtis Gilmore, assistant —— 
sistant adjutant-general, with the rank of lieutenan 
Medical Department. 
Lieut. Col. Charles Ravenscroft Greenleaf, deputy yp aot gaa 


» to be as- 


to be as- 
onel. 


eral, to be assistant surgeon-general, with the rank of colon 

Maj. William Henry Gardner, surgeon, to be deputy surgeon 
general, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

Capt. William Blackford Davis, assistantsurgeon, to be surgeon, 
with the rank of =e 

Capt. William Winbourn Gray, assistant surgeon, to be sur- 
geon, with the rank of major. 

Capt. Louis Brechemin, assistant surgeon, to be surgeon, with 
the rank of major. 

Capt. Louis Areatole La Garde, assistant surgeon, to be surgeon, 
with the rank of major. 

Cavalry arm, 

Mod, James Franklin Randlett, Ninth Cavalry, to be lieutenant- 
colonel. 

Capt. Henry Jackson, Seventh Cavalry, to be major. 

Capt. Albert Emmett Woodson, Fifth Cavalry, to be major. 

First Lieut. Herbert Jermain Slocum, Seventh Cavalry, to be 


captain. 
First Lieut. William John Nicholson, adjutant, Seventh Cav- 
alry, to be captain. 
First Lieut. Fred Waldron Foster, Fifth Cavalry, to be captain. 
First Lieut. William Carey Brown, First Cavalry, to be captain. 
Second Lieut. William Thomas Littebrant, Tenth Cavalry, to 
be first lieutenant. 


Second Lieut. Matthew Calbraith Butler, jr., Fifth Cavalry, to 
be first lieutenant. 


Second Lieut. Henry Anson Barber, First Cavalry, to be first 
lieutenant. 


Second Lieut. Michael Mark McNamee, Third Cavalry, to be 
first lieutenant. 


Second Lieut. Richmond McAllister Schofield, Fourth Cavalry, 
to be first lieutenant. 


Second Lieut. Ralph Harrison, Second Cavalry, to be first lieu- 


tenant. 
Artillery arm. 
Lieut. Col. Alexander Cummings McWhorter Pennington, 
Fourth Artillery, to be colonel. 


Maj. Henry Cornelius Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery, to be lieu- 
tenant-colonel. 


Capt. John Haskell Calef, Second Artillery, to be major. 
Capt. John Luke Tiernon, 


Third Artillery, to be major. 
Capt. James Lancaster, Third Gdher, waive major. 
First Lieut. Robert Harmon Patterson, First Artillery, to be 


tain. 
“First Lieut. Oliver Ellsworth Wood, Fifth Artillery, to be cap- 
tain. 
A ga Lieut. Edwin Styles Curtis, Second Artillery, to be cap- 


First Lieut. Edward Davis, Third to be : 

First Lieut. Joseph Mack Calif Ted and f se icaeptain. 
,decond Lieut. William Lacy Kenly, Fourth , to be first 

utenan 


t. 
__ Second Lieut. William George Haan, Fifth Artillery, to be first 


sieutenant. 
Second Lieut. Sidney Sanzade Jordan, Fifth Artillery, to be first 
lieutenant. 


Second Lieut. Walter Augustus Bethel, Fourth Artillery, to be 
first lieutenant. 


Second Lieut. Morris Keene Barroll, Second Artillery, to be 

first lieutenant. 
Infantry arm. 

Maj. Joseph Theodore Haskell, Twenty-fourth Infantry, to be 
lieutenant-colonel. Be 7 
et Henry Hollingsworth Humphreys, Fifteenth Infantry, to 

major. 

Capt. Otis Wheeler Pollock, Twenty-third Infantry, to be 


r. 


tain. 
Rh. Lieut. ‘Alfred Bainbridge Johnson, Seventh Infantry, te 
captain. 
_ First Lieut. Charles a Sixth Infantry, to be 
prirst Lieut. William Ralph Abercrombie, Second try, to 
captain. 


First Li A Wilton Aaa uartermaster Twenty- 
third Infamy, t0 be cugta . 








First Lieut. Colville Penroe Terrett, adjutant, Eighth Infantry, 


to pet Hieck Nat Porn it Infantry, tp be captain 
i Nat tz Phister, First Infan to be 
First Lieut. Alexis Rupert Paxton, Fifteenth Infantry, to be 


et Lieut. Zerah Watkins Torrey, Sixth Infantry, to be 


captain. 

ieooe Lieut. Edwin Victor Bookmiller, Second Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Alexander Ross Piper, Second Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant. . 

Second Lieut. Edward Thomas Winston, Fourteenth Infantry, 
to be first lientenant. 

Second Lieut. Matt Ransom Peterson, Sixth Infantry, to be first 
lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Edwin Tuttle Cole, Eighth Infantry, to be first 
lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. William Allen Phillips, Twenty-second Infantry, 
to be first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. John Rodger Meigs Taylor, Seventh Infantry, to 
be first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. George William Kirkman, First Infantry, to be 
first lientenant. 

Second Lieut. Francis Edmond Lacey, jr., Tenth Infantry, to 
be first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Sydney Amos Cloman, First Infantry, to be first 
lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Charles Crawford, Tenth Infantry, to be first 
lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. William Sidney Graves, Seventh Infantry, to be 


first lieutenant. 
Ordnance Department. 


a Valentine McNally, ordnance storekeeper, to be ordnance 
storekeeper with the rank of major. 


APPOINTMENTS IN THE ARMY, 


Medical Department—To be assistant surgeons, with the rank of 
Jirst lieutenant. 


Basil Hicks Dutcher, of New York. 

Leigh Austin Fuller, of New Jersey. 

Franklin Middleton Kemp, of New York. 

George Alfred Skinner, of Minnesota. 

Carl Darnall, of New Jersey. 

William Evans Richards, of Mississippi. 

Louis —_ Smith, of the District of Columbia. 
Marshall Morgan Cloud, of Kansas. 


To be post chaplain. 
The Rev. Leslie Richard Groves, of New York. 
Corps of Engineers—To be additional second lieutenants, 
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. Cadet Stephen 
. Cadet Ola Walter Bell. 
. Cadet Abraham Grant Lott. 


SSSSREES 


. Cadet Geo: 
. Cadet Charles Trumbull Boyd. 


Cadet Ormiston Williard. 
Cadet Lucius Roy Holbrook. 

Cadet John Parsons Wade. 

Cadet Elvin Ralph Heiberg. 

orris Kochersperger, 


Cadet Edward Leonard King. 
Cadet Samuel Field Dallam. 
Cadet William Kelly, jr. 

Thomas Summerlin. 


65. Cadet Henry Charles Whitehead. 


. Cadet William Dixon Chitty. 
. Cadet Alfred Eldrekin Kennington, 
. Cadet Lannin 


Parsons. 


72. Cadet Edward Percy Orton. 


. Cadet Robert Boyd Powers. 


Infantry arm—To be second lieutenants, 


6. Cadet Samuel Victor McClure. 


SESESSSRSLASASSASHES 


. Cadet Alga Prestina Berry. 

. Cadet Lucian Stacy. 

. Cadet Haydon Young Grubbs. 

. Cadet Celwyn Emerson Hampton. 


Cadet Herschel Tupes. 
Cadet George Henry Shelton. 
Cadet Isaac Newell. 


To be additional second lieutenants. 


Cadet Robert Morris Brookfield. 

Cadet Frank Homer Whitman. 

Cadet Francis Gurney Smith. (Since resigned.) 
Cadet Clarence Newcomb Purdy. 

Cadet Merch Bradt Stewart. 

Cadet Frederick Worthington Lewis. 

Cadet Charles Ernest Russell. 

Cadet Dennis Edward Nolan. 

Cadet James Newell Pickering. 

Cadet William Arthur Burnside. 

Cadet Duncan Norbert Hood. (Since resigned.) 
Cadet Reynolds Johnston Burt. 

Cadet Russell Creamer Langdon. 

Cadet Harry Herbert Tebbetts. 

Cadet Thomas Aloysius Wansboro. 

Cadet Houston Valle Evans. 

Cadet Arthur Raphael Kerwin. 

Cadet George Swazey Goodale. 

Cadet Benjamin Minturn Hartshorne, jr. 

Cadet Frank Crandall Bolles. 


Cavalry arm. 


— 


. Cadet Edwin Roy Stuart. 
2. Cadet George Matthias Hoffman. 


Artillery arm—To be additional second lieutenants, 


8. Cadet Harry Frederick Jackson. 
4. Cadet Robert Emmet Callan. 
5. Cadet William Harvey Tschappat. 
7. Cadet William Slann G So 
9. Cadet Edwin Landon. 

: Clarence 


32. Cadet Kerby Fergusson. ; 
’ Cavalry arm—To be second lieutenants, . 


Postell Jervey, jr. 
10. Cadet Le El 


nt we 
Charles e tzman, 
John Morrison, 4 
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Lieut. Col. David Perry, Tenth Cavalry, to be colonel. 

ee John Morris Hamilton, First Cavalry, to be lieutenant- 

onel. 

Maj. Theodore Anderson Baldwin, Seventh Cavalry, to be lieu- 
tenant-colonel. 

Capt. Edward Settle Godfrey, Seventh Cavalry, to be major. 

Capt. Albert Gallatin Forse, First Cavalry, to be major. 

First Lieut. Edwin Parker Brewer, adjutant, Seventh Cavalry, 
te be captain. 

First Lieut. Montgomery Davis Parker, Ninth Cavalry, to be 


tain. 
First Lieut. Oscar James Brown, First Cavalry, to be captain. 
Second Lieut. Charles Dudley Rhodes, Sixth Cavalry, to be first 
lieutenant. 
Second Lieut. Winthrop Samuel Wood, Tenth Cavalry, to be 
first lieutenant. 
Infantry arn. 
Second Lieut. Frank Daniel Webster, Sixth Infantry, to be first 
lieutenant. 
INDIAN AGENT. 
Benjamin C. Ash, of Pierre, S. Dak., to be agent for the Indians 
of the Lower Brulé Agency, in South Dakota. 


POSTMASTERS, 
David J. Bailey, jr., to be postmaster at Griffin, in the county 


of § ding and State of Georgia. 
Selon . Ford, to be postmaster at Owensboro, in the county 


of are and — of eee. 

Frank Speasmaker, to be postmaster at London, in the county 
of Madison and State of Ohio. 

Robert A. Smith, to be postmaster at St. Paul, in the county of 
Ramsey and State of Minnesota. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


MonpDaAy, December 21, 1896. 


The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N, CouDEN 


The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read and 
approved. 
JOHN C. HOWE. 


Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of a private bill. It is a case in which 
great injustice has been done; and I have been waiting during 
two Congresses to get it up. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
WALKER] asks unanimous consent for the present consideration 
of the bill which will be read. 

The bill (H. R. 753) for the relief of John C. Howe was read, 
as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to pay to the representatives of John C. Howe, 
deceased, $66,907, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, the same being compensation in full for the use by the U Inited Bates, 
to wit, in 66,907,318 cup-anvil cartridges, of the invention secured to John @ Cc. 
Howe and his assigns by letters patent of the United States, issued te him 
August 16, 1864, and No. 43851, dw ng the entire term of said letters patent, 
as appears in the findings of law and of fact made by the United States cir- 
cuft court for the district of Connecticut, in the case of Forehand et al. vs. 
Porter, reported in volume 15 of the Federal Reporter, at page 256, and as fur- 
ther appears in the findings of fact made by the Court of Claims, after full 
testimony and full hearing in Congressional case No. 1, entitled Forehand etal. 
vs. The United States, heard on reference of the matter to said Court of 
Claims by the Committee on Claims of the Senate, under and pursuant to the 
act of March 3, 1883, commonly known as the Bowman Act, said tindings of 
fact having been certified to the Committee on Claims of the Senate by said 
court on the 26th day of .april, 1889. 


Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. = haere lask unanimous 
consent to occupy a moment in stating the facts of thiscase. This 
invention was made in 1864. In 1868, long after the war, the Goy- 
ernment took possession of it and manufactured the quantity of 
cartridges mentioned in the bill (66,907,313). The parties who 
are interested in this claim spent very much more than $10,000 
in prosecuting their case through all the United States courts. 
They obtained decisions of the United States courts in their favor. 
They then presented the matter to the Senate, where it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. Favorable findings have been 
rendered by that committee; the bill has three times—in the Fifty- 
second, the Fifty-third, and the Fifty-fourth Congresses—received 
&@ unanimous report in its favor from the Senate committee; and 
it has passed the Senate twice. It was on our desk awaiting action 
in the Fiftv-second and the Fifty-third Congresses; but it has never 
been brought up. 

This is a case of very great hardship. Not only did Mr. Howe 
suffer the loss of his property, which was taken possession of by 
the Government, but these claimants bwwve been compelled to 
spend between ten ard twenty thousand dollars in establishing 

their rights; they are out of pocket that much money. If the 
House will indulge me a moment, I will read an extract from a 
letter which I have received from Mr. Causten Browne, of Boston, 
the counsel for these parties. Mr. Browne says: 


Ihave a letter this morning from Perry, whois the princi 
est, next to Howe's daughter, and who has spent over $10,000 on the case out 
of his own ket. He says: “* and misfortune have ruined me to 
the last dollar, and you can hardly imagine the anxious feeling I have about 
this claim, which is my last hope for the old age of myself and my wife.” 
Howe's daughter, as I think you already know, hasnever been able to pay her 
father's funeral expeases. 


These parties have been waiting for oa in the hope of receiy- 

ing justice from the Congress of the United States. They have 

neglected other matters in which they might have earned support 

to give their attention to the prosecution of this claim. In this, 

as I think, they acted foolishly. If I had n their counsel, I 
would have told them to throw away this case before ever taking 
it to the courts. But they have expended their money in prose- 
euting a just claim and now, in their old age, are in a condition of 
suffering and went. 

As I have said, the bill has been unanimously reported by three 
committees of the Senate; and it has also been unanimo 
reported by three committees of this House. It has twice 

-the Senate, but up to this time we have been unable to have it 

brenght before the House for action. I do ask that the bill be 
considered now. Either let it be defeated, if the claim is nota 
good one, or let it go through. 

Mr. COX. AsI understand, this is a Senate bill? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I desire to move to substi- 
ig for this the Senate bill, which has been again passed in this 

ate 

«hae COX. Has the bill been referred in this House toany com- 


pa party in inter- 


-| able 


ported hy the Committee or 

mittee of the Whole ao but it has 

Committee of the Whole. toh we eS 

House bill is identical, word for word, with \ 

bill has been r Snanbehoacly ti Gene tichaiane I 

the gentleman will at rate allow the bill to be considered no 
The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the present comiiders. 

tion of the bill? 
Mr. COLSON. I should like to hear the report of the commit- 


tee on this bill. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Cotson] 


senerven the Fight 40 Ohiathy and aens Sere ae of G3 


rt. 
ie report (by Mr. Denny) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill 2. 753) for 
the relief of the ca net omens same 
under consideration, report as ee a 

In 1864 John C. Howe, of Woneastet, am, 
metallic center-fire on Ai 
granted to him therefor. pao 

In 1868 the United States 
to manufacture for its own use, 


Between 1848 and the of “the 
. the the United States ce 66,907,313 of 
sees was valued the United States at 
rate of nearly $35 a thou- 
H hat the ton anvil” infringed his patent, ani 
owe © anc 
this the po wl officers of E the United States 
had no mo: to prosecute his . 
His — hor Fo , - 4 & Wadsworth, firearms ne, of 
ua cause and sereed 0° ——-. 
To that oad he vested Pnem for th the and to his 
— am gota © the United States for 
States circuit court for 
pringfield, Mass., Samuel W. Porter 
part of the cup-anvil cart for the United States), to 
This suit was begun May 26, 1881. 
The United States deteuded the suit by its district attorney for the district 
expanses of the defense. ee 
conctnded on October 30, 1882. The proofs Geta thc cchtons meotteprinnd 
ar bi 10, 1883, the the court was rendered peters tb 
n February 
by the ma ion 
of the ‘““cup-anvil” — 7: 
This opinion is re 15 Federal Reporter, page 256, under the name 
Forehand et al. vs. en 
Wadsworth 
ate a memorial to Congress, auias forth the facts praying for suitable 
compensation for the infrin ibecember 
This memorial was, on ae 4, 1883, referred to the Committee on 
ane about February, 1894, a petition 
was 
Forehand & Wadsworth in pursuance of the 
i States fileda 


d states sold 5,721,818 received in cash 
sand; the eo or 61 
Howe was a mechanic aa a man, residing in Worcester, Mass., and 
Worces 
the t alt 
ae armorer at S 
of the patent and he) fact of t decided by a competent tribunal 
of Connecticut, Hon. ogee Chadwick, the yhoo gogeh all the 
The case was argued orally and on printed briefs before Judge Nathanic! 
opinion of 
patent, and finding ees I * was valid and had been infringed 
In or about Deeember, 1883, Forehand & and to the Sen- 
Claims of the Senate, and was by tha .cmmemenes om conmers 6 , 1884, referred 
under the Bowman Act of March 8, 1883, to the of Claims for findings 
Attorney-General of the Uni 


an even more elaborate defense on all the issues 


the case in the Court of 
was taken, making a volume of 
— of Marcellus Hartley, of 


en 
Laan of New Haven, Conn.; 


re, commandant at the Wareralics iene Wast Troy, 
J. 7 Vail, of Hartford, Conn. 


In May, 1888, the case was argued in the Court of Claims 
printee 


riefs, Causten Browne and W. H. eee 
d F. P. Dewees, Assistant Sienna a te beled See 
Sree for the defense. 
In November, 1888, the Court of Claims rendered its —- 
trang up priited trite ana ou Ape Ste oe 
o ani 8, 
Satines we m4 : med and added to. The material : 


de anh Mg pee * ie 
e e 7 " cartridges. that 
for the United States to pay be few the infeingucuens Would be 
The fin and opinion of the Court of Claims on 
tified 2 Committee on 


d'fndings are printed hereinafter. The decision cay oS Re 23. 
ani n e ume 
Court of oa iteperte, _ avi 

* . 


The Government sancti pares amount valued - 
fh 635,928.35, of which the United States 
he ) Sn SS OE TS, the Government balonss of 611 aie 4 
own use. 
to the 


a reason- 
of the 


vi Abthe court hes established the 
claiman ringemen Government, 
for its use, and nt by the Government he it 


call the attention of 


accompan 
Mr. WALKER o: 


Massachusetts. Let me 
“ie i WALKER of Massachusetts. It has son testy n, { mM, WALEIER of Maas Cox] to the fact that this claim 








United States court in Connecticut. and obtained decisions in 
their favor all the way through. The v: i which 
have considered the case have ee ee in favor of 
the claim. If this claim is not to be paid, then there can never be 
2 claim which onght to be paid. Iwant case now. 
If it is to be defeated, let it be done, so that an end may be put to 
these 


le’s long suspense. 
Mr WILLIA A.STONE. What is the amount involved? 
Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. A little less than $67,000. 
Eu: it ought to be paid just as much as though it were only $6.07. 
Mr. COX. Let me ask the gentleman one question before con- 
sent is given for the consideration of the bill. 
of Massachusetts. Let us have consent for its 
consideration. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will first put the question. Is 
there objection to the present consideration of the bill? 

Mr. COX. 1 object. 3 

Mr. WALKER. of Massachusetts. I certainly did not want to 
interrupt the gentleman, Mr. Speaker, and he will be given 
an opportunity to make his suggestion. I did not mean to cut 
him off, and hope he will be heard. Let him withdraw his objec- 
tion and ask such questions as he thinks necessary to a full and 
fair =e this matier. Thatis all Il ask. I think he 
must have misunderstood me, and hope he will go on now. 

Mr. COX. The very point that | wanted to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts was this: This claim passed through the com- 
mittee, and now the man ismaking an application—the man Howe, 
or his heirs, the inventor—for this wance; but, as I under- 
stand it, he has sold or transferred a very large interest in the 
invention, and the Court of Claims so finds. 

Now, I wanted to ask my friend from Massachusetts this ques- 
tion: If he was not in theemploy of the Government of the United 
States at the time that he made that invention? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. He was in the employ of 
the manufacturing firm of Forehand & Wadsworth, in the town 
where I live. I knew him, knew his wife and children. Further- 
more, the money that has been put into this claim for the pur- 
= of a it by the man who claims here and by the 

of Forehand & Wadsworth is more than the amount that 
will be refunded to them if this allowance is made. That is to 
say, if the $67,000 is paid, taking the money already expended in 
——— the claim before the various courts and tribunals 
m 1881 to the present time, it will no more than refund the 
money and the interest these parties have actually paid out. The 
money is to be paid, if we award the claim, di: y to Mr. Howe's 
heirs, and, as I have said, it will not be a great deal more for 
these people, aside from his daughter, than the amount they have 
already put in to prosecute the claim through the different tribu- 
nals up to the present time. 

Mr. COX. Thisclaim involves something like $67,000, I believe? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Sixty-seventhousand nearly, 
or within a few dollars of it. 

Mr. COX. Theclaim hasbeen in some way, or by some means, 
transferred to some one else. Now, what that party paid for the 
claim is a matter that I think should enter materially into the con- 
sideration of the equities of the case. The amount so paid does 
not veers anywhere in the report. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I can assure the gentle- 
man— 

Mr. COX (continuing). Now, Mr. Speaker, I would take the 
word of the gentleman from Massachusetts as quick as that of 
any other man in the world. But in voting the public money out 
of the Treasury I would like to know who is getting the benefit of 
the claim on which we are ing, for he knows and I know 
that men are bu these against the Government and 
sending them here for a iation, when often the amount of 
the claim is two or three per cent more than what they 

for it. Now, while I would do anything for my friend from 

usetts in the world that was within my power to do, I 

shall be compelled to interpose objection to the consideration of 
this clain: until all of these facts are fully determined. 

The The gentleman from Tennessee objects. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee will not object until he allows me to answer his ques- 

on. 

Mr. COX. not. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. This is not a 
Mee Ngny Fane the word. It is 


sold. The are fully stated in the report, if the tleman 
had heard reading of it. ~ 
Mr. Howe, the inventor, died in poverty. The firmof Forehand 
Forehand is on 
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who furnished the money to prosecute the claim, asmuch as 

0,000 or more, is aisoin poverty. These men who furnished the 
claimant the money to prosecute his claim did it from sympathy 
and a kindly feeling for him, and not for the purpose of making 
a ation out of it. Their sympathies were excited in 
Mr. Howe’s behalf, and especially when it was ascertained that Mr. 
Howe's daughter did not have money enough to pay the funeral 

of her father, which are stil! due. 
beg the gentleman not to object. 

Mr. COX. Iwill be glad to do anything for the gentleman 
from Massachusetts in my power—— : 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Ido not want anything done 
forme. It is only for this honest claimant that I ask the gentle- 
man’s consideration. 

Mr. COX. Well, Ido not want anything from the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, and I object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. [ask for the regular order. 

Mr. BAILEY. I hope the gentleman will withdraw that for a 
moment, as I wish to make a request of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Very well, I will withdraw it for 
the present. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President, by Mr. PRUDEN, one of pis secre- 
taries, announced that the President had approved and signed 
joint resolution of the following title: 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 209) to pay the officers and employees of 
the Senate and House of Representatives their respective salaries 
for the month of December, 1896, on the 18th day of said month, 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled a bill (S. 2889) 
to aid and encourage the holding of the Tennessee Centennial Expo- 
sition at Nashville, Tenn., in the year 1897, and making an appro- 
priation therefore; when the Speaker signed the same. 


CAROLINE 8S. BAKER. 

Mr. BAILEY. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 2989) to increase the pension of Caroline 
8. Baker. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, at $30 per month, subject 


to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Caroline 8. 
Baker, widow of John Howard Baker, late axsistant engineer, United States 
Navy, in lieu of the pension she is now receiving. 

TheSPEAKER. Isthere objection to the present consideration 


of the bill? 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right 
to object, | should like to hear the report read. 

Mr. BAILEY. Ican make a statement which I think will sat- 
isfythegentleman. The hasbandof this widow wasordered by the 
Government, whilein the line of his duty, toa Chinese port where 
cholera prevailed. Under these orders he went into the infected 
port, took the cholera, and died. Since her husband's death the 
widow has been drawing, under the law, $15 for herself and $2 for 
her child, making $17 for the widow and the child. During this 
time she has resided with her father, who recently died, and she 
is left with absolutely nothing except the $17 per month for herself 
and her child. 

If this woman’s husband had been in the employ of a private 
corporation and had lost his life under such circumstances, there 
is not a gentleman on this floor who, sitting as a juror, wouid not 
award her as damages a sum sufficient to yield more than this bill 


carries. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr: CROWTHER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the right to object 
until I can inquire whether this bill has been reported from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. : 

Mr. BAILEY. This bill for which I ask unanimous consent is 
a Senate bill. It passed the Senate unanimously, and a similar 
bill was et unanimously by the House committee. 

The SP ER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BAILEY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


CONSTRUCTION OF CERTAIN BRIDGES. 


The SPEAKER. There aresome bridge bills which the gentle- 
man from Louisiana {[Mr. OGDEN] desires to present. 
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Mr. OGDEN. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 1723) to approve and ratify the construction 
of a bridge over and across Caddo Lake, at Mooringsport, La., by 
the Kansas City, Shreveport and Gulf Railway Company. 

The bill was read. It provides that the construction by the 
Kansas City, Shreveport and Gulf Railway Company, a corpora- 
tion duly organized under the laws of the State of ouisiana, of 
the bridge over Caddo Lake, at the village of Mooringsport, La., 
= approved and ratified, subject to certain stipulations and con- 

itions. 

The SPEAKER. 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. OGDEN. Mr. Speaker, I also ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill (8S. 1724) authorizing the Kan- 
sas City, Watkins and Gulf Railway Company to construct and 
maintain a bridge across the Black River, in Louisiana. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, is this a bill presented 
by the same member who presented the other? 

The SPEAKER. This is another bridge bill, presented by the 
same gentleman who presented the other. 

The bill was read. It provides that the Kansas City, Watkins 
and Galf Railway Company, a corporation created and existin 
under and by virtue of the oes vs of the State of Louisiana, be, at 
is, authorized to construct and maintain a bridge across Black 
River, in the State of Louisiana, at such point suitable to the 
interests of navigation as may hereafter be selected by said rail- 
way company for crossing said river with its railroad fine 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present caneblitend 
tion. of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. OGDEN. Mr. Speaker, I also ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill S. 1725. 

r. WILLIAM A. STONE. I call for the regular order. 


IMMIGRATION BILL. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will present the following business 
on the Speaker’s table, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 7864) amending the immigration laws of the United States. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That section 1 of the ones : March 3, 1891, in amendment 
of the immigration and contract-labor. acts, be, and here is, amended by 
adding to the classes of aliens thereby —— from admission to the United 
States the following: All male persons between 16 and 60 years of age who 
can not both read and write the. E h la language or some Sothern language. 
But no parent of a person now livi ng ot oe hereafte ter admitted to, this coun- 
try sha excluded because of his to rea? and write. 

Sec. 2. That the sroveens of the og a March 3, 1893, to facilitate the 
enforcement of the immigration and contract-labor laws, shall apply to the 
persons ory & in section 1 of this act. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be unlawful for any alien who resides or retains his 
haaes in a foreign neers to enter the United States for the pur of 

engaging in any mechanical trade or manual labor within the borders thereof 
= ehaneng yp hag ® creer retaining his home ina ye og country: Provided, That the 


rns aay sane — aliens to come into and enter this 
country or the purpose o: wag new arts or industries, under such rules 
— a mene as he a be way provide. 


unlawful for any person, ership, com 
soreaieilin tear Sa ' in any mechanical trade or mageal abor in 
the ae States ho resides or retains his home _ a foreign 
country: Provid ot, ‘That the the provisions of thisact shall not a appl to the em- 
——-a of on deck hands, or other employees of vesse the United 
tates, or railroad train hand as conductors, engineers, brakemen, 


Is there objection to the present consideration 


¥, or 


8, such 
er peene ae duties require them to passover the frontier 

o 
it shall be unlawful for any alien to enter the United States, 
except subjects Saeat the Dominion of Canada and other American countries, 
pace t at places where the United States maintain an immigrant inspec- 


Sxc. 6. That any violation of the provisions of this act shall be deemed a 
misdemeanor, a by a fine not ex or by imprisonment 
‘or the term of not exceeding one yea or both such fine and imprisbnment. 
the discretion of the cou all persons convicted under section 3 o: 
—- ae shall be deported to SH . cone from whence Lore 
7. That this act shall take effect months after its passage. 


‘The amendments of the Senate were read, as follows: 


Page 1, line 7, strixe out all after “following: down to and includ 
7, page 5. and insert: “ All personsover 16 years of age who can not 
write the language of their native country or some other lan ; but an 
admissible toversuch age of 16 years meg peng in wi ior send 
for his wife or parent cr grandparent or minor child or grandchild notwith- 
ding pe we of such relative to read and write as aforesaid. 
. For the purpose of testing the — -«' ae nt to read 
ot ie ‘as required by the foregoing secti = mspection officers shall 
furnished wit copies of the Constitation of the United States, printed on 
ee uniform teboard sli five lines of said Con- 


ips, each con’ 
stitution printed in the various lan of the immigrants in ene —— 
xes made for that purpose 


pica type. These slips shall be kept in 
ae as to conceal the slips from pmb ve each = to contain aus of 
may 


firemen, or 
= reech the dry 
Seo. 5. That 


line 
and 


“ 


poseunae 


shali 
one of said slips from the box and De out tn fall 
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officers, the five nw ted thereon. —_ 
the box test is is finshed 
contemes® the bon shail be Up by an inspection offesr eae 
Growing i pate. No imm: t fa rank col aoe car ele 
on ial Se eee ee ail be returned to the country 
whic men he came at the expe or railroad w 
Tropa hip. anew provid by lew, diated anes ant 
eac. 
the iaumbet of the slip which 7 Sip ga immigrant Tiedt eal rales 
Page 3, after line 7, insert: 
” 2. This t 
SEc. h poe 18 te lana Uf Gabe during {he continuance of the 
such persons have heretofore been 
nhabitants of that fiend 
Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker, I move that this bill be re- 
committed to the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 
I make this motion with the consent and at the request of some 
members of the committee; and I desire to say that if it a. 
— debate I would like to be heard support of th 
motio 


Mr. “DAN FORD. A parliamentary inary, Will a motion 
to nonconcur in the Senate amendments and to the confer- 
ence asked be in order, either as an amendment to or as a substi- 
tute for the motion of the gentleman from Missouri? 

The SPEAKER. The motionisin order; but the vote will have 
to be taken on the motion to refer to the committee. 

Mr. DANFORD. I make that motion—to nonconcur in the 
Senate amendments and to the conference. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, there is no previous 

uestion ordered, and I should like to be heard for a moment on 
this motion. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Missouri desire to 
be heard now? 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. It is immaterial to me, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Let the apkdiacaein first be heard, 
and then I desire to be heard. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. How much time have I? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Weare not limited. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has an hour. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. 8 , this bill is what is commonly 
known as the immigration bil It passed the House last summer 
- a shape which seemed sati tisfactory all around. It was a com- 

romise measure, and it was framed upon the principle of the 
Golden Rule. The extremists for restriction upon the one side 
were told that if they refused to t this compromise measure 
it might result in no legislation at all upon the subject, and they 
acq in the action of the House, On the other hand, there 
were those who claimed that restriction is not liberty—who held 
and now hold that the right of asylum on soil should 
iowa, Wee mugeriiy of = arenes 

ws. maj our 
who hold these views. And who will den 
in this t are tho: pte en Fone and - 
accord with those of th 
were told—and I was one of those Fo = 
to them—that they had to choose between 
harsher or more stringent — and so 
large class, also acquiesced in the Honse bill; 

—s this floor advocating the passage of that bill for the purpose 

a more stringent and more harsh legislation on the 


i Papestnn rad ede ti i tieediiem ate 

n such a ous victory for so 

ciples. There is not one on this side of the Chamber, and 

a oe = — oe of m v7 can justly 

t great vic was largely due loyalty 

sense, and the sauservailaiaal Sen whe ted citizens, —— almost 

eee of ty. voted for sound money, , and 

McKinley, thereby turni scales in more than half a 
Michigan, in Iowa, 


States—in Ohio, & Illinois, in Wisconsin, in 
in Minnesota, and even in old cere 
‘I should not refer to this fact now Speaker, if it had not a 
on of immigration. The advocates 


z 


t to the scot Sones asa 
co it was said in the were y berry nr 


last eummer, tion was a growing danger to the 
— of vee country, and the aes - 
out as an especial source of peril. 
eae Mr. 
com as an 
= counties, al a 
siderable element of strength against repudiation 
the nation’s honor, and instead of Sincoe the life 
ublic, the presence of these foreign-born citizens helped mate- 
if not decisively, to save it. 
With the permiasion of the the House, I wish in this connection to 


gat 


Ef 


RES 
ese 


. 





legislation as a well-earned right, and threaten to make their 
future support of Republican principles depend upon our action 
on this matter. Am I right, then, in asking my — to go 
slow, be fair, and act conservatively on this question? In view of 
their loyaity, again so nobly demonstrated, our adopted citizens 
justly expected a moderation of even the House bill; instead of 
that, it is now a oe to make its provisions more stringent and 
more sweeping. This means that we announce to the country and 
say to these people that for their loyalty they shall be not rewarded, 
but punished. 

It may be urged that even with some of the amendments 
adopted by the Senate to which I and several other members of 
the committee are opposed, the bill will not affect German and 
Scandinavian immigration. This may be physically true, Mr. 
Speaker; but I desire to say to the House that I do not stand here 
in defense of the Germans. They need no defense at my hands. 
Tam an American Representative of an American constituency. 
I am for America against Spain, against the German Empire, 
against the world. I am for America, right or wrong, always for 
America. [Applause.] This is not a question of European 
nationality, it is a question of American principle and American 
interests. The fact that Germans and Scandinavians are not 
materially affected by this bill, and yet oppose it, is a proof that 
their opposition is inspired not by self-interest, but by principle, 
and therefore deserves more consideration at our hands. 

Now, what are these amendments? In the first place, the House 
bill exempted all females from the educational test. ‘The Senate 
bill subjects to it every Irish and German and Swedish servant 
girl. The first result will be a large decrease in the immigration 
of female domestics, and a later consequence will be that we shall 
have a famine of domestic servants in this country, there being 
from seven to ten applications for each new arrival. I for one 
can notsee why the educational test should be applied to a servant 
girl coming into this country, while on the other hand I do know 
that thers is a great lack of domestic servants in all the large 
cities, for the reason that our American girls prefer to go into 
factories and workshops and stores rather than into the kitchen. 
‘We are absolutely dependent upon the supply of domestic servants 
coming from abroad, and therefore I think the House bill was wise 
in exempting female immigrants from the educational test. 

Another Senate amendment provides that— 

All persons ever 16 years of age who can not read and write the language 
of their native country or some other ngvee> shall be excluded, except that 


the wife or parent or child of an adm immigrant, not so able to read 
and write, may accompany or be sent for by such immigrant. 


Now, what does that mean? We know what an admissible 
immigrant is, but do we not wish to give the same right accorded 
to an admissible immigrant to a resident immigrant or to a citi- 
zen of this country? is amendment says nothing about such 
cases, so that in many instances a citizen of this country who 
desires to bring over his relatives from abroad will be unable to do 
so because, if they are unable to read and -write, they will not be 
allowéd to land here. 

Mr. Speaker, does not this alone show that the bill is imperfect? 
Does it not show that it requires amendment? I claim, laxtbar. 
that we do not know what the effect of such a provision as this 
will be. The House bill as passed was a complete and perfect 
measure. We were absolutely certain as to the effect of each one 
of its features and lines, but here is an amendment the effect of 
which even those who are thoroughly conversant with the subject 
are unable to predict. 

My idea is that this amerdment ought to be referred to the 
Bureau of Immigration, with a request for a report upon its prob- 
able effect. This matter can not be settled in conference, my 
friends. There is no time in conference to settle such questions, 
Provisions of this kind are not like those merely providing for an 
=e of money. They cut —~ into the most delicate 
relations of family, of society, and of life, and therefore I think 
we should act very conservatively in considering such legislation. 

Another amendment provides the test that is to be applied and 
says that every immigrant shall be required to read and write five 
lines of the Constitution of the United States. Just think of an 
Trish or a German servant girl standing upon Ellis Island and read- 
ing and writing the Constitution of the United States! In my 
je ent, Mr. Speaker, this ought to be left to the executive 
officers of the Government to regulate,and should not be inciaded 
inthis bill. Everyone knows taat the Constitution contains words 
that even we do not fully understand. Take a foreigner, an 
immigrant—how can he be expected to read and write those diffi- 
cult words which perhaps he has never seen in his life before? 
If anything else were taken a: the test—the Bible, a gov novel, 
any standard work—there would be less objection to it, but the Con- 
stitution is the most difficult (locument for an immigrant to read 
and write and understand. Again, Mr. Speaker, imagine an 
———— reading these lines contained in the Declaration of 


He has prevented the population of these States and has failed to encourage 
measures for the immigration of foreigners. 


the majori 


Imagine, I say, a fo 
think? Will he not be 
i from 


viati 
that inspired their Declarati 
thing else would be better than such a test as 
Another amendment of the 
shall be exempted from the provisions of thelaw. In 
an ignorant negro can come from Cu 
the ples that hema seteges, 8 eee 
to a higher level than the sturdy laboring man coming from 
—. = the — imm _ a. 
r. Speaker, I pro against s a 
matters can not be patched up in conference, and 
t I move a recommittal of 
Immigration. Since the Senate has requested thi 
conference, the bill will retain its Se and conse- 
—_ can come up at any time. For reason, Mr. r, 
there is no danger that a satisfactory bill will not be The 
committee, after considering this measure, can report it back to 
the House, and the House can pass it within three weeks—soon 
after our reassembling in January. 
Just one remark more I desire to make. By referring 
ter to the conference we put the bility upon the shoulders 
of our honored Speaker, who must appoint the conference com- 
mittee. oS 6 ey ee ee ee problem. 
I would rather see the House assume the responsi of this 
matter. For these reasons, Mr. , | have made my motion. 
I reserve the remainder of my ti 
ing any questions which may be put. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I want the House to 
understand thoroughly the exact status of this proposition. Tho 
bill which passed the H th amendments went over to the 
Senate and was there amended in several particulars. It comes 
back from the Senate very much changed, with a request upon the 
art of the Senate that a committee of conference be inted 
y the House, the Senate ha 
motion of the gentleman from 
refer this bill to the House Committee on i mo- 
tion of the tleman from Ohio {[Mr. Danrorp], who is also a 
member of the Committee on tenincliets to nonconcur in the 
Senate amendments and agree to the conference. 
All discussion on the merits of this bill as it left the Senate or 
the House is wholly 
objectionable features in the measure may bechanged in the com- 
mittee of conference. The simplereason why the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Danrorp] makes the motion to nonconcur at once and 
consent to the conference is to save time and get the bill before 
the ea sen es eee some 
hope of passing an immigration uring 
uring the last Co: the House passed an 
It went over to the Senate, where it ype yore, we At vm 
that body has changed the present bill. It was yed from 
Sos ran ae See et ee i 
ill at all. 
Now, both political parties have declared for further restriction 
of immigration, and have declared that the test should be what is 
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tléman to take another trip to 


then be left only two months for the work of this 

during that time there will come up many measures of great 
moment. In my judgment, it will be the death knell of any 
ee SS ee eee 
mittee. 


I do not question the good 
I do not question the good 
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‘ A No, sir; they are not. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Then these sections are to be abandoned 
by this amendment of the Senate, are they? 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. There arenosections in the original 
law which fix an educational test. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. No, sir; but in sections 2, 3, and 4 of 
the bill which the House there are certain provisions—— 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Is the gentleman referring to the House 
bill? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The gentleman is speaking of the 
bill as it originally the House? 

Mr. W IN of Ohio. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I supposed he was referring to 
the existing law. 

Mr. W IN of Ohio. The sections to which I have just 
referred contain several provisions than those with regard 
to the educational test. Are those to be abandoned and the edu- 
cational test alone substituted for the House bill? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. That I can not say. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. If the Senateamendment is adopted, is 
not that the effect? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Yes, that is the effect. It strips 
the bill, as I understand it—and the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. BarTHOLDT] can correct me if I misstate the matter—itwill 
strip the bill, as I understand it, of all its restrictive features save 
and except the educational test. 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania will per- 
mit me a moment, I do not find thig bill in print, but I take the 
copy of the bill as I find it on the Speaker’s table, and I desire to 
ask him a question with reference to it. 

I notice House bill has this language: 

That section 1 of the act of March-3, 1891, in amendment of ie ieeniare 
tion and contract-labor acts, be, and ao is enpenced by adding to 
of aliens thereby excluded from nm to the United States the 
oe All male between 16 and 60 of age who can not both 
read and write the or some language. Butno t 
of a person now living or ter admitted to, this country be 
excluded because of his inability to read and write. 
The Senate provision strikes that out and provides that— 


All persons over 16 years of en ee Oe hnatage af 
‘ chet shall be excluded; but an admis- 
immigrant over 16 years may send for his wife or 


oa or tor minor child wnacLEh meteithoton 
Eicudity ofcacstabivs4etuah alt write Seatcrensd: — 
Now, as I understand the Senate amendment, a foreigner might 
have been naturalized here, and yet he can not send for his parent, 
or grandparent, or wife, or minor child, provided such person so 
sent for is unable to —, with that provision of the law. 
Mr. BARTHOLDT. Under the Senate amendment, that is 


Mr. CANNON. If that is correct, I am clearly against this 
pro oes and I think the House bill in that respect is decidedly 
ahaa 


But, Mr. , if legislation be desirable on the subject at 
I can “see any objection to sending it to a committee of 
conference. Eee 2 Ee comaeen ae en Howse, in that 
event, first to instruct the House conferees. It is also quite com- 
nt for the House to vote down or refuse to adopt the report of 


co} committee, and thereby defeat tion. Or it 
is quite t for the conferees to back a disagree- 
~_— question. 


the sense of the House w 
. WILLIAM A. STONE. Certainly. 
Mr.CANNON. So that. if legislation be desired at all, it is well 





enough, it seems to me, that this should go to a conference com- 
mittee 





without v 










least two weeks after the recess. 
right of way in the House at all times, and unless this bill is sent 
to a vote by the nearest road—that is, sent to a committee of con- 






I make these remarks for the reason that I can not believe that 
House conferees will assent to the Senate amendment; at least 
serious modification. 


Mr, WILLIAM A.STONE. They will not, Iam satisfied. The 


House coyferees can not agree to it. 


I yield three minutes to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dan- 


FORD]. 


Mr.DANFORD. Mr. Speaker, the proposition to send this ques- 


tion back to the House Committee on Immigration simply means 
that we are to have no legislation by this Congress on the subject. 


Already the Committee on Rules have provided business for at 
The appropriation bills have the 


ference, where these questions at issue can be fairly discussed and 
dealt with, and where the differences between the House and Sen- 
ate can be adjusted—in my opinion there is no hope for legislation 
by the Congress upon the question at all. 

The House committee spent nearly three months on this subject, 
investigating the immigration question and maturing a bill. The 
bill was satisfactory to the committee; they so reported to the 
House—I believe unanimonusly—and has been amended, and 
amended materially,in the Senate. It seems to me that the usual 
way, and the proper way, to settle the differences between the two 
Housesis bya conference. The Senate bill passed that body with 
but 10 dissenting votes. The House bill passed the House bya 
very large majority. It seems to me that this bill ought to go to 
a conference committee, and that we ought to reach something in 
the way of legislation in this Congress on the subject, and not defer 
it to another Congress and a future time. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I yield now to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. McCati]}. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I think it is 
important for the House to consider for a minute the situation of 
this measure. In the first place, the gentleman from Missouri 
| Mr. BARTHOLDT] moves to have this whole matter recommitted 
to the Committee on Immigration. The gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Danrorp] then moved that we nonconcur in the Senate 
amendment and assent to the Senate request for a conference on 
the disagreeing votes on the bill. 

It is entirely immaterial to consider whether we will agree with 
the Senate amendments or not. If the House shall vote to non- 
concur in the amendments for the time being and agree to the 
conference, it has precisely the same effect as if the bill were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Immigration and the committee should 

to the House the recommendation to nonconcur in the 
amendments. The great advantage of having this bill go imme- 
diately to conference and having it decided over referring it to the 
Committee on Immigration is most apparent. The reports of 
the Committee on Immigration are not privileged. If we refer this 
matter to that committee, and that committee, after one week or 
three weeks, or immediately, report it back to the House, their 


rt has no privilege whatever. 
r. BARTHOLDT. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
a question? 


r. McCALL of Massachusetts. I will, with pleasure. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. I desire, for the information of my friend 
from Massachusetts [Mr. McCa.t] and the House, to read the 
rule which has reference to this matter: 

When a bill comes back with Senate amendments requiring considera- 

in Committee of the Whole, the bill and amendments thereupon are 
referred to the committee having jurisdiction of the subject. If the Senate 


soe, their amendments with a request for a conference, this endows 
the th privilege in all its subsequent stages. 


Consequently, if you refer this bill to the Conimittee on Immi- 

ation, it retains its privileged character, according to this rule, 
in my judgment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks he ought to say that he has 
had that rule under consideration subsequently, and is not satis- 
fied with its soundness. The matter having been mentioned he 
feels obliged to say so, such being the fact. That is the way the 
matter stands. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. I desire to call attention to the fact that 
that ruling was made in the Fifty-first Congress. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is quite well aware of that. 
is another misfortune connected with it. {Laughter.] 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me 
that the statement of the Chair disposes of the position of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri[Mr.Bartsoipt]. If thismatterisreferred 
to the Committee on Immigration, it certainly is problematical 


That 


whether it retains any privilege; and this thing is certain, that if 
this House votes to nonconcur and assents to the request of the 
Senate for a conference, and conferees are appointed on the part 
of the House by the Speaker, then the report cf that conference 
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committee is privileged, and whenever they bring the report before 
the House the House can immediately act upon it. 

So the situation is clear. If this matter is referred to the Com- 
mittee on Immigration, we can not have from that committee, 
even from the standpoint of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 

3ARTHOLDT], anything else than a recommendation to nonconcur. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Danrorp] proposes that at this 
very moment the House nonconcur, that we take the short cut to 
solve the matter, and dispense with a superfluous reference, by 
having a committee of conference = and then the report, 
when it shall be made, will be privileged. 

So that, if there is any member who is a friend of the House 
bill, who believes in legislation and is opposed to the Senate 
amendments—as the gentleman from Missouri appears to be—the 
only way that he can accomplish his desire effectually is to vote 
for the motion of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this matter has been voted upon by both 
Houses of Congress. One House voted before the election and 
another since the election,and an overwhelming majority of both 
bodies was in favor of some measure restricting immigration. I 
would say, sir, that there is no division between the two great 
parties on this question. The Republican national convention 
and the Democratic national convention united in demanding some 
measure of restriction, and if we desire to have restriction we 
should vote down first the motion of the gentleman from Missouri 
{Mr. BARTHOLDT], to shelve the whole thing and practically de- 
stroy it by referring it to a nonprivileged committee, and then we 
should vote for the motion of the i from Ohio [Mr. Day- 
FORD], which sends it immediately to conference, out of which 
legislation will spring. 

We can rely upon it that our House conferees will insist upon 
any position of the House which is the wiser position. I have no 
doubt that they will represent the rights of the House fully, but 
after they have done that, after the committees of the two Houses 
have agreed upon a measure, then we can vote upon that measure 
immediately, and it can go to the President. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, how much time have 
I remaining? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has forty-one minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I yield ten minutes to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. WiLson]. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, I have listened 
with a great deal of interest to the remarks made by the dis- 
tinguished chairman of the Committee on Immigration, the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BarTHOLDT]. While they are in 
thorough consonance with his record during the first session of 
this Congress, being in favor of very liberal rules and laws for 
the admission of immigrants, I have listened in vain to hear from 
him some good reason why his motion should prevail. 

The matter presented to us is of a verysimple nature. The Sen- 
ate has seen ft to amend the bill as it left this House, and in doing 
s0 has left ont some of our provisions and mcorporated others. 
The only way by which the two Houses can ever come to an agree- 
ment is through a committee of conference. The rules so pre- 
scribe, Now, the only possible effect that the adoption of the 
motion of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BARTHOLDT] can 
have will be that the question will be referred. to the Committee on 
Immigration to determine whether or not the House shall agree to 
the Senate amendments or disagree and agree to the request for 
a committee of conference. 

Now, is there any necessity for the House, which is capable of 
deciding the matter now, to submit te that committee the decision 
of that simple question, whether or not we will agree or disagree 
to the Senate amendments. Why, my friend from Missouri { Mr. 
BaRTHOLDT] who is making this motion never would consent to 
the Senate amendments as they came here, and in committee he 
surely would not vote for the adoption of a report recommending 
that this House accept the Senate amendments. Therefore he 
would be compelled to report to this House, so far as his vote 
could do so, that the House disagree to the Senate amendments 
and agree to the con:mittee of conferefice, 

That oat Se case, Why then resist the motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, in order that we may now do what he admits we 
would then have to do, to wit, disagree to the Senate amendments 
and insist on the House bill. Now, when the matter gets before 
that conference committee it will be thoroughly in the hands and 
in the power of that committee to accept so much of the Senate 
amendments as shall be acceptable to it and to insist on so much 
of the House bill as it should wish. Nothing eise but the confer- 
ence committee can ever determine the issue, and the one sole issue 
here. Astotheimperative necessity of legislation onimmigration, 
that was decided in this House by an overwhelming vote, as I rec- 
ollect only twenty-six antagonizing it by their votes. It has been 
declared to be the policy of both great parties in this country, and I 
believe also the third party, that undesirable immigration should 
be kept beyond the borders of this country, and that an educa- 
tional test should be the test applied. 
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Now, I do not like the tendency of the remarks of the 
man to draw the political line here. It is 
application of the lash. All parties 

mental for ieling oneal ‘perf 
presen or g a post-e on ormance 
pre-election promise. ; 

. er, the difference between the two 

ply this: In the House bill the excluded class, the 
class, added to the undesirable classes already existing under 
law, is that oo amg we een of age who can 
r or write their own language or language 
The Senate amendment, so far as males are concerned 
cory te all males, even those above 65 years of La As to 
the House allowed all females to come in. Senate 
ment allows only those females who are the wives or minor 
dren of the males who shall come in. The House allowed onl 
the parents of admissible i ts who were incapable of 
ing or writing. The Senate bill allows grandparents as well. 
So you see there are some differences as to and some dif- 
cnemt, which apeitad Go eaanhgeniste aqui HE Ra CamaEn ieee 
ment, which appli i 
the Canadian border. The Senate ill makes no reference tothat 
The Senate amendment allows Cuban during the cur- 
rency of the pending disorder there to come intothiscountry. The 
House said nothing about that. Now, it will be fullyin the 
of the conference committee to reconcile these differences of thetwo 
Houses and to report to the House a bill which they can adopt, 
and which will be the law of this land and will meet the demands 
of the people. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, the le of this country are in earnest 
about this matter. They do not intend to be trifled with. 
have the promise of two of the political i 
rely upon, and I believe they 


I think the gentleman from South Carolina has covered the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then I will yield to the gentleman 
from California [Mr. JoHNSON] three minutes, or five minutes, 
How much time ee wish? 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. I ——. tosaythis. I think 
the gentleman from South Carolina . WILSON] has covered 
the ground; andI am ready to vote. I think we are all ready to 
vote in favor of your motion. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!” “‘ Vote!”] 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I will yield to thegentleman from 
New York [Mr. Foote]. Do you to occupy any time? 

Mr. FOOTE. I see the House is ready to vote, and 1 am ready 
to vote. ° 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Very well. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. 8 er, I do not want to unneces- 
sarily occupy the time of the House t to say that it is unfor- 
tunate that those members of the Committee on igration and 
Naturalization who have requested me to make this moticn are 
not now present in the House, having left for their homes; 
that, so far as the committee is concerned, I am the only one to 
defend my position. That I made the motion in faith I 
trust the Honse will concede. I do not desire to en 
bill, but the subject-matter is of so vast 
stated before, these Senate amendments cut so 
most delicate relations of family, of eee 
thought I was justified in making the m 
bill to the House committee for the purpose of getting some new 
light, some additional information the amendments added 
to it by the Senate, which, Mr. ; 
bitterly opposed, by all the German ne of 
and opposed by many reputable American 
House to go slow, and in doing so we will do justice to people 
Wein Speniaer, Uhre veuias to be tis taapempiiennanimmocmaataiee 

‘ , there seems anim among 
friends who have spoken here that the bill, if it 
will be buried. y, sir, it can be ad 
mittee at any time by special rule, and I at 
remarks, and I t it here and now, that immediately 
reassembling of the House I shall call the commi 
caer d on the very first — of our meeting 
ill satisfactorily and report it back to the Honse, 
be taken u OY 9 apecal 16 
depose of it. t by 
in urging my motion I am actuated 
i bill will ultimately pass in a form 
e who I know are deepl. 
of the conferees on 
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_I two minutes 
to the gentleman from California . BOwERsS }. 
Mr BOWERS. Mr. want to call the attention 


Speaker, I 
of the House to the fact that if this is sent back to the com- 
mittee, it will lose its present position and privilege, and even if 
the committee wanted to brin & it — consideration here, the 
chances are very much against it in short session, with a very 
amount of other important legislation pending. The vote 
y, therefore, is practically a vote on the bill. 7 

Now, Mr. ee every man knows that the vast majority of 
the people of the United States demand further restriction of im- 
migration. We are their soe and if we do not do 
something in that line, we fail in our duty as such ntatives. 
For my own State of California. I can say that nine out of ten of all 
the le are in favor of further restriction of immigration, in 
favor of a far more t bill than this, and if this bill fails to 
satisfy them it will be use it does not go far enough. I 
remind gentlemen upon this side of the House that this is not a 
new question, that it has been discussed for years, and fe know, 
gentlemen, that the people demand some legislation of kind at 
your hands and will hold you responsible if you do not accord it 
to them. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I yield five minutes to the gentle- 
man from Delaware [Mr. WILLIs]. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, I shall vote to send this bill to a 
committee of conference, for the reason thet I want an early 
opportunity to vote in favor of a bill of this kind. I think that 
the } House bill is a good measure, and there are some things in the 
amendments of the Senate that are. I can say to the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. BARTHOLDT] that I think he need not be 
apprehensive of any radical action on the part of this House with 
reference to this bill. He need not fear but that both he and his 
countrymen have the profoundest of the American Con- 
gress and of the American ple, as do all who come here from 
other nations and demean ft. lves as the great bulk of that 
people do. Daniel Webster once said, in that memorable speech 
of his on the ‘‘ American Union:” 

This Union we reached by the discipline of our virtues in the severe school 
of adversity, and aithough our territory has stretched out wider and wider 
and our farther and farther, yet they have not outrun its 


protection or its benefits. It has been to usalla copious fountain of 
personal, and social happiness. 


Mr. Speaker, these were grand words, breat a magnificent 
sentiment. We indorse that sentiment to-day; but the words 


themselves pry ep that oe = a mee beawes Sais na- 
tion might go and incur peril. e great ux 0! igration, 
the co ict of diverse conditions, have seemed to throw a shadow 
over this country during the last ten or twenty years, and now we 
call upon such citizens as the gentleman from Missouri and those 
from hisown honored fatherland who have influence in the Amer- 
ican community—we call upon them to join us in sustaining the 


dignity and the oo of the temple which our fathers built. We 
upon them to join with us in guarding it uncircum- 
cised hands, so that it may be preserved t generations to 


come for such as may see fit to immigrate here from other lands 
and help to sustain and promote the hest and grandest and 
supurbest form of human civilization t the world has ever 


known. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr.$ er, I = three minutes 
to the gentleman from New York [Mr. Foore]. 


Mr. TE. And then I shall ask to be recognized 
Mr. RAY. While the gentleman is on his feet, let me ask him 
@ question. 
. WILLIAM A. STONE. Certainly. 
Mr. RAY. § this matter is referred to a committee of 
conference, when the conference report comes in, it will be open to 
debate, will it not? 


Mr. RAY ‘aie ie srunboveee oo report which 
. : even agree upon a rt whic’ 
the House does not like, it will be mutetlty Gebupetans for the 
House to set it aside. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Oh, certainly. Sending it to a 
Suterence wee nyty give us an opportunity to settle the ques- 
Mr. FOOTE. Mr. Speaker, Iam in favor of sending this bill 
to a conference, for the reason that it does not go far enongh. 
Our people have asked for bread and this them a stone. 
pe phe ar = ne 98 nee My people 
asking can not vote for a in so 
incomplete 


a form as this now is. 
We should pass such a bill—and 1 believe the people of this 


country demand its 
= passage—that a: American workmen should 


and 
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in this country, if our lands need population, after our American 
citizens have been satisfied and taken care of—pass such a bill 
that immigrants can come he e if they show proper qualifications. 
But so long as one of our citizens looks for work in vain—so long 
as his place is filled by a foreigner, just so long our citizen work- 
men have a right to say that they are misgoverned and that our 


Republican party have a pledge unfulfilled. I am in favor of 
sending this bill to the conference committee and getting from 
them a protective immigration bill that will protect our workmen 


to the fullest extent. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I now demand the 
previous question, unless the gentleman from Missouri {[Mr. BarR- 
THOLDT] will do so. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. If there is nobody else desiring to be heard, 
I move the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. BArTHoLpr to 
refer the bill and amendments to the Committee on Immigration 
and Naturalization, the motion was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on the motion of 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Danrorp] to nonconcur in the 
amendment of the Senate and agree to the conference asked. 

The motion was to, 

On motion of Mr. DANFORD, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


CONFEREES ON IMMIGRATION BILL. 


The SPEAKER announced the appointment of the following 
conferees on the part of the House on the bill H. R. 7864, the 
immigration bill: Mr. BartHoLpr, Mr. DANFrorD, and Mr. WIL- 
son of South Carolina. 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. BINGHAM, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. HepBuRN 
in the chair) and resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
9648) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial) expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
Fain 80, 1898, and for other purposes. 

Mr. BINGHAM rose. 

Mr. QUIGG. I ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
BinGHam] whether he will not yield to me a moment while i give 
notice of an amendment that I shall offer at the conclusion of the 

eral debate in order to perfect the substitute. I should like to 
so the amendment read now by the Clerk. 

Mr.BINGHAM. The gentleman proposes simply to give notice 
of the amendment? 


. Mr. QUIGG. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
yield? 


Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly, for that purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposed amendment will be read for 
the information of the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. QUIGG. The object of the amendment will be apparent 
from the reading. 


“ The CHAIR . The amendment will be read for informa- 
on. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That the organization of the force to be employed in the new 
Library heey J having been completed under the provisions of this act, 
removals shall thereafter occur only for cause and after full inquiry. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That the gentleman desires to offer as an 
amendment to his substitute? 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes, sir. I think, Mr. Chairman, I wovld have 
the right to incorporate that in the substitute at any rate. I want 
the amendment to go in that paragraph of the substitute which 
deals with appointments and removals, after the words “ Library 
of Con - 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ask now that this be 


considered a part of his substitute? 
Mr. QUIGG. Ido. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? 


Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman offers his amendment, as I 
——. simply for the information of the Committee of the 

ole. 

The CHAIRMAN. As the Chair understands, the gentleman 
from New York asks unanimous consent to modify the amend- 
ment heretofore offered by him so as to in: ‘ude what has just 
been read. 

- Mr. QUIGG. I ask unanimous consent to make that modifica- 
on. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? 

Mr. BRUMM. I object. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, inmy remarks on this proposed 

tion I shall detain the House, I trust, but a very limited time. 

© gentleman from New York [Mr. Quiaa]} who has offered the 
substitute, which has doubtless been read and fully understood by 
members of the House, has had fair and reasonable time for debate, 
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In reference to the Library of Congress—the ibility of its great | being ar gs was as appointed pointed to nant oni deateenef, of Conapeee. Gouin 


usefulness in the future; its limited usefulness in the past, by | the Librarian 
Sati to tena as the ieee a eer 


reason of circumscribed quarters—it i is unnecessary forme to either 
descr'e or enter upon any details. The House knows that by | amounted to only a few thousand volumes—not aonling 8,000 






















statutory provision in the future it = make the Library of Con- | volumes. 

cress the great research as well as the great reference library of | From 1802 to 1807 John Beckley was Clerk of the House and acted 
this country. The gentleman from New York has told us that | in that capacity. From 1807 to 1814 Patrick was Clerk 
the Library comprises 740,000 volumes. In addition to that it is | of the alee and was named to take == under 
well to submit that its field of usefulness is far greater than would | the then law. The first commissioned 
be indicated by the sum total of its volumes. That Library em- | by President Madison—was George Watterston, ted in 1815 


braces 40,000 maps, some of them not to be duplicated and most 
valuable and rare; 250,000 musical compositions; 200,000 speci- 
ven ns of graphic art, including line engravings, mezzotints, photo- 

aphs, photograves, and every line of artistic work usually cov- 
Ga by the term ‘‘ graphic art.” With this vast aggregation of 
volumes, numbering hundreds of thousands, it is the fifth great 
library of the ame and is the substantial growth, as such, of 
the years since 1851. 

Prior to 1813, when the Library was burned by the British with 
the Capitol in this city, it contained but 3,000 volames. Again, in 
1851, it was demolished by fire, and but 20, 000 volumes remained 
of the whole collection after that disaster. In 1870 the copyright 
law was established, and the copyright law, Mr. Chairman, has 
been the basis of the accretions an additions to that Library. 
Copyright law has also been the basis of the several great libraries 
of the world. It has been specially beneficial to our own Library. 
The volumes added have averaged from about sixty thousand 
to seventy thousand dollars in value each year. That is how our 
Library has grown to its present magnitude—fifth among ‘the 
great libraries of the world. Save and except the allowance of a 
few thousand dollars annually for the purchase of rare and valuable 
books from abroad, the additions to the Library have mainly come 
from the copyright law, added to such donations as have from time 
to time been made. 

Here in this connection I desire to pay briefly a tribute to the 
present Librarian, Mr. Spofford. It was through his force, per- 
sistency, and comprehensive knowledge of the conductof the libra- 
ries of the world and theo ree of the copyrightlaw abroad that 
Congress in 1870 adopted the law which has virtually, in effect, 
built up our Library toits present enormous proportions and gives 
to that establishment two volumes of every ‘aotioen, publication 
— comes under the limitations and privileges of the copyright 

aw. 

Withont going into the question of the usefulness of the Library, 
which is wholly under control of Congress, and without statin 
that its usefulness to-day, under the statutes, is most limited, 
propose to proceed to explain the bill as reported by the Committee 
on Appropriations prior to entering upon a general discussion of 
the substitute proposed by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Quiee}. The first eo provided in the bill is for a Librarian 
at $6, 0 per annum at appropriation we follow the word- 
ing of the law from 1870, when the copy”ght law was added to 
the ee of the Librarian, and his compensation was then fixed 
at $4 

The wording in this bill is the wording of legislation since 1870, 
with this exception, that we increase compensation of the Libra- 
rian $2,006. This increase is justified, first, as a recognition by 
Congress of the great responsibility, great obligations, and the 
larger duties that will aavekve upon ‘him in the new building 

where the Library will be transferred during the next three months; 
and secondly, because of the increased bonded obligation which 
we have required. We believe that under these circumstances the 
Librarian is justly entitled, as an official with great labor and 
trained rience, to a larger compensation than heretofore re- 
ceived. e increase that compensation under what we call the 
existing law. Wedo not change the title or name of Librarian. 
We do not infringe upon his duties, but as we increase his force 
and as we increase the compensation of certain subordinates in 
the details of work in the new Library building, impossible to be 
done in the old one, we have felt it proper to increase his compen- 


and served until 1829. He was removed, having. ane wa 
_ aper in antagonism to Jackson, censuring Jackson, 
ae feomiiy relations, and was removed largely lngelypeips, on 

personal ounds or because ay aa 

office from 1815 to 1829. John F eehan was appointed by 
Jackson, and remained in office from 1829 to 1861. President Lin- 
1064, gong Sy bee uae weoeauene pty > 

w. p er 

honors and distinctions under the Administration. The present 
Librarian, Mr. Spofford, entered the Library in 1861 as anaes 
librarian. His appointment as Librarian ey made by Mr. Lin- 
coln in 1864, and he is to-day in possession of the office. 

Your committee's bill oa —— law. We leave it as it has 
been executed since 1815, the onl By Se hee. 
compensation of the Librarian o Congress, $2, The = 
as to the individual who is to receive that increased com 
tion will not be settled, under the provisions of the bill, un 
"The fies Sota tion with inting le in recogni 

e first c n connection e w is tion 
of the in force that will be necessaril yed under 
the provisions of the House Appropriations Frere bill now 
before us. Up to this date there have been but 43 in the subordi- 
nate force — edin the Library. Upto 1893 there were only 30 
subordinate employees, all of whom, however, had been appointed 
by the Librarian. We make this proposed increase in view of the 
necessity of a larger force for the conduct of the work in the new 
Library building, qualified by the following words: 

To be selected by th ee special aptitude 
work of the Library work an custod 
ae of the new Library 7 building, a and only roe a ae the 
Librarian * Congress may prescribe 

Follo these words we give the detailed force. I need not 
emphasize statement of wisdom of the incorporation of 
what might technically be called pret ee rn iliac is 
— ney tion only in the line of good government, and remains 

ill fairly ppt free pe gto point of order ha been 
wha part and paragraph, to be v: upon 
by this committee. 

I again emphasize that every a tment from 1815 up to 
to-day has been made by the Li and has been largely and 
almost wholly made under specific acts of Congress directing the 
Librarian to make the appointments, his subordinates being in- 
creased a time to time. 
ae QUIGG. Will the gentleman point me to any law of that 

Mr. BINGHAM. It was my purpose. to refer i points subject 
when I reached it in the su cubenguent Spsomeans ts 2° ” 

Mr. QUIGG. Well, Ido calle tied eit ee eintio- 
man’s statement. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will submit that I have searched 
from 1867 up to and including the first session of this - 
have an r of statutes w specific authority is 
‘he Létenrian 80 enaploy = inebuaiiamae Genbes but I will ams to 
this when I come to the gentleman’s paragraph as to the power 
of removal and appointment. . 

’ Mr. Pins ae y-* , under the Sareea oh ie Mateo 
orce for the Library, there pad toe gag 030 

We have taken the recommendation eerie is a 

part of the Book of Estimates submitted by 

ment for the consideration of the Committee on Ap ae 


sation. because increased work will be demanded of him in the | and the House, which is also, with some nine additional the 
new quarters. We in no wise in the paragraph change —s recommendation of Committee on the Library, whom we heard 
law. Existing law, made in 1802, declares that the Librarian shall | before the Subcommittee on A: 


be appointed solely by the President for the Library of Congress. | In other words, in the sum total of the force, in its subordinate 
a aw remains unchanged, and President Cleveland to-day can | divisious, and in its numbers, there is no contention between the 
eames a mere stroke of his pen poses or remove the Librarian of | recommendation of the Committee on the Library to the Appro- 
for any cause or reason good to himself, or for a more | priations Committee and the Tecomahannelians of of the Committee 
efficient chains adulteration of the Library. on oe Apres riations to this House, as ore in this bill, with wn 
The Librarians of Congress up to the present time have occu- cation that we require the Librarian of coe >» 
pied virtually a life position, or so long as fitness and usefulness cube. certain rules and regulations for the appointment of his sub- 
continued. We make no change whatever, either as to the Presi- force 
dent’s power of appointment solely or in the manner suggested by | The gentleman in mane. of the substitute a Sees Quiae] doubt- 
the substitute of the gentleman from New York, by and with the | less received the same information as to the pecouitg Boe this 
confirmation of the ‘Senate. subordinate force of the , and received it from Mr. 
The Librarian holding virtually a life position, toemphasize my | ford, as we did. It only i increases the force, as 
statement let me invite? the attention of the committee to the fact | Mr. Spofford to the committee, ee ee We We accepted the a. 
that under the act of 1802 the Clerk of the House for the time | man’s recommendation additional Wiss of see goes 
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cataloguing of the Library, and he stated in his testimony 
that he thought with this increase of om. geile Serene 
make a catalogue of the Library, it could be done in about three 

Wegive the nine additional men recommended as a part of 
The necessary force for the conduct of the we goas far 
as we think wise by for 


Library; and 
. as to the first p su 
dinate force, ices Ince contnatiien. sine tad which would allow 
the Committee on the Library to appoint and remove. 

Mr. RAY. Dol understand the gentleman to say that he has 
made provision here for cataloguing the Library? 2 

Mr. BINGHAM. All that has been asked for by the Librarian 
and all that has been asked for by the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. RAY. Does that include the law li ? 

Mr. BINGHAM. It is the entire Library of Congress, and the 
Library of Congress is divided into two parts—the library proper 
and the law library. 

Mr. QUIGG. I will say to my colleague from New York [Mr. 

¥ —_—— 
BD aS Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania 

? 

. Foran ingniry, of course. 
= Sain ts aeaeoneh ‘te incase Wi de 
colleague from New ee ae Ray] that it is believed that the 
force of cataloguers carried in this can, in the course of three 
ears, make a fair catalogue of the Library, including the law 
Cheenw: but not a subject catalogue. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I was going to refer to that matter. 

Mr. RAY. i , of course I do not want to interfere 
with the gentleman. 


Mr. BINGHAM. It is no interference. 

Mr. RAY. But my attention has been calied for so many years 
to the want of a catalogue of thisCongressional Library, and 
especially the law library, that I do hope that insome way, at this 
time, the committee will set on foot measures to properly cata- 
logue this Library, so that we — what there is in it, so that 
the officers of this Library may know what books they have, and 
so that we can obtain them when we desire them for use. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I submit to the gentleman we have given 
every subordinate in connection with that work asked for by Mr. 

ord and an addition of nine, as requested by the Committee 
on the Library. 

Permit me to state in that connection, as something was said in 
connection with the card catalogue now used by Library— 
the only means of knowing the contents of the Library—that there 
are 740,000 cards. Mr. Spofford recognizes, as I think all do, that 
the most modern con ce, so far as the handling of a library 
is concerned, is by what is called a “card e.” There are 
740,000 of these cards in connection with our Library. I asked 
Mr. Spofford as to whether there was any possibility of loss of 
cards, and he said he thought not, that it would be very great 
exception if there was a joss, as whenever a card is taken out a 
colored slip of paper is inserted in its to indicate that that 
volume and that card were out. 740,000 might seem a 
large number, they are absolutely under the control and care of the 
Librarian, and therefore not open to loss. Toexhibit to a fully 
the extent to which cards are used in great libraries and records 

this morning to Colonel Ainsworth, 
en know, of ali that portion of the rec- 
ords which contain the muster rolls in connection with the Record 
and Pension Office, as to the number of cards he had in his “‘card 
catalogue,” as it may be called. He telegraphed: 


Index record cards made by this office from muster rolls, hospital registe 
records number on December 19, 1896. 


and other 
This shows how valuable is a card catalogue. 
Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman understands, of course, in that 


there is an 


Mr. QUIGG. Precisely; but the point I make is that under the 

present government of the Library, there is nothing but thiscard 
anes show what the contents of the Library are. 

Mr. GHAM. You have nothing but the present form, but 


pe eae eae 
: . Lam sati with t tion. 
Mr. Trews ith reference to the ca e, we have 


a estimate, and given the additional 
ttee asked. . 


your 
So much as to the first pat of the bill, it being for th 
sppcintment of the poe aga, ye the work in connection with 
Library business. Now to the next paragraph of the bill 
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‘Again your Appropriations Committee bill follows the existing 
law word for word. 

We use the words that have been used, I maysay. ever since the 
copyright law became a of the duty, under the act, of the 

of Congress. e give him the necessary force. There 
is no disagreement on the part of the Committee on the Library 
and the recommendation of the Committee on Appropriations. 
We give the same total of dollars and cents. We give the same 
= of subordinate force that the gentleman gives in his substi- 
tute. 

In his bill the gentleman has an officer not heretofore called for— 
register of copyri hts. We felt that we had no discretion in that 
matter, in view of the fact that it is indicated by the law who 
should have charge of and who should act as copyright register; 
and we thought that touching upon that proposition we would 
leave the law about the register’s work just as it stands to-day 
and increase the subordinate force, and let the responsibility rest 
on the Librarian. Now, here are the words of the statute: 


That all records and other things relating to copyrights and required by 
law to be preserved shall be under the control of the Librarian of Congress 
and kept and preserved in the Library of Congress, and the Librarian of Con- 
gress have the immediate care and supervision thereof, and, under the 
supervision of the Jcint Committee of Congresson the Library, shall perform 
all acts and duties required by law touching copyrights. 



















The Joint Committee on the Library of Congress have two 
powers by law—one to make regulations consistent with law, 
under the law, not contrary to law; and under the copyright law 
it is provided that, under the supervision of the Joint Committee 
on the Library, he (the Librarian) shall perform all acts and 
duties required by law a comgsignts. That has been on 
the statute book since 1870. e therefore make no change in 
the law in that respect. We continue it just as it was in the 
appropriation bill under which we are now working, and for 
which gentlemen voted at the last session of this Congress, and 
we increase the force just as the Librarian asks for it. And the 

entlemen of the Joint Committee on the Library, governed, 

abtless, by Mr. Spofford’s recommendation, asked for the same 
thing, and therefore on that proposition there is no contention 
between the gentleman’s substitute and the bill before us. 

The next paragraph is as tothe custody, care, and maintenance of 
the new Library building. Of necessity, Congress must take care 
of that building. It takes care of all the public buildings by appro- 
priations for ‘‘ custody, care, and maintenance,” which has been 
the mode of appropriation in all the appropriation bills. The 
maintenance, care, and custody of the new Library building up to 
this time has been paid for out of the appropriations made for the 
construction of that building, and it has never been disputed by 
the Comptroller in the adjustment of the accounts. 

What do we do? We give everything that has been asked for 
by Mr. Green, who has charge of the building, finishing the con- 
struction and completing it for occupation; we give every man 
and every dollar asked for by Mr. Spofford. The matter has 
been gone over by the Joint Committee on the Library, and the 
recommend every subordinate we ask for in our bill, the only dif. 
ference being that we have incorporated an increase of one mexsen- 
ger at the request of the Committee on the Library. Therefore, 
on this part of the bill there is no contention between us; we give 
all that is asked for. Next comes the purchase of books Zor tho 
Library, etc. The <~ difference between the substitute of the 
gentleman from New York and our bill here is that he proposes 
an increase from four thousand to eight thousand dollars for the 
purchase of books. We had that question before us on the day 
before yesterday. when the = from New Jersey [{Mr. 
PaRKER]} moved an increase of $25,000, and the committee deter- 
mined to let it remain as it stood in the bill, as recommended by 
the Committee on Appropriations. That has been the appropria- 
tion for several years past, so that in this particular we have made 
noc 

“Contingent expenses of the Library, $500.” That is what has 
been given for this purpose heretofore. ‘‘ Expenses of copyright, 

”" The gentleman's bill increases that to a thousand dollars. 
We thought that what had been heretofore given was ample. 

Thenext paragraph relates to the furniture for the Library read- 
ing rooms, etc. For that we give $50,000, and we give $6,000 for 
the removal of the books from the old building tothe new. Upon 
the examination of Mr. Green, we ascertained—what was simply 
a corroboration of the statement of General Casey a year ago—that 
the building would be ready for occupation in February of this 
year, or certainly by the ist of March. Mr. Green has stated that 
the building will be ready for the new Library on the Ist of March 
He further states that of the appropriations heretofore made for 
the new Library building there will be an unexpended balance 
of between fifty thousand and seventy thousand dollars: that is 
my recollection. - 

. RAY. Dol understand the gentleman to say that we are 
pee ey $6,000 to carry the books over from this building 
to new Library? 
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Mr. BINGHAM. Yes, sir; that is the best estimate we could 


: Mr. RAY. _I will take them over for $600. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. BINGHAM. Iamafraid the gentleman would have to give 
a bonus of some of the most valuable books. [Langhter. ] 

Mr. RAY. Not at all. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, I regret, Mr. Chairman, that the gen- 
tleman did not come before the committee when they were con- 
sidering that subject, because he might have obtained the contract. 

Mr. RAY. I will take it now. 

Mr. BINGHAM. On that point, I submit that we availed our- 
selves of what we considered the best judgment that could be ob- 
tained—namely, that of Mr. Spofford—and it was also the opinion 
of the Joint Committee on the Library that $6,000 would be re- 

uired. 
: Mr. QUIGG. I beg pardon. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Did you not say $8,000? 

Mr. QUIGG. No, sir; we made no such statement or recom- 
mendation. We did not go into that question. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, that is the amount we recommend, and 
if it is not found necessary to use it all the balance will be unex- 
pended. My recollection, however, is that the inquiry was put 
to the gentleman from New York, and that the Committee on the 
Library were willing to supervise the work, but said that when 
they got the power to do it they would simply send for Mr. 
Spofford or Mr. Green and have the books carted over. Perhaps 
the gentleman’s idea of ‘‘ carting ” over the books was like that of 
his colleague from New York [Mr. Ray], that it could be dene 
for a few hundred dollars. We recommend an: appropriation of 
$6,000 for that purpose, which will be expended aie the super- 
vision of the Librarian, and expended, as all other wee money 
is expended, subject te supervision in settlements by the Comp- 
troller. 

Mr. RAY. Isuppose that amount includes the cost of selecting 
the books and carrying them over? 

Mr. BINGHAM. It includes all that pertains to the transfer of 
the books from one building to the other. This money we do not 
appropriate in our bill, but we make it available from moneys 
already eee for the building. 

Mr. Q 
there? 

Mr. BINGHAM. With pleasure. 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman has indicated to the committee 
that his bill appropriates a certain sum of money for the removal 
of the collections and a certain sum of money for furnishing the 
Library. Now, who, under his bill, is authorized to remove the 
collection, and who to furnish the Library? 

Mr. BINGHAM, The Librarian of ys BEY who has always 
had within his jurisdiction the purchase of all furniture for the 
present Library, and who has also handled the books, and charged 
the expense to miscellaneous items. Who better than the Libra- 
rian (whoever he may »e) can make tha‘ selection of furniture 
and provide for the transfer of the books? 

Mr. pe Why, an engineer, of course. 

— INGHAM. An engineer would not know anything 
abont it. 


Mr. QUiIGG. There is a very large and serious problem of 
engineering involved in the transfer of those books. 

Mr. BINGHAM. But the gentleman’s amendment gives that 
power to the Joint Committee on the Library. 

Mr. QUIGG. ‘ The gentleman's amendment” gives it to some- 
body, and your bill gives it to nobody. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Oar bill “_s it to a man to whom properly 
belongs the supervision of such matters; we give it to the Libra- 
rian, who is himself to take charve of that line of work. 

Mr. QUIGG. Notin your biil. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Wegive it tothe Librarian; that isthe whole 


pee of the provision. 

r. QUIGG. Under your bill, he will commit a felony if he 
tales one of those books out of the Library. 

: = BINGHAM. Well, I think we will stand the risk of the 
elony. ‘ 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have shown how closely we have adhered 
to the law of 1802—how we have not infringed and impinged upon 
the statute conferring power upon the Joint Committee on the 
Library. We have only in our bill changed the qualifications 
necessary for a subordinate force to be employed by the Librarian 
of Con _—— examination and subject to certain rules. We 
have also e available for the transfer of books and for the 
furniture certain moneys heretofore appropriated for the construc- 
tion of the building and notexpended. That isour bill. Wehave 
observed Mr. Spofford’s recommendations; we have observed Mr. 
Green’s recommendations; we have observed the recommendations 
of the Joint Committee on the Library, except in the new legisla- 
tion which gentiemen desire to have passed by this House in order 
that the Joint Committee on the Library shall not only have charge 
of the Library, but shall control it in every particular. 


GG. Will the gentleman allow me a question right 


I will now take up the provisions of the gentleman’s substitute, 
It proposes (and this is sie legislation) : 


7, 


the Renate. a’ ta of the Li , who ~— 
annual compensation of $7.500, and who shall have charge of Of 
from time to time. he director of the Libeary chall give teak, on to 


the United States, in the sum of $50,000. 


So far as the bond is concerned, the House has already deter- 
mined, by the adoption of the amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. DocKERyY], that bond shall be given in the sum of 
$50,000 in lieu of the bond now given. The gentleman's proposi- 
tions in the first p ph of his amendment change existing law 
as it has been on the statute books since 1802 and as it has been 
observed by the various Administrations which have been in 
power. From 1815 up to the present time there have been (in- 


cluding Mr. Spofford’s commission, which in 1864) four 
Librarians of Congress. President Cleveland, his first Admin- 
istration, continued Mr. Spofford; President Cle in the 


resent Administration, has continued Mr. Spofford. may 
be the Librarian in the future I donot know. The new Adminis- 
—. —— a in on ~ 4th ~ ae a ae that time 
until this legislation goes into e t ve ample opportu- 
nity for the consideration of everything that re be necessary to 
the reaching of a clear, reese and wise conclusion as to who 
= be the Librarian of Congress under these new provisions 
of law. 

In this connection, let me read from the gentleman’s testimony 
before the committee. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. BINGHAM. With pleasure. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I see that in the bill of the committee, and I 
believe in the amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
vision is made for a Librarian at $6.0 ayear. What is the Sl 
of the Librarian at present? 

Mr. BINGHAM. It has been $4,000 since 1870. 

Mr. McMILLIN. That was my recollection; so that this is an 
increase of $2,000. Now, in view of the fact that this is an office 
in which the incumbent is generally continued for a very long 
term, and the duties of which are to be discharged in but one 
place, . ask my friend whether he does not think $4,000 an ample 


ry 

Mr. BINGHAM. The Committee on A 
that ground very thoroughly. Welis t ce as 
well as great instruction to the representatives of the t Com- 
mitteon the Library with reference tocertain 


ye ee of cr nae oe ceaponanin country aed 
erence to the great o ions a ties im 
upon such an officer as the Li of Congress, in view of which 
those leading librarians asked that the salary be fixed at $7,500. 
But your committee thought that such a tion might meet 
with opposition. We concluded that $6, 
tion for a trained, experienced, and scientific man to administer 
this great work. The bill was brought into the committee from 
the subcommittee with $6,000 recommended as the salary; we 
have brought the bill into the House from the general committee 
with that recommendation, believing that $6,000 will be a fair 
compensation. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman allow me 
remark? The members of Congress, who are 
ary at $6,000, receive for their service during a 
$5,000 a year. In addition to that, a majority of all ee 
of the various States receive less than $5,000 a year. judges 
of many of the courts, both State judges and, as I remember, most 
of the Federal judges, receive less than $6,000. I there- 
fore, very candidly, that I am wholly unable to see why there 
should be given to the Librarian of Congress b: salary 
higher than $5,000. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, the gentleman of course knows all of 
his yetviligas, so saat when wo nese SEE eee 
he will be at liberty to exercise them. I have why we 
it, and largely on the basis of the argument of the gentleman from 
New York himself. 

Mr. Quiee, in speaking of Mr. Spofford, submitted— ; 

That he had shown by his conduct of he Eeewnvaes think the fact 


Re ie itaes te bee te Deen Caen eek eT 
cuter dealt with it more satiotactorily than $e 

— omnniin oS fault e+ Librarian, 
ut is Jjargely due to the limited quarters upyn 
him of the bi work, increased, as it was increased, by the 


ight law. He was helpless. : 
e recognized that fact as one argument in connection 


Ra 
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the necessity for enlarging the compensation of the Librarian. 
And again he states: 


That the libraries of the world of to-day are conducted on a very different 
pr or basisfrom this one. LOG) 200 They are 
men ee serineen of cenaaetes It isa course 

k. A man familiar with library business, engaged in the 
x Gneipat school there a class ession. He was president of a 
college that ; he is now in Columbia 

College, and it has become a distinct profession in itself. 


In meongelaens the valuable statements of the —— from 
New York, who had made an examination of the leading libraries 
of the country and the libraries of the world, we thought 
that $4,000 was too a salary for the incumbent of this great 
office and that $7,500 would perhaps be in excess, and we com- 
promised on what we tho ht a reasonable sum, $6,000. 

The President **shall solely appoint” is the language of the 
law. Since 1802 this statute has been on the books, that the 
President shall int solely, without confirmation by the Sen- 
ate, a Librarian of Congress. I have told you the limit of that 
act when it was placed upon the statute books and what its admin- 
istration has been. We leave the law just as it is in that regard. 
The gentleman from New York proposes, however, that when the 
next Administration comes in the President “shall appoint;” that 
he shall not only appoint, but immediately, and he takes the 

wer of selection “solely” from him and makes it subject to con- 

ion by the Senate—a four years’ tenure. 

Mr. QUIGG. I beg the gentleman's pardon. There is nothing 
in my amendment which provides a term of that sort. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly, not directly; but I submit to the 
gentleman that when such questions come before the Senate for 
confirmation, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
they are treated as a four-year tenure. 

Mr. QUIGG. They are not, unless the statute so a. I 
would suggest to the —— that special care—that, in fact, 
too much care can not be exercised in the selection of a Librarian. 

Mr. BINGHAM, Iagree with the gentleman most heartily. 

Mr. QUIGG. And I want to remind him that by my substi- 
tute the conduct of the Library is imposed upon a joint commit- 
tee of Co: The Poa committee then would be in control, 
substantially, brary. We hold that, the control be 
retained in Congress, no harm would result, but very great 
might result, from an appointment in the usual way 
qualifications of the Librarian would be thoroughly discussed. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have clearly answered the gentleman with 
references to that point. I have referred to the effect of the law, 
and the appointments under existing statutes which have been 
in existence for many years. I may say to him by way of repeti- 
tion that during all of these years there have been but four ap- 
pointments e. 


But the tleman suggests now that the Library Committee 
have c of the Library in the bill. I am coming to the very 
next line in his bijl. I have already passed the paragraph in rela- 


tion to the direct ‘control of the Library by the simple statement 
that we continue the law, that we do not change it, and say to the 
incoming Administration you shall do so and so, and by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. We leave that just as it is. 
I come right at once to the geen) looser, that this 
director of the Library shall have t does the gentle- 
man mean by the direction being in Joint Committee on the 
Library? director shall have charge of the Library— 
te net euch elqpand reguintions as may be lawfully established from time 


Of course he is governed 
by the regulations in the statutes which we now allow to exist; 
butthe gentleman, further on in the bill, instead of leaving the 
Librarian, or director, as he calls him, ‘in charge,” continues the 
wer ‘‘ under such rules and regulations as may be lawfully es- 
tablished See ee nee a a om 
move subordinates, takes from him every right; a little 
further on, I will show you that when they come to remove the 


by the law of Congress. Heis governed 


Library, the Library Committee want to the es in the 
Library where history shall be, where biology shall be, where the 
sciences shall be, where fiction shall be. They take absolute 


control. 

Therefore, I say to the gentleman that in this bill and its sub- 
sequent he has taken from the director of the Library 
every possible control of the Syary youcees gaveneeat pf 
the great volume of music and prints and books. He takes from 
aay power that he possesses and vests it in the Committee 


The Librarian shall give bond. We have covered that. 
Now he abolishes the Librarian and makes him a director in 


The Joint Committee on the Library— 
Here the gentleman comes in for power— 


The Joint Committee on the is here 
gress toussume the charge and custody of the new building tor the Library 


j 





The committee takes charge of the building absolutely— 
To make rules and regulations for its occupancy and use. 


We give him “ regulations” under the old law which we allow 
tostand. The gentleman adds to it ‘rules "— 


Pm «2 the accommodation and display in the saic: new building of the Library 


Again popeating myself, they take all control from the director 
of the Library—this gentleman who, as it appears from the testi- 
mony before the Committee on Appropriations, “is a trained, 
experienced man,” which Ss. this being a technical line of 
work for which he is trained. It is proposed to take that capable 
man, at $6,000 a year, and tell him by an act of Congress “there 
is nothing you can do, but the Joint Committee on the Library can 
do it.” Isay to the gentleman, we could get a man perhaps to 
carry out the gentleman’s provisions at almost the reasonable sum 
that the gentleman from New York [Mr. Ray] mentioned in con- 
nection with the removal of the Library—$100. 

Mr. RAY. I said $600. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The Joint Committee on the Library propose 


to take absolute control. Now, what do they do next? They say 
to Mr. Bernard R. Green: 

And upon satisfactory proof that thé duties heretofore conferred by law 
upon Be R. Green in relation to the construction and completion of the 
said new building have been fully performed, the Joint Committee on the 
Library is autho to discharge the said Bernard R. Green of all duties 


and responsibilities in connection with the said building. 


They start right away on the removals. But let us see whether 
that is n . I make the statement to this committee that 
every public building constructed by the Government, supervised 
and controlled in construction by its officers, has need of no trans- 
fer whatever. Why, although the city post-office in Washington 
is not yet completed, its occupancy has already been apportioned 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. Green is not a contractor 
to deliver anything to us. He is an officer of the Government, 
empowered by Congress to do a certain act. So was his predeces- 
sor empowered to do such an act. He has officially informed us 
that the Lib will be ready in March, or at the end of February. 
We take official cognizance of that. We put in our bill an appro- 
— of $6,000 for the removal of the old Library, and $50,000 

or furniture, and Mr. Spofford, or whoever may be in charge, 
will commencé to move just as soon as this is available. 

Why, the State, War, and Navy building, almost as large as 
the Library building, was never formally transferred. Permit 
me to state, in connection with Mr. Green, the committee pro- 

to summarily dispose of him. Mr. Green is disposed of by 
ow: and of necessity. He turns the building over, and his work 
is completed. 

General Casey built the State, War,and Navy Department 
building. General Casey builtthe Washington Monument. Gen- 
eral Casey had the construction of this great building from its 
inception. He died one year ago. There was never any formal 
transfer of any one of these great Government structures. This 
building is in ion of the Government to-day as fully as if it 
had been formally transferred. Mr. Green was with General Casey 
for thirty years, was his leading man in the construction of the 
State, War, and Navy building, his leading subordinate with 
reference to the Washington Monument, and his leading, valuable 
subordinate in the construction of the Library of Congress. 
To-day, by special act of Congress, he is continued as General 
We need no transfer. 


Casey’s successor. 

This bill a sregeanes for the removal of the books, and we have 
it officially that the Library will be ready by the end of February. 
Why do you want Mr. Green to notify the joint committee of 
Congress, and the joint committee of Congress to notify the Presi- 
dent, that the building is ready, and that he shall appoint a Libra 
rian, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and that 
the joint committee shall immediately turn out Mr. Green by act 
of Congress? It is not necessary. 

We shall have possession of that Library in February. The 
books will be removed, and we provide for their removal; but the 
joint committee want to do that. They want to handle that 
36,000 which is to be expended for the removal that the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Ray] says can be made for a few hun- 
dred dollars. 

Mr. RAY. I did not say one hundred; I said six hundred. 

. Mr. BINGHAM. The Committee on the Library want to buy 
the furniture. That is wholly unnecessary. 

Now I come to the next point: 


That any balance— 
We concede a balance of between $50,000 and $70,000— 
That any balance now existing of the appropriations heretofore made for 


the construction and completion of the said building is hevebe neaeeas 
available not only for that purpose, but also to furnish and equip the sai 








ow ont a 
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building for its use as the Library of Congress, and also for the removal of 
the Library collections from the Capitol building to the said new building— 

We reach now what, vulgarly speaking, may be called the milk 
in - cocoanut. They tell you how this appropriation shall be 
used— 
and the Joint Committee on the Library is hereby directed, through such 
agencies as it may select, to effect the removal of the said Library collections 
and their arrangement in the new building, and to purchase the necessar 
furniture for the furnishing and equipment of the said new building: and all 
expenses incurred in carrying out the provisions of this paragraph shall be 
naid by the Secretary of the Treasury, under such rules and regulations as 

e may prescribe 

The Joint Committee on the Library are going to be purchasing 
agents, and purchase the necessary furniture for the furnishing 
and equipping of the new building. They want to move the 
Library. They want to determine where each division and char- 
acter and line of work shall go in the building. Then they want 
to buy the new furniture through such agencies as they may 
select. And in the matter of the appointment and removal of 
enrployees they want absolute charge. 

I desire to know where this director of the Library is to come 
in: this gentleman whom they recommended to the committee at 
$7,506, but for whom they now accept $6,000 as a fair compensa- 
tion. I wish to know what he is coarse: charge of when he goes 
into the new building, 

Mr. RAY. I suppose he is ¢o look on, and smile, and approve. 

I want to ask the gentleman, right there, who is to purchase the 
furnitnre? 

Mr. BINGHAM, The Librarian has always purchased all the 
furniture for the Library. He will purchase it here, and his 
accounts will go through the accounting officers for verification, 

Mr. RAY. That leaves it simply to the discretion of the Libra- 
rian. 

Mr. BINGHAM. He enters into a bond of $50,000. It is nota 
great responsibility. It consists in the purchase of desks. chairs, 
and racks. It is not the draperies and things beautiful that you 
see in your house. It is practically the furniture for the Library, 
and it is more wisely left to him than it would be to leave it tothe 
gentleman himself or to myself, however much we might think 
ourselves capable of buying such goods. 

Mr. RAY. I fully agree with the gentleman on that. I simply 
desired to know whe has the control of that. 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania a question. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania 

ield? 

Mr. BINGHAM. With pleasure. 

Mr. BENNETT. Do I understand the gentleman from Penn- 
syivania to say that General Casey was entitled to any credit for 
the architectural features of the new Library? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I did not say a word about 
the architecture. General Casey had plans and specifications. 

Mr. BENNETT. The plans and specifications were prepared 
by Mr. Smithmeyer. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Iam not taking from or detracting from what ; 
any trained or disciplined architect did. I am merely speaking 
of the great responsibility that the Government had placed on 
General Casey. Of the State, War, and Navy building the archi- 
tect was Mr. Mullett, the designer of the Washington Monument 
I do not remember, and Mr. Smithmeyer was the architect of the 
Library. Tht is all on record. 

Now you come to this plan of the committee: 

That the Librarian shall have power to establish rules and regulations for 
the conduct and use of the Library of Congress and to employ and panes 
all persons, with the exception of the director of the Library, for whose 
compensation as employees of the Library provision is made in any act of 
Congress. 

Gentlemen, that is evidently the whole purpose of this added 
legislation. There has been no criticisin as to the administration 
of the Library of this subordinate force that I have heard of, save 
that which I heard of a few days that this subordinate force 
was the result of the pressure of a few men on the Librarian, and 
that he had yielded to that pressure; and they even went so far as 
te say that my friend from Mlinois fee Cannon], chairman. of 
the Committee on Appropriations, some 14 or 18 of these 
appointments. When we come to consider—— 

r. RAY. Well, I presume that accounts for the bad condition 
of the ed ae disorderly condition. 

Mr. BINGHAM. When we come to consider that up to 1890 
there wore but 30 of this subordinate force, there conld not have 
been very much pressure so far as change was concerned. The 
force now numbers 42 or 48; that comprises additions that have 
been made by Congress since 1890. ho have received those 

pointments I do not know, and I do not care; but I do know that 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations has had nosuch 
= if any number at all, to justify that remark around the 

pite 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman will allow me, 

Mr. BINGHAM. With pleasure. 
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Mr.CANNON. As longas the gentleman has mentioned it and 
it has floated around, I ~~ I may do what I did not intend 
otherwise to have done do not cig ce body on that force 
except two. One is the Librarian, Mr ‘ord, and I am not 
acquainted with any others except one, “who is an individual ;aP- 
—s my recommendation. SofarasI have any 

never recommended anybody except this man who was pointed 
upon my recommendation, bat even that not until I had the bless- 
ing and recommendation of the House chairman of ‘aeOcaunite, 
on the Library, the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Harmer), 
whom I thanked at the tiene ond now Same That is all there is 
of that. The fourteen seems to fade to one, and I am under many 
obligations to the gentleman from Pennsylvania {Mr. Harmer], 
because it was a very worthy appointment to be made, 

Mr. HARMER. That is correct. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Now, let me say, as the gentleman has con- 
cluded that point of my argument, we propose to increase this 
force to 187 subordinates. That includes the subordinates to the 
Library, subordinates under the copyright law, and the subordi- 
nates for the care, custody, and maintenance of the 
building. The force is now 43. We increase the force to 187— 
144 new appointments. The — in my earlier remarks, 
asked me to refer to any act 0 wherein power had been 
given the Librarian to appoint. I make this first preliminary 
statement: There never has been since 1815 an appointment made 
on the force of the Library of Congress that has not been made by 
the Librarian, and very often by the direction of Congress that 
the Librarian shall e the appointment. The act of 1867 says: 


‘ To enable the Librarian of Congress to employ two additional assistants 

In 1871, in relation to es and fixing the salaries of the 
employees in the Library, then fourteen in number besides the 
Librarian, the act gave him full power to adjust and fix the salaries 
of his subordinates. 


To enable the Librarian of toe two assistants in connecti 
with the work Sy the at on aeration = e 


T 
mod Libravlan of Congress to employ enough clerical forco to 


betical index. 
For ete the alpha mal assistants, at to be inthe 
#79. That the Librarian of on sos bo authorized to employ three assis! 


of the “copyright law additional labor was 


‘ by appropriated the sum of for 
the the employment of additional clerical force, under the direction of Libra- 


ne en a em loyment of eight clerks, at $900 each, under the mee ee 
the ongress, ree for the execution of the copyright 
Sobreny] 26.1 120 


Our own act— 
to enable the Librarian—— 


The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania has expired. 

cus sousent had the qeudieunns tboesWaamphennin termes 0! 
mous consent that the gen vania in 0 
the bill be permitted to continue his remarks without limit. 

There was no ss to-cejetiinn, and it was so 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, there are several other acts 
that I might cite, but I have looked back only as far as 1874. In 
fact, however, all the acts of Congress since then, and certainly 
all the acts before then, have contained similar Visions, al- 
though the force was then quite limited, being 20 in 1890 and 43 
now,in 1896-97. E one of those acts, I say, gives the Libra- 
rian the power, either directly or by implication, and under those 
acts he appointed mab the subordinates subordinates, and I have 
never heard any criticism upon 

Mr. MoCREARY of Renmacky 
as I understand him, that Sontenans Fame tro 
at present is 43, and in ee immanent recommends 
that the number be 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes, sir; an increase of 144. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. 1 desire to ask eiieniabenn 
ee eee has looked carefully into the necessity for 


such a watg rye 
GHAM. Probably the gentleman wasnot present when 
I con over that matter very thoroughly. bine eres took 
morte wary dak sige as SS ee connection 
Library and the — out of the t law, and it 
took also the judgment of Mr. Green in custody of 
a ae, He hae been with the we 
n and is very competen 7 uestion. su 
ject has been gone into very cart by the Joint 
Committee on the Library, who hone had the of the lead- 
ing librarians of the country who have examined the new waning. 
Sores, Wek Be Ruse tat silninte ofthe Treasury Department 2 nent, 28 
orce, but we follow the es 
recommended by Mc. Peepers and Mr. Green, and nine addi- 
oot a heuer, ‘he 
> 
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idea being that they, with the other increased force, will y 
pag ee nt ry ames perma pe e have 
gone into the question as thoroughly as we could, and the joint 


committee have gone into it as thoroughly as they could, and upon 
this point there is no controversy between the two committees. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentuc Mr. Chairman, I asked the 
question only for information and not to indicate any antagonism 
on my part tothe committee's proposition, On thecontrary, lam 
with them in their ition, but I wanted to bring out some 
information on that t. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Now, Mr. Chairman, the Committee on the 
Library ask to employ and remove all persons, The House heard 
the gentleman from ari [Mr. Dockery] in the close of the 


debate on Friday last, when he stated that under the bill of the 
joint committee, from the assistant librarian, at $4,000 a year, 
running on through this force of 187 subordinates down to the char- 
women, the “director,” as the committee would have him in 
their bill, the Librarian, as we call him, could not remove a single 
one of the subordinates. Understand, that ‘‘ director” or Libra- 
rian is to be the trained, experienced, college-bred man that the 
ntleman from New York speaks of, yet ntleman, by his 
ill, will not allow him to remove any one of assistants from 
the humblest to the highest. What kind of administration will 
you have under such a proposition? What kind can you have 
when the allegiance of the subordinate is due to the gentleman 
from New York or to the gentleman from Pennsylvania rather 
than to his immediate superior? I say to you that such a plan 
would be destructive of the discipline of any ization what- 
ever, from the administration of the Library of Congress to (as 
the gentleman from Missouri said) even that of a peanut stand. 
In that connection, I want to ask to whom does the gentleman 
from New York want to give this authority? Thé gentleman 
does not a S control to his own directar. Let us 
examine the istory of this House with reference to the incum- 
bency of the wise men to whom the gentleman proposes to give 
the control of the appointment and removal of the subordinate 
force. I go back to Forty-seventh Congress and i g 
Congresses up to the t one, and what do I find? I fin 


that Mr. M , of New York, served on the Library Committee 
for one Congress; Governor Lindsay for one Congress; Mr. 
Geddes for one ; Governor Si for two Congresses; 


Mr. Woodward for one Congress; Mr. Nuttin ; 
Mr. Stahlnecker for two Congresses; Mr. O'Neill of Pennsylva- 
nia—a rare man, i by the House as such, a dearly 
beloved friend of mine—the House and the Speakers eee: 
ated his services so highly that they kept him on the Library 
Committee during four C —the only man, according tothe 
records, who has been in that position for se many Con * 
Mr. Davidson served for two Congresses; Mr. Sanford = one; 
Mr.-Commines for two. In time the gentleman from New York 
Mr. Cummines] will have served as my friend O'Neill did, 
or four Mr. O’Ferrall served for one Congress; 
Mr. Compton for one; Mr. Bartietr for one; Mr. RoBERT 
Apams, Jr., for one; Mr. Harmer for one, and Mr. Quiee for 
one. I will say nothing as to the future of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Quiaa}. ‘ 
That record illustrates the changing character of the committee 
to whom the gentleman to commit the absolute control 
of this Library. Now, let me refer a moment to the hearing of the 
— from New York [Mr. Quica] before the Committee on 
ppropriations. I asked him this question: 

Rehan 5 eyed ted, I ask this question: How are the subor- 

dinate forces of the other eet libraries selected? is 

Here is his answer: 

in Boston employs its force through a board of regents law- 


The library 
fully, but by the librarian. So rein Bhoores 08 Albom 1 
its Les Sete civil —— es “e aes All the other 
trol, or by acavian’ ves, 2 ot 


themsel 
Then I asked: 
The beards of regents, however, in these several libraries are largely con- 


for one Congress; 


Answer: 


The 
tana, ot SSR CP ow tore Sede bony. 7M" boned ot reeentn, or 


The Library Committee of with the record of mem- 
bership such as I have read, has a life of two years. 
Then I asked this further question: 
eer wore Kaeser nd prea ES Slaten ya ise 


To that question the gentleman from New York answers: 
I suppose that is so. 


GG. Of course, the gentleman’s remarks should be 
the light of the amendment that I have proposed, 


which is to the effect that, the force of the Library having been 
constituted, it shall remain practically a permanent force, or per- 
manent durin behavior. 

Mr. BING . Is that in the gentieman’s bill? 

Mr. eg Certainly. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is the amendment the gentleman pro- 
poses to offer? 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, we will diseuss that when we come to 
it. Iam discussing the gentleman’s substitute as he presented it. 

Mr. QUIGG. Lam meeting the gentleman’s objection with an 
amendment which will perfect my substitute in that respect, and 
which of course the gentleman must be in favor of. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That I will consider when we reszh it. 

Now, gentlemen, the House is rather careful as to how it pro- 
poses to distribute patronage. Iam not going to refer invidiously 
or unkindly to the gentleman from New York or the other gentle- 
men of the joint committee, who under a resolution of the House 
have made an investigation as tothe Library. Throughout the 
gentleman’s testimony—and I repeat I do not wish to be under- 
stood invidiously—we find him telling us what this committee is 
going todo. I have shown by referring to the record of the com- 
mittee the transitory tenure of the power which is exercised by 
members of that committee. The gentleman is now in his first 
Congress as a member of the committee. What may be the future 
the gentleman knows nothing of. What may be the administra- 
tion of the Joint Committee on the Library if his substitute should 
be enacted into law he knows nothing of. He can speak only for 
himself, and for himself as a member of that committee only up 
to the 4th of March. And while I would with great pleasure see 
large power intrusted to the gentleman, because I recognize his 
ability and his wisdom, yet the House has always been somewhat 
critical as to where it shall place the disposition of its patronage, 

In this Congress the House selected my old colleague from Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. McDowell, as Clerk of the House; the gentleman 
from New York and his friends were able to select as Doorkeeper 
Mr. Glenn. Those two gentlemen control the great subordinate 
force of this House, subject, of course, to recommendations by 
members. But when you come to the next Congress, the Commit- 
tee on the Lib , whoever may be Speaker—and I trust it will be 
the distinguished gentleman who now presides over this House— 
will be appointed with reference to the fact that Mr. McDowell, 
of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Glenn, of New York (who, I presume, 
will be continued in their positions), are, respectively, the Clerk 
and the Doorkeeper of the House. The present Committee on the 
Library on the part.of the House embraces, as members are aware, 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. QuieG}, the other gentleman 
from New York {Mr. CuMMINGS], and the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. HarMER]; but in the next Congress the House and 

Speaker might meet with some eriticism or suggestion as to 
the wisdom of continuing all those gentlemen as members of the 
Committee on the Library, and we may have one more illustra- 
tion, in addition to those 1 have already read, as to the changing 
personnel of the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. RAY. Dol understand the gentleman to intimate that in 
the Fifty-fifth Congress this House is to turn ont Mr. McDowell 
and Mr. Glenn? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Oh, no. I rather intimated by my proposi- 
tion the probability of those gentlemen being continued. 

Mr. IGG. Do I understand the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania that his objection to this bill arises from the fact that the 
members of the Committee on the Library come from New York, 
instead of from Pennsylvania? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Notat all. I admitted how far I would be 
willing to intrust this work to the gentleman. 

Mr. QUIGG. Is that the motive cf the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania and his colleagues? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Notatall. AsIhavesaid,I have stated how 
far I would intrust the matter to the joint committee. 

Mr. QUIGG. I was very sure that it was not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly not. 

Now I come to the other paragraph in the bill proposed by the 
gentleman from New York. He provides further that— 


The Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Fifty-fourth Congress 


shal:, before the expiration of his term of service, appoint from among the 
Representatives-elect to the Fifty-fifth Congress a temporary Committee on 
the Library of three members, which said Committee on the Library shall 
have the same powers and perform the same dutl»s in relation to the Library 
of Congress as are authorized by law and the rules of the House of Repre- 
sentatives; and which said temporary Committee on the Library shall begin 
to exercise its powers immediately upon the termination of this Congress, 
and shall continue to exercise and Soaee such duties until after the meet- 
ing and tion of the House of Representatives ot the Fifty-tifth Con- 
_— until the appointment of the regular Committee on the Library. 

nd hereafter the Speaker of each subsequent House of Representatives 


shall, before the termination of the last session of each Congress, appoint, 
from the Representatives-elect, a temporary Committee on the Library, 
with similar powers and for the same purposes. 


I submit to the gentleman that perhaps that section, section 5 
of his substitute, had been drafted and made a part of it by the 
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mtleman from the general testimony and the questions put to 

im before the Subcommittee on Appropriations in the hearings. 
But we are confronted with the fact that this proposition, while 
of course it stands on no law and asks to be permitted to stand on 
law, is an incursion upon the history of Congress since its com- 
mencement. There has been but one act or resolution in this 
Congress of a similar action. I refer to the provision made under 
what is known as the Dockery law, with reference to the auditing 
of the accounts in the Departments in the first session of this Con- 
gress, where permission was given to the Committee on Accounts 
to exercise the power of approval in connection with the auditing 
of accounts of the officers of the House. That referred to the 
contingent fund, The committee, of course, could not be empow- 
ered to act in that manner except by authority of Congress. 

Thecommittee died with theCongress. Theoperationsofthelaw 
were to go into immediate effect, and Congress determined to give 
to this committee an independent power of approval with refer- 
ence to these accounts; and for that reason enacted the provision 
of law to which I have just referred. It provided, using the 
language of the law itself, ‘ that the Committee on Accounts may 
pass judgment upon the legality and propriety of expenditures 
from the contingent fund of the House by its Clerk” in the absence 
of such certificates of payment of such contingent expenses, such 
as washing towels, etc., between the two Congresses. But that is 
the only case in the history of Congress where such a committee 
has been appointed ad interim and assigned to such duties. 

Now, gentlemen, I have stated fully all that I have desired with 
reference to the pending measure. The bill we bring you equips 
the Library, gives it the subordinate force asked for by the Joint 
Committee on the Library, as submitted in the Book of Estimates, 
as well as by Mr. Spofford and Mr. Green, for the new Library of 
Congress. We give all that is required for the purpose contem- 
plated. We give you no new legislation save that which makes 
the qualification of the subordinates in the new Library dependent 
upon their fitness according to the rules of the Librarian. We 
give you a clear, clean bill, protected by every legal method, ask- 
ing nothing excepting what the law provides.. We change no law 
from 1802, covering the appointing power in connection with the 
Library. We take from the Committee on the Library no respon- 
sibilities as to rf Aaa or the regulation of the Library. We 
take the law which has been well carried out since 1802, and ask 
the House to stand by the bill submitted by the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

r. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, as the minority member on 
the Joint Committee on the Library, I submit a few observations 
to the House without prejudice to either the subcommittee on 
Appropriations or to the Joint Committee on the Library. 

A the last Congress a joint resolution came from the Senate 
asking the 5 om of a special committee to investigate the 
Congressional Library, and to propose some plan for the removal 
of the books, and for the government of the new Library building. 
This, was amended so as to provide that the Joint Committee on 
the Library should sit as such —_— committee during the recess, 
ascertain the condition of the Con ional Library, and propose 
some vlan for the removal of the ks and for the work in the 
new Library building. 

As a member of the committee, I was here one month before the 
opening of this session. This committee held its sessions and lis- 
tened to all that Mr. Spofford, the Librarian, had tosay. It sum- 
moned before it the most expert librarians of this country, listened 
to their statements, and asked their advice. Before the investiga- 
tion wes ended we found that a subcommittee on Appropriations 
was at work on the same line, without regard to the action of the 
House or of the joint committee. 

The Committee on oa a did some surprising work. 
It brought before this House a legislative, executive, and judicial 
appropriation bill a week ahead of the holidays, something un- 
precedented, I believe, in the history of this country. Before the 
testimony taken by the joint committee was all in, this Commit- 
tee on Appropriations was prodding the joint committee to hurry 
up — its investigation, ‘‘or we will make our report and leave 
you out.” 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman allow me to make a 
statement? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I will. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I yielded to every gentleman who asked me 


to during my remarks. 
Mr. CO MMIN GS. I did not interrupt you. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I merely desire to state to the gentleman that 
it has been the custom of the Committee on Ap ropriations to 
bring in the District appropriation bill before the helidere. The 
chairman of the committee communicated to me that the gentle- 
men in connection with the District once riation bill—— 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Well, now, Mr. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I want to give the reason why they did not 
want to ar oe bill in. 

Mr. CUM GS. The fact that they did not is enough. 
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Mr. BINGHAM. Then the gentleman does not want to now 
the reason why we did not the bill in. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Iam not g action. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I think the 

Mr. CUMMINGS. The fact itself is —.. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman stated we brought it in 
before his committee er 

Mr. CUMMINGS, is correct. I — ee it in 
before the testimony taken before the Join’ ittee on the 
Seles s a Livesey went pan ti ams temee 

on the any a 
No report has been made to this day. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I know that ae joint committee can run on 
SE eT ne ee ee ee 
the suppl bills of the Government, 

Mr. INGS. ©, were acting at the instance of the 
House, and the Committee on Appropriations practically took 
OS ene t of action. 

Mr. BING - You were to report to the House, but you 
have not made your rt. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. e have not had an opportunity. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The — representing you came in 
with your De are — on. 

Mr. CU GS. hy did you come in with your legisla- 
tion here, ahead of our report, and without wai or the print- 
ing of the testimony taken by the joint committee 

r. BINGHAM. If the gentleman will allow me to explain, I 
“= aut ben = — a vacagarse oe 
r. MINGS. Not if you — not interrupt you, 
y made i 


although you probably unwitting misstatement after mis- 
statement. 


Mr. BINGHAM. What about? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. No matter. It makes little difference. I 
do not desire to be interrupted, and Ido not mean to make any 
misstatements. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Very well; I shall not interrupt the gentle- 
man. I refrain, however, through pure courtesy. , 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman declines to be interrupted. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Now, Mr. Chairman, what is the meaning 
of this action of the Committee on we be re! Why is it 
that this bill is brought in here before holidays? Why was 
not the District of Columbia appropriation bill putin here? Why 
was not the aw civil bill put in? 

Mr. BIN . Why does not the gentleman allow me to 
state the reason? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Why is it that the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill was brought in here before the holidays? 

y is it that the Committee on ne cig yong at anxious to 
run = Library in the same way t has been 

I noticed that when the gentleman from New York egrsee) 
was making his masterly argument the other day on of the 
bill reported from the joint committee, all the members of what 
you gentlemen on the other side call the “ hog. combine” were on 
their feet, deviling him and a _ hter. 
The combine was there in full f . e big chi that i 
the proposition of the joint committee was passed by the House 
way, | eat on the Committee on the Library immedi- 

y. r. 

Now, guniietaon. I did not vote in committee to sustain the sub- 
stitute which the gentleman from New York . QuIGG] has 
proposed here. That substitute wasnot his substitute; it was the 
“ee = the oe nk aaa ieee 

e gentleman [Mr. QuIGG] and m es 
different aa on. It was a a these é 
ments shoul made by the Joint Committee on the Li 
upon the recommendation of the Librarian or 
comree, at 9 Democrat ae ee oe at 
this time. [Laughter.] Some other time, possibly, but not now. 
Politics cut no figure with me in the investigation. I love books. 
I read books. I can not go past.a secondhand bookstore without 
stopping to look at the books, and usually I buy one. 

yap on the committee was conscientious work and a work 
of love. I was personally interested in the condition of the Gov- 
ernment Li . The confusion there is eaten inde- 
scribable, but it is not the fault of the Librarian. No better man 
ever had of a library; but Mr. Spofford, like the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library, is subject to pressure that the Committee 
on Soe laces upon them. 

Mr. C ON. Now, I challenge the truth of that statement. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Read Mr. Spofford’s testimony and you will 
not chall RR 

Mr. C. ON. You read it, 

Mr. CUMMINGS. And you should have read it before you 
brought this bill into the House. 

Mr. CANNON. You read it. I challenge the truth of that, 
statement, and call upon you to read it. ' 











gentlemen, Mr. 


ation for a shelf catalogue. ¢ 
all he can . with scant appropriations. 

Now, I call the attention of my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
BincHaM] in charge of this to a matter vader discussion. 
His bill reads: 

department: For ft under the direction of the Libra- 
io ° ee. necessary ae execu of the copyright law, namely. 

Mr. Spofford told the joint committee that he had repeatedly 
asked to be relieved from the control of this copyright business. 
It interfered with his duties as Librarian. He the joint 
committee in ee up its bill to see to it that the Librarian 
was relieved from all copyright duties. You gentlemen of the 
Appropriations Committee examined him. He could not tell you 
anything different from a eae and a here 

ou have again burden wit copyrig 
: Now, more than that; Mr. Spofford—— 

Mr. que Will the gentleman allow me there? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Yes. 

Mr. QUIGG. That, as I understand it, constitutes the reason 
for the difference which was pointed out by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania in his own bill and our substitute. We had pro- 
vided a clerk whom we called a 

Mr. QUIGG, Our bill pi oe the sapreenanty 3 ight 

5 . e or copyrig 
ene pissllee Seeatiey Didi tke angpright-epmeniat, tn 
ime placing en —the co t t 
ray See and the custodian’s under a director as 
the i ive officer of all. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. That is right; and a proper i 
dew no ony gat tha coppriett dopectnent thir. SPORT 
ations no y pu s ord’s 
hands his t go further. 


. They give him 
charge of the the buil , of the police, of engi- 
neers, of the electricians, of the elevator conductors, and the me- 
chanics, and the charwomen, and hold him ble for their 
appointment. Great duties for the Librarian Congress! 

r. BINGHAM. Who do you give it to? 
Mr. CUMMINGS. We give it—I say “‘we,” I mean the com- 
mittee. I do not oaeent tion. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Ycu are 


Mr. CUMMINGS. No; lamnot. Lams; 

Mr. BINGHAM. You are the only one who 
tue evidence. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I have not access to the evidence. It is not 


printed. 

gue ee I know you have tosome. To whom do you 
ve i 
Mr. 


ing for myself. 


access to all 


Mr. BINGHAM. That is right. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Now, the Joint Committee on the Library 

with duties, as is the Librarian of Congress. 

Now, ae ee ee ae by the 
has taken 


their testimony, and has t not only days but nights in the 
and has formulated just exact 


asked it to do, I submit the question to the House whether it is |- 
right ler-agiiiien aemmndllae te tien® doe ahale Goleme tein 


not. 
re neeeen, sme, Saat hip OEE Wil nat tobe 
until the ist of July. His bill appropriates $7,000 to be 


HAM, yp  nedig at: cee war coger the trans- 
books new building; tleman . 
OCumuinas] is talking about the plan. me _ 
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Mr. QUIGG. The $6,000 will go a very little way. 

Mr. WiLLian A. STONE. r. Chairman, in this connection, 
I want to say that I understand New York has two members on 
the Joint Committee on the Library, while Pennsylvania has but 


one. hter. 
Mr. CoMunds. One point more, Mr. Chairman. The reason 


why I supported the proposition to have the appointments made 
by the joint committee on the recommendation of the director 

the Library was because of the testimony of Mr. Putnam, 
librarian of the Boston Library. That library is one of the most 
complete in the United States in its appointments, in its service, 
in its cataloguing, and Mr. Putnam is not only a good librarian, 
but a practical business man. Over that librarv there is a board 
of trustees. These trustees make the appointments upon the 
recommendation of the librarian. 

Now, in my judgment, a library as large as the Library of Con- 

couteaaly ought to have some head besides the Librarian and 
Committeeon Appropriations. If there is a more proper head, 
if there is a more suitable body, than the Joint Committee on the 
Library to act as board of trustees for that institution, I would 
like to see them. What is the Joint Committee on the Library? 
Why is it that the Committee on Appropriations, after absorbing 
at one time the duties of nearly every other committee in this 
House, now come forward with a proposition which practically 
makes that committee the Committee on the Library? For, if 
the Librarian makes the appointments, the Committee on Ap- 
ropriations make the appropriations, and don’t you forget it! 
ughter. | 

Mr. BINGHAM. They always do. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Of course they do, and to-day one Senator— 
a member of the Committee on Appropriations—has, it is said, 
seventeen appointments in the Library. 

Mr. BIN FAM. I sup he has been here thirty years. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. And my friend from Illinois [Mr. Cannon}, 
as he tells us, hasone. Iam gladofit. Thatis more than I have, 
although I have been on the Committee on the Library for six 
years. 

Mr. CANNON. It has been stated that I had fourteen, but I 
do not think the gentleman’s committee circulated that report. 
[Laughter. } 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I want to give notice that I shall offer asan 
amendment to the bill the proposition to have the employees ap- 
pointed by the Joint Committee on the Library, upon the recom- 
mendation of the director of the Library. If I fail in that, I 
shall move to strike out from line 3 down to line 7, leaving the 
ae aver (aside from the appropriations made in this 
a under the same supervision as it is to-day; for I believe that 

ay the Joint ttee on the Library have some supervision 
over it, and I do not believe that after the passage of this bill the 
oint committee will haveanything whatever todo with the Library. 

y proposition to make the joint committee a for the 
appointments upon the recommendation of the Librarian seems to 
me to be concise and practical, and I hope it may be carefully con- 
sidered. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I shall detain the committee 
but a very few moments, and I ask the attention of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. QuiaG]. I have read to-day the substitute 
which ay pees: Of course I am familiar with the legislative 
bill, and I make this statement, that so far asthe personnel of the 
force provided for in the legislative bill. and the personnel of 
the force a forin the gentleman’s substitute are concerned, 
they are the same. The point of divergence is this, that under 
the legislative bill the Librarian of Congress, to be appointed after 
the ist of July next—— 

Mr. QUIGG. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
like that in his bill. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, the increase of salary takes effect after 
the ist of July next-—— 

Mr. QUIG I know; but I hope the gentleman will be accu- 
rate. 6 is now undertaking to state what his bill contains, and 
I do not want him to state anything that it does not contain. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, well, the President has power to remove 
the Librarian at any time. 

Mr, QUIGG. At any time; and he has had for ninety years; 
and the present Librarian has been there for thirty years. 

Mr. CANNON. Precisely. Now, I say, Mr. Chairman, as to 
the personnel of the force in the new Library under the legislative 
bill, it is substantially the same as the personnel under the gen- 
tleman’s amendment. 

Mr. QUIGG. It is precisely the same, with the single distinc- 
tion that you propose to appoint an assistant to the Librarian, 
whom you intend to act as a copyright clerk, while we appoint @ 


register of copyrights. * 
. © ON. That is a difference of name. 
Mr. QUIGG. Precisely. We are not divided on the number 


of clerks or their compensation. 


There is nothing 





Mr. CANNON. Notatall. Now, the only difference is in the 
method of the appointment of the force. Under the legislative 
bill, which I hold in my hand, the law is left just as it is now, so 
that the President alone, without any confirmation by the Senate, 
appoints the Librarian. That is as it has always been. 

Mr. LACEY. Under the substitute of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Qu1Ga] the Joint Committee on the Library may 
remove these employees from time to time. 

Mr. QUIGG, Oh,no. Under theamendmentI have submitted 
to-day those employees are not to be removed except for cause 
and after investigation. 

Mr. CANNON. Very well. I will come to that point in a mo- 
ment. Under the gentleman’s substitute the Librarian of Con- 
gress is to be appointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consentof theSenate. Itis forthe House to determine whether 
in that respect the gentleman's substitute is better than the law 
as it now stands, under which the Librarian is appointed by the 
President solely—without reference to the advice and consent of 
the Senate. In my judgment, the best way is to let the law in 
that respect stand as it is. 

Under the scheme embraced in the legislative bill the officers 
appropriated for in this new Library are to be appointed by the 
Librarian of Congress, with due regard to their capacity for the 
work. Ibelievethatisright. Under thescheme of the gentleman 
from New York—or rather under the scheme reported by his com- 
mittee, because the gentleman disavows this as his own scheme, as 
does his colleague on the committee, the other gentleman from 
New York—under the report of the committee, as embodied in the 
substitute offered by the gentleman, all these employees, except the 
Librarian of Congress,-are to be appointed by the Joint Commit- 
tee on the Library, and that committee will have the sole power 
of removal. 

The gentleman says that he has modified his substitute so as to 

rovide that these officers shall not be ~emoved except ‘‘ for cause.” 

Yell, ‘‘cause” means anything that is displeasing to the party 
who has the oes wer, because as there is no appeal from 
the action of the appointing power, anything is “‘ cause” which in 
their discretion they may make ‘‘canse.” So that, after all, the gen- 
tleman’s amendment does not help the original proposition. 

Now, I believe the provisions embraced in this legislative bill on 
this subject are right. This Library is practically a great depart- 
ment, embracing not only the naticasl Labeer?. but covering the 
copyright business and the care of that great building. I believe 
that, as a general proposition, appointments must, under the Con- 
stitution, be made by the President, by the courts, or by the heads 
of Departments. That is in substance the lan of the Consti- 
tution. Ido not think that Congress has any right to devolve 
this duty upon the House and the Senate; and I think that when 
our fathers adopted such a provision as a of the Constitution 
they acted wisely, because it is not best—it never has been found 
best in the history of governments—to invest in the legislative 
power the administrative function. Hsrnce, any such mingling of 
authority has been expressly prohibited by the Constitution. I 
know there was an eminent gentleman who once served in this 
House who said he did not know what the Constitution had to do 
“between friends.” But, after all, there is the provision of the 
Constitution by which we are governed. 

I think I can demonstrate to the House in a few moments that 
we ought not to attempt to violate the Constitution in this 
respect. From necessity, the House must appoint its own em- 
ployees; and from necessity the Senate must appoint its own 
a Now, what is the fact? I speak from investigation 
when I say that in my judgment this House has one-third more 
employees than it needs, and one-third more than it would have 
if it were a department of the Government, we making the legis- 
lation and appropriation for that department, and the department 
itself making the appointments. And I will add that the Senate, 
per capita, has four times as many employees as the House. Now, 
the wisdom of the fathers in constitutionally divorcing the legis- 
lative from the administrative power is apparent upon the bare 
statement. We must, of course, retain the appointment of our 
own Officials. 

Mr. DRAPER. Does the gentleman think there is any one 
Department of the Government that has not one-third more em- 
ployees than it would need if it were carried on upon business 
principles? 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, I think if we would let the business out 
by contract—which the gentleman understands it is not compe- 
tent for us to do—we conld get along without so many employees 
in almost all the Departmenis. 

Mr. BENNETT. Even in Congress. 

Mr. CANNON. But, I repeat, for the work that is to be done 
I think the House has one- more employees than any Depart- 
ment of the Government with corresponding work has; and the 
Senate has four times as many employees, proportionately to the 
number of members, as the House has. 


Now, I donot propose, so far as I am concerned, to start out by 1 priations to report this bill. 


violating the Constitution—by throwing upon the House or the 
Senate or upon both the administrative function. That is what 
the gentleman's bill does. In express words, it devolves the 
appointment of these one hundred and gs Me officers—upon 
whom? Upon the Joint Committee on the of the House 
and the Senate. Who makes the appropriations 
— the are - this d poe eps incl 

orming the copyright service controlling 

ibrary? hy, the House and the Senate. 

Mr. QUIGG. Right in that line, let me ask the gentleman this 
sone Does he think that Con would have the right to 
elect the Librarian if it wished to do so? 

Mr.CANNON. To elect the Librarian of the national Library? 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes; the Librarian of the Congressional 

Mr. CANNON. Clearly not. 

Mr. QUIGG. You think that Congress would not have the 

ht to do that? 
r. CANNON. No more right than it would have to elect the 
Secre of the Interior. 
Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman, I believe, brought in an 
riation biil some little while ago, which Congress voted on, 
General Casey to carry on the construction of that bui 
did he not? 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, no. 

Mr. QUIGG. I think the gentleman did. And he brought in 
a bill electing General Casey's successor in the constru of 
that building. 

Several MEMBERS. Oh, no. 

Mr. QUIGG. Now, if Congress can electa man to spend $6,000,- 


Mr. CANNON. The gentleman will allow me to reply. His 
committee, if I recollect aright, brought in a t resolution 
naming first General Casey, and, upon his naming Mr. 
Green to be in charge—— 

Mr. QUIGG rose. 

Mr. CANNON. Let me answer the gentleman's question. I 
do not want to wrangle. The gentleman’s committee brought in 
a joint resolution naming those parties, officers of the Govern- 
ment, to have charge of the construction of the Library. Tho 
House passed the resolution; the Senate passed it; the President 
approved it. That was an accomplishment of that o by law. 

ow, whether it was constitutional or otherwise it is not neces- 
sary for me to discuss at this time. Why, if our constitutional 
duty is to be determined by B pin goers I have made, or my 
eminent friend from New York might make, or has made here- 
tofore, or will hereafter make, why then God save the Constitu- 


tion! [Laughter. 
Now, I wish to call the gentleman’s attention to 


Mr. QUIGG. 
the ori act. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, 1 know about that. 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman ought to allow me to interrupt 
him. says he does not want to wrangle. Neither do I wish 
to wrangle with him any more than I did the other day. 

Mr. CANNO . What does the gentleman wish? 

Mr. Q to be interrupted — the 
discussion of this matter as as the gentleman, or all of the 
members of his committee, wanted. 

Mr. CANNON. . What does the gentleman want? 

Mr. QUIGG. Ihave told you. I rose for the purpose of call- 
ing the ee to the original act, as he was speak- 

upon su . 
te: GANNON. Oh, no; I donot care anything about the origi- 
Mr. QUIGG. I suspected you did not. 
Mr CANN ON. The ori act has 


Who would 
such force 


TrO- 
ect- 


ing, 


since out, 
anythin 

that was made a hun 

just as we are liable to 


Other legislation has taken its place, and it does not 
to the argument to call up a mistake 
years ago. Our fathers made mistakes, 

make mistakes, and when you come and want to bless a proposi- 


tion by a bad precedent, the — for nothing. 

Now, I say, practically, tha Congpens Uae ines wer to 
It has the power to pen ees > It has in 

wers | ted and ap heretofore. 

lation we have various ts 

e President and the heads of 
ments of subordinates. Their action is reported to 
We haul them up, ‘‘ drag them over the coals,” if they fail to per- 
form their duty. We have are of ; we criti- 
cise and investigate. And that is as it ought to be. Therefore I 
have no patience with the contention embodied in the substitute 
of the gentleman from New Y when he proposes to y 
take that power from Congress a of the 
two Houses—a committee of the House the Senate—and call 
it a joint committee, to conduct this department. 

Now, a word as to thecriticism of the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Cummines]. It is the business of the Committee on Appro- 

i This is a short session of Congress. 


late. 
its 
ernaned- 


















'y as possible. Wecould not 
reported, beaaus the gentleman from 
‘i UT] was absent. We ore saw proper 
to s bill. joint committee came to us, as I am 
informed. We did not to them. They were authorized 
investigate and were cuiharleed to report to the 


ment. Then the 
to complain and 
wantilag 68 dene otee Saee The ae 
1 ving investigated matter—and w) 
an = ride over poe pete a = 
wise legislation, they come c scold, I was 
=a OT ee be 


Nir, WILLIAM A. STONE. Before the gentleman from Illi- 
nois takes his seat I wish to ask a question. 

Mr. CANNON. ees 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I understood the gentleman from 
New York to suggest that this was a mere contro between 
the two committees—I refer to the gentleman from 
[Mr. CummINGs). He suggested that it was a controversy, as I 
understand it, the joint committee and the Library Com- 
mittee as to who should control the patronage? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. You misund 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STO 


ew York 


erstood me. 

INE. Lam very glad to be informed. 

In this connection, 1 wish to state that the Committee on Appro- 
priations have n whatever to do with the appointments 
under the bill which brought in. 
ann = Would not permit themselves to have anything 

o Wi 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Most certainly not. 

Mr. QUIGG. The ——— from Pennsylvania would not 
have ae to do with it! 

Mr. TLLEAM A. STONE. The gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Quiae@] is quite able to take care of what is his due in matters 
of appointment. 


a a 
ments are ™ e , 
BINGHAM], in the Librarian, and the President bas henowet to 
appoint the Librarian without the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate. Now, the —— must be lodgedsomewhere. Where else 


can you 
tion This is called the Congreesiot eileen iy whatinotaen: 
on. on b what author- 
ity and by what right is it so called? It isa wathoael library. 
Everybody has access to it. Why should a committee of Con- 
7. joint committee ae any a of acommittee, ee 

brary in matters of appointment any more than they sho 

control the Pension Office appointments? 
Mr. ANNON. Oh well We teeainn to the gentl 
z ; ‘ , Mr. as eman’s 
first question, as to this being a contest between thas Commndtees 
on the Li and the Committee on Appropriations, I simply 
—- say, if anybody supposes that to be the case, they are 


Mr. RAY. W I ask—— 

Mr. CANNON, amoment. There is no such contest. The 
substitute absolutely | the to appoint, to bind and 

oe eanhamens, eant oie with the Joint 
Committee on Library, to employ, to turn off, to reemploy. 
The Committee on antagonizes the conferring of 
that power, because it is unwise, and against the Constitution, 
and against government. 

Now, do we propose in lieu thereof in our scheme? I will 
state it We propose to authorize the head of this depart- 
ment to make these appointments, and that is the way the ap 
Fnticns ane aes, substantially, for the public service. The 

mittee on Appropriations have no more to do with the con- 
weet those appointments than any other committee in the 


Mr. RAY. Now may I ask the gentleman a question? 
Fe tet aay cag deep 
: : t virtuall these a tments i 
the Committee on tions? emtne te me 
if t me, you can not run the Con- 


thout tees, and they can not 
the consent of Chaslcaer on Appro, 
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is composed of 857 members, appoin 
Speaker. The jurisdiction of 
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an ‘ 
wise, is formulated by the committees to be reported to the House. 








' House. Therefore, the question is answer 


tions. If they do not do just exactly as the Committee on Appro- 
priations want them to do, why then you may refuse to appropri- 
ate the money, and out they 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Spsanae the gentleman, eminent Jawyer 


to | as he is, would not have made such a statement—— 


RAY. Ido not say that as a matter of fact, understand 
Here is the suggestion I 


Mr. CANNON. I understand the suggestion. 
Mr. RAY. Now, let me explain. You seem to think that I 


made that statement as a reflection on the Committee on Appro- 
priations 


Mr. CANNON. Not at all. 

Mr. RAY. I did not so intend it, because I want to say that I 
am in favor of your scheme and shall so vote: but I was simply 
that as the ground work of the fear that some gentle- 
That is all. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, if the gentleman will allow me a min- 


ute, I will disabuse his mind. 


Mr. RAY. You do not have to disabuse my mind. 
Mr. CANNON. Very well, then. I will disabuse the mind of 
an sag tre have been misled. 
. WIL A. STONE, That may have been abused. 


{Laughter.] — 
Mr. CANNON. That may have been misled upon that propo- 
sition. Just a word, now, and I will get rt. This House 
upon committees by the 
ose committees is determined by 


There is not a committee of this House that can appropriate 
Legislation, whether it be by appropriation or other- 


upon the table, or 
the servant of the 
when I say the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations has no power to loosen or bind. Itisa 
mere convenience of the House to-perform its directions. 

This bill, I will say to the gentleman, reported by the Commit- 
tee on A riations to this House, carries appropriations for 
over 10,000 of subordinate force and the pay of over 10,000 people; 
yet this Committee of the Whole, this afternoon, can lay the 
whole of it on the table, strike out the enacting clause, strike out 
any portion of it that they choose or increase anywhere along the 
lines that the law will permit. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. r. Chairman, it is my intention to offer 
an amendment to the substitute of my distinguished colleague 
from New York; but before sending it to the desk I do not wish 
to be misunderstood. iI am opposed to the substitute and in favor 
of the bill as report-d from the committee. 

The Congressional Lib is destined to become the greatest 
library in the world. To call it a Congressional Library is a mis- 
nomer. It should rather be called the ‘‘ National Library.” In 
it every citizen should feel a patriotic pride. Itshould be divorced 
entirely from politics. The tenure of office of the Library em- 

loyees should be permanent, with far more reasons than applies 
any other Department of the Government. To subject the 
Library to a change of employees with every new Congress would 
be disastrous to its efficiency. Almost as well Gump its vast num- 
bers of books into the bottom of the Potomac. The proposed sub- 
stitute of my ae is therefore a backward step, the adoption 
of which would be deplorable. But if there is any danger that 
the substitute is to be adopted by this House, it is in the interest 
of correct legislation that it should be perfected. The argument 
of my colleague from New York, as I understand it, is that 
because all resolutions and rules and bills relating to the Library 
are referred to the Committee on the Library, therefore the Com- 
mittee on the Library should have charge of all the appointments, 
which number about 187. Following the same line of argument, 
I would call the attention of my distinguished colleague from 
New York to the fact—— 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, there was nothing of that kind 
in anything I have ever said. The gentleman is absolutely in 
error about what I have said. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. 1 so understood the remarks of my col- 
1 e from New York, to which I listened with great attention 
on Saturday; and certainly the substitute which he offers so says. 
I wish to his attention to the fact that that substitute also 
refers to one part of the Library called the ‘‘ copyright depart- 
ment,” and to the further fact that all bills introduced into this 
House relating to copyrights are properly referre-i to the Commit- 


The House passes upon it, amends it, lays i 
does what it chooses, the committee bein 


tee on Patents. Therefore, following the same line of argument, 
all appointinents for that department ought to be made by the 
Committee on Patents. I therefore offer this amendment to his 
substitute with the statement that my only argument in its favor is 


that I am a member of the Committee on Patents. 
and cries of ‘‘ Vote!” ‘‘ Vote!”)} 
Mr, WALKER of Massachusetts. Read. 


{Laughter 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, however, That in the copyright department, ew appointments for 
which provision is herein made—to wit, register of c ht, $3,000; twent 
nine clerks, two at $1,800, two at $1,600 each, three at 1 each, ten at $1 


sock. ten at $900 each, and two at $720 each—shall be made by the Committee on 
atents. 


Laughter. 

hee CAN ON. That is an amendment to the substitute? 

Mr. BINGHAM. AsI understand, that is an amendment to the 
substitute. Now. Mr. Chairman, I ask that we proceed to a vote. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, I desire to move the amendment 
that I gave notice of. I have offered an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that. 

Mr. QUIGG. And I desire to say, further, that my colleague 
moves to amend that amendment, and i shall be very glad to ac- 
cept it on behalf of the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I send up an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York sends up 
an amendment to the text, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “persons,” in the fourth line in the clause relating to 
appointments and removals, insert as follows: 

“On the recommendation of the director of the Library.” 

Mr. BINGHAM. Is that an amendment to the substitute? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. It is. 

Tie CHAIRMAN, The Chair understands this to be an amend- 
n-ont to the text. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. That is right; and it is accepted, I will 
state to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, by my colleague [Mr. 

CIGG]. 

° Mr. BINGHAM. Amendments have been offered to the bill, a 
substitute has been offered, and certain amendments have been 
offered to the substitute. I hope the gentleman will indicate what 
paragraph the amendment is to, so that we can go on, under the 
rule, under the limitations of amendments to the bill and to the 
substitute. 

Mr. QUIGG. - The only difficulty as to that is that the substi- 
tute has not been printed with numbered lines; so that it is diffi- 
cult to indicate where the amendment comes in. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman can indicate the connection. 

Mr. QUIGG. It is to be inserted, if the Chair will permit me, 
at the end of the fourth clause of the substitute. 

The Joint Committee on the Library shall have om to establish rules 
and regulations for the conduct and use of the Library of Congress, an 
with the exception of the director of the Library, to employ or remove 
persons on the recommendation of the director o the Library. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Iunderstand that my colleague [Mr. Quiae] 
“a that amendment? 

UIGG. ! accept the amendment. 

ILLIAMS. r. Chairman, I understand the pares of 
oe. auasiaenaats ienk: by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
CoumMMINGs] to be this: That it virtually takes this business out of 
the hands of the Joint Committee on the Library and requires 
them to a upon the recommendation of the director of the 
Lib 


Mr. UIGG. Precisely. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. So that the man who will ee is the man 
who eee — msibility for the conduct of the appointees? 

y: 

Mr. BINGHAM. In other words, the appointments are subject 
to confirmation by the jeint committee? 

The CHAIRMAN he liamentary situation is this: The 
gentleman from New York [ Mr. QuicG] offered a substitute, and 
subsequently offered an amendment to that substitute— 

Mr. QUI (interposing). Mr. Chairman, I think I have a 
right to incorporate my amendment in the eee roposition, as there 
has been no action taken on my substitute. ft is my proposition. 

Mr. BINGHAM. No, it is the committee’s “ogee 

Mr. QUIGG. I think that until action has been taken on it I 
have a right to modify it. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair would like to state the parlia- 
mentary situation, if the committee will indulge him.. The gen- 
tleman from New Yor wed we QuiGa] offered a substitute, to which 
ke subsequently offe an amendment. Another amendment 
was offerea to that substitute by another oe from New 
York, and now the gentleman from New York [Mr. Commines] 
oftted an amendment to the text of the bill—that is to say, to the 

he of the bili that were over by consent. 

IGG. If the Chair rmit me, the amendment of 

Asie mns eek ees eae ot © bill; it is to the text of the 
tute. My colleague offers an aininand to the substitute 

that I have proposed, namely, after the word “persons,” in the 
clause relating to a eppointment and removal, he proposes to insert 
“on the recommend tion of the director of the Li 3” so that 
that clause will read: “That the Joint Committee on the Library 
shall make the appointments and removals on the Gonna: 


tion of the director of the Library.” 


The CHAIRMAN, The Chair understands that the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Coe) eae 
— = Sener QvuIGG] that the amendment is an amendment to 
e su uu 

Mr. CUMMINGS. It is an amendment to the substitute. 
Mr. SHAFROTH. ee Oe ee 
ment to the bill, SS ee ee 

The CHAIRMAN.  Itis iu order. gentleman will send up 
his amendment. 

an nas Let the gentleman indicate the line and para- 


gra 
Me SHAFROTH. The line and paragraph are indicated. 
The amendment was _— as follows: 


Strike out, in line 2, 


“ix thousand 
dollars.” 


after the word “ 
ee ee = ot tn lion thareol the wands “Bee tne 


Mr. McCORMIOCK. Mr. Chairman, I sent 
some time ago, and I should like to know what 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize 
after = ae = ee of. 
amendment 0: nol y the 
Mr. SHAFR tie Seedieens a 
on the neath Ths obj 
this officer from six thousand 
Librarian is receiving at the 
that a $5,000 salary’ view of ie depressed 
t a salary is a great salary, this amendmen 
prevail. It true —_ clench reside in 
are used to hearing o ew large salaries, 
mass of the people of the t Gnited States a 
ear as an enormons one. I do not believe that 
ought to be small in the Ss it to its officers, but a 
ee See and in view of purchas- 
$0 twenty ye present time it is about equivalent to a salary of 


oe de Gee 

hairman, in view of these considerations and in 
vidokaotianiian there are very few salaries in this Govern- 
ment that exceed $5,000, it seems - me that it would be wise to 


$5, 

to offices of an extraordinary nature. It is true that the Libra- 
rian at the present time works in but he can 
not have any more duties to perform in the new than he 
has now. In fact, he will have more es the number 
of his assistants is more than doubled by Se ag yon and when these 
additional conveniences are given to him it would seem that in- 
stead of increasing his salary we ought rather to let it stand at 
the mt figure of $4,000 a year. 

e must bear in mind that some of ee the 
United States receive very little more than bill gives to the Li- 
brarian. The members of the Cabinet, with all their responsibil- 
ities and with great social duties to perform, receive only $2,000 a 
year more than this bill provides for the Librarian. There can be 
nocomparison between pete tg gph ee eee are 
When we take into consideration the condition of the people, the 
condition of the Treasury ee that each 
rn amg i deficiency there, it seems to me we 
increase this present time; at least, not to let 
it exceed $5,000 —- 

In view of the fact that the Librarian remains here 


poor karen 


an amendment 
ene 
the. que —— 

I would like to a word 

of ‘it is te 
a 


The question is on the amendment of the 
gentleman trom Colorado | SHAFROTH 


Bh = ie rt taken, there were on a division (called for by 
49, noes 50. 


se OSHAPROTH I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SHarrotH and Mr. BrveHamM 
were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 71, 


noes 61. 
So the amendment of Mr. , agreed to. 


SHAFROTH was 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I send to the desk an amendment to the 
text of the bill, to come in immediately after the first item. 
eee 


President shall SB memalente ae end with the advice of the Senate 
shall appoint, the Litwarion, <i 


noes res tly teen 
the the amendment op 


Sama 


I 





New York [Mr. Quice] to the substitute, which the Clerk will 
report. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That the organization of the force to be employed in the new 
Library ye pd having been completed under the provisions of this act, 
removals shall thereafter occur only for cause, and after full inquiry. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is an amendment to the substitute. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is an amendment to the substitute. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now is on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Farrcui.p}. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, Mr. Chairman, that is an amend- 
ment to the substitute also. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is an amendment to the substitute. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I only call the attention of the 
committee to the fact, because there have been so many amend- 
ments. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
meuit to the substitute. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. I understand my colleague from New York 
[Mr. Gee) accepts that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Nevertheless it must be voted upon. 

Mr, BINGHAM. Let the amendment be reported. 

The CHAIRMAN, It has already been reported; but without 
objection, the Clerk will again report it. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

vi ever, in the co a . intme: 
whi proveheaicbindia sakes to wit: ogistor of copyrights 63,00, twenty. 
nine clerks, two, at $1,800 each; two, at $1,600 each; t , at $1,400 each;*ten, 
at $1,200 each; ten, at §900 each, and two, at $720 each, shall be made by the 
Committee on Patents. 

Cece) 

he amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now is on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cumminas], which 
the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “persons,” in the fourth line of the clause relating to 
appointments and removals, insert as follows: 

*On the recommendation of the director of the Library.” 

The amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Foore] is now recognized for an amendment to the substitute, 
which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the words “the office of the Librarian of Congress shail thereupon 
be abolished,” insert the following: 

“The director of the Library 


librarian, one librarian to act as su 
assistant librarians, one chief of ca 


The Chair stated that it was an amend- 


have the power to appoint one chief 

rintendent of reading room, twelve 
ae ea. sixteen catalogue: 
one superintendent of art gallery and t assistants, one superintendent 
hall of maps and charts and two ts, one superintendent of periodical 
department, one superintendent of manuscript department and two assist- 
ants, one superintendent of music departme: it and three assistants, all to be 
paid salaries as above provided for, but 16 employee shall thereafter be 
removed except for cause. The Joint Committee on the Library is hereby 
empowered in behalf of Congress to assume the charge and custody of the 

ew building for the Library of Congress and to make rules and tions 
or its cosgpeney and use, and, upon satisfactory proof that the duties here- 
tofore confe by law upon Bernard R. Green in relation to the construc- 
tion and completion of the said new building have been a performed, the 
Joint Committee cn the Library is autho to discharge the said Bernard 
R. Green of all duties and responsibilities in connection with said building; 
that any balance now existing of the spercuyteems heretofore made for the 
construction and completion of the rai > ary made available, 
not only for that purpose, but also to furnish and equip the said building for 
its use as the Library of oo and also for the removal of the Librar 
collections from the Capitol building to the said_new building, and the sai 
i. of the Library is hereby authorized to effect the removal of the said 

ibrary collections and their arrangement in the new buil , and, with the 

advice and consent of the Joint Committee on the re purchase the 
necessary furniture for the equi nt of the said new building. The Joint 
Committee on the Library shall have power, except as above provided, to 
seiptor or remove all persons for whose compensation provision is made in 
this act." 


Mr. FOOTE. I wish to say, in explanation, that this removes 
from the substitute offered by my colleague (Mr. QuiGG] objec- 
tions which have been urged on the floor. This gives the director 
of the Library full power to appoint or remove his immediate 
force, all the heads of his departments, and all his assistants nec- 
essary to run the wey a : 

It leaves under the Library Committee the subordinate force, 
‘and gives the House of Congress—the lower House—the right to 
overlook the building, and to have charge of the same to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. In other words, it a takes from the 
baci 2 that of the force needed in the Library by the di- 

stor of the Library, or chief librarian, to properly carry out any 
scheme he may have in the way of cataloguing or any scheme he 
may have for the purpose of hastening the progress of the work in 
this Li , and takes it entirely out of politics. I therefore offer 
that amendment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I simply desire to say that the bill submitted 
by the Committee on Appropriations is a consistent bill through- 


out. Perhaps the bill aS the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Quiea] is a consistent eae This is con- 
fusing, and a change of either of these bills in all their consist- 
ency——__ [Cries of “ Vote!” “* Vote! ”} 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Foote] to the substitute 
which has just been en 

The question was , and the amendment to the substitute 
was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now is on the substitute 
offered by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Quice]. 

The question was taken; and the Chairman announced that the 
noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. QUIGG. Division, Mr. Chairman. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 27, noes 85, 

So the substitute was rejected. 

Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. I have an amendment I 
desire to offer. 

en ae . Is the gentleman's amendment to the origi- 
na 

Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. Yes, sir. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to line 18, page 21: 

“All the above appointments ex 
to be made from of eligibles to 


mission, under their rules, who are here 
for all the above positions.” by 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Chairman, I make the pcint 
of order a that that it changes existing law. 

Mr. QUIGG. But my friend wants it taken out of politics, 
[Laughter. ] 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. “ My friend” is quite able to state 
what he wants. [Laughter.] I make the point of order that it 
changes existing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is constrained to overrule the 
point of order. ‘ 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, I would like to be heard on the 
point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman. - 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The point of I make is that 
the amendment directing that all appointments should be made 
under the provisions of the civil-service law is y directin 
what the President had power to do under the law as it now stands. 
In other words, it is a change of law as it now exists. The law 
gives to the ident power to Se pnb a 

necessary for 
that it be 

without any | 


issue 
appointments under the civil service, and it is 
to re that provision 
tar cae seat aoeitees 
this kind, ont © oS eee ee ee 


this way. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. . Chairman, that part in the 
reported by the committee to which this is offered as an 
ment is itself a ch of existing law, and being a change 
existing law,an amendment toit is not obnoxious to the objectio: 
that it a w. : 
tained in th : & velstinn tee St ecammiees 
8 e p ° 
which is estly on its face new This would have 
eur Tatar ge Heed seme the Fao of Rule XXI, 
section 2. Nosuch pointof order was and the bill therefore 
was sent by the House to the Committee of the Whole for consid- 
eration just as it was reported, and in its entirety. Under these 
circumstances, as has been heretofore several times ruled, no point 
of order could be made in the committee against the 
the ground that it contained new legislation. The . 
other words, could not refuse to consider what the House had sen 
to it for consideration. But the right of consideration involves 
also the right of amendment; that is tosay, the committee has the 
right to perfect as it may see fit the matter submitted to it. For 
these reasons the point of order is overruled. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!” 


*« Vote!” 

Mr. G of Massachusetts. The House has already voted 
by two to one for a clause which amounts to the same 
as saying that this patronage shall cc wed act 8 = pia 
Now, if gentlemen seriously intend to accomplish that the House 
ought to adopt this amendment, asit is the only practical method 
of ing out Ngee A ve voted for. 

Mr. TLLIAM A. 8 NE. Mr. Chairman, I that at 
this of the mettre Bap Si Se House on 
record in favor of a proposition of kind. 

; and the Chairman announced that the 


The question was 
noes seemed to have it. 
Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. Division. 
‘The committee divided, and there were—ayes 87; noes 73. 
So the amendment was 
The CHAIRMAN. The is informed by 
consent the paragraph relating to the civil service was 
for consideration, and that consideration is in order 
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been freely exercised. In making the comprehensive rules of No- 
vember 2, 1896, the President expressly revoked all others. If one 
President goes too far, another may correctit. The power to make 
rules necessarily includes the power to revoke them. And as the 
Chief Executive is the real fountain of all appointing power, we 
might suppose the rules of November 2 were made by the Presi- 
dent to conveniently govern in his own Administration but for the 
very late date of their promulgation. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I will hear the question that the gentle- 
man from Tennessee desires to ask. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I rose to interrupt the gentleman when 
he was citing certain facts, to ask him whether there had not been 
an illustrious example set to the present Chief Magistrate of the 
country by his immediate predecessor in office in making such 
changes as the gentleman spoke of. 

Mr. EVANS. Possibly so. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, Mr. Chairman, I ask for a few min- 
utes to—— 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman will allow me, 
I do not think the gentleman from. Kentucky (Mr. Evans] has any 
time to yield. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I did not ask the gentleman for any time. 
I addressed the Chair in my own right. 

Mr. BROSIUS. But Iwas in possession of the floor, the gen- 
man will remember. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Irecognize that, and I ask the gentleman 
if he will not give me five minutes? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I can not do so now. 

Mr. BINGHAM, I will state to the gentleman from Tennessee, 
and to the gentleman from Pennsylvania also, that it is my as 
pose at — conclusion of the remarks of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Evans} to move that the committee rise. 

Mr. BROSIUS. He has concluded now. 

Mr. BINGHAM, Then, Mr. Chairman, I move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. As I understand, this matter will be 
open for debate to-morrow. 

Several MEMBERS, Oh, yes. 

‘The question being taken on the motion of Mr. BINGHAM that 
the committee rise, 1t was —_— to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. DaLZELL reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Bea having had under consider- 
ation the legislative appropriation bill, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLatr, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment the 
bill (H. R. 9700) authorizing the issuing and loaning of the ensigns, 
flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States for the purpose 
ot decorating the streets of the city of Washington on the ovca- 
siop of inaugural ceremonies on the 4th of March, 1897. 

The message also announced that tae Senate had passed with 
amendments bills of the following tities, in which the concur- 
rence of the House was requ 

A bill (H. R. 5787) for the relief of Henry A. F. “Worth; and 

A bill (H. R. 8189) for the relief of M. R. William Grebe. 

The message also announced that the Senate had eed to the 
report cf the committee of conference on the g votes of 
the two Honses on the amendments of the House to the joint 
resolution (8. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of the act 
approved June 8, 1896, entitled ‘‘An act to re section 61 of an 
act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for t e Government, and 
for other purposes,” which became a law August 28, 1894. 

The message also announced that the Senate had further in- 
sisted upon its disagreement to the amendment of the House to 
the bill (S. 1511) granting a pension to Mrs. Jane Stewart Whit- 
ing, had agreed to the further conference asked by the House on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had ap- 
pointed Mr. GALLINGER, Mr. Cannon, and Mr. MrrcHE. of Wis- 
consin as the conferees on the part of the Senate. 

The message alsoannounced that the Senate had further insisted 
a its disagreement to the amendment of the House to the bill 

1291) granting an increase of pension to Celeste A. Boughton, 
ae of Gen. Horace Boughton, had agreed to the further 
conference asked by the House on the re votes of the 
two Houses thereon, and had appointed . GALLINGER, Mr. 
oar and Mr. BAKER as the conferees on the part of the 
Senste, 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. Buck, for two days, on account of business. 

To Mr. STEELE, for two days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. LAwson, for ten days, on account of important business. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Bivauam (at5 o'clock and 7 minutes 
p. m.), the House adjourned, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the fi executive commu- 
nications were taken from the "Speaker's and referred as 


follows: 
of War. transmi ae of 


A letter from the Secre tting the 
the Board of Ordnance and ortification for the year ending Octo- 
Appropriations. 


ber 31, 1896—to the Committee on 


A letter from the Secre ot eee es 
from the Chief of — . 


Saeeennees Bay, — rao the Te approaches 
f poe eamammaa on Rivers and and ordered to be 


-prin 


A letter from the Secretary of War ee 


from the Chief of aoe report o Smithtown 
— New York—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed. 


A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 

aoe of the findings filed by the court in the cases of 

E. Wester, administrator of J Lynn 
against The United States—to the Committee on War cand 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the of the his 
annual report for tee teecdt needle year ending O88 e064 tho Com 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILIS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

eee ee ee ee from the Committee 
on Public Buil and Grounds, to which was referred the bill 
of the Senate (8. 1888) entitled “An act to provide for the pur- 
chase of a site and the erection of a public thereon at 
es be State of North red ” the same with- 
out amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2362); which said 
bill and rt were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
reported from delivered to the Clerk, and 
to the Committee of the Whole House, as 


sev’ 
ref 


follows: 
By Mr. COLSON, from the Codainittse on Claas: The bill (S. 


21) entitled “An act to authorize the a the Attor- 
ney-General of certain claims alleged to be pe 0 hein the 
tors of the Knoxville Whig for advertising, and 
— therefor by the Secretary of the Trcetieeel okany ae Tasedate 


the AibieonyEhenatel 4 to be legally or due, 
(Report No. 2360.) “ 


By Mr. ag oe a from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
ie” coe B. 9000) granting © pension t Mbp Annie Witten- 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS, 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
lo titles were introduced and sev as follows: 


referred 
By Mr. McCORMICK: A bill (HB. R. ) that the 
Potomac Flats shall be reserved and im for purposes 
under the name of the Potomac Park—to the Committee on the 


District of Columbia. 
By Mr. MONDEL!E: 
who have commuted Sienaaresle emai ote of of the pro 
oe of the homestead act—to the Committee on. the Public 

By Mr. HULICK (by request): ie enia . B. 9772) to protect 
citizens of the Unites States eee 
and to increase the ctatonas ot emai 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DANFORD: A bill ee eee 
duties on wool, hair, sheep, cotton, and other fibers—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RINAKER: A bill (H. R. 9774) to for the pur- 
chase of a site and the erection of a thereon at 
Jacksonville, in the State of on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa; A bill eng panes a 
189 of the Statutes of Scat on 


of 











Mr. JENKINS: A bill (H. R. 9776) to amend an act en- 
authorize the construction of 


**An act to on of a steel over 
en River, between the States of Wisconsin 
sota” 


cars 
een freight cars—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 


Commerce. : 
Mr. CLARK of Iowa: A bill (H. R. 9778) to give trusses to sol- 
diers of the war with Mexico—to the Committee on ons. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: A joint resolution (H. Res. 223) relative 
to the medal of honor authorized by theacts of December 21, 1861, 


and July 16, 1862—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
By Mr. HILL: A joint resolution (H. Res. 224) providing for 
estimate of cost of certain improvements of Bri Harbor, 


Connecticut-—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, a sama bills of the following titles 
were ted and referred as follows: 
= . CLARKE of Alabama: A bill (H. R. 9779) for the relief 
oN Ms COFFIN: A bill (H.R 9780), granting meen: és 
By Mr. : b> a 
pm Anderson (colored), of Annapolis, Md.—to the we 
on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. COLSON: A bill (H. R. 9781) ting a ion to 
y.—to the Committee 


Mary J. Ellis, of Kendall, Russell County, 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COOPER of Texas: A bill (H. R. 9782) for the relief of 
Mrs. M. A. ations the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. CURTIS of lowa: A bill (H. R. 9783) donating 2 con- 
demned cannon and 10 condemned cannon balls to citizens of 
Marengo. Iowa, for monumental purposes—to the Committee on 


Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. DRAPER (by request): A bill (H. R. 9784) for the relief 
of the Globe Works, of Boston, .—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 


By Mr. KIRKPATRICK: A bill (H. R. 9785) granting a pen- 
= to Rebecca A. Kirkpatrick—to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions. 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON (by request): A bill (H. R. 9786) for the 
relief of Elias E. Barnes—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. OGDEN: A bill . R. 9787) to pay to Marie Eliza 
Payné, of Natchitoches , La., an amount found due by the 
Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. PICKLER: A bill (H. R. 9788) — & pension to 
Bethiah H. Rollins—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 9789) for the relief of the 
Roman Catholic Church of St. Peters, at Jackson, Miss.—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H.R. 9790) for the relief of James Couch, of Clai- 
borne County, Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. AR: A bill (H. R. 9791) granting an increase of 
pension to John Wedemeyer--to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


ons. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9792 on to Frederick W. 
Ta yer—to the Co ttee on Invalid Pensions. 
, a bill (H. R. eg nage ge atm of pension to Joseph 
= Berry, alias Joseph te—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
ons. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9794) granting a pension to Samuel S. Grim- 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
bill (H. R. 9795) granting an increase of pension to 
or hin Worl — Gn sree Invalid Pensions. wud 
» 4 . 9796) granting a ion to - 
ner J Bowling—io the Cominitiee on lavalid Pensions 
By Mr. JO IN of California: A bill (H. R. 9797) to increase 
the pension of Gilbert G. Fancher—to the Committee on Pensions. 
P : H. R. 9798) for the relief of F. 


W. omas, at , Tenn.—to the Committee 
on the P’ and Post itowta. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
ware laid on the Clerks dank ad referred at fllows: =m 
. ALLEN Mississippi: apers rela to the claim of 
Abel Walker, of Tishomingo County, Miss.—to the Committee on 


By Mr. BROMWELL: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce 
Cincinnati the improvement of the is- 


of . concerning 
sippt liver by ropaising crovases at Pass a Loutre—to the 
on Rivers and ‘bors. 


























































































































By Mr. CHICKERING: Resolutions of Joe Spratt Post, No. 


$23, Grand Army of the Republic, of Watertown, N. Y., urging 
the recognition of the Cubans as belligerents in their struggle for 


the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


By Mr. HENDERSON: Paper of M. V. Allen, of Covington, 
Ind., favoring the 
maimed veterans of the late rebellion—to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. 


passage of House bill No. 8354, to pension 


request): Resolutions of James A. Gar- 


7 Mr. HUBBARD (by 
field Post, No. 6,Grand Army of the Republic, of Jefferson City, 
Mo., condemning the action of Spain toward Cuba—to the Com- 


mittee on Foreign Affairs. 
By. Mr. HULICK: Resolutions adopted at a 


— meeting of 


citizens of Columbus, Ohio; also, resolutions of the Young Men’s 


Seth Brown Club of Lebanon, Ohio, asking for the recognition of 


Cuban independence—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, ution of the California W ool Association, favoring the 
immediate passage of the Dingley billi—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. LAYTON: Petition of George W. Perry and 119 other 
ex-Union soldiers of Darke County, Ohio; also, petition of Joseph 
H. Taylor and 19 other ex-Union soldiers of Auglaize County, 
Ohio; also, petition of T. Crampton, ir., and 3 othe- «x-Union 
soldiers of Brookfield, Mo., asking for the passage of House bili No. 
9209, for service 0 ge a the Committse on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PITNEY: Petition of the Trades League of Philadel- 
phia, Pa., for immediate action upon the revenue laws so as to 
provide for the expenses of the Government—to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of the California Wool Association, favoring the 
passage of the Dingley tariff bill—to the Committee on Ways and 

eans. 


By Mr. REYBURN: Resolutions of the select and common 
councils of the city of Philadelphia, Pa., asking the United States 
to dig out the Back Channel at League Island Navy-Yard—to the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, resolutions of the select and common councils of Phila- 
delphia, asking for aid in deepening the channel of the Delaware 
River—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, memorial of the committee of the American Economic 
and Statistical Association, for the passage of legislation for the 
more effective organization of the United States census—to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Also, resolutions of the National Board of Trade, of Philadel- 
phia, Pa., in favor of the development of the merchant marine— 
to the Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 

Also, resolutions of the National Board of Trade, of Philadel- 
phia, recommending the principle of reciprocity and the fostering 
of the export trade—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of George G. Meade Post, No. 1, Grand Army 
of the Republic, in favor of the independence of the Cubans—-to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
ae Mr. SPENCER: Papers relating to the claim of Lewis P. 
rk, 


Kirk, of Tishomingo County, Miss.—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

Also, pa relating to the claim of Martha L. Dixon, of Hinds 
County, Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of William Wail, of Marshall 
County, Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims. 


Also, relating to the claim of B. A. Jones, administrator, 
of Marshall Count . Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WATSON of Ohio: Resolutions adopted at a mass meet- 
ing of citizens of Columbus, Ohio, relative to granting belligerent 

hts to the Cubans—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio: Petition of 1,050 citizens of the city 
of Washing Court-House, Ohio; also petition of the Ministers’ 
Association of Springfield, Ohio, favoring the passage of a law 
prohibiting the sportation of obscene matter—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of citizens of Washington Court-House, Ohio, for 
@ com! to investigate the labor problem and suggest a solu- 
tion—to the Committee on Labor. 

Also, resolution of the Ministers’ Association of Springfield, 
Ohio, relating to arbitration for railroad strikes—to the Com- 
mittee on Labor. 

Also, ion of 1,050 citizens of the city of Washington Court- 
House, Ohio; also petition of the Ministers’ Association, of Spring- 
field, Ohio, favoring the enactment of better Sabbath laws for the 
national capital—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition of citizens of the city of Washington Court-House, 
Ohio, favoring arbitration for railway strikes—to the Committee 
on Labor. 

Also, resolutions of Mitchell Post, No. 45, Grand Army of the, 

ic, of Springfield, Ohio, favoring the recognition of the! 
dence of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Minzurny, D. D. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of esterday’s pro- 
ceedings, when, on motion of Mr. GALLINGER, halt by unanimous 
consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 


CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of the 
provisions of the act of February 8, 1887, certified copies of the 
final ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent for the States of Oregon and Georgia; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills: 

A. bill (S. 1723) to approve and ratify the constuction of a bridge 
over and across Caddo Lake, at Mooringsport, La., by the Kansas 
City, Shreveport and Gulf Railway Company; 

A bill (8. 1724) authorizing the Kennet City, Watkins and Gulf 
Railway Company to construct and maintain a bridge across the 
Black River in Louisiana; and 

A bill (S. 2989) to increase the pension of Caroline 8, Baker. 

The message also announced that the House had disagreed to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7864) to amend 
the immigration laws of the United States, agrees to the confer- 
ence asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. BarTHoipT, Mr. Dan- 
FoRD, and Mr. Wrison of South Carolina managers of the con- 
ference on the part of the House. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


‘ The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a petition of sundry citizens 
of Guthrie, Okla., praying for the passage of the bill providing 
for free homesteads on the public lands in that Territory; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

He aiso presented a petition of the Evangelical Association of 
New York City, praying for the adoption of an amendment to 
tbe Constitution of the United States recognizing the Deity; which 
‘was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

My. SEWELL presented a memorial of sundry citizens of Hack- 
ensack, N. J., remonstrating against a continuance of the treat- 
ment received by Armenian citizensin Turkey; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CANNON presented the petition of H. W. Hales and 11 other 
citizens of Utah, praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley 
tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition of K.G. Vaughn, of Car- 
roi! County, Va., praying that he be reimbursed for losses sustained 
by him during the war; which was ref rred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BURROWS presented a petition of sun 
gan, Mich., praying for the penne of the ed Dingley tariff 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Galien, Mich., 
a = for the enactment of legislation to abate the organizations 

snown as trusts; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. GHAR presenteda petition of sundry citizens of Fonda, Iowa, 
praying for the enactment of legislation for the relief of the suffer- 
ing Armenians in Turkey; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of 48 depositors of the failed 
Freedman’s Saving and Trust Company of the District of Colum- 
bia, ere an appropriation be made to reimburse them for 
their losses by the failure of that company; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PERKINS presented a petition of sundry citizens of Ven- 
tura County, Cal., praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley 
tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALTHALL presented the memorial of J. M. Harrison 
and sundry other citizens of Wayne County, Miss., and the me- 
morial of G, L. Cunningham and sundry other citizens of Wayne 
County, Miss., remonstrating against the passage of House bill 
No. 9346, to enable certain persons in the State of Mississippi to 
procure title to public lands; which were referred to the Com- 
mictee on Public lands. 

Mr. CAMERON presented petitions of Lafayette Post, No. 217, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Easton, Pa.; of Captain Colwell 
Post, No. 201, Grand Army of the Republic, of Carlisle, Pa., and 
of Colonel Crosdale Post, No. 256, Grand Army of the Republic, 
of Riegelaville, Pa., praying Congress to recognize the independ- 
once of Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


QI 


was 


citizens of Alle- 


He also presented sundry papers to accompany the bill (8. 3272) 
granting a pension to Hannah Hess; which were cihaeel to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of Zeb Branson Post, No. 
462, De ent of Illinois, Grand Army of the Republic, of 
Ipava, Ill., praying for the enactment of a service-pension law; 
which was refe to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire a change of reference in regard to a 
Doge of a bill to prohibit the sale of liquor in the Capitol buildkag, 
sage of a bi prohibit the sale uor ; 
Te eee referred to the Committee on Rules. I understand that 
the bill on that re which came from the House is before the 
Committee on Publi Grounds, and not the Com- 


mittee on Rules. U the suggestion of friend from Ten- 
[Mr. Hanan) the wen 


— was referred 

on Rules. I ask that the Committee on Rules be discharged from 
its consideration, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr.PLATT. What bill doesthe Senator from Missouri refer to? 

Mr. COCKRELL. The bill proposing to prohibit the sale of 
intoxicants in the Capitol. 

Mr. PLATT, Some bill relating to thatsu has been referred 
to the Committee on the District of Colum’ I do not know 
whether that is the bill the Senator refers to. 

Mr. FRYE. It is a general bill touching the sale of liquor in 
the District which was referred to the Committee on the Di 
b= ray This bill refers to the sale of liquor in the Capitol 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the petition go to the committee that 
has the bill, and then if that committee is it will go 
wherever the em. The Committee on Rules not have 
charge of that now, and the Committee on Public Buil 
— rounds has it. Whatever may be right about it, that is 

act. 

Mr. FRYE. I think on the motion of the junior Senator from 
Missouri {[Mr. Vest] the other bill was sent to the Committee on 


Public Buildings and Grounds. 
Mr. COC LL. There is no question as to the ae 


the reference of Seco It ought to go to the 
has charge of the bill, no matter which committee it is. 
hair) yan seieoth erage Fo me ataie maasnee 
chair). there is noo on, the su 
by the Senator from Missouri will be made. The Chair hears no 
objection, and it is so ordered. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. . 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1609) to remove the 
charge of desertion from the mili record of Peter Fleming, of 
Battery E, Third United States , submitted an adverse 
st : ga which was agreed to; and the bill was postponed 
ndefinitely. 

Mr. PEFFER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 


referred the bill (H. R. 3113) granting a pension to Margaret A. 
ter repo it without amendment, and submitted a report 


ereon. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 3398) for the relief of Augusta Tuller, 
ee it without amendment, and submitted a thereon, 
bill (: 2216) granting a pension to lille Dy Gross, req 

ill (S. granting a on 4 
out amendment, and submitted a report thereon. _ 
URGENT DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HALE. From the Committee on I — 
back with amendments the bill (H. R. 9758) appropria 
to super wee deficiencies in the for the fiscal 

, espe 


year en une 30, 1897, and for prior and 
pee, As it is very important that the passed bo 
ore the adjournment to-day, I ask for its present 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. HALE, I ask that the formal reading be with, 
and that the amendments of the committee be as they 
are reached in the reading of the bill. 

eee eee . Inthe absence of objection, it will be 
so ordered. . 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 

The first amendment of the Committee on A: was, 
on page 3, to strike out lines 12, 13, and 14, in the following words: 


For the rent of a building for the Court of Claims for the balance of the 
fiscal year 1897, $2,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 5, after line 2, to insert: 
; SENATE. 
ont angen pamphlets, at a rate not exceeding $1 per thou- 
The amendment was agreed to. 


the 
t with- 
























































nuded. 
Mr. The committee has no further amendments. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 
The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to 
be read a third time. 


The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. HALE. I ask that the clerks see to it that the bill is sent 
to the other House as 


soon as ere 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


. Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 3461) to grant ——— to 
Hens ; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill (S. 3462) for the relief of 
the legal representatives of Alfred Duplantier, deceased; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3463) for the relief of the estate of 
J. W. Tucker, late of Lafourche La.; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. P. IGREW (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3464) 
ing lands to the State of South to aid the construction of 
the Dakota Pacific Railroad Company from Sioux F 8. Dak. 
to Granger, Wyo.; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TELLER introduced a bill (S. 3465) granting a pension to 
Rafael Chacon; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 


“oe Sipakueat bill (S. 3466) ti pension to John 
e ntrodu a granting a 

Burns; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (S. 3467) for the relief of Jeremiah 
Sullivan from the charge of desertion; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BUTLER introduced a bill (S. 3468) for the relief of John 
D. Thorne; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3469) granting an increase 
of pension to Joanna W. Turner; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HARRIS (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3470) for the 
relief of the estate of Tredwell S. Ayres, deceased, late of Memphis, 
Tenn.; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. ss 

Mr. WHITE introduced a bill (S. 3471) authorizing lands con- 


taining ‘oleum to be entered as placer land::, under chapter 6 

of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read 

twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. (for Mr. Brice) introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 

184) authorizing the Smithsonian Institu to eS hn = 
e 


the Exposition of Gas —_ and fp nat to be 
Madison Square Garden, New York City, January 27 to February 
6, 1897; wnich was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. BLANCHARD submitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the sundry civil ap on bill; which was 
—— to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 


Oregon submitted an amendment intended 
oe ee ee ietee aici antl cn which was 
ree ttee on Indian and ordered to be 
INDEBTEDNESS OF PACIFIC RAILROADS. 
On motion of Mr. GEAR, it was 
That the tations of the Treasury Depertgeant regarding 
aches of the Caton and tral Pacific railroads 
extra caplenal Gt pena be peedie eth atieeae ech 
UNPAID ALLOWANCES OF CENTRAL PACIFICO RAILROAD. 
On motion of Mr. GEAR, it was 
Ordered, That the unication f: the A 
comm’ rom cting g.creditel on 


ury a statement of the G allowances 
ths books of the Wressers of the United Baste tothe Oat 


Toad Company 2 for services w lines, together 
interest upon amounts at ann 
eden esas _ ts the rate of 8 per cont per um tothe 


ANACOSTIA RIVER FLATS. 
On motion of Mr. McMILLAN, it was 


Ordered, 500 extra copies of the memorial of the East W. 
gens’ Assccintion, relative to ths veplunating a0 tae dale of ee Dense 
, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


ble with the public interest, to transmit to the Senate such information as 
the State De 
the United 
Spanish forces at Corredena, in the Island o 


the resolution, if there be no objection. 
Mr. HAL 
lution? 


in it? 
not incompatible with the public interest.” 
be read 





DEATH OF CHARLES GOVIN, 
Mr. CALL submitted the following resolution; which was read: 
Resolved, That the President be requested, if in his opinion not incompati- 


rtment has relating to the death of Charles Govin, a citizen of 
tates and a newspaper ee from violence by the 
Cuba, during the present year. 


Mr. CALL. Iask the Secretary to read a letter in support of 
What does the Senator ask be done with the reso- 


Mr. CALL. I ask that it be pont. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It is merely a cali for information. 
Mr. HALE. Has the resolution the usual discretionary clause 


Mr. CALL. It has. The resolution has the usual clause, “if 
I ask that the letter 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Jonzs of Arkansas in the 
chair). The letter will be read. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


Ksy Wast, Fua., December 19, 1896. 
our kindness to pass a resolution in case 
of my brother Chas. Govin, American and correspondent of the Equa- 
tor Democrat, of this city, who was hacked to pieces by the Spanish forces 
under near Habana, in the place called Corredona. There is 
full information of ease in the State Department. In the name of an 
American mother, for the honor of our country and the sake of humanity, I 
ask you toinvestigate this case and help us in this matter asa good American. 

l remain, yours, very truly, 2 howe 
.M. GOVIN. 


P. O. box 247. 
Hon. WILKINSON CALL, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the resolution? 
The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and 


My Dear Str: I would like of 


THE INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. 


Mr. BUTLER submitted the follewing resolution; which was , 
referred to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate: 7° 

Resolved, That a special committee, to consist of three Senaters, be : 
appointed and hereby instructed, through a subcommittee or otherwise, to 
inquire into the feasibility of applying the principle of direct legislation 
through the initiative and referendum to the legisiation of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, and to report to the Senate at this session, by bill or otherwise, the 
results of said inquiry; and that for the purpose hereof the committee be 
authorized to sit in the city of Washington, or any other city of the United 
States, and to employ such clerical aid as may be necessary. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRupDEN, one of_ his secretaries, announced that the President 
had on this da ores and signed tie act (S. 2889) to aid and 
enco the holding of the Tennessee Centennial Exposition at 
Nashville, Tenn., in the year 1897, and making appropriation 
therefor. 

UNION PACIFIC RAILWAY TRUST NOTES. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. Yesterday I introduced a joint resolution 
(S. R. 182) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to take up 
and pay the Union Pacific Railway Company's 6 per cent trust 
notes, and making an appropriation for that purpose, which I 
asked to have lie on the table. I now desire to have the joint res- 
olution read at length, and I wish to make a brief statement in 

to thesame before its reference. 
e VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved oa the Senate and House of Representatives, etc., That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed to pay to the holders of 
the Union Pacific way Company's 6 per cent trust notes the amount 


due thereon, and take possession of the bonds and stocks now held as security 
for said notes, said bonds and stocks being the property of the Union Pacific 
aie Company. 

Sc. 2. That for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act the 
sum of $10,000,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appro- 
priated out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, I wish to call the attention 
of the Committee on Pacific Railroads, to whom I desire to have 
the joint resolution referred, to certain facts in connection with 

matter. 

I am of the opinion that the Union Pacific Railroad was not and 
is not insolvent, inasmuch as previons to its going into the hands 
of receivers its income was sufficient not only to pay the operating 
Sars, but all the interest upon its indebtedness except that 
which it owed the Government. Nevertheless a floating debt was 
created for the express purpose, im my opinion, of securing the 
securities of the coinpany which now are collateral to the trust 
notes issued for the floating debt. 
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In 1891 the company issued its 6 per cent gold notes for $8,500,000, 
or at least the principal and interest amounts to that sum at the 
present time, and deposited bonds and securities of the Union Pa- 
cific Kailroad, the bonds and securities of the branch lines of the 
Union Pacific Railroad, with Morgan & Co. to secure these trust 
notes. 

The notes have been past due for two years. The interest has 
been unpaid, I understand. It is now proposed on the part of the 
owners of these notes to foreclose upon the securities, organize a 
corporation that is tohold the securities, issue bonds to the amount 
of $10,000,000, and issue $5,000,000 of stock, and deliver the stock 
to the people who take the bonds and furnish the money to pay 
these ounk notes, the stock to be given as a bonus with the bonds, 
without any consideration being paid for the stock whatever. 

Their apparent purpose is to get possession of the bonds and 
stocks of the branch lines of the Union Pacific Railroad. These 
stocks and bonds amount to $93,000,000 and are worth on the mar- 
ket to-day from $35,000,000 to $40,000,000. Yetitis proposed tosell 
them to pay these trust notes, to get ion of the branch lines, 
and then, in case the Government takes the main line of the Union 
Pacific Railroad, divert the branch line to the Northwestern or 
other roads which nearly parallel the Union Pacific, and greatly 
decrease the property and the security of the Government. 

It seems to me that any business man under these circumstances 
‘would step in and protect his interests, and it is the duty of the 
Government of the United States to step in and protect its inter- 
ests and redeem these securities, to pay the trust notes, to take 
these stocks and bonds, for in case we take the property (and it 
seems to me likely that we shall take the property of the Union 
and Central Pacific railroads) these branch lines will be abso- 
lutely essential. The money of the Union Pacific Railroad has 

yone into their construction—$30,000,000 or $40,000,000 of it. 

‘wenty-eight million dollars of these securities are bonds, most of 
which are worth par, and over $50,000,000—yes, $65,000,000—is 
stock of the branch line, the Oregon Short Line, and other lines 
builtas feeders to the Union Pacific Railroad. 

Now, unless this matter is attended to at once, there is no ques- 
tion but that these people will carry out their scheme of securing 
control of the branch lines, so as to divert business from the main 
line of the Union Pacific Railroad to other lines, greatly decreas- 
ing the value of the property against which the Government has 
issued its own bonds. 

There is no mention that I know of inthe report of the commit- 
tee with regard to this asset and no notice taken of it, and yet 
it is one ef the most important assets the Government has. An 
advertisement has been placed in the Wall Street Daily News, 
signed by Mr. G. Moore, Mr. James W. Alexander, and Mr. John F, 
Adkin as a committee for the purpose of carrying out this project. 

Mr. PLATT. Who are they? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I understand this committee represent the 
estates which control the Union Pacific Railroad, which have 
made great fortunes out of the management of the road, and have 
so managed the property as to swi-idle the sinking fund and pre- 
- vent.the Government from securing its pay, and have discrimi- 

nated in such manner against the people they have served as to 
cause great scandal in relation to theseroads. But the same peo- 
ple who pro to carry out this plan of diverting this property 
ar? the people in reality who control the Union Pacific road to-day; 
and a part of the plan was a failure to pay interest on the first- 
mortgage bonds of the road. although the revenue was sufficient 
to pay the interest, so that the appointment of receivers would be 
necessary. and the receivers appointed are men in the interest of 
men who controlled these roads at the time of their appointment, 
and the receivers refused to use the revenue for the payment of 
interest on these prior bonds for the purpose of complicating this 
question and better facilitating the means used to defeat the claim 
of the Government inst this property. 

Mr. GEAR. May I ask the Senator a question? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Certainly. 

Mr. GEAR. Can a receiver pay any money without the order 
of the court? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Iam notcertain that he can or can not. 

Mr, GEAR, It is the general rule that where a receiver is 
er by a court, he is governed by the instruction and order 
of the court, and that he must pay in accordance with the order 
of the court. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The same people who controlled these 
roads previous to the appointments of receivers have succeeded in 
getting the receivers they want. The people who controlled the 
road before the receivers were appointed and failed to pay this 
interest, although the roa“s eurned the interest, followed up the 
same policy. They have not — to the court for the payment 
of the interest. ey do not desire to pay it. They propose to 
control this question. It seems to me it is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to pay off its first indebtedness, to 
pay off the trust notes, to take possession of these roads, and take 


y 
roads to the greater 
serve than the men w operated 


in this reorganization scheme. 
ask the Senator a 


Mr. 
= fact that upon — operated 
or transportation and passengers are 
than upon roads ted by 
Mr. PETTIGREW. Iam 
tion, and I shall be glad toanswerit. In the first 
it would be well for the Government to take 
roads and Our 


tion of 


bl. 
. 1 believe that it would be far better. 

I will now answer the second 
In some of the countries of E 
rates are higher than they are on 
States. But, Mr. President, 
this country complain 
makes the corporations 
places; it is discrimination and rebates and 
in violation of law, combinations and pools, 
viduals advantages over their neighbors 
advantages over oompeaes towns. 
than anything else. the people of this 
the rate was the same to everyone, and 
that every man had an equal and a fair 
existence and in competition for business, the laints 
— against the railroads of this country would be far less 

ey are. 

Mr. PEFFER. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Certainly. 

Mr. PEFFER. I wish to inquire whether the Senator from 
South Dakota desires to be understood as that in countries 
where the government as a government excl 
roads the rates are higher than they are in this 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Insome of them 
this country, upon a mil 
In Australia they are hi 
country. In Austria, I unders' 

is higher 


the ss rates for 

the United States. Some of the European coun’ 
debt and the roads are operated for the of 

debt. However, I think that in Austria is not so m 

after, and that therefore the rates in read cog dy less than 
they are in the United States. I understand that a 
rates are ret much different from what they are here. it is in 
Italy, and so it is in France. 

Mr. GEAR. May I be allowed to state to the Senator that 
ordinary in the United States are less than they are in any 
other country in the world? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I think not. 

Mr. GEAR. It is the case, I will say to the Senator. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I think not. I think it will be found ona 
thorough examination of the question that the rates in the 
States arenot lowerthaninanyothercountry. Take, for 
the roads in Austria, and the rates have 
If you would take an average of the highest rates 
rates, they would be fully as high as they are 
The rates for third-class passengers are much less than 
in this country, and the rates forsecond-class are 
than they are in this country, while the rate 
gers is very much higher than it is in the United States. 

Mr. GEAR. I will call the attention of the Senator 
accommodations. . They are far inferior in those countries 
accommodations in the United States, and they are such 
American people would not submit to. Thatisa 
tory. 

"Then there is one other statement I wish to make. It 
borne in mind that the Populist at St. Louis declared 
favor of the Government own aa wae, Itisa 
of well-known information that party the 
a just closed in arate ke — ° 

ion reparing a statement ive public 
could railroads than 
that when they 


, but that is a 
tand, 
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vate corporation, and it is a matter of 
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said the est place that it was uot so much protest against | The statement referred to is as follows: 
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Snake Ri e Railroad Company. ..... 


: ity, Mr. p 
of a transcontinental line. Here is an opportunity to try the 
experiment and at the same time the interesteot the Gov- 
ernment by a y the Government itself. If 
— ae are, and if it does not give peace ad pros 

to yous? serves, we can very easily afterwards dispose 
of the property and reconsider our action. It is at least worth 


What has been our experience with railroads? The railroads in 
the United States perhaps clamor more loudly than anyone a 
against | ion which shall in any way interfere with 
and yet they of all others undertake to overturn the very funda- 
ee principle of Anglo-Saxon civilization in claiming that 

tition is killing, and therefore they ask to be allowed to | Omaha 

pont: ine, so as to destroy competition. The great trunk lines west 
of Chicago are in com When their re tatives are 
laced on the stand they testify that they are not, but the evidence 
losed thatthey were. This was tes testimony taken last fall toshow 
that these lines were in combination to control business and control 
rates, and distribute the proceeds of the profits of their unlawful 
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Mr.PLATT. Mr. President, the very interesting remarks which 
the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PerTiGREew ] has made should, 
I think, convince the Senate that its duty is to consider a matter 
which has been so long delayed and which the Senator from Iowa 
[Mr. Gear] has so often attempted to have considered; that is, the 
proposition to settle with the Government the debt of the Union 
Pacific and Central Pacific Railroad companies. It seems to me 
that there is no question before the Senate or before the country 
raore imperatively demanding attention than this question. 

I make these remarks because several years ago—I think as long 
ago as 1887—the Senator from Maine — FRYE} will perhaps cor- 
rect me if lam wrong—I was for a short time on the committee 
to investigate the relations between the Government and these 
railroad companies. A report for a settlement was then made by 
the committee. I went off the committee soon after that; but from 
that time to the present the committee on the relations between 
the Government and the Pacific railroad companies has been try- 
ing to obtain consideration in the Senate and in the other branch 
of Congress of this important question, but it has always in some 
way been postponed. 

The Government now has a debt against these two railroads 
the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific Railroad, amountin at 
the present time, I think, to something like $115,000,000. at 
seems to attract the attention of no one, and it is in imminent dan- 
ger of being lost by delay and by inaction, and it seems to me that 
the request which the Senator from Iowa, the chairman of the 
Committee on Pacific Railroads, made early in this session, that 
this matter should receive the consideration of the Senate, and 
which he renewed yesterday, is not only a reasonable request, but 
one which ought to receive objection from no quarter. I can not 
understand why it is that we have been so utterly indifferent to 
the question of whether a debt to the Government of over $100,- 
000,000 should be secured, if possible, or lost; and I hope, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that when the Senate reconvenes after the recess it may 
address itself to this matter first of all. 

T am not now familiar with the subject. Ido not know thatthe 
method proposed forthe settlement of these claims and the security 
of them is the best that could be devised, but I know from the re- 
port of the committee and I know from the remarks just made by 
the Senator from South Dakota that it isa matter which we ought 
not to trifie with and neglect any longer. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
joint resolution introduced yesterday by the Senator from Mis- 
souri [Mr. VEstT]. 

Mr. MORGAN. Before that is done, I desire to hear the joint 
resolution of the Senator from South Dakota read. 

The Secretary again read the joint resolution. 

Mr. MORGAN. I wish to inquire of the Senator from South 
Dakota whether it is his purpose to refer the joint resolution to a 
committee? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Idesireto have the joint resolution referred 
to the Committee on Pacific Railr jads. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then, Mr. President,in connection with that, 
I wish to state that so far as I am concerned, as a member of that 
committee, the subject of this resolution is entirely new to me. 
The committee have never taken it into consideration so far as I 
know, though I have not been present at every meeting, and the 
last meetings the committee held last spring I was unable to 
attend. 

The statements made by the Senator from South Dakota are 
very strong, broad, and very earnest, and doubtless he must feel 
enttrely able to sustain them. If they can be sustained, they show 
a state of affairs in connection with the administration of the 
Union Pacific Railway which develops, as I conceive and as I 
understand, a fraudulent combination among certain persons in- 
terested in what are called the branch lines of that railway to load 
down those branch lines with debt, so that they may be absorbed 
by capitalists; and if the result should be that the Union Pacific 
Railway, when it is finally disposed of, should not fall into the 
proper hands, then these gentlemen by combinations and arran 
ments among themselves can unite these branch roads with the 
Northwestern system, and thereby make a road paralleling the 
Union Pacific, which would deprive it of its traffic advantages. 

I think that no single mind is capable, without, perhaps, a devo- 
tion of as much as a year of time to the investigation of the laby- 
rinth of fraud and rascality which has attended the administration 
of these two railroads in the West, to understand and to explain 
to the Senate or to the people of the United States the true and 
full history of that saturnalia of fraud which has occurred in 
regard to these two railways. 

hen the foundations of those roads were laid, as soon almost 
as they an to be built, in fact before they began to be built, 
there was developed in the eastern part of the United States what 
was called the Credit Mobilier, that seemed to have infested the 
atmosphere even of Congress, and more recently, within the last 
few months, there has becn developed a twin brother of the Credit 
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Mobilier in the Central Pacific establishment, which has carried 
on the same processes, by the same methods of bribery and cor- 
ruption, and to the same results that have inflicted upon this 
country and upon that system of railroads such terrible 

I do not know, Mr. President, that we shall ever get to the bot- 
tom of that; I do not know that it would be for the welfare and 
peace and name of this coun 


really be probed to the bottom; but I 


fhe danger and the load of debt that 
imposed upon the Government and people of the U: 
Developments have been made and the record of the 
by sworn witnesses is on the files of the Senate and 
to its order and is before the country, and 
think he can escape any responsibility for what 
in reference to those railways. There will be no covering up, 
hiding out, no shrinking from contact with the su 
pao it is repulsive and unpleasant. It will all 
© assaults made to-day upon the connected with 
these branch lines of the Union Pacific Railroad by a Senator in 
his place demands of the Committee on Pacific Railroads that they 
should investigate it; demands of that committee, inasmuch as 
the time of this session is very s that they should occ 
some portion of the holidays in in that matter and 
making a report upon the accusations made by the Senator from 
South Dakota as to whether they are to be sustained or whether 
he is mistaken in his charges; and I propose to ask, as a member 
of that committee, that we shall sit in vacation and that we shall 
investigate this subject. 
Mr. PLATT. The committee have authority to do that now. 
Mr. MORGAN. Itis said that the time is short for the con- 
sideration of this measure, and the Senator from Connecticut 
ees Piatt} has called our attention very properly to 
tthisis a very ag matter, a 
of debt against the Government of U: 


enormous charge upon the peopl 
that that debt Be now rapidly maturing, in fact on 


January, now close at hand, a very large part of 
He calls attention also to the fact that the Committee 
Railroads have on frequent occasions endeavored to get 
before this body upon reports of bills made by them concerning 
oVery shortly after th organization of the Select 

ery y after the 
Pacific , of which I had the honor then to be appointed a 
member, and have remained on the ever since, the com- 
mittee of the Senate and the Railroad Committee of the oth 


House—I forget its precise eae 
identical bills to both bodies. two bills were 
one relating to the Union Pacific and the other 
Pacific Railway, if I remember the record 
the bills w were reported to each House were 
their terms. It was a very remarkable fact that one 
under the control of the ocratic party and 
under the control of the Republican 
ber of the Committee on Railroads 
the report of those measures. Th 
ber, the Senator from Maine who 
endeavored to call up, and did call up, 
and the bills, and endeavored to 
wee Mr. Huntin objected 
should be incorporated into one, or, at all events, that 
be considered together. That objection 
was laid over, because the time was short for the 
the measures. Frora that time to this the committee 
re bill stl ves See ee 
ent Congress. e have frequent hearings, 
hearings from a syndicate of b from Germany, repre- 
sented by an honorable attorney from New York by the name of 
Stetson, who was here for the purpose of assisti 
dicate in getting a bill passed to put the control of an American 
railroad, and run it, in German interests. es 
Various propositions have come before us in reference to each 
distinct road, until, after a while bination bet 
seems to have been formed which produced a bill in each House 
which was satisfactory to the majority of the committee of the 
Senate andI believe a majority of the committee in the other 
House. These bills are now pending, and one of them is the bill 
— the honorable chairman of the committee is now urging 
or 


consideration. 
Some members of the committee, Mr. Seah obhoctlon to 
bill for one reason and some for another, which ons, I 


F 
att 


rf 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 


presented by a very bright and astute lawyer, and he seemed to try 
to work out the right or the power to make the Government of the 
United States a party defendant to the suit, upon the idea that the 
Congress of the United States, in according the priority to whatare 
called the first-mortgage bonds, had also accorded to the courts 
jurisdiction to determine that pete and to administer it. I 
think I should not have much difficulty with the sound lawyers 
of this body upon a proposition of that kind. I do not think any 
man yet has ever acquired the right to sue the United States by 
inference from its transactions. I understand that that right can 
not be exercised against this great sovereignty otherwise than 
through a law constitutionally enacted. 

Mr.GEAR, Thereis no doubt, I imagine, in the Senator’s mind 
as a lawyer that the Government could waive its right by an act? 
Congress could do so? 

Mr: MORGAN. Of course. 

Mr. GEAR. Then the doubt remains whether by -the act of 
1864 the Government did or did not waive its rights. That is the 
point as towhich some of my legal friends in the country and also 
some in this body differ. 

Mr. MORG The gentleman who presented that point 
seemed to be entirely satisfied, after a few inquiries were made as 
to the foundation of his proposition, that he was resting on very 
slight grounds. At all events, the Attorney-General, in whose 
keeping the statute places the control of this property, has never 
gone into court and made himself a party; and he never will do 
so, in my judgment. I hope he never will. So we have rights 
which lie behind any power of a court of fureclosure, that*are 
fixed by statute, conclusively fixed, and the Attorney-General, 
before he could get his consent to submit the rights of the Goy- 
ernment of the United States to the adjudication of a Federal 
court, would have to repeal a half dozen statutes on our book, 
including the charters of these companies themselves. It would 
be a tremendous assumption of authority on the part of the Attor- 
ney-General if he should undertake such a universal repeal of 
statutes as would become necessary in order to deprive the Gov- 
ernment of the United States of rights which have accrued by 
forfeiture. 

There is a good deal of misapprehension about this point, and 
perhaps I might take a moment to state what it is without under- 
taking perhaps toremoveit. There seems to be a misapprehension 
prevalent in the minds of very good lawyers who have not looked 
carefully into the statutes that, because bonds and mortgages are 
out, any court having jurisdiction of a mo e foreclosure 
can exercise its power to take this property under its control and 
administer and dispose of it according to its judgment, E 

In the charter of these two railroads and in various measures 
which have become laws since that time there was fixed in favor of 
the United States that which has never been surrendered; that is to 
say, a strict statutory lien upon this property which differs from 
“a mortgage toto clo, and the condition upon which the pro rt 
was to pass into the hands of he United States was suc that if 
the corporations failed to comply with certain nee of 
the act, amongst which is the payment of these bonds, the whole 
property of the er © forfeited by operation of law. 

Mr. v EST. Will the Senator from Alabama, in connection with 
the statement he made in regard to the appearance of the Govern- 
ment in this suit, be kind enough to state what he understands b 
that part of the President’s m which, according to my ae 
lection—I have not turned to it—is to the effect that unless some- 
thing is done by Congress in the very near future the executive 
department will take steps by the ist of Jan , 1 believe, to pro- 
tect the interests of the Government. Now,I understand that 
the only way in which the Government can do that is by inter- 
pleading in tke per.ding suit. 

Mr, MORGAN . The Senator from Missouri asks me to inter- 
pret the President's message, but in all Egypt there was but a sin- 
gle man, and he was divinely inspired, who could interpret the 
dreams of Pharaoh. I suppose the Senator from Missouri can 
interpret that message if anybody can, but I do not stop to try to 
do it. 

What I conclude about it is that the President has found him- 
gelf in possession of a supposed authority to dispose of this prop- 
erty on and after the ist of January, when a very large part of 
these bonds wiil fall due, I understand, and the companies are 
expecived to default in the payment of them, Whether he had his 
mind fixed upon the enforcement of that lien according to statu- 
tory requirement and a agencies provided by the statute 
as a part of the duty of the Executive of the country, or whether 
he had his mind fixed upon the supposed power of some court to 
foreclose the mortgage, as it is called, in some pending suit, I do 
not know. 

But I was about to state, and I will proceed with my statement 
that this statutory lien covers all the property of every kind and 
character, real, nal, and mixed, in action or in possession, 
equitable or Spal, of these railroad corporations at the time when 
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the default was committed; and the statute creates a forfeiture— 
mark the word—a forfeiture of that aap | into the rightful 
or on of the Government of the United States, 
Mr. T. ill the Senator from Alabama permit me to ha: 
that portion of the President's message read? I only quoted i 
from ee: 
Mr. MORGAN. I wish the Senator would excuse me from dis- 
cussing the message, because I am not now paying any 
to its statements, 
Mr. VEST. Isimply desire to ascertain, because a aga 
of very great public interest, whether there is an 
the Government inte as the Senator is or 
that he hopes there is not. course I will not interrupt his re- 
marks if he desires that I shall not. 
Mr. MORGAN. The Government can notinterplead in 
if tie heen Gen mk interpleader heouee the 
e rhney- e an , he cuts 
of transcontinental railroads in two, and one end of it 
interpleads about it, ae other in the air. I can not sup- 
pose that the President of United States ever that 
that would be the national policy, or that he would indulge him- 
self in any conjecture or ruminations about it. 
Mr. VEST. There is a suit pending. 
ate. ORGAR. The suit pending is in regard to the Union 
acific ‘ 
ME: EEE 8 sons a pending te roger th Cnt P 
; A one is pendi to ae 
cific; and yet Congress designed those two roads to be one system, 
and when we abandon that design we may as well throw to the 
wind all our interest inthem. So 
it would be better if they had nev 
should be converted into engines f: 
I will proceed now. Here is a forfeiture of all 
these rai companies for conditi 
of the bonds and for failure to. com 
tions. What is the result of thatf 
of the statute, the possession and o 
the United States. There is no.in 
act is necessary to vest the title; no action 
sary. Hence we have empowered the 
States in the “ae statute, and we ha 
zation through the Secretary of the 
session, to e possession, of this 
Government. On the happening of that 
happened or whether it may hereafter 
companies after that have no more 
— covered we Saws hee I = 
ty ceases ani termines —— oe 
ens af ths Uniaed Osos tenmcmanedlae the 
of the 
and subsequent laws, to take possession of it, to 
sine one See whether the President or 


of it. Co 
ted as the agent for that 
question, that prop- 


a court is 
Now, if lam right in my attitude on 
erty belongs to the Government of the United States to-day, or 
ill belong to it when the first eee The remain- 
on. duty 5 guendly Se Cone it shall be dis- 
posed of. Numbers of te , whose attention has 
not been riveted upon this su and whose special duty it has 
not been to investigate it, have from time to time that the 
Government of the United States by no means whatever ought 
own this property, and they have seemed to suppose that it 
require some new ation in order for that ownership to 
eos ‘cngantonl 's oeecidign ae ie cama 
companies were a 
mogety 3s the Government of the United States 
made 

possessi 


United States which I for one do not 

hold that vantage ground in virtue of 

the roads have been built, and we can 

you want to buy those roads yon have 

with everybody else. Bring up your 

desire to sell them. If we do not wish 

these offices here; go hence, and we will 

a set of directors, authorized already by the acts of 
tion, and those directors shall be 

ernment of the United States. We will not create a 
to take charge of these roads; we will not 
Department in the Governmentof the U: 
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ee ee 
of aj with ermine on his shoulders 
ole the ‘Congress of the ‘United 
States, who shall 

directors, and use all of the corporate powers as they now exist or 
as they may be conferred by acts of for purpose of 

ing the companies out of debt. 

ay if oar dividend to its ctovchelders it is good 
pany, if it can pay a its stoc prop- 
sty, and that to Rees ub tee tam on thts finer will Gamy, ox, Whe 
does, I have the proofs to show that the fact is as I have stated it. 
As to the other road, the Union Pacific, it has now in reserve, as 
I am informed—I do not state it positively, because my informa- 
tion may be somewhat indefinite about it—money enough to pay 
interest on its first-mor bonds, and thus to upset the suit for 


the foreclosure, the basis of which is its failure to _—— interest 
on the first- bonds whenever that money is applied to the 
declared p of the suit. Itis holding on there now by the 


urposes 
aio toe der it b tee eppticath f th to the 
ip from under it by the ion of the mone payment 
Gf Uno fntereab Gh thes Genie eal he entinaehiahs a Chews, 


to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, which I have proposed and 
shall offer to the Senate in regard eneely oh of adminis- 
tering this . Ithink I shall be y able to demon- 
strate that with the assistance of the Government of the United 
States, such as we are obliged to give now in meeting the Gov- 
ernment bonds and in taking care of what is called the prior lien 
upon it, with no greater latitude of legislation or committal of the 
Government to responsibilities, we can do just what we are com- 
pelled now to do, and save this . rty a the creditors, the 
the people. 


eign institutions or foreign experience. Our Government is sup- 


e, for the le, and by the 
ty over Gonumeeen ot Ghee nited 
to be os potans oh oll tees = 
supposed to quite com imes to see that t. 
equity, and justice oe ene any of 
our Government, and particularly of a public trust, i 
is a great public trust. i cieies wedliienie how te trent ann 
have been created, or what duties the Government of the Uni 
States may have assumed in regard to public or private 


are on the statute books. I propose todo is merely to 
out such results as are ung in ir constitu- 
tionality and their propriety. I do not wish to the laws 


i 
ef 


would be ere eae eee ae 
tight to do so, unless you su to this or that 
the other in respect to taxation or soon leno 


rT 
s 
g 





made at a time when there was no obstruction. I for one, sir, 
am to surrendering that power into the hands of any set 

men. It is a trust, a great national public trust for 
beneficent and wise p , and it seems almost as if it were a 


opportunity to 
powers which were then unquestioned for the benefit of this great 
aed the Atlantic and the Pacific coasts and the people 
, and all the © in the intermediate sections of country. 

It is a great public trust. Connected with it is the right of the 
Government of the United States to carry its armies, its muni- 
tions of war, its supplies of every kind, its officers, its mails, 
through over these roads and to control the telegraph lines upon 
them. There is one single item in this matter which I think would 
convince any American who was considering the rights and the 
future prosperity of this great land that we can not afford to 
place these railroads in private ownership, and especially in the 
ownership of a foreign Susman syndicate like that which was ad- 
vyocated by Mr. Stetson before the committee. Wecan not afford 
to do it. hat item is that? It is the supply of our steam navy 
the Pacific Ocean with coal. Sir, if we had the Nicaragua 
Canal, which in my estimation is one of the groatest enterprises 
with which the Government could possibly be connected, in pass- 
ao coal ships through that canal and up the coast of Mexico 
California, and and Washington, they might be taken 

in ured, interrupted by any enemy which we might 
find on the high seas. How important is it, therefore, that the 
Government of the United States should have the ability at its 
own will and pleasure, without the interruption of commerce or 
the consent of any private interest, to put t roads ander con- 
trol of its military authorities at any moment that it chooses to do 
so for the purpose of supplying coal to a fleet in the Pacific Ocean. 
Does an here su that Great Britain, who absolutely 
owns the r part of and controls the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way, would ever give up her power over that railway to the extent 
of . to d upon private consent, or private license, or 
ivate 


a 


pri , or law suits which might intervene before 
she could transfer her troops or munitions of war. her coal sup- 
lies and provisions, across through Canada to the Straits of Fuca? 
Erreat Britain has coal in Vancouver. She has plenty of good 
ing coal there, but she has Esquimalt between that coal and 
the Pacific Ocean, and we have nothing. Whether we can find 
outside of Esquimalt a location on which to build fortifications 
to hold that fortress in check, no man has yet reported. I 
have inquired of many, and I can not find out that we have such 
a@ position. I dare say we have not got it. But the single item to 
ch I call attention, the absolute necessity of having these 
railroads at all times under the control of the Government of the 
United States, is so impressively im t that I can not at least 
shut it out from my thoughts, and [I can not consent—I never 
could consent—to abandon the control of the Government of the 
United States over this property into private hands, especially if 
they are foreign hands. 

v: ident, am I not right in saying that in the United States 
to-day there is not a railroad 200 miles long, perhaps not one 100 
— long, = — of oan is = virtually in the hands of 

oreign ? Am I not right in that statement? An Ameri- 
can stockhe der in an American railroad would be a curiosity who 
ought to be put in the side show of a circus. 

rt. G May I interrupt the Senator from Alabama? 

Mr. MORGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. GEAR. The Senator from Alabama is undoubtedly look- 
“~% information. 

. MORGAN. Lam. 

Mr. GEAR. The Senator states that he thinks there is no rail- 
road 200 miles long in this country which is not owned by foreign- 
ers. I can cite him a road seven or eight thousand miles long, 58 
per cent of the stockof which is owned by women in this country 
and 78 per cent of the stock of which, including the ownership of 
bone women, is owned as trust funds by colleges and similar insti- 


Mr. MORGAN. Who own the bonds? 
Mr. GEAR. The bonds are owned like any other paper. They 
are owned wherever they may be held. They are largely held, [ 


tional | will state for the information of the Senator, by the people of this 


aga the road is a dividend-paying road. 
Mr. RGAN. If you will point out tome the men who own 
the bonds, I will tell you the men who control the road. 

Mr. GEAR. Not necessarily; not in the case of a dividend- 


pa road. 
ur MORGAN . There is no question about it. 

Mr. GEAR. They control the road only when the road defaults 
in dividends, and this road has never defaulted. Therefore the 
bondholders have nothing to do with it except to cut their coupons. 

Mr. MORGAN. § they havenot. I would like mightily 
to believe that they have not. 


AQ2 


But, Mr. President, there are very few dollars put into the treas- 
uries of railroads in the United States after current expenses are 
settled for that do not go abroad. Iam not complaining of it. I 
regret it. I think the people have been very foolish about it, but 
still itisso. Iam not going to complain about it, or anything of 
that sort; but still, in looking out for the preservation of the 

owers that Congress now possesses over these railroads, I must 
= permitted to cast my eyes in the direction from whence comes 
the real control of the railroads of the United States; and when 
we have got one of them that we can keep our hands upon, I'am 
in favor of doing it. 

Mr. President, these two roads have cost the United States an 
immense amount of money. We have had to pay the interest 
upon these bonds straight along for thirty years without any 
recoupment or recovery of the money excepting possibly some lit- 
tle driblet in what is called the Thurman fund in the Treasury. 
When we come to settle this final account, we can not get interest 
on ‘that interest; we shall have to take it straight, and with a 
great reduction, very likely; perhaps there will no collection 
at all. 

Who has paid this money? The ple of the United States 
tributary to the roads. These men who control these roads have 
been dealing with money that has been extracted from the people 
without a full consideration, largely without justice, when you 
come to reach the equities of the account. These roads have cost 
the people of the United States enormously, and I do not see an 
reason why Congress should get so disgusted with the frauds that 
have festered in these companies as that they will turn their backs 
in holy horror upon the question and say, let us march out of it 
and throw the people’s rights to the dogs, and tax them still more 
to pay this debt. 

No, sir; let us take care of these ple. Let us take care of 
them now and in the future, as to their present rights and their 
prospective rights. Let Congress march up for once in its exist- 
ence squarely tothe duty of taking care of the people, for there is 
not one dollar of this money with which we are dealing that has 
not come from the pockets of the people, and there is not a dollar 
rs it that will not come from the pockets of the people in the 

uture. 

These railroads have been built without drawing upon the pri- 
vate purses of the men who built them for a single dollar. They 
claim to be the holders and owners of property valued here ata 
Jow rate, $90,000,000, but in fact far cnviotan this low estimate. 
These men have acquired this property, and they have got their 
fangs upon it, and it has never cost them a dollar out of their 
pockets up to to-day. And they have grown enormously rich in 
the use of the money of the —_ After the roads have been 
robbed to the satisfaction of the most gluttonous of the misers of 
the world, they were alleged to be bankrupt, and all of that money 
has come out of the pockets of the people. 

I for one am for holding on to the powers that we have got over 
these roads until we can again earn it and pay the people out of 
debt. They can doit. There is no trouble about it. Over that 
railroad I would not be heard to deny that the Congress of the 
United States, with the powers reserved in these charters, had the 
authority to fix the rates of toll. If these people are ever robbed 
by high rates under the plan I have proposed, it will be because 
Congress will consent to it. There is no occasion for doing that. 
On the contrary, it is our duty to see that they are not robbed. 

More than that, Mr. President, the administration of those rail- 
roads in the hands of an honest power such asCongress would be, 
will seta precedent and establish an example for the management 
of other railroads in the United States that will force the respective 
State railroad commissioners to bring them square up to the line 
and make them dotheir duty. We will demonstrate under this ad- 
ministration that it is wi the reach of the powers of law and 
correct administration to accomplish such a grand result; and 
having done that, we perhaps will have done more to disentangle 
this Gordian knot that we are now trying to cut with the sword 
of this bill than we could ever do under other circumstances. 

I would not have the Government of the United States manage 
this railroad as a part of its administrative system. I would sep- 
arate the management of it as far from the powers of the Execu- 
tive as the management of a railroad is separated from the power 
of the executive when it is in the hands of a judicial receiver. 
One or the other has to do it, or else we must huddle this property 
up together and putit up at auction. Who is going to buy it? 

hat American can buy it? You may take all the grand estates 
that have been accumulated out of these railroads in the past and 
that now look like towering, hanging gardens of royalty above the 
sary“ of the people, and coin them into money, and they can not 

nay them. 
Whaereet this property is sold at auction it will be bought 
abroad, mark you. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. May I ask the Senator from Ala- 
bama a question? 
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Mr. MORGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. The Senator a moment ago re- 
ferred to his plan, as I understood him, and to certain results 
which would follow the plan of the Senator from Alabama. Will 
the Senator be kind enough to state what = he 

Mr. MORGAN. The plan is develo n the ution of in- 
struction which is on the Calendar. I have not had it sent tothe 
committee, but all the members of the committee have seen it. It 
qcnsion of Comgeeas upon Sale cakisels nani ik salt oan Sitios 
session 0 ngress upon subj t my m 
because I happened accidentally to fall upon it after Pay nlm 
decisions of the Supreme Court and the of a number of gen- 
tlemen of very great ability, particularly of California. I am 
informed—I hope it is true—that a ttee of the most intelli- 
gent and enlightened citizens of California are now a 
substitute for this bill, following in some 
that I have suggested, which I hope to be to get here in ti 
for its discussion before the bill is passed. 

I myself do not want to take an hour for delay, but I do not 
want hasty consideration. I want the opportunity I now enjoy 
as a Senator to look at this su in the of truth, 
sincerity, honesty, and la when I have done so to 
come to my conclusions about it, without reference to whether it 
is going to enrich one man or impoverish another, ore always, 
that the general great body of the ° a8 must be for oaler 
the administration of this road. ecan not abdicate that duty. 
Whatever you may do here, as long as I live and have the power 
of expression, I will the t of the Congress of the 
United States to subordinate and subject the people, particularly 
of the Pacific Coast and the in country, to the will of 
incorporators, men of power and wealth, who may — 

is road. Let us stand by the people. They are the life of 

this country. There is nothing in America that is worth con- 
pees all except the character and rights of the American 
ple brought in contact with the resources which a benevolent 
Prose placed within their reach. Let us stand by these 
le, see that they are not wronged, that the powers of justice 

ill exist, that its strong right arm is not shortened, neither is it 
weakened; that the sword of justice is not dulled by any seduc- 
tion. Let it fall where it is destined to fall. Let those who have 
sinned be condemned, but let the righteousness of the people 
prevail against iniquity through the action of their servants in 


Congress. 

This is all I care to am upon the sub; now. 
bring it to the attention of the Senate, but I did not t to do 
it to-day, until the resolution of the Senator from South Dakota 
seemed to make my remarks Pee 

Mr. GEAR. Mr. President, I do not wish to discuss this ques- 
tion. Iam very glad, however, that it has come up incidentally 
through the remarks and the resolution offered by the Senator 
from South Dakota. It is evidence to me that it is a desire 
on the part of the Senate to take up this important measure. 
The conditions that surround the case are simply these: Nine- 
teen million dollars of bonds have matured 
the ist duy of January. Between now and January, 1898, forty- 
one million more dollars of Government subsidy bonds wi! 
have matured, which it is incumbent on the Government to 


PThe attention of Congress is called to this question imperatively 
by the President of the United States and by the Secretary of the 


Interior, and also by the ae 
dent of the United States says = has 


perative position that the duty 
1887, to protect in some way the 
Congress shall fail to act upon it. 
in = event _—. ye of the Uni 
to the act of 1887 we can simply imagine. 
the time has come when some action 


on this matter. The other branch of I 
~~ days in January for the ‘Mnvusaion of the bill 


fall 


specific plan, but they on 
or any c , bu are 
desire to have dean for the interest of 
the large amount of money,$1i5, 
transaction. Personally, for m 
opposed in toto to the policy and 
buying and os roads. From we from 
experience of other countries (which Senator says is no guide 
for us) the results are not favorable to Government ’ 
because such roads are more expensive than the in this 
country. 
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operate a road is 
concerned, I think nobody will deny that the Government has the 
ight, because it is a ple of law which every lawyer under- 
stands and which y a should understand that 
in times of exigency and of natio: peril the laws are subordi- 
nated to the action of the Government, and it has a righ 
possession of any road in this country and te it for the benefit 
of the Government when the i the case are such as to 


uire it. 
*{nd, as I said before, I am very 


In so far as the right of the Government to 


hold, and then, after getting possession of the stocks and bonds, 


to form a and issue the bonds of this corporation for 
$10,000,000, to issue $5,000,000 of stock of this new corporation 
which is to be di among the people who take the bonds, and 


furnish the money as a bonus without paying one cent for it, 
and thus create a corporation, with a million and a half dollars in 
its treasury in excess of pone ee trust notes, that shall control 
these branch lines. They to control these branch lines 
through this corporation and hold a million and a half of dollars 
in the treasury, so that they can pay assessments, etc., and de 
those thi necessary to manage pro . In other words, 
they will have a ration owning and controlling absolutel 
eee sum 0 4 = a sang dollars the ee 
an nds amounting 000, now the property of the 
Union Pacific road. a 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from South Dakota will 
ad. The hour of 2 o'clock having arrived, the Chair lays 


suspen 
before the Senate the order. 
> The Secretary. A (8. 1012) to prevent the desecration of 
the national , 
Mr. G GER. Iask unanimous consent that the special 
order be laid aside operat 
The VICE-PRESID . cet cairn it is so ordered. 
Mr. GEAR. I will state for the Ser ae 
oO 


Senator from South Dakota that if there is a quoram @ com- 
mittee present d the holidays, all the ma he refers to will 


be fully inv ; 
The VICE-P’ ENT. The Senator from South Dakotawill 


Mr. PETTIGREW. Now, Mr. President, these people propose 
to get control of this $13,000,000 of stocks and bonds which control 
the branch lines of the Union Pacificroad any of 
the rights and interests of the Government. stocks and bonds 


Stas pee noon — cna wpa 
hands of a receiver when it was solvent, and so possession 
thaan Hnen-teithee deiienh nd tin tmaorests of tee heretenaen ta 


| 





MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A m from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J, 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, erdbnatooy power the House had agreed 
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 9753) making 
appropriations to supply urgent deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and for prior years, and 
for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 4281) granting a pen- 
sion to George Johnson, of Lenox, Iowa. 

The message further announced that the House requested the 
Senate to furnish to the House a copy of the Senate amendment 
to the bill (H. R. 1261) for the relief of John Kehl and to restora 
him to his former rating, to replace the original copy of the 
amendment, which has been lost. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
the enrolled bill (H. R. 9753) making appropriations to 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1897, and for prior years, and for other purposes; and it 

was thereupon signed by the Vice-President. 

CONSIDERATION OF PENSION BILLS. 


Mr. GALLINGER. There are on the Calendar eight pension 
bills. It will take but a few minutes to consider them; and as 
these are very deserving cases, I ask unanimous consent that the 
bills be now considered. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from New Hampshire? The Chair hears none. The 
first pension bill on the Calendar will be proceeded with. 


WILLIAM F. JOHNSON, 


The bill (S. 2184) granting a pension to William F. Johnson 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
ag x the name of William F. Johnson, a crippled son of Robert 

. Johnson, late of Company E, Eleventh Regiment New Jersey 
Volunteers, on the pension roll at the rate of $25 yer month. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I move to amend the bill by striking ont, 
in line 7, before the word ‘‘ dollars,” the word “twenty-five” and 
inserting ‘‘ twelve.” 

Mr. ELL. What is the bill? 

Mr. GALLINGER. The bill was reported adversely, I will say 
to the Senator, and was afterwards reconsidered and placed on 
the Calendar. It is in behalf of the son of a soldier who is en- 
tirely helpless, helpless from childhood; but it proposes to pension 
a child at $25, when our ruleis $12. Isimply move an amendment 


The 


it $12. 
Mr. OCKRELL. Then the bill ought not to have been re- 
ported adversely? 
Mr. GALLINGER. That was a mistake, I will say to the Sen- 


ator. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Jonzs of Arkansas in the 
chair). The question is on agreeing to the amendment of the 
Senator from New Hampshire. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

SAMUEL D. GILMAN. 

The bill (H. R. 7127) granting a pension to Samuel D. Gilman 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 

lace on the pension roll the name of Samuel D. Gilman, late of 

e Straffard Guards, New Hampshire Volunteers, and to pay him 
a ion of $50 per month. 

@ bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ELEANOR L. CURTISS, 

The bill (H.R. 5710) granting a pension to Eleanor L, Curtiss 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. it proposes to 
place upon the pension roll the name of Eleanor L. Curtiss, widow 
of Warner H. Curtiss, late captain and provost-marshal of the 
Sixth Congressional district of Iowa, and to pay her a pension of 
$12 ae oot and $2 per month additional for each of her two 
chil dux: ug minority. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY COLLINS. 

The bill (H. R. 158) granting a pension to Mary Collins was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension roll the name of Mary Collins, mnother of John Collins, 
late of Company D. Sixteenth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer 
Infantry, at the rate of $12 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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GEORGE WILLIAM HODGDON, 


The bill (H. R. 8890) granting a ion to George William 
Hodgdon was considered as in Co ttee of the Whole. It pro- 
es to Fann on. the pension roll at $12 per month the name of 
orge William Hodgdon, permanently helpless son of George W. 
Hodgdon, late of Company D, Fourteenth Regiment New Hamp- 
shire Volunteers. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LYDIA BOYNTON FERRIS. 

The bill (H. R. 1511) for the relief of Lydia Boynton Ferris 
was considered as in Commitiee of the “Whole. It proposes to 
place the name of Lydia Boynton Ferris, daughter of John Bo, 
ton, who was a soldier in the war of 1812 in Capt. Joseph Mo: 's 
Company, Vermont Militia, from September 12 to November 80, 
1812, on the pension roll and pay her a pension of $12 per month, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS. ANNA WEDEL. 
The bill (H. R. 5782) granting an increase of pension to Mre 
Anna Wedel was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 

roposes to place upon the pension roll the name of Mrs. Anna 
Ww Vedel, widow of the late Dr. Henry R. Wedel, assistant surgeon 
of the Fourth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, at $20 a month, and 
to pay her a pension at that rate in lieu of the pension she is now 
receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS. KETURAH WILSON. 


The bill (H. R. 7500) to grant a pension to Mrs. Keturah Wilson, 
widow of J ae Wilson, deceased, was considered as in Committee 
of the Whoie. ees to place 7 the pension roll the name 
of Mrs. Keturah Wilson, formerly of Madison County, Ky., and 

widow of James Wilson, deceased, late a private in Captain Stone’s 
Comtnnnss Mounted Volunteers, First Kentucky Regiment, Mexican 
war, and allow her a pension at $8 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and pee 

Mr, GALLINGER. There are three or four bills which have 
been reported from the Committee on Pensions this mo: 
which I should like to haveconsidered. They are bills which 
provoke no discussion, and I ask unanimous consent that na 
may be now considered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is thereobjection to the request 
of the Senator from New Hampshire? The Chair hears none. 

GEORGE W. TAYLOR. 


Mr. COCKRELL. While the Senate is waiting until the bills 
to which the Senator from New Hampshire refers are brought in 
from the Secretary’s office, I ask unanimous consent for the pres- 
ent consideration of the .*Ul (H. R. 6608) to remove the charge of 
desertion from the military record of George W. Taylor. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs with an amendment, in 
line 8, after the word “ discharge,” to insert ‘‘as of date May 1, 
1865;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the vi eet ees and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to remove Pearse om ounies against George 
W. Taylor, late of Osnoeny we Be A oy third Regiment Ilinois Vol- 


unteer Infan’ ar ee and to issue to said 
George W. as a certificate of honorable eas of date May 1, 1865. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The biil was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 
The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
PATRIOK RAINEY. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I now ask unanimous consent for the pres- 
— consideration of the bill (H. R. 2328) for the relief of Patrick 

ney. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs with an amendment, in 
line 7, after the word “discharge,” to insert “as of the date of 
J = s 23, 1868, on account of minority;” so as to make the bill 


as of the date 
of January and iasae on tee Saat ~~, 


The amendment was 


agreed to. 
f eee ae 
ment was concurred in. 


The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to 
read a third time. - 


The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
MARGARET A, KIDWELL. 
Mr. Soamumaetian I now ask that the bills to which I referred 


wire A be considered. 
ESIDING OFFICER. It will be so ordered, in the 
absence of ob om. 


R. 3118 A. Kid- 
Se 


in. 
The amendment was ordered to be engrossed —— bill to be 
read a third time. 


The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
AUGUSTA TULLER. 
The bill (H. R. jerddye fom) mw gg 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 


= ae ait, os SS Se va Bevo nate of Augusta Tale, 


The bill was reported to 

The bill (S. 5) eee to Ella D. ee 
sidered as in Committee of 
shire Volunteer Infan 

PETER BUCKLEY. 
ee 
in Committee of the 
ittee on Military Affairs with an 


Senate without 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
the pensi ll the of tila Dr ¢ a 
e ion ro name 
rah ue 
The bill wae reported to the 
Mr. HAWLEY. 1lask unanimous consent for the present con- 
There being no ain te Senate, as. 
Whole, the bill, Vitih het tote 
eacetnen. 
line 9, after the date ‘‘ 1861,” to strikeout “ with the pay and emolu- 
without pension or other 


x 


sow Weioumat sian 
amendment, ordered 

ELLA D. CROSS. 

Cross, late lieutenant-colonel of the Fifth 
Senate without amendment 
to be engrossed for a third reading, eOtetbtaenerbbeneh. 
sideration of the bill (S. 2855) to correct the military record of 
to consider 

by the 
ments due him at that date ’and insert “ 


allowances;” so as to make the bill read: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the 
ized and @ directed to to cause the 
oS 


eave from the 
ber of Company E, of the Eleventh 
= an honora be 


i 


F ee 


seers 


$20 or $30 on the man. 
words ‘‘ without pension 
cares about, I 


g 
ge 


or other ” because 
is to cure his record. He is 


c 


out the words “ with the and emoluments due him 
at that date” be re} ” 


Mr. HAWLEY. Now, I move at the end of the bill to insert 
the words, ‘‘ without pension or other allowances.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 












The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. WOLCOTT, I renewthe motion made by the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. Mii1s}, that the Senate proceed to the consideration. 
of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After twenty-six minutes spent 
in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 8 0’clock and 
8 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned, the adjournment under 
the concurrent resolution of the two Houses being until Tuesday, 
January 5, 1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 





Mr. HAWLEY. eee will make the record cor- 
rectly this time. I the clerk of committee made a mis- 
take in drafting the amendment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed, 
LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF EDWIN DE LEON, 


Mr. PASCO. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 2268) for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Edwin De Leon, deceased, late consul-general of the 
United States in t. 

There being no 0 yn, the Senate, as in Committee of the 


Whole, proceeded to consider the bill It that $479.11 be 
paid to the legal represeatatives of Edwin Te Lenn. deceased, late 
consul - al of the United States in t, by the Secretary, 
being the balance due him on ee of his official accounts 
by ~ First Comptroller of the ury of the United States of 
America. . : 

Mr. MORGAN. What “Secretary” is referred to there? The 
bill says “the Secretary.” I call the attention of the Senator in 
charge of the bill to the fact that *the Secretary” who is to make 
the payment is not officially designated. 1s the Secretary 
of the was intended. I do not, however, offer any 
amendment to the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I suggest that the words “‘ by the Secretary” 
be stricken out. They are useless. 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes. 

Mr. PASCO. The bill was reported by the Senator from Min- 
nesota [Mr. poe 

Mr. C ELL. I move to strike out the words ‘‘by the 

Mr. PASCO. Very well; let those words be stricken out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Secretary. In line 6, after the word “Egypt,” it is pro- 
posed to strike out “ by the Secretary.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

WATER SUPPLY OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (S. 1823) to amend an act a ved July 
15, 1882, entitled ‘An act to increase the water y of the city 
of Wash , and for other ae 

The P’ ING OFFICER. there objection? The Chair 
a and the bill is before the Senate as in Committee of 

The oe to read the bill, but before concluding 
was ag: 

Mr. T TE. Io to the further consideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana inter- 
poses an objection to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the Senator from Indiana, before the 
bill goes over, to allow it to be read through, if he has no objec- 
tion. 

Mr. TURPIE. Ihave no objection to the bill being read for 
information. 

- The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading of the bill will 














NOMINATIONS. 
Emecutive nominations received by the Senate December 22, 1896, 
RECEIVER OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 


Lewis E. Whitcher, of Highmore, 8. Dak., who was appointed 
July 28, 1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be receiver of 
pe c moneys at Mitchell, 5S. Dak., vice Richard D. Welch, 

eceased. 










PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 


Adjutant-General’s Department. 

Capt. Arthur Lockwood Wagner, Sixth Infantry, to be assist- 
ant or with the rank of major, November 17, 1896, 
vice Gilmore, promoted. 

Quartermaster’s Department. 


Col. Charles Greene Sawtelle, assistant quartermaster-general, 
to be Quartermaster-General with the rank of brigadier-general, 
August 19, 1896, vice Batchelder, retired from active service. 

First Lieut. Carroll Augustine Devol, Twenty-fifth Infantry, to 
be assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain, August 21, 
1896, vice Booth, promoted. 

First Lieut. Thomas Cruse, quartermaster, Sixth Cavalry, to be 
assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain. 

First Lieut. Daniel Edward McCarthy, quartermaster, Twelfth 
Infantry, to be assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain. 

First Lieut. John Thornton Knight, Third Cavalry, to be assist- 
ant quartermaster with the rank of captain. 


Subsistence Department. 


First Lieut. William Herbert Baldwin, quartermaster, Seventh 
Cavalry, to be commissary of subsistence with the rank of cap- 
tain, October 14, 1896, vice Scott, retired from active service. 

First Lient. David Legge Brainard, Second Cavalry, to be com- 
egg” heen ere with the rank of captain, October 14, 1896, 
vice der, promoted. 


Pay Department. 


Capt. Allan Hyre Jackson, Seventh Infantry, to be paymaster 
with the rank of major, November 17, 1896, vice Robinson, retired 
from active service. 































CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate December 22, 1896. 
PROMOTION IN THE NAVY. 


continue. Capt. George H. Perkins, United States Navy, retired, to be : 
- . ge bee gerne: the of the bill. | commodore in the Navy, on the retired list. er 
S eecaaanai ving been read, it may remain PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill has been read at length, Quartermaster’s Department. 
and goes over under objection. 


Lieut. Col. William Burton Hughes (since deceased), deputy 
uartermaster-general, to be assistant quartermaster-general with 
e rank of colonel. 
Lieut. Col. Augustus Gilman Robinson, deputy quartermaster- 
general, to be assistant quartermaster-general with the rank of 


SAMUEL BURRELL. 
Mr. MILLS. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 
Mr. CULLOM. Will the Senator withdraw his motion until I 


can call up a bill, which I am sure_will not lead to discussion? | colonel. 

It is a bill to remove a charge of desertion, which has heretofore; Maj. John Vincent Furey, quartermaster, to be deputy quarter- 
ssed the Senate. My e (Mr. PALMER] was interested | master- with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

in it, but he isnot Maj. Lewis Cass Forsyth, quartermaster, to be deputy quarter- 


Mr. MILLS. I Sade my motion. 
Mr. CULLOM. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
seneaee of the bill (H. R. 2320) for the relief of Samuel 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. it to remove the 
charge of desertion now on the records of the War Department 
pede Waste wt pee a os Bares 
olun an an 
charge, to date from A 8, 1868; he shall receive no or 
allowance by virtue of this act. =r 


master-general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

Capt. Charles Alfred Booth, assistant quartermaster, to be quar- 
termaster with the rank of major. 

Capt. William Samuel Patten, assistant quartermaster, to ba 
quartermaster with the rank of major. 


RECEIVER OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 


Lewis E. Whitcher, of Highmore, S. Dak., who’\as appointed 
July 28, 1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be receiver of 
| public moneys at Mitchell, 8. Dak., vice Richard D. Welch, de< 


eel 
Ss 
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INDIAN AGENT. 
Joseph Emery, of Salinas, Cal., to be agent for the Indians of 
the Klamath Agency, in Oregon. 
PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Adjutant-General’s Department. 
Capt. Arthur Lockwood Wagner, Sixth Infantry, to be assist- 


ant adjutant-general with the rank of major, November 17, 1896, 
vice Gilmore, promoted, 


Quartermaster’s Department. 

Col. Charles Greene Sawtelle, assistant quartermaster-general, 
to be Quartermaster-General with the rank of brigadier-general, 
August 19, 1896, vice Batchelder, retired from active service. 

First Lieut. Carroll Augustine Devol, Twenty-Fifth Infantry 
to be assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain, al 
21, 1896, vice Booth, promoted. 

First Lieut. Thomas Cruse, quartermaster, Sixth Cavalry, to be 
assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain. 

First Lieut. Daniel Edward McCarthy, quartermaster, Twelfth 
infantry, to be assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain. 

First Lieut. John Thornton Knight, Third Cavalry, to be assist- 
ant quartermaster with the rank of captain. 

Subsistence Department, 

First Lieut. William Herbert Baldwin, quartermaster, Seventh 
Cavalry, to be commissary of subsistence with the rank of cap- 
tain, October 14, 1896, vice Scott, retired from active service. 

First Lieut. David Legge Brainard, Second Cavalry, to be com- 
missary of subsistence with the rank of captain, October 14, 1896, 
vice Alexander, promoted. 

Pay Department. 

Capt. Allan Hyre Jackson, Seventh Infantry, to be paymaster 
with the rank of major, November 17, 1896, vice Robinson, retired 
from active service. 

POSTMASTERS. 

James C. Brophy, to be postmaster at Shortsville, in the county 
of Ontario and State of New York. 

John E. Brennan, to be postmaster at Highland Falls, in the 
county of Orange and State of New York. 

Charles Trimble, to be postmaster at Grenada, in the county of 
Grenada and State of Mississippi. 

John A. Homeyer, to be postmaster at Richmond Hill, in the 
county of Queens and State of New York. 

Marvin D. Fisher, to be postmaster at Spencer, in the county of 
Tioga and State of New York. 

John E. Cannon, to be postmaster at Andover, in the county of 
Allegany and State of New York. 

Edward J. Shanahan, to be pestmaster at Amsterdam, in the 
county of Montgomery and State of New York. 

Charles S. Powell, to be postmaster at Freeport, in the county 
of one and State of New York. 

illard Peck, to be postmaster at Hudson, in the county of 
Columbia and State of Nz # York. 

William M. Moss, to oo eowageomg: at Bloomfield, in the county 
of Greene and State of Indiana 

Leander Wright, to be postmaster at Amityville, in the county 
of Suffolk and State of New York. 

Benjamin M. Tasker, to be postmaster at Fort Edward, in the 
county of Washington and State of New York. 

Miss Felicie Louise Delmas, to be postmaster at Scranton, in the 
county of Jackson and State of Mississip PPh 

Mary A. Mitchell, to be postmaster at Batesville, in the county 
of Ripley and State ‘of Indiana. 

James A. Frost, jr., to be postmaster at Orleans, in the county 
of Orange and State of Indiana. 


HOUSE CF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, December 22, 1896. 
The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. Coupen. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 


JOHN KEHL. 
Mr. LAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to present a privileged reso- 


lution, the cbject of which is to authorize a reengrossment of a 
bill the ee — which has been lost. 

The SP. R. e Clerk will read the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That H. R. 1261, a billfor the ht John Kehl and to restore 


him to his former rating, is hereby ordered poems’, and that the 
copy be delivered to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. LAYTON. I submit another resolution relating to the 
acme subject. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to 
House a copy of the Senate amendment to 
John Keb] and to restore him to - former ra’ 
copy of the amendment, which has been lost. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


ALICE GARD, 


Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana. I asi unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of a private bill. 
on, the bill will be read. 


The SPEAKER. Subject too 
The Clerk read as follows: 
<. se rng pe tar 
it ted, et Secretary of terior here 
authorised and and dir ted to place on the pension subject tothe provisans 


and limitations ores the pe laws, the name of 
Hancock County, Ind., at the rate of $50 per month. 

The amendments reported by the Committee on Invalid Pensioys 
were read, as follows: 


the last vote was laid on the table. 
RAILROAD ALIGNMENTS IN INDIAN TERRITORY. 
Mr. PENDLETON. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill which I send to the desk, 
a through the Indian Territory to’ change 


ali 
Pell was read, as follows: 


SS Oe te ered on 08 ee he ee eee ae. 
mtitled ‘An act to to railroad in 
Territory ditional sewer tc aman Caan — 
tS sees. te. That the act ack pacned of Dee Dink heaton of the Pitty 
ley atin pore to ss Riaietaipieiie 
ries Se ~ <n ppepeaene 3 grounds” be amended by adding 


this bill contains any to the 

which this proposed tight is to be > clavelted. 

is desired to change a grade or straighten a curve at some time 
within ten or twenty years now, would the right to do so 
exist, o is there a limitation of time within which this xightmast 
be exercised? : 

Mr. PENDLETON. I believe the bill, as drawn, embraces no 
limitation of that kind, and I believe that in the States there is no 
such limitation in operation. 
ritory, as to which all legislation 
gress. Some of these roads were 
of them built hastily. In some 

ent of the road between 
of de themselves. If 
regards i ronda pewter! 
to an amendment to that effect. 











Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. that 
ity of this kind ought not to be ted to be exercised at a dis- 
tant future time, when that country may be well settled and the 


ee 

Mr. PENDLETON. That is a question which did not occur to 
es ee Te eee , and I am sure the 
committee would be, to have the in the manner indi- 


cated. 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota, I have not such an amend- 
ment written out now, but I should be very glad to see the bill 
amended in that er 

Mr. PENDLETON. I will say to the gentleman that I will 
interpose no objection to the amendment, and will see that the 
amendment is put on in the Senate. It never occurred tome. I 
have no objection whatever to it. 

Mr. JO IN of North Dakota. I will be satisfied with that. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

r. offer an additional amendment to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Amend by adding the follo at the end of line 3. 
Provided, however, That uo rallroed aeoopting the benehits of this act, and 
Re act ene emand, or receiys a mg of 
ra passenger fare than mile, under penalty aif, 

yecovered at the instance and for the benelit of the party ured thereby.” 


Mr. LITTLE. Mr. 
the amendment that as 


any, @ road which was built in 1872 through the Indian country. 

t now charges 5 cents a mile for passenger fare. No other - 
road operating in the Territory is authorized to do that. All of 
the charters granted by Congress since 1872 limit the rate of fare 
to 3 cents per mile for passengers. Itis the p of the amend- 
ment to limit any railroad company accepting benefits of this 
act to a tariff rate of 3 cents a mile for passengers. 

This matter was brought in committee. The committee 
were not unanimous in favor of the bill; a a was in favor 
of the amendment. But it seems to me that d road, which 
has had the use of this country since 1872, t not to be given 
this additional advantage over the other which now enter 


the Territory. : 

pt per yd ett Phew the line of the Missouri, Kansas and 
Texas road are subj to this higher rate of fare. Travelers 
on any other route except that are onl whe. <n to pay 8 cents. 
Sir, if a man lives across the line of the tory and on the 
road, he pays only 3 cents in the Indian country, while the man 


who resides inside the line pays 5 cents per mile for going the same 


distance. 
This charge is an unjust exaction upon the people of the Indian 
Territory. right gives to this railroad company this special 


— It is wrong; it is unjust to other com: there, and 
‘ME: PENDLETON. Mr. Speaker, in reply to the gentl 
r. . Mr. . gentleman 
from Arkansas, I wish to say, first, that. all charters granted 
through the Indian Territory must eee eens by 
Congress. The Missouri, Kansas and Texas , it is true, 
is the only road which has not the 3-cent limitation fare per 
mile placed on its rate. But the circumstances sur- 
rounding the Missouri, and Texas are exceptional. In 
the first place it was built, at an earlier period than any other road 
and consequently at a much ter expense. In the next place, 
it runs through the Indian Terri the entire distance from Kan- 
sas to the State of Texas, making a longer distance of un table 
road for this line to operate than any other road in the Territory. 
Now, that road does not earn one-half as much mile in the 
Indian Territory as it earns in the adjacent S It is per- 
fectly willing and would be glad to reduce its rates at any time 
or J srritory is converted into a regular Territory or made 
8. 
Mr. LITTLE. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him 
for a moment for a question? 
Mr. PENDLETON. Certainly. , 
, the om. aa if any 
enjoys 
Mr. PENDLETON. I have already stated that no other road 
does. I alsostated that no other road has such a large number of 
miles to operate in the Indian Territory as the Missouri, Kansas 
and Texas. The other roads simply pass through or cut off a cor- 
ner of that country. TheSanta Fe road runs down through Okla- 
homa and cuts off a small corner of the Chickasaw Nation. The 
San Francisco road cuts off a small corner of the Choctaw Nation, 
but the Missouri, Kansas and Texas runs all the way from Kan- 
i 250 miles eee to Ee ; 
e ve power to do what the gentleman wants to 
— Saas t it does not seem to sae to be we Sak exercise of 
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Again, if, under the decision of the courts, a railroad company 


has the right to levy and collect enough tolis for the operation of 
its road and pay interest on its bonds and dividends on its stock, 
if we reduce t 

the event that the operation does not pay enough to cover the 


6 rate for this road in the Indian Territory, in 


—— I have named, then it can go into Kansas or up into 
uri or Texas and raise their schedules on the people there 
to a sufficient extent to make up for the losses in the Indian 
Territory. 

So, from the standpoint of policy, I do not believe that itis desir- 
able. Mr. Speaker, while I should like to have this question set- 
tled on its merits, i will not make any point of order. I believe 
the amendment is not in order, because not relevant to the bill. 
But, as I say, I shall not make the point of order, but simply dis- 
cuss the question upon its merits. 

Mr. LITTLE. . Speaker, I desire only to say, in response to 
the gentleman in charge of this bill, that this railroad has had the 
benefit of the best traffic through the Indian Territory and the 
benefits of a trunk line running through that Territory. In all 
the surrounding States they are allowed to charge, I believe, but 
8 cents, and there can be no reason, it strikes me, founded upon 
— why this Indian country and its industrious citizens should 

made an exception. This road runs through the richest coal 
fields in the In Territory, through some of its largest towns, 
and it has an immense traffic from that Territory. I can not con- 
ceive any reason why this — rivilege should be given to 
this company. The ‘Frisco Rail , entering at the city of Fort 
Smith over the Winding Stair Mountain, the roughest 
route in all the Territory. The road under consideration has a 
sweep of the prairies, with an inexpensive line, ina great measure. 
It has had exclusive privileges for years in that country, and now, 
with a population of 400,000 people, it seems to me that it is 
uitable and unjust to them to allow this exorbitant tax, 
which is more than they charge in any of the adjoining States, 
and more than any other railroad company in that Territory is 
allowed to char, Lask it in justice to the inhabitants of that 
country that this exaction be removed. What I ask is a right 
that is accorded to every citizen of that country as far as every 
other railroad is concerned and so far as the citizens of the States 
are concerned. This road has enjoyed greater privileges than any 
other road in the Indian country, and it ought not to object to 
this simple actof justice toward the people. I ask that the amend- 
ment be adopted. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question 
on the bill and amendments. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The committee amendments were agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. LirtLe}. 

The question being taken, the Speaker announced that the noes 
seemed to have it. 

On a division (demanded by Mr. LitTLz) there were—ayes 37, 
noes 51. 

Accordingly, the amendment was rejected. 

The bill asamended was ordered to be engrossed and reada third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. PENDLETON, a motion to reconsider the 
last vote was laid on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Piatt, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed bills of the following titles; 
in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

A bill (S. 8214) to authorize Joseph J. Kinyoun, passed assistant 
surgeon of the Marine-Hospital Service, to accept a medal from 
the President of the Republic of Venezuela; 

A bill (8. 3840) authorizing Herbert H. G. Pierce to accept a 
medal from the Russian Government; 

A bill (8. 3865) to authorize Commander E. 8S. Houston, United 
States Navy, to accept a ae of the Emperor of Germany; 

A bill (S. 3863) to authorize C. E. Marr and E. H. Pierce to 
ar from the Canadian government; 

A S. 3364) to authorize Lieut. Col. W. H. Forwood and Dr. 


cones . Penrose to accept certain testimonials from the Argen- 
tine ernment; 


A bill (8. 3866) to authorize Admiral T. O. Selfridge, United 
States Navy; Capt. G. H. Wadleigh, United States Navy; Lieut. 
Commander E. H. Gheen, United States Navy; Paymaster J. B. 
Redfield, United States Navy; Lieut. J. J. Hunker, United States 
Navy; Surg. D. N. Bertolette, United States Navy, and Ensign 
R. L. Russell, United States Navy, to accept medals presented to 
them 7 the Russian Government; 


A bill (8. 2897) to amend section 2743 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States, concerning the examination of drugs; 
A bill (8S. 71) for the relief of the Catholic church at Macon City, 


0.; and 
A bill (S. 3252) to increase the pension of Esther Brown. 
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The message also announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendment bills of the following titles in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested: 

A bill (H.R. 4281) granting a pension to George Johnson, of 
Lenox, Iowa; and 

A bill (H. R. 9753) making appropriations to supply urgent de- 
ficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year Gofing une 30, 
1897, and for prior years, and for other purposes. 

The message aiso announced that the Benate had agreed to the 
ainendment of the House of Representatives to the bill (8. 337) to 
refer the claim of the owners of the brig Tally-Ho to the Court of 
Claims. 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills were 
taken from the Speaker's table and referred as follows: 

A bill (8. 8366) to authorize Admiral T. O. Selfridge, United 
States Navy; Sams. G. H. Wadleigh, United States Navy; Lieut. 
Commander E. H. Gheen, Uni States Navy; Paymaster J. B. 
Redfield, United States Navy; Lieut. J. J. Hunker, United States 
Navy; Surg. D. N. Bertolette, United States Navy, and Ensign 
R. L. Russell, United States Navy, to accept m presented to 
— by the Russian Government—to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

A bill (S. 3865) to authorize Commander E. 8S. Houston, United 
States Navy, to accept a portrait of the Emperor of Germany—to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

A bill (S. 8364) to authorize Lieut. Col. W. H. Forwood to ac- 
cept certain testimonials from the Argentine Government—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

A bill (S. 8868) to authorize C. E. Marr and E. H. Pierce to 
accept testimonials from the Canadian government—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

A bill (8. 3340) authorizing Herbert H. D. Pierce to accept a 
medal from the Russian Government—to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

A bill (8S. 8252) to increase the pension of Esther Brown—to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (S. 8214) to authorize Joseph J. Kinyoun, passed assist- 
ant surgeon of the Marine-Hospital Service, to accept a medal 
from the President of the Republic of Venezuela—to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

A bill (8. 71) for the relief of the Catholic church at Macon 
City, Mo.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

A bill (S. 2397) to amend section 2748 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States, concerning the examination of drugs—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


And then, on motion of Mr. BrivaHam, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union for the further consideration of the legislative, executive, 
and judicial appropria*‘on bill (H. R. 9648), with Mr. Hepsurn in 
the chair. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, before we proceed to the gen- 
eral debate, which for the remainder of the hour is under the con- 
trol of my colleague [Mr. Brosrvus], I wish to state that several 
gentlemen have me, last ev: and this morning, if unani- 
mous consent could not be given for leave to print the 
with reference to the sev sections of the bill. 
a it Boat desired a, e sae cate a, bill to-day, and it 
will abbreviate the te, ially on civil-service paragrap' 
of the bill, and enable us to close the debate at a much earlier 
moment, if this leave isgranted. I therefore ask unanimous con- 
sent for that privilege. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I to the gentleman that that motion 
can properly be made only in the House, because the Committee 
of the W hole, strictly s , have no control over the REecorp. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I Cane it is to make the motion 
in Committee of the Whole, if there is no objection. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I sball in no objection, but only sug- 
gest that in the strict sense the ttee of the Whole has no 
power over the REcorp. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opinion that the com- 
mittee can not grant the leave. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If that is the opinion of the Chair, I will 
withhold the request until we are in the House. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I now yield to the gentimaan from Tennessee 
[Mr. Greson]. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Chairman, I rise to express some opinions 
in regard to the civil service and to call attention to what seems 
te me to be some of the defects of that service as now constituted 
“Tame ei th of the proposition that t tional 

ce the truth of ' on wo na 
parties are necessary to the welfare, if not to the isto Ae te 


remarks 
I would state 


country—two 
there will seldom be a majority of ; 
a 
in both Houses of Congress, and culdom = Poesthent caaan 


the people. 
TWO GREAT PARTIES NECESSARY. 


In such an event the President will be elected by the House 
es — —— all nena teen a0 could a be 
combines, and often, use of money 
of Federal patronage. We have haa cae Pusdibenhabaieet by 
House, and the cry of ‘‘ bargain, sale, and corruption ” tha 
raised over that election has not yet ceased its echuings 
‘oe Po ge of our —s 
e want no repetitions that experience. 
know that our country would not stand the 
= og seep of three Pe 
majority, and a President elected ™ 
tion” in the House of popteeenneanidl cea 
no corrupt practices, do we not all know that the 
be made by the friends of the defeated candidates 
Siohsien, and having So SAE Ea 
rs, an no 
th distrast or 


they would be rega 
belly of the ple. There would be millions ready to 


them and but few to defend. . 
party, legislation would be the 


And in the absence of a majority 
result of dickers and combines between the various factions, and 
these combines would often sacrifice some States for the enrich- 
ment or glorification of other States, or would cripple or destroy 
some interests or industries in order to build a 
other interests or other industries. Selfishness would be main 
rule of political action, and the public welfare would seldom be 


Mr. Chairman, without a rr 
have no Presidents who <i clean of the whole 
nation, and we can have no Pe seven theme islati i 
satisfactory to a majority of the people. 

THE DANGER OF MINORITY PARTIES. 


oe revolutions in France and the 
Spanish-American repu eS ee 
ties. Indeed, wherever republics have fallen, their fall has been 
the consequence of es between three or more minority par- 
teavet a he ad . prone pra Fane anil when sompotied 
rom. Men ] ; w 
to choose between the two, will always choose security. 
Two great national being then necessary to the well- 
of our country, it is the part of to the grow 
and nationalization of political parties in the United States; and 
all legislation and all policies et Ser — or 
are, 
the patriotism that prompts 


to multiply small are 
however well meantand however 
em. ; 
There should be a fraternity of patriotism in all sections of our 
country, and among all ae and sects. 
men are now constituted thisnational ty can not better exist 
wherein millions of 


est together in 
ciples of national government and 
ner. 
But there can be no such ae sane 
unselfish. es ecnrotion an 
i has filled the bosoms of millions of men 


When there is no great _ 
e 


en , when ife or 
ashe 


when, in short, there is no 


To stir a fever in the blood of age, 
Or make the infant's sinew strong as steel— 


no issue that thrills like a 


call or a cannon’s roar, 
there must be other motives to incite men to political 


MOTIVES OF POLITICAL ACTION. 


But great causes of national 


the duty of to provide 
wu 

for the eatreasdinas: ore 
founder in the waves, and more 

peace than are crushed in times of war. 
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Mr. Chairman, will keep up the of our great | they seem perfect until brought into actual use, and then they are 
a who do the work? | either worthiess or a downright evil. 
the language of St. Paul: : The men who devised the civil-service law and put it in opera- 


tion were moved thereto by special cases of outrageously unfit 
appointments or grossly unwise removals. The civil-service re- 
formers began by writing down all politics as corrupt and akin 
to crime, and all politicians as scoundrels. 


THE GOSPEL OF MUGWUMPERY. 


motives to prompt them to action. are; Acting on this view, they determined that, if they could prevent 
very few—will ae — in for the intellectual | it, no man who had anything to do with politics should, with their 
leasure it other these, consent, ever hold an office himself or ever help any other person 


to get an office. They determined to elevate the office-holding 


uae ae edie is, “eam me polities class far above the reach of the politicians, and to make them 


» | pure, holy, and undefiled, consecrated, like vestal virgins, to the 
the great pc parties of our country wil break up into Nae sacred altars of the Government. 
ments indifference to public questions take the of vigi-| Some men, very excellent men in their own opinion, seem to 
lance and zeal. There can be ey without . Without | think it is rather disreputable for any man to take an active part 
captains of tens, and or of hundreds, and captains of thou- | jn politics. They seem to think it a grievous fault for a man to 
sands; and who will y be a captain without some reward | be a Democrat, and a still more grievous fault for a man to be a 
or the hope or expectation ublican, while it is but little short of high treason for a man 


thereof? 
When the life of our country is at stake, or her honor involved, 
such an issue is enough to cause all true patriots to band them- 
selves under our country’s banner; and then it is that the hosts 


to be a Populist. According to these ‘‘ honorable men” (for they 
are “all honorable men”), all truly good citizens should disdain 
to belong to any particular politi perty. but keep themselves in 


of patriotism a position to damn them all as equally bad. In their estimation 
’ CypeneRe ee none of them have any rights any good citizen is bound to respect. 

Come as the waves come According to these “‘ honorable men,” the perfect citizen isa mug- 

When navies are stranded; wump, and their main object seems to be to glorify and transfig- 

inal Git ial of our country is gloriously maintained or her ure every man who is a mugwump, and to hold mugwumpery up 


to the gaze of the American world as the beau ideal, the pink of 
perfect citizenship, and to fill every office with the beauty and the 
chivalry of eee. 

But men say to me, “ not the Republican platform favor 
the civil-service law?” To that I reply that I do not understand 
the Republican party to be committed to a civil-servive law that 

Decsesnete in and shuts Republicans out. In the South, 

after Mr. Cleveland and his Cabinet had turned almost every 
Republican out of office and put Democrats in their places, he 
extended the civil service,soas to keep them in, and kee» them in 
during life or good behavior. I want it expressly nnderstood that 
I am opposed to that sort of civil service, and I believe that the ; 
great body of the Republican party is opposed to it, platform or 
no platform. Thatisa sort of civil service that says ‘‘ turkey” 
to every Democrat and ‘‘ buzzard” to every Republican. I want 
no buzzard in mine; Christmas is too near—both Christmases, the 
church Christmas and the Republican Christinas. anh 

The civil-service law has been extended by President Cleveland 
so as to include not only all the officers and docks in all the Execu- 
tive ents in Washington, except those appointed directly 
— ident himself, ut also so as to include all the various 
officers and clerks in all the various Federal offices throughout the 
United States, with like exception. Indeed, it may now be said 
that generally every officer and clerk in Government employ is 
now under the civil service, except officers appointed directly by 
the President, and fourth-class postmasters, so that the civil serv- 
ice now includes all the men in the Railway Mail Service, all the 
clerks and mail carriers in the post-offices, all the men employed 
by the internal-revenue offices and pension agencies, all the sur- 
geons of the various pension boards, and nearly every other posi- 
tion in any Government office that can be named where the salary 
is above of a common laborer. 

Iam not one of those who look with horror upon partisanship. 
Partisanship is close kin to patriotism. A man who does not 
love his is not apt to love his country, just as a man who 


honor triumphantly vindicated. But in the ordinary days of 
peace, when ‘“ grim-visaged war hath smoothed his wrinkled 
front,” and when there is no great question to stir men to action, 
then party service becomes irksome, and if there be no reward 
there is apt to be no work. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, even a as unselfish and patriotic as 
the Populist party professes to i to condescend to dicker 
for preferment, and power; and their candidate for Vice- 
President has c that his party leaders were so keen for 
office as to sacrifice principle for the sake of power. 

It must be admitted, therefore, that a ene of politi- 
cal workers are prompted first by the hope of party victory, and 
second by the lity of obtaining personally some of the 
special fruits of that victory. The expectation of reward is a 
great incentive to action, and the expectation of office is an honor- 
Fat pragma pe that has burned in the hearts of mil- 
lions of as good men and as patriotic men as ever took interest in 
public affairs. 






ASPIRATION TO OFFICE HONORABLE. 


As I look at it, Mr. Chairman, a man has as much right to 
aspire to a Government clerkship as to a seat in Congress, and it 
is as honorable to apply for a postmastership as to be a candi- 

ae ee ee equal men, and 


one. One man has as many rights as any other man, and while 
all can not hold office, yet anyone-has the right to seek office, and 
ina thee ee like a freeman when he puts in 

“ you are for the spoils system,” I hear somebody say. 
Re tee ee ee = aadenenen There are 
no “‘spoils.” en the American vote a party into power, 
that ee that the leaders of that have been voted into 
ee wren eg ee ee eee 

a 


of that does not love his church is not apt to be a Christian. The great- 
Instead of the offices “ ” to take of them | est heroes the world has ever produced, the noblest patriots that 
is only discharging the duty by a ty of the people 


pied, ap the cause of human rights, the grandest judges who 
ever aloft the scales of impartial justice, and the wisest 
statesmen who ever laid the foundations of freedom and public 
—— were all nursed in the lap of partisanship; and let us 

careful and not allow our zeal to destroy partisanship to so 
blind us as to cause us to destroy patriotism and weaken the 
pillars of human liberty. [Applause. } 

THE CIVIL SERVICE VS. THE SPOILS SYSTEM. 

There are no “spoils” in our politics. The victorious party is 
Fae tle the duties of government, and these duties can not 
be iently discharged unless the captains of the party be put 
imto possession of the places of power. The term “spoils” is a 
misnomer, and should have no place in American political nomen- 
clature. I feel safe in saying that there is as much partisanship, 
as much favoritiam, as much tyrannical partiality now in the vari- 
ous ee Government Departments as there ever was in the 

“days of the spoils system.” And what is worse, this 

> and this partiality are now more hid from the pub- 
gaze, and is generally beyond the reach of redress. There are 
hundreds of Government employees right here in Washington, 
under the very shadow of this Capito!, who are cowed by the 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


iron hand of official tyranny, or are converted into servile flatter- 
ers by the hope of favor or the fear of official frowns. Many men 
are sure to— 

Crook the pregnant hinges of the knee, 

Where thrift may follow fawning. 

Although the civil-service law was passed to remove Govern- 
ment clerks from the effects of political prejudice and the power 
of political influence, yet it is notorious that during the present 
Democratic Administration hundreds of Republicans have been 
removed from office or put on lower salaries solely because they 
were Republicans, and that hundreds of Democrats have .been 
appointed or promoted, not because of their merits, but solely 
because they were Democrats. And nowitis proposed to sanctify 
all the wrongs done and keep in office all the Democrats thus 
improperly appointed or promoted. 

If some fitting hand would write the secret history of “ civil- 
service reform” as exhibited in our great Departments, there 
would be disclosures of official oppression, official favoritism, and 
official injustice toward the clerks there employed that would far 
exceed any of the stories of wrong under the “‘ spoils system.” In 
former days an oppressed or ill-treated clerk could appeal to his 
Congressman for redress, but now there is no appeal, and the 
poor, outraged clerk must suffer in silence or resign. 

A TRUE CIVIL SERVICE REFORM. 

{ am in favor of a thorough examination of every Department 
of the Government to the end that all inefficient employees may 
be discharged, whether this inefficiency be the result of age, igno- 
rance, laziness, intemperance, or any other vice or infirmity. * I 
have good reason to believe that there are far more men in the 
civil service of the Gevernment than are needed for the work to 
be Gone, and that this redundancy is largely due to the fact that 
this civil-service law is supposed to be a shield to protect those in 
office against removal or even against investigation. There are 
hundreds of men in the clerical service who are rendering no sery- 
ice proportionate to their compensation, and who have been draw- 
ing unearned salaries for years and years. They are, in fact, mere 
pensioners, but pensioners who have deserved no pensions and yet 
are drawing ten times asmuch as many heroes whoshed their blood 
and ruined their health on the field of battle fighting for the pres- 
ervation of our country. 

There is another wrong in the civil service I wish to see cor- 
rected. Some States have arepresentation in the civil service far 
in excess of their just proportion. I believe in equality of rights, 
equality of duties, equality of burdens, and _ ality of benefits; 
and I believe that each State and Territory should have its due 
numerical proportion of all the offices of the Government, and I 
will never be content on this subject until full — done every 
State and Territory in the Union. Becausea State is near the city 
of Washington is no reason it should have more than its share of 
the Federal offices. 

If these civil-service “ reformers” would bring their great ability 
to bear on the subject of weeding out the incompetents in the 
various Departments and thus openi vas fd way for the admission 
of men of competency and energy, and would see that each State 
and Territory got its proportion of the offices, I will gladly join 
hands with them and aid them in these good works. Phis con- 
sider a true civil-service reform, and is one of the reforms I favor. 

{ would not have every Federal officeholder kicked out of his 
office as soon as the poetry ne came into power; I would 
not have incom — men Sales the’ place of those who are com- 

tent; I would not sacrifice the public welfare for personal gain; 

would not treat the officeholders of the defeated party as public 
enemies, or, at best, as men of doubtful loyalty or questionable 
integrity or capacity. 
NO OFFICES TO BE HELD FOR LIFE. 


No, Mr. Chairman; I favor no such doctrines. The principles I 
favor are these: When a man is aeeneer to an office, not strictly 
political, let him be appointed for four years and let it be under- 
stood that he shall have the right to hold his office for four years, 
provided he makes a good eon and if he can get a reappoint- 
ment let him serve four years longer, and in certain offices, where 
special acquirements are necessary, 1 would not object to a third 
term. But as arvle, I am opposed to any man “oe an appoint- 
ive office for a longer term than eight years. I am opposed to 
persors being appointed to office for life, or holding office for life, 
whether they be as eminent as the ju of our oe Court 
or as humble as the women who wash the floors of the Capitol. 
** I? this be treason, make the most of it,” as Patrick Henry said 
in his — speech for liberty. If it be treason to oppose life ten- 
ures of office in republican America, I am ready to meet the 
charge. [Applause.]} 

Life tenure of office is not democratic, it is not republican, it is 
eas American, it is not right; it is aristocratic and monarchical. 
A monarchy is for the benefit of a few; a democracy is for the 


benefit of a majority; but a repubiic is for the benefit of all, and I | und 
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am utterly opposed to any office-holding 
sword against it, and will enter into no no pale or com 
it. Rotation in appointive offices is cal law of 
America, and not only of America, but a eeae wey d where the 
people rule and true political freedom exists. e tenure of office 
may suit monarchical England, but it does not suit republican 
America. But I am opposed to men filling subordinate clerical 
offices being removed betore their _— merely because an 
opposition party has come into I all of our officials 
not strictly ng itical should hold office not so much under any 
party as under the American e. But where an ao has 
n an active partisan I would favor an abridgment of his term 
when the ~e party came into power, ‘* for all they that take 
the sword shall perish with the sword.” 

Nor would I favor the appointment of men not qualified, I 
have no objection to an examination as to fitness, but I would not 
make that examination harder than that a su tendent of pub- 
lic area eee erat I would have yan a 
an 0} cler cover —e 
erlihenatin, ant I would not care a cent whether he could square 
the circle, tell where the island of Geefuzz is located, atate the 
- h of a millimeter, scan a dithyrambic poem, measure the 

t of a comet, or 


Sale a eNe S08 Sevite 
A hair ‘twixt south and southwest side. 


i ae 


[Laughter. } 
PARTISANSHIP AKIN TO PATRIOTISM. 
ake at Sertebho particule Partisanahip is but & ] a 
orable and patriotic p- @ prepara- 
tion for patriotism, and they who are partisans when the country 
ots wae threatens. 


is at peace are almost sure to be danger 
A man who has not enough zeal to make a ee ae 
on. He nest gaa 


have enough to make a pate eligi 
with aes ho aig f his hi his party's bl will go grander 
pride at the sight o s emblems a 
glow of enthusiasm when he bebolds the banner of his sure t 
and he who responds promptly to the call of his eileen is 
Hepa Cease ee ere 
c is 
honor those acts men who make sacrifices for the sake of the 
Se a These are the men who are sure to make still 
ter sacrifices for the sake of their when the emer- 
7 eee All honor to those a 
g up their party’s organization, and who strive through 
their party to te the welfare of the whole Without 
not have the liberties we this day enjoy. With- 
out them the cause of human rights would not to-day be so far 
advanced and so-secure in its place. Without theth tas great 
Republic would not to-day be that home and fortress of freedom 
that it is. They are the very sentinels on the watchtowers of 
liberty, and never — i by any vote or act of mine or 
dishonor, or even be the noble men che anes ao 
ahs da my country in e days that are gone, or who con- 
ge ol Bn eae tall to the peatiinomnrivees tec tian. 
I now yield to the gentleman from 
eee eae: 
had the 


shire ‘Tie ome). 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Chairman, 
near the close of the session, an amendment which 
havohien Paes wot cea ee m. Taek Gene peeeperted nese, 

ve CORD. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

FH ne eet er ete add as a new paragraph the fol 


en Need ee eas oF en sovennl ee at his discretion, 
mee ee eee toan ee eee from any canse 
eee any person now or formerly 
Government wo his opinion, was red 
the servic for eanses tot affecting his or her 
certificate of , anything 
Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, a uiry. 
Mr. eet ngs Does the sii aaaaee that to 
Mr. MoMILLIN. Was it offered yesterday, or was it simply 
read for information? 
MAN. The ree: understands that it was simply 
It was read for information, 
with the understanding that at the proper time, at the end of the 
discussion, I shall offer it. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Then the gentleman simply speaks to it 
now? 
Mr. McMILLIN. I make the point of order that it changes 
existing law. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I submit — pe sao the gentleman offered 
that SS I a my — of order ae it, and the 
erstanding then t was read simply for information. 








Mr. McMILLIN. The Chair so ruled just now. 
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PROMOTIONS. 

















The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that the purpose of | pistrict of Columbia._..__....__.. OT 2 SES Se Se ae ee 8 
the gentleman now is to simply have it read for the information | New York .-...-.---.-....--....... 70 | Connecticut --.--..-...--.....-.--- 8 
of the House. ee 5) Sapeninammuemendastareria ; 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. For information, and to be | Georgia..°-..-.-222--227-0-2 . 48| New Hampshire..........--.--.--. 5 
regarded as 7 such ae as it can es offered. Then ae Ba Bites onamnnen-n= onvannn==-e- SF | eenee rts ---.---------~--=-==--* . 
can be a chance the rules for the gentleman from Pennsyl- ee se a et ee 5 
vania or other persons to raise objection to it ee Mary rns & | Vermont Donen nee 

The : it is the purpose of the eman Giana --.......-.- --------------- 38 | Florida ................---.--+-+-- ‘ 
his amendment should now be pending, then the thinksthat | Mimourl’ 2772272227: ee : 

‘ a 2 ome bee ---e GL} BE Winns oan wh cceuiiiimean 2 
the galas Of sateeyseit now So pespeay mais but if itis offered | Tennessee .----- 2-2 Cn scohimeassn a 
simply for information, then it will not be subject at present toa | Texas ---...................--..---- 21 | Idaho ....-.......-...-.--. 2. ---- 2 
Se a ee Serna er ieemessweccnwaes Ge ee pone ancnn ewcnen nnn news ene 3 


Mr. BAKER of New Ham 


that no amendment could then be offered for consideration; that 
i: must be offered at the end of the present discussion. bhave had 


it read now for information, but 
offer it for action. 

The CHAIRMAN. With that 
will proceed. 

Mr. BAKER of New Ham 
American people would welcome 
tional nonpartisan civil service, 


should be dependent solely on efficiency and good character, I have 
nodoubt. I would vote forsuch a reform, under proper conditions, 


The Chair ruled yesterday 
i; South Dakota .................. 
NN ence wniacas 

New Mexico 


ee oi aa cemsuneaperiliee 
Indian Territory 
Arizona 






propose at the proper time to 
understanding, the gentleman 
Mr. Chairman, that the 


and gladly maintain a constitu- 
in which continuance in office 
























REDUCTIONS. 


te So 6cnctusnicencace sues 
ones meeertts ouieemaicinien an 
















had I an opportunity to-day; but that something which has been | Mlinois —---~- 2-70-2270. 202-2 96 | Minnesota 22-2 
masquerading for years in the name of civil petcem 16 not | Feeeeytveus......-.-.--.-.------- eT ee oom : 
a reform ora mene a tg wen oy we on It has never ee ae Cf 


been honest or sincere. It was 


begun in misrepresen 
been continued in deceit and calumny. It is a delusion, and lacks 
dous humbug. Without proof, but 


little if any of being a stu 


tation; it has 
















a a caine iale GR AEST EPRI PR i 
with bitter denunciation, the strictly legal system of a: tment, | Wisconsin -........................ il | South Dakota.....--.-----.-.2---2. 1 
which had been sustained by the approval of the fathers of the pene waneee cence eeeeen nee eee 3 yee! Mexico... ...........-------- i 
Republic and the practice of every “istration for more than ee Ol Sonera ssa nen & 
a century, was condemned as a ‘‘ spoils system,” and then and ever | New Jersey .......---.-----.------- N Re Sag an age 
since every one who has not approved without question the | Connecticut ---.-...-..---....--... Fen eay reAo eno -noes wenn nnve=-- 
so-called “ civil-service reform ” has been tized as a ‘‘spoils- | Yorn ee eee 8 | eee rere rsrnoneseone~ > 
man ” and denounced by all the followers of the new scheme as an | Kentucky.......---..--.--.--...... 6| Washington .------0--0-0. oo 
enemy of government. This has been done without reason | Nebraska .............---..----..-- DF IS orn nienncnn ccc cccinsccecece 0 
or discretion, and with great injustice. reer eer naneenre S — Ppp attewtennneencs <ocing ° 


On the other hand, 


the new plan was at once proclaimed as a 
‘“‘reform” and as a ‘merit system,” and 
sideration of its practical results. It is a change; but I do not 
regard it, as enforced, as a reform or as involving any special 
merit. It has not retained the meritorious clerks in office, neither 


without con- 

























































































has it supplied their places with those more meritorious or effi- Virginia ian tal tenia ctiientngttnind Ts oc nccccccncccdececacns . 7 
cient. District of Columbia... ---.---. eS 
This is shown in part by the official documents I hold in m ee et ee ereewewnwee ots aesevess. “8 
hand. Thay auk ipets Doctenttiie of the Vitiy-thied Omatens | Giene jens sone weaeene," 9 
second session, Nos. 105 and 107, and are the reports of the Teare: Stent ereemrnonnsissones rune = | Pts aionsocuswncweweerens ones ; 
tary of the Interior and of the i nee | cee nw nnnvnennnnn----ow 
to a Senate resolution of inquiry what appointments, est il hata snicsdin aan apis ae a eee 
issals, and other changes had taken in their several |. Maryland....-...........--------.- S v : 
Departments for a given period of time. e report of the Secre- | South Carolina -...-....--.-..---.. 35 | New Hampshire........-.-........ 
tary of the Interior covers fourteen months and fifteen days, slice barlipteietliihdensitil iii dkenitensess-ssacnee 7% 
beginning on the 4th day of March, 1893; and as I read to yon the | Missouri nseiden . 2 | South Dakota.....2..200 8 
é which took place in that t during that brief | Kentucky .--..----.------------- EE | Seed eee Renmnnnawesnnne--owecen 2 
iod I wish you to remember that is lees than One-half the | Missiesippl........................ 17 | Nevads.............. 2777 1 
ime which has of the present Administration. During | Texas -...............-..------------ Be Mie a coctwvccdcccesccneans i 
that time it is shown that the in the various bureaus of | OST octieut --------wownassssss it | Wyoming d 
e or Department have compri 17 appointments, 171 | Massachusetis...........----------- 14| Montana..........................- 0 
es 893 ean 12) reductions 876 dismissals, Arkansas - piieeitebaineccnsnuee 12 . Rhode Stet wiik diver vbtioens 0 
an resignations nest. The following classifications are | Mimnesota -..........-.---.-.------ SNE cincceeh beni niacin chhacsevee 0 
compiled from is cediaen nachos No. 105: Louisiana-.-.--.....----..--------- ED ctl nciensinhitthsineasanth atnece 0 


DISMISSALS AND REQUESTED MESIGNATIONS. 


t of Columbia.............. 142 
teidh cee ee rs} 
MOUNT INIA... 2. <chipapincct anes 
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Hlinois oon eae ooo “ 
ee 
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Sone nibelentisbineticbute 2 
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ee 
Michigan pia sdhscnisigietanianon 18 
Massachusetts...........---------. 15 
) PD Si 6n ee 4 
North Carolina.................... M4 
I or et 4 
e 18 











Now, I wish to call attention to the fact that from the State of 
























































Bis ictiiseiininse+.--soseen< : Georgia alone there were dismissals and resignations by request 
ane epee rent crete ¢ | 8, that there were promotions numbering 48, that there were 5 
North Dakota erie ne 6 | reductions, and that there were appointments to the number 
a onan ne enanes eaeanesnee snes 6 | of 106. 
Be arb nenio nae eee : Mr. BURTON of Missouri. From that State? 
Ken‘ ceapsseaee-sceaesss-s--ece 6 | Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. From the one State of Geor- 
PE ONE oo 50. doe gncinn ceness co ‘ gia, about one-thirtieth of the whole number of clerks in the 
te § | Interior Department. 
Delaware a eee Se area ewe the resolution called for this, how the soldier 
INO iis sbi ctnaiteciconascods 8 | fared under these changes: - 
New Hampshire................... 3 
i nnastis Lonitiaabiieeth en nasveces 2 Of the 817 appointments 46 were ex-soldiers. As 140 of the 817 were women, 
South Dakota....................<+ 2 | who of course do not count in such calculations. 677 were men, and the sol 
Indian Territory .................. 2 | ders thus formed .068 of the appointments. On the other hand, 185 of the 
NN ga clindsineenccunsvens 2 | s7éd were soldiers. Taking out the 263 women who were discharged 
eA Ni cecuehincnitiitindioiih dnantimets 2 | iea’ves 619 men, and of this number the soldiers formed 30 per cent. Of the 
TEEN 4 Milly sdbtcapalh hie onttineanane 1 | 88 requested jons 9 were handed in by women, leaving 79 men, of 
1 | whom iv, or r cent, were soldiers. 
0 There were prapenions, of which 267 were given to women, thus show- 
0 | ing @6 men. Of these 7) were soldiers, giving them a perceh. age of the pro- 
0 | motionsof .111. Of the 422 reductions 71 were women and 351 were men. he 
0 | soldiers reduced aggregated 130, and they formed 37 per cent of the total 








number of men. 
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In the matter of reinstatements the ex-soldiers make a better showin 
The total number was 17i—women 29, men 142. The soldiers were 53, or 
per cent. 


The report of the Secretary of the Treasury covers fourteen 
months and twelve days, and is nearly if not quite as bad as that 
of the Secretary of the Interior. 

In the Treasury Department, of the 837 appointments 90 had 
been soldiers. ducting from the total appointments the 241 
women, we have a total of 596 men app inted. only 90, or a little 
over 15 per cent, of wkom were sdidiers. On the other hand, 
deducting the 179 women from the total of 63? removals or 
requested resignations, 460 men were removed, of whom 126, or 
over 27 per cent, were soldiers. 

There were 538 promotions, % 2140f women, leaving 324 men. Of 
the 324 men promoted, 27, or only 8.3 per cent, were soldiers. Of 
the 160 persons reduced, 20 were women, leaving 140 men reduced; 
and of this number 50, or 35.7 per cent, were soldiers. 

The tables herewith will show the specific classification of all 
these changes. They are as follows: 


NUMBER OF APPOINTMENTS AND REAPPOINTMENTS IN THE TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT FROM MARCH 4, 1893, TO MAY 16, 1804. 


Alabama 

NE iinn cnndnntinhabrgnancnive oa 
Arkansas 

IIE A ne dah oud mqeedaenuens 
Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware - Lc ianchelatiatlia obi 
District of Columbia 

Florida 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 


Tinois 
Indiana . 


Rentecicy 
Louisiana 
SS RSS REE STS i. 
Maryland 

ae 
Michigan 





Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 


REMOVALS AND RESIGNATIONS BY REQUEST IN THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
FROM MARCHE 4, 1893, TO MAY 16, 1804. 


California 
Colorado 

© omnneneem 
Delaw 


Kentucky 
Touisiana 


4 New Jersey 
New Mexico 


1 
2% | Pennsylvania 
13 | South Carolina.. 
7 | South 


Soldiers. 
Marine 
Navy .... 


w Sener ne emcee nnn en ne wene cnncce cwnens worsen wceses cocese coesseceneseneccae 


HLL LL ee ee eT 


FF LS OL AL ST Te i ee Ne 


women ewe nnn n en cen ccens concen cncuen ccccce cocven basennesiecceswccess access MA 


REDUCTIONS IN GRADE OF CLERKS AND OFFICERS IN THE TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT FROM MAROH 4, 1893, TO MAY 16, 184. * 


Dats Oe Con ccnncncditens 
Geo 


Pennsylvania ........-............ 
South Carolina 


Te eee meme wee eeen we eseen 


aeenn~eneanmbaSeec 


Soldiers . 


TERRE, n0pors nocgnneesanngcepeaneciniitineppanigtiibiabdishaiipin tained tiie dette ee 


nurses 
Corps 


WIRED... ccdvanicconsascncassbiniasititianndigignteia ida hii eels i, 


Under the present Administration a majority of the soldier clerks 
in the Executive Departments have been or re- 
duced in salary, and no nohatiten be toe salary of each of those 
reduced veterans has usually been to such a grade as to equal or 
exceed the amount of pension received, 

Here the hammer a 

. BAKER of New pshire, Mr. Chairman, I ask unani- 
mous consent that I may have ten minutes in which to complete 
my presentation. of this matter. 

BINGHAM. Mr. I would ask my 
[Mr. ‘Brosivs] whether he can not apportion his tine: 80 ime 00 that the 
ee from New Hampshire may have such additional 
as he desires? 


Mr. BROSIUS. I have given away all the time that I can afford 


Oe BINGHAM. Very well. I do not object to the request of 
the gentleman from New Hampshire, tt 


There was no obj 
w Hampshire. 


Mr. BAKER of Ne 
auditing offices of the Department in March, 1893, there 
were about 200 employees, more than one-fifth of them had 


rendered service in the —— = the nion Of those within one 


year all but about four a or reduced in — 
and wrotaesn 3 Confederate soldier Crees een been Soenpted. Comment 


a the beginning of this Administration the Secret Service Divi- 


sion of the Treasury had among its See ual 
number of Republicans and Democrats. thé phoe- 
ess which I have been descri "Gave te ak ons blican left 
in the Secret Service of the Government. ey 
hand a1 ee ee ee ee 

so-called reform, one who has had official of the Dapart 
ments and is personally well known to me, but ee 
fidence, so that I can not give the author’s name. This letter says: 


eerste of Democrats in vortees Depernents wo ha ese 


gpa 


and the policy 

of the changes in the several Departments 

Clerks have been directed to say as So 
during the pendency of bills in this House in 
ee ee ee ee 

and other Departments 

saab o€ Hemntors in, peel ao tnee or 

con them, and when I sought 


ficers in them whom I personally knew I was given that as a reply, 
and the few who did furnish me jesinand tabenleak my 


as to them were compelled to come to me under the cover of 
that tay maighs maintain their official positions, And this is 


Wie t we are to praise and 
gentlemen, years ago I had 


as civil-service reform 
honor of serving in one of 








clerks of such ability who so honestly 
their duties, as during that so-called “spoils” time from 1865 to 
a 


a 
1875. Then, m who was in the clerical service of a 
ment could hold hia head up among men, ices total one 
man. 


few, if any, are a which 
never before was app to any department of the Government, 
and men have been ted in the its, and, upon ap- 
pointment, have been — tospy ee 
re anything they could as an excuse for decapitating 
paride te friend the chairman i on 
Pivil Service Reform proof on this if he will have 
an in instituted, he shall have it. in the face of 
all these anyone heard that we have a Civil 

ission? Has anyone heard that any member of the present 


officially or , to condemn these proceedings 
partments? If anybody has heard it, I would like to have him 
speak now. On the con , the Civil Service Commission has 
been entirely subservient. e members of that Commission, for 
some cause or another, have not been willing to stand up in their 
places and os =e wrong has been committed. 

Mr. TERRY. May I ask the gentleman one question? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TERRY. Can you state what proportion of ublicans 
and what proportion of Democrats are now in the pablo service 
of the United States? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I do not know, but from my 
information and observation I should say that there are about 
two Democrats to one Republican; at least that was the case 
before the election. There may have been a change since then. 

Mr. TERRY. I venture to sa a will find to-day that there 
are not more than 25 per cent o: ts in the public service 
of the United States, notwithstanding all these that you 
say have beendone. That is what we donot like. [Laughter.] 

r. BAKER of New Hampshire. There certainly was a much 
larger proportion last October, and I have no doubt there is at 
t 


present. 

Now let me say, Mr. Chairman, that on this subject I desire 
that there shall be the amplest investigation, and I am A 
either while I am a member of this House or , to put 
myself at the service of the committee and to produce proofs of 
what I have said here to-day. 

Mr: McMILLIN. Will the gentleman name one Department 
or bureau of the Government service in which over 50 per cent of 


the employees are Democrats? 
BAKER hire. If the gentleman had been 


Mr. of New Ham 

listening he would have me state just now that the Secret 
Service of the whole Government has but one Republican left in 
it at this time. That is one instance. 


Mr. McMILLIN. And how many are there in that branch of 


the service? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I do not know the exact num- 
ber, but it is somewhere between twenty and fifty. 
Mr. McMILLIN. And does not the gentleman know that from 


the time that service was the party in power has held 
its men there under all Administrations? 
. BAKER of New Ham in answer to the gentleman, 


of the service were not blicans. That I . 
a ill the gentleman permit me a mo- 
men 


Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. If I have the time. 


Mr. WELLINGTON. A question was asked a moment as 
to how man are in the Secret ee 
Mr. of New Ham Yes, sir. 
Mr. WELLINGTON. Is not the number four. 
a Sa of New . I do not know the exact 


thirty-four persons in that 
service; and among that number there is one Republican. 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Only one Republican—one 





in thirty-four. 

war RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman yield for a ques- 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. [f Ican have an extension 
of time. I will yield, and continue to yield. 
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are Republicans. When the Government Printin 
under the civil-service rules by President Cleveland discharges 
and appointments had been made until about two-thirds of its 
em 
Sel 
until his partisans have secured a large majority of all the offices 
of value covered by them. His official acts in this direction are 
not meritorious unless merit consists in keeping ax a reformer that 
which has been secured as a spoilsman. The record of his first 
Administration is briefly set forth by Mr. Henry C. Lea in an 
article printed in the New York Inde 
1888, and entitled “‘ Mr. Cleveland and civil-service reform.” 
this article he states that in the two years preceding 1887 Mr. 
Cleveland made the following removals: Two thousand Presiden- 
tial postmasters out of a total of 2,359, 40,000 out of 52,699 fourth- 
class postmasters, 100 out of 111 collectors of customs, all surveyors 
of customs, all the surveyors-general, all the post-office inspectors 
in charge, 11 out of 13 superintendents of mints, 84 out of 85 col- 
lectérs of internal revenue, 65 out of 70 distrist attorneys, 8 out of 
il ee of steam vessels, 16 out of 18 pension agents, and 190 
out o 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. I think the gentleman was granted an 


ee of time unanimously. I wish to ask him a question 
ng of the Weather Bureau, appointed by this Administration, 
a 
isa blican except one? 
ie BAKER of New Hampshire. 
but Ido know 


regard to the Weather Bureau. Does he not know that the 


Republican, and that every chief of division in that Bureau 
I do not know about that; 


that a Republican was turned out to put in the 
to whom my d from Tennessee refers. 


gentleman 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The previous incumbent served out his 





Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. No; he did not. 
Mr.RICHARDSON. Hedid serve out his term, as I remember, 


and the present incumbent, a Republican, was appointed. 


Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. In the Pension Office about 


ten-seventeenths of the entire force are Democrats, and in the 


Commission not even 10 per cent of the present employees 
Office was put 


yees were Democrats. That has been the general practice. 
, if ever, has President Cleveland extended those rules 


ndent issued October 18, 
In 


224 local land officers. 
Under no Administration have the appointments, reductions, 


and removals of the clerks and employees of the Government been 
so great or so unprincipled as under the present one, which pro- 
fesses to lead the cohorts of reform. 


The Civil Service Commission, as I have said, has entered no 
protest even against this carnival of plunder under the name of 
urification, and the Commission itself and the organization of 
its subordinate employees are based upon political preferences 
and divisions, so that promotions among its employees have been 
decided by the politics of the several applicants. In short, the 
Civil Service Commission itself does not in practice enforce the 
theoretical principles upon which it claims existence. 
For such useless service the people are paying by direct appro- 
riation about $150,000 aonianetie, and for further clerical service 
Netailed from the Departments about $25,000 additional. This is 
more than four times as much as is appropriated for the office of 
the Comptroller of the Treasury, $50,000 annually more than the 


appropriations for the Comptroller of the Currency, and is in 


excess of the cost of more than half of the offices of the several 
Departments. But there isanother phase of this matter to which 
I ask your thoughtful attention. Whatever our views in re- 
gard to the alleged reform, it is appropriate that we should con- 
sider whether or not it is rightfully a part of our governmental 


system. 

The Constitution, Article II, section 2, provides for the appoint- 
ment of the nonelective officers of the Government. Certain 
specified officers and all officers not otherwise provided for must 
be nominated by the President and confirmed by the Senate, but 
Congress is authorized to vest the appointment of inferior officers 
~ the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of 

ts. 

appointment of the clerical force of the several Depart- 
ments is vested inthe heads of those Departments by law. What 
is the true meaning of the Constitution in this matter? What is 
the proper 1 efinition of the word ‘‘vest” as used in this 
connection? I apprehend that the definition of Bouvier will be 
generally accepted. He says itis “to give an immediate fixed 
right of present or future enjoyment.” 

Congress having given an immediate fixed right to the heads of 
the several ents to appoint the inferior officers of those 
Departments, can it by subsequent legislation so modify and limit 
the power of appointment thus vested as to require those heads of 

ts to appoint one of three designated individuals pre- 
sented to them by a commission or other authority in whom, under 
the Constitution, Congress can not vest any power of appoint- 
ment? In other words, has Congress by the act uf January 16, 
1883, constitutionally deprived the heads of Departments of the 
power vested in them by section 169 of the Revised Statutes and 





Al4 


other statutes of selecting from the seventy millions of our citi- 
zens those qualified to perform the clerical service of the Depart- 
ments and constitutionally required them to limit that power and 
discretion so that their power of appointment can not extend 
beyond three persons, and those not of their selection? If Con- 
gress can so limit the power of appointment vested in the heads of 
the Departments, can it authorize or empower a commission, with 
the approval of the President, to establish and enforce such limi- 
tations upon constitutional authority? No one will assert that 
the power of appointment, constitutionally vested by Congress in 
the heads of the Departments, did not intentionally and legally 
vest in them the authority to make the selections necessary to 
appointment, or that the power to select the appointee under the 
provisions of the Constitution was not inherent in and a concomi- 
tant of the power of appointment. Does it not necessarily follow 
that any essential limitation of such power is the restriction of a 
constitutional duty imposed upon them? Hence, when the heads 
of Departments aré required to select their appointees from three 
persons certified to them by a commission in whom the power of 
appointment can not be vested under the Constitution, an attempt 
bas been made to deprive them of 2 of their constitutional 
authority and confer it upon others, in plain violation of the ex- 
press provisions of the Constitution. 

If this reasoning is sound, then at least a part of section 2 of the 
act of January 16, 1883, is beyond the — of Congress and 
nearly all of civil-service Rules VIII, IX, X, XI, and XII, promul- 
gated by the President under date of November 2, 1896, are ultra 
vires and not binding upon the heads of Departments any further 
than they may voluntarily accept them. 

For convenience I have confined my remarks to the clerical 
service of the Departments, but like constitutional objection is 
applicable to the other branches of the service claimed to be un- 
der the civil-service law and rules. Evidently Congress may 
withhold the appointing power from the heads of Departments, 
but under the Constitution it can vest it only in them or the Pres- 
ident or the courts of law,and neither the President nor the courts 
could constitutionally be restricted in their selections and appoint- 
ments by the dictation of the Civil Service Commission or any 
similar authority. 

Congress can not indirectly accomplish that which it is prohib- 
ited by the Constitution from doing directly, and as the Civil 
Service Commission under the Constitution can not be vested with 
power to appoint any officer of the United States, it can not legally 
restrict the powers vested by the Constitution in heads of Depart- 
ments and compel them to accept one of the three persons desig- 
nated by the Commission. 

Again, by section 166 of the Revised Statutes each head ofa 
Department may transfer the cierks in his Department from one 
burean or office of it to another as he may find it necessary and 
proper to do, but by Rule X of the Civil Service Commission he 
is prohibited from so doing except 4 permission of the Commis- 
sion. Which power is to control the several Departments—the 
one legally in charge of them or an outside and irresponsible 
commission not vestea with executive functions? This Commis- 
sion is so grasping and imperious that under its Rule VI the 
President and each head of an executive department can not 
appoint more than two private secretaries or confidential clerks 
~vithout its permission. In the Treasury Department there are a 
flecretary and three Assistant Secretaries; in the Post-Office 
Department there are a Postmaster-General and four Assistant 
}'ostmasters-General. Under the rule just cited two Assistant 
Secretaries and three Assistant Postmasters-General must accept 
their private and confidential clerks at the hands of the Civil 
Service Commission, which can not, whatever its purpose or ee: 
ers, recognize or satisfy the personal characteristics of the officers 
who should be aided in the immediate ene of their official 
duties, oftentimes temporarily at least of a confidential character, 
by those whose capacity is personally known to them and in 
whose discretion they have the fullest confidence. These are but 
a few examples of the extra-legal, unwarranted, and unjust 
assumptions of the so-called civil service reform; yst the time 
allowed me will not permit a further discussion of them now. 
But before leaving this i, of my subject I remark that the act 
of 1883 does not specifically repeal any prior statute, and that itis 
evident that the rules promulgated by the President can not repeal 
an act of Congress. 

This brief statement of the enacted and promulgated limitations 
upon the constitutional powers vested in heads of the Depart- 
ments, whether valid or invalid, involves the consideration of 
some of the necessary conditions attending their execution. If 
the ae of the head of a De ent can be so circum- 
soribed that he must accept for appointment one of three persons 
certified to him by the Commission concerning whom he has no 
knowledge, and is not expected to acquire any, except that he or 
she has answered satisfactorily to the Commission a certain per 
cent of the academic questions submitted to the candidate, who 
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-Government funds. What banker or trust officer 


DECEMBER 22, 
is responsible for the character and ty of the 
the Commission which certified him with two others or con- 
stitutional appointing ar which biindly chose him rather than 
either of the other two 

The Treasurer of the United States is a bonded officer respon- 
sible for all the millions of dollars received by the Government, 
Under the law and rules now existing he can have no voice or 
influence in selecting any of those a whom he must rely 
for the honest and efficient safe-keeping and ee of 
wo it 
the presidency or pony an institution having the y 
and investment of even $1,000,000 under like conditions? Is there 
anywhere any board of di or trustees who would ask any- 
one to assume such responsibility, or would any such board 
attempt to manage any institution of trust if an outside power 
peo ; absolutely control the selection of its cashiier, tellers, and 

er 


Still more, Does any large financial, commercial, or manufactur. 
ing house select its employees by ve academic examina- 
tion, or does any advocate of the 

and enforce its theories or example in his private business? Wh 
then, should the affairs of the i in 


variety, and importance, be 
cable to the business of the citizens by 


the le, by the people, and for the people” was established and 
is maintained? 


The true business principles of the best business houses of the 
country should be applied to the business of the Government, and 
the heads of oe oe mi charged with the details of administra- 
tion should, under the usual proper and constitutional limitations 
naturally imposed by Congress, appoint and be ble for its 
clerical and other service performed by the “ officers” 
specified in the Constitution. 

The friends of the civil-service law should remember that it 
contains really no new practice and is based upon no new thec 
except the competitive idea, with appointments necessarily 
thereon and the changes incident thereto. 

Section 164 of the Revised Statutes is as follows: 

No clerk shall be appointed in any ment tn stimee of te Sue 


above designated until he has been e: qualified by a 
of the chief of the Cases cnttiine chet tase sesh 


three examiners, to consist 
clerk is to be appointed and two other clerks to be selected by the head of the 
Department. 


The original statute upon which this section is based was enacted 
in 1853, thirty years before the Civil Service Commission was estab- 
lished, and from that time was enforced by the heads of Depart- 
ments, and under it no clerks were appointed who had not suc- 
cessfully passed an examination and been found ly qualified. 
That practice was in accord with the Constitution and with com- 
mon sense, but that the one or the three who in a competitive 
examination may answer off-hand more of a given number of 
specifically pre or technical questions must for that sole 
reason be appointed to office to the exclusion of those who have 
demonstrated by their examination that they are by education 
worthy of appointment is absurd and unjust, and is a limitation 
upon the natural and political rights of the American citizen. 

I have given reasons which lead me to believe that the present 
law and rules are not in accord with our theory of government 
or in consonance with the Federal Constitution or productive of 


good as administered. 

I believe that Con can rightfully that the civil-serv- 
ice appointees of the Government be examined at 
and mentally to ascertain their qualifications for ; that 
found q ed they shall be a ted for aterm of years; that 


~ a nie to senna enne Seen ee 
term of office except for cause based ee 

of which they shall be duly wothel. an Shek 3 evidence is 

Cine es ee ee in Sees 

ney and may cross-examine the wi ace 

in theirown behalf. The details of this plan would not 

be difficult or expensive. 

Now, gentlemen, I have stated facts that are crying ae 
but my resolution, which goes to one and a a 
would it some of them to be corrected. is in 
it not 


certificate 
is this: To give to any Administration—the 


to 
present Administration or any t one—when it 
conclusively to the head of any t 
committed, even though more than one year 
to correct that wrens and put back the clerk who 
unjustly removed. Tat, I submit, is in the 
service reform. 











If justice can not be done under the 
them be changed until they shall prosper the 
tainly is not more sacred than its ee If 
service idea would be shattered by restoring to their 
duties the worthy and efficient clerks who have been 
for Page mo reasons only, then the existing system is not enti 
to the respect or su of any patriotic citizen, and the claim 
that it isa “‘reform” is not only preposterous, but a disgrace to 
American ood, 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. One word more. I do not 
believe in any system of administration which will permit clerks 
to be discharged at the mere will of anybody. true civil- 
service reform will prevent unjustifiable dismissals as well as pro- 
tect the Government in appointments. [Applause. } 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, how much time have I? 

The CHAIRMAN. Twenty-five minutes. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I gave away only thirty minutes, and I would 
like to know what has become of the other five minutes. 

The © . The Chair does not know. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I hope the gentleman will be 
allowed the additional five minutes. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I do not like to be curtailed in my time with- 
out knowing who the time thatI lose. If somebody else would 

ut it to good use, I would be content; but to have the time entirely 
fost I would regret. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has thirty minutes. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, before I go into details and 
subject myself to interrogation, I desire to submit some gen- 
eral reflections on the ‘‘merit system” in operation to some ex- 
tent in our executive civil service. A view of the rise, prog- 
ress, and present state of that system may not be uninterest- 
ing to those who care for economy and cy in the public 
service. 

That civil-service reform in the United States owes som 
to the example of the mother country can not be doubted, but 
would take me too far afield to go into the genesis of the move- 
ment ”, reform in ee Britain or = trace aeons — 
nuity. It is interesting, however, as wing W institu- 
tions can grow beginnings, to note the pa neeiee i 
in England to the importance of improving the civil service of the 
country. Some writers have found in Charta the first 
civil-service rule in English history. The barons at Runnymede 
— from King John this provision for securing duly qualified 
officers: 


We will not have any justices, constables, or sheriffs but of such as know 
tas low af ee meee aoe lr Ga chanove 


In the reign of Edward II, 1808-1327, it is said there were kept 
in a tower in London 6 horseshoes and 61 nails, which, by an 
ancient custom, the sheriffs of London were compelled to count 
when they were sworn into office. Their ability to do so was 
regarded as a proof of sufficient education for the office, as onl 
an educated man could count up to 61. In 1388 Parliament 
an act which provided— 

That none shall be made officers of the King for any gift, brokerage, favor, 
or affection, but upon desert. 


These are the historical begi of civil-service reform among 
English-speaking people. of abuses,in which extor- 
tionate levies upon the people ministered to the vices and luxu- 
ries of the few and the pleasure and power of kings, lords, and 
nobles were everything, while justice, equality, economy, and the 
personal worth of the citizen were destined 


w , were to 
ae the appointing power ceased to be the instrument 
of revenge and favor, to reward obsequious servility and 
compel in the will of official despots. There is some 
humor mingled with the sadness of the reasons given by a cus- 
tom-house officer for his submission to the 


t law and rules, let 
t. The law cer- 
law or the civil- 


and 


and thirteen children. 

Thro all this age- struggle we have seen tho merit sys- 
tem op according to the law of history. The growth of pop- 
ular intelligence and uired with of 


time oe oe Piao on of 
civil service, and a hier aoe een een ee ane 
abuses with an seumettive yecatance which was rewarded 
vie Me Saree oeenees. 


more favorable conditions, has the merit system been evolved in 
our own country. Few finer compliments have ever been paid 
the ees teavered Se Ce okeer. 
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Century, quoted by Mr. Eaton in his great work on Civil Service 
in Great Britain: 


No nation ever started on its career with a larger proportion of strong 
character or a mane sense of moral conviction than the English colonies in 
America. They almost entirely escaped the corruption that so deeply tainted 
the Government at home. 

ne confirmation of the truth of this observation is found in 
the high level of political rectitude and official duty and purity 
which prevailed in the United States for a generation after the 
Government under the present Constitution went into operation. 
So little did the fathers anticipate the corruption and abuses which 
were to grow up in our public service that no definite provisions 
were made in Constitution against this source of danger to 
our institutions. The power of appointment was created, but the 
power of removal from office was left to inference only. 

After a hundred years of rience under our constitutional 
system, Americans have learned to revere and love that immortal 
instrument, and to subject their conduct to its express or implied 
limitations. By habit they look to the organic ons of the Vand 
for some warrant for the erection of any public institution for 
the regulation and conduct of public affairs; the more so in this 
case in view of the itude our civil service has attained, 
employing as it does nearly 180,000 persons in its various branches, 
and the warm controversy which has for years agitated the coun- 
on the vexed question of reform in its administrative methods. 

section 2 of icle II of the Constitution, which enumerates 
the powers of the President, are found these words: 


Congress may by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers as the 
peed oe nd in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads ot 


bly to this provision Congress has vested the appointment 
of all inferior officers in the heads of Departments. The Supreme 
Court of the United States has held that in making appointments 
the heads of Departments are subject to such restrictions and lim- 
itations as Con may impose in reference to both appointments 
and removals in advancement of the public interests.* There is 
thus complete constitutional and legal warrant for such regulation 
of the civil service of the country as will make it subserve in the 
— ve the public welfare. 
ingularly enough, however, for more than three-quarters of a 
century little restrictive legislation was invoked to suppress abuses 
and promote efficiency in the public service. In the early period 
of our history so high was the sense of official honor and rectitude 
and such fidelity to duty was practiced in the conduct of public 
functions that no legislative coercion was needed. 

During the administrations of the first six Presidents those who 
were charged with the duty of appointing officers performed their 
duty with a conscientious regard for the public interests, regard- 
ing the appointing power as a public trust to be exercised with a 
scrupulous care for the public welfare. Political opinions or reli- 
gious affiliations or private motives were not seemndonee in execu- 
tive appointments. The elevation of mind and lofty patriotism 
which characterized the statesmen of that period find striking 
or pacar in a letter of Washington to a friend, in which he 


My friend Ireceive with cordial welcome to my house and welcome to 
my heart; but with all his good qualities he is not a man of business. His 
opponent with all his politics so hostile to me, is a man of business. My pri- 
vate fee have nothing to do with the case. As George Washington, I 
would do this man any kindness in my power. 


As President of the United 
States, I can do nothing. 
ace Jefferson; animated by the same high sense of public duty, 





Of the thousands of officers, therefore, in the United States. a very few indi- 
viduals only, probably not twenty, will be removed, and those only for doing 
what they ought not to have done. I know that in stopping thus short in the 
al I will give great offense to many of my friends. That tor- 

pressing me heavily and will require all my force to bear up 
against, but my maxim is flat justitia, ruat celum. 


at 1801, in closing a letter on the subject of appointments, he 


The only question concerning a candidate shall be, Is he honest, is he capa- 
ble, is he 1 to the Constitution? 
Madison, Monroe, and John Quincy Adams shared with their 
these elevated views of public duty with respect to 
© civil service. All removals from office in those six Adminis- 
trations were for cause. Washington made 9 removals, John 
Adams 9, Jefferson 39, Madison 5, Monroe 9, John Quincy Adams 2. 
These were offices of higher grade which were filled by the Presi- 
dent by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. But the 
number of removals in the inferior grades were correspondingly 
small, and in all cases forcause. Political influence sal personal 
favor or disfavor are not believed to have had an agency in a sin- 
gle removal or in the selections to fill vacancies. 





* United States vs. Lyman B. Perkins, 116 U. 8., 483 
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ORIGIN OF THE SPOILS SYSTEM. 


In the Administration of John Quincy Adams, however, the 
tide of official honor and duty in this particular reached its flood, 
and the succeeding Administration witnessed the beginning of its 
ebb. Mr. Jenckes, reporting from the Joint Select Committee on 
Retrenchment of the House of Representatives in 1868, says: 

The change which commenced with the Presidency of General Jackson is 
too well known to need description. It is summed up in a single phrase, “To 
the victors boone the spoils. is means that the entire force of the civil 
service of the United States may be for mere political opinion with- 
out any regard whatever for qualifications or the meritorious service of the 
persons in office or the persons seeking office. * * * From that time tothe 
ares nearly forty years, the partisan obligations of the candidate for office 

ve been he'd to be of more consequence than his qualifications for the place 
for which he is a candidate, and every administrative department of the Gov- 
ernment has been asan instrument of political or party patronage. 

Daniel Webster, describing the condition of the civil service in 
1832, said: 

As far as I know, there is no civilized country on the earth in which. ona 
change of rulers, there is such an inquisition for ils as we have witnessed 
in this free Republic. * * * The same party selfishness which drives good 
=e ou = — will push bad menin. Political proscription leads necessa- 
rily to the in 


of offices with incompetent persons, and to a consequent 
malexecution o 


official duties. 

The reports from time to time made by Co onal commit- 
tees, covering the period from Jackson to Buchanan, furnish 
graphic illustrations of the results of the spoils system in our civil 
service. A few examples will suffice to convey an idea of the 
extent of the abuses under that system. Atthe New York custom- 
house, between 1858 and 1861, the collector removed 389 out of 
690 employees. In the three following years the succeeding col- 
lector, of a different party, removed 525 out of 702 employees. A 
later collector in three years removed 830 out of 903, and another 
in sixteen months removed 510 out of 892, or one removal for 
every day of his term. 

Later times furnish still more striking abuses. In recent times | 
there have been instances in which as many as 96 per cent of the . 
incumbents of offices have been removed on a change of adminis- | 
tration. In contrast with this the reports of the Civil Service 
Commission show that in the last three years in the two great 
Departments of the Treasury and Interior the removals of those 
appointed under competitive examinations have not exceeded 2 

er cent a year. But in the unclassified service the same revolt- 
ing spectacle, an “in-and-out ” panorama, is still witnessed with 
every change of administration. Sometimes the incumbents 
change their politics with such alacrity that they hold their places, | 
notwithstanding the change in party occupancy. It reminds one | 
of the saloon keeper at Winchester during the war. It is said the 
tide of battle swept back and forth through that little town 
seventy-six times during the war. “When the Union forces were 
in possession the saloon keeper wore a suit of blue, and when the | 
Confederates returned he changed toa suit of gray, making the | 
changes with such promptitude as not to disclose to the respective 
combatants the trick he was playing. After the war was over, a 
neighbor asked him how he managed always to be on the side 
that was in possessivn. He replied that the changes of occupancy 
were pretty fast, but they would have to be d——n quick if they 
got ahead of him. 

THE DAWN OF A BETTER SENTIMENT. 


In the midst of this carnival of spoils and reckless indifference 
te the public welfare there ap now and then a man who 
was more sensible than others of the vicious character of the law- 
less system which Marcy had conceived and Jackson had put into 
operation. Above the confusion and chaos of the struggle for 
spoils at times there arose a voice which, with a fervency of spirit 
and true devotion to a greatidea which would have done credit to 
St. Paul, arraigned the existing methods for their failure to pro- 
mote the public welfare, and proclaimed to the idolators of the 
spoils system that the dawn of the day of the people’s deliverance 
from its degrading despotism was at hand. The voice was heard, 
and by degrees heeded, but those who uttered it were reviled and 
ridiculed, dubbed ‘‘snivel” service reformers, and subjected to 
indignities and proscription. But the voice was not silenced. It 
grew in volume and power until it awakened the sleeping masses 
and brought the nation to a realization of the shame it was suffer- 
ing to pollute the temple of its civil service. The conscience of 
_ the Republic was marshaled in aggressive opposition to the sys- 
tem which made merchandise of office and chattel mongers of 
those who wore the mantle ofhigh and honorable place. Atlength 
‘ the better sense of the poe ere the principle that public 

office is a public trust to be administered for the public welfare 
began to be recognized, and the initial step was taken in the legis- 
lation which has improved our civil service and placed it, to some 
extent at least, on a footing of efficiency and official responsibility. 

In 1871 a law was passed providing as follows: 


The President is authorized to prescribe such tions for the admission 
of persons into the civil service of the United tos as may best promote 


; ne moe to 0 centionees Sant lan Seat Serena 
of years of agitation, and only acquired force enough to crystallize 
into legislation after the nation had the work of secur- 
ing the results of the war to save its life, and had a iittle time to 
look after the honor of its public service. Some one aptly said 
that we could not be expected to repair our plum “Seda gar 
cc were dying of poisonous gases, while our was on fire. 
ough the enactment had the cordial favor of Grant’s Adminis- 
of 1 ve virtue and did not last. 


tration, it was but a spasm 

A recent writer likened it to wherries sprouted in March, 
The hearts of our people warmed to the reform but a day and 
then grew cold again. In 1874 Congress refused the needed 

propriation to sustain the work of the commission Grunt appotiie’, 
and under which the merit system was operated for some time in 
the departmental service with signal benefit to the service. 
President informed Co: that the new methods had ‘‘ given 

persons of superior character to the service,” and they had de- 
veloped more energy in the discharg2 of duty; and in 

messages he said it would be a source of mortification 

and those associated with him in ing the civil-service 

if Congress should refuse to make the 

he asked in aid = work. It was not i 

merit system without an appropriation, 

ingly ded by President Grantin 1875. This was dishearten- 

, but it did not suppress the reform. In a few custom-houses 
post-offices, notably in New York, where the new had 

taken root, it remained. e benefits were so obvious —— 

opinion forced the question of reform in our civil service to the 

forefront of politics. 

In 1872 both political parties had committed themselves dis- 
tinctly to the merit system. On June 5 of that year the Repub- 
lican national convention at Philadelphia declared: 
Any apetem of the civil service under which the subordinate positions of 
the vernment are considered rewards for mere party zeal is fatally de- 
mares Ah caver @ Steere the pi m by laws w > 
the essontial qualifications for pablle positions, without prectiaally eventing 
a life tenure of office. 

On the 9th of July of the same year the Democratic national 


convention at Baltimore declared in equally unequivocal terms, 
as follows: 


The civil service of the Government has become a mere instrument of — 
tisan tyranny and personal ambition and an selfish . Itisa 
and reproach upon free institutions and a dan- 

rous to the perpetuity of republican government. We therefore regard a 


= on woteent at She civ’ revlon Sa ane a 5) array Serene 
e r; that esty ‘ only valid 
5 offices of cease to be 


claim to public employment; 

eae hee To this end ie ls leopuanaivele cuguiee’ thet no 
a of jonor. no 

President shall be a candidate for reelection. 


From that time forward no 


in, 
an 


political party dared go before the 
people without a distinct recognition in its platform of the claims 


of civil-service reform. The two great 


vied with each 
other in their professions of devotion to reform—albeit they 
were suspec cel 


of being most celestial in their professions, when 
they were uit terrstrial in their performances But to this da 
no national platform has reithout ¢ plank: tevotiug civil. 
service reform. . 
THE PENDLETON ACT. 


In January, 1883, the results of the 
and earnest men had kept up were 
as the Pendleton Act, drawn, I 
Grant had 
George W. is and 
sincere civil-service reformer, 
by Senator Pendleton, and hence 
debate it passed the Senate with but 5 
House it was not debated at-all, 


under the law, un 
sion the number of 








1896. 


The entire executive civil service of the United States, approx- 
imately correct, with a few outlying tions, the duties of a num- 
ee ee oe nee et See , but are under 
consideration by the Departments, may be distributed generally 














as follows: 
CE Bi diecink carr dikindiew thannsa0<cnciigpncevbnsaidtebonnematnalaipinls 20, 083 
Class £ ra | aks ale 2 io cn I ines lls a a enlennaadl 8, 621 
COE Gig cice odeei ete sn aasee eb <oseccnsdotncognpe outs enpssennsacenessoncatin 1, 667 
GREE DO. cnnek ccedifess cungtudwoctcoscons 10, 606 
Pr, On RR ea eee 18,179 
CGD Saks ccnddaaielsepetncceseqcasecos 6,771 
CIRGE Be 5 oane cocadece cneesccccpeccncsnsncccnace ceccenscenchoccaconncsse nse oe 
ee rete et ee 
Se es cannes sinnidebeah dant pany ualbenaekinndee 1,190 
ii hse ad ete dlinieniies US 
Positions in navy-yards 5,088 
Pension Sxambing GUSMBONS.........--,.-20:.-0--c+-zecqeanpi-s-eee--oee 4, 120 
Pee deutial offices 38 
Indians employed at 2,061 
Private secretaries w 
Cashiers in post-offices wT 
Deputy collectors of customs ( 6 
Assistant postmasters ( 570 
A and assistant 98, 
Bacloded under ah 
Excl under 
Excluded under 3 
pecindes neater Gauss on 
Laborers or workmen below classification 8, 638 
Misce! ous positions not yet classified 71, 806 
Total in executive civil service 178, 716 
Total in classified service 87, 406 


PROGRESS OF REFORM. 


It thus appears that the merit system in our civil service has 
made gratifying progress. That it has been retarded by the ob- 
structive host of its enemies goes without saying. tit has 
been scandalized by dless a 8 eee is plain aliaret a 
plaints as foolish and childish = y Smith’s com t of the 
solar system when he said to his friend Jeffrey: 


D—n the solar system; bad light, planets too remote; pestered with com- 
ets, feeble contrivance; could Bi better with ease. 


That its efficiency has fallen short of what it might have been 
but for the indifference if not faithlessness of 


mentioned. The success of any branch of the system 
upon the fidelity of those whose duty it is to execute it, and the 
success of the w system depends upon the fidelity with which 
the President, the Civil Service Commissioners, and the appoint- 
ing officers carry out its provisions. To have an ideal execution 
of the law you must have ideal men, whom can not obtain. 
There are still too many who render the meri a good deal 
of lip service, whose hearts are lightly troubled with devotion to 
its clai and who stumble at the actual application of its prin- 
ciples in the administration of office. They remind one of the 
Gladstone tells of Lord Melbourne. latter was seen 
from church one Sabbath in great excitement. Meeting a 

friend, he exclaimed: 


depends 


It is too bad. I havealways been asu of the church and have alwa 
the clergy; and it is too to have to listen to a sermon like 
at [heard this morning. 


Woy preacher actually insisted upon applying 
e. 


But withal, it has been for thirteen years in a state of 


progres- 
si ciency, yielding fruit each ae nee oe 
heed Sopdier vespect as its Denelian heuahde suave y 


THE SPOILS SYSTEM. 
Now let me eh sharply from whats now merit system is, 
8 


iB 


and to distinguish it y from what is known by the very apt 
designation of ‘‘ the system.” The two systems stand for 
se Sere pe and official ibili 

un 


cated by some statesmen as principle, a prac- 
tical necessity in administration to reward See decks 
ers and political and to wreak revenge upon their adver- 


But rotation in office isa dream. It has never gotten further in 
XXIX——27 
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its development than succession in office, and that sometimes has 
been very rapid. George William Curtis said: 

The doctrine of rotation in office implies that merit should not be consid- 
ered. It treats the public service as a huge soup house, in which needy citi- 


zens are to take turns at the table, and they must not grumble when they 
are told to move on. 


The system is predicated upon the false and demoralizing ideas— 
1. That a political party is a body of politicians associated in an 
effort to capture the Government and appropriate the honors and 
gone of the public service to the use of themselves. 2. That po- 

tical cam: are battles for the conquest of spoils with which 
to reward , fighters, and workers. 3. That regard for prin-' 
ciples, love of country, and obligation to duty are to be professed 
but not practiced to the prejudice of party ends. 4. That fidelity 
and work for the party are qualifications for office paramount to 
personal worth and . 

Of course Ido not go tothe length of saying that appointing 
officers give no attention .to qualifications, for they do, and the 
better and more conscientious the man the better will his ap- 
pointments be. Cromwell improved the civil service of England 
greatly, not because his system was not despotic, for no ruler 
Was ever more so, but because he had higher conceptions of duty 
and of what the civil service ought to be than his predecessors, 
He mixed his ion and his politics and produced a unique 
combination which was calculated to advance the public welfare. 
He appointed according to his own will, but he _ conscience 
into the selection, as he did in everything else, and good appoint- 
ments were the result. Experience, however, in our time has 
clearly shown that the best intentions are likely to be overcome 
by the importunities of those to whom the appointing officer is 
under obligation, and this result is advanced by the influence of 
our democratic American optimism that holds one man as good 
as another. John Stuart Mill once wrote Mr. Motley that he 
deplored the fatal belief of.the American public that anybody 
was fit for an This idea would be fatal to civil-service 
reform, as it would be fatal to private business and to the great 
manufacturing and transportation managements of the country. 
At all events, it is obvious that the way to pluck the flower, 
safety, from the nettle, danger, in this particular is to release the 
ap ting officer from the duress under which he is placed by his 

itical success. 

The fallacy into which many good people have fallen, and which 
found eloquent advocatesin great statesmen, from Burr to Marcy, 
and from Jackson to Tweed and Conkling, finds its latest and most 
striking c tion in the famous reply of Judge Barnard on 
his trial for the corrupt use of judicial patronage: ‘‘I won this 


office and its ere, ismine.” But no intellectual greatness or 
political distinction can redeem or powers of eloquence sanctify 


&@ system so vicious in principle and demoralizing in practice as 
the spoils tem. Some years ago, at a dinner in New York, 
Professor Huxley asked Senator Conkling what lie thought of the 
civil-service reform. The Senator launched into an eloquent 
defense of the spoils system. Huxley was asked what he thought 
of it. He replied that it was the most eloquent defense he had 
ever heard of a perfectly indefensible thing. 

It hardly n to be pointed out how in practice this system 
vitiates the relation between the legislative and executive depart- 
ments of the Government. Under the Constitution no encroach- 
ment of one upon the other is contemplated. Yet, under the 
paver practice which has long been in vogue, the executive 

nection is, toa large extent, usurped by members of Congress, 
who become purveyors of patronage, whose importunities for 
favors for their constituents can not easily be resisted by the aver- 
age Executive. The result has been that the lives of both Presi- 
dent and Congressmen have been made miserable. President 
Lincoln once said he never went to sleep without looking under 
the bed to see if a certain Senator was there in pursuit of an office. 
At another time, when he was sore Siteeenat by these Congres- 
sional importunities, he said he could not get time to consider the 
Southern question. ‘I am,” said he, *‘like a man so busy in let- 
ting rooms in one end of his house that ke has not time to put out 
the fire in the other end.” Secretary Windom said: 


In the last one hundred days a few thousand men in search of office have 
taken nine-tenths of the time of the President and his Cabinet. 


But it perverts also the relations between the Representatives 
and their constituents. In many districts the real question upon 
which the election of a member of Congress turned was not 
whether he could represent the highest interest of his district and 
the country at , but, Could he make the necessary alliances 
to secure the requisite offices to meet pressing demands; could he 
command favors enough tosecure the caucus or patronage enough 
to carry the convention? Dr. Andrew D. White tells of a member 
of gress with whom he conversed on an important measure. 
He asked the Congressman why he did not make a great speech 
on the subject, educate the country, and extend his own fame, 
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‘The oppressed statesman, holding out a bundle of letters, replied: | that 


*T can not do it, sir. Lhavenot thetime. Here are unan- 
swered letters from my constituents asking me to get o for 
them.” 


Contrast this situation with that of a statesman in England 
under the superb civil-service system of Great Britain. A mem- 
ber of Parliament a few years ago, speaking of their civil service, 
said he represented one of the most important districts in the 
United Kingdom, but he thanked Heaven that he was powerless 
as to the appoiutment of the pettiest tidewaiter in the Empire. 
It was the of Gladstone that the only office in his gift was 
a of his own private . It has been said that the num- 

r of offices which go to the victors as spoils at a Parliamentary 
election in Great Britain does not.exceed thirty. 

THE MERIT SYSTEM. 


The merit system, on the other hand, stands for a body of ideas 
‘which are the extreme ae of those I have just considered. 

1. It recognizes the public welfare as the supreme good. 

2. It insists everywhere and at all times, in politics and official 
life, that merit is the paramount test of fitness for the public 
service. 

8. That public office is a public trust, to be administered in 
edvancement of the public good—and never to be filled by mere 
favor or bestowed as spoils. 

4. That the practice of dispensing office on account of political 
opinions or affiliations isa dem ing and despotic use of official 
power and detrimental to the publie service. . 

5. That patriotism as well as morals condemns the use of 
the power of appointment and removal for mere selfish and 
partisan ends, as they condemn the use of public money for per- 


These ara the cardinal principles which the civil-service law and 
the rules under it are the means of applying in the administration 
of our civil service. No patrict cam withhold the homage due to 
es and patriotic purpose, justice, and purity in 

itical and official life ee 

or its object the dignity of man, ial recti . the elevation 

of the public service, and the expression in our public life of the 
hest reason and best conscience of our — 

hatever view may have prevailed when “merit” system 

was ea I haz = nothing - saying + see it ae 

since the experimen . tis now y rooted in 

public favor, and is ps as well established as ap administra- 

tive policy as any institution of our Government. Its suc- 


cess in bettering the condition of our civil serviee deserves the 


‘wide acceptance it has received and the high esteem in which itis 
held. The people of the United States are practically united in 
the conviction that public office is 2 ——— that it is to be 
filled for the benefit of the than of the incumbent; 
that personal character and capacity constitute the best title to 


public ; that the merit system is based upon the American 
principle of the right of the le to have the worthiest and best- 
q citizens to serve , and that every citizen has the 
right to compete for the honor of civic preferment if he possesses 
the qu ions; that every office bestowed as patronage or 
, Without regard to fitmess, is so much taken from better 
qualified citizens, whose services the Government has a right to 
enjoy; that the portals of the public service should be opened to 
no man who can not give the open sesame of “‘ tested merit.” 


manly and independent to ask favors, and who are for 
the public service, to win without the of self- 
respect manhood. Nor these ae 
Soe PG ee ee ee have 
availed of to a surprising extent. In persons were 
all branches of the service; ‘the merit 
test suc oat wt eae list, and 4,372 
were to in the service of their country. 
arthermore, to the honor of our public schools, the statis- 


of merit assign to the place. In such case little in- 
. ae by the selection of the 

or can not. . 

And, moreover, as Gener] Grant wisely said, it is much easier to 
vemove the unworthy persons. come in through competition, 


for they are without influence to keep them in, which is 
not the least of the of 
i i of bureaus and divisions, 


In other words, the people are now practically united in regard- | than 


ee ons: 


upon p. 
lishment are the character and capacity that best qualify a person 
for the discharge of duties of the office 


2. That common justice requires the application of a fair public | 


test for ascertaining those qualifications. 

3. That he who ts the highest evidence of fitness has 
morally, and should have legally, the right to the office. 

These iples, which have been accepted as sound and salutary 
by all political parties in our recent history, and are believed to be 
founded in natural justive, are promotive of wise and 
administration and conducive to the 

; I might say periodical—outcry against the merit : 
tem is a survival from a time and a state of public opinion 
has long since passed and will not be likely to return to plague the 
people. 


BENEFITS OF THE SYSTEM. 
The benefits which the merit system confers upon the e are 
direct and indirect. The direct benefits are those derived from 
securing for Government employment the most reliable and effi- 


cient service. The indirect benefits are those derived from the- 


stimulus and encouragement given to the general education of the 
people; the industry and achievement which come from generous 
rivalry between aspirants for the honor of civie places, which are 
the trophies of merit alone; and the incentive to exertion which 
produces character and attainments, moral independence, and 


economic 
general welfare. And the} does 





He has also followed the lead of his predecessor in the 
Administration, and recommendod a merit tenure pets oe 
indicating the trend of sentiment among - 
most conspicuous positions in the public service. 
THE PRESENT STATE OF THE LAW. 


stand eligible list. 
woperon sal be removed or otherwise 


for not con- 

to any political fund or not any political 

No in the service has a right to use his official authority 
ori seneene Sete a eee 

Senator or Mem letiemiaad ~ 

nr ae eee residence of the applicant, shall be 






















Seeeenn ane see Senn te pennae the busines on ity necessary 
discharge the duties of such offices. That bill was favorably 
reported by the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, and 
is now on the Calendar. 

Under existing law there were in the year 1894 but 14 of the 
preferred class of soldiers placed upon the eligible list for the 
entire departmental service of the United States, and only 10 
secured appointments. In the year 1893, 15 were placed on the 
eligible list and 13 received appointments. From June 30, 1894 
to January 1, 1896, only 4 were appointed. After the lapse of 


removals, and reductions, been ex- | thirty from the close of the war, and in view of the widel 
toa limited extent tolaw. Tocorrectthisdefect, prevailing sense of gratitude and generosity toward the sarvielens 
I a bill early in the first session of nion, it is believed that the extension of the 
it a offense to willfully favor of or as I have su would be an act of justice which 
any for ae any the classified people of the United States, in grateful recognition of the 
civil service of the the reduc- | services and sacrifices of those who served in the Army and Navy 
tions, or dismissals on the ground of or | in the war for the Union, would highly commend. It is believed 
affiliations. That bill was reported favorably from the mittee | that the average age of the surviving Union soldiers is about 60 
on Reform in the Civil Service and is now on the 5 years, while the average age of those passing examinations is 
y, the for the measure is to some extent superseded by | about 27 years. It is therefore apparent that the number of this 
rules , which ig pat mere restrictions | class who would pass the merit test under our civil-service rules 
upon official liberty in respect, and if enforced with fidelity | would be limited. The extension of the preference to the widows 
will greatly improve the system. Heretofore the Departments | of soldiers and sailors who were honorably discharged from the 
have regulated the discipline of according to their own | service of the United States would be a recognition of a meri- 
rules; and in the matter of a, and reductions | torious class to wh m the patriotic women of America are quite 
the ‘- spoils system ” had a big pull. has been thought by many | willing to concede oe t advantage which will inure to them 
better not to place restrictions upon the appointing-power in rela- h the proposed preference. ; 
an to Aunnnehn tenneas thoapekes theca uirestemovals| With some modifications with a view to the improvements I 
to be made at times, and some discretion must be in those | have . the law would be abont as good as we can hope 
who are responsible for the service. to have it; if those intrusted to carry it into effect are as good 
The complaints that have been mostly made—and they are/| as the law we will soon have a civil service in the United States 
numerous and in many instances with t warrant—relate | in which faithful employees in the great Government workshops, 
to this aspect of the service. iptamebqenitinamniiann, toeliminate | where 175,000 people are earning their living and serving the pub- 
the personal factor entirely from the treatment of and | lic, will be under the law secure im their places as long as they 
there is much force in the contention that the to abuse | are faithful and efficient, and into which no passport but merit 
of the power of removal is minimized by the fact that is no | and personal worth can gain admission. 
thata will be filled by a person agreeable. Mr. Chairman, it was my original intent to lay: before the 
Politically and personaly, than the one removed. Still, lamofthe | Committee of the Whole some information relating to the present 
some restriction should be placed upon removals,.for | state of the executive service of the United States, with a view to 
abuses are believed to be practiced in some instances to the preju- some inquiries which are being made by members of the 
pet gpa ny pet hr rnp get “haa House relating to that service. I shall not be able to do that 
justifiable cause. can only ara by making such | fully in the time I occupy the floor to-day; and I shall thereforeat 
abuses penal and the new do this. As the law has ee time ask consent to so extend my remarks as will 
been, there was no for any ee justice me to place upon the tables of members some statements 
had been done him in these and his out- | and figures which will reveal the condition of the civil serviceto 


some extent at this time and answer some of the inquiries which 
members are i 


accusation or the aa officers against the asper- EFFICIENCY OF SERVICE. 
sions <a their oa = on : t I hold in my hand the replies of the chiefs of the various Depart- 


ments of the Government to a resolution passed by this House at 
the last session, asking for certain information relating to the 
state of efficiency among the employees of theservice. I desire to 
give to the committee a statement of the result of those replies, to 
show as well as such a statement can show the state of efficiency 
in theservice. Every chief in the entire civil service was requested 
to state how many em ees in his Department or bureau were 
below the average sta’ dof efficiency; and I have the happiness 
to be able to say that it appears from the reports from all the 
bureausand Departments of the Government that but thirty-three 
servants in the employ of the Government at the time these 
answers were made were below theaverage standard of efficiency. 

Mr. ANDERSON. DoI understand the gentleman to say that 


signs of section St a he rised Statutes have been allowed by the Com: in all the ate the inefficient were found to number only 
of theiraverage percentages at the head segibarad aj Mr. _ weary beng: mena as reported by the heads of 
section Rule provides as follows: the various us of the Government. 
sae = —_ cal Mr. BOWERS. What time was that response made? 
ine Ee eee ee noes or ae tas Mr. BROSIUS. At the close of the last session of Congress. 
States in the late war of the rebellion and were honorably discharged there- | The resolution of inquiry was passed on the last day of January, 
Repeat the head of the proper register im the order of their | and the replies covered the period from that to the last of April, 
SR Nan nen coqenente. | Mr. BOWERS. As late as that? 
ee rae Sie eae pate, Sak 8 cught te ge Sener, Mr. BROSIUS. That is about the time. 
Very few of the soldiers of ao ey dis- a en Mg the — allow me a half minute 
charged ago by reason of disability resulting frorh . BROS. prefer not to interrupted, if the genile- 
woetisentaenie im the line of duty are now surviving | man will allow me. 
to avail themselves of the advantage of this provision of the law. | It will be easily seen, Mr. Chairman, by the members of the com- 
There are, however, a large number of honorably discharged sol- | mittee thatthe character of the statement that [ am making, and 
diers who have since their nae aie in some degree dis- | am about to make, would naturally elicit a great number of in- 
abled by reason of wounds or imcurred while in the — and my time would be entirely corsumed by somebody 
service who are capable of ee eae ; 
offices under the civii-service law, but who are not ep toany| I have answered the gentleman from Tennessee that the toral 
over others under thatlaw. With a view to correct- | number of employees as shown by these reports of the heads of 
this defect I introduced in the first session of this Congress a | the bureaus of the Government is thirty-three inefficients. 
to amend law so as to extend this preference to all Mr. ANDERSON. I think I can find that many in one single 


| 
| 
E 
| 


. BROSIUS. Well, that may be. This statement comes to 
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Congress from the heads of the various bureaus and Departments 
of the Government as to the average standard of efficiency of the 
employees. 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman let me ask him a question? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Now, if my friend from Tennessee will de- 
Rist -——— 

Mr. COX. I only want to ask one, and a short one. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I want to make some observations myself on 
the service, and unless my time is extended indefinitely I shall be 
compelled to decline to answer any inquiry. 

Mr. COX. I have a very pertinent question. 

Mr. CANNON. I think the gentleman from Tennessee has a 
very interesting question. He looks like it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BROSIUS. I have no doubt of that fact. e always has 
interesting questions and they generally lead to various other 
questions, as they suggést thought in others. 

In the Treasury Department the report shows 22 employees below 
the average standard of efficiency, of which number 8 are ineffi- 
cient on account of age, one being 57 years of age, one 63, one 68, 
one 69, one 70, one 77, one 82, and one 84. 

In the Department of Labor there were 2; and the inefficiency 
iu their cases arose from ill health. 

In the Post-Office Department there were 9 reported, 6 females 
and 3 mules, and age was the cause of the inefficiency of 5 and 
mental infirmity of 2. 

I thought it proper, Mr. Chairman, to make this statement for 
the information of the committee and the House. If any rélia- 
bility attaches to these repliés from the chiefs and heads of the 
bureaus and Departments of the Government, it certainly réveals 
a very gratifying and satisfactory state of the service so far as 
that is concerned. 

Now, in relation to the present state of the civil service, we 
have,in round numbers, 175,000 employees in the various Depart- 
ments and bureaus of the Government. We are paying them 
every year, in round numbers, about one hundred millions of dol- 
Jars. You can easily see the importance attaching to the subject 
when -you contemplate the money taken from the pockets of the 
people to pay these servants. 

In the service of the Government to-day there are in the aggre- 
gate in the departmental service 58,548 re of this number, 


there are in theclassified service 46,454, and we pay them $48,130,017 


a year. In the Post-Office Department there are 104,811 all told, 
and in the classified service the number is 26,316. We pay that 
Department $38,665,025. Inthe Government Printing ce there 
are 2,852 employees, all of whom but 36 are in theclassified service, 
andwe pay them $2,509,830. In the custom-house service there 
are 5,103 employees in the aggregate, and 4,545 of them are in the 
classified service. We pay them $66,333,027 per annum. In the 
Internal-Revenue Department of the Government there are 3,282 
employees, and 3,168 of them are in the classified service. We 
pay them $3,298,266 a year: making atotal of employees in the civil 
service of 174,596, and in the classified service, 83,299, the whole of 
which costs the people $98,936,167. 

These res are approximately correct, but I will print with 
my remarks a tabulated statement containing the correct figures, 

aren to say, Mr. Chairman, that I rejoice more than I can 
express to hear honorable members on this floor, with a devotion 
toa great principle and a fervency of spirit, | may say, that would 


do credit to the apostle to the Gentiles, arraigning the remnant of | o 


the spoils system that yet lingers in the executive civil service of 
the United States. I agree with what they aa a large extent. 
I unite with my friend from New Hampshire [ Mr. Baker] in con- 
demning the remnant of that iniquity that remains in the civil 
service of the country, and that he has been lashing with appro- 
priate vigor, thinking he was arraigning the reformed civil service 
of the country; in other words, the merit system, which in the 
past only covered a of the executive civil service. 

Mr. BAKER cf New Hampshire.. Will the gentleman permit 
me? 

Mr. BROSIUS. My friend knows I have but a few minutes. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. You told what I thought; 
not what I said. 

Mr. BROSIOS. I should be glad to yield to interruptions if I 
had the time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Brosivs] declines to be interrupted. 

Mr.BROSIUS. The complaints which our friends make against 
the civil service are shown by what they themselves say not to be 
complaints against the merit system, but against the spoils system 
which remains. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. That is so. 

Mr. BROSIUS. And all the employees who have been removed 
from office, according to the report cited by my friend from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Baker], taken from the report of 1894, were 
removed under the spoils system, and not under the classified 
civil service of the United States. [Applause.)] There is no wa 
that they could be removed, if they were under the classifi 
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system, unless you assume that a man does a thing without a 
motive. Every vacancy made under the classified service of this 
Government must be filled, not by the selection of the appointing 
EE Ie ee ne ee ig to grade, 
which was fixed and established wi t the 

ee For all who understand an 

service of this country know that those men are 

list after an examination under rules, which 

bility of political preference, because the identity of tlie a 

examined is not known to those who conduct the examinations, 


fix > vercentages, and determine the applicant's place on the 
e list. 
i ; this country 
apply to the service, sufficiently guard’ 
against the influence of poli But after they 
service, it is true that the merit em ceases to 
effectiveness, because not licable, or at least not 
I think it ought to be. And if any member of the 
an amendment to offer ee aaa 
ployeés after they have been : ‘service 
su ‘stich an amendment. ee 
under the executive order recently promulgated do 
extent. ~ 


There is also a mode of shifting employees in the service so as 

operates unjustly when used to 

; of ash. Tt fe claimed, with 

what truth I do not know, that this abuise has been carried on to 
a vicious exterit in this administration. There-is" vice also in 
the present classification of employees that ought to be corrected. 
Any one who visits the departiients can see a number of clerks 
sitting side by side, all doing the same kind of work while their 
ego hee Men several hundred dollars. Thisineqtality ought 
not to : ; 


But there has always been a practical difficulty after employees 
areadmitted. What is the best mode of: , their discipline 
with a view to securing the least of the worst the most of the 
best results is not by any means free from difficulty. 

Mr. LACEY. my friend yield right there? Ido not want 
to interrupt, but I want to ask for information. 


“Mr. B IUS. I know; everyone is asking for information; 
but [have no time. : : 
Mr. LACEY. The gentleman has made a misstatement. I do 

not think he desires to do so. 
Mr. BROSTUS. 7 have a few minutes. 
. Chairman—— 


Mr. NORTHWAY. I do not want to hd oe , but I want to 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr 
e : van i 
Brostvus] is entitled to the doer. 
Mr. NORTHWAY. I want to — that the time of the 


; a be extended until 

use he is c of the Com- 

mittee on Reform in the Civil Service, and we want to ask him 
uestions. , 

«Me, CANNON, I hope the time will not be extended beyond 4 


clock. 
Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, no. = 
The CHAIRMAN. Unanimous consent is asked that the time 
of the genileman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Brosius] be extended 
indefinicely. Is there objection? 

There was no a 
Mr. LACEY. tleman now 
Mr. BROSIUS. 


the political character of these 
And does it not often tha 


Bie list?” 


Mr. BROSIUS. My 
statement. It is true, j 
tify three ~ ons foun 
persons 
to me that the discretion 
ing one of those three involved 


‘was worth mentioning. Now,T 


there am 
















the party in 
ublican, as 


a othe political faith ointed; and, after all se 
persons 0 a ; and, , politics are 
not taken haart «5 yp epee gy y 

Mr. HENDERSON. Better not change it for the next four 

. ter. 

air. phostos. }, is not possible for us to devise a civil-service 
system free from fault. We have not arrived at perfection. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? 

The © - Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
yield? 


Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, yes; I yield to everybody. Iam here for 


the day. 

Mr. BAKER of New oe In the official document to 
which I referred itis shown that there were 1,638 appointments in 
the Interiorand Treasury Departments. Doesthegentleman know, 
or rather believe, that even 38 of these 1,638 were Republicans? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I do not know; and I will give a handsome 
reward to any man who will put me on a plan by which I can 
ascertain the ratio of the two parties in the executive civil service 
of this CE ar) 

Mr. HEND N. It fluctuates. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I have been unable to find out, and I have inter- 
rogated those whoI thought ought to know; but I can get no infor- 
mation aboutit. And I believe that one-half of thestatements made 
upon that subject are as vague, as uncertain, and unreliable as the 
information we from Cuba. We know nothing about it. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
@ question at that point? 

. BROSIUS. With great pleasure. I am here for the day. 

Mr. CANNON. I want to say, as a preface to the a I 
do not think we are going to repeal the civil-service law; but I 
think there is perhaps a real evil ee by the amendment 
rere oS the gen from New Hampshire 

vat I want to call my ’s attention to, namely, that when 
the present A i came in—and I have no doubt it was 
8 under the former Administration—a large number of employees 
a heads of divisions that were not in the civil service were dropped, 
mustered out of the-service, and their places filled one a 

litical standpoint, and in some instances, I will not say in all, b 


ncompetent People, by competent people in some instances, 


will not - ow, then,.there came.in an order covering 
that class o' pon ge bes by the civil service. As I understand, the 
gentleman from New Hampshire claims that as to such appoint- 
ments le who were in the civil service who are competent 
should otcn to rea tment. 

Mr. BROSIOS. I the gentleman’s point without further 
elaboration. 


Mr. CANNON. Now, what I want to understand is whether 
the gentleman would favor a continuance of the spoils 80 
far as its preservation there is concerned, or whether he is in 
harmony with some arrangement like unto that which is offered 
by the gentleman from New Hampshire? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I am not willing, personally, to pre- 

for any p whatever, 


serve any portion of the 8 urpose 
for I it as ‘ntrincoally , a8 iniquitous, as absolutely 


below degree of tolerance; and I would not preserve it, so far 
as 1 am concerned, in any of the civil service of this country 
when a better system be applied. 

I do not see how any man can be of a different opinion after 
witnessing the object lesson in this House yesterday, which will 
be read, I have no doubt, with regret if not humiliation by many 
= people of thiscountry. Twolegislative days were consumed 
y a controversy whether eee or the Montagues should 


enjoy the patronage of the new Library, that it institution, 
with that great erection, which is not denpeanele if equaled as a 


combination of ure and art in any other country. Do 
you not know what the discriminating people of this country will 


say when they read those ? Sot one A 

on both your houses. ose places shall not be the prey of 

politics, but shall be filled by a mode of selection which rec 

merit and qualification alone as tiie paramount test of fitness.” 
But the ty to which my friend refers is one which is not 

easily overcome, unless we establish a tribunal of from the 

decisions and the decrees of the chiefs to a tand remove. It 

has always been a difficulty. I was about to refer to that a mo- 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


421 


ment ago in relation to the discipline of the civil service after the 
employees are admitted throug 
Harrison 


civil-service rules. Whan Mr. 
came in, in 1889, it became a question of how promotions 


and reductions and removals were to take place. The Civil Serv- 

ice Commission, desirous to make the civil service as effective as 

ee had a conference with the President upon that subject, i 
ve 


been advised. It wasthe opinion of President Harrison that 
the question of promotions, reductions, and removals ought to be 
left to be treated by the Departmentsthemselves. President Har- 
rison thought that an “‘ efficiency record” was a suitableand proper 
means of ascertaining who should be promoted, reduced, or re- 
moved. Further, as you will remember, Mr. Harrison’s Adminis- 
tration established what they called an ‘‘ efficiency record,” for the 
government of the employees in these respects. How well it 
worked men may differ in opinion, but it was practiced through- 
out that Administration. After that Administration was suc- 
ceeded by the present one—— 

Mr. McMILLIN. Right there, before the gentleman goes from 
this branch of the subject, will he yield to a question? 

Mr. BROSIUS. With great satisfaction. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Concerning the administration of the civil 
service by President Harrison’s Administration, is it not a fact 
that immediately upon his assuming the duties of the office, or 
very soon thereafter, he suspended the rule or order which had 
been made by President Cleveland placing the Railway Mail Serv- 
ice under the civil service, and turned out in less than a year of 
his Administration between 1,000 and 2,000 Democratic employees 
and put in his isan employees? 

Mr. BROSIUS. It is perfectly true that President Harrison 
8 ded the operation of an order that had been promulgated 
by his predecessor, and he did it to the great good of the service, 
as was afterwards fully and most convincingly demonstrated. 
That, order, it will be remembered, was made at the close of 
Cleveland’s Administration, but its initial operation was projected 
into President Harrison’s term, which was an unsuitable and 
unseemly thing. When Mr. Harrison came into office, he found 
the Railway Mail Service of this country in a state of chaos, and 
in order to have suitable service it was found necessary to sus- 
pend the order that had been promulgated by his predecessor and 
to reinstate efficient men who had been turned out, and give the 
Civil Service Commission time to make adequate preparation for 
the examinations to meet the requirements of the service. I have 
been advised that the order of suspension was issued on the repre- 
seritation of the only Commissioner then in office that they could 
not have eligible lists prepared in time for the order to go into 
operation on the date named therein. 

But it is unfortunate for my friends on the other side to suggest 
a comparison between President Cleveland's first Administration 
and that of his successor in respect to removals from the Railway 
Mail Service. That there may be no misapprehension as to the 
course of events in that Service from 1885 to 1889, I wili give the 
figures from the Report of the Postmaster-General for 1889, as 
follows: 

Changes made in the Railway Mail Service during the four years from March 5, 
1885, to March |,, 1889. 


























RT 

Removy-/| Resig- ‘e Totals 
Year. nations. Gant. D sath by years. 

7 a aad lat 

Mar. 5, 1885, to Mar. 4, 1886... 508 509 804 29 1,440 
Mar. 5, 1886, to Mar. 4, 1887... 446 453 91 25 1,015 
Mar. 5, 1887, to Mar. 4, 1888_. 5B 329 119 41 92 
Mar. 5, 1888, to Mar. 4, 1889_- 571 646 | 108 | a 1,362 
ne ek 2,023 | 1,937 | mr | 1at7| 4, 790 
Whole number on roll Mar. 5, 1885. ._.... ..............-..-.......-..-. 4,356 
Whole number on roll Mar. 5, 1889. _- a | 5, 384 


. i ee , 845 
Pecaltisties uta tating the tous pears | Pipe 
This table, in one respect at least, makes a phenomenal show- 
ing. It shows that the total changes made in Cleveland's first 
Administration were exactly equal to the total number in the Serv- 
ice on March 5, 1885. 

Mr. McMILLIN. But does not the gentleman know that men 
were put in under the Harrison Administration who had not been 
connected with the service before, and who had never passed any 
civil-service examination? 

Mr.BROSIUS. There was nocivil-service examination for that 
service at that time, and after the order of President Cleveland 
was suspended the employees were, of course, appointed in the 


old way. 
Mr. McMILLIN. And appointed from the Republican party, 
as the gentleman will pac admit. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I am not able to say how manly Republicans or 
how many Democrats were appointed. I only know that the effi- 
ciency of the Railway Mail Service, as indicated by the ratio of 
pieces handled to errors committed, showed very rapid improve- 
ment after President Harrison suspended that order. 
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Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. If the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will permit me, I will say to the gen from Tennessee 
that‘of five men restored in my district three were Democrats, and 
they were restored upon my recommendation, and it was so all over 
the country. 

Mr. McMILLIN. It wasnotsoalloverthecountry. The gen- 
tleman is wholly in error about that. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Perhaps it was not so in the 
same proportion. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, i do not yield for a colloquy 
between members of the committee, because that would take not 
only all of this day, but to-morrow as well, when we shall not be 
here. Laughter.) 

Mr. HENDERSON. I will ask the gentleman whether it is 
not true that the order that was suspended by President Harrison 
had been made just before Mr. Cleveland retired from office? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Immediately before his retirement. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I remember distinctly that the Harrison 
Administration looked up the record of the men that had been 
removed, grading them “* one,” ‘‘ two,” and * three,” and those as 
low as three were not eligible to reappointment, and were not 
reappointed even upon the recommendation of a member of Con- 

ress. I tried myself to get a man in and failed, but by virtue of 
Provident Harrison’s suspension of that order, I did get in several 
old soldiers, splendid officers, faithful men. 

Mr. COX. Who decided that question of efficiency? 

Mr. HENDERSON. The Department; on the record the men 
had made daring their term of service. There never was amore 
righteous exercise of power than that which took place in pursu- 
ance of that suspension, and there never was a more brutal abuse 
of power than there was in the removals of men who were faith- 
ful to the service and faithful to the country, even with their 


lives. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, I have observed on other occa- 
sions that the questions of my friend from Tennessee always sug- 
gest thought in others [laughter], and now, while I feel under 
obligation to answer any questions that may be addressed to me 
because I have had my time so liberally extended, I can not yield 
for colloquies or debates between members of the committee. 
[Laughter. | 

I was king of the improvement in the efficiency of the Rail- 
way Mail Service. At the time that order of Mr. Cleveland was 
issned the state of the service was portrayed by a ratio of about 
4,000 pieces of mail matter handled to 1 error committed in the 

«handling. After the order had been suspended and the offices 
filled-by more efficient men, the ratio began to rise, until to-day, or 
at least within a month, there are, as I am informed, 10,000 pieces 
of matter handled to 1 error committed. Of course I speak in 
round numbers. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in reference to the amendment of my 
friend from New Hampshire [Mr. Baker], I want to say that, 
apart from any question of its merits, the amendment is obnoxious 
to a point of order which has been or will be made, and I want to 
point out briefly in what respect it is obnoxious to the point of 
order. I think it very unwise on an ae ea 30 bill to alter or 
modify in any material respect our civil-service law. Thelawand 
the rules promulgated under it provide, and have for many years 
provided, for a mode of reinstating persons who have been sep- 
arated from the service for any cause not involving their own 
fault or delinquency. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Is there not a time limit on 

hat? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I was about to state that, but Ican not state 
the whole law in one breath. It would have been stated before 
now if the gentleman had not interrupted. 
and the rules, I say, provide how persons who have been rated 
from the service for any cause not involving their own fault or 
delinquency may be reinstated, but it wisely imposes a limit of 
time upon that reinstatement, namely, one year. That is, if a 
person has become separated from the service, from no cause 
involving his own fault or delinquency, he can be reinstated at 
any time within a year. That is a very wise provision, because 
without such a limit the law would enable the appointing power, 
if he chose, to reinstate a man in office for any length of time, long 
after he had ceased to possess the qualifications which in the first 
instance made him eligible to appointment. 

It is easily seen that to open that ‘‘spoils gate” would lead to 
the overthrow to a large extent of the merit system and result in 
great detriment and injury to the public service. To guard 
against that evil. the limit was placed at one year, in analogy to 
the rule requiring an examination every year to keep up an appli- 

ity. Now, the amendment of the gentleman from. 
New Hampshire proposes to re that of the law by abolish- 
ing the limitation entirely, which would open the service to the 
reinstatement of anybody who had ever been in the service after 
ee If a man had been dismissed ten eee: 
an 


is now ten years older and ly less 
could still be reinstated by the appointing officer. 
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Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the 
to an amendment which will make that limit 
one: 
Mr. BROSIUS. No; I will not consent to any 
-service 


materially alters or modifies the civil 
it is not a suitable thing to do upon 


deliberation and by a bill for 
ious to a point of order not only 
existing law in another respect. 
faa be reinstated at any time, ex 
q 
But that limitation is also repealed by 
man can not only be reinstated at any time without 
any place without limit. And ee members of 
tee will see the utter impropriety of such an alteration of o 
evens law. It would emasculate the on it would _ 
a great extent; practically it would not be worth a twopence r 
you opened the gates to such unlimited reinstatements. 

Mr. Chairman, the civil service of this country is full of diffi- 
culty. I was a moment about the difficulties that 
President Harrison found in the a of the service. 
For twenty years, or well-nigh that period, the offices were filled 
by one , because the Republican party was in the ascendency 
and con the patronage of the Government. Then-there 
were not so many remov: 
to dismiss some Republicans / 

For example, for twenty years the 
moted from within and 


was promulgated, and were 


party politics. Iam told it 
to become a 


they were regarded as 
When Mr. Cleveland came i 
found these places on an 


ocrats—whether to the advantage or the detriment of 


the Lord only kno = oo ee eee 
of the chiefs and of a 

after all the other places in executive ser 
with Democrats as far as they could be 

ae een. eee 

gated his new order extending 

lace in the executive civil service of 
reenee be mney have ieee aa oem rea 


tion, manifestly he saw his error; 
verted, and issued a thoroughgoing civil-service merit-system 
that 


Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Is it not rather-the fact 
the President, after he had secured all these offices, 


that order to keep them? 

Mr. BROSIUS. what I said. He could only 
appoint them for the purpose of them. I even 
my friend from New Hampshire know that he did not 

nt them to dismiss them. 

. BAKER of New Ham And for that reason he is not 
“Mr. BROSIUS.- Well, 1 always thought that what 

, ; ways @ man 
in his unregenerate days ought not to ieee aeosuneiee: 
oe eee becomes sanctified and occupies a front pew 
in the church. 

ar. See at Bae Spine Even though he holds stolen 


.B US. No, sir. 


tration, but it is one a 


will read 


not 
ee oe ee ee owl 
Rule I, section 1: ‘ 
fit etalts sy SF a provisons of te Sedtewvioe ast ot of tes le 


Now, one trouble I have found with the civil-service law hith- 
erto has been that there was no penalty attached to the violation 








of the of the law with respect to political disevim- 
fnation. But under this rule the man who offends is to be dis- 
missed from office. And it is only necessary-to enforce the law to 
prevent such i ms. 

The second section reads— 

No in the executive civil service shall use his official auheny 3 
offi influence for the purpose of interfering with an election or control- 


ling the result thereof. 


A Memper. What rule is that? 

Mr. BROSIUS. The third section of rule 2. Now mark the 
language of the third section: 
misc sr make ty setye So procure th digsosal ot. or any tanner 

com of — other therein because 
change the official rank or — person 

Mr. Chairman, that came from a Democratic Executive; but 
in my judgment it is 24-karat fine, and I would write it in letters 
of ead over the archway to the entrance of every Department of 
the Government. If that section were faithfully carried out, we 
would have an executive civil service as near ection as we can 
hope to arrive at. It would come up even to the exacting require- 
ments of my friend from the old Granite Sta’e, Mr. Baker. 

Mr. AND IN. I wish to ask the t @ nan whether that 
rule has been carried out by a munistration? 

Mr. BROSIUS. My friend whether that rule has been car- 
ried out be thes resent Administration. It has not. The rule 
did not exist until the promulgation of the order of May 6, 1896. 
To what extent it has been observed since that I am unable to say. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Willthe gentleman allow me 
a a 

. BROSIUS. With ne. 
Mr. BAKER of New pshire. When has there been any 


= ee es eee ting —— 
Mr. BROSIUS. Why, sir, a man who hes Coen a member of 
this House for all these years and has had as much to say about 


= civil service of the country as my distinguished friend from 
ew 

Mr. of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman give a 
direct answer? 

Mr. BROSIUS. For him to ask me whether there has been a 
Sane wis Sen oe ee eee the United States 
has not been un the merit — Why, bless his innocent 
soul, we started under the act of 1883 with only 14.500 in the classi- 
fied service out of a total of 131,000 employees in the entire civil 
service. Then there were successive extensions until the be- 
Oe a a ee eee See service 
reac 55,736. Then the recent order of extension added to that 
number 27,563, still leaving 91,297 employees untouched by the 


competitive 5 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Does not the gentleman know 
that of these dismissals a very large number were under the civil- 
service rules and had been ever since 1883? 

Mr. BROSIUS. If my friend from New Hampshire believes 
that statement, it is because he has said it so often that he has 
n to consider it as true. 

r. BAKER of New Hampshire. Because it is true. 
Mr. NORTHWAY. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
allow me a moment? 


Mr. BROSIUS. ae 

Mr. NORTHWAY. As I understand the gentleman, he claims 
that up to within six months past removals have been made for 
political causes and intments have been made for the sane 


reason, and that now these appointments are covered by the civil- 
service rules. That is true, is it not? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, not just as you have stated it, because 
the gentleman makes no discrimination between the classified and 
the unclassified service. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. But if there was any evil out of 
it, the civil-service rules and their operation, to that extent, the 
gentleman will admit, would protect them? ; 

Mr. BROSIUS. The civil-service law and rules protect, to a 
great — who are within its provisions, and none others. 

Mr. NO WAY. If the gentleman will allow me, let me 
Se my statement. 

am 


told—I have no knowledge of the fact myself, beyond the | the 


information that has been conveyed to me— our pension 
Se Cee ow Ceeety are weter the cue 
service rules. 

Mr. HILL. will be after the 10th of January. 


Certain! 
Mr. NURTHWAY. ‘And vil-service rules will protect 
them in the enjoyment of their office forever. Politics fillsthem, 
and politics protect them. 
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Mr. BROSIUS. Politics have filled them and polities should 
vacate them. Is that the point? 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I would not have, for the examination of 
our soldiers, these men all of one political party. It does not seem 
reasonable or just. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, if I were a czar, if I had the 

wer to regulate the civil service of the United States, I think 

could be eee enough—I say I think I could, I do not 
know that I could be, because I am a thoronghgoing Republican, 
and do not know just how far I would yield to the solicitation of 
politics—but if I had the control of it I think 1 could formulate 
nonpartisan rules that would cover the point to which the gentle- 
man hasreferred. But as I have not control, I think I can say now 
from the standpoint of patriotic independence that I would extend 
the civil-service rules of the country to cover every employee of 
the service of the Government of the United States, and make 
merit and es the paramount test for appointment and pro- 
motion; and I would do it when the parties were evenly divided in 
the service of the country as nearly as is practicable. And if the 
President of the United States had looked to it to have the offices 
fairly divided in the places covered by his order before issuing 
it there could have been, and would have been, no complaint 
made about it. But Republicans very naturally flinch when they 
see the places filled with adherents of the present Administra- 
tion and of its —— ideas, and find these places now covered 
and protected by the wegis of an Executive sete promulgated in 
the last year of the Administration. I am not surprised that the 
Republicans squeal. I feel like squealing myself, and I would if 
there was any remedy for it without turning our backs upon our 
own principles, 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire (interrupting). 
“merit system?” 

Mr. BROSIUS. What is the “merit system?” The merit 
system is one that recognizes personal worth, intelligence, quali- 
fication, and fitness as the paramount condition of eligibility for 
the public service. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. And the only proper test. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I agree absolutely with the 

tleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Then the gentleman is correct on that branch 
of the subject. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. But as the civil-service 
examinations are now conducted, is eligibility any proof of merit? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. 
gentleman there. 

Mr. BROSIUS. When you disagree, it shows that you are 
wrong. Whenyouagreeitprovesthatyouareright. [{Laughter. | 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Will the gentleman allow me 
a question? 

. BROSIUS. Certainly. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. The gentleman is chairman 
of the Civil Service Committee, I believe? 

Mr.BROSIUS. lLIam that unfortunateindividual. [Laughter.] 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I would like to ask the gentle- 
man this question: Afteran order has been issued by the President 
embracing within the service rules certain classes of employees, 
has the successor of that President power, by order, to suspend the 
operation of that rule? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, my friend from Kentucky is very astute; 
but I think I am a little too astute to fall intoatrap that he would 
set for me like that. My friend will excuse me if I say that the 
irrelevancy of the inquiry is so obvious that it does not require an 


What is the 


I entirely disagree with the 


answer. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I hope my friend from Penn- 
sylyania [Mr. Brositus] will not misappreciate the question. I 
have never had time to study the civil-service law closely, and 
I sup that he, as chairman of the committee, has studied it 
closely, and I am anxious to have information on this subject. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, I think that is quite likely. 

Mr. McCREARY ofKentucky. Hasthegentleman any opinion 
on that subject at all? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I know persons who arein urgent need of infor- 
mation on the subject of the civil service; but when a law officer of 
Government is interrogated about the law in a certain case, 

litely replies that he wil! cross that river when he gets to it, 
I shall have to make that reply, because I do not care to go 


he 


into that subject. Ihave no doubt Mr. McKinley will do what 
he thinks is t in the premises. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. The civil service has been con- 
siderably extended within the last few months. 


Mr. B US. Obviously so. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Does the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Brostvus] indorse the extension of it? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Is that the whole of the question? 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. That is the only question I 
propose to ask just now. 
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Mr. BROSIUS. I indorse the extension of the order, but I con- 
demn in unmeasured terms tbe wholesale removal of Republicans 
to make places for Democrats previous to issuing the order, if 
that was done to the extent believed by some; as for myself, I am 
not prepared to believe the President went as far in this direction 
as is currently reported. 

But if he did, time will cure the wrong and make things even. 
Under the merit system there is no danger that Republicans will 
not have their share of the offices. They have all to gain and 
nothing to lose. An incident is told me by Major Harlow, one of 
the Civil Service Commissioners, of a Democraticcollector in Ver- 
mont, which illustrates the practical working of competitive exam- 
inations in this respect. 

One day some of the party leaders came to the Vermont col- 
lector and. complained: 

**See here, Mr. Smalley, you have not got any Democrats in 
your office. These fellows holding the Government positions are 
all Republicans.” 

‘‘ Well, what do you suggest?” asked the collector. 

‘We've gotacouple of good Democrats. and we want you to put 
out two Republicans and give them the places,” was the reply. 

“All right,” said Mr. Smalley; ‘‘I am a little hampered, but I'll 
see ag can be done. You see this list of names?” 

ca 

** Well, run over it and see if you can find the names of your 
two Democrats on it.” 

The politicians did as directed. One of them suddenly blurted 
out: 

‘*What is this darned thing, anyway, Mr. Smalley?” 

‘‘ That,” answered the collector, ‘‘ is the list of persons who have 
passed the civil-service examination. If any vacancies occur in 
my office force, the law requires me to fill them from the names 
on that list.” 

*But these are all Republicans, Mr. Smalley; there is not a 
Democrat on the list.” 

‘‘T am afraid not,” said the collector regretfully. 

“The trouble is, our Vermont Democrats don’t go to school, as 
they should, and until they do, there is no way of getting them 
Government positions.” 

Another illustrative incident is worth recording in this connec- 
tion. Major Harlow had an experience while postmaster at St. 
Louis which matches Mr. Smalley’s story very well. Father 
Walsh, the shrewd rector of St. Bridget’s parish, made a study of 
the civil-service law, and one day came to the post-office and got 
a copy of the regulations governing examinations. The next time 
there was an examination at the post-office a group of bright 
young fellows from St. Bridget’s parish school put in an appear- 
ance as candidates. They had evidently been prepared with care. 
Some of them came out of the examination with the highest per- 
centages and were given positions. ‘‘ That thing continued,” said 
Major Harlow. ‘‘ Father Walsh’s young men would come out of 
the examinations at the top of the list, and under the law they 
would get the-appointments as vacancies. occurred. One da 
some of my A. P. A. friends came into the office and said: ‘Loo 
here, Harlow, you are filling up the post-office with Cutholics. 
Why don't you give Protestants a chance?’” 

These incidents show that the competitive system possesses the 
merit enjoyed by a certain church, which, a wag suggested, he 
preferred to any other, because it had nothing to do with either 
polities or religion. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Is it nottrue that during Har- 
rison’s Administration there were a t many changes made 
that resulted in placing more Republicans in office than Demo- 
crats? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I presume likely. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Do you indorse that? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, that is past. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. There are about 76,000 officers 
of the United States who are not embraced in the civil service. 
Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brosivs] desire that 
the civil service shall be extended so as to embrace them?. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, that is not before us, but I do not hesi- 
tate to answer my friend. Of course not. In the administration 
of te civil service of the country, as in the administration of all 
other practical affairs, we ought to try to be as practical as we 
can, to secure the highest degree of benefit and usefulness within 
the limit of what is practical and useful. Now, it is the wildest 
— in the world to pursue a theory beyond that point. 

r. ANDERSON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
a question? 
ir. BROSIUS. Wait till I get through with what I am say- 
ing. Therefore I would not, because of obvious and practical 
difficulties that would be encountered, be in favor of covering the 
entire service with the merit system. I do not care to go into a 
discussion of what officers I would put into the classified service 
and what officers I would not. 
Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I did not ask that. 


. 
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Mr. ANDERSON. Now will the gentleman yield fora question? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Is there anything in the merit that 
prevents the head of a Department-from ing and finding out, 
when he has two men’ rted-from the head of the eligible list 
— < mene men is a ne eveggeren whichis 4 Sammi, and 
taking his choice in appointing or 

Mr. BROSIUS. The enly rule upon that subject is section 4 of 
Rule I, which says: 


4. No question in any examination or form agetinatiee 
framed as to elicit tafermation concerning. 2 any lake bs enke 
concerning, nor any other attempt be made -to. the political or 
religious opinions or affiliations. ef. any apptanaty: titor, or eligible; 
and all disclosures thereof shall be discoun ne relent anet 
shall be exercised, threatened;or promt pallial orin- favor of any 
cant, smpoian, or eligible because of his tical or religious opinions or 
pee anyone violating that rule is liable to be dismissed from 
office. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Is not that done, as a matter of fact, in 
almost every case? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, perhaps so. I have no doubt it is done. 
Ihave no doubt that the best law that human wisdom ever devised 
is aes violated, and when I see some of the best Republic- 
ans I know on this floor advocating what I regard as a despicable 
system of spoils I am not surpri that other men, who are not 
their equals in merit or in any other way, commit infractions of 
law. Ihave no doubt they do. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Down here in the General Land Office there 

are quite a number of special agents whose duty it is to investi- 
gate land entries and-.other-entries. Now, does the gentleman 
insist that this examination in arithmetic, 
such an examination as is formulated: in 
mission—shows the competency of these men for that special 
service? 
Mr. BROSIUS. Now, I know my friend is intelligent, and that 
he will comprehend me when I say that when he mentions a detail 
in the administration of this office which may not be observed 
carefully or with the greatest~fidelity, that that is not to be held 
an argument against the system. I have no doubt that in these 
examinations some persons are asked improper questions; but on 
the whole, and in the large aggregate;the ns that are 
pounded in these examinations, so far as I tnow. are appropriate 
and suitable to the purpose of eliciting the information and knowl- 
“ese will best pane ee person for the office he is see ;. 
ere is no warrant for the complaint sometimes heard that 
examinations are not of a character to test fitness for office; that 
they are scholastic, technical, bookish, and not practical. In con- 
versation with the Commissioners I have obtained information 
which throws some light upow this subject. , 

The Commission has given more than 250 different kinds of exam- 
inations, and is liableat.any-time to be called upon to any of 
these examinations to meet the demands of the service. The exam- 
ining work of the Commission covers a wider range than the curri- 
culum of any educational institution in the country. In fact, in the 

reparation of examination the Commission combines the 
unctions of the common school, high school, business college, and 
the university, as well as the technological institute. The exam- 
inations range from the simplest educationattest for skilled labor- 
ers, messengers, and watchmen, to the highly technical tests for 
the Patent ce, the Department of 
Survey, Supervising Architect’s Office, etc. 1e of 
examinations the Commission carefully avoids the introduction 
of any tests which are not of value in bringing out the 
tions of applicants for the positions which ee 
‘‘catch” questions are unknown in civil examinations. 
Only common-sense business questions are given to test the fitness 
of applicants for the civil service. 

The regular clerk examination for Department service is 
fined to spelling, copying, letter beiipog Bye arithmetic as 
percentage. It has been suggested to the Commission that < 
subjects ought to be introduced into this examination to 
— intelligence of competitors, but the Commission 

ieve in testing applicants upon subjects which are not 
to the duties of the positions which they seek, and which 
no value in determining their relative fitness for the 
For this reason it is the constant aim of the Commission 


spelling, copying, letter writin 

metic. They arealso required to show some knowledgeof United 
hater , especially in regard to the location of cities and 
States, and in tion ee show their ability to read ordi- 
ee ee ee ee of which tests are applicable 
to the duties of the service which they desire to enter. 
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Of the examinations for special and technical posi 
educational tests are more severe, owing to the character 


the 
the 


sough 
tors are exainined in drafting or chemi , or if the tions 
Petre filled samba a Rusrelodage ot athas-epeniel 


jects, the co itors are examined upon those su ts. - It will 
thus be seen that the examinations of the Commi vary with 
the requirements of the service, the simple examinations being 
given to these who seek positions where the duties-require little 


educational qualification, and the more difficult examinations 
being given to those who seek positions requiring higher qualifi- 
cations. , 


Mr. ANDERSON. Now, I ask you further if it would not be a 
fact that the Commissioner of the General Land Office could talk 
to these gentlemen in his office and in a few minutes find out 
their qualifications much. better than through-one of these exam- 
inations—I will not say one of these absurd examinations—one of 
these civil-service examinations? In other words, he knows the 
kind of work in which they are to be.engaged—— 

Mr. BROSIUS. Why, how could a man take into his office all 
the people who have a right to compete for the honor of serving 
their country in her civil service and talk over their quali ions 
for office? And if he could, how would he escape the solicitations 
and im ities of members of Congress in the interest of their 
patriotic and self-sacrificing constituents? 

Mr. ANDERSON. They were examined for that special service? 

Mr. BROSIUS. It does not make any difference. 

Mr. ANDERSON. A business man ought to have the right to 
select men to conduct the business-of-which he is the head. 

Mr. BROSIUS. - Yes, sir; a private business man has that right; 
but this business is not done for you or any other business man; 
it is done for ba ae of the United States. 

Mr. ANDE . Precisely. 

Mr. BROSIUS. And the people have the right to have the best 
service they can get: and the way to get the best service’is toopen 
the gateway of civil service of the —— to the personal 
wa merit, and intelligence of the whole land. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Precisely. Thatis the point I was making— 
that oe get a better service by this mode of procedure. 
Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly; manifestly so. 
Mr. WILLIS. I would 


he will 4 

Mr. B TUS. Cane 

Mr. WILLIS. I would like to ask the gentleman a question, 
because I will not probably have an opportunity to take part in 
this debate, and I want to vote intelligently. I would like to hear 
the gentleman upon a point that I do not know what to do with. 
The gentleman has stated here that thirty-three by the last 
were below the line of efficiency. I e that was about the 
time this merit system was thoroughly introduced. ‘‘ There were 
then,” he said, ‘* thirty-three below standard of efficiency in 
ental .” That is, before that was made, 
or about that time, og ew pry was _ - y filled under the 
spoils s »a t of appointments were made—poured 
in through the syeilsfonael, oo to speak—and after that occurred, 
this report goes on to say, there were only thirty-three persons in 
the departmental service below the line of efficiency. Does the 
gentleman helieve that? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I must. It is not my purpose or my duty to 
impugn the sincerity, the candor, or the honesty of the chiefs of 
the eels ens ee who made this report. I 
might wot eae < eir standard, but I would not like to express 
os the truthfulness of their reports. 

. WILLIS. I would like to ask the tleman whether he 
does not consider that as one of the few phenomena which have 
occurred in the present age that this occurred under this corrupt 
and iniquitous spoils system, and yet that it should happen that 
there were only thirty-three in the service below the line of effi- 


ciency? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, I once heard an Englishman say about 
an ent that it was pregnant with three assumptions and five 
fallacies; and I should say that this argument, if it is intended for 
such, is a one assumption at least, and I do not know 
how many Now, the assumption is that these officers 
were in the classified service of the country. They were to some 
extent in the classified service, and toa great extent in the un- 
classified service. Now, I am not able to say how many of these 
delinquents were in the classified and how many were in the 
unclassified service, because the inquiries covered all the offices; 
and I have not been able to find out how many of these delin- 
quents were in the one service or the other. It 1s a matter of no 
earthly consequence, so far as I can understand the point of my 
friend’s . 

- Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 


to ask the gentleman a question if 


+ 2h 


Mr. TRA 
question? 
Mr 


. BROSIUS. Certainly. 
Mr. TRACEY. 1 understand that when the head of a Depart- 


ment reports a vacancy and asks for three eligibles, that he may 
refuse to make a-selection of either of the three and may demand 
another three. Is that correct? 

Mr. BROSIUS. That is correct, ae he finds a physical 
disability or some insuperable difficulty in the individuals which 


renders them unsuitable for the service. In that case, he may 


‘return the list, with his statement of the reasons for so doing, and 


if the reasons are approved by the Civil Service Commission they 
certify another list; otherwise not. 

Mr. TRACEY. May I ask one more question? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Why, with pleasure. 

Mr. TRACEY. Why is it esteemed to be necessary under the 
merit system to leave the head of a Department or the chief of a 


‘bureau the right.to choose any of three men, instead of requiring 


him to take the highest on the list? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Why is it necessary for you to have a little 
piece of elastic.in your suspenders instead of having them wholly 
elastic? Itis perfectly obvious-to everybody that a little flexibihty 
in the practical operation of business affairs is useful. I can not 
tell why the law was so made, but I see no practical objection to 
that provision of it. 

Mr. TRACnwY. Does it not lead to the very complaint you are 


— 

Mr. BROSIUS. It does not, because in its average, in the total- 
ity of effect, that-is so trifling as to be of noconsequence. It cuts 
no figure in the efficiency of the civil service of the country. 
That is all. If it did, I think it ought to be amended. 

Mr. TRACEY. Does it not cut a figure, however, in the 
make-up of the political character of the service? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Ido not believe it can, because if you give it 
its utmost effect, if you include the very furthest limit of effect 
that can possibly result, it would be too insignificant to be con- 
sidered in regard to the predominance of one party or the other in 
the service. 

- Gentlemen will understand that when a vacancy is made in the 
civil service—the classified portion of it—the officer knows that 
he can not select anyone to fill the place, but that the vacancy 
must be filled by acertification from theeligible list. He does not 
know whether a Republican or a Democrat is to be certified, and 
therefore his motive for creating the vacancy is utterly destroyed, 
and it is the history of the classified service that only about 2 per 
cent per annum of change is made in that part of the service 
which is filled through the competitive or merit system. The con- 
ditions of good administration require, according to the experience 
of those best informed, about 2 per cent, or a trifle more, of changes 


in a year. ‘ 
Mr. TRACEY. I do not want to be troublesome. but I do want 
to get some information, and I want to ask the gentleman another 


question. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I shall be happy if I can supply the gentleman 
with information. Let me say in this connection that the experi- 
ence of the past has shown that remoyals of those who ahirel the 
service through the competitive system are very little more than 
2 per cent each year, as I have stated, while of those in the classi- 
fied service who entered under the old system something over 6 
per cent are removed; but of those in the unclassified service the 
removals have ran from 40 to 80 per cent each year. This is 
very persuasive evidenee in favor of the merit system. 

t there is another development in the civil service which 
illustrates the vicious tendency of the spoils system. I am advised 
by those who have given careful attention to the subject that 
since 1883 there has been a pregressive increase in the number of 
unclassified places in the civil service and a progressive decrease 
in the number of places filled by competitive examination. The 
president of the Civil Service Doasuteedon advises me that the 
classified clerical places in Washington within the same limits of 
service have decreased 3.9 per cent since 1883, effecting a saving 
of $228,200; while the unclassified: places increased in number in 
the same period 37 per cent, involving an extra yearly expendi- 
ture of $2,971,875, and that if the patronage system had remained 
unchecked and the positions which have been made competitive 
had increased in the same proportion it would require an extra 
yearly e ditare of $3,100,620 for salaries in Washington alone. 

Th lords most convincing evidence of the economy of the 
competitive system, and I entertain no doubt that the ‘‘ merit sys- 
tem,” which the Civil Service Commission are honestly and indus- 
triously, within the limits of the appropriation allowed them, try- 
ing to make as effective as possible, is more than paying its way in 
money saved to the Government in the conduct of its civil service. 

One other matter I want to mention. A very erroneous idea 
——— in some quarters that the merit system contemplates a 

ife tenure in office. The only tenure known to the merit system 
is the “efficiency” tenure. he only life tenure ever known in 
our civil service was under the spoils system. where political in- 
fluence could keep a man in office long after he ceased to be effi- 
cient. From thestandpoint of the merit system there is no reason 
for placing a man in office and for continuing him in office except 






















































that he is efficient in the performance of his duties. This is the 
spirit of civil-service reform, and it would be given full effect in 
practice if reform methods prevailed within the service in the 
matter of promotions, reductions, and dismissals,as they do in 
admissions to the service. Equally groundless is the complaint 
that under the operation of the merit system only young men and 
oung women fresh from school secure places, while practical 
mowledge isignored. Perhaps no better illustration of the prac- 
tical working of the merit system in this respect can be afforded 
than a statement of the occupations of persons appointed to the 
classified departmental service from June 30, 1895. to June 30, 
1896. The records of the Commission show the occupations of 
207 appointees in the period named, as follows: 
scree ‘ee 
Architect and civil engineer 
Beef salesman -..-.....--..-- 


IE, a bindsiemunns Godecigmen att 

EE nc caspe nnn esiounmedtgans 

Carpenters 

Chemists 

Se en ens ccieceescosoneseeh ; Newspaper work 


Clerks Ovenman 
Clerk naval vessel 


Clerk and stenographer. ........-. 


Compositors 
Compositorsand proof readers... 2 | Second Heutenant revenue cutter. 
Cotton buyer III nn 
TRIE VEEE .... dadcteienie eedcubeicsnes 
Dealer in live steck 
Draftsmen 
Draftsman and civil engineer -_.. 
Editor 
Electrical engineer 
Engineers 
PT RUORG naccncove cosa cea cwekens 
WENO Lcbstitnlwnbcemsshsacesoest 
Laborers 
Laborer and housekeeper 
Lithographic & 
y 
Lithographic 


Here is a total of 207 appointments distributed — persons 
engaged in 59 occupations, ranging from butcher and dairyman 
to lawyer and editor. Nothing could make it clearer that eve 
American citizen may com for public place on terms of eau 
ity. no class having any advantage over another. 

Now, in conclusion, to show how thoroughly the country is in 
unity with reform in the civil service, and how the two great polit- 
ical parties have vied with each other in declarations of devotion 
to the merit system, I insert some utterances. of distinguished 
statesmen and others, together with the planks in the party plat- 
forms on this subject since 1872, and also the declarations of the 
Republican President-elect on the subject, that those who sporad- 
ically assail the existing system by trying to strike out the neces- 
sary eee to carry it out may see how unequal they are to 
the task. 

REPRESENTATIVE MEN ON CIVIL-SERVICE REFORM. 


The objection which is expressed in the cry of “life tenure” and “a privi- 
leged class" is one of the most ancient and familiar ap of the 
tem toignorance and prejudice. * * * 
American @ none is more am ly contem: 
to show thata which tends to a 
and a cri dependence u favor 
American . Civil-service reform is but 
= development Stee under — William Curtis. 

n some regards it [the tyran system] was more rous, 
bevanse less obvious, more inne ieee the 
ind Rane SOVER GE Spe macead aeneo of Che peoma, am the-cne thes fell wal 

trent Stee vader aiff t shapes in all ts, 
‘eren governments, more or 
i , controlled, or re; ; but in those of popular form it is seen in 
re cercaeaeeieardmats Ullaun, tcmmkieel Maaaptagrane tots oily 
ar as su a yare to e 
qualifications.— Albert Gallatin. 
ee and worth alone are to be inquired into.—Jefferson in reply to Gal- 
in. 
Every man of sense knows that he can goto any of these Departments and 
ppg ah fy meng ee a ey ter er 

t u others do no’ 8 vea convic- 
tion on this point. There is scarcely a Department of this Government in 
which, if conducted by a private individual as he would conduct his private 
buasinessor the affairs of a private corporation, he would not only reduce the 
com pe trees employers, Sat sonase leteny Se gamer of he 
em ees. Who does not know that this isso inevery one of the 
Depa ts?—Senator Sherman, Congressional Globe, 

‘The greatest reform we could bring about would be to 
distribution 


resentatives of all bility as to the 
ie John J. png ’ 
blic trusts, not tate spoils.—Daniel Webster. 
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administration of their 
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officers.” No motive of personal gain was unable, under the present system, to secure competent clerks. I know an 
law in its practical workings instance where the head of a department tried for years without success to 
been at the headof the filithree or four vacancies in his office with men of special qualifications. 
eal ieee, . . ° : . . * 
pronouncing concition of affairs as pref- We not only do not get competent clerks, but a great many more clerks 
s Se etenciatiinnaiitds aaceanr are upon the service than are really needed. I find that in the Treas- 
gen Quieditden the has some assur- | Urer’s office alone there have been 64) removals, resignations, etc., and 380 


only to strengthen on - 
annual report as to the excellent wor of the civil- 4s intimated in my last report, I have endeavored to improve the civil sery- 
ae. and to see ration | ice within the departmental service by a system of promotions and the eqnal- 
branch of the service to w such is | ization of salaries to labor performed. is plan went into operation July 
__ It. has ——— = walk iat k heme concluded, after commieinen 
= . a number © postmasters o eading cities, to extend a similar 
The General Superintendent of the Railway Mail Service, in his toall post-offices with fifty or more cuisine. and to ingraft it upon 
report for 1894, states: 


via the Fudganent ot tis 
the of this 
present efficiency could not have been obtained any other 


referring to the great improvement in the Railway Mail 
ice since classification’ of that i : 


the 
General Wilson 8. Bissell said: * 


This record is unprecedented in the history of the service and renders com- 
ment upon the effect of the civil- service law upon it unnecessary. 


Worthy clerks had to do the work of incompetent’ or official favor- 
tal service were nearly all partisans and hench- 
men of + politicians and they did not hesitate to neglect their duties to 
of their masters. When Mr. James (postmaster at New = 

in 1873 there were rubbish, 


ites. Those in the 


tion in the office 
of mail were found scattered or piled in various parts of the 


is made. sys- | service is found in the platform adopted by the national Republi- 
my et te Tt fapatre she, een ae can convention held at Philadelphia June 5, 1872, as follows: 
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to subserve pa Seepene ofan almshouge or an and the House of tatives is to accuse and prosecute faithless 

of this report, i sumepeintion ¥ the e ere aro: of the ae hcorsaee demands Le these Soe 

was reduced from and first | tions that Senators an presentatives who may be ju 8 
was built the ieee inp thon Boreas. and accusers not dictate appointments to office. The invariable cule 
” . . - should have reference to the honesty, fidelity, and capacity 
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bureau or division who desires to secure the services of competent clerks is 

almost unable to do so. It may chance that the person who is most pr 

is t; butif he is not competent, he is just as likely te secure the 
t. Itisacommon complaint by heads of bureaus that they are 








































Se the. last six years. The entire force of the office is now 
26. A of removals was on account of a permanent reduction of 
foree, but greater part were wanton removals to make places for new 
people. Ina single year M6 le were removed and l41 appointed. The 
office was kept in a contin state of terror and anxiety, from which the 

suffered, to say nothing of the misery and injustice inflicted 
on 


Testimony of Edward O. Graves before a committee of Congress 
1882: 


the railway mail, adjusting it tot resent system of advancements by case 
examinations. From the smallest of the classified post-offices the workers 
will now begin to climb first through the various grades of the post-office to 
the railway mail, and finally to the Post-Ofice Department. Even the an- 
nouncementof this has caused a new zeal. Since the Administration of 
President Grant there has been no competitive system of promotions in the 
Post-Office t. Advancement. in most cases was made on the per- 
sonal solicitation of friends and not always by the merit of the applicant, so 
that not infrequently worthy clerks who deserved promution were passed 
over in to favor others less deserving. A great aaa discovered 
that there was no ition of merit and gave up thestruggle for advance- 
ment. I felt certain that there was but one way to bring about the greatest 
state of in the clerical force. and that was to give toall the positive 
assurance that advancement or reduction, retention or dismissal, would de- 
pend solely upon themselves, and that all should have a fair chance. 


Report of Postmaster-General Wanamaker, 1890: 
The wise forbearance that had been exercised by most of our former Pres- 
idents had in the several subordinate stations a body of trained and expe- 
rienced meh, who possessed the knowledge of official business essential to the 
successful working of any a. and who were, in general, men of 
characters. degree of permanency of official life in Wash- 
——— had an rtant infinence on the prosperity and growth 
eity, for men who. that they were secure in their places.so long 
as they pees discharged their duties to the Government could afford to 
seek nt homes for their families where their salaries were earned. 
All this was suddenly changed; and it was changed with a disregard of the 
elaims of meritorious public servants, and with the <qeceuans of excuses 
to effect their removal from office on which all candid men, of whatever 
political connection. must now look back with regret and disapprobation asa 
course alike unworthy of those who then assumed the administration of the 
Government and injurious to the future welfare of the country. 
? af x ot 


suqindts 
service, ex-Postmaster- 


conceivable. From 400 to See 


* * * 
The influence of this new method of administration on the material pres- 
Raty of the city of Seg was the least of the evils that.attended it. 
opponents of President kson’s government saw in it a long train of 
public mischiefs, and scarcely any wise man will now question that the 
= right.—Life of Daniel Webster, by G. T. Curtis, Volume I, pages 347 an 


PLATFORM UTTERANCES oN THE SUBJECT OF CIVIL-SERVICE REFORM. 
The first platform declaration in favor of reform in the eivii 


be ae of the civil service under which the subordinate positions of 
the are re for mere party zeal is fatally demor- 
, and we therefore favor a reform of the system by laws which shall 


the evils of peteenane ant make honesty, efficiency, and fidelity the 
——s qualifications for public positions, without practically creating a life 


This was followed by the declaration of the Democratic party in 
its national convention held in Baltimore on July 9, 1872, as 
follows: 

The civil service of the eens apes none a@ mere eatenenes of par- 

a ition and object of selfish greed. It is a scan- 
dal reproach free institutions and breeds a demoralization danger- 
perpetulty of Repu government. We therefore regard a 

reform of the civil service as one of the most pressing necessities of 

the hour; that honesty, capacity, and fidelity constitute the only valid claim 
to public employment; that the offiees of the Government cease to be a met- 
ter wf ccieney favoritism and patronage, and that public statiouw become 


























underneath. the Foot foot above the ‘faor ite es e= or. eee > = imperatively required that no Presi- 
ie extpawagence for all pte needed. Inanother| Im the Republican platform adopted by the national Reprblican 
20 messengers work was found could | convention held at Cincinnati June 14, 1876, is the following 

committee report that the << oe was | declaration: 
Burean, and that it had cost the people | Under the Constitution the President and heads of Departments are to 


make nominations for office; the Senate is to advise and consent to appoint- 

















in 
of appointees, to the in power those places where harmony 
and vigor of etniistettion dw | its Seale to be represented, but per- 
all others to be filled by persons selected with sole reference to the 
of the:public service and the right of all citizens to share in the 
honor of rendering faithful service to the country. 
The national Democratic convention held at St. Louis June 
27, 1876, made the following declaration: 
. Reform isnecessary in the civil service. Experience proves that efficient, 
economical conduct of the Government beaten is =e possible if its evil 


























fervice be subject to change at every election, be a prize fought for at the 
ballot ‘box, be a brief reward of party zeal instead of posts of honor assigned 
for proved competency, and held for fidelity in the public employ; that the 
dispensing of patronage should neither be a tax upon the time of all our pub- 
lic men nor the instrument of their ambition. 


The national Republican convention held at Chicago June 2, 
1880, made the following declaration: 


The Republican party, adhesting te the principles affirmed by its last na- 
tional convention of respect for the constitutional rules governing appoint- 
ments to office, adopts the declaration of President Hayesthat the reform of 
the civil service should be thorough, radical, and complete. To this end it 
demands the cooperation of the legislative with the executive department 
of the Government, and that Congress shall so legislate that fitness, ascer- 
tained by proper practical tests, shall admit to the public service. 


The national Democratic convention of 1880, held at Cincin- 
nati June 22, declared as follows: 


We execrate the course of this Administration in making places in the civil 
service a reward for political crime, and demand a reform by statute which 
sball make it forever impossible for the defeated candidate to bribe his way 
to the seat of the uaurper by billeting villains upon the people. 


The national Republican convention held at Chicago June 8, 
1884, made the following declaration: 


Reform of the civil service, auspiciously begun under Republican adminis- 
tration, should be completed by the further extension of the reform system 
already established by law to all the grades of the service to which it is appli- 
cable. The spirit and purpose of the reform should be observed in all execu- 
tive appointments, and all laws at variance with the objects of existing 
reform legislation should be repealed, to the end that the dangers to free 
institutions which lurk in the power of official patronage may be wisely and 
effectively avoided. 


The national Democratic convention held in Chicago July 8, 
1884, made the following declaration: 


We favor honest civil-service reform and a compensation of all United States 
officers by fixed salaries. 


The national Republican convention held at Chicago June 21, 
1888, declared as follows: 


The reform of the civil service, auspiciously begun under the Republican 
Administration, should be completed by the further extension of the reform 
system already established by law to all the grades of the service to which it 
is applicable. The spirit and eerpess of the reform should be observed in all 
executive appointments, and all laws at variance with the object of existing 
reform legislation should be repealed, to the end that the dangers to free 


institutions which lurk in the power of official patronage may be wisely and 
effectually avoided. : 


The national Democratic convention held in St. Louis June 7, 
1888, made the following declaration: 


Honest reform in thecivil service has been inaugurated and maintained by 
President Cleveland, and he has brought the public service to the highest 
standard of efficiency, not only by rule and precept, but by the example of 
his own untiring and unselfish administration of public aff: 


The national Republican convention held at Minneapolis June 
7, 1892; declared as follows: 


We commend the spirit and evidence of reform in the civil service and the 


wise and consistent enforcement by the Republican party of the laws regu- 
lating the same. 


The national Democratic convention of 1892, held at Chicago 
Jtne 21, made the following declaration: 


Public office is a pubiic trust. We reaffirm the declaration of the Demo- 
cratic convention of 1876 for the reform of the civil service, and we call for 
the honest enforcement of ail laws regulating the same. 


Republican platform as adopted on the 16th of June, 1896, reads: 


The civil-service law was placed on the statute book by the Republican 
rty, which has always sustained it, and we renew our repeated d tions 


nat it shall be thoroughly and honestly enforced and extended wherever 
practicable. 


Democratic platform of July 7, 1896, reads: 


We are op to life tenure in the public service — as provided in 
the Constitution. We favor appointments based on merit, fixed terms of 
office, and such an administration of the civil-service laws as will afford equal 
opportunities to all citizens of ascertained fitness. 


Mr. McKinley said in his letter of acceptance: 


The pledge of the Republican national convention that our civil-service laws 
shall be sustained and * thoroughly and honestly enforced and extended wher- 
ever practicable’ is in keeping with the tion of the party for the = 
twenty-four years, and will aithfully observed. * * * The Republ 

rty e no backward step upon question. It will seek toimprove, 
But never degrade, the public service. 

Upon another occasion the same distinguished standard bearer 
of the Republican party, who will have control of the civil service 
of this country after the 4th of March next, declared that the civil- 
service law was a Republican measure. it was in this House in 
1890 that he made this declaration, when the annual attempt was 
made to cripple the civil service by cutting down the appropria- 
tion to carry it into effect: 

It is a Republican measure, and is in accord with the highest and best sen- 
timents of the country, and no party will have the cou to wipe it from 
the statute book cr to amend it, save in the direction of its improvement. 

n party must take no step backward. The merit system is 
here it is here to stay, and we may just as well understand an a 
it now and give our attention to correcting abuses, if any exist, 
ne law wherever it can be done to the advantage of the public 
serv 
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Tae GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATISTICS PERTAINING TO THE Saas 
CIVIL-SERVICE CLASSIFICATION UNDER THE PRESIDENT’S ORDER OF MAY 
6 AND NOVEMBER 2, 1896. 


UntTep Srates Crvii SERVICE CoMMISsION, 
Washington, D. C., November 13, 1896, 


The PRESIDENT CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sirk: I have the honor to re to the Civil Service Commission that Ihave 
completed the compilation of the statistics which poe operenteately offi- 
cial statement of the number of civil officers of the Uni States confirmed 
by the Senate above classification, the number of classified by classi- 
fication, the number of excepted the from classifi- 
cation, 4 wamber f mberers or - - and the 
number ons not ye’ carried on rolls ecuti 
Mansion, tin Beconttve De nts, and the bureaus, offices, Counanie. 
sions of that service, whether oes by a fixed salary or 
inside or outside the District of um bia, in most cases as the numbers 
amounts s on the average for the last fiscal year, which ended June 80, 

The Treasury Department very cou ited the devised 
the Commepesion., ca whith the tables oa ee ee a 
furnished the supply used in the work. 

7 “ * oa * 7 * 

It was not practicable to classify by compensation positions in the na 

rdg and naval an sofa aa the work that -Detartenent which by 

e Na ment, under ; w were 

* 


approv' 
* * * * 


Since the tables were submitted 


. * 

the proper officers they have in 

Ren eras Se ee of necessity be modified more or leas 
reafter. 


Many offices and some Departments did not retain 

fications. The opinion was general that the faa _ 

tables as an appendix to its annual report, and thuse 

— of the executive civil service at the period of the extension of 
ares reasons why the tables should be printed: they 


t the 
condi- 


There are urgent his 


torical 
Present condition are uaccassiblo to all except those with the Commis 
t diti inaccessible to all ex those with the Commission. 
Pr general review of the tables will be found in the f skeleton: 


A general review ollowing 


the number of is as follows: 
ponantions = positions 
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irri 
guaeeiseaee 


oP 


aé 


Potal Ger qmamnimatiom ...... 600 -k diveieds cade c.cdeeess Siease 
Classi: but excepted from examination: 
Private apcretanien amd contention’ chest baie a en pee 
-houses 


pted places 
Positions now held by Indians in the Indian service 


Total covered by civil-service rules and regulations -..... 


THE UNCLASSIFIED SERVICE. 














ia a a ee ~ 66,725 
a EN Sicicivn cities ebdieiniee aula 71, 806 
Total unclassified service -....................--.----------- 91,310 
Total classified service -.......................------- 82, 343 


Total employment of labor under Navy regulaticns. 5,088 


Total dealt with by United States Civil Service Commis 8, 408 


Total executive civil service ..............02-2..22-- scenes 178, 716 


Total dealt with by Commission...................--..-.--.+----- 87, 406 
Total in classified service before the revision of the rules -....- 55, 736 


Total regulations 
he ee On Tay 6 cad Movember 2 ao 


Amount paid for compensation of rsons in the executive civil 
OPI ov setney on msde aameiveniins am Lhetindeiticintct aidasacees $99, 574, 767.28 
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CLASSIFIABLE, BUT NOT CLASSIFIED. 


The follo itions in the executive civil service are classifiable, bu® 
Slassified: rp 


Geological Surve 
Field 1d assistants 


por = ea ia iamiidiint dais mance Sp uenhacee coccepecsieees 


not as yet c 


DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE. 
War Department. 


Guides. Department at tetas 


Engineer department at 
Cranesman Guill pasaiait be trenaterred to the classified list) ...... 1 
Nee TT es accede ein andins asconpawenceneedcice 79 
Department of Justice. et 


Penitentiary at Fort Leavenworth, Kans.: 


Benes — dct a a ad Sigil ntddse acemécos cone 
Superintendent of transportation and farm -........................ 


Total Department of Justice... ...........................-....-.--.- 5 


tet et et pt 





[Nore.—The question of transfer the above employees of the Fort 
Attorney Get Peni nitentiary to the pee . 


ed list is under consideration by the 
y-General. } 
Department of the Interior. 


PE iddinnnneedteaahitecsuha cecone Dances cccecs cocces 60 


2 
6 
i 
Alaska 1 

Special commissioner, Des Moines River land grant.......... 1 
Cc of abandoned military reservations (no pay). ..-- * 
1 

9 

5 


NS a 
General appraiser of abandoned military reservations........ 


laneous: 
Visitors to Government Hospital for the Insane. .-..... ........ 
Government Directors for the Union Pacific Railroad ---.--...- 








Total Department of the Interior ...... ...... ...............----- 85 
Library of Congress. oa 


Ln wnenes ebconcocaneancsons 3u 
emere oe service. - 





79 
5 
Department of the ee tibdengamtabéstes onsece gues wes ewenees S 


ee IIIS UPN on son neti cncccs tanece cove secccccnceces 208 
Post-office service. 


Fourth-class postmasters .................--...- pdinsesiadimennecosanas Sacese 66, 725 
Clerks in— 








ooo sais denna shenncscarsceunoecees 7 


Custom-house service. 


Ports with less than five employees— 

















State of Maine: 
8 
8 
8 
3 
3 
i 
i 
1 
ll 
Btate of Rhode Island: .Newpo ee se 
of Connecticut: co ee  . .. nocemunecconces i 
State of New Jersey: Great ee Marbor............. iphiniincil i 1 
State of ee snc uubeens 2 
State of Maryland: — 
LESS ST AT sciteaas ii Mtl ius 1 
I ee | atsd wuseosiavescous 2 
State of Virginia: rw 
Alexandria. ce 1 
NE AS SR A a a ae 
ne nono i 
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sealing. 
gun 


anny ree 
We at nae DE 


ba lpimecan lines ines 
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430 


Ports with less than five employees—Continued. 
§ h Carolina: 


State of South Soe Georgetown 
ee of Georgi 
8 ~ - Atlanta) 
Port of it. 


Total for Georgia 


State of Florida: 
Apalachicola 
Fernandina - 
St. Augustine. 


Total for Florida 


State of Louisiana: Brashear 
State of Tennessee: Nashville 
State of Ohio: Columbus__._. 
State of Indiana: E 

State of Missouri: St. Joseph 
State of Michigan: Grand i 


a Cmabe of Nebraska: 


State of Oregon: Coos Bay 
State of New York: Syracuse 
State of West Virginia: 


Recapitulation, custom-house service. 


Total not yet classified 
Add Denver, classified since June 30 


Total by tables 
General recapitulation not yet classified. 


oa anna APPOINTMENTS NOT CONFIRMED BY SENATE. 


eee pee Commission 
terior | 


pode en fF omnaien (no pay) 
Member «who is secretary 


Commissioner to negotiate with the 
Commissioner to select and 
Bpeclal agen Reservation, in the te 
ts to aliot lands in several 
eeriitect ot the Capitol 


, Total Interior Department 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


»o ee 
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Total Presidential not ae by Senate and now in the 
classified service. 


re ee 


POSITIONS EXCEPTED FROM EXAMINATION. 


{Excepted places are in the classified service. ] 
Departmental service. 
Office of the President of the United States: 
Siete The private secretary (but the confidential clerk is not yet selected) . 


, The private secretary (but the confidential clerk is not yet selected). 
fast 
Theprivate secretary (but the confidential clerk is not yet selected). 
The private secretary (but the confidential clerk i» not yet 


lected 
Attorneys and assistant attorneys ..... Sanaa a iaimancdene 93 


Post-Office Department: 


The private secretary (but the confidential clerk is not yet selected). 


N 
, ne dor to the Secretary (but the confidential clerk is not yet 


A cometiek GOR... ni cnncterusnapt ccinatnis timaaihinteapatinaiaiaa 


Total now fee eg as specially excepted from examination... 
[Norr.—By Rule VI of the civil-service 


DECEMBER 22, 


-— et a 


rules it is provided for , 
from examination or registration in the service as follows? 
Sew Sarl au ao ee ah 


dent or to the head of cach of the eight Executive 
Post-office service. 


Cashiers to postmasters at first-class offices.............-.---..s-----.---. 
Assistant Suctmaatere... 


Se AR ee ERE ER RE Ree OOS ore eeeeee 


_—-- 


Total excepted in post-office service..... amneaiiiaeinavi 


Custom-house service. 
Cashiers to eollecturs. ....<csccsiiccvepinaveccsccvaisbind absagiineasaremerannitansi 
Principal d 


ew eee ree ewww ween 


Total excepted im CUStORY NOUS. .... .....--- cee ccmnee -ovongga wanes 


: Recapitulation of excepted places. 
Regortnented, ial, specially ONE GIE.eseetce nai aippbitterenitrchinateweniinnits 


leerhiaee one SENN... .n.nccmenstiaee 
Total specially excepted 


ee re ee ee eee enews ewe 


Pee eee wee eee wen wwee 


Total Indians now in the service normally excepted from examination. 


At the following Indian agencies: 


ee ee 
tee a newer enews 


Oe eee ee wee wee 


—— ee es ew eee wae - 


i tmnierennccas 


ee ee ee 


Sot ne eee nnn 
ee wee 


Awe eee een mee 


12 | White 

SB | WNW inns dhininatn wsititiattliniins 
SDT TN, ab iiindeudcasdabieae 
17 | Miscellaneous ......-..-.--..-... 


107 
% 
B 
6b 
ll 
R 

8 

1 

8 
46 
18 
25 

7 
13 
76 
4 
21 
27 

6 
238 
16 
14 
39 
16 
R 
R 


a 


Total Indians at Indian agencies. ......-..2. ....<e-ceeee-nceeneeeeeee 1, 


At the following Indian schools: 


Agency Stee eee em nwwe 


i 


Agency sth 
school. .... 
Agency oor eaten 


SE nia jctibew cnn sctibagvecan 
Per GNR CCRC scire omnisiitienaropiiiah 
NII... vcicsiipsiininsnpibeilihniian 
BUOY: cinccissicteouiiin tenpiin-te ichdagladatale: 
Pima 


Pails ascy oay 
phe ls Aascy dn si 


wunes come ewes cnncuctuse 


Gan tne Bex Gistad of thalli. 


Shawnee.............. 


Ban Garios (agency)......------« 


aenomereSeSoasBatachBancwecarwaBakt B aSe 


Qsage (agency) o-oo 


OMmOcwaSHerwer KerwcmeSre FrBanpeoncnreawrSeanmow 












ae eese rene oe tee eewne were enews coe eens e 


Tomah......... 
Umatilla i aeiepstncnanis 


ene eee tee Oe ee ee eee 


2 

B 

9 

9 

+ ‘ 

Siletz (agency). .........--«----- : aan een ne teen ween nese 

5 

7 

6 

R 





of Indians 
Aggregave of Indians employed in the Reahiivcowaie 


Aggregate of Indians employed in the Indian serviee---.........-- 2,061 
fact that Indians now 
The oe oon 


curtain ootonttegtn setinee copvien the Service at large..................._.... PY oO ea 
positions cocupted imto fone by we =m oe Wh oor fice. - : ‘ Shiai 
those 
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to fill any of those positions 


: 

: 
: 
: 
: 
; 
: 
: 
' 
; 
' 
' 
: 
: 
’ 
‘ 
' 
' 
: 
: 
' 
’ 
' 
’ 
’ 
; 
’ 

: 

; 

te 


i cc 

and Chattanooga National Military Park Com 

Shiloh Battlefield Commission 

ee ae SS SE 
Civilian tenet ie Headquarters of the Army and at 
em uarters Arm at 

the several department headquarters, ete__.__. ___. . Seti 173 


2 







Office of the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General: 
Office of the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General 


Naval War Records of the Rebellion _.......... 15 


Pt tittamvan..—— » 
Bureau of Navigation _.......................... 23 
of 




















em ee mee ene ween nee Oe 


2 
25 
United Coast and Geodetic Survey............ 150 
Marine- Service Genser s Cees. oy 

Naar ag _@ ——— | _-Baresu of Equipment ..... 


ee RR Oe nt eres Beene eee nnn eens 


Office) 5 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing ._....._............ 
re eae ee 


I I erica 3 
. aa 3,731 





Bureau of Yards and Docks __.............-...-...--.. 8 
Bureau of Construction and Repair -.............--.-.. 2 





commissioners... .. laetibibbansip atti wietststaipiithtelbaiaile slg 
R.. ot. 
Total Treasury Department outside Washington... 7,42 





Naval pedo Stati Newport, R. 
a 0 o lon, Ne y Be 2... 
Naval War College ........ et Pith awence 

Naval Home, Philadeiphia, RR oie t thas die cane 


~~... 11,566 a tink ema batiuoe 


i 
surgueseshezegeses 












Total Treasury Department...... 








—_ 


P ink « 
— eas ee ee ee ee eee oe 
Ro ea) nme Ke re Bn Sap «SADE aaa i 
‘ = cre walt dae 


Navy Department—Continued. 
Bu ureau of Ordnance— 
Navy-yard at— 
ortsmouth 


Naval station at Newpo 
Naval Proving Groans at Indian Head 


Total Bureau . Equipment 
Bureau of Yards and Docks 
Navy-yard at— 
‘ortsmouth 


SoBaR Bro 


Toma 


Total Bureau of Yards and Docks 
Bureau of Construction and Repair: 


oo e & Sons 


wport News 8. and D. D. Co 
Union Iron Works 
Moran Bros. & Co 
Homestead 


comcot mes 


= 
bat OS et Ot et 


-o H. Dialogue & So 

Newport News 8. hey D. D. Co 
Onion [ron Works 

Moran . & Co 


Total Bureau of Seams Engineering 
ou of oe and Accounts 


Total Bureau of Supplies and Accounts... . 
agua otiese— 


TES IEE IE AAAI Ra OT OF 
tion claims roll.....-....-.....- aeredegnaion ) 
otments roll... .... ....cove-c ces saclbihdiesde Dihidipaiote 


am Office of Indian Affairs 


Des Moines, San 
DRED WEEE: a:<<0oece..cksaidineicadias laetaeiaaes 
Indiana; Ind 


of the Capitol 
Government Hospital for the Insane... 
Freedman's 


Superintendent of hospital at Hot Springs, Ark 


Total Department of the Interior................. ieaideipiinhee Th, C0 
Department of 3 
Office of the of qstoiogs tp biinnnsandainihs aibciinnts 
Division of Accounts and ll 
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eee Pere eee eet eee et te ee et 
OOO eee eee eee eee ee eee eee wanes eeeeee 


eee ere rr eee eee eee 


Sugar and rice observers.................................-...... . 
Corn and wheat observers ......................--..-.....-..... 131 


oe ua a iad aa 










































Total Department of Agriculture .....................-.. ass 481 
Total departmental service -...... ................~-....---.--- 2, 193 


Post-office service. 
Clerks in auras of substations in cities or towns having— 


nme 
Samp sgencion ee in some or towns a hanes 
Soevndlekas olliees .. ve) EE I GE i ee SSS 





1 
Total by compensation and navy-yard regulation ...................-..- 
Total Presidential not confirmed. OSE eI, ORE 0S FIORE : 
Total for the departmental service...........------------.-- eanweee 48,802 : 
POSITIONS EXCLUDED FROM CLASSIFICATION. 
The following excluded from classification Deputy collector, Rochester, N. Y o 1 
Rule Ill, section clauses (a), (by, (e), and (a), which provide that the fallow. eee. SE 
Seer tn ame ployess shal} not Lesubjectto the provisionse= | = Taty collector, New York, N.¥.............----..---.. 1 
by a person whose place of private business Cartmen, New York, N. ¥ -..... .-.---..-------+-----+---- 2 
is conventoatl iy ae for his fs performance of the duties of said position, os or Deputy collector, Petersburg, Va..-........-..---.-.--.-- - 
an sera @ person remunerated in one oom tb both San, for —— collectors, Sandusky, Ohio--............—-....--- ‘ 
for necessary rent, fuel, and lights turaished tor the por- Assayer, Kansas City, Mo Padgewaceensesnawnseccce : 
the duties thereof: Provided, Ti That in at in either case the performance Deputy collectors, Detroit, Sich —-----~ == 7-0-7 : 
of the f the duties of said lon requires the time and attention Deputy ma ares = sapeeOrs, anes em.. 86& 
of the occupant, Sepeunalion out. for his personal ieapoctors, Milwaukeo, Wis - : 
salary only, $300 per — wa permitting Deputy collectors and clerks, Marquette, Mich.......... 7 
basiness a comma ” . of Saree other regular Deputy collector and inspector, Duluth, Minn. . ‘n 3 
Under clause (a) the following positions were excluded: Deputy collector, te rn noone t 
tal Inspector , PSRRIEEED © oo 0e oo ene sacs seen sceassseseecese 
Treggeee Total in classified offices - .......................-...-.-..- 53 
t ion 49 - De a eee K bunk, M 1 
jo Re sece ocece Secces Sueseeeese cess sces jut vector, Kenne oun ©. oo becscoce sesso 
I SUG aon odhocansadinniecsipendtneenadhi 2 Deputy collector, a Ss = — EE i SBR ; 
—_—____ ua surveyor, ro Omerson, ¥.xX ........... eeneocce 
Total Marine-Hospital Service. ............-...-...-..- a Deputy eurverer, Patchogue, N. eee ea 1 
Light-House Deputy surveyor, Geattenooes, GOD vit tatensidieinal Ft ical 1 
Custodians of light-house property-..............-.... u Deputy surveyor, Rock Island, [ll -....................... 1 
EPO oii ch oo pena cababievtinns onecabdnapeapios 38 Deputy surveyor, Peoria, Ill - ceaeemnateens 1 
Enc dhicacdinecsinnhtnten sicaebiasoe 1,400 Deputy surveyor, ones Biaffs, RNAI gS nn ok fo i 
-——— Deputy surveyor, Burlington, lowa -.................--.-- 1 
Total Light-House Service.......................-...-. 1,450 Desuty surveyor, Dubuqu oq e, Towa Soe dakiatide-ehinintasincd 0 5 1 
Disbursing construction of public buildings. _......... 29 Deputy surveyor, Sioux [Jows 7 oeibs aioe ogee SD l 
(Nore. of Soe a aes agents did sonaive Deputy coneesor. Eureka, Cal Pibnnonnseneveee anon nannensn ++ l 
over annum, but some We haditingsare Depu jector, Yaquina, Oreg......................-... 
ploted at “hia time os and they will soon be of office. } Deputy collector, ' Dunkirk, N v esi Biiieg sib saniowd anced 1 
coos Diibise +iicnbeuasilbe soceeccunessuaiversece } Total in unclassified offices ............. idiot enmeil aa 


Total custom-house service, clause (a) ...................---.-. 67 





Total 
Spuhliguter dtutene at Internal-revenue service. 

— Alabama, at large, deputy collectors.--.. stata inalns taiigell Gihitbinateeiktles 3 
California, F dist trict, deputy collector........-......-.----.... 1 
Colorado, at large,deputy on ec ee Ss sctielinchhtit Gunite viens Wate tinaesies 3 
nnn 
Dlinois, Fifth deci rat cl colle eons rca i 

tT abeotesteouge oabeebtnh esas os 
Illinois, Eighth district, deputy collectors......................-.... 2 
Iitnois, Eighth district, suitor See rarer set eno 

a couectors 
Indiana, Se "Seventh district, depiut collectors 2 
owa, district, a 

foe Forth dnt den z, collectors. . 

a large, Ee a 
Rentacky, Second erocnectors Te atid ieee aleve 2 
Ken Eighth district, janitor SIT dio. ns champs basinioronne i 
Micbiges, Weret Pisint dapat csiiscto ; 

DT .+ «an seaBeodec ceeed BOSC OOCCCS 
na Gite iat, Gopaty it actor. aie adie iaevahiond 1 
ew Fift a om to 2 
New ew York, third uty colect« rs me = ; 
orth Carolina, Fou o "ai ty collector. .........-.------ i 
ot J 5 x ih distri, fonke iti sr Baal ti : 
Post-Office Saltae gab cach 5. aianios Poa ae Ohio: Ele io: Ele autre deo puty collector - i 





> 
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Oregon, at large, deputy collector - nsccratensadesmneel 
ennsylvania, First district, deputy CcbkeGhelbi:Scssanstitintientione 
ennsylvania, First district, janitor ----- antiuuiioalidiladtiinis 
ennsylvania, Twenty- -third ‘district, deputy collector 

Tennessee, Second district, deputy — So meimmsiliias 

Tennessee, Fifth district, deputy collector -- 

Texas, Third district, det uty collectors 

West Virginia, at large, deputy colleetors -.. 

‘Wisconsin, First district, deputy collectors__.. 

Wisconsin, Third district, deputy collectors 


BOO RSTO A 


Recapitulation, internal-revenue service: 
Deputy collectors 
Janitors 


Total internal-revenue service. .....-...c0..400+s--+---+--+--- 


Recapitulation for clause (a). 
De TRE I IOD ano cis snae svi nconsesnvsnsscpeicnewnepenieatnn 
saa i a.  shisinitcher ip SUIS eto lene aI 
Custom-house service 
Internal-revenue service 


Total excluded under clause (a) 


“ Clause (b). Any personin the military or naval service of the United States 
who is detailed for t Soghwmenee of civil duties." 
Under clause (b) the following positions were excluded from classification: 
Treasury Department: 
Officers Te rank detailed from the Army or Navy for duty 
with the Light-House Service 
Assistant surgeons detailed from the Marine-Hosvital Service 
for duty with the immigration service 


Total Treasury Department 
War Department: 


Arm or c Loy with the nem etn and Chattanooga »* 


Commission -..... . 
Interion Seine 
Army ee detailed by the President for duty-as Indian " 
agen 
a officers detailed for duty ‘at the following ‘national 
rks— 
Yellowstone 
Yosemite 
General Grant, Sequoia, and California parks. ...... 


Total at national parks 
With Rock Creek Park Commission 


Recapitulation wee ae (0). 
Treasury Department 
War Department 
Interior Department 
State, War, and Navy building 


Total excluded under clause (b) -.......2..-....--.....---- 53 


“Clanse (c). Any person employed in a f country under the State 
pa or temporarily employed in a con’ tial capacity in a foreign 
eoun 


Under clause (c) the following positions were excluded from classification: 


Biate De ent dispatch t at London 
The Smithsonian Institution foreign agents 


Total excluded under clause (c) 


eee pat tion whose duties are ofa 
if apt en performance of whose du 
rm oO _ 


Under clause (d) the following positions were excluded from classification: 
Treasury Department: 
Rev cunolathan Service— 
Crews of vous on the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific coasts— 


Sebes Beery Dem NeOh .. wcaiiaciincccceinsenedeccscenccconss 2% 


Treasury Ee Depactspent..... ee 
Navy Department.-................. ecceccascive copserestubbnesbcie 


Total excluded under: clause (4) ...-2.-.nsc0s snes ccccceccceese enc ee 


5, 


bl 
53 
3 
S44 


_—— 


Total positions excluded from classificatioms..........-..........-- ea 


a Me see and ene of the Berrice tn tie Aten tee con ee 


Snail eulik bee-dunee veaees aa qnitseed tein am te nenbiodiaee anion nine oom 
season of nw 


vigation. 
The clerks to in the the 
and ane tharefeive thueod ta thie eee oa shore da the 


peymaster. If the wero at sea, they would bo considered is and 
refore not in executive civil 


sucdeneSnocugeediinsnernson 
ane preeenigtiaa a Fie topics 
IB., .....- cnayenisnntinianevae encbimietiesdedihebhing deleablad 


oo one seen ew ec ewes oe eeen cores soc ces casecsencens seeceve, 


Department 0 of J nate a geen dighe shimeumedas keh erabenabaras cussed 
ost-Office Department 


Nave De 
Interior Bepartment noi ances 
Department of 


ORC. 2 psec ins snninenaniacsoigninnnipiaaa 
Department of La 


Commission of Fish and Fisheries 
Interstate Commerce Commission 


Total Yost-office service 
Total Government printing service. 
Total custom-house service -..... . 


Total internal-revenue service 


Total Presidential offices confirmed by Senate...............------. 4,815 
UNCLASSIFIED LABORERS OR WORKMEN. 


pemeeee manele tie 
chek cdetnaee —eaers qenoenty: 
tive Departments, Sa ke eae as 


Oe ee Re OR eR eR Re eee eee eee Seeeee 


of rand ni<tepenent bunts smbmasnesehenmmntins hagnet 
tendent —— War, and Navy building-.................. 


= t getting service 
custom-house service ........ siiteecbaineneibae Jct ibvdbsaielibes 
Total laborers and werkines below classification 
THE TOTAL EXEOUTIVE CIVIL SERVICE. 
entire-executive civil service of United 
outlying 


3 
a5 


OE EEE EE AS Te ee a a 


ESISERER 


ee ee ert ee eee we eee eres 


exes 


a 


Sal 
SE22 cheliccke 


bp one Seaberenal ene somerined| by a ed naa 
em a +e errr emer eer 
Private secretaries and rs pen cals 


snd custom-houres ces ener 
excepted 


» 


Dvinensttinwtidsqewmeen seceyndgipes 
en eee eer er ew meen cree 


he ee eee RE Rw 


Oe eee nee renee eens 


wee ec en = ence eres ence ccecos 
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THE EXECUTIVE CIVIL SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



















An approximate rae number of sonanss the United States by the Senate above classification, the number o/ classified perscns 
classification, excepted places, excluded from nd the mde: labo Ker bel l ficatio na 
et oman carried on the volle of the Mueoutive Dzoartments, bureaus, Rt mad aptaattieieds, helher compensated by. 0 fined calaty oF 
otherwise, inside or District on June 80, 

Classified service. re 

Classified by compensation. : Excepted places. 

Class. E 5 H 

— a ; ae 

afilasts je 3 8% eltl& 
Bureau, office, or commission. Pataca cal call cede 32la3 gi aia 
1|8,|% a.|4./8518) § loses | 18/8 \5) 2 
os 2 == = a | S235 | Ole ie > 
3 Bei Beleely| & ried a |e/ 2/3/34) § 
g3)e3ie3\¢| 3 fy fs 2 12) 2/3/3| 2 
eigld a la ja ja} & be) 8 18/a\4i4) 8 





RECAPITULATION, DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE. 

































coe] sedcnnclonceselesveed 1 i Phu... 2 5 
2 2 Si 1) 8B; W 8 
i 10 6) W 9 4; 
220) 08%; 688) 836; 784) 407) 512 
426 1,007; 782) 907 | 653) 221) 350 
1 38 2; @) ©) B| & 
9 be 4,464 1,065 | +182 | 188) 34 
30 239; 160; 117) 74) 48 
16i'| 756) 685 1,000) 643 278) oR 
99 SY) 350) 271; 188) 37) 44 
1 3 hj 24) &! 2 5 
3 82 | | 16 g 5 
i 48 2) 3 9 2 1 
2 3 il Dis diate cuepveege 
2 5 10; 2@ 


SOO Re ee OR ee Me een enna Se ewwn ee ewen |e ewes) meee en! eee ee aww wwn| we ween | ew nenn 


Ee ee EEE Re eR Re Ree eR EES Cee eH) Henne ae eee | a ee wee | @ www en) we ewww eww wen | wwe e wn ew eene 


10 [2,081 | 97 98 | 2,842 
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Unclassified service. ' ees Grand totals. 
from classifica. | 














my | ces . 
| oad . 
g2 88 | 38 saa ‘ 
4° 3 ) a 2 ¢ | - 3 S 
o ® | bh me 
($\Ss : : g a 
3 ; S » he 5 3s 
b> 3 = 2 ¥ a a 
eS - : 8 
og Q 3 S = 
eBtliuta| Se & f 
PSa\ Ese] oe 2 2 
sad S38 “3 a Se 2 
<q & a, oO Dp <j < 
i 
a 21 $35,200. 00 
58 4 &2 91, 340. 00 
79 9 8 126, 500. 00 
1,565 | 3,508 15, 168 | 11, 971, 227.00 
8,192 | 6,665 14,857) 9,895, 250.68 
520 1s 704 | 1,344,909. 00 
8,373 91 &, 464 8, 822, 458. 38 
1,164 Mh 1,198 1, 298, 539. 58 
8, 978 737 9,715 | 8,075,607.07 
O04 x...... 4, 120 638, 600. 00 
1,683) 568) 2241 | 1,713.565°7 
92 3 95 27, 380.00 
169 M4 183 180, 440.00 
5 142 195, 020. 00 
101 221 126, 440. 60 
65 282 243, 716.16 
SP ecswns- 39 39 51, 720. 00 
A & on | 6,068) 3,885, 754.58 





0,881 | 12,107 | 6 


HS 


668 | 48,768, 617.04 
= : 
| 12,107 | 62,668 ) 48, 768, 617.04 
| 78,496 | 104,811 | 38, 685, 025. 10 

36 2,852 | 2,500,830. 97 
1% | 6,338, 027.36 
232 | 3,208, 266. 81 


558 | 
1l4 


~~ 


8,716 | 99, 574, 767.233 


| 91,8106) 1 
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THEODORE L. DE LAND, Examiner. 
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Here a message from the Senate was received, and the committee 
rose. The Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. HEPBURN, from 
the Committee of the Whole, reported that they had had under 
consideration the bill H. R. 9648, the legislative appropriation 
bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, before the House again goes into 
Committee of the Whole, there are a couple of Senate amendments 
tothe urgent deficiency bill which I should like to have concurred 
in at this time. 

Mr. BROSIUS. It is understood that I shall have the floor when 
the committee resumes its session. 

Mr. CANNON. That is understood. 


URGENT DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House concur in 
the Senate amendments to the bill H. R. 9753, the urgent defi- 
ciency bill. 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

Page 3, strike out lines 12, 13, and 14 

Page 5, after line 2, insert: 


“Senate: For folding speeches and pamphlets, at a rate not exceeding §1 
per thousand, $5,523.07." 


Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Illinois whether any change has been made in the appro- 
priation for the penitentiary at Leavenworth? 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, no. - 

The amendments of the Senate were concurred in. , 

On motion of Mr. CANNON, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendments were concurred in was laid on the table. 


LEAVE TO PRINT. 


On motion of Mr. BINGHAM, by unanimous consent, leave was 
granted to members to print remarks in the RECorD in connection 
with the legislative appropriation bill, the privilege being limited 
to ten days. 

GEORGE JOHNSON. 


Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Speaker, I hold in my hand House bill 
No. 4281, in which two informal amendments have been made by 
the Senate. I move to concur in those amendments. 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

In line 8, after “Infantry,” insert “in lieu of that he is now receiving.” 


Amend the title so as te read: “An act granting an increase of pension to 
George Johnson, of Lenox, Iowa.” 


The amendments were concurred in. 
LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I move that the vote be taken 
upon the legislative appropriation bill and all amendments thereto 
at 3 o'clock to-day, or earlier if debate shall sooner close. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I hardly think that motion 
is in order now. The Committee of the Whole have given the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brostus] unlimited time, and 
some of us on this side desire to submit a few remarks on the par- 
agraph under consideration, and it was distinctly understood when 
the gentleman's time was extended that we should have an oppor- 
_— to do so. General debate on the paragraph has not been 
closed. 

Mr. BINGHAM. How much time does the gentleman want? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The general debate has not been closed, 
and I insist that we on this side should have a few minutes’ time 
yo Baa gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brosivs] has con- 
cluded. 

Mr. BINGHAM (to Mr. Brosrvs). 
my coll e desire to ovcupy? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I should be very glad tolimit myself if I knew 
to what extent I am to be interrupted by interrogations, but 
after having been so kindly ind by the committee, I do not 
feel at liberty to decline such interruptions. 

y oy BING Can uot the gentleman reach some conclu- 
sion 

Mr. BROSIUS. I will conclude at the earliest moment I can. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I trust the gentleman will name some defi- 
nite hour, so that the House can reach a conclusion. 

Mr. BROSIUS. As far as 1 am concerned, the vote can be taken 
at 3 o’clock; but I can not tell what other gentlemen may have to 
say about it. 

. RICHARDSON. If the gentleman will conclude at half 
past 2 o'clock, I am willing that the vote shall be taken at 3. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Can my colleague conclude at that time? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I can, if nobody takes up my time by interrup- 
tions, but gentlemen will see my difficulty in refusing to answer | 
questions, after the kind indulgence I have received from the com- 
mittee with the distinct understanding that I would yield for 
questions. 


How much more time does 
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Mr. BINGHAM. Then, Mr. 
Mr. TERRY. Mr. 8 ; 


the ae wu whi 
The EAKER. T gen 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 


moves 
ideration of the ti i 
consideration 0: mete on the ponding UaN'bs ae oad 


that, he moves that all 
the vote be taken at 3 o’clock. 

Mr. TERR Does the gentleman submit that proposition as 
@ motion, or is unanimous consent asked? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not quite sure in what form the 
gentleman submits it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. TERRY. I obj 

Mr. BINGHAM. en I make the motion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then a quorum will be required to ca: 
it. We are not going to be cut o: Se ee 


sylvania has occupied the whole time aay. 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. Would not the gentleman be satis- 
fied to vote at half past 3? 

Mr. RICHAR. N. Ican not consent to that, if other gentle- 
ee ee eee - 

Mr. BROSIUS. I hope the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr, 
RICHARDSON] will correct the statement he just made. 

Mr. RI N. What statement? ° 

Mr. BROSIUS. The gentleman certainly did not mean to say 
what he did. I understood him to complain that ‘the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania”—referring, as I understood, to myself—had 
occupied the whole of yesterday on this —— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Oh,no. I the gentleman had the 
whole time yesterday on this proposition—— 

Mr. BROSIUS. Not at all. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And, after f. out ten minutes to 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Evans], he asked to have the 
— of us cut off from de The gentleman remembers 
Mr. BROSIUS. As the gentleman knows, the committee rose, 
I had no control over that. Let us be just and fair. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 think we exactly as to the facts. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. W not the gentleman from 
Tennessee consent to have a vote taken at half 3? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly, if the gen from Penn- 
sylvania will close his remarks at half 2. 

Mr. TERRY. I think the time had 
the present. All the talk thus far, or su i all, has 
on the otherside. Now let us gointocommittee see how much 
time members may desire to occupy in further discussion. The 
gentleman from Tennessee on my Pight a RICHARDSON] is the 
only gentleman on our side who seems to manifest any desire to 

But something may be said, as the debate progresses, 
which some of the rest of us may want to answer. 
ee BINGHAM. Will an hour be ample for gentlemen on that 
si 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That would be satisfactory to me—an 
hour on this side. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then I move that at the end of one 
hour after the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brostvs] closes 
nis eee we proceed to vote. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee desires, as a 
part of the arrangement, that the hour be controlled on his side 
of the House, 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is all t. 
TheSPEAKER. With that q 
to the proposition? . 

Mr. TERRY. Lobject. Let us 
Whole, and see what may be done 
We on this side are not , 


like to enter into a “ , 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STO You have an hour under this 

tion; that ought to be satisfactory. 
. TERRY. I do not know but what a number of gentlemen 

here may want to say something. 

= A. STONE. Le 

Mr. BINGHAM. Does the tleman from (Mr. 
Taany) desire to enforce his objection? 


, is there any objection 


nn So Sate <a 
be euneniicietiis abt de ast 
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Mr. TERRY. Yes, sir. 
the Whole and let the general debate run 5 


I desire that we go into Committee of 
It may be that 
none of us on this side will want to speak. I am not to be 
unreasonable; but we do not like to tie our hands in this way. 
That is the t. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I move, then, that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the vee to resume the consideration of the 
i ve on bill. 


ti 

.B If it will in any way help my colleague in 
charge of the bill to bring the bill to. vote this afternoon, as I 
understand he desires, I will yield the floor at this moment and 
allow — who may wish = to ote the ae oe a commoee § 
ble time exceeding an hour. © meaning of my proposi- 
tion is : T will yield the floor at this moment for the sake of 


assisting my colleague to aie House to a vote u this bill. 
But if my yielding the floor will not result in that, then I do not 
desire to Yield it. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Will gentlemen on the other side accept the 
proposition of my colleague [Mr. a 

Mr. TERRY. I did not understand the proposition. 

Mr. BINGHAM. My colleague states that he is willing to yield 
the floor at once, in that gentlemen on the other side may 
proceed with the discussion. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. For a full hour. 

Mr. TERRY. Atthes ion of some of my colleagues, I will 
assent to the proposition which has been made. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I ask unanimous consent that when the House 
goes into Committee of the Whole for the of again con- 
sidering this measure a vote be taken at3o’clock. That will allow 
three-quarters of an aoe cn Do tn eat For are 
of making an arrangement agreeable ose gentlemen who desire 
to address the House, I will yield the floor at this time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The suggestion was for one hour, if my col- 
league will permit me. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Very well; I will make it one hour. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks unani- 
mous consent that the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union be directed to close the general debate on the legislative 
a bill in one hour, and come to a vote thereon, with 

e understanding that he has presented to the House. Is there 
objection? 

ere was no objection. 

The motion of Mr. BINGHAM was then to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. HEPBURN in the chair. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, I do not know that I 
shall desire to occupy the attention of the committee more than 
one-half of the time that has been allotted to me, and if other gen- 
tlemen wish to address the committee it will give me a great deal 
of pleasure to yield them a portion of the time, provided I am 
allowed by the committee to control it. 

I want to make one or two observations in respect to some dec- 
larations that were made in the committee on yesterday afternoon 
by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Evans], as well as those 
which have been made to-day by the able and accom chair- 
oa the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service [Mr. Bro- 
sius]. 

I want to address myself for a little while to the charge that was 

with a great deal of vehemence that the alterations or 

changes made in the Railway Mail Service early in the Adminis- 

tration of Mr. Harrison, ae March 15, 1889, and extend- 

ing through the first six weeks of his Administration, made this 

— vastly more efficient than it had been under the previous 
on. 


Iam not mistaken when I say that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, who assumes to be very familiar with all of the facts in 
connection with this matter, asserted with marked vehemence 
that these changes in the service had made that service decidedly 
more efficient. AmImistaken? He said it had become inefficient 
under the first Administration of President Cleveland and ina 
chaotic condition, and to improve its condition, to remedy that 
inefficiency, it had becomo n that these changes should be 
made, and he said that the would sustain him in that 
charge. He said further that the record of the number of errors 
reported in the Railway Mail Service sustained him in the asser- 
= he had made. 

ow, fortunately for the truth of history, and unfortunately 
for the of the gentleman oon I have at 
Mell Boreas oe ncmmedioted sean ean at of 
y vent of 
Mr. Harrison into office, and the errors which occurred in the 
years follo his advent into office, and this record does not 
sustain him. us see if the statement of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is borne out by the record. 
Mr. 8. If the gentleman will allow me a correction of 


his statement, the only figures [ assumed to be able to give re- 
ferred to the ratio of pieces of mail matter handled, and the errors 
committed in the handling of them at the time the change was 
made, or about that time, and the ratios of pieces handled and the 
errors committed at this time, or up to a short time ago, and I 
_ the figures as 7 appear. Ididnot pretend to do so for the 
intervening period. If I am incorrect in that statement I desire 
to be corrected, and will thank the gentleman from Tennessee for 
setting meright. ~ 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I propose to show, Mr. Chairman, from 
the records that the ratio of errors committed to pieces of mail 
matter handled in the Railway Mail Service was very much greater 
immediately following the changes made by Mr. Harrison as com- 
pared with the service prior to that date. 

Mr. BROSIUS. My friend must remember that I gave no fig- 
ures. I oe my impression that the service was benefited in the 
manner I had 3 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But you made the positive statement, 
and not = impression, that the changes had impaired the effi- 
ciency of the service. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I meant to assert, and think I did, that the 
on of the order improved the service. 

.-RICHARDSON. Certainly; and therefore that the changes 
must have made the service, according to your contention, much 
better. Now, let us see if the gentleman isccrrect. I say he is 
not. 

I have a table showing the pieces of mail matter distributed and 
handled since July 1, 1883, down to 1890. I ask your attention, if 
you please. 

In 1884, there were 4,519,661 ,900 pieces of mail matter handled. 
The number of errors committed in 1884 amounted to 1,167,223. 
There was an increase of errors in 1884 over the previous year of 
208,745. Now, that is the last year of Mr. Cleveland’s Adminis- 
tration—— 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, no; the first year of his Administration. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I meant to say that it was the last year 
of the Administration immediately preceding Mr. Cleveland's. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I made nostatement in reference toany period 
of service, except that time of the suspension of Mr. Cleveland's 
order and from that time down to the present moment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I shall referto that inamoment. I have 
this table here, embracing all of the years 1885, 1886, 1887, down to 
1890, but I will not take-the time of the committee to read them 
all. Ishall content myself with reference only to that point which 
answers emphatically the statement of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. 

Now, on the 4th of January, 1889, President Cleveland issued 
a proclamation putting the Railway Mail Service under the 
civil-service rules. This order was to take effect on the 15th of 
March. He went out of office on the 4th of March. On the 11th 
of March, before the order became operative, Mr. Harrison sus- 

ded its effect until the ist day of May. I want to show, first, 
the number of changes made by Mr. Harrison and his Railway 
Mail Superintendent during that time, and then I will come to the 
eifect it had upon theservice. Between March 15, 1889, and April 
30, 1889, about six weeks, the time to which he suspended the 
are of this order, there were 1,436 removals in the Railway 
ail Service. For the same length of time the preceding year, 
under Mr. Cleveland, there were 54 removals. For the same 
period for 1887, two years before, there were 45 removals. For 
the same time in the preceding year there were 85 removals, and 
in 1885. the first year of his Administration, during the same period 
there were only 51 removals. When Mr. Harrison came into office 
and made this suspension which I have mentioned of the civil- 
service order of Mr. Cleveland, there were within six weeks, as I 
say, 1,436 removals and 216 resignations—the resignations possi- 
bly forced ones. What happened in the corresponding period of 
the next year? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. How many removals were 
there during Mr. Cleveland’s whole term of office? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. During his whole four years ne made 51 
the first year, 85 the second, 45 the third, and 54 the fourth. The 
a can add them up. There were 235in all. And yet in 

ess than six weeks Mr. Benjamin Harrison made 1,436 removals 

and received 216 resignations, nearly 1.700 in the short space of 
six weeks. Yet my friend from Kentucky [Mr. Evans] talked 
about ‘“‘ padding the service” before he put the civil service into 
operation down in Kentucky in some cases that he referred to. 

Mr. EVANS. What case was that? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I should like to know if it was not pad- 
ding that Mr. Harrison did. 

Mr. EVANS. The case that I referred to was not in Kentucky, 
but i: this city, and not by the President. 

Mr. RIC DSON. It does not matter by whom it was done. 
Iam not defending the President necessarily, but I am trying to 
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show the outrage that was then perpetrated. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
I present the table showing these changes: 


Statement showing changes in the Railway Mail Service between certain periods, 
as stated below. 


Expira- 
Resigna-| tions of 
tions. | appoint- 
ments. 


Re- 


movals. Deaths. 


Between Mar. 15, 1885, and. Aypr. 30, 1885_- 
Between Mar. 15, 1886, and Apr. 30, 1886_- 
Between Mar. 15, 1887,and Apr. 30, 1887 _- 
Between Mar. 15, 1888, and Apr. 30, 1888 _- 
Between Mar. 15, 1889, and Apr. 30, 1889_. 
Between Dar. 15,1890,and Apr. 30, 1890. 
Between Mar. 15, 1891,and Apr. 30, 1881 -. 
Between Mar. 15,1892, and Apr. 30, 1892: - 
Between Mar. 15. 1808, and Apr. 30, 1893... 
Between Mar. 15, 1894, and Apr. 30, 1894.. 
Between Mar. 15, 1895, and Apr. 30, 1895 _. 
Between Mar. 15, 1896,and Apr. 30, 18096__ 


Gentlemen come and say that in some one Department of this 
Government to-day there are more Democrats than Republicans. 
The Secret Service, I believe, is the only instance cited, but I ven- 
ture to say that 70 per cent of the departmental officers in the 
city of Washington are to-day Republicans. And why is it? 
When the civil-service law was first put upon the statute books, 
there was not a Department or bureau, or division in any bureau, 
in this Government presided over by a Democrat. Every Depart- 
ment and every bureau was under the control of the Republicans, 
and it was natural that Republicans were in office. erefore, 
when the civil-service law was passed at first, and spread ever 
the Departments and included the employees then in the service 
of the Government, it was quite natural that a large majority of 
them were Republicans. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Will my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Ricx- 
ARDSON] allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Does he know any means of ascertaining the 
vatio oi the tive parties in the service of the Government? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No; Idonot. I thinka great many of 
them have no politics; but when you arraigned the Democratic 
ooo for having its followers in office I wanted to show that I 

ow it is a fact, from information given me by employees, that 
a large percentage of the employees are Republicans. While the 
gentleman was speaking I cited the Weather Bureau. Now, if I 
were going to complain as a party man, my complaint would be 
that the President of my party has not taken -_ as many places 
for his followers as he night have taken. I do not care to boast 
particularly that I am a spoilsman, but I would not have ap- 
pointed Republicans to important places if I had been President. 

Mr. WriL1amM A. Stone and Mr. Bowers rose. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I want to get through with this idea; 
otherwise I shall not be able to express it. I made the state- 
ment while the gentleman was speaking, and I believe it to be 
true, that every chief in the Weather ean except ‘one is a 
Republican. e Chief of the Bureau, a most efficient one, too, is 
a Republican, appointed by Mr. Cleveland; the chief clerk is also 
a Republican, appointed by the present Secretary of Agriculture, 
as { ‘understand it. 

1 iy, Chairman, the complaint is made by these gentlemen of the 
inefficiency of the Railway Mail Service. They seem to overlook 
the fact that the Superintendent of the Railway Mail Service is a 
Republican who has not been removed by President Cleveland. 

Mr. BROSIUS. If my friend will allow me, he will remember 1 
made no complaint of inefficiency in the Railway Mail Service. 
On the contrary, I undertook to show its great efficiency. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But you charged—and there is no use in 
trying to get away from it—you charged that these changes made 
by Mr. Harrison when he came into office—these changes unprec- 
edentedin number, unparalleled inthe history of Administrations— 
had made that service more efficient. That was yourcharge. I say 
that they are unparalleled and Seren because if you take 
the same length of time—a period covering six weeks in 1889—it 
makés1,486removals. Take thesame period in 1890, and there were 
only 27; in 1891, only 15; in 1892 there were only 26 removals; and in 
1893, when Mr. Cleveland again came into office, during these six 
weeks there were only 16 removals. During the 
1894 there were only 30 removals, and in 1895 only 15 removals 
and in 1896, covering the same six weeks, only i8removals. Now, 
how do you, as a civil-service reformer, account for the fact that 
within the first six weeks of Mr. Harrison's term, immediately 
upon his suspension of the civil-service order of President Cleve- 
land, he put into the Railway Mail Service 1,436 clerks? The 
gentleman further went on to account for it—— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him one question? 


SReERENSEaeS 
Hneroeeisie | 


SRURSARES SAIS 
wom co Dorks com moe 
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same period in | 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. DECEMBER 22, 


Mr. RICHARDSON. ; but I would to 

Mr fate ea - 
this all to the President's failures, saad 
Demockate who tee net fe acnall atte ie Ieee 


Mr. N. I want 
table which will show exactly w) 

The next question that I wish to 
being unparalleled, and which the 
to account for—is, How did they 
oi ‘handled. the ceatnemail 

ieces , as 

ve a table which shows this. I 
eee. REcorRD, and from 

e CORD on page 
This table was eikeot 
then a member of this 
that instead of making 
Harrison's and the changes men 

Let us see if lam not correct in 


year of the service of the new clerks, the number 
from 1,777,395 to 2,769,345, an increase in errors from 1 

the last year of Mr. Cleveland’s Administration to 991 

— these — in to benefit the service in the railway 
m ent. 


Here is the table: . 
Table of pieces of mail distributed, etc., annually since July 1, 1883. 


Year end- | Number of 


a-sane----| 279,619 


i 


208, 745 
174 


efficient by these changes. ; 

si. SEETEN Is there not a decrease in the percentage of 
errors 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There is an increase. 

Mr. TRACEY. That is a decrease. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No, sir; I will show you how itis, The 
number of handled to one error in 1888 was 3,694; in 1889, to 
3,954 pieces handled to one error, the number—— 

Mr. TRACEY. That was a decrease in the percentage. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. It was an increase. There 


in 1887; there were 3,694 in 1888; 3.004 fo 1680; ena 
first full year under Harrison, 


there were 
dled to each error. For every 2,834 pieces 


benefit the service, and to . 
there was an error; and under Mr. 


Mr. . Thirty- in 1889, 
Mr. TRACEY. That is the first year of the new Administra- 





———— 








rison’s Administration 


qerer, sonatas tp thie record. 
4 Sir TRAC . That was an increased percentage, but in 1889 


. RICHARDSON. Yes. Dosing the Sout tai of Har- 
s for every 2, piocen bandion tens as 


s 
c 







table that in 1885, 


of Mr. 

there am ingprenen ‘wes 

coereety to coat ae 
d. 





y ; 
}@ total of 1, aw 

I ask the gentleman to keep that in his min 

Mr. COX. Will my colleague yield to me for one question? 
Mr. RY ON. Cota ; * 


. “was the number of errors committed before 
oe Sent vian jaw was applied in that branch of the public 
service 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have shown that in the last year of 
Mr. Cleveland's Administration, before the civil service was 
applied, 5,575 pis 


service was under the civii-service law under Mr. Harrison, 
me ae. Pere tees 
a was 1 error to about every 2, c 

3 COX. So that before the civil service was applied less 
errors were committed than under the civil service? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thatis true. 

Mr. TRACEY. But is it not true that the method of marking 
errors was alinost wholly changed after the Harrison Administra- 
tion came in, and that errors were then marked that had never 
been marked before, which would account largely for the increase 


of which the a aks? 
Mr. RI ; Wait aes Dicebeen ntmnedhenapsnnde 


in the marking, but it would not account for the great increase in 
the number of errors. ‘ 

Mr. TRACEY. Certainly it would increase the number. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Bynum, onthe occasion when he made 
these remarks, a large number of interesting letters bearin 
upon this subject, which are ted in the Recorp at 7786. 
TI will not stop to read them all, but I will read one to which I ask 
the attention of my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brosius]. It 
isa on of the condition of a that existed between 
the 11th day of March, 1889, and the ist day of May following, 
during which time there was this carnival that I have described— 
this large number of dismissals. 

The letter is from Waterville, Me., is addressed to Mr. Bynum, 
and is as follows: 

WATERVILLE, Mz., October 16, 1393: 
Dear Sir: Lapemiend Gooby 06 te Sith yan Setretnees in the House achart 

since, and I wish to to you that SERS aeehe ate very. neh 
Pleased vie mar undertaiking. and trust the may pass. 

their to remove us the service they appointed one man who 
aoe tees iene for more than one year, another who was nearly dead and 

told superintendent that he id not go back, po wee so eer ut 
went bome,and died . 
Yours, respectfully, 
Hon. WiittAM D. Bynum, 

Congressman, Washington, D. C. 


It would seem that they could not get the changes made fast 
enough with the living, so that they actually a dead men 
and others who were nearly dead and not 6 to transact the 
business of the office, simply in order that they might have them 
“in;” and one of these letters says that these c were made 
and inefficient inted hurriedly, nse it was 

to get rid of an inefficient Republican, and make a place 
for a more efficient one, than it would be to get rid of an efficient 
Deniocrat that they would wish to discharge later, to appoint a 


Sapalieon. 
. BROSIUS. Who was the writer of that letter? 

Us, BROGIUS. "Do you peopess to place theaesponettalite ay 

; : you yu 

ee t Harrison, or upon anyone else, by reading cabinet 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Did my-friend direct that inquiry to his 
friend from New . BakER}, who Sen an ane - 
mous letter here this morning, in his presence, in respect to 


em now in the Departments? 
 BROattS I perceive the purpose of reading the letter 


WME Ri N Asal ceebeel the aotgnes of the 

. . vi e - 
tleman from New Hampshire in reading his letter. 09 
Mr. My comment is that the letter is of no conse- 
quence w aniess we know something about the writer of it. 
Mr. R N. Precisely; and 1 think the same is true 
of the letter read by the gentleman from New Hampshire this 
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Now, Mr. Chairman, what I took the floor for was to show that 
the record does not bear ont the gentleman from Pennsylvania in 
the statement he has made. It shows that the statement of the 

tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Evans], when he said that some- 
ae had padded the De mts Mere before covering them by 
the civil-service law,in order that there might be members of a 
coctene persy » San when that law should take effect, might 

© 

* The object of this debate has been perfectly apparent through- 
out. The object is to prepare the country for some sort of exec- 
utive order or proclamation of the President who is to be inaugu- 
rated on the 4th day of March next in relation to employees who 
have been appointed under the present Administration and who 
are now protected by the civil-service rules which the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania lauds so loudly. It is to prepare for action of 
some sort by which those employees shall be displaced in order that 
the incoming Administration may have some spoils to give away 
to its followers. That, I say, is clearly the object, because when 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr McCreary] addressed a 
question on that point to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that 
gentleman did not undertake to answer it in his usual ingenuous 
manner. So, Mr. Chairman, I conclude that the object is to pre- 
pare the country and to pespere us all for the great change which 
is to take on the 4th day of March. 

Now, when Mr. ison came into office in 1889, he found a 
civil-service order that was not completely executed. He found 
that he had until the 15th of March to ‘‘pad™ the offices with 
Republican employees, but he saw that that was not sufficient 
time, and therefore he extendedit. As I have already said, I have 
never been a radical civil-service reformer, but if the present dis- 
tinguished Chief Executive, in his wisdom and in the exercise of 
the discretion given him by Congress, shall see fit to extend the 
civil-service over other divisions and bureaus of the public 
service, I trust he will make his proclamation operative or com- 
plete before the 4th day of March; and then we shall see whether 
our friends coming into power propane to stand by their own 
civil-service law which the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
Brosivs] praises so highly. And, I may add, we will see whether 
they live up to their platform upon which they nominated their 
candidate and made their canvass, not only in 1896, but in 1892 
and 1888, 1 believe, for they have always declared in favor of 
civil-service reform. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I will yield to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. WALKER]. How much time does he desire? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Ten minutes. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. r. Chairman, if the results 
of the suspension of the order by President Harrison have been 
accurately stated in what has been presented to this House by the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. RicHARDsON], I submit that no 
stronger evidence has been given on this floor in thorough con- 
demnation of the spoils system than those facts; and if they do 
accurately represent the results of that suspension of that order, 
I think it will be a@ warning to the incoming President that he 
make no such mistake. 

Now, with reference to all the evidence that has been presented 
to this House of the violation of the civil-service rules by the pre- 
ceding Administration to the present, and by the Administration 
which preceded that, I have to say that such evidence simply 
justifies the policy of our adhering to the civil-service rules. 

And I wish to call the attention of the House and the country 
to this further fact, that when you depart from a system that is 
confessedly wrong in order to adopt a system that is confessedly 
right, you will have conclusive evidence to justify the departure 
from the wrong system and the adoption of the right system in 
the continuance of thespirit of the old, debauched, and condemned 
system, exhibited in the violation of the spirit of the new and 
reformed system, while conforming to its letter. Is there a man 
on this floor at this moment who will not say that I have accu- 
rately delineated what always happens in passing from bad prac- 
tices to the good in the weakness of human nature? 

1 want to say, secondly, that this spoils system, this turning of 
men out of their employment because of their political belief, is 
more contemptible and barbarous and wicked almost than actual 
war. We have hada little illustration of that down in Pensacola, 


where the Government proposed to establish, and did establish, a 


navy-yard; and for that purpose a few hundred mechanics were 
takendownthere. Butlessandlessappropriations were made, until 
the yard was discontinued. And the descendants of those 
people, with the lethargy and inertia of human nature in pulling 
up and breaking off old relations and establishing new, have been 
so far unable to adjust themselves to their surroundings, until the 
children and grandchildren of those first-class mechanics have 
gone back nearly to the ignorance of what were called ‘‘ poor 
white trash” of the South before the war. 
I want to say, Mr. Chairman, to this House and the country that 
the principle of civil service, the ‘‘ merit rule,” enters into and is 
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the controlling principle in every well-regulated factory in the 
United States. There is no a in this country within my 
knowledge who allows a man to be dismissed from his employment 
unless for cause—even though he may have become disabled by 
old age in many cases. Why, sir, I had a man in my employment 
in a very important place whose peculiarities were such that he 
made it uncomfortable for me and uncomfortable somewhat for 
the men over whom he had direction—some hundred or more, 
But he was an honest, faithful, industrious, loyal, skillful man. 
Because of his peculiarities there never was a time during twenty 
years when I would not have felt relieved and rejoiced if he had 
resigned his position; I would have given quite a sum of money 
to kave had him doso. Yet he continued to hold his place until 
he died; he was never dismissed from my employment. I would 
have cut off my right hand before I would have disinissed him. 

Mr. TERRY. Do [ understand my friend from Massachusetts 
to say that the same rule is now applied in the civil service as in 
our factories? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I said nothing of the kind. 
I said that the true civil-service principle, ey ges and pro- 
motion for merit only, governs and controls in all our large fac- 
tories. 

I want to say another thing. At one time I went into a factory 
at Buffalo, and I saw sitting around there three or four men who 
seemed to me to be superannuated men, who were accomplishing 
but little. Isaid te the employer, ‘‘ Why do you keep those men?” 
Knowing our customs, I asked the question simply to see what he 
would say. ‘* Why,” replied he, ‘‘these men have been in my fac- 
tory twenty, thirty, or forty years, and I would rather fail in my 
business than disturb them in their old age and bring distress 
upon their wives and children.” 

Mr. Chairman, every right-minded man employing his fellows 
considers that every man in his employ has a “ vested right” in his 
job, and would no more remove him, if he could avoid it, than he 
would dispossess a neighbor on an adjoining realty in order that 
he might possess himself of his land. Employing as I did some 
five hundred or a thousand men, I was constantly approached by 
good women of the church that I attend, and by others, seeking 
a job for themselves or others, those in whom they were interested. 
I uniformly meet such applications by saying, as President Lin- 
cecln once said, ‘‘I have no influence in this administration; you 
must go to the foreman having charge of that branch of the busi- 
ness, and if he has a vacancy, you can undoubtedly get it. But 
no influence of mine shall disturb a man in +! employ.” 

One other remark and Iam done. I think there is nothing that 
I know of more pernicious in the government of this country 
than the influence of Congressmen upon appointments of every 
name and nature. Why, sir, when a man is dismissed from office 
here in Washington for his political opinions, a man with wife 
and children about him, and perhaps an aged mother dependent 
upon him—his dependents, perhaps, in ill health—it is a heart- 
rending spectacle, whether the man be Democrat or Republican. 
It igs damnable. You can not use any language that is strong 
enough to characterize such conduct. 

Now, let me give you, on the other hand, an illustration of the 
nobility of some of these wage earners to whom I have referred. 
On one occasion a man came to me complaining that injustice had 
been done him by the very foreman of whom 
the most pleasant man in his disposition. The man came to me 
and related his story. I said to him: 

‘*Tt seems to me that your cause is just. It seems to me that 
injustice has been done to you. I wiil call down the foreman and 
investigate the case. I am afraid, lam very much afraid, that I 
shall find him guilty of having done you an injustice. I hate to 
do it. He has been in my employ for thirty years without any 
intermission. 

‘* Now, I will submit the whole case to you and let you determine 
it yourself. Ihave rarely had complaint of his doing injustice 
to anybody heretofore. I have never really observed before that 
he actually had done injustice to any of the employees; but I will 
call him down and lay the matter before him. I will try the case 
impartially, and if he did, if I recognize the fact that he has been 

ulity of this offense, I must dismiss him. Discipline is gone if 

restore you and do not dismiss him; but I will enter upon his 
trial if vou say so. 

‘* But remember, if I —— him and put another man in his 
place, the new man may do injustice ten times where this man, 
against whom this complaint is made, has done itonce. That he 
has done injustice to - I do not deny. Clearly it has been 
done. But what shall Ido? I leave the matter entirely to you.” 

He took his hatin his hand, and said, *‘ Mr. WaLker, I would 
rather leave the factory than have him dismissed,” when I con- 
fronted him with the difficulties that beset me. 

So, Mr. Chairman, we must expect that these wrongs against 
the spirit of the law will occur under the law, until public senti- 
ment has grown to so justify the law and condemn the evasion of 
its spirit as to compel its enforcement. When that time comes 


spoke as not being | 
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there will be no infraction of its spirit any more than its letter. 
j Applause. ] 
Mr. RICHARDSON. _I now yield five minutes to the gentleman 
from Mississippi {Mr. WILLIAMS]. ; 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Chairman, before I address myself to 
the subject immediately under consideration—about which I 
know nothing and care less—I want to note a single observation 
which fell, accidentally, I hope, from the lips of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. WALKER] who has just taken his seat. 
He mentioned in a very pathetic manner an instance of exo- 
dus of some worthy mechanics from New land, who went 
somewhere down to Florida, I think, and in the of time they 
had degenerated ‘‘to the level! of the i eed gem, trash,’ among 
whom they found themselves,” I had hoped, sir, that, whether 
consciously or unconsciously, these thoughts, of which the remark 
of the gentleman from husetts was an unconscious reflec- 
tion, had passed entirely out of the public mind in this coun 
and that these little sectional flings and innuendoes had for 
time ceased to be bantered about between us. 

l might say in response to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
that the phrase he uses, ‘‘ poor white trash,” is never used in the 
South except by the negroes or novelists. I ht say, in response 
to what he said, that if the mechanics of New England whom 
he mentioned fell to the level of the people among whom they had 
come, it violated my observation of the fact that they are already 
at or below that level before they leave New England. . 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman allow 
me an instant? r 

» Mr. WILLIAMS. A word, if you please, before yielding to the 
gentleman. 

I rose, Mr. Chairman, principally because it struck me that that 
remark of the gentleman ought to be noticed, and also to remind 
the gentleman from Massachusetts of the fact, which I know to 
be a fact, that this class of poor people in the South to whom he 
refers as ‘‘ poor white trash” are the most magnificent raw mate- 
rial out of which to make superb manhood and womanhood that 
exists to-day anywhere on the face of the globe. 

I would remind the gentleman and the committee that the only 
Americanism to-day in the United States, pure and unmixed, is 

to be found in the South. I would remind him that from the 
‘‘poor white trash,” if he will so designate them, and from amongst 
the poorest and “trashiest” of them. oon such men as Henry 
Clay and Andrew Jackson, and also that there has sprang 
that very type Abraham Lincoln himself. I would remind 
that from the very class of these poor white trash of the South 
Lincoln got his magnificent .courage, his ere sense of 
humor and sympathy with humanity, and all that made him an 
| American, and not merely a Western man, or an Eastern man, ora 
Southern man. The very bone of his bone and sinew of his sinew, 
the blood that was in him, was of the South; and it was to the 
white trash of the South that he owed character as well as 
is origin. And the same is true of Andrew Jackson; the same 
is true of Henry Clay, and it has been true, Mr. Chairman, of 
| nearly every ** tribune of the ee who has adorned American 
| civilization and made American history. 
| So much for that fling of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I deny, Mr. Chairman, hav- 
| ing made any such fling, and want to say that nothing could be 
any more unjust to me than the remarks of the gentleman from 
| Mississippi, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not want to be unjust to thé gentleman 
from Massachusetts. I said in the beginning that the expression 
| dropped, perhaps, unconsciously from his lips. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Not at all. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. But whatever may be the feeling of the peo- 

ple of New England, whether they speak them openly or — 

| them unconsciously, the language of the gentleman eon ssa- 

| chusetts was doubtless an expression of habitual thought. Now, 
my friends, upon the question which is before the House I have 
only this to say: Is there a man in my presence who, put in 
charge of a great commercial or rangericttgeies Ee cy would 

| for one moment, as a man of common sen<‘e, e to conduct 
it upon a system of competitive book examinations? 

ere is a system of civil service which is right and which ought 

to be put in ae - The employees of the Government : 
to be put in office for a fixed term,and for a term, not - 
ciding with the Presidential or Le , and ought to be 
kept in office during gocd beha that time, not to be re- 
moved ae term except for ca’ forth and proven, 
you please. They ought to hold their offices asa sheriff or a clerk 

does in a State inistration; but to undertake to ci 

sort of serious business on the principle that men are com 

to carry it on in proportion to their ability to answer 

questions is a piece of utter folly. I think that there ought to 

@ pass examination; in other words, Sa be 

mitted to enter the service of the Government presents 
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a certain degree of intelligence; and the fact as to whether he 
sesses it or not could be arrived at by some sort of prac as 
theoreticalexamination. After thata) geeterst pene 
ely 


well as 
not to be removed for politics and politics solely. ht to be 
removed only for cause, and cause stated, and ought to hold the 
office for a given length of time. 
Cc RMAN. Thetime of the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. WILLIAMS] has expired. 

Mr. RICHAR N. Igive the gentleman four minutes longer, 
if he desires it. May I ask how much time I have left? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee {Mr. Ricu- 
nee ten minutes. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I ask for two or three min- 
utes in which to reply to the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 


WILLIAMS]. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I promised the gentleman from California 
Mr. Bowers] five minutes. I now _— the gentleman from 


ississi oe ILLIAMS] four minu 

Mr. . Then, to address myself rapidly to the ques- 
tion from a common-sense standpoint, first, I lay down the pro 
sition that no man would carry on a great business upon 
system. Then I say that when you come to consider its prac- 
tical effects in the Government you find that it leads to a bureau- 
cracy. Itleads toa morenearly perfect effectiveness in the clerical 
adm ation of the public service. You woe £ to Prussia 
to-day, and you will find nowhere on the face o globe more 
effective public service than there. The man is mad who would 
deny that the civil-service system leads to a greater clerical and 
technical effectiveness upon the part of the employees. That 
is undoubtedly true. But you are obtaining effectiveness of 
work on the part of employees, effectiveness of clerical work, at 
the sacrifice of a great democratic principle. I use the word 
democratic spelled with a small ‘‘d” and not a big one—not in a 

sense. You are sacrificing the idea that there must not 

in a democratic ublic a class set aside by itself with no inter- 

est in common with people, but that your official class ought 

to be a class that comes out periodically from the body of the 

people and goes back periodically into the body of the people, 

never losing this oneness of interest, this identity of purpose 
which the citizens should have under the Government. 

That is not all. This system leads to another thing. After 
these officials are kept in for an indefinite length of time old age 
makes them ineffective in the service, and just when they become 
least effective they become most capable o — to the sym- 
pathies of their superiors and of nS to them in 
the service. People say, ‘“‘ Why, it would a shame and a dis- 
grace to discharge this old man or old woman who is unable to 
make a living.” y have been taught to depend upon the Gov- 
ernment to the bitter end for their sustenance. Therefore, they 
have saved nothing from year to year, and when the dark days of 
old age come, then they appeal to be kept in the public service 
upon the ground of pure sympathy and nothing else. It can lead 
to nothing in ordinary love and charity and pity and mercy but that; 
it must lead to that if the system is perpetuated. Now, would it 
not be infinitely better to have them serve like sheriffs, clerks, and 
the officers of your State administrations, and when they have 
served their terms go back among the le and lift up their 
own burdens, as the other people do, and carry them bravely, as 
the i ee do? 

; Roan DY. For instance, change them with every Admin- 
is on. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. No; I do not think so. I am just as far 
removed from the blind ilsman as I am from the doctrinaire 
civil-service reformer. I ieve in a fixed tenure of office, but 
not a life tenure. I believe in holding office for competency, but 
not for cannery demonstrated b on er questions 
alone. I do not believeanybody ought to be in service unless 
his com y is shown by examinations, but I do not think that 
his oa or 


ey can be shown by grades or marks in 
answering questions. You all remember Tom Brown at Oxford. 
The dean him what the twenty-seventh article of the Church 

f was, or something else, and he could not answer. 


of England 
The dean said, ““ Why, I could have answered that when I was 14 
years of age, and you ought to be ashamed;” and Tom Brown's 
answer was, “‘I could have done it then, too.” ([Laughter.] So 
it ae -_ of net stuff. The boy newest 
from place. pplause. 

The CHAIRMAN The time of the gentleman has expired. 


Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I aak the gentleman to give 
me three minutes. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I promised first the gentleman from 
Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Two minutes, then. 

oar RICHARDSON. I can not withdraw that promise. That 
Mr. BOWERS, I yield to the gentleman two minutes of my 


time. 


fm ae 


= « Sea db eae, ner Pee SC 


Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Let me say, Mr. Chairman, 
again, that it is impossible for the great manufacturing and mer- 
cantile business of this country to be successfully conducted upon 
any other system as to their employees than the ‘‘ merit system,” 
absolutely and completely, from the head down. That is what 
we ask of this Government in its business. 

Now, a word in reference to the poor “white trash” in the 
South. [Laughter.] I want to say to that gentleman that he 
knows, and knew when he began his remarks, that I made that 
reference in no spirit of casting any slur on or to revile any peo- 
= or of contempt for any people at all. But everybody knows 

at in the days of slavery there were a class of white people who 
were bapished to the mountains and sand hills who were called 
‘crackers’ and “‘ poor white trash.” They were an object of pity 
by the slave owners and of contempt by the negro slaves. They 
could not read or write, and he knew all that. He knew, we all 
knew, of these people being stranded there; and he knows that I 
meant no slur upon any of this white class. We have ignorant 
people in the North also. And yet he replied that when Yankees 
came down South they were on a level with these people called 
“crackers” or ‘‘ poor white trash.” When he said that he cast @ 
contempt on the people of the North that I did not cast upon the 

ple of the South in any sense, committing a worse offense than 

e had even charged — me. 

Now, I want to say these people of the South were in that con- 
dition out of no want of humanity or anything else, but under 
political and economical conditions that, God be thanked, have 
passed away from the South nevertoreturn.. [Applause.] Ihave 
no apologies to make to him or to anybody else for referring to 
that class, which class is well known in the history of that com- 


munity. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Nobody knows the class except novelists and 


negroes. 

Nir, WALKER of Massachusetts. I will simply say— fangh- 
ter]—I will let that go as to the truthfulness of a man who will 
stand up in this place and say that. 

Mr. BOWERS. Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of the merit sys- 
tem—the foundation of all successful business everywhere. But 
Iam utterly opposed to this civil-service reform humbug that has 
been foisted upon the American people by a few anglomaniacs. 
It is a system entirely at variance with the spirit and institutions 
of this Government. There is not a suspicion of Americanism 
about it. It is an imported English plant. 

It is the first step—and a long one—toward the establishment of 
rivileged classes in this country—a class privileged to hold office 
uring life. The United States Senator, the Congressman, the 

State legislator, the lawmakers, must each and all go out of office 
at the end of a stated term, no matter how efficient and useful he 
may have become; but the great mass of those who must execute the 
laws are to be intrenched in their position, and through thorough 
or, tion will soon be able to dictate to every candidate for a 


me rt office. 
talk of taking the civil service out of politics is too stupid 
to deceive any but the most ignorant. and these are deceived by 
the continued chatter of civil-service advocates about ‘ spoiis- 
men” and “spoils of office.” There has been nothing but poli- 
tics—and the most shameful politics—and spoils of office in this 
civil-service business for the last three and a half years. 

No Executive ever went to such lengths to secure the spoils of 


office for pepe and his personal adherents as the present 
prophet of civil-service reform. He has prostituted the system for 
this purpose only. 


It seems clear that it was understood from the first that as soon 
as a artment was cleared of Republicans and Democrats sub- 
stituted in their places it would be put under civil-service rules 
and the crowd commissioned for life and nailed hard and fast in 
office. In several of the Departments great celerity was mafti- 
fested in the “‘ weeding-out” process, and they were soon ready 
for the prophet’s blessing. 

But in the customs service this was slower, and he had to wait 
over three years before the weeding out of Republicans was ac- 
complished; but the work was thoroughly done, and the protect- 
ing cloak of civil-service rules has been spread over it, and the 
present force empowered to pass upon the qualifications of any- 
one who may hereafter seek admission to the service. 

The present Executive has carried into effect a shrewd scheme 
to keep in office indefinitely about 60,000 of his perceen adher- 
ents and Democratic appointees after that party has been retired 
by the people by over a million majority. 

There is still time for the President to extend the protection of 
civil-service reform in several directions, particularly as to the 
consular service of the United States, so that the few consuls of 
the United States who are not now foreigners may become so for 
all practical perpeest. 

It is generally believed that the President will not include the 

officers in the batch to be covered with this voluminous 
Givil-service cloak. These are about the only appointees now left 
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that the Executive may appoint without the gracious permission 
of the Senate. It will be an act of self-restraint and courtesy on 
the part of the present Executive that will be highly ap ted 
by the President-elect, because every argument ciceect for the 
extension of civil-service rules over other officers and employees 
applies with equal force to the Cabinet, 

The logical, the inevitable, result of this civil-service system 
will be to give the country, in a few years, double the number of 
officers and employees necessary to do the public bus’zess. Very 
many of the mpl eenane now well advanced in years, and in a 
very short time be unable to perform the duties of their sta- 
tions, but they must be kept on or pensioned and others sqocintes 

to do their work. This result any one can see is inevitab 

There is one other natural sequence of this life tenure of officers 
andemployees. Being fortified in their positions, one of the strong 
incentives to be courteous and obliging in the discharge of their 
duties is remov ed; and this spirit of ‘What are you going to do 

about it,” is too often manifested in the service already. 

There should be no life tenure attached to any office in this 
country, except to Army and Navy offices, and it is warranted in 
these cases only because these officers must surrender absolutely 
and completely their personal liberty as well as a large part of 
the rights and privileges, and particularly the opportuniti¢s, com- 
mon to the American citizens. 

Make stated terms for all offices, and insure inst removal 
during such term, except for sufficient cause arising from the 
administration of the office. That will be an American system—a 
true merit system. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Chairman, I do not desire to discuss this 

question at length, but as I made the inquiry of the gentleman’ 
fr rom Pennsylvania [Mr. Brosivs] which brought up the discus- 
sion of the wrong that had been done in turning out railway-mail 
clerks, I wish to say that there was a bill introduced and referred 


to a committee of the House in the Fifty-third to place 
on the eligible list for appointment in the Railwa il Service 
the clerks who had been wrongfully discharged. I believe the bill 
passed the House, and I submit, to be inco: ated into the Rec- 


ORD, the report made upon that bill by an able, distinguished, and 
faithful Re ntative in that , Mr. Goodnight, of Ken- 
tucky. It details many facts connected with the transaction, and 
goes far to show the manner in which the civil-service law was 
enforced by Mr. Harrison’s Administration. 

The report is as follows: 


Mr. Goodnigivh from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the fol- 


lowing repor 
[To accompany H. R. 4017.] 

The Committee on the Soteey: to whom was referred House bill No 
40i7, submit the following report 

On the Ist day of December. 1888, the Russians issued an 
Railway Mail Service under der the “Ss 
the 15th day of March, 1889. Rul 
on the 4th of January, 1889. On ‘the lith day of March. 
rison issued ee an ee time when the said order should take effect 
from the 15th day of Marc to the lst day of aa 1889, inte See 
to the mail service prior to the time \ re C) ure in classified 
service were under = ee 
restricted the age of appointees to 


Wonnry here vested sient months, sien ak Lions before a ae the ‘eftcionc arte the tpt 
be! gal eee Cha vers very aiicient 


cries oe 
From the 15th Re eee 
perien 


hawk ee removals oe ae e and inex 


i 
tom ber, nes of the ci 
orders therefor April 29. 
It aupeers evident from the factsthat the aeons the extension of the ~~ 
from ——_ of h till 


fixed b Bn ogg Cleveland the Ist of May, i889 
was tosnable th © new administration is ill i toaathort Rio Postinas for 
itical reasonsalone. The a9 Eero urpose of this bill stowathorize Postmaster- 
neral to reinstate an clerks removed oan whenever 
vacancies may occur wi nn examination an on by the Civil Serv- 
ice © master-General has a comple record of the 
efficienc all the clerks so Femored your committee is of the pean that 
from this he can er 2 cations of i. tter 
Ea Se Se ae cot te cece ee 
: proven e acy s on 
to themselves, be ene, Vacancies may occur. he reinstatement is 


not « Cen DCL ESE ee tara 2 the Georetion of 


LS Ronettes 
Your commii ill eminently just and proper, and emant 
ts passage. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. How much time have I left, Mr. Chair- 
man? 


The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman has three minutes remaining. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 
[Mr. Ne}. 


Mr. N Mr. Chairman, I am well aware that it is very 


ent ete me, tite 


ER I Be pS I RN a eS Na pe 


beers yt 


I yield to the gentleman from Arkansas | party, w m soonest bot rte 


while we have had some fine 
ie this afternoon, I have not 


was very much illumined until just now, when this Cha 
have been turned on. Hn, ” 
the Senate’ chairman of the 


a hether I din 
sate eh eg rat es are cat 
- I can no Shin Gre fine declamation, 


La 

coed tthe sana ote 
mmniittee on rvice 

sylvania (Mr, Brostus], I doubt not aot Dat T would be eas Giaietins 


apallemen, t Iam not posed to merit, effi- 
ciency in t 2 pubis oorview I believe believe in tk Baty hi, Cha 


TA, when you talk about “spoilsmen” and about —_—. 
system, you ought to remember that it is the system that 

Se teeer in _ "3 Jackson and of Lincoln and 

great compeers I think of 


there has been a 
ee tas ctiet of civil m—senti- 
ment in which the great mass of the 


the United States 
do not take much stock, For my part, I take little interest in the 
question of how many removals made, or how 


many removals President Cleveland ae I have read the 
civil-service law, every line of it, time and , and I have 

never found in it any restriction the ; or power 

removal from office, except that in n instances men are 


to be removed for refusing to do certain things. understand- 
ing of the civil-service law is that it was einiaed 


system of competitive examination for men to get 2 the Gov- 


ernment employ, but I have wet that back door 
was left open, and the only fault with the 

Chief Magistrate (whom, in a Contes way, I helped to a. 
Big fede, (Laughter) ‘them out, as he had a 
right todo. [{Laughter.] 

. Chairman, with tie gentleman . WIL- 
LIAMS}, I am ie tenure of ofc. to. > 
doctrine of the en Tn 
tenure in office, Tene wee eat ek gave 1 sage ot 
cablect to the platform containing that so 

ted ne ther to the ordeal of bei 
np ne side of te eae se their Maa ekenee 


may be jaseed 
the Fonte te as Eee “ Ore 


Sees sree see aes 


othe OH ‘ CHAIRMAN Cle nom rent by paragraph 
Sea ar een cote eae 
e Clerk read as follows: 


CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, 


obsess eet ae Ter 
. A emcee oak 


Mr. SETTLE. a. Cheeni ee t, 
line 15. 


second paragraph 
CON en oe ase 
CHAIRMAN. 


The Clerk 
Nom Hanae Canta 
bythe gentleman read as follows: 
Beginning with line 7, strike out down to and including line 15. 











—— 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was under the impression that 
this was an amendment to the now under considera- 
tion. But, as a matter of fact, it applies to the following para- 
graph, and is not in order at this time. he present question is 
a motion to strike out, made by the gentleman from North 

[Mr. Serr.e}. 


Upon another oceasion the same. bearer| The question being taken, there were on a division (called for 
of have-control of the civil service | by Mr. BErtil)—ayes 29, noes 62. 
of this country the 4th of March Semen nek he civil: So the amendment was rejected. 
service ee measure. It was in House in | The Clerk read as follows: 
1880 that he made ) attempt was | For nqceeaney, traveling expenses, includ those of examiners acting 
tion anne roe effect: by s down the PPFOE ee sa soaiens than naga for pan - 


It is » Republican and is in agoord with the hiehset and, best sen- 
timents of the country, no , ha) wipe it from 
et 
Posi sian ster moms Reh nie on saa 
improving, law wherever it can be done oof the public 

Mr. SETTLE. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say, in 
tothe gentleman from Pennsylvania, I am 


a in this bill does not so much hostility on 
my part to the merit system as my ion to the extension of 
the civil-service law, making it embrace the number of offices it 
has been made to embrace recent Executive orders. There 
seems to be in this House to that line of ; and I be- 
lieve that this amendment, striking out the mn, 


be a, by this committee. 

Mr. BR S. Does not the gentleman know that his amend- 
ment strikes.down the civil-service law altogether? 

Oh, no; if the amendment be adopted. 


Mr. SETTLE. we shall 
simply fail to make the approp under this provision of the 
bill. LI agree that this would cri the law a great deal, and I 
wish I could cripple it a great more. [Laughter and ap- 

Mr. ICHARDSON. I suppose, Mr. that when the 
ee ae noted from an ex-Chief 

of this country his opinion in respect to the efficiency of 


service, he meant to answer the question which I propounded 
when [ha the floor a short time ago; that ia, whether the incom- 
ing President will make the changes that a former ub- 
lican President made when he came into. office m March, 1 
Mr. BROSIUS, Mr. Chairman, have I permission to answer 


ee RICHARDSON The gentleman has my permission. 

r. 4 my 

nn aaa. The gen: from Pennsylvania will pro- 
Mr. BROSIUS. I apprehend, indeed I feel quite sure, that the 
Executive-elect, when he comes to treat the of the civil 
service, will do all he can to improve its Whether 
he will change the order that has been Seamelouien tes Gia caer. 
ent uesating i heween manunet beewteen But I know e h 
of the man to believe that he will casun ¢ eeeaednane oem 
tious the view he has 


course in that respect, wi 
repeatedly declared, not in his letter of acceptance b 
speeches on this floor, that the civil service of the United States is 
here; it is here to stay; and all we desire to do is to improve it all 


we can and it as as. 
Mr, RI DSON. Would it be inconsistent whSn former 


course of the Chief 
statesman, a 
Mr. ew Mr. Chairman, I have here- 
tofore sent to the Clerk's an amendment looking to the per- 
cess SS et Se. I ask that the amendment be 
on now. 
oe be 4 SES Se We Do eeerateens souk to 
desk from New 
The Olek as follows: 
Page 24, line 19, after the word “ dollars,” add asa new paragraph the fol- 
vite ead ot each of the soveral 


Mr. McMILLIN, There is a point of order that 
; & po pending against 


I 
ot ee I make a point of order against the amend- 


+F, 


Mr. SETTLE. I move to strike out that section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from North Carolina [{Mr. 
SETTLE] moves to strike out the paragraph just read. An amend- 
ment, however, to this paragraph is pending and will take pre- 
cedence—the amendment of the gentleman from New Hampshire 
[Mr yes which has just been read. Against this amend- 
a the point of order. is raised that it changes existing law. 

the gentleman from Pennsylvania desire to be heard on his 

? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I submit that the concluding language of the 
gopemen’s proposition, aren, in any statute, rule, or regu- 
ation to the contrary notwithstanding,” assumes or presupposes 
that the amendment is contrary to existing statute. [ will, how- 
ever, refer the Chair to the civil-service act, the first two divisions 
under section 2. I also refer the Chair to the regulations adopted 
under that act—the first paragraph of section 2, and also Rule IX. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has examined the citations made 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and is clearly of the opinion 
that the t of order is well taken. 

Mr L. Mr. Chairman, | desire to submit an amendment, 


which is. not a step backward, but a step forward. 

The CHAIR The Clerk will read the amendment sent to 
the desk by the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. H1L}. 

The Clerk as follows: 


adding of | 19, 5 

Amepa Ys, eet ond. phe eh og de in the Treasury not otherwise 
app as may be necessary to defray the expense of conducting civil- 
service e nations of all persons now in 1 list who have never 
taken such examinations; and the Civil Service Commission is hereby directed 
to hold such e: certify for vacancies that may be due to 
failures to pass such examinations from the eligible lista, as in the cases of 
appointments made subsequent to the extension of the service.”’ 

Mr. BINGHAM. I make the pointof order against the amend- 
oe it is an indefinite appropriation, and it changes existing 

iw. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman from 
Connecticut, if he desires to be heard, on the point of order. 

Mr. HILL, I did not care to discuss the question of order. I 
simply wanted to discuss the propriety of 40,000 employees being 
admitted without civil-service examination. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is prepared to rule, and sustains 
the point of order. 

uestion now recurs on the motion made by the gentleman 
) from Carolina {Mr. SETTLE] tostrike out the paragraph. 
The motiou was rejected. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I ask now, in order that the 
text .< p mh nage be =a — Ss sum a to make a 
change in one phs. committee have changed 
the compensation of the aeenien from. $6,000 to $5,000. The 
sum total, as pertaining to appropriations for the Library, is 
$98,020. It should read now, owing to the change to which I have 
referred, $92,020, which makes the bill consistent. I ask that the 
correction be e. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the absence of objection, the correction 
will be made as indicated by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move that the committee rise and report 
the bill and amendments to the House with the recommendation 
that the bill as amended do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. HepsuRN reported that the Committee of 
the Whole House on thestate of the Union, having had under con- 
sideration the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 


| bill, had directed him to report the same to the House with sundry 


ts, and as so amended that the bill do pass. 
Mr. B I move the previous question upon the bill 
and amendments. 
The previous question was ordered, under the operation of which 
the amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to 


and the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BINGHAM, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 








444 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. DECEMBER 22, 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the gentleman to withhold the 
motion for a moment until I submit a privileged report from the 
Committee on ora ah 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I shall not object, if it does not 
lead to debate. 





















Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I now renew 
motion that the House ew er 

The motion was agreed 

The House accordingly (at 8 o'clock and 40 minutes p. m.) ad- 
journed until Tuesday, snusry 6, 1 5, 1897, at 12 o’clock m. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule ae ay the Spacker’s tebe and ral commu- 
—_ tions were taken from and referred as 
ollows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of transmit- 
tiage a copy of 2 comniaaiention fees Sane naanree ar, trans- 
mitting a supplemental estimate for for the « support 
of the National Home for Disabled Soldiers for the fis- 

Appropria- 


ENROLLED ‘BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills and joint 
ee of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the 


A Dill (H.R. 3139) for the relief of M. R. William Grebe; 

A bill (H.R. 5787) for the relief of Henry A. F. Worth; 

A bill (H. R. 9700) authorizing the issuing and loaning of the 
ensigns, flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States for the 
purpose of decorating the streets of the city of Washington on 
the occasion of inaugural ceremonies on the 4th of March, 1897; 

A bill (H. R. 9753) making appropriations to supply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 80, 1897, and 
for prior years, and for other purposes; 

A bill a: 1883) to grant a pension to Charlotte O. Van Cleve, 
widow of Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve; 

A bill (S. 1631) granting a pension to Emeline Filgate; 

A bill (8S. 1276) granting an increase of pension to John L. 
Britton; 

A bill (S. 2711) granting . pension to Ira Harris; 

A bill (S. 1881) granti msion to Lydia Chapman; 

A bill (S. 1265) for the re ‘ of Emmart, Dunbar & Co.; and 

Joint resolution (S. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of the 
act approved June 3, 1896, entitled ‘‘An act to repeal section 61 of 
‘An act to reduce taxation, to ,pro ovide revenue for the Govern- 


— and for other purposes,’” which became a law August 28, 
894. 


cal year ending June 30, 1898—to the Committee on 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secre of War, a ——_ 
cation from the Chief of neers, with an 


men action for the ai et of the ineureminer the United 
anene the sale and disposal of certain lands situated in 


Committee on Indian ieee and ordered "commana ; 
A letter from the Secretary of f War. with a letter 
from the Chief of eers, report of examination and vervand 
of Mare Island Strai ornia—to the Committee on Ri 
Harbors, and ord to be printed. 
A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmi 
munication from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, wi setae 
for thel ‘i a > Beeasen tenths dunskten eating Yeas 1800 
or the Indian ent for the year 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. MARSH, from as Comannitten 
on the Militia, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (8.1169) 
entitled ‘‘An act authorizing the Secre of War to issue ae 
field rifles to each State and Territory for the National 
thereof, in exchange for other — s held,” (Neo 250): the same 
without amendment, accom a report 2363) ; ne 
said bill and report were bored t to ine Committee of 
House on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


bo ese ah 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 

meee from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
refe oo Eo Conauttes ot the Whale Eivunecie follows: 

By Mr. COX, from the Committee on Claims: “The bill (8s. —_— 
entitled “An act for the relief = L. Robert Coates & Co., 


No. 
y Mr. HURLE , from the ( mittee on War Claims: The 
vill (8. Be. WHS) fe he saat ot Goes Bae dearer (Report 


NS Me MAHON, from the Committee on War Claims: 
A resolution (House Res. No. 463) to refer the bill (H. R. 6622) 
tuk Comte, Gan Se te ee ene 
chmond Coun together with accompanying 
papers, to the Court of Claims.  ( No. 2366.) - 

The bill (H. R. 957) for the relief Milton F. Colburn, admin 


. 


CIVIL SERVICE STATISTICS. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I submit, Mr. Speaker, for present con- 
sideration a concurrent resolution, which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives = Senate concurring), That 1,500 
copies of the ——— of the statistics the exact state of the clas- 
sid ed and unc fied parts of the executive wire service of the United States, 
80 arranged as toinclude postions by em, offices, and commission: 
with subdivisions by es, ~ compilation containing a ae list o: 
all positions, whether Sreciod by compensation, whether appointed by the 
pee oe solely or A aioe b: e Senate, whether the positions are 
in the classified service and excepted from examination. whether they are in 
the unclassified service by reason of their exclusion, whether they are mere 
laborers and unclassified, or Sr aT are positions classifiable but not 
i et classified, be printed, of w 6s shall be for the use of the 
ouse of Representatives and! 500 yooples| for “9 use of the Senate. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? 

Mr. BRUMM. I object. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. This is a privileged matter. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I would like to say a word in regard to this 
question. 

Itisa Brat they t matter. I am told by the Civil Service Com- 
mission that they have received 150 letters from members of Con- 
gress inquiring for the information which the report embraces, 


and which the report, having been already compiled, will fully | istrator of the estate of Gilbert Colburn, deceased, late of Annap- 
answer. olis, Md. rt No. 2367.) 
I think it is something that would be very valuable to members By Mr. IN of Cilo, from the Committee on War Claims: 


of the House, and I do not know any other mode of making it | A resolution (House Res. No. 464) to refer the bill nbn R. 8873 
available but the method now pro 


posed. lief of Clara W. Stagg, of 
Mr. HENDERSON. Why not include the proportion of the oe t No : = ee 


; ; (Report No. 2368. 
several States in this report? M CROWTHER, from the 
Mr. BROSIUS. It doesnotinclude the apportionment by States, we 


The bill (H. R. 9479 to C. en 
I will say to thegentleman. That, I suppose, will be embodied in No. 2360, ) granting a@ pension (Report 
the ee of the Civil Service Commissioners, which is now « dout By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on 


Invalid Pensions: ; 
This report has involved a great deal of labor and care _R. 9004 
and tee ee dncminent. e bill (H. R ) to isos Se ee ee Devine on 


pensi: ll. (Report No. 2370 
Mr. HENDERSON. Do you give that proportion in the statis- ms bill (H. R. dosh quaiieg a a to James R. Zearing. 
tics you have furnished in your speech to-day? (Report No. 2871.) 

Mr. ae Pw | to 4 limited pongo BaP vam 
embodied r ution relates to the condition of the service, gis 
giving a complete list of all positions covered by it. This infor- PUBLIO BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


mation, I think, embodied in the resolution presented by the gen- | Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
tleman from Tennessee, answers every ible inquiry the mem- eet the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 


bers of the House can make relative to present state of the civil 
service. By Mr. BROWN: A bill (H. R. 9799 to amend an act entitled 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the adoption of the resolu- “An act to authorize the estern Railway 


Company 
tion to. construct a bridge across the River near Chatta- 
Ten erasalion was nooga,” gi the said company more time in which to 
On motion of Mr. R GHARDSON, a motion to reconsider the | complete said the Committee on Interstate and 
last vote was laid on the table. Commerce. 





2 
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Mr. WATSON of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 9800) to promote the 
ne railroad 


safety of Saerers be Se ocking of etc.—to the 
Committee on aN and 
HEPBURN: A bill (H. R. 9801) authorizing the Secre- 
Treasury to effect an adjustment between the United 
tes and the Sioux City and wee ge ng gee Aap 
bonds issued by the United States in aid of the 
vee said railway—to the Committee on Pacific Rail- 
roa 
Mr. WELLINGTON: A bill (H. R. 9802) to improve the 
service by affording advancement to those in the classified 
service who have been denied advancement circumstances 
beyond their control—to the Committee on orm in the Civil 


ce. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9803) to amend an act entitled 
“An act authorizing the St. Louis, O and Southern Rail- 
way Company to construct and te a railwa 
Indian Terri and Oklahoma Territory, and for ether pur- 
poses "—to the on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. MERCER; A bill (H. R. 9804) to amend an act entitled 
‘‘An act to authorizé and encourage the holding of a transmissis- 
sippi and international exposition at the ci 
State of Nebraska, in the year 1898,” approv 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

a 7 BAKER of New a Gree S gto R. 
) proygote aerial navigation— Commi on tary 
Affairs. 

By Mr. MILLIKEN: A bill (H. R. 9816) to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to acquire square 574 for the erection thereon 
of a building for the Government Printing Office—to the Commit- 


tee on Public Buildi and Grounds. 

By Mr. SAYERS: A joint resolution (H. Res. 225) authorizing 
the thsonian Institution to cipate in the ition of Gas 
Apparatus and Appliances, to be held in Madison Square Garden, 


New York City, January 27 to February 6, 1897—to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 





PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By tr. DENNY: A bill (H. R. 9806) for the relief of Hampton 
Wall, of Amite County, Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of California: A bill (H. R. 9807) to increase 
the pension of James R. McDavitt to $30 per month—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 9898) for the relief of Lemuel 


Tanner, of Lafourche Parish, La.—to the Committee on War 
ms. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9809) for the relief of A. E. and M. E. Good- 
rich—to the Committee on War Claims. 
H. R. 9810) for the relief of Mrs. Ozeine Boudreau, 
.—to the Committee on War Claims. 


Company K, Sixty- i 
the Shoo at Military Ktatre 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9812) to increase the pension of Harriet J. 
Levis, widow of Hosea J. late of Company E, One hundred 
and third Ohio Infantry—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
R. 9813) to remove the charge of desertion 
¥ Q ; : Andrew Donaldson, Com. 
, Second Regimen: vania 
to the Gommittes on Military A: i 
H. oo for the relief of 


eClay, deceased, late of 
, Tenn.—to the Committee on War Claims. 


JOHNSO. i e 
bill Go increase, the pension of James H MaDuvith to the Come 


Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba 
i ee me cat Affairs. 
Mr. P. ¢ to accompany House to remove 


, Com 


of 





through the | b 


Also, paper to accompany House bill to remove the charge of 
desertion against Stewart Hodge. of Company K, Sixty-third 
Pennsylvania Volunteers—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, paper to accompany ‘House bill to remove the charge of 
desertion against Andrew Donaldson, of Newcastle, Pa.—to the 
Committee on Mili Affairs. 

Mr. PITNEY: Petition of citizens of Chatham, N. J., pro- 
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States— 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SORG: Resolutions adopted at a public meeting of citi- 
zens of Columbus, Ohio, W. 8. Taylor, president; also paper of 
Rev. W. M. Bell, of Dayton, Ohio, in behalf of Cuban independ- 
ence—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. WATSON of Ohio: Resolutions of J. C. McCoy Post, 
No. 1, Grand Army of the Republic, of Columbus, Ohio; also res- 
olution of Jasper Lodge, No. 579, Knights of Pythias, of Reynolds- 

, Ohio, ae sympathy with Cuba—to the Committee 
on Fore airs. 
By Mr. WELLINGTON: Petition of 700 citizens of Hagerstown, 
Md., favoring free Cuba—to the Committee on pao Affairs. 

Also, petition of Samuel Gantz, of Hagerstown, Md., for com- 
pensation for services—to the Committee on War Claims. 


SENATE. 


TUESDAY, January 6, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mitevury, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of December 22, 1896, was read 
and approved. 
CURRENT SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of State, transmitting the report of Prof, 
Simon Newcomb and Dr. John 8. Billings, delegates from this 
country to the International Conference on a Catalogue of Scien- 
tific Literature, held in London, July, 1896, by request of the Royal 
Society, and having for its object an international agreement as to 
the steps necessary to the preparation, editing, and continuous 
publication of the current scientific literature of all countries; 
which, with the accompanying papers, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 


BONDS OF PACIFIC RAILROADS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in response 
to a resolution of December 21, 1896, a report as to the number 
and amount of the bonds of the Pacific railroads which he pur- 
age to sell as the terms of the advertisement dated December 

6, 1896; the title under which the United States holds said bonds; 
the date of their maturity; the reasons which impelled him to 
advertise the same; the name of the guarantor, and a copy of the 
guaranty bid announced by him; and the authority of law, if any, 
under which the proposed sale isto be made, and what disposition 


harge | is to be made of the proceeds of said sale, etc.; which, with the 


a omy | papers, was referred to the Committee on Pacific 
Railroads, and o to be printed. 
PACIFIC RAILROADS SINKING FUND. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury; which was read, ordered 
to = ted, and referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, 
as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., December 31, 1896. 


Stir: In pees a resolution of the Senate of December 10, 1896— 

“That the of the Treasury be directed to send to the Senate a 
copy of the account of the amount due the sinking fund of the Central and 
U Pacific railroads on account of subsidies paid the Pacific Mail Steam- 
ship ene by said roads and deducted from the gross earnings of said 
roads charged to opera’ expenses, which account was transmitted to 
the an 1008 togetuer with by the Sec of the Interior on the 5th day of 
March, 1896, 


De 
r witha copy of the letter of the Secretary of the Interior 
transmit said account” 

Sugetreesehaton papeasnaterseh to to the: 

en papers in thea 
Respectfully, yours, ; : 
W. E. CURTIS, Acting Secretary. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 
CHIEF OF CENSUS DIVISION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Interior of the 28th ultimo, 
submitting an estimate of appropriation for a chief of census 
division for the fiscal year someon 2 une 30, 1898; which, with the 
Seer ns paper, was referred to the Committse on Appro- 
priations, an rdered to be printed. 

RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS IN OREGON. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in response to a 
resolution of December 15, 1896, a report of the Chief of Engineers,- 


mt search of the records of this 
ve resolution can not be found. 
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United States Army, relative to the placing of proposed improve- 
ments at, Yaquina Bay, Oregon, and the Willamette and Yamhill 
rivers, Oregon; which, with the accompanying papers, was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DISTRIBUTION AND SALE OF DOCUMENTS, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a report of 
the clerk in charge of documentsof that Department, containing a 
statement of the number of documents received, distributed, and 
sold during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896; which, with the 
ace eal report, was ordered to lie on the table and be 

printec 
THE WATER HYACINTH. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from. the Secretary of War, transmitting, in response to a 
resolution of December 15, 1896, the report of the Chief of Engi- 
neers, United States Army, concerning the obstruction of the 
navigable waters of Florida or the other South Atlantic or Gulf 
States by the aquatic plant known as the water hyacinth, etc.; 
which was read. 

Mr. PASCO... I ask that the communication be-referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FRYE. Let it be printed, too. 

Mr. PASCO. Yes; let it be printed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 

Mr. PASCO subsequently said: I ask that the order with refer- 
ence to printing the report on the water hyacinth be modified so 
as to exelude the printing of the plates. Let the report be printed 
without the plates accompanying it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair calls the. attention of the 
Senator from Maine. [Mr. FRYE] to the request. of the Senator 
from. Florida, 

Mr. PRYE. My opinion coincides entirely with that of the 
Senator from Florida, I do not think there is any necessity to 
print the plates, because it would take a. great deal of time and 
would do no ial good 

The VICE-P PRE ESIDEN'. Without objection, the order to print 
will be so modified 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of Agriculture, transmitting the annual 
report of the Bureau of Animal ee 7 the fiscal year ended 
June 30; 1896; which, with the g report, was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture an Peswalve, and ordered to be 


printed, 
FISHERIES OF THE INDIAN RIVER, FLORIDA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries, transmitting a 
report of an investigation of the condition of the fisheries of the 
Indian River, Florida; which, with the accompanying , was 
referred to the Committee on Fisheries, and to.be printed. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate eighteen commu- 
nications from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in ursuance 
of the provisions of the act of Mewrocae 8, 1887, cortific copies of 
the final ascertainment of theelectors for President. and. Vice-Pres- 
ident for the States of Kentucky, West V South Carolina, 
Texas, Nebraska, North Dakota, usetts, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, ae Wyomit 
oo Washington, and Mi ; Ww. 


n.the table. 

a SHERMAN. I do not. know whether it.is.usual to publish 
these: certified ay I should like to have information, if the 
= ve it to me, as to whether they are usually published. 

he VIC PRESIDENT. The Chair is advised that it is not 
res the Secretary of State to 


Mr. SHERMAN. My impression is that they ought to be 
printed, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays then: before the Sen- 


. Montana, Maine, 
. were ordered to lie 


the bill 1261) for the relief of John Kehl and to restore 


pr aalgre af weenie pngy biznes Soong ure oo 
amendment, which was lost; and by unanimous consent aeamnniectals 
was ordered to be complied witb. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed. 
ing ee concurrence of the 

nate: 


A bill (H. R. 8058) gram s pension to Alice Gard; 
tr ; at the first session of 
railroad 


ee 
solely or by 
the concurrence of the Senate. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 
Sane further announced that the of the 
had signed the following enrolled bills and resolution; 


they were thereupon si the 
A bill (S. 1265) for the of Emmart, Dunbar a 


Bitiboe (S. 1276) granting an. inerease of pension. to 
A bill (S. 1631) ting a Ghee’ 
eS bor arms in oan Coy 
) a an 
widow ot Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve; 
oe a pension to Ira 
— es M. R, 


a. of the Un 
the yr omnes yn of 
_ occasion of iit ceremonies: <a ee 


wf joint resolution (8, 162) continuing in foree section 2 
the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled “An act to: section 
61 of ‘An act to reduce taxation, to. provide revenue for 
ernment, and for other purposes,’” 1 ie ng daca nna tiny hd 


. - 4 “ . 7 
Mr. HOAR. I proseut thesnemmvialetCUiaies Moneta Sivan 
president; and 10 other gentlemen, members of the 
remonstrating 


assachusetts aid ee the de- 


ete and t gpordenthy The w thrpin rinted. that 
Mr. SHERMA I shall not m Cenaecadinendiamegentte 


them. I think they ought to be printed, however. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will entertain the motion 
of ms Senator from Ohio. 


. I will withhold it for the present. 
Mr. FR 


Fe laid on the table. 
SHERMAN. I withhold my motion. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The communications are laid before 
the Senate for the Senate to take such action as it may desire. 
JOHN KEHL. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the request of the 
House of Representatives for a copy of the Senate amendment to 


The others received were not. printed, but were rule. 
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the News, of eaeineny of R..F. Paine, publisher of the Press. of 
} Cleveland; of H. . Clemens, publisher of the Buckeye Trail, 
of Cleveland; of e P. Godfrey, publisher of the Gazette, of 
Ottowa; of Sam C. Scott, publisher of the Magnet, of New W ater- 
ford; of R. C. ee publisher of the. Weekly Review, of 
Wilmot; of ee & Hinkle, publishers of the Herald, of Jack- 
= Kenyon, isher of the Reporter, of West Union; of 
wa lisher-of the News; of Woodville; of D. N. Belt, 

of the News, of Thornville; of O. T. Corson, publisher 

of the Ohio Educational Monthly, of Columbus; of Mast, Crowell 
i | Home Compan publishers of the Farm and Fireside and Woman's 
Home panion, of Springfield; of C. ©. Waddle, publisher of 
ae News and Ross County Register, of Chilli- 

: rat | the Ci of A. R: De Fluent, publisher of the Doylestown Journal, 
of Doylestown; of J. P. Coates,.manager of the Daily News, of 
Toledo; of H. C. Ray and E..H. Irwin, publishers of the Herald, 
of New: Madison; of Jackson & Cooke, publishers of the Market 
Review and Farm Journal, of Akron; of the News and Telegraph 
Pu _ Company, publishers of the Hamilton (Ohio) Daily 
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Under these your memorialists would that News, of ton; of A. E. Hough, editor of the Gazette, of 
provision bet : Toauie for renewing the Cons t — Hillsboro; of E. W. Otwell, publisher of the Journal, of Green- 
the most e. rican people The Pictory eestor Dayton of Marshall c ns Semaeiiinne as Sho tieeabinon 
t 3 eridge; pu of the Republican, 
Ly ET ee ae as enced te oy = = enia; peso L —- _  puliidions of the aan ee 
hem 4m leas: of Medina; e Oatman Printing Company, publishers 
: Under the rnstra ~ _starcnnioup tinny, your memorialists, pet oo = illon Gleaner, a nese - om — publisher 
constitu e council of society, would: Pi n ee aimCity; of the Williams Publishing 
Ot ie hte ft the | and.Blectric:Company, of Cleveland: of Robert Bandlin, mana- 
large number of citizens who feel a patriotic and « er aed —- Cleveland Citizen, of Cleveland; and of sundry news- 
in. the she must forever and that, like the and: booksellers of Cincinnati, all in the State of Ohio, 

0. she then hereafter kept in complete repair and used as a. 





remonstrating against the pm: of the. so-called Loud bill, 
relating to second+class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on: Post-Offices.and Post-Roads. 

Mr: BERRY presented.a memorial of sundry citizens of Little 









iee-E , Ark:, remonstrating against withdrawing the appropria- 

cae: GRMN, Second Flee-President tion for the maintenance of the Hot Springs Hospital; which was 
ae ze Sart sy ; Cabine: net Keeper. referred to the Committee on: Appropriations. 

THORNTON CODMAN. He aiso presented. a petition of the Arkansas River Deep Water 

THO K. : Convention, of Fort Smith, Ark., praying that an appropriation 

LAWRENCE LOWELL. be made for the continuance of ‘the improvement of the Arkan- 






sas River; which was referred to. the Committee on Commerce. 
He also presented a memorial of sundry citizens and business 
men of Van Buren, Ark., remonstrating against. granting further 
time:to:the Fort Smith and: Van Buren: Light and Transit Com- 
pany in: which to build a bridge across the Arkansas River at that 
ous which was referred: to the Committee on Commerce. 
: also. presented: a ition. of the. beard of directors of the 
Commercial. League: of Fort Smith; Ark., praying Congress to 
recognize the independence of Cuba;. which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 
}| Helse: presented a petition.of the Arkansas River Improve- 
blic:| ment:Convention, of Fort Smith; Ark., praying that an appropria- 


Mr. HOAR. I move wthae che petition be printed. as a document, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was. agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR presented. the memorial of Mrs. A. J. Clifford and 
244 other sialaene of Boston, Mass., and a —— of sundry citi- 
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dings and Grounds. tion. be made for the purpose of defraying the expense of cutting 

He also presented a of the First Free Baptist »| a channel 120 feet wide and: 26 feet deep: through Sabine Lake; 
Endeavor Bociety of \for the enactment-of | which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

prohi the sale of in g liquorsin the Dis; Mr: HARRIS presented memorials of Cayoc & Turner, publish- 

of Columbia; eee ae on: the:| ers:of the Mail. and Printing Pamphlet, of Martin; of William 

Distriet- of Colum Caruthers; publisher of the Vidette, of Hartsville; of E. C. Rolin- 

ae MORRILL presented a petition of members of the Society gubltceen of the: Vanderbilt Observer (college magazine), 

of Colonial. _America,. the. 





anderbilt | Reg ae ner ar ere of B. F.. Haynes, publisher 
ctiteedbennemnm of Nashville; of W. Miller, pub- 
lisher of the Waverly Sentinel; of Waverly; of J. W. N. Burkett, 
rof the Jackson Daily Sun, of Jackson; of the Review 


ee ublishers of the-Review, of Knoxville; of 
J. Roberts , publisher of the Southern Prac titioner, 


for of 
the nsgne-** National Society of Colonial Dames of America,” 
as contained in Senate bill: No. 3087; which was referred to the 
Ccnenaiaiiaeanes the Library. 
Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Ohio State Medical. 
— praying for the passage of Senate bill No. a 
or the-examination debarkation; which 

















of immigrants at ports of of Nashville; of Watts &-Co., publishers of Good Reading, of 
‘estdaaeahalnenaiten 2 South Berlin: of P. J. Hanifin & oe of the Coopera- 
He a petition of the instructors and students of | tive Detective and Police Journal, of hyville; of Frank L. Forn- 
the Ohio. University, of Ada, Ohio; a petition of the:exec- | shell, publisher of the Herald and Tribune, of Jonesboro; of 
utive committee-of the Republican. of Cu +| Wi Mi Goodman, publisher of the Farm Magazine, of Knoxville; 
Ohio, and: a petitien of the board: of: ;:| of the Ruskin Cooperative Association, a of the Coming 
Ohio, recognize the independence of _| Nation, of Ruskin; and of ey H. Dukes, publisher of the New- 
which were to.lie on the table. Times, of Newport, all in the State of 4 ‘ennessee, remonstrat- 
_ resolutions in the nature of a -thepassage of the so-called Lond bill, relating to sec- 
at a mass. of citizens of and. mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on 
Fernbank, Ohio, praying for the enactment of reliey- | Post-Offices.and Post-Roads. 
ing the suffering Armenians in. w was referred to: COCKRELL presented. resolutions adopted by the Com- 
Foreign mercial Club of ioimena City, Mo., favoring the enactment of legis- 
He also presented a memorialof the Ohio State lation. looking tothe opening of the Indian Territory to settlement; 
of Senate bill No, 1552, for bx motos ‘were -referred:to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 





citiaens of Bedatia, resolutions adopted at a ve meeting of 
Mo., and a petition of the Ministers’ Union of 


fone oo ; Mo., and. Kansas City, Kans., praying Congress to 
recognize. independence of Cuba; which were ordered to lie on 


jot Toledo — Webster ———- 
ae the table. 
the: Free Preas,. _, Hevalao: presented a memorial of the Cotton Exchange of St. 


Naf Defiance Will nt Osborn & gy ae eee ‘Lonis,, Mo;,. remonstrating: against. the recognition of the inde- 
Triwedkiy Ree Bee, of Antwerp; of Walter Hartpence, publisher of | pendence ot Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
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He also presented memorials of C. F. Ri , of the Meadville 
Messenger, of Meadville; of N. J. Stanley, of the Haymaker, of 
Kansas City; of W. F. B. Goforth, of the Intelligencer, of Iberia; 
of W. R. Littell, of the Independent, of Tarkio; of A. C. Talley, 
of the Southwest News, of Greenfield; of Thomas R. Green, of the 
Lutesville Banner, of Lutesville; of A. J. Slack, of the Crawford 
County Democrat, of Steelville; of Goss & McEntire, of the 
Nevada Director, of Nevada; of D. B. Dorsey, of the Braymer Bee, 
of Braymer; of J. S. Webb, of the Waverly Times, of Waverly; 
of W. B. Rogers, of the Republican, of Trenton; of John F. Mar- 
tin, of the Daily and Weekly Enterprise, of Charleston; of Pear- 
son-Alléndorph Manufacturing Company, of the Western Dental 
Journal, of Kansas City; of the Barrick Publishing Company, of 
the Kansas City Packer, of Kansas City; of Charles Fillmore, of 
the Unity, of Kansas City; of T. G. Wiler, publisher, Kansas 
City; of A.’T. Still, M. D., of the Journal of Osteopathy, of Kirks- 
ville; of John B. Harris, of the Review Ruxvasse, of Callaway 
County; of J. H. Bode, of the Demokrat, of St. Charles; of Robert 
N. Bode, of the Monitor, of St. Charles; of the St. Louis Tribune 
Company; of Charles W. Lucas, of the Natienal Threshermen 
and Tanners of Kansas City; of the Times Publishing Company 
and the Kansas ~— Times, of Kansas City; of E. J. Orr, of the 
People’s Record, of Marshall; of Daniel J. Carey and sundry 
other newsdealers and booksellers, of Kansas City, all in the 
State of Missouri, and of James B. Goode, editor of the News at 
Lemont, Lockport, Spring Forest, and Summit, Ill., remonstrat- 
ing against the age of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CALL presented the memorials of E. T. Robinson, M. D., 
publisher of the Atlas, of Port Orange, Fla.; of W. D. Williams, 
publisher of the Holmes eee Advertiser, of Westville, Fla.; 
ot M. D. Cushing, publisher of the Southern Pythian, of Tampa, 
Fia., and of J. T. Ball, Key West Advertiser, of Key West, Fla., 
remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 
relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CALL. I present a communication in the nature of a 
petition from W. 5S. Norwood, of Titusville, Fla., and one from 
the East Coast Company, of Miami, Fla., relative to the Perrine 
land grant. I move that the communications be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CALL. I present a petition from the Society of Colonial 
Dames of America, with an cnnegser ie letter from Mrs. An- 
gelica E. Gamble, of Tallahassee, Fla., praying that a charter be 
granted to the National Society of the Colonial es of America. 
I move that the communication and accompanying letter be 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PASCO presented the memorial of Dr. E. T. Robinson, 
publisher of The Atlas, of Port Orange, Fla., remonstrating 
against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- 
class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of the Florida Division of the 
United Confederate Veterans, praying for the enactment of legis- 
lation relieving the sufferings of the Cubans, and expressin 
sympathy with them in their st le for freedom and independ- 
ence; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FRYE presented a petition of the Saco Valley Local Union 
of Christian Seetanver, of Saco Valley, Maine, praying for the 
enactment of legislation for the relief of the suffering Armenians 
in Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

He also presented memorials of the Lisbon Falls Fiber Com- 

ny; of the Bowdoin Paper Manufacturing Company; of the 

tar Publishing Company, of Rockland; of the oe Paper 
Company; of Ladd Bros., of Dexter; of Herbert W. Rowe, of Ban- 

or; of W. A. Newcomb, of Augusta; of F. Leon Gage, of Skow- 

egan; of D. H. Knowlton & Co., of Farmington; of Theo. Cary, 
of Houlton; of George H. Gilman, of Houlton; of M. N. Rich, of 
Portland, and of W. M. & A. ©. Ladd, of Fairfield, all in the 
State of Maine, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CULLOM presented the memorials of F. A. Brandecker, 
publisher of Kathalisches Wochenblatt, Chicago; of B. W. Baker, 
publisher of The Chaddock, Quincy: of A. Geavenhorst, publisher 
of Volksblatt, Effingham; of M. Teague, publisher of Duquoin 


Evening Call, Duquoin; of D. J. Brink, publisher of the Review, 
Coalsburg; of W. L. Puterbaugh, publisher of Carroll County 
Mirror; of A. L. Langdon, See of Saturday Review, 


aaest of J. C. Colllins, pu er of Mason County Record, 
Jose; of D. M. Har er, publisher of the Alexis Argus, 
Alexis; of J. B. Martin, publisher of The Enterprise, Homer; of 
E. @. Mendenhall, publisher of Our Horticultural Visitor, Kin- 


mundy; of James A. Fahs, 
ley; of W. I. Larash, pu 

Rushville; of the Germania Printing 
—s of Saul & Stinson, pu 

; of C. W. Bliss, publisher 

of John Trainer, editor and publisher 
catur; of George R. Haines, —— 

of J. Van —— publisher Plaindealer, , 
Hartnett, pu lisher of Shawnee News, Shawneetown 

M. Mungle, publisher of The Poultry Churn, Dekalb} of Wil 
liams & Gooves, publishers of Rankin Independen 

of A. Paessler, publisher of Volksblatt, Joliet, and of 
Blankinship, publisher of The Pataka N: I 
State of Illinois, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented com unications, in 
tions, from Judge R. 8S. Tuthill, of Chicago; 

Onstott, of Petersburg; from J. 

Lobdell, Farwell & Co. ,of Chicago; 

of arenas from A, M. Corwin, o 4 
& Co., of Chicago; from Snow & Watkins, 
er ee from oi 

mpany 0 cago; from Henry C. 
8S. Gerber & Son, of Argenta; from Wi ‘ 
Rockford; from J. J. Glessner, of Ch ; from the Illinois State 
Press Association; from the Agricultural Press ; from the 
Associated Trade Press; from the American Trade 
ation, and from the American Newspaper Publishers’ Associati 
all in the State of [llinois, praying for the passage of the so- 
called Loud bill, relating to apelin mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. McMILLAN joe the petition of Rev. James H. Potts, 
of the Michigan tian Advocate, of Detroit, Mich., praying for 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
— which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 

‘ost-Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Wayne County Medical 
Society, of Detroit, Mich., remonstra‘ against the 
the bill to restrict the pracitce of vivisection in the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. ~ 

He also presented a petition of the Michigan 
the American Revolution, of Detroit, Mich.., 
ment of legislation providing for the publication of. 
archives; which was referred to the on 

He also presented a petition of Welsh Post, No. 137, Grand 
Army of the og of Ann Arbor, Mich., praying for a 
sage of the so-called Pickler pension bill; which was ref to 
“2 id aniene f the officers ‘ester 

e also presented a n of the represen 
i church, of Washington, De. praying 
nate bill No. 1498, to raise the age of protec- 
tion for girls in the District of Columbia to 18 ; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented the memorials of the Washington News Com- 
_ and sundry other booksellers and newsdealers of Washington, 

. C.; of James R. Taylor, of the Romulus Roman, of Romulus. 
Mich.; of Orville Dennis, of the McBain Chronicle, of McBain; 


the spgee 
E. H. hh, of The Bookkeeper, of Det 
The Sault Ste. Marie Herald, of Sault 
Estep Company; of Zeeland Record, of Zeeland; 
of the Lansing Review, of Lansing; of 
Michigan Independent, of Buchanan; 
Buchanan Record, of aut 
Dealer, of Lake City; of Wi H. 
of Utica; of H. M. Pernin, of Pernin’s 
Detroit; of Olof Olson, of the Baneret, : 
Zuiderveld, of the rao Banier, of Grand " 
& Wuizburg, of the Germania, of Grand 
man, of the Journal, of White Pigeon; of J. 
of the Vermontville Echo, of Vermontville; of 
backer of the Homer Index, of Homer; and of . Brewer, 
of the Livingston Herald, of Howell, all in the State of 
remonstrating —— the of the so-called Loud bill, 
lating to second-class ; which were referred to the 
—— on ee and be ne ‘ 

e a petition o Michigan State Horticul 
Society, of Grand Rapids, Mich., praying that an amendment of 
the taxi! Inwa bo mane relative Seimimenet meaian and 











1897. 


Mr. BURROWS presented resolutions adopted by the Michigan 
State Horticultural oon its annual meeting 
of Grand Rapids, December 2, 1896, favoring protective 
tion for fruit growers and farmers whose products come into 
petition with Canadian products; which were referred to the 


presented resolutions adopted by Welch Post, No. 137, 
Grand Army = the Republic, of Ann Ar ying for 





r, Mich., pra 
the so-called Pickler pension bill; which were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also nted the petition of L. J. Nixon and 29 other wool- 
Eaton County, Mich., praying for the of the 
Dingley tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee 


presented the memorial of B. F. Browne and 8 other 
per publishers of Michigan, and of John D. S. Hanson, 
ublisher of the Hart (Mich.) Journal, and 15 other publishers of 
ichigan, remonstrating against the of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of James H. Potts, D. D., pub- 
lisher of the Mic Christian Advocate, praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post- Roads. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of the town council of Stock- 
ton, N. J., praying for the enactment of legislation recognizing 
the belligerency of the Cubans in their struggle for independence; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorials of the Methodist Publishing 
Company, of Camden; of David ncer, of the Morris Joufnal, 
of Dover; of Schultz & Pilgrim, Willanen Daily News and War- 
ren Democrat, of Phillipsburg; of Benjamin Patterson, Monitor- 
Register, Morristown; of E. S. Allen, secretary Knickerbocker 
Guide ae publisher of Travelers’ Railroad Guide; of Alonzo 
Chamberlain, News-Letter, Hasbrouck Heights, and of August 
more Orange Sonntags Blatt, < Cotes all = = ~_ = 

ew Jersey, remonstra against the passage © 80-C 
Loud bill, velatinartes ee eee matter; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. a 

Mr. PEFFER presented a memorial of the Free Silver Club, of 
Solomon, Kans., remonstrating t the removal of Federal offi- 
cers “‘on account of their support of their own party ticket in the 
late campaign;” which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Roads. , 

He also presented the memorials of T. L. Newcomb, of Pomona, 
Kans.; of y J. Henley, of Clyde, Kans.; of D. 8. Gilmore, of Ad- 
mire, Kans., and of Ceisus S$. Lamb, of the Daily Eclipse, of Par- 
sons, Kans., remonstra against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to -class muil matter; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CLARK Dg > ener the petition of Walter B. Cowen and 33 
other citizens of Wyoming, praying for the of the so-called 
Dingley tariff bill; which was referred 
Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of John B. Wallace, publisher, 
of Carbon, Wyo.,remonstrating against the poe of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of A. T. Seymour and 116 other 
citizens of one, eae for the enactment of legislation pro- 

oo lan 


newspa 


viding for the entry ds; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lan 

Mr. GEAR presented a —— of the Honey Creek Quarterly 
Meeting of Friends’ Church of New Providence, Iowa, — for 
the enactment of ee raising the age of protection for girls 
in the District of umpbia to 18 years; which was referred to the 
me ye on per of epee a a ; 

e @ memorial o e Honey Creek Quarter 

Meeting of Friends’ Church of New Pevwidiince: Towa, pear. 
strating against the selling of liquor in Government buildings; 
— — referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 

roun 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of the Northampton Board 
of Trade, of Northampton, Soo: praying for the establishment 
of a department of commerce and manufactures; which was 
a dan tee caeenaee f bo Congiiesiitenal Club of 

e a me of the ub o 

Boston, as against the sale of intoxicating 
liquors in the Oa buil ; which was referred to the Com- 

ttee on Public and Grounds. 
He also ted a of the Massachusetts State Phar- 

e Association, praying that alcohol used in the arts be 
seeniiied free of duty; which was referred to the Committee on 


ce. 
He also presented a petition of the Society of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, praying that Mrs. Irena Wilkinson Gib- 
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son be allowed a pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of sundry churches of Massa- 
chusetts, remonstrating against the sale of liquors in all buildings 
owned by the United States Government; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Healso presented the petitions of sundry manufacturers of mata 
and matting in the United States, praying for the retention of spe- 
cific duties; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented memorials of Procter Bros., publishers of 
Cape Ann’s Weekly Advertiser, Gloucester, Mass.; of 243 news- 
paper and bookselling firms of Boston, Mass.; of the Daily Enter- 
— of Brockton; of the Contributor, of Boston; of the Missionary 

erald, of Boston; of the Wheelwoman, of Boston; of the Enter- 
prise, of Marlboro; of the Bicycling World, of Boston; of the 
Advertiser, of Fall River; of the Independent, of Ipswich; of the 
[ope Cod Independent and Falmouth Enterprise, of Falmouth; of 
John M. Wallace, the News, of Woburn; of the Bubiers Pub- 
li Company, of Lynn; of John 8. Lewis, of Stoneham; of 
Daniel G, Hitchcock, of Warren; of Allen Lindsey, of Marb!ehead; 
of the Lawrence Telegram, of Lawrence; of Education, of Boston: 
of the Everett Herald, of Everett; of the Record, of Stoughton; of 
the Tribune, of Lowell; of the Columbian, of Boston; of the Old 
Colony Memorial, of Plymouth; of the Business Folio, of Boston; 
of the Leader, of Boston; of the True Light, of Holyoke; of the 
New England Druggist, of Boston; of the Evening News, of Taun- 
ton; of Dr. Edward Hartshorn, of Boston; of the Guardian, of Bos- 
ton; of A. C. Hodges, of Buckland, publisher of four religious papers 
in Massachusetts; of the Commercial Bulletin, of Boston; of the 
Banker and Tradesman, of Boston, and of the Popular Education, 
of Boston, all in the State of Massachusetts, remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. McBRIDE presented a petition of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Astoria, Beer. praying that an appropriation be made 
for the improvement of the harbor at thatcity; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BAKER presented a petition of the Union Veterans’ League 
of Kansas City, Kans., praying for the adoption of the so-called 
Cameron resolution, with reference to the independence of the 
Island of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin presented a petition of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Milwankee, Wis., praying for the passage of 
the so-called Torrey bankruptcy bill; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Federated Trades Council of 
Milwaukee, Wis., praying for the enactment of leyislation grant- 
ing belligerent rights to the Cuban insurgents; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Milwaukee, Wis., remonstrating against ¢he adoption of the so- 
called Cameron resolutions in relation to the independence of the 
Island of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented memorials of Heyrman & Kuypers, pub- 
lishers of the Brown County Democrat and De Valpastem, 
Depere; of Ellaison & Berray, publishers of Wanshara Argus, 
Wanutoma; of Robert N. Schilling, publisher of Milwaukee Ad- 
vance; of Henry E. Voight, publisher of Der Gefluegel Zuechter, 
Wausau; of R. H. Johnson, publisher of the Central Wisconsin, 
Wausau; of A. W. Horn, publisher of the News, Cedarburg; of 
W. A. Colman, publisher of the Vilas County News, Eagle River; 
of John Smith, publisher of De Gids, Depere; of Grant H. Law- 
ton, publisher of the Gazette, Whitewater; of F. B. Grigg, pub- 
lisher of the Wave, West Superior; of C. E. Mears, publisher of 
Polk County Press, Osceola; of Short & Woolverton, publishers 
of Brandon Times, Brandon; of Cassius L. Coward, publisher of 
the Times, Waupun; of Ant. Novak, publisher of Dema’cuost, 
Milwaukee; of S. W. Brown, publisher of the Journal, West 
Salem; of Frank E. Noyes, publisher of Daily and Weekly Eagle, 
Marinette; of B. F. Parker, publisher of International Good 
Templar, Milwaukee; of H. J. Desmond, publisher of the Catholic 
Citizen, Milwaukee; of Charles Bancroft, manager of the Wiscon- 
sin News Company, and of sundry other citizens of Milwaukee, 
all in the State of Wisconsin, remonstrating against the passage 
of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


Mr. PLATT presented a memorial of the Christian Endeavor 
Society of Abington, Conn., remonstrating against the sale of 
liquors in the Capitol building; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented the memorials of John W. Waters, publisher 
of the Morning Dispatch, of New Britain; of James RK. Bolton 
& Co., Mother's Journal, New Haven; William N. Hamilton, New 
England Fancier, Danielson; of ©. H. Scholey, the Shore Lin 
Times, Guilford; of H. Loether, Neue Zeitung, Waterbury; o 
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A. E. Loveland, Yale Medical Journal, New Haven, and of D. J. 
Moseley, the Religious Herald, of Hartford, all in the State of Con- 
necticut, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BLANCHARD presented the memorials of William F. Ray, 
St. Bernard Voice, of Arabi; of J. Y. Gihuire, Sugar Planters’ Jour- 
nal, of New Orleans, of Eaton & Mains, Southwestern Christian 
Advocate, of New Orleans, and of Parey Bros., Bunkie Leader, of 
Bunkie, all in the State of Louisiana, remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Lond bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

THE RAMIE INDUSTRY. 

Mr. PERKINS. By request I present a certain statement con- 
taining valuable information in relation to the ramie industry. 
ask that it be printed as a public document. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 


»oogone, and it is so ordered, 


RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS, ETC. 
Mr. HALE. I present a memorandum on the method of the 
recognition of foreign governments and foreign states by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States from 1789 to 1896. I ask that it be 
printed as a document. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 

none, and it is so ordered. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to wiom 
‘was referred the bill (S. 3370) granting a pension to Emily E. 
—- reported it with amendments, and submitted a report 

hereon. 

Mr. SHOUP (for Mr. GALLINGER), from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 3407) granting a pension to Am- 
brose J. be nee reported it without amendment, and submit- 
ted a re reon. 

Me MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the ween ca on Pen- 
saan to whom was referred the bill (S. 3035) gra @ pension 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Gnash, reported it wuhoes er ment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 6878) for the relief of Eliza J. Holman, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R.3877) a to Henderson ao reported 
it without amendment, ubmitted a report thereo: 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. CALL introduced a bill (S. 3472) granting a pension to 
Laura Barnes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3473) granting a 
R. Roback; which wag read twice by its title, an 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3474) ting a to James 
L. Colding; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
pening 3s eee, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

K introduced a bill (8. pect a authorize the entry 
and patenting of lands containing pe um and other mineral 
oils under the placer oe laws of the United States; which was 
read twice by its title referred to the Committee on Public 


ands. 

Mr. MORRILL (by request) introduced =o S. 3476) to regu- 
late expert testimony in the courts of the ct of Columbia 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Comnanition 
on the District of Cclumbia. 

Mr. PEFFER introduced a bill (S. 8477) to remove the charge 
of desertion from the military recordof W H. Linton; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 


ie also introduced a bill (S. 3478) to improve the banking sys- 
tem, to secure depositors against loss, to provide safe depositories 
for the people’s savings, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill (8. 3479) authorizing the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia to a fee for the 
issuance of transcripts from the records of the th 
ment; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

idr. SHOUP introduced a bill (S. 3480) to better define and reg- 
ulate the rights of aliens to hold and own real estate in the Ter- 
ritories; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 

Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill (S. 3481) to provide for the 
purchase of 2 site and the erection of a public b thereon 
at Joplin, in the State of Missouri; wi was read twice by its 
— and referred to the Comauiiies, on Public Buildings and 


ion to John 
referred to the 
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_ Mr. FRO TOR, intertnesd a bill (S. 3482) to amend the act to 
1870; which was read twice by ite title, and referred to the = 


mitteo on the District of Colmaatie bill street ao 
e a open a 
block 205, from Fourteenth chroot te Witbaea sisont 


place and Caroline street, and 
read twice by its title, and referred to the e on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3484) for the relief of John 
Burns; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


Mr. McMILLAN introduced a joint resolution ae R. 1 
tion of the city of Washington during the ine ad wires fo eum 
on 
March, 1897; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
IMPRISONMENT OF JULIO SANGUILLY. 
Mr. CALL. I submit two resolutions, which I ask may be read 
to-morrow 


and printed and lie over under the rule until morning 
when I shall submit some observations them. 4 


The following resolution was read, ordered to lie over and 
to be printed: 


Besshood, That the Erections of she: Geines Bebe be Melee Steer. 
requested to send to the Senate, either in session, as he momey 
SO Sy 


Habana relating to 
tual imprisonment in chains ue sion at the Ualeod 
Btates, by the authorities of Se 


The follo concurrent resolution was read, and ordered to 


lie over and to printed: 
Relean ten deg e presont insurrection, has 


day before the. 
confined in his ell in tho Cabanas prison for SS rk Geedrtaetstaee, 
Wheress the Jowyer who defended: iim inRth Goenten ean auanemn ie 
eae at prison; an in 
order of the Openioh authorities immediately preceding the fe ee ee 
Wheress the 
reas eo a 


the authorities at 
ments attached thereto 


before 
ved oD Seen emolu- 
in consequence thereof 


'* 
’ 


without evidence against him without the 


who conducted the 
has since been 

by the authorities at 

woth nen fte Ear my, 


8. The concurrent resolution was cha es 
ulio Sanguilly; which was read twice by its title. 
AMENDMENT TO DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. ee ceed dale a 
posed by him to the ncy 


general deficiency appropriation bill; 
was referred to the Committee on Civil Service and Retrenchment, 
and ordered to be printed. 


NORTH AMERICAN COMMERCIAI. COMPANY. 


Mr. PETTIGREW submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


to tarnish ter the information of tne Sent ata stant of th nae 
lic revenue derived —— — i 
eset ite ort aed eae ee 
sma aero 
STANDING anor ier OF THE SENATE. 


Mr. ALDRICH submitted the following resolution, which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


the release of 


PRESIDENT laid before he teiats the following 
SS 


ste sre 


1,0 copies of the comp 


vot 
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mittee on Printing, that upon passage. 
wee ea Misstan icheapantien Sec Ate cocina 
ees nee te re 
resolution is better. 

The concurrent resolution was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. 8053) ting a pension to Alice Gard, was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The bill (H. R. 8850) to amend an act passed at the first session 
of the Fifty-fourth entitled “An act to grant to railroad 
companies in: Indian additional power to secure depot 
grounds, and to correct alignments,” was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. ees 

The bill (H. R. 9643) making —— for the legislative, 
executive, and j expenses of the Government for the fiscal 

ear ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes, avas read twice 

y its title, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

NATIONAL MONETARY COMMISSION, 

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, in accordance with the notice 
I gave some time ago, F ask that the joint resolution (S. R. 169) 
providing for the appvintment of a national monetary commission 
may be laid before the Senate. 

VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning business sts been 
concluded, the Chair lays before the Senate the joint resolution 
indicated by the Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. PEF . lask that the joint resolution may be read at 


length. 
"the VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
Whereas during the campaign immediately preceding late Presiden: 


y the tial 
election the monetary system of the country was the leading issue discussed 
before the people; and 


and different financial poficies, namely gold a 
First, national monome: : 
second, international and silver at ee Cres eee 7 
the nations; third, silver and gold bimetallism at the ratio of 16 to 1, 
with Governthent paper money redeemable im coin: sil 


















the disbandment of the Army, when the Government began a 
rapid conversion of our paper currency into 6 per cent bonds. 
The was strong enough and general enough to bring into 
life a new political party which maintained a national organiza- 
tion sixteen years and four times contended for the Presidency of 
the Republic. 

The revision of our mint laws in 1873, whereby the coinage of 
silver dollars was discontinued, aroused an opposition which has 
continued to the present. The opposition first took form in reso- 
lutions introduced in the Senate by Hon. Stanley Matthews, then 
amember of this body, January, 1878. TheSecretary of the Treas- 
ury (Mr. Sherman) in April, 1877, had asked the opinion of the 
Attorney-General whether resumption bonds could not legally be 
made payable in gold. On receiving a negative answer, the Sec- 
retary, in his first annual report, recommended to Congress that 
such bonds be authorized. To set the matter at rest, the Mat- 
thews resolutions were offered. 

_ I submit the correspondence and the resolutions without read- 
_— TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
rashington, D. C., Aprii £1, 1877. 
Sir: I beg leave to call your attention to, and ask your opinion upon, the 
following questions growing out of the refunding act of July 14, 1870, to wit: 
Can I stipulate in the body of the 4 per cent bonds about to be issued that 
they be redeemable in coin of the present standard value, that is, the 
standard value at the date of their issue, or must it be the cate of the law? 


I submit a statement —_ by the Hon. H. M. French, Assistant Secre- 

tary, having reference laws. 
It may become im t to the public interests to make the new bonds 
~€ in coin of present standard—that is, gold coin. Some doubts 
ve been expressed upon whether previous bonds issued under acts pussed 
— to 1873 are not legally payable in silvercoin. This question may become 
t, as any doubt upon the legal terms of a public security affects its 


ue. 
Very respectfully, 


Hon. CHARLES DEVENS, 
Attorney-General. 


In answer, the Attorney-General wrote this letter: 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, Washington, April %, 1877. 


Str: In answer to your letter of the Zist instant, requesting my opinion 
upon the following question growing out of the refunding act of Jnly 14, L870, 
to wit, “Can I stipulate in the body of the 4 per cent bonds about to be issued 
that they shall be redeemable in cvin of the present value, that is, the stand- 
ard value at the date of their issue, or must it be the date of the law?” I 
have the honor to reply: 

The act for the issue of bonds ‘‘ redeemable in coin of the present 


JOHN SHERMAN, Secretary. 


ferences is of : standard value.” The word “present” undoubtedly refers as a matter of 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Begrenantetives, etc., That the | date to the time when the act was passed, and not to the time when the bonds 
President of the United States be, and he is . directed to a t four | were thereafter issued. It contemplated that a long period would elapse 
commissioners, one National Democratic party, one from b- | before it would finally be carried into effect, and that clianges in the coinage 
lican , one from the Democratic , and one from the or | of the country might occur during that period. 

‘s ; these four shall cheose a together they -| Whatever changes in the coinage should occur, these bonds were, however, 
tute a ission, whose it shall be to examine and be redeemed in coin of the standard value as it existed at the date of the 
study the oa ant in its ——— business | act. By this holder was ed against any depreciation that 
affairs of the United States. such examination the commis- | might take in the value of the coin, and the Government would not be 
sion shall in suggestions, and competed $0 pay the additional value should the coinage be appreciated. All 
Fan ann Senin esi a and shall ae ~~ - anes ae er ma nen sete he stems a. ~ matees what wan tho 

manufacturers, . when suc s were issued. ch was to redeemable in coin which 

carriers, and other business men, to learn their views with respect to defects | was included in the authorized coinage of the country at the date referred 

in our ex financial methods the proper remedies therefor, and to | to, it being of the standard valueas it then exjsted. Since the law was passed 

asce material points they a ees te Sat See no change has taken place in the standard value of the coin. It is understood 

gre. The commission shali consider all tothemor brought | that there has been a certain change in the coinage of the country, and that 
their attention and which are relevant to ee ; with — -— silver dollars have now ceased to exist practically as coin. 


charged; they veallarguments, 

to faa aml senor ieaeamen 40 SaeEEneL ieaetearties 
bill or otherwise, with the view of es ey 

for the United States which will cure defects in existing methods provide 
for the country a safe and sound currency. 

ion wa ae ee the cities of New York, Chicago, Denver, San 


It has been further provided by the statute of February 12, 1873 ( Revised 
Statutes, sections 3585, 3586), that “the silver coins of the United States shali 
their nominal value for any amount not exceeding $5 in 


g 


ot this oe geanwene change in the coinage of the country and 
the passage of this act 


a i oe no aS A legal =e = ee ane to be 
‘ou sho Dn so far as the mode in which it is to be 
The f sated te Se ———_ vedeomea ts conce: . It was not intended that this should be varied ac- 
within y days after peqcovelet joint resolution; they meet | co to the changes which might be made in the coinage, because a defi- 
within twenty days after the day of their a time and nite rule was given by reference to the coin of a particular date. That which 
oy first named by the it, when and where the pay the bonds heretofore issued under this act will pay the bonds which 
shall by the fifth who shall be some person you may hereafter issue. 
s yom in ——— etary science. A plurality of Maret yo be suffi- Tt can not be authoritatively said that the words “payable in coin” or 


‘soon of the commis: | « in gold ” are equivalent to the words used by the statute. Even if 
sioner the five shall assemble and organize by the appointment of one of their | tiis leaves open for discussion the question whether bonds issued under this 
: : act are or are — aan a ~ pho - of o character and standard 

and sergean which existed . ‘ not a doubt which it is in your power t 
shall be $400 par the clerk, : rad ware h this statute 


a: ye ~s and ——_ remedy by the use of words in the bond other than those which this statute 
v vouchers certified S$ Saieers a}? 


es. 
While I comprehend the difficulty suggested in your letterand the conven- 
— its a. ~ ie lieie cam ience that there might be in removing any equtien upon this matter, Iam, 


therefore, of opinion that it would not be safe to issue the bonds, except as 
for tra of the commission shall be advanced from : R j 
time to ti the Beet tke T ole ten for redeemable in coin of the standard value of July 14, 1870 


a Very respectfully, your obedient servaut. 
ers certified — “arms and the president of the - ae . CHAS. DEVENS, Attorney-General. 
commission. shall be allowed for board of the commissioners or Hon. Jouw SHERMAN, 
Sarin netretee traveling in the discharge of their official duties, Secretary of the Treasury. 
an meee shall conclude its work and a within twelve months THE MATTHEWS RESOLUTIONS. 

aes ying en See Sane Sy Cosarem, See be an «ct entitled “An act to strengthen the public credit,” ap- 
vided for the oumn of $90,008 or 50 much thereof as inay be necessary is he peo st M 18, 1869, it was provided and declared that the faith of tha 
OE pr ciated cas of any moneys inthe not otherwise app! rey nited States was thereby solemnly pledged to the payment in coin or its 

joint resolution shall effect and be in force on the day next fol- aaerens of all the interest-hearing obiigations of the United States, except 


| 


Soe the law authorizing the issue of such obligations had previously 


Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President. the object wihteli i64e sought by = : ene might be paid in lawful money or other currency than 
this joint resolution to h is not only desirablett fe im- ‘Whereas all the bonds of the United States authorized to be issued by the 
peratively necessary in the terest. act entitled“An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” ap- 
public in as July 14, 1870, by the terms of said act were declared to be redeemable 
Cae PRESENT oe eae Sadie thie daha nA coin “A oa seen standard value, bearing interest payable semi- 
class of the nor to an political Nor are ’ Whereas ail bonds of the United States authorized to be issued under an 
tions and of ceenal hey. F act “An ic to provide for the ee of specie-payments,” ap- 
are to © ption oi ® 

origin. appeared soon 1875, are required to be of the descri f bonds of tb 
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United States described in the said act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, 
entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt; and 

Whereas at the date of the peoes of the said act of Congress last afore- 
said, to wit, the l4th day of July, 1870, the coin of the United States of stand- 
ard value of that date included silver dollars of the weight of 412} grains 
each, declared by the act gesroves January 18, 1837, entitled “An act sup- 
plementary to the act entitled ‘An act establishing a mint and regulating 
the coins of the United States,’ ’ to be a legal tender of payment, according 
to their nominal value, for any sums whatever: Therefore, 

Beit resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring therein), 
That all the bonds of the United States issued or authorized to be issued 
under the said acts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal 
nd interest, at the option of the Government of the United States, in silver 
uollars of the coi e of the United States, containing 412} grains each of 
standard silver; and that to restore to its coinage such silver coins as a legal 
tender in payment of said bonds, principal and interest, is not in violation of 
the public faith nor in derogation of the rights of the public creditor. 

An effort was made by Senator Edmunds, of Vermont, to have 
the resolution modified in favor of gold payments when demanded 
by the creditor, but the amendment was voted down—yeas 18, 
nays 48—and the resolution passed the Senate by a large majority. 
It was at once sent to the House, where in like manner similar 
amendments were defeated, and the original resolution passed 
by 189 yeas to 79 nays. 

An effort to restore the old coinage laws resulted in the passage 
of the Bland-Allison Act over the President’s veto February 28, 
1878, and the faint-hearted execution of that law prompted another 
movement for free coinage twelve years later, which ended in the 
approval of the Sherman law of July 14,1890. In May, 1891, steps 
were taken for the formation of a political party having as one of 
its cardinal doctrines the reformation of our currency system. 
In 1892 the Populist or People’s Party candidate for the Presidency 
received over a million votes. 

The Sherman law oceasioned so much trouble in peer 
circles that an extraordinary session of Congress was convene 
August 7, 1898, for the express purpose of repealing it, and that 
brought the money question to the front as the leading issue in 
the campaign of 1896. 

A commission composed of eminent statesmen and economists, 
with Hon. JoHN P. JonzEs, then and now a member of this bots 
at its head, was appointed in 1876 to investigate and report fully 
upon the subject of money. Several international conferences 
have been held since that time for the purpose of determining 
whether an agreement could not be reached among the nations to 
establish a common ratio of value between gold and silver in coin- 
age, and it isnow proposed to appoint a commission to bring about 
another conference to further consider the same subject. 

In addition to these evidences of dissatisfaction with our finan- 
cial methods, bills and resolutions in large number relating in 
some way to the currency have been before Con at every ses- 
sion in the last thirty years, and the tension of the public mind is 

eater now than ever. Each and all of the great parties in the 

ate campaign have given notice that they intend to continue the 
agitation of the money question until it is permanently settled 
and got out of the way. 

For these reasons alone, Mr. President, if no others were as- 
signed, this joint resolution is appropriate and ought to pass. 
Nothing which concerns our domestic affairs is more timely than 
some ineasure of this kind. If and its provisions carried 
into execution, the views of all classes and conditions of the people 
will be heard and their opinions will have equal prominence in a 
hearing before Congress. It would seem reasonable that there 
ought to be seme common ground on which we can all meet, and 
the pro commission would try to find it. 

But there are other reasons why the resolution ought to pass. 

INADEQUACY OF THE COIN SUPPLY. 

At no time in the history of the country has the supply of coin 
been sufficient for the convenient transaction of the people’s busi- 
ness. The colonies were compelled frequently to issue paper 
money. Virginia once legalized the use of tobacco as money. 
The first loan negotiated by the Continental Congress was, by stip- 
ulation, paid in tobacco. The only coin we had when the Gov- 
ernment of the United States was formed was foreign coin. Coins 
of Great Britain, France, perme go and Spain were then in circu- 
lation here. The Spanish milled dollar was made the measure of 
our unit of value in the first mint act. 


In 1791 Congress authorized the establishment of a United | tially the same result. I submit a statement 
States bank in order to secure more currency. The next yeara gate production and value and the av 
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| treasury plan, that they 
| coin reported to be in the country, the pa 
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tressed by lack of money, proposed what is known as the sub- 
night use warehouse receipts for tem- 

porary circulation. And now, in addition to the large stock of 

circulation 


per amounted 
to $708,757,186 on the ist day of December last, not including sil- 


_ ver certificates, which represent an equal amount of silver 


held in the Treasury for their redemption. 

And yet, with a reported total circulation of coin and paper 
——e to $1,646,444,746, it supplies but 8 per cent of the total 
money and substitutes for money used in our enormous bank busi- 


/ness. From several examinations made in recent years it 


that about 1 per cent of the money passed over bank coun in 

a given time is gold coin, about 1 per cent is silver coin. 6 per cent 

is Government paper and bank notes, and 92 per cent is made up 

of notes, checks, drafts, and other forms of private paper. 
INJUSTICE OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM. 

The present system operates aor It bears heavily on the 
people. It puts money before labor. It makes ~_e more val- 
uable than the ability toearn. It allows charges of 6 per cent to 
150 per cent a year for the use of borrowed , while labor 
saves only 3 per cent, and it measures allowable ts on business 
investments and speculative enterprises by the interest standard. 
It multiplies redemption money by ten and charges interest on the 
whole, just as it permits railway companies and other tions 
themselves for more they are worth and the 
people toll on the inflated capital. It makes investments in credit 
more valuable than investments in land or mines or 
It fixes the value standard of money by law, while all other 
erty finds its price level in open market. It affords the lender all 
advantages and the borrower none. It saves the creditor, though 
the debtor be destroyed. 

Mr. President, the value of money ought to be measured by the 
Mee = we oar — san proceeds oe mane — must 

paid and means of su ce procured. general price 
level is, so should the price of money be, and this whether to bor- 
row or to buy. But under the t régime the standard of 
money is as rigid as the yardstick or the gallon measure, while 
market prices for the productions of labor fluctuaté on a falling 
scale like the billowy waters of a settling lake. 

For example, take the single article of wheat. Its average 
in 1867 was $1.98; in 1878 it was $1.15; in 1879 it was $1.10; in 
1885 it was 77 cents; in 1890 it was 83 cents; in 1895 it was 50 
cents. Correspondingly, a dollar in 1867 was worth a little more 
than one-half of a bushel of wheat; in 1873 it was worth seven- 
eighths of a bushel; in 1879 it was worth nine-tenths of a bushel; 
in 1885 it was worth a bushel and nearly one-third; in 1890 it was 
worth a bushel and one-fifth; in 1895 it was worth 2 bushels, 

To put the same idea in another t, let it be said that at the 
a price of wheat in 1867 it have required 1,135,000,000 
bushels of that grain to pay the nation’s ae eee es as 
it then stood; at the average price in 1873 the debt at t time 
could have been paid with 1,487,000,000 bushels; in 1887 the num- 
ber of bushels required to pay the debt then would have been 
1,502,488,000 at the price that year; and in 1895 the debt then un- 
paid might have been extinguished with 1,432,000,000 bushels if 
sold at the average price of wheat that ; 

Here are the figures showing the and the average home 
price of wheat in the years named: 


1867. 
TROON DUB cn oc co ncnnun owhndgenneke sicdedicuneelebeaianiaaenee 067,387 
Price of wheat per bushel ............... pe $1. 985 


ee 


National debt : 
Price of wheat per bushel... ................. 


National debt...... ....... 
Price of wheat per bushel 


TRA GOs sitive 000s seen. inv cape ein 
Price of wheat per bushel. ..... ............. 

Lest it be answered that wheat has fallen faster than other 
grains and other farm products, and that therefore it is not fair 
to wre oe of that article alone as a basis Sena’, if 
we will all the cereals into account, we shall fin or 


erage ot all 
mint was authorized, that more coir might be obtained; and, by | the corn, wheat, oats, barley, rye, and olen in the United 
way of encouragement to miners and to induce them to bring to | States the years mentioned: 


the mint for coinage all the gold and silver they could procure, 
the law we for the free and unlimited coinage of both 
metals. e next year (1793) foreign coins were made legal 
tender, but the demand for currency was greater than the supply, 
and it became necessary to charter State banks and to authorize 
them to issue their notes to be usedas money. In 1816 the second 
United States bank was chartered, and it continued in business 
twenty years, In the meantime, local banks multiplied in all the 
States, issuing notes until they were a by the national 
tanks vrovided for by the acts of 1863-64. 

The demand for local banks of issue has been renewed since 
the great war . Farmers in the Southern States, being dis- 


* No report on barley and buckwheat for 1890. 
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Mr. HOAR. I = "= Gennes weeien See 
MEE c. tan alread ane tokies deveine tox tapeuael wise 
area or its increased production? 


to compare the +g ge of the same articles in the subse- 
quent years to 1892. e showing is this: 











Index 
Mr. PEFFER. Ihave not here the tables showing the increased ——_ 
et ae Senator desires it, I will have them incorporated principal 
other figures. - | comm - 
Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will pardon me—I do not wish to ties. 
interrupt him—I have tried as well as I could to get at the truth i mi 
in regard to the matter of the increased actual value of gold as | j¢75 +3 
compen 3 with the various products of human industry, includ- 1878 5 | 1886 | to 
ing A Cea oe, ey |. ER unennnenowaseoyencnwe cen. , ¢ 
Mr.PEFFER. 1 think that possibly the Senator will be satisfied | jsro.--27277227.22020020--- eo i 
upon that point as I proceed. 188)_.......----------------- 68 | HBP ....-- ------------------ . 73 
Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will allow me—I do not wish to dis- | Iiey-777777722-2227002700002 —. 63 
turb him at all—I have sometimes thought that that question was | igs3.--0 3 82 | 
insoluble by the human intelluct. In my judgment, it has got to 
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be one of most difficult questions ever presented to the hu- 
man bra. As the Senator is comparing what a bushel of wheat 
woes eee ears, [ should to know as well from 
so careful and an ees ee wae Kan- 
sas, as we all know, how many of wheat there were for 
sale in the world in those years, and therefore whether there 
has been, taking wheat alone, an increased production - 
a - the demand which accounts or y accounts tor the 
Cc 

Mr PEFFER. For the information of the Senator I will collect 
the figures that he asks for—I have them all at my committee 
Se will incorporate them in answer to the Senator's 
question. 


So are the figures asked for by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts. 


These forty-five articles were made up of provisions, clothing, 
groceries, fuel, etc., such as are in general use and regarded ag 
necessaries among the people in common. 

FALLING PRICES, RISING MONEY. 

As an inevitable concomitant of falling prices we have rising 
money. As prices of articles in general go down, the price of 
money in particular goes up. Thirty years agoa dollar bought 
only half a bushel of wheat; two years ago it bought 2 bushels— 
four times as much. By using the Sauerbeck table we can get 
more nearly accurate figures as to the general market. I submit 
a statement made from that table, showing how many units $100 
would have purchased in each of the years mentioned, beginning 
in 1874 with a quantity represented by 98.05: 


NS ccna SE iis up sn acdanbnnsnns.sonphinny 131. 58 

ee err omens ne iat. 82 

Table showing the aggregate production, area, and value of the cereale—corn, | tg77-"--~-~~-"7---*-"-"-"7-"-"-"-~ EE aot eaesa~nse aitonys a 
Sires Soncactiaion, Geunt Geo ean ee ee eee Pao... SAO) WOO... ----.-.--...----. 2s RS 


t the years be 1888 and 1893, for which years 
no estimate was made by Department of Agriculture. 










1882 - 119. 04 | 1892 147.06 
Calendar year. vor ae es ag 7 Se TS RE 1.95 | 
These figures show that if the number 98 is used to represent 
Bushels. Acres. Dollars. what $100 bought in 1874, it will require the number 147 to repre- 
S69, 720, £00 65, G8, 444 | 1,284, 087.300 | sent what the same money bought in 1892. In other words 
450, 789, 000 66,715,926 | 1, 110, 500, 583 7 Bee ere 
491, 612, 100 69, 457,762 | 1,101, 884. 188 | Money, measured by the necessaries of life, was worth 50 per cent 
629, 027, 600 69, 254, 016 997,423,018 | more in 1892 than it was in 1874. I will add, it is worth 10 per 
Sr ar aoe oe Sra coraee cent more now than it was in 1892. 
538, 892) 801 74, 112, 137 $19 217 208 BURDEN OF DEBTS, TAXES, INTEREST, AND RENT INCREASED. 
G6, 100, 29 $0,051,289 | 1,015, 580,570 | ‘The rise in the purchasing power of money and the fall in the 
O82, 235, 300 86,863,178 | 1,080,277, 099 ey as 
‘968, 422° 100 98, 920, 619 035, 008) 844 oo level of prices have the effect of increasing the burden of 
2, 178, 934, 646 93, 150,286 | 1,085,571,078 | debts, taxes, interest, and rent; and the reason of this oppression 
2, S02, 264, 060 100, 966, 280 913,975,920 | ig that more of the products of labor to meet any given money 
2, 437, 482, 300 102,260,950 | 1,245, 127, 719 ; : 
2° 718, 193, 501 12), #20, 288 1,361, 497,704 | demand is —— now than ae A farmer has noth- 
2, 068, 029, 570 i 1,470, 957,200 | ing to pay his debts with but the crops he raises, and it took 2 
eS i en i 1 fee or bushels of his 1895 wheat to get a dollar, while in 1867 it required 
2 ous 880.000 |  136,298'766 | 1' 184,811,520 | Only half a bushel—just one-fourth as much. Hence, if he had to 
8, 015, 439, 000 135, 876, 080 1 las 14s 150 pay a $100 debt with wheat, it would have taken four times as 
Fe er one ara Verse many bushels in 1895 as it did twenty-eight years before. 
8. 200; 742" 000 146,281,000 | 1/320,255.398 | The aggregate mortg debt on the farms of the country in 
2, 761,089,968 | 140,013,301 | 1,041,789,158 | 1890 was more than two thousand million dollars. I have not the 
oie wear er ies Tur siewe exact figures at hand. But whatever the amount was it would 
. ce — required a — and a half times as much wheat to pay 
Oregen t that year as wo ve been necessary to pay the same amount 
m ea twenty-three years before. 
WORLD'S PRODUCTION OF WHEAT. And so it is with all debts; they grow more burdensome as 


The world’s oclllii ih tah itandiak ly repo 1 by long as prices of things with which they must be paid are going 
our Agricultural Department prior to 1891. Here is a 

ing the most.reliable estimates for the years 1884 to 1890, and for 
the years since we have the official report: 


down. A dollar is a fixed amount, but relatively to other things 
ble giv- | it grows dearer as they get cheaper. 
axes, interest, and rent are affected the same way. They are 

fixed charges; they mean so many dollars, and they remain the 
same, while cotton and pork and shoes and productions in gen- 
eral are steadily falling. A hundred dollars regularly due every 
year is equivalent to adding three or four dollars at each pay- 
ment. 

Rising money undermines the home; it multiplies renters; it 
impoverishes the people. 

t will not answer to say that because prices in general have fallen, 
therefore the buyer and the seller are even, no matter how low the 
Jevel is. If men had nothing to do but to buy and sell, the case 
would be altogetherdifferent. But it is a crime to kill people with- 
out just provocation. It is ~egarded as a heinous offense to kill 
one’sself. Weare all expect. to live and toearn a living, to trade 
and accumulate property. It is often found to be necessary to 
. | incur debts, and they must be paid with interest. We need dwell- 

8 this . | ing places, and if we do not own homes of our own, we must rent, 
He took the average a of a different commodi- | and that costs money. We are taxed to support the Government, 
ties in general use, and let number 102 represent the av and taxes now mean money. Sickness or other misfortune be- 
price for the year 1874, using that as an index number with falls us, and physicians’ charges, lawyers’ fees—all such necessary 
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expenses are on the same level that they were years ago; but money 
has not fallen. 


without trouble. But each of them is constantly in need of some- 
thing the other does not have—as professional services, insurance, 
a dwelling,and money. The ratio of local taxation on the $100 of 
property is not increasing; it is about stationary, the country’s 
average being $1.83 in 1880, and $1.85 in 1890; but a dollar in taxes 
grows larger in a time of falling prices the same as a dollar in any 
other form of obligation. 


We pray for our daily bread, but the demands of society grow | lan 


more exacting with the spread of Christian civilization. We need 
more than bread, and we can procure it only out of the proceeds 
of our surplus productions. Hence it is that we are much more 
interested in the price of what we sell than in that of what we buy. 
Our surplus must pay for all we need of other people’s productions, 
and in addition to that we must have means to pay insurance, 
rent, taxes, interest, and principal debts. Low prices of things 
we have to buy avail us nothing when we come to debts that we 
have to pay out of the low prices received for what we sell. 


WAGES GREATLY REDUCED. 


Nor will it do to say that wages of labor are as high as they ever 
were. If it were true, it would not help matters; but it isnot true, 
except as to those persons who are fortunate enough to haveregular 
and permanent employment. A recent report of the Commis- 
sioner of Labor shows that over 3,000,000 persons of work age 
were ont of employment part of the time during the last year, and 
that abou’ one and a quarter million were out of employment all 
the time. [If all the money that has been paid for labor during the 
inst five years had been divided among all the people who were able 
and willing to work, including the unemployed, the general level 
of wages would have been greatly lowered. a hundred dollars be 
divided among a hundred men each will have $1; but if one- 
quarter of the men are idle and three-quarters get the money, 
it means $1.33} a day to those that work. Taking out 10 per cent 
of the workers, it leaves $1.11 to each of them that work. If the 
average daily wage now is $1.25 for 90 per cent of the working 
peopie of the country, it would be $1.12} if all the workers were 
employed and the aggregate amount of the wages were paid to all 
instead of to only 90 per cent. This would reduce wages 8 per 
cent. . 

And under the present conditions long continued labor will 
euffer most of all, for labor is nature’s handmaid in the produc- 
tion of wealth, and ever and always the wage earner is the least 
able to bear society’s burdens. The poor people are always found 
among those whose daily subsistence comes out of their daily toil. 
Deprive them of work, and their means of living is gone. Fair 
wages for one is not enough for two. 


INFLUENCE OF THE MONEY POWER. 


The influence which wealth exerts in the affairsof men is greater 
by far than any other force in Christendom. It directs the course 
of governments and dictates the policies of mations. It declares 
war and commands peace. It controls legislation and inspires 
judicial decisions. It isnow permitted to exercise su e power 
over the Treasury of the United States. it compels President 
to sell the country's credit; it contracts to tect the Treasury 
six months against withdrawals of gold, and threatens to destroy 
the public credit unless circulating notes of the Government are 
retired and the peerage = ut in charge = da the ae 

It suggests party platforms; it supplies money for campai 
funds, and reward in herhiaiiee favors. ‘‘ It moves the 
money that controls the affairs of the world.” It covers the earth 
with debt and holds the people slaves. 

While I speak, sir, the people of the United States are paying 
semiannual interest on an aggregate debt equal to the a 
value of all their taxable property, and our national taxes are in- 
creasing every decade, while the ability of the masses to pay is 
steadily ae - wis 

Recently I read a statement prepared @ newspaper wri 
in Lendon giving the amounts which each of fifty-six different 
nations—naming them—owed to bankers and brokers in that 
city. I do not remember the figures, but the a: gate ‘was 
enormous, These debts, like all others, must be paid out of the 
earnings of the people, and failure to pay, as we all know, is cause 
for war. 

An investigation made during the first Administration of Presi- 
dent Cleveland brought out the ing fact that, — the 
civilized worl4 as a whole, one-half of the occupied lands of the 
people were ne in p> ap It is not oes aera 7 
that 90 per cent of © corporations are in debt., Indeed, the - 
ing object of modern industrial capitalization appears to be the 
building of interest fountains. annual interest charge on 
American railway bonds is not les: than $350,000,000, and other cor- 
porations are bonded in like manner. The farm and home mort- 

debt of the country in 1890 was a little over $6,000,000,000, 
this, at only 6 per cent, produces $360,000,000 annually. 
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For the of argument it be said, in a 
If the farmer and the mechanic needed nothing | that Par ge ttm is in debt. There are excoptions, but 
more than they could procure from each other, they could get along | will not be claimed that more than 20 per of 


wa 
le omare, 


Pleo 
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free from debt. en ete kien 
and they are all in debt under bonds. The 
tion of renters in cities of 8,000 inhabitants and 
cent of the entire population; and in the 
tion and more—the average is 77 in the 
ork City, renting families constitute 94 per 
a « families residing there. Every renter 


The ite indebtedness of the people is great 


prehension, and that it is increasing must be apparent 
reading person. And when the individual debts are 
corporate, municipal, and national the 
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, in 1895. 
Sastelineekaente 
charge on this enormous burden is estimated 
$1,117,800,900. 

submit the article without , and ask 
printed with my remarks as an It is a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Pasco in 
article will be printed as an appendix, in the absence of 

HOW THE MONEY POWER ACQUIRED ITS STRENGTH. 

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, they that own a country’s debts 
are the rulers of its people. The money power has acquired its 
wey Oe ee of their 
Let demand be e to-morrow on the nation, the States, the 

the railroads and other tions, the manufacturers, 


tf 


i 


if 
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premiums on the : 

In addition to the rise in value of bonds by 
has beat grastty selene Saami 

n greatly 
Department in discrediting our silver coin. Every bond 
is redeemable in coin of value of J 
is so written in the bond. I present a copy of one 
thousand-dollar bonds issued in 1877. 
COPY OF OBLIGATION. 
Four per cent loan of 1907, consols. 


(FACE OF BOND.) 


1877 7 17. M 
FOUR PER CENT CONSOLS OF THE UNITED STATES. - 








on the first day of . April, 
Ena uy tn each your” “The principal and interest are exempt from the Pay. 
any form by of under State, municipal, cr local authority Transferable on 
Date of 2 err 
=. 
Act of July 14th, 1870. 7 


Also one issued under date of February 1, 1895. 
COPY OF OBLIGATION. 
Four per cent loan of 1925. 
Act of January 14, 1875. “Vashington, D. C., February 1, 1895. 
1925. , FOUR PER CENTS OF 1905. 
1000 THe UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


indebted to —— or in the sum of One Thousand Dollars. 
is issued under " of an act of 2 ee eee 
seventy-fi being one of the 
AD act te ourhariae the ae 
July hundred and seventy, as 
January t “Tata tenieal and eaves - 
the pleasure of the United States after the first 
coin of the standard value 


act 


£ 
E 
E 
d 
; 


mene ania, 
Register of the Treasury. 
It will be seen that in both cases the bonds are y 
“redeemable in coin of the standard value of the United States 
on the 14th day of July, 1870”"—the date of the val of the 
refunding act. Our coin at that time consisted Saaies ts 


Yet the Treasury foot 

, appro et 

ment ists in only for interest on the bonded debt 
pore rcton anes 


the power of the money interest and i 
ens of ee, aetna The thirst for 
seems to be as t, sir, in the years of the nineteenth 
century, as was demand for silver among the Greeks 
and Komans, when slaves alone wro in the mines; for now, 
as then, the profits of toil are absorbed by the wealthy few. 

ABOUT THE REMEDIES PROPOSED. 


This much, Mr. President, the condition of the 
about 


forms as I have marked them. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, the Secre- 
indicated. 


{From the platform by the national Republican convention at St- 
caused the 
for the of in 

: ‘or Loe pen specie payments 


calculated 
im credit cf We 
treo Colma of slver, ex by international agrecment withthe lending 
until such agreement can be ahisined, tac exlttiog pull euadend anne ° 


June 18, 1896.) 
The is L 
ae unreservedly for sound money. It 
; since then has been as 
opposed to every measure 


All our silver and quant ho sentitatnns ot ie ott, 
and we favor waubpures Secigned maintain inviolably 
ihe teed die tied ak omaaimae, ohaakeeatiecan at the present 


standard, the standard of the most enlightened bations of the earth. 


ort ent tae try ond unlimited colmage of both sliver and gold at the 
legal we a for all debta, public and private, and we favor 
of meney Tauiecicus ” ae 
We to and practice of to the 
of the Oe the aiken the option 

° . ” co * 
Congress hea the power to coln and issue money, and President 

that 
© 
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as money by national banks as in derogation of the Constitution, and we 
demand that all paper which is made a legal tender for public and private 
debts, or which is reccivable for duties to the United States, shall be issued 
by the Government of the United States, and shall be redeemable in coin. 


{From the National Democratic pittore oo at Indianapolis, Septem- 
To, 

The e mee of mankind has shown that by reason of their natural qual- 
ities is the necessary money of the large affairs of commerce and busi- 
ness, while silver isconveniently adapted to minor transactions, and the most 
beneficial use of both together can insureG only by the adoption of the 


former 4s a standard of monetary measure and the maintenance of silver at 
a parity with gold by its limited coinage under suitable safeguards of law. 
* * ” * « 7 


Realizing these truths, demonstrated by long public inconvenience and loss, 
the Democratic y, in the interestsof the masses and of equal justice toall, 
practically by the legislation of 1834 and 1853 the gold standard of 

measurements, and likewise entirely divorced the Government 

banking and currency issues. To this long-established Democratic 

policy we adhere, and insist upon the maintenance of the gold standard and 

of the parity therewith of every dollar issued by the Government and are 

firmly a to the free and unlimited coinage of silver and to the compul- 
sory parchass of silver bullion. 

we denounce, also, the further maintenance of the present costly patch- 

wi system of national paper currency as a constant source of injury and 


We assert the necessity of such intelligent currency refcrm as wil! confine 


the Government to its timate functions, completely separated from the 
business, 


and afford to all sections of our country a uniform, safe, 
currency up Government sapervisicn, measured in vol- 
ume by the needs of business. 


(From the People’s Party platform adopted at St. Louis July 24, 1896.) 

1. Wedemand a national money, safe and sound, issued by the General Gov- 
ernment only, without the intervention of banks of issue, to be a full legal 
tender for all debts, public and private; a just, equitable, and efficient means 
of distribution direct to the people and through the lawful disbursements of 
the Government. 

2. We demand the free and unrestricted coi of silver and gold at the 
legal ratio of 16 tol, without waiting for the consent of foreign 


nations. 

3. We demand the volume of circulating medium be speedily increased to 
an amount sufficient to meet the demands of the business and population of 
this country, and to restore the just level of prices of labor and production. 

a2 * os = e as . 

5. We demand such legislation as will prevent the demonetization of the 
lawful money of the United States by private contract. 
‘e demand that the 


6. Wi Government in payment of its obligations shall use 
its o) as to the kind of lawful money in which they are to be paid. and 
we the t and i Administrations for surrendering 
this option to the ers of Government obligations. 


Mr. PEFFER. It will be observed that there are three general 
a on which all of the parties are agreed, and they are 
First. That gold coin ought to be used in our currency. 
Second. That silver coin ought to be used in our currency. 
Third. That paper money ought to be used in our currency. 
But, while there is agreement on these as general propositions, 
there is difference of opinion with respect to details. All favor 
unlimited coinage of gold, but only one demands that gold shall 
be and remain the sole permanent standard of money. Two of 
them demand unlimi coinage of silver at the present legal 
ratio, two favor a limited coinage of that metal, and one of these 
two wants the ratio determined by international agreement. 
The Republican party is satisfied with the present system of 
currency; at all events, no dissatisfaction with it is ex- 
in the party platform. All the party seéms to demand on 
head is that every dollar shall be as good as gold. 
The National Democratic party denounces what it denominates— 
The present costly patchwork system of national paper currency— 
And demands a— 
uniform, safe, and elastic bank currency under Government supervision, 
measured in volume by the needs of business. 
The Democratic party and the People’s or Populist party demand 
&@ paper currency issued only by the Government, but they differ 
in two important particulars. The Democratic party opposes 
national-bank notes, but it does not demand that they shall be 
— by Government paper. What it says on that point is 


And we demand that all paper which is made a legal tender for public and 
privete debts, or which is receivable for duties to the United States, shall be 
by the Government of the United States. 


The Populists demand— 


A national money, issued by the General Government only, without the 
intervention of 
The other point of difference is that the Democratic party 
insists that per money which is made legal tender shall be 
redeemable in coin, while the People’s Party does not. 
The aimed ‘at by the pending joint resolution is, if it be 
, the bringing about of a substantial agreement upon 
matters in a And this ought not to be impossible. 
There is no material difference between the Republican conten- 
tion and that of the National Democrats. It is altogether reason- 
able to expect that when the Republicans have brought about an 
international agreement it will be promptly ratified by the 
National Democrats, if, indeed, they are not absorbed by the 
Republicans before the agreement is published. 
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Gall coin, has value in itself as a comm 
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And further, if the late advance made by the Democrats in their 
platform was made only for the purposes of a temporary alliance 
with other parties, and not to moveitself permanently on a higher 
plane of politics, there would be little to displace in order to obtain 
their acquiescence in the Republican theory. A bill (S. 2642, 
third session Fifty-third Congress) introduced by the senior 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. JonEs] asa Democratic measure was 
entitled ‘‘ A bill providing for the issue of bonds, the coinage of 
silver, and for other pu ,’and after providing for the issue 
of bonds for theredemption of greenbacks, and the strengthening 
and continuation of national banks, it provided in the ninth 
section as follows: 

That from and after the passage of thisact theSecretary of the Treasury is 
hereby authorized and directed to receive at any United States mint, from 
any citizen of the United States, silver bullion of standard fineness, and coin 
the same into silver dollars of 412} grains each. e seigniorage on the said 


bullion shall be the difference between the coinage value thereof and the 
price of the bullion in London on the day the deposit is made. 


Unless the Democrats have moved beyond the doctrine of that 


bill with the firm determination toe never return, it would not } 


require a long exercise of the diplomatic art to bring together 
three of the parties on the silver question; and even the People’s 
Party might be brought to yield something on silver if other 
parties would yield something on the subject of legal-tender Gov- 
ernment paper money. But that would undermine the metallic 
currency theory and terminate the rule of the money changers. 
And there, sir, is where the trouble lies. The Populist wants 
money that needs no redemption. Even the new Democrat wants 
legal-tender money redeemed in coin. In that respect, at least, he 
is in accord theoretically with the present Secre of the Treas- 
ury, who has given notice that silver dollars will be redeemed 
with gold coin whenever that course is necessary to preserve the 
parity between the two metals. 

Mr. President, the discussion, when narrowed down to the real 
issue, will turn on this theory of redemption, and I will now 
address myself to that point. 

1 believe our monetary system is fundamentally wrong—false in 
theory and ruinous in practice. The device we use to represent 
values is not only made out of a valuable commodity, but it hasa 
fictitious and arbitrary value given to it by law, and then it is 
allowed free and unlimited mintage, so that all the gold outside 
of the mines may be brought to the level of the mint price by get- 
ting it coined, and that can be done without expense to the owner. 
By our laws we declare that the eagle, containing 258 grains of 
standard gold, is and shall be of the value of $10; and by the same 
laws we provide— 

‘ ° bullion e t the i 
ESSA SACS ees ees eitie Sire Ss 
And that— 


hereafter no charge shall be made for that service. 


And this falsely and arbitrarily valued metal is not only made 
full legal tender for all debts and to any amount, but it is pro- 
tected by the laws of the-land against the competition of any other 
kind of currency in all cases where a contract stipulates that an 
pers gy to ary, money can be discharged only Py the delivery of 
gold coin. is puts borrowers at the mercy of lenders and sets 
up a golden king. In plain words, the laws of the Republic select 
a single article, give it a fixed and unchangeable value, and require 
that all debts, dues, and demands shall be paid in that articly at 
itslegal value. If we are permitted to use any substitutes for gold, 
they must be redeemable in gold. And when danger approaches, 
or when bankers and speculators take on fright, what little gold 
ee is isimmediately put out of sight, and panic with its disasters 
follows. 

The true theory of money is that it discharges a function—a pub- 
lic function—a function im upon it by law, just as ministerial 
functions are imposed by law on executive officers. A piece of 
plain silver or gold bullion can no more perform money functions 
than a plain citizen can perform official functions. The value of 
money is imparted by law. The price of gold or silver or other 
metal on which certain devices are imprinted to make it what we 
ity; butits value as money 
is What the laws prescribe—that and only that. 

This proposition is easily and plainly demonstrated by means 
of two coins of the same metal and denomination, one of which 
has had the money function withdrawn from it by melting. 

For the purpose of demonstrating the Se I procured a 
few days ago two silver dollar coins and had one of them melted 
in order to take the money function away fromit. This is the 
American doliar er .]_ Its legal functions attach to it by 
the law. Thisis the other dollar melted [exhibiting]. It is nota 
dollar now, though it is as fine and as heavy as it was before melt- 
ing. It issimply a bar of silver bullion. The coin having the 
commission of a mighty le upon it is worth a dollar in all the 
markets of the country, while the bar is worth nothing as money. 
I —— into any merchant's room and lay down this coin and 
ask for the worth of it in anything that he has tosell and he imme- 


diately would give me a dollar’s worth. I the bar of bullion 
down and ask him to give me the worth of in any a 
has to sell and he atm and tells me, “Why, 
oa ae come oak Oe 

. President, simple ques sane man why 
one of these places is anoney andi Gay elleaedaaianen anna 
matter in his own mind in favor of the which I have 
just asserted. All there is in coin aS value is 
what the law itself has im to it, the la power 


ee i —— nn: ce 
ctions of money are persons 
or service: to effect exchanges of the values of hes sackets, 
to discharge their pecuniary o tions in cases of nonperform- 
ance of contract; to pay their and taxes, and to 
demands of society upon them Poe ee 
deemed necessary or important and provided 

unwritten laws of communities. 

Money is representative in its character; it is yg with 
duties of supreme moment; it is the most of all ma 
agencies in the development of commerce and in social and reli- 
gious p . It has no value t what is imparted to it by 
oe Sones on oe of = nation, — a value consists chiefi 
in the fa at the coin is charged these yegenstel: 
ative qualities. It is an order for its face 


- 


on 
who has anything to sell; it is a tender of Bie ts emeans 
printed on its face,and itis a receipt for amount. If the 


thing we call money were not thus endowed with 
es power, it would be utterly worthless what it 
would sell for as bullion or paper on the market. 

carry in his vest pocket money enough to his family 
occa bo. enacnontes < lote hat ts nok meanegy 8 sane 
pe to exchange for it p tis not money it m re- 
quire a team of six horses to haul the stuff Louch. sak then it 
would have to be sold toa merchant or trader who deals in that 
— property in order to procure money to pay for the things 

esired. 


When metal is coined and declared by law to be a lawful tender 
in payment of debt to the amount stamped on its face, it is thus 
set apart—sanctified, if you please—for certain uses. This coining 

is a certificate of authority, just as an officer's com- 


and printi 
ifies to his official character; and he who repudiates 
the other 


mission 
the one does no better than he who defies j 

Money is a tool of trade, a necessary instrument of commerce— 
in ble in the economy of modern civi ; and now 
that we find our present financial methods to be faulty as well as 
inadequate we ought to devise a better and more satisfactory 


system. 

We are quite competent to do this, if we will only lay aside our 
prejudices and honestly work together to find a solid foundation 
that we may build upon it a suitable and comely superstructure, 
durable as it shall be symmetrical. : 

We are an inventive people, and invention applies as well to 
statecraft as to mechanic arts. Principles i 
as in the realm of matter. Good government follows a wise appli- 
cation of sound theories in legislation and of wisdom and pru- 
dence in execution of the laws. 


We have learned that commerce is the greatest factor in civiliza- 
tion, and that money is as necessary in commercial affairs as blood 


is in the lives of men. And we have too, that an insuffi- 
of money, or a plethora, or a , or an irregular 
i tion, or money of inferior quality, is as troublesome in the 


business affairs of e people as are conditions of blood in 
the human body. 


y. 

I believe, sir, that we are not only ae to solve this seem- 
ingly difficult problem of money, but we have dis- 
ooreced Sime tel tates ee 
much in part o' o e 
Currency in which that officer calls attention to the large use of 
private credit in the transaction of daily business. 


The check— ; 
He says— 
t.the note, is the bol of re 
eter Ss vine of tedeateiel Med cospeeenehal . 


That officer regards this feature of modern finance as of great 
importance. He says: : : 7 
Piaeet fake Tat eae aan CE: 

ce 
machinery of exchange. - 

And there, sir, lies the secret. Credit is the life of modern 
trade; and whose credit is equal to that of the Government? Our 
nation’s credit was sufficient to carry on to a successful conclusion 


¥ 


oe 
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only should be 


per cent annum on short-time 
ao heake ~ 
the , and deposits, w of savings or of business funds, 


should be made —- loss. To for flexibility in 
a teopal-ten interest- note night be issued 
These could be 


the currency, 

to savings depositors either as currency or 

as bonds, as the 7.30 notes were used thirty years ago and more. 
pe age 3 in a modified form, is presented somewhat 

in in the i introduced this morning, a copy of which I 

ask leave to insert with my remarks as an appendix, and without 


ng. 
While the change proposed would be radical, it need not be so 
sudden as to derange business or occasion general loss. The way 
from the treadmill to the electric motor is marked by individual 
misfortunes; but such is the experienceof men. The way of prog- 
= is nature’s ae Change comes — — The 
old passes a) as the new appears. so, in changing our 
financial ole by improving them, the men whose business it 
is to deal in money will have to be satisfied with less profits and 
less power and 


many times ted in the common 
ple theongtt a revived commerce and enlivened trade. ; 
We must have a change:in our financial methods. All parties 
and all men of intelligence concede this. And coin is utterly inad- 
equate, even if it were not objectionable on other grounds. We 
have eee the metallic just as the weaver has dis- 
pensed with the hand loom. Metal money is unjust, unfair, and 
peer oppressive in its operations. It is based on false theories. 
practice, it drains away the oom of toil and converts them 
into treasuresof the rich. It from one and gives to another. 
As I have said elsewhere— 


A monetary system which thus breeds wealth on one side and poverty on 
the other, that increases the value of the unit of measurement and corre- 


i tnanl tages the aoe bean bod of the at 
us e 
oivine tan few, be vicioie’” Yh nevi ond only evil and thas contizenily. 

If gold and silver had nothing but their weight stamped upon 
lic iis waged uo ated ta trad ne core bn oot toe eel Dat 
when they have a fixed value attached to them by law and are 
made money in which all other money is to be redeemed, and to 
measure all other values which fluctuate as the market rises or 

then they become « means of evil. 

To procure a livelihood is the ob of toil—all toil—and for 
that reason values ought to be 
that ewe 


F 


in Money should need no redem 
It ought to be made to circulate and not to lie idle in ti 
be good money—money that the 


in t of taxes and all other dues 
doo 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and the Senator from Kansas will proceed. 
’ Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, the only redemption money 
needs is circulation. Money so redeemed is fair to rich and poor 
alike, and if borrowers cculd get the use of it at rates they 
can afford to pay, business would never lag, for men could not 
then afford tolet their money lie idle. Farming and :nanufactur- 
—. be as profitable as the lending of money. 
€ are now using private credit in more than 90 per cent of 
our business transactions; and it is matter of necessity. It has 
come about just as the use of commercial paper came about in the 
early history of banking. But private credit is sometimes preca- 
rious, and especially is this true when we are doing business on a 
ic basis, when all debts and dues must be paid in gold or in 
currency redeemable in gold. Weare now using the public credit 
to some extent, but we need to nationalize it and coin it into 
money. Then it will not only afford ample capital and an abun- 
dant currency, but it will ease the force of panics and breed loy- 
alty among the people. 


APPENDIX A. 

{From the Pall Mall Gazette.) 

WORLD'S DESTS INCREASING. 
Whether it be a or a bad thing for the nations, there is no room to 
doubt that the debts of the world are growing steadily. In 1875 it was com- 
uted that they stood at £4,750,000,000, as compared with a round £4,200,000,000 
© yearsearlier. On the basis of figures, many of which have been obtained 
by us at first hand, and are likely on that account to be more accurate than 
some of thé wild guesses to which certain irresponsible statisticians have 
treated we ourselves estimate that the indebtedness of the world to-day 
stands at £5,800,000,000. As probably everyone knows, France has the duubt- 
ful distinction of pein the err which has the largest debt. The latest 
ures put the total at something like £1,200,000,000, which is nearly double 
debt—£660,000,000—of Great Britain, which ranks as second on the list. 
Russia follows with a total of £575,000,000, and insignificant Italy comes fourth 
ith 000—that is, if we count as separate items the joint debt of 
and the individual debts of the two portions of the nation. 
The joint debt s in 1895 at £275,990,000; while the debt of Austria alone 
alone £207,729,000, or £606,997,600 in all. 
tates debt amounts to £339,000,000, and that of Spain—exclusive 
of the more recent loans in prosecution of the war in Cuba—at £279,000,000. 
In the following statement we give a comparison for 1875 and 1895 of the 
indebtedness of the nations which now owe, or did then owe, £100,000,000 or 








over: 
Cou 1875. 1805. 
ntry (Estimated.) | (Estimated.) 

I eae a ri abies cent | 2£900,006,000 | £1,290,000,000 
IY Sten bs 6 odccwcnbe<atbe cuscccs 780, 000, 000 | 66i), 000, 000 
a a ink ink aon penns 840, 000, 000 575. 00, 000 
SE Te ub keeonadane 890, 000, 000 505. 000, 000 
Uni I SN eo So 440, 000, 000 339, 000, 000 
GU tacadcbhoanesees sect 375, 000, 000 279, 000, 900 
i i in oe a wl teanes aawaces 850, 090, 000 606, 000, 000 
Ge RE aa 200, 000, 000 84, 000, 000 
TER el dens utbuc aductesaqnnedvckews 46, 000, 000 240, 000, 000 
ee a dco aceon 135,000, 000 | 180,000, 000 
EL 2h nt nths unins dnd gaswonnessec oo ckisy 69, G00, 000 153, 006, 000 
I oe a Le ewes abate 130, 000, 000 127,000, 000 
RST RRR SPE SN aa ae 94, 000, 000 ) 118, 000, 000 
Sa SESE ae ane 75, 000, 000 | 106, 000,000 
aa riee tink i 4seeecencees danke 4,324, 000, 000 | 5, 172, 000, 000 














In spite of the substantial reduction of the English, American, Spanish, and 


German de there is a net increase for the fourteen nations in the twenty 


years of £848,000,000. It may be added that in 188 these same twelve nations 
owed £4,140,000,000, made up thus: France, £998,000.000; Great Britain, £740,- 
000,000; ussia, £381,000,000; United States, £379,000,000; 


; are 000,000; 

Spain, £270 000; India, £127,000,000; Turkey, £127,000,000; Australasia, £98,- 
000, and Portugal, £83,000,000.. In the years 1875-1885 there was on this 
showing a net reduction of about £15,000,000 on the indebtedness of the nations 
enumerated; but the whole world’s obligations in 1885 represented an increase 
on 1875, our calculations giving a total for the former of nearly £4,900,000,000. 
Am the minor debtors, Belgium has increased its obligations from £71,000,- 
000 in-1875 to £91,000,000 in 1895, and in the same time the debt of the Nether- 
ay: Ree £80,000,000 to £92,500,000, and that of Canada from 
£30,000,000 to £51,00,000. The Greek debt stands at £32,984,000. and that of 
Mexico at £32,720,000 (as against £63,500,000 in 1875); while among the new 
borrowers must be reckoned Japan, which now owes £47,300,000, and the 
Argentine Republic, which owes about £74,000.000. For the small borrow- 
ers— mmark, Norway, Sweden, Chile, Peru, Servia, etc.—we have 
,000,000, which is probably only two-thirds of the actual obliga- 

tions of these nations. 


The sum paid annually as interest on_ the world’s debts approximates to 
£230,000,000. Twenty years ago the total was about £200,000,000, and the in- 
crease of ——— , with a capital addition of mere than £1,000,000,000, 
is explained by the fact that money now is cheaper, provided credits are 
good, than it was in 1875, when, on some of its loans, England was paying 3} 
— cent; India,4 per cent: Holland, 44 per cent; Canada, 4} percent: France, 

ussia, and . 5 per cent; Italy and Portugal, 6 per cent; Hungary, 7; 
per cent; ee, Pe cent; Turkey and Peru, 10 per cent; Spain, 15 per 
cent, and e a. cent. France, of course, pays out the largest sum 
of money ae n the way of interest, the total running to about £37,- 

000, or 19s. r head of the population. 


Great Britain's disbursement 


fe 


or igs. 9d. per head. Russia pays outa little more, £24,726,000, 
or 4s. lid. head. Austria-Hungary, on the joint and special debts, pays 
out £37, a year, and the average ita expenditure on the joint 


r cap 
debt is 4s. 10d.; on the special Austrian debt, 10s. 10d., and on the special! Hun- 
garian debt, lis. The annual one in Italy amounts to £23.450,000, which 
works out at the rate of lis. 1d. per head. Spain pays eearty £11,300,000 inter- 
est annually, or 13s. 1d. per head. Though the capital itself is a large item, 
per annum in the United States is no more than Is. 9d. per head. 
In raguay. on the other hand, it runs toas much as £1 2s. 6d. per head. Bur 
dett says that in Peru this per capita charge runs to £1 3s., but there must 
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: 
be something wrong with Burdett's figures. in Portugal the amount is 15s. | a legal tender in ent of all de and private, within 
ws per pes, and in Egypt lis. 10d. per head. In Germany it is no more Sinton, dee ouie te Uae arigtaat ated bebe ae Stock increased 
than is. 4d. in 


manner srerteed in the by-laws with 

Can anyone say offhand what is the aggregate debt of all the English pos- this act, to any extent a a with the 5 Cc 
seasions in all parts of the globe? We will give the total—it is £1,007,166,000. | troller of the Currency. And additional to the amount of 

After the mother country, India has the heaviest debt, the total being, as ; shall be issued livered, the same as in the beginning 
as we have seen, £127,600,000. Then comes New South Wales with £58.225,000, | bank's operations. ; 

Canada with £51,288,000 (met), Victoria with £47,937200, New Zealand with 

£39,135,000, Queensland with £30,639,500, Cape Colony with 2£27,675,178, and 

Bouth Australia with £23,100,000, St. Helena brings up the rear with a modest 

£5,408. 


APPENDIX B. 


BILL (S& M78) TO IMPROVE THE BANKING SYSTEM, TO SECURE DEPOSITORS 
AGAINST 1.088, TO PROVIDE SAPE DEPOSITORIES FOR THE PEOPLE'S SAV- 
IXG8, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 


{introduced by Mr. Perrer January 5, 1897.] 


Be it enacted, etc.. That any five or more persons, citizens of the United 
Stctes, may associate therselves in manner and form as provided in sections 
5 and 6 of the national bank act, approved Janu 8, 1864, for the purpose 
of engaging in and carryiag on the business of ba’ g under the provisions 
of this act; and every such association, when so formed, shall be a bod . 
porate, as provided in section § of said national bank act, with - 
ties, and responsibilities as provided in section § of said act and following 
aections providing for the organization and management of national banking 
aesociations, except as herein otherwise provided. 

Sec. 2. That tne capital stoek of such associations shall not be less than 
$25.000 nor more than $3,000,00u; it shall be divided into shares of $100 each, 
and no stockholder shall own more than 10 per cent of the shares. e capi- 
tal shall consist of standard coin or bullion of silver and gold, as hereinafter 

rovided, or of unincumbered real estate situated in the county where the 

nk is to be located, or of United States bonds; or of such coin or bullion 
and such real estate — bonds, or ——* eri gay i 

roportions shal! not be changed except on y days’ pu 
Cermiaaen of the Comptroller of the Ourrency: Provided, 
part of the ——s consist of State bonds of any State when and as lon 
as such State are at or above par in the ma: . if at any time suc 
ne ae below par, they must be replaced by other forms of capital herein 
author : 

Sec. 3. The certificate of incorporation shall show what lands and lots, if 
any,are included in the tal stock of ev: such association, together with 
the names of the owners thereof; such certificate, with mortgages cov- 
ering each parcel or tract cf land, rly acknowledged and executed, 
~hall be immediately filed for record in the r recording office of the 
county, and shall be recorded and indexed, which record be notice to 
all men of the Government lien. Notransfer of stock shall operate to release 
the lien until and unless other like security is first substituted or its value 
replaced by bonds or coin or bullion, as above, and not without the consent of 
the Comptroller of the Currency, in accordance with rules and 
preseribed by him. The certificate of inco 
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regulations 
also the 


tion shall show 
amount of coin, if any, or of bullion or bonds, included in the capital stock of 
the association: and 


e t whenever any material change is made in the pr: nm 
of the several classes of stock, a penines certificate showing the 
ehanges shall be made and recorded in like manner as the original certificate, 
with appropriate index references for prasing connections on the records, 
Sxc. : t no lands or lots of —s —— in — ap or —— are 
exempt as homesteads, or are ¢ or er purposes by constitutional 
rovikionn or the laws of the State ahall be taken as stock in any such banx- 
ng association. Improvements of permanent nature on taken as 
stock shall be insured in some well-established omeeny or Sere 
they shall be kept continuously so insured ai) the time the is held as 
euch baak stock. Such lands be taken at the assessed valuation thereof 
for purposes of taxation, and they shall be held as security for the payment 
of the amount of stock su by the owner thereof in case of failure on 
the part of the bank to meet its legal And 
ahail be farther liable for his 
depositors or other pat 
eashier or of any other officer, agent, attorney, or 
ease the ar valuation of the lands is ced so as 
treir value as such security, the difference shall be promptly 
additional secvrity. Failure for thirty days after notice b 
hereinafter provided for to supply each additions\ aecuting 
os the by 2S pepe — _ 
or pledging the as secu herefor prescribed 
direction and sub to the a of ee 
suo. 5. That banking shali 
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if 


ai 


; ri 
laa 


{ ! 
; 


Cu eas 
First. 


ih 


ee 

e seReB ae 

nie 
ly 


i 
G 





- ot 





w the 
draft to the United States Treasury at the end of every calendar month. 
Sze. 15, t all lands 
all the lands, buil 
longing, with the furniture and fixtures and 
erty of the 


the coin, and 


it 
ta renewal is effected immediate], 
such renewal, if need be, must be 


the said bank shall 
be in ofa 


Sze. 17. the 


the loan 

the of the “9 * “and 
used in act, eld to and tracts in vil- 
lages, towns, an as as in general, the improve- 
Sec. 18. A for loan of be made on blanks 

er Poe ee sk sho 

and estimated value of or 
, with the of three 


real estate,” as 


who 
eer Sear 
“re (a or "in that are 
valued, => 4 with the <3 
not ae entry, the shall bo 
taken as the assessed of land, and it may be taken as security for a 
loan for that amount. by a complete 
abstract of title, and if it appears to the t 
security the rules for 
be gran’ oe one 
may = 





that will reduce the of the security. a check shal drawn by the 
su) t on of States, which 
the and record of indorse- 
ment warrants on the are 
shall be and to the laws 
of preserved with the notes in 
vaults or 
tare if be, a Bw hy 
are ou 
of this act, drawn in of the States of condi- 
r 
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foreclosure proceedings, on application of the mortgagor, execu- 
ton shal be stayed, and he alt hove tires years in which to redeem the 
Th of judgment, interest, and accruing costs: Provided, how- 
ever, sta operate only from year to year, on condition that 
interest on the Solent. together with taxes and insurance on the property, 
be paid each year as they become due, and that no waste be committed. In 
other words, the stay may be extended from year to year for three years on 
condition that the annual charges be paid when due. and that the security be 
not impaired, but not otherwise. The proceeds of sale shall be paid over to 
the superintendent. All moneys received by the superintendent on account 
nt of loans, except one-half of the interest, shall be immediate! 
the bank's draft to the United States Treasurer, who shall 
into the Treasury, to be used as other public funds are used. 
interest in every case shall be paid over to the bank as com- 
pensation for the use of building and appurtenances. 
Sec. 22. That no loan under the foregoing provisions shall be for less than 
nor for more than $2,500, to or for any one person or family, nor toeffect 
purchase or redemption of a tract of land containing mere than 160 acres; 
and no such loan shall granted unless it be te procure or to save a home; 
that is to say, before a loan is made it must appear that the applicant, being 
without a home, needs the money to purchase one; or that, having a home, 
he is in danger of losing it by reason of his being unable to pay the incum- 
w isalien upon it and is about to be enforced in court. In no 


2 
F 


case ey be loaned ler the foregoing provisions for purposes of 
speculation, aera Sauentomn shall contain a statemext of the applicant 
under oath, showing emoney is intended for purposes herein provided 
for, and that it is not for purposes of speculation, 

Seo. 23. That in order to provide funds to carry out the provisions of this 
act the of ee Sees is hereby authorized and directed to cause 
to have as same shall be needed, not to exceed in the aggregate 

notes, in form, color, dimensions, devices, and reading 

similar to the United States notes, commonly called * greenbacks,”’ 

issued under the act of February 25, 1862, except that there shall be nothing 
printed thereon sho that the notes are not receivable for customs dues, 
or that they may not used in payment of interest on the public debt. 
These notes shall be receivable in payment of all taxes, internal duties, ex- 
cises, debts, and demands acevery } d due tothe United States, and of all 

e 


cnpeant Cumande against ted States of every kind whatsoever, and 

also be aay money and a legal tender in payment of all debts, public 
vate, nm the United States. The Treasurer of the United States 
y out said notes on checks of the superintendents approved by the 

r of the Currency, as hereinbefore provided. When any of said 
areafterwards received in the Treasury, they shall be paid out thesame 
as moneys; and when the notes are all paid out, checks from superin- 
—— shall be paid ee moneys in the Treasury not subject to spe- 
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Com: 


associations organized under the provisions of this act 

States an annual tax of one-fourth on 1 per cent of 

and their capital stock shall be subject to taxation 
re Te as the stock of national hanking associations. 

Sec. 25. That violations of any of the provisions of this act by any 
stockholder, officer, agent, or employee of the banks and depositories herein 
authorized are hereby to be criminal offenses, and, except as herein 

on conviction, the persons found guilty shall be pun- 
prisonment for a period not less than one year nor more tbhaa five 
discretion of the jury Sres case. Penalties provided for 
this act may be enforced as other crim actions in the district court of 
the —— — the ee bank * ented, and the ection 
prosecu an rson inju on proper information imparted to 

the attorney for district. 

Bec. offices of First Assistant and Second Assistant Comptroller of 
the Currency are hereby created. These officers shall be appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, subject to 
removal for cause at. The yearly salary of the first-named officer shali 
be $4,000, and that of the second em, — as other salaries are paid. 

duties shall be to assist the Comptroller, as he shall direct, in the work 


KO. 27. That banks herein authorized may, at any time when the owners 
two-thirds of the stock shall so desire shall so express themselves in 
way —— in the by-laws, discontinue the business of banking upon 
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satisfaction of the Comptroller of the Currency that all depos- 
itors have been in full and that all legal demands egainst the bank have 
Doan paid or rily secured. But before the lien of the United States 
on 


lands of ——— and on the lands and personalty of the bank 


tion released, the association shall pay into the Treasury of the 
nited States lawful money equal in amount to that issued and delivered to 
it during its career, together with a sum of money sufficient to pay 
all its ow and unless such payment be made within three 
months after the wy of closing its business, on notice by the Comptroller of 
the Currency the United States district attorney for the district in which 
the bank was located shall immediately proceed according to law to collect 
the amount due. 
Sec. 24, That in every particular where they are applicable, the provisions 
of ae pene banking act shall be construed in aid of the provisions of 
this ac 


Suc. 29. That gold and silver bullion suitable for minting and in quantities 
worth $5) or more may be brought to any mint of the United States, and it 
shall received by the proper officers and coined into current standard 
coins for ie Seat of the depositor and without expense to him. Such coins 

tender in payment of all debts to any amount whatever. 

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, the joint resolution has been 
read twice. I ask that it may be now placed upon the Calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFI The Senator from Kansas asks 
that the joint resolution, which has been twice read, be now 

the Calendar 


YE. Has the joint resolution ever been referred toa 


? 
Mr. PEFFER. It has not been referred to a committee. 
Mr. FRYE. Ought it not to be referred to the Committee on 


? 
Mr. PEFFER. I would rather have it go on the Calendar, so 
that it may come up in the regular order for discussion. 
Mr. FRYE. U the rule it should be referred. 
Mr. PEFFER. The Senator will remember that the word 
may” is used in the rule, and it is not used in such connection 


as to mean ‘“‘ shall.” 


Mr. FRYE. On looking at the Calendar, the presumption is 
there has been reported hy a committee. 
Mr. That may be true, Mr. President, but we have 
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any number of instances within the recollection of all of us where 
a preceeding of this kind has been pursued after a second reading. 
It has been asked as a special favor in several instances, I know. 
I do not ask this as a special favor, but I think it is the rule. 

Mr. FRYE. It ought not to be done, but at the same time I 
shall not undertake to make any motion in regard to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? 





Mr. HILL. Does it require unanimous consent? 

Mr. PEFFER. I do not think it does require unanimous con- 
sent. I think it would require a motion to prevent it from going 
to the Calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheChair willstatethat a motion 
to refer is in order and will be entertained by the Chair if made. 

Mr. HILL. That is not quite the precise question I asked. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair thinks the joint reso- 
lution will go to the Calendar unless such a motion is made. 

Mr. PLATT. Has the joint resolution been read twice? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jvint resolution has been 
twice read, the Chair will state. 
















of having a committee examine this proposition. The difficulty 
about it is that some day, when perhaps there is not a very a 
attendance in the Senate, the matter may be brought up immedi- 
ately, and not having been considered by any committee, Senators 
may not be prepared to act upon it as intelligently as they other- 
wise would. I suggest to the Senator whether in the end it 
would not e ite the measure to have it referred? : 

Mr. PEFFER. It undoubtedly would take the course of other 
measures. Anobjection would pass it over, under Rule IX, when 
it was reached in the regular way, and all Senators would have 
notice of it. It would certainly be taken up under Rule VIII first, 
and on an objection it would be passed over. 

Mr. HILL. I assume that an important measure like this ought 
to have the consideration of a committee of the Senate. I am not 
now going to discuss the merits of the proposition. It involves a 
good deal; it requires a largeamount ofinvestigation. It involves, 
to a certain extent, the whole financial subject; and everything 
that we have had u that subject has been referred to a commit- 
tee and rted. Ido not know of any important measure such 
as this is that has not been referred toa standing committee of the 
Senate, and I do not know Why the joint resolution should not be 
referred. The Senator from Kansas does not ask any special favor 
about it. Therefore I think, like any other bill relating to the 
finances, it ought to be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will have the rule 
relating to the matter read tothe Senate. The Secretary will read 
as indicated. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


RULE Ty. 
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4. Every bill and joint resolution reported from a committee, not having 
previcealy been Ay shall be read once, and twice, if not objected to, on the 

game day, and placed on the Calendar in the order in which the same may 
; and every bill and joint resolution introduced on leave, and every 
bin and joint resolution of the House of og oe mga adn which shall have 
received a first and second without being referred to a committee, 
shall, if objection be made to er pr thereon, be placed on the 


Mr. PLATT. ‘The practice, I think, is that we have two Cal- 
endars. We have one on which bills reported go, and we have 
another to which resolutions and such matters as have not been 
to a committee, but have been before the Senate and talked about, 

0, Which is called in common phrase the table calendar. I un- 
erstand that the —— now is that the joint resolution shall go 
on the regular Calendar with matters which have been reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas has 
not been ific in his request, but a motion to refer will be 
<a That will dispose of the matter. 

Mr. HILL. I was going to appeal to the Senator from Kansas, 
to his sense of pees: that he consent that the joint resolution 
be referred to the Finance Committee. 

Mr. PEFFER. The only time since the Senator from New York 
and I have been associated in this Chamber that I did not consent 
to a request that he made was during our discussion upon the reso- 
Intion to appoint a committee to investigate the bond transactions. 
It was the only time, I say, that I did not concur in the Senator's 
reguest, and now I am willing to yield to the Senator's appeal and 
let the matter go to the Committee on Finance if he insists upon it. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator consents to it. By unanimous consent 
the joint resolution can be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

e PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint resolution will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 
DEATH OF CHARLES GOVIN. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the follow- 
ing message from the President of the United States; which was 
read: 




















































































































To the Senate: 


I transmit herewith, in response to a resolution of the Senate of the 22d 
ultimo, a report from the Secretary of State, accompanied by copies of cor- 
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Mr. HILL. I suggest to the Senator from Kansas the propriety has 











GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, 


Washington, January 5, 1897. 


Mr. CALL. I ask that the message may be printed; and I supe 
ti properly to the Committee on Foreign 
ons. : 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. a be printed and 


referred to the Committee on Foreign 


FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask that the unfinished business be laid 
— the Senate. 


Senate, as in Committee of the 
eration of the bill (H. R. 3656) 
the public lands in Oklahoma : 
ers, and reserving the public lands for that 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
D we igen There are now certain 
pending. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask to have the bill read at 
with the amendments reported from the Committee on Pu 


Lands, ‘. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first amendment will be 
read 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to have the bill read at length 
as proposed to be amended. 

. COCKRELL. Before the bill is read, 1 should like to aska 
question. Has the re in the case been read? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that it has 
been read, and that it has also been ted in the Recorp. 

Mr. COCKRELL. How about minority report? I have 
never heard it read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The minority has been 
printed in the Recorp, but it was not read at 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to hear that read. I have not 
been able to find a minority report thus far. 

Mr. MORRILL. Evidently the bill 
importance to be considered when the Senate 
os per cba ge g a 

ill is a very important one, proposing to repeal laws that 
established in relation to land equal in 
million dollars, and involving the question 
ment shall be reimbursed that sum or not, I ask that the 

we 


be postponed for one week. I do not think that we are to 
have a full Senate here the present week. I hope the bill be 
postponed for a week. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont 
unanimous consent that the bill be for one week. The 
Chair understands the request to be it be p without 
losing its as at 
' Mr. P IGREW. Do I understand that the Senator from 
oa t asks consent that the biil be put over for one 


The PRESITING OFFICER. That is the request which has 
been submitted to the Senate. 





Mr. FRYE. If the Senator 
whether there is a quorum of Senators in the 
the lack of a quorum. 
The PR ING OFFICER. The 
gests the want of a quorum. The roll will be called. 
e ed the roll 
answered to their names: 
Aldrich, on 
Baker, Foulkner, 
Call, Gray, 
Cannon, Hale, 
Carter, Harris, 
Clark, Hoar, : 
Cockrell, Jones, Ark. , 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Fifty Senators have answered 
ae MORRILL. ask _ consent that the bill 
; . go 
over — to-morrow, when I trust the attendance will iotetee 
ee ot that the bill a Ms ; 
consen 
sa cote me ins. te ers ob 
Mr..PETTIGREW. I do not think I shall object to that re- 
quest. I am simply desirous that the bill shall be considered by 








1897. 





the Senate and manne of, and of course anxious that delay shall 
not it in suc ere that it will not be disposed of at this 
Believing, , that the request is made not for the 
urpose of delay or to hinder in any way the consideration of the 
pile Tw 1 will consent that it shall go over Snd be the unfinished busi- 
ness for to-morrow, but to-morrow I shall insist upon its consid- 
eration without further delay. 

Mr. HOAR. Ishould like to suggest that if the Senate delays 
this matter it does not hurt the which is entitled to prece- 
dence so much as it does other bills that come after it. the 

of the Senator from South Dakota is to go over, I 
should like consent of the Senate for the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which the penalty of death 
may be inflicted, which is also a special order and has such 
ever since the 15th of April, 1896. Our law in to the 
alty of death is a a it of the barbarism of the past. ask 
that that bill — nk 

The PRESIDING OFFI Is there 0. -tion_to the request 
of the Senator from Vermont {[Mr. MorRILL]? 

Mr. HARRIS. Let the title of the bill be read. I did not hear 
what it was. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The title of the bill referred to 


— the Senator from Massachusetts will be stated. 
The Secretary. A bill (H. R. 878) toreduce the cases in which 
the ape of death may be inflicted. 


ING OFFICER. The immediate question before 
the «Senate is the request of the Senator from Vermont, which is 
that the pending business be laid aside informally until to-morrow 
mornin there objection? The Chair hears none. 

‘fe, PETTIGREW. I lt is to retain its place as the unfinished 


borne PRESIDING OFFICER. It is to retain its 
unfinished business, the bill being only informally 


INFLICTION OF DEATH PENALTY. 


Mr. HOAR. I ask unanimous consent of the Senate for the 
at this time of the bill which I have named. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be stated by title. 

Mr. FRYE. Let it be read in full fur the information of the 


Senate, — 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be read in full for 
the information of the Senate. 

The Secretary read the bill 2 R. 878) to reduce the cases in 
which the penalty of death may be inflicted, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That in all cases where the accused et 2 Seen ee 
grime of murder, oF of sections 5339 or tates the 


return a verdict qualified as 
iiauole imprisonment at hard labor for 


offenses mentioned in sections 


lace as the 
d aside. 


sections 
na Siak tae ant patted ear 
herein con’ shall a to or in any way affect 

mt now found or pending that may be found 
of act, and ‘and ai offenses 

That juries ma A. AD Same te oxok 
cases according to the p aces lof this act, and the sentences 
shall be imposed as therein pro 

By unanimous consent, rm Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill; which had been 
from the Committee on the Judiciary with an amendment, to 
insert as an additional section the following: 

Sec. f, any fndian reservation shall commit the offense of rape within the 
limits of an: am, eal, 5 pecmabed Sy Seereeuens 0 at the 

diseretion of the court. eS 0 Oe Rene pee Se Sdaees Oe of the 
acts of the de 1885 as is inconsistent herewith is herewith repealed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to ask the Senator in charge 
of the bill if this would not be a good place to insert a provision 
in Pas angle jurisdiction of the courts in offenses committed in the 

? Is there not such a bill as that pending 
before the eomnitee of which the Senator from Massachusetts is 


Mr. HOAR. I should think that would be the subject of a 


rate , but I hope it will not be permitted to interfere with 
this as it would 7 ae embarrass or delay its 
Mr. L. e Senator and his committee will 


ELL. I hope 
give attention to the matter to which I have referred. 
Mr. HOAR, Iwill. The committee have “a bill before them. 
I will state that the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. ViLas} hea as 
a eee = matter pst age onic jurisdiction, with which he 
douke’ _ an early day. 
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make a report, I have no 
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I seea feature of this bill the wording of which 





Mr. HAWLEY. 


I do not quite like. I see it is provided in section 2— 


That smaege offerses mentioned in sections 5832, 1242. 1624, 5839, and 5345, 
utes, when a person is convicted of any offense to which thé 
unishment of deith is now specifically affixed by the laws of the Usted 


Btates, he shall be sentenced to imprisonment at hard labor for life, etc 


Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will pardon me, those are oinne 


provided for in the Articles of War, with the exception of treason, 
and treason ha: a 

treason is much mil 
for certain offenses, if the jury shall so find, to imprisonment for 
life; but in cases of treason the punishment has already been re- 
duced, at the discretion of the court, to imprisonment for a term 
of years. It would take a very long bill to enumerate all the 
offenses mentioned in the Articles of War and those regarding the 


— provision, so that the punishment of 
that is, this bill reduces the punishment 


Navy. 
Mr. HAWLEY. All that is referred to here is contained in 
those sections of the Revised Statutes? 


Mr. HOAR. Yes; it is all contained in those sections. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 


the amendment reported by the Committee on the Judiciary, 
which has been stated. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 


ment was concurred in. 


The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 


read a third time. 


The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
TERMS OF PRESIDENT AND REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr. PROCTOR. I wish to give notice that on Monday next, on 
the completion of the morning business, [ shall ask to have taken 
up, for ro of briefly addressing the Senate regarding them, 
Orders of Business 62 and 63 of subjects on the table, being joint 
resolutionsintroduced by me relating to the Presidential term and 
the terms of members of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 2 o’clock and 27 minutes 

m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morre w, Wednesday, January 
8 1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, January 6, 1897. 
The House met at 12 o'clock m., and was called to order by the 


i | Speaker 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. Coupen. 


The Journal of the proceedings of Tuesday, December 22, 1896, 
was read and approved. 


CERTAIN LANDS IN KANSAS, 


Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Speaker—— © 
TheSPEAKER. The seutheuam from Kansas.[Mr. BRODERICK] 
desires to present a request. This requires unanimous consent, 
because the provisions of the rule already adopted require the 
House to go into Committee of the Whole. If there be no objec- 
tion, the gentleman will be allowed to submit his request. The 
Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I desire to submit a resolution, and ask 
a consent for its present consideration. If it provokes 

discussion, I will withdraw it. 
e SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolution relating to Union Pacific Railway lands. 


Whereas there are large and valuable tracts of land, situate in the State of 
Kansas, which were embraced in the ga made by the Government to the 
Lise ya Pacific Railway Company to which patents have not yet been issued; 
an 

Whereas most of these lands have been sold by said railway company to 
bona fide purchasers who are in possession and who have made lasting and 
valuable improvements thereon; and 

Whereas the United States land officers at the Topeka, Kans., land office 
haveailowed and are allowing homestead entries to be made upon these lands 
without apy epparens legal authority: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, directed 
to to this House the cause of the omission to issue patents to said lands 
and the authority under which the United States land officers at Topeka, 
Kans., pretend to act in permitting these entries to be made. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? 

Mr. LACEY. Ishould like to hear some statement from the 
oy ogee from Kansas [Mr. Broperick} before unanimous con- 
sen 

Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. S$ aker, the facts are recited in the 
preamble to the resolution. These lands were granted to the rail- 
road company, but for some reason which is not generally under- 

patents have not been issued, and men are going to ths 
Topeka land office now and A aang pretended homestead entries 
upon these lands. 
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—_———— 


These lands have been in the possession of the present owners 
in many instances for twenty or twenty-five years. They have | 
been paid for, occupied, and the owners have made valuable im- | 
provements upon them, but the Department has omitted to issue | 
the patents. e simply ask why this omission has been made, | 
and ask under what authority, if any, these lands are being home- | 
steaded. 

Mr. LACEY. As Iunderstand, then, this only asks for informa- 
tion from the Department? 

Mr. BRODERICK. It asks only for information. It is simply 
a resolution of inquiry. An official report of the facts is all that 
is desired at this time. Other steps may be taken later if the 
answer to this resolution warrants further action. 

TheSPEAKER. Isthere objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? 

There was no objection. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

SECOND-CLASS MAIL MATTER. 
Mr. MEREDITH. Mr. Speaker-—— 
Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker,I am compelled to ask for the regular 


order. 

Mr. MEREDITH. I ask my friend to allow me to introduce a 
resolution. It will only take a moment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] 
demands the regular order. Consequently, under the rule already 
adopted, the House resolves itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering the 
bill H. R. 4566, and the gentleman from New York [Mr. Payxe} 
will please take the chair. 

Accordingly, the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for the consideration of 
the bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the postal laws relating to second- 
class mail matter. with Mr. PAYNE in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

a (H. R. 4566) to amend the postal laws relating to second-class mail 
matter. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, the bill has already been read and 
printed in the Recorp, and I ask that the reading of it be dis- 
pensed with. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the bill. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the rule under which 
we aré now proceeding be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the Clerk will report 
the rule. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That on Tuesday, January 5, 1997, immediately after the reading 
ef the Journal, the House shall resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the consideration of H. R. No. 4566, a bill 
to amend the tal laws relating to second-class mail matter; that said bill 
shall be considered under the rules governing general debate during the said 
day and the following day, Janzary 6, until the hour of 2 p. m., at which time 
general debate shall close, and said bill shall then be open to amendment and 
consideration under the five-minute rule until 4 p. m., at which time the com- 
mittee l rise and report the bill and pending amendments to the House. 
The previous question shall be conside as ordered on the pending amend- 
ments and bill to its final passage. 

Mr. QUIGG. I should like to ask the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia |Mr. Loup] if he has any suggestion to make about the 
time to be consumed in general debate. 

Mr. LOUD. In view of the limited time for debate, and the 
very many requests for opportunity to speak, it seems to me that 
the time can be better distributed by a gentleman on this side and 
one on the other; that it would be better to parcel it out in that 
manner than to allow individual members to secure the floor who 
would be entitled toan houreach. I would make that suggestion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. QuiaG] if he desires to be recognized. 

Mr. LOUD. I make that request, Mr. Chairman, that the gen- 
tleman from New York be allowed to control the time in opposi- 
tion to the bill, and that Imay be allowed to control it on the 
other side. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from California asks unan- 
imeus consent that the gentleman from New York may be per- 
mitted to control one-half of the time against the bill, and the 

tleman from California [Mr. Loup], on behalf of the commit- 
tee, on the other side. Is there objection? [Afterapause.] The 
Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. QUIGG. Does the gentlemar from California desire to 
proceed with the remainder of his time that was not urs2d by him 
the other day? 

Mr. LOUD, If the gentleman from New York is ready to pro- 
cced. in view of the fact that I have occupied so much time, I 
would prefer to wait until later on in the debate. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, in presenting this bill to the con- 
sideration of the House the other day, the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. Loup] enlarged upon its importance. I desire to 
concur in the view that he then expgessed—that this is the most 
important measure that has been under consideration here during 


The Clerk is simply reporting the title of 


Now, this bill presents to this body 
from & of 
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the present session of and it is likely to be the most 
important bill that we chai hate to consider, a , the 
funding bill presently to be acted on. I concur in view the 
more earnestly because there is very little else that the gentleman 
from California said with which I can entirely agree. 

This bill is not only important, it is revolutionary; and itis notless 
reactionary than revolutionary. If this bill passes, for the first time 
since the Post-Office Department wasesta Congress will have 
taken a step backward in the liberal policy it has maintained with 
regard to the public uses of the If this bill privi- 
leges and rights will be withdrawn and denied which have existed 
for half acentury, privileges and rights so widely availed of that 
industries have been built upon them, trades and businesses es- 
tablished, and conditions of production and barter fixed. If this 
bill passes, a blow will be struck at every tion connected 
with the art of printing and the business of pu , circulat- 
ing, and ss the product of the a ng press. this is so, 
and anybody can see at a it is so, no argument is 
needed to enforce the assertion that we should be sure of our 
agers and be fully persuaded of compensating results to the pub- 

ic interest before we give our approval to such radical, such 
injurious and far-reaching legislation. ~ 

Two pretenses are made with which to justify this bill. 
first is that the mails are now being used the 
did not intend or contemplate and this bill we are simp) 
providing against abuses. The second is that its passage wi 
save to the public Treasury the which the tleman from 
California, by mathematical processes that are altogether bewil- 
dering, variously estimates from ten to forty millions of dollars. 
If either of these pretenses could be established, if were even 
credible, I should certainly support the bill in spite of 
injuries that its enactment must entail the industries and 
occupations to which I have just ref But the facts in the 
case conclusively prove that the uses of the mails which this bill 
seeks to prevent were held in full contemplation when the law 
took its present shape, have since been repeatedly and 
that the effect of the bill upon the revenue ae of the 
Post-Office Department is altogether . Indeed, I 
think that the House will see before this debate is concluded that 
the inevitable loss of revenues in first and fourth class postage 
will be quite as great as any possible saving by reason of the reduc- 
tion of the cost of mail transportation and the net effect of 
the bill will be to produce disaster to printers, binders, publishers, 
newsdealers, and paper manufacturers, without atupoihy affect- 
ing the financial condition of the post-office. 

The difficulty, Mr. Chairman, which the Post-Office Depart- 
ment has experienced in comprehending the fact that it is the 
positive and assured purpose of the law to permit all publications 
not obscene or indecent to be sent through the mails to sub- 
scribers and dealers when issued at stated intervals from a known 
office of publication, and when not covered with a permanent 
binding, is not easy to understand. The statute by which this 
ee 1845, more than 


ty years ago. It contained this 
All let - 
ters, ne and <i saqueines coh puaapivteyuceians yah 
as second-class matter. ? 


lished, or which may be published 
particular time publishers of books 
a eerie docie i 


under the same title, shall be a 

I am not able to say at what 
began toissue their publications but it was at some 
time subsequently to the of this law and prior to the act 
of 1879, which is the existing statute with regard to second-class 
matter and the statute which the pending bill 
It came about as the result of the 
printing machines and the marvelous 
of paper making was reduced. Now, I 
Se eee ed Se 

e gentleman from ifornia, echoing 
Office Department, all that existi 
permit the circulation ugh the alle 
ublications which are books. He said in 
e accompanied the bill: 
We have oftentimes wondered why a 


cally silent through all these for 
Z to forty million 


ed from thirty “ani pried ae 

wil thelr seal seater in cuGer Sake eee Sai embracing 
afew thousand, might be luxury 

seek ts thas clooney ween : 
Pros that enganee So Sige re ee 
ence to the whole of this second-class business, and not to the 
particular ‘‘abuses” at which he says this bill aims. But in his 
speech on December 15 he interpreted the remark in his report 
and commented on it as follows: 


the 
deficiency na to give 

Office Department, and to give to it in 

At the lowest calosiation is in 

ernment of 


ene Sool emaiadan 
who was at that time in a position to know 


ust / 
Pe i cakecer paieaeneaea 
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I called a attention on December 19, when the 
rule under this discussion is een wen 
the , to 


slip, Sat wees ko Ween Sean eeeceeto- 
bill his forty-million-dollar saving would = ray ana 
questioned him at that time ularly on this point of the sav- 
ing to the revenue, because is the only reason why anybody 
in this House will want to vote for the bill. 
If this bill passes, it will because the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia has persuaded the House that the law never intended to 
f privileges, and because he has persuaded the House 
that a huge sum of money will be saved by forbidding the mails 
to periodically issued paper books and sample copies of enna 
rs. So that unless he comes in here with an appropriation bill 
carries out his pretenses—I do not wish to use the word “ pre- 
tenses” as rela’ to the gentleman from i so I will 
say a bill that out his assurances—unless he comes in here 
beherrbonagelnss 3) x, curwes bill, certainly the House will be in a 
position to say that it voted under a misapprehension. When I 
warned the gentleman from California on December 19 that it 
was from twenty to forty millions that he had claimed he was 
ene aes ee ee big *‘ hedge” 
tween twenty and forty millions—he replied as follows: 


The chairman of the Post-Office Committee has made no statement that 
this bill will save from twenty to forty millions e year. The claim that he 
has made, which I have repeated to many gentlemen, is that this bill will 
probably save ten millions a year. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have quoted the language of the gentle- 
man from California where he said that this postal business which 
he p to stop costs $40,000,000 annually; then I have read 
can enillions ats eae ees lee 0 S 
costs forty millions; ve is w e says 
that if his bill passes it will save twenty millions—ten millions by 
reducing expenditures and ten by ing to the revenues; and 
lastly, I have just read his statement that it is only ten millions 
he is going to save. Now, I want to say to the gentleman from 
California that he will not save even ten millions. When he 
a Checcegll SeLAIMS Ux: aah tax abiDA Mir woe. 
a thoroughly expression, im woe- 
fully. It assumes that there are no fixed charges in the Post- 

ce t. 

If this bill passes, the gentleman is not going to reduce the num- 
ber of post-offices b a single one; he is not going to reduce the 
number of postmaster he is not going to reduce the number of 
post-office clerks; he is not going to reduce the number of railway 
mail clerks; he is not going to reduce the number of carriers. The 
only reduction that can possibly effect is in the one solitary 
item of the cost of transportation on the railroads. That is the 
one place where any saving can be effected, and the saving that he 
will effect there will not be ten millions nor two millions. This 
second-class mail matter has net increased invariably from year to 
eae ce ey Sa ee ere ees it has. It 
id not increase, for instance, in the year 1894 over the year 1993. 
On the contrary, there was a decrease in the amount of second- 
class matter carried; but there was an increase in the amount of 

increased, compensation crks increased, compen- 
sation to carriers increased, the cost of star routes increased, the 
cost of railroad transportation increased more than a million and 
a half of dollars, the cost of post-office car service increased, the 
cost for steamboat service increased, and the cost for railway mail 
clerks increased. There was an increase of expenditure all along 
the line. I havethe figures here showing a large increase in every 


Now, the weight of mail matter carried in that year was sub- 
stantially the same as in the year before, and the of second- 
class matter slightly declined. What, then, accounts for the 
increased expenses? Why, the distance covered by the mails was 

the year. There were 


716 new star routes; there were 77 new rouves; there were 
207 additional mail clerks; there were 402 ; there 
were 211 additions to the postal clerks; there were 111 additions 


. Thoseof us who are not familiar with the 
Post-Office Committee, 


and who have not ‘sample copies.. Having now defined the two principal changes 


had time to examine the reports, would like to know exactly what 
the issue is between the gentleman from New York and those 
representing the other side. If the gentleman will indicate the 
rates of the different classes of mail matter carried, and what 
kinds of matter will be transferred under this bill from one class 
to os we shall probably be better able to follow his line of 
ar, nt. 

. QUIGG. I am extremely obliged to the gentleman from 
Iowa for his suggestion. Mr. Chairman, this bill proposes all 
sorts of changes in the existing law, but there are two which are 
especially radical. Before the debate is concluded I will try to 
indicate all of the proposed changes, but these two are the great, 
the serious and important ones. First, the bill forbids access to 
the mails to periodical publications which are books. Now, peri- 
odical publications, whether they are books or newspapers—their 
characteristics being defined by statute—are admitted to the mails 
under the act of 1879 as second-class matter, and by the act of 1885 
the postage rate for second-class matter was fixed at 1 cent a pound. 
The rate at which these second-class publications are carried has 
been variously altered during the last fifty years, but the original 
law, preceding that of 1879, giving to them second-class privileges, 
was passed in 1845, and has not been changed subsequently except 
in the direction of greater liberality. Its language | have already 

moted. The present law, however, is the act of 1879, and it is 
this act which the pending bill amends. 

The act of 1879 with regard to second-class matter says that it 
must have these four characteristics: 

First.. It must be regularly issued at stated intervals, as frequently as four 
times a year, and bear a date of issue, and be numbered consecutively. 

That establishes its periodical character. 

Second. It must be issued from a known office of publication. 

That fixes its identity. 

Third. It must be formed of printed sheets, without board, cloth, leather, 
ee substantial binding, such as distinguishes printed books fur preser- 

on— 

Mark the language of the statute—‘‘ printed books for preser- 
vation ”"— 
from iodical publications. 

Av fourth. It must be originated and published for the dissemination of 
information of a public character, or be devoted to literature, the sciences, 
arts, or some ,and it must havea legitimate list of subscribers: 
Provided, however, That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to 

t to the second-class rate regular publications designed primarily for 
advertising purposes, or for free circulation, or for circulation at nominal 


Now, Mr. Chairman, those are the statutory characteristics 
which a publication must possess in order to be admitted to the 
mails as second-class matter. It is proposed by the gentleman 
from California in this bill so to change the law that those peri- 
odical publications which are books shall not be carried as second- 
class matter, but must go into the third class, and pay 8 cents a 
pound instead of 1 cent. 

He pro one other change. There has existed in this coun- 
try since, I think, 1879—thée gentleman from California will cor- 
rect me if I am wrong in the date—a privilege to newspapers 
that allows them to send, at the rate of 1 cent a pound, sample 
copies of their publications to individuals every where—wherever 
they are to be reached by the mails. The object of this law was 
to enable newspapers to extend their circulation throughout the 
country. The gentleman from California proposes to stop that 
law; to cut off that privilege; to prevent the exercise of it by any 

at any time under any circumstances. 

Mr. HENDERSON. What is the regular rate on newspapers? 

Mr. QUIGG. A cent a nd. But they must be sent to sub- 
scribers only—paid subscribers. The law does not give permis- 
sion for newspapers to be sent at the pound rate to those who are 
not subscribers unless the papers be sent as sample copies. And 
if amy newspaper is sent as a sample copy to the same person 
repeatedly, every master is directed to notify the fact to the 
Department, which fact deprives that paper of its second-class 
—-. if the master chooses to exercise his authority. 

Mr. PBURN. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. QUIGG. Certainly. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Under this privilege of sending sample copies 
as the law is construed, is it not possible for a publisher to sen 
to one person, say, a hundred copies of his publication marked as 





sample copies, under one cover 
Mr. ~ Several copies; yes. 
Mr. PBURN. And is it not sible for the person who 


receives those hundred copies, if he should sell only 10 of them, to 
return the 90 unsold copies at 1 cent a pound? 
Mr. QUIGG. Oh, that is not possible. They must not be sent 
for any such purpose. The law is carefully guarded. Sample 
ies can not be sent to dealers. 
. HEPBURN. I want to get at the fact as to the manner in 
which this privilege is used. 
Mr. UIGG. If the gentleman will allow me, I shall refer to 
that subject when I reach that portion of my remarks relating to 


AGA 


—— 


which the gentleman from California seeks to make in the law, I 
desire to return to his allegation that this privilege of sending 
books through the mail was never intended to be granted. 

The gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] referred in his 
speech to the decision of an Attorney-General from which he dates 
the book privilege. This is his language: 

For my part I do not believe that it was ever intended by Congress that 
serial novels should pass through the mails at pound rates, a privilege orig- 
inally vested in the newspapers of the country, and confined te them up to 
1879, when, 4 ruling of the Attorney-General at that time, General Devens, 
it was held that books issued in serial numbers are entitled to be carried at 
second-class rates, under the rather loose phraseology of the law. 

And this is the view of the present Postmaster-General, as it has 
been the view of previous Postmasters-General; and the present 
official at the head of the Post-Office Department makes bold to 
say that if we do not pass this bill he will pass it himself. He says: 

But for the hope that Congress— 

This, I will state, is from his report for the current year— 

But for the boxe that Congress would enact jee bill now on the House Cal- 
endar, I should have taken the responsibility to modify and reverse the suc- 
cessive rulings through which this inroad on the service has been effected and 
to exclude from the benefit of second -class rates the serial libraries and other 

peas not in the policy of the law, even within the letter of its rather 
oose phraseology. 

So that this present Postmaster-General gives us to understand 
that if we reject this bill he will enact it into a law himself; and 
now let us see what it is that he must ignore in addition to the 
adverse action of the present Congress. 

This decision of Attorney-General Devens was rendered with 
reference to a case that arose under the old law, not under the law 
of 1879. The question arose under that earlier law on the 27th of 
November, 1878, by the action of the postmaster at New York in 
refusing to permit one of these serial publications, that was a 
book, to go through the mail at second-class rates. Attorney- 
General Devens having interpreted the law, and having held that 
periodicals might be admitted to the mails provided they con- 
formed with the ee ee then existing, and that this 
book did so conform, the Department came before the House Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads with precisely this prop- 
osition, and here is the language that it employed in its suggestion: 

The Post-Office Department submitted to the House committee the follow- 
ing: “ Nothing herein contained "— 

Now, understand that the House committee was then consider- 
ing the rates bill, the bill which I have just read as existing law. 
The House committee was then copsidering what became the law 
of 1879, which it was about to bring into the House for its action; 
and the gentleman from Illinois, the present chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, was a member of the committee at that 
time and can correct me if I err in any statement. 

Mr. LOUD. [If the gentleman from New York will permit me, 
1 understood him to suggest, or he left the impression upon my 
mind, that the gentleman from Dlinois [Mr. Hopkins} was a mem- 
ber of the committee in 1879. That 
could not have been here at that time. 

Mr. QUIGG. My reference was to the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. CANNON], the chairman of the Committee on Anprooriations. 
As I understand it, that gentleman's period of service as a mem- 
ber of this House dates from the creation of the Government. 
{ Laughter. } 

Now, the proposition submitted by the Post-Office Department 
to the House Post-Office Committee at that time, in 1879, and 
prior to the enactment of the law, was this: 

Nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to admit publications 
which, although issued in lar series or successive numbers, are but 
or reprints of ks, to the benefit of the privileged rate, whether printed in 
this country or abroad. 

And the committee took this proposition, which is the one we 
are now considering, and rejected it, and brought in the act as it 
stands. Does the gentleman from California mean to say now 
that this law did not intend that books should go through the 
mails at this reduced rate? Why, this is not all of it. The Post- 
master-General who succeeded at that time, Thomas L. James, 
delivered an address in the city of New York in 1883, in which 
he referred to this law of 1879, the law that was passed with this 
Department amendment rejected. This was what Postmaster- 
General James said: 

The constant tendency of our postal system has been toward the extension 
of the privileges of the mails in every branch of correspondence and every 
form of literary production. Its facilities first made ble the cheap pub- 
Heation of fee bah ae ee and later on standard works of literature, by echas 
upon all periodi popular reading matter the lowest rate of postage ever 


own in a civilized land. In no other country have the masses ever before 
enjoyed sucn an inestimable intellectual privilege, and no money— 


Listen to this, gentlemen— 


no money expended by the Government in any of its multiform agencies 


think is a mistake, as he 


has ever conferred such enormous advantages. This extension of reading | 


good books by the masses— 
Do you hear that language? ‘‘ This extension ”"— 


is in itself one of the marks of progress, of civilization, and of the widening 
benefits of a government of the people and for the people. This impulse 
and direction, of course, must not be changed. 
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Why, it seemed absurd to that Postmaster-General. 

‘‘There must be no steps: backward,” he said in conclusion, 
And now will the gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] sa 
_ a ae did not intend to permit these books to go 
the mails 

But that is not all the evidence. I mentioned a moment ago 
that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] was a member of 
the committee when this amendment was rej and the 
ing law was brought in. In 1888 we had another of these bills 
before us to keep books out of the mails. This has 
come up again and again, gentlemen, only to be , and by 
ever-increasing majorities. When it was up in 1888 the gen 
man from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] used this : ' 

Hi Post tent, thie class of Waerprere was aileweh te pum nEMEN tae eon 
an: Ost-. c 0 ra’ 
at2centsa pound. The policy of legislation— = : 

Mark the gentleman’s words. The very language which Post- 
master-General Wilson uses, only the — from Illinois 
[Mr. eons it was the policy, and Mr. Wilson says it was 
not. Well, who knows, the man made the law or the man 
who was not here then? ; 

Says the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon]— 


the of legislation being to encourage the dissemination of sound and 
prea fl matter among the masses of the of the gountey as 
was advisedly 


cheap rates, the question was discussed and the 

You see they were coming before that Congress 
that the law did not intend to t these books to go ugh 
the mails. That was the plea then, just as it is the plea now, 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] bore his testimony to 
the fact that ‘‘the legislation was advisedly had.” 

Then subsequently the question came up again and and 
the last time two years ago, when it appeared neatly tucked away 
in an appropriation bill. The bill was considered under the five- 
minute rule, and the clause was before anybody discovered 
what it was, and then such « storm of criticism and protest arose 
that the gentleman in charge of that bill (Mr. Henderson, of North 
Carolina) gave us an es gene. 4 in the House to debate that 
particular paragraph and to vote upon it. It was debated and 
voted on and rejected by a vote of 182 to 27. 

Yet in the light of all these actions, the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. Loup], echoing the P. ‘says that 
this law did not intend to permit books to go thro the mails, 
and the Postmaster-General gives us to ‘that if our 
action to-day is the same as heretofore been taken, he will 
— te for himself and keep these books out by simply a stroke 
oO pen. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I think it is well established that 
the law did intend books to go through mails, when issued 
serially, and when not bound for preservation. 

But I admit that the policy of continuing the law may = 
considered. If, as the gen from California . Loup] 
says, the sample-cop vilege and the book privilege costs this 
Government $40,000,000, therecan not be any doubt that something 
ought to be done to check the expense. If, as he says, he is 
to save f millions, or thirty millions, or ten millions, or fi 
millions, I think we ought to vote for his bill. I say he will not 

the pe 


save five millions, nor four millions, nor three and I 
doubt if he saves two. I doubt 
of this bill will be to save a cent. the contrary, it is my sober 
jel! this bill — the result will be to 

eficit of the Department. 

Mr i ition on which the 


P n, the 
California [Mr. Loup to prove that this bill will effect this 
saving is about as follows—I am not claiming to quote the gentle- 
azgument of the Post Oaice Dephsieamitned ey tet guemomas 
argument o os ce an 
with reference to this bill, and nS a few sen 
that will enable the committee to it tly. It 
serts that the second-class matter mailed by pu and ne 
dealers, including the matter circulated free within the county o: 
publication, amounts to 348,988,648 pounds, or 68 cent of the 
entire weight of the matter carried; that pounds of this 
second-class matter were carried free, of 


about $28,000,000, and the revenue derived from 
$3,000,000, that there was a loss on 

$25,000,000, and a further loss in handling of 
finances of the Department show a i 
economize is to shut down on and sample 
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= ok Rie ee ee ae 
ttee give us any information to su argumen p- 
posing that its statement is true, does the committee tell us what 
—- of this second-class matter consists of books and sample 
copies? Notatall. Thereis not a word in thegentleman’s h 
ne Se that throws ony real Ligh 

There is only an t from Mr. Wanamaker, 
reports, which went to show that the book matter amounts to 
about 50,000 tons—that is, one hundred millions of pounds. That, 
so far as Mr. Wanamaker is concerned, is a guess. He does not 
claim to have the fact. He of the amount as substantially 
50,000 tons. The committee does not show us what it is. 

Now, there exist in this country 2,000 ne pers. There 
are nearly as many weekly newspa cteouiae outside the 
county in which are published. There are nearly 300 maga- 
zines, some of which circulate, as the Century Magazine, 250,000 
copies monthly; and all of this matter goes to make up the 
300,000,000 pounds which is carried as second-class matter. 

What would be the effect if we should forbid the mails to these 
sample copies and these books?’ The gentleman from California 
says that if they carry 100,000,000 pounds at 8 cents a pound we 
shall save $8,000,000. But he does not show that they amount to 
100,000,000 pounds, nor any other weight, and when you come to 
understand how the weight of matter Se for you will easily 
see that the decrease of the heft to be c does not proportion- 
ately decrease the mse. Here is the scale of compensation: If 
a railroad carries = of matter per day over the whole of 
its route it is paid at the end of the $42.75. If it carries 500 
pounds it is paid $64.12. The rate inishes, you see. If it car- 
ries a thousand aoe itis _ .50. If it carries 5,000 pounds 
it is paid $171. ow, note the difference. If it carries 200 pounds 
it gets $42.75—and these rates are fixed by statute. If it carries 


5,000 pounds it only gets $171, and for every additional 2,000 pounds 
it gets $21.87.. So that a railroad that carries 200 pounds is paid 
more—is paid twice as much exactly—for its 200 pounds as another 
road ing great weights is paid for any additional 2,000 pounds 


carryi 

over the weight of 5,000. Not only does the rate fall as the burden 
increases, but in our contracts we pay for a great many things 
besides weight. 

t is one of the elements of cost, to be sure, but it is only 
one. e pay for speed, we pay for the length of the route, we 
pay for the frequency of the carrying, and then we pay for weight, 
and our rate for weight diminishes in ee as the bulk of the 
matter and its weight increase. So that when the gentleman tells 
us that the rate is 8 cents a pound he says what is misleading, 
because it is neither accurate nor complete. It is true that we 

500.000,000 pounds of matter of kinds, and if we carry 
500,000,000 pounds of all kinds of matter and if we spend $90,000,000 
for our service the cost per pound for handling, delivering, 
and transportation will be 18 cents. That is plain, and for certain 
purposes it is true; but it does not follow t you will save 18 
cents every time you diminish that oe apound. We pay 
for transportation—I think it is—about $36,000,000, and that would 
seem to establish a rate of 8 cents per pound. But when you ex- 
amine the scheme by which the transportation is paid for, you per- 
— ae rei ore ee “ by 8 as 7 

uce the we @ pound. or for every pound t we 
do we increase it } ed ag Postmaster-General Wanamaker did 
not fall into the mistake of computation with which my friend 
from California has misled himself. 
When the gentleman from California said the other day that he 
was to save either ten, or twenty, or thirty, or forty million 
e tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. nal who 
head of the Post-Office Committee, who dered 
eee at the head of that committee, and who is 


now opposed it, called attention to the fact that Mr. Wana- 
maker’s statement was that the sa by the exclusion of books 
would be only about $1,000,000, and that the saving by the exclu- 
sion of eo would be only cne million more. . The gen- 
tleman from ornia replied that Mr had made an 
obvious mistake, because cost of tion was 8 cents a 


transporta 
that it is the gentleman from 
who makes the mistake, ani that it is erroneous to say 
any 


that the cost is 8 cents a pound, or other sum. Now 
what did Mr. Wanamaker say? I wili zead his statement, and i 
tlemen to notice closely his language, for it is extremely 


carried is, he thinks, 50 ngs ghee mar agp eho he tnd 
© saving proposed 
change according to Mr. Wanamaker? He says: 


mean amount would be added to the revenue 
stopping what he calls the “abuse.” Then he says further: ” 





** Kept out of the postal income.g That, as gentlemen will see, 
is very guarded language, and it was doubtless chosen by Mr. 
Wanamaker because he knew, what the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia ignores, that the expenses of the Post-Office Department 
are to a great extent fixed charges, and that so far as they are not 
fixed they are bound to increase by reason of the extension of the 
service, and also because Mr. Wanamaker recognized, what the 

eman from California ignores, that the acheme of payment 

or transportation which is fixed by law does not permit anybody 

to say that the cost isso much a pound, because the system of 

yment is complicated, based upon length of route, based upon 

Recteee of service as well as upon weight, and, in so far as it 

is based upon weight, diminishing as to the rate in proportion as 
the weight increases. 

Now, where will the gentleman from California save this great 
sum when he comes in here with his appropriation bill? I hope 
the gentleman is keeping his appropriation bill carefully in mind 
when he makes his statements of the amount that he is going to 
save. One of the chief items of expenditure is the compensation 
of postmasters, for which we pay $16,000,000; the gentleman 
from California is not going to pay any less. There is an item of 
$9,000,000 for clerks; the gentleman from California is not going 
to pay any less. There is an item for free delivery, which includes 
carrier service, $12,000,000, and it is going to continue to be just as 


large. 

There is an item of $6,000,000 for star routes. That is going to 
increase, and the gentleman from California knows it, because 
the needs of the country for mail service are increasing. There 
is an item of $6,000,000 for postal-car service, and we are going to 
have the postal cars just the same. There is an item for steam- 
boat service, and there is $7,000,000 for railway mail clerks, and 
those expendituresare going to be justthesame. Thereis an item 
for transportation over the railroads, $27,000,000. Perhaps that 
may be slightly reduced. Perhaps the gentleman may make a 
saving there of $1,000,000, or even of a millionand a half. When 

ou add all these items that I have enumerated, they make up 

,000,009 out of the $90,000,000 that we expend on the Post- 
Office Department, and the remainder is made up of the cost of 
manufacturing postage stamps and other items, all of which must 
goon anyhow. The gentleman from California, therefore, is not 
going to save $40,000,000, or $20,000,000, or $10,000,000, or any 
such sum. If he saves a million, he will be very lucky. 

But what else will he do? -In his remarks the other day the 
gentleman from California described to us this sample-copy 
abuse, and I pro now to answer the question that was ad- 
dressed to me by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Hepsurn}. 
Here is what the gentleman from California said about the 
sample-copy abuse. 

The C RMAN (interposing). One hour of the gentleman’s 
time has expired. The Chair presumes the gentleman may extend 
his own time if there is no objection. 

Mr. QUIGG. I shall not detain the committee very much 
longer,as I propose to be considerate of others. The gentleman 

m. ifornia said: 

Here is an advertising journal seeking admission to the Post-Office Depart- 


ment with second-class privileges. Its nominal list of subscribers, of patrons, 
permit me to say, is copies. It secures certain advertising and then cir- 


culates t sample copies as many as a million and a half or two million 
copies, aed number, if you please, at the expense of the United 


States Government and the people. 

Is that so? If itis, thisis not the law that the gentleman should 
ask us to consider. He ought to bring in a bill impeaching some- 
body. What he describes as being done is as much an offense 

the existing law as it ibly could be against the pend- 


ing bill or any that could be devised. I read a few minutes ago 
the characteristics of second-class matter. Listen to this one: 
Nothing herein contained— 


Says the law— 


shall be so construed as to admit to the second-class rate publications designed 
primarily for advertising purposes, or free circulation, or for circulation at 
nominal rates. 


Why, Mr. Chairman, that law covers this case perfectly. What 
the gentleman from California says has been done could not be 
done except with the connivance and complicity cf the post-office 
authorities. Every postmaster in the country is instructed to 
report all such abuses, and if any such abuse occurs the journal 
that commits it is written out of the mails at once, as it cught to 
be. And the rules made by the Post-Office Department to give 
effect to the statute cover this case in specific terms. Why, when 
a ——— for the pound rate, here is the affidavit that he is 
req to take. He must say whether he prints a newspaper or 
magazine, how often it is published, where it is published, who 
its proprietors are, whether he is in any way interested in any 
pales that it advertises, who its editors are, and how their 
compensation is determined. 

Do you see that point? Thatrule is made to reach the question 
whether his editors are paid out of the advertisers’ profits, and if 
80, the journal can not circulate as second-class matter. He must 
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say, too, whether the editors have any pecuniary interest in any 
business or trade that is advertised; whether the publication is 
open to the advertisement of any reputable house. He must tell 
how many advertisements he prints. He must tell what his bona 
fide circulation is. He must tell what the subscription price of 
his publication is per annum. And hemusttell the average num- 
ber of sample copies sent out with each issue, and how he gets the 
names of the persons to whom he sends these sample copies. And 
then, if the Department is satisfied with his statements on these 
em = it allows the journal to circulate, and if the Department 

not satisfied it has the right, under existing law, to rule it out. 

The gentleman referred in his remarks to a newspaper called 
Comfort, which he said was one of the ‘“‘abuses.” He said it had 
an honest circulation of only about 1,000 copies, although it sends 
through the mails a million andaquarter. That, of course, could 
not be so unless the Department chose to permit the fraud. But is 
it soatall? Here is a letter from the editor of Comfort, and he 
says that he has a circulation of three-quarters of a million—a paid 
circulation of voluntary subscribers who have sent in their sub- 
scription price—a paid circulation of 750,000; that he maintains 
an office in Boston where he pays $50,000 a year to his editors to 
write his paper. He says, further, that he has taken an oath for 
the Post-Office Department as to the extent of his circulation, and 
has sent it to the Department, so that the Department knows that 
this paper has a paid-for circulation of 750,000 copies. And if the 
Department is not satisfied with the evidence, itcan rule the paper 
ont. He says, also, that he pays the Government $2,000 a month 
second-class postage. 

And now I want to show why I do not believe this bill will 
make a net saving, but why, on the contrary, it will cost the Gov- 
ernment more than the en saving of perhaps a million or 
two. This publisher says he pays the Government $2,000 a month 
for second-class postage. Remember that all these statements I 
am now quoting the Government may disprove if the facts enable 
it todo so. The gentleman from California can verify by the re- 
ceipts at Augusta, Me., from this newspaper every statement that 
I now read to the House. 

Mr. LOUD. I wish to ask the gentleman what are the correct 
figures as to the amount of postage this publisher pays monthly 
on second-class matter? 

Mr. QUIGG. Comfort pays about $2,060 a month second-class 

stage. 
ae: LOUD. The gentleman said $200,000 a month. 

Mr. QUIGG. If so, that was a slip of the tongue. 

Mr. LOUD. One of those unfortunate slips for which the gen- 
tleman has been criticising me so much. 

Mr. QUIGG. This paper pays often more than $6,000 a month 
for first-class or letter postage. Now, the only thing that the 
publisher of Comfort does is to ran a newspaper; that is all. He 
pays this sum for first-class postage as the result of the mainte- 
nance of a newspaper. He pays $2,000 a month to the Govern- 
ment to take his newspaper and spread it broadcast. He pays 
$6,000 to the Government for the stamps with which he conducts 
his correspondence with his patrons. He pays $2,000 more a 
month for third and fourth class postage. And he has received 
125,000 letters in a single month, and has an average receipt from 
the mails of 100,000 letters a month. That means $2,500 more 
that is paid to the Government by the ons of Comfort in drst- 
class postage. And that does not include, of course. any of the 
money that comes to the Government in first, third, and fourth 
class postage from those readers of Comfort who answer the 
advertisements—some 300 advertisements that that paper prints. 
Those advertisements cost the advertiser 50 cents a line of 9 
words to the line. The advertiser does not advertise if it does 
not pay him to do so. Of course he advertises because he gets 
answers through the mails to his advertisements, and for every 
answer that comes to him the Government receives 2 cents in 
first-class postage. And that answer is an answer looking to 
some transaction with the advertiser; and if a transaction is had, 
the Government is liable to receive more as the result of its pound 
rate from its third and fourth class postage. 

Now, ail that business is wiped out when you wipe out the 
$2,000 receipts for second-class postage from Comfort. You save 
the Government the sum, whatever it is, which it costs to carry! 
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need to rely sample copies for 
Yet the New York Tribune, which opposes this 
aims y to increase the expense of every honest 
and every honest newsdealer in the United States.” 
The American Publishers’ Association— 
Says the Tribune— 


an nization useful to its own mem Sone nob popeeseed She Saeed 
rs in New York 


and the Tribune, two of the la 
out of a more than 1,860 
country. 


only represents at the utmost 
papers published throughout the length and breadth of our 


The semepectay ye on which all of the 

newspapers rely. It is of inestimable service 

cut off, if it is forbidden, the 

tures is almost impossible if 

Every great weekly hout the 

—_ as the a oe i i as reece 
ompanion, use thi ——_ t vastl 

os amen! aaa eee ese t 

e Government in 

Mr. Chairman, this balie anal eee 

foolish schemes that continuall 

which occupies itself with 

have u my desk a 

ently deliver to the 

binders, ink makers. 

one of whom sees in 

There are features of the bi 

that are scarcely less serious 

rected. One of these is the 

must be satisfied, before he 


to 
the like of which does not exist in the 
tan. Another is the provision that news agents 
lowed to return to news agents or publishers unsold periodicals 
publications except at the third-classrate. This provision 
existing law, and would operate to drive thousands of news 
ers out of employment and greatly to eurtail the circulation of 
every weekly journal and monthly magazine. The bill abounds 
with crudities and absurdities that are conceived in deplorab) 
ignorance of the ruinous results they would have upon 


business. 
The House ought not to this bill. The Government's , 
alsting peri ests: 
as well as ne pers at the lowest 
the most civi agencies that were ever employed for the 
Ter pocress cottage in tho aouaney- sit es tabacasen al aaaemina 
poorest cottage in country treasures 
lates, withont the slightest Sonsthiop the tieneary, 
P . Wi e slig assurance > 
would be to deny to the people sources of pleasure and of informa- 
necessary than beneficen 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentieman has used one hour and sev- 
enteen minutes of the time. 
The committee informally rose; and Mr. ‘HeNpERson having 
taken the chair as Speaker the Pres- 
y Mr. 
anno dent had on 
and signed bills of the following titles: 
, and purposes; ny 
making : t 


Mr. Chairman, of cire 
rate has been one of 
building of a nation. It ranks in its beneficent effect 
-school soy 
infinite entertainment. To take the 
tion which are no less t. ee 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
@ message 
ident of the United States, DEN, one of his secretaries, 
that the i December 22, 1896, 0 
An act (H. R. 9473) of 
eo mang 
30, 1897, and for prior years, and for other purposes. 


and handle Comfort’s edition, but to do so you must lose at least | th 


$12,500. It does not look as though there could be a Jarge net 
saving on that transaction. 

The gentleman from California has read you the names of a num- 
berof newspapers that approve this bill. He has had the indorse- 
ment of a newspaper association. I undertake to say that that 
newspaper association is not widely representative. It is entirely 
respectable, responsible, and excellent as far it goes. But you must 
understand that it is composed of daily newspapers, and daily 
new ers are not the ones which this bill hits materially. It 
does hit them in denying the sample-copy privilege to some extent, 
but not materially. The daily newspaper is pr nted in cities 
where everybody knows of the publication and where it does not 


But I shall not start, sir, to consume the few minutes of time 
allotted to me with this branch of discussion. I shall take up 
first the economic idea that is involved in it—the qr a’ 
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of 8 cents per pound for carrying it to its people; and what does it 
get in return for it? If the Postmaster-General is to be believed, 
the Government gets 8} mills a pound for carrying, and pays out 
8 cents for carrying. Why, if we do business enough of thatsort 
in this country, it would not take us long to bankrupt the Treas- 
ury—paying at the rate of 8 cents a pound for distributing this 
stuff. and getting back 8} mills a pound for it. I call attention 
to this fact—the report of not only Mr. Wilson, but Mr. Bissell 
and Mr. Wanamaker—that in their opinion, if it were not for this 
extra tax levied by this second-class matter, the postal service 
would be self-sustaining. As it is, we have an annual deficit 
of something over $8,000,000, which is to be made up from the 
Treasury. 

Now, it is for you gentlemen to say whether it is just to tax 
the whole people, whether it is right to tax the masses at this 
rate, simply to sustain these gentlemen in publishing their ‘‘ serial 
libraries” composed largely of such works as If the Devil Came 
to Chicago, and If Christ Came to Congress? [Laughter.] 

Mr. Chairman, I find that there are other things in the Post- 
master-General’s report that I would like to discuss, but which 
I shail have to pass over for want of time. I will, however, call 
attention to some more of these figures, The total amount of mat- 
ter is, in round numbers, 349,000,000 pounds, which, at 8 cents a 
pound for transportation, costs $27,920,000. The revenue received, 
at 8} mills a pound, is $2,966,403, showing a loss on transportation 
alone of nearly $25,000,000. Now, what are you going to do with 
the statement of the gentleman from New York [ Mr. Quica] that 
there is no loss from this source, and that there can not be a saving 
of the two millions, or of more than $1,000,000? Which are you 
going to accept, the statement of the gentleman from New York 
cr the statement of the man whose official duty it is to inform him- 
self about these questions, and who has the ability to be informed 
about them? 

i call attention now to some statements made by Mr. Wana- 
snaker upon this subject. It is not only Postmaster-General Wil- 
son who has been struggling to get rid of this wrong, this impol 
sition upon the people of this country, but also Postmaster-Genera- 
Wanamaker and Postmaster-General Bissell. All three of these 
Postmasters-General have been calling attention to this evil and 
appealing to Congress torelieve the Department of this wrong. I 
call it a wrong because I believe it is a wrong, and I believe that 
if I had time I could demonstrate that it is a wrong. Here is 
what Mr. Wanamaker says about the carrying of these cheap 
books and the discrimination that is made in their favor: 

iret. " o ilege of lo : -covere 

woke wate antttiensinn tthe sebibiesnat- ah pine masen We all bees 
that unnumbered thousands of books are issued every year in this country 
bound in cloth, leather, or some other substantial form of binding. There 
are also many ‘books published with paper covers, the publishers of which 
make no pretense of issuing them as parts of a series or library of publica- 
tions, they having the fairness to issue them under their true name—books. 
Now, why should there be any discrimination against these books, either 
bound or unbound? Why should they be taxed, for carriage by mail, 1 cent 
for every 2 ounces, while those that come under what are called the serial 
class go throngh for a centa pound’? There are, indeed, actual instances of 
the same book precisely, issued with paper covers, but by different pub- 
lishers, in the one case charged but a cent a pound and in the other eight 
times that amount. These distinctions are manifestly absurd and unjust, 
and while they operate advantageously to one class of publishers they are 
harinful to another. 

I say so, too. Why should there be any discrimination against 
books? And I want the man on this floor who is able to give a sat- 
isfactory answer to that inquiry of Mr. Wanamakertodoso. Why 
should there be a posial rate of 8 cents a pound upon a book witha 
cloth back while there is a charge of only 1 cent a pound on these 
paper-covered publications? Can any gentleman tell why? I 

use for an answer. If there is any reason for discrimination, it 
is the other way. I believe the man whois trying to accumulate a 
library for himself and his family shou!d be encou , Tather than 
the fellow whois dealing in this cheap paper-back literature which 
is poisoning the youth of theland to-day. [Applause.] Mr. Wan- 
amaker puts the question in such a “ to appeal to every 
man who o this bill to answer it, but no man has yet re- 
sponded. e gentleman from New York [Mr. Quica] occupied 

e floor for an hour and a half this morning talking to this com- 
mittee, and he doubtless has read Mr. Wanamaker’s presentation 
of this question and has been impressed with the injustice and the 
inequality of the existing law, and he did not undertake to answer. 

Let me call attention now briefly to what Mr. Wanamaker said 
with reference to this class of literature: 

There are many novels of that class which every librarian who has an 


regard for of the community deplores the existence of, nove 
which depict, sometimes in the most seductive, sometimes in the most repul- 
i ts the decline and fall of woman—novels in which, where there is 


nd where there is not an adultery 

there is 4 seduction, and ve . Now, what kind of 
literature is that to bring in to be put forth the thou- 
1, and scattered all over your country, to exclusion, or at least to the 
prejudice, of decent and elevating literature? 


What kind of literature is that to bring into the domestic circle 
b 
[ 
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these cheap rates of postage? The gentleman from New York 
- Qvice} endeavored to impress this House with the idea 
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that nearly everybody is opposed to 
been in Congress for six years and d 
upon the Post-Office Committee. 
emanated from that committee, but among th 
never known one in which so great an interest was manifested 
the people of the country as has been exhibited in favor 
thisbill. If you go into our committee room, you will see stacks 
letters there from presidents of colleges, from from busi 
ness men, from newspaper men, from every of good citizens 
appealing to this Congress to pass this bill. I have some of those 
letters before me, but I have time to call attention to only one. 
How much time have I remaining, Mr. Chairman? 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman hastwo minutes remaining, 
Mr. KYLE. In that time I desire to call attention to one letter 
signed by Governor Matthews, in which he says: 
Aside from the ble sa to 
rood conmaeeied tas telieved® wenn te of daria 
c by the passage of the Loud bill, which is the pending bill. 


| I have another from Mr. David K. Goss, superintendent of 
_ schools, Indianapolis, in which he makes this appeal for the dear 
| young people of our country. He says: 


lam sure that every school-teacher in the land will if 
passes what is called the Loud bill, for one of its Sih to aeek ee 
| privilege of second-class rates to the publishers 
| questionable literature, an evil of monstrous 
been corrected man 
my desire to see the 


nage 3 ; 


't, the moral 
to the pub- 


years ago. My inte 
overnment dissolve 


a class of publications that depends almost entirely upon the young for pur- 
chasers, and I speak advisedly w declare 


I 
ous element in society to-day than the bad influence of 
class referred to, for they give the young incorrect 
life and its duties, and have tw many an honest boy career 
who would otherwise have been a useful and respected 
doubt whether im mes rate of &cents Syeust on these publications 
their sales, still it discontinue a use of 
mail system of the country and free it from its in Se 


e 
aid in the circulation of a literature that appeals only to the baser 
of human nature. 


resolutions in favor of this bill. Not only 
newspaper association known as the Agricul 
tion, which met in convention and indorsed this bill and appealed 
to Congress to pass it. The President of the United States has 
called the attention of C to it and suggested that some 
remedial legislation ought to be had. The Postmasters-General of 
the country have called attention to the evil and said that 
to be stopped. And, gentlemen, where does the opposition 
come from? 

Here the hammer fell.] 

. LOUD. I yield the gentleman five minutes more. 


This association, says the opposition, comes 


facturers of white paper; next, the —— of ee. 
novels; and third, those interested in sale and ibution of 
such matter as paper-covered novels. 

Mr. COX. Suppose the book the eman has exhibited here, 
which goes as second-class matter, and which I think is justl 
subject to his criticism, were bound in cloth, what postage w 


it pay? F 
itr, KYLE. It would go at the rate of 8centsa pound. Under 
the present sees 3 a8 at the d rate. 
Now, Mr. aT hawe not thon ta tia Repaaiastiaaiiinh 
me, to take up another branch of this discussion. I will 
cali attention to the complaint made by the president of a Western 
university. Hecalls attention to the factthat these serial libraries, 
which we have been talking about, pass the mails at the 


und rate, while the publications emanating 
rhich are devoted to sclenti&e subjects, can not through ee 
mails ex at a higher rate. Why? do not get in 
under the law which requires that the publication shall 
periodically as many as four times a year, shall issue froma 
ae a tion, shall be numbered consecutively, Yet, 
use these other men are to take advantage of the lib- 
a eee eee ae , while he is unwilling to 
do so, they may exercise a privilege he or his institution can 
not. You may take this paper-covered book and send it-to any 
of this country at the pound rate; but if 
‘hs teller ie ca taeetee ts 
e you must pay cen 
is, Mr. Chairman, as was remarked 


is, é 
have stood qaiety by and this 
up 


‘ Leia henumet folk} hi . 
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; having taken 
meee 
ree 


to Ella D. Cross; 
military record of Peter Buckley; 


W. Taylor; 
R. 8118) granting a pension to Margaret A. Kidwell; 


R. 2828) for the relief of Patrick Rainey. 
The message also announced that the Senate had passed the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

That the Secretary be directed to furnish to the House of Repre- 
santa timnonts of the Senate to the bill CH, R i2sl) entitied<an act for the re- 
restore him to his former rating.” 
also announced that the Senate had passed without 


and unclassified parts of the executive civil service 
The message certinteunsitidint a Be te had passed without 
announ na withou 
A bill it R. 7000} to coos at ile to Mrs. Keturah Wil 
F grant a pension rs. ilson, 
Witewn’ deceased; 


James , 
on to Samuel D. Gilman; 
of pension to Mrs. Anna 


H. R. 5710) granting a pension to Eleanor L. Curtiss; 
(HL. R. 8800) granting s pension to George William 
H. R. 8398) for the relief of Augusta Tuller; 

R. sii} for the relief of Samuel Burrell; 

R. 1511) for the relief of Lydia Boynton Ferris; and 
R. 158) granting a pension to Mary Collins. 

SECOND-CLASS MAIL MATTER. 

The committee resumed its session. 
Mr. in eat eee am = nena ss the 
passage 0: because diminish the public expenditures, 
and because it will destroy a privilege enjoyed by a few, for 
the enone poe ngethen = reason — poe ven. It 2 
unquestionably true uring past years w revenues 0: 
the Government were abundant some national expenses have been 


other benefit should result from the present condition of business 
a and from these times when the expenses of the Govern- 
ment exceed its receipts, good may result from a closer scrutiny of 
public appropriations. 

I wish to call attention, in the first instance, to the great oppor- 
tunity under our laws for extravagant expenditure and 
unjust , due to the fact that there are four classes 
of postal matter, carried according to different rates. First- 
class matter ro cards; goes at 32 cents a 

fs in view the fact @ maximum is fixed, and the 
weight of the package does not usually equal that maximum, the 
Government from first-class matter is, accordi 


Wedel; 
A bill ( 
A bill 


oi 
a 


ter known as fourth-class matter, com general merchan- 
dise of divers kinds in : 4 pounds in weight, 
for which there is a< of 16 cents pound. Next comes 
bulbs have also been Leche wake beleg:® onnte - 
ra 
Then for second-class matter, ios aud vert - 
Gnceainaaet anemia tol saaeeuak’ Yet f : 
centa i et 
aga de ce 
com: the same 

out distinction. And, indeed, Mr. Chairman, the danger of dis- 
lisnite of the Unfeed States at the same tice charges a cer- 
wei oete Sicesy © Totter oe 0 from one place to another 

the limits of the same p, it no more to 
carry it 4,000 miles, or to far-off Alaska. But railway and 
steamship companies, carrying the mails to their ordi- 





So it will be observed that the — greatest care should be exer- 
in allowing to any class of matter any special privilege, 
suse there is the gravest danger of discriminating and 
Post-Office ent in extrav. t expenditures. 
mt was made bythe gentleman from New York [Mr. 
it does not e very much difference, even if the 
ed as mail matter is greatly increased, because there 
is a scale of charges, and as the quantity increases 
there is a diminution of the rate paid for its carriage. 


volvin 
the ° 


The 
Quica] 


Now, that 
———, if it establishes anything, proves too much. It proves 
we ht as well carry as of the work of the Post-Office 


express matter and freight to an unlimited weight. 

there are two conclusive answers to the argument of the 
tleman. In the first place, we have no guide to know what the 

ion of mail matter of any kind will cost except the 

average price, which up to this time will be found to be 8 or 8 
cents a pound on every ae. Second-class mail matter pays 
but 1 cent a pound; so that there is a manifest loss of 7 or 7} cents 


a _— on every package of this class. 
the second nae, when the weight of mail. matter carried 


reaches a fixed amount, there is no decrease in rates on any quan- 
tity in excess of that. This fixed amount or maximum, as I now 
recollect it, is 5,000 pounds per day by any one route. Now, all 
the leading routes by which the bulk of second-class matter is 
carried haul a quantity far in excess of the maximum fixed, and 
would carry such excess if everything was excluded which this 
bill seeks to exclude. Consequently the costof carrying any par- 
ticular kind of mailable stuff, whether its admission to the mails 
tends to increase the te quantity carried or not, does not 
fall materially below the average cost. 

Now, what are the defects which have been found in the present 
postal system? First. I will say, the carrying of unbound books 
as periodicals. A sufficient reason why this practice should be 
discontinued is the incongruity and, I may say, the absurdity of 
itscontinuance. Weall know what is meant by the word “ period- 
ical.” It is anewspaper or publication having to do with current 
events or with subjects of presentinterest:. Itis not like areprint, 
for example, of the works of Shakespeare or Dickens, but it is 
something which adds to the stock of literature already in exist- 
ence. Nor is it properly a publication of that sensational class 
issued by many of the book-publishing establishments of the 
country. 

A few specimens selected at random from the titles of some of 
these so-called periodicals which are circulated as second-class 
matter at this cheap rate will enable us to judge exactly what 
they are. Among them we find Diamond Dick's Ride for Life. 
That is one of the ‘educational documents” which our friends 
say should be sent throughout the country. Diamond Dick’s 
Pat Hand, The Black M . Gentleman Joe in Pittsburg, The 
James Boys and the President’s Special, and books of like charac- 
ter; and here is one author who has a taste for alliteration, Cool 
Chris, the Crystal Sport, and so on. 

But it is hardly necessary to quote titles to show the character 
ofthese books. The inevitable tendency among publishers who 
enjoy this doubtful privilege. and who, under an unnatural con- 
struction of the law, are enabled to transact business in this unu- 
sual manner, must be to send out books of a lower grade. 

Thea ent has also been made that the so-called return privi- 
lege should continue. Everyone knows whatthatis. A hundred 

ies of amagazinearesent out toanewsdealer. The news dealer 

, Say, 10 copies. Under the present law he may send back to 
a news agent, who is practically the publisher himself, the other 
90 copies at a cent a pound, although it costs the Government 8 
cents a pound. Now, for this, I submit, there is no justification. 
There may be an excuse for a low rate on what the people do read, 
but is there any justification for these low rates on those period- 
icals which the le do not read? 

Mr. COX. r. Chairman, will the gentleman yield to me for 
one moment for information? 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. When they send out these periodicals to news dealers 
and a number are sold, is there anything in the law prohibiting 
the sending of those numbers out again at the same rate? 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. I fancy not. 

Mr. COX. They send them back again? 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. Those which are not sold can be sent 
elsewhere. 

Mr. COX. They send them out again? 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. They could do so. 

Mr. COX. They goonut hunting a market, then, in which to sell 
them? They may send them Saal to the same place? 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. It would be a violation of the spirit of 
the law to send them back tothe same place, but there is certainly 

tion on their goirg elsewhere. 
crucial test as to whether this Government ought to continue 
these low rates is to. ask yourselves whether we would be willin 
to pass a bill for the printing gratis of these different kinds o 
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matter going as second-class periodicals. A publisher who 
strongly opposes the passage of this bili says: 

A very im t fact, which should not be lost sight of, is that in very 
many Cases bliskers do not receive from consumers more than 10 cents 
per pound for literature. 

Yet this literature, counting the cost for handling, which should 
be added to the cost for transportation, costs the people of the 
United States, according to reliable estimates, 14 cents a pound, 
and it would be cheaper for this Government, at its own Printing 
Office or by private contract, to print these so-called periodicals 
for 10 cents a pound and give them away than it is to give them 
access to the mails under the present system. Ido not believe a 
bill proposing the printing of this material is by the Govern- 
— would have a dozen votes, and per not one, in this 

ouse. 

Passing to the next great abuse under the mt system. It 
is that of the sample copy. Now, I do not believe we will any of 
us object to the sample copy, if restricted to its proper use, for 
which it was ae intended, namely, that of sending out 
copies of bona fide publications, so that persons may judge of 
their merit and decide whether to subscribe or not. But the 
trouble is an abuse has grown up from this system which can not 
be separated from its legitimate use. One single periodical sends 
out monthly, under the sample-copy privilege, 1,250,000 vopies. 
It is not a ne per. It is a travesty to call itsuch. There are 
many similar sheets. It appears from the report of the Pgst- 
master-General that the increase during six years in newspapers 
entered for circulation at the post-office as second-class matter 
was 24,304, but the actual number of periodicals which during 
that time obtained standing in the newspaper directory was 3,747. 
So, as Postmaster-General Bisse ll stated, only 15 per cent of those 
included under the designation of second-class matter were legiti- 
mate newspaper publications. 

These go in enormous quantities. They are a cheap advertising 
medium. They are sent indiscriminately over the country. Ad- 
vertisers, realizing the fact that they go in the mail almost for 
oe and are scattered far and wide, are willing to pay large 
prices for the privilege of advertising in their columns. And 
right here I wich ish to pay attention to ae paeenenne made 
in favor of.this sample-copy privilege. It is clai that while 
these copies are carried at a loss to the Government, yet the Gov- 
ernment makes up for the loss in other ways. It is said that let- 
ters come to the publisher of the sample copy. He offers prizes. 
Al of which stimulates the post-office business. To that a suffi- 
cqent answer is, that there is ~~ so much money that the people 
of this country have to spend. There is just so much business 
they can transact, and they will transact just as much business, 
write just as many letters, and pay attention to a great deal bet- 
ter class of advertisements, if this business of advertising is re- 
stricted to the itimate newspa’ and the ordinary way of 
doing business. deed, there will be an improvement, because 
with the pease responsibility and degree of care which must be 

y 


exercised regular ne per in regard to matter in its col- 
umns, there will be a Maher a potent, and money will be invested 
in a better way. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, some other objections are made to the pas- 
sage of this bill. One which I see stated is that it will prevent 
the sendi 


of m after the expiration of a term of sub- 
scription, ase the bill describes a subscriber toa — as one 
who “‘ voluntarily orders and pays for the same.” That clearly 
is not a correct interpretation of the proposed law. It has been 
, decided by the Post-Office Department, according to my under- 
standing, that a subscriber who receives a paper after the expira- 
tion of his term of subscription is voluntarily receiving that 
periodical. Until he comes to the post-office and states that he 
wishes it no longer, he is counted a subscriber. So there is no 
objection to this law in that ~ en But in ~~. event there can 
be no objection made to the a ‘or no one wishes 
to subscribe for a newspaper unless he so voluntarily. 

Now, as to the statement that the of this bill will throw 
out of employment hundreds and thousands of There is 
always such an appeal made in such cases. Then, too, the claim 
is made that the people will be deprived of good reading. They 
may exercise more discrimination, but they will have just as good 
reading. I do not believe that the number of publications, the 
amount of printing, the number of men employed, will be at all 
diminished under the proposedlaw. The present method is not a 
rational way to do business; and when we shut off these objec- 
tionable classes of matter, we will be better off by reason of this 
7 and we will be more prosperous than under the present 

ime, 

One word in conclusion. It must be very clear to everyone 
familiar with the course of things in this House that there is 
always a certain degree of inertia in the way of legislation. 
Wrongs may go unrighted, salutary reforms may not be adopted, 
avenues may be pointed out for increase in individual and national 
prosperity which are not taken advantage of because of the hesi- 





as if a ~were to be done. 

If the public £ aiuiniehea 
be accomplished, I do not believe this House bett to 
this 7 eo bite serv- 
for all. nr =e 


ee . . 
Pn ooee. ow much time does the gentleman from Cali- 


Mr. JOHNSON of California. Nota very largeamount—twenty 


ur “—; ’ desire to limit the gentleman. I yield 
° ° ave no ¢ 
half an hour to from 


the gentleman California. 
Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Chairman, there is an old 


adage that “fools rush in where angels fear to tread.” 1 
sume that will be exemplified in my case when I attempt to take 
part in this debate and meet those gentlemen on the sesame} 


whose man en alee the question have. 
san to tes a eae. ’ 





and 
comers 


i of 
the people of the Uuited Statos im megerd to debctonies fn the 
sevens 


the Committee on “s _ 
ot ceomnaed tment eat 


y; Daniel who has come to (I 
am proud the State of California has who 
has given us such a jidement, if he can back it up)—aecording 
to him, all on netien-sgde a is 


uently during the —if going to this 
Jomnation ‘ and otherwise, because we can 
not pay our debta as they come due, why on earth do we not take 
this measure that the from California has 
offered us, and, by simply passing a innocent bill of this kind, 


geWarate rt neice lace 
a des tae aces Cones . their door, 


ter. 
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heard of that before? And myfriend from Mi 
has at last awakened to the 


here six years, and he never 
subscribe to some of these 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I am nothing but a poor backwoods coun- 
try lawyer, yet I have learned in the few years that I have prac- 
ticed law in the small towns and villages of California that you 
—_ pass any number of laws that = choose in regard to crime 

e. 


yet you never can prevent cr You can punish crime; 

= ‘make men perhaps think twice before they commit it, 
of the punishment which they will receive. But you can 

not prevent crime. No more can you prevent the sending of bad 
books through the mail. I venture the assertion that bad books 
were sent through the mail before the era of this Committee on 
‘the Post-Office and Post-Roads. I venture to assert that bad books 
‘were sent through the mail long before any agitation had been 
in the United States for a change of the postal laws. 

books will go through the mails forever and ever. 

Lam old enough to remember when there was a crusade against 
other books going through the mails; and I have read books—I 
dislike to admit it, because perhaps it will be said hy men who 
favor this bill that Iam not a good judge of books—but i have 
read books by Fiel and by Smollett that now, under the new 
order of things, would not be allowed to be sent through the 
mails—at least, objecticn would be made. Yet those works rank 
among the classics of England. Men’s minds change, and they 
may c in reference to books as well as other things. 

t there are good books going through the mails. Literature 
is being disseminated cheaply. I dissent entirely from the view of 
my learned friend from Ohio as to the reprinting of old books. I 
say for one that, in my judgmeut, the reprinting of the English 
classics, the reprinting of the works of Bulwer, and Dickens, and 
Scott, and thesending of such books through the mails at reduced 
prices, so that the poor — may read them, is not an evil, but 
a = good to the people. 

beg pardon for speaking of ‘‘the people” or for intimating that 
they ought to receive any consideration at the hands of the gen- 
tleman from California [Mr. Loup], because in the next House [ 
shall not be permitted to speak of ‘‘the peopie;” and when [ speak 
of them now it is through a lapsus linguz, because it is true, as 
the gentleman so kinilly informed the House, that I shall not be in 
the next House. Moreis the pity forthenext House. [Laughter. | 
But at the same time I am a member of the present Howse; anc 
inasmuch as I am one of the people, I ~— be we gs for saying 
that I believe you can not bring those English classics too 
close to the people nor make them toocheap. And when you can 
buy a set of the works of Charles Dickens for 25 cents or less per 
volume by reason of the operation of the present postal laws of the 
United States, I say the good that will be done to the people of this 
country by reason of their being able to purchase the works of 
Dickens at such a om outweighs all the damage that may be done 
to ae the peop e by the dissemination of all the bad books that 
may be circulated. If people want to get bad books, they will get 
them; if they want to read vicious literature, they will read it; 
and you can not pass laws which will prevent it. 
, sir, I have sometimes heard talk against sumptuary laws. 
I have heard geutlemen—Republicans, Democrats, and Populists 
alike—ani vert at length upon sumptuary laws, contending 
that no such laws should be passed; that the people ought to be 
allowed in such matters to doas they please. Yet here we are 


he | called upon, it seems to me, to enact sumptuary legislation. We 


subscribed, for instance, 
, he would have found that out 


are called upon here to protect the peopl: against themselves—to 
tect them having literature sent to them that may 
uch andinjurethem. I have faith in the plain people of the 
land. I have faith that they will not be injured by the literature 
which may be sent out under present !aws. So it seems to me 
that the argument urged in favor of this bill, that we should pre- 
vent the dissemination of bad books, falilstothe ground. The dis- 
semination of bad books will continue, because wherever there is 
a demand for bad books there will bea supply. But it seems to 


the | me that the dissemination of good books under such legislation as 


presented by 

5 man whom I have 
eee Set 
their speeches wherein they de- 
a seat in the Cabinet for 
my friend from 
Wanamaker to show that we 


quote from that 
of the 
rather I ane bond 
nounced him as @ man who had 
$400,000; yet now this 


vote for this bill. 





is proposed here may largely be interfered with, because to get 
a costs money; and in order to have them furnished to 
ple at cheap rates we must continue to give the publishers 

of books the same privileges that they now enjoy. But the 
real reason for this bill—the real object of the bill, I may say, or 
the real argument which gentlemen have offered in its favor—is 
by the report made by the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads itself; and for the information of the committee, 
be permitted, I will read from that very report to show 

why Imake that remark. On page 3 of the report I find this 


lal 


There is much maudli: sentiment :wnong many of our people about the 
ce Department. Many compure it with the war and naval estab- 
lishmentsand say it should not be run for profit or even to pay expense of 
operation, but should be supported by taxation and run in the interest of 
and for the . Toour mind, however, there is no comparison; the one 
‘is for the of the nation as a whole; noone individnal needs their pro- 
tecting arm more than another, and all are taxed according to their means 
for its support. The Post-Office Department is an accommodation to the 
greet mass of our people, but not an nbsolute necessity; private meanscould 
or better, be adapted to the transmission of our mails, and, in the 
Opinion of the writer of this report—and that opinion is formed after many 
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ears of practical and theoretical experience in postal affairs—could be so 
eae mae more cheaply, with quicker dispatch and better satisfaction to 
the people. 


There is the meat of the whole thing. There is the occasion for 
this bill. It is an insidious attack on the Post-Office Department 
of the country. It is the beginning of the agitation that you 
shall take the post-office from the nation and put it into the hands 
of private individuals. And Icongratulate the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads that they have the courage to avow 
their desire to put into private hands that which I for one deem 
should be left for all time in the hands of the National Govern- 
ment, 

Mr. Chairman, I read that report of the committee, and I read 
it carefully, and when I found that sentence in it Tread it over 
two or three times, and became convinced that it was my duty, 
and it was the duty of every member of this House, to vote 
against the bill if he believes in the United States Government 
managing the post-office; if he believes in the United States carry- 
ing on the communication between its own citizens in ail parts 
of this broad land. If = are in favor of taking the Post-Office 
Department from the National Government and giving it into 
the hands of private individuals, all right; vote for the bill. If, 
on the contrary, you are in favor of keeping the post-office in the 
hands of the nation, then vote against it. 

For one I believe in the Post-Office Department. I believe it 
ought to be kept in the hands of the National Government. I 
believe it to be an advantage to the nation—to the advantage of 
all of our people. I disagree entirely with the report of the com- 
mittee. I believe, in opposition to the report, that the Post-Office 
Department is an absolute necessity to the people, and that the 
business can be better conducted through the Department than in 
any other possible way. So believing, Mr. Chairman, I shall vote 
against this bill. I believe it to be wrong in re and wrong 
in practice to admit at this time, at this age, and in this genera- 
tion that such a change should be made. am opposed to put- 
ting the opening wedge into legislation which will serve to sever 
the Post-Office Department from the fostering care and protecting 
arm and supervision and control of the United States Government. 
Sc long as our Post-Office Department is conducted by the United 
States, it will do well. The moment we put it in the hands of 
private individuals trouble ensues—trouble to the writer and 
trouble to the receiver of the letter. Trouble on all hands will 
follow. Therefore, that reason alone ought to be sufficient, it 
seems to me, to justify any member in oe against the passage 
of such a bill asthis. We must vote against it unless some stron 
reason, unless, indeed, potent reasons shall arise and be stated, 
other than were told about ba:’ books going through the mails, 
for its support, 

My friend from Colorado, 2 BELL that usually sounds true when 
struck in the interest of the people, even though a Populist, has 
handed me a memorandum and called my attention to the fact 
that the law now prohibits the sending through the mails of 
vicious literature, some of that class presented by the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. Kyte]. It is even now denied the right of 
seers through the mails. I frankly confess that I am not as 

amiliar with the law as I ought to be. I frankly confess that I 

resume the chairman of the committee and the committee itself 

now. or at least think they do, very much more about the matter 
than I do, and they have said that the law in this report was suf- 
ficient at the present time. On page 4 ox their own report they 
claim it is sufficient now. But inasmuch as that information 
smanated from that committee, I was afraid I ought to take it 
in a Pickwickian sense, and understand that they meant some- 
thing a little different from what they did say in their report, 
because I can not conceive that any set of men would come into 
the House, and in one breath say that the law ought to be amended 
in order to prevent the sending through the mails of vicious books 
and literature of that character, and in the next breath declare 
that the law was sufficient as it is now to prevent the very thing 
that they ask to have prevented. But if it be true that the law 
does prevent it as at present constituted, and a friend from 
Colorado says it does—if that is true (and I dilute the security of 
the statement; I weaken, in other words, the citation, and do not 
strengthen the precedent when I say that even the committee's 
report indorses the proposition of the ee from Colorado) 
[‘aughter]; if it be true that the present law is sufficient, and that 
under it the vicious publications, the literature of this class, is 
denied ission ugh the mails, in the name of common 
sense why do you want to change it? [Langhter.] 

Is it because of this great deficiency in the revenue? Is it 
because of the $8,000,000 per year that they say this Post-Office 
De ent costs? For one, I think the Post-Office Department 
should be carried on whether it makes money orloses money. I 
do not care a snap of my finger whether it costs the Government 
$185 to send a letter to Al as the gentleman from California 
[Mr. Loup] intimated. Ifwe have a United States citizen living 


with my learned friend from 
oats! be no privileged classes, 
this bill. 
They say that certain trade press associations have 
peek | hn i ; 1 nar ieee. in the 
eclared against i early ev 
United States of America; Sveuy cheaas & the United 
States. Where can you find better than M 
McCilure’s, the Cosmopolitan, and others I might name, 
are sold now for a dollar a year or 10 eS ee 
enabled to be sold at that cheap rate because of —_— given 
to them by the present liberal postallaws. Iam familiar with 
the facts connected with their circulation, but 1 understand that 
it increased from a few thousand to over a million by of the 
liberal operation of the laws. Whycut them Does any 
member of the P Committee that 
deprived of the right to rend thoes miageotsios @ hecanse ‘they 
deprived of the to ose : 
ae cheap? I donot know how the great newspapers Roe tek 
stand upon this question. I do know how one per stands 
upon it; that is the New York Tribune. A friend has sent me a 
copy of it; and in the New York Tribune I have found editorial 
after editorial against this bill, urging Congress to defeat it. 
not speak of that as a matter that should have much weight 
the members of this House. I regard it as a fatal confession 
weakness on the of the gentleman from California [Mr. Loup 
the chairman of this committee, and of his colleague, the gentle- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. KyL&], when they undertake to sa 
that the newspapers favor it. Who and what are the 
of this land that they should dictate to Congress? W Se 
and what are the newspapers that should say a law 
or a law is bad, and we should blindly accept dire 
ere is not a member o ngress, always 
man of the Post-Office Committee, but ian tos tom > 
by the ne pers, and when you were abused by them did you 
think that they were the ones entitled to tell you how to vote? 
{Laughter. | 
It seems to me that every measure should stand its own 
merits, and we should discuss it of what new. 
pers say, whether they affirm or deny its goodness, whether 
affirm or deny its wickedness; and, furthermore, that in deciding 
whether we support this bill we should ourselves, Have 
any reasons been assigned to justify us in changing the law? 
only reasons given, and a be summarized, are three: 
irst, that books go through the mails. 
That amounts to notion: 
Second, that there is expense atten it. 
bar as it seems to me, amounts ton , becanse of the good 
results. “ 
And third, that we would save $40,000, ie rene 
That I have, I think, already shown tobe a of the imagi- 
nation. : : 
Now, what is left of the bill? Why should we it? They 
Postmasters-Ge have the bint, The 
Postmaster-General and a 
master-General have recommended it. When 
become the law that the mere recommen of a 
entitled a bill to be passed thro Congress? I do 
as mg nang cin outer ta oan wala aieaniin 
only one and owin: some m 
Divine Providence, for which He knows the reason and I do 
I shall not be here again. _[Laughter.] In the short time that I. 
have been here I never have yet f it the law or the rule that | 


because a Cabinet officer recommended a bill, therefore it should | 
(Mr. SHERMAN) raised 


necessarily ; ; 
Mr. JOHNSON of California. Oh, now, don’t do that, Uncle 


The C 
J es! hter. # * J * 
“Th RMAN? ‘The Chair regrets to say that the time of 
the gentleman be ‘i, 


where did it 
Cabinet officer 


Mr 


? 
Mr. JOHNSON of California. Well, about five minutes more, 


I think. 

Mr. QUIGG. I yield to the gentleman five minutes. 

Mz, JOHNSON of Californian For what I have received Iam 
— For what I shal) receive I will be thankful. (Laugh 











ou read these books? 
shrink from the thought that you 


aed 

ow, the title of a book in itself amounts to 

the pleasantest books that any man here remembers is 
nation of Theron Wade. I Pg pec the tleman from New 
York {Mr. QuieG] has read it if anyone else has, and I presume 
a grea’ ae have read it. The title of that book would make us 
antagonize it; it is interesting, it is eloquent and instruct- 
ive. The title of book itself is not sufficient to condemn it. 
I admit that the title of the book If Christ Came to 
condemns that book without reading it; and it ought to be con- 
demned. nee. I admit that if we could a 

keep that and i uel, which has been advertised, 
the mails, that we would be doing right to pass it, even if we had 
to do bodily violence to the gentleman the reputed author of the 


But the question is as to whether the title of a book itself makes 
it bad. - I not think it does. The title of a book of itself does 
not make it bad. You must have waded thro books. 


think of what the chairman Committee on the ce 
Roads has suffered in behalf of the , whom he loves! 
He has waded hundreds and h and thousands of 


these bad books in order that he might be able to tell you that 
they were bad, and in order that you might vote for this bill to 
prevent others from . Itreminds me of astory of cholera 
times in New York, when the doctor said, “You must not eat 
=a or rhubarb pie;” and when the man of the house came 
one day and found a rhubarb pie, made in the old- 
fashioned style—and it makes my mouth water to think of it— 
he asked what it was, and when wife told him he said, ‘“Good 
God! wife, in these cholera times, are you to permit our 
dear, loved children to eat that rhubarb pie die of cholera? 
No, no; take it away; put it in the try; keep it there.” And 
they did so; and that evening, after the children had retired, true 
to duty as @ father, true to his duty as an American citizen, 
he went into the pantry, that pie was, and to save the lives 
of his innocent dren ate that pie . [Great laughter.] 
And so to-day, Mr. Chairman, the learned of the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads has read all these bad 
COREE ER EEI eta this bill in order that 
we —_ be saved from evil by his ious punishment. [Great 


la 
_Mr. LOUD. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Missis- 
sin simply to correct a statement. 

.K . Mfr. Chairman, I understood from the remarks of 
the gentleman from California—— 
Mr. JOHNSON of California. Which one? 
Mr. KYLE. Mr. Jonnson. (Continuing.) That he stated that 
Vin eaten aeee Mr. Wanamaker 
wi or a sea i 
Mr. JOBNGON of Caltfornic. If the gentleman so understood 
me, or if I said so, that was an error. I presumed that he, like 
0 Democrats, believed that. Of course, what a man intends to 
say and what he does say is frequently very different. [Great 


I accept the explanation. It is all satisfactory to 


me. 
\ ats ee 
i. BROMWELE Mr. Chairman, I feel a great deal of the 






same satisfaction that I presume a visitor to St. Louis did the day 
after fo awe IT am glad I did not come before the gentleman 
from ornia [Mr. JoHNson], and that I have the privilege of 

after him, so that I may have missed the cyclone with 
which he struck the other gentlemen on our side of this question. 

Now, I do not know what the particular relations are between 
the two distinguished gentlemen from California. The thin] 
veiled sarcasm of the last gentleman in his attack upon the bill 
would indicate that in order to have a consolidated and a united 
Republican party in the State of California the two gentlemen 
should get together. They have been accusing us in Ohio of being 
divided. I think that the Republican party in California, if the 
remarks of the gentleman who has just concluded are any index 
of the situation, ought to get together and harmonize their dif- 
ferences. 

Now, so far as any covert attack upon the chairman of the 
committee is concerned, I propose to make no defense, because I 
take it for granted that he is fully able to take care of himself; 
but so far as the attack made upon this bill is directed against the 
Post-Office Committee, of which I am a member, I propose to try, 
in my feeble way, to reply to some of the comments and criticisms 
that have been made, not only by the learned gentleman from 
California [Mr. Jounson], but by the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Quiea] who preceded him. 

To with, and for fear that I should overlook it, the gen- 
tleman from California [Mr. Jounson], referring to page 3 of the 
report, quoted the language of the chairman of the committee, in 
which he says it is his opinion, formed after many years of prac- 
tical and theoretical experience in postal affairs, that the trans- 
mission of the mails could be done more cheaply and with quicker 
dispatch and better satisfaction by private means than by the post- 
office authorities, and the gentleman seemed to think that he had 
discovered in that statement the colored individual in the wood 
pile so far as this bill is concerned. 

Upon that ground the gentleman charged the committee with 
ee to break down the Post-Office Department by bring- 
ing in and urging the passage of this bill. The gentleman 
appeared to t that we were engaged in an insidious attack 
upon the Post-Office Department in attempting to save for it an 
amount which has been variously estimated at from one to ten 
million dollars per annum, or even a largersum. It strikes me, 

; i , that the gentleman from California must be 
entirely unfamiliar with the history of the legislation that is pro- 
in this bill. He must be entirely unaware of the fact that 
1879 down to the present time there has been hardly a report 
made by any Postmaster-General of the United States, Republican 
or Democrat, which has not called attention to the evils which 
this bill attempts to correct, or has not made recommendations 
for their correction. If, therefore, the chairman of the Post- 
Office Committee, and the members of that committee, who have 
adopted this report, are engaged in an insidious attack upon the 
Department, equally guilty are Postmasters-General Wanamaker, 
Bissell, and the present Postmaster-General, Wilson. 

Again, the gen.leman from California [Mr. Jounson] says that 
we come here with our bill occupying a negative position, that we 
say in effect, ‘Prove that our bill is not a good bill,” and that 
we do not rely upon the positive merits of the bill itself. In other 
words, to use the gentleman’s own illustration, according to him 
we come into court and say “Here is our complaint; now let the 
defense prove that our allegations are not true.” If the gentle- 
man were aware, as he probably is not aware, of the hundreds 
and thousands of letters that have been mailed to the Post-Office 
Committee since the introduction of this bill, urging its passage, 
letters from business men, from the public press all over the 
country, even from the weekly newspapers which are supposed to 
be most injuriously affected by the bill—if the gentleraan could 
have seen and those communications, he would never have 
asked, ‘‘ What is the demand for this bill?’ The demand, sir, is 
universal, It comes from all classes of people and from all 
sections of the country. The bill is indorsed not only by the 
business men, the manufacturers, and others who by reason of 
frauds upon the postal service under the present law are com- 
pelled to pay more than their just proportion in the other grades 
of postage, but the indorsement co.xes also from the publishers of 


ae themselves, who, if any class are to be affected 
injuriously by the withdrawal of the privilege of sending sample 
ies, must be the class to suffer most. 
4 bas Will the gentleman—— 
Mr. BROMWELL. I decline to be interrupted. 
The from New York in his statement that every 


measure of this kind which had been brought before Congress had 
met with an unfavorable reception evidently overlooked the bill 
which was introduced in this House in 1890 by the distinguishe 

gentleman from Pennsylvania {[Mr. Bivenam], who was then 
ce Committee. In order that the House 


may see the action which was taken at that time upon that billl 
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_——. 


will occupy a moment in referring to the bill and also to the re- 


ri which was made upon it. On February 27, 1800, Mr. Bine- 
Zam introduced in this House— 


A bill (EL R. 7558) to fix the rate of postage on periodical publications con- 
taining the print or reprint of books. 

Be it enacted, etc., That from and after the of this act all pubtica- 
ticns pozpes tine to be issued Se and to subscribers, but which are 
merely beoks or reprints of whether they be issued ee or in 
parts, whether they be bound cr unbound, or whether they be sold by sub- 
scription or otherwise, when oifered for transmission by mail, shall be sub- 
ject to postege at the rate prescribed by law for third-class matter. 


The report on that bill was made April 7, 1890, by Mr. Buve- 


waM, the chairman of the committee. The opening paragraphs | the 


are as follows: 


The Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, having under considera- 
tion the bill (H. R. 7568) to fix the rate o° postage on periodical publications 
containing the print or reprint of books, submit the following report: 

A bill of like character the House of Re ‘tatives, Fiftieth Con- 
gress, and Mr. Blount of rgia submitted the following report. 

Then follows the report previously made by Mr. Blount. 

This report of the gentleman from Pennsylvania then goes on to 
quote the language of the Postmaster-General, on pages 43, 44, 45, 
and 46 of his report for 1889. 

The report further states: 

In letter under date of March 7, 1890, the Postmaster-General thus addresses 
the chairman of Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Then, after giving the letter of Postmaster-General Wanamaker, 
the report concludes: 


The committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


It seems, therefore, from the statement of this report that a bill 
of similar character to this was passed in the Fiftieth Congress, 
and that a similar bill was introduced, fathered, and favorably 
reported upon by the chairman of the Post-Office Committee, 
General BINGHAM. 

Now, the gentleman from California [Mr. Jonson] asks us to 
state the reasons why this bill should be passed. Those reasons 
have been given. I can add but little to the statement as already 
made. There are two reasons that stand out minent. Ina 
room adjacent to this Hall, the Committee on Ways and Means 
of this House are engaged day after day hearing from representa- 
tive business men of the country their views in regard to the 
revision of the tariff—a measure made absolutely necessary by the 
deficiency of the revenues under the present system, $39,000,000 
being the amount we are behind in receipts as compared with our 
expenditures for the fiscal year up to the present time. Taking 
in view this deficiency, it is proposed to increase the tariff duties, 
But, gentlemen, there is another way in which we can assist the 
revenues of the Government in addition to increasing the tariff. 
When a business man finds that he is ranning behind, he has the 
choice of two methods of improving his standing; one is to increase 
the receipts of his business if possible; the other is to cut down, 
if ible, its expenses. Both of these means are available to us. 

e hope shortly after the 4th of March of this year to enact a 
bill which shall increase the receipts of the Government: but it is 
none the less the duty of this House before the 4th of March, if 
possible, to assist in this good work of cutting off this deficit by a 
ge 2; economy—a cutting down wherever it can properly be done 

n the expenses of the Government. 

I aa not mee ey ae a anaes he be — if eae 
passed be placed at $1,000,000 or $40,000,000. The principle is the 
same. If we can save $1,000,000 to this Government by the pas- 
sage of this bill, it is our duty to do it. Gentlemen get - on the 
floor of this House and oppose the payment of the just debts of 


this Government in the way of war claims and other just obliga- 

tions. When the amount is only a few hundred doliars, they 

debate and argue; the — hours ia opposition to the payment 
v 


of just claims against the ernment; oat oe ng a dem 
idly by and permit, or even directly to te, the continuance of 
an abuse in the postal system which year after year takes from the 
revenues of the Government not merely a few hundrei or a few 
ange care but a The an pwr is first on 
ground of economical management t-Office Depart- 
ment. Bxrt, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, there 
is = very much higher duty than even that of economy; there is 
a higher duty than the mere saving of dollars and cents to the 
Government, and that is the duty we owe, so far as the question 
of these serial novels is concerned, at any rate of transmission 
through the mails, to the morality of the youth of this country. 
The gentleman from California [Mr. Jonnson] may ridicule the 
idea that these novels are the means of transmitting immorality 
to the youth of our land. He says the transmission of one cheap 
— of ee novels enema te ae at one cheap -— 
postage more than compensates for °Suanowe one by the 
transmission of the innumerable immoral novels that are sent to 
all parts of our land. But I say to youthatone human soul saved 
is worth all of the intellectual devel of the human mind 
that can be gathered by the use of Dic ’s novels or the reading 
of Thackeray’s novels or any other of the standard authors of the 


to 
mails at the 1 cent a pound rate 
value, he says: 


22 
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Out of the entire 69 there is not onebook that youor Iwould| Mr. BROMWELL. I understand it was against the law, and 
to see in our households. . ae ca a 
as ts Seg a grand Mr. ee ene seatien matin ds in gantientieny Sf he 

class. . enforced, 2- was guilty violating 
ae ee ad darned The law Mr. BROMWELL. Possibly he may have been; I do not know. 
. atten nual books T intended ~~ as ae illustration a hw Suet the omen ener 

taining obscene matter, law, as construed “i am here saying 6 wo not make himse 
—— ‘ond by the Attorney-General, does not thi htt ee the laws. I do not know what the circumstances 
areas ved tek ane ie were as to that; but in his affidavit he stated that on the basis of 
as those containing obscenity. 7,000 subscription list he was able to send out 100,000 papers, 
ounaa acme ‘of the Past Oiflice Cowmaitane, Elon. Jobn * CANNON But eee cart against the | 

- ” © iaw. 
see found Mr. BROMWELL. Undoubtedly it is. 

Mr. CANNON. Does my friend think it is safe to repeal a law 

























3 ial in i al results because some 
Fourthly. ie chown above, carries with | that some believe is beneficial in its gener, 
circulation at she nstion. of very vicious individual has violated that law? 

cae of says m shed and wf = the alien the ms MT believe in title Poe Onin 
: : ’ answer way: ieve that this Post-Office 

wide ai lor wi ee ake ite. Department ought to be managed, if possible, in its different 
* sc g F the of novelists as branches so as to itsexpenses. I believe that the sample-copy 
oes , is anes — — —— eee exists; and 1t — 
=, ‘many which librarian who has me, from information we can get, a reason why the 
regard for the ae Community” deplaren omens ah, novels privilege ought to be withdrawn. Do I answer the 
nent Samateliers, ool chews ope snadultersthere | Mr. C M. ‘The gentleman snswers by giving one of the 
- ina seduction, wang Sueguentiy Mamoane what of liter- | means of cn down the deficiency, or of wiping out the defi- 
= ha - Tae ee os eg ciency; but I point the gentleman to one other very impor- 
srejudien, attest ant cieuntinge : tant consideration. For instance, in each county a paper goes 


absolutely free of postage. In every county of the United States, 
as I understand, a — published in that county has the fraak- 

privilege. Now, if the gentleman does not interfere with that, 
as I understand his bill, I would like to have him say so. 

Mr. BROMWELL. I will answer the gentleman by saying 
that if the expenses of the Post-Office Department can be brought 
within its income oe off serial publications alone, then I 
would be willing to have —- copies go out so far as that could 
‘be done without entailing additional expense; and if it became 
me to curtail the e by curtailing the sample copies, 
I wo cut them off; and if it required additional economy to 
bring the of the Post-Office Department within its re- 

ak be in favor of cutting off the county free matter. 
Of course, it has been the policy for vears to allow free county 
matter to go through the mails. Whether it would be wise or 
politic to withdraw that privilege from county free matter is 


Mr. CANNON, I am not advocating that. I simply wanted 
to a at the on which the gentleman was proceeding. 

. BRO! LL. Reference was made, I thimk, by the gen- 
tleman from New York to the fact that the American Newspaper 
Publishers’ Association represented only a small portion, numer- 
ically, of ae published in the United States. i believe 
he said only 170 out of about 1,800 newspapers. I heve here a 
¢ireular of the American Newspaper Publishers’ Association, 
indersing this bill, which was adopted by the association, by the 
unanimous vote of the executive committee, on February 20, 1896, 

afterwards by the unanimous vote of the association on Feb- 
ruary 21, 1896. I find by reference to the list of members of this 
association that it is composed of newspa nearly all of which 
are of national reputation. The press cf nearly every large city 
in the United States is re . There are five papers from 
Albany, N. Y., two from Augusta, Ga., three from Baltimore, one 
from ,¢ightor nine from Boston, five from Brooklyn, three 
from alo, and I believe nearly every newspaper published in 
my own city, Cincinnati, is u the list. There are eight or ten 
from Philadelphia, six or eight from Pittsburg, five or six from 
St. Louis, and so on through the list. I am also informed that 
while itis true that the number of these papers is but asmall per- 
cen of the whole number of publications of this kind in the 
United States, yet the actual output of the papers upon this list 


nee about 75 per cent of the newspaper matter issued in 


pa: ‘through the mails while a paper-bound 
pays but 1 cent a pound? Not the difierence in the 3 
That can not be the reason. There never was any intention 

these books in this privileged class. The publishers saw 
that was 


: 
g 
i 
F 
| 


‘What class of papers does the gentleman 


re a ipenant tan d.am een . ao papers that make up the American 
tion handed me by the which consisted of an | Mr. . Daily newspapers, are they not? 
en a owner of a York ent a ~ . Yes, sir; daily newspapers, and they in- 
tn his affidavit and made the stat sment that thie ate ; 


Mr. MILLIKEN. Is it not just possible that they desire to get 


rid of ition? 
Mr. BROMW ELL. These are for the most part daily news- 
§ ; but gentlemen know that Harper’s Weekly is not a daily 


amd I have here an article from Harper's Weekly, 
= sent out the mails. This affidavit was filed with | under date of April 11, 1896, indorsing this bill. will read it: 
Mr. | I will for if the THE Loup BILL. 
ask, information, gentleman ‘be that Congress will not ad before the Loud 
will allow me, was this against the law? SET ceiiirdetiwis sheent cass anetior vtriealy %0' newshepere and 
fa 
- 
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periodicals. A strong effort is being mate to defeat the measure, and there 
seems to be some misconception at as to the attitude toward it 
of some of the publishers of periodicals. e Weekly has favored this bill 
simply because it is for the general interest that it should become a law. 
The Government is now 1] annually between $18,000,000 and $19,000,000 as 
ints law of tke fing | aS ones aceebes d periodicals at 
© law o x e Ta’ on rs an a 
1 cent a pound isa liberal law, and was intended. proseely for the benefit of 
readers of such F ee ey It is the policy of the Government to extend 
the circulation of periodical literature, and to help to cheapen it to the people 
by redu for it in pf Every abuse of this law 


which adds to the of main the Post-Office Department is a menace 


to the lav itself, for if the abuse continue, there will inevitably come.a time 
when the Government must fix the —- for mares second-class matter 
at a rate which will cover the cost of transportation. It will be remem- 
bered that the enormous loss resulting from the second-class rate is not 
due to the c to which the Government is put for carrying real news- 
yoeaee and periodicals, but for the inclusion among second-class matter of 

ks, advertising circulars, enormous sample editions, and other publica- 
tions not properly included in second-class matter. Recently the sample 
edition of one publication alone, as we learn from the report of the commit- 
tee, weighed 300,000 Pro s. Its oueriage in the mails cost the Government 
$24,000. As the postage paid was $3,000, the Government lost $21,000 on this one 
edition. We have the estimate of the Department that if the perversion of 
the law should cease, the office d afford to carry periodicals for noth- 
ing. and this certainly in tes the extent of the abuse. 

‘he abuse ought to be stopped not only because it is the cause of such enor- 
mous expense to the Government, but because it interferes with the rights 
of the great majority of those who use the post-office. The post-office is es- 
tablished primarily for the of letters. At the present rate of post- 
age letters are carried for 32 cents a pound, gi the Government a profit 
on this class of mail matter of 24 cents a pound. in other words, to take the 
estimate of the committee, the people who send letters through the mail, and 
they include practically the yo re py of the country, pay to the Gov- 
ernment every year between $30,000,000 and $40,000,000 more t the cost’of 
transmission. letter were reduced one-half, the Government 
would still make a yearly profit of from $15,000,000 to $20,000,000. But one of 
the stubborn facts in the way of reducing letter pa is the loss of 
$18,000,000 to $19,000,000 by reason of the abuse of the law relating to second- 
class matter. It is another evidence of the patience of the ple of the 
United States that they permit those who pervert this law for their own 
profit to postpone the day of penny postage. 


I have also the proceedings of the American Newspaper Pub- 
lisners’ Association to which I have already referred, and which I 
insert in my remarks at this point: 


The American Newspaper Publishers’ Association (composed of publishers 
of leading dailies) approve Mr. Loun's postal bill— 

First, by the unanimous vote of the executive committee, February 20, 1896. 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
{From the Brooklyn Times, February 21, 1896.] 

The executive committee of the American Newspaper Publishers’ Associa- 
tion entertained Con E. F. Loup, chairman of the Postal Committee 
ef Co and rd Assistant Postmaste: ral Craige at dinner last 
evening at the Hotel Waldorf, where they discussed the postal bill relating 
to second-class mail matter, which has lately been introduced in Co ss by 
Mr. Loup, and after a full debate anda thorough examination into the mer- 
its of the bill, the members of the executive committee unanimously agreed 
to report back to the meeting of the association to-day that the executive 
xommittee fully indorsed the bill, and would ask the members to give it their 
hearty and earnest support. ; 

were present: Charles W. Knapp, of the St. Louis ublic; 
Copguecumang . F. Loup; Third Assistant ter-General ; M. 
A. McRae, of the Cincinnati Post; J. A. Butler, of the Buffalo News; W. H. 
Seif, of the Pittsburg Times; H rt F. Gunnison, of the Brooklyn Eagle; 
8. H. Kauffmann, of the W m Star; H. Montgomery, of the Chi 
Tribune; D. N. Houser, of the Louis Globe-Democrat, and William C. 
Bryant, of the Brooklyn Times. 
Then, by the unanimous vote of the association, February 21, 1896. 


THE ASSOCIATION. 


{From the New York Times, February 22, 1896.] 


The American owen Publishers’ Association concluded its annual 
meeting at the Brunswick Hotel last evening with a banquet. The associa- 
tion has been in on for the last three days, the attendance has been very 
large, and the amount of work transacted greater than at any previous ses- 


sion. ‘ 

Nearly all the officers of the association were present, iaciadting President 
Charles W. Knapp, of the St. Louis Republic; President J. A. Butler, of 
the Buffalo News: W. ©. Bryant, of the Brooklyn Times; M. A. McRae, gen- 
eral manager of the Cincinnati Post, 8t. Louis Chronicle, and Cleveland Press; 
8. H. Kauffman, of the Washingtor Star, and W. H. Seif, of the Pittsburg 


* * * * * 


> * 
A vote of the association was then taken, and it was found to be unani- 
mously in favor of the Loud bill as it had been »eported. 


Publishers of legitimate newspa’ 
because it strikes at the root of the abuses which d toa very large 
aud growing loss in the postal revenues and have called forth the protests 
and recommendations of successive Postmasters-General. 

So long as the ewes r rates were confined to copies mailed to subscrib- 
ers the t difficulties had no existence; but since 1879, when these rates 
were to sample copies, thousands of publications, g sufficient 
ee ee ae rs to.obtain admission to the second class, 
heave been. y for the purpose of circulating sample copies, 
which, when once entered as noqundi-clens publications, they are entitled to 
et ae eon hich is injuring both the of th 

a rapidly growing evil which is inju revenues e 
Government and ins business of established ras 
It the Loud bill is — this privilege will be withdrawn. Second-class 
will L a geplen matted to regular subscribers and tho tempts: 
of law, which are at present so ruinous to regular pub- 
‘ice revenues, will 
as 


rs advocate the pe of the Loud bill 
ve le 
f 


cease. 
surials, when in fact they have few or no 
by the of the t law. 


the whole system 


1 cent. 


of selling it at 5 
could sell it at 6 cents and let the purchaser pay the 


But gentlemen who are this bill do not seem to have 
together upon one point. some of these boiler-plate 
a Se ee 
eadquarters, modified in language 
from being exactly the same—in-some of these 
that if we pass this bill the poor publishers 
veel eee ee re See ae . 
tters will all be thrown out of 
be discharged, that the news 
poorhouse, and, reasoning alo 
the existing law stand, so as to 
hand ua cad of he ca 
, an c of the 
directly opposite standpoint. They 1 t 
publishers whether we pass 
take no interest in publishers, but they say that we 
ing or injuring them, that it is not the publishers who are to suf- 
fer, but the consumers. Fred ter essary 2 ah J 
he will simpl Ont te 06 eee ee his 
lications, and the consumer will pay just so much torthan. 
ne eee Pa 
. QUIGG. Mr. I desire to take this 
of answering somewhat more fully than the gentleman Ohio 
. BROMWELL] did the question that was addressed to him by 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. ee \ 
The CHAIRMAN. Thegentlemanfrom New York [Mr. Quiaa] 
Ae ee” ae te as 
Sr . Me eS ee ee 
The MAN. But the gentleman not, 


unanimous consent of the committee, which has been given, oc- 
more than one 


hour. 
tr. QUIGG. The gentleman from Illinois 
the frandulent character of a 


from Ohio described. I wish t eek a uteiion of 
0 ° 
on that subject. - : 

That any person who shall submit or cause to be submitted to 
casino the Post Oe, Dapartmont or any ofice ofthe Pal service 
Gees ie ce eel ee eee arene el 
offense, upon con un ated cha be a a not less than 
$100 nor more than $500. axa : 

So that if the gentleman from Ohio has information from the 













ginntice Congress and of the has been called by 
made by my Postmaster-General 


to secure legislation w 
service this waste of its reven' and taxpayers from the 
burden tmposed on them by the regular deficita, 
+” * * 


* +. + = 
second-class matter for the was 37, 
sree i os recreeneee 


against . The 
of thie matter is Se eek sank ak pectame voltenns 


nd 
received from it was 8} mills a Sie eer ae , a ems 
408, a on alone 


numbers. at 8 cents —_— for 
enue recei at per pound, 
. a ™ a” * 7 7 * 

ppears from two-thirds of the matter handled the last fiscal 
your ten ote ee er ee etal oo the cost of the mail service. 

Whether an abuse exists or not in ea yee 

is a question which ought to be considered by this House. 

I do not say, because Mr. Wanamaker called the gttention of Con- 

to matter, or because Mr. Bissell did the same, or because 

Mr. Wilson has emp4asized the existence of this evil, or because 

the President of the United States has indorsed the views of these 

several officials, that therefore a measure of this kind must neces- 

sarily be right.. ‘But certainly the fact that these officers of the 

Government, following their duty, have thus called attention to 

the abuses which have grown up is no reason why gentlemen here 
should vote against this bill. 

I always listen to the gentleman from California [Mr. Jounson] 
with a great deal of interest, and often with amusement. But 
his reasons for not sw ing this bill seem to me in the main to 
amount to this: That because Mr. Wanamaker, and Mr. Bissell, and 
Mr. Wilson, and the President of the United States have called 
attention to this subject is reason why he and those who think 
with him should vote against the measure. I am not as good at 
relating an anecdote as my friend from California, but his atti- 
tude on this question me of a story I heard of a little 
boy. About Curietenes time, he had in his d a nice piece of 
an and was met by one of his companions, who asked, ‘*Why 
don’t yon eat your cake; ain’titgood?” ‘‘Oh, yes,” was the reply, 
“it is but said I might eat it; and you know I 
don’t do ee grandma wants me to do.” Now, I lis- 
tened for an to the remarks of the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia, and after all, his position, it seemed, was that he did not 
want to do an that the officers of the Government had 
recommended Congress should do. 

I confess, Mr. Chairman, that I do not always follow the advice 
of the officers of the Government; but I do think that when they 


offer important recommendations, those recommendations ought 
to be considered fairly and yg he Sohpeed merits and should not 
be through a of opposition.. If the recom- 

on is wise, fair, just—if it commends itself to our judg- 


men: ; bs 
meut—then it is our duty to follow it. 
The q 


whole question presented here is whether this is a bill 
which ought to pass. Under what auspices does it 
come before this body? As already stated, it been recom- 
mended e President of 


of that committee in its favor. Is that report 
without reason? Has ay oes on this 
floor shown why it should be discredited? it not a fact that 
abuses have crept into our service? Is it not a fact, as 
ter, embracing in weight Seat t “hinds of ail which pemes 
, em a wo- w passes 
the mails, is for about one-tenth of the cost of 


alone? 
Doesanyonedery it? Is 


there any gentleman here who will dis- 
putethatstatement? Ought we not to be just Lefore we undertake 
ee t we not to listen to the story of the wants 
an i 


Ough 
needs of the people of the United States rather 
the mails to millions of pounds of mail 
matter at one-tenth of what it actually costs to transport it? That 
is the question that this House must consider 
To chow tae Geet of our generosity I submit the following 
av the Postmaster-General’s 


answer to the assertion of m d from California . JOHN- 
SON ane oe had given no reason for its sup- 
I believe in the policy of the Government for many 
years in allowing newspapers and other 

very low rates. The provisions of this in no wise affects 
them. But we do propose to exclude from the benefits of this rate 
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This bill is in no wise partisan. It was enforced by a num- 
Republican ex-Postmasters-General while they were in of- 
bas been indorsed by two Democratic Postmasters-General, 
has been indorsed by the President of the United States. It 
been indorsed by the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
of the House, at whose head is a distinguished Republican 
member of this body, and it comes before the House without any 
minority report whatever against it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there has absolutely been no reason given 
by the o ents of this measure why it should not pass. And 
while I have the floor I want to give another reason for favoring 
the bill. I favor it because it would result in a saving to the 
Government, in my judgment, of not less than $10,000,000 a year 
in the transportation of the mails; which, if that saving be made, 
would make it possible for a succeeding Congress to put into exe- 
cution measures of relief to certain persons who have to perform 
their work for the Government at ridicuiouslylow prices. I speak 
of the fourth-class postmasters of the country. 

In this connection I will say that since I have been a member of 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads I have found that 
while we were giving largesses to some classes of our people, and 
while we were being generous to certain publishers through- 
out the United States to the extent of $10,000,000 a year of the 
people’s money, we were pursuing a niggardly policy to many 
thousands of fourth-class postmasters. Mr. Chairman, in order 
to be able to frame some measure of relief for these deserving 
are: I wrote to the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post- 
Office Department, and afterwards to the Postmaster-General 
himself, requesting certain specific information relative to com- 
pensation of aoastie-dlaas postmasters. This information was de- 
nied me on the plea of a lack of clerical force. I then introduced 
a resolution in the House calling for the information, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster-General be requested to furnish this House 
at an early date the following information in regard to the salaries of fourth- 
class portmasters, to wit: 

Number of fourth-class postmasters whose salaries are $50 per annum or 
less, and the aggregate amount of the same. 

Number of fourth-class postmasters whose salaries exceed $50 and are not 
above $100 per annum, and the aggregate amount of the same. 


pet 


Num of fourth-class tmasters whose salaries exceed $100 and are not 
above per annum, and the aggregate amount of the same, 

Number of fourth-c — whose salaries exceed $200 and are not 
above per annum, and the aggregate amount of the same. 


Number of fourth-class a, whose salaries exceed $500 and are not 
above $999 per annum, and the aggregate amount of the same. 


This resolution was introduced in the House on the 17th day of 
March, and was rted and passed on the 23d. The Postraaster- 


_ General made no direct response to this order of the House, but 


on page 19 of his annual report, recently submitted to Congress, 
he gives the exact information called for by the resolution. My 
reason now for calling the attention of the House to this matter 
is that if the pending bill is passed I believe that we can be able 
te take up and dispose of the matter of proper compensation of 
these fourth-class postmasters, as well as in respect to the com- 
pensation of the letter carriers, and in regard to the reclassifica- 
tion of clerks, whose request for a reform in this matter ought to 
be listened to with —— 

Mr. MILLIKEN. ill the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. OGDEN. Certainly. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. How will the passage of this bill accomplish 
that result? 

Mr. OGDEN. Iwilltell the gentleman. If you save the money 
in this direction, it can be aqplied in other ways. When asked 
why you do notincrease the salaries of the fourth-class postmasters, 
the answer is always that we have a deficit of millions of dollars 
a year in the postal service, and an annual deficit in our public 
revenues of $30,000,000 or $40,000,000, and therefore it is idle to 
talk of remedying these abuses. When letter carriers come before 
Congress and ask a remedy, the same answer is given to them as 
is given to the postmasters, and, as has been stated by gentlemen 
on the floor, the same answer is unavoidably and invariably given 
in respect to any other question of claims against the Government, 
no matter how just they are. 

But let me again state some of the reasons for the passage of 
this bill. In the first place, I think we will te able to save eight 
or ten millions of dollars annually in the postal service—— 

Mr, MILLIKEN. Just a word, if the gentleman will permit 
me, in that very connection. That is just the point. The issue 
between the oe and myself is on that proposition of knock- 
ing off a deficit, or of saving $8,000,000 of expenditures. If the 
gentleman would make that perfectly clear, that we can save 

it millions or ten millions, or even five millions of dollars, I 
vote with him for the bill, just as the gentleman from New 
York said that he would. 

Mr. OGDEN. Well, that is a matter of opinion, of course; but 
I think I can convince the gentleman. It is a question of belief. 
Whether you believe it or not, we know, as a matter of fact, that 
we are carrying this mail matter at a ridiculously low price, and 
when we are informed as to the extent of ita transmission through 
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the mails it is manifest that if we prevent its transmission at the| Mr. OGDEN. Yes. 
present price we will nut be involved in this great expense without | Mr. MILLIKEN. My friend was in Congress at the incoming 
ye proper compensation. of the —— Administration of his own party? — em i 
Fike Mr, MELAISES . Will my ae sage to ask him a ques- a carities e alia ; 
tion? o not want to interrupt him, use I do not suppose ‘ ‘ you preeneny i 
he wants to be interrupted. I suppose the real purpose of this Mr. OGDEN. I agree with you. a you ¥ escape an 
bill, and the purpose of the Post-Ofhiee Department in bringing it — one when omer comes Semen “net 8 
here—for they certainly were instrumental in bringing it here— . McCREARY of . We shall escape those 
and the purpose of the committee, was to curtail expenditures and is side will encounter it. > 
make a saving to the Government. Now, my own belief is that ; . ¥ou will it because we will have it. 
they will not save a cent, and if they do not save a cent, why, they | But I was going to ask my friend if, for every po: no mat- 
are not correcting any abuses. ter how small it might be, in his country, there were plenty 
Mr. OGDEN. Well, when you have the opportunity, in your | of candidates? . 
time, you may prove that it will not save a cent, if you can. We ; . Only when it is a payin, office. I believe the 
believe it will save millions, and are a on that theory. | gentleman is from Maine? 
Then, we have thousands of people behind us who, if we dosave| Mr. MILLIKEN. Certainly. 
these millions, will have an opportunity to come up and present | Mr. OGDEN. If he will hunt arouad in Maine, he will 
their grievances to Congress. bly find some trouble, ——— if he has it to do under a 
Mr. MILLIKEN. | will help the gentleman to correct those | lican Administration 1 of a Democratic, and without proper 
grievances. lam with him on that. compensation. 
Mr. FAIRCHILD. Does not the gentleman think that the bur-| Mr. MILLIKEN. There are very few cases where men are not 
den of proof is upon those who favor the passage of this bill? willing to serve their Government in the civil service for a con- 
Mr. SGDEN . Oh, well, that matter of the burden of proof is | sideration. ; 
= Ce ee aaatey 
Mr. FAIRCHILD. But is not the burden of proof upon you? : : ne patriots are 1 ‘way. 
Mr. OGDEN. I think it has already been proven. You must| Mr. MILLIKEN. They are well built. 
disprove it. Postmaster-General Wanamaker says it is proved,| The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Louisiana 
and he puts it at two millions. has 
Mr. FAIRCHILD. The report puts it at $1,000,000. . OGDEN. I ask leave to print the accompanying table with 
Mr. OGDEN. Postmaster-General Wilson puts it at $8,000,000. | my remarks. Pes 
You must disprove the statement of these gentlemen. I take the ere was no objection, 
wmntecnente as true. You mae isprove those statements. The table is as follows: 
ow I pro to go on with my line of argument. 
Aciineel | wetineh canmenion eames as a member of Salaries of four Gries PARES MINE a? Se a: 
the Committee on Post-Office and Post-Roads I found a bill 
which was introduced by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Cummines}. I also found another bill, introduced by the gentle- 
man from Alabama (Mr. WHEELER]. I also found other bills 
looking to the increase of the compensation of fourth-class post- 
masters. I found those bills, but could find no data to act upon. 
It is idle to come before this House, as gentlemen well know, and 
talk about passing measures without presenting proper data for 
consideration. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Did you find a letter carriers’ bill there? 
Mr. OGDEN. Idid. I voted for it incommittee, and it is upon 
the Calendar of this House. 
gare acta Why did you not bring that up instead of 
is bill? , 
Mr. a. Tam po os nal i - aes eendties, and I *About. 
am not of the majority of this House. You might just as well 3,635 Presidential postmasters, divided as follows: 
ask me why Iam not Jack the Giant Killer, or why I do not climb Tee eae me om 
up to heaven, as another Jack triedtodo. [Laughter.] Butnow 
let me proceed, 
I want to put before this House and before the people of this 
country, because it is new matter to them, this information from .000 and 
the report of the Postmaster-General. I want to tell you that Between i an $00 | 
there are 21,875 fourth-class postmasters whose average salary is | at $3,900 (New York)_.........-. 
only $25 a year. That is an astounding statement, but it is true. 
Their salary is only $2.10 a month, or less than 7 cents a day. 
That is what 21,000 fourth-class postmasters get for their work. 
ag expe to give bond, to keep their offices open six days 
in the week, and to keep a set of books, and render reports at 
stated intervals. It is a startling fact that the aggregate compen- 
sation of these over 21,000 asters is $60,000 less than the 
allowance made for rent, light, and fuel to the third-class post- | “SActual : 
offices of the United States, numbering 2,776. There are 15,650] +Average. 
pn sone ep —_ a@year. They area } Average of fourth class, and actual of first, second, afd third classes. \ 
ittle better off, for they .25 a mon X 
Mr. COX. Are those dential offices? Mr. QUIGG. I will yield to my colleague from New York. 
: How much time does the gentleman desire? Pa 
Mr. OGDEN. No; theyarefourth-class postmasters. They get Mr. CUMMINGS. Twenty minutes , Fes 
$6.25 per month, or 21 cents a day. There are 13,000 more who F yield twenty minutes to ‘colleague from 
receive an average of $150 a year, or $12.50 a month, or 42 centsa T — enon aS = 
ay. : ' S ve - 
; = eee Do you find any difficulty in finding candidates tees the House in coe mceabieg alee aioe 
cr those offices? appeared so that the 
Mr. OGDEN. Yes: frequently for the smaller ones, and I will 7 ; 
on to every member of this House who represents a country 
district that the trouble with reference to the smaller offices is to 
keep them from being discontinued. But there are often zealous 
men and women, too—-— 
Mr. COX. Who want the office. 
Mr. OGDEN. They do not know what is in store for them until 
they get a fourth-class post-office whose salary is less than $50 a 
year, for then their troubles begin, 
Mr. MILLIKEN. Will my friend allow me to ask him a 
question? 
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vote for the bill. Bat, sr, it was not true. en eae 
December 30. 


of the New York Tribune of I read this extract: 
sonnbare, dose uch vagrenand tee Meveld ond Ge Tetemne——- tigen 


Mr. MAHANY. But it does all the rest, I believe? 
Mr. CUMMINGS. ome to the Journal and other 
esta ar New it repre- 
sche sreywentar Tahtae lates 
*U Upon taeeedleceeamiiie’ taaaneeiiiean? aacamaee 
assume that the no weminet gnats 08 the United Staten Sa 
of this bill. a press of the 
United States is composed than 1,000 
Se You are feeding th "kil oo 
These are newspapers that strike interest 
American Publishers’ Association. 
G you know 


P. Rowell showing it. I can it, if desire. 
tr. MAHANY,. Can you a list of them? 
r. CUMMIN Sere Rane ends ee You will find 
them in Rowalfs Neeupaper . 
Now I read in the Tribune further concerning the 
merits of this bill: 
The purpose of his measure— 
The Tribune honestly says— 
9 cntegener ted] see eens. Its actual object, therefore, is beyond criti- 
It asks— 
why tear down the whole building merely to get rid of one broken beam? 
And that is seers todo. There is no sense 
whatever PP of ea cee charge i 
higher rate o' alleged sample copies 
Higher rate of postage apn ei cheat te nroeke ehaet’ ow, 
let us see how that work. News of New York 
every Sunday furnishes to its subscribers and buyers a 6- 
mental con a novel, either from 8, 


Mr, OGDEN. If my friend will allow me to interrupt him, let 


him pay for his 
Mr CUMMINGS. fe does pay for his privilege when he buys 


the ne 
t OGDEN. Not at all. 


ue CUMMINGS. That is the law, and are changing it so 
as to take his pri from him. with 


Mr. $ you believe that the Post-Office Depart- 
ment t to be a free ? 
Mr. I believe that the 


the ere ate foe please: shall carey Picky despite 
if you carry 
youranan” y friend i M asks me if the 
ea ted for the purpose of money out of 
people. is a very t 
is the servant of the people. It must carry out the of the 


Pia o the law. 
It is not originated for the purpose of making 
but it is expected to its expenses. 
er, MILLIKEN. de des tas Bare anctinens ont ths |% 


Mr. COMMIN ‘dS ‘Another weston. Now, fr. Chai. |S 


ma, T have on cre in tho iy a thousand ne 
and booker in Gib a8 ew “iti tga he gee. 
sags ofthis bil, They 


It is inimical 

annie Semarenae mee sda 
the that it will save money to the 
corer because by its restrictions on mat- 
fas Ate Tet oye Gs et enp e 
aie amearoes table results of this proposed measure a due con: 
as it by a and posi destroy business founded upon the law 

cote Lane ere eon See eae: ot feeertoge 

Sta eeerere He says: 


ieee a rect ceeeern ee | ae 


ponies ie eae. cae proving insertion of adver- 


. toe 
Pee oh eR | 
ee ee 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


Sample copies—copies 


A79 


sent out drawing attention to certain passages. 
pies sent to other publications in exchange, for review, etc. 
sent out with a view to obtaining new subscrip- 


Trusting you will io vote for the Loud bill in its present form, believe us, 


ee 
A. DE LA MARE PTG. AND PUB. CO., Lrp., 
rs American Gardening and The Florists’ Exc hange. 

Mr. LOUD. Will the gentleman permit me to interrupt him 
for a moment? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LOUD. That gentleman, in the communication you have 
just read, makes a point against this bill because it provides, he 
says, that subscribers must pay in advance. Does not the gentle- 
man — + oe Cartgron know = eh bill does not change the 
present law in that t in the slightest particular? 

Mr, CUMMINGS Y ; but you avoid the point which he 
makes. You cut off all the country newspaper exchanges. 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes; and the bill also provides that the Postmas- 
ter-General must be satisfied that the subscriptions are voluntary, 
= — if he does not like the color of a man’s beard all he has to 

is to os that his a are not voluntary, and there- 


—_ CUMMINGS Now. Mr. Chairman, having heard from the 
press, let us hear from the religious press. The Inde- 
nt satntitel for along time by Henry Ward Beecher. From 

its publisher I have this communication: 


The better class of newspapers, in =e pinion, do not favor the provisions 
of the Loud bill prohibiting second-class matter enmiple copies 
and back numbers of genuine 


Added to this I have a strong petition against the bi!) from the 


Rev. John J. Wynne, 8S. J.; Rev. Denis T. O'Sullivan, 8. J.; Rev. 
ees a Rev. Henry Van Renssalaer, S. J. , publishers 
of Messe Heart, of Our Lady ot Martyrs, 


The Decade tone, Calendar of onthly Intentions, The Mes- 
senger t, and The League Director. 
I give an extract from the petition: 


It will ee out : fea in the pr mre hundreds of thousands of working men 


women engaged g, paper making, electrotyping. and ailied 
eT eee the extent of which can hardiy be 


The advocates of the bill maintain that its purpose is to reduce the defi- 
in the Saeeeen They claim that there is a heavy loss to the 

Government in the carriage of -class matter. This claim is untenable, 
whatever loss there may be upon the carriage of second-class matter r 

offset by the gain upon the carriage of the two profitable classes, th« 
which are a direct outgrowth of the mailing of second-class 
matter. Every pu receives large numbers of letters and mails large 
quantities of “ovembenan ” (fourth-class matter) to his subscribers and club 
raisers, and almost every advertisement is a bid for corre spondence by mail 


and the consequent of me in filling orders. Thereare other 
causes than the second-class mail matter to account for the annual 
deficiency in the postal revenues, which would still be operative should the 
bill become a sa How, then, could the enactment of this measure reduce 
the \e deficiency 


real beneficiaries of the measure are the express companies. By cut- 
ting off compe —— with the postal service they would be enabled to increase 
rates and one a rich harvest. 
Lastiy eae ae mal censorship of the press by giving to post-office 
absolute right to determine what newspapers and periodicals 
shall have the advantage of the rates of second-class mail maiter. It confers 
the the power to determine what is and what is nota period- 
ical. since there is nota single newspaper or magaziue published in the 
United States which in some issue is not amenable to this authoritative dis- 
erimina’ advertising, supplements, premiums, extra editions, and 
, and which, therefore, may relegated to-mail matter of 
it literally places them at the mercy of any postmaster’s 


tion 
are free ma 
mandate. 


Next I have a communication from the manager of a newspaper 
with 169,000 paid subscriptions, the American Wheelman. It is 
a@ newspaper in which every man in America who rides the whee! 
is interested. What does this publisher say? I read: 

Inasmuch as we consider that the passage of the bill would be detrimental 

our interests and to the interests of the bicycle sport and industry which 

we write to request you to vote against its passag You will 

hear or hy. ke part in in the debate over the bill when it is oonaiht up, 

-~< will hear all ments that can be made for or against it. We 
will therefore not cee e in this letter to say all that can be said against 
but merely call attention to those features of it which are 


its 
meet injurious to our interests. 

The bill, by prohibiting the mailing of sample copies of publications at se 
ond-class rates, would have the effect of retarding,if not entirely preve ating, 
the te growth of our circulation, as it would practically prohibit us 


from our paper before the constantly increasing number of those 
who use and who are not familiar with the publications issue “d in its 
in would not only injure us, but would also, we believe, be an 
attack the best interests of the entirecountry, becanse tho introduc tion 
of the into any section thereof and the issemination of literature 
Ss its interests have had in the past and must continue to have in 

beneficial effect, inasmuch as it advocates the improve- 


ment of the I een the country, which is recognized in all truly enlight- 
ened as a most beneficial thing, and is a powerful factor in the 
facilities for munication and by increasing and diversifying their 
qos Sr 

oa se np ag indeed it can be termed a sport; it has really come to 


be a good deal than that) and industry, although it has already grown 
eee and is ones ported by a large percentage of the popula- 
tions upon as yet in its infancy, we think it would be unjust to place restric- 
its further development which have not been placed upon any 

of citizens. 
“Resse a brief summary of our objection to the bill from our own 
pariicuiar t. We think, moreover, that the bill should bs opposed 
on other broad grounds of public policy which will doubtless appear in the 





Sobate ‘and will appeal to you, if you have not already made a study of the 
matter. 

We feel warranted in making the uest that you oppose the bill, as our 
company is a corporation organized under the laws of the State of New York, 
which you represent, and as the majority of the members of our staff are 
voters in the State. 

Yours, truly, 
THE AMERICAN WHEELMAN Pus. Co.., 
H. L. SALTONSTALL, 
Manager, 23 Park Row, New York. 

Now, I am a member of the American Wheelmen’s Association. 
I shall vote against this bill because I believe the writer of that 
communication knows what he istalking about. Parenthetically, 
I may say that I shall vote for good roads in every State in this 
Union, if the Federal Government has the ee to give them. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, having heard from the wheelmen and from 
the religious element and from the farmers, we come to tae insur- 
ance interests. I have here a letter from the proprietor of the 
Insurance Critic, in which he says: 

I take occasion to request that = will interest ere. if you have not 
already done so, sufficiently to enable you to oppose the passage of Mr. Loup’s 
bill (H. R. 4566) which, to my mind. is a very unjust one, and if enacted will 
work a very great a poo a large and very useful ar ——— 
many people conducting s r business to that which I am conducting. 
take occasion to inclose to you a copy of the bill and trust that your sense of 
duty may enable you to comply with my es, 

GEO. W. CORLISS, Proprietor. 


Next I have a communication from the editor of a trade paper, 
a jewelers’ paper. This editor says: 

I wrote you in reference to the Loud bill (H. R. 4566), asking you to use your 
vote and influence against same, and enlarged to some extent upon what I 
then believed would be the evil arising, should such a bill be , in the 
way of restricting various industries upon which thousands of our people 
depend, and in cutting off the supply of valuable literature and information 
which our people now receive at a nominal expense. sen on the sub- 
ject has not changed, and as I understand the bill is tobe before the House 
on the 5th and 6th of January, 1897, and that on the 6th of the said month be 
brought to a vote, Il again take this opportunity to ask you to do all in your 
power to suppress it. . 

I have also a letter from the McCall Company, publishers of the 
Queen of Fashion. Through this communication the ladies speak. 
it says: 

While we believe the Loud bill has some features, it has too many 
that are not good, and, on the contrary, positively bad. On the whole, it is 
not for the best interests of publishers. 

Next comes the theatrical profession. The editor of the Dra- 
matic Mirror writes me as follows: 

fam certain that the provisions of the bill which prohibit the return of 
unsold papers at the pound rate, and the exclusion m the same rate of sam- 

le copies of regular publications, are a serious blow to legitimate posenes 

business, which, if the bill is enacted, will suffer incalculable injury there- 


from. 
The publishers of this city are desirous that the disastrous import of the 
proposed legislation may be understood fully by our representatives. 


Sincerely, yours, 
e HARRISON GREY FISKE. 


Now, gentlemen, times are hard enough, despite the result of 
the recent election. But this bill pro to make them harder. 
On behalf of the 100,000 printers in the United States, I protest 
against the e of this bill. It contracts work and injures 
their interests. On behalf of the 100,000 men employed in the 

per manufactaring industries, I protest against its passage. 

t will lessen their output. On behalf of the thousands of press- 
men, bookbinders, stitchers, and others employed in similar 
branches of industry, I protest against the of this bill. It 
is really a tariff on literature. Itis anexaction from the boy who 
is thirsting for knowledge. When a boy, I picked up old iron 
and brass to raise money to buy a copy of Bourrienne’s Napo- 
leon. Ihad to work for three weeks before I got 47 cents’ worth 
of the metals. The price of the book was 50 cents, ang the book- 
seller (who, by the way, was.a Methodist preacher) threw off the 
Scents. [Laughter.] He had more sympathy and humanity than 
is shown by the men who are advocating the of this bill. 
You can pick up Bourrienne’s Napoleon now for 10 cents. They 
would increase it to 50. 

Mr. CROWTHER. I will ask the gentleman from New York 
whether this proposed legislation is not an incubus upon intelli- 


ores ee) 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Certainly it is. Iam glad to have sucha 
sa, tion from a man who has stood at the case and set type. 
And I will allude to another printer to whom my friend and col- 
league Mr. _— referred to-day, Col. Thomas L. James, former 
Pos meral, Those of you who listened to the remarks 
of that gentleman as read by my colleague will certainly benefit 
from them if your minds are in the right condition. ughter. ] 
This is the third time this bill has appeared in the House since 
I have been a Representative. It has been defeated twice by an 
overwhelming vote. It seems now that somebody is on a ‘still 
hunt” and is endeavo: to triumph through such methods. But 
the are awake. I warn every man here who represents an 
cul district, with voters from 40 to 100 miles from a rail- 
road, that his vote will be subjected to careful scrutiny. Itisa 
bill drawn in the interests of de luxe publishers. It is drawn in 
the interests of the express companies; and ‘don’t you forget it.” 


[Laughter.] It isa bill not entitled ote eueet of 
ee the House—and I am looking Gc usom 
celebrated of them as [ talk Veet —-® q 


NoN] who was implicated in 
stands, who stood up foritand advocated it He 
in it then, and he knew what it meant. 


found since then. Under cover of one or two abuses you are 
ing to upset a law which has reduced the price of literature 
country, which has produced Sacre SAGs sat <eaeen menage 
lating libraries than all other legislation since the foundation 
the Government. 

Mr. Chairman, 


that free literature ought to be inseparable 
Democrat at least ought to vote to put a tariff upon the 
of his own a 
f i , L yield back any time I may have remaining to 
the gentleman from New York. 
Mr. OGDEN. I should like to ask the gentleman from Califor- 
nia—I mean New York—a question before he takes his seat. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. I once lived in California, I will answer 
the gentleman’s question. : 
MAN. The time of the gentleman from New York 


& 
The C 
has expired. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Then I will talk with my friend in the cloak- 
room or elsewhere hereafter. [Laughter.] 
Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, 
is ready to go on with the discussion to-night. Imove, 
that the committee rise. 
The Seaee rd = dthe Speaker ha: resumed 
ecommitteeaccordingly rose; an 
the chair, Mr. Payne reported that the Committee of the Wile on 
the state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 
4566) toamend the postal laws relating to mail matter, 
and had come to no resolution " 
Mr. LOUD. I move that the House adjourn. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE, ha 
: pales the motion to adjourn, leave of absence was granted as 
OLLOWS: 
To Mr. PickLER, for ten days, on accountof important business, 
To Mr. Hurr, for three days, on account of important business, 
To Mr. McRae, indefinitely, on account of sickness in his family, 
To Mr. Grarr, indefinitely, on account of sickness in his family. 
To Mr. Dockery, indefinitely, on account of sickness in 


family. 
To Nir. HANLy, indefinitely, on account of important business, 
SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following bills were taken from 
the Speaker’s table and referred as 


follows: 
A bill (8.2355) to correct the military record of Peter Buck- 
ley—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A TOD [P-2008) foc Se es tatives of 
Edwin De , deceased, late consul-general of the United States 
ad “a sie) i . 2 yeni to William F. Johnson—to 

* qpualias a 4 
tne Till (3.8410) granting pension to Ella D, Cross—to the Com- 
: a 
2g) eencne 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, pa 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the 5: same: 

A bill (8. 837) to refer the claim of the owners of the brig Tally- 
Ho to the Court of Claims; . ? 

A bill (S. 1723) to approve and ratify the construction of a bridge 
over and across Cad o Lake, at Mooringsport, La., by the Kangas 
City, Shrev t and Gulf Railwa: ; ae 

A bill (S. 1724) authorizing the Keasat 
Railway Company to construct and t 
Black River in Louisiana; Steed: | 
A bill (S. 2989) to increase the pension of Caroline 8, Baker; 


and 

A bill (H. R. 4281) granting an increase of pension to. George 
Johnson, of ox, Iowa. « ° 

The motion of Mr. Loup, that ‘was then 


to; and at4 ‘clog and 3? | the 
= ; and accordingly (at4o , m.) 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


- Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the follo ecutive commu- 
nications were taen from the Speaker table nd referred as 
ows: 
of a communication from sub- 
muting additional evimates for sie 


on Naval Affairs, and to be t 





= 


By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 9824) for retiring superin- 
tendents of national cemeteries—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. MINOR of Wisconsin: A bill (H. R. 9825) to correct a 
clerical error found to exist in an act entitled ‘‘An act making 
appropriations for the construction, repair, and preservation of 
eertain public works on rivers and harbors, and for other pur- 
a0 ” passed June 3, 1896—to the Committee on Rivers and 

rbors. 

By Mr. BABCOCE: 7 bill (A. R. 9826) to a street through 
block 205, from Fourteenth street to Fifteenth street northwest, 
concurrent with the streetsin the adjacent blecks called Wallach 

-e and Caroline street, etc.—to the Committee on the District of 

olumbia. 

By Mr. MAGUIRE: A bill (H. RB. 9840) ie 
diction of the court of appeals of the District of Co: 
Cormittee on Pacific Railroads. 

By Mr. SNOVER: A joint resolution (H. Res. 226) granting a 
life-saving medal to Daniel E. Lynn, of Port Huron, Mich.—to the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. SULZER: A joint resol en (H. Res. 227) in regard to 
the independence of Cu to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BABCOCE: A joint resolution (H. Res. 228) providing 
for additional eee and electric-light facilities in the city 
of Washington, D. C., during the inaugural ceremonies on the 
4th day of March, 1897—to the Committee on the District of 
Colnunbia. 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A concurrent resolution (House Con, Res. 
No. 61) for the printing of 7,000 additional een the Lane 
and Papers of the Presidents—to the Committee on Pri 

By Mr. BENNETT: A resolution (House Res. No. ies) re ative 
to. the consideration of House bill No. 9252 on Thursday, January 
14, 1897—to the Committee on Rules. 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A resolution (House Res. No. 467) to 
imvestigate and discover what sums of money have been con- 
tributed by national banks for campaign purposes—to the Com- 
mittee on eke ent Currency. 

By Mr. WHE : A memorial of the | 
of Alabama, asking Congress to act favorably on the bili (H.R. 
8825) donating land to the Alabama State Normal College, at 
Florence, Ala.—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


to the juris- 
umbia—to the 


ture of the State 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


ween clause 1 of Rule XXE, private bills of the following titles 
. nee and referred as follows: 
r. ANDREWS: A bill (H. R. 9827) to inerease the pension 

of ae G. Willis—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. APSLEY: A bill (H. R. 9828) granting a pension to 
Mary A. Canlfield—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BROWN: A bill (H. R. 9829) for the relief of William 
_ BR. Rogers, of James ‘commie. Tenn.—to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

By Mr. COOK of Wisconsin: A bill (H. R. 9830) to grant an 
—_—— discharge to Joseph Scharbonaugh—to Committee 


ee Affairs, 

By Mr. TUCKER: A bill (H. R. 9834) for the relief of Charles 
B. Rouss, of the State and city of New York—to the Committee 
on Claims. 

By Mr. LACEY: A bill (H. R. 9832) ting an increase of pen- 
sion to Thomas Allison—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9833) to increase the pension of Cyrus B. 
Bo to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Iso, a bill (H. R. 98384) granting an increase of ‘pension to 
Martha A. L. Chamberlain—to the Committee on Invali Persions. 

By Mr. LAYTON: A bill e R. ey Mend for the relief of James 

Kellty—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


By Mr. OTEY: A bill (H. R. — sees an increase of pen- 
sion t) Harriet Hutter—to the © ttee on Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9887) to remove the of desertion from 
John D, M. Perron—to the Committee on Affairs. 

By Mr. SIMPEKINS (by request): A bill (H. R. 9888) for the 
a of Johanna C. Haft, widow of John Haft, private Company 

SOE Nas non Massachusetts Infantry—to the Committee on Inva- 


Mr. TAYLER: A bill (BH. R. ting a pension to 
kee Cooper—to the Committee on > Invalid Pema sio -< 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following eine and papers 


were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as 
By Mr. ALDRICH of Dilinois: Protest of Charles Macdonald 
and 54 others. merchants and dealers of Chicago, IL, against the 
of the Lond bill ». R. 4566)—to the Committee on the 


‘ost ice and Post- 


By Mr. ae ee. Speman ag 
State of Louisiana, for 


of ttan 
of the == 
and Harbo: 
By Mr. BROMWELL: Menorial of certain citizens of Hamilton 
Armenian atrocities—to 


County, Ohio, concerning the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 


Also, memorial of the Manufacturers’ Club of a, 
in favor of Senate bill No. 2447, for a ¢ of commerce 


By Mr. COOK of Wisconsin: Petition of the Federated Trades 
Council of the ci i ek sympathy 


for and urging as belligerents in 
their struggle for in Committee on Foreign 


Also, petition of the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wis. 
but, believing that the busi- 

country peace and not war, they 

eee the action of the Senate a eae Raia Satine 


itary Als ve 


petition of publisher of the Journal, Berlin, Wis.; also petition o 
publishers of the Argus, W: Wis., 

passage of House bill No. 4566, 

matter—to the Committee on 


the Committee on Interstate 
— oe of eee oe D. Alden 41 other dotails of suicide be 
owa, pr newspapers 
er the eats * ment deed traces 

tification —to the Committee on the bape se 

- wa gaa of Rev. B.D. and 43 other 
, lowa, praying that 

Sean ual 


By Mr. LACEY: "Petition of J. ice ad 


sau, low: ae the passage of 
mittee on and Means. 


Berton a i others, of Nas- 
Also, petition a citizens of F protesting against the 
atrocities ame the Ammonena te teleie te 


Seal aero 


pany ao ee an ae 


262, a,” Grand Army of the Republic, 
Olio: also of George W. Blackburn an 


ahr, of Crider, hi 












testing against 
Pitch will result in war with 
Affairs. 


of citizens of Little Rock, Ark., for the mainte- 
nance of the Hot Springs Hospital—to the Committee 
Affairs. 


on Military 
Also, as of citizens of Little Rock, Ark., asking that the 
= settlement—to the 
ian 







erritory be opened for Committee on 
Affairs. 
OF at he enaiaa tn ommane at Ca 
Mitin.) Literary Society, ning, 
ealaane as aa Complies 


nde on Foreign 
“S : Petition of citizens of Omaha, Nobr.; also 
ie ee ,of Omaha, Nebr., 
testi the of House No. 4566, relating to 
ak ae mntheo—e> the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 
Also, resolutions of Master Car Builders’ 


against the of the metric system—to the Committee 
By Mr. MILLER of West Virginia: Petition of the publisher of 


¥ the Mountaineer, of . Va.; also of r of the 
Monroe Ww of Union. Ww. Va; also of blisher 





i second-c 

mail matter—to the Committee on the and Post-Roads. 
By Mr. ODELL: Resolutions adopted by the Central Labor 

Union of Newburg, N. Y., protesting against 


the proposed change 
of law aff on newspapers—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office ; ; 
sueaias ting Coote eennenet & bill beh, rating ¥ 
ouse o. 
second-class mail matter—to the on the Post-Office and 
Also, petition of Weinman & Co., relating to barytes— 


By Mr. POOLE: M of the board of supervisors of Onon- 
daga County, State of New York, relative to the recognition of 
the independence of Cuba—to the Committee on Affairs. 

Mr. PRINCE: Resolutions of the Trades and Labor Assem- 


tariff bill—tothe Committee on Ways 

of citizens of % | 4 
sage of the bill—to the Committee on the 

Also, of the Independent and the 

Echo, of Lestershire, N. Y.; the Standard, of Windsor, N. Y.; the 
T and the Sun, of N N. Y.; the New Christianity, 
of N. Y¥.; the Berlin, N. Y.; the News, 
of Downsville, N. ¥.; the of Sydney, N. Y., and the 
Times and Sun, of protesting against the 
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field, 
City, Ohio, 
relati 










































Mr. WILSON of Ohio: Petition of the board of education 


of ngfield, Ohio, favoring the independence of Cuba—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Also ition of Crowell & Kirkpatrick, publishers, of Spring- 
; also petition of Ernest Beach, publisher, of Plain 
protesting against the passage of House bill No. 4566, 


to second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the 


and Post-Roads. 
By Mr. WOOD: Petition of Samuel W. Rhode and 39 other 
ex-soldiers of Brownstown, [ll., praying for a special pension to 
William Raeter, of Company F’, Seventh Illinois Guvelkcy—to the 


Committee on Invalid Pensions. 





SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, January 6, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mrizury, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
COST OF ARMOR PLATE. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tioa from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, in compliance 
with a provision in the naval appropriation act of Jane 10, 1896, 
@ report of the actual cost of armor plate and the price for the 
same; which, with the accompanying report, was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

INTRODUCTION OF REINDFER INTO ALASKA. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in response 
to a resolution of the 17th ultimo, the report of Dr. Sheldon Jack- 
son t the introduction of domestic reindeer into the District 
of Alaska for 1896; which, with the accompanying report, was 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a petition of the National 
Live Stock Exchange, of Chicago, Ill.,. praying for the enactment 
of legislation affording more adequate protection to mortgagees 





lass | loaning money to mortgagors who are nonresidents of the Indian 


Territory; which wasreferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Dallas, Tex., 
praying for the enactment of legislation authorizing the Presi- 
t of the United States to take possession of the Island of Cuba 
with the military and naval forces of the United States, etc.; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 
also presented a petition of the American Trade Press .Asso- 
ciation of New York City, praying for the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. , 

He also ted the memorial of H. W. Talmage, publisher of 
the Light House, of McKeesport, Pa., remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 





Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Manufacturers’ Club, 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the establishment of a department 
of commerce and manufactures; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

He also ted a petition of sundry citizens of St. Clairsville, 
Ohio, — for the enactment of legislation prohibiting the sale 
of liquor im the Capitol building; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by Eugene Reynolds Post, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Bellefontaine, Ohio, expressing 
sympathy for the Cubans in their struggle for freedom; which was 

to lie on the table. 
also ones @ petition of the American Trade Press Asso- 
ciation of New York City, praying for the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was referred 
to the Committee on ©. st-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also ted memorials of Keepers & Greenbank, publish- 
ers of the Gazette, of Woodsfleld; of W. R. Allison, pub- 
lisher of the Ohio Press, of Steubenville; of W. S. Richard, pub- 
lisher of the Derrick, of Blogmdale, and of C. F. Alexander, 

of the Bainbridge Observer, of Bainbridge, all in the 

of Ohio, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 

Load bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SEWELL ted the petition of Charles Rhoads, of the 
American Literary Union of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the 
enactment of legislation to amend the postal laws relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter, and also to prohibit the transportation of 
obseene matter through the mails; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorials of W. H. Chew, publisher of 
- the National Standard, of Salem; of R. J. Decker, of Hoboken; of 





ASA 


the American Sabbath Tract Society, of Plainfield; of George D. 
Roe, pubiisher of Times and Journal, of Lakewood; of John D. 
Stanton, publisher of the Milk Reporter, of Deckertown; of Alex- 
ander Schlesinger, publisher of New Jersey Staats Zeitung, Jersey 
City; of the National Railway Pablishing Company, publishers 
of the Official Railway Guide, of South Orange; of Hugh Collins, 
yublisher of the Pleasantville Press, of Pleasantville; of Benjamin 

. Crosby, publisher of Tuckerton Beacon, of Tuckerton; of J. 
J. O'Sullivan, publisher of the Pilot, of Butler; of C. E. Pearsall, 
manager of Union County Standard, of Westfield; of Thomas R. 
Hoagland, publisher of Young Men’s Christian Association Points, 
of Paterson; of William Stout, publisher of Church and Home, of 
Rockaway; of M. A. Bugle, publisher of Ocean Grove Times and 
Record, of Ocean Grove, and of W. R. Camp, publisher of the 
Parlor and Lodge and the New Jersey Sentinel, all in the State of 
New Jersey, remonstrating against the sage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorials of J. E. M. Kroupa, man- 
ager of the Delnicke Listy Bohemian Weekly, of Omaha; of C. 8. 
Eonns, publisher of Tribune, of Meadow Grove; of William Breed 
& Son, publishers of Nebraska Volksfreund; of C. C. McHugh, 
publisher of the O'Neill Sun, of O'Neill; of C. R. Schaffer, publisher 
of the Platte River Zeitung, of Fremont; of George F. Goodall, 

publisher of the Beemer Times, of Beemer; of Moses H. Syden- 
caeet publisher of the Central Star of Empire, of Kearney; of A. J. 
Watrous, vublisher of the Coleridge Blade, of Coleridge; of A.,L. 
Riggs, publisher of the Iapi re and of the Word Carrier, of 
Santee Agency; of Sinclair & Clements, publishers of the Ban- 
croft Blade, of Bancroft; of F. H. Nagel, publisher of the Freie 
Presse, of Lincoln; of Sarah B. Harris, publisher of the Lincoln 
Courier, of Lincoln; of George W. Quimby, publisher of the Re- 
corder, of Verdigre; of F. A. Gabur, publisher of the Brock Cham- 
pre. of Brock; of the Western Cyclist Publishing Company, by 

. B. Henderson, president, publisher of the Western Cyclist, of 
Omaha, and of sundry newsdealers and booksellers of Omaha, all 
of the State of Nebraska, remonstrating against the passage of the 
so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Master Car Builders’ Asso- 
ciation of the United States, remonstrating against the adoption 
of the metric system of weights and measurements; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He aleo presented a petition of the members of the People’s Party 
of Kaufman, Tex:, praying Congress to recognize the independence 
of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of Lincoln Federal Labor Union, 
No. 6322, American Federation of Labor, of Lincoln, Nebr., pray- 
ing for the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States providing a system or method of legislation through 
the initiative or referendum; which was referred to the Committee 
on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Nebraska, 
praying for the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution of 
~ the United States recognizing the Deity; which was referred to 

the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also sa a petition of the Young People’s Society of 
Christian Endeavor of Hay Springs, Nebr., praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation prohibiting the sale of liquor in the District of 
Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

He also Ss a petition of the Nebraska National Guard, 

aying that an appropriation be made to properly equip the 
oe of the Nationai Guard of that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

He also presented sundry papers to accompany the bill (S. 2070) 
to remove the charge of desertion from the name of Miles F. Dur- 
kee; which were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented an affidavit to accompany the bill (S. 3189) to 
remove the charge of desertion from the name of Emanuel Schamp; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PEFFER presented a petition of the Ministers’ Union of 
Kansas City, Mo., and oi Kansas City, Kans., praying Congress 
to recognize the independence of Cuba; which was ordered to lie 


on the table. ‘ 

= = oe : ition of ~~ ee pati a Jo 
ciation ew York City, praying for passage of the so-cal 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorials of D. E. Sanders, publisher of 
the Normal Journal, of Fort Scott; of C. H. Mi , publisher 
Sauer O. Outcalf sblichor of the’ anlar .Bi haga 

; of O. O. , pu of Bur R 
and of James M. Jones, uublisher of the News, of Sen , all in 
State of Kansas, and the memorial of G. A. Griffe, publisher 
of the News, of Pond Creek, Oklahoma , remonstratin 
against the passage of the so-called Lond bill, to second- 
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class mail matter; which were r.ferred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. ; ro 
Mr. PASCO presented memorials of Rev. 
D. D., editor of the Florida Christian Ad 
editor of the Halifax Journal; of J. T. Bail, 

Ra sae 
thian, in the State o' rem nst 
passage of the so-called Loud bill, to second-class mail 
matter; which were referred to the Commi on Post-Offices and 


Post- . 

Mr. MORRILL presented a tion of the Society of Colonial 
<n America, praying eos a charter be granted for the 
National Society of Colonial Dames of America, under Senate bill 
No. 3087; which was referred to the Committee on the Li 6 

Mr. GORDON presented a petition of Division 128, Order 
road Conductors, of Atlanta, Ga., and a petition 
Order of Railroad Telegraphers, of Atlanta, Ga., praying 
enactment of legislation to provide for arbitration 
porations and their employees, and also to more fully 
contempt proceedings in Federal courts; which were 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also nted the memorials of George W. 
lisher of the Jewish Tribune, of Atlanta; of . 
Mason, publishers of the Southern Dental 
W. F. Carter, publisher of the Guidon, of 
some ned of the Blackshear Times, of 

howalter Com , publishers of the Musical, 
lock Nelson, publi of the Church in Georgia, 
Charles D. Barker, publisher of the Southern 
Star, of Atlanta; of D. G. Bickers, editor 
of Gainesville; of Frank J. Cohen, editor 
of Atlanta; and of Mayers & Allen, publishers 
Moultrie, all in the State of EY gm remo 
passage of the so-called Loud b 
matter; which were referred to the 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorials of 
publisher of the People’s Press, of 
publisher of the Northwestern Chronicle 
A, Lienan, of the thee sages | of St. 


Minnesota, remonstrating a 

Loud bill, relating to secon 

ferred to the Committee on 
Mr. GEAR nted memorials 


Free Press, Mount Pleasant; of 
Cedar Falls Gazette, Cedar Falls; 
Iowa Medical Journal, Des Moines; 
of the Chronicle, Ellsworth; Cc. 
Constitution-Democrat, Keokuk; of 
ny, of Muscatine; of W. R. M 
lain Dealer, Cresco; of Chas. L. 
Chariton Herald, Chariton; of John J. Clark, 
and Weekly Times-Republican, Bedford; 
ublishers of Charles City Intelligence 
right, publisher of the 
City; of George E. Taylor, publisher of 
Askalvosa; of Ed. , publisher of 
of Messrs. Dorcas Bros., of the 
Mechanicsville; of C. D. 
of Cascade; of B. P. Holst, 


~class 
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Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was 
referred the f concurrent resolution of House of 
resentatives, it without amendment; and it was con- 
sidered by consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That the 
special committee to inv the Soldiers’ Home at Leavenworth, Kans., 

hereby. procure of testimony taken 
said committee shall 


SUSAN WALLER. 


Mr. CULLOM, from the Committee on F 
whom was referred the resolution, su 
VooRHEES 


was 
to pay (eee Wailes cite iat re wee 7 a 
h 


directed 
the of for her necessary and the 
Sets oreee nd reeks 


= s, 
- under sentence of court- 


or enilaven 

tice of said Waller's 

French army in Madagascar. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HAWLEY introduced a bill S. 3485) to the adul- 
teration of foods and drugs in the of Columbia; which was 
read twice its title, and referred to the on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. introduced a bill (S. 8486) for the relief of 


W. H. Wade, late captain and acting regimental quartermaster 
Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers; which was read twice by its title, 


and referred to the Committee on a eo 
He also introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 187) ae to the 
la of electric subways in the District of Columbia; ch was 


rod ries by its title, and referred to the Committeeon the District 
of Columbia. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I an order will be made to t the 
joint resolution immediately, so that it can get early to the Com- 
mnittee on the District of Columbia in time for action in the morning. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 
AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. WALTHALL submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 


poet him to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropria- 
ion pulce wan tetas’ to the Conetioee on Cine ca 
ordered to be ted. 


Mr, LER submitted an amendment intended to be 
posed by him to the District of ae mameetieaien der which 
was referred to the Committee on Ap tions, and ordered to 


DG proposed 
eo to the legislative, executive, and judicial a tion 
to the Committee on Reweunietivas, and 


Mr. DAVIS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 

him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to 
Committee on j ee 

posed by him tothe Arm SSeprlanion Ws: ‘Whi wes reteee 
on bill; w was refe 

tnd Comte ek ey Abuse, and ondeved to be printed. 
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Iask for the adoption of the following order: 


Ordered, That 2,000 copies of Senate Document N aie Cow 
Eee, egoond session, bo printed for the Wee of tho Senate, plnced ix tho 


ical and other scientific tions of 
the District of Columbia, and the cost of the ting will be 
$56. I have had the cost estimated. _ the right to 
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order printing up to $500 without a reference to the Committee on 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Swett in the chair). Is 
there ion to the adoption of the order? The Chair hears 
none, the order is agreed to. 


ACCOUNT OF PACIFIC RAILROADS. 


Mr. PETTIGREW submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


That the Secre of the Interior be directed to send to the 


Senate a of the account.of the amount due the sinking fund of the Cen- 
tral and U on account of subsidies the Pacific Mai 
Stéamship Company by said roads an ucted from the gross earnings o 
said roads and tooperating expenses, which account was transmitted 


to the Treasury Department by the Secretary of the Interior on the Sth da 
of March, 1886, ther with a copy of the letter of the Secretary of the 
Interior transmitting said account. 


RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS, ETC. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, and he is hereby, directed to 
send to the Senate a statement concerning the action of the President or the 
of State touching the tion of any Soveien people or power 
as an t government, as shown by papers and correspondence on 
file in the Department, and the connection with the same by any action or 
course of proceedings of any other branch of the Government. 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE EMPLOYEES. 


Mr. LODGE submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Public Printer be, and he is hereby, directed to send te 
the Senate the information called for in the resolution of June 10, 1298. 
PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had 
on this day a ved and signed the act (S. 2306) to amend Title 
LX, chapter 3, of the Revised Statutes, relating to copyrights. 


THE LAS ANIMAS GRANT. 


Mr. WHITE. The dill (S. 2007) to authorize the United States 
Court of Private Land Claims to hear, try, and determine the 
issues as to the extent and boundaries of the Las Animas grant, 
was introduced by me some time ago and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. Since that time I have learned that it was 
improperly referred and should have gone to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. I havespoken to the senior member of the 


| Committee on Public Lands with reference to it, and I believe 


there is no objection to its recall from that committee. I ask 
that the committee be discharged from the further consideration 
of wy bill and that it be referred to the Committee on Private 
Lan i 


Claims. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, the 
change of reference indicated by the the Senator from California 
will be made. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
Brownina, its Chief Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the 
House had signed the following enrolled bills; and they were 
thereupon signed by the Vice-President: 

A bal (S. 887) to refer the claim of the owners of the brig 
Tally-Ho to the Court of Claims; 

A bill (S. 17238) to approve and ratify the construction of a 
bridge over and across Caddo Lake, at Sectinaspert, La., by the 
Kansas City, Shreveport and Gulf Railway Company; 

A bill (S. 1724) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and 
Gulf Railway Company toconstruct and maintain a bridge across 
the Black River in Louisiana. 

A bill (S. 2989) toincrease the pension of Caroline S. Baker; and 

A bill (H. R. 4281) granting an increase of pension to George 
Johnson, of Lenox, lowa. 


IMPRISONMENT OF JULIO SANGUILLY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
resolution of the Senator from Florida Us CALL] coming over 
from a previous day. The resolution will be read. 

The niney read the resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
CALL, as follows: 


Resoived, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
requested to send to the Senate, either in open or secret session, as he may 
prefer, if, in his opinion, not incompatible with the public interest, all the 
correspondence and reports of the consul-general of the United States at 
Habana relating to the arrest. imprisonment, trial, and condemnation to per- 

tual imprisonment in chains, of Julio Sanguilly, a citizen of the United 
Btates, by the authorities of Spain in Cuba. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, there is another resolution upon 
the subject which was introduced yesterday. I desire them both 
to be ee ae the Senate at the same time. _ 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read. 

















The Secretary read the joint resolution introduced yesterday by 
Mr. Cau, as follows: 


er A joint resolution (8. R. 186) instructing the President to demand the 
boos release of Julic Sanguilly. 


cae Whereas Julio Sanguilly, an American citizen, arrested in his home in Ha- | eight or ten of these 
4e bana the day before the outbreak of the present insurrection, has been con- and no one to 
Prt fined in his cell in the Cabanas prison for the past twenty-three months; and ys, and then only 
Sate ee Whereas the lawyer who defended him in his first trial has also been im- 
oh eae are prisoned in said p mn; an 
4 Whereas his principal witness, Lopez Coloma, was shot in svid prison by | arms under the 
, onian of oo ag authorities immediately preceding the second trial of 
. 8a n ; an 
pet Whereas the attorney who conducted the prossedings in the appeal before 
ty the authorities at Madrid has since been —T his office and erholu- 
ie ae — attached thereto by the authorities at id in consequence thereof; 
ee ant 
ee ol Whereas the said Julio Sanguilly has been tried and condemned to per- 
Sora petval imprisonment in chains, without evidence against him and without 


































































the opportunity of defense: Therefore, 

ae Resolved the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 

wes America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States be 

bes instructed to demand the immediate release of the said Julio Sanguilly with 
: permission to return to the United States. 


Mr. CALL. Mr. President, there was laid before the Senate 
a | yesterday, under a resolution of the Senate, a from the 
——— President transmitting a report from the Secretary of State accom- 
ee panied - copies of correspondence of Consul Lee con- 
soap cerning the death of Charles Govin, a citizen of the United States, 
ao who, it is alleged, was captured without arms, without being en- 
ee oe gaged in the revolution, being there in the Island of Cuba merel 
ee asa reporter. It is stated that he was tied to a tree and oneal 
ear to pieces by the military forces of Spain. This report of the con- 
j sul-general, communicated to the State Department, is from Gen- 
SOA eral Lee, which was made to the Senate yesterday, and was ordered 
to be printed. I had thought perhaps it was better that that re- 
es ae port should be printed and in the hands of Senators before any 
a consideration of these resolutions. 
Ac ee Mr. HARRIS. Govin was a citizen of the United States? 
SS agin ae Mr. CALL. He was a citizen of the United States, the son of 
————— a former consul of the United States to Italy under one of the 
eee Republican Administrations, his father being a native of Cuba, 
aa i but having left the Island of Cuba during the last revolution and 
= becoming a citizen of the United States, resident in the State of 
‘jee Florida. This was his son, born in the United States, as I under- 
Ar a stand, and a citizen in the full sense of the term. 
z While I had intended to ask that the resolution lie over until 
Bis the report was printed, I think I can state the contents of the 
ioe report so clearly that when it is received here my statement will 
aig be verified by the report of the consul-general. The consul-gen- 
eee eral states in a demand upon the Governor-General of Cuba that 
eh it is charged, upon information which is satisfactory to him, that 
tee this citizen of United States was captured without arms, with- 
‘ae ; out being engaged in the military service of the insurgents in Cuba, 
so without participation of any kind in the military operations a 
ca carried on there, an that he was deliberately tied to two trees an 
; ; cut to pieces by the —— soldiers, piece by piece. TheGovernor- 
3 General oa in forwarding the communication of the officer 
- immediately in command—whose name I do not now remember— 
i Lope atti Rpeationi sags Memnaiee, eee eye nag raga 
Re As died from his wounds, The -general of the United States 
dae replies that the information which he has received justifies him 
qe. in the belief that this statement is net true. 
Pgs i In the report of the consul-general as submitted to the Senate 
Pile +E: there are eliminated from it by stars sho omissions the state- 
ee ments referred to by the consul-general of the United States as 
—— being extra-official. To this it is replied by the Governor-General 
—— that he should not take the unofficial statements of persons who 
——_— ~~ were prejudiced against Spain, nor should they be made the sub- 
ee aa ject of a communication between friendly governments; that the 
ie nited States can not make use of these unofficial statements con- 
trary to the official statements of the officers of Spain in command. 
These statements referred to are not given in this report. It is 
possible that it may be considered by the Department of State and 
the President that it isinconsistent with the public interests in his 
judgment to communicate these statements. We can not tell in 
to that. The fact, however, appears from the stars con- 
ned in the report that there are omissions of papers referred to 
in the communication of the consul-general. 
Mr. President, ee to read a statement, and the Senate in 
the present state of this question must _— my statement that 
if comes from a is entirely reli ; 
has received high consideration from the American people in the | 
shape of official promotions, who has been or will be a member of 
one of the branches of this Government—its legislative branch. 
The statement was dictated by this-person. I will not give his 
name. I am not authorized.todo so. I have no doubt it will 
appear in due time. But I will state to the Senate that this state- 
ment was dictated by a person of character; & person who 
stands high in the consideration of all who know hi 
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rotected under a treaty 





stipulation ew them safety of life, of liberty, and of 


prisons of the Cabanas and Morro Castle are full 
em. They are stained with the blood of American citizeus, 
as is exhibited by the facts stated in this report of the consul-gen- 
statements from a reliable source. It only needs that 
shall investigate carefully the fact in order that the 
y be taken off this scene of butchery. 
. President, the government that fails to protect its citizens 
their liberty, and their property in foreign lands, 
have a right to go under treaty stipulations, justly 
the execration of mankind. A great Republic of 80,000,000 
denying to its imprisoned citizens appealing to it to pre- 
i of the treaty, and the pledge for their protec- 
tenced to tual imprisonment in chains, hesitating as 
course it should pursue, presents a spectacle te the world 
discreditable not only to this great representative of freedom and 
individual rights, but to every government that claims to be soy- 
= and dent. 
It is idle, Mr. President, to say that these things are not true. 
aretrue. I am informed by this statement that the facts are 
upon the files of the De ent of State, and if they were not that 
proof could easily be ned. 

The reply is made to this demand, to this appeal from innecent 
citizens in confinement under the authority of Spain, in resolutions 
of boards of trade and of meetings in the country sent here, that 
it. will disturb trade, it will interrupt commerce, it will produce a 
decline of the ¢ staples of agriculture—and that Sanguilly shall 
remain in that American citizens imprisoned in these for- 
tresses shall be allowed to stay there, because, perchance, in the 
assertion of right, in the enforcement of treaty obligations, war 


might occur. 

Mr. President, trade is not preserved by the neglect to enforces 
treaty stipulations for the protection of the lives and the liberty 
and v of American citizens. Commerce is not pre- 
served ey meer ee by the permission at emepne and of 
arbi prisonment of our citizens engaged in commerce in 

aaa Trade and commerce at home can not be preserved 
omy and successfully if we negiect the obligations of our 

to our citizens abroad. If there were no question of 
patriotism, if this god of business is to be allowed to suppress the 
sentiments of humanity, to suppress the demands of religion, to 
—— the manhood and courage of our people, if we were to 
this low nt and say that cowardice, the lack of public 
spirit, was to preferred to the danger of war, it would be an 
unwise and ruinous policy. There can be no prosperity in a 
country where there is no sense of patriotism and national honor, 
where the name American citizen becomes a reproach and does 
not carry with it the sanction of protection to his life, his property, 
and his business. Upon every ground of patriotism, of self-respect, 
of the future character of this great people, of humanity, of civili- 
zation, and Christianity, this Government should demand the 
release of Julio Sanguilly and of all American citizens who have 
been ca without arms in their hands and without full and 
fair of complicity with the insurgent movement in 
Cuba. 

What answer can be made to that proposition? A denial of the 
facts. And that denial must rest upon the assumption that these 
statements are untrue, upon the assumption that the consul-gen- 
eral in the report which he has made here in the case of Govin— 
that the statements as tothe manner of his death as given by the 
Spanish authorities are not true, but that the statements which 
are unofficially given are true. What a spectacle is presented 
when we become es to this false assertion to cover up the 
murder, the brutal murder, of an American citizen. 

Mr. President, the objection is made and published and cir- 
culated in the newspapers—I have one here from New York in 
the Advertiser—that the + powers of Europe will intervene to 
aid Spain in a war to be declared upon the United States if perad- 
venture we should exercise the sovereign right which we have of 

izing the existence of a de facto government as an inde- 
t and sovereign government. 

Mr. President, it is an unreasonable proposition. It can not be 
true. There is no ground of public law, there is no precedert in 
the customs of nations, for the declaration of war as a ground of 

as a ground of policy there may have been—upon a 


Gl 
Pie 


it 


‘| nation recognizing the existence of an actual power, a power which 


alone can protect them in their intercourse with the ro of 
the country under their subjection. From whom will a citizen 
of the United States receive protection in so much of an insurgent 

, wherever it may be, as in the permanent command of 
some ; power? Is it from that which has been dis- 
placed? Arewe to suspend trade, intercourse, and the obligatious 
of treaties because a government is unable to maintain by foree 
the subjection of its people and its territory? Is there any reason 


| im that proposition? As applied to the Island of Cuba, for years 
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the interior of that island has been (except the soil actually occu- 
= by the forces of Spain) in the control and subject to the juris- 

iction of the Cuban forces, claiming to be a Republicand organized 
as a Republic. 

But if it were so, if the great powers of Europe, if the monarchs 
of Europe should consolidate their power, should determine to 
ynake war upon the Republic of the United States because in the 
interest of suffering humanity, in the interest of civilization, in 
the interest of republican government, they have determined to 
exercise their power for these great ends, what effect would it have 
upon the masses of Europe? hat effect would it have upon their 
own subjects? What atatesman would be so unwise as to attempt 
to organize the power of monarchy, the power of imperialism, 
against this Republic a the interests of humanity and 
of right? No wise statesman, Mr. President, will do anything to 
inaugurate a struggle of this kind between the existing order of 
governments and the masses of the people, for it is easy to perceive 
that the sympathies of mankind, the sentiment of all Christian 
peoples, would be with this Republic in maintaining that which is 
right, that which they have a right to demand, and which they are 
bound to demand wherever a people assert their right to govern 
themselves successfully. 

Have we not proclaimed to the world that governments exist by 
the just consent of the governed alone; that a people have inalien- 
able rights of life, liberty, and property which every government 
must respect? Is that true or isit a falsehood? If it be true, have 
we no right to say that these rights must be respected, that they 
must not be destroyed, and that if a people asserting for them- 
selves these rights upon which we have founded our Government 
assert them successfully for any considerable period of time, shall 
it be said that we are false to those pledges if we say to them, 
‘*We do not recognize that right for you which we have declared 
to be fundamental and the basis of government throughout the 
world?” 

Mr. President, there is no danger, and these considerations evi- 
dence that there is no danger, of any combination of Huropean 
powers against this Republic. There is no advocacy of war in 
these propositions; there is no disrespect to the Spanish Govern- 
ment. Its methods in Cuba have marked the long period of its 
decadence. They have been the same causes that have led to 
that subordination of the great power of Spain from being the 
head of the European powers to being the least powerful amongst 
them now. There is no disrespect to her to say that. the people 
of Cuba, who for so many years have followed the example of 
Mexico and the South American Republics, have found that the 
form of government given them by Spain did not answer their 
purposes, that it was not in accordance with their sentiments 
under the example of this American Republic, and that they have 
adopted as true that which we have proclaimed to the people of 
the world and asserted for ourselves. Isit any disrespect to Spain 
to say that in this long period of decay which has marked her 
public career it is to be attributed to the attempt to maintain a 
colonial subjection of these distant empires, to point to the differ- 
ence between England and her colonial system of free govern- 
ment, and to say that now, when you have so incensed the 
pepulation that they will not tolerate the idea, when, catching the 
example of successful revolution from the vast empires upon this 
hemisphere, they are penetrated with this idea, and you can not 
subdue it, and you must not subdue it by these barbarous meth- 
ods, is it any disrespect to that Government to say that we are 
compelled to recognize as a fact an organized power which has 
successfully maintained itself and to recognize as a fact that these 
methods which you have pursued toward these American citi- 
zens are methods which render it impossible for you to succeed? 

The suggestion, Mr. President, is without foundation that.in 
this age any combination of European powers can deliberately 
assert that they will make war upon a people for recognizing the 
independence of another people who have successfully maintained 
that independence for several years when that assertion of their 
right to independence rests upon causes that are manifestly right, 
to wit, the impossibility of good government over thatisland from 
a country so far distant and in the conditions which exist there. 
The wise friend of Spain, Mr. President, the wise statesman in 
Spain, the counselor whose judgment should be followed, would 
be he who would say: ‘‘Sever these relations; go on and reassert 
for yourself the qualities which have made you great amongst the 
nations of the earth; proceed to establish the policies which will 
restore the spirit that characterized this nation when she was fore- 
most among the nations of Europe; again reestablish your indus- 
tries, cultivate the love of letters and of learning which at one 
time filled the University of Salamanca with 4,000 students. and 
again enter upon a course cf prosperity with lighter taxation. 
Look to Africaif you wish to extend your colonial domination, not 
here, to a people imbittered and estranged by methods of govern- 
ment which would produce revolution anywhere, by arbitrary 

wer vested in single persons far removed from the control of the 
overnment of Spain, subjecting the lives, the property, the every- 
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thing of these people to the caprice of one man, of a soldier, 
haps a man indifferent to human sufféring, and thus su’ 
them, without trial, without tribunals, without reasonable proc- 
esses of law, but being taken upon suspicion and condemned to 
perpetual imprisonment in chains. ; 

It seems to me that we are degenerating in the character of our 
people and in the character of our Government; that we are 2 
back some centuries when we fail to have courage, to have 
ism, to have Christianity, to have on, to have a sense 
justice and right sufficient to demand, and. oad 
the release of American citizens held in on and 
to chains upon suspicion without evidence, then talk 
delay. Mr. President, this is no new thing. The blood 
soldiers and the men of the Virginius will remind us that 
a matter of to-day, as will the slaughter of the students in € 
the attempted mutilation of a statue, the sixteen boys 
to suppress the spirit of revolt and discontent. It would seem 
if the manhood of toe Se ee a . Are 
80,000,000 people, the most pow: in the w with tu- 
tions framed upon the declaration that a peopie have a cause 
to assert their right of self-government, to permit Julio 
tneurgente, endl without evitease to pessets ieehs SEs edie b 
insurgents, and withou a 
tree and cut to pieces deliberately and the fact ? < 

Mr. President, there can be no eeeey there can be no respect 
among the nations of the earth for a government that fails to pro 
tect the lives and the liberty of its citizens under 
tions. The spectacle is one that belittles the 
States and their Government.in the consideration 
of the world, and ought to belittle it.  — 

The idea of disturbing trade! What trade will there be when 
the name of American citizen is a word of reproach, r 
is permitted to be cut to pieces and Julio to be 
from his bed and condemned by a in violation 
of the very words of the treaty, and then sentenced to eight years’ 
imprisonment in chains after the reversal of his sentence 
supreme tribunal? 

The Island of Cuba lies immediately our shores, but that 
eet ath iekeemtopes | raylighed by eae sor 

ess independence is accom measures or 
be frogs of herown. That is no reason why we should interfere, 

at island is capable of being a place where a vast of our 

population, unemployed, may find ment; it is 
capable of sustaining 10,000,000 . These are » 
which would point to the peaceable negotiation of this Govern- 
ment for the establishment of a there; 
surely, Mr. President, when these people have asserted for them- 
selves a government of their own, when they have maintained it 
for more than two years, aye, for three years, when they have, in 
every shape and form, a power of themselves 
surely that is a reason why we, havi 
people, we, i 
of this great 
that perpetual disturbance will con: 
because of the enterprise and adventureof American citizens cross- 
ing in a few hours a narrow channel; we, knowing that peaceable 
relations with the foreign Government of Spain itself demand that 
a free government should be established in 
seeking to assert power over it, knowing that there will be 
petual discord, and knowing that the the United 

will not permit to pass unnoticed the m American ci 
under the methods which have been pursued in Cuba in 

to Govin and in relation to Sanguilly; 
will not consent that women shall be 
dered and outraged; knowing that 
people is one of manhood and character, 
patient spectators of such things—are not 
which should address themselves to the minds of statesmen? 
— it be before these facts will so arouse the American 
ple that no power can stay them from passing in such 
even without the sanction of this Government, 
country that may be open to them. oe 
alae ental a 
co e com powers 0 : 
people, but the brave men of every ithe 
progresses, from going to the support of any 
may be established there as a against : 

Instead of the Monroe of republicanism, have we. 
back to the assertion of imperialism this continent, to 

Is that progress 


establishment of arbitrary go 
public opinion in this country? 

The people of the State which I have the honor in 
resent are very closely connected with the of 
is a constant intercourse gon. Many of " 
cated; are a people of a h Be tan 
have been persons of large wealth. Iam 
very few native Cubans who are not engaged 
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uestion will not be 
have no more 


that they can rise and maintain their value when our com- 

merce is , when the relations of trade with other coun- 

tries to this are ly adjusted, when we can exchange our 
roducts for the ucts of other countries—thi declarati 


obligations , perchance, there may be war with Spain, an 
impossible thing, or that there may be war with the great powers 
of monarchy in Europe, an impossible event; war to preserve 
monarchy against a blic its right to recognize 
another blic and not interfering at all with Spain’s power to 
conquer. 


Mr. President, there is no law of civilized nations which permits 
the ish Government to hold as criminals men captured on 
vessels carrying munitions of war to Cuba for insurgent 
urposes. There is no law of nations which permits the Spanish 
overnment to murder even the Cuban insurgents who are cap- 
tured in battle. By every custom of every civilized nation they 
have the right to be held as ers of war. That was our cus- 
tom in the late civil war. e killed ye porn because they 
were soldiers in the Confederate army. e outraged no women 
we destroyed the lives of no children because they were foun 
within the aw States. Why, then, should this body hesi- 
tate? Why shvuld an organized movement be carried on through- 
out the United States, from some central point, in the interest of 
Spain, by resolutions of boards of trade, that Sanguilly shall 
remain in chains; that the Govin butc shall be concealed; that 
the walls of the fortresses of Spai not be cleansed of the 
blood of innocent Americans slain without a — of conformity 
with the laws of war between civilized nations? Yet it is true 
that action is delayed in this body. It is true that for two years 


there have been repetitions of the massacre of the on 
the Virginius, repetitions of thes hter of chilenietn there 
innocent noncombatants—and the whole force of the United States 
. Arming directly used to protect and continue that condition of 

Mr. President, the Government of Great Britain is justly 
esteemed throughout the world, because the Englishman can say, 
“The power of Great Britain surrounds me here.” He can say 
what ca of the little war ship said when he demanded 
that all British subjects taken u board the Virginius should 
be returned on board his vessei before the sun sets. The answer 
was made that ‘‘ the forces presevt are sufficient to destroy and 
.” He made the ud reply. * But 
pr pach bar eer yr ny er ap Aig Are an Great Britain out 
es ee sa mance Sp et a 
before the sun sets every British subject shall be 
decks of this ship under the .” While our American 
citizens were tered, the subjects of Great Britain were sur- 
rendered and under the English flag. What an example 
tous! How idle to talk about suppressing this sentiment of the 
American — or of any civilized country! How long would 
England stand it if one of her ha uced his 
papers of citizenship, which are struck from his with con- 
tempt, were tied to a tree and cut to pieces, having committed no 


offense, upon suspicion that he was g to with the 
insurgent forces? on tee could Ueaiaad Gea G & ene ct 




























her subjects were taken suspicion, and, without fair trial, 
without witnesses, were in confinement for twenty-three 
months and sentenced by a military tribunal to imprison- 
ment in Spain? If, later, that sentence were to eight 
years, as in the case of ellen Mate Fegan, 
The relations of the pe of Florida to the Island of Cuba are 


I demand that- 
the 
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such as to bring to their notice these cases, and to bring to their‘ 
notice the condition of feeling that exists aes people of 


Cuba, the intelligent portion of the people of Cuba, the men of 
character, and there are men of character, there are men of intel- 

, there are men of education amongst them. The senti- 
ment which pervades the — of the State of Florida is almost 
universal in favor, not of the annexation of the island, but of 
those people having a government based upon the principles of 
humanity, in favor of a government which shal! protect the lives 
and liberty of the people, which shall advance the prosperity of 
the island, which 1 furnish a place where the enterprising 
American can engage in business. That he will go, that they 
will be found there by the ten thousand in the near future, there 
can be no doubt. 

While we do not advocate nor desire war, we are satisfied that 
there are worse things than war. If any part of the country be 
exposed to the possible chances of injury in a condition of war, it 
would be the peninsula of Florida, but her people are courageous, 
her people are a Christian , her people sympathize with the 
progress of mankind, with liberal institutions, with republican 
governments, with patriotism, with the sentiment which would 
make the Stars and Stripes the symbol of power and protection to 
the citizen of the United States wherever the sun shines. 

Mr. President, I ask that the resolution requesting information 
~——- be Sele 

e VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution submitted by the Senator from Florida. 

The resolution was to. 

Mr. CALL. The joint resolution which I introduced was pre- 

by an «_inent citizen in Habana who is cognizant of all the 

acts connected with the case, a man of high character. It reflects 

the opinions, the aes and the judgment of a man whose name, 

if I were permitted to disclose it, would carry conviction with it 

everywhere. I move that the joint resolution be referred to the 

Committee on Foreign Relations, and I hope for speedy action in 
the matter. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. LODGE. In the absence of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations, I move that the Senate go into executive 
session to consider two treaties which the committee desire to 
have considered. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business. After fifteen minutes spent 
im executive session the doors were reopened. 


SIOUX RESERVATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask unanimous consent for the immedi- 
ate consideration of the bill (S. 3328) to amend an act entitled 
‘*An act to repeal the timber-culture laws, and for other purposes.” 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, anche to consider the bill. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I will state in explanation of the bill that 
it simply relates to lands opened to settlemen.. on the Great Sioux 
Reservation. Itis toobviate double payment for the land. 
lands were opened to settlement, and the settlers were required, if 
they commuted or paid for the land at the end of fourteen monihs’ 
residence, to pay the Indian price. The bill does not relieve them 
from that payment. But afterwards Congress passed an act inad- 
vertently, not intended to apply to those lands, which now re- 
quires the settlers to make two payments. It compels them not 
only to pay the Indians, but to pay the Government $1.25 an acre. 

I have in this connection a letter from the Interior Department 
which I desire to have read, as it explains the whole matter. The 
bill was unanimously reported from the Committee on Public 


Lands. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


Those 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND Office. 
Washington, D. C., December 9, 1896. 


Sra: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of Decem- 
ber 5, 1896, requesting information as to the ruling requiring homestead set- 
tlers on lands formerly embraced in Indian reservations to pay the Govern- 
ment for the land in addition to the payment required for the benefit of the 


as you desire to have the law amended, if an amendment is required 
for the relief of the homestead settlers. 


In oy have to state that the only requirement of the nature indicated 
rtains to the lands formerly embraced in the Great Sioux Reservation in 
States of North Dakota, South Dakota, and Nebraska. 


These lands were aon to settlement and entry under the provisions of 
the act of March 2, 1889 (25 Stat., 888). 

Said act provides that the lands “shall be disposed of by the United States 
to actual settlers only under the provisions of the homestead law (except sec- 


m 2301 thereof) and under the laws relating to town sites: Provided, That 
each settler under and in accordance with the provisions of said homestead 
acis shall pay to the United States for the land so taken by him. in addition 
to the fees provided by law, the sum of $1.25 per acre for aii lands disposed of 
within the firs: effect of this act, and the sumof 


t three years after the ss 
t 


cents per acre for all lands disposed of w 


hin the next two years following 
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thereafter, and 50 cents per acre for the residue of the lands then ent 
of, and shall be entitled to a patent therefor to said homes 
jaws, and after the full payment of said sums.” 

‘It will be noticed that under said act no commutation of homestead entries 
was permissible. 

Rection 6 of the act of March 3, 1891 (28 Stat.. 1095), which amended section 
231, United § sae s Revised Statutes, relating to commutation of homestead 
entri es, provide 

and the provisions of this section shall iy Siete on the ceded por- 
tions of the Sioux Reservation by act appro 2, 1889, in South aaatenin, 
but shall not relieve said settlers from any Eis Vionora now required b 

Under date of May 18, 1895 (22 L. D., ae tary, having 
under consideration the al cclanet tonto te of South Dakote ‘for 5 per 
ceat of the net proceeds of sales of tone srithis the boundaries of what is 
known as the opened ion of the Great Sioux Reservation,” held that the 

rovisions of section 6 of the act-of March 3, 189] (supra), “ clearly recognizes 





formerly foam as and being 
and Wapakoota Sioux = Indians, cal 
fits enjoyed iy them and Paes 
and 1851, and for other ia was = eee first bill 
on the Calendar. 
a Tn the absence of the Senator who reported 
Rule’ Vill, without prejadics Bo ceme as einen. 

© ce. 
and I think perhaps it should be talnon upehanieouiapademmner: 





TS restoring the Santee sof No- 













° trust character of the paymentsoriginally required of oe of Sioux | consideration than is ible at this time. 
lands, and means that when, such ent en so elect, they may commute, 
after the time named, by paying the mi um price for oe land, in addition The VICE-PRESID . Without objection, that order will be 
to She, payments req ed under the act of 1889 ae A ne % taken. 
n view oi onoral Eartieny: 8 decision, district land officers hav- 
ing jurisdiction over the Sioux oie were instructed, by letter C of June FLAGS FOR SCHOOLHOUSES. 
homesteads for said 





23, 1895, to collect from parties appl tying to commute 
lands $1.25 per acre, in addition to payments required under the act of 
March 2, 1889 (supra), and similar action was taken on all cases pending in 
this office unpatented. 

Homestead settlers who make ordinary five-year proof are not affected by 
gaid ruling, which —- only to commuted homes entries. 


er. E. F. BEST 
Assistant Commissioner. 
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Hon. R. F. PerricRew. 
United States Senate. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without nant ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ARMY APPOINTMENTS BY BREVET. 


Mr. SEWELL. I ask for the present consideration of the bill 
(Hi. R. 8719) wee pag for appointment by brevet of active or 
retired officers of the United States Army. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been 
from the Committee on Millitary Affairs with an amendment, in 
line 5, after the word *‘war,” to strike out “shall” and insert 
*‘may, at the discretion of the President;” so as to make the bill 
read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That all officers of the Regular Army of the United 
States, active or retired, who are in the volunteer forces during the late 








FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of 2 o'clock having arrived, 
oe before the Senate the unfinished business, which is 

ouse 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 3656) 
on the public lands in Oklahoma 


tory 
fide , and the lands for that 
Mr. PETTIGREW. Tee has been read at th, and I 














2 of 
war may, at t the diseretion of <ae® resident, receive a brevet in the lar the Th of 
Army equal to the highest rank held or the highest brevet received in the committee. The report of the majority was read, but not the 
d volunteer forces and be as of the date of such | report of the minori I think perhaps it would be better to have 
eeweke "Provided, That oo oo. not soraminsioned wicondangly as of the dnts of - ty, 





higher grade in the Regular Arm 


The amendment was 0. 
Mr. COCKRELL. I should ‘ice to ask the Senator from New 






Jersey if the bill carries any increased compensation in any shape, The Secretary. Im section 1, it is i to strike 
manner, or form? out the words “in the Territory of “anes at the end of 
Mr. SEWELL. In no shape, manner, or fashion. It gives | line 15 to add the following proviso 





nothing. It is purely honorary, and at the discretion of the 
President. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There is no possibility by which they can 
have ee y by reason of this commission 

Mr. SEWEL Oh, no; not atall. There are ouly about sev- 
enty any way who will be liable to appointment. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amer 1- 
™Th Te eee to be engrossed fi third reading, read 

The bill was ‘or a thi ing, 
the third time, and passed. 



































MRS. FLORENCE E. MAYBRICK. 


Mr. HOAR. There is on the Caiendar a joint resolution (S. R. 
129) requesting the Government of Great Britain to pardon Mrs. 
Florence E. Maybrick as an act of magnanimity. The joint reso- 
lution was referred to the J ae Committee and unanimously 
reported adversely, but put oa peer because it was sup- 

i there might be some part of the Senator who 
introduced it to address the Senate. + pa my I believe he has no 
such desire, and I move that the joint resolution lie upon the table. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let it be indefinitely 

Mr. HOAR. Well, Ido not care once course is taken. I do 
not want to have it kept upon the Calendar, where one will have 
to ee a it. Let a: 

r. COCKRELL. it be indefinitely postponed. 
Mr. HOAR. Ver 
‘The ae EN T. Without objection, that order will 


be 

Mr. HOAR. Perhaps I ought to state that the reason why I did 
not move the indefinite postponement was because the Senator 
from Florida [Mr. CALL] was not in his seat. Upon his return to 
the Chamber, if he should desire a different disposition made of 
ie Be a ere ae Oe to SP er oe tle 


SANTEE SIOUX INDIANS, ETC. - 


‘The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Calendar under Rule VII is in 
order. ‘The ficst case will be called. 
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purchased, with the iptiane, reservations, by the settlers. If this amendment should be adopted and the bill pass, 
added ~~. eae the to Seo would be called upon to pay in the future, including tho 
extent of acres of land. For or f500.000 yet due on the Cherokee Ou purchase, a sum approximating 
vation, 985; Reserva’ and Res- It 1s proper to remark here that negotiations are now in progress for the 
ervation, $5,026,447; in all, ay which, pe terms sorocne. of other lands embraced in other reservations with a view to open- 
were mainly to be paid for from upon the disposal a for settlement upon the same terms with rd to the reimburse- 


purchase State of Montana, with the Fort Hall Reservation Indians in Idaho, with the 
Uintah Reservation Indians in the State of Utah, and the Yakima Indians in 


in 95. 
t acts providing for the of lands to | the State of W , Which commission was appointed and is now nego- 
onfemert proven © the i shal be opened | tiating with the In addition, there are goriies in Congress bills to 
‘and the pro of the the —_—_ ratify and confirm agreements already made with Indians for the purchase 
: ene en ees shall, in to with re- | and cession of lands as follows: Agreement with the Turtle Mountain Band 
Y of act, pay a sum per acre for | of the Chippewa Indians in the State of North Dakota, with the Indians of the 

land at the expiration of five years’ residence in order to obtain a patent | Shoshone or Wind River Reservation in Wyoming, of the Comanche, Kiowa, 
price dA tribes of Indians in Oklahoma Territory, with the Lower Pend 


lands. the w have been prescribed in the cases alroad 
Aa 2 condaiien of tee cession of Sioux it was, how- uituded ton In the Indian tion bill of last year the Secretary of the 

ever, ee set in asa Interior was authorized to a t a commission to treat with Indians for 

fund for the benef the #00 the cession of portions of the Crow and Flathead Indian Reservation in the 


i 
; 
: 
i 
; 
., 
: 
E 


or in Washin ,and with the Indians of Pyramid 
cessions igme ces Wane ver Reservation in Nevada. The number of acresof land 


of the land. A ia ranean eS has been | affected by unratified agreements already made and by the negotiations of the 
settled upon, but have been to information as | commission heretoforealluded tocan not be specified by the undersigned, nor 
to the precise number of acres which have been Sos Saens oy geass. the amount of purchase money involved, but may be generally stated as 















t amounting to several millions. 
representation of the: ers that on account of drought ol from negotiations and agreements for such cessions have been made or are 
it was hard for to make the required payment at the end of their | being conducted a the understood policy of the Government that it shall 
Pe years’ residence, of these statutes a only to single reserva- | be reimbursed for amounts to be paid from the proceeds arising from the 
tions, but the last two Sens bills aa enahenmtemned ocianss of the lands when opened to settlement. 
extending the time in all instat.ces for ene year. the time of final pay- the land already to settlement upon Indian reservations here- 
ment for all of said lands has been extended until the full period of seven | tofore ceded shall be taken up, the sum to be paid therefor by the settlers 
years after pemastententer shel have elapsed. will be $35,853,006.86. This bill proposes to release the settlers from the pay- 
The bill under as it the House applied only to ceded | ment of thissum. It is probable that a portion of the lands thus opened to 
Indiaw lands in the Territory of where the ye of inability to | settlement will not be settled upon under the homestead act. and therefore 
make payment resulting from successive years of drought was most ey 4 the amount to be realized will not reach the full sum stated. It is impossible 
urged, but by the committee amendments the provisions of the for the undersigned to ascertain what portion of the lands are not adapted 
to ceded Indian lands, the ae more than three | to homestead settlement. In the majority report it is estimated that not 
that in the bill as it passed House. All the lands on | more than $17,500,000 will be relinquished by the Government., In the opinion 
the Indian thus opened for settlement have beer paid for by the | of the undersigned this_estimate falls far short of the probable loss to the 
Gonsenmans Satete the Gpaning of the same, « pt in the ease of the Government by the e of this bill. 
ne oe pee a pene was to be made foctelienente, and the sum of A table printed by the Commissioner of the General Land Office is inserted 
eee unpaid, and in the case of the Great Sioux, Chippewa, | herewith, showing in detail the facts and figures as to the number of acres, 
and reservations, where the Indians are to be paid as the Caen: to be paid by the settlers, etc., in the case of each reservation. Both 
ment shall receive money from the settlers upon disposal of the lands. Commissioner of the General Land Office and the Secretary of the Inter- 
Another amendment proposed to the bill in effeet requires that the Govern- | ior, upon their being asked respecting the wisdom and the propriety 
ment shall, upon the settlers from payment of their obligations, | of the passage of such a bill, have a unfavorably, as will appear by 
pay for these Lands the sum ver acre which by law is now to be ' their letters published with the report of the majority of the committee. 
Statement showing cost of Indian lands abtained by cession hatin to disposal under the homestead law, the amount which will be received therefor under 
€. law, the amount already received from disposals, the loss to the United States if homestead settiers are relieved from further payment. 
t 
that will 
Areain | Price ane. 
acres per Vv 
stimated otal an Statute pro. opened from set- | Amount |nited States 
Name of reservation. paid for-ces- | viding to be to be at settlers are Remarks. 
—- sion. to d to ae, eved from 
settlement |by set-| law when payment. 
and entry. all lands 
have been 
disposed of 
1889 Pp. \{ Proceeds to be deposited in 
[ , = Dak., | 9,053,935 (a) "Ss aches) 8,550,938 vn $4, 735, 879 337.63 | $4,624, 541.37 { emer} Sites Treasury for 
Y, - nefit of Indians. 
Lake Travers, N. Dak. 006,712 |$2,208,000.00 | Sec. 27, act 578,882 | 2.60) 1,434,705 | 20,271.55 | 1,405,433.45 
and 8. Mar. 38, : 
1891 
| Yankton Sioux, 8. Dak... 161,606 | 610,000.00 1894 151,02 | 3.% 568,845 | 37,864.45 530, 980. 55 
‘Fort Berthold, N. Dak...| 1,946,880 | 800,000.00 1,838,720 | 1.50) 2,758,080 None. | 2,758,080.00 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho..... 185,060 | 650,000.00 Sine 1891 174,690 | 1.50 262, 035 None. 262,085.00 | Subject to entry under other than 
(26St., a homestead law, but greatest 
———- = poaky ry en- 
under the homestead law. 
Nez Perce, Idaho......... 520,000 | 1, 668,622.00 Gast a: 550,506 | 3.75 | 1,877,085 Wone. | 1,877,085.00 Do. 
Colville, Wash............| 1,500,000 (b) ac ie 1,416,668 | 1.50| 2,125,002 None. | 2, 125,002.00 | Proceeds to be subject to future 


disposition by Congress. See 
section 2,:ct July 1, 1802 (27 Stat., 
63 


). 
Siletz, Ores. ....5-..0<00-- 177,000 | 142,600.00 265,500, 1,445.65 264,054.35 | Subject to entry under other than 


177,000 | 1.650 


5 
4 


(28 Bt., 226) homestead laws, but greatest 
ope — prey be en- 
: red under Inester aw 
Crow, Mont.......-....--- 1,600,000 | 946,000.60 | Mar. 8.1891} 1,700,000 | 1.50 | 2,550,000 840.00 | 2,549,160.00 | eae 
Chippewa, Minn..........| 5,026,447 (a) Sn } 


§a2,905 | 1.25 | 4,153,6%| None | 4,153,670.00 | Proceeds tobe deposited in Unitea 


States Treasury for benefit of 
Indians. 


z 
| 





6, 754, 486 | 9, 824, 125.00 


. 

i 

i 
pap 
eps 





1.00 
5, 360, 870 {ie {,ama10 m,n. 7,282, 918.14 
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“eo of Reeeayee ecnaant was kept of St fre no Pepenis e naksin Ge several reservations in Oklahoma, and while the amounts apportioned 


aggregate receipts from all of the reservations is approximately correct 
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_ Statement showing cost of Indian lands obtained by cession and subject to disposal under the homestead law, etc.—Continued. 


ted 
Name of reservation. number Total en Statute 
of acres | P#idforces-| viding 


payme 


_—-— 


Pawnee, Okla 200,770 $263, 065. 79 


Mar. 3, 1893 
(27 St., 644). 
Tonkawa, Okla ..........- 79, 095 20,600.00 | Mar. 3,1893 

e St.. 643). 
Bac and Fox, Okla 891, 184 950, 278.00 | Feb. 13, 1891 
(26 St., 758). 
Jowa, Okla 219, 446 805, 565.46 | Feb. 13,1891 


26 St., 753). 
Absentee Shawnee and 800, 134 773, 000. 31 Sy 5, 1991 
Pottawatomie, Okla. (26 St., 1021). 


Cheyenneand Arapahoe, | 8, 782,390 | 5, 400, 646.87 | Mar. 3, 1801 
Okla. ! (26 8t., 1025). 


Kickapoo, Okla ........... 184, 386 264,922.02 | Mar. 3, 1893 
(27 St., 363). 


Wichita, Okla 929,512.50 | Mar. 2, 1895 
. (28 Bt., 997). 


ame aee 


a No separate account was kept of the receipts from the di of lands in the several reservations fn Olina 8 while the amounts apportioned 
to the covelna reservations have estimated it is Pole cd oat the aggregate receipts from all of the reservations is approximately : 
bit Stat. 785; 25 Stat., 757; ., 1025; 23 Sbat., 212; 25 Stat., 1004. 
c The difference between area ed and area opened to settlement and entry is due to reservations for schools, etc. 


a This amount will bs reduced by so much asmay beraceived in payment for commutation of homestead entries if any of the settlers elect to commute 
instead of receiving patent without payment by a longer residence. 


The bill under consideration has been given, in common phrase, an attract- 
ive name. An alleged “free-home” appeals to a ce sentiment that 
has heretofore found acceptance in the enactment of our hom 
the contention of the ority of the ttee is that no 

between the settlement of the lands to which the hom: 
lands acquired as heretofore sta 


, ot your committee is that the application of the home- 
stead law is that there should be no discrimination-— it should be applied 
to every po: blic domain and to all the people 
subdue the wilderness. argument that these lands were boug : 
price from the Indians and that it was provided that the ultimate white 
owners of the land should compensate the Governm: 
lay has been given due consideration. The only possible conclusion, within 
lines of equity. is that the provision was an erroneous one and that its elimi- 
nation from the apes too long delayed. 

care 


eultivation. The ys 
the possibility that they would ever be occupied by set 
arposes. e ion of the same and payment for the same had th 
en made in the ance almost entirely without reference to any need 
that might ever exist that they should furaien homes to the American peo- 
le. But in our rapid er and development they had been prior to the 
time of the of the laws for opening Indian reservations ly taken 
up by settle the demand for new territory upon which to loca Socumne 


" and clamorous. 

. The excitement which led_the opening of lands in Oklahoma will be 
still remembered, as the mad rush scarcely controlled by Government 
authorities to secure these lands upon the well-understood ccndition of pay- 
ment for the same in addition to compliance with the provision of the home- 
steel laws. In every appeal made to Congress for the of the lands 
of these reservations the argument that the Government = to be put 
tothe } expenditure required in the payment of the I: ‘or the n- 
quishment of their title was answered by those who were adv and 
insisting a the saying that it was 
uad that the reim the settlers. So 
Tar as Senators and Representati urging the passage of such 
bills could be said to represent the settlers who were clamoring for an oppor- 
tunity to establish themselves upon these lands, there was, then, in the 

sage of the bills a contract between those who should mer 
the Government that they would pay for the same a sum equal to the amount 


ch the Government a in ae Os lands for their bene- 
for se nt upon such lands the price acre 
ly ted and well understood by every set’ who 

the land, and thus not an 
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0. H. PLATT. 

‘Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, the bill now under consider- 
ation, asamended by the Committeeon Indian Affairs, provides that 
on tae em in fp rap pn lpn aon nee 
n extinguished since shall be su entry un e 
homestead law, and where the homesteader resides upon the land for 
five . it his continuous home and exclusive residence, 
he receive title to the same sw paying. the land-office fee, 
no other payment being required. der exis law these home- 
steaders are required to pay to the Treasury of the United States 
not only the fees, but ake the price per acre which the Indians 
received for the land when title was extinguished. This 
rice ranges from 50 cents to $3.75 an acre. These lands arv 
fowever, subject to entry under the mineral laws.of the United 


m 
This bill does not affect that provision, but ere that the 
land shall be purchased as other mineral land. It also provides 
that these lands may be entered under the town-site law, and that 
payment shall be made if so entered. It also provides that wher- 
ever any settler, having taken a homestead u these lands, 
chooses to prove up and pay for the same after fourteen months’ 
res dence, he shall pay the Indian price, but where he resides upon 
the land the full five years, that residence and occupation and cul- 
tivation shall be equivalent to oa The is therefore 
restoring these lands to entry under the homestead law and mak- 
ing its provisions apply to them the same as they have been mse 
to all vast area which has been occupied by American 

dnring the last thirty or forty years under the provisions of that 


act. ; 

in fact, Mr. President, it has not been the custom of the Gov- 
ernment to hold its public domain for the purpose of revenue, 
to strive to see how much money can be uired on it, but, on 
the contrary, it has been the custom of the Government to extin- 
guish the foreign and Indian title,to di of the land, and to 
encourage its occupation and settlement by the people of this 


country. 

i think the first homestead law passed by this Government was 
in the efouing, Sous St the last century, in 1795. In the early days 
of the Repu public lands were of by direct act of 
Con, . A settlement of people existed on the Ohio River near 
the Big Sandy River. Congress passed an act setting out 24,000 
acres of land and providing that it should be divided amongst 
those settlers and patents issued to them on condition that within 
five years after the survey and allotment of the land they should 
take up their residences upon the allotments and reside continu- 
ously inece for five years, and that if they failed to do so the 
title should revert to the Government. 

Before the passage of the original homestead law in 1862, the 
Government had disposed by grants to individuals of more than 
15,000,000 acres of the public domain. aes with the very 
earliest days of our his that has been followed up by the grant 
of 63,000,000 acres for tary services in the different wars in 
which we have been e 

We have donated 30,000,000 acres for educational purposes to 
the different States, and also made other 1 ts to aid in the 
construction of canals and public works o erent kinds, the 
building of roads, etc. 

So it been the policy of the Government to use its lands to 
develop and build up a new country. The theory of the home- 
stead law was that if a man would go forward into the wilderness 

d civilization, beyond schools, where there were no roads, 
poe his ay cultivate the = and vo it his ganesh 
t wo 2 regarded as equivalen payment, and he sho 

few pales baa tee pursued since 1862 up to 1889, and th 
nD ce up , and the great 
sae het ge eon, Mon ce 
ys 0. 
the war, in 1862, this Government was not too poor to en 


Uncle Sam was willing to give to each man a who d 
an Sere Se ere It seems to me at this 
te day to change this policy is back. ps, Mr. 


that we should turn back, for already our census shows that 
per cent of our people are without homes; already our census 
shows that the property of this country is accumulated in the 
Lanes Ee rane Can 300.008 pengle. ae ae aan eee 
ure seems to come from that locality in where the 
es en ee wee eee oe if 
wise to check our peo become indepen- 
dent landowners, and I believe that that policy, inaugurated 
and approyed in the past, is one that we should pursue in the 


In the early days of this country President Jackson, in his 
annual message to Congress in 1832, said: 

The wealth and strength of a country ure in its prasietin. and the best 
part of the population are the cultivators of the soil. Independent farmers 
are everywhere the basis of society and the true friends of liberty. * ° 
To put an end forever to all partial and interested legislation on the subject, 
and to afford every American citizen of enterprise the opportunity of secur- 


ing an independent freehold, it seems to me, therefore, best to abandon the 


of @ a future revenue out of the public lands 


Now, Mr. President, we do not propose to change the policy 
which has heretofore existed as to the disposal of the public oan 
but we do propose by this legislation to make that policy apply to 
those areas recently purchased. 

I want to say, in this connection, that hope of revenue from this 
source, if this bill does not pass, will be a Secqeciatninds. These 
lands are in the semiarid area of this country, where the rainfall 
is inadequate to produce crops for more than half of the seasons. 
These people went out upon these lands believing that they were 
like the lands of Iowa, Minnesota, and Illinois, fit to be cut up 
into small farms; but they have found that it is impossible to 
raise the money to pay for them. 

I will review very briefly, Mr. President, the reservations in my 
own State. Take the Great Sioux Reservation. Eight and one- 
half million acres were opened up to settlement under the pro- 
visions of the homestead law in 1889, but only 700,000 acres have 
been entered. The remainder of that land is high prairie, the 
ridges between the streams only fit for grazing, and will not be 
entered under any provisions of the homestead law. By the pas- 
sage of this legislation we can relieve and retain in that country 
the people who have already entered 700,000 acres; but if you fail 
to pass it, you simply drive them from their homes to crowd the 
ranks of the idle and unoccupied people all over this country, 
They can not produce upon those lands money enough to pay for 
them. But those people who are there have begun to raise stock. 
While agriculture does not flourish, they have begun to store 
water from the storms and to raise gardens, and if they are relieved 
from the payment required from them under existing law they 
will remain there to develop and build up thatcountry; butif the 
Government forecloses its claim upon these people, it will simply 
drive them from their homes. You can drive them from their 
homes on the land they now occupy, and the rest of these reser- 
vations will be simply occupied by the great cattle kings, whose 
cattle already roam over that land. No one will buy the land, as 
the Senator from Minnesota suggests. If the Government wishes 
to dispose of that land to obtain revenue for it, then you must 
make some other provision than the provisions of the homestead 
law; you must make provision for its appraisal and for its sale. 
If the Government is ready to adopt that policy in order to acquire 
revenue, you must lease the land for the only purpose for which 
it is fit to be used. 

The report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office fig- 
ures the revenue from these reservations as between four and five 
million dollars; while, on the contrary, the revenue will be prac- 
tically nothing. The people who live there will leave and no 
others will come under the provisions of the homestead law. It 
is for these people that I plead. 

Mr. President, the counties adjoining these reservations in my 
State lost 18,000 in population between the years 1890 and 1895. 
While the State itself gained slightly in population, the people 
left the lands in the vicinity of these reservations because they 
were mortgaged and unable to pay the interest. 

T recollect an incident which occurred there. A citizen of the 
State of New Hampshire held a mortgage of $600 on a quartee 
section of these lands near the Great Sioux Reservation. Hr 
thought he would go out to the Dakotas, as the debtor had failed 
to pay the interest for two years, to see what was the trouble. 
This. citizen: of New Hampshire visited my State, drove 12 
miles from the railroad station to see the farm upon which he 
held a mort: and of which he was very liable to become the 
proprietor. He found a small house, one story in height, with 
two rooms, and a sod barn near by, three cows picketed out and 
gasizs not far away, a young woman, and two young children. 

e drove up and asked the name of the residents, and found it 
was the place he was looking for. He asked the lady where her 
husband — — as oe wen — oe for one of the 
neigh e wo send one of the children for him, which 
shea, Whe 
the person who held the mortgage on his land, and said, ‘“ Ishould 
like to know when _ can pay me the interest.” The settler 
said, “I think if we have two or three good crop years I can pay 
up the back interest.” The gentleman from New Hampshire then 
asked if this was all the property the man had, who replied, ‘* Yes; 
this is ali Ihave. I have just this quarter section of land, these 
three cows, a few chickens, a pair of horses, and some farm 
machinery which I have not paid for yet.” The New Hampshire 
man then asked the settler if he could stay there and work it out, 
“Yes,” was the reply, ‘‘I think I will stay and try to do it.” 


m the man came, the visitor told him that he was 
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The gentleman from New Hampshire then took the papers out of 
his pocket, turned them over to the settler, and said, ‘‘ If you can 
stay here and support your family, you will have no occasion to 
pay the mortgage.” 

Mr. President, you can eo into the State of South Dakota and 
into the western portion of Nebraska and into Kansas and buy these 
lands for less than the Indian price. Take the best lands in my 
State which are open to settlement—the Sisseton and Wahpeton 
Indian reservations. On these reservations we opened for settle- 
ment about 550,000acres. Aboutone-halfhas been taken by actual 
settlers, who have been trying to make homes and make a living. 
They began in 1891. Five years have expired. We have extended 
the time for them to make payment for the lands, but they are 
unable to pay. The price is $2.50anacre. Each settler must pro- 
éuce$i00. Hecan not borrow the money at any bank in the State 
and he can not borrow $100 a quarter section from anybody in 
New England. This bill must pass or those people will leave 
that reservation and give up the struggle, and I think they would 
be wise to do it, for they can go 50 or 100 miles and purchase lands 
for a dollar or a dollar and a quarter an acre from the ——_ of the 
East who have been obliged to take up the lands mortgage 
foreclosure from homesteaders who had previously made the effort 
to pay for them and had failed. 

have received a telegram to-day from people on this reserva- 
tion, which reads: 

People cn reservation all deeply in debt. Cro 
four. Baz s will not loan enough to prove up. 
Statement mailed delayed by storm. 

So I have not received it. Thesimple question now is, whether 
we shall drive those people from their lands or whether we shall 
give them an opportunity to remain there. There is no chance 

or a revenue to be derived from it. 

Before I allude to the map, to which I desire to call the atien- 
tion of the Senate, I wish to make some reference to the mincrity 
report. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to ask the Senator to explain more 
fully who it is that says that four millions and a half of revenue 
ean be derived from this land, and whether it can be derived 
aunually, and in what manner? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Isuppose the Senator refers to the Sioux 
Reservation, which is opened tu settlement, and lies partly in 
North and South Dakota and Nebraska. 

The diagram furnished in the minority report of the committee 
ccmes from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and 
with it he says: 

Lose to the United States, if settlers are relieved from payment, $4,624,000. 

Mr. ALLEN. How? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Of course that is based u the idea that 
that land will all be taken up by homesteaders, that they will live 
there five years, and then pay the money for it, which, of course, 
is absolutely impossible and never can occur. seven years 
but 700,000 acres of these lands have been taken, and those are 
lands along the streams where there is water, the best of all of 
them. The rest of the land can not be occupied by homestead 
ae for they will not produce crops which will support a 

amily. 

Mr. PLATT. May I ask the Senator a question? 

Certain] 


failure three years out of 
ot one in ten can save land. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. ’; 

Mr. PLATT. There were a little over 9,000,000 acres of the 
Great Sioux Reservation, said to be eight million and a half, opened 
to settlement or entry. I suppose it will be admitted that the 
Government will have to pay 50 cents am acre for those lands, 
somehow, 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Anyhow; and it has to do it right away. 

Mr. PLATT. That is $4,000,000, is it not? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. There are 8,550,000 acres. 

‘ = PLATT. Four million two hundred and fifty thousand 
oliars. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. That is true. The Government made an 
aemee with these Indians by which it promised ten years 
after the treaty was ratified to pay 50 cents an acre for the land 
not taken by settlers, and as it is nearly all vacant and untakeu, 
the Government will have to pay the Indians for it, as the ten 
years have nearly expired. 

I wish to call attention to another fact. This land was bought 
, from hidians who received it in compensation for the lands 

which they yielded in Minnesota, Iowa, and Nebraska, and it is 

fee of the purchase price of the lands in those States which have 
n given to homesteaders. 

Mr. PLATT. I merely referred to that point to answer the 

uéstion of the Senator from Nebraska {[Mr. ALLEN] as to how 
the Government could lose that amount of revenue. It will have 


to ay for it. 

r. PETTIGREW. The Guvernment has to pay for it any 
way. It makes no difference whether or not the settlers pay for 
it. I will read to the Senator, if he desires, the provision of the 
law in regard to that subject. 


from 

question. If the Government takes back the lands—and 

be compelled to take them back; that is all there is to it—from 
what source in 3 Yibety to Gostvecegl sereams Site my ore 
back? Sea 
Mr. PLATT. e ator from South Dakota says the Gov. 
cena samt not get any revenue; that it can not sell or dispose of 

e lands, ; 

Mr. ALLEN. I, too, say you can not any revenue. I 
those lands are nah oui macberil Get aa Cudinaniy think doo 
not worth 15 cents a quarter section outside of their use for graz- 


urposes. 
r. PLATT. Then it will not*help anybody to pass the bill © 
except a few settlers ool on the land? 
Mr. ALLEN. Except a few SS cade aera 
to make a living, and who are ng a precarious sort of 
If they are not relieved, you will throw them on the balance of 
the nation to be su in some form. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. That is it exactly. 
Mr. ALLEN. And they would be self-supporting 


if they were itted to go on and make a 
Mr. STEWART. Are lands ae ee 
ansas 


Mr. PETTIGREW. Yes. 


to make an investigation there some 
irrigation. I ascertained that there had three 
When there was a year, when there was rain, a num- 
ber of settlers would go out. Then there would be: for five 
or six years,and the settlers would have to be taken away, and 

were taken away by contributions of benevolent and 

large tracts of land were abandoned. Then, again, there would be 
a rainy season or two, and the railroads would represent that 
there was a chance for settlement there, and another set of settlers 
wt ee the land. They would have to leave in the same 
way. were three in the course of the 
years to settle a vast region of land—and I 
continue to make such attempts—but they were not 

rt their families and stay there. Some of them even 
eath. The distress was very great amoung those who 
to make homes there. 


i ’ 
ago with a view to 
sets of settlers. 


investigating the irrigation 
will never be worth a cent. 
Mr. CARTER. 


ederal Government for si 


i and the 
o. cauinalien to tithoot the intervention any y 
for the of those : 
Mr. P GREW. There is no 
statement. Further than that, the 
te 
on & a 
Three aa ey ed a ted im 
and at the end of ten 
— waa = ry tog se 3 
or not it disposes of any of the 
money tothose people; t0 t it 
ie eee for thei 


Mr. PLATT. Sixty thousand people 
Mr. GREW. ‘They have 
leaving 41,000 people in that country. 


ay 


PAN id a 











mates that if the pending bill then other bills will no 
be considered favorably; that Indian reservations will con- 
tinne assuch, Isuppose, forever. I propose to lookintothat branch 
of = case for a moment. 3 ‘ S 
The Senator says we are negotiating, and so we are to-day, wi 

several Indian tribes for the cession of their small reservations. 
The areaof the reservations for which weare negotiatingem 

so small a portion of the public domain that I wiil not enter into 
that question in particular, but I will state that, as far as I amcon- 
cerned, when those treaties come in for I shall be decid- 
CO ee ee eee 

to disposing of lands thus acquired. [think the water should be 
saved; I thiak the timber lands should be reserved from sale for- 
ever. I think the timber should be sold, only the ripe trees being 
cut; that agents of the Government should be putin 

that when the trees are cut down new trees are 
and preserved from. sale; that the 


and exti 
no vision for selling the 
a and very many of them have already passed out of the 


otherwise, 

“Deceit hich the minority say is here for ratifica- 
w Ta’ 

tion is one for the Shoshone or Wind River ation in Wyo- 


isthe purchase ofa very large spring, supposed 


Apaches ma. Territory. I understand it relates. to a 
tract of land which has already been purchased from other 
ne ee ee these Indians come in and claim they have 
some 
Me BLATT. Oh, no; it is a very large tract of land now in 
possession of the and largely rented to cattlemen. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. The Senator from Connecticut says I am 
abont it. If that is the case, then the question as to 
how we shall of those lands will come up when the treaty 
is ratified. It has no bearing upon this whatever. 
The or Caligpel eee oom, 
of land, an ishardly worth ; 
an eee econ to 1a. thas 
up to 





lands and the appropriation of the proceeds for the benefit ef the 
Indians. As those lands were largely arid lands, mineral lands, 
it was a wise provision, and ought to be considered in the future. 
| The minority intimate that since 1880 we have changed the policy, 


prac repealed the homestead law, and that reservations sit.ce 
have been opened only under a provision requiring the 
settler to for his homestead after he had already paid for it by 


ress. 

Let us-see. In 1888 the Government purchased from the Black- 
feet Indians in Montana.17,570,000 acresof land, and paid $4,300,000 
for it without any provision whatever for reimbursement; and the 
Government paid four times what it was worth at that. It is 
grazed. over to-day and undisposed of, and it will continue to be 
ote and will never be disposed of under the homestead 

w. Although it is open to settlement under the homestead law, 
no . will cecupy it, and there is no provision requiring pay- 
men 

We purchased, March 20, 1889, 2,000,000 acres of land of the 

Indians in Oklahoma, and it cost $2,000,000. We opened 
that land to homestead settlement without any provision in regard 
to repayment when the settler lived for five years upon the land. 
In 1882 we purchased 1,553,000 acres of the Crow tribe in Montana, 
at a costof about. $1,000,000. These purchases between 1882 and 
1889 aggregate 21,000,000 acres, costing the Government $7,300,000. 
Most of the land was purchased in 1388 and 1889, and we threw 
it open to settlement under the homestead law, without any pro- 
vision 2s to payment. 

Mr.. President, aside from the lands in Montana, the lands in 


North Dakota and South Dakota, the lands in Minnesota, the 


remainder of the lands affected by the provisions of the proposed 
law are located in the western part of Oklahoma, and almost the 
same conditions apply to those lands, at least they apply to most 
of them, that apply to lands on the Great Sioux Reservation in 
South Dakota. 

These lands were purchased from the Indians and opened to settle- 
ment, requiring the settler, after residing five years, to pay $2.50 an 
acre for those lands east of the nimety-seventh meridian, and $1.50 
an acre for the lands west of that meridian. Two-tirds of those 
lands are grazing lands. It is true there was wild excitement; 
that thousands of people rushed into that country. They supposed 
that beeause it was an Indian reservation it must be more valu- 
able. The as eeseneenes in both Houses of Congress tended to 
excite among the homeless people of this country the feeling that 
—- there was a region where they could thrive and prosper. 

own acts, ee ae the Army should be used to prevent 
from enterin t country until a certain day, when a 
tion should be issued; the talk in the Senate; the talk in 
committees, in order to boom the price and get as much as they 
could on the part of the exceedingly shrewd Cherokee Indians; the 
statement often made that they could sell the land for $5 an acre 
and that a syndicate was ready to take it, in order to get a good 
bargain out of Congress, excited people in this country, and they 
did rush in. 

How did they rush in? If you had required that they should 
for the land in advance—and the same remark will apply to 
reservations in my State—these homeless people could not 

have made the payment, and therefore they would not have gone. 
But if the land were fertile, they hoped at the end of five years to 
produce enough to make the payment. So we trapped them, as it 
were, into the purchase, by giving them five years of time in 
which to raise the money. They have gone upon theland. They 
have taken their families. They have taken what they had. 
They have ntenepe their personal property, everything that is 
movable, in order to sustain life. They have just begun to learn 
how to make a living on those semiarid lands; to learn to store 
such of the water as they can store to irrigate their gardens; to 
learn to raise and graze stock, and eke out an existence. In the 
past two years they have come to Congress and asked for an 
extension of the time in which they dont wales this payment, 
and we have granted it; and -yet conditions do not improve. 

It will be-alleciutely impossible for the people upon those lands 
for years to come, until they have accumulated capital, to earn 
more than a living, or to make any payment whatever to the Gov- 
ernment. I believe that for those people itis the better and wiser 
policy on the part of the Government of the United States to give 
them their homes than it is to drive them from them, and that is 
all that can be accomplished if the pending bil! shall be defeated. 

Mr. ALLEN. How many acres Lave been taken? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I do not know. The statement of the 
Land entdoes not show just the number of acres which 
have been taken. In Oklahoma the area is large, covering quite 
a large portion of the reservations purchased, but in my State the 
area.is not large. On one reservation it is about 250,000 acres; 
on another, 700,000 acres, and on another, the Yankton Reserva- 
tion, which was opened recently, about 80,000 acres. The re- 
mainder in.my State, which.covers an area of between mine and 
nine and a million acres, is still unoccupied. 
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Mr. TELLER. One million acres out of about 9,000,000 acres? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. One million out of 10,000,000 acres, al- 
though those reservations have been open to settlement for the 
last six or seven years. 

I have had prepared a map, which I hope Senators will observe. 
It shows the original area of the United States, the purchase from 
Spain, the purchase from France, the annexation of Texas, and the 
two purchases from Mexico. Any Senator can readily see that in 
those purchases from foreign governments most of the lands dis- 
posed of under the homestead law are included—the t States of 
the West, Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, lowa, Minne- 
sota, Kansas, Nebraska, and the two Dakotas, and so on west to the 
Pacific Ocean. In addition to the purchases from foreign nations, 
we have purchased from Indian tribes in this country very much 
moore than is shown on this map. 

I have had drawn upon the map a line showing the average an- 
nual rainfall. The east line on the map shows that the average 
rainfall is 30 inches along that line. The next lineshows that the 
average rainfall is 20 inches. The average rainfall then decreases 
from the first line to the second line. From the second line to the 
third line the rainfall decreases from 20 inches to 15 inches per 
annum, 

Now, between those two lines lies nearly every acre of land af- 
fected by the proposed legislation, and everyone who has investi- 
zated the subject at all knows that an average rainfall of less than 
25 to 30 inches is insufficient to mature crops. 

Mr. DAVIS. What is the rainfall in the great space? . 

Mr. PETTIGREW. In the great space between the two lines, 
marked 15, is the arid region of the United States, and the rainfali 
there is from none at all to 15inches. Vast areas of that country 
have from 5 to 10 inches of rainfall. There are some mountain 
peaks and groves of timber at high altitudes where the rainfall is 
greater. That country isalmost entirely undisposed of. The only 
large reservation outside of this area where the rainfall is from 15 
to 30 inches, and where it is insufficient to mature crops, is the 
Crow Reservation in Montana, which isin a region where the rain- 
fall is less than 10 inches. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator permit me to direct his atten- 
tion to the fact that the rainfall, even where it amounts to 18 or 
20 inches, does not come at the season of the year that would 
mature crops? It comes early in the spring, leaving the crops 
half grown, and they are withered up by the sun and the atmos- 
phere afterwards. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Thatis undoubtedly true, and from that 
fact arises another, that it does mature a scanty growth of ver 
excellent grass. Those lands are excellent for grazing, althoug 
it takes several acres to maintain one animal. Therefore they 
are not adapted, except in very small areas, to homestead settle- 
ment, ° 

The Fort Berthold Reservation in North Dakota was opened to 
settlement in 1890, and still the Government has not sold one acre 
of it yet. The report of the minority of the committee shows that 
not an acre of that land has been di of. The report also 
shows that although those reservations have been opened to settle- 
ment from 1889 up to the present time, the total receipts of the 
Government from all of them have been $446,000, and most of that 
sum has come from the sale of town sites in Oklahoma and from 
settlers who have commuted lands where there were, perhaps, 
valuable water rights. Wherever there is a valuable water right 
the homesteader would go in and prove up and sell it to cattle- 
ee who use it to water the cattle that graze upon the adjoining 
lan 

This is not the proper method to pursue if we wish to op 
revenue from the disposal of those lands. If the pending bill is 
not passed, and we undertake to dispose of those lands under the 
provisions of existing law, the revenue from homesteaders, in my 
opinion, will not exceed two and a half million dollars, and even 
that sum will not be realized for several years. The revenue from 
other sources, from the dis of the lands for town sites, from 
the disposal of mineral lands—for these smaller reservations in the 
western portion are mostly mineral, and therefore not subject to 
homestead entry—will not exceed five or six million dollars more. 
In other words, we must change the policy if it is the desire of the 
Government to obtain revenue. In the meantime, it seems to me 
the only wise thing we can do is to relieve these people who are 
strugg’ to maintain a foothold in this country. t us give 
them the land they now occupy and allow them to go on and try to 
maintain homes. If it is thought desirable that another method 


of disposing of the remainder of the land shall be adopted, I shall 


be glad to assist in its adoption. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SEwE.t in the chair). The 
t amendment oad by the 


nestion is on agreeing to th 
Seeaeeeie on Pabtic Lands. 


Mr. MILLS. I suggest the want of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The absence of a quorum being 
suggested, the Secretary will call the roll. 
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The cailed the roll, and the following Senators 
answered to their names: 
Allen, Davis, Sherman, 
Berry, aot Wis. " 
Brice, Gordon, Teen, 
Call, Baye? ation 

r, , 

ca oe vii 
Cockrell, McBride, 
Cullom, McMillan, well, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Forty-sixSenatorshaveanswered 
marks extracts upon this subject from the 
ical parties of last year. The Republican 
Louis, under the head of ** Homesteads,” con 

Pahl vending ponemnny Papert i Fo ogee a 
eel measure, snk ne lene Einceliy saeaeat tek eae Lata 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Yes, sir; this bill of mine. 

Mr: PLATT. About a third of it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Which platform does the Senator from 
South Dakota admire the most? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. 1 admire the Democratic platform far the 

Mr. PETTIGREW. But I should judge that my New England 
friends do not care to stand on an ao ae ~—e 

The Democratic platform, ado at Chicago, reads as follows: 
tna United States chould be appropriated to the sstalilishmactof tres omen 
for American citizens. 
The People’s Party platform says: 
We demand that bona fide settlers on all lands be granted 


Brown, Gray 
Burrows, 
to their names. A quorum is present. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, I desire to add to 
ing in the Senate. 
Mr. FRYE. What measnre is that? This bill of yours? 
most. 
Mr. CULLOM. Let us hear it. 
how . © ) peovinnd in Cis nations homestead De. and —_ no exception 


that all lands not now patented come under this 


Mr. CARTER. Mr. President, from the fact that a number of 
citizens of the State I have the honor in to t are 
seriously interested in this bill, I ask the the 
a moment, to the end that I may make an nation of the 
** The bill dose not, to exempt from the t of 
e bi not propose to ex paymen an: 

a ee ee ing lands under the laws of the Uni 
States relating to min town sites, commutation of 
homestead entries, or, indeed, under any law under which prior 
to 1889 the _, of money was 

Between time the Government was rere under the 
Constitution and the = 1889 the United States paid out in 
the extinguishment of Indian title to lands west of the Alleghany 
Mountains about $400,000,000 in money. These disbursements 
were made in divers and sundry ways, in some instances because 
of direct negotiations with the for the surrender of title; 
in other instances by and through the distribution of annuities for 
the support of the Indians found in indigent circumstances here 
and there on the various reserva’ 
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ment was interjected requiring that the tiye homestead 
a — yueabasn te United States for pd paid out 
or \ 

Let it be borne in mind that these titles were acquired from the 
wards of the Government, the Indian dependents on the reserva- 
tions. The United States rests under a moral obligation to feed, 
clothe, and, to the extent of its ability, educate these wards. It 
can not in the face of the civilized world renounce this duty, nor 
can it avoid its performance. Instead of appropriating money 
direct without any semblance of consideration received in return, 
for over one heulved years the Government has adhered to the 

licy that the constant diminution of the Indian reservation is 

esirable, and that it is better for the Indian to feel that he is 
paying something to the Government for the food he receives 
rather than to feel at all times that he is a pauper, dependent upon 
the good will and generosity of the great father, the Govern- 
ment of the country. 

These Indians must be fed and clothed whether we ever get 
another acre of land from them or not. If these lands had not 
been purchased in 1889 and prior years, and the consideration 

upon, we would bave sagulanty appropriated money from 
the public Treasury to feed, cl , and maintain these wards of 
the nation independent of, and without regard to, the fiction of 
making a purchase of land from them. 

The purchase merely made them feel they were not paupers. 

Mr. PLATT. Why, Mr. President, we would not have had to 
feed the Five Tribes, from whom we bought all of the land which 
the bill as it the other House contemplated, I think. 

Mr. CARTER. The Five Tribes, as I understand it, have been 
pelea of the Mississippi Rix mete gy eens 
poin ver, ent upon the Govern- 
ment of the United States in one form and another. - It is true 
they have leased their lands from time to time to ulators. 
The speculators have stock u the lands, and out of the 
revenue thus derived they have lived; but primarily the Govern- 
ment made provision for their maintenance, and has always been 
obligated to protect and look after them as a dependent race of 


e. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President — 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Montana 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I wish to call the attention of the Senator 
to the fact that the lands occupied by the Five Civilized Tribes 
from France; tthe Five Civilized Tribes lived 


Mr. PLATT. The rease S whey: f tate pted (perhaps I ought 
. : reason why rT ( ° 
teiemae the statadinnd ton aanie tant if 


lands were purchased 

the Five Civilized Tribes, although they were not occup them. 
The lands to which the as it passed the House are the 
lands which were purchased from the Five Civilized Tribes. We 
them; we should not have supported them; 
we should not have paid them anything for subsistence, or any- 
thing of the sort if we had not bought the lands, so far as 

oO lands are concerned. 

Mr. CARTER, There is manifestly a misunderstanding on the 
part of the Senator. The Five Civilized Tribes, so called, occupy 
what is known as the Indian Territory. They have a government 
Tater toting uta othe Sie of New York amon 

o t of New among 
Seneca Indians. The Indians from whom we purchased the Ter- 
\Titory known as Oklahoma are, I insist, medsurably dependent 
= the proceeds of the lands sold for a livelihood. 
. PLATT. We the Territory of Oklahoma from 
the Cherokees—the Outlet was a larg ion of it— 
and fromthe Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and prin- 
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Terri 
to | the Uni 


cipally. There was some purchased from the Sac and Fox, and 
some from minor tribes, but the great bulk of it was purchased 
from those I have nam: 
Mr. CARTER. A complication arose relative to the title of 
that country. The ee Arapahoes, and other Indians 
e lan 


claimed su over opened. A portion of the Five 
Civilized Tribes, on the other hand, asserted some sort of title. A 
com was made and some payment made to each. The 
of that matter need not be gone into. The fact is that the 
Indians, the Indians of the Northwest, all of the Indian tribes of 
this country outside of the State of New York and the Indian 
pony Proper, have been dependent upon the Government of 
States. The appropriation bills passed here from time 

to time will demonstrate that fact. 

Mr. TELLER. They draw $8,000,000 a year. 

Mr. CARTER. These Indians draw in one shape and another 
from the Treasury, either chargeable totheir own funds or directly 
drawn from the public funds, about $8,000,000 per year for their 
general support in fuel, food, clothing, and farming implements. 

Mr. If the Senator from Montana will allow me, 
they draw between seven and eight million dollars, independent of 
ae own funds, directly from the Government of the United 

Mr. FRYE. The Maine tribes take care of themselves. There 
are two tribes in Maine. 

Mr. TELLER. The trouble with the Maine tribes is that you 
killed most of them off so early that the Government did not have 
much of a burden. 

Mr. CARTER. They were not educated up to the matter of 
getting into the Treasury just then. 

Now, the question arises, Shall we at this time, when all of the 
land between the two oceans belonging to the public domain upon 
which the rainfall is adequate to raise a crop has been taken up 
and appropriated, ween the only remaining land subject to home- 

on the continent rests in the arid or semiarid region, insist 
upon a cha of a policy which has obtained since 1862 with 
reference to the administration of the homestead law? We insist 
that since the Government extinguished the Indian title to [li- 
nois, lowa, Minnesota, the Dakotas, Kansas, Nebraska, and other 
States South and West, and let the homestead law operate freely 
there without price, it is hardly just to those who remain now on 
the fringes of the mountains in the arid belt to suffer under oner- 
ous burdens not heretofore imposed. 

The insistence by the Government upon the extortion of this fee 
will result in what? In compelling the unfortunate who desires 
ultimately to acquire title to give a mortgage to the country banker 
or money lender. I will rantee to-day there is not one in fifty 
of the homesteaders in Oklahoma who has a particle of personal 

roperty which is not subject to a chattel mortgage paying from 
to 8 per cent a month interest. Thatis true of these homestead- 
ersasarule. They go into a new country without means, with- 
out financial connections, with the burden of a large family to 
start with, with a hard line of difficulties to meet and overcome, 
with no means of reaching the market except as the railroads are 
built in and new avenues of trade are opened up. Itisa hard lot, 
indeed, on the whole. The Delegate from the Territory of Okla- 
homa tells me that there are quite 40,000 people living in frail 
cabins, clay oe ir or sod houses in that Territory to-day. I 
will guarantee that of the 40,000 there are not a dozen without a 
chattel mortgage bearing ruinously and usuriously high rates of 
interest. For the Government to extort now in addition from 
those people from 50 cents toa dollar an acre for the land upon 
which they live is to drive them to the hands of the usurer and 
compel them to give a mortgage to the money lender in the local 
market and ultimately to transfer the title the homesteader may 
acquire to the individual who advances the money to pay the 
Government. 
To insist on these payments from the overburdened frontiers- 


of | man seems to me like extortion of money from the worthy and 


ling poor. 

Such a course will result in ne aaareaniom in single owner- 
ship of large areas of land to be for grazing purposes. It 
can have no other result. That is contrary to the policy of the 
Government as often expressed and as made manifest in all other 


eng laws. 
But it is said that this measure is equivalent to buying a piece 
of land and giving it to the homesteader; that the individual who 
lives u e land ought to pay for it. It happens to be true 
that this Government in its wisdom bas determined that the 
building up of solid, virtuous, self-sustaining communities consti- 
tutes a prime —- in our civilization and governmental policy. 
We have not heretofore sought to make profit out of the settlers 
og the frontier. We have sought to make patriots out of them. 
e have sought to add to their wealth rather than to subtract 
from it. They, in turn, have come forward in times of need, bar- 
their breasts to the steel of the enemy to protect the Union 
the flag regardless of the point at which it was assailed. 
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They are ready to do it to-day. They cheerfully pay their share 
of the general burdens for the support of the Government in 
whatsoever quarter the expenditures may be made. You never 
have heard, and you will not hear, coming from the Dakotas, or 
Montana, or Oklahoma, or Colorado amy complaint whatever 
about the $20,000,000 per year that is spent on the rivers and har- 
bors of this ew ag Yet none of them have any rivers or harbors 
of consequence. You will not hear one solitary murmur from that 
region about the twenty or thirty million dollars per annum spent 
in naval vessels to float over and police the seas. No suggestion is 
made from quarters out there to the effect that the ple living 
along the rivers and adjacent to the harbors should pay those 
bills for their improvement, but they feel that such work is in 
the interest of a common country. 

All the homesteaders now living upon the ceded reservations 
desire is that an ancient policy should not be a to their dis- 
advantage in the presence of conditions the est the home- 
steaders have ever encountered since the homestead policy was 
inaugurated in this country. 

The care for the Indians devolves upon the Government as a 
matter of course. The mere question here is, Shall the Govern- 
ment seek to shirk this responsibility, disco further deveiop- 
ment upon the frontier, and fix the burden of maintaining the 
Indians upon the struggling homesteader, who can not, in the 
nature of things, discharge it? 

Why, Mr. President, the manner in which this law has operated 
for the last eight years constitutes a sufficient condemnation of it. 
It is said that the Government is merely to recoup itself for expend- 
itures made. We will take the case of the Crow Indians in the 
Stateof Montana. From theCrow nee ere something 
like 900,000 acres of land. We paid the Indians for that land the 
suin of $946,000—that is, we agreed to pay it—and we are paying 
it out in the way of cattle; in the way of the construction of irri- 
gating ditches on that reservation, in order to make those Indians 
self-sustaining; in the way of wagons distributed to them, and in 
various ways looking to their present well-being and self-support 
ultimately. ‘ 

Mr. FRYE. Does the Senator mean that the Government re- 
serves in the treaties the right to act to a certain extent as a trustee 
for those Indians? 

Mr. CARTER. Unquestionably, to act as trustee for those In- 
dians; and it provides that this money shall be expended under 
the direction of the Government itself. On theCrow Reservation 
an agent of the United States is in charge of the construction of 
ete along the Little Big Horn River, near where the 
famous Custer battlefield is located. Those Indians are doing the 
work under the supervision of a Government agent, and to the 
Indians wages are being paid each and every day for the perform- 
ance of the ditching or the canal digging. 

The terms of the treaty most clearly elucidate ses ya pre- 
sented by the Senator from Maine. It will be obse that not 
one dollar in money has been paid to the Indians under the treaty, 
the terms whereof merely provided for the maintenance and bet- 
terment of the condition of the tribe. The following are the terms 
relating to consideration and the manner of its payment: 


That in consideration of the cession of territory herein made by us as indi- 
vidual Indians and heads of families of the Crow tribe to the Government of 
the United States, the said Government of the United in addition to 
the annuities and sums for provisions and clothing 
for in existing treaties and laws, hereby agrees to pay the 
lawfal money of the United States, in the manner 

First. — S the above-named there is here 


apart 
terior in 
tion in the v: 

on Pryor Creek and such 
deem the ee Pro 
in perfo: this : And provided 
charge of said works shall in the em 
eereness to such Indians = the Crow — 
work a’ average wages to common laborers 
and the labor so em: ed shall be paid in cash. 

That thesum of is ne appropriated and set apart asan irrigating 
fund, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior for 
the maintenance and management of the system of irrigation provided for in 


t. 
Third. That the sum of $25,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 


herevy appropriated and set apart, to be expended the direction of 
the Secretary of the Interior, for the construction of three grist mills, to be 
located one on Pryor Creek, one on the Big Horn, and one on the Little 


Horn River, at such points as the Indian agent may deem convenient an 
practical and at each times ax the needs of the Indians 


po 
shall, at the expiration of two from the date 
of this agreement, be placed in the fund provided for section 9 of this 


h. That the sum of $5,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 
here ited, to be ed under the direction of the Secretary 
of the in the bu of schoolhouses at such points on the reserva- 
tion and at such times as the may require, and upon the recommenda- 
tion of the Indian agent. 


Sixth. That the sum of $10,000 is hereby appropriated and set aside as a fund 
be be ceapuaeel maine Uasaikeeaaes the Renrtemey et tea tatenior tn cageie 
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the houses of the Indians now erected on the 
and comfortable 


os warm ———— 
3 h. much thereof as be is 
eho Sianiial and equipment of three biacksinith 
chaps, te Ue nantes @ same eee Seo to be built at 
mech Chane as Sp pagan aoant may recommend, to the approval of 


ecretary of the or. 
Eighth. That the sum of $552,000 is hereby 
annuity fund, to be distributed as fo! 8: 
male and female, shall receive an ann 


and set aside as an 
of fist caah for tue por 
or 
said to be 


masias the Secretary 


in every case, but the conditions 
— except as to the Five Civi 
nd purchases constitute an indirect system of Government aid. 
Mr. PLATT. Five hundred and fifty-two thousand dollars of 
that Crow money was set aside as an annuity fund, and in 
is paid on it annually. 
r. CARTER. A portion was set aside as an 
and a certain sum was invested in stock cattle, 
jean of = fund was set aside to 
observe, in sums not a 
tion of irrigating canals, and 
in progress ever since. In order 
je pe out to our wards, people we were 
and good morals bound to support, the sum 
gress provided that the settlers should pay to 
account of the lands thus acquired 
is the result? Into that coun 
kind, poor e have dri 
houses of one and 


In 


received $840. If the Government of 

either on ej these settlers from their 

ment, they y return that section of 
and cattle ranges and throw the settlers u 
communities as homeless wanderers. The 
collect money to keep the Indians from the 

got the money to pay, 

portion of the Crow 


As the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PeTTiGREW] suggested, 
considerable money has been aaa recor be nw of 
the Government in Oklahoma and at other points on the ceded por- 
tions of the reservations. is bill will not interfere with that 


ha 
the thirty-five millions of 
these settlers we have received 
— commuted ep ee the 
of the taking of the town y 
eral and the selection 
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George A: Crane, to be at Dexter, in the county of 
Dallas and State of Iowa, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
aud.after January 1, 1887 

Alva Humeston, to be postmaster at Humeston, in the county 
of Wayne and State of lowa, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. 

Winfred A. Torrey, to be postmaster at South Braintree, in the 
county of Norfolk and State of Massachusetts, in the place of 
Winfred A, Torrey, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Edward W. Wilcox, to be postmaster at Rocky Mount, in the 
county of Edgecombe and State of North Carolina, in the place of 
Benjamin H. Bunn, resigned. Benjamin H. Bunn now holds the 
office under a recess commission. 

A. L. Fairchild, to be postmaster at Gainesville, in the county 
of Cooke and State of Texas, in the place of Franklin L. Cleaves, 
whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Henry L. Waite, to be postmaster at Omro, in the county of 
Winnebago and State of Wisconsin, in the place of James W 
Samphier, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 


WITHDRAWAL. 
Executive nomination withdrawn January 6, 1897. 


Benjamin H. Bunn, to be postmaster at Rocky Mount, Edge- 
combe County, in the State of North Carolina. Mr. Bunn has 
resigned the office. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 6, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev’ 
Henry N. CoupeEn. 

ge of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved, 

CONGRESSIONAL DEMANDS FOR DEPARTMENTAL INFORMATION. 

: Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question of privi- 
ege. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. On the 20th day of May last, Mr. Speaker, 
I introduced in this House a series of resolutions which were 
requests for information from the several Departments of the 
Government in relation to the administration of the provisions 
of a certain law upon the statute books, to wit, the law called the 
civil-service law. These resolutions were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Reform in the Civil Service, and were reported back on 
the 5th day of June following, when they were duly adopted by 
the House and were officially communicated to the several heads 
of the Departments of the Government. 

The resolution in each instance was couched in respectful 
language, directing the head of the Department to furnish certain 
information to Congress. 

From that day to this no response has been made or received 
from any one of the Departments of the Government on the sub- 
ject referred to, and while I realize the fact that under the pres- 
ent system, called the civil-service administration, the Depart- 
ments have been greatly curtailed or crippled by the detention in 
service of inefficient cierks, and by other necessary incidents of 
thie Administration, I nevertheless believe that Iam justified in 
raising the question as to whether the demand of Congress, clearly 
within the scope of the powers and duties of Congress, has been 
treated respectfully by the heads of the Departments. 

Therefore I offer for immediate tion the resolutions I send 
to the desk, aimed and directed to each of the Departments of the 
Government. I send the first one to the desk and ask to have it 
read. They are all alike, and I will follow this one with others in 
their proper sequence, 

Mr. RY. Mr. Speaker, I raise the question that the gentle- 
man has not submitted any q on of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The of course knows nothing of the 
contents of the resolution which has just been presented. It will 
be read, subject to the sane of any member to raise the point that 
it is not 3 resolution. ‘ 

Mr. G OR. I am ready to meet the gentleman from 
om on the question of the privileged character of the reso- 

ution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be first read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Re. of and is h a 
ol eet Ft te erty tea tepent vn eset ete 
the information requested of De by a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, No. 360, passed by House on the 5th day of June, 1896. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. That is all there is of it. It is merely a 
request for information, addressed to the head of the peerwonst, 
for the purpose of ascertaining why the direction of the House, 01, 


in other words, the demand of the House, has been ignored by 
that ——" 
Mr. TERRY. I have always that the 


understood, Mr. Speaker, 
regular way to attain the oe the F eq-veg cod has in view was 
to frame a resoiution in the form w has heretofore deen used, 
to wit, that the Secretary of State be requested to transmit such 
information to the House ‘if not incompatible with the public 


in \° 
Mr. GROSVENOR. But, Mr. Speaker, we have a 


way past that point. Will the gentleman hear 
transpired? 

Mr. TERRY. Cewiey. : 

Mr. GROSVENOR. e resolution was nee House 
on the 5th day of last June, calling for this , which 
has not been supplied. 

Mr. TERRY. I understand that. But I would ask the gentle- 
man, for information, if that resolution, so was not in 
the usual form, namely, that the of State be requested 
to transmit to the House the information, ‘if not incompatible 
with the public interests.” 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Well, in response to the gentleman, I will 
state, in the first place, that it is not so couched, nor is it proper 
that such resolution should be so drawn. The House has a right 


OO TEERY (nterranth ). My understanding has al 
r. (in pting). y un ways 
I have quoted was used, 


been that the phraseol 

. Mr. GROSVENOR. No; if the gentleman will allow me. This 
is an inquiry for a state of facts. We have aright to have the 
facts before us, and we have the right to assume that the statee 
ment of facts can not be incompatible with the public interest. 
We have a right to determine the question as to the manner of the 
administration of a law in the various Departments of the Govern- 
ment. 

The gentleman is con two sets of resolutions. The form 
- which ag oa a at = <= to communicate yg tion to 

ongress is whic e gentleman suggests. no case 
does Congress allow a tment to determine for itself whether 
the information desired is incompatible with the public interest. 
The officers at the head of the a peo en are statutory officers, 
and they are required to answer the demands of Congress. 

Mr. TE RRY. Upon what point does the gentleman desire to 
receive information? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I have already stated-— 

Mr. TERRY. In the confusion I did not catch it. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. The resolution was with reference to the 
administration of the civil-service law in each of the particular 
Departments to which it was addressed. 

a oe There was so much confusion that I did not 
catch it. _ 

Mr. GROSVENOR. And the present —— is simply to 


ask why the demands of Congress, in the resolution, havo 
been ignored. 


gentleman’s remarks. If there is anything that you can find out 
about the civil-service law, I shall be very glad myself to aid in 
getting the information. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. That is the only question now. But I do 
not want, I will say to the tleman—lI do not want to allow a 
eT ee e Speaker that this is a question of 


Pp \ 

Mr: HENDERSON. It is too late to raise the question of the 
form ame resolution. That was passed on when the resolution 
was ° 
Mr. GROSVENOR. Very well. The pe poe suggested that 
the question whether this was a question of privilege may be still 
open, and Edo net want to gut i Seer ay ey eee ee 


Questions of privilege shall be, first, those affecting the rights of the House 
col ively. 


The House has the t to ask for information from these De- 
ents, and when a t refuses compliance for seven 

ong months it means simply that the Departments of this Gov- 
ernment, as well as the Executive, have begun to ignore the de- 


mands 
I ask for the of the resolutions. 
Mr. HEND N. All of them? 
Mr. GROSVENOR. Yes. 


The The question is on agreeing to the first reso~ 


lution. 
The first resolu heretofore read, was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. Clerk will report the next resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: ; ; : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he reqwested, 
faut furni the information reauereed gf ei nS 
bth day of June, 1300 ae ™ 


The resolution was agreed to. 
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The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
form the House of Representatives why Wee Seren faited to 
furnish the Information requested of said Departament has flied 
a 0. 358, passed by this House on the 5th day of |- 
The resolution was 


agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


to Saree Se 
failed to furnish the inf ‘orma’ 


Beostued, Tash the @ TE Talcndesined ake aa tee Pemineet ee 
lution of ie House of formation requ 
5th day of June, 1896. 


See ere es ent 
The resolution was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 
The Clerk read as teal 


Roselved., “oat the & Papers Ws. tae Dp beady. 3 


inf the House ot Hepresentatives. wi the 
lod to furnish the inf reguesed of 


luti ‘ot the House ise of Hepreseatatives No. Bl 
sth day of June, 
The Seiad Was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, Shas the Goneeters of the Interior be, and he is hereby, requested 
fom ‘the House of Representatives wy, th tn Interior pee 


0. 


uested to 

ae ae 
t by the reso- 

by this House on the 


failed to furnish the information requested of wen teee by the reso- 
jutton of ie Sones ieee Pepeeeetatives Ne. Se, by this House on the 
6th day of June, 1896. 

The resolution was agreed to 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be. he is here uested to 
inform the House of Representatives wh ce Department has 
failed to the information req said by the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives No. 356, by this House on the 


Sth day of June, 1896. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
a are ok aloe Baa ere tees 
ee of the fo ot Bowres Sober ie No. 355, Ld rument by the 
the 5th day of June, 1896. 
On motion of Mr. GROSVENOR, a motion to reconsider the 
we eres the several resolutions were agreed to was laid on 
e tab 


Mr. LOUD. order, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. HENDERSO There are some personal requests of mem- 
bers which should be granted. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was 
To Mr. Barrett, for one week, on account o 
his family. 
Pr. Mr. GAMBLE, for three days, om account of being detained by 
rms. 
To Mr. HuTCHESON (at the request of Mr. Saywrs), for the re- 
mainder of the week, on account of important business. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Piatt, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment the 
following resolution: 

Resoived by the House of Duprorentatioes (the Senate concurring), That the 

pam Nyanga tee to raves the Soldiers’ Home at Leavenworth, Kans. ‘ 


i te eaeuaes the 
ther with such e& 


ting of the testimon 
ts used in said invention 
m necessary. 

The m also announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendment the bill (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which the 
penalty of death may be inflicted in which the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives was requested. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


anes HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
they had examined and found etnies bills of t 
low tine whe. the sceeioe 2 eades same: 
mh (EE B. 188) gree g a pension to Mary Collins; 


ting a to Mrs. Keturah Wilson, 
eiiew al James Wilson, deceased; 


ted as follows: 
serious illness in 


kent said commi 
tak by said com ittee, 


rted 
fol- 


for the ale of Samal Berra ond 


>>> > >>> 


8 mental eh eanietnacien, Thirty-first Ohio V 


SECOND-CLASS MAIL MATTER. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the bill (H. R, 

0598) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late — and acting regi- 
unteers. 
Regular order, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] 

—_- the regular order. 

rdingly, under the order already adopted, the House resolved 
iteclt & into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 
for _ further consideration of the bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the 
postal laws relating to second-class mail matter, with Mr. PAYNE 
in the chair. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, if I understand the gentleman 
from California, he proposes to use all his time himself. 

Mr. LOUD. Yes, sir. I would like to have an understanding 
with the gentleman’ from New York, so that there will be no mis- 
understanding hereafter. It was understood between the gentle- 
man and myself that the time this morning, regardless of what 
time was consumed yesterday, should be equally divided between 
the two sides, Is that satisfactory? 

Mr. QUIGG. Do I understand the gentleman to say that the 
time was to be divided this morning? 

Mr. LOUD. To be equally divided this morning, regardless of 
the time used yesterday. 

Mr. QUIGG. That is satisfactory. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without chien that will be the order. 

There was no objection 

Mr. QUIGG. I should like to ask the gentleman from Califor- 
nia if he is going to gir to give out any more time on his side? 

Mr. LOU ink not. 

Mr. QUIGG. Because if the gentleman is, I would rather that 
— time as he proposes to give out to somebody should be occu- 

now. 
, Mr. LOUD. I will not have any trouble with the gentleman 
about that. IfI desire to put a gentleman in for five minutes, 
and if that should not be satisfactory to him, I will not do so. 


Mr. — I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. MILLIKEN]. 
Mr. MIL Mr. Chairman, I think ten minutes will be 


ample time for me to say all I wish to say upon this subject, for it 
was so exhaustively and fully treated by my friend from New 
York (Mr. Quiaa] yesterday, and the propositions made on the 
other side were so conclusively omnaral that Ido not think it will 
be necessary for me to go into a detailed argument upon the bill. 

The avowed purpose of this bill, and the only purpose it seems 
to me that it can have, is to reduce expenditures in the Post-Office 
Department; and the gentleman from California has given us 
some figures, which seem to be very extravagant, showing that he 
intends to make a large saving in the Department by its passage. 
As has been said by others, if t believed he could do that I should 
be, perhaps, willing to vote for his bill, although I know that its 
es will be detrimental to some very large and important in- 

ustries in this count But, as was said by the gentleman from 
New York, his bill will not save to the Government the expense 
of one postmaster; it will not save the expense of one postal clerk; 
it will not save theexpense of one mail route; and it is well enough 
for us to recollect that it will not save one dollar upon all the star 
routes in this country. 

Upon the star routes the mails are carried for a specific sum, 
and it makes no difference to the Government of the United States 
whether they carry 1 pound or 3 pounds or 300 pounds. They do 
not take weight into consideration when they make their bids for 
carrying the mails. They are practically all subcontractors, 
under some big contractor, who has taken many of these r: utes. 
They do not take into consideration the amount which they carry. 
They rarely are loaded down. The question is, How long is the 
route, how much will it cost them for teams, how much will it 
cost them for expenses, how much can they get on their route for 
carrying gers, how much for doing errands, and all that? 
So that upon all the star routes of this country this bill will not 
save one dollar. On the contrary, I believe that the first-class 
mail matter, which pays the highest rate of postage, and the 
third-class and Geunth-clees mail matter will be so diminished by 
this bill that the Government will lose more in revenues than it 
will gain in the reduction of expenditures. 

Now, I had occasion during the Forty-eighth Congress, because 
at that timeI was trying to get nlieearement building in Augusta, 
ag and sucveeded in doing so, to look up the business of Mr. EB. 

C. Allen, now dead, who was the pioneer in this great publishing 
business, and to learn what he was paying to the Government. I 
to find the fact that, incidentally to his business 
and — second-class mail matter which he was sending out, he 

o the Government $100,000 a year for stamps. Now, my 

cei think that if he shall succeed in passing his bill and it 
become law, all these business houses will go on the same, 
that he will simply increase the amount of the postage which 
have to pay. 


En 


1 


they 








Mr. LOUD. Where is this business house? 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Itwasin Augusta, Me. The house has gone 
out of existence since Mr. Allen died. 

Mr. LOUD. Does not the gentleman know that the receipts of 
the Augusta (Me. ) post-office never yet amounted to $90,000 a year? 
How, then, could one man have paid $100,000 a year for stamps? 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Does not the gentleman know that Mr. Allen, 
who had a business house in Augusta, Me., also had a branch 
house in Portland, Me., and was doing business in Boston? 
I did not say that eae $100,000 a year for stamps to the Augusta 
office, I said that Mr. Allen, incidentally to the business that he 
did there in second-class postage, paid $100,000 in one year to the 
Government fer stamps. That came out during an in igation 
I made, and came out by the testimony of Mr. Allen, who was to 
be believed as much as you or I or anybody else. 

Now, I say my friend will not get the increased postage, because, 
if he passes this bill, he is going to ruin all these publishing houses, 
except the very richest and strongest of them. If there ever was 
a bill introduced into this House to enable the big fish to swallow 
the little ones, this is the bill. There is a large publishing house 
in Augusta, in my State, conducted by Vic & Hill, one of the 
most respectable concerns in this country, and I do not think they 
care much whether this bill passes or not, because, while its pas- 
sage will cause them to pay more postage on their second-class 
matter, they know that it will at the same time destroy smaller 
concerns which are their competitors, and will thus give them an 
advantage which will probably be at least as valuable as that which 
they now enjoy through a low rate of postage on second-class 
matter. 

With reference to the revenue which the Government reaps inci- 
dentai to this second-class mail matter, I have a letter from the 
Forbes Lithograph Company, of Boston, who say: 

Boston, January 5, 1897. 

We would r pocttndly submit the fact that weare in receipt of an order 


from th» publishers of fort for a million form letters (a of which 
wv are to deliver this month). This is a repetition of orders of a similar 
nature that have gone before, which must necessarily swell the i 

the post-office, as we understand from its publishers they are all ma’ 
envelopes as first-class matter, and are the direct results of the existence of 
the publication Comfort. If the proposed c in the postal 


goes into effect it will cut out a ange vert of revenue which accrues to 
the United States Government for mailing of the above form letters. 


I have also a letter from Pulsifer, Cook &Co., of Boston. They 
say: 

In regard to the so-called Loud bill, it us as business men of Boston to 
fie an earnest protest. The the bill we believe would be a serious 
bnainess misfortune at a time when the country has had e ‘h in that line. 

Clearly many members of Congress do not a the inter- 
ests involved. Asan illustration, we have for one paper alone— 
Comfort—several millions of envelopes in a single year, and are now doing 
work on a large order for its publisher. These envelopes are sent in the in- 
terest of that publication, are used on letters yield a revenue of 
from twenty ‘omen to thirty thousand dollars a year to the Government, 
and goes to the credit of first matter. 


I have also a letter from Mr. Gannett, of Augusta, in my State, 
which throws much light on this subject. It is as follows: 


AvGusTA, Mz.; December 28, 1896. 
Hion. 8. L. Mruian er, 


House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Srre: eet asa publisher in the fate of the Loud bill and the 
fact that its author in a recent speech in my publication, 
Comfort, as an illustration, most grossly me to take 
the liberty to write you and correct some Mr. Lovun’s erroneous state- 


ments. 
it is simply amazing that a man, not to say a who is the 
author and advocate of so eae a bill should such dense = 
a subject which he has, or is supposed to have, studied a 
year or more. 


air. Loun’s assertion that of Comfort’s 1,250,000 circulation not 1,000 are 
sent to bona fide subscr?bers in this country, is more than 
xnillion out of the way. If we relied on a circula 
Loup assumes, we should not print our paper in five diferent 


sress male es for at a cost of aearl 
alaheln ane Dental Gepurbanet in the John Mpnueck 
#n expense of $50,000 in a le year for editorial, original, cop 
«rary, and art matter, nor should we go to oe apne of 
to Eu for special work for our B ewe We all this trou 
ss — is nae to eam emees valuable, instructi 
su riders, an or e up and maintaining our enor- 
yy — —, . £ we were cntisied a mere sample-copy circu- 

‘ion, we might save expense by ss paste aaa scissors 

foe one barge Stall of editors, writers, axtisin, Spodiditn ou: senious 
eu 


ec 
circulation, read a let- 
calling Comfort 


colors on a 

000, nor should we 
in Boston, at 
ted, lit- 


£5. 
i Dp, further referring to Comfort’s enormous 
advertising agent at South Bend, Ind. 


prt ora Reve age mba he claims, f were received 
as our copies were b 
day. It is a of advertisers to ootenlion with printed 
adv y, and to send an order to the pu , to 
. As runs anywhere from 10 to 25 per cent, the tem 
tation is great. There is no known ad agency at South Bend, 


. 


vertising 
although one or two young men doing business there and ad under 


a dozen different women's names to run an advertising age 
commission such as is given to agente on their 
ents. Comfort refused 


1 to each 
with r interests, and it is possible that one / business under so 
roany different names, might receive several of our paper through 


as a 
th lose its 
never pay an adve e ap yo 4 P, 
makes a statement to the effect that 
vertisement 
become a subscriber until the 


the publisher. 
Mr. Lown also 

vertisement, saying 

your ae 

copy of this pa: 

morn, and that 


oran our part of the To that any 
coy ocaee tanger circulation, would send number of ‘to one 
person, except as a news agent, is an absurdity, would 
paper 


or more may 
examination, and that in event an 
will be shut out of the mails? 
t pd en a ge 
or advertising an 
do not come flocking to paper 
and activity are necessary to 
necessary toconduct any business or to win a 


same means are ‘ 
ca < the = Cee productive of 

third, and ae ee arene ca ohh he 

makes a pro will illus from my own experience: 
While a month 


in Compete, carl aanche Se 


a 

sent free through the postal 

abused. Would not this fact 

what return or gain does 
Then the place where 

small 


I do not think that my friend from 
I of course know is sincere in 


us 
-sustainin Zz. butthe > 
fi purpose. The Post-Office Department was not created 
the purpose of bringing revenue to the Government. ifit werethe 
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purpose tomake out of the business of that Department, then, 

ont the gentleman's ideas to their logical conclusion, we 
prop 5 leer about ite See See in this 
aa see = of them do not 


ar Seedy a ener ——— 
ee aes believe YLE), W. passage 
of this bill, said that was in favor of the masses classes, 
and therefore wanted to them 1-cent postage. Possibly mms 4 
crnet ag ae ee stump the late campaign 
may have in the habit of drawing a di between ‘‘the 
masses” and “the classes,” and has not yet forgotten his stum 
speech, [Laughter.] As to 1-cent let me ask the gentle- 
man who it is that is chiefly interested in 1-cent —. Is it 
the masses? Is it the working people, the laboring e of B oa 
country, the people who do Saree te, on an oe. more t 
three or four letters during the year? What difference Goes it it 
make to them whether they have or 2 cent letter postage? 
pecially in i ee there a ‘body in — =. sot is 
spec teres postage, it is great cor- 
rations, the ee: pu ae oulneae them. My 
d Mr = my State, whom [ man Tee already 


n Angusta, 

quoted, and who paid 000 in one year for postage, would have 
saved $50,000 that year if we had had 1-cent postaass but how 
much would the w save who works every day, and, as I have 
said, does n ‘t write more than half a dozen letters a lam 
interested in 1-cent postage; my friend from Calif undoubt- 
edly is; probably ng | member of this House is interested in 
having 1-cent postage: ut the great masses of the people of this 
country have really very little hae in it, and if there ever was an 
absurd plea, it is the plea of the man who declaims for 1-cent postage 
and puts it on the ground that he wants it for the benefit of 
masses. The masses of the people, Mr. Chairman, are interested 
in receiving, at as little cost as possible, this very literature which 
they do now receive under the existing law. 

I wish 1 had time to describe that literature. My a — 
California selected some of the worst books that 
mails and derided them; but, sir, way, does nt fi, and why’ do y do 
not those who pies with him, hold 


of the country, which contain ‘at ‘ot matter, ale it such 
® plow wo ) go into any man’s faunily? Tf my friend is 
plow up the wheat because there are a few tares in it, if he 


to exclude from the mails the whole of this fourth-class 
— 


the Committee on the 
Roads—re: a bill to exclude all bad literature from the mails, 
and I will vote for it. But the committee does nothing of the 
kind. It allows all the vicious literature that is now -carried in 
the mails still to be carried in them, and still holds up these ob- 
jectionable books as constituting a reason why this ill should 
pass. At the same time we hear nothing of the thousands of tons 
of first-class literature which, under the present law, is brought 
cheapl within the reach of the people. 
one UIGG. I yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
. WANGER]. 
on ine eee ‘ er = 
e great distress sities inootabenes country which we 
have witnessed d the last three years seems to me the most 
of all times to enact a measure which, 


Now, the Postal Committee deserves the thanks of this body and 

the public for acknowledging that it pref i enter- 
rise in the of the mails to the i of that 
uty. With ate mail service we d have it simply in the 

thickly Se ee a to care for 
oicent and ‘With priv. : a et ee Src iam bad 
efficien nent service in thinly poorer 
i rogue servi in the thinly popelated an poorer 


should be service all over the land i 
profitable or not, and that it is a logitimate function of the Gov. 
SES he ierneny liane wih, mall matin In atone ane 
marie without regard what such carriage 








In referring to this matter the argument is based entirely u 
the fact that there is a deficiency of revenues in the Post-Offi = 
ent. Well, if we count the vast quantity of Government 
matter which goes free, there is no deficiency at all; and when 
we _— to consider the saving which it is alleged would be made 
—— passage of this bill we find that a computation based upon 
1 second-class matter is necessary in order to reach anything like 
the proportions which are mentioned by the champions of the 
measure as its fair result. 
Now, we all can know by experience and observation that the 
t bulk of second-class matter is made up of legitimate aud 
onorable newspapers of the country. If the proposition is to put 
every enterprise, every industry, every class of mail matter upon 
its own foundation, to do its own pay ing, then the remedy is to be 


p | had by an increase of the rate of carrying second-class matter—a 


tion which nobody favors. 
ow, as the sidlvocacy of private enterprise in the carrying of 
the mails is in favor of the rich sections of the country as against 
the poorer sections, so the proposition to entirely exclude sample 
copies from the privileges of second-class matter is against the 
and newer publications, which are not yet fully established, 
and is entirely in favor of those journals which have large sub- 
scription liste and which do not want rivals encouraged by enjoy- 
“‘ieoe eeereeety for sending out sample copies. 

General Wanamaker, in all hisaliusions to this sub- 
ject in the reports which he made, never went so far as is proposed 
by thiscommittee. He alwayssug ested that sample copies ecda 
be limited toa certain proportion of the regular subscribed edition 
of the journal; and that would meet the objections made that the 
privilege is a journals which are intended solely for adver- 
tising purposes. an down legitimate trade journals which 
C= to confer. and do.confer great benefits upon the country 

y giving information and by fostering competition in the direc- 
tion of publications simply because there are some unscru- 
= persons who abuse the opportunity which is presented? 

ere can be no good reason forit. Thiscomimittee does not pro- 
to make up the deficiency. This committee says nothing 
about the tons of matter which are daily sent out—which are sent 
out especially on the first day of the week—and which are largely 
made up of advertising matter, which could be limited in size to 
the advantage alike of the postal service and of the reading public. 

If newspapers were required to condense and if they were not 
permitted to send out these enormous advertising sheets which 
make up of nearly every Sunday newspaper published 
throughout land, there would be a much greater re 0 tion in 
the bulk of the second-class matter than will result from the 
adoption of this bill. 

So as this simply strikes at a very narrow line, as it simply can 
affect abuses of a small character compared with the great bulk 
of matter which causes the deficiency in revenues, therefore we 
are called u to be particularly careful not to do injustice and 
inflict hardship upon laudable enterprises which employ many 
people, which encourage industry and enterprise, which dissemi- 
nate valuable information, and which constantly tend to elevate 
and to develop the character of all the publications known as 
trade journals, and those devoted to any particular interest or 

as well as any other class of publications. 

_ Now, a considerable number of the newspapers whose names are 
as-members of the various press associations that have 
the bill have changed their minds with regard to this 

uestion. I am in receipt of a letter from a constituent, the pub- 
lisher of an agricultural journal, which sends out thousands of 
copies to voluntary paid subscribers, saying, ‘‘ We were at first 
disposed to favor it [this bill], but after a more careful study of 
its features we believe it would do more harm than good.” I sub- 
mit that that is the statement of the attitude of a very large pro- 
portion of the publishers of the journals whose names are given 
as members of the trade press associations favoring the measure 
now under consideration. 

As the masses of the people generally are interested as well in 
the dissemination of the newspaper as in the circulation of the 
letter, let us not discriminate against journals which minister to 
the people in the remoter sections of the country and entirely in 


ay those which are established in the large cities all over the 
Here the hammer fell. | 
UIGG. I yield ten minutes to'the gentleman from Mis- 
souri . cay}. 

Mr. TRACEY. Chairman, the arguments to which I have 
thus far listened in support of the bill under consideration have all 
been based, as far as Shove been able to understand them, upon cal- 
culations averaging the cost of carrying all sorts of mail matter. 


Taking the e vanes of pieces carried and the entire cost of 
maintaining the Post-Office Department, the average cost of « “arry- 
peat theese be8}centsapound, This is the calcu- 


of the 


ted by the committee. The distinguished chairman 
ittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, in his speech 
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recorded in ‘the RECORD on page 190, presents a table in which it 
is alleged that for the years 1887 to 1896, both inclusive, the total 
number of pounds of second-class matter carried was 2,097 ,640,300; 
cost of handling, 8 cents per pound, $167,811,224; receipts for 
handling, 1 cent per pound, $20,976,403; deficiency, $146,834,821. 

Here, then, it is plainly stated that the cost of handling second- 
class matter is 8 cents per pound, and by inference that no one of 
the classes of mail matter is handled at less than 8 cents per pound. 
Further on the following language is used: 

But some gentlemen say that this isa bill as it now stands in the interest of 
the express surpene, Soe that we are driving this matter out of the hands 
of the Government to be carried by the express companies. Idonotcare. I 
do not care who does the business. 

Mr. Chairman, it would be immaterial who does the business 
unless it should be done at an increased cost to the people. But 
1 submit if the effect of this legislation is to transfer the business 
now done by the Post-Office Department to the express companies, 
which, in the absence of the only competition possible, increases 
the cost of transportation and handling to the people, the legisla- 
tion is unwise and ought to be defeated. That the bill under con- 
sideration would have that effect appears to be recognized by the 
chairman of the committee, and he answers by saying he does not 
care. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it would seem to me that no argument 
should be necessary to convince anyone that the cost of carrying 
the different classes of mail matter varies materially. If the argu- 
ment adduced from the position taken and the assumptions made 
finds itself based on a false assumption, then the argument itself 
necessarily falls to the ground. It must be apparent that the cost 
of handling and carrying first-class mail matter is much — 
than the cost of carrying and handling second-class matter. The 
handling of the pieces of mail matter known as first-class matter 
involves a large number of separate handlings. In the first place, 
the stamps must be printed, distributed, and canceled. Every 
piece of first-class mail matter passes through from three to four 
postmarkings. Then, in addition to that, the various distributions 
which do not obtain in second-class mail matter must be taken 
into consideration. 


In handling second-class mail matter, under the present laws | 


and regulations a large amount of the handling, perhaps one- 
half of it fully, is done by the oon themselves. The publi- 
cations are assorted into mail sacks for States, cities, counties, 
etc., and are delivered in that condition to the Post-Office Depart- 
ment, and by it delivered to the various places along the various 
postal routes. It must be evident therefore that the cost of 
handling that class of matter is not at all equal to the cost of 
handling first-class matter. 

But let us give an illustration of the methods of reckoning 
adopted by the committee with reference to this matter. Now, 
it is alleged—and the attack made upon the existing law is based 
the allegation—that it costs 84 cents = pound to carry all 
of this matter which it is sought by the bill to cut out of the 
privilege it enjoys under the present rate. 

During the year ending June 30, 1894, there was an increase of 
43,600,000 pounds of second-class mail matter carried. The meth- 
eds of computation adopted by the committee give the expense of 
carrying this increase in the amount of second-class matter to the 
Department, and according to their methods of computation it 
must have been the sum found by ae than § 43,000,000 pounds 
by 83 cents per pound, which it is alleged to have cost, or in the 
aggregate $3,655,000. 

Now, it is shown by the report of the Second Assistant Post- 
master-General of the same year that the total increase of the ex- 
penses of the Department was but $1,777,362.22, and that increase 
covered not only the cost of carrying the mails, but it covered 
also the cost of securing 746 new routes, representing an increase 
of 913.37 miles, with an actual increase in the distance traveled 
of 15,310,780.61 miles, and included the salaries of railway and 
post-office clerks necessary, and special facilities and mail equip- 
ment. The average cost of carrying the mails, per mile, for that 
year, isstated to have been 11.43 cents. At that rate, the cost to the 
pepertiomat of the increased facilities must have been $1,750,022.21. 
Take away from the increased cost of running the Department 
in that year the cost of obtaining and conducting the increased 
mai! facilities for that year and it leaves the total increase of cost 
of carrying the mails at $27,340.01. And yet we are told by the 
committee in the face of these facts, which are in the reports cited 
by the committee and approved by them, that the chief cost due 
to the carrying of this second-class matter to which they object at 
the pound rate was $2,655,000. 

Now, if the committee can present any sort of demonstration to 
the House which will unravel that problem, it will do more than 
has been yet done by any member of the committee and more 
than I believe to be within the possibilities. If the increased ex- 
= for transportation and mail service generall fees 

-22 and the increased facilities thereby secured are valued at 


$1,750,022.21, how much did it actually cost the Department to 

carry the 48,000,000 additional pounds of second-class matter? 
The cost of carrying the second-class matter is 

it is alleged to be. For the reason that I stated at 


lications, whoassort them, ies ape 

delivery along the postal routes, at no 

other t the mere transportation and 

Department at the points of destination. It 

very wise carrier to understand that if he hasa 

capable of carrying 50 boxes of of any kind he has 

40 to carry, the expense of his So = 
the contrary, the humblest drayman understands the offer of _ 
10 additional boxes would increase his receipts without in. 

his expenses (wear and tear excepted). In fact, it would be j 
that much money found. 3 

I have not time to say all that I should like to say upon this 
bill. Itseems to me that, instead of having the title which is given 
to it, it ought to be entitled “‘A bill to tax the dissemination of 
ww aimong the people.” 

While there have been and are abuses which ought to be rem- 
edied in the administration of the postal system, it is ee 
ably true that under the operation of existing laws regula- 
tions the United States leads the world in the uction of 

riodicals of the highest grade at the lowest 
prices. The publishing business of country is not condacted 
as a = is a business, and is in and conducted for 
a profit. en the profit ceases the business fails or is aban- 
doned. The postage is an item of expense that is taken into 
account as is any other item of expense. Had this bill been in 
operation during the past twenty the magnificent daily 
newspapers now published at 1 cent per copy in all parts of the 
country, a mirror of the world’s doings up to the hour of going 
to press, would have been an ‘‘iridescent dream.” If there were 
no — objection to the bill, this ought to be sufficient to insure 
its defeat. 

But it strikes a harder biow, if possible, at the country news- 
papers, which, at best, have a hard row to hoe. the country 
newspapers are entitled to the highest consideration in any legis- 
lation which proposes to change existing postal laws and regula- 
tions. The right to send out sample es, the t to send a 
copy free to a friend, the right to exchange with 
right to continue a subscription after the time rae 
pired, the right to offer as an inducement for a 
ers a premium in the shape of a supplement containing some work 
of fiction, the right to combine his own paper with some metro- 
SS — - furnished at a very low price, <P 
rega as valuable, and, speaking from personal experience. the 
are valuable. All of these rights are jeopardized by this bill if 
they. are not ment a away. It is not a hazardous ic- 
tion to say that if this bill becomes a law the country press, the 
mainstay of patriotism and devotion to free institutions among 
the masses of the people, will be weakened financially and weak- 
ened in its ability for good. The splendid country weeklies of to- 
day, carrying to the homes of the le each week a volume of 
excellent and varied information, in all probability be reduced 
to the decrepit weeklies of a quarter of a cen ag, in which 
were merely chronicled the egaee and doings e neighbor- 
hoods in which they were published. This would be a calamity. 

The bill — to drive out of the second class into the third 
class, or out of the mails entirely, all books or nts of books, 
whether they be issued complete or in parts, be 
bound or unbound, whether they be sold by subscription or other- 
wise, or whether they purport to be premiums or ments or 
parts of regular newspapers; all sample copies of ne pers 
or periodicals; all exchange copies of or peri —s 


newspapers and 


all copies sent free by the publisher; all unsol 
news —— or to the publishers. And in tion to all 
it invests the Post-Office Department with supreme to 
such rules and regulations for the determination a Seer 
affecting the right of a newspaper or to be in 
the mails as second-class matter as y creates a cen- 
sorship; narrows the field now occupied Sieege portion of the 
press of the country, and necessarily its usefulness. All 
this is pro: in the interest of economy in the upon 
a th which has been shown to be visionary and 
ird-class matter costs the Government to handle more than 

ociatoe meanees ant Gams periodical publications. Tuaddition to 
printed matter o' 
the handling and furnishing and canceling of woe 
ius be handled and sorted, both atthe ofc of depasit and 
of delivery. The mails are used as a rule only to small pack- 
ages, or to places remote from the railroads, and which are not 
reached by the express companies. 

Rpt are Pesos this class of matter to y 
all of delivery points, a special ‘ ” rate, 








CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 








at 2 cents per package 


4 ae or ap rpertiens fpom beage FP de | wy a 
tised as 10 cents each 1} pounds or less, single pack- 
aes. for each additional 2 ounces. 

Site Sie 1h eee oe 
each additional 2 ounces or . This “ printed-matter ” rate 


among them. For ending June 30, 1894, the pieces of 
third-class matter carried by the mails only amounted to about 12 
per cent of the whole number of pieces of mail carried, and the 
percentage has not increased very much, if any,since. Under the 
operation of this bill, should it become a law, all of the matter 
transferred from the second class to the third class which can be 
profitably handled will be carried by the express companies. 

When the declaration of the ch of the committee that 
‘*he does not care” is remembered, along with the a fact 
that the express companies are all for the bill, is it wholly unwar- 
rantable to inquire if the bill is not framed rather in the interest 
of the express com: than of the —— If the express com- 
panies continue to handle the profitable third-class matter, which 
they will do as long as they have a cheaper rate, how will the 
increase of third-class matter through the transfer to that class of 
matter now in the second class decrease the deficit in the revenues 
of the Department? Since it costs about as much to operate a pos- 
tal car omryee 10 tons of mail as it does when it carries 20 tons, 
inasmuch as the operating expenses of the Department are not 
seriously decreased zs decrease in the amount of mail handled, 
the question of how this bill enacted into law will enable the Post- 
Office = phere to become self-sustaining becomes a problem 
which will probably wait for a solution until it is demonstrated 
how one 1 from 2 leaves 3. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I should like to have permission 
to extend my remarks slightly. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks permission to extend 
his remarks in the Recorp. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. Poe Mr. Chairman, how much time have I remaining? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has twenty minutes re- 


=a 
Mr. QUIGG. _I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Morse]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Morse] is recognized for five minutes. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. i , before the holiday recess I was 
rather inclined to vote for this bill, but since the recess I have 
received some additional light, and I think now I shall vote against 
it. My desk is covered this morning with letters from constitu- 
ents, and they are not machine letters either, protesting against 
the passage of this bill, and it seems very clear that if it corrects 
any wrongs it creates greater ones. country papers, and 
particularly the religious hors get subscribers by sending out 
sample copies of their publications. This bill denies to religious 

pers the privilege which they have heretofore had in this direc- 

jon, except at a rate of postage which they can not afford, and 
the same to local papers out of the county in which they are 


rinted. 
7 I suspect, Mr. Chairman, that if this bill shall pass it will be 
followed by a bill in the interests of the express companies to 
increase the postage on merchandise. When you about 
triotic meast about measures to cement the Union together, 
do not believe there is any single measure that goes so far to 
inspire patriotism and love of country and the flag as a low rate 
of postage upon printed matter and merchandise. Ido not carea 
snap nor # pinch of snuff whether the Post-Office saweit ts pays 
or not. Who gets the benefit of a low rate of pos , if it does 
not pay the Government, except the people, and the poorest of 
our le at that? The United States ee is a t na- 
tional blessing, and I would extend and not reduce great 
national blessing. 
As stated by the gentleman from California [Mr. Loup], there 
may be some ob oe eee ee 
under the provisions of existing law, but 
want to tell , Mr. Chairman, there is a great deal of matter 
goin the mails that is not objectionable. I want to say 
you that log cabins on the prairie have standard works on little 
shelves which would never have had; that they have reprints 
of the classics w! the boys and as Oe ee 
can read which they never would have had but provi- 
sions of existing law. 1 say if the bill corrects any wrongs, it 
creates greater ones. 


I will use the balance of my time in reading two letters, amon 
many covering my desk, protesting against the passage of this bill. 
The is as follows: 

Boston, December 50, 1890. 
We fully believe all that is bare against the bill referred to in 
We know that it would practically ruin our business, and cause 
fepensien of thousands of useful publications throughout the country. 
We look to you confidently to do everything in your power to defeat the 
measure. ith thanks for past favors, 
Weare, faithfully, yours, 


Hon. E. A. Morse. 


The other letter is from the publishers of a religious paper. 
is as follows: 


DEAR Sir: 
the inclosed. 


KASSON & PALMER. 


It 


THs EVANGELIST PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
Yew York, January 5, 1897. 
My Dear Str: The Loud postal bill (H. R. 4586), which is to be acted upon 
wy poe body on Wednesday, is a vicious attack See Beare to prevent 
them from ee out sample copies in order té add new subscribers to 
their lists. It will break upand destroy the religious oes of this country. 
Under this bill, as is constantly the case, parties send for back numbers to 
coments files; it would be practically a prohibition, except at rates which 
would be ruinous to publishers. I hope you will see your way clear to oppose 
any such — 
With est regards, I am, very truly, yours, 
O. F. PRESBREY, 
Business Manager. 
Hon. ELIJAH Morse, 
Washington, D. C. 


Now, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the House of Represent- 
atives, I trust that this measure will be defeated, certainly defeated 
if it can not .be amended in such a way as to remove these objec- 
tions which I have raised. 

If I have any time remaining I yield it back to the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Quiee]. 

Mr. QUIGG. r. Chairman, I yield the balance of my time to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BrineHam}. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I think there are some features 
of what is called the Loud bill that deservedly appeal to the con- 
sideration and wise action of this House; but at the same time 
the radical features of the bill, books, or reprints of books, whether 
issued complete or in parts, bound or unbound, sold by subscrip- 
tion or otherwise, and so forth, as set forth in the first paragraph of 
the bill, are of a character, I think, that should not be included in 
the provisions of any bill, unless there is to be a general revision 
of the rates of postage, covering all mail matter. I believe that 
there should be a revision of postage rates, comprehensive, cover- 
ing all, making but two classes of mail matter, and as the Govern- 
ment has entered upon the transportation of merchandise, the 
rates should be at cost. There should be but two, and at most but 
three, divisions of the mail matter, and therefore of postage rates. 
The drift and current of public opinion and expression during the 

ast ten years has been to the reducing of postal rates or postages. 

tis within my recollection as a member of this House when the 
rate on letter matter was 96 cents a pound, the basis of, weight 
being halfanounce. Itis tc-day but 32cents a pound, and the basis 
of weight upon which that rate is fixed is 1 ounce. Seeds, bulbs, 
roots, scions, and plants are by the act of July 28, 1888, made 
mailable at the third-class rate, or 8 cents a pound—reduced from 
the old rate of merchandise at 16 cents a pound. 

We have also by radical legislation during the last fifteen years 
changed from the old system of newspaper postage under the 
quarterly payment to pound rate. Theactof June 23, 1874, estab- 
lished a pound rate, and fixed the postage on newspapers at 2 cents 
per pound and on periodicals at 3 cents per pound. In 1879 we 
changed the law, and by the act of March 3 of that year fixed a 
uniform rate of 2 cents per pound on newspapers and periodicals. 
In the act of March 3, 1885, Congress reduced the rate of postage 
on second-class matter to 1 cent per pound. The following table 
shows the amount of mail matter that has been carried at 1 cent 
per pound since July 1, 1885: 


Number of pounds of second-class matter mailed annually at I-cent rate, and 
annual increase of same. 





| Increase. 


Number 
of pounds 
mailed. 


Per 
} cent 





Year ending June 30— 
Pounds. 
——— ; 
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At the period of this legislation I was a member of the Com- 
mittee on Post-Office and Post-Roads, and heartily concurred in 
the reduction; and why? Simply because we had recognized for 
many years past that the Post-Office Department is one of the 
great aiders or abettors of the Government in the education of 
the people. We have recognized that resultant in every change 
we heve made with reference to newspaper, magazine, and period- 
ical publications. It is not only in the postal laws, but in the 
whole trend of the Government administration and policies that we 
have appropriated liberally for the cause of humanity and educa- 
tion. 

Congress has never assumed that the Post-Office Department 
should be a paying Department. Its legislation always looked to 
efficiency and conveniences for the people rather than revenue. 
It is under the Constitution a Government obligation for the peo- 
ple, and in addition to that, by legislation, it is wisely for the 
eiiucation of the people, whenever that result can be secured by 
an adjustment of postal rates. 

What do we do as a Government for the cause of humanity and 
education? What dowe do that brings back any specific revenue 
return for the gifts of the Government for education? I have the 
bills in my hand for the admission of Utah, Arizona, and New 
Mexico. In the bill admitting these Territories as States we give 
cne-ninth of all the public lands in the Territory for the support 
cf common schools; we give 64,000 acres of public lands for the 
public buildings at the capital; 48,080 acres of public lands for 
establishing the University of Utah; 110,000 acres of public lands 
for the use of the University of Utah; 200,000acres of public lands 
for use of the agricultural college; 5 per cent of the net proceeds 
of sales of all public lands in Utah to be paid to the State for 
the support of common schools; and so in these bills we have 
given millions upon millions of the acreage of the Government 
for the education of their Fm, ge 

What have we done and are continually doing in other legisla- 
tion and governmental policies? Here within sight of the Capitol 
is the greatest printing office in the world, none reaching it in 
annual output and work. We spend almost $4,000,000 annually 
in that bureau, and two-thirds of its output goes direct to the 
people under the franking privilege of members of Congress, and 
what for? For education. What have we done in the develop- 
ment of the great West and subsidies to our Pacific railroads? 
According to the report of the Commissioner of Railroads for 
1882, page 224, we have given 196,569,372 acres. In bonds issued 
to railroads, according to the report of the Commissioner of Rail- 
roads for 1896, we have given $64,623,512; interest paid by the 
United States thereon to June 30, 1896, $109,178,231, giving a sum 
total in principal and interest of $173,801,743. Of the interest 
paid by the United States the railroads had not repaid June 30, 
1896, $53,510.467. This has been given for the development of 
interstate commerce, for the interchange of labor results and 
intercourse of our people. 

Now let us see what has been given in the way of aid or loans 
to expositions and expenses of Government exhibits thereat: 


Gentennial Exposition, 1876: 
Loan (repaid) 
Government exhibit 

New Orleans Exposition, 1884: 
Loan (never repaid) 
Final aid to 


Cincinnati Industrial Exposition, 1884: 

Government exhibit 10, 000 
Louisville Southern Exposition, 1884: 

Government exhibit 10, 000 
‘World's Columbian Exposition, 1893: 

Gift 2, 550, 000 

Expenses of commission, building, exhibits, etc... 2, 132, 106 
Atlanta Exposition, 1895: 

Government exhibit and building 200, 000 
‘Nashville (Tenn.) Exposition, 1897: 

Government building and exhibit 130, 000 
Omaha (Nebr.) ition, 1898: 

Government exhibit and building 200, 000 


What did we have the expositions for, so far as the Government 
exhibit was concerned, except for the education of the peoplein the 
use and sense of that work? 

Take the Agricultural t. TheAgricultural appropria- 
tion act for the current year 1897, including $750,000 for 
agricultural experiment stations, $150,000 for seeds, and $883,772 
for the Weather Bureau, and with otheritems, amounts to$3,225,532 
for the year. For the support of Indian schools the Government 
appropriated $3,518,815, making a total appropriation for the 


Indians of $7,392,496. I submit the list of 
ion and sundry 
as appropriation act: 


National 
National Zoological Park 
Ethnological researches 
Deaf and Dumb Institution 
Howard University for Colored Youth 
Education in Alaska. .......<.......... ii cea 
Purchase of building in which Lincoln died 
Washington Monument 
Yellowstone Park 
Chickama cranes 4 Park 
Gettysburg Mili ark i 
v1 ee aoa maintenance, etc 
ermanen tions 
Colleges coer i 
Instruction of the blind 


Fl 
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, IL could go on almost without limit making an exhibit of what 
we have cone as a Government in the way of developing our 
resources, advancing our civilization, and chanutten our people, 
wes See expedient, but by annual allowances and ap- 
propriations. 

e gentleman from California claims his bill will result in an 
economy to the service and a ae informs us all 
about how much is going to be saved. I submit to the gentleman 
that when he is m g up his bill cov the appropriations 
for the Post-Office Department for the next year, it will not 
show any diminution in either estimate or The 
passage of this bill will not change his 
one single cent. The Postmaster has a statement, 
which has no doubt been referred to in this debate—I have not 
been present, ha been detained elsewhere. The Postmaster- 
General says that if it was not for this 
a aro a ee of his . 
the Departm so as to keep from 
he believes should not be allowed to 
gentleman comes in here and says 
that the bill asks for. 

It goes further. My time will not admit of my 
details. Icall attention to the language of the 
in his report just sent to Congress: 
That t! 
olntee id have taken the Fexponetbity to modi now on the House 
=na to aie the 
other publications not in 
rather loose 


yap eee ee the restoration of 
The Postmaster-General, under the actof 1885, which 


cy 
What else do we do? 
and millions being saved by 
that his bill reaches only a most 
matter, a line which, as the 
could exclude = own 
send through 


order 
mails absolutely a 
matter. The gentleman from 
mail tation is 8 or 8} 
man makes that statement 


tells 
, but in the second 
vast 
tells 


is 8 or 8} cents a pou He includes, I 
goes to the benefit of the Government in 
sorts of free What do we do in 


3 
e 


listed "which is carted free in the madi 
I have no disposition to question. 
hounded nd forty er eee ; 
un an -eig coun x 
sizth of the While emeauner 1 suv aaeel aul 


AL 
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submit in his report? He says: 
committee desire to be pardoned seeming larceny of 

kane not refrain from Cota ae notation of iy oe 
President, and willassume what isan that we are very seriously 
sipuatdia bonPiane Wesmuns nis as any st ators 
Soe Eee cine ead oll at ttn-abdinen tn Gesery alien. wal ede ween Sent 
by actual practice. 

And then the tleman on with the detail of his 
upon the bill. is in his bill, and the gentleman 
not include in his bill 52,000,000 pounds of 
ee ara amounting to upward of $4,000,000 annu- 
ally, as ee that what is due to one 
ts due to all. 


Take the upward of 20,000 publications, daily, weekly, semi- 


weekly, monthly, q , and so on; gen re not 
deal with them on the is declaration in his report that 
what is good for one is for all, and that what is just for one 
is just for all, or, to use his exact “We assume it to be 


the duty of the Government to not alone treat all of its citizens in 


theory alike, but to do so in fact by actual ” He dare 
not, and he does not im: in his bill the rights or privi- 
leges of a single oneof —— publications. And yet the 
gentleman comes in here an 


states that it costs 8} cents a pound 
to transport all mail matter, and he makes that the for 
this fag ese legislation, while at the same time his does not 
touch the great megs these daily, weekly, semiweekly, and 
other publications. e gentleman, therefore, i his re- 
port upon a statement which he does not carry out in any - 
vision of his bill. If you are going to divest the Post-Ofice 
Department of its eee then let ali who send 
matter through the mails pay , making that variance 
in your rates which is Sonanted by 
service wherein the necessity for larger and 
more yaaeey charged for, but let the business be equalized all 
aroun 

Now, what does this bill propose? The Loud bill contains two 
serious itions. The gentleman proposes to exclude from 
the mails, as second-class matter carried at the 1 cent a pound 
rate, What are called serial publications. Now, a serial 
tion can be made up of any of matter not forbidden by law to 
be carried through the mails. Shakespeare, the Bible, any of the 
standard works, any kind of matter not in violation of the law of 
Congress with reference to tion through the mails, can 
be a in a form. Sy d it not ee vane should 
not I be permi to subscribe to Harper’s serial or ippincott’s 
serial as well as to Harper’s Magazine or Lippinentt’e Magaahast 
Lippincott’s Magazine — month ts a novel covering from 
80 to 100 That can go through the mails in the mag- 
azine at 1 cent a pound, but the moment it is taken out of that 
publication and sent to subscribers it is to pay 8 cents a pound. 

ere the hammer oe 
A - LOUD. I will yield the gentleman five minutes more if he 
res. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I thank the gentleman, but I will et 


individual, much less the Government of his coun- 
t we made an invi distinction regarding his 
~ Fay Dye Teg Pint mutation graagebar thereto 
great weight of an vernment in sending out a 
“a i See ts hie tee ay that nothing of that ei 
ow, in . let me say char- 
acter was intended, but used simply as an illustration of the t 
weight of matter sent through mails. The Youth's - 


panion simply did what most of the legitimate ishers of this 
country have done, are doing to-day, and continue to do 
under this bill, and no ial criticism was intended of this most 


estimable journal, which we commend to the youth of the land. 
In justice to ourselves, permit me to say, however, that we did 
time, nor do we now, that that sort of special 
be allowed to pass through the mails at pound 
tates, for the special matter is purely advertising. It was refased 

then admitted by the Postmaster-General, and I assume 


admission, 





that it will continue, for we do not change the law; yet we readily 
—— the Youth’s Companion of any attempt to defraud the 









my mind, but in 











to 
other gentleman on this floor t 
You must in this country of ours have certain support with you. 
I might say 
promise with the devil. 
well defined, as the gentleman knows. If I had the power, I would 





















am the House to-day. 
other side 

from somew 
the President of the United States—aconspiracy, 1f you please, on 
the part of the President of the United States, the Postmasier- 
General, and the Post-Office Committee of the House to take the 





discussion bef 






service. It is too reputable a journal and managed by a 


gentleman of too high character to even thiuk of such practices. 


Mr. Chairman, one thing regrettable to me more than oe 


else is that the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BINGHAM] an 

myself, after having stood side by side on this floor almost alone 
in many a hard-fought battle, are now compelled to part company 
upon this question. I have great admiration for his courage and 


respect for his ability in relation to post-office matters. He 
made an argument here which does net, of course, appeal to 
ially covering the whole ground it will 

strongly to the minds of many members of this House. 
. 1 think, however, unintentionally—I will give 


| him credit for sincerity by using the word “ unintentionally "— 

referred time and again, with all the emphasis that repetition could 
give, to the sw i 
the report 


inconsistency contained in my report or in 


of thecommittee. And he pointed his finger at me and 


said, ‘‘The gentleman dare not impose this penalty upon county- 
free matter and u h 


pon the great press of thiscountry.” I think the 
tlemam did not intend that remark for me. He knows well 
that is my true inherent position. But when you are seeking 

ish anything by cy sor eames he knows as well as any 

t you must concede to conditions. 

that to accomplish good at times you must even com- 
1 “dare not!” Itismy position to-day— 


upon every branch of mailable matter the amount that it’ 


impose 

costs the Government to handle and transport it. But the gentie- 
man well knows that we must be practical in all propositions. The 
gentleman, perhaps, can satisfy his conscience in voting against 
this measure, because we will not extend it over all the publica- 
tions of this country. 


I will not quarrel with the gentleman, however, about his con- 


science or about what may be the sentiment of his own people. 
He is courageous and fearless; he must be the judge of his own 
course 48 well as accept the consequences. 
Outside of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, with all due respect 
to the many gentlemen who have discussed this question, only the 


I shall do the same. 


from New York has touched the question at issue 
My friend from Pennsylvania on the 
Mr. WaNGeER], following the lead of a gentleman 

else, claims that this is an attempt on the part of 


+ and distribution of our mail matter out of the hands 


ve people and place it in the hands of a few private individuals 


ms. Why, sir, nothing of the sort is attempted, 

and that phase of the case is as pertinent to the measure up for 
i ore us as many other points that have been made. 

One gentleman yesterday dwelt at great length upon this phase 


of the question. One gentleman, sir, from somewhere—I do not 
know where—alluded to the position taken by the chairman of 


the committee, intimating that he, the arch conspirator of this 
case, was seeking to take the management of the Post-Office De- 
t out of the hands of the people. Oh, I felt sotired; that 
eeling of weariness.and lassitude overcame me, and I said ‘‘ bah!”’ 
but consoled myself with the thought that the self-styled cham- 
pion and ian of the common people was still following the 
course pursued for many years, was demagoging—playing to the 
gallery—to the end of his public career. 


This is a ey question, Mr. Chairman, than a matter of per- 
sonality. the chairman of the committee on the floor of this 
House objected to the private pension bill or the private claim 


of any person, if he can satisfy his conscience because of that fact 
to vote — this bill, why then he must take the consequences, 
not I. is is a measure, permit me to say, of greater impor- 
tance than that. And it makes no difference who advocates it. 
If it be right, if it be based upon equity and sound business prin- 
ciples, then it should pass. If it be wrong, if the position 
assumed by the Post-Office Committee here does not appeal to 
your sense of justice and right, then, regardless of any local 
influence that may be exercised upon your minds, it is your duty 
to vote against the measure. 

We are here as legislators of the great people of this country, 


not here to protect the interests of a small basiness college which 
happens to be located in our town. Neither are we here to pro- 


tect the individual interests of any newspaper published in our 
district. Let me say to you again, if the propositions advanced 
ey should be sustained by this House; and if 
wrong, they should fall. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. Goanl-t took some 
notes of what he said yesterday—dwelt at great length upon the 
amount of saving which would result from the passage of thig 
bill. He finally stopped, I think, at $2,000,000. He criticised at 
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great length some possible slip of the tongue regarding figures 
made by the chairman of the committee in a former debate. Yet, 
let me say to the gentleman if he carefully scans his own remarks 
this morning in talking about a paper called Comfort, he will find 
this statement: 

This paper— 

Comfort, now published in the city of Augusta— 

This paper pays more than $6,000 a month for first-class or letter postage. 


He pays $2,000 a month to the Government to take his paper 
and spread it broadcast. 

More than $8,000 a month, according to this statement, is paid— 
where? At the place of publication of this paper, where it must 
be paid. Yet, permit me to say to the gentleman that the receipts 
of the osb-ollios at Augusta never yet equaled $90,000 a year. 
This very paper that the gentleman held up for our inspection 
paid, it would seem, $96,000 of the $89,000 received at that office! 

Mr. QUIGG. Will the gentleman allow an interruption? 

Mr. LOUD. Certainly. 

Mr. QUIGG. I told the gentleman yesterday that this news- 
paper maintained an editorial office in the city of Boston. £ do 
not know, of course, whether it buys its postage stamps in Boston 
or Augusta. I should have supposed, however, that they were 
purchased at the place of publication of the paper; but it does not 
necessarily follow that they may not be purchased in Boston. 

Mr. LOUD. The presumption is that they are purchased at the 
place of publication. 

Mr. QUIGG (continuing). At all events either at Boston of 
Augusta; and the gentleman can verify the facts which I have 
stated as to the amount of postage paid by that publication. 

Mr. HEPBURN. If the gentleman from California will per- 
mit me, I find on one of the letter heads or advertisements of Com- 
fort this language: 

Send all letters and remittances to the home office, Augusta, Me. 

Mr. LOUD. Certainly. 

Why, the gentleman from New York well knows that the rules 
of the Bost-Office Department require the mailing of newspapers 
at the office of publication. 

Mr. QUIGG. Undoubtedly. Theyare mailed where published; 
but it does not follows that the $6,000 of first-class postage was not 
paid at Boston or oo” orat both. Thereis nooccasion to dis- 
pute the statement of this man. 

Mr. LOUD. Perhaps; but let me say to the gentleman from 
New York that there are other papers published in Augusta; and 
I have great sympathy for the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. MILui- 
KEN], because I know his better judgment tells him that this bill, 
in its every letter, is proper and just to the great American people. 

Mr. MILLIKEN . Will the gentleman:allow an interruption? 

Mr. LOUD. Certainly. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I will say that Ido not need the gentleman’s 
sympathy. If he will be just, it is all I ask. 

Mr. LOUD. That is whatI propose to be, in so far as I am able. 

I want to say a word further, however, in reference to this same 
point. Let us take as a starting point the fact that the city of 
Augusta, Me., with a population of 10,500, mails more than 2 per 
cent of all the second-class mail matter in this country. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. That shows its enterprise. 

Mr. LOUD. So that this ae Comfort is not the only paper 
published there. Why, Mr. Chairman, Vickery & Hill's list shows 
u guaranteed circulation outside of Comfort of 1,532,500. Brooks 
bas a list, as you well know; and there are other publications 
there. 

If you look at the Third Assistant Postmaster-General’s report a 
startling fact confronts you. You find that asthe ninth city on the 
list for mailing second-class publications appears that beautiful, 


rich, and wealthy city of Augusta, Me., with a population of but 


10,500. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. If the gentleman willallowmea single word. 
I do not wish to be impertinent in interrupting him, but I would 
like to know if the gentleman from California thinks that city 
ought to be condemned for its enterprise? 

Mr. LOUD. Not at all. 

Mr. MILLIKEN (continuing). Or that Augusta ought to be 
proscribed for patronizing the mails as it does? 

Mr. LOUD. By nomeans. I wish to commend the city. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Awordmore. Augusta has not only patron- 
ized the mails of the country perhaps greater tham-any other city 
of its population, but it has sent to this House and to the other 
end of the Capitol, and into the Cabinet, more brains than were ever 
furnished by any other city, big or little, throughout the country. 


Applause. 
: Mr. LO Oh, very well; I will let you put all that into the 


RzcorpD, and all the rest of it want to, and will say amen. 


There is no doubt of the truth of the statement of the gentleman, 
and I do not desire to dispute itinany way. | 

I reiterate that I do not desire to make any invidious insinua- 
tions against the city of Augusta. It is to be commended for the 
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fact that more than 2 per cent of the second-class mail matter ig, 
mailed in a city where the receipts of the postal service is 
Th vale of Dena ext city in 

e city o comes next to my own the amount 
of second-class matter mailed, and ye8 the condi of the post. 
office where I reside are more than $700,000 a year. Notwith-' 
standing that fact, it mailed but a trifle more of second. 
matter than the city of Augusta, where the receipts are 
$90,000 annually. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. They are behind the times out in the gentle- 
man’s city. ; ; 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, yes; I know that. [Laughter.] 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Quiae Se 
this bill would not save the amount ted by the 
committee. Well, I do not care whether it save the amount 
estimated by the committee or not. We are only giving our judg- 
ment, and do not claim to be infallible. If we the estimates 
of Postmaster-General Wanamaker, in 1892, in which he sta’ 
in his rt, that there was mailed that year 50,000 tons of 
novels, then we must come to the conclusion that in that year we 
lost more than $13,000,000 in the transmission of novels 
alone, and there has been an increase of 25 per cent in second-class 
matter since then. Or we may take the estimate made by the 
same gentleman, in which he the loss on one publication 
at $2,000, and then com is statement with one made by 
Postmaster-General Bi ,in which he said that there were more 
than 24,000 second-class entries in four years, and that the most reli- 
able ne per directories in the country gave an increase of only 
8,157. Taking that statement, we must necessarily come to the 
conclusion that more than 20,000 of thoseentries were illegitimate— 
that the publications had out of existence, or were not 
classed among the legitimate publications in this country. 

Mr. BINGHAM. ill the gentleman allow a statement in that 
connection? 

Mr. LOUD. Why, certainly. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have sent the memoranda to the 
desk, but from the Post-Office Department I have the statement 
that at the present time there are only 25,000 publications of all 
classes entered as second-class matter, and this includes the daily, 
weekly, triweekly, monthly, and quarterly publications. 

Mr. LOUD. Twenty-five thousand on the list to-day? 

Mr. BINGHAM. On the list to-day. I gave the gentleman a 
detailed statement of 20,000, coming e regular newspa 
publications, which detailed statement will appear in my remarks, 

Mr. LOUD. I do not doubt the gentleman's statement. Tha 
has nothing whatever to do with statement made by myself 
that 24,000 entries were made in four and only 3,157 were 
legitimate. Entries are made every de. teen men in this 
country are compelled to issue publications in order to protect 
themselves against others who pursue this course. In the busi- 
ness world you are brought in close competition with men who 
take advantage of every condition. Your adjoining neighbor 
issues an advertising sheet to advertise his own business. is 
ae under the law to get a few advertisements outside. 
He fixes his publication in such shape that it is admitted as second- 
class matter. It is sent broadcast over the land at a cent a pound, 
It has fulfilled its mission. It goes out of , dies, perhaps 
to reap 7 ge when the necessities of the case demand it. 

Mr. QUI . Will the gentleman allow me a question there? 

< 4OUD. Certainly, if the gentleman will confine it to a 
question. 

Mr. QUIGG. I donot understand how that can be done 
thelaw. Does not existing law declare that a cbtication decigmed 
primarily for advertising purposes shall have admission as 
saniadoies matter? 


Mr. LOUD. I cananswer the gentleman’s question without his 
Ss it any further. I do not want to be rude to him, but 


eman cones Se ee further. 

Mr. that he to yield. 
Mr. LOUD. I understand the , because the gentleman 
made the same point yesterday. I have said before, and I will 


take occasion to say again, that if you can show me the man who 


can draw the line between the legitimate and the 


illegitimate, if 
he be a disinterested , 80, as to not include himself, then I 
say to you that verily has 


come again upon this earth, and 
a ‘ect man is found. . 


e gentleman dwelt at length yesterday on the fact that it was 
for us to enact a law when law was already suf- 
, legicltive en aa ae et 
enacting and reenacting laws when they find that 
to the intent, or contrary 


does not the law in 
can go on 

do now. 
the gentleman knows 


country, are 

the courts are construing a law con 
to the convictions of the legislative 

area a ant eee 
e y cuts ou 

and te that fraud just as 

Mr. LOUD. But permit me to say 
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as well as I do thatI do not seek to change the law 
Yet the 


Mr. PouD. This 


io bill would strangle the pu 

so it will. a Pe 

does not seek to change Ww - 

ing that. But much has been said about the power eanaal tin 
this bill, vesting in the Postmaster-General greater censorship 
over the press. Why, it is the merest rot, and the gentleman 
knows it better than any member of this House, for there is to-day 
vested in the Postmaster-General, by reason of necessity, absolute 

wer over the admission and on of second-class matter. 
This bill seeks to contract the power vested in him. This bill 
seeks to limit the power v in him by stating emphatically 
what matter shall not be mailable at the pound rate. 

The gentleman dwelt yesterday at considerable on the 
fact that the present chairman of the Post-Office Commi would 
not make the es in the bill brought into the House, of the 
saving claimed in bill. That is not really pertinent to the 
quesaion under consideration, Mr. Chairman, because the com- 
mittee could not bring a bill into this House to meet the demands 
of this bill until the became alaw. But I will be ectly 
frank to a? as I hope I have been to pak er mem- 
ber of this House. If I am wrong, I want to be convinced of that 
fact. The effects of the reform contemplated by this bill can not 
be felt immediately. If this bill were to become a law to-morrow, 
I should not, in my official capacity, recommend the dismissal of 
clerks in the post-offices, of letter carriers, of railway mail clerks, 
but, in my capacity as chairman of that committee, I should urge 
with all my ability that the increased amount asked for this year 
for rail transportation, nearly $2,000,000; the increase of post- 
office clerks, over $600,000; the increase of railway mail clerks, 
over $400,000; the increase in the amount asked for letter carriers, 
nearly $600,000, be stricken from the bill that would be consid- 
ered by this body. And let me say to you further, in full frank- 
ness, that if this bill should become a law, its full effect can not 
be felt for four years. 

The fu)l effect of this bill can not be felt until the quadrennial 
weighing shall have been fully completed, which will take three 
years; and its effect, permit me to say, will be felt so ually 
along the line that no one will be an immediate erer. Of 
course it is easy to ascertain within a few million dollars what the 
Government is going to save in transportation. My friend from 
Missouri [Mr. Tracey] occupied ten or fifteen minutes saying it 
costs us more to transmit one class of matter than it does to trans- 
mitanother. Now, the gentleman has fallen into the same error as 
the so-called Publishers’ Association did last year—that this com- 
mittee had taken into consideration the items of ng tame 
and handling, yet the committee has confined itself in its report 
exclusively to the cost of rtation, because it was one easy 
to be ascertained, and we did not enter the field of handling. 
Permit me to say, with great respect to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, his remarks are not pertinent to this question. The cost of 
handling is one that I understand no man can arrive at y; 
but it costs as much to transmit a pound of eres as it does 
to transmit a pound of registered first-class matter. We pay so 
much per pound per mile for transportation, and it is one of the 
simplest problems in arithmetic for us to ascertain what it costs 
to transmit all our matter, and then how much it costs to trans- 
mit second-class matter per pound. 

Now, then, when it comes to the field of handling, we have 
placed it at an estimate of 4 cents a d, which is most con- 
servative. Gentlemen | task me why I put it at that. The 
report of Postmaster show—mark me closely, because 
you should understand these things—that more than one-third of 
the total number of pieces of all mail matter handled in 1894 was 
second class. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Quiae 
admit that it costs the Post-Office Department as much—he knows 
well that it costs more—to handle one piece of second-class matter 
as it costs to handle one piece of first-class matter. I have had 
experience in the post-office. I can route ten letters hour by hour 
for distribution quicker than you can a piece of second-class mat- 
ter. It is the same with the letter carriers and the same with the 
railroad mail clerks. Now, then, when I put the estimate at 4 
— Iam very ees ae station to logitd sete 

ost-Office Department outside of transpo timately 
chargeable to second-class matter. 

—— You mean 4 cents a pound for the cost of trans- 
po 

Mr. LOUD. No; 4 cents for pe 
ean QUIGG. Oh! forhandling. I think thatis very conserva- 

vi 


e. 
Mr. LOUD. Is not that very conservative? 
Mr. po op I think so. 
Mr. LOUD. So then, one-third of the total expense of the Post- 


Department to-day, outside of the cost of transportation, is 
Jegitimately chargeable to second-class matter.: It costs us, in 
round num 








$51,000,000; and then I put it at $17,000,000. That 


is very conservative. It is probably over $20,000,000; and to put 


tleman intimated in very~strong | it at $17,000,000 is a conservative estimate of what is chargeable 


to second-class matter. 1 will be conservative in another esti- 
mate. One-third of the second-class matter going through the 
mails to-day—the gentleman well knows that the great New 
York dailies and the t metropolitan journals are distributed by 
express within the limit of 500 miles to a great extent,and the 
Government does not get any of it. Now, I wil] make this esti- 
mate, and the gentleman knows it is a conservative one. I 
believe that one-third of the second-class matter now going 
through the mails will be eliminated by this bill. 

Mr. QUIGG. Why does not the gentleman prove that? The 
Post- Department must have the figures, and if the gentle- 
man’s statement is correct he certainly can prove it. 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, yes; in the course of a few years. 

Mr. QUIGG. But the gentleman’s estimates are-—— 

Mr UD. I must decline to be interrupted further at this 
time. I will even take the statement of the gentlemen who are 
most interested in this matter—gentlemen who spent last winter 
here looking after this business, the assumed ‘‘ Publishers’ Asso- 
ciation.” ey are more interested and ought to know about this 
better than anyone else, and they have charged that this bil! will 
eliminate from the mails 100,000 tons of this matter. I believe 
that is all “rot,” and they, in their revised statement, take it 
back; so I will be conservative and say that one-third of the 
second-class matter now going through the mails will either be 
eliminated or will pay us 8 cents a pound. Whynot? The policy 
of this Government toward the legitimate press of the country has 
been to enco it, and I am willing to accept that policy; but 
why, I ask, should the legitimate advertising of a business man— 
advertising, and nothing but advertising—be carried through the 
mails at the pound rate? Why, Mr. Chairman, it is debauching 
public sentiment. If I, as a merchant, seek to pursue an honest 
career, and if somebody else adopts methods by which the Gov- 
ernment is made use of to aid bis business in competition with 
mine, then it is evident that I must adopt the same course, or 
else must go out of business. 

Gentlemen have placed their defense of the existing policy upon 
educational unds. Now, Ido not care to deal specially with 
the book of this question. I will merely say in passing that 
there is involved in it a great moral question, which tao not care 
to discuss at this time. I hold in my left hand a book, probably 
a very estimable publication, by the Hon. M. W. Howarp. I 
have never read it, but it must be an estimable work. because its 
author is commended to our consideration by the present Vice- 
President of the United States and by a gentleman signing him- 
self Davin B. Hii, Senator from New York. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. LOUD. I decline to yield, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. MORSE. The gentleman does injustice to the Vice-Presi- 


dent. 

Mr. LOUD. I am perfectly willing to admit, Mr. Chairman, 
that this is probably a work of high standing, but permit me to 
say that the name of Howarp has not yet attained to such emi- 
nence in the literary world as the name of the author of this other 
book, Ivanhoe, by Sir Walter Scott, that great man whose works 
we all delight toreadand reread. Gentlemen tell us that this sys- 
tem of cheap has given cheap books to the people. Well, 
If Christ Came to Congress costs 50 cents, I suppose there is some 
extra charge for this encircling of a serpent around faces which 
some of us might recognize. At all events, the book costs 50 
cents. On the other hand, I have bought a copy of Sir Walter. 
Scott’s Ivanhoe, bound, for 25 cents, and could purchase ten copies 
for $2, yet Scott’s work, Ivanhoe, going through the mails must 
pay 8 cents a pound, while If Christ Came to Congress is carried 

‘or 1 cent a pound. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Now, is that difference made because Ivan- 
hoe is Scott’s work, or is it because the work is bound? 

Mr. LOUD. The gentleman knows why it is made. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Of course I do. I simply wanted to know 
whether my friend knew. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LOUD. Well, the gentleman can take me out after a while 


and tell me. owen) 

Mr. MILL IN. I fear that I should have to spend too much 
time in making the gentleman understand. [Laughter. | 

Mr. LOUD. Now, Mr. Chairman, I have here a lot of these 
papers, bmp & Hill's list: Good Stories, Happy Hours, Hearth 
and Home, and so on, guaranteed circulation 1,522,500; Yankee 
Blade, 100,000; American Nations, 100,000; Fireside Gem, 150,000 
circulation. Here is one published right in Washington with a 
guaranteed circulation of 150,000. 

Mr. BOWERS. I never saw one of those publications. 

Mr. LOUD. No; and I venture to say that there is not a gen- 
tleman in this House who ever saw or even heard of any of them 
before. 

Mr. BOWERS. I have never seen a copy of any one that you 
have mentioned. 

Mr. LOUD. Read them and you will come to the conclusion 
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but 


that they are published primarily for advertising eee, 
the line of 


when the question is presented to the average mind 


distinction is so faint that you will feel bound to call upon him | 


who is wholly without sin to cast the first stone. Mr. Chairman, 
the Post-Office Department to-day is holding up its hands calling 
for assistance. It is powerless te stem the growth of the tide of 
‘‘fake” newspapers in this country by reason of the sample-copy 
rivilege. Why, gentlemen, if you could read what I have read 
during the two vears that I have been specially interested in this 
subject, if you could read the hundreds of thousands of letters 
that I have received from people all over the United States, it 
would appall you. Munro, the publisher of ore library, has just 
entered at New York and is sending of one publication more than 
2 tons a day through the mails. There is one of his publica- 
tions, Ido not know at this moment which one it is, a sample 
paper, which he guarantees to advertisers to have a circulation of 
25,000,000. Think of it! A guaranteed circulation of 25,000,000. 
Yet it is a paper that circulates not to subscribers: It is what I 
regard as a legitimate advertising sheet; and I have no objection 
to the Government transmitting it as advertising matter. 
Are papers published to-day for sentiment? hat does Com- 
fort get for advertising? Four thousand dollars a page, one 


insertion! 

Mr, MILLIKEN. Why not? It is a good advertising medium. 

Mr. LOUD. Yes; bat why should it not pay for its transmis- 
sion through the mail? Why should the Government be engaged 
with it in disseminating its legitimate advertising throughout the 
length and breadth of this land? What sustains these papers and 
magazines? Look at this list and see their rates of advertising— 
The Century. $250 a page; the Ladies’ Home Journal, $4,000 a page; 
Munsey’s, $500 a page, and so on. Are papers sustained by the 
proceeds of their circulation? No; those days have gone. 

Now, a few words on this question from the educational stand- 
“a In connection with this view of the question, I asked this 

ouse before, would you be willing to-day, if you were to inau- 
gurate this business, t6 devote $25,000,000 a year for the support 
and furtherance of this class of educational matter? Yet that is 
what you are doing. We are not seeking to eliminate totally this 
class of mail matter. Let mesay to my friend from Pennsylvania 
that personally I am seeking to go as far as I can, recognizing the 
conditions that confront us. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentlethan allow me one moment? 

Mr. LOUD. I have only two minutes left. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Well, I will not take any part of the gentle- 
man’s two minutes; I presume he will need them. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, this subject presents a great field 
of discussion. I should perhaps have had a little more time; but 
probably the House has heard as much as is necessary upon the 
cat Very few members have remained here to listen to the 

ebate. I suppose they are perfectly satisfied regarding the mer- 
its of this case. Whatever may be the fate of this bill (and in a 
short time it will be determined), permit me to say, Mr. Chairman, 
in ali sincerity, to this House, more than a million anxious hearts 
to-day are watching for the result. Whatever may be the result 
to-day, the great principles “pe and truth and equity con- 
tained in this measure, like great truths, must continue to 
march forward until we have attained in the end a better, a no- 
bler, a perer press—so admitted by most if not all the legitimate 
publishers of the country—a press that fulfills the original mission 
anticipated by the press—a press of high standard, devoted to the 
elevation of mankind, and not, as is its present tendency, the de- 

. bauching of public sentiment. ae} 

The C MAN. The time for general debate on this bill has 
expired under the order cf the House. The bill will now be read 
by sections for amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That mailable matter of the second class shall embrace 
ali newspapers and other periodical eg which are issued at stated 
intervals, and as uently as four times a year, and are within the condi- 
tious named in sections 3 and 4 of this act: ided, That nothing herein 
contained shall be so construed as to admit to the second-class rate publica- 
tions purporting to be issued periodically and to subscribers, but which are 

* marely books, or reprints of a whet! they be issued complete or in 
— whevher they be bound or un , whether they be sold by subscrip- 
ion or otherwise, or whether they purport to be premiums or supplements or 
parts of odicals. P 


newspapers or peri 
Mr. QUIGG. I move to amend by striking out after the word 
‘‘three,” in line 6, the word “and,” and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word “ or.” 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


Tn line 6, after the word “ three,” strike out “and,” andinsert “or; soas to 
read: “and are within the conditions named in sections three or four of this 


act.” 

Mr. so. I call the attention of the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia | Mr. Loup] to the fact that if this bill passes with the word 
“‘and” retained in the sixth line any periodical, in order to circnu- 
late at the second-class rate, must conform to the provisions of 
both section 3 and section 4; in other words, the publication must 


be a benevolent or fraternal organ, or the organ of a trades union, 
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_or of an order built up under the lodge system, and must also be 


| a newspaper. 
The gentleman will observe that = amendment does not inter- 
| fere with his bill, because section 3 establishes the periodical 
| character of Sgr re one and enumerates all the statutory 
_ characteristics in section 4, in so far as they must relate 
| to any fraternal paper; that is to say, it must be regularly issued 
and frous 0 hase: Cline ot pee See eee ee 
a year; and then, if it be a fraternal organ, it may cireulate at the 
second-class rate. But if the word ‘‘ and” be retained such a pub- 
lication, for instance, as the New York Tribune must be the organ 
of a fraternal or benevolent association before it can go into the 
mails as second-class matter. ~ 

Mr. LOUD. Ido not think so. 

Mr. QUIGG. Certainly. Let me read the language: 
ae, That mailable matter of the second class sak Geeitaes 
intervals, aad es frequentiy as four times a year, and are within the conditions 
named in sections 3 and 4 of this act. 

In other words, the New York Herald must make itself out to 
be a fraternal and benevolent before it can circulate as 
second-class matter. This bill, as I shall show as the reading for 
amendment is full of just such crudities. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Quiaa, it 


was adopted. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last 

word for the purpose of sa a word about the bill. 
As I understand it, and the gentleman 


ornia 
= Loup] will correct me if I am , second-class mail mat- 
t ofall Kinds has substantially the franking 


cule a Gent 4 poael: = 


Now, the gentleman seeks, if I Te tia Wah soatect two 


kinds of this matter substantially free now—one the copies 
aad the othr a dliae of periiinals Gan ene of books 
merely, in whole or . Ithink I am correct, if I understand 
a —leaving all the balance of the matter sub- 
stanti Ls \ 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I am not sure that the gentleman goes far 
enough in the proposed legislation. 
that he a little too far. [ Laughter. ] I mean j 
so that I am rather inclined to thinkif he goes at 
= nyoe: the the mastic at le copies of 
or instance, you e ion of sample es of news- 
rs, and I read now from the gentleman’s own report, which, 
erring to former legislation, says: 


nt law, 

Sg ccken ay Penteiok aw ab ol sample cop. trade purposes; 
to induce a advertise, or possibly to become the —_ 
for the periodical, ee But to induce hi 
to subscribe to a periodical that free through the mails, I see 
no objection to it, if the law is to allow it to go free, or sub- 
stantially free, and for reasons are apparent. 

So it seems to me that there might be an amendment to allow 
cabscigtioas, beating ts Sched saemanir as seull.geat 
su , in would go a 
a nominal c after it was subscribed for. 


himself , lam 

I do not w how far it would 

ment. The gentleman says 

carried. How much less? I do not know. 
tleman knows. How much 

the privi oe 

the privilege of sample — 

the gentleman strikes out 


ee 
ing that is worthy of consideration. 


unlike any other period in the history 
tory of civilization. 
e CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. CANNON. Well, I should like to be permitted to proceed 
a elie ane a te 
e ATRMAN. ithout objection, gentleman m 
| Minois will proceed for five minutes longer. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. CANNON. The introduction, Mr. Chairman, of labor- 
saving machinery in the business of the people, the harnessing of 














‘the forces of nature, the cheapening of products, the reorganiza- 
tion of labor itself, all of these things have come, and we can not 
them if we would. 


ress is concerned, can take the papers of 
From 12 to 40 pages, and you buy them a oe 
contain information people 


or as some 
say, but upon the whole, I su , information for the million. 
ell, now, i cent does . 


. How do they get pay? I am 
cau and do not understand matter, but in various 
ways they receive a return can 


Now, I have said about all I want to about this matter. ne 
years ago I was heartily in favor of that pdlicy which woul 
chenpen net Se See ee a Men of my 
age when books were high and scarce. Under the oper- 
ation of all these industrial and economic forces, and with the co- 
Post-Office t and the publishers, great 


one-quarter, ps one- 2 
ht for a genera’ 
ted; and you can buy unboun 
amount, whether printed in 
ted in connection with the 
ee See . Loup] 
uestion. would throw out those publications 


what they could have been 
are better bound and better 
books for a very small 
these peri or 


which waeeel books or reprints of books. 
which are y or oO ow, a 
a8 oF three pages of something ele, 
and t ,f you please, puts in Dickens 8 bey and Son, or 
something else. that excluded? If so, the law means nothing. 
I suppose in point of fact it would not be. 

r UD. I should like to have the who is asking 
me the question put it in a little plainer 

Mr. CANNON. ee 

Mr. LOUD 


; . Lunderstand 
Mr. CANNON. The bill says: 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to admit 
to the second-class rate pu eee en oe 
to subscribers, y books, or reprints of whether 


su but which are 
they be issued complete or in parts— 

Andsoon. Now, if they are books or reprints of books, they can 
not, as I understand it, go into the mails under the second-class 
— if this bill passes; but suppose you put in a page of something 
e —_— 7 

Mr. LOUD. If the gentleman will read the whole section I 
think he will find-— 

Mr. QUIGG. Whether they purport to be premiums or sup- 
plements to newspapers? 

Mr. LOUD. I tried to get time to discuss the question with the 
gentleman before this came up. 

Mr. CANNON. 1 understand that; but suppose a man prints 
five chapters from Dombey and Son and one chapter from one of 
the Waverley novels, then puts in a == general news 
about half a dozen different things, woul publication be 
excluded? 

Mr. LOUD. I assume that it would, and I think the gentleman 
will come to that conclusion after he reads the whole section. 


Mr. CANNON. Then, sw he puts in five pages of some- 
thing would it be eae: 

Mr. LOUD. I think so. 

Mr. CANNON, Sua he puts in ten pages of something 
else, would it be excl ? 

Mr. LOUD. Lassume so. You can put in a thousand—— 


Mr, CANNON. Well, then, if he puts in anything from any of 
Dickens’s publications or Thackeray’s, in a ical, he would 
vitiate the whole periodical or paper so it could not go as second- 
et ee oe 
out what is, to my mind, the most valuable matter t is pub- 
lished in these periodicals, and, for that matter, in many news- 
papers. I think it would be better for us to go a little 
8 


matter. Thet is the way I feel about it. Therefore I am | 


inclined to vote ‘“‘no” upon this bill. [A ] 
Mr. MORSE. Mr. Chairman, I desire five minutes. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts—— 
Mr. MORSE. Ioffer an amendment tostrike ont the last word 


of this section. I do so for the purpose of attention toa 
remark made by the dleman {roan California [ . Loup] in his 
previous speech. I he unwittingly and unmeaningly did a 


y 
great injustice to a high officer in this 
said that the View Pecidet of the United States indorsed the 
miserable Howard book, if Christ Came to Congress. 
as I understand it, is little else than a directory of the houses of 
prostitution in this city, and if he will kindly read what the Vice- 


oll 


President says, he will see that he never did indorse that book, 
and bly what he wrote was written before that book wag 
— . I am sure the tleman from California [Mr. Loup] 

not desire toembody in the permanent Recorpof this Honse 
so serious a charge as he has made against the Vice-President of 
the United States. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer the following 
amendment to section 1. Strike out lines 13 and 14 and insert the 
following: 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out lines 13 and 14 and insert: 

“ Unless they are premiums for, supplements to, or parts of a regular news- 
paper or periodical.” 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that under the 

of the present postal laws we have had, and now have, 

a class of newspapers and magazines that it woulll be absolutely 
impossible to obtain under the operation of the bi!l under consid- 
eration. We have in every section of the country newspapers 
sold at 1 cent a copy that ten years ago were not sold anywhere 
for less than 5 cents; and they are much better as sold to-day at 
1 cent than they were then when sold at 5 cents. I undertake to 
say that the fact is due absolutely to the operation of the present 
postal laws, and that a reform which begins with an attack 
pon the means of information, and the greatest means of infe:- 
n within the reach of the people, is a reform in the wrong 
These newspapers and magazines have been built up because 
of the privilege they have had under the present postal laws. 
They never could have been built up under the illiberal system 
in this bill. It would be a matter of impossibility. The 

e as a whole have received the benefits. It has been argued 
constantly that the present system is a system in the interest 

of the publishers. It is not in the interest of the publishers. It 
is a system in the interest of the common people, because it leads 
to the dissemination of more information upon every subject than 
has ever obtained either in this country or in any other country; 
and there is not to-day in any other nation on earth as good ‘news- 
odicals furnished to the people of such country at 
ey are furnished to the —_ of the United States; 
this is all due to the liberal postal regalations and postal laws 
which we have had and which we now have. I believe in reform, 
but Ido not believe in anything that operates as a tax upon the 
dissemination of information and intelligence among the people. 


i 


The of this country are nearer abreast of the age in which 
they live than are the masses of the ple in any other country 
in world, and it is due to the fact that we have had this means 


of building up the 10-cent magazines, that circulate and that con- 
tain excellent information, are magnificently printed, and distrib- 
uted by the hundred thousands among the people, and the daily 
newspapers containing the news of the world distributed each day 
to hundreds and thousands of people—millions of people—at 1 cent 
per copy. The great newspapers in this country, absolutely the 
, merle in the world, pay more for the collection and 
iffusion of intelligence among the people "than the newspapers 
of any other country in the world, and are sold at from $4 to $6 a 
year. Why? Simply because of the fact that they have had 
these privileges given to them under the present postal system, 
which = this bill would absolutely destroy. 
Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I call for the reading of the amend- 
ment, so that I can understand it. 
The amendment was again reported. 
Mr. LOUD. I will say, Mr. Chairman, that of course there is 
very ee in five minutes to combat the various sen- 
timental that may be made on this bill. The merits of the 
question presented in this amendment should have been considered 
before we had thus far with the measure. This amend- 
ment totally destroys the first section. The gentleman might just 
as well be honest, and move to strike out the first section entirely, 
because if you allow a paper—and that is what his amendment 
proposes to do—if you allow any second-class publication in the 
country to send as a supplement to its regular or special editicn 
one of these books, why, then, the book dealers have accomplished 
all they desire in this bill, because they will simply change the 
particular form of sending direct to their agents, or combining 
with, which is done to a great extent, and sending by or through 
an assumed legitimate publication of this country. 
Now, I simply call upon the House to vote this amendment down. 
I have not time—nor have you—in five minutes to present such 
considerations as to determine whether the merits of this bill be 
right or not. There are but two propositions in the whole meas- 
ure of import. Do you desire to continue this privilege, now en- 
; by the publishers of this country, to send unbound books 
h the mails at a cent a pound? [f you do, be honest and 
strike section 1 out of the bill. If you desire the iniquitous sam- 


ple-copy privilege continued, which is flooding this country with 
miserable trash, why, then, you should content yourself and have 
them continued. Permit me to say that in all candor to you, 





whether you favor the bill or not, if you favor the bill, then you 
must favor these two provisions without any amendment what- 
ever, or else you must Mig AL connec e bill. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. rman, I move to strike out the last 
word. It seems to me, sir, that the remarks of the chairman of 
the Post-Office Committee are exceedingly pertinent. This amend- 
ment does, in my judgment, destroy entirely the efficiency of this 
bill, for, under the cover that is furnished by the amendment, great 
abuses will still continue, and the men who are in flood- 
ing the country with objectionable mail matter will simply change 
the name or the form of their publications and goon. And right 
here, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say a word in regard to the man- 
aer in which the ee of this bill always hide themselves and 
fight their battles behind the magazines. I would be glad if the 
gentleman from Missouri would inform the House how this bill 
interferes in any way with the dissemination of the literature of 
which he has spoken. In what way will the rights or privileges 
of any of these legitimate publications to which he has referred, 
the new magazines that have sprung into existence within the last 
three or four years, be affected? Every facility that they have now 
will be retained, and the demand for the kind of literature they 
supply will be increased by the destruction of that which is sought 
to be destroyed through the operation of this bill. 

And yet, while this is true, gentlemen who oppose this measure 
ae bring up the magazines and ask us, ‘‘ Do you want to cur- 
tail the circulation of that class of literature?” ‘‘ Do you want to 
take away the cheap magazines from the people?” Certainly not, 
and the provisions of this bill do not in any way harm that kind 
of publication. Will not some gentleman point out, if he can, 
the manner in which their circulation is to be affected by the 
passage of this bill? The provisions of the bill are designed to 
correct abuses, and they willin no way injure legitimate publi- 
cations. But why should the publisher of a a have the 
right to send as second-class matter an edition of his paper to 
points hundreds of miles away, and then, in order to protect him- 
self from the dishonesty of his agents, have the right to have the 
unsold copies of that edition returned to him through the mail at 
icenta pound? The only pu of it must be to enable him to 
keep watch and guard upon his own agents to see that they do 
not take advantage of him. The papers thus returned, amounting 
in weight to millions of pounds, are of ng value to anyone, and the 
only object there can be in requiring their return is that when it 
is reported to the publisher that but 10 out of 100 papers have 
been sold, he may fave evidence of the fact by the inspection of 
the 90 copies returned through the mails, at a cost to the Govern- 
mentof 7 or 8 cents a cauand. It is such abuses as this that this 
bill strikes at, and it does not in any way affect the magazines, 
behind which these gentlemen are at all times sheltering them- 
selves while they hurl their lances at the bill. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I only desire to say now that it 
would not be difficult to answer the remarks of my esteemed friend 
from Towa, but inasmuch as I have no desire, and had none in 
offering the amendment, to continue the sending of books through 
the mails, if the effect of that amendment would be to continue 
snch sending of books as second-class matter, I shall not insist upon 
its adoption. Ofcourse I donot myself believe it would have that 
effect, or I would not have offered it. So faras the books are con- 
cerned, I think I would go with the committee in excluding them 
from the mails at secant Gets rates. My eee in offering 
ths amendment was stated in my remarks, believing that the 
amendment would operate as I personally know it has operated, 
because I have had a great deal of experience along that line. 
Still, if it is considered by the chairman of the committee that the 
adoption of that amendment. would pee pp" sectidA 1 of his bill, 
I shall not insist upon it, and, if permitted, I will withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the absence of objection, the amendment 
will be considered as withdrawn. 

Mr. SIMPKINS. Mr. Chairman, in common, probably, with 
most of the members of this House, I have received protests 
against this bill, many of them signed by editors of small news- 
papers. Ihave in my hand a letter which, it seems to me, shows 
the animus of a g many of these printed protests, and I will 
ask the Clerk to read it. 

The letter was read, as follows: 


OFFice OF THE INDEPENDENT, 
Sandwich, Mass., December 31, 1896. 
Dzar Srr: I have received the inclosed petition from a committee of New 
rox publishers, with a request that it be forwarded tomy Representative 


n 7 

I wedomanand that the bill in question is aimed at a class of publications not 
entitled to second-class rates. t there are some provisions of the bill that 
will wark injustice to legitimate newspapers. 

It oceurs to mé that the committee from whom I have heard may seis 
very ones whom the bili is aimed at. and that they are trying to “ wofk” 
other publishers to send in a flood of petitions to owever that 
may be, Iam sure that our Representatives will not suffer to pass a bill that 

ili in any way cripple or injure a legitimate newspaper. 


Very y; yours, HL. CHIPMAN. 
Mr. SIMPKINs. 


Mr. SIMPKINS. Now, Mr. Chairman, that letter seems to ba 
from an editor who did not get ed before he was 

hurt. He did not sign the protest because some in 
fren in Bow Seen oe i ee ee eee 
and I wish now to ask Sas Senien € C 


pers? : 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, in answer to that I will say that, 
this bill does not amend or change the lawin any particular so far 
as legitimate irate are concerned, either as to their quality 
or quantity or anyt mg ct that character. It does not the 
er newspapers, which I su the gentleman refers to par- 
ticularly, because they are spe excepted. That 
that oo a ea ae ina Kansas C 
ago in whic © writer in su ce: Keep 
Con, . Those fellows down there are 
to 8 cents a pound on our county-free matter.” 
tlemen read the bill? The bill specially exceptscounty-free 
enti BRODERICK. Does the gentleman know 

at paper? 

Mr. LOUD. The editor is in favor of the ownership and opera- 
tion by the Government of all means of transmission and trans-, 
portation. He believes in “ downing” the “ plutocrats” and the 
** aristocrats.” 

Mr. BRODERICK. That settles it. 

Mr. LOUD. He publishes that at the head of his 

Mr. COX. He is a freesilver man, I bet. [La 

Mr. LOUD. Let me say to this House in 
that 90 per cent of the legitimate press of 
indorsed every provision of this bill; and I believe 
per cent, if they had investigated it, would have done 
— The = — ee eral the legitimate pri ; 

y any r in the coun y. . 

Mr. McCLEARY of Minnesota. I should like to ask 
man of the committee whether this bill will t the 
college pa through the mails as second. matter 

Mr. LOUD. I will say to the geritleman that this 
the same right upon college publications that is enjoy 
other publication in America. It gives no special pri 
assume, however, that what the gentleman wants to knowis 
whether this bill will permit the business 
profit as corporations, to send their te 

g to get scholars for their cular i 
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matter, 
nstitutions, through 
the mails broadcast to others than subscribers at 1 cent a ores 
I will say no. Let me add that there is not a reputablé collegein 

or 


co 
this country, outside of those conducted for profit, that seeks 
asks for this privilege. ; ; 
Mr. TRACEY. e gentleman makes that statement rather too 
broad. I know of a reputable — or rather a normal school, 
an institution of character — 
Mr. LOUD. e gentleman is talking in his own time—not in 


Mr. TRACEY. I merely wanted to state that I knew of such 
an institution that did ask this pri es 
Mr. LOUD. I will not deny that are reputable institu- 
tions asking it. I said there were none such except those con- 
ducted for t. , 
Mr. K . Mr. Chairman, the question has been raised in 
discussion as to how the country press would be affected by the 
P e of this bill. My attention was directed to this 
the other day when I read thé editorial in the Kaneas yt 
which the attention of the committee was called a short ‘ 
by the chairman of the Committee on Post-Office and Post-Ro 
{[Mr. Loup]. It occurred to me that the editor of 
al er missed the mark; that instead of this’ 
st the interest of Se Cy er ee 
tage to it to have the bill passed. We that thi 
the country the average ae newspaper has a 
existence. Under existing tions most of these papers are 
Their circulation peo 


y does not average ove 
that 


of this circular letter, wi 
country in order to indtice pé 
tion, it is stated that the 


this paper presumably reaches 1 
this paper? "It is simply an ad 
e coun rs? © 
try Mopltaate lat 


B45 
elk 


stated, has no 
1,250,000 copies and depends 
is in fact 


if 
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2 , try newspaper, I 

in the interest of the newspaper, not it. 
Now, when we cnakeibee aie e 
gratin, whos working sighs ond man to t the 
of this bill continue to assert soe ere ne ereend 
ane eget Re peeneeea, ae they read letters to sus- 
Th oH a The time the gentleman has expired. 

e * 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask ‘imous consent that the gen- 
tleman’s time be extended for five minutes. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. KYLE. I the House. Ishall not consume the whole 


of the five minutes, if I can avoid it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I want to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to a sheet which I have received, and have not had the 
time to read carefully. It came to me through the mails to-day, 
and no doubt to all gentlemen present, and I notice this statement 
is embodied in it: 

2 Loud bill has approved in emphatic terms 
abal tion which Se Se aon oging, es The 
Tilinois State Press Association; t League; the - 
eae Foun ane phatmmen yp Py mey soll nerd pane Se the 
American Newspaper Pu ’ Association, and es 

Now, sir, I hold in my hand a 
by one of _ 
which includes fifty leading 
States, representing more than 70 per cent of 
a aekttannl Gb aan te This phrase, “ 
mate i papers,” is meant to describe those w 
business is based upon subscription lists as against fake and sam- 


the present law, and which are even more than 
they are to 

Now, in the face of this, how is it possible for n to say 
that the of this country are passage of 


this bill, and be candid? If they are opposed to its passage, 
do not indicate that fact by their utterances. Thee de ot ina 
te it, either, by the tions which they 
your attention to another thing. 
In reference to this paper Comfort, I never saw but one of 
it in oe but I want to call your tier 

it as a “sample copy.” 
wap encape Pea gy eee 
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with the stroke of his can take thus violating the 
Ser an nademcerne enters Seip eae 
tiene eins ee pending bill 

Poses will stop 2 violation of the law. rs 
Now, I to answer the question propounded by the gentle- 


man from Massachusetts . Sorcpers], which I do not think 


was answered by the gen from ornia [Mr. Loup], and 
ae who have the bill to take it up while I point 


exactly all the new legislation, not as to periodical 
books or sample copies, which the bill contains. I wish to be 
clearly understood in this statement. We have got here two 
~— propositions embodied in this bill, to throw out books and 
throw out sample copies. Now, setting them aside entirely, I 
want to point out the new legislation that is contained in the bill. 
On page 2 of the bill, lines 13 and 14, you find the words: 
aa wees aa premiums or supplements, or parts of reg- 
That is to say, any book or ne of a book, or part of a book 
or reprint of part of a book, which is issued by a newspaper—and 
your local county newspapers issue them all the time, every 
*week—is cut out of the mails. Your local papers can no longer 
issue any book, whether it is a reprint or an original, in connec- 
tion with their r ar issues. 
A MEMBER. y should not that be? 
Mr. QUIGG. Because it is one of the best things they print, 
worth more than all the rest. 
Now, the next new legislation is contained in lines 9, 10, 11, and 
12, om page 2, section 2: 
Provided, nevertheless, That news agents shall not be allowed to return to 


news its or publishers at the pound rate unsold periodical publications, 
but alee postage on the same at the rate of 1 cent for 4 ounces. 


That is the third-class rate. 
Every and ev 


Now, that is new legislation. 
newspaper 
wanted to know how this bi 


monthly magazine—the gentleman 
was going to hit the monthly maga- 
zines, and I am telling him—every monthly magazine always has 
some one speciall ive feature on which it expects to sell 
that issue. Before the day of publication it sends out to every 
news dealer over the United States—and there are hundreds of 
thousands of them—information about this article. They say to 
the news dealer: ‘* Unless you give orders to the contrary, we will 
increase your regular colar for this number,” 5, 10, 15, or 20, or 
as many copies as they think the dealer can stand. Under 
the law he can return the unsold copies at the pound rate. 
Now, suppose he sells 2 ont of his 5, 7 out of his 10, 12 out of his 
20,and soon. That means to that thagazine a circulation of from 
10,000 to 25,000 copies that it would not otherwise have. The 
news dealer can now return the rest at the pound rate. So that, 
if you pass this law, you, will hit every news dealer in the United 
States, and I have just filed a petition from about 10,000 of them. 
You will snare unday news paper which makes this appeal to 
news dealers, ou will hit every magazine that is published. 

Mr. MOODY. ill the gentleman permit a simple question 
for information? 

Mr. QUIGG. I should rather not, because I have only five 
minutes, and I want to t out the new legislation in this bill, 

The CHAIRMAN. e gentleman declines to yield. The gen- 
tleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. ae I should like to have five minutes more. 

Mr. MOODY. Will the gentleman answer my question? 

Mr. QUIGG. I will after I have pointed out the new legisla- 
tion in the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks that his time be ex- 
tended five minutes. Is there objection? 

Mr. MAHANY. I reserve the right to object. If he will 
answer the question of the gentleman from Massachusetts { Mr. 
pen) I shall not object. 

The ; there objection? 
Mr. MAHANY, I object. 

Mr. LOUD. I hope the gentleman will have the time he 


Mr. MOODY. Iask the gentleman not to object on my account. 

Mr. MAHANY. I withdraw my objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman withdraws his objection, 
Is there further objection? ; 

There was no objection. 

Mr. QUIGG. Now, on page 3, section 7, there is an unimpor- 
tant to the law, in the words: 

Which shall be shown by the publication itself. 

That relates to its home office of publication, and is an excellent 
amendment. 

On 8, lines 15 and 16, appears what is to my mind the most 
absurd thing contained in the bill. These words are new legisla- 

on: 
Who voluntarily orders and pays for the same. 

That is to say, added to the four statutory characteristics of a 
periodical m in order that it may get into the mails—and 
this, you wittatentend, applies to county newspapers, city news- 
papers, daily, weekly, and monthly—it must establish to the sat- 
1 on of the Postmaster-General that ite subscription list is a 
voluntary one, that its subscribers haye not been asked to sub- 


ie, that they have done it of their ewn volition, and unless the 
is satisfied that the publisher bas not asked 
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anyone to subscribe for his paper, but that the man has subscribed 
of his own volition, he can strike anything out of the mails that 
is printed. This is the kind of a bill you are asked to vote for. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 
, Mr. QUIGG. I want to goon and complete the statement of 
this new legislation. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman declines to yield. 

Mr. QUIGG. Now, the next new legislation is in lines 18 and 
19, which adds the words: 

Or any particular issue of any publication. 


I do not see any particular fault with that. 

Now, lines 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25 make statute of a post-office regu- 
lation. Those lines are: 

And provided, That all extra numbers of second-class publications sent by 
the publishers thereof, acting as the nt of an advertiser or purchaser, to 
addresses furnished by the latter, s be =e to pay postage at the rate 
of 1 cent for every 4 ounces or fraction thereof. 

That is a post-office regulation now, and I think a very good 
one. This makes statute law of that section 5, which is an amend- 
ment to the bill, and the same a true as to the four lines on 
the last page, which is now a post-office regulation, which this bill 
maakes statute law. Now, section 5 is new legislation, and pro- 
vides in effect that every newspaper in the country that does a 
large business, although it does not say how large here, shall main- 
tain within its own office a post-office, and shall separate all its 
matter, and shall do the work of post-office clerks before handing 
the mail into the office. Well, a great many of the great news- 
papers do that anyhow. All newspapers that have a very large 
circulation do that anyhow; but all the smaller newspapers of the 
country—the newspapers that circulate in the cities with a very 
staall circulation—that is comparatively small—but send their 
publications out of the county, have to maintain a post-office in 
their office and separate all their matter. It means an addition of 
one or two clerks in every small newspaper office. Now, that is 
new legislation which this bill contains in addition to the sample- 
copy matter and the book matter. Now, if the gentleman from 
Massachusetts will ask me the question I will answer him. 

Mr. MOODY. The question I desire to ask the gentleman from 
New York relates to the return privilege of unsol riodicals. I 
should like to ask the gentleman if the return privilege of unsold 
periodicals is not now confined to the news agents returning to 
their own agents? 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes; it is. 

; se MOODY. And the news agents can not return to the pub- 
isher? 

Mr. QUIGG. Not directly. 

Mr. MOODY. Now, is not the practical effect of the continua- 
tion of that law to encourage the already great monopoly of the 
American News Company—— 

Mr. QUIGG. No. 

Mr. MOODY (continuing). By compelling the small news 
dealer to deal with the American News Company, and thereby 
gain the privilege of returning? 

; IGG. Oh, no; it is not a monopoly. 

Mr, QUIGG. i aes ios part of the newspaper b I 
Mr, ‘ there is any of the ne per business 
know, it is the part of the publisher. The American News Com- 

pany is nota pea or anything of the kind. 

Mr. MOODY. The gentleman knows. I ny seg it was. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New York has 
laid great stress on this return-copy privilege, in that it will 
circumscribe the circulation of great magazines. I have a letter 
in my possession, which I have not time to read, from a gentleman, 
Cyrus Curtis, proprietor of the Ladies’ Home Journal, a man who 
has been in the publishing business for many years, and he says 
at the end of this letter: “‘ I believe there are more unbusinesslike 
business men in the publishing business than any other business 
in the country.” Now, then, this return privilege is simply used 
by these gentlemen to protect themselves against their agents, and 
that is all. If they wanted to exercise good uibnaee Telanet, 
instead of lumbering the mails and sending back a lot of useless 
paper, they would have a page in their ines or a portion of 
their —_ that their agent, who should be a reputable man, 
should return to them, and they should accept that as evidence 
that he has not sold that copy, and the continuance of the present 
provision is simply to permit the United States Government to 
protect an agent against his agent. 

Now, there is one other provision that the gentleman has laid 
great stress upon. That is that portion of the bill on page 3 that 
the gentleman takes exception to. I want to call his attention 
to it. 

Mr. QUIGG. Lines 15 and 16. 

Mr. LOUD. The definition of a subscriber— 

And must have a legitimate list of subscribers who voluntarily order and 
pey for the same. 


Now, then, let me read from the present law, and I will show 


| the other side. They have a motive in 


you it is a mere jageling with words which has been 

and consummated from the very until the present 

The present law—it is a regulation, but gentleman will say 
that is not a statute, but it is just as binding as a statute law, 
and gives the Postmaster-General now control of the 
regulations, and he defines a subscriber. I hope the House will 
pay attention. 


SECTION 281. Postmasters must require satisfactory evidence that publica- 
toner ie oe eo eee en 
payment of the subscription price has been made or to be made. 

- Let the gentleman go to Webster and find out what “sub- 
scriber” is. It is a mere juggling with words—— 

Mr. A na You require him araey in advance. 

Mr. LOUD. I do not require him to pay in advance, and 
mit me to say emphatically it is a jugg with words. tis 
simply in this bill in a little better gramma form than that, 
I am perfectly willing, Mr. , to accept the present 
as one means the same as the other. 

Why, if the tleman will go to Webster and 
tion of ‘‘ subscriber,” which he well knows, he would not 
to delay the i of this House 
with the word “su ber.” Iaskany 
the t law and compare it with the 
what a “subscriber” is—a man who agrees 
to oe cents, $1, or $1.50, $2, or $2.50 a year, 
pe le in advance, and the subscriber subscribes to that 

mes one. 


Why, gentlemen, let me say to you nn 
ling with weeks and has nothing whatever to do wi 


J 
merits of this bill. 
Mr. . Mr. Chairman, if the words in lines 15 
16 mean an in the world, 
newspapers be volun 
pay for their papers. Now, I 
the gen 


: 
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what has been said 


in making his decisions he will almost invariably rely upon the 
information which he shall receive from local There 
is hardly any other channel —— which he can get the informa- 
tion, and certainly that would be the most convenient 

one upon which he would be most likely to depend. 

inanalaen, puts it in the power of a local postmaster 

have a grudge or a grievance you or some whim 

to you to rule your paper out of the mails if he shall see fit 

SO. . ino as one of the most unfortunate 

bill. I think it clothes the Postmaster-General 


eloquent, says that we who o 

the periodicals. I wonder what the gentleman and his friends on 
the other side hide themselves behind? They select from all the 
books that are transmitted through the mailsas second-class mat- 
tera few with picturesque titles and, I nares, with contents which 
none of on will approve, and they ask this House tostrikeout of the 
cou et et eee connie ithe. aes 
way ply on accoun w , sir, 
books to which these gentlemen have called attention are but a 
very small p on of the whole. They are not even character- 
istic of the n body of the literature that circulates through the 


=a as second-class matter. If ~~ objectionable, and 
agree that ae why has not the ttee on the Post- 
Office and Post- as nace Greedy ee ea 
to exclude them entirelyfrom the mails? That has had 
the subject under consideration, and it has the power to = ol 
such a measure, but this Loud bill does not exclude one of ‘ 
reprehensible publications from the mails 


acopy of 
Bible. 


tares in the wheat, these gentlemen want to set fire to the field 
and burn down all the wheat. 

Our friends on the other side have attempted to show also that 
there ee in: this country who favor this bill. 
But who are they? The Harpers and some other blishers. 
Ah ; , those great publishers know y are not 
to be injured by the passage of this bill, If they believed they 
were to be injured as others are to be, you find them on 
the position which 
they do take with regard to this . are not 
to be injured, they see that this if it shall become law, will 
ruin certain others who are now competitors. 

I wonder whether the Harpers dc not want to drive out of 
existence the Youth’s Companion and McClure’s and Munsey’s 
magazines? In these matters publishers are as selfish as men are 
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Mr. HEPBURN. I was about to ask my friend from Maine in 


what way would the of this bill enable rival publishers 
like the Harpers to get of McClure’s or of the Youth’s Com- 
panion. N ther one of these publications will, I undertake to 
say, be affected by the of this bill, and, so far as I know, 
neither one of those pu has sought the aid of the gentle- 


man from Maine or of any other gentleman to oppose the passage 


is measure. 
— would have done so if 


= sh Frien from Iowa. (Leaghter. 
Chairman, while I am talking to 


as my 

Mr. HEPB . Now, Mr. ; 
the gentleman from Maine, I want to refer to an enterprise in his 
own town, the publication known as 

Mr. M . That isnot in my town. — 

Mr. HEPBURN. the gentleman to say it was. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. tleman derstood me. 

Mr. HEPBURN. The gentleman said that the city of Augusta 
had sent more brains to and to the other House of Congress 
than any other city of 10,000 inhabitants inthiscountry. I know 
the gentleman’s accuracy and truthfulness, but I knew also that 
that statement could not be true unless he was a resident of tha’ 
city. Genes: . 

Mr. MIL . The gentleman from lowa is a compli- 
mentary, but I spoke of A , and I do not live wit 40 miles 
of that city, and ore I did not refer to myself, but I have no 
doubt the gentleman would have done so for me if he had been 
Se h. a ae 

Mr. HEPB . I would. Now, Mr. Chairman, the gentle- 
man — ea [Mr. > mony a some 
serious blunders in ent he so yesterday, 
to the effect that bo peruaating these paliticns ons to go through 
the mails at the 1 cent a pound rate the Government received 
full compensation through the swelling of the other classes of mail 
matter incidental to such publications. To quote the gentleman 
accurately, he said, speaking of a publisher in Augusta, Me.: 

nm 
it broadcast’ He pays #000 to the Goverame nent for the seuupe with which 
he conducts his with patrons. pays $2,000 morea 
month for third and fourth class 

By the way, I am admonished by one of the circulars of this 
concern this class of business is done, not in Boston, but in 
Augusta, for I read: 

Send bills and remittances to the home office, Augusta, Me. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, that statement was intended to mean that 
$10,000 a month, or $120,000 a year, was paid by this concern to 
the revenues of the United States. 

. QUIGG. Yes; and I have no doubt of it. 

Mr. BURN. Yet there are other concerns in that city— 

Enis; and yet the total postal receipts of the olty of Auguste for 
; and ye 0 ugusta for 
the last fiscal were but $89,000, 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman did not understand me, Will he 
let me interrupt him a moment? 

Mr. MILLIKEN, me say—— 

Mr. HEPBURN. I will not yield to the gentlemen now. 


Mr. QUIGG. The tleman does not un — 

Mr. PBURN. think I understand what the tlemen 
= I think I anderstood what the House from the 
eclarations they made. I am satisfied that there was an error. 

Mr. . Ican explain the matter to the gentleman, 
if he will allow me a word, 
Mr. HEPBURN. But, Mr 


’ let us admit for the sake 

of argument that $2,000 monthly is paid. What does 
It means that 200,000 pounds of that class of mail matter is sent 
out of that city each month. That means 100 tons each month. 
That means, when postal cars are loaded, 10 cars each month. 

These gentlemen say that their circulation extends all over the 
United States. From San Francisco to Augusta is 3,500 miles. 
Let us take the mean and assume that that is the a 
traversed by this matter—1,759 miles. 

te they have car service for 1,750 miles for $200. Is that right? 

any one of you gentlemen seek a like car service—not in a postal 


car, but in the commonest freight car—you must pay largely in 
excess of this. 


Here the hammer fell. } 
- MOODY. Mr. Chairman, a few moments ago 
question of the gentleman from New York, and I received a rep! 
ora — Tyna ? the publication of newspapers, deb 
e time being 
from New York. Since I took m 
me to some mem 


and signed by a gentleman whose authority I know the gentle- 
‘man from New Gr diliisegaien as onperlor oven $0 tks Gums 





the business manager of one of the largest ion newspapers 
in the city of New York—a paper which on the whole, I believe, is 
opposed to this bill. This letter contains the following language, 
which I commend to the attention of the House, because I con- 
ceive that when the section referred to, relating to the return 
privilege, is reached, an attempt will be made to strike it out: 


How it e came about that the postal laws gavo news dealers the right to 
copies to their news companies, but not to the publishers of 
the Inever knew. But the effect of the regulation is to throw the 


‘hich, —. Co into a Sande, 4 O owerful news com- 
. , Cove oO s aS. i 
Poe cat ts toes heen ee cong whole United States. This is not 

Now, I submit that the thought which was behind my question, 
and which was contradicted by the gentleman from New York, is 
true; that if we retain the return privilege in its present form, we 
are contributing to the overflowing coffers of the American News 
Company. I trust, therefore, that if the provision in section 3 
sais to the return privilege is stricken out of this bill, it will 
be accompanied by an amendment which will extend the present 
privilege of return, so that returns may be made at the cheaper 
rate, not only to news agents, but to publishers of newspapers 
and magazines. 

While I am on the floor, allow me to say one or two words more, 
and then Iam done. I received, as my colleague [Mr. ol 
and many other members of the House have received, a printe 
protest from many of the oe in my own district—a protest 
which at first I felt bound to heed. ut having followed this 
debate from the nning, I now believe that the country news- 
papers are being made cats’-paws in this matter to take out of the 

the chestnuts of these great publication companies, extending 
from Augusta City to New York. I believe that the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. KYL] struck the true note in his argument 
a short time ago when he told us that the real interest of the coun- 
try newspapers was to strike down such competition as reaches 
them from the city of Augusta—a competition which cuts down 
their advertising income and their circulation. I propose, in spite 
of the protest that I have received, believing that I am voting for 
the true interest of the country newspapers, te vote for this bill. 


(Agpionse. 
. BRO ELL, Mr. Chairman, in my remarks yesterday 
upon this bill I referred to an affidavit that had been filed with 
the Post-Office Department. I could not at the time find that 
affidavit, and it was omitted from my remarks as published. I 
have since found it attached to the publication referred to and I 
propose to read it. This is a copy handed to me by the Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General, the original being on file in his 
office: 
New Yor«, December 30, 1896. 
To the ASSISTANT POSTMASTER, 
New York City. 
DEAR Ste: Since my short interview with you on the 28th, I have decidei 
mer re ts vee deal nding — ag gos niet a nid 
8 r ol © presen ear purchase Yheerfu 
Moments from tho Caserthl Moments Ba - : : 
existing under the laws of the State of New York. 
Immediately thereafter, by an understandin revious to my purchas- 


had 
= paper, I transferred one-third interest to H i. Hull, and one-third 
interest Baile 


blishing Company, a corporation 


to — . This latter one-third interest was in fact the prop- 

erty of oss > Balle q | to deceive the Post-Office Department he had 

his interes’ e to rother, whose initials I have forgotten, and who 

in New =n ut at all times Charles E. Bailey owned the third 

terest, w was the name of his brother, a fact which can be sub- 

stantiated by more than a dozen business firms, and also by placing H. H. 
Hull on his oa 


Under our management the first issue of the paper was mailed in May, 
1806. To us was turned over subscription books containing about 70,(00 
names, but Oy the advice of Mr. ©. EB. ey, and by bis orders, only those 
who were paid in advance were continued as subscribers. 

7 din advance and to whom the paper 


000 ane ce the who were 
was sent, ra: g dropped but not erased from the books. lady 
by f udge, yet in the employ of Cheerful Moments, copied 
names from the subscription books for May. Afterwards Miss Judge and 
a Miss Cleaver copied names from subscription books, sending only to those 
who were paid in advance, but never erasing any names, but keeping the 
as they were with 70,000 names to submit to post-office inspectors if 

led upon to do so, 

m. 100,000 to 105,000 copies of the paper were mailed in aingle wre 
each ——-. as will be seen by the sworn statement of ©. E. Bailey and H. H. 
Hull. ing in the letter business (buying and renting letters), the names to 


the paper were taken from these letters. Each month 68,000 were 
ed apparently to subscribers and 32,000 copies were marked “sample 


the start under our management the paper was run in the interest of 


There were about 


the Cooperative paveane Company, a “fake” concern owned by CO. E. 
Bailey. this I protested, but Mr. Hull siding with Mr. Bailey, I could not 
forse my objections, and every issue of the paper was largely devoted to Mr. 
y's cooperative advert: scheme, as will be seen if the files of the 

are consulted from May, 1396, to December, 1896. 
the fact Ca 6 paper was run in Bailey’s interest, I sold my interest 
in July to H. H. Hull, but continued with the paper up to about December 8, 


About ate ween ago OC. Bj. Bailey claimed to have soid hig interest in the 
to r. Willis, and the management was turned over to Mr. Willis. 
However, Mr. Baile Mr. Hull continued to receive all money and pay all 
the er of Bailey's interest is doubted by all conyersant with 

~~ it was in July that acontract was made with the Erie Medical Com- 
’ . Y., by which the Erie Medical Company purchased a half 

in eration of said half page they were to have the exclusive 

ere ents of their class, “* spaerel Gebility.” At once all adver~ 

of nature was taken out of the paper and the half page for the 





nddressed Ww rs and the of prospective | from the mails the 
patrons. Por this half- a a Erie | class matter—to w 
Medical Company ee per . The facts as ean be Mr i 
cutetentiy ¥ by Mr. Courtney, manager of the Erie Medical Company, of 

uffaio, N. xX. 

There are now only about 4,000 names on the snbscription books who are 
eutecriuen, sed to whom the paper has been sent since under the present 
mar ement. 

Should this statement be denied in any particular, I trust you will give me 
the opportunity to meet these gentlemen, with the representative of the 
Department. 

Very truly. yours, 


Sworn te before me this 0th day of December, 1896. 


Brie Medical Company inserted. In addition to this space, the Erie Medical | deficit which exists in the Department, and at the same 
ee ee tee ee hod by the cana Renaiies Post Office Department toall clases of out peopl, by tring owt 
% plain, 


ae 
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R. E. HICKS. 


pa 


E. 8. POST, 
Notary Public, New York County. 


Mr. HALL. Mr. Chairman, as a member of the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when this question was before our 
committee I did not see how there could be any opposition on the 
floor to this bill; and some of us not so well informed as the Post- 
master-General and the chairman of our committee thought it 
would he much better for us to take even more advanced steps in 
the Girection in which this bill goes. When we had piled up be- 
fore us periodicals like this which I hold in a See which I 
would not insult the ears of my colleagues on committee by 
reading aloud, so indecent are they—when I found that matter 
such as this is registered as second-class mail matter and passes 
through the mails as a fraud—a shame to the circulating libraries 
of this country—I did not conceive how any man could gt up on 
the floer of this House and oppose a measure of this kin 

But gentlemen come here opposing this measure indorsed, as 
they say, by the great newspapers of the country—the country 
newspapers, the agricultural papers, ete. Are not the newspapers 
themselves the best guardians of the newspapers and their inter- 
ests? They have spoken with almost a unanimous voice—90 per 
cent of them at least—in favor of this measure. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I challenge the gentleman’s statement. 
They have not; and I defy him to ve it, 

Mr. HALL, I have taken the ent of the chairman of the 
Comittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads with regard to the 90 
per cent. I believe it to be absolutely correct. I will take that 
statement and the investigations on which it is based as being 
accurate—— Z 

Mr, CUMMINGS (interrupting). You have182newspapers out 
of 1,865 daily newspapers prin in the United States. That 
is sags Ay oad you have. 

Mr. HALL. I repeat, I have simply used the statement printed 
in the published report of the committee, and by the 
distinguished chairman of the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. Iam perfectly willing to rest the case on that state- 
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issue. The t-Office Department, through its Postmasters- 
eet. ee ee in that 
it has become a regulati ne as law Department. 
Will you continue it? Will you continue to run the Governmen 
$8,000,000 behind every year in the transportation of this class 
mail matter? Will you allow this class of mail matter to go 
through the mails at the same low rate it has heretofore enjoyed— 
matter that you would not allow to come into your house, and 
a senate kick a man out of your house if he attempted to bring 
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Now, sir, a number of ons have been made to the Post- |) 
Office Department in to exten the 
extending them to the people of the United 
districts. A movement has been made, and proved effective, 
os viding rural free deliv throughout the 
whole country. It been said that we could try it, but that 
the bar is forever closed against such privileges to the rural com- | that 
munities as |} as there is a deficit of $8,000,000 a year in the 
revenues of the t, caused by these nefarious and infa- 
— publications being allowed to go through the mails at this 
ow rate. 

ee Soo an anon pest Se 
benefits of the service which they require? Will we the 
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,000. That is to say, sta to that 
office, though not t at the office. 
pe sce ee te ge , ee eee 
or something he sent out, w those stamps on 
letters they are not accounted to the office 


Now, Mr, Chairman, I look u this bill 
framed for the purpose, but w ha 

of smashing certain great industries in this country, at a 
when we can little afford to have it done. It will not only injure 
ee ee it will injure the paper manufac- 
turers, the pulp , the lumber interests, and the railroads. It 
will relegate many workingmen to idleness when we already have 


penny to this Government. As I have said before to-day, I believe 
that the loss in the postal revenues if this bill shall become a law 
will be more than equal to any reduction in expenses on second- 
class mail matter. 

Therefore, Mr. 


Why, in the name of Heaven, if are nefarious and infamous, 
Commi on ce and Post-Roads report to 
this House a bill to exclude them from the mails? His committee 
has not done that. ee es ee oes 
defeat this so as to do immense 
Then, if there be abuses, let the prepert otill which shell 
cure them without timate 
—— great investments made under and encouraged by the 
presen m 
Mr TERRY = nia caetes I desire to be advised 
as to the present pr pores boan ra I bill 
was being seed by sections in order that amendments be 
The . The Chair would state that the first section 
has been read and one am This debate has been 


endment adopted. 
ee t eentenent © shtin on heminanet. 
Mr. Y. There is no amendment pending, then? 
The CHAIRMAN. eS ee 
Mr. TERRY. I hope we will have the of the bill 


Mr.MOODY. Mr. Chairman, a parliamen 
it not be possible for the debate Steen aneac 


Would 
so that 
be offered to the second clause? 


ae Soe 


MAN. A motion might be made to close debate. 
Mr. Chairman, I believe I have been recog- 


The CHAIR 

Mr. CUMMINGS. 
The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from New York. 

Mr. CUMMINGS, Every word that I said yesterday, Mr. Chair- 


man, concerning the effect of the passage of this bill apon the 
7 newspaper is true. That paper will be injured in more 


ways one; and if any gentleman desires to know how, he can 
read the remarks I made yesterday and ascertain. [Laughter. | 

I wish now to address myself to another feature of the bil’. I 
received this telegram ten minutes ago: 


New York, January 6. 


See + Bes oo the bill tah ee 

sae now before the House 
of ar known as the Loud bill, ting the rates of ‘posiaae 
on ted matter, as injurious to the printing-paper manufacturers, 


This convention, Mr. Chairman, is now being held in New York 
City. Who are the members of this Stationers’ Board of Trade? 
Let me read the names of some of the board of directors: Charles 
Watson Allen, of Little, Brown & Co.; Charles A. Appleton, of 
D. Appleton & Co.; James O. Aikin, of Aikin, Lambert & Oo.; 

F.. Chichester, of the Century Company, and Charles T. 
, of Charles T. Dillingham & Co. 

Now let me read the names of some of the members. There 
are among them the best known OO scawesgre si in the Union to-day. 
Here are some of the members: Henry Altemus, of Philadelphia; 
the American Book Company; American News Company; D. 
Appleton & Co., of New York; Bingham Bros. Company, of New 
York; Robert Bonner’s Sons, of New York; Brentano's, New York; 
the Cassell Pu ne of New York; Caw’s Pen and Ink 
ey of New York; the Century Company, of New York; 
Henry Se ae ee Columbian Paper Company, 
of Buenavista, Va.; Thomas Y. Crowell & Co., of New York; 
Theo. L. DeVinne & Co., New aunt heat De Jonge & Co., New 


York; O.T. Dillingham & Co., New York; G. W. Dillingham and 
Dodd, Mead & Co., New York: E. P, Duiton & Co., New York; 
the le Pencil Company, New York; Eberhard Faber, New 


York; , Adler & Schwartz, New York; Funk & Wagnalls 
og , New York; Henry Holt & Co., New York; Houghton, 
nm & Oo., Cambridge, 3 B. Hurd & Co., New 
York: Charles Eneu Johnson & Co., New York; Ketterline’s 
Printing House, Philadelphia; Koch Sons & Co., New York; Lea 
Brothers & Co., Philadelphia; Lee & Shepard, Boston, Mass.; 
J.B.L Company, Philadelphia; Longmans, Green & Co., 
New York; the F. M. Lupton Publishing Company, New York; 
MacMillan & Co.. New York; the Matthews-Northrup Company, 
Buffalo, N. Y.: David McKay, Philadelphia; the Merriam Com- 
pany, New York; the Miller Brothers Cutlery Company, Meriden, 
.; the Mount Holly Pa Company, Mount Holly Springs, 
Pa.; National Wall Paper Company, New York; Thomas Nelson 
& Sons, New York; Ny Printing Company, New York; Per- 
kins, Goodwin & Co., New York; . A. Prior & Co., Baltimore, 
Md.; Publishers’ veer: New York; G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New 
York; A. D. F. Randolph & Co., New York; George Routledge & 
Sons, Limited, New York; B..H. Russell & Son, New York; 
Scribner’s Sons, New York; Daniel Slote & Co., New 
York; A. G. — & Bros., New York; the Spencerian 
Pen See ew York; E. Steiger & Co., New York; the 
Tower Manufacturing and Novelty Company, New York; Tuck, 
& Sons —-, Limited, New York; D. Van Nostrand 
, New York; Ward & Drummon, New York; Warne, 
& Co., New York; Thomas Whittaker, New York; 
John Wiley & Sons, New York; Wilmore-Andrews Publishing 
Company, New York; the ©. B. Woodworth Sons Company, 
Rochester, N. Y.; E. & J. B. Young & Co., New York. 
. Chairman 


Now, Mr , here are the names of other members of 
this board of and I commend them to the especial attention of 
my friend from husetts [Mr. Moopy], as they all are resi- 


dents and manufacturers of his State: Agawam Paper Company, 

Mass.; Albion iy od Company, Holyoke, Mass.; 
Allyn & , Boston, ee pe a Dae Mass.; Birnie 
Paper Company, Springfield, Mass.; L. L. Brown Paper Com- 
aehen Main: Cam rt Diary Company, Cambridge- 
Mass.; the Carter’s 


mpany, Boston, Mass.; Crane 
Westfield, Mass.; Z. & W . Crane, Dalton, Mass.; 


Crocker conaneenting Company, Holyoke, Mass.; Estes & Lau- 
a Boston, Mass.; airfield Paper Company, Fairfield, Mass.; 


Heath & Co., Boston, Mass.; Holyoke Paper Company, Hol- 
, Mass. ; Hurlbut oe Manufacturing Company, South Lee, 
; Little, Brown & Co., , Mass.: Logan, Swift & Brig- 
Envelope Company, Worcester, Mass.; the Lothrop Pub- 
Ae ene, Boston, ; Massasoit Paper Manufacturing 
fold Meee , Mass.; G. & O. Merriam Company, Spring- 
Mass.; National Blank Book Company, Holyoke, Mass.; Old 
Mills Company, Dalton, Mass.; the Horace Partridge 
, Boston, Mass.; the Pierce & Bushnell Manufacturing 
Company, New Bedford, Mass.; the Prang Education Company; 


i 
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Boston, Mass.; L. Prang & Co., Roxbury, Mass.; Robert Bros, | Mr. Chairman, I led the fight against the Loud bill in the Com- 
Boston, Mass.; Southworth Company, Mittineague, Mass.; the | mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads (of which I am a mem- 


> Mi 
Taber Art Company, New Bedford, Vioahs Valley Paper Com- 
any, Holyoke, Mass.; Samuel Ward Company, Boston, Mass.; 
Weston Byron Company, Dalton, Mass.; ting Paper Company, 
Holyoke, Mass.; the George C. Whitney Company, Worcester, 
Mass., and Worthy Paper Company, Mittineague, Mass. 

Mr. MOODY. None of them in my district. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CUMMINGS. None of them in your district! Have you 
no State pride? Has the State pride of Massachusetts left your 
breast entirely? Most wond anomaly! The manufacturers 
of Massachusetts are compelled to telegraph to a Democratic 
Representative from New York City to —— their interests 
on this floor in antagonism to an attack from their own Repre- 
sentatives! [Great laughter and applause. ] 

No, sir; this thing not only strikes at the country newspapers 
of this Union, but it strikes at every book publishing company here 
as well. This House ought to look to it. While you are feeding 
country “‘ killies” to great ne sharks, you ought at least to 
have some regard for the great publishing interests which are inti- 
mately allied to the interests of States which you represent. ; 
Chairman, as a New York Democrat, I am proud to be called upon 
by these gentlemen from Boston and from other cities in intel- 
lectual Massachusetts to protest against the work of one of their 
Representatives herein Congress. [Laughter.] Idosowith great 

leasure, indeed, and thank them for giving me the opportunity. 

Renewed laughter and applause. } 

[Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. MOODY. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York is rec- 


ognized, 

Mr. MAHANY. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New 
York who has just taken his seat laid t stress in his speech 
of yesterday upon the fact that his contention was supported b 
the influence of the New York Tribune and the New York Herald. 
Over against that ar ent I set the New York Commercial 
Advertiser, the New York Evening Post, the New York Journal, 
the New York Mail and ress, the New York Press, of which 
the leader on the other side of this debate - QUIGG] was late the 
editor, the New York Sun, and the New York Times. The gen- 
tleman from New York in his speech of rday also said that 
the agricultural papers were opposed to the Loud bill, but I find 
that the Agricultural Press League, composed of a vast number 
of the more important icultural papers in the country, has 
‘heartily approved and indorsed it. 

Mr, CUMMIN GS. I beg your pardon. The gentleman does 
not wish to misrepresent me? 

Mr. MAHANY. I certainly do not. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I quoted an agricultural paper that pro- 
tested — the bill, I quoted no others. 

Mr. MAHANY. Well, even so, this is the Agricultural Press 
\League advocating the bill as against the only agricultural paper 
which you instanced in opposition. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. They have not had time to put in their pro- 
tests. They will inundate you with protestsif you give them time. 

Mr. MA Y. Your “ boiler-plate” literary bureau seems to 
have syndicated the ‘‘ protest” business. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. They had two weeks’ time at 
Christmas. 

Mr. MAHANY. Yes; as my friend suggests, or had two 
weeks at Christmas, with full knowledge t+ this bill was to 
come up after the recess. 

1 hold in my hand a letter addressed to another member of this 
‘Honse, the chai of the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads, from the head of the great publishing house which 
issues the Ladies’ Home Journal, concededly a paper having one 
of the largest circulations mie dn by any publication in the 
world. The writer, addressing the chairman of the committee, 
says: 


_ 


PHILADELPHIA, March 10, 1896. 


My DEAR Sir: The inclosed circulars, i. e., in opposition to the Loud bill, 
came to me by mail to-day, and as they concern your bill, permit me to say 
that this committee of New York palibers whose names are appended to 
the ciroular I never before heard of, although I have been in the publishing 
‘business for many years. I am familiar with the New York publishing 
world, ané as these names are st: rs tome, I can not but feel that they 
‘are not important factors in the ye business. 

I wish to write to you that I believe it to be the honest opinion of most 
reputable pu rs that your bill will be a benefit to the trade. It will 
‘increass my expenses somewhat on returns from news agents, but will 
result in their being more careful in ordering supplies for actual needs instead 


of hapaazard. 
I Gallere it will bea thing to exclude sample copies from the mails at 
present pound rates, for the reason that the reception of sample copies is 
nerally considered a nuisance. And. furthermore, I am of the o on that 
ere is @ great deal of fraud in this sample-copy business tow: advertis- 
ers. circulations are claimed on the of number of copies printed 
and sent out at this cheap rate, and, as a rule, a newspaper or periodical that 
zas not heen ordered or paid for carries littio w t with the recipient, and 
therefore has but little influence and little value to reputable advertisers. 


Yours, truly, UB a 


ber), and I desire to say now that after a very careful investigation 
and consideration of all the various facts and argu- 
ments presented I came to the conclusion that on a last analysis 
there was absolutely no argumént this bill, and y 
none in favor of mulcting the United States Government from 
eighteen to twenty millions of dollars annually for the benefit of a 
few — and monopolistic corporations engaged in the publish- 
usiness. 

r. MOODY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to occupy the attention 

: = committee for only a few a My friend from eat 
or . CUMMINGS] a moment ago gave me a prominence 
this dando which Ido not deserve. Until this morning I had 
not apd ge mind which way I should in the committee 
upon this I had the pleasure (and it is 
a profit) of ating the SS 
morning, because I was detained from 
made yes but I confess I did not 
amusement. ughter.] The 
speech was that the gen 
say to the bicyclists of this country, 
district, that he would vote for in every 
Union if the Federal Government had the power to 
he knew it had not. Cones 
Now, sir, because 1 saw fit to reply to a 

York somewhat facetiously, and perhaps a out of 
saying that none of the persons whose read 
my district, the gentleman opened the vials of his 
pou ae ae upon my devoted head and accused me 
ie Cldiedins Shen os ave some 
Mr , [have some State pride. I 


represent the State of Massachusetts as well 
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© present 
reason, in spite of the interests that ma; 
Massachusetts, in spite of the interests 


it even in my own ct, bel 

ra see I propose to vote 
plause. 

ie. BL 


Mr. Chairman, it is conceded 
abuses exist that this bill is intended to correct. 
least by a large portion of this body, that the 
to second-class matter which is now existing 
a deficit. The meritorious features of 
by some on the ground that other abuses 
not seek to correct. If that tis to prevail, then no 
can ever beenacted. Every that is made at reform is 

effort. If that contention is to succeed, then every bill 
is introduced to correct any abuse can be defeated 
und. Great stress has been laid upon the 
iil interferes with the country 
A careful examination of the measure will 
true. It is an extremely suspicious circumstance, 
titions which come here from the 
this bill seem to be printed upon the same 
tinted precisely alike in all cases, and 
havin bemnpenmared * 
ing this measure. Who ——— 
turers of paper. Are they not already 
cpocsuenh then dhe neat GH Sitmasae! 
ap , when the ne passes. 
use the of the United States to 
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ments of the people at the . 

The t made here that the word ‘‘ voluntarily,” as used 
in the bill, would exclude a newspaper that seeks 
unworthy of the gentlemen who make it. If 
correct, every man who is asked to 
and who in fact does subscribe, is coerced to 
an ment is mere ; there is no merit 


measure, Mr. 
judgment it will save the Treasury of 
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on their business at of the < t. I am in 


by States, 
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The SPEAKER. The question is now on the engrossment and 


third of the bill as amended. 
The on ut, 
The SPEAKER. Chair is in doubt. 


Mr. QUIGG. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 144, nays 104, 
not voting 108; as follows: 
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NOT VOTING—108. 


Aldrich, W. F. Curtis, Iowa Latimer, Rusk, 
Aldrich, Til. Danie Lefever, Russell, Ga. 
Allen, Miss. De Witt, Lewis, Sauerhering, 
Anderson, Dockery, Lorimer, Shaw, 
Apeley Dovener, Maguire Shnford, 
* Pa. ae. Meal Masa kinase, : 
very, Gam cUall, Tenn. mith, [1 
, Md. Graff, McClellan, Smith, Mich. 
riswold, McLachlan, Southwick, 
parney: ey, McRae Stallings, 
Barre Hager, Meiklejohn, Stewart, N. J. 
Bartlett, N. Y. Hanly, Meredith, Stone, W. A. 
pnaner. eyer, Strait, 

A einer, Pa. Miller, Kans. Strong, 
Boa’ k emenway, Milliken. Sulloway, 
Brown, Henry, Miner, N. Y. S:vanson, 
Brumm, Hit oney, Talbert, 
Buck, aa oses, Thomas, 
Bull, Huff, Murray, Tracewell, 
Burre’ Hulick, oonan, Tucker, 
Clark, Iowa Hunter, Otey, Tyler, 
Cobb, Hutcheson, Overstreet, atson, Ind. 
Colson, Hyde, Patterson, Wilber, 
Cooper, Fla. ones, Pearson, Willis, 
Cowen, oy. Pickler, Wilson, Idaho 
Crowley, Kerr, Robertson, La. Wilson, 8. C. 
Crump, Kulp, Robinson, Pa. Woodard. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
The following were announced until further notice: 
Mr. AVERY with Mr. STALLINGs. 
Mr. BuLL with Mr. Money. 
Mr. Joy with Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi. 
. Crump with Mr. CowEn. 
. Kuie with Mr. Strarr. 
. HOPKINS with Mr, HutTcHEson. 
. OVERSTREET with Mr. Jonzs. 
. Smira of Michi with Mr. Tucker. 
. HEMENWAY with Mr. Ropertson of Louisiana, 
. HANLY with Mr. TALBERT. 
. BIncHaM with Mr. DockERy. 
. Hirt with Mr. MaGuIre. 
. STRONG with Mr. MINER of New York, 
. APSLEY with Mr. BoaTNER. 
. BURRELL with Mr. McRae. 
Mr. GAMBLE with Mr. Meyer. 
Mr. LEFEVER with Mr. WILson of South Carolina, 
Mr. Brown with Mr. LaTm™eEr. 
Mr. MEIKLEJOHN with Mr. Buck. 
The following pairs were announced for this day: 
. Wiii14M A. STonE with Mr. ELLerT. 
. ALDRICH of Illinois with Mr. SourHwiIck. 
. PATTERSON with Mr. MEREDITH. 
. THomas with Mr. BANKHEAD. 
. TYLER with Mr. Orry. 
. Watson of Indiana with Mr. Russe. of Georgia, 
. TRACEWELL with Mr. Rusk. 
. Henry of Connecticut with Mr. McCLELUAN. 
- McQa.t of Massachusetts with Mr. Brum. 
. PICKLER with Mr. BarRTLETPwef New York. 
. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania with Mr. Wooparp, 
. CLARK of Iowa with Mr. SHaw. 
. Curtis of Iowa with Mr. Moszs, 
. De Witt with Mr. CrowLey. 

Mr. DovVENER with Mr. Coss. 

Mr. HICKS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to make a statement with 
reference to my colleague, Mr. BkumMM. He is unavoidably ab- 
sent, but wishes me. to announce that if present he would vote 

inst the bill. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I find in the list of pairs an- 
nounced that I am paired with the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. 
Dockery. That is correct, but I was under the impression that 
he was present. I therefore withdraw my vote. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The bill was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LOUD, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. LOUD. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will withhold that motion 
for a little while, the gentleman from Massachusetts has a matter 
concerning the convenience of the House. 

Mr. LOUD. I will withdraw the motion temporarily. 


TELEPHONE LINE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker,I present the following joint reso- 
lution from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. I 
ask that the committee be discharged from its consideration, and 
that the resolution be put upon its passage. 


The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will be read, subject to 
° 
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The Cierk read as follows: 

Joint lution (H. Res. 205) authorizing the building of a telephone line in 
wal cue ramp the District of Columbia. 

Be it resolved, etc., That eet is hereby pus to William J. Brown- 
ing, Chief Clerk of ‘the House of Representatives, to build a telephone line 
from the House folding room to the new onset ft room in the McDowell 
Building, corner of North ome street and Massachusetts avenue, using the 
Government poles now on North Capitol street. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? 

There oe no ee the joint resolution was ordered to be 
engrossed read a third time; and it was accordingly read the 
third time, and assed. : 

On-motion of Mr. MORSE, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


The SPEAKER directed the following change of reference: The 
joint resolution, H. Res, 225, from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to the Committee on the Library. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. Joy, for one week, on account of important business. 
To Mr. Buck, for six days, on account of important business. 
ne) DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 o'clock and 32 
minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
ae were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
follows: 

A letter from the Secre of the Treasury, transmitting a state- 
ment of expenditures in the United States Coast and Geodetic 
Survey for the year cilia June 30, Ba the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be # aagess 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Wolf Lake and River, Illinois and Indiana—to the Committee on 
Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting com- 
munications relating to the work a the offices of the Supervising 
Architect, the Auditor of the War Department, the Comptroller 
of the Treasury, the Treasurer of the United States, the Surgeon- 
General of the re Service, and the Light-House 
Board; and communication m the Secretary of State, the Sec- 
retary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of the 
Interior, the Postmaster-General, the Attorney-General, the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, and the Commissioner of Labor, showing 
the condition of the work in their respective Departments—to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of s, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findi filed by the court in the case of 
Lucy inistratrix of Elizabeth Cox, deceased, against The 
LBheeaos ane the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
‘be print 

letter from the Acting Secretary of the ad 
estimates of expenses indunend for the a o 
the District of Columbia—to the Oouenties 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the! Acting Secretary of the ey transmitting 
estimates of app ions on account of the revenue service— 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


, transmitting 
the militia of 
on Appropriations, 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally re from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
ref. to Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (A. R. on to increase the pension of John Purkapile. (Re- 


oe few 2389.) 
OR of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims: 
The a ‘(H. R. ns to Charles F. Leimer the sum of 
oO 

YTON, oh the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
ne R. 1261) entitled ‘‘An act forthe relief of John Kehl, 
Scone him.to his former rating,” with certain amendments 

the Sanate thereto. (Report No. 2391.) 
“By i 7 i en from the ce Oe Wee oe toe 
(H. R. 9062) granting a pension ary widow 
of Ezra L. Walrath, late lientenant-colonel One hundred ‘and fif- 
beeps Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry. (Report No. 


me 
and to 


har» LOUDENSLAGER, from the Committee on on Pensions:, 
eae granting a pension to Amanda Woodcock. 


: 
eee 8. 2802) entited ‘An act granting a pension to Margaret, 
Rowsell.” (Repost N No. 2394.) z 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, ber wp say oman amie, 
of es the following titles were introduced and severally referred as’ 


By Mr. DALZELL: A bill ay pect edtpmmonirle + 
izing the West Com: to construct a 
over the Monongahela River from the of Rankin to 
flin Township—to the Committee on In en 
merce. 

By Mr. McCORMICE: A bill il Cit. 2 SO ene ee adul- 
teration of foods and drugs in the District of Columbia—to the 
Committee on the een Columbia, 

By Mr. COBB: A bill (H. RB. 9843) to authorize compensation. 

service between St. Louis, Mo., and East St. Louis, Il.— 
e Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr, CUMMINGS: A bill (H. R. 9844) to amend section 5 
the not for the veliel of céttain salletell seen aftiae ary aaa Mer: 
we , approved August 14, 1888—to the Committee on Naval 


By Mr. REEVES: A bill (H. R. 9845) to provide for the pur-, 
chase of a site osteo of lilies tn the © thereon at 
Streator, in the State of Illinois—tv the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. HERMANN: A bill (H. R. 9846) to amend an act enti- 
tled “An act toprovide forthe adjudication and yment of claims 
arising from Indian depredations,” approved 8, 1891—to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

~ Mr. WADSWORTH: A bil ‘A bill (H. R. 9861) for the erection of 
se: ic building at Lockport, N. Y.—to the Committee on Public! 
uildings and Grounds. 


po 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, a bills of the following titles’ 
Sylvester S. Van Sickel, a captain of the 
on Military Affairs. 
y Mr. BENNETT: A bill (H. R. 9848) for the relief of Peter. 
E gieston of Hinds oer Miss.—to the 
By Mr. EY: A bill R. 9851) granting a to 
Ella Claassen, widow of Col. (Hi O81) gramtin se oaheantises 
Wells—to the Committee on 
a Mr. AKER: A bill (H. R. 9854) to a@ pension to 
y Mr. SPENCER: 
Ann Hendricks, Hinds ‘Counts, 
ttee on Invalid 
Pensions. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9858) granting a comthann ii: 
at a a to Mrs. Mary 
Wright, widow widow re Stephen ate te the Communes 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 
resented and referred as foll 
By . BAKER of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9847) for the relief of, 
Missouri Cav- 
Volunteers—to the. Committee on 
Molyneaux—to the Committee on War 
Mr. CATCHINGS: A bill (H. R. gas See tetiat oft 2. R.. 
Mr. CRISP: A bill ee Pecunia! 
der ¥ tg the Commi Command on ereatte 
on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. LAYTON: A bill (H. R. 9852 romps agp an pte 
By Mr. MOZLEY: A bill (H. R. 
none h H. Curbo—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
. Walker—to the a a 
bill (H, R. a ae for the relief of Mary. 
Miss.—to the Committee on Wa 
By Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. R. 9858) an increase, 
of pension to George Whitehead—to the 
a bill (H. R. 9857) oe merenen ot meen te Se 
Jeon bn aan Cuananitins co taal Pee 
widow of F, ee eee 
Also, a bill 
By Mr. WOOMER: A bill H. R. 9860 ae 
Rune Saaiinaw—to the Conasttide On tavalid Peisiooe 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, th red ey 
were lnidl th ties CRech's dask anal 
wlaed See auavage et Tasman 85386, to amend the inter- 
oO 0. 4 
shote-Somansies law 09 thee the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 


torah increased mail tacts in Now York E (ee, 
on Rivers and Harbors. 








1. APSLEY: to 
nuting’® pension to- A. Caulfield—to the 


Mr. ARNOLD of Rhode Island: Petition of citizens of Wick- 
further Wickford Harbor—to 


accompany House bill No. 9828, 

yi Committee on 

ford, R. L., for the of 
on 


the and 
Mr. BARRETT: Petition of Damrel! & Upham and 500 other 
9 NE saenmnd canned oF Gameanaed 


Massachusetts, remon- 
strating against the of House bill No. 4566, relating to 
nS ae eat madian-tn tha Comanitinn om the Peabllice ond 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. BURTON of Ohie: Petition of the Ohio State Medical 
Society, in favor of House bill No. #277, to provide for the exai- 
of the Committee 


Rhode Island Society, Sons of 
w making June 14 flag day—to 


Frost, all of Providence, R. I.; also of T. 8. Ham eaceaaiein. 
; a ’ 
R. Bs also of et or nn — 
testing against House 0. 4566, sec- 
cak-tiees wail —to the Committee on the and 
Post-Roads. 
aS Se Memorial of 
of ti., Government immediately 
sa i citizens and property in 


IN: Petition of the H Creek sot held 
Mecting of Friends, representing a mem of 1 held at 
New Providence, Iowa, pra that the saleof liquors be prohib- 
ited in buildings or con by Government—to the 
Committee ori Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

Also, tion of the Honey Creek y Meeting of Friends, 
asking that the age of consent be to 18 in the District o 
Columbia and the Territories—to on the Judiciary. 

Also, resolutions the citizens of Iowa, urging 


: Affidavits 
J. Dragoo, and letter of the Pension Commissioner, in 
Fn ed et a Se me an of pension to 


Petition Paul, Minn.; 
also, tions of A. L. Graves, Theo. A. Lienau, W. B. Brewster, 
and James A. Melady, all of St. Paul, Minn., against the — 
of House bill No. 4566, to second-class matter—to 


Post-Office 
By Mr. KENDALL: Petition and papers in sw of the claim 
of Mrs. Rebecca Harrison, widow of a soldier in Mexican war— 


to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. LAYTON: Papers.in su of House bill for the relief 
of Levi M. Wells—to the Commi on Mili Affairs. 
Chita pied earpaaegs of Hedin 
ond-class mail matter— 
Post-Roads. 


W.'C. Conant, it. B. Trent; the Trade Nowe Peoiing 
any; the 7 ; Morris & Co.; 
Kirtlend brow & Coy Samuel 8. ; H. ; H. 
B. ; Theo. H. Babcock, all of the city of New York; 
Forbes n Company and Pulsifer, Cook Co., of 
Mass., and ot a 
field, against House 0. 
relating to wcond-clace mail mattor—t0 on 
and Post-Roads. 
Mr. RICHARDSON: of Watts & Co., of South 
Tenn.; also of the publisher Cum 
terian, Tenn., the passage of House bill No, 


i ea a a 


pe ad 


; Stauffer, of 


relating to second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 


By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: Protest of news dealers of 
the State of Connecticut, against the of House bill No. 
4566, postal rates on second. matter—to the Com- 
mittee on and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. TERRY: Memorial of the Arkansas River Improvement 
Convention, held at Fort Smith, Ark., for the improvement of 
Sabine Pass—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

__ Also, memorial of the Arkansas River Improvement Conven- 
tion, held December 15, 1896, at Fort Smith, Ark., for the improve- 
ment of the channel of Arkansas River and the safety of the 
harbor at Van Buren, Ark.—to the Committee on Rivers and 


oo verve Seer the Fort Smith oe a nee against 
ofa ution recognizing the independence of Cuba— 
to the Committee on F Affairs. ‘ 

Also, resolutions of the Car Builders’ Association, oppos- 
ing the metric system—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. 

By Mr. UPDEGRAFF: Petition of A. B. Stickney, of St. Paul, 
Minn., for extension of time in which to equip cars with certain 

tent couplers—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

merce. 

Also, tion of W. R. Mead, of Cisco; also of Dyke & Olds, 
of Charles City; also of B. F. Wright; also of S. R. Yager, of 
a also of C. H. T , of West ae. ell - = State 
of Iowa, protesting against the passage of House bill No. 4566, 
oes second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WANGER: Resolutions of Colonel Croasdale Post, No. 
256, Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Pennsylvania, 
ye rg the recognition of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign 

airs. 

Also, petition of H. L. Everett, of Philadelphia; also of U.S. 
wn; also of W. F. Goettler, of Souderton; 
also of A. E. Dambly’s estate, of Skeppock, all of the State of 
Pennsylvania, protesting against the passage of House bill No. 
4566, relating to second-class mail matter—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 7, 1897. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry N. Coupen, Chaplain of the House of 


1 py 
he Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


TREASURY SETTLEMENTS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in response 
to a resolution of December 21, 1896, a report of the Auditor for 
the War Department showing that the allowance of claims to cer- 
tain insurance companies for the loss of the steamer Osceola were 
of the same character as those. heretofore made upon the steamer 
Peerless; which, with the accompanying papers, was referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the executive of the State of Nebraska, transmitting a 
copy of the final ascertainment of electors for President and Vice- 
President for that State; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

MESSAGE PROM THE HOUSE. 
from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
Brownina, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bill and joint resolution; in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the postal laws relating to second- 
class mail matter; and 

A joint resolution ve Res. 205) authorizing the building of a 

line in the ict of Columbia. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
also ahnounced that the Speaker of the House had 
owing enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 

IDS) a M Coll 

) granting a pension to Mary Collins; 
1511) for the relief of Lydia Boynton Ferris; 
2320) for the relief of Samuel Burrell; 
8398) for the relief of Augusta Tuller; 
) granting a pension to George William 
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5710) granting a pension to Eleanor L. Curtiss; 
5782) granting a pension to Mrs. Anna Wedel; 
7127) granting a pension to Samuel D. Gilman; and 

granting a pension to Mrs. Keturah Wilson, 
ames Wilson, deceased. 
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; CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. LODGE presented the memorials of J. W. Bowles, pub- 
lisher of the Modern Art, of Boston; of E. W. Ellis, publisher of 
the City Press, of Malden; of F. A. D. Silva, publisher of Progresso, 
of New Bedford; of C. E. Twombly, pablisher of the Pigeon News, 
of Boston, and of twelve firms of news dealers and booksellers of 
Springfield, allin the Stateof Massachusetts, remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Lond bill, relating to second-c s mail 
matter; which were referred tothe Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads., 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the memorial of George T. Weeks, 
publisher of the Independent, of Edon, Ohio, remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He aiso presented resolutions adopted by Post No. 646, Depart- 
ment of Ohio, Grand Army of the Republic, of New Paris, Ohio, 
favoring recognition of the independence of Cuba; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Methodist Ministers’ Asso- 
ciation, of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legisla- 
tion to abolish the sale of liquor in the Capitol building; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. GEAR presented the memorials cf Oscar A. Hoffman, pub- 
lisher of the Sioux City Volksfreund, Sioux City; of D. Bed, 
ro, of the Allamakee Journal, of ‘Lansing, and of Thockley 

ros. & Cook, publishers of the Saturday Globe, all in the State 
of Iowa, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. TURPIE (for Mr. VOORHEES) ae a petition of Sam- 
uel Reid Post, No. 87, Department of Indiana, Grand Army of the 
Republic, praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba, 
anc expressing sympathy for the Cubans in their struggle for 
freedom; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BATE presented the memorials of Morrison Bros., pub- 
lishers of the Dental Headlight, of Nashville; of Cayce & Turner, 
publishers of the Mail and the Primitive Baptist, of Martin; of Wil- 

haan Carruthers, publisher of the Vidette, of Hartsville, and of 
W. D. Wheatley, publisher of the News, of Big Sandy, all in the 
State of Tennessee, remonstratin against the passage of the so- 
called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin presented the memorial of Frank 
8. Gesler, publisher of the Independent, of Bangor, Wis., and the 
memorial of Power & Hovel Bros., publishers of the Daily Repub- 
lic, of Baraboo, Wis., remonstrating ugainst the passage of the 
so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CULLOM presented petitions of the Crawford Lumber Com- 
pany, of Raymond; of the Farmers’ National Bank, of Knoxville; 
of G. L. Grant, of the American Florist, of Chicago; of James 
Peabody, of the "Railway Review, of Illinois; of Dr Y. Kayne, 
enecialist, of Chicago; of J M. Yeomans, of Chicago; of J. 8. Mc- 
Donald & Co., manufacturing stationers, of Chicago, all in the 
State of Illinois, and of C. H. E. Redding, secretary of the Amer- 
ican Yrade Press Association of New York City, and of the 
American Newspaper Publishers’ Association of the Inited States, 
praying for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also ——— the memorials of H. Webb Pemberton, pub- 
lisher of the Galatia Journal, of Galatia; of T. O. Thompson, 

publisher of the an Confectioner, and Baker, of Chicago; of 

. R. Fisher, publisher of the Poultry Tribune, of F rt; of 
M, M. Rowle , publisher of the Clipper, of Big ville; of J. E. 
Bangs, publis er of the Student, of Pontiac; of athan Collins, 
publisher of the Intelligencer, of Westfield; of Robert D. Sawyer, 
publisher of the American Pressman, of Chicago; of N. A. Reed, 
publisher of the Banner of Gold, of Chicago; of EB, A. Shepler, 
manager of the Western News Com ew of Chicago; of the 
Starchroom Publishing Company, publishers of the Starchroom, 
of Chicago; of Matheson & Allardyce, publishers of the Canadian 
American, of Chicago; of Edward E. Goff, of the Motocycle Pub- 
lishing Company, of Chicago; of A. Paessler, eer of Der 
Beobachter, of hicago; of F. W. Rice, publisher of the Daily 
National Hotel Reporter, of Chicago; of E. C. Hewett and George 
Brown, pubtishers of the Public School Journal, of Bloomington; 
. of 8. Harrison White, publisher of North Shore Suburban, of Chi- 
cago; of Albert H. Sayder, publisher of Everybody's Journal, of 

C Uinicago; of Sarah Pollock, publisher of Mission Studies, of Chi- 

rago; of G. W. Gaver, _ ublisher of the Franklin rter, of 
Franklin Sens of E. 8. eee 7 ov of the Republican, 

of Lawrenceville; of the Goodma Dickerson Company, pub- 
lishers of the Standard, of Chi ; of the National Steno ee 
a pay ublishers of the National Stenographer, of cago; 
Jamatt, publisher of the Crete Citizen, of Crete; of 


H. F. and A. E. Evans, i spo the 
Work Fone of 0. ‘Thom ward Publ: Com 
orld, o cago; of the Lan 
ers of the General Manager, of ; of — Rouse, publisher 


of the Argus, of Chicago; Chlaeee aearet 
of O. snes 


the Chicago Vegetarian, of Chi 
Indicator, of Ch: ; of W. W. rch, ‘abisher af the American 
Sheep Breeder, of icago, and of Charles 8. MacDonald and 
dry other news dealers and booksellers of , all in thet State 
of Illinois, ainrapeoens against the of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail ma which were referred to 
e Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented resolutions adopted Ngee one No. 14, Amer- - 

ican Protective Association, of St. Louis, sym 


for the Cubans in their struggle for Potions’ w were 


to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Trades and Labor Assem 
of eee M., en a petition of the Gulf ps seca teedate. 
ance, 0) veston, Tex., praying 
pendence of Cuba; which were ord to lie on the table. 

He also presented a resolution of Commercial Club, of Chi- 
cago, Ill., fav the policy of the Administration in regard to 
Ce aE centennial tat Geng 

presented a on , pray- 
for the passage of Senate bill No. 2005, to amend an act en- 
tit ed ‘‘An act making a: tions for the service of the Post- 
Office Department for the yearen 
July 16, 1894; which was referred to the ces 
Post-Roads. 
He also presented the memorials of Daniel H. Holmes and Fred 
H. eer ublishers of the Chronicle, of Westbrook; of W. E. 
r of the Pemaquid ,of Bristol; of J 
Wood, Oe blisher of the Maine Coast , of Portland, all 
the State of Maine, remonstra‘’ passage of the so- 
called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. HOAR presented the memorial of C. E. Goldthwait and 13 
other citizens of Springfield, Mass., and a memorial of SC ee 
citizens of Massach remonstrating against the 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class nee to 
which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads. 

Mr. BURROWS presented the memorials of John B. Penfield, 
of the Commercial, of Vicksburg; of J. H. Kellogg, of the Modern 
Medicine, of Battlecreek; of Herber & T. aan of the 
News, of St. Clair; of Clement J. Strong, of 
of Sunfield; of a 
other publishers of 


Alle 


and Post- 
Mr. STEWART aa the petition of Robert 
eye heir ona f the socalled ‘Lond till 
raying for oO 

. ig 


The motion was agreed to 
Mr. CARTER presented a on 6 Weintiry aiken 
son —s , Mont. = Bton “of —. citizens pre 14 Dinshey 
= on ss oe passage 
M tart bil wh hich were ood the ssmeceiot telaaae Aaaaee of the 
r. presen e mem 
Florida Christian Advocate, of Lees , Fla. 
t the passage of the so-called Loud 
class mail matter; which was referred to the ¢ on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 
Mr. McMILLAN presented petitions of the Mount Pleasant Con- 
gees Church; vot the Union Methodist etek of 
e Central Union ‘Mission; of the Con 
wo of L. B. Wilson, presiding elder of the ¥ 
triot of we Walley Okapel i mference of the msi: 
u of Wesley Methodist Episcopal Ch 
el Protestant Ep’ Ladies’ Society; of ae J. J. Muir. 


to second- 


the Wood Printing 








of H. C. Kudner, of the County Democrat, of Lapeer 
of Woessmer & Marson of M County Journal, of 
; of Herbert Thomas Sawher, of the News, 
of a Sea aneceee Oe ine Teams of Beach; 
of John B. of the , of of W 
Emery, of the Corner Stone (monthly), of ; of J. H. 
logg, of Medicine, of Battlecreek, oo te 


d, » pub- 
lisher of El of Laredo; cz Justo of El 
Correo de Laredo, io; of tock Journal Pu Com- 
pany, publishers of the Texas Stock and Farm Journal, of : 
of L. A. Democrat, of Mon e; of 


; of the 

Clarence Gasly otitor of the Tribune; of J.C. Cochran, pub er 
of the Texas Odd Fellow, of Austin; and of George H. pub- 
senaratngSfaias the preage of Os co-caled ond ela 
remonstra passage o a , Tela 

ing to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Com- 
wise on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MORGAN presented the petition of Benjamin B. Cox and 
sundry other citizens of Mobile, Ala., praying for the passage of 
House bill No. 8320, for the improvement of ublic service by 
optional and com retirement of certain Government em- 
ployees, and for creation of a fund for the benefit of such 
employees, and for other p ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Civil Service saat Retrenchment. 


Mr. ee eee the memorial of J. A. Mann, pub- 
lisher of the Times, of Kingfisher, Okla. , remonstratin the 


passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
mene) eee was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
‘ost- 
Mr. BRICE presented a petition of the Methodist Ministers’ Asso- 


ciation of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the of the so-called 
Morse bill, providing for the tion of of intoxicating 
liquor in t of Columbia; which was referred to the 


Committee on the District of Columbia. 


He also ted wo pagmeee of s citizens of Delhi, Home 
City, and Fernbank, all in the State of O. io, praying for the enact- 
ment of } tion for the relief of the ering Armenians in 


Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 


He also presented a petition of the Cleveland Christian Endeavor 
of Cleveland, Ohio, praying forthe enactment of logalation pro 
of Cley ‘ , ‘or the ent o on 
hibiting the co teraaienting nors in the tol building: 
=a referred to the ttee on Public Buildings and 


of icine: proatin tap a> sonctmenh of Iaglcintion peovlding 
us » pra or the enactmen on pro 

for more ctive immigration laws; which was referred tothe 
Committee on Immigration. ‘ 

He algo presented a petition of the Ohio State Medical ae 
praying for the of Senate bill No. 3127, providing for the 
examination of ants at ports of debarkation; w was 
referred to the ttee on tion. 

He also presented a tion of sundry citizens of Bellefontaine, 
Ohio, and a petition of sundry citizens of Columbus, Ohio, pray- 
ing be a2 to recognize the incependence of Cuba; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also ted a memorial of the Ohio State Medical Society, 
remonstra’ the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, provid- 
‘ing for the prevention of cruelty to animals in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the McMicken Mutual Aid 
—a — of an ti, eee ae for the a aw = 
resolution now pending in the th nd- 
ence of Cuba; which was ordered to een tha tate Pk 

_He also ted a petition of the Manufacturers’ Club of Cin- 
cinnati, 0, praying for the establishment of a ent 
commerce and manufactures; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

He also presented petitions of the Dayton Gas Light and Coke 
Company; of the Cooper Insurance omnes Gem Shirt 
ney: of Messrs. Thresher & Co,; of Fourth National 
Bank; of the ee <: Smith-Vaile —_ it the 
Goods Company; ©: Craig- oundry Com- 
Messrs. Canby, Ach & Canby; Messrs. C. W. Ray- 
mon Co,; of the Royal Remedy and Extract Company; of t 
ont ae eae ee ee 7 

wford, Company yton, the 
Case Manufacturing Company, al in the State of Ohio, prayi 
for the enactment of legisla’ providing for the readjustmen’ 


james = & 


of the rates of postage: which were referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices an 














Post-Roads. 


He also presented the memorials of Kee 


rs & Greenbaum, pub- 


lishers of the Monroe Gazette, of Woodsfield; of 126 news dealers 
and booksellers of Cincinnati; of W. S. Richard, publisher of the 
Derrick, of Bloomdale; of the Cycling News, of Toledo; of the 
Advocate, of Plain City; of the publishers of the Church Life, of 
Cleveland, and of the publisher of the Beacon, of Akron; of the 


Ashtabula News, of Ashtabyla; of the Toledo Daily News, of 
Toledo; of George T. Byland, of Hillsboro; of E. Wotwell, pub- 
lisher of the Magnet, of New Waterford; of McClung & Hinkle, 
ublishers of the Herald, of Jackson; of Jackson H. Cooke, pub- 
er of the Market Review and Farm Journal, of Akrcn; of the 
Huron County News, of Norwalk; of A. E. Hough, editor of the 
, of Hillsboro: and of A. McLean, secretary of the Foreign 
ian Missionary Society, of Cincinnati, all in the State of 
Ohio, remonstra against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 
rela to second-c mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petitions of John Orr Sons, of Stet.ven- 
ville, Ohio; of the D. Q. Fox Company, of Springfield, and of 
Babcock, Hurd & Co., of Cleveland, praying for the passage of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
ao were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


Mr. THURSTON presented a memorial of the Master Car 
Builders’ Association, praying for the adoption of the metric 
system of weights and measures; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the Young People’s Society of 
Christian Endeavor, of Hay Springs, Nebr., praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquor in 
the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented petitions of the American Trade Press Asso- 
ciation, of New York, and of sundry citizens of Fremont, Nebr., 
praying for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. . 

He also presented the memorials of C. D. Henry, publisher of 
the Christian News, of Bethany; of Moses H. Sydenham, publisher 
of the Central Star of Empire, of Kearney: of the Omaha and South 
Omaha news dealers; of M. O. Gentzke, publisher of the Nebraska 
Volksblatt and Cuming County Advertiser; of the Brock Cham- 
Pio of Brock; of the Delnicke Listy Publishing Company, of 

; of Sinclair & Clements, publishers of the Bancroft Blade; 
of eee! Goodell, — of the Beemer Times; of the West- 
ern Cyclist; of A. J. Watrous, publisher of the Coleridge Blade; 
of A. L. Riggs, of Santee ncy; of F. H. Nagel, publisher of the 
Freie Presse, of Lincoln; of William Breed & Son, publishers of 
the Nebraska Volksfreund; of A. S. Evans, publisher of the 
Tribune, of Meadow Grove; of C. C. McHugh, publisher of ths 
O’Neill Sun; and of E. C. Elving, publisher of the Svenska Jour- 
nalen, all in the State of Nebraska; and the p mee of Clara B. 
Colby, publisher of the Woman’s Tribune, of Washington, D. C., 
reesemalanaiines against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, re- 
lating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


THE CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD DEBT. 


Mr. WHITE. I hold in my hand a remonstrance from promi- 
nent citizens of California, and organizations, with reference to the 
Pacific Railroad funding bill. do not wish to read it, but I 
ae to have it printed in the Recorp, and I make that 

uest. 


here being no objection, the memorial was ordered to lie on 
the table, and to be printed in the Recor», as follows: 


THE CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD DEBT—CALITORNIA’S REMONSTRANCED 
AGAINST REFUNDING IT. 
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TRE CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD DEBT—CALIFORNIA’S REMONSTRANOE 
AGAINST REFUNDING IT. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States. 


GENTLEMEN: In again appearing in apgouten to the b a 
of a measure for refunding or extending time on the debt of the Centr Pa- 
cific Company, we beg to call to your recollection the many objections ex- 
pressed in our memorial on be of the people of this State presented to the 
last session of Congress as well as to the following additi facts and con- 
siderations, some of which have been developed since that memorial was pre- 


sented and others have been suggested by the course the discussion of the 
proposal has taken. 


REVERSAL OF ESTABLISHED CONGRESSIONAL POLICY AS TO PACIFIC ROADS. 


I. aoa ig aid to the Texas Pacific road, and to the Southern Pacific 
Railroad, it was undoubtedly the intention of anaress to create a southern 
route across the continent which would constitute a rival to the central 
route on that side, as the Northern Pacific road was designed to do on the 
north. The purpose was to give to the people of the whole country the 
advantege of competition in overland transportation. Without accurate 
knowledge of the extent to which extortion in wus practiced on the 
Central line (since brought to light by the Pacific road Commnission), it 
was common knowledge that the charges were excessively h, and the cre» 
tion and maintenance of competing roads were rer« as n he 
Therefore, to insure their construction and maintenance, aid was liberally 
granted by Con . Independent of its enormous subvention in bonds, the 
Certral Pacific Company received as a donation of land aggregating, after all 
deductions, 8,000,000 acres, worth at minimum Government price 5.000.000, 
but estima at more by themselves, their sales, down to December 31, 1882, 
having produced an average price of $4.85 per acre. id. 
cember, 1882, 57,59.) The Southern Pacific land grant in California 
amounted to 10,445,227 acres, worth at minimum Government price $26,113,175, 
but of which their own report of December 31, 1882, says: “A 

tion of them is choice ae and timber land, and will 

yauch higher price.” In fact, the subsequent table in same report shows the 
ave price so far to have m $4.38 per acre. (Annual report December 
81, 1882, pages 43, 44, 51.) 

This beneficent and weil-considered policy of Congress in pursuit of which 
it has so bountifully endowed these two com has been deliberately and 
Sores set at naught by the managers, who, to prevent the competition 
designed by a have leased the Central c road for ninety-nine 

ears, from April 1, 1885, to the owners of the whole stock of the Southern 

“acifie Railroad, and both roads are thus put into common ment. 
The proposed refunding act distinctly confirms this lease, so far as pares 
has the power to do so, and threatens penalties against the abused - 
holders of the company should they seek to avoid it as afraudonthem. The 
chief objection to it on our part is its direct hostility to the deliberate and 
beneficial policy of Congress, which it pamege reverses in the interest of 
private parties; a minor one, not, however, without weight, is that it aims to 
asten on the stockholders of the company a lease by their trustees in fraud 
of their rights, which the now preparing to vindicate by legal 

te 


them of ral Pacitic 
ings. This is unjust to m. The method by which the Cent Pacific 
managers retained control of the a after with all their inter- 
est will beshownfurther on, What isimportant here is that the real parties 
in interest have at last awakened to the prea done them, and are preparing 
to claim their rightsand return to the policy of an independent existence an 
eperation designed by Congress; and this is the moment at which it is Lee 
»osed to enact, as in section 19 of the nding Senate bill No. 2894, ty- 
fourth Congress, first session, that if fraudulent and infamous lease be 
annulled or canceled, even decree of a court, that act shall entail Jhe 
immediate maturity of the whole debt due the United States at the option 
of the President. The Government is thus made to cast the sword an t 
of Brennus into the scale wherein the defrauded stockholders are weighing 
the cost of obtaining justice nst their dishonest trustees. Surely Co: 
gress will shrink from enacting a law to forbid people who have been de- 
Frauded from seeking redress under such a heavy penalty. 


FALSE PRETENSES TO CONGRESS—CONCEALMENT OF MATERIAL FACTS. 


Il. The ind mee and extension of time here involved are asked under 
faixe pretenses t ee of which should forbid entertaining the 
pro The demand for time to pay is on the of povert 
on the of the debtor, whose ae 
beyond the pittance pro to be requ 

retense of poverty is en ly false. The Cen 
E paying dividends to its shareholders to-day, wi 
as soon as the bill passes, and it has very large means, money 
sd be called in and applied to the payment of its debts. 


fraud 
ita revenues have been impaired for their own 
Of these claims in 


benefit. 
their order. The proof of the dividends paid, after- 
wards. 
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ye sonata now in their outline familiar to mab eter gy per 
are y as pu 
annals of country. No man ever dared to defend 
though several were shown to have by 
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took a 
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down to 1884, when it 

























of this lease, it was made termimable by a notice of sixty days, as if it were a 
—_— temporary t. The very circuitous mode here resorted to 
an ovens of $4,000 per mile per sanum naturally suggests a sinister 
was cne, quite in harmony with the whole knavish proceed- 

of formed a part. The object was to enable the Southern Pacific 
2 Ferm & te financial publications of the day as earning from 

road, while yet and without a terminus at either 

and being operated at 50 per cent of its gross 


pone> 9 new ——s os > wane yet —o 

condition—running, in fact, from no place to no re—could maks 

peer en had before it the brightest of prospects. The terms 
of 


ered cehdock te cous sanstangn toane 
aces 
cirele fill it comes S the 





this were couenges for the purpose of deceiv- 
ing the by out false and delusive prospects of earning the 
Tie eekine and rendering the disposal of the bonds more easy. 
of this ean sak Be peatioue form of reservation of rent in it, 

a contrivance to bolster up the credit of the 

Company at the expense of the Central, ard to 

tington ah eaeaen, while acting as directors and trus- 


: 
E 


eee of the latter company, and afterwards sell the bonds of 
former, It need scarcely be said that this constituted a gross fraad oa 
of of the Central and its stockholders, and that under our law. as 
the rd, under that of all ci countries, the last-named company is entitled to 
of also be the Pacific Improve- geceuee from its dishonest trustees all qyneend profits of every kind derived 
'P. L Co.) is anether of the cor- | from it, and this without any participa in or allowance for their iabor or 
7 these managers ‘mask risk in the venture. 

ust as the Western was before it, the Sea eeetees Rintary of thie ines of bende of the Southern Pacific Rail- 
and Finance Company in turn; continually im name, ever yesethanpany © not yeheld told, nor the published evidence of the fraudulent 
the same in faet. es athe , os = were inscri on the abegh Sut and eSened om the 
Returning this necessary troduction we offers, washed and means (even down to 
the gigantic = on the Central ee many perpetrated by it, -}e@ sale of a lot of —— under an execution) yore reserted ta toate 
agers 1880. consisted essentiaily them : success; gudgeons o all Street refused to 
company the Southern asa rival | bite; and down to March, 10, the cre in the hands of the con- 

line. The | struction company, and practically unsalable. 
in N v period last t the ah in Me feos tines are tin: it 
ew. ou Tr. Huntington's case to him; it 
THE GITUATION I Conaiotol in te right to terminate einen by sixty days’ notice, and they 
offered if that defect to their satisfaction to take ap the loan 


were 
the first ten millionsof the bonds ata priceagreed on. They agreed 
o millions of them at 90, and got an option of eight more. Asif 
the fraud on the Central Pacific Company, and illustrate it, if 
more clearly, the bankers insisted on, and Messrs. Huntington & Co. 
consented to, a of the lease to the Central Pacific Company, 
whereby it was made to continue in force absolutely for five years, and there- 
after until the Southern Pacific should have extended iis road so far as to 
connect directly by rail with the railroad system of the Atlantic side, not 
ex! ten im all. This modification of the lease was made and 
early in 1880, and the preliminaries maxing all Seem sepem ea aod 
ogee’, Sire canaenes on 8 morning © arch 9, 1880, 
na Ge ewe days, in New York Tribune, an advertisement 
that su’ would be med on the lith of that month 
an on the i2th New York, Boston, Frankfort-on-Main, London. 
and Ber tor 000,000 of 6 per cent first-mortgage bonds of 


6s 
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the Pacific Company (deseribing them). offers to be made 

to certain banking of those citles vely. This advertisement 

conspicuously and am: the inducements offered were that 

seg rent emanate cone ihe tec fae 

uthern Pacific i- 

of wither the total of the projected road was 1,150 

soo made up), “of w 712 miles were completed and in 

Zn into the and southern divisions, the former ex- 

pe bee Tesi to and from Carnardero to Tres Pinos, 

and nee from o ee eee (with o bonne of the 

road pee Anagien. Tiree miles, and intersected at 

Goshen by San Joaquin branch Tes Gantral Paeificroad. That the net 

earnings Of the southern division (through rental to Central Pacific Railroad 
Company} were— 

I riatdninandspintintdininacatiniebsecgeienbanboummugsiaeee< $1, 656, 360. 00 

TT tiih iinet sietieniid eantinimenentnipetnnionsitednencens tet en OS 

Stee Vi Branch of the Central Pacific Railroad furnished 

an outlet to San Pranciscoand eastward 

over the main of Pacific , and that “ in view of com- 

interests taken a lease of the 


Railroad Compan = 
Division of the Southera Pacific Ratiroad %0 ifor aia, for a period 
than ot gompicted January, and We een teseap of = lease 
five so that there is a 
eae ot tn Pacific of California with the eastern 
what is known as the ey ontens pesaie line, the 
shall be until connection is naan such exten- 
in from January, 1880. 
Ss a the lease the net agreed to be paid during the 
and any extension thereof shall be per month, or 
year q at present on about 561 m equals about 
),. and if for any cause, it’ shall be reduced by mutual 
eee ot ers. that the amount of such rental reduced shall 
least be to pay all the interest that has been or may be agreed to 
paid in any one year on any bonds of the Southern Paci4e Railroad Com- 





pe oe de ar he bende, 

bot hin excoatvecaftaiiation 

i ogheg arenas Sones ess 
iene deere ome mies eget 


pany of during the continuance of this lease.’’ 
The tions in terms of the indicated in this advertisement 
seem to have been all that paomgeet &y, the bankers, and promptly after 
f bids, wi t waiting to hear from London, Prank- 
or lin, it was announced that the whole block 
THE FRAUD. sredually A y a Spares S sae Camnatier they were 
on ew York mar and ultimately foun uyers. 
PR. i ob Gate hee =] 1 Cpneeny a ey yt us introduced in the stock exchange by the credit 
thei . = Central Company aggregated over $82,000,000, and at an (esti- 
seeing, ome 000. of - A of mated) a of eS cent. The sales from the land grant 
jength, oF tee Renmterdetion atin _ obtained of have amounted to over $10,000,000, and 
Sanaa ‘to aaill Geass before Mr. | much unsold. these sums should be accounted for to the 
ae haa was bonds, which whens Contra! 1 Sompan as the of the fraud. Thus the dishonest 
meantime them equereas <2 eoeae of the Central Pacific procured the means for constructing the 
People in as ratcrally s the of the gredies and fas pretere by its —— > rene Setmese, the qosnpe. its qastes 
rence given routing of freight, has been almost 
Sat asa guide to estimate aa south of oeche arte Posie Toinsure the diesstrous result, however, the 
to the te show * managers determined to cut off its local freights also, and to this end con- 
br eae the ® Por =. over structed (in the names of companies ultimately consolidated with the South- 
made 1. a. of ern Pacific) a substantially 1 road through the San Joaquin Valley on 
- side of the Central, y to intercept every pound of freight approach- 
the from Goshen on either sidet 
to be constructed, for for a 
ready for operation.” The rant would thus OTHER FRAUDS IN CENTRAL PACIFIC MANAGEMENT. 
annum with every 1. We have already mentioned the ninety-mine-year lease of the Central 
From than were permitted todeduct per mile read to the Southern Pacific Comat (of Kentueky) Considerin 
probably positions of the several parties, the ownership by the lessees « 


stock of the road and that of the Southern Pacific Company's 
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atock by those managing the Central Pacific direction, it can not be doubted 
that this lease would be pronounced by any court of equity a gross fraud on 
the Centrai Pacific Company. Its ruinous character is obvious. 

We will not dwell on the diversion of traffic from the Central to the 
Southern route, though the loss of revenue by the former from that cause 
must have been encrmous, Owning all the stock of the one road and havin 
no interest in the other, while they managed both, it was perhaps but natura 
for such parties to favor their own road at the expense of the other. The 
power to do so was obviously a principal motive for the ninety-nine-year 
ease, the terms of which, it may be remarked, left them at liberty to change 
the rent from time to time practically at discretion. To assert that they 
exercised with impartiality t powers so dishonestly obtained would be 
toinvite derision, not belief. The Kentucky corporation, as lessee of both 
roads, did the ca’ me, eee the bills of lading, etc., so that unless the 
shipper took pains (for which there was rarely a motive) to expressly 
direct his freight sent over the Central route, it was at thadiscretion of the 
carriers, and naturally «ent by ‘the Southern. The a ment of time 
schedules, greater promptness in delivering freight, usting reclamations, 
and like considerations helped to determine the choice of shippers in the 
same direction. The revenues of the Central Pacific road rapidly fell off, and 
its dividends went down to 3 and 2 per cent, and finally to zero. 

2. Por many years after the completion of the Central Pacific road its man- 
agers were the bea one borrowers of money in the San Francisco market, and 
large borrowers wherever they could obtain it. Any person having a sum of 
any magnitude to loan could have from them the note or the indorsement 
of the Central Pacific Railroad Company. None of this money was for the 
use of the Central Pacific Company, but for that of the managers; yet the 
credit of the Central Pacific Company was strained to the utmost to procure 
it. An ordinary broker's commission on these loans of credit would amount 
te a large fortune. 

it would be difficult to put a limit to the recovery which the Central Pacific 
Ceeune is entitled to from its dishonest managers and its rivals for these 
frauds, which are probably but specimens, of which there are plenty more to 
be bronght to light by a proper investigation. This seems to be the most 
appropriate place to account the latest chapter of Central Pacific history, 
which has indeed something of the grotesque about it. 

rv. The appeal to Congress to refund the debt at a low interest is made on» 
the suggestion of inability to pay. Hon. Grove L. Jomnson, of the House of 
Representatives, published du the recess of Congress along letter defend- 
ing the pending measure substantially on that ground. He thought that at 
any higher rate of interest than 2 per cent the aaa not pay the 
debt without rates of freight that would be ruinous to California pe 
He could not have been aware when he did this—in fact, few would listen 
with patience to such an argument if they were aware—that at the very time 
Mr. Huntington is posing the com before Congress in forma pauperis he 
has been pa ing the stockholders dividends on their shares and is under prom- 
ise to double the same as soon as the refunding bill has been . The pay: 
ment of this dividend has not had any publicity—has in fact m practically a 
secret-—but it is the fact, and the history and proof of it areabout as follows: 


THE SECRET DIVIDENDS OF 1895, 18%, AND HOW BROUGHT ABOUT. 


It is known that the great bulk of the Central Pacific stock is held in Efig- 
land. It was sold to —— pemmees between 1275 and 1890 by the device 
of pa: large dividends on it, while at the same time the sellers were build- 
ing ihe Southern Pacific te take away its business, as above related. 
The ee were deterred from transferring their shares to their own 
names by the artful ae of individual liability for corporate debts, 
and more especially for the Government subsidy bonds under ornia law. 
Their hoidings were therefore represented by certificates in the names of 
former holders, indorsed in blank. To facilitate concealment of ownership a 
form of certificates was invented, with dividend coupons attached; so that 
the holder need not havea receipt for his dividends or even present himself to 

et thera. No one could know his identity except the banker with whom he 
Sc oatbel hiscoupons. These former holders were employees of the com ' 
to whom the managers had transferred their shares in lots of 10,20, 30, 50, 100, 
206, 300, and 500 shares, which, being indorsed, passed from hand to hand by 
delivery only. Proxies for voting were taken in all cases from these em- 
sloyee shareholders, which, as the stock remained on the com es’ books 
n their names, have enabled the sellers ever since to elect the directors and 
control the management of the company. -Dividends paid under a former 
arran; ent ceased some two years since, and after a a of waiting the 
Englishmen became dissatisfied with the ent, and after — 
and consultations dispatched to this country Rivers Wilson to investi- 
gato, threaten, and get what he could for them from the rs of the 
company. Sir Rivers came to California, interviewed the officers of the com- 
pany, made his examinations, etc., and was reported in the papers after his 
‘eturn to the East as ha . Huntington, 
settlement, he 


ving arrived at a compromise with 
the president of the Southern Pacific Com; . After this 
was reported in the press as proceeding to m and there contribut- 
ing his effort in fayor of the refunding of last session. On his return to 
England, the results of his mission was communicated to his constituents, 
with the recommendation that they transfer their shares to their own names 
and take the control of their own a rty. The substance of his negotia- 
tion soon became known on the London stock exchange, where the shares 
were dealt in, and the London Economist, a financial journal of high standing, 
noticed the matter as one of public interest, in its issue of March 23, 1895, 
the following terms: 


(From the Economist (London), March 23, 1895, page 385.] 
THE POSITION OF THE CENTRAL PACIFIC. 


Some slight compensation, it appears, Mr. C. P. Huntington is willing to make 
to the Central Pacific shareholders, since he has stated, through Sir Rivers 
Wilson, that be will undertake to pay 1 per cent per annum in the shape of 
dividends until “satisfactory legislation has been obtained for the adjust- 
ment of the company’s debt to the Government,” after which rather vague 
date 2 per cent per annum is to be paid for the period of two years, during 
which the sharebolders will have time to review their position and to consider 
the advisability of endcavoring to effectan arrangement of a more permanent 
and more profitable character. Sir Rivers Wilson takes the same view of the 
position of the company as that of the Economist, and, indeed, that of most of 
those who have considered the facts. The Central Pacific is at present in the 
grasp of the Southern Pacific, which is virtually Mr. Hunt on in what 
qnay be termedacorporate form. It would have remained a profitable under- 
taking if the present lessees had not worked its ruin. In the future, prob- 
abiy it can be best worked in connection with the Southern Pacific, provided 
equ:‘able terms can be arranged; and oe as there is nothing really to 
fear in the theoretical liability on the shares, holders should at once, without 
delay, register, so as to make their voting power efficient. If that be done, 
and if terms can be made with the Government. —- investors may ulti- 
mately suffer less loss than once appeared probable. They will, however, 
have to be careful in approac: Congress. They must remember that 
they have seine to any save t which is given by the strict letter 
of law. If have been swindled —— “ bosses" in control of the 
company, which is often alleged, not only have many others suffered in the 
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Four weeks after the publication of this article, 

it under his own signature, as follows: 


j Mr. Huntington's reply. 
{From the Economist of April 20, 1895, page 519.] 
MR. HUNTINGTON AND THE CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
To the Editor of the Economist. 


Srr: Some one has sent me a clipping from your issue of March 23. 

Rosaenses hes bets, sees to tne coteenaay Sr eee I have 

considered it one of the best financial pu in That 
50, I do nos think tte editor would Kcaowhielp de any aude or cor- 
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and still pay something 
I on, very truly, yours, 


New York, April 8, 1896. 
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OTHER ASSETS OF THE CENTRAL PACIFIC COMPANY. 
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these $12,283,000 bonds are in the hands of the o 
of some one of their numerous com There is no pro the 
could pass an investigation as to origin or consideration (issued in 
robability to themselves under the name of a construction company, in 
Pheir usual way), and in tion should be made, that the terminal 
grounds may be to company for con- 
‘verted to private uses for warehouse 
bare Soe to its former directors 

Another item, of much less 


A 


5 
z 


be profitably eee a ps as illustrative of the methods of 
these people an character annual reports, on presumption 
of the accuracy of which is asked to act, relates to one of the sink- 
ing funds of the Central Company, and the story, as derived from the 
rece Sees. is about as follows: “a 
essrs. Huntington and associates comme nced business, 
somewhat inexperienced, ited trustees to their 
sinking funds, and for the Central land-grant m of two 
gentlemen were named of bility and wealth. Probably re- 
quiring some little time to own affairs, as accounts 
of the sales, ete., were kept in the railroad com- 
pany’s and ev: 


great Grecian poet and to have nodded— 


ran smoothly, they appear to have imitated the 
moment of somnolence come one, more is 


less than $2,500,000 of the 

of course awoke in time, and was probably a disturbance or at least an 
éclaircissement. Fe ee ees ee ee on or ee 
ees ee ones es ee in pursuance of which 


Compan ve to the trustees of the land t mauntpage 
its five notes for five Celiveltkouswed each, payable in one, two, three, four, 
and five years, with aera = 4 cent per annum, to su: the deficit. 


extend by 


estan aca 
‘action, may be readily calcuicted. What is aod sbout the settlement 


is that the notes were executed by the Central Company, yet the 
next informs us (and su t confirm the ney one 
the in t on these notes is by the thern Pacific Company. the 
Central Pacific Com did not get the two and a half millions of 

a 


Peompan amount? And if tt Aid 
taken, why did that y gre its mgeen ton the t? it it did 
get the prin , why does the thern (which is not strictly a benev- 
olent institu’ ) pay the interest? These lo which 
can answer. The indicate 


necessarily involves “eon of the life 
Railroad Company, which is a ornia corporation, 
term of its existe 


and 
the power of for Federal to do such an act if in its 
sadqmens necessary, without necemalty ft should not be done. Inde- 
pen ent of the overriding of the authority of the State government over its 
own creature, such an ae ate 8 aT ee eee eae 
itations on its corporate powers, or any law governing its ods of pro- 
eee wae to its shareholders or their and the 
charter of w could not be forfeited by any court, State or 
ma how its offenses. No State court could interf 


Soon the sulforera, kt 





“ for confessed, and proved.” 
ayaa F we have a : Gotalln bee’ the Nation: N York, August if 188 118, 1 
. . 4. pages 113, 114. 
goods from points for the | thls pamphlet, pages” net ies 





interior of California or Nev: on the line of the road, had to be hauled to 
San Francisco and back to d tion, to swell the cost. By special favor 
and on payment of the whole freight both ways, the interior werchant might 
obtain to have delive as they passed his door. At 


of a cent a pound on refined 
here — = oun, =. BO yin ne i : Rogen 9 tion < 

rested. The c was publicly x at the 
time by le parties and never denied. Silence under such cireum- 
stances amounted to an admission. At another they introduced here a sys- 
tem of contracts to be enforced by boycotting,t which if long contin- 
ued infallibly have riven our community into two hostile factions. 
and doubtless illegal special-contract system was broken up 


permisson 
another time they im a protective dut 
coming 


This 

by the ction of compe roads, but by their system of leases they 

undou y aim to revive it. y their ccunibvan tenon and the lease of 
i. 9 


, they have united practically all the roads in the 
ment of a foreign corporation, which in turn is 
under the control of a le individual, whose no limits and who 
ovows that he has no other or higher standard of right than his own opinion. 
ie has never made public his general code of morals, if he has any, but in 
letters to his former associate he exhibits his ideas on procuring Congres- 
sional sepuesten to bein brief to bribe those who will accept and vilify these 
who will n 
By this combination they for years simultaneously withheld payment of 
railroad taxes, unhinging the machinery of the State government and throw- 
the public service out of pear. Public schools closed, sageevinare legis- 
la and executive officers bribed, agencies defied, and all this under the 
of the constitutionality of an enactment procured by 
ives and passed for their benefit. When, however, the opportunity of 
a decision presented itself, flee from the ordeal. A history of all these 
offenses would unduly expand this memorial, and they must be passed over 
with mare mention, t the tax litigation was so grievous an injustice to 
the State, and the dishonorable and collusive manner in which it was man- 
are so susceptible of proof, that we give it briefly, as follows: 


THIRTEEN YEARS’ LITIGATION OVER A SCHEME OF TAXATION ENACTED AT 
THEIR OWN SUGGESTION AND FOR THEIR BENEFIT—COLLUSIVE SUIT— 
IMPOSITIONS PRACTICED ON UNITED STATES OOURTS, ETC. 


In 1879 a provision was incorporated in our State constitution exceptin 
railroad mortgage bonds from the general rule for taxing moneys investec 
ou mortenge. It was done at the instance of the railroad people themselves, 
to enable them to sell their Southern Pacific bonds, which, if subject to local 
taxation in California, would obviously have been impossibie. The measure 
was introduced in the convention by Mr. Henry Edgerton, one of their stand- 

counsel, stated by him to be satisfactory to his clients, and passed with- 

out amendment, nem. con. The taxes of 1580 having been levied under it, 
the companies refused to pay, and when suits were brought they removed 
them to the Federal court, clai that the exception thus enacted at their 
own instance was in conflict with the fourteenth amendment of the United 
States Constitution. They affected a wish to waive all other controversy 
and try this constitutio — only. To secure control of the litigation 
they procured a collusive suit to be brought by the supervisors of San Mateo 
Geunky (to whom they loaned the amount of the county taxa, on terms evi- 
dently corrupt on their face), in which the facts were admitted by demurrer, 
ina pe preeeeieg & mtly a case of hardship so great as to lead the 
circuit court of the ted States to decide in their favor. The false color- 
ing given to the facts was then éxposed in the press, and attracted the notice 
of judges of the Supreme Court, who, when the case came before them, 
to decide it in the sha resented, and desired the facts developed 

by a trial and proofs. Several other cases were then tried contradictorily 
and all of which were determined on other grounds, petty quibbles - 
ofa character, and without touching the great constitutional ques- 
which been made the pretext for their removal from the speedier 

es Ee ee ome. a ae. . 

y, years having gone by, an: upreme Court, having in the course 
of this experience become acquainted with the whole matter, intimated its 
readiness to decide the San Mateo County case, if the parties would resubmit 
it. But, as may be seen from the opinions of the court below and the argu- 
ment of Mr. Roscoe Conk on the appeal, their main reliance in the sup- 
port of the constitutional objection was the extreme nerdeate of the case, as 
presented on demurrer, and that mask having been torn off by the develop- 
ment of the actual facts, a decision by the Supreme Court became the last 
thing the railroad people wanted. The adve which had been so oblig- 
ing as to commence and prosecute the suit with the money in its own treas- 


and lose it, was equally obliging and compliant in the matter of th 
ae . The San Mateosupervisors hing 7 


aptly telegraphed to Washington a 
of the writ of error, which the Supreme Court allowed. Then the 
State itself broughta suit wherein this constitutional question was presented 
alone. It also went to the United States Supreme Court on appeal; but again 
y frustrated a decision by paying the tax and penalties in full, just in 
time to oust the court of jurisdiction a destroying the subject of contro- 
versy. There is no honesty or faith inthem. The controversy lasted 
in various forms from o 1888, when the legislature,after an appeal by 
— resolution to the Supreme Court to advance the pending case, finally, 
mere weariness and despairing of a decision on the merits, passed an 

act for reassessing the roads. The railroad combination was stronger than 
the State; they now ask Congress to strengthen them still further by a Con- 
gressional charter with undefined (and therefore unlimited) powers, and by 


reserving its whole policy on Pacific roads for a century to come. (See 
San Mateo County vs. Railroad Company, 8 Sawyer’s C. C. Repts., 228; San 
Mateo County vs. Railroad Company, 116 U. S. Rep., 136; San Bernardino 
County vs. Rallroad Company, 115 id., 417; Santa Clara County vs. Railroad 
Com , id. ib., 304; S. P. R. R. Company vs. California, id. ib., 100; Laws of 


Califo 1898, pp. 200 and 618; California vs. Railroad Company, 49 U. 8. 
. i vs. California, 162 U.S. Rep., 91-167; California vs. Rail- 


°° “9 - : 
The detailed history of this episode is presented for the information of any 
interested in an appendix hereto. 


Goaded by provocations such as those here adverted to—and they are but 
ion cases to which similar ones are of constant occurrence—the people 

of California have long looked forward to the expiration of the charter of the 
Central Pacific road for delivery from this body of iniquity. at least for their 
children; and on their behalf we respectfully and earnestly catreat Congress 
not to any act which will continue down to the coming generation any 
of the offense, outrage, and oppression which we have endured from this 
niquitous combination now called he Southern Pacific Company. Deprived 


of the management and power to continue to ame the Central Pacific 


zoe it can hardly fail to go to pieces and relax its grasp on the vitals of our 
It may almost be said that all the known operations of the Pacific railroad 
management in this State are saturated with fraud and dishonesty which 


recur at every turn of their proceedings. 








es 452, 453. 
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DEFRAUDING THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PUBLIC BY FAILURE TO BUILD 
THE ROAD CONTRACTED FOR—THE CONTRACTS ENTIRE. 

Take for example the construction of the Southern Pacific road, of which 
we have spoken above. Its map, which preceded construction, powes . 
road from San Francisco southward through the Santa Clara Valle 
point where it was to commence the ascent of the pass over the Coast 
after crossing which chain of mountains it was to extend through the upper 
San Joaquin Valley, and so on to the State line on the Colorado River. To 
aid in the building of this road they, obtained a land grant of aves 3 10,000. 
acres. The road was designed by Congress to be a com to the 
M yey River and to connect two rare mE nine Gl Coast 
and its finest seaport, ns inde ent and contin: — line of cm with the 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico. No object less important could the 
extravagaat bounty of ond evidently, from the nature o ‘the object 
and the means adopted, the contract was an entire one. The whole r 
mentionei was to bel built for the —— subsidy. Of the road to be 
about a — toa hundred and fifty miles were devoted to crossing t 
pass in the Coast Range and thus connecting the two valleys, and five Desire’ 
or so ran rhrough them, over a soilas rich as ble and as level as the or 
of the rivers that drained them. It was not for a through this 
ecuntry that Con offered its bounty; that constituted =~ of 
inducement, for these yy parties had already buil built a hun and tbe 
miles of r up the San Joaquin for the profit vaerives from building it at 
$26,000 a mile one bonding it for $40,000, and they were going farther. The 
consideration for the lan nt was the construction of the road over the 
mountain pass which was hly important from waititery as well as com- 
mercial considerations. For this the Cons was offered and the difficult char- 
acter of the work was its justification. at did those honest gentlemen do? 
They built the valley parts of the road on both sides of the and drew 
and alienated the rich land fronting on it, leav the connecting road from 
Tres Pinos to Alealde (some 100 miles) unbuilt, and it so remainsto-day. And 
this omission was no accident or afterthought, but intended from the first. 
Charles Crocker writes te Colton, his partner, under date of February 12, 1875 
(Colton 'T meet , page 1621), and after refe toasu tion of Colton to 
‘build 20 or 40 miles on the east side of the San Benito Pass, and then go to 
Congress for a change of line,” says: ‘‘ We intend to build from Goshen to 
Los Gatos close up to and into the eastern — of the mountain toa coal 
mine there; and we have never intended an ought and no portion of the 
old tine will remain unbuilt, except that t rou; the mountains, about 50 
miles,” ete., {it is in fact 100 miles). I had supposed that you 
fully understood this; Huntington does sities Te - 

This being so, on their own confession, made as early as 1875, what sort of 
faith were they practiciu: 0s when they solicited and accepted from Con 
a land grant of over 10,000,000 acres of rich valley land as the price of 
this work, which the confess they never intended to do? Is this the ant 
geet faith Mr. Huntington is using in treating with Co to-day? Are 

is present representations and promises to be measured byit? It certainly 
appears to satisfy the standard of morals he proposes for his conduct in 
sworn examination before the Senate ittee, shown in Senator Mor- 
GAN'S report, e 173. 

Out of one eae roverbially springs another, and “ bad begun makes 
strong itself b Nee = truth is acened in the present instance by an 
imposition on the “th. public as wicked as that practiced on the Goverer 
ment. In building the Southern Pacific road anions ed construc- 
tion, as already shown, and the mort of 1875 covered, as we have said, 
the whole r in this State, existing and contemplated, from San Francisco 
to the Colorado River. 

The route being afterwards iaciy repos = t h traffic, the holders of 
Southern Pacific sixes of 1875 placidl ag bela that map ponte 
are a lien on the continuous ee h line.” 
mere dream; their mortgage is 0% ons one are Ban 
Francisco to San Miguel, the Ger from eae to Fort Yuma—and these 
are sevarated from one another by the mountain chain above mentioned, the 
pass over which rises to 1,964 feet above tide, to build over which will 
not less than six millions! eee such connection the 
are of but trifling value com: to the amount of the mortgage bonds 
the latter are a fraud on the public. There are about thirty-two eollllane of 


them outstanding! 
In nearly similar light are the bondect the same concern lest terued, called 
‘first consolidated Le dae non i That m eis Spon 5 


roads leading practically from no sinente no 
rate eee ihorwige mortgaged ortgaged. These are 


these twenty- e 


for 

for twenty Years pest at corner of Third and Townsend 

block of eroued by sho feo’, dees, baetioing to the Southern Pacific Company 
(of Kentucky). The same concern owns used for the 
receipt and delivery of freight. Not _. 
railroad companies thatuse it. No ren ‘ound for ises 
in their reports, or anything to indicate ‘chat they do not own the land, a fact 
the knowled, e of with might alarm bondholders. But whenever the mort- 
gagees foreclose and make title to the railroad entering San Francisco, the 
purchasers will succeed only to the ao + a ane tees track along the public 
atreeta as far as the corner of F’ its, where a gate on 
the line of the Southern Pacific Gampany's y y wil shut ieee out of 
the terminal grounds and compel them property wil freight and pas- 
sengers on the public street, and then back the as a wae ee or two to the 
nearest turn-table to enable them to reverse the es 

These are mens of the way tingn ore are managed and financed b 9 
concern, and the repeated occurrence of the like has cnuved those who 
it best to doubt whether this Southern Pacific Company of Kentucky has 
ever been party to a single honest transaction. 
TRE usa PACIFICO CAN BE REORGANIZED ON SAFE AND SOLVENT BASES, 

Y CALLING IN TRE SUMS DUB IT FROM een DEBTORS, 

The cx nt space forbid f 
anbjec has been said te 
- eg relations ot “he Central Pacifi pany to re; 
long held it in their aunee. and the enforcement of its 
them. This one, tt areas Sheet a0 Sar Sven 
pany can easily be reorganized as a trunk line 
competing fairly with all cee. an \ ee Searel of cclvency po Rano 

management, manifestly to theadvan of the Governmentasa creditor and 

of ita own stockholders. In any even’ ree if it Seobelnadd. 


be then offered with » knowledge of what 3 of and what its ea 
copie eae ta ly unknown to anyone but the South- 
< Penicoomn Rone have for so many years managed its affairs 
So its own dastpaction gy pt sek ie teaaditen teduband the paymans or 
cofund this debt as proposed is SSaeiaany Gall hoeeeh to lanpeaioes man- 


lean 
erty ee one, the courts courts sPhohemet see 
ene oan enlarged so as ——— it to 
ment or by todks or eons the company or its tha 
covered from such parties to Congress to instract 


Saec te eee ree 
tees to prepare and report Eh te tote 


We here resume briefly the 
the 


fr 
Zz have for the past 
sand detested of al anew. 


Seeks i. 06 $22, 166, 106.00 


business..... 


SS ee 


eae cesee 


And fr from freight and express..........------.. 
The local business shows the same proportions 

$672,000 

Same For 1800 (paid) Saeed BGS anes 5 OS 

per a each 1897 and 1898 Serer Pe ete eee 2,688, 000 

“E082, 000 


Total ee en ee HERES ORE Ee TEE EES CHEERS CHORES AER OO ED 













cover the 
our merchants, wi 


eS eaae Geaevalens to about 06 per ton on th 
eemetete, under this nefarious ystem, 
and position & maritime eity open to the 


forced loan exacted from 
after thirty days repay- 


printed and contract rates, may amount to half a 


by soliciting and a land 
the the whole Southern road, @ | is of minor importance. 
or more wn rere ae have taken 
tain part of the unbuilt. Their shows breach of 
7 have the pu in the same way as with the Gov- 
rmnmen 000 on to a continuous 
: rail from River, and left a deserts and mountains. 


Union d 


appointed in a conveyances; | business has 
get in the assete of the company end apply euch a0 are net for trans- ae eon 
portation sinking fund nited States . with more leniency mistake 
10, As ae als Gevclices at tae Cuateal Foudlne cant oo dentved roads) which has found e _ 
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Extracts from the Nation referred to above. 
(The Nation, August 11, 1881, pages 113, 114.] 
OVERLAND RAILROAD RATES. 
To the Hditor of the Nation. 


Str: Two paragraphs in the Nation of July 14 (No. 837, 22, 23) indicate 
that you are but imperfectl See dee = ts eket 
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of merchandise, and ited of 
freight for eagh class from New York and other Eastern poluts to San Fran 
<inee, RenngNS Sew Fe ee mn wee 100 pounds for 
class D, are to be the regular rates. t enters | on 
into contracts with merchants here to carry for them at ra that, w the 













shall impers 64 3 goods by their line; not only such as are sent by | movement, which naturally excited surprise as well as indignation among 
rail or the Isthmus, but also such as have heretofore, aa e, those affected by it, was not at isch Gearon. It was, however, soon learned. 
by sea around Cape Horn; and they make him bind oe oot It was purely strategic. The company did not really propose to raise its 
road, aad by such connecting roads as their a ee tariff rates; on the contrary, it was cenky $0 cantly reduce them; but it did 
time to time Seems goods purchased by or for or shipped by or to take full advantage of its position to secure as much as possible of 
to him, = procurement, or indirectly, or with his tinental business. As a first step toward this, it practically did 

know and assent. The contracts declare their object is to give to | away with its — tariff, by the very simple process referred to. Under the 
the Union Pacific ee all goods dealt | open tariff, at the old rates, the larger business firms dealing between the 
in, or handled by : any act of his tending this | two coasts had a choice of routes—that by water and that by rail. They, in 
object cunstitutesa so that he can not even Soy open peetat goods practice, availed themselves of this option by sending their coarser freights, 
Sepoees otherwise rail; this rule is enf omh ee pro- | or those in regard to which time in delivery was immaterial, by water, at the 
that these rates are for his own “7 & must | lower rates; while the more costly wares, or those requiring immediate 
ue —— aoe of his sanpeae shipping marks by anyone relent aed forwarded ene iy optont of Se yen F cific was to 

forwarded to Omaha such as are as this practice. This rais thei ei ; 
Union Pacific Railroad Company. "he ignated ft z z a Se while of tke 
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time—say ee ee amounted to the abandonment of a published and open tariff in favor of a 
Si or eotitns secdiaie bees bese tevead ts into contracts of this | system of private special contracts. = Ps 
description; the man who attempts to import his coarse goods by sea, relying “This move was, ‘ore, not only one of great importance, but it was 
on the rail for such as need more rapid topay such rates on | open to It was made, not by a petty local road, nor bya 
the latter that he can not with his can not even buy trunk but bya t, su , continental thoroughfare. 
Recourse goods in open ‘k here if they have come round the Horn, | As such it might naturally erred that it was made only after ample 
§ that defeat bought, sold, dealt in, Or by” clause, | consideration, ard with the authority of the full board of directors. 
eek goede their importers — See ve ya mer- | however, a a Siugheatiye of - ebeance of ins oomeo of public 
chan’ touches them withou company ve responsibili Ww nion Pacific is now shapex 
$0 chant ieee it septa pa ated pena So mg even at such he is this measure, which practically pat in irons the transcontinental bestnces of 
t — and which, being unable to account | the country, was de by two freight agents, was never, tefore being pub- 
xs Se eee hehe incest sae posoumesd, submitted for eration even to the executive commit- 
result is that <r . at of directors, much less to the full board, and was finally put 
they to come — load wheat for Sqpes, to the w surprise of the public, on the verbal) authority, so far as 
our are to pay on produce sent abroad a te | can of the president and a single director. 








pressed as ours have been by 
or justly as to the remedy, and in their anger seize any weapon at 
careless whom else they may hurt provided 


the 
in railroad 


whole Pacific Coast. 
the com 


offense. Actions 
= has ample 


t 
pase 16 of the 
“In the month of July last,a sudden announcement was mace that the tariffs 


e, they offered to all the la 
their 
in force ore the 


e ex 
has degenerated 
commerce of the world to that of 
an interior town some 2,000 miles west of St. Louis, approachable only over 


With these facts before you, which are known to every well-informed man 
Se aes Sones. ot course, the railroad 
understand why the of prosperity which has spread over the rest of the 


ween 
dollars; it operates Seezentvel to individuals, but to the community 
But the tax levied on - exports in the form of 


rtable — of the State. 
rom the 


commissioners), you can 


last few years has never yet reached California, why all 
and real estate has been steadily falling in value 


eversince the overland railroad wascompleted. Perhaps, too, you willregard 
ity to corporations (especially rail- 
——— in some of our recent legislation. 
~ an directed, stupid, and in some respects unjust— 

was its intention; po pean who have been so Icng and sorely op- 


present monopoly can not always reason 


Grant 


ey can inflict a blow on 


under existing laws, of 


You ani to the courts—at least, so I understand your words 

seeapentl teed weet vigor.” But who can proceed against them, and 

how? I any la pos out a remedy 
vidual ieved. O 


ur railroad commission- 


could doubtless do much on behalf of the public, if not to 


to expose the wrong. But the e 


of justice, you know, 


, and they can only know what is officially communicated to 

ew and their governing majority has just 

Shook tn sonaintng ton oe ren poe ~ well calculated to aid 

orant a oO 

merchant dare sue, lain, or shes let it be known that he is dissatisfied, 

lest he should be siraightway put at a ruinous Ghadvantage with his com- 

Se would be broken up before he 

pee set for trial, and his family might starve while he was awaiting the 
ne 


the kind. No individual 


could get his 


of a man who enters into litiga- 


tion with a company th Keeps all th hooking law 


e 
by some means quieted, and which finds 


that 
leading journals 


firms under standing re- 


commissioners, and auditors of railroad accounts its 
ble friends, is too hard to be voluntarily pursued by any man in 


There is but one remedy for this monster grievance which oppresses the 

; power so to oppose must be absolute! 

this purpose it is not necessa 

lay — ores = no oan 

com once , they sho made public, and no 
ae 


taken from 
to establish rates of 


the roads in all their departments 


su 
d be 


rvision by Government, 
anished as a public 


Ww 
for damages and like private remedies are wholly ineffi- 


wer to remedy all evils in the overland system 


for it built on Congressional legislation; and its just 


control of that system, judiciously exercised, could not fail to be attenced 
with beneficial resul 


its in the whole om of connecting roads 
committee of investigation, with 


needed is a Congressio: : 
Je mek tte means to examine thoroughly into all existing abuses in 
e Ss and Central c roads and their leased and 


can not do a better public service than by aiding 


nes. The Nation 
and enforcing through its columns the demand for such an investigation. 
San FRANCISCO, July 28, 1881. 


JOHN T. DOYLE. 


[The Nation, December 8, 1881.] 
OVERLAND RAILROAD RATES. 


To the Editor of the Nation. 


Srr: Since the publication of my letter on overland railroad rates in the 
li, Mr. Charies F. Adams, jr.. has caled my atten tion to 
t 


a: a e tem of special freight contracts and unlawful discrimi- 
nation —_— charges. asset forth in the report of the Government direct- 
ors of the Un : for the year ending June 30, 1878. 


I quote 


over the Pacific roads had been alteged. and 
cation of certain articles had been changed, the rates 


upon others had been advanced from 50 to 100 per cent. 


The reason of this 


rae pee an effectual stop to shipments under the open tariff, while, at the 
firms which would contract to make 

its wholly by land rates at a reduction even from those 
quae. It was thus a distinct step backward, for it 


It is, 


, that 
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‘Jt is unnecessary tocomment on such a method of corporate management. 
It speaks for itself. Meanwhile, so far as the measure is concerned, the ob- 
jections to it are apparent. The through business over the Union Pacific is 
rnainly done by large houses. This is natural enough, for such houses can, 
of course, doit most cheaply. The measure under di on, however, made 
it impossible that this business should be done by any but the large houses. 
They have special contracts covering it at less than the published tariff rates. 
More than this, it locks up, in secrecy, transactions which more than all oth- 
ers should be public. The special contracts may be equal as between ship- 
pers, or they may not. The directors have every reason to believe that they 
are, but they none the less are lacking in that element of publicity which in 
os matters will always remain the one real safeguard against discrimina- 
tion.” 

The contract here referred to, andso justly condemned, did not contain the 
“ boycotting” clause —s in my former letter; they merely bound the 
merchant to transport all his freight by rail, viz, “all goods purchased by 
or for and shi or consigned to him by his procurement, directly or indi- 
rectly, or with previous knowledge or consent; ” he was still free to deal 
in goods which had reached here by sea, oon he could not import them so 
himself. Next year, or the year follow he ** bought, sold, dealt in, or 
ha:adled by ’ clause was introduced, which “ boycotted ” all notimported 
by rail, so far as the railroad companies’ customers were concerned. The 
were forbidden to buy, sell, deal in, or handle them. Last January the rail- 
road companies gave another turn to the screw and introduced a clause which 
boycotts not only the goods but the importers. The merchant who holds a 
freight contract with co! is import bound” not to seil or deliver 


. 


mpan 

goods to anyone who is in the habit. of im: otherwise than by rail. To 
show that there is no mistake about this hu ting exaction, I inclose on a 
separate slip the text of the covenant, as well as that of the corresponding 
clause in the contracts of the preceding year. They are clipped from the 
columns of the Grocer and Country Me t,a 1 trade journal, which 
published them, with a vigorous protest, at the time Lf were forced upon 
our merchants. The space of the Nation is too valuable to insert them in 
extenso here, but let them go into your advertising columns with a note of 
reference. They divide the impor merchants of the whole Pacific Coast 
into two classes , those who bind themselves to import exclusively by 
rail and those who refuse to doso. These two classes are forbidden by the 
railroad company to have any di with one another. 

I make no comment on this pr , for I have no language equal to it, 
but I hope that the Nation will do so, for I have reason to believe that it will 
not be without effect. I pass to another item of railroad management. 

Sugar refining was introduced here in 1855, and soon grew to be a a eg 
importantindustry. Even paying ae on raw stocks imported from ila, 
it was found _— le to manufactare here at a profit compete with East- 

e 


ern goous to extent of the refined ones and sirups consumed on_this 
coast. The price was, of co ted by the cost of laying down New 


urse, noe 
York sugars here. The Hawaiian treaty removed the duty from our raw 
stocks and gave our refiners a clear advantage of 2} cents per pound over 
their Eastern rivals. Still, Eastern crushed sugar had a slight preference, 
and could always be found in our market and at ee price 
as domestic. Last January all this suddenly changed, and rm sugars 
disappeared from the market. The reason assigned was that the railroad 
companies had raised the freight on refined sugar from 1 cent per nd to 
2--a rate which forbade importations. Ths reader may be surp that 
they should thus impose a protective duty (for that is evidently what it is) 
so high as to cut off their own revenue from the trade; but, though strong 
protectionists, they are not such fools as that. It now comes out that they 
received a full consideration for their action. The Chronicle, of this city, has 
brought out the fact, and it is uncontradicted, that the advance in freight is 
the result of a bargain with the principal refiner here, thinly disguised under 
the form of e« transportation contract,* whereby, fora consideration of $100,- 
000, they consent to impose this rohibito duty on Eastern sugars for the 
current year. The Chronicle publishes statistics of 


r imported from the 
islands, etc., to show that through the operation of 


treaty the Govern 
ment loses about $2,000,000 per annum, while by the action of the railroad 
companies the — of this coast are mulcted about eight hundred thousand 
more in the en ced cost of sugar. Its attack is mainly on the treaty and 
the refiner, Papers in the op te interest defend the action of the railroad 
companies by the usual protectionist arguments, encouragement of home 
industry, etc. The whole public is, however, as it seems to me, more inter- 
ested in a question back of his, and which [ venture to think lies at the bot- 
tom of the whole railroad problem, viz: What right hasany railroad com 
to impose a protective duty on sugar or any other comm 
one State into another? And what is the system of classification adopted by 
all our railroad wee as the basis of freight charges but a system of 
protective duties under another name? The overland companies, by their 
scandalous imposition of this duty on sugar, have brought this question 
uarely to the front, and incidentally su; the true remedy for such 
abuses, The latter, if you will permit, I should like to discuss he 


reafter. 
JOHN T. DOYLE. 
SAN FRANCISCO, November 23, 1881. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BERRY, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3375) authorizing the construction of a bridge 
across the Columbia River, in the State of Washington, reported 
it without amendment, 

Mr. PASCO, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H.R. 6750) to authorize the mayor and city coun- 
cil of Monroe, and the police jury of the parish of Ouachita, La., 
to construct a traffic bridge across the Ouachita River opposite 
said air sopertes it without amendment. 

Mr. GREW, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
whom was referred the amendment submitted by Mr. Squtre De- 
cember 21,1896, intended to be co to the general deficiency 
ae bill, submitted a favorable report thereon. 

. McMILLAN, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 6776) to provide an American register 
for the bark Vila, reported it without amendment, and submitted 
a report thereon. 

r. FRYE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom the 
subject was referred, a bill (S. 3494) providing for an 


* The transaction is —— to be in the shape of a contract to transport for 
the refiner 6,000,000 pounds of sugar at 2 cents per pound. Of course they 
oould not any dealer a less rate than that voluntarily paid by solarge 
@ customer who pays his freight and is not atall particular as to the trans- 
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examination of the im ts at the Pass of Aransas, Texas; 
which was read twice by its title. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3089) to provide an American nee oe the 
wa adversely thereon, the bill was 
indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2978) to amend section 4488 of the Revised Statutes, relat- 
ing to life-saving appliances on shipboard, reported adversely 
thereon, and the bill was 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3398) to provide an American register for the bark EZ. C. 


Mowatt, of Philadelphia, Pa., reported it without amendment, and . 


submitted a report ; 

Mr. PLATT. From the Committee on Indian I report 
back favorably an amendment to be proposed to the 

bill. I ask that it may be referred to 

priations. I submit a written report with it, which I ask may 


also be se aed ree to Os es ee 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Pasco in the ). It will 


Mr. DAVIS. I desire to have the bill a to refer certain 
claims for Indian depredations to the Court of , which was 
introduced by me on December 15, 1896, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs instead of to the Comniittee on Indian Depre- 
dations. By the indorsement on the bill it was to be 
referred to the Committee on Indian but by mistake it 
went to the ee ; 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Thechange of reference will bemade. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (8. 3487) relating to the juris- 


diction of the court of appeals of the District of Columbia; which 


was read twice by its title, and referred to the on 
Pacific Railroads. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3488) to create a board of trustees 
of the Union Pacific Railroad Company and the Central Pacific 
Railroad Company, and to fund the bond debts thereof, and for 
other purposes; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
the Committee on Pacific Railroads. 
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master James E. Tolfree, 1 States Navy; which was 

ce e, an a 

clssginoiced sil S300 th tlt of Ba Gk 

ni ' 

title, and referred to the Committee on Naval ay 
Mr. COCKRELL (for Mr. Surrm) in to 

remit the time ties on the 

was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

merce. . : 





Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill ee 


referred to the ttee on 
INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA. 


Mr. MILLS. I introduce a joint resolution, which I ask may 
— shall wish to-morrow morning to 
upon - 


be read and laid on the 
submit some 











and expen by the Presideut ae 
MILLS subsequentl 
Se an mepreetresoer 


I introduced a joint resolution 


As the Senate has agreed to adjourn over until Mon- 
i aes ak i tall Gaien the attention of the Senate on 
Monday morning. 


ree ee TO SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
A ee re 


ome ce cree Senin 
y and ordered to be 


ted. 
pain CLASSIFICATION AND GRADING OF CEREALS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I have in my hand a bill which I think will 


command the attention of the Senate and its unanimous 

A stssiler bil. hae sieney the Senate in the last 

It is now reported from ae oe eee eee 
estry. oe 6 for fixing a uniform standard of 
classification and tho feeding farming associations 
and for other purposes. 

the country o0 ee oe fe of, the till, and there 
can be no Tioeujection toit. Censnitees on ture 
and F recommended it with some slight amen im. I 
<= read. 


Se 
VICE PRESID ENT. The Senator from Ohio asks for the 
present consideration of a bill, which will be read for information. 
The SECRETARY. A bill (S. 858 a ene soem 
standard of classification an of wheat, corn, oats, barley, 


and r ae a 
Mr. CULLO her yarpone 


Mr. TELLER, I [should like to inquire what committee that 


bill comes from? 
Mr. CULLOM. Thatis what 1 should like to know. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The bill comes from the Committee on Agri- 
oer ie 

he ak oh tooo eae Wi thes ad oc % 
of the country, an ongs 

the ceeainies on Interstate Commerce, I Soe Rs bill dee 

never hand al thd teamanby bel 


Mr. SHERMAN. It was reported from the Committee on Agr 
culture and Fo: 
Mr. CULLOM. not from our committee. I do not think 


nee t to be considered until some proper committee that 
has con See 
Mr. CHANDLER. I suggest to the Senator that, in order to 
es Se One transportation by rail- 
roads, we have the text of the bill 
Mr. TELLER. I wish to salsa calbiisitisn titiie sewrinnstiiied 
for the first time or whether it is on the Calendar. 


Mr.SHERMAN. Ihavealready stated that the bill was reported 

{oleae posed meena , and that a simi- | its 
ar was passed eence, 5 unanimous con- 
; but it was not acted upon in ouse. It is still 


in the other House. Fs Sekt tae sehen ie weemented 
Bet wap Baw py yn orga te: ener mary apes tra It 
oe des for a uniform classification of the grains raised by 

can see no objection to it. However, the Senator from 
waz, CULLOM: “Tsimply want f ae the auunlinn, of the 
classification of oun anand o 


mittee on 
Mr. 
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show she what purpose a law of Congress shall classify farm 


Mr. GEAR. It simply authorizes a classification under the 
direction of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Mr. CHANDLER. For what ree Why is it to be done? 

Mr. GEAR. Suppose the gentleman orders a carload of grain 
from Chicago, or a shipload of grain from abroad to this country 
pet | fr steamer. There nothing said about the classification, 
whether it shall be the Chicago classification or the New York 
classification. In the absence of sucha classification, the bill pro- 
vides that the purchaser shall be bound by the classification made 
under the bill, under the direction of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If our States-rights friends are willing to 

vote for that, I am. 


Mr. HOAR. Let us hear the bill read. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It is a short bill. 


Mr. CULLOM. Let us hear it read. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read. 
. The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of Agriculture be, and he is hereby, 
-_ a xt according as — ns ma aoe — enactment hereof, to 
as he ma 


prescribe, such 
teats ee x rye, oa 


and barley as in his tan 
ment the ans pl e warrant and permit, ha’ aoeeeae to the stan 
ard, es now zed by the several c rs of 
ard, classification, trade of “~ = States: Provided, however, That 
reference to such classifi and grades shail serve only as a guide 
and in the matter of Goterwinine and es the Secretary the 
U herein provided for; but he i not be controlled 
thereby, shall determine and fix such standard and such classifications 
and grades as will, in his judgment, best subserve the interest of the public 
in the conduct of interstate trade and commercw in grain. 
SEc. when such standard is fixed and the classification ond quotes 
u the same shall be made matter of permanent record in the 
tural ent, and oe ® notice thereof shall be given in such 
manner as the Secretary thereafter such classifications and 
shall be known as the United tates standard. All persons interested 


have access to at such convenient times and under such rea- 


sonable antetions s as the means | may prescribe; andon payment of such 


Ss es cory mew axa certified on y ¢ the classification 
ose who may apply for the same. 

Szc. 3. That from deem cor etter days — such classifications and des 

have been determined w 


and fixed, and dul oP laced on record as herein 
taken and held to be the 


upon: Provided, however, That in interstate trade 
if oe senetanee thereof, or his authorized agent, shall 
fication, or grading shall not be required 
to the owner thereof or to his author- 
t, or toa mill or private storehouse; or to a public warehouse for 
da in a special bin; or, the purchaser conserting, to a purchaser thereof; 
or, if ed to a market where the usages of trade recognize sales of 
won by sample, when the consignor shall direct its sale by sample. 
Mr. HALE. That seems to me to be avery sweeping bill. It 
‘a to be an assumption of great power on the part of the Gen- 
Government. I did not discover in listening to the reading 
anything in the bill that reserves any classification that may have 
been made by a State or by any other authority. The only reser- 
vation is the sweeping enactment of the bill in favor of private 
contracts or agreements where a classification has been made. I 
do not suppose that would &pply in hardly any case. It proposes 
to confer upon the Secretary of. Agriculture the enormous power 
of fixing absolutely classifications touching these great subjects of 


I do not think that a bill of this kind ought to pass without Sen- 


ators having an opportunity to examine it, and without debate, 
which, it seems to me, will certainly arise whenever it ‘s put upon 


Mr. SHERMAN. The bill was passed by the Senate at the last 
Congress. 
Mr. HALE. The Senator from Ohio says it was passed at the 
last Congress. The truth is, we passed a great many bills where 
uests are made for unanimous consent without Senators con- 
the subjects-matter, and they never get the illumination 


that only comes by debate. I do not think this is one of a class of 
by 5 that ought to a go through without discussion. 
ALLEN. id the bill pass the Senate in the last Congress? 


Mr. HALE. I understand the Senator from Ohio to say it did. 
But was there a discussion of it? I did not know it. 
Mr. ALLEN. This is the first I ever heard of the bill. 
Mr. HALE. The Senator from Ohio says it was passed. Was 
it discussed? 

Mr. CULLOM. The Senator from Nebraska says it is the first 
time he ever heard of it. 

Mr. ALLEN. I Siaeiehsia the Senator from Maine to object 
to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. HALE. Yes; I think it had better go over. 

Mr. acti I think it ought to go over by all means. It is 
y destructive of the interests of the producer of grain to 


= pat all his ts in the hands of the Agricultural Department. 
Has the bill been printed and laid on our tables, I 
should ik like to in 


uire? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill is on the Calendar. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It was printed long ago. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is Order of Business 950 on the 
Calendar. 

Mr. BATE. It is certainly a very important bill, and needs 
attention. I think it ought to be laid on our tables. 

Mr.GEAR. Mr. President—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that objection 
is interposed to a consideration of the bill. ; 

Mr.GEAR. Iwill just state that the passage of the bill is desired 
by many boards of trade and by the agricultural societies of this 
country. It is indorsed, I believe, in a certain degree by the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, and is asked by our farmer friends. 

I will only state in one moment that the classification referred 


to simply relates to a case where there is no other classification | of 


agreed wpon. If you or I order a carload or shipload of grain sent 
at the classification of the Chicago Board of Trade, this measure 
does not interfere, but where no amas has been made the 
parties shall have a right to demand a national classification. 

Mr. ALLEN. I donot know anything about who has petitioned 
for the passage of this bill. Ican not sayanything respecting that 
matter. But weall know thatthe producers of grain in this coun- 


try sell without any special contract. They have practically noth- | 


ing to do whatever with classifying their grain. Here the 

to classify their grain is taken entirely of their hands by the 
bill, the classification made by the Secretary of iculture, 
which will be usually the classification made by of trade, 
becomes a legal classification, binding upon the ucer of grain 
in the courts of the country, which he can not dispute, notwith- 
standing the grain may higher than it has been classified by 
the Secretary of Agriculture or by his agent. , 

Mr. 8 MAN. I should like to say a word. I have bee 
remuested to favor the measure by the farming associations in my 
State and I have also received communications from other States. 
t introduced the bill at their request at this session, and in the 
last Congress I knew it was passed by the Senate. I do not know 
whether there was any debate w it or not. But I have read 
the bill very carefully and I not find that it imposes any 
restriction whatever except such as wil! tend to protect not only 
the purchasers, but the consumers and producers, and by which a 
classification of the different kinds of grain may be 
standard. It does not make so much difference w 
ard is, so that we can have a standard, and wheat can be bought 
or sold according to a certain standard. This proposed law does 
not take 7 t from anyone to make a contract for any 
standard he c it ns mee reserves that right. 

So far as the bill is concerned, I have done my duty. It was 
referred to the proper committee, the Committee on Agriculture 
and Forestry, and reported with some slight amendments. The 
bill was by the Senate, as I said, in the last Congress. I do 
not recall whether there was ee it or not, but at any 
rate I think it is a bill that if ators will read they will favor 
especially those who represent cultural States, like my friend 
from N ent [Mr. ALLEN]. ith these remarks, I am pérfectly 
willing to leave the matter to Senate. 

Mr. CULLOM. When I rose befoge in reference to this bill, 
Me ee ee 
ques ee ee 

Mr. SHERMAN. Oh, no; not at all, 

Mr. CULLOM. Therefore I made the remark that it ought to 
be referred to the Committee on Interstate ee ee 
charge generally of that subject. But I find that it does 
the question of transportation, and so far as I am concerned, while 
I should like to have an opportunity to read the bill over before it 
is put upon its passage, I do not desire to move to refer it to any 
otuer committee, unless the Senate seems to think it ought to be 
done. I think, though, the bil ought to go over until morning, so 


ee 
Mr. ALLEN. Has the bill been reported from a committee? 

Mr. CULLOM. It was reported from the Committee on Agri- 
culture and Forestry, I understand. 

Mr. ALLEN. I want to make a suggestion in answer to the 
Senator from Ohio. The Senator seems to think that it is some- 
thing in favor of the bill that it has preserved the right of con- 
tracts. I submit to the Senator from Ohio that Congress has not 
the power to trench upon the right of contracts; that they must 
be regardless of your law. But the trouble with this 


iil is that an arbitrary grade established by the Secretary of | 


Agriculture becomes bi , in ease of litigation, upon the seller 
of wheat or cereals of any kind who may come under its provi- 


sions. 

er ino ng It applies only in cases where there is no con- 
ract as to grai 

Mr. ALLEN. Exactly. | 

ifr. SHERMAN. The right of private contract is preserved. 
Mr. ALLEN. But we must legislate in the light of the fact 
ee ee re ene me Geutnete Sor 
eir prod 

Mr. HALE. And never make any. 


bushels of wheat. fixed 
eng Crvetnet, Sh ee oe 
of wheat. Sometimes 


more than at other times. 


it is worth considerably 


wheat so as todescribe it—soas to say grade No. 1 


and such qualities,etc. It is sold 
but contracts differ. 


uf 


fee 


i: 


in that way now by 


on the 
private con- 












‘ot the least. 
the 
of trade. 


nei 
; 
: 


suppose he is controlled by the 


5 5 he 
of boards There is no remedy, is there, to the 


producer of grain is then really at the 


HALE. He is atthe mercy of the Secretary of Agriculture. 
DAVIS. Mr. President-—— 
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HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the postal laws relating to second- 
mail matter 


read twice by 


its title, and referred to the 


was 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
DISTRICT TELEPHONE LINE. 
The joint resolution (H. Res. 205) authorizing the buil of 
a taaione line in the District of 


time ig Ae title. 
Mr. Mc 


le for information. 


Columbia was read the 


o e en Se eee orn Se LO 
PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read at 


e joint resolution was read the second time at length, as fol- 


lows: 


Resolved, ate... Sind authority is hereby granted to William J. Browning 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representativ: build a telephone line from 
the House folding focus $0. the mew ennex f the 


Building, corner of North 


street 
the Government poles now on North Capitol street. 


Mr. McMILLAN. ge ae 


resolution has just passed the 


other House, and it is a of importance. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
“Te tee a objection the joint resolution considered 
no oO . a was 
as in Committee of the Whole. 
The joint resolution was to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third , read the third time, and passed. 


WESTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


The morning business is closed, and 


the Calendar under Rule VIII isin order. The first case on the 


Calendar will be 


The bill (S. 811) to provide a district and a marshal for 
the western judicial district of the State of Routh Careline wae 
announced as first in order, and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to its consideration. 


is 


7 Committee, the 


PLATT. I should like to 


tee M. I inquire if that bill comes from the Judiciary 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It has been reported from the Judi- 
Chair understands. 


of the chairman of the 


Cc 

Judiciary Committee about this bill, for, although a member of 

the committee, I-do not remember about it. Does it involve the 

salaries of two sets of officers in South Carolina when there is now 
district attorney 


at which they now are, and then 
not think 

Com: 

session. It the of the 


two judicial dis- 

See eee con Sue ene en aon 

attorney for one of the districts have performed the duties for the 

other. This bill provides for a separate marshal and a separate 
If thie ball 
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be signed by the President, then it will be necessary to insert in 
the bill such diminution of the salaries of 


proper; but it never has been the custom, in creating new districts 
oI eel new ee “< — kind, to put such a provision inio 
or P ; 
Mr. CULLO If the Senator will allow me, I think that in 
ae of salaries for the marshals of that State, with all 
) there was a reference in the statute to the peculiar 
tion of affairs in that State; but whether additional legisla- 
would not ie ponent in order to specify the duties of the 
and the district attorney, I am not sure. The Senator 
South Carolina perhaps has before him the statute which 
passed at the last session; and if so, I should like to hear what 


t 
Mr. TILLMAN. I have not the statute before me, but I know 
the substance.of it. It provided that the duties of marshal and 
district attorney of the eastern district should be performed and 
salaries fixed under it, but it provided for a division of the 
salaries—I have forgotten the exact amount—I think it was $2,500 
for the western district and $1,500 for the eastern district. They 
are already differentiated or separated by the last statute fixing 
| ae renga of the district attorneys and marshals of the various 
ic 
Mr. CULLOM,. I hope the Senator will allow the bill to go 
over for a minute, in order that we may see what the exact lan- 
guage of the statute is. 

- HOAR. If the Senator will allow me, this bill was reported 
from the Judiciary Committee on full consultation, as I have stated. 
That committee also re as to the matter of salaries in a 
—— salary bill for the district attorneys in the country. 

at was referred to the Appropriations Committee and put cn 
an appropriation bill and was settled after going into conference. 
I met that conference committee—indeed, I think I was one of the 
conferees—but the final action of the two Houses on the confer- 
ence report took place after I left for Europe. So I am not pre- 
pared to answer precisely how that matter was arranged, but! am 
quite sure that is was ; 
Mr. TILLMAN. If the Senator will allow me, it recognizes a 
difference in the districts, and fixes the salary for each district 


4 OULLOM, I will suggest, if the Senator will allow it, 
that the bill be passed over for the time being, so that we can 
it and see if the statute does not already provide for just 

such a situation as will exist if this bill shall become a law. 
Mr. HOAR. No; the statute does not provide for new courts. 
Mr. TILLMAN. I should like the Senator to let the bill go 
through to-day, and then if any change is found necessary it can 
be attended toin the other House. The time is very short, and 
unless we the bill across we are not very likely to get it 

through at this session. 
Mr. CULLOM. I have no objection to the consideration of the 
bill as soon as we can find the provision of the law which we are 
for at this moment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, the bill will 


lie neeeee 

Mr. M. I believe I have the provision of the law here, 

Mr. HOAR. I can give it tothe Senator. Itis just as! stated, 
The provision is: 

For the and western districts of the district of South Carolina, 
$4,500, $2,500 of w shall be for the performance of the duties of distric» 
attorney for the western district. 

Mr. CULLOM. That is all there is of it? 

Mr. PLATT. The salary is also divided. 

Mr. TILLMAN. The salaries are separated. 

Mr. CULLOM. That is the point I wanted settled before the 
fegthation’ so as to be able to determine whether any additional 

tion was necessary. I have no objection to the passage of 


int 
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bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed fora third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
PUBLIC LANDS IN GREER COUNTY, OKLA. 

Mr. BERRY. I ask unanimous consent, out of order, for the 
consideration at this time of the bill (H. R. 7945) to provide for 
the entry of lands in Greer County, Okla., to give preference rights 
to settlers, and for other purposes. I will state it is important 
that legislation shall be had immediately, I therefore make this 

uest. 
y unanimous consent, the Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PRIVATE ARMED BRIG GENERAL ARMSTRONG, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The next case on the Calendar will 

be stated, 


The bill (S. 687) to apply the unexpended balance of the amount 
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heretofore appropriated for the relief of the captain, owners, offi- 
cers, and crew of the late United States private armed brig Gen- 
eral Armstrong, their heirs, executors, administrators, agents, or 
assigns, was announced as next in order; and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, preceeded to its consideration. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Has that bill been called up for consideration? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It has been reached in regular order 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. HAWLEY. From what committee is it reported? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I have no doubt the bill is all right, and I 
suppose the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] is familiar 
with it. 1 know there was something due to a number of people 
in connection with this matter, and I suppose the bill is properly 
guarded as to any future claims for any unexpended portion of 
this appropriation. 

Mr. HOAR. As the Senator appeals to me, I can not say that I 
have now in my memory all the details of the case. The Senator 
from Alabama wa PuGu] who reported the bill undoubtedly 
will remember them. 

Mr. CULLOM. I suggest that the report be read. 

Mr. HOAR. Iwill, however, make the general statement about 
the bill that, on very full debate, both Houses of Con passed 
a bili for the relief of this claimant, in which the tary of 
State was authorized to pay him out of a certain fund in the State 
Department. That was misdescribed in some way in the law. 
The consequence was that the Secretary of State said he did not 
think he was authorized tomake payment unless Congress amend 
the law and made the description of the fund more accurate, whic 
he thought they ought to do. This bill is practically covered by 
the old law, and the bill is made necessary by an error of descrip- 
tion in that law. 

Mr. HAWLEY. As I remember the case, I think a considerable 
 gebee of that appropriation has been paid out, and there has 

n some little controversy as to the persons to whom it should 
be paid; but I have forgotten exactly what the details are. I have 
great admiration for the ant action in which the General Arm- 
strong participated, as I believe everybody has who knows any- 
thing about that extraordinary affair. The Senator from Alabama 
will probably be able to give us the facts rns the case. 

Mr. CULLOM. I think the report should be read; it is nota 
long one, will not take much time, and will enable us to under- 
stand the history of the case. 

Mr. PUGH. The report contains a letter from Solicitor-General 
Conrad which gives the history of this claim, with which he is 
perfectly familiar, and it is set forth in full in the report of the 
Judiciary Committee. I hope there will be no objection to the 
consideration of this claim. It is an old one, and Congress has 
made two attempts to take this unexpended ce of the appro- 
priation and pay it over to the claimants, and it has passed two 
acts, which have failed of execution for reasons stated in the letter 
of the Solicitor-General and in the report of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I think that all the claims have been satisfied, 
as the matter now stands, and the only question is as to the unex- 
pended balance. 

Mr. CULLOM. If they are all satisfied, why oe of this 
balance by giving it to somebody? We had better have a little 
money in the oer § 

Mr. PUGH, I think we had better have the report read. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I mean the claims aside from those of Mr. 
Reid have been satisfied. That is what I meant. Is that not so? 

Mr. CULLOM. I should like to have the report read, Mr. 
President, in order that we may know the history of the case. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. e Senator from [Illinois calls for 
the readin,z of the report, which will be read. 


The Seco tary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Pucu 


Marci 23, 1896: 

The ©. mmittee on the Judiciary have had under consideration the pil! 
(8. 687) tory ae She unexpended balance of the amount heretofore poereees 
sited for 1.:2e reliet of the captain, owners, officers, and crew of the late United 
States private armed brig General Armstrong, their heirs, executors, admin- 
istrators, agents, or assigns, and make the follo report thereon: 

On May 1, 1882, Congress an act ‘auth and directing the Sec- 
retary of State to examine and adjust the claims of the captain, owners, offi- 
cers, and crew of the late United States private brig Armstrong. 
growing rig by a British force in the neutral 

rt of Fayal in September, 1814, upon the evidence established before the 

Sourt of Claims, and to settie the same upon the principles of justice and 


Congress passed 1 natee act coed Pm — making 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1895, and for prior years, 
“in which it is i ovided * that the fant nace bal- 

ance made by the act of May 1, 1882, for the relief of the captain, owners, 

officers, and crew of the United States brig of war l Armstrong, their 
heirs, administrators, agents, or assigns, now under the control of the rt- 
ment of State, shall be a for the game and settlement of the doles 
of Samuel ©. Reid acco: to the now on file in said Department.” 

Gn the 3d of State submitted to the Solicitor- 

together with eighteen inclosur.s, 
ng to Ww amount, if any, he was 
authorized to pay to Mr. the unexpended balance of the 

appropriation made by the said acts of 1882 and 1895. 


equity.” 

On March 21, 
appropriations for 
and for other 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


aS 
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JANUARY 7, 


On A the communication 
Sonaterrat Beate as follows: th ? = 


‘That under the authority of the act of 1882 the Secretary of State, Mr. Fre- 
huysen, ascertained that the amount for 
ment of these claims was $70,739. rn the pare 


That by instrument of writing dated the 12th of September, 1835, the own- 


ers of the vessel, com and a assigned, 
ie come 


prising fifteen 
and set over unto the said Samuel C. his heirs forever, all our 
ht, title, and interest in the late private armed brig Armstrong, 


subject to the payment of each of us of the one-half of moneys that 
may recover foF oF on account of sald Vessel aw - 


t $43,000 was th t awarded by the Court of 
for the losses of the owners of the a See 
t executed by him 


ee oat a ee ee One et 
; October 31, , assigned Samu: . Reid, jr., ‘ right. title, 
and interest to and in the undivided half of sixteen slaseeof ebeske the late 
private armed brig General Armstrong.’ 
een ae ora taer naiveneens blind peg tome bg ee my? 1856, 
the said Capt. Samuel C. Reid assigned to uel C. Reid, jr., * my rights) 
title, and interest whatsoever to and in the late armed brig 
Armstrong, an aestaned to me by Gia steckeese eee ners oe brig. in 
addition to the shares of stock cate re - 
‘nell er may bo resoversl trons aqlborecnmmien oF tea Taes 
Seeeek of aiaelen pl preg n op bee tity 
Virtue of the claim of the Armstrong now pend- 


- itis true that under the assignment 
the owners of the vessel to Capt Samuel C. 
the e and and perform all 

men’ 


agency or means 
“ T have ht it but 
which Mr. Reid has been su 


sixty years have elapsed 


“SP ae tee 
The committee back 
pass, with an amendment striking out the 
Mr. HAWLEY. The Senate will have seen 
was not unreasonable in making an as 
with the unexpended balance. It appears 
of the Attorney-General’s Office was at one time opposed to ¢ 
posing of the remainder, but he now thinks it 
ne t Congress should make Mr. Reid a 
egatee of allthat remains. Probably nobody will ever come, 





bn Coron constaration, a share of it. I find that the bill has 


and I make no further to it. 
M. Ihave listened to the of the report, and 
1 ink closes the fuck shat the hereafter be 
Fg pone nk on Say Sars een i ht 
nd aston sum for sixty I am no 
make SS ene eet = See 
ae ep ind tee reed the third time, 
aed fons ’ 
tofmeng mittee on the Judiciary an amendment, to 
‘strike out the preamble; which was agreed to. 


JOHN N. QUACKENBUSH. 


Mr. HOAR. ae got ie te interfere with the 
of the Calendar, but I ap ne Remade Ses wi Se 
for the relief of John N. ree me sep Bo ee 
United States pew. At the last session the bill passed both 
Houses, but it did not get to the President in time to receive his 
attention. It was called up the other and was before the 
Senate, but went over tem tof a m of 


8.3513) 


ate, to ‘ 
‘Navy of the United States, Dy Smog Fg tage 9 
monter 1 We Saeer ens Dory ot date of August 1, 1883 
the retired list the Navy, as of the date of 
June 1, 1895. But he shall receive no pay or emoluments except 
from the date of such 

The bill was reported to the Senate canie nihiatdtaataiiihiaeaas ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

Mr. HALE. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be 
to meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


OSOAR A, BULETTE. 
7. HAWLEY. Iask unanimous consent to call up the bill 
(H. R. 5407) to remove the oe eee new Seeding 
against Oscar A, Bulette, known title as Austin 
\Bulette, late a. ° ogee. - Fifty-cscena Infantry 
‘Volunteers, d 
There 
‘Whole 


consider the 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
WILLIAM B. ELLIS, 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent for the 
consideration of yay ef er 2259) for the relief of W B 
Ellis. The bill has been eee favorably by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and proposes to correct the record of the soldier. 

peers eS ae Oe as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs with an amendmen 
‘line 4, after the words ‘‘directed to,” to strike out all of the 
down to and incl the word “date,” in line 9, and insert in 


aca emiaeaaee 
Field Orders, No. 194, from the 
eesereke ves 


st the Boe apa oreo es 
Be ea orie st estas eee 
‘for worthlessness 
on hansen” 
accordingly. 


{oer dntantry and ie and to issue to 
‘able discharge as of date Th eth eed to cect 


So as to make the bill read: 
) me tS enacted, a hae Reet Crh agree eae 


e 


one Denereegen ot the Guasberland: deter 16, 

‘ pagpation of Dn inteatey ana captain of Sedeeen y 1, Soventy-ainth 
; ot linen Volunteer me we ocmeremns bata teem the service 
“for worthlessness as an officer,” then to tion and to 
ieee eedioge Pest Hise bounty. pone aeaserecs has 
record + no ‘ othe % 
‘ances shall become due or paya bie bp eee era ot tt ok —_ 


The amendment was 


agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 


The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 
‘read a third time. 


The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
WILLIAM E. BOND, 
Mr. PASCO. I ask unanimous consent that the first bill in 


,order on the Calendar may now be considered. It is the bill (S. 
2393) for the relief of W E. Bond. 


being no —— the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to consider the bill. It authorizes the Secre- 








tary of the Treasury to to William B. Bond, of Edenton, 
Chowan County, N. C., $907 43. 

The bill was reported. to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
DONATION OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 

Mr, CARTER. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 3219) donating condemned cannon and 
—— balls to the Wadsworth Post, Grand Army of the Repub- 

of Helena, Mont. 

Mennere being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole pepeoeen to consider the bill. 

Mr. CARTER. I move to amend the bill by striking out the 
elem **the Navy” in line 8 and inserting the word ‘‘ War. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BLackBuRN in the chair), 
The amendment will be stated. 
The Secretary. In line3 it is pro to strike out the words 
“the ee and insert the word ‘‘ War;” so as to read: 
the Secretary of War be, and he is, directed to deliver to Wadsworth 
Post, big end Army of the Republic, Helena, Mont., two condemned cannon. 
The amendment was to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 

ment was concurred in 

The bill was Solera’ "to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

JOSHUA BISHOP. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let us now proceed with the Calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next case on the Calendar 
will be stated. 

The bill (S. 2388) for the relief of Joshua Bishop was announced 
as next in order, and the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 

ed to its consideration. It confers on the Court of Claims 
urisdiction to try and determine the claim of Joshua Bisho 
against the United States for pay alleged to be due and unpai 
to him as lieutenant-commander of the Navy from February 9, 
1868, to February 28, 1871. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

FISH HATCHERY IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON. 

The bill (S. 470) granting to the State of Washington certain 
lands therein situated for the p wares of a fish hatchery was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whol 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 

DONATION OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 

Mr. LINDSAY. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 7777) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Navy to furnish condemned cannon to Fort Thomas, Ky. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 


Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 
= LL. Whatisthatfort? Is it a United States fort? 
Mr. LINDSAY. It is a United States fort, a garrison, and 


regimental station. 
HILL. The only point about it is that I was about to sug- 
gest to the Senator from Keritucky whéther the case is not cov- 
ered by the general bill which we have already passed, authorizing 
the Secretary a the Navy and the Secretary of War to give or 
loan to municipalities and various organizations condemned can- 
non. The reason why I ask him if it is not covered by that meas- 
ure is because he speaks of it as Fort Thomas. 

Mr. LINDSAY. I do not think it is covered by that measure. 
It is a United States fort, regimental station, and barracks. 

Mr. HILL. I should suppose, then, that ‘the Secretary of the 
Navy could do it at his Geeretion without any bill. I have no 
= to the bill, however, unless it is covered by the general 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed fora third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
PROPOSED INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next case on the Calendar 
will be stated. 

The bill (H. R. 9188) authorizing the appointment of a nonpar- 
tisan commission to collate information and to consider and 
recommend legislation to meet the problems presented by labor, 

culture, and capital, was announced as next in order. 
r. PLATT. Let the bill go over. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Connecticut 
asks that the bill shall be passed over. 

Mr. PERKINS. This bill has been upon our Calendar since 
last June. We have been waiting anxiously to reach it, and it 
seems to me it should be disposed of at this time. It is a meas- 
ure of creat importance, I think, and it is entitled to the consid- 
eration of the Senate. Jt should either be passed or defeated. I 
hope the Senator from Connecticut will therefore permit the 

to be considered at this time, as we have reached it in its reg- 
ular order. 





Mr. PLATT. The bill can not be considered under the five- 
minute rule. It is a very important bill, and there are serious 
objections to it. 

Mr. PERKINS. or that it be made the special order 
for next Monday at 2 o’c 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, 7 
moves that the bill shall be made 
op. Monda: 


Mr, PERKINS, I will besa’ 
Fe PLATT. ‘The Senator 


Mr. ALDRICH. 
sent. 

Mr. PEFFER. I suggest to the Sena’ —_— a that 
if he would move to make the bill to w. the regular 
order, to be taken up immediately after the conclusion of the bill 
which is now the regular order, perhaps he might attain his 
object. 

Mr. ALDRICH, Isu + that it is not in order—~ 

a PERKINS. It is in order to make a motion fot-a special 
order. 

Mr. ALDRICH, Oh, y 


if that course can be 
California does not propose 


It can not be done except by unanimous con- 


is clearly in order, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. = the potent of the Chair, 
the motion of the Senator from O : 


Mr, ALDRICH. Undoubtedly, 
The PRESIDING a “The question is on 
the motion of the Senator fr —_ ornia, that ee the 0 fie 
of which has been stated Secretary shall be be made a special 
order for 2 o’clock on Mon 
Boe PETTIGREW. Ido mot Shane that the bill shall be made 
cial order so as to interfere with the unfinished business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state to the Sen- 
ator from South Dakota that the business prece- 
dence under the rule. 

Mr. PERKINS. aan on sean bijection, I-will 
r 'o remove any possible o on, sug- 
gest Wednesday next at 2 o’clock. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from California 
moves that the bill shall be made a special order for 2 aaa on 
Wednesday next. 


i 
on oor 
r 2 o’clock 
next. before the 
Mr. PE rGREW. I have rae a any elie. apne mate ee Calendar 
See business after we shall 
bill 


Mr. ALDRIOH. I should be 
attention of the Senate to 

Mr. PLATT. I 

Mr. ALDRICH, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate is now 
under te zune to which the Senators refer, 


RESIDING OFFICER. The Chair willask the Secretary 
“erence of Rule X, 


.CALL. I sug “ to the Senator from ees _ the bo 


resolution reported e Committee on Foreign Re 
relation to the inde ought to 
sideration of this y, and no order ought to be 
for the consideration of any measure Se y 
would exclude the consideration of that ‘ution. 

Mr. PERKINS. I am in 
the cause which my friend the 
ing. This nan however, is for our own people. It is in the 
interest of the le of ny, and I think we ought to do 
a little talking oak gachene some legislating for our own le 
as well as for the ovprened of C Cuba and Armenia. Therefore, I 
shall insist ee 

Mr. ALDRICH. Commi ehehwhe Ue inniiabeh miele 
cial order until it is ‘ht before the Senate. The first 
to ba done is to get the Senate. 


before the A to make 
oor order is not in order except when iho bill ts before the 


ee. , OOOKRE LL. The bill is before the Senate. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Chair 

tor from Rhode os that the ‘was 
place u the Calen 
Mr. ALDRICH. ‘Sub 


t to ob 
The PRESIDING Subject to. . ho obfeotion applied only to the 


t consideration of the bi 
tconsideration of the bill. 


Mr. ALDRICH. Io tothe 
The PRESIDING OFFI ewan made by the 
ATT 


Senator oe a cee Poe i ai 
passed from considera- 


Mr. ALDRI 
tion of the — 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hardly 
the Senator from Rhode Island, the bill having eon brought 
es core to objection, but reached in its regular order upon the 
© 


Mr. ALDRICH. Undoubtedly— 
ING 


tions in 
sop vag 


to the Sena- 
ly reached in its 


from Connecticut. Then 
California undertook to have it fixed as the special order for 
some future da a 
Mr. ALDRI But in order to do that he must first move to 
take up the bill. 
Mr. PLATT, Notwiths 
Mr. ALDRICH. Notwithstan 


the objection, 
the objection; and then the- 


unless —— 
e Senator from Rhode Island allow mea 


Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL. Deen ne ee ee ee a See we 

bill first before we can make a ae 
Mr. ALDRICH. Undoubtedly, in 
FET 


morning hour, when we 
If motion was mado after 


agrees with | Sena’ 


upon mod aa San rach of the rule a 
_ Showing plainly tha t means 

bill has not gone fs spe go me nt 
0 80 

Mr. RICH. “Sir, President, when the objection 1s made 

nee Saves eee 
ATA motion cam not be made to postpone 




















Shaws engpend in commeves,are ppemetivegtorcs 0 and tothe 

iow —- and demanding legislat in their be- 

half: a therefore, ae or fe ve a hearing and to meet the require- 
this number 





ments tizens, 
which had received fa should be consid- j . Be it Gracted, efc.. That the President of the United States is hereby au- 
ered in hour, or when did take and a commission, to be called the “ Industrial 





thorized and to a 
Commission,” composed as follows: Three mea representative of labor, threo 
men of ure, three men representative of manufactur: 


ing, 





three men representative of business. A majority of this commis- 

shall not belong to any one of the political parties which took part in the 

election. The President shall have the power to remove any 

member of said commission for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malfessance, 
or for any other reason duly set forth. 

mo. 2. That each division of three shall have the right to employ one 

. compensation shall be the same as hereinafter provided 

for a membey of the commission, and one secretary, at asalary of $00 per 

month. The commission shall convene in the city of Washington, D. C., 

within a are after its appointment, and shall organize by the selec- 

tion of one of its members as dent, who shail designate from time to time 









Senate and at the same us an Op to express | one of the secretaries ed for in this section to act as secretary of the 
our views upon the pending q We reached this measure nt and officers shall be chosen by a majority vote 
on the Calendar in its order. The Senator from the commission, and may be removed from office at any time by a vote of 






commission may determine; a the commission shall determine 
the composition of its co; and their duties, and shall appoint 
any subcommissions that may be required as provided for in section 5, and 
committees and subcom ns shall report to the commission. The com- 
mission shall have power to make such rules as it may deem necessary for 


carrying out the of this act. 
Ssc, 3. That it it be the duty of this commission to investigate questions 
rtaining to immigration, to labor, to agriculture, to manufacturing, and to 


two-thirds of the commission eet: shall serve for such term as the 
ay of 










and to recommend to h 1 lation as it may deem best 

id t the lecision of tl q ti row = Congress such legislation as it may deem 
Mr. ALDRICH. I should like to have the read on which ec. 4. That it shall furnish such information and suggost such laws as may 
the motion is be made a basis for uniform legislation by the various States of the Union, in 





order to harmonize conflicting interests and to he equitable to the laborer, 
the cmplerer: the producer, and the consumer. 

SEc. ¢ the commission shall receive petitions and other papers on sub- 
jects pertaining to its duties and give reasonab!e time for hearings, if deemed 
necessary, and if necessary it may appoint a subcommission or commissions 
of its members to make investigation in any part of the United States, and it 
shall be allowed actual Rouse expenses for the same. It shall have the 
authority to send for persons an rs and to administer oaths or affirma- 
tions. All necessary expenses, including reading clerk, shorthand reporters, 

rent for place of meeting, furniture and fixtures, end printing 
and ry shall be allowed; however, not toexceed $50,000 per annum for 











deration e ditures under this section. 
eae eaaneaenie — the a — the | “Inc. 6. That it may report from time to timo to the President of the Unitod 
ration e present COR- | states, and shall at conclusion of its labors submit a final report. 
sideration of the bill, it went over, and objection may, under | Sec. 7. That the term of the commission shall be two years. The salary of 
the rule. be at any time: but it did not take the ,in the | each member of this commission shall be $5,000 per annum and actual travel- 
; 5 ing expenses from the home of each commissioner to Washington and return 







no doubt that it was perfectly competent and in order for 
Senator from i pe Naan, Smee Se ee ee 
or 


once each 

SEc. 8. ‘That any vacancies eo. the commission by reascn of death, 
4 California ’ y 
reached in its order and before the Senate, a special order any 


disability, or from any other cause be filled by appointment of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 







- Suc. 9. That a sum sufficient to ca: out the provisions of this act is hereby 
ven time. : : seemceinas ons any moneysin the Treasury of the United States not 
_Mr. ALDRICH. I have nodisposition to appeal from the deci- appropriated 





Mr. ALDRICH. I caused the bill to be read because I believe 
that when its extraordinary provisions become apparent to the 
Senate it will never vote to make it a special order. I have been 
in the Senate some sixteen years, and it is certainly the most ex- 

ition that has ever been presented to this body 









su an t would involve the by any ing committee. I should like to call attention, very 
of the bill, but a motion to fix a day for its hearing does not | briefly, to some of its provisions. It provides for the appointment 
involve at this time. of a commission of fifteen, as I remember it. 
Mr. ALDRICH. I have Mr. PERKINS. Twelve. 





Mr. ALDRICH. A commission of twelve, at a salary of $5,000 
ayear. To do what? To do the very things that Congress is 
elected to do; that is, to suggest legislation for the benefit of the 
pam of the United States. These gentlemen are to be divided 

to subdivisions, and each one of the subdivisions is to employ an 
attorney at a salary of $5,000 -— (if I am correct, and i think 
Iam), —— men in all to be appointed as a commission 
at a salary ,000 a year, to consider questions of legislation. 
In addition to these salaries the expenses of the commission are to 
t | be —_ They are authorized to employ clerks and employees of 
all ki to aid them in their work. 










measure goes over. I want the Senate to vote upon measure | I do not desire to say anything or to do anything that my friend 
“aye” or “no,” ge he is opposed to it, let him beat it | from California will consider unkind, but I do say that there is 
fairly. The bill I read to him in private in his committee | not a member of the Senate, in my opinion, who will carefully 
room after we adjourn, if he fwishes to hear it; but I a it is | consider the measure and agree to vote for the bill at all, to say 
unfair to take up the time of the Senate at this moment for the 





— ing it a special order at any time. 
Mr. PERKINS, ere were but 2 votes against it in the 
House of resentatives. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Iam sorry for the House of Representatives, 


then. 
Mr. eymenaraaa The Senator’s colleagues in the House sup- 






t. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Iam very sorry for my colleagues. 
Mr. PLATT. If the Senator is in order— 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Senator from Rhodes 











suspend? 
Mr. HILL. The committee presented the bill in the presence of 
the Senate. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Isupposeso. I am not sure but that the Sena- 
tor from New York is a member of that committee. I will not say 


anything to hurt his feelings. 
Me HLL. The Senator will not say anything to hurt my feel- 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator will suspend. The 
hour of 2 o'clock having airived, the Chair lays before the Senate 
the unfinished business coming over from its last session, which 
will be stated. 

The Secretary. A bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free home- 
steads on the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and 
bona fide settlers, and reserving the public lands for that purpose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. e pending question is on the 
first committee amendment, which has been read. The Senator 
from Connecticut [Mr. PLaTT] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FRYE. Where does 
stand his bill to be now? - ‘ 

Mr. PERKINS. It will come up as unfinished business in the 
morning hour at the next legislative session. 

Mr. PLATT. Oh, no. 

Mr. FRYE. When objection was made, Mr. President, the bill 
went to the Calendar under Rule IX; and unless the Senator from 
California asks that it may preserve its place under Rule VIII he 
will find it under Rule IX, and not to come up in the morning hour 
at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that there 
is no unfinished business in the morning hour. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. President—— 

Mr, ALDRICH. I agree with the Chair finally. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator from California had better ask unan- 
imous consent that the bill retain its place under Rule VIII. 
Otherwise it = under Rule IX. 

Mr. PERKINS. Ithank the Senator from Maine for the sug- 
gestion. I ask unanimous consent that the bill may retain its 
place. ~ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request 
of the Senator from California? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. ALDRICH. What was the suggestion? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Seonber from California asks 
unanimous consent that the bill may retain its place under Rule 
Vii on the Calendar. The Chair hears no objection. 


FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. 3656) P oem for free homesteads on 
the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide 
settlers, and reserving the public lands for that purpose, the 
ing question nang on the 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I do not wish to detain the Senate 
long with reference to the bill now under consideration. 

The objections which I have to the bill were embodied in the 
views which I submitted as a member of the committee and were 
read upon the considerafion of the bill yesterday. Perhaps I 
might leave the whole subject there if it were not that some of 
the suggestions which were made by the Senators advocating the 
paseage of the bill seem to require some explanation and some 
criticism on my part. 

The question is a simple and at the same time an important one. 
It is a single issue, and is this: Congress has adopted the policy, 
when extinguishing the Indian titie and the opening to settlement 
of lands in the reservations, that the Government shall be reim- 
bursed for the amount which it may pay to extinguish the Indian 


title. 
Congress has been acting on that policy certainly since 1889, and 
the In by which it 


pend- 
rst amendment reported by the Com- 


whenever it has ‘made an ent wit 
purchased from them a portion of their reservation or paid to them 
sums of money for the purpose of procuring from them the extin- 
guishment of their title it has provided in the act by which they 
were opened to settlement that persons settling upon those lands 
should settle under the homestead laws and in addition should pay 
s sum per acre for the lands which would be equivalent to wes 
the Government had been called upon to pay the Indians. 

Under this policy about 35,000,000 acres of land have been bought 
from Indians, taken out from the Indian reservations, and opened 
to settlement. I say bought from the Indians, for that is practi- 
eally what has been done. The Indians have been paid to relin- 
quish their titles to the lands, and in every instance a sum per acre 
has been fixed in the act providing for the opening of the lands to 
settlement which the settler was to pay. 

For seven or eight years Congress has recognized this policy, has 
acted upon it, during the whole time there has not been asug- 
gestion from any quarter in the United States that that was not 
what the Government ought todo. The people who are now ask- 
ing that the Government shall release tothe settlers the sum which 
they were to pay at the endof their five years’ homestead occupa- 
tion have seen all these acts pass in Congress, have known the 
principle upon which they were framed—I may say have urged the 
passage of these bills in Congress knowing the principle upon 
which the bills were framed—and have never sugges that it 
was not what the Government ought to do. 

It is very strange, Mr. President, that now it should all at once 


e Senator from California under- |: 


be discovered that 

wrong principle during seven or 
pen a great wrong upon 

upon the public lands, a wrong which ought 
at a great expense to the Government, 

It seems +o me that the statement which I have made, which 
will not be contradicted, which can not be contradicted, ought to 
be decisive of this question. I might go further. 

Mr. ALLEN. ill the Senator from Connecticut permit me at 
that point? 

Mr. PLATT. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. So far as the settler, upon Indian lands in my 
State are concerned, they have against the Government 
exacting $2.50 an acre out of them for the last five or six ; in 
fact, since the Great Sioux Reservation was opened to t. 
But in this connection, if the Senator will permit me, there is some 

ride in American ee The people who occupy these 
ands have desired, if they could, by economy and industry, to pay 
for them, but the condi of the seasons and the climate 
been such as to render it absolutely futile for them to attempt 
do so. Knowing that fact, they now come here and ask the Gov 
ernment to resume the policy of free homesteads. 

Mr.PLATT. Well, Mr. t, I think I will 
those subjects. It has been my fortune to be a mem 
ate daring all the period covered. Wy aie peamnanrgl ia 
ate during e 
was a member of both committees at the time the bill 
ing of the Great Sioux Reservation was passed. I can 
a know. _— the ee of the w 

e opening 0: reservation were coupled with a promise 
the settlers should pay a sum sufficient to reimburse the 
ment, or a sum which should be fixed by the Government, for the 
benefit of the Indians. There was no objection to it, but it was 
conceded that it was right that it should be so done. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. What case was that? 

Mr. PLATT. The Great Sioux Réservation. I remember all 
about the ame of 
range around the 
dent, as I shall show; but year after year the 
Senate were persistently urged to open that reservati 
terest of the people who wanted to settle upon it 
represented to be the very garden of the earth. 
Government in allowing such fertile, rich land to remain 

ion of the Indians when white settlers were anxio: take 

t and pay for it a fair price was denounced, Oh, no, Mr. Pre. 

dent, I know all about the opening of these Indian reservatiou.. 
I know all about the passage of these bills. 
Right ae See. I might as well allude to a 
which was e yesterday by the Senator from South ota 
[Mr. Pettigrew] that the objection to the of the pend- 
ing bill came from the East, although he not use the word 
” ,” but that section of er 


largely populated, and about the 
hednavce severe criticism, a good deal of which 


toward me, and I think it is safe to 
do with the into the Union 
ator, an action which I do not feel 
action which I would take again, 
where it han o vil capperting’s fven:ied © Senaetin Semin 
where i a -sup a 
But I am not to be charged with co against the W. 
I think that my conduct here Senate may 
appealed to to exonerate me from any such charge. 

was going on to say that during all the time when these lands 
were being opened for settlement, uring 
gress was importuned to give the white people an 
nity to go upon them, there has never been heard, so far as 
an objection that there was an wrong in the policy of requir 
ing the settlers to pay a sufficient sum of money to reimburse the 
Government. I might go to the ConGREsSIONAL RecorD and 
show that over and over again, when these bills have been under 
consideration, Senators and Representatives i t them 
have referred to the fact that Government was to be reim- 
bursed by pa ant from the slitiene ier i expenditure in extin- 
guishin itle. 

So this thing has not been done in a corner, Mr. President. 
Now the objection is made—and it is a claim 
plausible objection—that the principles of the homestead 
should apply to the settlement of these | 

ged w the lands were 














hen these bills have been passed, and without the 
tion that these lands ought to be opened under the iennateat Oe 
without any payment on the part of the settlers, it seems to me 
that as to these lands the case ought to be considered closed. If 
in the future opening of Indian reservations and extinguishment 
of Indian titles Congress shall be asked to adopt a different cy 
and go back to the homestead law, under which it is desired that 
the lands shall be settled and that the Government shall pay these 
large sums of money which it has to pay for the extinguishment 
of the Indian title and then donate the land, the ques would 
then fairly come up. It would be naturally and p ly an issue 
as to whether such lands should be settled under the homestead 
act; but if there bea bility of anybody being stopped by con- 
duct in a case before Congress, the Senators and Representatives 
who desired these lands to be opened in this way, the settlers, 
“boomers,” as they were called, who desired them to be opened, 
and desired to settle upon them under this understanding, ought 
to be considered as , for their line of conduct, their action, 
has been such as to induce the Governmentto an expenditure of 
over $30,000,000 which it otherwise would not have made, At 
least I think I am fairly entitled to say that the Government would 
never have made this expenditure if it had not been with the under- 
standing that the settlers were to reimburse the Government. 

Take the opening of the Cherokee Outlet. Senators know how 
long that matter was yee before the Senate and how much 
objection there wastoit. It was $8,000,000 the Government paid— 
or about that—to the Cherokee Nation for the extinguishment of 
their title in the Cherokee Outlet, and for the lands when settled 
there was to be ~ at the end of five years’ occupation, under the 
homestead act, for the eastern portion of the land, $2.50 an acre, 
for the middle portion $1.50, and for the western portion $1, ac- 
cording to the value of the land. Does anybody suppose that 
Congress would have expended that $8,000,000, have run in debt 
for it and made a future subsisting obligation, which must be 
paid, if it had not been understood that the Government was to be 
reimbursed? In the discussions here in Congress the fact was al- 
luded to that the Government, paying down a portion only, and 
agreeing to pay interest on the rest, had to wait until the end of 
five years before it received anything in the way of reimburse- 
ment, and then was not to be reimbursed for the interest. It was 
made a ground of objection to the legislation in the Senate that 
the Government was not going to be reimbursed for the interest 
which it would have to pay on $8,000,000 for five years, quite a 
large sum. I think I may say the same with reference to every 
one of these reservations. 

Take the very last reservation, or almost the last one,.the Nez 
Perces Agee mgs the agricultural lands were settled 


upon, and the to pay $3.75 per acre, and where 
the act was only and the President’s proclamation opened 
the lands for ement in 1895. Is it supposed that we would 
have negotiated with those Indians and paid them a price which 


was valent to $3.75 an acre for their lands—this desert, arid 
land that is talked about—if it had not been understood that the 
Government was to be reimbursed? There were settlers there 
who were quite ready to take those lands at $3.75 an acre, as there 
were in O oma in relation to the Cherokee Outlet. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. 1 should like to ask the Senator a question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Bacon in the chair). Does 
=. ae from Connecticut yield to the Senator from South 

ota. 

Mr. PLATT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The Senator says there were settlers there 
ready to take those lands. Who were the settlers who were read 
to take the lands? The people of those Territories and States 
had land and could not go on the reservation. 

Mr. PLATT. Ido not know where they came from, but I think 
that within a year’s time two-thirds of agricultural lands of 
that Indian reservation had been entered for settlement. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Con- 
necticut yield to the Senator from Nebraska? 

Mr. PLATT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLEN. I only wanted to call the attention of the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut.to the Republican platform of 1896 on this 


subj 

Mr BLATT. Do not undertake to break me up in that way. 
If it is anything about the Nez Perces, J shall 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator permit me to read it in this 
connection? 


Mr. PLATT. It was read yesterday, and it has been alluded 
to several times since this matter was before the Senate. 
Mr. ALLEN. It is as follows: 


We believe in an immediate return to the free-homestead f the 
Republican party, and urge the passage his Gonoeene olf beanie howe 


homestead measure— 
Sa taring to thie SBontioa bill. 
Mr. PLATT. If Iam accused of violating any portion of the 


Republican platform, I prefer the accusation shall come from a 
member of my own party, rather than from members of other 


is barely possible that a member of ancther party might be in a 
position to judge whether a Republican is living up to the faith 


of his party, or whether the platform was simply promulgated to 
deceive voters. 


I hope I may.be able to get back to the Nez Perces Reservation, 
which Is. 
talking about another matter. 


and I venture to say that when that resolution and that platform 
was adopted there were not fifty del 
tion who 
had any i 








the discussions of this Congress I shall be able to refer to some 
planks or resolutions in some of the Populist platforms, or the 
platforms of the party with which the Senator from Nebraska has 
acted since he broke into national politics, which he scarcely would 
feel like saying he was bound by. 





me, there is nothin 
not full 
openly denounced from the time it was adop 
now a ~~ of the Populist faith, but there is nothing in the plat- 
form o 

words, and I shall be glad to have the Senator from Ccnnecticut 
point out any defect in it. 





a bill, which has been given the name of a free-homestead 
Senator from Connecticut, if he will allow me. 


the conyention did not understand what was inthe platform. I 
should fike to say to him that this provision in the platform was 
put in by a subcommittee, reported to the whole committee, and 
reported by the whole committee to the convention, and read with 
the other provisions of the platform. 


I have no right to comment on what happened on the passage of 
this bill through the House of Representatives; but I venture to 
say that when it was made a special order in the Senate not half 
the Senators had an idea of what the bill involved, or what it was, 
or what the — of it was. It is easy to get resolutions passed 
in convention, an 

.binds nobody. 


acre. 
Coon Isimply know upon information that since we passed that 
law within a year’s time people have been found to take up at 
least half of the agricultural 
understood agreement that they were to pay $3.75 an acre for 
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Mr. ALLEN. . Mr. President, if the Senator will permit me, it 


Mr. PLATT. I may as well say one word on that subject, and 


1 keep carefully in one corner of my brain while I am 
We all understand how matters creep into national platforms; 


ates in the St. Louis conven- 
id any attention to it or knew what it was about, or 

ea of what it involved. 

Mr. ALLEN. But are they not bound by it? 

Mr. PLATT. Iam not; and I think that before we get through 


y. 
Mr. ALL Mr. President, I think, if the Senator will permit 
in the Populist platform of 1892 that I do 
, except the eee which I have 


and which is not 


agree wi 
1896 that I do not accept from the opening to the closing 
Mr. PLATT. Well, Mr. President, I shall try to talk about the 


Mr. TELLER. I should like to make one suggestion to the 


Mr. PLATT. Certainly. 
Mr. TELLER. I understand the Senator seems to think that 


Mr: PLATT. Oh, I have no doubt about that, Mr. President. 


it is easy to get the consideration of bills. That 


Now, about the Nez Perces Reservation, the 


rice was $3.75 
I am asked where the settlers came 


rom. I do not 


nds in that reservation upon the 


those lands; and when it came to the opening of the Cherokee 
Outlet, men who had been ali over that Outlet, and who had 
looked at the land and knew the section number of any particular 
tract, who had been familiar for months and years with those 
lands, encamped on the border weeks and months for the sake of 
rushing in and selecting the best lands in the Outlet. They had 
fleet horses on which to race to those lands. They stole into the 
Outlet-by every ible means. We were told here in the Senate 
that there were lands there worth $50 an,acre, and these people 
knew perfectly well that upon whatever quarter section of land 
they located there was to be a payment made to the Government. 

I am one of the last men in the world, Mr. President, to be with- 
out sympathy for the ‘“‘ hardy pioneer.” I think I have probabiy 
as much sympathy for the hardy pioneer as some of the people 
who live nearer tohim. At least we are told in the ar, ument 
here that if the sum which these settlers agreed to pay is not re- 
linquished to these men, there will be men right on the ground 
who will be glad to get the lands. I havea good deal of sympathy 
and great respect for the men who have struggled with the wil- 
derness; but they were not all homestead settlers who went into 
the Cherokee Outlet, and they are not all honest homestead set- 





tlers who are there to-day. 1 received a letter this morning from 
a gentleman who has been — prominent in Oklahoma, who 
describes the opening. I shall not give his name, because he de- 
sires to have it withheld. He says: 

The “runs,” when the land was opened, are matters of familiar history. 
There were four or five claimants for every three claimsavailable. Men evi- 
dently wanted the land for something, for they fought over it like tigers, sac- 

many lives, and — thousands of dollars in litigation, well knowing 
the terms under which alone the property could be acquired, and apparently 


satisfied therewith. But, as a whole, it was and still is a speculative move- 
ment. The number of real home seekers out there is comparatively small. 
A great majority of the occu are and ne’er-do-w . will- 
ing and’ anxious to sell their claims for a song and then move on. ispent 
a good deal of time in traveling over the country inves the actual 
Gonditien, antecedents, rng real purposes of ' . Very few 
were really attempting to make . 
but understood no Lain 


a hard bargain, their comp \ 
were inclined to make the best of it. The many was pitiable 
are not the kind of 


and would naturally arouse one’s sympathy. 
people to be benefited homestead of the obligations 
add to the unrest 


and ~ulative ofthe whole Territory. And at the expense of 
actual home makers, farm owners, and taxpayers all over the country, who 
have a right to vigorously protest. 


Mr. TELLER. Will the Senator tell us who is his authority? 

Mr. PLATT. I said I could not give the name because the gen- 
titman asked me to withhold it. I wish I could give it. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Then it is anonymous. 

Mr. TELLER. 1 was not here when the Senator from Connect- 
icut made that statement. 

Mr. ALLEN. Does the writer live in Oklahoma? 

Mr. PLATT. He has been ia Oklahoma, but he is not there 
now. 

Mr. President, Oklahoma is not a desert. People will stay in 
Oklahoma even if those men who have said that they would pay 
the Government or assumed an obligation to pay the Government 
in order to the land should be required to keep their contract; 
but I want here to defend Oklahoma a little against the aspersions 
which it seems to me are by implication put upon her. 

We shall be called pretty soon to act upon the proposition to 
admit Oklahoma as a te. Weshall be told that it has all tile 
population and the wealth and the ability to support itself that a 
State shouid have when it comes intothe Union. That argument 
has been made for the last three or four years, and a glowing pic- 
ture has been drawn of the wealth, the resources, and the pros- 
pective future of Oklahoma, and it will be again. Scenes change 
according to what is wanted. When men wanted to get lands to 
which the Indians had the title, the lands were fertile; they were 
like the Garden of Eden; they were the best lands in the United 
States, it was said. Now, when they do not want to pay for the 
tands, nobody can live on and it is very dow whether 
anybody will continue to live on them even if the Government 
relinquishes to them what they agreed to pay. That's true with 
reference to the opening of all of these reservations. I do not 
mean to say tnat there has been any false pretense about it. The 
imagination of Senators and (pom nee who urged the - 
ing of these lands wa: probably excited, and the vision of d 
that happened for the time being to be in possession of the Indians 
dazzled them; anything that the Indian had the white man 
ought to have, and so mndoubtedly the lands were esteemed to be 
somewhat more valuable, more fertile, more desirable, and more 
to be coveted than there was really any occasion for. But Okla- 
homa will not perish, Mr. President, even if its citizens should be 


t the 
remi 
under which they now 


required to cancel their obligations to the Government in order. 


to retain their land. 

After ee > a a the idea that a 

very large ion of settlers in were living in 
dugonts and sod houses and that they would be obli to aban- 
don their lands, it occurred to me that I would get report of 
the governor of Oklahoma to see what he said about it. He makes 
report to the Secretarysof ee cae 
1896. The astonishing thing about it is that never in his report 
is it suggested that the Governm ee oe 
to be paid to it by the settlers under the act and the 
other acts which have Se et 
tory. If there was the destitution, if there was 
hardship, the chattel mortgage covering 
and every ea the Territory that we were about yesterda 
ins cag ee eee 
not have suggested people might proper ought to 
be relieved from this burden which they were er, which they 
had yoluntarily assumed? 
Mr. President, if there were nothing else required to show that 
the of this bill is not a necessity, is not called for, it would 
be the fact that the governor of Oklahoma in his to the 
Secretary of the Interior does not ailude to any distress there. I 
had an idea that Oklahoma was quite a mice place, and so I got 
the of the governor, and I am going to read something from 
it. © Says: 

The devel of the Terri im the 
suinittia~vetiieitimi’i::daae = 

In this “arid” belt, inclosed with blue lines, with which the Sen- 
ator from South Dakota [Mr. Prerricrew] disfigured the map, 
where the rainfall is sc scant— 


The development of the Territory in the ; has been equal to if not 
thon thad a timer porthental the Caled @hanes, * 


greeter 
Nowhere has the year been 6ne marked for material progress. Okla- 
Deimnen teil iaroun aallaaainaasen woemrere. 


It has done better than other places, 


nothing 
the governor, but he says the prospect is good. 
The prospect for is and antebellum declaration, “ 
gee mise a ae eet ee 
World's Fair is the best. —_ 
tor property. 


the 
will be by far 
year one of genuine 


the true the 
he valueof property, but for the reason 


eave ipcetnomeel tars oll bon teetlodemeaeeeeeanaiaaea radar: 
He does not intimate that there to 
people of Oklahoma. 



























the who owe it, if that is not done the will relin-| Mr.STEWART. A little long. 
qui homes. imstead of : with — = Mr. FUASe. =e . I am not fomniiten bya Bowry terms. 
culture, will into Pe core r *‘short.” e that cotton is worth about 7 cents 
Oklahoma—all these See or class tha al Ronin <a So the governor got pretty near it. 
governor something S ill be half ie i 2 c 
pane ts ae wite vib brief a as this fur- the crop at from 30 to $20 per acre. ee 
nishes a meager Siow a the +} If they are economical on one of these cotton-homestead farms 
caese 8 8 eae ‘nom. te ; oi anne penwmnee 0 cotten anop off it worth $17 to $20 an acre it would 
great forage 2 plants, eluver, : the Sastern ah seem in seven years they would be able to save enough money 
portions ) Decsiaey ape the M1 io with its | to pay $1.50 an acre for their lands. 
Son OMhe Btstes in the Union. : , , by hy ge raising cotton is the picking, which, if the farmer can 
not do it all he can have it done at about 50 cents per 100 pounds. At 
Famine-stricken, poverty !_ The governor season the farmer often calls the whole family to his assistance, the 


this 

work of such a character that any person can do it, theugh some work 
much fasterthan others. Itis simply wonderful how much money this article 
brings into the country. 


fruits have found a home tostay, and are under j 5 
climatic influences. It is not too much to say the It would not be anything very hard, since money is flowing into 
pooch has Sand Se ey Coa even se that country in this wonderful way, according to the governor, if 


after a year or two more of extension we should ask the men who 
are getting cotton at the rate of $20 an acre to pay up a lit- 
tle something which they have agreed to pay. 


mean and should not be lost sight of, as 
ee ee value. ounce sweet woialeat A conservative estimate, given me by a farmer from a fowcsitn east of 
isa low of the surplus. this point, places the acreage of cotton in that township at 8,000, with a prob- 


In this arid region which can not be farmed! —— of one-half bale, which would mean $148,000 for that town- 


Tt has been said that the best stock country that can be found is the best 


grain country. syavee goes on to speak ee grasses, a fruit grow- 
from governor of Oklahoma Eastern man | i2€:; natural adaptation of Oklahoma to stock raising, etc. 

Be os to Ses of = own aes Okia- | But here is something. I do not know that I onght to read it. 

homa. I have been there several times,and I confess thatI never | W®ter is everywhere abundant. 

saw finer in any portion of this country Laughter. 


r. BU WS. In the arid region. 
Mr. PLATT. The governor continues: 


and an Eastern man, i theestimation of the| water is here abundant, and even salt is distributed up and down 
people in Oklahoma who wish to be from the payment of | such rivers as the Salt Pork, Cimarron, and Canadian. 

their obligations, be supposed to be prejudiced, and so I quoteon| Mr. STEWART. Did the Senator from Connecticut vote for 

= ae "core ee oe eatin the aan Os coeees that ea with a view to ascer- 
been stock country can be found taini it irrigation by artesian wells? 

cow If this be true. Oklahoma carries the Mr. PLA . 2 think that I struggled as well as I could in my 

Think of that, Mr. President! This bill the House of | humble way to create a committee on irrigation and to have the 

tatives for Oklahoma alone. been Senator from Nevada appointed its chairman, but I never before 


since it came bere, and its governor says that Oklahoma car- 
ries the banner as a and grain country. 
A conservative estimate es Oe ee ee 


heard that the arid belt which would require irrigation extended 
into Oklahoma. 
Mr. STEWART. It certainly does. 


of indian and more half that amount corn,tosay nothing | Mr. PLATT. The governor says otherwise. 
of the great wheat, oat, and barley crops. Mr. STEWART. I do not know what he says. 
What are we to believe about the matter? We have extended; Mr. PLATT. The governor says further: 
the time oe two on account of drought, and the There are fertile where corn, kaffir corn, and other grain may bo 
of country have my earnest and sincere sympathy, | raised in abundance. the western portion of the Territory seems spe- 
I have that for two or three successive years and endowed by nature for cattle raising, the castern portion 
, Rewoenll ; ; : i ht. But here comes the gov ae eae po eueieg beg. and the people of that section have 


ernor and says that a conservative gives 
the year 1 50,000,000 bushels of indian corn, and so on, with 


“fir, PETTIGREW. What is the date of the 


% report? 
Mr. PLATT. It isthe report forthe year ending June 30, 1896. 


Mr. President, I do not think this is an overdrawn picture on 
the part of the governor of Oklahoma, but it is a wonderfn! com- 
mentary on the pictures of that Territory which were drawn here 


It is not dated. so far as I know. Now, \ pending bill as it passed the other House applied only 
‘ to Oklahoma Terri . I wish we had the reports of the govern- 
eRe R EW Lmhorld like to a2) to the Senator, then, | ors of the States, for | should like to read them. I should like to 


read the report of the governor of the State of South Dakota or the 
governor of Montana or the governor of any of those States, and 
t it alongside the sad picture that was wn here yesterday. 


The is dated in June and the harvest is in ; do not know how they would compare. [know how the report 
Mr. TT. I think I am equal in my to that of | Of the governor of Oklahoma compares with the picture painted 
the Dakota when | say that they harvest corn here, evim the picture which was exhibited, the map picture of 


the arid a where rainfall was scarce and crops cou!d not be 
raised and the land was adapted only to stock raising. 

As I say, when the bill came over here of course every Senator 
who saw that the other House had passed a bill donating to the 
settlers in Oklahoma the amount which 7 had ex cted to pay 
for their lands, and without paying which they could not get their 

wanted to have the same principle applied to reservations in 
their States, and I do not blame them at ail. If it is going to be 
donein Oklahoma it ought to be done in South Dakota, and it ought 
to be done ev: here. 


tory \ i 
There is a great deal more good reading here. Here is a para- 
graph about cotton: : 
usght iat ie vestber br hd int low weats Mantecnocbasse 
Not arid, hamid— 


but with the sunny days that are to follow Oklahoma will market the great- 
est crop of cotton and castor beans ever produced. 


Even if the Government does not relinquish. 


ot the onld's Walt at Ohicasa There ino » er trfoato 7 } Apeernat etn _— Now, to all for a moment to another side of this case, I will 
— a agreniarel protect tien > by theawardsat that great | state that the amount of money involved is perhaps not the strong- 


ones which can be urged to the passage of the pending 
bill. committee differs with the Secretary of the Interior 


This terrible arid region, these desert lands, where, if the per- 
and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs as to how much will be 


sons who have settled there are, after seven years of 


required to an average of $1.50 an acre, they are going to | relinquished by the Government, and the committee differs with 
abandon and go no one knows where. Holl” Wine made ~ . it meses the Government might 
Never were cotton better than at and there is \ 2 y when the chairman of the com- 
ats to Mat Oblahvoua will make crefltnblechowis te the mittee made his argument here, as I remember it—-I have it before 
Ee aa hale, while Oklahoma City, | 2° but I have not the opportunity to refer to it—he thought that 


the loss to the Government by giving to the setilers on the agri- 
cultural lands what they had expected to pay for the lands could 
not amount to more than two or three million dollars, and five or 
six million dollars, as I remember it, for the mineral lands. He 


—— Treason to Sotieve that the Oe pen will be from 7 to 8 
conta per pound, 
is a little short in his guesswork on that point. 
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reduced his estimates from his written report about one-half. 
He reduced them in the written report one-half from the report 
ef the Secretary of the Interior, and then in his speech he reduced 
them one-half below what was put in the report. I say perhaps 
that is not the greatest thing to be looked at. The Senator from 
South Dakota thought that was really the principal trouble in my 
mind, that the Government could not afford it, and therefore it 
must go into the business of ‘‘ wringing” millions from these poor 
people. I think it is of a = deal more importance for the peo- 
ple to learn to keep their bargains in this world and to abide by 
them. I think it is of a good deal more importance whether the 
people of the United States are going to be encouraged in the idea 
that when things do not go as they want them to go individually 
they have a right to ask the Government to make them satisfac- 
tory, for that is what is back of this bill. 

‘ The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER] this morn- 
ing, in discussing some question kere, spoke, as I suppose, some- 
what jocosely about the paternalistic power in the Constitution 
of the United States. I do not believe it is there. 

Iam not going to quarrel with the homestead law; I think the 
country has derived great advantages and t benefits from it. 
But if it has fixed in the minds of the people of the country the 
idea that when things go a little hard with them, when they are 
not making as much money as they wish to make, when they think 
they ought to be better off than = are, they can come to the 
Government and have it righted, it will have damaged the country 
and the Government and the future of the Government more than 
enough to offset all its benefits and advantages. That is just what 
the pending bill does. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator from Connecticut permit me? 

Mr. PLATT. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN, I desire to makea suggestion to the Senator from 
Connecticut. The people to whom he refers have no desire what- 
ever to escape the consequences of any | contract they have 
made or may make. It occurs to me that the Senator from Con- 
necticut has entirely a misconception of their The sim- 
ple question, and it reduces itself to that, is this: Are these re, 
or can they be, in a condition to pay their obligations to the Gov- 
ernment? The Government must either relinquish these lands to 
those le under the general homestead act or it must resume 
control of the lands again and use them for purely pastoral pur- 
poses. That is all there is tothat. The Government will not lose 
one cent by giving these lands to the people, because it can not 
make any money out of the lands inany form. If the settlers have 
the land, the potential power that the pounee and the wealth they 
will be able to produce eventuall will a handredfold more than 
what the Government relinquishes to them. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, this is very strange. Just look 
at it fora moment. I do not overstate this matter when I state 
that every representation made to Co on the opening of 
these lands was that they were fertile. ow, they are not adapted 
to agriculture, they are not fitted for agriculture, and therefore 
the Government should relinquish them to the homestead settlers. 
If the Government does not relinquish, the lands are going to be 
given up. If the Gevernment does relinquish, the settlers are 
going on to “produce wealth a hundredfold.” I think I use the 
exact language of the Senatot from Nebraska. Look on this pic- 
ture, then on that. 

Mr. ALLEN. If the Senator will permit me—I do not like un- 
necessarily to disturb him—I will state that the deductions made 
by him are absurd in the light of facts. These lands are fertile. 

Many of them are as fertile lands as can be found between the 
Atlantic and the Pacitic oceans, but in consequence of alack of suf- 
ficient rainfall they will not produce anything more than grasses 
in the spring that will support cattle. -It is not the fault of the 
quality of the land. It is the fault of nature in not precipitating 
enough rainfall te produce moisture sufficient to mature crops. 
The Senators who said these lands were among the most fertile in 
the United States were correct in their statements, and it is un- 
warranted to draw the conclusion that there was any misrepre- 
sentation in a statement of that kind. 

Mr. PLATT. It was not only represented that they were the 
most fertile lands in the United States, but that the people were 
very anxious to get upor them for agricultural purposes, not for 

ring purposes. As I remarked some time ago, it makes a 
eal of difference how the picture looks; whether somebody wishes 
to get something from the Government, or whether he wishes to 
avoid paying the Government something. 

Mr. ident, the Government has not paid for all these lands 
yet. Ido not know exactly how much it still to pay. Itwill 
approximate $15,000,000 ch is still to be paid. Phere is still 
due on the Cherokee Outlet $4,980,000, which is drawing interest 
at the rate of 4 per cent per annum, I believe. How much will 
necessarily be paid on the Great Sioux Reservation, on the Chip- 
pewa Reservation, on the Colville Reservation, it is impossible ex- 
actly to say; but at the lowest price more money, and considerably 
more money, has to be paid to the Indians for the Great Sioux 
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Reservation than has already been paid, and so, I apprehend, with 
rw to the Colville and the Chippéwa reservations. 


do not think that what is contemplated is exactly fair to the 
Indians. We opened the lands in the Great Sioux heservution 


upon the understanding that they were to be 

suze ter Genus than elias h aoe 

$1.25 an acre, I believe, for those 

oe and 50 cents an acre for 

it fair to the Indians to 

ten years and then to pay them 

an acre? As I un d the bill, for the 800, 

wil te ccnuaente ot te Indians $1.25 or $1 
pay the -25 or $1. 

Indians—— . 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to correct the 
Connecticut in regard to that matter, if he 

the lands were opened to settlement 

y $1 an acre for the lands entered d 

or the next two years 75 cents an acre 

acre. Very little of the land was taken during the first 
ears; and a little more was taken the next two 
ven hundred thousand acres out of 9,500,000 acres are 
wi PLATT. The lands ought to be paid for at the price stip- 

. . e oug’ a ce 

ulated to be 


i GREW. One hundred and eleven thousand dollars 


been paid. 

Mr. PLATT. However that may be and whatever the amount 
may be—and it is a considerable amount—it has to be paid by the 
Government in the future, whether or not it receives 
from those lands. 

Now a single word about the difference these lands and 
the lands to which the homestead act applied and to which it does 
yet apply. As I have said in my views as member of 
the committee, I conceive that there is an entirely ae Se 
ciple involved. At the time of the of the law 
we had a large public domain. e acquired 
Territorial The treaty by which we acquired what is 
known as uuisiana purchase was a movement on 
the part of Mr. Jefferson—a political necessity. The lands were 
acquired for self-defense, and I venture to 
the wildest imagination of Mr. Jefferson 
by the Louisiana purchase were 
American settlers. When the hom 


and donations to in 
to States and to soldiers. Giving them to 
them to individuals. That was nota 
yment for their 

and the war of 1812. There wasa 
giving away of lands, donating 
railroads, and it was deemed much better for the interests of the 
a of the lands to settlers. 
much better, Mr. President. 

But we never bought any land in 
or Indians, or from anyone, to 
ment. Ia hend that even 
within reach of m 


principle the 
with the nae all the 


them to people whe pro to 
measure is. In that it is entirely taken out both of the reason 
and the pu of the hamsatead act. 

Mr. President, we might just as well 
individuals as from the Indians to make “ 


other parts of New land. 
th ie but there 


oak and who will cultivate them, 
and saving, will support themsel 
State. You t 
Connecticut and buy the cheap 


other States and buy the 
foreclosed, as it is tie 


oat Peace Be 
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Mr. CARTER. If it is ve ames to the view of the 
Senator from Connecticut, that is ifestly his view, to tax 
to the settler upon the public domain the cost to the Government 
of acquiring the title to the land upon which the settler locates, 
why should not the principle be applied to the extent of charging 
to each settler his proportionate share of the amount paid for the 
Louisiana purchase, likewise the amount of cost connected with 
the acquisition of territory from Mexico, which is to some extent 
included in the particular section of country involved in the bill? 

Mr. PLATT. Oh, Mr. President, I have been unfortunate in 
the statement of my views as a member of the committee and of 
my statement this morning. The very thing I was talking about 
is this: We have never until now been to buy land for the 
pur of donating it to individuals, 

Mr. CARTER. For whom was the land purchased originally, 
then, in the case of the purchase of Louisiana? 

Mr. PLATT. It was purchased for the public defense, and Jef- 
ferson never supposed, nobody supposed, that it was bought for 
the purpose of giving it to somebody tosettle upon. There is the 
distinction in these cases. It is the manifest, obvious distinction 
which Senators seem unable to see. The land that was included 
in the Louisiana purchase was in my schoolboy days marked on 
— a greater portion of it, as ‘‘ The Great American Desert.” 
The idea—— 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to call the attention of the Senator, 
if he will permit me, to the fact that our mong pF as @ nation 
was not menaced in the slightest degree when Mr. Jefferson pur- 
chased the southwestern lands of the French Government. Our 
Government had not been threatened by France, nor by Spain, 
nor by ~ other nation. While the purchase had in a certain 
sense a political significance, the oot purpose of it, as announced 
by Mr. Jefferson at the time and subsequently, was to furnish 
homes for the citizens of the United States. 

Mr. PLATT. We will look that up hereafter, I think I'am 
right. I do not wish to be diverted, and I repeat that now, for the 
first'time in our history, it is urged that the Government ought 
to buy land for the avowed purpose of giving it away to individ- 
uals who will settle _ it. 

Now, Mr. President, I think I have said all I need to say in rela- 
tion to the subject. I think the picture of suffering has been over- 
drawn, and I have cited a aw intelligent witness (the governor 
of Oklahoma) to show that it has. 

If it be a question of theinability of the settlers to pay for these 
lands because of saccessive droughts, I am ‘ectly ing to do 
what the Government has y done, extend the time. But if 
it is so that there are never to be any crops made on these lands, 
there will be but little benefit in relinquishing to settlers the 
money due for these lands. If the drought oor year is to make 
it inpe for them to cultivate these lands, it is little benefit 
that they will derive from such relinquishment. 

I have no doubt, Mr. President, that in some instances lands 
have been settled upon which are not adapted to culture, but 
of the 33,000,000 acres which have been aeenee a third of it ora 
half of it is as beautiful land, is as fertile land, as rich land, as 
valuable land as ever lay under the sun. 

Tt is not alone the man who is hard pushed who is to receive the 
benefit of this legislation. This donation is to fall upon all alike, 


progress our country. : 
It makes no difference how the Government 

If it is the best [eee 

late that principle? you will take the rich lands a little 

east you will find that 


were 
le who are 
which have 


Pameiel pied all the haus that 
plied particularly to all the that 
i ty of settlement. It is doubtful 
it is to the interest of all that 


upon the man who has got a fortune in his farm and the man who | the 


is living in the arid region in the sod d t. Like the rain fall- 
ing on the just and unjust, this benefit, this donation, is to be 
showered upon all without discrimination, 

T do not know that I desire to say anything further on this sub- 
ject. I only intended tospeak for a few minutes, but I have been 
somewhat diverted during my line of argument and have exceeded 
the time which I thought I should take. 

Mr. STEWART. r. President, I have listened with much 
surprise to the strange sentiments which have been expressed by 
the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLatr]. He says that he does 
not want to get into the habit of coming to ane for 
relief when their business does not pe: I have read with much 
interest the —- reports of various delegations which 
have visited ; 
with to their business, am one of them their 
demands for higher rates of duty on ground their busi- 
ness did not pay, and on no other ground. We have a committee 
of the other House and we shall have one here to listen to those 
engaged in particular kinds of business as to whether their busi- 
ness pays, and I supposed that the Senator from Connecticut was 
in favor of that kind of eee ele would relieve men when 
their business did not pay. I think there have been several dele- 
gations already from ticut and there will be more. 

As to the ee that the homestead act ought not to be 
extended to settlers because the land was bought by the 
ciple of dissin i g of the cada tinieabiek ben wean apveoved by 

oO u w approved by 
Se o last thirty yaaes or sore. The Government 
wae some time coming to the conclusion that the country at large 


Committee of Ways and Means of the other House | the 








unjust and detrimental to discriminate against them. 
the same privileges that other American citizens have had who 


wanted to obtain public lands so far as they can them. ae 
can not get the same privileges. The best of public lan 
are gone, and they are gone into the hands of settlers who have 
made the country t. To now attempt to reimburse ourselves 
out of the r of the desert lands, and to persecute the peo- 
ple who are see live there with the hardest le that any 
people ever had in the world, it seems to me is essence of 
cruelty and a violation of every principle of justice and good oa 
ernment. I hope we shall not hear any more sentiments of 

kind in the Senate. 

I do not want to criticise those who are asking the Government 
to give them special privileges, because the protective principle, 
properly applied, is efi to protect all; but the protective 
principle can not reach the farmers of this country. y have 
to rely on their rts, and we have to rely on their exports to 

ay our ae obligations and to buy what we buy from abroad. 
We have by _— m, the legislation of New England and New 
York, placed in a position of competition where their prod- 
ucts are below the cost of uction. e have given the stand- 
ard silver countries a hun per cent advantage in the European 
markets. We do not pose any tariff for them. We do not 
propose any relief for the great icultural interest. Nobody 
pre that. Here the poorest of all the agriculturists of the 
nited — are to be ane and er _ “S different 
principle from that © Mississippi Valley. is unjust. 

If New England wants a market for her products, it is for her 
interest and her benefit that that section of country should be set- 
tled. She has made millions and hundreds of ions, and per: 
haps thousands of millions, of dollars by the beneficent policy of 
the Government in ips Byte! public lands, making homes, 


b their products into market, and furnishing a market for 
the ucts of New England. That was the theory, that the 


United States would more by having these lands settled, 
so as to furnish a market for manufactures, so as to aid in paying 
taxes, than it would by ew ene money from settlers by sale 
oid pal lands. Ra not se apt of the ae Tf = 
cy is to be reversed an @ poor people who go upon the 
desert lands and attempt to reclaim them and make homes 
el are to be treated in this harsh manner, in violation of what 
has been done for all others, let us know it, and the le will 
out of those ee to talk about pcb ape unjust 
and dishonest, to about them as asking special privileges, is 
too repugnant to the facts and common sense to escape severe 
condemnation. 


IMPRISONMENT OF JULIO SANGUILLY. 


Mr. CALL. Task unanimous consent, to t a paper from 
a gentleman who has been elected as a oe an member of the 

xt Congress, who has recently been in bana, and I ask that 
the statement be and printed in the RD. 


Talso had a with Julio Sanguilly, who stated that he had been confined 
- in the Cabanas twenty- months. It 
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from his cell in the Cabanas, where he had been im med for a considerable 
meee shot without any trial, as Sanguilly said, for the purpose of pre- 


witness will be transported sodas jpensl ecteny in Horth Africa 

6 penal colony in Nor rica 

in accordance with the sentence passed a few daysago. Sanguilly stated that 

he did not believe that he could get any lawyer to take his case and conduct 

his appeal, as the fate of his other two lawyers who conducted the former 
would deter others from undertaking his case again. 

seems to be a man of about 60 years of age, quite gray, and com- 

that the imprisonment during the past twenty-three months was 

his health sothat he could not longer endure it; and he desired that 


the U: Government take action in his case at once by inquiring 
into the cause of his detention and the unfair method by which he has been 
tried He claimed that there is no possibile testimony as to his 


pe have been guilty of some offense in the future, yet that he 
ity of no offense whatever when arrested, and nothing was proven or 
be proven againt him. 
EDWARD E. ROBBINS 


MRS. ELIZABETH GNASH. 


Mr. GEAR. I ask unanimous consent for the consideration at 
_ time of the bill (S. 3035) granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Has that bill just been reported? 

Mr. GEAR. It was reported on the 5th instant, I will say to 
the Senator from Missouri. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that the 
bill is on the Calendar with a favorable report. The Senator from 
Iowa now asks unanimous consent for its consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. 3035) granting a pension 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Gnash. It proposes to place on the pension roll, 
at $12 per month, the name of Elizabeth Gnash, widow of Thomas 
Gnash, late private Company G, Third Regiment Iowa Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HENDERSON MARPLE. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 3877) granting a pension to Hen- 
derson Marple. It is u bill which has been reported favorably 
from the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FRYE. It will take the next two hours to consider the 
bills which, by unanimous consent, were to be taken up at this 
hour. Isthe bill to which the Senator refers a very short one? 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is only a short bill, and will not take half 
a minute. 

Mr. FRYE. Then I shal) not interpose an objection. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, —— to consider the bill (H. R. 3877) granting a pen- 
sion to Henderson Marple. It proposes to place on the pension 
roll the name of Henderson Marple, late a private in Capt. A. J. 
Hart's company, Morgan County Provisional Enrolled Missouri 
Militia, at $12 per month; and provides that the pension shall be 
paid to him and that no part of it shall be retained by any official 
of the Government by reason of any pension heretofore paid to 
Henderson Marple. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PACIFIC RAILROADS SINKING FUND. 


Mr. MORGAN. I desire to offer a resolution, and after it has 
been read I shall ask for its present consideration, unless there be 
“se to it. 

e¢ PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution submitted by the 
Senator from Alabama will be read, subject to objection. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Organization, Conduct, and Expenditures 
of the Executive Departments are hereby authorized and instructed to make 
examination into the means by which certain papers mentioned in the report 
of the Acting Secre of the Treasury, which is hereto attached, have dis 

from the records of the Treasury Vepartment. 

d said committee will and what person 
has abstracted said papers from the files or records of said Department, and 
whether any officer or employee of said Department had knowledge of, or 
was in any way party or y= to, any unlawful act connected with the loss, 
destruction, or removal of such papers. And said committee in the execution 
of this order shall have ppwer to require the appearance of witnesses, and to 
examine them under oath. 


unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded to consider the 


ution. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I merely heard the reading of the 
concluding part of the resolution. Ido not know whether it is 
liable to the s tion I am about to make or not. It is very 
convenient in all such cases to have the phrase used, ‘‘ said com- 
mittee or a subcommittee of their number.” 

Mr. MORGAN. It will not be necessary to provide for a sub- 
committee, because the transaction to be investigated is right here 
in the Treasury ment. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not know how that may be, but it is very 
convenient sometimes to have the power of a committee to send 
for persons and papers and administer oaths, etc., exercised by a 


implicated in the rebellion, but hat he w 1 

ie ut that he was simply confined bec 
he might rhaps P ed because 
Was 


inquire and report whether an 




















subcommittee, and it brings such subcommittee of the Senate for 
that purpose within the statutory provision. 

Mr. MORGAN. I will modify the resolution by inserting the 
words *‘ or a subcommittee thereof.” : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The question is on agreeing to 
the resolution as modified. 

The resolution as modified was agreed to. 


AMENDMENT OF NAVIGATION LAWS. 


Mr. FRYE. Under the order adopted yesterday assigning this 
hour for the consideration of certain bills from the Committee on 
Commerce, I cali for the consideration of the bill (H. R. 2663) to 
emend the laws relating ‘to navigation. 

I will state that there is no need of reading the bill as it came 
from the House of Representatives, as, when I reported from the 
Senate committee an amendment as a substitute, the substitute 
was adopted in place of the bill as it came from the other House. 
Therefore. there is no need of reading the original bill, which is 
erased. It is simply necessary to read the amendment. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H. R, 2663) to amend the laws relating to navigation. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on Commerce was 
to strike out all after the enacting clause and insert: 


That section 4507 of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended to 
=o or Th Ss ey * the Treasu hall assign i blic buildi 

“sno, 4607. The Secre of the ry 3 gn in public buildings 
or otherwise procure suitable otiices and rooms for theshipmentand discharge 
of seamen, to be known as shipping commissioners’ offices, and shall procure 
furniture, stationery, printing, and other requisites for the transaction of 
the business of such offices.” 

Sec. 2. That on and after June 30, 1899, every place appropriated to the 
erew of a seagoing vessel of the United States, except.a fishing vessel, yacht, 
or pilot boat, and all vessels under 100 tons register, shall have a space of not 
less than 72 cubic feet and not less than 12 superficial fest measured on the 
deck or floor of that place for each seaman or @ tice lodged therein. 
Such place shall be securely constructed, lighted, med, and 
ventilated, properly protected from weather and -sea, and, as far as practi- 
cable, properly shut off and protected from the effluvium of cargo or bilge 
water. 
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So. I. a ection 13 of chapter Sit of the iaws of 1874 be, and is hereby, 
. Ss ion { 
Suc 1b. That the Secretary of the , rea 
“ SEC. Ry 
for, remit or mitigate — Sess 
tion to recover the same, ‘terms as he, 

think proper, and abel have anthasity to auserteln the upon 
such see ietiem O0ne ee may 

e. erein provided sued * 
and disposed of in the in provided may be sued for prosecuted reagvered 
Seo. 12. That rule léand ruled5 ‘b ) of section 4233 of the Revised 
Rule in The exhibition of mend’ to faci cs 
. je 14. exhi 
‘United States be _ 





¥Vishing vessels, yachts, and ps boats are hereby mens from the pro- 
visions of section 1 of chapter 173 of the laws of 189%, entitled “An act to amend 
section 1 of chapter 306 of the laws of 1882, entitled “An act to provide for 
deductions from the gross tonnage of vessels of the United States,’” so faras 
said section prescrives the amount of space which shall be appropriated to 
the crew and provides that said space shall be kept free from goods or stores 
not being the personal of the crew in wse dur ng the voyage. 

And on and ater June 50, 1808, e steamboat of the United States ply- 
ing upon the Mississippi River or its tributaries shall furnish an ——— 
place for the crew, which shall conform to the a of this section 





so far as they shall be applicable thereto by providing sleeping room im the 
engine room of the memienatn properly protected from the . winds, and 
rain by means of suitable awnings or screens on either side of the guards or 
sides and forward, reaching from the boiler deck to the lower or main deck, 
under the direction and approval of the Inspector General of 
Steam Vessels, and shall be properly heated. Any are to domply wi 
this section shall subject the owner or owners to a penalty of $50). 

hereby, amended 


So. 8. That section 4576 of the Revised Statutes be, and 
to read = ag ne - : 

“a0. 4576. Themaster of e vesse ae pee pe or engaged 
in the whale fishery shall exhibit the certified of Saar tin cee te 
the first boarding officer at the first port in the States at which he 
shaii arrive on return, and also ace the persons named therein to the 
boarding officer, whose duty its! be to examine themen with such list and 
so report the same to the oclecter: aud itshall be the duty of the collector 
at the port of arrival, where the same is different from the port from which 
the vessel originally sailed,to transmit a copy of the list so to him 
to the collector of port from which such vessel o zs ed. Foreach 
failure —— a on the certified copy of the of the crew the 
master owner be severally liable to a penalty of to be sued for, 
prosecuted, and disposed of in sach manner as penalties forfeitures which 
may be incurred for offenses the laws relating to the collection of 
duties; but such penalties shall not be incurred on account of the master not 
ona the first officer any of the ; contained in the list 
who may have been in a foreign coun with the consent of the 
consul, viee-consul, commercial ag or vice commercial — there resid - 
ing. certified in writing, under his hand and official seal, to produced to 
the collecter with the other persons com) the crew, nor on account of. 
any such P= dying or absconding or im into other, 
tos ay which satisfactory proof shall be then also to the col 

a.” 

Svc. 4. That section 4541 of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended 
br substituting the words “circuit court of the circuit” for the words ** dis- 
eels for the district,”’ and —ee out the words “ district judge” 
petere the word “requires,” in eleventh line, and imserting 
i.ereof the words “ circuit judge.” 

Sec. 5. That rule 11 of section 4233 of the Revised Statutes, relating to pilot 
boats, be amended by adding thereto ao. as follows: 

“team pilot boats shall, in addition to the masthead light and _ and 
red side lights required for ocean steam vessels, carry a red Hight ung ver- 
tically from 8 to 5 feet above the foremast head light, for the purpose dis- 
tingu such vom ye boats from other steam vessels. 








seas or on an 
of the United 





6. t section 4542 of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended 
by ad thereto the words “or where he died.” 
Sxc. 7. 4545 of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended 
te read as follows: 


“Seo. £45. A cireait court, in its discretion, may at any time direct the 
gale of the whole or any part of the effects of a decease] seaman or appren- 
tice, which it has received or hereafter receive, and shall hold the 
ceeds of such sale as the wages of deceased seamen are held. When noclaim 
to the wages or effects or proceeds of the sale of the effects of a deceased sea- 
man or apprentice, received ® circuit court, is substantiated within six 
years af¢er the receipt thereof by the court, # shall be in the absolute discre- 
tion of the court, if any subsequent claim is nade, either to allow or refuse 
the same. Sach Gourke stati frees time 60 pay any moneys arising 
from the unclaimed wages and effects of seamen, in their 
opinion is not necessary to retain for the purpose of 





i on 
page 12 there is a provision to this effect: 


and 6 feet in altitude and 
in length, and 2 feet in 
House provided for 100 


That would be a room, say, 6 feet 
2 feat wide, or, say, 4 feet in altitude, 4 
width. The bill as it came from the other 
feet. Am I not right? 

Mr. FRYE. Yes. 

Mr. WHITE. It is said by those who are more interested per- 
haps in the seamen than those who own the vessels that 72 feet are 
not e h. I have also been told, and I presume it to be a fact, 
that in . and other countries but 72 feet are 
allowed. seamen contend, however, that the arrangements 
of the vessels thare are such that 72 feet are more valuable than 
72 feet upon our ships as constructed in this country. I should 
like to hear from the Senator from Maine regarding this matter. 

Mr. FRYE. I do not understand there is any maritime nation 
in the world which requires a larger for crew than that 
which is provided for in this bill, and I do not understand that 
there is any difference in the construction of ships which compels 
an American ship to have a larger space than a foreign ship. It 
will be observed that the eae here for the seaman is 
oe eae ee Pullman cars. It is larger 
than the space we get in the cabin of any of our steamboats. 
It is open to the free air, to ventilation, and soon; and I think it is 
larger than the gets u ships of war to-day. I 
found on inquiry that in all pro more than one-half of the 
vessels that are to-day on the ocean could not comply with the 
requirements contained in the bill as it came to us from the other 


ouse. 
Mr. WHITE. That is the important feature which I wish to 
at. The Senator from Maine has investigated the subject, and 
finds that it would be impossible for our vessels to comply with 


the House ee 
Mr. FRYE. % sir; and still be freighters. ; 
before the House 


Mr. WHITE. as there any evidence taken 
a on the matter of the 100-feet allowance which they 
™m 


Mr. FRYE. I understand only from the sailor who represents 
the San Francisco anion. 

Mr. WHITE. He has ned to me that it is not sufficient, 
and [ have similar complaints from other sources. Personally 1 


have no about it, and [am unable to say of 
— know’ whether the space is sufficient or insufficient. 
. P G OFFICER. The question is, Shall the bill 

pass 

The bill was 

Mr. FRYE. I move that the Senate coe a conference with 
the House of Representatives upon the and amendment. 

The motion was agreed to 


By unanimous consent, ihe ing Officer was authorized to 
sppoint the conferees on the part of Senate; and Mr. Frys, 
. Netson, and Mr. Wurre were appointed. 
LAWS RELATING TO AMERICAN SEAMEN. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask the Senate to take up the bill (H. R. 6399) 
to amend the laws relating to American seamen. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to consider the bill. 

ING OFFICER. The Chair understands that the 


The 
Committee on Commerce reported an amendmeat in the nat 
which has heretofore been agreed to. as 


of a substitute, 
Mr. FRYE. That is correct. 
Mr. PERKINS. I notice by the of the bill that the 
esterday when the bill 


amendment has already agreed to. 
consideration to-day at 4 o'clock I 


was the special order for 
had not read the bill. There are a number of 
























































47 


I should like to offer, and I think they will commend themselves 
to the Senator from Maine, who is an authority upon maritime 
law and affairs, and who has given the subject-matter a great 
deal of attention. I feel confident that they will appeal to his 
sense of justice and fairness, and that he will accept the amend- 
ments. Therefore, if it is agreeable to the committee, I should 
like to have them considered while the bill is as in Committee of 
the Whole. They relate, I will say to the Senator from Maine, 
ere to the imprisonment clause. 

oa E. We are just entering upon the consideration of 

e bill. 

Mr. PERKINS. So I understand, but it has been read. 

Mr. FRYE. No; it has not been read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that the 
amendment reported by the Committee on Commerce in the na- 
ture of a substitute for the House provision has heretofore been 
adopted. It will be needless to read the bill as it came from the 
other House. The substitute will be read. 

The SzorEtTaRY. Strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert: 

That section 4516 of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended so as 

read as follows: 






“Sec. 4516. In case of desertion or casualty resulting in the loss of one or 
more seamen, the master must ship, if obtainable, a number equal to the 
number of those whose services he has been deprived of by desertion or 
casualty, who must be of the same grade or rating and equally expert with 
those whose place or position they refill, and report the same to the United 
States consul at the first port at which he shall arrive, without incurring the 
penalty prescribed by the two preceding sections." 

Sec. 2. That section 45220f the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended 
so as to read as follows: 

“ Sxc. 4522. At the foot of every such contract to ship upon such a vessel of 
the burden of 50 tons or upward there shall be a memorandum in writing of 

day and the hour when seaman who shipped and subscribed shall 
render himself on board to begin the voyage agreed upon. 
shall neglect to render himself on board the vessel for which he has shipped 
at the time mentioned in such memorandum without giving twenty-four 
hours’ notice of his —— to do so, and if the master of the yessei shall, on 
the day in which such neglect happened. make an entry in the log book of 
such vessel of the name of such seaman, and shall in like manner note the 
time that he so neglected to render himself after the time appointed, then 
every such seaman shall forfeit, for every hour which he sha!) so neglect to 
render himself, one-half of one day’s pay, according to the rate of wages 
upon, to be deducted out of his wages. If any such seaman shall 
w to render himself on board of such vessel, or having rendered 
bh on board shall afterwards desert, he shal! forfeit all of the wages or 
emoluments which he has then earned; and, also, in the discretion of the 
court, he shall be liable to imprisonment for not more than one month.” 


Mr. PERKINS. I desire to move an amendment. 

Mr. FRYE. The reading of the substitute has not yet been 
concluded. 

Mr. PERKINS. I desire to offer an amendment to this section. 

Mr. FRYE. To which section? 

Mr. PERKINS. To the one which has just been read by the 


Secre 4 
ING OFFICER. The Chair will state that the 


if any seaman 


The P 
text of the amendment can not be amended except in the Senate. 
The Chair presumes, however, that amendments can be received 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. PERKINS. I oy ome to my friend the Senator from Maine 
that unanimous consent given to consider these amendments 
at this time. 

Mr. WHITE. Let me make an inguiry, if my colleague will 

it me. Has the bill been reported to the Senate? 

Mr. PERKINS. No; it has not been. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has not been reported to the 
Senate. It is now being considered by the Senate as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. WHITE. I presume amendments can be offered when the 
bill shall have been reported to the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is what the Chair said— 
Pe amendments can be made when the bill is reported to the 

nate. 

Mr. FRYE. I do not think there is any objection to the Senator 
from California offering his amendments as the various sections 
are reached. I have no objection. 

Mr. PERKINS. I ask the Secretary to read an amendment 
which I now propose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is asked that there be unani- 
mous consent to amend the bill in its present shape as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. Is thereobjection? The Chair hears none, and 
by unanimous consent amendmentswill be received. The amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from California will be stated. 

The Secretary. In section 2, line 23, page 26, after the word 
“earned,” it is proposed to strike out the remainder of the section 
in the following words: 

And, also, in the discretion of the court, he shall be liable to imprisonment 
for not more than one month. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from California. 

Mr. FRYE. I should very decidedly object to the amendment. 

Mr. PERKINS. I have had some experience in nautical affairs 
as well as in civil business matters. There is no law of which i 
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am aware on the statutes of the United States or upon the statute | to commence work in the mine, and those who had advanced the 
books of any State of the Union by which a person can be im- | money lost it. 


xrisoned for the violation of a civil contract. Many years ago 

ngland and many European countries passed such a law, but to 
their credit England and Norway have repealed those laws, and 
England and Norway have to-day a larger tonnage plying the 
ocean in the foreign trade and following the flags of their respec- 
tive countries than have all the other nations of the world. 

The United States have not heretofore taken a back seat in the 
treatment of their seamen and in recognizing the duty which they 
owe to their fellow-man of doing unto others as they would wish 
them to do unto them. It seems to me we can well afford in this 
case to punish the seaman by having him forfeit his wages and 
his effects, but I do not think we should go to the extent of im- 
prisoning him because he has failed to perform a civil contract. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from California allow me for a 
moment? Did any such law ever exist in this country? Did 
imprisonment ever exist in this country for such a cause? 

Mr. FRYE. Yes; and it was made a positive duty of the court 
to imprison the seaman. 

Mr. HILL. It does not now exist; it has been repealed? 

Mr. WHITE. It was repealed, and it is not exactly sought to 
reenact it. The imprisonment clause in modified form is put into 
this bill. We have no provision for imprisonment as the law now 
exists. Am I not right? 

Mr. FRYE. In the coastwise trade. 

Mr. WHITE. In the coastwise trade. 

Mr. HILL. How long ago was it repealed? 

Mr. WHITE. Two years ago, I think. 

Mr. FRYE. About two years ago. 

Mr. HILL. I should like to hear some reason why we propose 
to reenact it now. 

Mr. FRYE. Ican give the Senator from New York a reason, 
and I will give it with an illustration. Three or four months ago 
a ship was lying loaded in the city of Bath waiting for a crew. 
Our crews are nearly all shipped in Boston. An agent was sent 
to Boston to get the crew. He obtained a crew, and puid for 
obtaining the crew. They were duly shipped by the shipping 
commissioner. He then paid their traveling expenses from Bos- 
ton to Bath. They stayed overnight on board the ship, and then, 
without any excuse at all, deserted and went back to Boston, 
leaving the ship at a large demurrage for at least a week. 

Now, the penalty which exists to-day is the forfeiture of the 
wages earned. They had not earned auy wages. It is no penalty 
at all; it does not amount to anything, and our shipmasters say it 
is impossible for them to undertake to do business unless there is 
a greater penalty than aay that of forfeiture of the wages. 
This is in the coastwise trade, let me say to the Senator from New 
York. It always happens in these cases that the desertion is when 
the first shipment is made. It is not when they are off on a voy- 
age, or anything of that kind, but when thefirst shipment is made, 
and the forfeiture of the wages is a mere nothing, a bagatelle, and 
you can not hold a crew a moment by it. 

Now, the law which has existed heretofore compelled the court 
to imprison for a given length of time. This provision. simply 
says in the discretion of the court the seamen may be imprisoned 
for thirty days. 

Mr. HOAR, Is there a law in existence now that compels the 
Ohar FREE. Bs wan repelled Wes vines egy. Tilspeivinien | 

r. ’ was re © years ago. 8 provision is 
simply put in the bill as a deterrent on the sailors, so that they 
will not treat their contracts with utter levity and leave without 
any decent excuse at all. Of course if there were nothing in the 
case which called for the court to inflict a further penalty, the 
court would not do it, it being left in the discretion of the court. 

Mr. HiLL. Will the Senator allow me to make a further in- 
quiry? The Senator stated, of course, an extreme case, where the 
seamen obtained their moneys in advance on a promise, which of 
course would not make it obtaining money under false pretenses; 
but is the imprisonment limited to those cases where they obtain 
moneys virtually on false pretenses? 

Mr. FRYE, 0, sir; it is not limited. 

Mr. HILL. But it goes further, does it not, and inflicts impris- 
onment te follow the simple violation of the penalty? 

Mr. FRYE. Wherever the sailors have made a contract to ship 
at a given time on a certain ship and desert, then, in the discretion 
of the court, they may be imprisoned for thirty days. 

Mr. PERKINS. e illustration given by my friend from 
Maine is quite familiar to me, but I do not see that it differs 
materially from one I will cite that occurred a short time aoe in 
my own State. A mining company, engaged in mining, having 
a weeienee worth more than Sefiee te vaiue of an ordinary coast- 
ing vessel, met with an accident, and they sent to San Francisco 
for a large number of miners. They were paid their expenses of 

” , brokerage, etc., and taken to the mine to operate 
ft. W nen they reached there, the mine they believed to be unsafe, 
or for other reasons which were satisfactory to them, they declined 


- 


But what would my friend from Maine say if we had a law 
our statute books in California imprisoning those men in the 
cretion of the court, a country gestae of the peace, and in some of 
our Western States the justices of the have not been stu- 
dents of Blackstone all of their lives? t would he say if the 
law had im the penalty for their violation of this civil con- 
tract of sending them to prison? 

I think the same rule should apply to our 
have some bright, able, sober, conscientious men who are follow- 
ing the coasting trade upon the Atlantic, the Pacific, and the Gulf 
coasts. They are conscientious and honest. There are others, as - 
is the case in all other trades, who are not so reliable. I 
that we can force them to their contract without having this penal 
clause attached toour laws. Our wholenature revolts at the idea 
that when a man has committed no wrong, not even petty larceny, 
a justice of the peace may, in his discretion, send him to prison for 
thirty da I 5 x the amendment I have offered wiil 

Mr. WHITE, wish tosay a word with relation 


United States. That section I will read as it existed two years 
ago, and, as far as I can see, as it stands to-day. If Senators will 
follow the reading and take the proposed amendment of the law, 
they can observe the difference between the measure now before 
the Senate and the old statute. I will read the old statute. 
tion 4522 of the Revised Statutes is as follows: 

At the foot of every such contract to ship upon such a vessel of the 
of 50 tons or upward there shall be a memorandum in of the da 
selves om Sumrd to begin the vevege Mpeienon: an mETEEE: shall 
negiect to render hinsself on beard the veasel for which he hasshipped es the 
time mentioned in such memorandum, and if the 
on the day on which such neglect happened, make an 


of such vessel of the name of such seamen, ang shall i 
time that he so neglected to render himse' 
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nited States, which, ve 
debts of equal value, such seaman or mariner, or his surety or 
in case he shail have given sarety to proceed the voyage. 

That is the whole of the section. Hence the former 
to which the Senator from Maine referred, and w: my recol- 
lection is, was i rated in the old statute, must in some 
other section of the Revised Statutes, for there is noclause in sec- 
tion 4522 of the Revised Statutes providing for any imprisonment 
whatever. I mention that as perhaps from a remark I madea 
few moments ago the Senate might be led into error as to the 
former law. 

At the time this matter was under consideration, not this 
ticular amendment, but at the time we considered a similar bill, 
perhaps worded as this amendment is worded, I stated in the com- 
mittee that I felt an aversion to ding for the infliction of a 
pee by imprisonment in any civil action. Formerly. as we all 


now, debts were collected to a large extent in that way, and 
gradually, as we have scmamarhah, 46 taee-cheaad 
that of enforcing o When it seemed to be con- 
coted Ghat Ragland, Gerseeny. Pane eet: Sees 
ene eee a , it struck me, and 
Tam of the im on, this Government can not afford 
to enact more drastic regulations for seamen than those nations 
themselves have found essen’ 


tial. 
I have an aversion, as I have already stated, to enf 
pen mr org Fe is tres that thuce low diaseetion Inieetl fa 
e Ju . % 1 
slaty, aw, he tho dhncretion of thee county in ahet, ha Rinne ener 
But if we are to enforce this law at all the man must be arrested 
practically to bring him within the jurisdiction 
will be arrested, and when brought before the court it will 


within the power of the man who sits the bench to send him 
to jail. It is against the conference algae wedged 
of its extremely wrongful exervise, that I feel 

It is true that the judge may be lenient and he may never 
et except in an extreme case. Loss often comes to 
men w 


ve invested their capital by reason of the malconduct 
of men who are employed to act as sailors. Y 
example of the many ae Ne ee ee” 


walk of life. We may violate our civil contracts, 
nately we have no pecuniary resources, it may be that the person 
wronged can never compensate himself. 
But I am opposed to making a discrimination this class 
of men. I am to a law which give to the 
gentlemen who are engaged in the of commerce on the 








action. 
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d not be limited to 
moneys in advance, sub- 


reed 
a 


se pretenses, but in substance. 

will permit me, I will state 
makes it illegal to advance a sailor any 
ask if that is not making a felony out of 


different question. 
Is the Senator from New York through? 
Mr. HILL. I merely made the suggestion for your consider- 
on. : ‘ 
Mr. WHITE. Inviewofthe statement made by theSenator from 
New York, I will merely remark thatif the sailor obtained money 
in the way of an advance, at the same time having made up his 
mind om he would og the ee which ~ eee 
u comply wi agreement, w e of his 
am to ant work the money was uae ts him, it would 
ve ee of that turpitude w is a 
crime obtaining money under false pretenses, and wo 
indictable in some Statesevenas larceny. I do not know but that 
the law now would reach such acase; certainly it ought to do so, 
1 think. But the criticism u the section is that the mere 
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violation of the contract to do work is made an offense punish- 
able in the discretion of a court with an im t. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to call the tor’s attention to 
another fact, which I as important. 

_The PRESIDING CER. en ennane 


yield to the Senator from Nebraska 
Mr. WHITE. 


' Certainly. 
Mr. ALLEN. Iknow bat little about navigation or sailors; but 
a sailor who had signed a contract such as is provided for 


in section should be ill, or some member of 
his was taken ill, or there was some other excuse that all 
reasonable men would recognize as a reasonable excuse for 
not rendering himself on board the Should not some pro- 
vision be made for cases of that kind? 

Mr. FRYE. The bill provides for a twenty-four hours’ notice. 
Mr. ALLEN. I know, but suppose he is taken sick within that 
A No court would imprison him, of course, if he were 
Mr. WHITE. If the Senator from Nebraska will permit me, 


| 
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uses the word ‘ ” and I take it if a person be detained by 
reason of illness or by any paramount cause which it would be im- 


himeclt ‘on 
a ee “That he shall fail to render on 

the vessel.” It does ide for twenty-four hours’ notice, 
bat suppose he te taken or that some member of his family 
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board the vessel, under such circumstances that he could not do 
so or ought not to desert his family. 

Mr. WHITE. Of course there should be no ambiguity in this 
regard, if the Senator will permit me; but I hardly think that he 
could find any authority to the effect that “neglect” and “ fail” 
are synonymous. Of course the neglect to come would involve 
=e that there had been a failure, but a failure to come 

id not mean that there had been any neglect, because in the 
case to which I refer I donot think that negligence could be pred- 
m an absence over which the individual had no control. 
Still that could be reached by an amendment. 

Mr. ALLEN, I do not know what American court is to pass 
upon this statute or what construction it will give to it, but I 
think the Senator can call to his mind many instances in which 
the words ‘‘neglect” and “ fail” were evidently used by courts as 
synon 

Mr. WHITE. Very likely; but it is hardly accurate. 

Mr. ALLEN. The purpose of the bill, of course, is to require 
the seaman to a’ in fulfillment ofhis contract. He contracts 
absolutely and without condition to appear. Now, should it be 
merely left to the construction of a country justice, as my friend 
the junior Senator from California suggests, to determine whether 
he has neglected or not? Of course, a country justice is not sup- 
posed to know—— 

Mr. WHITE. Will the Senator from Nebraska allow me? 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator excuse me until I finish the 
sentence? 

Mr. WHITE. Certainly; excuse me. 

Mr. ALLEN. A country justice who lives out in the country, 
where there are but very few people, and where social and intellec- 
tual privileges are very limited, is not supposed toknow much law. 
He is not sup to have the enlarged opportunities and the 
intellectual field in which to roam at will that a justice or magis- 
trate residing in alarger municipality has. Is this question to be 
left simply to his discretion, to his uneducated mind, to his untu- 
tored mind, I might say? Wemight put in some provision in the 
construction of which not even an ordinary country justice can 
err. 
Mr. WHITE. I intended to inquire of the Senator from 
Nebraska when I last interrupted him as to whether an amend- 
ment interpolating the word ‘‘ willfully” would not cover the 
matter? 

Mr. ALLEN. That would probably cover the whole question, 
so that the element of inability of the seaman to appear upon the 
vessel may be submitted to the court or the jury, as the question 
might arise. 

Mr. WHITE. I have no doubt the Senator from Maine who 
has charge of the bill would accept an amendment to that effect. 

Mr. FRYE. I have no objection to accepting it. 

Mr. ALLEN. So it may become an issue in the trial? 

Mr. FRYE. Yes. 

Mr. ALLEN. Very well. Then I move to insert the word 
‘* willfully” before the word ‘‘ neglect” wherever it occurs in the 
section. 

Mr. HILL. Does that cover it? Under the circumstances it 
strikes me that is not sufficient. Ordinarily, of course, the word 
** willfully” would help out a statute, but where the simple ques- 
tion is-as to whether aman violates his contract and fails to serve 
or not, of course he does it willfully; he does it intentionally; he 
does it knowingly. 

Mr. ALLEN. IftheSenatorfrom New York will excuse me—— 

Mr. HiLL. Therefore I do not think it helps him out. 

Mr. HOAR. I suggest tothe Senater from New York the words 
‘* without reasonable cause.” The whole matter is in the discre- 
tion of the court. The court would deal with that question. 

Mr. HILL. That is a different thing. That might do. 

. Mr. ALLEN. Ido not want the Senator from New York or 
the Senator from Massachusetts to understand that I acquiesce, so 
far as I am concerned, in the = portior of.this section. I 
thall at the proper time (and if this is the proper time, I do so 
now) move to strike out the lines which impose upon a seaman 
the ae of imprisonment for failure to observe his contract. 

Mr. WHITE. If the Senator from Nebraska will permit me, 
there is an amendment to that effect now before the Senate. 

Mr. ALLEN. That is an amendment to strike out? 

Mr. WHITE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLEN. I will vote for that amendment. 

Mr. HILL. Iwish to make a suggestion to the Senator from 
Massachuse.is, who made the further suggestion of the words 
*“ without reasonable cause.” At first I thought that possibly it 
would answer the purpose. But will it? 1s reasonable cause the 
illness of his family? He still can complete his contract; he still 
can go. Is it not leaving it open? If he wants to get married, is 


that a reasonable cause for him to violate his contract? 
Mr. ALLEN. The Senator from New York ought to know, 
Mr. President, 





ea) 


Mr. HILL. That is the reason why I am asking the question— 
I might want to volunteer and enlist myself. hat is a reason- 
able cause; some reasonable, sufficient excuse for violating the 
contract? He might become intoxicated, be arrested, and put in 
jail, and could not go. That might be held, , in ion 
chusetts a reasonable cause. He might be aetained for some 
reason. Sickness would be a reasonable cause, but there is a 
large number of instances, like sickness in the family—something 
of that kind—which could not be strictly held to be a reasonable 
cause. That is the question I suggested. 

Mr. HOAR. Ido not want to interfere with the pending bill, 
which my honorable friend from Maine is mnch better able to 
take care of than I am, and I merely made the su: tion think- 
ing it might save debate. I suppose when you say that if a sailor 
nelects to return on board a ship at a given time he may be 
imprisoned, in the discretion of the court, not exceeding a month, 
if we have a decent magiutracy, as we always have had and 
always I think shall have in this country, the man aw safe 
aguinst being punished for one of those excuses which the com- 
mon sense and common feeling of all mankind considers sufficient. 
So if it had said, ‘‘ If the man shall neglect, he may be punished in 
the discretion of the court,” and it turned out that his mother or 
his wife or his child were lying dead in his house or were sick 
with a dangerous illness, no judge would punish him for that 
negiect. Of course it would be willful neglect. The word ‘ will- 
ful” would not help it, because it would be willful neglect if 
neglect at all. Butif in addition to that you put in the words 
‘‘ without sufficient excuse,” then the judge is compelled to pass 
on the question whether the thousand cases that may be supposed 
are a sufficient excuse,in addition to his having this discretion 
on the whole thing. Any judge whom I suppose fit to be a judge 
would say that any of the cases which have been suggested on 
the floor of the Senate would afford an ample excuse for not com- 

lying with a civil contract, and would act accordingly. If a 
judge can not be trusted in that case he can not be trusted in 
any case in which the life or property or liberty of a citizen is 
imperiled. 

1 remember an incident that I am sometimes reminded of when 
we are making such legal ee to govern.a case. -A very 
brilliant and witty friend of mine, who was clerk of the Massa- 
chusetts house of r tatives for a great many years, saw in a 

per a statement that he was going to publish a treatise on par- 
Aa neutart law. He wrote a letter to the paper, in which he 
denied the statement; but he said if he did undertake such a work 
he would sum it up in a single sentence, “‘ Never have an ass in 
the chair.” I think that doctrine may be applied to these provi- 
sicns regulating courts. If you have —s in the judicial seat 
nobody is safe, whatever law you pass, and if you have a sensible 
man in the judicial seat you are safe certainly with a law like 
this. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from California [ Mr. 
PERKINS]. 

Mr, FRYE. I desire to say a word before the amendment is 
acted upon. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator from Maine allow me to put 
my amendment in a little different shape? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Nebraska 

reposes to change the language of the clause which the Senator 
Sicun California has moved to strike out. 

Mr. ALLEN. I want to change section 2, im tine 9, on page 25, 
section 4522, by striking out the word ‘‘ neglect” and inserting the 
words ‘‘ without reasonable cause fail;” in line 13, by striking out 
the word “ neglect” and inserting the word ‘‘failure;” in line 17 
by striking out the word “ neglect” and inserting the word “* fail;” 
in line 20, on page 26, by striking out the word ‘‘neglect” and 
inserting the words “fail without reasonable cause.” 

Mr. FRYE, I have no objection to any of those amendments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that a 
part of the amendment now proposed relates to the text which the 
amendment offered by the ator from California proposes to 
strike oat. By unanimots consent all of the amendments sug- 
gested by the Senator from Nebraska can be considered as adopted, 

Mr. WHITE. Is not the Chair in error as to that? ~The words 
which the Senator from California [Mr. PERKINS} moved to strike 
out T do net think were involved in the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Nebraska, 

Mr. FRYE. Not at all. 

Mr. PERKINS. Notatall. If the Secretary will refer to the 
amondment, he will see that I have simply proposed to strike out 
the imprisonment clause. 

Ths PRESIDING OFFICER. [If theamendments do not relate 
to that text, as the Chair supposed, then they will be ed 
until after the amendment by the Senator from California 
shall have been disposed ef; and the amendment offered by the 
Senator from California will new be stated. 

Tne SECRETARY. In section 2 of the amendment reported by 
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makes @ trade with the sailor to join such a ship. Undoubtedly 
he gets a dollar or two dollars from the captain of the ship for 
doing the work. 

Mr. CALL. But the agreement is not binding unless made 
under the su ision of the Government officer? 

Mr. FRYE. No; it is not. 

Mr. CALL. Is that officer required to see that the sailor is ina 
sober and condition at the time he signs the articles? 

Mr. FR I do not think the law says that. 

Mr. CALL. There ought to be some provision of that kind. 

Mr. WHITE. If the tor from Maine will permit me, he 
stated the law of England with reference to shipping masters and 
the power of a shipmaster. I should like to ask the Senator 
w he has investigated the laws of Norway, Sweden, Den- 
mark, and also of Germany, in that regard, and what they are? 
I have heard statements that there was no penal provision what- 
ever in those countries. I am not personally aware of the condi- 
tion of the statutes of those nations. 

Mr. FRYE. There is no penal provision in England. The law 
there simply provides that the captain of a ship may call on a 
police officer to take the sailor and put him in irons on board the 
ship, and there is no sailor in Christendom who would not rather 
have the discretion of the court as to thirty days’ imprisonment 
than to be carried in irons and to be placed on board ship. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will ask the Senator if there is any doubt 
as to the duty of the shipping commissioner to refuse to allow a 
contract to be made with a man who is not in a condition to 
make it? 

Mr. FRYE. Of course it is the duty of every intelligent cificer 
to see that a man knows what he is about. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator seemed to be replying differ- 
ently to the Senator from Florida when he said the owner of the 
ship could not know what took place before the shipping commis- 
sioners. I donot know whether or not there are specific provi- 
sions of law which require the shipping commissioner to see, 
before he certifies a sailor’s contract, that the sailor is not drunk 
or unfit to make a contract, but I do know, as a matter of common 
sense, that it is his duty, and that the shipping commissioner is 
provided for the very purpose of requiring that the contract shall 
be deliberately comeek into by the seaman. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from Maine or the Senator from 
California, whoever is entitled to the floor, yield for a brief execu- 
tive session? It is evident that we can not conclude the bill 
to-night, and I will therefore move an executive session. 

Mr. FRYE. One moment, if the Senator please. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New 
York yield to the Senator from Maine? 

Mr. HILL. Certainly. 

Mr. FRYE. I donot think the Senator from California [Mr. 
PERKINS} had any purpose except a good one in offering his amend- 
ment, but I think that some of the discussion which has taken 
place has helped delay this bill so that another very important one 
can not come under consideration thisafternoon. If it is true that 
any Senator has had that purpose, I hope the next time, if I shall 
ask unanimous consent, that no objection will be interposed to 
considering those bills. They are very important bills. 

Mr. HIL How many of them have we passed now? 

Mr. FRYE. We have passed one, but there are four House bills 
that ought | to be in conference, and all four of them are very im- 

t 8. : 

Mr. HILL. So far as I am concerned, I have no objection to 
the Senator making a request to have the bills made special orders. 

Mr. HOAR. I think there is no objection to going on and pass- 
— a bill to-night. 

Mr. FRYE, I should be compelled, if the vote was declared to 
be in favor of striking out that clause, to call for the yeas and 
nays, which would develop no quorum, and that would be the 
end of the bill. 

Mr. WHITE. The yeas and nays will be called for in any event. 

Mr. PERKINS. The Senator from Maine only does me justice 
“when he says that he thinks I had no ulterior motive in offering the 
amendment. I am surprised myself at the tempest which has 
Ta in a teapot on account of my moving to strike out-— 

5 pone I — to the Senator calling the Senate “a tea- 
Me ughter. 
Pee. bave I was going to object to the same thing. 
want to be called that. [Langhter.] 

Mr. PERKINS. I simply proposed to strike out a provision 
ent man for the violation of a civil agreement. 

. . How did the Senator from California get the floor 
away from me? 

Mr. PERKINS. I will yield, but I want to say a word, if the 
Senator from New York will allow. 

Mr. HILL. Yes. 

Mr, PERKINS. Iam going to offer half a dozen more amend- 
ments to the bill. If I had any doubts before, I know I am right 
in my position now. 





I do not 
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Mr. CHANDLER. [If the Senator from New York will allow 
me, I suggest that the Senator from Maine ask that the pending 
bill shali be made the unfinished business after the present un- 
finished business is oat of the way. 

Mr. FRYE. No; because if I can have my way, the Pacific 
funding bill will be the next unfinished business, I think it has 

waited ‘jong enough for a hearing. 

Mr. HILL. Then these sailors will have to wait for some time. 

Mr. CHANDLER. _I will ask the Senator how he hopes to get 
another day in court for this bill? 

Mr, FRYE. If the bill is to be amended as the Senator from 
California proposes, the Senator from Maine has no desire to have 
it considered any further—not the slightest. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That can not be decided until there is a full 
Senate. How does the Senator from Maine propose to again bring 
this biil before the Senate if we await his pleasure on that subject? 

Mr. FRYE, The Senator from Maine is not prepared just now 
to say 

Mr. ‘BATE. The Senator from Maine promised us the other 
evering when he secured an agreement for the consideration of 
bills from the Committee on Commerce that there would not be 
any dehate about them; and here we have had debate on one of 
the bills which has occupied all the evening. ~ 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. HILL. I renew my motion for an executive session. 

The motion was eed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After seven minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o’clock and 31 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until Monday, January 11, 
1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate January 7, 1897. 
POSTMASTERS. 


Oliver Z, Glenn, to be postmaster at Lebanon, in the county of 
Smith and State of Kansas, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
aud after January 1, 1897. 

Nellie Lehane, to be postmaster at Fort Riley, in the county of 
Geary and State of Kansas, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. 

Alfred B. Gowdy, to be postmaster at Campbellsville, in the 
county of Taylor and State of Kentucky, the appointment of a 
postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in 
the President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Miss Sebelle Knox, to de postmaster at Clinton, in the parish of 
East Feliciana and State of Louisiana, the appointiaent of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after January. 1, 1897. 

William B. Taylor, to be postmaster at Mansfield, in the parish 
of De Soto and State of Louisiana, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, aa e vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1 

Emma L. Lombard, to be master at South Ashburnham, in 
the county of Worcester and State of Massachusetts, the appoint- 
ment of a tmaster for the said office having, by" law, become 
vested in the President on and after January 1, 1897. 

CibnoreCamspbell, to be postmaster at Schooleraft, in the county 
of Kalamazoo and State of Michigan, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Nicholaus Koenigs, to be postmaster at Melrose, in the county 
of Stearns and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Dwight E. Lockwood, to be postmaster at Hibbing, in the 
county of St. Louis and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a 
postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in 
me President on and after January 1, 1897. 

h M. Quinn, to be p+ amor’ at Mapleton, in the county of 
Bins Sarth and State o oe the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

James Reid, to be eee at South St. Paul, in the county 
of Dakota and State of Minnesota, the appointment ‘of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become yested in the President 
on and after January 1, 1897. 

Martin Shea, to be postmaster at Perham, in the county of Otter- 
tail and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, b law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. 

Charles Ray, to be postmaster at Cassville, in the county of 
Barry and State of Missouri, the appointment of a postmaster for 
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reen, to be — at Warrenton, in the county of 
Warren and State of North Carolina, the of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 
Duncan D. McIntyre, to be postmaster at por Sag ey in the 
county of Richmond and State of North Carolina, the 
ment of a postmaster for the said office having. law, 
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John nyers, a dinsntep 
Towner and State of- North Dakota, the tment of — 
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President on and after January 1, 1897. 
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of Hami!ton and State of Ohio, the appointment of 
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David Stephens, to be postmaster at Bradner, in oat 
Wood and State of Ohio, the appointment of-a a postmaster for 
said office having, by law, become vested in the President on ra 
after January 1, 1897. 
Andrew J. Bard, to postmaster at Rock, in the 
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Jacob P. Criss, to be er at New Wilmington, in the 
county of Lawrence and State of Bennsylvania, the appointment 
of a postmaster for the said office having, oy law, become vested 
in the President. on and after January 1, 1 

at Dunbar, in the coun 


Margaret B. Doonan, to be 
of Fayette and State of Pennsylvania, the a tment of a 
vested in the 


master for the said office having, by law, 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

George Huhn, to be postmaster. at Etna, in the county of Alle- 
gheny and State of eon the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, ‘oF law, become vested in ‘the President 
on and after January 1, 1 

Amasa A. Swingle, to be 
of Lackawanna and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a 
ostmaster for the said office ee. become vested in the 

ident on and after January 1,1 

John W. Clark, to be ostmaster at Ripley, in the county of 
Lauderdale and State of ‘ennessee, ae ent of a aera 
ter for the said office having, by law, become 
dent on and after January 1, 1897. 

Daniel D. Scott, to be at Jellico, in the county of 
Pema gi and State of Tennessee, the appointment-of a a postmaster 
for the said office ie ay law, become vested in the President 


on and after January 1, 
Mira Johnson, to be pease at Mount Pleasant, in —— 
of Titus and State of a the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1 

James Hughes, to be postmaster at Mercur, in the county of 
Tooele and State of Utah, the appointment of a ‘late for the 
said office having. by law *, become vested in the President on and 
after = anuary 1, y 1 189%. 

George Mason, to be aster at Walsen 
of Huerfanoand State of Colorado, in the 
whose commission expired January 4,1 

William Gallagher, to be postinaster at 
county of Washington and State of a the place of ' 
Gallagher, whose commission expires J. ae 17, 1897. - 
William G. Messler, to be postmaster 
county of Livingston and State of Illinois, nr place of Frank ceoahentel tak 
H. Bangs, whose commission expires January 14, 


, in the county 
George Mason, 


in the 
Altians 





1897. 





Poter Frermes, 09 be postuanter of Dyersville, in the county of 
Dubuque and State of lowa, in ae 


— January 14,1 


M. d. be at Parkersburg, in the county of 
pias ma tee Iowa, in the of John Knapp, whose 
comaeasten eer Bike postmaare ‘at Se in the county of 

vid H. ’ at Seymour, coun 

~ State of Iowa, in the place of James H. Morrison, 

expired January 5, 1897. 

Stephen C. Maynard, to be postmaster at Grand Junction, in 
the county of Green and State of Iowa, in the place of Henry Ket- 
tell, whose expires Jan 14, 1897. 

W. J. Semmons, to be postmaster at har, in the county of 
O’Brien and State r lowa, a= lace of P. Clark, whose 

anuary 14, 3 
Charles E. Monell, to be postmaster at Kirwin, in the county of 
Phillips and State of Kansas, aes Mary L. White, whose 
ex anuary 5, : 

Frank F. Ph to be postmaster at Merrimac, in the count 
of Essex and State of Massachusetts, in the place of Elizabeth W. 
Smart, whose commission December 20, 1896. 

William H. , to be postmaster at Foxboro, in the ey 
of Norfolk and State of Massachusetts, in the place of Florence M. 
Carpenter, whose commission expired January 4, 1897. 

Grovenor D. McCubrey, to be postmaster at Barnesville, in the 
county of Clay and State of Minnesota, in the place of Grovenor 
D. McCu whose commission expires January 23, 1897. 

Lang C. Allen, to be r at Clarksdale, in the county of 
Coahoma and State of Mississippi, in the place of Anna Durham, 
whose commission ——— December 14, 1896. 

William V. Leech, to be postmaster at Cape Girardeau, in the 
county of Cape Girardeau and State of Missouri, in the — of 
Oscar Cramer, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Alexander Devine, to be D+ or mc at Anaconda, in the wore 
of Deerlodge and State of Montana, in the place of Rogers Ed- 
wards, whose ission expires January 21, 1897. 

Grace Lamont, to be —— at Dillon, in the county of 
Beaverhead and State of Montana, in the place of Grace Lamont, 


whose commission omy January 4, 1897. 
John B. Taylor, to be postmaster at Boulder, in the county of 
Jefferson and state of ee the place of George Pfaff, whose 


on — 14, 1896. 
Francis A. Simons, to be postmaster at Cedar Rapids, in the 
county of Boone and State of Nebraska, in the place of Dennis 
Tracy, whose commission expires January 7, 1897. 
Herman J. Kohjhaas, to be postmaster at Paterson, in the county 


of Passaic and State of New Jersey, in the place of A. H. Demarest, 
d 


eceased, 
' Charles W. Blackman, to be postmaster at Caledonia, in the 
county of Livingston and State of New York, in the place of 
R. W. Matteson, whose commission expires January 14, 1897. 
Virginia Jones,to be postmaster at Cortland, in the county of 
Cortland and State of New York, in the place of Benton B. Jones, 


deceased. 

H. M. Bennett, to be ter at Derry Station, in the county 
of Westmoreland and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of John- 
son D. Neely, whose commission expires January 14, 1897. 

William Grier, to be at New Bloomfield, in the 
county of Perry and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of Henry 
C. Shearer, whose commission ires January 7, 1897. 

Milton F. Moyer, to be at Lykens, in the county of 
Dauphin and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of Jacob Alvord, 
whose commission expires January 25, 1897. 

Isaac G. Pfautz, to be postmaster at Lititz, in the county of 
Lancaster and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of J. B. Goble, 
Se eee eas Se 

m M. Farrington, postmaster at Memphis, in the 
county of Shelby and State of Tennessee, in the dane of Robert 
B. Armour, resigned, 


CONFIRMATIONS, 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate January 7, 1897. 
CONSUL. 


George Sawter, of Connecticut, formerly commercial agent at 
Glanchau, Germany, to be consul of the United States at that place. 


POSTMASTERS. 


Norman W. Kelso, to be postmaster at Mechanicsville, in the 
i a toga = State <r York. onal 
am F. nen , to ate nce at us, in the 

county of econo and State of New York. 

Nettie J. Van Inwegen, to be postmaster at Ortonville, in the 
county of Bigstone and State of Minnesota. 

R. Lindsay Kent, to be postmaster at Verona, in the county of 
Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania. 


Dod 


B. Frank Palmer, to be postmaster at Larchmont, in the county 
of Westchester and State of New York. 

James 8. Boyd, to be tmaster at Cold Spring, in the county 
of Putnam and State of New York. 

Charles W. Anderson, to be postmaster at Fishkill on the Hud- 
son, in the county of Dutchess and State of New York. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, January 7, 1897. 
The House met at 12 o’clock m., and was called to order by the 


Speaker. 
Prayer by the Rev. W. H. Miuauryn, D. D., Chaplain of the 
Senate 





The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 
CERTAIN OFFICERS, ALASKA TERRITORY. 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of two House bills, which are dependent 
upon each other. Action upon one necessitates the passage of the 
other. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the first bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 7087) to amend section 8 of the act entitled “An act providing a 
civil government for Alaska,” approved May 17, 1884. 

Be it enacted. etc., That section 8 of an act entitled “An act providing a 
civil government for Alaska be, and the same is hereby, amended by strik- 
ing out the words “the commissioner — for by this act to reside in 
Sitka shall be ex officio register of said land office, and the clerk provided for 
by. this act shall be ex officio receiver of public moneys, and the marshal pro- 

ded for by this act shall be ex officio surveyor-general of said district.” 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, the next bill (H. R. 7088) should be 
considered in connection with the one which has just been read. 
One of them is a repealing act, which would leave the law imper- 
fect without oe joe of the other. 

Mr. McMILLIN. r. Speaker, reserving the right to object, I 
should like to have the report read. 

Mr. LACEY. The report may be read, or I can make a brief 
explanation which I think will be satisfactory. — 

r. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, let the second bill be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 7088) to create the office of surveyor-general in Alaska. 

Be it enacted, etc., That there shall be appointed by the President, by and 
with theadvice and consent of the Senate, a surveyor-general for the District 
of oe one surveying district. 

Sxc. 2. t the surveyor-general of Alaska shall receive a salary at the 
rate of $2,500 per annum. 

The Committee on the Public Lands recommended an amend- 
ment striking out of line 2, in section 2, the words ‘‘ five hundred.” 

Mr. LACEY. Now, Mr. Speaker, the report on the bill H. R. 
7087 will explain the whole matter, or perhaps I can make it clear 
to the House in a briefer way. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Reserving the right to object, I should like to 


| hear the report read. 


Mr. LACEY. I will ask the Clerk to read the report on the bill 
H. R. 7087. 

The report (by Mr. Lacry) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7087) to amend section &§ of an act entitled “An act providing a civil govern- 
ment for Alaska,” approved May 17, 1884, submit the following report: 

Your committee recommend the passage of this bill for the reasons set 
forth in the annexed letters from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office and the port of the Interior. 


The bill was pre by the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND Office, 
Washington, D. C., February 28, 1896. 
Srr: In my annual report for 1895, pages 62, 63, and 64, I set forth at some 


length the great importance and necessity for the enactment of a law creat- 
ing the office of Uni States surveyor-general for Alaska. 

This matter also formed the subject of a special remark in my reports for 
1893 and 184. The need for this office, in view of the development of the 
mining interests, is constantly increasing, and the duties devolving upoa the 
ex officio surveyor-general, who is also the United States marshal, are such 
as to require his entire time in the former capacity. 

I have therefore prepared a bill which is herewith inclosed, and urgently 
recommend that the same be introduced in both Houses of Congress under 


your sanction and approval. 

Taleo transmit a draft of a bill re ng that portion of section 8 of the act 
of May 17, 1884 (23 Stat. L., p. 26), which provides that the commissioner, clerk, 
and shall as ex officio poghter. receiver, and surveyor-general, 


stivelf. 
our attention is called to the fact that section 2234 of the Revised Statutes 
provides that a register and receiver shall be appointed for each land district 
established by law, and to the further fact that the first sentence in said sec- 
tion 8 (23 Stat. L., p. 26) ents “that said district of Alaska is hereby cre- 
ated a land district, and the United States land office for said district is 
hereby located at Sitka.” 

You will note that with that portion of said section § (23 Stat. L., p. 26), 
re a ister and receiver may be appointed for this district under 
section of the Revised Statutes. 

The necessity for this action is constantly brought to my notice, and, for 
the reason stated in my annual report for 1895, page 64,1 am satisfied that 
the } tion asked will be in the interests of the public service. 


ery respectfully, 
? 5S. W. LAMOREUX, Commissioner. 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, March 10, 1896. 
Srr: Ihave the honor to hand you herewith copies of two bills prepared 
by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, one of which creates the 
oilice of surveyor-general in AJaska, and the other seeks to amend section 8 
of an act entitled “An act pons civil government for Alaska,” ap- 
proved May 37, 1884 (23 Stat. L., 26). Ialso transmit herewith a copy o 
the Commissioner's letter, the 28th ultimo, submitting said bills for my 
consideration. 


I know of no reason why the bills should not be enacted into law. 
Very respectfully, 
HOKE SMITH, Secretary. 
Hon. Joun PF. LAcwy, 
Chairman Committee on the Public Lands, 
Touse of Representa: .ves. 


Mr. DINGLEY. I should like to ask the gentleman if the effect 
of the passage of these two bills is to create three new offices, 
namely, surveyor, receiver, and register? 

Mr. LACEY. The effect of the bill is to create one new office, 
namely, a surveyor-general, at a salary of $2,000 a year. At pres- 
ent the other parties perform the duties of register and receiver 
and reveive the compensation. There will be no extra expense on 
accountof that. The only expense added to the administration of 
affairs in Alaska will be the $2,000 for surveyor-general. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Twenty-five hundred dollars. 

Mr. LACEY. No; $2,000. There is an amendment proposed to 
strike out the $500; and the increased business in opening up that 
cov.atry for settlement will more than pay this expense. It will 
be an asset rather than a liability,in my judgment. The Depari- 
ment has asked this relief for several years. 

Mr. DINGLEY. And the committee are satisfied that the crea- 
tion of this officer, the surveyor-general, is absolutely necessary 
for the protection of the public imterest? 

Mr. LACEY. Unquestionably so. The marshalisnow required 
to perform the duties of that office, without being qualified to do 
so, end without having the time. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Does he receive the compensation? 


Mr. LACEY. He receives the compensation. 
Mr. McMILLIN, Weare unable to hear the gentleman's state- 
ment, 


Mr. LACEY. Did the gentleman hear the report: read? 

Mr. McMILLIN. I heard the report read. 

Mr. LACEY. Iwas only explaining, Mr.S er, that the only 
additional expense would be the salary of the surveyor-general. 
The marshal now receives the fees of that office, which are about 
enoagh to pay the snrveyor-general. Practically it will involve 
mo expense, and it will facilitate the transaction of the land busi- 
ness there. There is quite a settlement opening up in Alaska, and 
large mining interests are being developed in that country. 

hir, McMILLIN, Have the duties of the office increased to that 
degree that they can not be proverly performed by those upon 
whom they were devolved by the inal act? 

Mr. LACEY. The original act requires double duty on the part 
ofthe marshal. It is reported to us from the Secretary of the In- 
terior and the Commissioner of the General Land Office that the 
marshal can not perform these duties satisfactorily. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to ask the gentleman if this 
is the same bill that was considered last session? 

Mr. LACEY. It has never been considered. It was reported, 
but never considered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Does this provide for the representation 
of the Territory? 

Mr. LACEY. It is nothing but a land bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman will remember that we 
had the other bill pending last session. It is not that, is it? 

t is not that bill. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I would like to ask the gen- 
themin if this o the lands of Alaska to settlement? Is there 
7 change im the existing land laws of that Territory? 

r. LACEY. ‘There is no change whatever. This is simply to 
carry out the existing law. Sage 

The SPEAKER. there objection to the consideration of the 
two biils reported to the House? [Aftera pause.] The Chair 
hears none. The question is on the engrossment and third read- 
ing cf the bill H. z. 7087. 

e bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 


being e it was accordingly read the third time, and . 
Tie SPEAKER, The Clerk will now report the next naan 
The Clerk read as follows: ' 
A bill (BL. B. 7088) to create the office of surveyor-general in Alaska. 
The SPEAKER. To this the committee reports an amendment, 
which the Clerk will 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Im section 2, line 2, after the word “thousand,” strike out the words “five 
hundred; so as to read “at the rate of $2,000 per annum.” . 

The amendment was agreed to. : 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
‘naa, onl adil 
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On motion of Me, LAiCREY, weston, da soneeies’ votes: 
which the aovetal Bilis tore pele eas ieiaan MEE w 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. POWERS. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded. 
RESIGNATION OF A MEMBER. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the following commu- 
nication from the secretary of state of New York. 
The Clerk read as follows: : 
Sr. N ¥ OF SECRETARY 
ATE OF New YorK, OrFice oF nwary i 1807, 
Dear Str: Hon. Franx S. BuAck hasresigned the e 
in Congrats See See eects Galan ee eee 
ery truly, yours, 


INO. PALMER, Secretary of State. 
Hon. THomas B. Regen, * 


si Speaker House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. : : 
PACIFIC RAILROAD FUNDING BILL. 


The SPEAKER. The order is that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the House on the state of 
for the purpose of considering the ] 


f 
(H. R. 8189), and the 


Pacific railroad fu 
gentleman from New York, Mr. Pa 
take the chair. 


report the order. 


*The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That on Thursday, J: 7, 1897, the 
Journal, the House shall calcive eal labs of the 
on the state of the Union for the consideration of 8189, ry 
bill to amend an act entitled ‘An act to aid in the construction of a 
and telegraph line from the Missouri River tothe tosecure 
to the Government the use of the same for postal, other Bar. 
Leemgelln < pmemeetn. also to amend an act 2, 
also an act ayproved May 7, both in said 
act and other acts and supplemental to 
vide for the settlement of out of the issue in 
the construction of secure the 

edness to the United States of companies * that 


pragma ay ma ee thie the hour of 5 
the an 

time gemamel debate close, and then said shall be 
and consideration under the 

at which time the committee shall rise and report the 


ments tothe House. The previous question shall be 
on the paces ere and the ee tae cantiie re 
thereon shall be taken immediately after the of 


day, January 1). 
Phe Clerk will report the bill. 





The CHAIRMAN. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill to amend an act entitled “An act to aid in the of a rail- 
road en@Seaggee ne eens Denes Deemer Ocean, to 





The CHAIRMAN. 


The from Vermont asks unani- 
mous consent that the reading of the bill be dispensed with. Is 


— objection? ne : ae 
Tr. CHARDSO * . hairman, want @ question 
I understand the 


before I give consent. views written by the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. BeL.] have been exhausted also. I 
think we gg have a reprint. 
Mr. PO I would to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee that in consequence of the fact that this bill in its terms 
provides that it should take effect on the 1st of January, 1897, 
will be noomnaey - reprint ee the Ui, Lah ey = 16 com- 
mittee rises ask a reprin : necessary 
changes to conform to the c of dates. 5 
Mr. RICHARDSON. And you include with that 


that there be a re the views written by the gentleman 


To POWERS” I will, with s grist desl of pleasure: 

*. a 7 
Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, there is one matter to which 
I would like to call the attention of the chairman of the Commit- 
eerhe CHAIRMAN Te first question is, nere is objec- 

e » 

tion to sing with the of the bill? a 

The Ottsts teens ee ebgeaiinan -. 
Mr. Texas. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask 

man from Vermont a IT have a substitute 
prepared and which I desi 6 8 at ae 
would ask him if he would not be willing to have an made 
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: 10 miles—5 sections for every 10 miles. These lands were granted 
. POWERS. I will include that in my request when the | to these two corporations for the purpose of enabling them to 


the railroad which the Government so much desired. 


| 
| 





w, Mr. Chairman, by an understanding had with the mem- | In addition to that, Congress gave to these companies a subsidy, 
suanal ae ee recite Railroads, thé time for debate is | as it is termed and will be termed in this discussion. That sub- 
to be equally divided between the friends and the of | sidy consisted of this, that the Government should issue thirty- 
this bill; a the same shall | year 6 per cent bonds and deliver them to the companies as fast 
the time on behalf of the > as they completed the several sections of the road. 

from Missouri [Mr. Hupparp} control the time on the The act of 1862 provided that on the completion of a section of 
of the . Task that that 40 miles of road and upon proof of that fact being made to the 
be an order of the committee. Secretary of the Treasury he should issue to the company, per 

The C . Unanimous consent is asked that the time | mile, the subsidy bonds in the ratio provided in the act. at 
for general debate be divided —— between’ the two sides, the | ratio was that in the open country between the Missouri and the 
affirmative to be controlled by gentleman from Vermont and | foothills of the Mountains the subsidy should be at the 
the negative by the tleman Missouri . HusBarp}. | rate of ae Ee e. I call attention specifically to the fact 
Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair none, and | that this subsidy was granted by the mile, and not as an entire 
it is so ordered. The gentleman from Vermont. : amount. It was a su 

Mr. POWERS. 


bsidy by the mile upon completed sections 
Mr. Chairman, in opening the discussion mpon | of the railroad, and nothing else. The act further provided that 
this question, which I think the House will soon perceive is the | in crossing over the ountains, and also in crossing over 
for considera- | the Sierras on the California end, the subsidy of $16,000 per mile 

tion at I shall endeavor to address inyself to the can- | should be , making $48,000 per mile, and that between the 
sound of the House. If there be any attempt | Reckies and the Sierras, where the work of construction was more 

during the a of this debate to make to the preju- | difficult than on the outside ends of the line, the subsidy should 
eee ene ie eee es | eee cena ake ermal ad walt, the Gornnmens na 
that pri . itisea ‘ \ i which the Government of 
we intend to submit to the consideration of the House. It is a| the United rendered toward the completion of this great 
i an appeal is to be made | national highway. 

: 7 a ; Aye a ee, ~ is on us bs remeniber that 
can serve the purpose that I am charged i y ding of a transcontinental line of railroad from the 
“tr —_ j a ieee tm Ee Lee ener _ not a difficult work. We 

Go eee railroad and, before going upon it in ight o' t history of railroad building, 
further, I would say that if any gentleman should desire to sub- | and we see that four or five of on great transcontinental lines 
i wi ive a have been built. But when you go back to 1862 you find that this 
inte’ answer if he will be kind enough to withhold them | was looked upon as an almost impossible venture. The debates 
until I shall have concluded the main part of my remarks, beca which were had here in demonstrate that not one man 


: 


use 
interruption will break the continuity of the story, and I think | in three had at that time the slightest idea that a road across what 
amore useful will be served, and it will be more satis- | was themsupposed to be the Great American Desert could be built, 
to those who seck information in good faith, if they will | or that engimeering skill was uate to the task of mastering 
make a note of any questions they desire to put and submit them | the summits of the Rocky and the Sierra mountains. But it was 
when I shall have concluded my remarks. done. Looking at it from the standpoint of the men who took 
I begins the history of this great enterprise of construct- | this work im hand, it is not strange tuat in spite of the great patri- 
ing a railroad from the waters of 


Missouri to the waters of | otic ae which the Administration had in view at that time— 
the Sacramento in California. Many men the for the construction of this road for the public good— 
ry | there was still great hesitation at the almost impassable obstacles 

that it was to build such a railroad, but none of those | that presented themselves to the promoters of this enterprise. 
theories took form or shape until the war broke out in 1861, and |, But thesecompanies went forward. Under the act of 1862 they 
the Administration then in power discovered that there was a sort | endeavored to enlist private capital in the enterprise. But it 
of wavering to the American flag on the Pacific Coast, | looked so chimerical—it looked to busimess men so practically 
and, for patriotic reasons, desired the construction of a transcon- | absurd—that very little money was raised, and the scheme seemed 
i the of California and of | to be paralyzed from the start. So those men came back to Con- 
that section of country had hoped and that men | gress in 1864 and said to the members of both Houses: ‘‘ We can 
had had fond anticipations some pained. not raise ths ws capital to construct these railroads; we 
are to remem- | are hampered by the fact that the Government itself, under the 
ber that the country was in the very throes of the greatest | act of 1962, is to have a bottom mortgage on the railroad; we can 
modern times. not raise money ourselves to build the road. But we ask you to 
anding all the obstacles that were presented by the | permit these companies to place upon the road a first mortgage 
condition of nares this enterprise, | underlying the claim of the Government; and with the sale of the 
backed by an t isi on the part of Congress, | bonds and the proceeds of that mortgage, plus the aid that is to 
the completion of this great work, and in | be rendered by the Government, we can assure Congress that the 

a short time thereafter were enabled to see full fruition of | road can be constructed.” 
the this and | Im 1864 Congress had the same patriotic ardor for the construc- 
at the doors of Congress for a charter and for such sub- | tion of these roads that it had in 1862. It very readily, therefore, 
zi ose Saotint von’ pay — oa os a = SS characteristic of the leg- 
was every accomplish i is the fact that the Government stepped back one 
the result call that Boccnannt aid must be obtained; | pace in the lien which it was to impose on these roads and the 
ear to this securities for the repayment of the subsidy which had been given 
view which I have ref them, and allowed the companies themselves to place beneath the 
the act of July 1, 1862, by which the Union Railroad | mo of the Government a mortgage of prior obligation upon 
was chartered and endowed with all the usual fran- whic 


’ ey.could realize money for the prosecution of this enter- 
chises of a railroad with power to construct a rail- se. 

road from the Missouri on the east to the PacificOcean on | Now, those two acts—the act of 1962 and the act of 1864—con- 
west. At the same time, and of the same 


as act, tain the charters of the Union and Central Pacific railroads, so 

endowed the Central Pacific Raibond peer ot California's far as the provisions of these charters are important for us to 
ee eS ees with consider to-day. The whole legislation is there found, and it is 
F franchises that were conferred upon the Union Pacific | readily aan to members. It is embraced in the report of 
say the Commissioner of Railroads for 1895, and this is accompanied 


exinting for the western end < oe — an | with <_oer of o doctione ef ~ Supreme Court on ae sub- 
which a perfect en- | ject. passing, I may say that from the time this legislation 
dowed saiistboathitions! Fe Prhiernaeis 0 an ser Vy was enacted down to this day various questions have arisen be- 
it to build this railroad not only through California, but 


also | tween the Government and these companies, and all necessary 
pee, ba intervening territory between California and the Mis- | information on this subject is comprised in a nutshell! in the re- 


issi Railroads for 1895. 
The act of 1862 provided that the two companies, the Union er soe omminenenes <8 Baliroade for 1606 


Now, the Supreme Court has decided that under this legislation 

Pacific Company and the Central Pacific Company of California, | the security of the Government rests upon that portion of the 
as substantial aid for the building of p yon. wont railroad line that was actually aided by the Government. As 

tive portions of the road, a magnificent land grant of each everybody knows, the Union Pacific Railroad is now or was until 


« 





Nos ne eee kee 
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recently a great system of railroad lines embracing nearly 8,000 
miles, whereas the original line as projected under the legislation 
of 1862 and 1864 embraced only about 1,809 miles. The Central 
Pacific Railroad of California, as it existed under the original 
legislation, embraced only the line from Ogden, in the State of 
Utah, to San Jose. in the State of California, a distance of about 
560 miles; but to-day the Central Pacific system embraces a large 
number of additional lines that have been brought into it by pur- 
chase and by new construction. 

But before 1 go any further, I desire to call the attention of the 
House for a moment to the geography of this situation. When 
the legislation of 1862 was first proposed, there arose an earnest 
contention between different towns on the Missouri River for the 
eastern terminus of the road. In fact, there were as many towns 
and cities contending for that terminus as contended for the honor 
of the birthplace of Homer. Sioux City (then a trading post up 
in the northern part of Iowa), Omaha (or Council Bluffs, on the 
opposite side of the river), Atchison, Leavenworth, Kansas City, 
and other towns were thus contending. By reason of this fact 
the friends of the measure itself were divided into factions, each 
body of the friends of the road clamoring for the locality in their 
own particular section. Such things, perhaps, are in accord with 
the judgment and observation of members here as to what human 
nniture is in this world. The result was that Congress, in créer 
to compose this difficulty and to quiet this contention, provided 
that the starting point upon the Union Pacific Railroad should be 
on the one hundredth meridian of longitude. Instead of starting 
on the Missouri River, they went away cut 394 miles into Kansas 
and 250 miles or some such distance into Nebraska, to the one 
hundredth meridian, and provided that the line of road should 
start at that common pvint. They also provided that from that 
point—the one hundredth meridian—branch lines should be con- 
structed to all these contending cities and towns, Thus every- 
a? desire was met, and the railroad became an accomplished 

act, 

When, however, they came to construct the road, it soon became 
apparent that all these branch lines were uncalled for. To make 
a long story short, and without going into a recital of the various 
legislation that was had on the subject, I may say that it all came 
down at last to this: The main line of the Union Pacific Railroad 
started from Omaha, in the State of Nebraska, and ran west to Og- 
den.in the State of Utah. Here is the line traced by this black line 
onthemap. [Ilustrating.] Another branch of themain linestarted 
from Kansas City and ran west to the one hundredth meridian, a 
distance of 394 miles. Practically, the distance is a few rods less 
than that, but that statement is near enough. So that the Union 
Pacific Railroad when constructed consi of its main line from 
Omahn to Ogden and the lower line from Kansas City runnin; 
394 miles west. And, Mr, Chairman, in that connection, I woul 
say to the committee that this lower line to which I have just 
called your attention is the old Kansas corporation known as the 
Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western Railroad. Theyhada charter 
from the Territorial legislature of Kansas authorizing them to 
build a Pacific railroad. Congress, in the act of 1862, provided 
that that road should be a part of the Union Pacific system; that 
it should participate in the subsidy and in the land grant as well 
as any other portion of the main line of road. 

The black line on this map, to which I have called your atten- 
tion, indicates that portion of the Union Pacific system that was 
subsidized by the Government of the United States—that portion 
of the road which received Government aid. 

Now, 1 wish to call the attention of the committee to the fact 
that the Supreme Court of the United States decided that the 
bond-aided portion of the upper line began at a point about 3} 
miles west of the across the Missonri River, that initial 
point having been fixed by the President of the United States, and 
thai the aid only extends to a point 3} miles west of this Omaha 
Bridge. On the lower line, or the Kansas City line, this portion of 
the railroad entitled to the subsidy and covered by the mortgage 
begins at a point one-half mile distance from the union station at 
Kansas City, and, as I have already stated, runs out a distance of 
some 304 miles. That. in short, is the “8 of the legislation and 
the geographical routes of the roads as well as the part of the line 
that is covered by the subsidy. 

in 1864 Co relieved the Union Pacific Company of any 
obligations to build the road to Sioux City. Afterwards another 
company took it and built the road down the east side of the Mis- 
souri River to a point about 100 miles distant, and there crossed 
the river and joined the main line at Fremont, in Nebraska, I 
think, if I am correct in the name; and that was aided by the Gov- 
ernment. So also was the Central Branch of the Union Pacific. 
The various towns, as I have shown, were contending for the road, 
and it was provided that what is known as the Central Pacific 
Branch, midway between the upper and lower branches of the 
Union Pacific, should be granted aid for a distance of 100 miles, 
but it terminated at that point. So much for the Union Pacific. 

Now, the Central Pacific Railroad started originally as a Cali- 


| two roads sh 


JaNvARY 7, | 


fornia tion. were authorized by the act of 

of 1862 and the act of 1864 to continne the construction of 

road not only to the western line of Nevada—the limit of the State 

line—but also to enable them to build eastwardly until they m 

the Union Pacific, which was being constructed westward. 

panedn hpi the beginning of the construction of these 
wo 
It is easy to see, Mr. Chairman, that with this 

grant given to the Union Pacific and the Central ——, 

as well as the subsidy granted to each, it became a question 

rivalry between them as to which should Geta pak tate 

It became a race of between the a 

could gut the sangt of thie genet toy Was Choeumnanal ieee oo 

co e most 0 gran Government, because 

land Ce ee eee both of them by the 

and the more miles that any eS ee 

that theee Toads built Fight by each other im the wiciuity of Balt 
at these eac 

Lake for a distance of seas miles, which was graded by the 

Central Pacific east of en, the present terminus of the 

and the Union Pacific shot by where the work of 

Pacific was going on; and then each of the roads came 


claiming the land t and ae the additional 
Congress settled matter 


thus co; 
in 1869, which provided that the t of junctio 

a be at a certain point about 
«his 


diligence resulted in another rT 
islation of 1864 the roads had up to July 1, 1 
line, a distance of more than 2,000 miles. 
Rocky Mountains, the Sierras, as well as to 
tervening arid space between the two. But 
enable thene companies, under the most f 
build the complete roads to the satisfaction 
and they were accepted by the Government on 
a four years after they had struck 
wor 

nee why did the Seen —_ t 
show you. They were payi 
overland to California, as weil as to 
coast, a sum total of between seven 
year. After the roads were built t 
$8,000,000 a year to a little over $1,000, 
before the building of the roads, to incur 
the transportation of their supplies for the In 
munitions of war, their ,and other matters ’ 
the building of this road were enabled to cut down 
expense in an equally large ratio. 
ot only that. Prior to the ee 
and almost boundless empire that lies these two 
mountains, with millions of public lands for sale, was pr: 
cut out from the world. No man wanted to 
and therefore no man buy an acre of 
pushing this line of railroad through it 
and to settlement, and thousands and 
to-day living in that region that was 
of these men that had matter in 
here in , that if the Government 
lose of its indebtedness 
of it, it could 


their 


should make a free 
and itself with more than ten times as much in 
in the construction 


th building of Union Pacific through 7 
e bu on 
together towns and cities like 


has strung 
civilization out thro that country and 
to that great 


thr its 

are enjoying the my cage pi 

ence on floor genial gentlemen 

Utah, and Nevada, and other States out 

probably have heard of had it not 

road. 

country. 

mines of that country were 

heard of a free-silver 

of thatcountry. I donot 

port of the of this bill. 
Now, ins , this is the wa 

this fix. TheGovernment awa 

took to secure to itself the 

the plan which they then 

existing, was undoubtedly a safe one to 

provided that the issue of these ae 

tion of each 40 miles of railroad—the 

the c ould ipso facto create a 

section of road, and to secure Sa 
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road was constructed. It was supposed that this 5 per cent of 
be net earnings would be sufficient to meet the current obliga- 
tions of the Government as they matured. 
At that time, as you will remember, this was the only line in 
contemplation. Nobody dreamed that the Atlantic and Pacific, 
the Texas Pacific, the Northern Pacific, the Canadian Pacific, or 
three or four other ee ee oa have since ae 
ad ever be construc very a coe 

= that were moved between the East 


freight and all the at * p 

and the West were to go over this line and that the business there- 
fore would be immense. But in the progress of time, these pro- 
moters having demonstrated that a road could be built over the 
Rockies, other men interested themselves in competing lines, and 
in avery short time four or five of these lines have been constructed. 
Therefore the receipts of these two companies have been lessened 
by that active competition on the part of other lines. — 

We are not to say that the Congress of 1862 acted in a short- 
sighted manner, because as things then ap to them it was 
doubtless a sound piece of reasoning to say that the 5 per cent of 
the net earnings of these companies paid into the sinking fund 
would pay off this indebtedness in the end. 

Now, matters ran along in this way until 1878. Mind you, the 
road was finished in 1869 and accepted by the Government. The 
Government, indeed, during the whole of construction 
had its commissioners to inspect the work as it went along, week 
by week, month by month, and year by year, and if there was 
any criticism to be made, those commissioners had the right to 

int it out to these com es and have any wrong corrected. 

ut the work was accepted. 

It was soon seen, after the roads started in and these other com- 
peting lines were projected and completed, that the provision 
made under the legislation of 1862 and 1864 would be insufficient 
to meet the debt at its maturity. ; 

The Supreme Court of the United States had meantime decided 
that the interest upon the subsidy bonds was not due from the 
companies until the maturity of the bonds. The provision in the 
statute is that the bonds s be issued running thirty years, 
the interest thereon payable semiannually, and that these com- 

nies should meet and pay thatinterest. But the court says, and 
F think it is a unanimous opinion, that under the language used 
in that enactment the interest upon the subsidy bonds paid by the 
Government could not be taken from the company until the prin- 
cipal of the debt matured. And the result of that is the interest 
has been accumulating against these companies, and to-day we 
are confronted with a vast amount of unpaid interest, as well as 
the balance of principal. : 

In 1878 this matter was again taken in hand by Congress, and 
Judge Thurman, then a Senator from the State of Ohio, prepared 
and secured the pesmgect a bill known as the Thurman Act, the 
essential provisions of which, so far as this question is concerned, 
are these: That instead of paying into the treasury 5 per cent of 
its net earnings, which upon an actual experience roved to 
be insufficient, the Thurman Act provides that there shall be 25 

cent of the net earnings _—_ in. lIought to have said, in — 
bs, what the two acts of 1862 and 1864 provides. The act of 186° 
provided that the whole amount of the indebtedness from the Gov- 
ernment to the railroads for the transportation of mails, for the 
transportation of its troops, and for other purposes, should be 
retained by the Government. 

In 1864 Cotiigvens modified that by providing that of these trans- 
portation ae one-half should be retained in the Treas- 
ury and the if paid to thecompany. You observe that 
the Government thus was one of the very best customers of these 
roads. It had to pay these roads an enormous sum, and they 


took care to in the act itself that they should not be 
€ any rate than that charged private individuals for 
similar service. These transpo: charges, which were enor- 


gether in the ; 864 
under the act of 1878, the Thurman Act, the 
retained, but one-half of it should be 

i ds, and the 


would at the maturity of the bonds 
invested, to take care of the princip!e. 
Now, I will restate these ———- is 
important piece of arjthmetic. Under the act of 1862 the security 
retained by the Government was a first mortgage on the road, plus 
5 per cent of the net ys on 
charges; under the act of 1864 the 


security of the Government was 
a m on the road, plus 5 per cent of the net earnings 
and one-half the transportation charges; under the Thurman Act 


eee Cor aians Wen ee eee eee 
earnings, made way: First, the transportation charges 
int ths Coverunntad Would Le owing to the road as a Gebtet;-toc- 


ond, 5 per cent of the net earnings; third, such a proportion of the 
sgnregnte sum of $1,200,000 in the case of the Central Pacific, and 
$809,000 in the case of the Union Pacific, should be paid into the 
Treasury of the United States, which with the other two reserva- 
tions, transportation charges, and 5 per cent, would aggregate in 
the whole 25 per cent of their net earnings. 

Now, if I have not made myself understood on that proposition, 
I desire that some gentleman advise me of the fact, because it is 
an important consideration. 

Now, then, Judge Thurman, in one of the most elaborate dis- 
cussions of this question that has ever been made in its entire his- 
tory, practically demonstrated, as the reader will see, the facts 
that his oo amply secured the repayment of this money. 
Why did it fail? Why, it failed, Mr. Chairman, just as many 
times the best laid plans of men as well as mice fail. The reduc- 
tion in the rates of transportation was a very important contribuat- 
ing factor to bring about this result. The freight rates from the 
east to the west have been going down, down, down, as time 
advanced, to such a point that they hardly pay the charge made 
necessary by that transportation. This, however, is not peculiar 
to the history of these roads. Itis peculiar to the history of all 
railroads in this country. How many of these roads have gone 
into the hands of receivers from the same cause exactly? Not 
only that, but the Government itself has divided this patronage 
with the Pacific roads. Instead of sending ali its freight, all its 
transportation business over this line, the child of its own crea- 
tion, the child that it should nourish and encourage, especially if 
it expected a repayment of its debt, it has divided its patronage. 
Some of it has gone to the Central Pacific, much of it to the Santa 
Fe, and much of it has gone to the other roads, thereby reducing 
the receipts in the treasury of the company, and to a correspond- 
ing degree the receipts in the Treasury of the United States have 
necessarily been cut down. 

But that is no fault of the railroads. It was a wise policy that 
promoted the building of these other lines. Other sections of this 
country needed opening and development as well as that central 

rtion, and therefore the Government was wise in encouraging 
it, and no man has a right to criticise that policy; but the neces- 
sary result of it was to diminish the earning capacity of these 
roads which the Government itself had assisted in building, and 
therefore that policy contributed very largely to bringing the road 
into its present insolvent condition. 

The Thurman Act was based upon the theory that Government 
money was worth 5 per cent interest, and if that theory had proved 
correct, no doubt the Thurman Act would have worked out the 
result anticipated by its author. But insvead of the Government 
‘borrowing money at 5 per cent interest, it can borrow at a rate 
nearer to 2 per cent, and this appreciation in the credit of our 
Government, which ought to thrill with pleasure the heart of 
every patriotic American, has also contributed very largely to the 
disastrous result which has overtaken these roads. 

Mr. BOATNER. Does the gentleman from Vermont advocate 
the passage of this bill on the ground that the management of the 
re has been such that they have paid to the Government 
all that judicious and proper management would have enabled 
them iat 

Mr. ERS. Ido; and I might as well come right to that 
= now as at any other time. My friend from Louisiana [ Mr. 

ATNER]| was a member of the Committee on Pacific Railroads 
two years ago, and 1 know what his views are. His views are 
that the promoters of these railroads are a set of rascals, that they 
have got rich, and that they ought to disgorge and pay off this 
debt themselves. Now, if they have got rich out of the United 
States of America, I say amen to his proposition. But if, on the 
other hand, they have discharged every obligation they were under 
to the Government and have got rich from other sources, I say it 
is none of our business. I say that men who will build a railroad 
through snow banks 35 feet deep, and who will shed over miles of 
a railroad so that they can go on through the storms of winter and 
complete their road and operate it, men who undertook an enter- 
prise that a had any faith in when — started upon it, 
ought to get rich if they succeed in accomplishing what people 

erally supposed to be an impossible task. I do not mean that 

y a to get rich out of the Government, but if in the exer- 
cise of their wits they get rich I say that is their business. 

Mr. BOATNER. The gentleman from Vermont—- 

Mr, POWERS. I decline to yield further, Mr. Chairman. I 
would yield to the gentleman, but I know he is going to have time 
in this debate, so that he will have full opportunity to advocate 
his side of the question. 

Let me —- a practical case by way of illustration. 
Government been engaged for several years past in buildin 
in this city the most magnificent Library building on the face o 
the carth. I think it was Mr. Batterson, of Connecticut, who took 
the contract for that work. My friend from Connecticut [Mr. 
Hitz] nods his assent. Mr. James G. Batterson, of Connecticut, 
took contract to construct that Library for $6,000,000, a large 


The 


Jf 


Pi 


A" Fina hak ily ae bl AE a 


‘ ‘ = s ee 
ari) , ¥ i : Sa s 
/ i f i - a waka 
Yn dy Masher = ae ieee ANE ie 8a MWg Lo As hae tail Cicatkcandet pe AinnaL ee cancel li Ns eA gue eae cain = stl 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


gum of money. The Government made its pore and specifica- 
tions and said to Mr. Batterson: ‘‘If you will go ahead and con- 
struct that building we will pay you six millions.” 

Now, suypose that Mr. Batterson made a net profit of $2,000,000 
upon the work, is that any reason why he should be called upon 
to ‘‘ disgorge” those two millions? Is it any reason why we should 
mark him down as a ‘‘rascal” because he has succeeded by his 
wit, by his enterprise, by his intelligence, in making a handsome 

rofit on the job? Certainly not. e Government said to these 
-acific road companies: **Gentlemen, we want a line of railroad 
constructed from the Missouri River to the Pacific Coast; we want 
to open up our great possessions between the two great ranges of 
mountains; we want to lessen the cost of transporting supplies 
and munitions of war across the continent, and supplies for the 
Indians to the interior of our country; we want a cheaper mode 
of transportation. If you will take all the risk and peril of build- 
ing the road and will construct it to our satisfaction, we will give 
you so much money, we will give you such and sucha land grant, 
and we will lend you each $33,000,000 by way of subsidy, which 
yon may repay according to the terms of contract. If these con- 
ditions are acceptable to you, go on and build the road.” 

Now, if those companies went on and built the road, what man 
is there outside of a lunatic asylum who will say that they have 
got rich out of the Government? They have gotten out of the 
Government just exactly what the Government contracted to 
give them; no more. Not only that, but under the provisions of 
the acts of 1862 and 1864, as well as the Thurman Act of 1878, they 
have paid into the Treasury of the United States, notwithstanding 
the fact.that the Union Pacific Company during the last three 
years has been in the hands of a receiver, every dollar that the 
Government required of them. Nota cent has been defaulted. 
Where, then, is the ground for saying, as my friend from Louisi- 
ana {[Mr. BoaTNER] will say when he comes to discuss this ques- 
tion, that the men who built this railroad ought to “‘ disgorge ” 
and pay this debt themselves? They are nothing but stockholders 
in a railroadcompany. If any of yougentlemen are stockholders 
in an insolvent bank, do you pull out your own pocketbooks and 
pay its debt, or do you insist that the bank itself must pay? 

Mr. BOATNER. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. POWERS. I decline to be interrupted, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. BOATNER. Well, if the gentleman declines to be inter- 
rupted, I beg him not to undertake to state what Iam going to 
say.. [Laughter.] 

Nir. WERS. Well, Mr. Chairman, I know what the gentle- 
man is going tosay. [Laughter.] We might just as well under- 
stand it now as at anyother time. Now, I repeat, these railroad 
companies have discharged every obligation which they were 
under to the Government, and you are to note, gentlemen, that 
the obligations imposed upon these roads were imposed by you. 
Your predecessors, who occupied these seats, imposed the obliga- 
tions. They fixed the requirements to which the companies should 
be held. They provided that the companies should pay so much 
into the eee every year, and if it was not enough you might 
josit as well scold about your predecessors here as to scold about 
the companies, and you might do it more reasonably, because the 
comapany had no voice in fixing the obligation. The Congress of 
the tinitea States, the supreme power, fixed that requirement at 
its own will, and usually the companies had no voice in the mat- 
ter. Hf they fixed it at toolowasum, we must simply scold about 
the faulty judgment of our predecessors. Weall know that there 
never was a assembled on this continent that was so wise, 
so pure. and so handsome as the present Congress. [Lanughter.]} 

‘bey fulfilled all those obligations. What has been the result? 
Why, gentlemen, the result of those requirements exacted of those 
corapanies has been this, that the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
has actually paid into the Treasury $5,000,000 more than the total 
amount of the subsidy bonds originally granted to them. I reit- 
erate that statement: The Union Pacific has returned to the 
Treasury of the United States the total principal of the subsidy 
bonds issued to it plus $5,000,000, and the Central Pacific has 
returned into the Treasury under those various requirements a 
sum that lacks —y about $10,000,000 of the amount originally 
granted to that road. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Will the gentleman state the 
whole amount paid in? 

Mr. POWERS. I will give those figures in a few moments. I 
will state, however, that they appear in the report of the majority 
of the committee. 

So that these railroad companies have actua!ly returned to the 
United States Treasury all the money that was originally granted 
to them, less about $5,000,000. That leaves, therefore, this differ- 
ence of $5,090,000, plus the accrued interest; and that is the most 
amperes item of the whole; that is the subject-matter of this 

oO tion, 

+ ow, without taking more time on this branch of the Subject, 
I will go at once to the provisions of the bill which the majority 
of this committee have proposed for your consideration. 


Mr. CORLISS. If the will allow a question, I would 
like him to state, before he proceeds further, what the indebted- 
ness of these roads to the Government was at the time the 
were practically com 

Mr. POWERS. The gentleman will find those 
majority report; but I may as well call attention to 
I should say that the report to which I now refer 
the last session of Congress, and therefore it is 
in the computations of interest that should be 
this explanation so that gentlemen may not be misled. 
however, in my desk a statement, w I may as 
to, of the exact amount of this indebtedness as it will be on the 
lst day of July next. As I have already said, the bill under 
sideration was prepared last winter. Its terms 
it shall go into effect on the ist day of Jan » 1897. 
having passed, it is necessary to revise the substituting July 
for January at the appropriate places in the bill. 

On the 18th of last mber, after it was understood that this 
0 —_ to be brought up at this time for consideration 
the 


Department, asking for a computation of the 


of the debt of both these roads as well as the amount of the sink- 


the Assistant Secretary, transmitting this statement. 

amount due, I will say to the tleman from 

Liss], on the ist day of next July from the Central 
57,904,177.36, as eee from the of the 

actuary, which I hold in my hand. On 

amoant due from the Union Pacific Railroad will be $58,289,593.45; 

that is the net balance. 

Mr. SPALDING. That includes the accrued interest? 

Mr. POWERS. It includes everything; it is the grand total of 
the whole debt. 

Mr. CORLISS. Neither the statement which the gentleman 
has made nor the report to which he has referred us gives dis- 
ec! es enon = which I asked. a . 

r. ERS. i © gentleman want original amoun’ 
of the indebtedness? 

Mr. CORLISS. Yes, sir; the indebtedness when the roads were 
completed. 

Mr. POWERS. The gentleman will excuse me; I thought he 
wanted the present amount. 

When the first subsidies were granted, the Union Pacific and 
the Kansas Pacific (that 2 Ole ee eee on the 
and this lower line extending miles, all one 
received from the Government $33,589,512; and theCentral Pacific 
Railroad of California and also the W 


r.F 

original indebtedness and the figures at the 
up solely by the interest that has not been 

Mr. PO . By that and by the 
— ss then, — Congress 2 

ese subsidy bonds have some of them already matured, 
balance of them mature on the ist day of J: 
ist day of January, 1899. The time 
Government must do something to close out its 
these roads. The President of United States under the act 
of 1887 already has authority to foreclose the 
ment, and if necessary, pay off the 
The first question, therefore, that presents itself to us 
wise business policy for the Government to foreclose its 
colnn he Ee Sees contend it be seized 
der the act of 1862, and get out of it what it can by the foreclosure? 

Supposing that these gentlemen are right—that the Government 
can seize this property; the act of 1862 provides that upon a de- 
fault in the payment of this interest as it matures the - 
ment shall be authorized to take possession of the 
every lawyer knows that that does not mean 
tary of the Treasury can walk into the office 
demand possession of the road and its 
cake peanaaea satin wy Solio He 
take ion only by judi process. 
judicial process if his request is not granted 
plies litigation. That raises all the questions 
might raise as to the right of the Government to 
more: It would require that the eee 
lying first mort in order to realize any 
ure. Suppose that the Government, instead of taking that cx 
should foreclose the ecnuees by pone the courts. Now, 
under the practice of the Federal courts case would 
the een does = “= — _ known in New 
a strict foreclosure; that w mortgage upon 
closure takes the p rty itself. 

Under the Federal ture the procedure must be to 
the propeely ee e. The Government, therefore, if it 
closes the mortgage, must put the road and its up at auc- 
tion subject to the lien of the first mortgage, or it pay off the 








second 

lying mortgage big See ane See away, 

for the debtor and say what you propose 
y , Sweari 

sone him for the faults committed 

deal with him on a business f 

best settlement availa 

you are a 

worse, you 

your See peaese. 

on ordinary ness 
anishment for your past sins, although 

operation I lose the amount of my debt.” W any sensible 

man act in that way? That would be the actofachild. It would 


be simple. 
The DHIATRMAN (Mr. Hut in the chair). The time of the 
gentleman from Vermont has expired. 
. POWERS. I believe, Mr. Chairman, that I have, by the 
consent of the House, entire control of the 
The CHAIRMAN. That . 


‘ 


. PO 
Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. OS Oreetn aoe teens bee 
the debt, why ne re the first lien on the 


| these terminals down in Kansas City will be used. 


first lien on the Central | haps, and 


not get a mile farther without the consentof the parties who con- 
trol the remainder of the line. 
Mr. : But could he not expropriate to get into the 


You mean that it could be condemned under 
domain 


in? 


,no. If one road hasthe property 
y, there is no authority, as far 


| as I know, that would allow another road to come in and con- 


demn again and take a the possession. 
Mr. OGDEN. ast diay ene act extn it. 
Mr. POWERS. But they can use it. The city of Omaha is a 


Sv. and the roads from the East want to get in there. 


is not any trouble but what the bridge will be used, and 
If he wanted 
to start out bis train for Denver over that line he would have to 


jump over a half mile of track belonging to some one else before 

could aon onto his own road. 

Mr. UIRE. Will the gentleman permit a question? 

Mr. POWERS. Yes. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Is not Omaha as great a city from the West 
as an eastern terminal as it would be from the East for the other 

Mr. POWERS. Well, I hope so. I do not know what the 
facts are. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Well, I should hope so. 


Mr. POWERS. It is a pretty big city from the East. 

Mr. SWANSON. I should hke to ask the gentleman a question 
for information, because I could not find it in the report. 1 ses 
you have, as the from Kansas {[Mr. Curris} has said, 
an additional amount of §21,000,000-——— 

Mr. POWERS. I will im that. 

Mr. SWANSON. What I want to know is how that item is 


made up? 

Mr. POWERS. I should prefer not to be diverted from my line 
of thought, because I am coming right to that point. 

Mr. BARHAM. Will it interrupt the gentleman 

Mr. POWERS. I can not be interrupted by the gentleman 
from California [Mr. Baruam]. He is going to talk, and he mast 
talk in his own time. 

Mr. I wanted to ask about the Omaha Bridge. 

Mr. POWERS. I will give you all the information I have about 


it tly. 

See,an I have already said, if we are going to seize the prop- 
erty, or if we are going to forecluse the mortgages, it is important 
for us to consider what we are going to get under that proceed- 
ing. i getting a road with terminals, 





as you see, in: 
and with these branch lines, a network of which, as you will 
observe, runs all along in connection with these roads; instead of 
getting a system that can be worked as a railroad, we get an 
without terminals anywhere, and we have got to 
take our chances in dealing with somebody else. 
Now, it may be said that these owners of these terminals. per- 
the owners of these branch limes are in just as bad a 
as we are, that they want the trunk lines as much as 
we want their help. That is true, but how does that help the 
argument at all? makes no difference what they want. The 
question is, What shall we have as a matter of legal right? And 
we have got to depend u the graciousness of these parties or 
upon some inducement that we can hold out to them in order to 
have a completed railroad. That is what we are going to get. 
Not only that. This road would have to be put up at public 
sale under foreclosure proceedings. Whoon earth would be likely 
to bid it off? Would you or I or any outside party take the risk 
of stepping in and bidding on that property that was nothing but 
an interior property, without terminals or anything else? Cer- 
tainly not. We should not dare to. The ownersitip of these 
branch lines, the very ownership of these terminals, the very own- 
ership of essential to make that railroad worth a cop- 
is in the hands of other parties and probably hostile parties. 
Now, where will you find the man with capital, the man who has 
millions of money to invest, who will step into a hornets’ nest of 
that kind and make a bid? What is the practical result? These 
very men whom = are now scolding about, the very men who 
own the terminals and own these connecting lines are the only 
ones who can safely bid on the property, and probably they will 
be the only bidders. They woud get the property at their own 
es. 
man can see what that wonld necessarily lead to. So 
that the ure of a foreclosure compels the Government to 


| raise sixty or seventy millions more of money to put into this hop- 


per, and also leaves the Government with an insecure property 
after have got their decree. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Will the gentleman permit me? 

Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. If we accept the bill of the committee, do 
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we get security upon all of these terminals and branch lines clear 
through? 

Mr. POWERS. Wedo. I am coming right to that. 

Now, it struck the committee, and it has struck every com- 
mittee that has ever considered this subject since the Pacific rail- 
roads have been built, it has struck all the railroad commissioners, 
everybody who has investigated the matter, and they have all 
reported with one voice, that the true way to solve this problem 
was to fund this debt by an extension at a lower rate of interest, 
get a security upon a line which, if we are obliged to take it, will 
be a railroad line and not a section of a railroad line. 

This committee have therefore proposed this bill, the essential 
features of which are these::That the amount of the Government 
indebtedness shall be ascertained as of July 1 next. The present 
bill before you reads January 1; but,as I said before, this will 
have to be corrected, and I will ask for an amendment. On the 
ist of July this indebtedness is to be ascertained by getting at the 
peomees worth of the subsidy bonds that have not yet matured, 

wringing them down to the ist day of July, 1897, so that on that 
day we will know just exactly what is the debt from the railroad 
company to the Government; and that thereupon the companies 
themselves shall issue first-mortgage bonds, taking up the exist- 
ing mortgage, not only on the aided portions of the lines, but on 
their entire system, issuing a first mortgage equal in amount to 
the principal of their existing first mortgage; and that the Gov- 
ernment shall take a second mortgage, lapping over the same 
property, lapping over the terminals, the Omaha Bridge, worth 
$2,000,000, and lapping over the Denver and Pacific road that runs 
from Denver to Cheyenne, and lapping over the branches forming 
the Union Pacific. In other words, a blanket mortgage, resting 
upon all this property, from branch to branch, tothe same extent 
as the first mortgage that we allow to be put on. 

Now, will we gain anything by that? y friend from Kansas 
called my attention to this fact. I say wedo. We get a mort- 
gage on a system of roads. We get a mortgage on a railroad 
instead of a mortgage on a portion of aline. It covers. the whole 
thing, the terminals at Council Bluffs, the Omaha Bridge, the 
Omaha terminals, and on the line clear through. Essentially it 
covers also this line from Kansas City out to the three hundred 
and ninety-fourth milepost, where it now ends, to Denver, together 
with all the branches and feeders that supply this line. So that 
if the worst comes to the worst in the end and the Government 
is obliged to foreclose its indebtedness, it can then take a prop- 
erty that can be operated as arailroad. There is one advantage. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. What would be the western terminus of 
that road that would be covered in the new mortgage to the Gov- 
ernment? 

r. POWERS. Ogden. 
r. FAIRCHILD. How about the road still west of Ogden? 

Mr. POWERS. That is the Central Pacific. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. That is operated by the Southern Pacific? 

Mr. POWERS. That is now operated by the Southern Pacific. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. And this proposition would not include any 
of the property of the Southern Pacific? 

Mr. POWERS. Certainly not. We can only deal with these 
two corporations as the Government has always dealt with them. 
The = of the Government has not run against them jointly, but 
severally. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. One more question. Can the gentleman 
state how many alterations have been made as to the security given 
by these roads since the original subsidy was granted to them? 

Mr. POWERS. Three. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. What better position would we be in fifty 
years from now, in view of the fact that we have no road farther 
west than Ogden, if they again should come in and ask for a fifth 
alteration? 

Mr. POWERS. The original act provides that these twe lines 
shall be operated as one ccentinuous line, and they always have 
bee 


n. 
Mr. NORTHWAY. But not a continuous mortgage. 
Mr. FAIRCHILD. But not a continuous mortgage. 
Mr. POWERS, Congress could not make a continuous mort- 
over the two corporations, The Union Pacific is our several 
ebtor, and the Central Pacific is our several debtor. They are 
not our joint debtor; therefore we can not impose a joint mort- 
gage upon the two. 
Mr. FAIRCHILD. But they are operated by the same men? 
Mr. POWERS. Not at all; they are operated by distinct cor- 
porations. 
Mr. FAIRCHILD. By distinct railroad corporations, but by 
the same interest. : 
Mr. POWERS. No, not in the same interest. The Union Pa- 
cific is te in its interests from the Central Pacific, and the 
Central c is separate in its interests from the Union Pacific. 
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Mr. FAIRCHILD. Are not the men of the same interest making 
the same pr ition as to both railroads? 

Mr. POWERS. Both railroads will take this bill, but they do 
— ae joint interest in this property, and this bill isnot framed 

at way. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. My question is as to the individuals in 
interest in both companies, not as to the corporate identity. 
understand that these companies are both here asking for this 
lation and that the same — are interested in them are 
interested in the Southern c. . 

Mr. POWERS. You say they are here asking for this legisla- 
tion. I can not say that. 

Mr. FAIRC . Will the gentleman deny it? 

Mr. POWERS. Yes; I will deny it. 

Mr. HILBORN. Then who is for this bill? 

Mr. POWERS. The Pacific R Committee of the House 
of Representatives, representing the Government of the United 
States, are asking for it. This is objectionable toe both com- 
panies. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Then they can simply refuse to t it. 

Mr. POWERS. They can refuse, my is not certain et that 
they will do so. This legislation is o ble to. them, and we 
have had to force upon them an unwi dose. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Let me ask the gentleman—— ‘ 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I can not be in bya 
gentleman who is doubtless going to talk upon this sub three 
times as much as I shall. 

Now, the bill proposes that this indebtedness shall be extended 
with interest at the rate of 2 per cent. F 

Mr. SWANSON. I wish to ask the gentleman a question for 
information, to see if I understand this matter. I understand 
that from the three hundred and ninety-fourth mil on the 
Kansas Pacific up to Denver the Government has at present a 
first-mortgage lien? : 

Mr. POWERS. No, sir. 

Mr. SWANSON. I do not mean the subsidized portion—— 

Mr. POWERS. No; the Government has no lien on that 
from the three hundred and ninety-fourth milepost to Denver. 
The Denver and Pacific Railroad Com has an outstanding first 
mortgage, and we propose to allow the | nion Pacific Company, 
under a reorganization, to place a first wee on its own prop- 
po, Aan shall be equal to the face value of the existing mortgages 
on the same y: 

Mr. SWANSON. Now, from the three hundred and ninety- 
fourth milepost to Denver and to ee Wyo., the first-mort- 
gage bonds are included in the $21,000,000, are they not? 

Mr. SWANSON What 4s th earning capacity of that road 

2 s t e t to 
—— the existing mortgage bonds? 
- POWERS. _I will come to that in a moment, if the gentle- 
man will be a little patient. As I was saying, Mr 
provisions of this bill are simply these, that 
extended at 2 cent interest. 
interest, and the committee did their best to make it 3 


and the whole arrangement 
[ H of Michigan. Let me ask the gentleman upon 
what the matteo was based? ; 
Mr. POWERS. on oe ae rere eee series of years, 


ITH of Michigan 


peting 

whether there has been any other diversion of traffic by the people 
own the Union Pacific. by 

Mr. POWERS. Doyou mean the Union or the Central Pacific? 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. The Union and the Central both. 
Has there been any other diversion of traffic to + lines 
which are within the influence of the owners of the and 
the Union Pacific? 

Mr. POWERS. You will be go friends from 


ings of the Central Pacific. - 
I shall not stop at time to demonstrate 

I can do it. to wait, however, 
statement, and then I will undertake 

is not a particle of truth in it. 

no diversion of its earni to 
heard any intimation m 

Mr. of Michigan. Is the 

to that the Union Pacific 
usiness; t there has been no diversion 


‘as this debate 


absorbed the 












Mr. POWERS. It is true that there are competing lines 


—— ver. Ithink there are three of them; 
SMITH 


: tie. Are they not controlled by the same 
people who control the fic roads? o 
! controlled by the same 


. POWERS. No, sir; they are not 
roads, Se tal Thee ano cuenak. 


. SMITH of 
Iam asking for information. 
r. POWERS. Well, these other roads are hostile to the Union 
Pacific. That is the fact. 
EO Oe ack te cher ieee ae eoeneeies 
may be , in order at w companies 
aes og indebtedness, the tee made a careful 


pnant ee Comaieet ealy rare ek araeette, tots 
ears , inclu not only years of prosperity, bu 

: railroads, like other business en , are 
times and the victims of bad times. In 
order, therefore, to get at a fair average we have studied that ques- 
tion ve deeply; and we have come to the conclusion that 
$4,000,000 in each case will cover the last dollar that can be safely 
counted upon as certain net earnings of this company. We have 
started on that basis; and starting upon that basis we have pre- 
pared this bill, which figures out hke this—— 

Mr. LACEY. I would like to ask the gentleman a question in 
connection with the dividends. Why does the bill provide tor 
dividends at 4 per cent on the stock, when the Government cin 
get only 2 re cent on the bonds that are held for the stock? 

Mr. Bo ERS. Well, my dear sir, if aes e railroad com- 
pany to undertake to pay a debt, do you ne you can ignore 
the stockholders? Can you say to the stockholders of a 
corporation under these circumstances, ‘‘Gentlemen, you never 
aeltbens to get a dollar out of this property; but we are.going to 
compel you to pay this debt?” 

Mr. LACEY. The point of my question was why the dividends 
should be 1} than the interest on the bonds? 

Mr. POW We to allow a 4 per cent dividend in 
order to bring the stockhol into this arrangement. We want 
them to undertake this burden, and we can not get them to do so 
unless they can see a chance some time of getting something out 
of the oo for themselves; and 4 per cent is a small dividend 
with which to —_— them into this arrangement. 

Mr. MOODY. ill the gentleman tell us what is the present 
market value of the stock upon which it is now proposed to pay a 
4 per cent dividend? 

r. POWERS. The market value of the Central Pacific stock, 
so far as I have known anything about it during the last six 
months, is about 17. The market value of the Union Pacific is 
nil. You will see the Union Pacific stock quoted in the papers as 
selling at $9 and $10; but the explanation of that is this: The Union 

ific reorganization committee has corralled 95 per cent of this 
stock—has gathered in the certificates under an agreement with 
the holders that they will stand an assessment of $15 a share, and 
has issued to each stockholder a certificate that the stock is so 
held. Those certificates, coupled with that obligation, are put on 
the market and sold to-day for nine or ten dollars. The last mar- 
ket quotation which I saw was about $10; and those same certifi- 
cates obliged the holder to stand an assessment of $15 a share. 

Mr. RN. Will the gentleman allow me to ask what 
dividend the Central Pacific is now paying on its stock? 

Mr. <antet My aan ae [ Mr. peta is 

ing make a very eloquent and plausible speech ore this 
Sciake chunet and I suggest that he ask that question of himself 
ant should ahead perhaps in this debate 

go ’ a and say that in 
addition to this saateage which tt is to place upon the 
whole property of the in the bill that the 
companies shall secure 
made of them by. giving the 
the money that be due from the the company 
for m seryices until these current annual require- 

‘as Tha already said, the Government is tron of these 

ve ‘ a pa 
roads. It hires them to transport its mails and to do all the 


eens see S Semester ty oy Se tee of the country. 
patronage has amounted in the toa sum of 
money. In the case of the Central Pacific it has 
as much as $600,000; in the case of the Union Pacific, a much larger 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





annual obligations, the entire interest charge, at least, due from 
the com will be met by that money alone, leaving nothin 
to be provided for on the of the companies except the annu 
cash aS which, as I shall presently show, is a requirement 
that both of the companies must come under. We provide that 
they shall opty this rate of interest semiannually; we secure the 

yment of it and the _—e of all the obligations we assume 
S this first mortgage, plus the right on the part of the Govern- 
ment to retain in its own hands money enough to meet the annual 
interest c . 

Now, in addition to that interest we require them to pay an 
annual installment upon the principal of the debt, amounting in 
the case of each teal | to $365,000, so that each road, as will be 
seen, will pay into the Treasury, if it complies with these require- 
ments, $1,000 a day, or, for the two roads, $2,000 a day, for the first 
ten years that this contract will be in force. For the second dec- 
ade they are to pay the sum of $550,000 each, plus the interest as 
it matures, or a little over $1,500 each per day. And thereafter, 
until the whole debt is paid, they are to pay annually the sum of 
$750,000. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I wish to ask the chairman of 
the Committee on Pacific Railroads, who is now on the floor, 
whether he believes that these companies can comply with these 
obligations if the relief contemplated in this bill be granted them? 

Mr. POWERS. I am very glad the gentleman has put that 
question. It is a pertinent one. My friend from Kentucky has 
struck the very kernel of this whole question. That is the ques- 
tion—Can the companies comply? There is no use in harassing 
your debtor so that he can not comply. The question is a very 
pertinent one, and coming from the source it does, I am very 
grateful to my friend for asking it. 

Now, we think the companies can comply with these require- 
ments. As I have already said, their net earnings per year are 
safely enough counted at $4,000,000, and that under the most 
adverse contitieaadhet we can reasonably expect the companies 
to rest under in the future. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I think I may say, without undertaking 
to a , that the times could clearly be worse in the future 
than they have been in the past three years, and yet during that 
time these roads certainly had earnings enough to comply with 
the requirements of the Government. 

In the case of the Central Pacific Railroad we require, inasmuch 
as they are leased to the Southern Pacific, that the Southern Pa- 
cific Company shall be required to enter into an obligation and 
guarantee to the Government, or rather to assume the payment of 
this annual requirement of the Government. The Southern Pa- 
cific Railway Company is a large corporation. It was chartered 
in the gentleman’s own State. It has a vast amount of property. 
Some of our friends will no doubt tell you in the course of this 
discussion that it is not good for anything. But it is one of the 
heaviest corporations in the country. Certainly it does not hurt 
_ security to have a second indorser, even though he may not 

er as strictly good. Wesayin this case that the indorser 
is good. 

Not only that, but there is a sum of money, amounting to 
$2,414,000, or thereabouts, now in the Treasury of the United 
States belonging to the Southern Pacific Company—not the Central 
Pacific, but belonging to the indorser, the guarantor, of the Cen- 
tral Pacific—which we demand shall be presently applied in reduc- 
tion of the Central Pacific debts of the Government. We have no 
right to it as a matter of law. It is a question that has been in 
contention as to whether it belonged to the Central or the Southern 
Pacific road for a long time. The courts have decided that it 
belonged to the Southern Pacific, and we can not legally demand 
—— of the same; but the committee exacts, as a requirement 

or this bill and to bring this company to a strict compliance with 
the terms of the bill, that this payment shall be ene, and they 
have filed an assurance that it may be done. 

Now, to answer the question of my friend from Kentucky. 
‘The payment of both the Central Pacific Company and the other 
roads will be about as follows: The payments on behalf of the 
Central Pacific will be for the first year, interest on bonds of the 
United States, $1,153,630.28; installment of principal, $365,000; 
com tion for services on nonaided lines to be applied (with 
consent of Southern Pacific Company) to the extinguishment of 
bonds, $2,409,818.20, making a total of $3,928,448.48 which the 
Government will receive for the first year. 

On account of the payment by the Union Pacific the Government 
will receive, interest on bonds to the United Siates, $1,074,308.07; 
installment of principal, $365,000, being a total of $1,439,308.08. 

Now, of course, that does not count interest on the first-mort- 
gage bonds, which must be provided for, and we have prepared, as 

be seen on page 10 of the report, a table which shows, in the 
case of the Central Pacific Railroad, that the interest, at 4 per 
cent, on the first-mortgage bonds on the entire line will amount 
to $2,307,260.57; interest on the Government indebtedness, 
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$1,153,630.58; and installment of principal, $365,000; making a 
total of $3,825,890.85. You will see that this is some $100,000 less | 
less than the $4,000,000 limit. 
The question may be asked, Why do we leave it at that? The | 
answer is, We can not make it 3 per cent interest, because that | 
would add some $550,000 to the burden of the Union Pacific road | 
and carry it beyond the limit. In the case of the Central Pacific | 
it would carry it above the average by some $570,000 beyond the | 
four-million limit. And so you see we are necessarily tied down 
to 2 per cent, 
Besides that, Mr. Chairman, these companies should have a little 
margin in their treasury. Who does not know that every rail- | 
road is compelled to meet unexpected demands, such asa valuable 
bridge burning down, a valuable depot property being destroyed 
by fire; accidents by which personal injuries are received and 
compensation necessarily demanded therefor. In other words, the 
debtor must have a little ket money to meet the contingencies. 
Is that not the case in all business matters? What business man 
does not conduct his business on something of that same princi- | 
ple? Would he say tothe debtor, ‘‘Give me the last cent you have 
oft in your pocket; I will not leave you anything; your family 
may be sick, your house may burn up, a thousand and one things 
may happen to you; but 1 don’t care, I will leave you nothing?” 
What sensible man would not leave him something to cover contin- 
sncies. 
Our. WATSON of Ohio. If the gentleman will allow me, in that | 
connection, I wish to call his attention to a statement in the re- | 
port. On page 10 of the report you say that the Government 
‘would receive from both Ss annually, for the first decade, for 
princi al and interest, some $3,000,000. Is that not a mistake? 
Shonld it not be $5,000,000 as the receipts from both? 
Mr, POWERS. Possibly there may be an error there. I will | 
be glad if the gentleman will make the computation. ) 
Mr. WATSON of Ohio. I think it is a mistake in the print. It | 
ought to be something over $5.000,000. é : 
Mr. POWERS. Now, the Union Pacific will make the follow- | 
ing payments: 
Interest at 4 per cent on first mortgage 


Interest on Government debt 
Xustallment of principal 


$2, 189,240. 00 
1, 074, 368. 17 | 
365, 000.00 ) 


ae A 
7} 


Now, if I have not answered the question of my friend from 
Kentucky [ Mr. McCreary}, I shall be glad to do so. 

Mr. Me tARY of Kentucky. !am very much obliged to the 
sentleman. I think he has answered the question very fully. IL 
desire to ask another question in that connection. I think the 
gentleman touched upon it before. In your bill you provide for 
the extension of the Government lien on certain property. 

Mr. POWERS. Yes. 

r. McCREARY of Kentucky. If youhave stated it, I did not | 
hear it, and I ask you to state it again. Whatdo you value the | 
property at which is covered by this extended lien? 

Mr. POWERS. In reference to the valuation of this additional 
property taat the Government will have a mortgage upon, of ) 
— ag is a question that every gentleman must judge of for 

innself, 

Now, take the case of the terminals at Denver. I have a state- 
ment which shows the amount of property. This railroad owns | 
2,000 acres of land there. Iam ing now of what a in 
1890, six years ago. They owned 2,000 acres of land and 60 miles 
of side tracks, together with their warehouses, their depots, and 
everything of that sort. At Kansas City they owned 233 acres of 
land and 29 miles of siding. At Omaha they owned 319 acres in 
the very heart of the city, and 45 miles of side track. At Council 
Blaffs they owned 1,000 acres of land, together with all their ware- 
houses and everything of that sort. : 

Well, now, to say how much that property is worth in dollars 
and cents is a very difficult question to answer. Connected with 
this railroad and as a part of this railroad, itis invaluable. If 
you want to get atit by ——— how much it will take to du- 
plicate it, I answer that Mr. Choate, the division superintendent 
of the Union Pacific, says you can not duplicate the terminals in 
Denver for less than $10,000,000. Not only that, they say that the 
eoal lands that are owned by the Union Pacific Railroad are them- 
selves worth the entire Government debt. 

Why, the Union Pacific Company has coal beds along its line, 
se that it is supplied with coal at a nominal price per ton. It 
custs them hardly anything. These coal lands of the railroad are 
invaluable adjuncts. 

And of course if they are so valuable to the railroad, they must 
necessarily be so to the Government, if the Government is com- 
pelled in the end to take the railroad. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Just one more question. Your 
—e shows that the Government lien is exte over very val- 
uable properties indeed, including about 20 per cent of the main- 
line mileage of the Union Pacific Railroad. The point I desire to 
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get at is this: The prior lien, which is now about 
be in , as I understand it, by your bill, 
Union Pacific and about $24,000,000 on the aod 
want to see if the property that the lien would be extended to, 
not now embraced, would cover about that? 

Mr. POWERS. I willsayin answerto my friend from Kentucky 
| Mr. McCreary] that in 1890 the Senate i acommittee, of 
which Mr. Fryz was chairman. They went out over this 


ra 
tral Pacific. 


| erty and made an extended examination of it. They had 


with them. They looked into the question of the value of this 
property, and they reported unanimously that in their ——— 
these railroads were worth $47,000 per mile of main line, that 
the terminals were worth the figures which I have been quoting 
from their report. 

They reported a bill which was very similar to 
under consideration. It provided for an extension 
per cent interest. It provided for an annual 
much as we provide, but i at that 
that property, and made out that the excess of 
above what we now have was not less than $92, 

Now, that was six years Whether 
more in dollars and cents 
sider. Of course, these rai 
new sidings have been put in; new 
pleted; so that I think it is fair to 
expert testimony on the subject, that 
places are worth more to-day than they 

Now, then, I have taken more time 
discussion of this measure. 

Mr. PERKINS. Before the gentleman concludes: I have lis- 
tened with much interest to the debate. I have heard 
regard to the Sioux City and Pacific road. 
aware that the people of the Northwest 
with reference to connection along the 
the Sioux City and Pacific. Now, I 
gentleman if there is any 
City and Pacific road? 

Mr. POWERS. Iam 
from Iowa, that this comm 
justified in according any aid to the Sioux 
pose, and [ mee =e ubt my friend knows 
amendment wi proposed covering that 
is it will be time enough to discuss that. 
my time and be diverted in that way. This 


eee ae 
p e Sioux City and Pacific road is a branch 


the one now 


Mr. PERKINS. 
of the Union Pacific? 
Mr. POWERS. Yes. 


Mr. PERKINS (continuing). And that property is not con- 
sidered in this bill? 
Mr. POWERS. Nor is the property of the Branch 
i one of the parts of the Union Pacific Railroad 
‘ ce ee 
. Ido not understand at this in 
the way of aid is asked for the Sioux City and Pacific Branch, 
it is to ask for recognition én the way of connection, etc., 
if that line is built. An amendment to accomplish that purpose 
will be offered if an opportunity is afforded. — . 
Mr. POWERS. Very good. I will assure my friend that no 


_ objection will be made to any proper amendment that he or any 


other gentleman may offer. 
I have already taken more time than I intended in 


sion of this measure, 
sins tie mount of Gor Racor has 
knowing what the past —— has been, 


~ a eee what ; po yenene ought 
oO disposing o question. 
accord with committee” 
this subject. 
has received th 
received the sanction of 
the matter. It may be im 
we could a mortgage with 
interest. t we have taken the best 
squeezed them, to use a homely 
have the ve: 
ae . couminnes 
ow, 
undertake to collect 
ruthlessly throw it away? 
of the bitterest denuncia 
penies. I have tried tof 
not taken a dollar from 
from somebody else, let 
not go into the t between Mr. 
San a e are 
debt from au insolvent 
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its momentous issues, is submitted to your ene in 
on hope that you will find, after you have in it, that 
best possible way to get along with this uncomfortable 

question. 


this is the 

Mr. HENDERSON. Before the gentleman takes his seat, per- 
haps my attention was diverted. but the gentleman from Kansas 
(Mr. Curtis] asked a question about the Cccaea stock, and the 
increased amount in bonds and mortgage bonds upon the lines. 
Did the gentleman touch upon that? 

Mr. POWERS. I inten to. The gentleman did not com- 

in about the answer I made. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I knew the gentleman asked the question. 
Do I understand that it is a doubling up of its indebtedness? 

Mr. POWERS. Wetake the exact first mortgages on every foot 
of this system and put them in ah at their face value and 
say that the company may issue a new 
amount as the first mortgages now existing on the property, and 
that we then put our debt on the top of that. : 

Mr. PATT. IN. Lapprehend that tie gentleman’s inquiry 
goes to this point, whether the contemplated mortgage increases 
the eo on the subsidized line. 

Mr. HEND IN. Thatisexactly the point I wished to get at.- 

Mr. POWERS. It increases it in one sense, and in it 
does not. Take thie line [indicating]; in ascertai the amount 
of the new mortgage we count the existing first m e on this 
line, plus the existing first mortgage on that line [ ng}. 
and add them together, which gives the amount of the general 
first mortgage, and the debt to the Government goes on top of 
that 


Mr.SWANSON. I see in the report that you make this emount 
$21,999,000, but the report does not state the names of the securi- 
ties of which that sum is made up. Now, I would like to know 
the names of the securities that make it up, so that we may ascer- 
tain their value iu the market. 

Mr. ae I have stated once or twice that they are the 
termin 

Mr. 8 IN. The Omaha Bridge, for instance, is named, 
and we can look and see what that ‘s worth; but for the oo 
part of this amount no names of securities are specified, and 
think they ought to be stated, so that we might be enabled to see 
what is therr value to-day. 

Mr. POWERS. . I can not give the names of the securities with- 
out consulting the reports, because they are quite numerous. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. The gentleman wi!) find that infor- 
mation in Mr, BELL's report. 

Ihave Mr. Bet’s He gives 


Mr. SWANSON. report. simply 
the estimated value. What I want to know is what the securities 
are. As I understand, this estimate puts them at Now, if 
the securities are not worth that amount, it might perhaps be 

than extend them 


better for us to pay $10,000,000 for them rather 
over the entire 
Mr. POWERS. There is no question, Mr. Chairman, as to the 


value of the , and before the discussion ends I will submit 
a table which will satisfy the tleman. 


Mr. PARKER. Did I understand the tleman correctly 
when I understood him tostate that the new mortgage would 
cover all of the system? 


Mr. POWERS. The entire system of the Union Pacific Com- 
ny.. 
Pee PARKER, And all of the firstan 


debt? 
Mr. POWERS. The first mortgage on Demthie will 
be made up of existing first on the different parts of it. 
There are several each of which has a first mortgage. 


Mr. PARKER. In the receiver’s report I-find: Firs 
bonds, $40,000,000, with $2,500,000 interest also, other bonded debt, 
$40,000,000, and $2,500,000 interest; making $45,000,000 on that 


Now—— 
eon not 
t having 
gentleman's inquiry 


nother question. Why is the description of 
from the 


oa the Central Pacific I notice 
that description of the Central Pacific 
aay ot Ses eee, > Sa to., owned 
y it, and that those words are left out of the of the 
Pr pOowERs Th tleman, I is laboring 
e gen under a 
description covers the same in both cases. 
A more careful examination will show the that the 
dese are alike and we require an inventory of the property 
to be filed in the Treasury. 
Mr. PARKER. 7 titel: Che quatienan hiendibdpenistliianee 
that point. 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I do not like to be discourteous, 
but I have taken so much time that I must decline te answer 


mortgage of the same | 


further questions at this time, and now I leave the matter in other 
hands, reserving the balance of my time. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Mr. Chairman, that the House may be a lit- 
tle further informed as to the history of this property, more par- 
ticularly in its financial aspects, that it may act more intelligently, 
I wish to state that, in pursuance of the laws of 1862 and 1864, 
while there were privileges granted these railroads, there were 
also some restrictions, to one of which only I wish to call atten- 
tion at this time. A portion of the second section of the act of 
1864 provides: 

That the said company shall make assessments upon its stockholders of not 
less than $5 per share, and at intervals of not exceeding six months from and 
after the pas<age of this act, until the par vaiue of all shares subscribed shall 
be — paid, and money only shall be received for such assessments, or as 
an equivalent for any portion of the capital stock hereinafter authorized. 

The Union Pacific Railroad Company was incorporated with a 
capital stock of $60,800,000, of which there was paid in, under 
assessments, 16 per cent, instead of 100 per cent as required by this 
law. “The Central Pacific was incorporated fcr $68,900,000 capital, 
upon which but a littie over 10 per cent was paid im accordance 
with the provisions of the act. The Western Pacific organized 
with a capital stock of $7,900,000, upon which 2} per cent was 

id. The Kansas Pacific was organized with a capital stock of 
By, 000 and not one dollar was ever paid for any of that stock. 

t would be interesting to go over the history of the construction 
of these roads—the manner in which they were built; but I do not 
propose todoso. Suflice it to say that in the construction of the 
Central Pacific Railroad there accrued to those who built it a 
profit of $62,000,000. 

In the construction of the Union Pacific there was a profit to 
those who built it of $44,000,000. That was prior, of course, to 
the time when the roads were completed and when they were 
earning money on the other lines. Upon this profit of $62,000,000 
on the Central Pacific (which is now joined for all practical pur- 

s with the Western Pacific) there was paid $43,000,000 in divi- 

ends. Upon the Union and the Kansas Pacific, which have been 

consolidated and now constitute one road, there has been paid in 
dividends $28,000,000. 

Now, understand, Mr. Chairman, I do not speak in any hostile 
spirit of the gentlemen who have made this money. If they have 
violated any law, the — executive officers of this Government 
are the ones to attend to that matter; if they have not violated 
any law in the accumulation of this money, neither myself nor 
anyone else has any right tocomplain. My object in stating these 
profits, first u the construction of the rcads and second upon 
the dividends that have been earned and paid upon the properties, 
is to show that the railroads themselves are strong financially, 
while the corporations that have control of them are bankrupt 
and unable to discharge to-day, as they claim, a single dollar of 
their indebtedness to the Government. 

agree with the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Powers] that 
this is a business proposition. Iam glad that be wishes to have 
the matter submitted to the House on that theory. Now, the first 
principle for us to investigate is as to the earning powers of these 
roads. Surely the net earnings of these properties ought to be oar 
guide in ascertaining what the companies could pay. The only 
statement that we had in regard to the earnings of the Central 
Pacific was given by Mr. Tweed, who appeared as attorney for 
the Central Pacific Railroad. Here is his statement: 

Tn 1800 the earnings were $898,000; in 1891, $2,144,000; in 1992 (the year after 
See ELS in 1803, $784,000; in 1804, $114,000; in 1895, estimated 


went on toshow that upon the company’s net earnings that 

y could stand practically the requirements of this bill— 

that is, about $1,200,000 a year. The money would be secured by 

refunding its debt at 4 or 5 per cent interest. and also by the com- 

pany being permitted to withhold from the sinking fund of the 
nited States the payment of about $530,000 a year. 

Now, in opposition to the statement of Mr. Tweed, I wish to 
call attention to Poor’s Manual, page 815. The net earnings of 
that road for 1890, as given in Poor’s Manual, were (I am giving 
merely round figures) $6,000,000. Mr. Tweed gives the amount 
as $898,000. Im 1891, according to Poor’s Manual, the earniugs 
were $7,000,000; according to Mr. ‘Tweed, $2,000,000. In 1892, ac- 
cording to Poor, the earnings of the road were $5,707,600; accord- 
ing to Mr. Tweed, $861,000. In 1893 the earnings, as given by Mr. 
Poor, were $5,739,000; by Mr. Tweed, $784,000. In 1894, accord- 
ing to Poor’s Manual, the earnings were $4,854,000; according to 
Mr. Tweed, $144,000. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Will the gentleman permit a single sugges- 

° ' 


Mr. HUBBARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. I think it is fair to state, in justice to Mr. 
Tweed and other gentlemen who appeared before the committee, 
that none of them were put under oath. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Weil, I assume that all men are honest; 
they ought to be, if they are not. 


at $42, 
I = that such a decline as this requires someexplanation. Mr. 
com 
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Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. Does Poor’s Manual give the 
gross earnings or the net earnings? 

Mr. HUBBARD. It gives the netearnings. Very likely it will 
be said in answer to this that if we deduct the interest on other 
bonded indebtedness of this road, the net earnings would be re- 
duced to the amounts stated by Mr. Tweed. Prima facie, this 
can not be pertinently done toany greatextent. The indebtedness 
underlying the lien of the Government, and which is the first 
mortgage, with the application of the sinking fund already accu- 
mula and which is applicable to the discharge of that first 
mortgage, need not be over $19,000,000, which at 5 per cent would 
make less than $1,000,000 to be taken from the figures given in 
Poor’s Manual. If we refer to the report of the Railroad Com- 
niissioner for 1895, page 29, we will find this view sustained. It 
gives the total net earnings at $13,622,000. That is the revenue 
received from all departments of the railroad, operating depart- 
ments and all. The expenses are as follows: 

QacrTating GOES «60.00 « suse py ciie ienvbeasasctiesopitonssiabuses 
Interest on first-mortgage bonds-.................-......---- 
Interest on other funded debt— 

Now, I wish gentlemen to bear this item in mind, because I am 
going to call attention to it again in a very few minutes— 
Interest on other funded debt 
Interest on other debt, credit 
New construction and equipment ................-.....-.-.------ 

Retitals, nonaided r 

os of land department, including taxes ................ 
Hinking-fund requirements, company 

Losses on stocks of other companies ..................---------.-« 
United States sinking-fund requirement... . a 


Land receipts paid to trustees of land mortgage itieitns 
Miscellaneous .......- i 


$8, 624, 534. 99 
1, 671, 180.00 


It will thus be seen that the miscellaneous expenses amount to 
almost $1,000 a day. I submit that this matter of miscellaneous 
expenses ought to be very carefully dissected in order to ascertain 
where so much money has gone. The amount, I repeat, is almost 
$1,000 a day—the sum which it ty se under the pending bill this 
company proposes to pay every day in liquidation of its debt to 
this Government, amounting now to practically $57,000,000, and 
which will require eighty-three years to extinguish. 

This statement, as I have given it, shows a deficit of $975,871. 
The question we have to consider, therefore, is the amount of the 
income above operating expenses and taxes tocarry fixed charges. 
Before going into that, however, let me premise: 

On page 28 of the same report of the Commissioner of Railroads 
we are given a table showing the bonded debt of the Central 
Pacific Railroad Company as $37,879,000 in round numbers, made 
up roughly of four classes—about $28,000,000 of the first-mortgage 
bonds, about $28,000,000 of the subsidy bonds, about $15,000,000 of 
bonds on the land—land-mortgage bonds, they call them—and 
about $17,100,000 on the California and Oregon and the San Joa- 
quin Valley Railroad. The interest on these bonds is 5 per cent, 
save ‘the interest ou the San Joaquin Valley Railroad, being 
$6,080,000, which is 6 per cent. 

From these facts it will be seen that the item of interest, to 
which I calied attention a moment and which I asked you to 
bear in mind-—that that interest, while not being exactly right for 
the interest on the subsidy bonds of the Government or the com- 
hined interest on the land-mortgage bonds and the California and 
Oregon and San Joaquin Valley bonds, may mean either for the 
purpose of showing a deficit. The Railroad Commissioner could 
uot tell me to what bonds that interest was to discharge. 

But, Mr. Chairman, it does not make any difference whether it 
means the Government subsidy bonds, or the interest on the land 
mortg: . or the California and Oregon, or the San Joaquin 
Valley Railroad. If it meant interest on the subsidy bonds, since 
it was never — there is no deficit, but a surplus of $702,901.41. 
The item of losses on the stock, amounting to $695,466, is not an 
ordinary railroad expense, and has no business there. Here is a 
company’s sinking-fund requirement of $647,000; the United 
States requirement of $599,000, ing a total available to show 
the net earning capacity of the to sustain new bonds of 
$2,648,006. There are also other items of expense not necessarily 
or usally included in this connection. For instance, the inter- 
est on other debts, creGits, $80,000; new construction and equip- 
ment, $111,000, about $200,000 more. This brings up the 
surpins to almost $3,000,000. Then if you apply the sinking fund 
that is in the California sinking fund to the reduction of the first 
mortgage, it leaves that debt at about $19,000,000, which, refunded 
at 5 per — would be a further saving of some $700,000 a year to 
go into the fund available to carry new bonds, Then the Gov- 
ernment’s own mortgage of about $27,500,000, reduced by the 
sinking fund of about $6,000,000, will make a further increase in 
the earnings sufficient to run that fund above operating expenses 
and taxes to about $4,000,000. 

If the hypothesis in respect to the third item of the expenditures 
be wrong, and that item refers to interest paid on the California 
and and San Joaquin Valley Railroad Company's bonds, 
the result is quite as inconsistent with the proposition in the bill 


reported, for if the so must assume those bonds to realize 


the above income, then ee is entitled to the security of 
ene a sinking fund to ae eae 
application o company’s an ; 
bet the Railroad Commissioner's report shows that the consoli- 
dated companies received Government land - of 12,500,000 
acres, enough of which have been sold at $3.50 per acre to real- 
ize over $9,000,000, and that the balance—something short of 
10,000,000 acres—are held by the company at an a’ price of 
$3 per acre, which amounts to a to Rey both the 
$15,000,000 land mo and the ee alley and Cali- 
fornia and Oregon d Company's too. 

The material inference as to earning capacity to be drawn from 
these figures is, of course, entirely inconsistent with 
sion made by Tweed’s statement. Vi i 
erroneous somewhere, but we have no 
Others who are accustomed to intell 
ters seem tobe as little advised. Thus the 
has deemed it important to insert in his report a statement from 
Poor’s last manual, as foliows: 

It is that an ent has recen' 
gouthers Pacif Pacific remsecs @ mais minimum of 1 Per cont yearly om tho stack of 
this onan until satisfactory legislation has been for the adjust- 
ment of the debt to the Government, when the dividend will be increased to 
2 per cent fora teed period of twoyears. Payments will be made haif- 
yearly the Ist of July, 1895. 

The par of the outstanding stock is $67,275,500, and the Manual 
-— a . per cent dividend paid upon it in 1898, amounting to 

1,345,510. 

For these reasons we do not know what Mr. Tweed was wie 
into account or to what purpose he was speaking when he 
that the net earnings of the road last year—the same y°ar of the 
Commissioner’s report which we have ee analyzed—were 

2,000, and the earnings in 1893, $784,000; that the average ecarn- 
ings were $812,000 per year for = years, and yet his statements 


| and that of Mr. aes company could not 


out Mr. Hubbard's plan, mentioned, and that this 

is the best he could do—are all the foundation. we know of for the 

terms fixed in the bill. 
Recommendation of this bill by the committee, as qualified to 


| advise, as 4 bill adapted to the assets or resources of either com- 


pany, would therefore seem to be founded on mere assumption. 

The only knowledge we have peculiar to this bill is that it is sat- 
isfactory to the companies. That does not mean that it would be 
carried out, for they are both insolvent, and their undertakings 
are, of course, idle. The bill, so far as the Union Pacific is con- 
cerned, is an option to its successors—it is substan so stated— 
unlimited in time, and binding on the Government, while the Gov- 
ee own lien may be extinguished by the foreclosure of the 

rst mo \. : 

In 1893, when Mr. Tweed says that the net earnings on that 
property were but $784,000, Poor's Manual says that there 
was a dividend _ on the stock of the Central c Railroad 
of $1,345,510. course, if you can deduct dividends paid on the 
capital stock. you can cut the net earnings 
seriously. 
of cale 
strati 

Mr. 
tion? 

Mr. HUBBARD. 


was $600,000 more paid by the Central Pacific Company in divi- 
dends—that is to say, $1,345,510 in all—than Mr. Tweed, their at- 
torney, said to the committee was the amount of the net earnings 
of the road in 1893? He said the net earnings were $700,009. 
Mr. HUBBARD. That is correct. 
Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Yet thatsame that road paid 
over thirteen hundred thousand dollars in di ds? 
Mr. HUBBARD. That is what 1 tried to say. There came 
before that committee representatives of the 
a first the plan 
ve you 
of the Union Pacific 


of any road down verg 

You can make a deficit easily if that is to be the kin 
ting and the method of mathematics employed in demon- 

the net earning capacity of the road. 

PER of Wisconsin. Will the gentleman allow a ques- 


and they submitted plans. Those 

They were very different indeed. I will 
submitted by 

Railroad 


one tend millions, 


| millions, and that for the unreimbursed 











‘which is it to be ph meee peagened te sane Sees 

out to the term oo run under the present 
for : 

“i on the Union Pacific Railroad it will require eighty- 


three years to their debt. Now, 4 per cent on $35,000, 
first-mortgage bonds for a ee amounts to $111,000,- 
000. Your principal will be unimpaired. Adding that to 
the interest that you receive, you will have collected and due 
$146,000,000 in the eigh -three years. 

- This plan was not 7 favorably by the committee, was 
not accepted, and they off then, instead of giving the twenty 
millions of preferred stock, to issue a second m for the 
twenty millions at 2 per cent, to go annually to the reduction of 
the principal, and the bond i to bear no interest. That is, 
they would virtually pay the bond in ears; but in case they 
did that they wanted the interest redu m 4 per cent to 3 per 
cent on the m bonds. Now thatis just about $5,000,000 
better ition for the company than the first proposition. 
Neither one found favor with the committee. 


Then ap the t bill, the Smith- Huntington 
bill—I scarcely know what to call it, but it is the bill introduced 
by Mr. Sarr of Ilinois, and is practically the bill that the com- 

ny say they can comply with. They seek to through this 
Bouse i bill, giving an eighty-three-year bond, with 2 per cent 
interest on the ing capital, with a small payment every 
year to go to the reduction of the principal. 


Now, the Hubbard plan was made first by the Central Pacific 
Railroad Company. eral Hubbard, of New York, as attorney 
for the former Hopkins estate, thinking that the bill we have now 
could not poss, came before the committee and said that that com- 
pany would undertake to do something which has never yet been 
ingrafted in a bill, and which has introduced a new element in 
the disc of these debts, He said’ that the Central Pacific 
Company, the application of the sinking fund that now is in 
the . and which can be applied to the reduction pf the 
subsidy bonds—that if the Government will apply that to the 
extinguishment of the subsidy mortgage as far as it- will go, 
the Central Pacific Company would raise money enough to 
charge the balance of the subsidy bonds, and thereby stow the 
interest the Government has to pay in carrying these mortgages 


é alon . ' 4 
The Government would by that plan the carrying of any 
Pacific railroad mortgages. For the unreimbursed interest he 
roposed to give what he called an income bond, which should 
Pear interest at the rate of 9 per cent per annum with no sinking 
fund. The Government was to retain in the Treasury of the 
United States the earnings which those roads make every year by 
carrying the mails, muni of war, and'similar tran tion 
as a further guaranty of the payment of this annual interest on 
the income bonds. income bond would have amounted to 
about $38,000,000. .The interest on that $38,000,000 at 2 per cent 

is $760,000 a year. 

Now, it will be observed that that is an entirely new feature in 
this transaction. By the company ae and relieving 
the Government from paying a dollar on subsidy bonds that 
are now rapidly , and of which about twenty millions 
are now matured and due on two roads, the balance coming in 
two years, and which will have to be paid by the Government— 
they propose to furnish the money to extinguish those bonds, to 

~ the Government ong Set to carry them along. 

, take the Hubbard plan for the eighty-three years, and you 
have $760,000 a year interest for eighty-three years, which amounts 
to $63,422,000. Adding that to your principal of $38,000,000 gives 
a total of $101,623,000. 

' It will be observed that under the Pierce plan the Government 
will receive $144,000,000. Let us see how the plan adopted 
the committee will work out. Under this, we take a seco 

mortgage for $55,000,000 on the Union Pacific Railroad. 
interest on this $55,000,000 for eighty-three years is $50,000,000, 

a total oe in interest and in the t 
the debt, of $105,000,000. But in order to do that, in order to 


carry the balance of the subsidy bonds which the Government 
must carry, practically $16,000,000—1 putit down low; I give them 
every advan these must be carried at an interest of 34 


to pay $62,480,000 to carry our part of this debt alone. That is, 
the een what the Government has to pay and that 
which the railroad y is to pay inust Be the profits and the 
Se SS oh RiP PAT Rees hed ore Co NG eee ae Sey meear ge of 
_. In the Powers bill they pay $105,000,000. TheGovernment 

gion, Karing she net sm f 4, 00000 the eno ely 
shree years a , 

will pay into the Treasury of the United Staves $39,000,000 in cash: 





it is a better proposition than is contained in this bill. 
ent worth of that money is about $29,000,000. In the emg? som 


The pres- 


that same element exists. The Government must carry along 
that $16,000,000 of bonds. Under the Pierce bill the Government 
receives $144,000,000. It cost the Government $62,000,600, leav- 
ing a balance to the Government of $82,000,000. Now subtract 
the difference between what the Government receives under the 
Pierce plan and what it receives under the present plan, and there 
is a difference of $39,000,000 in cash to the Government in favor 
of the Pierce plan. 

It is still worse under the Hubbard plan. Under that the Gov- 
ernment only receives $101 ,000,000, without carrying the $16,000,000 
of weg: eas along. That is eliminated, and you have to sub- 
tract nothing from the $101,000,000 that he pays in eighty-three 
years except the $43,000,000 that the Government gets under the 
— plan, and that leaves you $58,000,000 in favor of the Hub- 

ard plan over the one adopted by the committee and sought to be 
passe —— this House. The same argument applies to the 
Central Pacific, only more so. The same condition exists there, 
and they could ae with it. General Hubbard never gave up 
his position that the Central Pacific could not carry out this plan, 
and afterwards submitted a draft of a bill for the purpose of carry- 
ing this method out. The Union Pacific assented to the Hubbard 
plan and said they could and would carry it out, although it 
would be hard for the Union Pacific to match the peerless Central 


c. 
It is worthy of noticethat the cost of transportation is more than 


ample to pay the interest of 2 per cent on these bonds. The com- 
— were both asked to make a similar proposition. Just why 
donot know. Ido not see that it was necessary that they should 


both make the same proposition and the same terms. But if they 
must do that it is clear that those terms must be such only as the 
poorer could afford. 

Since, however, this bill treats both alike, which if it be just to 
each is a marvelous coincidence, and as a basis for a judgment of 
the claim that it has been hard for the Uaion Pacific to match the 
Central, we submit the following brief comparison of the Union 
and Central Pacific. 

The pro reorganized Union and Kansas Pacific (they are 
now consolidated) will be between 1,800 and 1,900 miles long; the 
aided Central is about half as long. The former owes the Gov- 
ernment a principal debt of $33,500,000, with a sinking fund of 
nearly $17,000,000 to apply in reduction. The Central owes the 
Government a principal debt of nearly $28,000,000, with a sinking 
fund of about $7,000,000 to apply. The former has paid the Gov- 
ernment on bond and interest account, to go in reduction of unre- 
imbursed interest paid by Government on subsidy bonds, about 
$20,000,000; the latter less than $8,000,000. The unreimbursed 
interest already paid by the Government on the subsidy bonds 
issued to the former company is about $35,000,000, and on those to 
the latter it is about $34,500,000. 

The present balance of indebtedness from the former to the 
Government is about $52,000,000 (it will mature at about $55,000,- 
000), and that of the latter about $58,000,000. The net earnings of 
the former while undergoing dismemberment in the hands of re- 
ceivers, in the darkest railroad year in our history—year before 
last—were $4,315,000. Last year they were $4,800,000. And those 
of the Central for the same years, respectively, were apparently 
about half as much, but Mr. Tweed said that after taking ont in- 
terest on first bonds and about $530,000 for present sinking fund 
fe earnings of the Central in 1894 were $144,000, and in 1895 

2,000. 

The former company (the Union) has millions of collateral re- 
sources; the Central is leased to the Southern Pacific, and has 
nothing but a rental of its earnings. The Union Pacific could 
refund its first-mortgage and whole Government debt in 4 per- 
cents, imposing a charge much within its average net income. It 
was put into the hands of receivers by its stockholding interest, 
and but for its guaranty of interest and dividends on the bonds 
— stock of other but unsubsidized roads need never have failed 
at all. 

A man oer does not know what he is talking about when he 
says that the Union Pacific is not stronger financially than the 
Central Pacific. As to which of the two companies showed the 
most strength there is no room for doubt, because the negotiation 
offering the same terms to each was carried to a point where the 
Central broke down, or said it must do so, and the Union still 
stood up. 

The very last time I saw Mr. Pierce, the attorney for the Union 
Pacific, I told him that I could not agree to this bill which had 
been introduced here, and he asked meif I would not urge as a 
substitute his last proposition, to redeem the subsidy bonds and 
give the income mortgage for the $38,000,000 of unreimbursed 
interest. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it would be useless to follow these figures 
further, but I will present them.in another way, for I know how 
members feel when they are tangled up without warning ina 
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maze of figures like these. If the Central Pacific would pay these 
subsidy bonds and then pay $800,000 a year interest on their 
income bonds, it would be worth to the Government just the same 
as if they paid $1,500,000 a year under this bill. If the Union 
Pacific would discharge the subsidy bonds and pay $760,000 a 
year, that would be equal to the payment of $1,350,000 a year 
under this bill. i 

Again, putting it another way, take the Union Pacific debt at 
$55,000,000; under this bill the Government receives the first year 
2 per cent interest on that, or $1,100,000. But in order to do that 
we must carry, say, $16.000,000 of subsidy bonds. That, at 3) per 
cent, is $600,000, The Government receives for interest $1,100,000, 
and. it pays out for interest, say, $600,000. That leaves $500,000 
interest which the Government gets. Under the Hubbard plan 
the payment made for interest would be $760,000 a year; while 
nider this plan we receive $500,000, making a difference of $260,000 
« year in favor of the Hubbard plan. This is a simple matter; it 
is not like figuring out a tariff schedule; it is a simple matter of 
mathematical calculation. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Why was not the proposition accepted? 

Mr. HUBBARD. The gentleman will have toask that question 
of some other member of the committee. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, another statement in regard to this bill in 
this connection. The bill is not so good,even, as the existing law. 
Under the requirements of laws now on thestatute book, the Union 
Pacific Company has paid to the Government $1,500,000 a year on 
an. average since 1879. 

Mr. BARHAM. Under the Thurman Act? 

Mr. HUBBARD. Yes; since the Thurman Act went into oper- 
ation. Gentlemen wi!l remember that our principal debt has not 
diminished. It has remaned just what it was, less this Union 
Pacific sinking fund of $17,000,000, The annual aay eae 
of the Union Pacific has been $1,500,000, while under bill here 
proposed the annual payment would be only $1,250,000. Not only 
that; the $1,250,000 would pay not merely the interest, but would 
extinguish the debt as weil, in eighty- years. It is idle to 
dwell longer upon these figures. are too plain. 

Now, I want to call the attention of the House to the conditions 
that surround these railroads and the security that ought to be 
taken to preserve the interest of the Government in that property. 
You can not expect this money to be paid. There is nobody who 
can assemble a sufficient amount of money to discharge this debt, 
especially the first and second mortgages. Now look at the situa- 
tion. The Union Pacific road, just before it reaches Ogden, and 
ai Granger, joins the Oregon Short Line. That road practically 
parallels the Central Pacific to the coast. The Central Pacific, 
coming east, meets at Ogden the Rio Grande Western and the 
Denver and Rio Grande, which, in connection with the Missouri 
Pacific, the Burlington, or with the Rock Island and Pacific, par- 
allels the Union Pacific to the Missouri River. 

Whatever value may attach to any security that the Govern- 
ment takes from the Central Pacific will be measured by the 
indissolubility of the tie of the Central Pacific with the Union 
Pacific. Once put it into the power of each of these roa‘s to 
carry on competition with each other, and either one of them can 
bo ‘bottled up” until even the first mortgage will not be worth a 
centinental. Suppose that in the future the Central Pacific— 
not the Union, not both roads, but just the Central—should fail, 
how much would the Government's $60,000,000 second- 
lien be worth? All that would be ne ee be for 
Union Pacific to join with the Oregon Short Line (and that road 
was, until the Union Pacific went into the hands of a receiver, 
under the control of the Union Pacific)—all that would be neces- 
saty would be for the Union Pacific road to join with the Oregon 
Short Line and thus bottle up the Central so that the Government 
could not get a dollar. 

The same is true of the Union Pacific. It also could be bottled 
up, because the Fremont, Elkhorn and Missouri Valley runs out 
to Caspar, Wyo., going through the northern part of Nebraska, 
and, by building about 150 miles of road, that line also could reach 
the Oregon Short Line, so that there would be not only two or 
three competing lines on the south, but also another one on the 
north. In that way the Union Pacific would absolutely be bottled 
up, so that the Government could not get anything out of it. 
But, fortunately for the Government, fi y for the people, 
those roads have both failed, and now, if we avail ourselves of the 
ee ae can put them in a condition so that one mortgage 

ull extend over the entire line from the Missouri River to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

i would not insist on a high rate of interest. Whatever these 
railroads pay to the Governnient in the future must be paid from 
cuarges levied on the people and the property al their lines, 
and if the Government can keep i 


insist on a h 
have your debt secured than it is to have a big rate of 





which the roads can not carry. Why these roads were ever per- 
mitted to be I am unable to 
to now divide t 


Mr. NORTHWAY. A single if the gentleman will 
allow me. It has been said or intimated by the gentleman from 
Vermont [Mr. PowErs} that these one ons Se corporations and 
that it is not possible to get one 
gentleman kindly explain 

Mr. HUBBARD. That is one of the conditions under which 
the companies come to us. They say the 
whatever to do with each other. 

The s ion that the various companies 
have no relation to each other as companies, and do not want to 
be oe each ee eee 
ernment, w y irrelevan we ve a controlling 
— ee ae cont =. railroad thats 
worth enough as a whole y debts we 
not mix up the mortgagors by refusing to nemepeenie ouk aay 


of them for 50 cents on the dollar. is not our side of the 
case. 
Mr. WATSON of Ohio. What does the gentleman mean by the 


expression ‘‘a controlling mortgage? 

Mr. HUBBARD. The Government is the creditor of 
these roads. It is assumed that the party who has the most 
involved in a given piece ¢ ees: and who in that way halle 
the controlling mortgage, not let it go, but will take advan- 
tage of his control before consenting to lose his 


, Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Do mean that the that holds 
the highest amount of indeb will control the property? 

Mr. - Not necessarily in every case. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. The gentleman’s expression struck me 
“i HUBBARD. ing mortgage I that the 

j ; a con mean 

Government holds of the indebtedness. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. I would like to have the gentleman’s 


Net aaty Got Se Ses Se ee Pacific 
oa ag gn those con bsidy . Sie ae 
is due was : 


the terminals and else from 
cnet ee Fee Oe. ea a, 
ernment ownership of railroads, Government 
wer to bring those roads toa f so that men who have 
aa i who have the and the brains to run 
these , may take hold of them. such men come here and 
ask the Government what it has to sell and the Government re- 
ies that it has an equity in these that offers no sufficient 
inducement to People do run into the 
of equities very fast. But if you tell them that shave a clea 
ud from the Misbar Iver tothe Pace Ocaun that der 
is nat a ¥ c 
tee you will have bidders for these 


loose from the lease that it has made Southern F 

Kentucky, what would be the situation? , 1 want to 

attention Se ths Matec S500 eS raee 
Pacific Railroad q 








x. Yes. 
Senator Would that be because it would have a as 
those other roads that are te get to the Pacific ? 
. ANDERSON. There would be no Union con- 
the Central Pacific, would be from of 


but they naturally take all they can the Southern road, and only give us 

iat fe nestnney Seelie'wo would take Very much mare business than the 

Central Pacific now gives us. 

That is the testimony of a man who knows something. That is 

the evidence that comes to show that these roads to be 
So far as the line of the Central Pacific and the Southern 


steck in 

Pepe o = toenail oa 
secu a an 
be dissolved at any time. Whatever benefit to accrue 
from the Southern Company to the under 
te Oe eee 
Mr. ARN vania, ill the gentleman allow me 
a mag ? 

r. 


Certainly. ; 
Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. How is it possible, I would 
ask the gentleman, by any legislation of this Congress to unite the 
two roads? 


Mr. , as 
Pete oeiee 


Mr. That 

Mr. HUBBARD (continuing). Let him proceed to clear off the 
first mortgages; and let me say to the that it would 
require less than $30,000,000 to do it. e have then the united 
road from Omaha to the Pacific Ccean. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Butthey arenot any more united than 


are now. 
equush ptggemankel Waapatenanteen ermio konp toon 
e 
will have a united 
ific Ocean, inclnding the terminal at Council Binffs, Iowa, and 


way of Denver, without the 

the position of the 

that the lien of the 
TSON 


Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Do you deny it? 
Mr. HUBBARD. As a matter of fact and asa matter of law, 


as to the S Court decisions you are 
Mr. WATSON of Ohio. na yan donee Galt ton ene Wes ie 


+ 








I construct it differently. I say that the 
me Court saying the lien did not extend 

farther than 394 miles was as clear a decision as was ever given. 
There can be no question about it. It does not extend west of the 
three hundredth milepost. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. I ask unanimous consent that the 
gentleman be permitted to conclude his remarks. 

The CHAIR Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from 


Kansas? 
Mr. HEPBURN. Amoment, before theconsent is given. 
is not to encroach upon the arrangement already made? 
his remarks in the time he controls? 
CHAIRMAN. That is all. 
Mr. HEPBURN. I have no objection to that. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri will proceed. 
Mr. HUBBARD. That decision was correct; it was right; it 
was law. The reason why the line of railroad west of the three 
hundred and ninety-fo milepost to Cheyenne by way of Den- 


This 
It sim- 


-ver can be subjected to the Government mortgage without cost- 


ing a dollar I will explain in a few minutes. The United States 
Court has never decided that the lien of the Government 
doés not extend to the Omaha bridge and to the terminals at Kan- 
sas City and at Council Bluffs. It has never passed upon that 
uestion. You can not cite a decision of the United States 
pee which it has decided that in any way, shape, 
orform. It never has been on; but I will tell you what 
was done. After that p ing of 1887, they took advantage of 
that, and have been insisting all the time since that the Govern- 
ment had no lien except upon such specific miles as its 1noney had 
into, In other words, if the money of the Government went 
into 20 miles of road here, and did not go into 20 miles at another 
place, the railroad companies have been insisting that the lien of 
the Government did not attach to the last property. 

I say that-that position is absurd. The officials of the Govern- 
ment, the men who have had the interests of the Government in 
their care, to guard them against these Pacific railroads, seem to 
have ns in that opinion that the Government lien did not 
attach; but understand that acquiescence does not make nor con- 
strue law. Then the question came up on the earnings of the Omaha 

i If the Omaha Bridge was not a part of the Union Pacific 
pe if the Government had no lien on that, as it had not on 

tline westof thethree hundred and ninety-fourth milepost, then 
the earnings on that bridge should not have been attached under 
the 25percent net earnings fixed by the Thurman Act. Not a 
dollar of the Government’s money went into that bridge. You all 
understand that. The railroad company brought a suit for the 
—— of ne that, but they never pressed their suit. Why 

no 

The Supreme Court of the United States has declared strongly 
and i y, in lan 2 that could not be improved upon, 
that Union Pacific Railroad commences at Council Bluffs, in 
Towa, includes the Omaha Bridge, and runs to a point 5 miles west 
of Ogden; and if the Government lien does not attach to that, the 

reme Court will have to reverse itself. 

r. WATSON of Ohio. .In what case was that decided? 

Mr. BARHAM. In 91 U. S., 343. 

Mr. HUBBARD. The case of Hall vs. Union Pacific Railroad. 
Now, in regard tothe property west of the three hundred and ninety- 
fourth milepost, the Denver extension and the Denver Pacific Rail- 
road, or the Cheyenne Division, as it is sometimes called: As ap- 
pears from thestatement of the gentleman who presented the report 
and the bill from the committee, the reason why the Government 
is to raise, as it were, its present lien a little bit higher and permit, 
in so far as the Union Pacific Railroad Company is concerned, the 
putting of an additional first-mortgage lien of $21,000,000 beneath 
us, was because the Government was securing property against 
which we had now no lien, and which was worth many million 
dollars. 

Now I want to take one of the trusts, the tenth, as it is givenin 
Poor’s Manual. 

This trust is a mortgage to Russell Sage and George J. Gould 
to secure mortgage bonds to the authorized amount of $:0.000,000, 
of which amount abont $11,000,000 has been issued and are out- 
standing. Itis called the consolidated mortzage. It covers the 
Kansas ific from Kansas City to Denver. It is subject to the 
first mortgage and Government lien on the Eastern and Middle 
divisions, so called, of the Kansas Pacific—the Fastern Division 
extending ffom Kansas City west to the one hundred and fortieth 
milepost and the Middle Division from the one hundred and 
fortieth to the three hundred and ninety-fourth milepost. The 
consolidated mortgage is a third mortgageon the Eastern Division, 
@ fourth mortgage on the Middle Division, a second mortgage on 
the Denver Extension, anda mortgage on the terminals at Kansas 
City, but we do not know the order of its lien on the terminals, 
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It is aiso a first mortgage on oneand asecond mortgage on another 
large body of land and land contracts, and is further secured by 
the pledge with the trustees of a good many millions in par of 
stocks and bonds, including a little less than $1,000,000 of the 
bonds on the Cheyenne Division. 

The third mortgage on the Middle Division, which precedes it, 
is an income mortgage of about $5,000,000, but all of those income 
bonds except $20,000 es to be up as collateral to the consoli- 
dated mortgage itself. The mortgage which precedes it on the 
Denver Extension secures bonds outstanding on that extension to 
the amount of $5,887,000, but the Denver Extension mortgage 
securing these bonds is also secured by a first mortgage on one of 
the bodies of land covered by the consolidated mortgage and by a 
sinking fund, which are sufficient to pay off the Denver Extension 
mortgage and yield a surplus to go to the security of the consoli- 
dated mortgage of nearly $5,000,000. Thissurplus, with the lands 
on which the consolidated mortgage is a first lien (and the land 
contracts), are, as stated by the company, of sufficient value to pay 
off the consolidated mortgage to within $2,415,679.22. This would 
free the $5,000,000 income bonds on the Middle Division and allow 
them to be canceled, and there would still be left, to make good the 
above deficit on the consolidated mortgage, other bonds pledged 
under it to the par vaiue of $4,314,000 on stocks to the amount 
of $1,797,500 more. So that there would seem to be a premium in 
assuming the consolidated mortgage, besides freeing the Denver 
Extension wholly, and the Cheyenne Division for the most part, 
from any mortgage whatever; but if not, then we may turn to 
another of the trusts—the third or 8 per cent sinking-fund trust, 
in which there is a clear surplus of nearly $3,000,000. 

Wherefore, in any event, if the Government can reach these 
assets or has any lien under the Thurman Act or otherwise, even on 
the equity or right to redeem, it is easy to give to the Government 
the property the company purports to contribute for the comple- 
tion of the Kansas Pacific system, and seemingly free from all 
mortgages and without cost. But it may be said this is not all; 
that there is the Union Pacific Railway Company Kansas Division 
and collateral mortgage of $5,000,000 mentioned in the Drexel- 
Morgan securities. , This, itis trne, purports to rest upon the Kan- 
sas Pacific Division clear throagh to Cheyenne. It was made in 
May, 1891. In respect to this mortgage Mr. Pierce made a some- 
what startling claim. He said: 

The $5,000,000 of Kansas Division and collateral trust 5 per cent bonds are 
secured by mortgage to the Mercantile Trust Company, and constitute a lien 
on tbe entire Kansas and Cheyenne divisions. It is also the claim of that 
mortgage that it constitutes a first lien on the equipment on that part of the 
property. inasmuch as all the equipment which had originally been bought 

y the constituent companies consolida into the present Union Pacific 
Railway Company had been worn out, and the present equipment was pur- 
chased by the present consolidated company—the Union Pacific Railway 
Company. 

lf that is the effect of consolidation upon prior mortgages that 
included the rolling stock of the constituent companies, we think 
the information will astonish investors. - It is timely for us, how- 
ever, for the proposed mortgages in the bill do not cover after- 
acquired property; or if so, that would not seem to matter in the 
event of any consolidation. An amendment, put into this bill on 
motion of my friend from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN], intended to 
secure equal privileges to all companies that should build lines to 
connect with these Pacific roads, impliedly gives to them the 
power to enter into any consolidation not in conflict with the 
terms of that amendment. We assume that the present equip- 
ment of these companies will be worn out long before our claim 
will be paid under this bill, and a good way to release new equip- 
ment from the Government lien will be to consolidate with some- 
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ly. 

But glance at the history of this five-million-dollar mortgage. It 
contains the curions provision that it may be further secured at the 
election of the company by the pledge of all or any of the follow- 
ing mortgage bonds: ; 

Coleradc Centrai Railroad Company .......-........-.-..-.-.-.-..--. $1,378,000 
Oregon Short Line and Utah Northern consolidated first-mortgage 

PRN Sp Cs Acinhas ARE Soins ninuchi oieee Dlmineina ici iecaen.s SOD 
Oregon Short Line and Utah Northern collateral trust 4, 745, 000 
Union Pacific, Denver and Gulf consolidated first-mortgage bonds 7,766.000 
CREE ONE I kn ins 5 vewinnnen 6 vata inaline aucseu Seaman tnvnilinds nme: Ms ae 
Utah Southern Railroad Extension Company ..............-...-. 898, 000 


These securities were worth much more than the $5,000,000 to 
which they were to be collateral, and were more salable, too. 
Indeed, the $5,000,000 were not sold, any of them; but, with the 
foregoing optional collaterals, were apparently, only four months 
later, all put up with the Drexel-Morgan loan, from which, the 
indications are, a large part of them has been sold; but, in any 
event, a taking up of the Drexel-Morgan loan would release any 
collateral to the five-miltion-dollar loan, for all of the bonds of that 
toan itself would be released. 

This kind of financiering-seems, on the slightest examination, to 
have been guided by no busi ight or prudence. 

_ Weare aware that such transactions lend some little color to 
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ernment claim. We do not think they warrant such a charge. 
We do, cape submit that ~ of boats -_ ble and 
never to be sold, even seemingly absurd ‘ foregoing 
and the income bonds on the Division of the Kansas Pa- 
cific, and other bonds to be pledged and themselves to be secured 
at the option of the company, by amounts of salable 
challenge attention. They indicate the right to the righ 
trust unlocks many millions of bonds in excess of the debt secured, 
which bonds in turn dissolve other trusts,-whose securities, thus 
freed, release one mortgage after another, and so on. 

In short, if ne ee eee to embarrass the 
by unnecessary incambrances as foundation for 
claims, and to create trusts to secure bonds never to be issued, 
to stuff the trusts with securities which it was desirable to protect, 
assert, or cover for a time, and on oe rid of or retain, those 
purposes could have been accompli m and trusts 
such as are manifest here, whic , in this instance, 
= have but little doubt will be found to have been availed of for 

air pu ; 

However, I do not know. It is impossible to get full informa- 
tion in regard to these roads. You have to get your information 
from half a dozen different books, from newspaper clippings, 


Sane ternericartaat the pending bill. The 
ust a few words at this time in to the pen : 
gentleman from Vermont was suet the very pertinent question 
why the bill did not include the personal and 
bonds of the Union Pacific Company, as it 
Central Pacific, and he said that it did. I deny t | 
It does not do anything of the kind. It covers al prop- 
erty, stocks, and ds of the Central Pacific, and that 

has not a stock or bond to its name. It is leased to the Southe 
Pacific of Kentucky, and depends upon its rental for its income. 
The Union Pacific, on the other hand, is not required by this 
to mo any of its bonds or stocks, and it has millions 
them. ere are nine y-odd millions, par value, up behind 
Drexel mortgage alone, although there are only about $8 
of that loan outstanding to-day. There was an 

of $24,000,000, an ac issue of $18,000,000 or $19,000,000, and 
amount outstanding has been brought down to $8,500,000. . 
report says that the amount was $11,000,000 last , bat it hi 
been reduced so that it is now only about $8,500,000, and 
ings have been already instituted to foreclose that trust in 
to eliminate the claim of the Government. Lest the Government 
should have any right in equity to redeem that Droperty; the fore- 
closure is going on, in order to put the property beyond our reach 
in this ement. 

This bill, I say, does not require the Union Pacific to _—- 
its bonds and stocks. The further permits the Central P. 
Railroad Company to remain under lease to the Pacific 
of Kentucky, which is certainly in violation of laws passed by 
several of the States, and in violation of a principle which has been 
sae nay even by Congress, feeble as it has been in its effort to 
legislate to prohibit the consolidation of parallel or competing 
lines of road. : 

This bill, I say, ts that to be continued and carried on. 
The time that the bonds are to run under this mortgage is a. 
six years for the Central Pacific and eighty-three years for 
fo practichlty vrortiite, eal ghriag ater tiles eenseaEibaen 
is pr worthless, and giving awa use 
if they should fail again it would ccauieis cous beninah million 
dollars to come in and clean off the underlying mortgage, whereas 
now it can be cleaned off for less than thirty millions and give the 
Government a clear road to sell. The bill is inadequate to 
the interests of the Government, delusive, and visionary, and the 
results of its practical application will be to destroy, not conserve, 
the rights it vainly assumes to protect. 

I reserve the ce of my oon [Applause.] 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


h ie “tak ‘ae hate Bis se canal ae from 
avin, en the c as a 
the ry Ba by Mr. Piatt, one of ie chat the 
Senate had passed without amendment biils and a joint resolution 
of the following titles: . 

A bill (H. R. 7945) to provide for the of lands in Greer 
County, Okla., to give preference rights to and for other 


urposes; 
Pw’ bill CHL R. 5407) to remove the of desertion now 
ing against Oscar A; Bulette, known in title 
Bulette, late —— Company E, Fifty-second 
Volunteers, late war; - 

A bill (H. R. 
furnish condemned cannon to Thomas, Ky.; and 

| Joint. resolution (H. Res. 205 ee 


fle 


EGF 


: 


stand- 
as Austin 
Infantry 
) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 


telephone line in the District of 
e messwge also announce? that the Senate had passed bills of 





the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was 


ested: 
{bill (S. 3328) to amend an act entitled “‘An act to repeal the 
timo (8. 1781) making an approrciation vo farnish flags for the 
A '. an or 
echocineteta of the District of Columbia, 
ee ean HL he 710) te jeow! Se tee neers te 
dment . ‘or a en 
brevet of active or retired officers of the United Dates Areny in 
which the concurrence of the House was req 


PACIFIC RAILROAD BILL. 


The committee again resumed its session. 

Mr. Bet of Texas rose. 

Mr. PowERS was recognized. 

The CHAIRMAN. To whom does the gentleman from Vermont 

ield? 

a POWERS. I do not yield to anyone, Mr. Chairman, but I 
understand that the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HusBarp] 
yields to the gentleman from Texas |Mr. BELL]. 

Mr. HUBBARD. That is right. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. I suppose that I had a right to the floor 
as a member of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time is controlled by the gentleman 
from Vermont on the one side and by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri ee) on the other. 

Mr. L of Texas. Mr. Chairman,I am aware that a great 
number-of gentlemen whose constituents are much more directly 
interested in the ore settlement of the Pacific railroad debts 
than are those whom I represent desire to address the committee 
on the — measure, and I should not occupy any of the limited 


time which has been ailowed for debate but for the fact that I 
think the gentleman from Vermont has fallen into error as to many 
of the itions which he has submitted. Most of what I have 
to say be directed to attempting to correct some of the errone- 


ous impressions which, I fear, his remarks might have created. 

To begin with, as a member of the Committee on Pacific Rail- 
roads, I of course, in common with others, have become somewhat 
familiar with the details of the legislation posed by this bill 
and with the previous legisiation on the subject, as well as with 
the history of the construction of the subsidi i and 
their sn uent operations. 

The gentleman who ed the discussion [Mr. Powers] has 
very clearly and fairly stated the history of the legislation author- 
izing the building of the roads, but in order that my remarks may 
be seasonably complete I desire to repeat briefly some of the things 


which he has so well said: 

The act of Congress ap ed July 1, 1862, authorized the Sec- 
weer the Treasury to issue bonds to certain companies named 
th , which bonds were to be a loan to them, and tosecure the 


payment of which, together with the interest thereon, the Govern- 
ment was to have a first lien on the roadbed, the so of the 
companies, to aid in the construction of whick the bonds were 
issued. No work was done under t: is law. 

By the act approved July 2, 1864, the companies were authorized 
to issue first-lien mortgage bonds of even tenor, date, and amount 
of the Government bonds, and the lien of the Government was to 
be subordinate thereto. 

The Government was to retain one-half of all the compensation 
for services rendered it by the several companies, which sum, 
together with an amount equal to ope cent of their net earnings, 
was to be applied to the payment of the said bonds and interest. 

Five companies accepted the benefits of the act. They were— 


The Sioux City and Pacific road, which extends from 
Sioux City, lowa, 101.77 miles in a southwesterly 
direction, and to it subsidy bonds were issued to the 
IIS 06 ono tat tags + bt eiae en ee a dinbdceniiess 

The Central Branch of the Union Pacific, which extends 
from Atchison, Kans., 100 miles westerly, and to 
which were issued subsidy bonds to the amount of. 


$1, 628, 320 


1, 600,000 


8, 228, 320 


As it is not proposed in this bill to legislate with reference to 


these properties, it is not necessary to go further into details 
with reference to them. 


The Union Pacific, which extends from Omaha, Nebr., 

to Ogee, Utah, a distance of 1,038.68 miles, and to 
were issued subsidy bonds to the amount of. $27, 286, 512 

The Kansas Pacific, which extends from Kansas City, 

Kans., westward 393.94 miles, and to which were 

issued subsidy bonds to the amcunt of 


6, 303, 000 


33, 539, 512 


These two 
Aga etn Po ae, ee ee 


tea eee ewe 


Railway system, and in the subsequent dis- 
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cussion I shall refer to them collectively as the Union Pacific 
Railway Company. 


The Western Pacific, which was absorbed at an early 
date by the Central Pacific, the two roads constitut- 
ing a continuous line from San Jose, Cal., to Ogden, 
Utah, a distance of 860.66 miles, and to the two 
companies, which are designated as the Central 
Pacitic, bonds were issued to the amount of 27, 855, 680 


It was thought when the bonds loaned the companies were 
issued that the one-half of the compensation due by the Govern- 
ment for services rendered it by the respective companies and the 
5 per cent of the net earnings which was to be applied to the pay- 
ment of the bonds and interest as stated would pay the interest 
and supply something to be devoted to the gradual extinction of 
the debt due the United States. 

This proved to be a delusion, and the companies having failed 
to keep the interest paid, a suit was instituted to recover jude- 
ment for theamount they were in default. It was decided by tgh 
Supreme Court in 1875, in the case of the United States vs. The 
Union Pacific Railway Company (91 U. 8., 72), that the interest 
paid by the Government was not due from the companies until 
the bonds matured. 

As the companies made no effort to provide a fund with which to 
discharge their indebtedness secured by the prior lien on the prop- 
erty upon which the Government had a lien, or to satisfy the Gov- 
ernment’s debt when it should become due, and as it was rapidly 
increasing owing to the fact that the interest it was paying annu- 
ally neat exceeded the amounts paid by the companies, it was 
apparent that the claims against the subsidized portions of the 
roads would, before the Government debt matured, amount to 
much more than the value of the property upon which the Govern- 
ment had a lien to secure its debt. 

In 1878, by what is known as the Thurman Act, in order that a 
sinking fund might be accumulated with which to pay off the debts 
of the companies when they should become due, it was provided 
that the whole amount of compensation due to the Union Pacific 
and Central Pacific Railway companies, respectively, for the serv- 
ices rendered for the Government should be retained, one half to 
be applied to the liquidation of the interest paid by the United 
States upon the bonds loaned the said companies and the other 
half to be turned into a sinking fund. By the same act, in addi- 
tion to the 5 per cent of their net earnings which was to be applied 
to the payment of the interest on the bonds, as I have explained, 
the said companies were required to pay into the sinking fund a 
certain portion of their net earnings. The amounts paid into the 
sinking fund were to be invested in bonds of the United States, 
and the semiannual income thereof was to be in like manner 
invested, and the fund thus accumulated was to be held for the 
protection, security, and benefit of the lawful and just holders of 
any mortgage or lien debts of said companies, respectively, para- 
mount to the rights of the United States. This law, having been 
tested in the courts and having been held to be a proper exercise 
of legislative authority, has been enforced,and consequently there 
has been accumulated in the sinking fund and is heid in the United 
States Treasury securities and cash which is now available for the 
— ose of paying off the mortgage debts of the Central Pacific 

ilroad Company $6,493,126.94, and of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company $15,825,985.63. 

It is proposed by the bill reported by the committee to apply 
the amounts in the respective sinking funds to the extinguishment 
pro tanto of the Government's debt, and to this suggestion there 
can be no objection. 

A careful computation of the amounts which would be due the 
Government on the ist of January, 1897, after deducting the 
amount which the Government would realize from the securities 
in the sinking fund, shows that the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 

ny will be indebted to the Government’ in the sum of 
B53.715,408.78 and the Central Pacific $57,681,514.29. 

To secure the indebtedness of the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, the Government has a lien on the 1,038.44 miles of road ex- 
tending from Omaha, Nebr., to a point 5 miles west of Ogden, 
Utah, and on the 393.94 miles of road extending from the eastern 
line of the State of Kansas to a point 393.94 miles west therefrom, 
making in all 1,432.38 miles; but the Government lien on this 
ere is subordinate to a prior lien to the amount of $33,532,000. 

© secure the indebtedness of the Central Pacific the Govern- 
ment has a lien upon the 737.50 miles of railroad extending from 
a point 5 miles west of Ogden, Utah, to Sacramento City, Cal., and 
from Sacramento City to San Jose, a distance of 123.16 miles—in 
all, 860.66 miles—but the lien of the Government upon tiis prop- 
erty is subordinate to a prior lien of $27,855,680. 

A part of the Government's debt against each road has matured, 
and the remainder will mature in a short time: consequently it is 
necessary that some steps be taken to protect the interest of the 
Government.at.an early date. 

About the facts which I have repeated there can be no dispute, 
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bus I do not agree at all with the gentleman from Vermont that 
the ovrners of the stock of the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific | 
railroad companies are in an attitude which entitles them to the ) 
least tavoralies consideration at the hands of thisbody. I did noi 
suppose there would be anyone who would attempt to defend either 
the builders of these railroads or those who have subsequently 
operated them. The scandals that grew out of their construction, 
and particularly out of the construction of the Union Pacific, are 
a disgrace to the civilization of the age and ought to be a warning | 
te ali who might be inclined to loan the credit of our Government | 
to the presecution of private enterprises. I do not, however, 
intend to be diverted from a discussion of the real merits of the 
proposed settlement by questions of this kind, and would notrefer | 
to them except for the fact that it has been ‘assumed that those 
who have been the beneficiaries of cutrageous peculations and 
. frauds had conferred some great favor upon our country, and 

espec jally upon that section of it which is traversed by the roads | 
whie! h they constructed and have sub —— wrecked. 

Tt has been asserted that it should make no difference to us and 
was none of our concern, if the acme of the United States 
was not directly defranded, whether the manipulators who con- 
structed the roads acquired a fortune or not. From this a 
tion I utterly dissent. I entirely cgree that if any man by bis 
labor, or by his superior ee can accumulate a aaane 
honestly and honorably, be ought todo so, and that he ought to be | 
conunended for doing so; but I dissent entirely from the proposi- 
tion that it is honest or honorable to accumulate a fortune in | 
building railreads, or in other public enterprises, by watering stock 
or issuing bonds which do not represent an actualinvestment. I ) 
deny that these who accumulate fortunes in this way are public | 
benefactors, and I particularly dissent from the sug nm that | 
we, a5 representatives of the people, are not inteneae? in at . 

. 








ing such transactions, or in preventing those who have tele m the 
beneficiaries of them frora enjoying the fruits of their ill-gotten 
yains. If gentlemen see proper to buiid a railroad, and if they 
is7ue stock or bonds in excess of the actual cost of the saitpeatens, 
the excess represents somuch indebtedness which the public, who | 
trom the very nature of the thing are compelled to patronize the 
goad have to pay the interest upon. Jf I were not anxious to ex- 
iain the detatls of the substitute which I propose to offer for the 
ill, and if I bad sufficient time, I would like toelaborate upon this 
nerticnlar subject at length; for, while I am one of those who be- 
oe 7e thet we can not have the a to which we are entitled | 
iu this country under the financial legislation which now prevails, . 
and while I believe in the injurious effects which have followed 
tia high-tariff systems of the past, still it is my deliberate jadg- | 
ment that far more injurious than all these has been the effect | | 
of the fictiticus debts which have been created upon our great | 
transportation systems, and which have oceasioned (and I fear 
will continue to oceasion) the trans: aperninne charges to be so op- 
pressive upon our people; but I shall forego any discussion of this | 
subject, and shall recur to the measure under consideration. 
Emormous land grants were made to the railroad companies, 
bat it is unnecessary to diseuss the disposition which has bezn 
made of those lands, as they were a gift and nota loan, but so far 
as the subsidy bonds are concerned the case is entirely different. 
It was not intended, and never was suggested, that these bonds 
should he — to the companies, but only that they should be 
loaned, and it was always understood that the Government was 
to be renai¢. the entire principal and interest upon them; but it 
has been sn by the gentleman from Vermont that inasmuch 
ax thexe ha en repaid to the United States an amount equal to 
ths original ocak of the bonds granted, that, therefore, the 
Government ought to deal more lenieutly with its debtors in col- . 
jecting the remainder of its debt. it isa familiar principle of 
law that partial payments upon a debt must be applied first to 
the payment of the interest, and this was in contemplation at the | 
time the bonds were loaned. It was e: ——— as I have 
already stated, that the Government ould be 5 paid one-half of 
the amount that might be due the companies, tively, for 
transporting mails, troops, ete., and 5 per cent of their net earn- 
ent of the 
interest, and if there should be an lus then it was to be 
applied to the payment of the prin kp the indebtedness, and 
it was ones as I have already stated, that these payments 
would not extinguish the enniual interest c but would 
furnish <nnothing to discharge the principal of the Government's 
deb:. If these who tonstructed the railroads had used the money 
which they realized from the sale of the bonds secured by the first 
mortgage, as well as from those which had been loaned by the 
Government, to the construction of the roads, and had issned no 
stock except for the money which was used in the construction 
of the voads, the annual against the companies would not 
have heen so great but that amounts which were to be ap =~ 
under the law of 1864 to the Government's debt would have 
enficient to have paid the interest on the Government's debt, a 
suasinuch as that was not done, and us those who constructed the 
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$21, 000, the amount by which the debt secured by a lien prior 
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Government in a better condition than it has heretofore been. 
But I assert that we are in a position which enables us by exer- 
cising some degree of firmness in dealing with these corporations 
to compel them to deal justly with the Government in settling 
its debt, and if they will not do so there are others who will. 

think the theory upon which the committee has proceeded—that 
is, that we determine what the companies can pay and accept that— 
is entirely wrong. We must insist, if we are going to confer the 
great favor of loaning our credit, and thereby enabling these com- 
panies to obtain cheap money, money, in fact, so cheap that no 
other company has ever been able to ge* money at nearly so low a 
rate—we ought to exact something considerable of them in return. 
But if the theory of the committee that the earning capacity of 
the roads affords a correct basis for determining the amount of the 
debt which could be placed upon them is accepted, then I main- 
tain that what the rc can earn is not properly shown by returns 
of recent years. 

{ have already explained some of the reasons for this, but I shall 
repeat part of what i have said. The black lines upon this map 
represent the main system of the Union Pacific Railway Compaiy, 
while the red lines represent the feeders or auxiliary lines. The 
testimony of the witnesses before the committee was that these 
short lines were operated at aloss tothe main system. They were 
built as feeders to the main system and the payment of the fixed 
evharges upon them was guaranteed by the Union Pacific Railway 
Company, and from the time the process of extension began the 
whole system has been drifting into bankruptcy. But if we sever 
the branches from the trunk and let those who own the stock and 
bonds of the branch lines take their property, and if the main line 
should then be operated in its own interest, a very different return 
of net earnings would become apparent. Besides, owing tc the 
vniversal depression which has prevailed in our country for the 
last five years, railroad earningsthroughout theentirecountry have 
fallen off greatly, and perhaps in no section cf the country has the 
depression been more acute aud more protracted than in that 
traversed by the Pacific railroads. 

For these reasons, as well as. others wich I have already men- 
tioned, the Union Pacific Railroad’s earning capacity is not prop- 
erly reflected by the recent showings. Conditions have been even 
more unfavorable to the Central Pacific. I have already discussed 
at length the motives of those who have control of the Central 
Pacific, but there is another reason which is even more control- 
ling than those Ihave mentioned. The Southern Pacific Railroad 
ef Kentucky has leased the Central Pacific Railroad. It also con- 
trols the line of railroad commonly known as the Southern 
Pacific, which extends from California to New Orleans. Is it not 
plain that, not only for the purpose of having the net earnings of 
the Central Pacific Railway as small a: possible, so as toavoid the 
necessity ef paying a considerable amount into the sinking fund, 
and also so as to make as bad a showing as possible as to the earn- 
ing capacity of the Central Pacific Railroad, for the purpose of 
infinencing oe but also for other reasons, it would be to 
the interest of the Southern Pacific Company, which controls 
the Central Pacific, to divert as much traffic as possible from the 
Central Pacific road? Freight shipped over the Central Pacific 
from California to Ogden would at that point have to be trans- 
ferred to the Union Pacific, and the Union Pacific would of 
course receive a part of the charges for rting such freight. 
On the other hand, the Southern Pacific, having a through line, as 
t have stated, from zhe Pacific Ocean to New Orleans, would not 
have to divide with any other road. 

Mr. HUBBARD. And from New Orleans they have a water 
hau! to New York. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Yes; so I understand. 

For these reasons, and others which I have stated, the several 
roads have not been operated for years past in the interest of the 
roads themselves, and the showings they have been making can 
not beassumed as correct showings of their real earning capacity. 
Therefere, in any event, what they have been earning does not 
afford a proper test as to the terms upon which we ought to settle 
with them. But we ought, as I have stated, to proeeed upon the 
theory that if those who owned the properties of the roads will 
not do semething in some way to place us in a very materially 
better coadition than we are at present, then we will not treat 
with them; and when I speak of a materially better condition, I 
mean in @ very much better condition. 

Our debt is an enormous one, and if we are not to receive 
materially better security than we already have, we had better 
take what we can get as the result of a forced sale and make the 
best of a very bad in, At present if the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company should refuse to provide for its debts, the Gov- 
ernment, to protect itself, will compelled to pay in round 
numbers $38,000,000. If within, say, six months after the con- 
sumzuation of the settlement in the committee's bill they 
should refuse to carry out conditions of the new obligation 
which they have assumed, the Government, to t itself, 
would have. to pay off $55,900,000 indebtedness w! would be 
secured by the prior to that of the 


ough c 
Soagain I say that i 
ernment gets a lien is worth more 
re re 


have to 
we wo 


security 
— having ee Pacific 
ee the obli 
Southern Pacific Compan 
Company proper. The 


fact 
Com of Kentucky, which is the 
o cattamin ban tema for its 
to a small 
1 thistean taste vena 
oO ; very 
stock and avoid liabilitiesan 7’ 

inary case. Practically all of the 
United States have at one time or 0 ( 
TinbEiitien, eaoups thane ‘whieh *eeneaeetaaa Nn MC me aa 
iabilities, Ose W. were by alien e 
property. Teese Whee sles eee am 
m rem generally secw yment of their debts, all o 

ing to lose. This is the cass with ny of the railroad cor 


CENC 


tions in the State in which 1 live; ante’ 
here else. Of course, if t 


ber when Mr. Hunt 
dent of this corporation, was asked the questi 
the stock of the Southern Pacific Company 










Mr. BELL of Texas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TERRY. If the gentleman will permit me, instead of di- 
recting the suits for foreclosure to be brought under certain con- 
citions, why not stand on the rights reserved under the act of 1862? 

Mr. BELL of Texas. We could do that, of course, if it were 
thought best 


Mr. TERRY. It is more effective. 

Mr. BELL of Texas: I donot think so. 1 think it would be 
better to have the foreclosure proceedings and have the property 
sold and all questions of conflicting liens adjudicated in the suif; 
and, besides, I do not want Congress to do anything which might 
be regarded as committing it in the direction of Government own- 
ership of the railroads of this country. 

Mr. TERRY. In regard to that proposition, permit me to say 
to the gentleman that we would be committing ourselves to no 
new doctrine. We would be standing on the doctrine that this 
Congress stood on in 1862, when it was declared that in the event 
of a default in the payment of the debt due the Government the 

of the Treasury could take possession of the roads for 
the nse and benefit of the United States. It is, therefore, no new 














The bill recommended by the committee provides for funding 
the Government's debt at 2 per cent per annum interest. Inas- 
much as the Government can not obtain money at this rate, but 
must pay 3 per cent per annum, I do not think we ought to enter- 
; uggestion of a lower rate. 





. BELL of Texas. If it be not a new departure, still I believs 
in repudiating that feature of the act of 1862. If it be the law, it 
is one which is more honored in the breach than in the observance. 

Mr. Chairman, I hope I have made the propositions which are 
embraced in the substitute clear. I regret as much as anybody 
the necessity of our being compelled to even consider the propo- 
sition to refund the debts which are owing to the Government by 
the Pacific railroads, but we must face the conditions as we find 
them, and we must collect the enormous debts which are owing 
to the Government if we possibly can. This, I believe, we can do 
if we give those with whom we have to deal to understand that 
we propose to insist upon our rights and not allow them to dictate 
terms of settlement which certainly will net be beneficial to the 
Government and which may not be creditable to us. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman from Missouri 
will yield to me for a moment, I wish to ask permission to present 
an amendment which I propose to offer at the proper time to the 
bill, in order to have it now printed in the Rrecorp. 

Mr. HUBBARD. I yield to the gentleman for that purpose. 

Mr. PERKINS. I simply desire:to present the amendment and 
have it printed in the Recokp, now waiving the reading of it. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. SHermaNninthechair). Without objec- 
tion, the proposed amendment of the gentleman from lowa will be 
printed in the Recorp for the information of the House. 
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amount of debts which are secured by the first mortgage upon ; . There was no objection. 
it and what will be owing the United States; but I am confident | The proposed amendment of Mr. Perxus is as follows: 
that in order to secure the use of the $112,000,000 at the low rate An t to be inserted in House bill 8189: 
cnanelies bee 8 Lagasse nd annum ee oe made, = suc- rs > - of —— is comeerets peyrom said Union Pacific 
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; ; 4 originally intended, Daniel L. Plumer, of Wausau, in the State of Wisconsin; 
posed substitute. Ifthe companies would settle upon the terms | ‘TSmas A. Stoddart, of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri. Fred W. Esta. 
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to eee ie oes Se ae Seneca ly Sapreesy coutens author: | Se a tis Bese te ints Seregh C went at (ate. aasirh 
Ta BOAT NER. W hi atiteaonaaae § Woll, of Philadelphia: E. O. Macfarlane, of Towanda, in the State of Pennsy!- 
Mr. BOATNER. ees yield for a question? vania; John Ellis: of Kewanee, and James 8. Huey, of Chica = in the State 
Mr. BELL of Texas. nly. Be a ey ae C. miton, Gnfecsortie, ts oie Sent of | ndiana: Robert 
Mr. BOATNER. I have been very much impressed with the Trea’ L. Eatow of Binux Cit of Ohio; W. ©. McNeil, of Postville, 
. and L. Eaton, of Sioux City, in the State of lowa; W. 8. Kinyon, of 
agree proposition, but 1 should like to know what course aoe, Sms State of Minnesota; B. S. Spofford, of Coldwater, in the 
e would suggest in the event the railroad companies refused to | State of and 8. T. Jones, of Oakland, in the State of Maryland, and 
accept the which his substitute contemplates. their associates and successors, be,and hereby are, created a body corporate 
Mr Texas. The substitute bill vides fully for the under the name of the Northwestern and Union Pacific Railroad Company, 
- su ; es Ily t with the ee of railroad corporations and with all such powers as 
contingency which the gentleman speaks of, and I will now dis- | Congress may w in the premises, to construct, acquire, assemble, oper- 
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to prevent the same and to secure the observance thereof.” 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vunia [Mr. ARNOLD], if present, will be entitled to the floor under 
an arrangement that I have made with him. 

Mir. GWENS. I suggest to the gentleman that I have several 
amendments I desire to have printed. I ask that I may have per- 
ae to offer them now, simply to have them printed in the 

RECORD. 

fhe CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Vermont yield to 
the ventieman from Kentucky? 

Mr. POWSRS. If the gentleman from Kentucky will withhold 
the amendments for a few minutes, I shall have no objection to his 
request. I want to occupy the time, if possible, until the usual 
hour of adjournment, and had intended to yield to the gentleman 
frozn Pennsylvania [Mr. ARNOLD]. Ido not see him at present 
er the floor, and I will yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
j Mr. ae 

The CHAIRMAN. How much time does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. POWERS. All the time he desires. 

Mr. GROW, Mr. Chairman, not expecting to discuss any of 
the features of this bill, I shall not trespass long upon the atten- 
tion of the committee. 

The gentleman fom Texas [Mr. BELL] has just given us a 
statement cf his pian for disposing of this important question. 
He informs us that ander all the information the committee had 
received. if the road was sold under foreclosure proceedings the 
first mortgage would be paid off, and perhaps one-half the Govern- 
ment lien, and bly not se much. This is all that could prob- 
ably be recel from the foreclosure proceedings. And yet he 
proposes and assures us with great confidence that moneyed men 
will be ready to take the road and pey off the first lien and allow 
the Government lien te be made first lien at 8 per cent interest. 
Who will invest money in the —— of fa that is vot 
worth, by your own showing, amount of money that would 
have to be imvested? 

Supposing, for instance, that tho road should sell for $5,000, or 
$10,000, we will say; the Government lien is $2,000, the first lien is 
$2,006. Wow, by testimony, according to the gentleman's own 
statement, if sold, the $8,000 would be paid amd $1,000 on the sec- 
oudlien. Thatisall the property is worth. It would bring $1,000 
less than the amount of the investment, Who is going to invest 
mcney to makes first lien of our second one? y should they 
make it a first lien? That ie not a Yankee 
gentleman had come from one of the New 
the boys serve apprenticeship in making wooden nutmegs, he would 
not Aave much confidence in such a proposition. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we re. t the United States here as a ) 
bound of directions, having a junior lien on property. 

‘The reorganization of railroads has been a common thing in the | 
countey during the past few years. first rule in reorganiza- . 
ticn is that the jamior creditor must be the loser, if anybody. [It | 
the property is not worth the first lien, then the janior has no | 
reinedy, If the property is not worth both liens, the junior loses, . 
nat the first itor. ow, we are here as junior creditors—— 

Mr. HUBBARD, May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. GROW. - Yes. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Suppose you have a second mortgage for 
$1¢:,000 on a piece of property. You are preceded by a mortgage 
of &$,000 on that eee If that shows by its net 
earnings that it would earn a sufficient amount of money to pay 
a fair rate of interest, say 4 per cent,on the entire debt, would 
you permit the first lien to be foreclosed without bidding for it 
and protecting yourself? 

es GROW. The gentleman can make all the suppositions he 
pleases. 

Mr. HUBBARD. That is not a supposition; it is a fact. 

Mr. GROW. Gentlemen can make ull the suppositions they 
yiease, The gentleman himself claimed that the only basis of 
vane on railroad property is its earnings, and there is no uso in 
insning a boad d what the earnings will pay interest on. 

Now, the first thing in reorganizing a rafirond is the question 
of issuing new — There may be a first, second, third, or 
any uuraper of liens. ce ees Se er ee 
for anything, is & a security. Hence aenenaeee 
are not required fo make much if any sacrifices, unless in a fair 
Dusivess way they might be required to reduce their rate of in- 
terest. Tu reorganizatious ev: here the first point is the secur- | 
ing of the principal of each of the liens if it can be done. By re- 
édecing the rate of interest the principal of all liens may be saved. 
But without a reduction of the rate of interest and extension of 
iime for payment some lien must lose. It is expected that the 
greatest redaction should be on the junior mortgage. Our junior 


the road of said Union Pacific Railway Company,or which shall | 


san ns per if the | 
ngiand States, where | 
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mortgage has been 6 per nt 
pene ag wy a the cor 
the ee cisalinrene ct ana mou 


eegadice or | to the principal invested, if there 


courts having territorial juriedic ion in the premises shall have jurisdiction | 


| of interest —s by solvent de 
interest reckoned 


The interest is calculated at 6 bey wi ich 
a Ter 
per cent is pmenegs 


to 
people owe the Government. 


The 


| ceiving a greater amount of interest on fF 


was worth. 2 
an accum tion 
That 


ganization of the 


nen de cet es 
but under 


oman let us the loss of tS 
7 ‘| the difference. 
ey Is not that the thing to bedone by 
and 
ee 
give é ees 
Mr MAGUIRE. It will give you more than 
in any other way. ‘ eo ies 
Mr. GROW. Oh, no; it will not. We had | 
public lands of this of $1.25 an n 
issued Who. 


ee Wht 


was 


lien, 
reason : 
gunnconee . 
we GROW testimony 
i 
first and second liens, ' 
giving more than that amoun ypos 
Mr. MAGUIRE. This committee ha 
a word of testimony was taken. s 
Mr. GROW. 
— they had 
ence they 
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the amount at so much per mile, and they never received one 
dollar in bonds or one acre in land more than the law gave. If 
they could make money out of the enterprise under those condi- 
tions, that was their good fortune. They took the risk of losing it. 

The Central Pacific Company, under a law of California, first 

commenced work, and soon after Congress passed the law for the 
of the roads was in full force in construction. When 
the idea of building a railroad te the Pacific was first taken up, 
three were in contemplation. One was to be a southern 
road and there was a controversy between the city of Memphis 
and one cr two other points in the South as to which should be 
the eastern terminus of the Southern Pacific. Another was to be 
a northern zoad, somewhere on Lake Superior, and, of 
course, there was to be this great central road. These projects of 
three lines across the continent were presented to Conzress before 
eee ee of the people’s representatives here went 
forth to the ba to destroy the Union of our fathers. 

Soon after that event this single line was started, and the effort 
was made to have it completed in as short a time as possible. 
Thateffort wassuccessful. Theenterprise has been accomplished. 
The country has received its benefits. We, sitting here to-day, 
are not required to determine whether the legislation of that day 
‘was wise or unwise, or whether the men who engaged in that great 
enterprise have made money or have lost money by it. Neither 
are we to inquire whether they have managed their railroads 
differently from the way the directors and stockholders in other 

have their roads. The question before us is 
not one that we can settle by the main strength of our votes if we 
propose to act fairly and justly with the men who invested their 
money in this great enterprise which originated in legislation for 
the unity and benefit of thecountry and of mankind. { Applause. | 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I De ae that there is no 
other gentleman who desires to speak upon the bill this evening. 
As I have already said in the hearing of the members of this com- 
mittee, it was intended when the was presented that it should 

into-operation the Ist of January. That time haring paased, 
FP na laseines necessary to change the word ‘‘ January” wher- 
ever it Occurs in the bill to the word ‘“‘ July,” and also in one or 
two instances to change “July” to “January.” My desire is to 
offer this amendment and ask the committee to agree to it, in 
order that the bill may be printed in correct form to-morrow 
a I propose now to offer the amendment for the purpose 

ve 

The CHAIRMAN. That would require unanimous consent 
under the rules. 

POWERS. I am aware of that, so I ask unanimous con- 












TE did not quite finish my statement. My proposition embodies 

one or two other very slight amendments designed to make the 

of the bill conform to the differences in the compfftation 

of interest. On sundry pages which are specified in the amend- 

ment the word “‘ Jan * should be erased and *‘ July” inserted. 

Everybody familiar the bill will understand the reason for 
that « 


Further amendments which we propose are as follows: 
6, lines 7 and 8, strike out “ inning on the Ist day of July. 1897,” 
and insert “ inning on the Ist day of January, 1898." 
Page 17, line 24, and 18, line 1, strike out “beginning on the Ist day of 
July, 1897," and insert “ ming on the Ist day of January, 1898." 
Page 27, lines 6 and 7, for * $2,400,318.20" insert * $2.414.326.21." 
diay ii line 12, before “ wpon the constituent parts,” insert “to the Ist day 
, 1887 


That has reference, I will say, to the computation of interest on 
the amount of the sinking fund. 

Page 27, line 16, after “officers of the Treasury,” insert “except that on 
amounts ascertained to be due on account of services for the Pe yst-O ffica 


Department, interest. to be computed from the dates of the respective cer- 
tificates of the Post-Office ent.” 


That relates to the section of the bill providing that the officers 
of the Treasury Department shall ascertain the amount which will 
be dune the companies on the ist day of July for transportation 
charges. I understand that as to postal transportation charges it 
is necessary to wait until a certificate can be obtained from the 
Post-Office entastotheamountdue. Thisamendment is 
designed to make that matter plain. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. I understand the committee reporting this 
bill now asks leave to make those corrections in its own Dill 

Mr. POWERS. That is all. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Yondo not want the Committee of the Whole 
to of these amendments now? 

Mr. Not at all. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Then I have no objection to the gentleman's 


Mr. POWERS. There is one further amendment: 


Page 2, Hine 23, add at the conclusion of clause 2 the following 

“And any amounts heretofore forming part of the sinking fund applical 
to said which shali have been applied toward pay ment or satisfa 
tion of subsidy bonds.” 


le 
o- 
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I understand that the Treasury Department has sold; or is about 

to sell, certain bonds in the sinking fund. When this bill was 
drawn, there was no such sale contemplated. The ovject of the 
amendment is that if there should be such a sale before the bill 
goes into effect the amount of the bonds which may actually have 
been sold may be applied to the discharge of indebtedness due the 
Government. I ask unanimous consent that the bill be amended 
in these respects. 

Mr. MAGUIRE, The gentleman proposes that the committee 
which pres the bill be allowed to correct it in this way? 

Mr. POWERS. Exactly. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. I am perfectly willing that all those correc- 
tiens be made, but I do not want it understood that they are 
adopted by the Committee of the Whole as amendments to the bill. 

Mr. POWERS. Well, I ask that the bill be amended so that it 
can embrace these points. When we get back into the House, I 
aball offer a resolution to print some extra copies. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vermont asks unani- 
tious consent, as the Chair understands, that the amendments 
hich the Clerk will read be reported to the House—— 

Mr. MAGUIRE. As I understand, the gentleman's request is 
that the Committee on the Pacific Railroads have leave to make 
(hese corrections and have them printed in the bill, That, of 
wourse, J am willing to consent to. 

The CHAIRMAN, The reprinting of the bill can only be or- 
dered by the House, 

Mr. POWERS. With a view to having the bill reprinted, lask 
that before the Committee of the Whole rises the Committee on 
ir Pacific Railroads have leave to make these corrections in the 
nt. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of the Whole can not make 
the order which, as the Chair understands, the gentleman requests. 
‘Che Committee of the Whole might agree to these amendments 
vnd report them to the House. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. The gentleman had better make his 
in the House, I skal) object to it in the way in which the Chair 
states it. I will make noobjection to the committee being allowed 
to wake those corrections in the House. 

Mr. POWERS. Thatis alll ask. I yield for a moment to the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. BELL}. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. I desire to offer a substitute for the bill, 
that it may be printed. : 

The CHAIR Tkat can only be done in the House. 

Mr. POWERS. 1 move, then, that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Tho committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
simed the chair, Mr. PAYNE reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, having had under consideration 
House bill No, 8189, had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr® POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I now ask unanimous consent 
that the Committee on Pacific Railroads be allowed to amend 
their bill in the eee that I have already indicated in the 
Committee of the Whole, respecting a change of dates when the 
bill is to take effect, and also that 1,000 extra copies of the bill 
shall be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. McEWAN, I object, Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of ask- 
ing a question, 

Wilk not the amendments which have already been stated, that 
are to be made to the bill, be printed in the Recorpb to-morrow 
norning? f refer to the amendments you have just now sent up. 

Mr. POWERS. That is probablytrue. But I will say to the 
gent! s»man that several members who have been using the origi- 


nest 


yal bili to-day find it difficult to follow the changes that have 
been made, and at their request and for the convenience of the 
members of the House I have asked that the bill be printed in 
the amended form. 

Mr. KYLE. I suggest to the gentleman that he also ask for a 
i ke of the report. 

Mr. POW! . I think there is a sufficient number of the 
HpOre. if the gentieman will permit me. 

Mr. McEWAN, I withdraw the objection. 

Mr. POWERS. There are soveral amendments indicated on a 
sii: of paper that the Clerk has, and also on a copy of the bill as 
prepared by the committee. The request is for unanimous con- 
sent fur the adoption of these amendments by the committee, and 
then that.the bill be printed as so amended to the number that I 
have stated, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont asks unani- 
mous consent that the bill, amended in accordance with the sug- 
gestion submitted by him to the Committee of the Whole, be 

vinted, 1,000 extra copies for the use of the House; and that that 
bit be considered as the pending bill before the Committee of the 
Whole. Is there objection? 

Mr. MAGUIRE. I understand that these are mere corrections 
made in the bill by the Committee on Pacific Railroads, for which 
the gentleman asks consent. To that I have no objection. 

Mr. POWERS. That is correct. 
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we ERS. Now, Mr. § 
3 ough Say, vr 
ment by the 


porate that amendment in the bill which is to be: 
On page Sot the bill after the word “servic 
e bill, d “service,” int 
he acute Gist con So caine ae x 
in lieu thereof what I send to thedesk; = 8 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
The Clerk read as follows: 


oy . 


objection to the addi 
pro by the eman from Vermont? 
tf was no 


Mr. HUBBARD. Mr. Speaker, I ae 
those members who have addressed the Hous 
may be permitted to extend their in ; 
There was no objection. = ee ear nae et ere: 6 tt 
Mr. BELL of Texas. Mr. , | havea for the 
bill which I to offer at the time, and unani- 
mous consent that it be ted in ee tee 
The SPEAKER. Without objection, that order will be made. 
There was no ob on, Sige hae ie 9s 


The proposed su te isas follows: ue eas 


so arri x 
on the said Ist day of J 


fap of lsd Jae 


the time of the ex 
the Secretary 





pri er annun, 
Moe wala compan 
to the interest whic 

of $550,000 of principal per 

day of January, 1¢14, said 

ia addition to the inter- 

. sum: of $750,000 of princi- 

until the whole amount of said bonds shall have been fully 

payments of principal shall be applie<i ?.. payment of the 

0 paytaens and in the order 

g with the highest unpaid number. 

, Shall thereupon be canceled and 

bonds under said mortgage shall 

When such bonds shall have been 

the indebtedness of the said company herein- 

be wholly discharged, and the Secretary of the 

shall cancel and discharge the mortgage given to secure the same 


act. 
That thestatutory lien created and subsisting under and by virtue 
~t approved July 1, 1842,and the act of July 2, 1864, and 
a to seeure the payment of said subsidy bonds issued to 
Railroad Company of California and the Western Pacific 
Company,and the interest thereon, as set forth in said acts, and 
property su to said statutory lien, shall be and remain in 
ane ae owing by each of said companies tovthe 
until the liens on the property affected by the said mort- 
the time of so Seve ream which are secured by a lien 
of the Government, shall have paid, satisfied, and discharged 


mortgages authorized by provisions of sections 
contain a covenant providing that, in the event of any 
the regular payment of interest on the 

tTaents of | princi required by sections 4 

to the United States from the company 

of the President of the United States, 

shall be therenpon entitled to 

properties of such default- 

rts or to Congress for authority s» 

maintain appropriate proceedings at 

—— jurisdiction for the 

said or mortgage; and such 

termsand stipulations in conformity 

yy be deemed necessary efficiently to 

application there’o of the moncys pny to the 

the principal thereof, and as may be 

Treasury of the United States. The said 

the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 

upon the delivery thereof shall respectively »e valid and subsist- 
each of all the said mortgagor company, real, per- 
required by the terms of this act, and 

© effect of recording the same in any place. 

the Secretary of the Treasury, 

under such rules and regula- 

and, for the greater publicity of 

4 the Secretary of 

tivedelivery, be depos- 

rksof the circuit courts of the United 

supreme courts of the Territories of the United 

in which the roadbed or any part thereof of said companies, respec- 
and records shall at all times be open to public 

and recording thereof shall be at the expense of 


case default should be made at any time in the payments 

principal or interest prescribed herein to be made upon the 

iasned under sections 3 and 9 of this act, no money shall be paid from 

States Treasury for or on account of services rendered to the 

States or any Department of the Government thereof over or upon 

ee ena: Gleaeech Mera otek eck cnceee: 

any or own eased, Or oper- 

that issued such until all amounts > in 

have been fully paid; but the compensation for 
upon the amounts so in default. 

as any of the bonds authorized by the 

shali remain outstanding and unpaid, no 


ui 
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ed, nor unless said company 
principal and interest then dur 
the United States under this act, nor unless the said 
all interest accrued, but not payable at the time 
dividends, shall be sufficient to warrant the pay 
of said companies whose bonds are so 
the rate of 4 per cent per annum 
ime of deciaring such dividend in 
@ as any of the said bonds are held 
amount equal to the excess over 4 per cent per 
declared to the Secretary of the Treasury, to be anplied to pay- 
of the of the highest numbered bonds of such company issued 
the Government as herein provided, and uniess the earnings of the said 
shall suffice to warrant the payment of such excess and also the 
tothe Government. Any director or officer who shall declare or 
aid in declaring or paying a dividend prohibited by this act shall, 
con of any cou competent Jariadiction, be punished by 
t exceeding two years or by a fine not qmeseding $5,000, or 
h such fine and imprisonment. 
“Src. this shall take effect as to each of the said companies, 
ively, as hereinbefore described, upon the acceptance of the terms by 


14 That 

as 
? of directors of such company in writing over the corporate seal of 
company, signed 2 president and attested by its secretary, being 
<x doputtel with of the Treasury within three months 
the of this act, subject, however, as to each company, to the 
campletion of settlement and adjustment im this act proposed and pro- 
vided; one congeny, which shall not so file its acceptance sha!! take no 

mo 
th 


benefit from t. pon the filing of said acceptance and the execution 
of the and bonds referred to in the second, third, 
of this act, the Secretary of the Treasury is 
ate any securities held in the sinking fund for 
said company so an the proceeds of said sale to the amount 
oF thsi telah ob onthe calor the arst and sixth sections of this act. ; 
the United States. Any excess realized from such sale abo 
securities as estimated under the first and sixth 
be paid to the company; any Sictenry below such velne she 
said company upon demand made by the Secretary of the 
such sale, 
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“Src. 15. That either of said companies may, at any time after the execu- 
tiou and delivery of their said bonds, pay the whole or any portion of said 
bonds, by paymg the amount thereof, together with the accrued interest 
taereon, to the Sécretary of the Treasury, who shall thereupon cancel the 
bends so paid and deliver the bonds so canceled to the said company. No 
bonds sc canceled shall be reissued, but the Secre’ of the Treasury may, 
by direction of the an . the United States, sell any of the aT. 
which May be Unpaid at an me, and purchase price shall 
lawful money of the United States. i 

“Seo. 16. That as to such com: as shali accept the provisions of this 
act, and in the manner and within the time herein rovided as to it, from 
and efter the completion of the said adjustment and settlement, all provi- 
sions of law relating to the appointment of Government directors shall be, 
apd the same are hereky re ed, and the said office is hereby abolished, 
and all provisions of law relating to the collection of any percentage of net 
earnings, and te the withholding or application of any naw due or to be- 
come tue from the United States for any services rendered by either of the 
said companies or any of its branches or auxiliaries or leased lines, other 
than ss bereinbefore provided, are hereby repealed, and all such amounts 
shall (provided the said company shall not be in default in the payment of 
the interest of the bonds or in the payments required by this act) be paid to 
the ssid company as soon as aiuounts shall have been ascertained, and all 
provisions of law forbidding either of said companies from smortenging oF 
Wedszing its property shall be repealed, and either of said companies l, 
after the acceptance of the terms of this act, as hereinbefore provided, have 
and possess all the usual ao of borrowing money on its credit or on 
security of any of its assets, and of constructing or extending its railway 
by consolidation, lease, or otherwise, and of leasing its railway and property 
or parts taereof, and of acquiring title to land by condemnation roneedings. 
and such other powers as are or may be granted te and exercised by railwa 
corporations in the — States and Territories in which the said rs«l- 
way is or may be situated. 

‘Sno. 17, That each of the companies accep’ the provisions of this act 
shali keep its railroad and telegraph line in repair an 
times transmit dispatches over said ponerees line, and ee . 
and munitions of war, supplies, and public stores upon said railroad for the 
Government whenever required to do so by any Department thereof, and 
that the Government shall at all times have the preference and the use of the 
same for all the pur aforesaid at fair and reasonable rates of compensa- 
tion. net to exceed the amnunts —_ oe ties for the same kind of 
service; and said companies shall at es afford to all other lines of rail- 
ivad now built, or hereafter to be built, equal and reasonable facilities for 
reaking connections with them, or either of them, and equal and reasonable 
tacilitie: for the transportation of f ht and passengers thereon. 

“smc. 18. That it shall be the duty of the Attorney-General to cause the pro- 
visions of this act to be enforced, and he shall take all steps needful to that 
end aad shall make report to the President each year or oftener thereon, 
which report shall be laid before Con and untilthe execution and deliv- 
ery of the bonds and mortgages in this act provided for shall be completed 
al ext st ng provisions of law relating to said companies, respectively, shall 
remain in flores. 

“Sic. 18. ‘That in the event either of the said companies shall fail within 
the time preseribed by this ect to accept the benefits thereof,or to comply 
with al! tre conditions herein requ of it, it is hereby made the duty of 
the Attorney-General of the United States to enforce by public proceedings 
against the said company or companies all the rights of the United States 
uncer oxisting laws and to institute proper proceedings for the foreclosure 

f the isn of the United States upon the property of such company or com- 
penica, raspectively, subject to the said lien. 

“See. 2. That the court of appeals of the District of Columbia is hereby 
giv en jurisdiction over any and all suits that may be brought by the United 
States to enforce or obtain other relief upon any lien or liens on any railway 
or raliways or any property belon: to one or more railway corporations, 
vreyever such property may be si 5 

“Hud. 21. Shat separate liens = different railways or railway rties 
may de enforeed by the United tes in the same suit when such lways 
constitate or were intended tc constitutea se line, or are t of or con- 
nected with a through line or genera! system of railways. court shall 
haye power to make such orders concerning the sale of said property as ma 
be just and proper for the protection of the interests of all parties conce 

“Spo. 2. That said court shall have power toissue mesne and final, 
which shall run into any district and served as other like process, by the 
mershal of such district, and to enter all proper orders, decrees, and man- 
dates, including orders, decrees, and mandates for the payment to the United 
Siates of as ieficiency arising upon asale under such lien. 

“Seo. 3. That holders of liens on any such railways or property may be 
mace parties tosuch suit, or may intervene if not made parties, and said court 
may order any and ali proceedings by any — = jes in other courts 

having jurisdiction of part only of the bab g oh volved to be discontinued 
or stayed until the termination of such suit by the United States. 

“sinc, 24. "Mhat this act and each and eve on_ thereof shall sever- 
ally and respectively be deemed, taken, and as in alteration and amend- 
ment of said act of 1962, and of said act of 1864, and of said act of 1878, respec- 
tively, and acts amenda’ thereof or a ee mpeergy A thereto, and of of 
said acts #o far as they are Inconsistent with this act, nor shall anything in 
this act be construed or taken in anywise to affect or impair the right of 
Congress at any time hereafter f er to alter, amend, or re the said 
acts hereimbefore mentioned, and this act shall be subject to alteration, 
emmendment, or Tre , a8 in the opinion of Congress justice or the public 
welfare may uire, and nothing herein contained shall be held to deny, 
crehuia, or im any a or remedy in the premises now existing in favor 
ef the United States. This act shall be published and printed as a public act, 
and in all proceedings may be cited as such.” 

Mr. HARRISCN. Mr. Speaker, I desire also to ask unanimous 
consent to have printed in the REcoRD a substitute which I desire 
to oifcr at the proper time. : 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks that the substitute which 
ie proposes to-offer may be printed in the Recorp for the infor- 
maticn of the House. Is thcre objection? 

There was no ob; on. 

Tho pro substitute is as follows: 

Strike cat all after the enactiug clause in the bill and insert the following, 
to wit 

“Suerron 1. That the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of the 
Interior, and. the Attorney-General, and their successors in office be, and 
they are nately appt a commission with full power to settle the indebt- 
eduess > any and all the bond-aided Pacific railroads to the Government, 


: such terms and in such manner as be agreed upon by them and 

the eurtenie Of said railroads: Provided, That any and all settlements thus 

made shall be submitted in writing to the Presideut for his approval or disap- 
by him shall not be binding. 


proval, and unless approved 
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“Sec. 2. That said commission or 
FS to administer to 


of wi 
and documents needed in oman yn OO 
“Sec. 8. That said shall ” 


of the next regular session of 

of their failure to settle said 

making sh vopers, te shecee tee r nent may 
» necessary or proper nt to 

enforce the Bead airyan 0 moe gre of sa then 

due and un 


“Seo. 4 the sum of or so much ther be , 
ee “at roprinted out of any Fands in the reqeury not othertise 
appro defray expenses of said commission carrying © 

isi this act.’ : 


provisions of 
SENATE BILLS REFERRED = 
Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills were - 
taken from the ’s table and referred as follows: 
A bill (S. 3828) to amend an act entitled “Amn act to repeal the 


timber-culture laws. and for other purposes”—to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 


A bill (S. 1781) making an to furnish flags for the 
achssolhnecami of = Dikat Ocenia te the Committee on 
Appropriations. he aha is 
LEO L, JOHNSON. Kas’ ie 
Mr. OWENS. Mr. I ask unanimous nt for the 
present consideration Pas bill (H. R. 5808) which Tount to the 
‘lerk’s ‘ 
The bill was read, as follows: 


A biil (H. R. 5808) for relief of Leo L.. Johnson. 
Be it enacted, ete., That the Court of Claims is ™ 
and alijudicate the claim of Leo L. Johnson for 
heads of sugar taken from his planta’ situate in tl 
La., under orders of General Butler, in November, 1 
Orleans end sold by the sequestration 
amounting to $37,351.49. to Colonel Holabird 
Banks, and by him to the United States and 
the Treasury. > . 


= PAYNE. I object; and I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York objects tothe 
present consideration of the bill, and moves that the House do now 
adjourn. Pending the motion, the Chair will submit. report from 
the Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED, 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled joint ution 
(H. Res. 205) authorizing the building of rn line in the 
District of Columbia; fen the Speaker signed the same, — 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was a 

To Mr. LirtLe, for ten days, on account of ‘tant business. 

To Mr. BRowN, indefinitely, on account of sicknessin his family, 

To Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi, for five days, on account of ; 
ness. a 

And then, on motion of Mr. Payne (at 5 o’clock and 7 minutes 
p. m.), the House adjourned. : ae 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, a letter from the Secretary of the 
{or bys rmotutlon of tho House, dated Fane 9,196, has not ben 
or by the on e Ho 

fovniaal was taken from the table Sek ealarved'to tae 
Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, _ haa 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. Kies ag 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resol were sevs 

reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and refer 

the several Calendars thereii named, as folle 
Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee 

which was referred House bill N. 

bill CH. R. 9863) to extend 

grant the right of way to 

Southwestern Railway 

and Oklahoma Territory, 

cem ber 21, 1893, accompanied 

billand report were referred to 

on the state of the Union. 
Mr. MILLIKEN, from the Committee 

Grounds, to which was referred sundry b 

titles, reported the same, accom 

bills and reports were sever? _., 

Whole House on the state of the Union, 
The bill ie provide for a» 

for 


Dy 
* ohne 


land, Ohio, (Report No. 2401.) 
The bill B44) to 

building at ( 
The bill (H. R. 2184) to 








eo 
















» erection of a seman: aia in the State of 
R. 108) to provide for the erection of « publi 


are i) fo erecta p Poteet Lawrense, 


ene ball ES easy dee the exeetbin ct a custom-house and post- 


at Brunswick, Ga. (Report No. 2406.) 
bill ( TR. 7048) for the erection of » public building at 


1 ia) entitled An act to provide for the purchase of 
be es of Deen he 





The bill (H. R. 1979) to provide for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a public building thereon at Santa Rosa, in the 
State of California. (Report No. 2440.) 

The bill (8. 1717) entitled “An act to grant to the city of Charles- 
ton, S. C., the use of certain real estate in said city on which is situ- 
ated the buil: known as ‘ The Exchange.’” (Report No. 2441.) zz 

The bill (H. R. 3540) to provide for the erection of a enn 

in the city of St. Cloud, Minn. (Report No. 2442 
The (H. R. 5163) for the erection of a public building in 


.} 
The bill (S. 717) entitled ‘An act for the erection of a public 
building at Fer Falls, Minn.” (Report No. 2444.) 
a bill (H. thapont tases for the erection of a publics building at 
0. 2445 


Paris, K ») 
The bill ais R. aoe for the erection of a public brilding at 


Mo. (Report No. 2446.) 
The bill OR Rees x for the ae of a public building at 
Mosemduee, Mick. rt No. 2447.) 

The bill (H. R. S165) Soe for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a ee uilding thereon at Woodland, in the 
State of California. (Report No. 2448.) 

The bili (H. R. 2002) for the erection of a public building at 
of | Wausan. Wis. rt No. 2449.) 

The bill (H. ) to provide for the erection of a public 

at Grand Haven, in the State of Michigan. Reported in 
lieu of House bill No. 8136. (Report No. 2450.) 

The bill (H. R. 2627) to provide for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a ort building — at Fresno, in the State 
of California. port No, 2451. 

The bill (H. E 3620) for the a of a public building at 
Janesville, Wis. (Report No. 2452.) 

The bill (H. R. 1689) to provide for the erection of a public build- 

at Washington, Pa. (Report No. 2453.) 

r. GILLET of New York, from the Committee on Public 
Build and Grounds, to which was referred the bil! of the 
House (H. R. 6197) to rovide for the erection of a custom- house 
in the city of New York, reported the same with amendment, ac 
companied by a report (No. 2409); which said bill and report were 
—en to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 

nion, 
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H. R. 826 to provide for the erection of a pubtic build- 
Ba. (Report No, 24. o z 
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il 8834) for the erection of an addition 
2 20. B20 merge ti Ohio. (Report 

= ', 4700) forthe purchase ofa site and the erection 
of a publi uilding thereon in city of New Brunswick, N. J 


ee en for the erection of a public 
= at idan 2418.) 
aa nt Suceaa Dat che city of Eau Claire, 
of Eau 
the State of Wisconsin. Report No. 2419.) 
hl. 1) sneha heii fot fo tho erection 


Stockton Report No. 2420 
rhe bil GB 302) a urchase of widitional 
pap Arg use of oe and other Government offices 
of Brooklyn, 5 te of New York. ( No. 2421.) 
The b (H. B. the erection of a public building at 
Malden, Mass. (R No. 2422.) 
The bill (H. R. Jerr eR cnort Mo. 9a8 able bulldog Sai 5 
of Hi the contra 
i oe Ml) foe We coat Coavhaioa 3 a public building 
Clinton, Iowa. 
The bill (H. R. oa id forthe Erie ak Gate Gan, 
Ttah. "(Report No, and Ogden City, 


es 


i 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. ' 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were \ 
repo from committees, delivered to the Cierk, and 
ref to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 
Theo Mr. LAYTON, from the Committee on ‘Invalid Pensions: 
aa R. 7242) granting pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Dennon, 
widow of the late John Dennon. (Report No. 2395.) 
By Mr. SULLOWAY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill Report Ne. go . R. ow granting @ pension to Vercna Harriman. 


ni 


g. 


Se. ANDRE EWS, from the Committee on Invalid Fensions: 


Utah. Report The. bill (H. R. 3977) granting a pension to Frank J. Hood, of 
vn att or the ~~ 39 of a a building at | Georgetown, Colo., and late of Company D, Thirty-seventh New 
Waterbury, Goa." Jersey Volunteer Infantry, and Company A, Two hundred and 






a MO Cheooes (H. R. 1905 cco ey a@ public building at Win- 
The bill (HR. 238 BoM) ore ublic building in the 
ci ot Womeockes, fi: L (Report N 0. 2498.) 

til i. 688) io provide for the erection of « publi 
building at sebanon, Pa. No. 2429.) 
The bill (H. R. 2704) for the erection of a public building at 


a Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. (Report No. 


By Mr. CROW THER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill 8 ss 9617) granting a pension to John N. Smith. (Re- 
port No. 2398. 

By Mr. BA of Kansas, from the Committee on Inval 
Pensions: The bill (H. R. 8331) granting an increase of pension to 















Green Wis. (Report 2430. Adam Crawshaw. (Report No. 2399.) 
The tay R. see; to a Be a purchase of a site and By Mr. COFFIN, from the Committee on Pensions: The bill 

the erection of a public thereon at Alameda, in the State foe 1501) entitled “An act granting an increase of pension to Mre 
California. Re oe he) Alexender Payne, widow of Capt. J. Scott Payne, Fifth 
The bill (H. R. 5919) to provide “or the acquisition of additional United States Cavalry.” (Report No. 2454.) 

land and A eee an one to the custom-house, post- By Mr. MOZLEY, from the Committee on Pensions: The bill 

office, etc., buildi cererieheiaes (Report No. 2432. ) (S. 396) entitled “An act granting a pension to Henry Farmer.’ 
Tho bill’ (HL It. 884) to provi Sealants blic build- | (Report No. 2455.) 

Te a ss cased in the State of V: — aaa 

ss) CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


_Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Pensions was 


at Freeport, i 2434.) from the consideration of the bill (H. R. 9451) to in 
bill (H. R. 783) to vide for the purchase of a site and | crease the pension of Alice De K. Shattuck; and the same was 
the erection of a pu thereon at Deadwood, in the | referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clanse 3 of Rale XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 










aon, v2att forthe erection of « public bilding at 
0 





The H for the construction of a public bullding at By Mr. GOODW YN: A bill (H. H. 9862) to amend the a of 
Owosso, ro rt No. 2438.) 1862, ne to the tax on fermented liquors (secti 

The bill (S. 260 “An act to provide for the construction zuly ternal-revenue laws of August 28, 1804)—to the Co: mest: 
of a public sn at Butte City, Mont.” (Report No, 2439.) oe sul tes ced Ieeane. 
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By Mr. VAN HORN: A bill (EL R. 9864) to enact a general 
railroad bridge law—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. 

By Mr. McCORMICE: A bill (H. R. 9865) extending the time 
for the completion of the bridge across the River, between 
the city of New York aad Long Island, now in course of construc: 
tion, a8 authorized by the act of Congress approved March 38, 
iS87—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. DALZELL: A bill (3. R. 9866) to anthorize the con- 
struction of bridges across the Ohio, Monongahela, Mississippi, 
Great Kanawha, Tennessee, Camberland, and Dlinois rivers, and 
to prescribe the dimensions of the same—to the Committee on 
Laterstate and Foreign Commerce. 

sy Mr. BANKHEAD: A bill (H. R. 9895) to authorize the 
Attorney-General to appoint assistant district attorneys to aid 
the Solicitor of the Treasury in collecting judgments in favor of 
the United States upon which execution has been returned by the 
various United States marshals, ‘‘No property found”—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
5 y Mr. MINOR of Wisconsin: A bill (H. R. 9896) to correct a 
rical error found to exist in an act entitled “An act making 
appropriations fer the construction, repair, and preservation of 
certain public works on rivers and ‘harbo bors, and for other pur- 
once, ’ passed June 8, 1896—to the Committee on Rivers and 
arbers, 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following 
titles were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BANKHEAD: A bill (1. R. 9867) for the relief of W. 
H.. Bickerstaff, of Walker County, Ala.—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. BROWN: A bill (H. R. 9868) for relief of James A. 
Lance, of Warren County, Tenn.—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, 

By Mr. BRUMM: A bill (H. R. 9869) granting a pension to 
Mrs. Mary MeVeigh—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CATCHINGS: A bill (H. R. 9870) for the relief of the 
estate of Samuel Stowers, deceased, late of Warren County, Miss.— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H. B. 9871) to correct the 
military record of Washington Kellogg-—to the Commitice on 
Military Affairs. 

By Mr. CURTIS of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9872) for the relief of 
Peter, alias Louis, Heck—-to the Committee on itary Affairs. 

By Mr. GILLET of New York: A bill (H. R. 9873) granting a 
pension to Rachel Aber, dependent mother of William Aber, jr., 
Company K, Ninetieth’ Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers—tc 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HARTMAN: A bill (H. RB. 9874) an honorable 
discharge to William Miller—to the Committeeon iter Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9875) ——-* pension to Mrs. Winifred 
Rignig—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Evy Mr. HOLING: A bill (8. R. ead granting a pension to Paul 
Summers—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (Ht. R. 9877) for the relief of ee oe on erage of 
ar ea 

By a on to Sar 
C. Ward—to the Committee on Invalic. Pensions. 

By Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky: A bill (H. R ae for the 
benefit of Ji — Ronan—to the Committee on Invalid P ‘ensions. 

By Mr. MORSE: A bill (H. R. 9880) granting an increase of | 
pension to Charles W. Brown—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 


By Mr. OTEY: A bill (H. R. 9881) to increase the pension of & 


Harriet J. Hutter—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. SOUTHARD: A bill (HH. R. 9882) to increase pension of | 
Charles $. Ely—to the Committee on Invalid Penzions. 

iy Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 9883) for the relief of the | 
estate of Levi Elmore, dec , late of Claiborne County, Miss.— 
to the Comntiteee on War Claims 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9884) for the relief of Mrs. Catherine P. 
Byrnes, of Clai County, Miss.—to the Committee on War | 
Claims. 


By Mr, VAN HORN: A bill (H. R. 9885) granting a pension to | 


Clarence St. Clair—to the Committee on Pensions. 


By Mr. WHEELER: A bill (H. R. 9886) for the relief of George | St 
Cnperton, Jackson Ceunty, Ala.—to the Committee on War 


Claims. 


Also, a bill (H. RR. 9887) for the relief of the estate of Presley | 


W. Harden, of Lauderdate County, Ala. —to the Committee on | 
Ww ar Claims. 
iso, a bill (H. R. 9888) for the relief of Willis Darby, of Con- 
ecu County, Ala.—to jhe Committee on War Claims. 
Aiso, a bill (H. R. ie for the relief of Andrew J. Esslinger, 
of Medison County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims, 


| ers’ ’ apottaliata. pueouiaas 


fav 





- January 7, 


pill (HL. R. 9890) for the relief ‘Hannah, sole 

a Paar nee a a . 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9891) for the relief Jessic Vann, of Madi- 

son Cocnty, Ala.—to the Committee on Claims. Pe 









Also, a bill (H. R. 9892) for the relief 


a Rion cot Et of Hamilton 

on ee bill (HL BR. 9893) for relief of James K. Johnson, of 
a8 ‘or 

Huntsville, Ala.—-to the Committee on War Claims. 


on cs 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9894) for the relief of Anderson Hamer, of 
Madison County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims. ; 


PETITIONS, ETC, . 
Under clause 1 of Rule ‘XT, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred 
By Mr. BINGHAM: Brotet of news dealers and booksellers of 
Philadelphia, against the passage of House bill No. 
to second-class seall maatine—-t0 Gene oe 
and Post-Roads. 


By Mr. BROMWELL: a B. alter other it 3 
zens of ee oe “seaint the passago of of 
Harrison, Ohio, protestin lie al re 


4566, relatin ag gee { on 
the Post-Office and 
By Mr ST RICRRIRING. ten Resolutions of ‘iaeada ona ot 
N.Y, relative to American — aan 
and insult—to the Committee on 
. By Mr. CURTIS of Kansas: on Focegh Alf een 


ers’ Association, opposing the metric system—to the Committee on 
= , Wi and 


nl 





r. DA L: Resolutions of the Master Gir Builder’ 
Acceiaiuas the metric system—to the Committee on 
Cot Wi and Measures, 


By Mr. GROUT: Races se 


use nhaeaen 
of the metric un take Ge the United States at any time-—to the 


Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
By Mr. HARMER: Memorial of the the meusbere of the Socteties of 


the Colonial Dames of oe Dames of Ameria," as 


the name ‘‘ National 
potion for under Senate No. asi to the Comaniee ox 
i 4 
By Mr. HENDERSON: 
Church; Fifth i 
Union Methodist Epi 


iscopal Church; 
Lathan Cieadie Emmanuel 
— and deacons of 
. D., pastor of E Street 
C 


presiding elder Washington 


















bill, 
By 

man, Tex.. 0 ba—to ' 

| mines Affairs. as 

N. fa teceaan ed dete en enon aa 

mittee on Ways and Means. a , 
Also, Laat cterdhyert pt Se oe ee 

roduce merchants of New York 

 otatoes ahd auheliate thee ; and Means. 

| _By Mr. LACEY: to . oe Wi r the relief 

| ae $° TON, Preset cnppe Invalid P ons. 

eae caer aae ee 

: 

of the Twenty-fourth 

| resolutions of W. B. Hatch 











By H: Petition of the heirs of Coleman de- 
ceased, late of 


; ik, that hie War 
‘be referred to the ne an athe teotunan toa 


on War Ciaims. i 
By Mr. : Resclutions of Fairmont No. 333, 


rrwdagaend rere wa eg Rew 
matter, and Senate bill No. 1 


ing the transportation of obscene matter—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 8, 1897, 

The House met at 12 o'clock m., and was called to order by the 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. Henry N. Coupen. 

eee once nin 76 * grin mapemne ae read and ap- 
prov 

PRINTING OF TESTIMONY BEFORE CIVIL SYERVICE COMMITTEE, 
‘Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. , L[ask unanimous consent for the 

consideration of the resolution which I send to the Clerk's 

The resolution-was read, as follows: 
cn iniportand Ville pending: batoee it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent for 
consideration of the resolution just reported to the 


lara Is there objection? 
Mr. McMILLIN. I shoald like to ask the gentleman what 


ex oa 
Mr. 


F 


ee ee Itisa 
will cost very \ 


the milepost out west as one line, simply for the reason that the same 





of the resolution? 


itself into 

to consider House bill 8139. 
The SPEAKER. 

der the rule adopted b 

ee of the 

Rew York, Mr. Payne, will please take the chair. 

Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. Payne in the chair. 


ANGER: Petition of C. Ewart and 82 other 
areas teehee, fe. aie for Oy 


cor- | lawsand the same conditions are precisely applicable to both lines. es 
Now, the facts are that these various lines of subsidized railroads Phe 
amount to 2 4miles. This embraces neither the terminal facili- te 
ties at Denver, Ogden, Kansas City, nor San Francisco, ae 





The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 















































PACIFICO RAILROAD FUNDING BILL. 
Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 


Tt is not necessary to make the motion. Un- 

the House, the House resolves itself into 
ie House on the state of the Union for the 
ing the bill H. R. 8189, and the gentleman from 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 


The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering the 
bill H. R. 8189. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield thirty minutes to the 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. PATTERSON}. 
Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. Chairman, as a member of the Com- 
mittes on Pacific Railroads, and in view of tne very great impor- 
tance of this measure, I deem it to be a duty which For to the 
House to briefly recount the reasons which have influenced my 
in coming to the conclusion that I ought to support this 
As the time given is very limited, I hope that the ash will 
permit me to assign these reasons without interruption. 

There is a side to this question which may be termed the senti- 
mental side. It finds expression in the declaration that the pro- 
moteérs of these railroads were great public benefactors; that they 
vied converted a wilderness into a land of promise, and that 

Government has made vast sums of money by reasor of the 
construction of these railroads. 

I confess I do not subscribe to this idea. The truth about the 
matter is, while the construction of these railroads may have con- 
tributed to the more rapid ne of the countr7, it is fur- 
thermore true that the same spirit which developed the great 
Mississippi-V alley during the first fifty yearsof this century would 
have constructed the to the Pacific Ocean and would have 
developed our Western domain. 

And then, _— I ey concur with my friend from Texas 

: t 


he —— —- ies to these railroad schemes has 
an tendency, fostered paternalism, and given birth to 
ideas which are ms to our institutiors. I attach no im- 


to the sentimental view of this question. ase 
On the other hand, there is another view of it which might be ie 


called the side. It goes to the«ffect that the men who x 
ese railroads were in point of fact public robbers; a 
that they misappropriated a very large amount of public moneys, te 
and that they ought to be held accountable in the courts of justice ion 
for the wrongs have committed. I confess I have no sym- rae 


pathy with this view of the case. Eales 
Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman yield for a moment? Mr. oer 
Chairman, I ask that we have order in the House. It is difficult 


to hear. ee ‘ee Z 
The CHAIRMAN. All gentlemen will be seated and cease con- a 
on. Sar 
Mr. PATTERSON. I¢ is entirely useless to discuss wrongs be- Bipehs 
fore this House for which there is no remedy in the courts: and I eae 
am of the opinion, and the majority of the committee bes 
concur in ion, that there are no wrongs, however greedy bate 
the of these enterprises may have been, which can be ale 
corrected by the United States in any court of justice. The truth eeby 
about the matter is the Government of the United States lent its Bate 
bouds to these railroad companies and took a security from these Payee 
companies for their payment, and there is no trust relation be- pars 
tween the Government and the promoters of these enterprises. No ae 
And ci 


pe anh action has accrned on the part of the Government. -, 
I lay down these legal propositions in this way I am thor- te! 

im accord with the decision of the Supreme Court of the 2 

States in the case of the United ~~ against The Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, reported in 98 United States Reports. ; 

am in thorough eouord with the opinion given this commit- wd 
tee by the Attorney-General of the United States. We have no ee 
legal rights, so far as wrongs complained of are concerned, against a 
the promoters of this enterprise. For whatever wrongs were 
committed, if they were accountable at all they were account- 
able to the companies and the stockholders of the companies, and 


mya 


not to the United States. 
Now, for the purposes of what I am about to say, I shall treat we 
entire line extending from the Missouri River to San Jose, Sacete 
Cal., and from Kansas City to the three hundred and ninety-third nas 
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Again, the first-mortgage bonds on these 2,298 miles of railroad | | besten question. I submit, Mr. Chai 
smounted to $61,385,000. The Government bonds loaned to these oneof twoalternatives. It means thef DB 
railroad companies amounted to $61,895,680. Now, mark you, | upon these railroad companies and the Gover nt ow 
these subsidy bonds were not the bonds of the railroad companies. | this entire line or it means a settlement with the ex 
They were the bonds of the United States Government, loaned to | companies. I desire to say that, so faras I am 
them; and the cnly security which the Government of the United | face is set like flint a ‘ 
States took was a second mortgage on these 2,298 miles of railroad; | Government ownership of a 

and the Supreme Court of the United States, in the case referred | [Applause.} I would, so far as I am ena 
to, 80 holds—that this was the security, and the only security, | entire debt canceled than. to see the 
which the Government had for the payment of this loan. | operation of a railroad. I have a 
4 BOATNER. What case does the gentleman refer to? public life to take the Government out king busi 
. PATTERSON. It is the case of the Union Pacific Railroad | and I now enter my protest against the Government ving inte 
toms any against The United States, reported in 98 United States | the railroad business. oP ee 
Reports. I called the case a moment ago. If we go into a settlement with these co 

Now I desire to call attention to the fact that the incumbrance | into it intelligently and on terms which will 
cn these Hines amounted to $53,545 per mile, and it is no wonder | date ultimately this enormous debt due = 
that these two railroad companies in the rapid construction of their | the very first remark I wish to make in this o¢ 
tines lapped as described by my friend from Vermont [Mr. Pow- | time is an important and pt element of 
ERS}, li is no wonder, I say, that each of these companies should | There is not a railroad in the United States, so 
have been anxious to constract as many miles of railroad as pos- | tion extends, on which a does not | 
sible under these conditions, ant hore no doubt that -_ oe | system of building Tr in — States 
imoters of these enterprises, out of the opportunity given them by | ing mortgages properties for long ter 

he Government, sah very large sums of money. then paying Naa tho tanemet upon those mortgages nually 

The next fact to which I leatee: to call attention is this: By the | of the incomes of the roads. Neste er age ES 
acta of 1862 and 1864 the Congress provided that one-half the com- The fact is that these bonds have matured oF are to 
peusztion paid by tie Government to these railroad companies for | ture, and this whole indebtedness, amounting to 00, 
transportation should go into the Treasury of the United States | now practically due, The only way in which we can re of 
vor the purpose of raising a fund eufficient to meet the interest | that indebtedness is to do as is done in every nilar 
annually accruing upon the bonds of the Government, and 5 per | extend the time by placing bonds upon Pty Ta A as 

cent of the net earnings of the companies was to go intoa sinking | of interest as will enable the ond fo pay ultimately the 
fund for the purpose of redeeming the bonds at maturity. This | prescribed, to pay the interest and 



















provision, deemed at the time ample to protect the Government, | pal of the im ness. 
recame wholly insufficient by reason of the rapid decline in| In this per I submit that it cae ir 
freight rates, In passenger rates, and in the compensation for car- | in the securi of the Government not 


rying the mails, army stores, and all other supplies transported | railroad exten mere bo os Nt Missouri River to San. 
by these railroads on account of the Government. The interestat | other pro r about | 
6 per cont remained, but all these charges were greatly diminished, | tional miles of railroad, and the terminal faciliti 
and the high rate of interest and the constant diminution in the | Kansas City, Denver, and San Franci 
amounts paid by the Government to the companies brought about | having been con conj 

a condition of affairs which made this provision wholly inadequate | companies, are important in the the progress 
for the purposes originally in view. Thereupon an effort was | and it is very material that the 
made on the part of the Government, by a suit against the rail- | should extend so as to embrace the 
road companies, to enforce the collection of the interest which it panies and all their facilities for eae 
ad paid upon its bonds, but the Supreme Courtof the United | As to the additional security, in ee to. 


States held, in 1875, that the Government having made such pro-.| Railroad, the m exten 
vision as it had deemed sufficient to meet the Tekaceet upon the embraced in the line, and the - 
bonds it had leaned to the companies, no interest matured until | Francisco and all the a 
the maturity of the bonds themselves, and thatthereforethecom- | land. There is one important fact 
panies were not liable in taat suit. Thereupon, in 1878, Judge | desire to call ——- - that the 
Tburman introduced his act, which became a law. Instead of | additional mileage of . te 
requii ing but half the compensation due from the Government to | Pacific Company. ees ee my tm e 

the railroad companies to be paid into the Treasury, that act |The Central Pacific Company has" 

requied that the whole of it should be paid in, one-half to go to | maturity u these liens; Pee ate as, oon coker hy 
the interest account and the other half to go into the sinking fund | bill, the mortgage is to be i so that a 
for the purpose of retiring the bonds. It provided, furthermore, | bear a rate of interest not exceeding 5 ware cent 
that the 5 per cent o* net earnings which was to go into the sink- | that the at aie nina. 

ing fuad under the acts of 1862 and 1864 should still be paid, and | additional of 442 

then it provided that if the entire compensation and that 5 per | better for the 

cent should not equal 25 cent of the net earnings of the ve Pacific Railroad 


Company 
then the companies should pay a sum not exceeding $850,000 in | Pacific Company and 
atidition, so as to make the amount which would go into the . cbtzation apsumed it ander the 





gent 





‘Treasury annually equal to at least 25 percent of thenetearnings In respect to the Pacific 
of the railroads. | from Iowa [Mr. ® (Mt. Haxaso3] 
let ws see how this account stands with the Government of the | put the question 
(United States. The Government mortgages, as I have stated, | yesterday I have a little an 


amount to $61,295,680. The interest which had accumulated up | referred to. The Union 1 Pacific 
tu the ist day of January, 1897, amounted to the enormous sum | the mortgage = line of road beginning 393 
of $116,537, 125, making the entire debt due to the Government of | City, which extends to Denver and from Deny: 
the United States from these companies $168,152,805. But in the | the main line at Cheyenne, a distance of oer 
meantime, under the acts of 1882 and 1864, and also under the | to put that roperty into this ut, the ra 
‘Thurman Act, a fund was accumulating in the Treasury to the | mile. In words, while this part of the 
eredit of these railroad companies and it amounted to $36,755,394; | portant as the 393 miles east and is to i 
which, taken from the ss sum, leaves a net balance on the ist part of the main line and is just as val 
day of January, 1897, of $111,896,411 due to the Government of | rangement at the rate of $17,500 a 
thé Upited States. Now, when you add to this the $61,885,000, the | the main line amounts to more than 
amocwat of the first-mortgage bonds which rest upon this property, Again, there are 194 miles - 
you have an of $172,702,411 of incumbrance on these | | eran eee a + oor 
4208 miles of . ‘That amounts to $75,352 a mile, without | are the at Omaha, the 
embracing the torminal facilities at any of the points along the | Kansas City, ver, and worth 
entire roarte. in my judgment, are not worth 

Mr. BOA'TNER, Will the gentleman yield for a question? sum. On that p 

Mr, PATTERSON. I would rather not. I requested at the | (Mr. Bez]. Then 
beginning that I should not be interrupted, and I prefer not to be. 

e BOATNER. Very well. | the proposed erL 

Mr, PATTERSON, ow, thequestionis, Mr. Chairman, What Let us see how it . ntere 
is the Government going te ‘do with this enormous indebtedness | and aided line belonging to the Union P 
which is due to it of $111,000,000? We ought to look at it as a | $3,823,800 annually. Under this bill thex 
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support this bill. I desire to say in conclusion that the committee 
fey he most careful and painstaking investigation to the subject. 

have listened to arguments both for and against the propo- 
sition. The committee have gone to all of the sources of informa- 
tion that were available, and I shall vote for this measure believing 
that if it be enacted into a law these companies will accept and 
comply with the terms of settlement. 

1 vote for it because under all the circumstances I believe 
it to be the best settlement we can make for the Government. We 
are not responsible for the conditions which confront this Con- 
gress. They have come down to usfrom the last generation. We 
can only deal with them as they are, and do that which we believe 
to be best for the country. 

I yield the balance of my time, if I have any remaining, to the 

from Vermont [Mr. Powers}. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has three minutes remain- 


fr. POWERS. Is that the gentleman from Missouri 













- for in this settlement are to bear a rate of interest not exceeding 4 
per cent. ee oree = is placed upon all these 


Ag 
i 
E 
os 
i 
li 
8 
4 


gtit 
: : ‘ 
ti 
iy 
My 


Mr. HUB ae yield an hour and thirty minutes to the 
ae from Alabama [Mr. Harrison], with the privilege of 
buting that time as he pleases. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
Pe ided porticus of tetiaen eat ata inane oo The committee informally rose; and Mr. Grow having taken 
the chair as er pro tempore, sundry messages in writing from 
: the President of the United States were communicated to the 
House of Representatives by Mr. Prupen, one of his secretaries, 
who also announced that the President had approved and signed 
the bill (H. R. 9700) authorizing the issuing and loening of the 
ensigns, flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States for the 
purpose of decorating the streets of Washington on the occasion 
of inaugural ceremonies on the 4th of March, 1897. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD BILL. 


The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Will the gentleman come over this way, <o 
that he can be heard? 

Mr. HARRISON. I should like very much to accommodate the 

tleman, but I have some papers before me which I desire to use 
abe argument. If Iam not heard, however, I will change my 
tion. 

Mr. Chairman, I with the distinguished chairman of the 
Committee on Pacific Railroads [Mr. Powers} in believing that 
this is a t business proposition. I further agree with him 
that the time for action has come. But, Mr. Chairman, | do not 
and can not agree with him and the majority of the committee in 

that the bill now pending is the remedy or is such action 
as Congress should adopt as a settlement of this important busi- 
ness transaction, a transaction involving, as we have been told, 
$110,006,000 or $112,000,000. 

I propose, Mr. C n, first briefly to submit my reasons why 
I e hye ts ay of the majority should not be adopted. I 

, for a number of my colleagues and associates 
desire to be ant and I have consented to divide my time with 
three or four other gentlemen. 

First, I say that proposition embraced in the report of the 
ty is too liberal to the railroad companies. I agree with 
-my friend and colleague yh xgmesener from Texas (Mr. BEL], 
who so eloquently showed this committee on yesterday that the 
owners of railroads have not so acted in the past as to entitle 
them to any further privileges or favors at the hands of the Ameri- 
can Government. YetI have no harsh words for them. Mr. 
Chairman, I a to treat with them as I will further show; 
but I propose to t with them simply on the basis of a business 
proposition, and to treat with them because I believe they are in 
a condition to make a better trade with the Government, that is, 


: 


tected. to pay the Government more on their indebtedness than any other 
Mr. . What lien does the Government retain for on or persons will or can do. 
ES which have accrued in the meantime? I have endeavored as a member of this committee to gain all the 
Mr. PATTERSON. As iong as the ae ae semi- | information that I could upon this subject. During the last ses- 
annual interest into the Treasury of the United and the | sion of this Congress I devoted all the time I could spare from 
sum she to be annually on the - | other onal duties tothe hearings before the committee and 
ment pay them for the transportation of its , supplies, | toreading 2!l of the Government and other reports on the subject. 


I have reached the conclusion, as the result of my investigations, 
that this proposition is not only the proposition of the debtor rail- 
road companies, but the proposition of the weaker of the two, and 
even & worse proposition than that which the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company had indicated, by the testimony cf its attorney, 
Mr. Pierce, that it was willing and able to make when he first came 
before the committee. It is true that he afterwards withdrew it, 


ee imposed in the way of interest on the debt, and and agreed that perhaps the Union Pacific could not do better than 
“on ne mpamndb cre denwrermnd xc agneabrestnk a is in this bill. 

vally pay 2 cent in on this enormous indebt- t, Mr. Chairman, it is an indisputable fact that in these two 
: it was clear could not go beyond Sa Soe railroad companies there is a great difference in ability, so great 
Now, I have stated to the House the reasons which have that reasonable man must admit that the Union Pacific is in 


better condition to pay, or in a condition to pay more on their 
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imdebtedneas, than is the Central Pacific: If so, pray tell me why 
we ehould accard to it the same terme that we do to the Central 
Pacific, unless we are under seme obligations to grant to this com- 
pany sone special privilege—some privilege not accorded even to 
its associate, the Central Pacific. 


of the conzmittee. 
Then, sir, upon what sort of testimony is the 


ex parte testimony, and that not under oath, but merely upon the 
statements of gentlemen who had come before the committee of 


their own accord, Your committee had no power, or at least | 


exercised none, In sending for persons and papers. No witness 
was sworn. Noone came before the committee except those who 
volantarily appeared. The majority report is based upon a state- 
ment of the earnings and capacities of these companies, based 
npon the opinions of parties who are in the main friendly to this 
scheme, Is that the sort of evidence that the House of Repre- 
sentatives, treating this as a grave business proposition, are willing 
to act apon in disposing of a debt of $110,000,000 or $112.000,000? 
For one I can never consent, either as a member of the committee 
or as a member of this House, te make a settlement of a question 


of the magnitude of the one now before us upon such testimony. | bedone. Someof 
Again, the distinguished chairman of the committee, the gen- | them will soon mature. 


reason alone, Mr. Chair- | co 
inan, would influence me not to adopt the report of the majority | of the Union 
| two 
based? | ac 
Kixaraine the report of the hearings before the committee during | 1 
the past session and you will find that the testimony was in effect | least we have not 
tives to make a 
information. 


spending six months of nm 

Railroads, to submit such 

s y colleague, the gentleman 
rst in 


and was attem 
I agree in ak 


tleman from Vermont [Mr.:Powrrs], on yesterday, in reply to | 


the question whether or not the railroad companies could carry | without i 

inte effect the pending bill, answered that they could. I have no | this House, it is 
doubt that they can. Ihave some doubt, however, whether or not | the Fifty-third and 
they will, some time in the far future, be willing to do so, That | sort. Are we to neglect our duty by doing 
they not only <an do it, but are anxious to accept it is one reason | time of action has arrived we 


why I am opposed to the bill. It is in effect their Rr 

[t is, as I understand it, the proposition of the 
Railroad Company, the weaker, financially, of the two. I believe 
this company can carry it ont, and feel assured that the Union 
Pacific Company can do so much more easily. 

The distinguished 
that iis estimate was based on hardtimes. It looks tomeasthough 
is was not onky based on hard times, but, if 
ao eloquently said by the gentieman from Texas [Mr. _—— 
yesterday, that it was based on some very hard practices. ‘ 
en. showed you hew they at least had the opportunity to reduce 
their net incomes so as to prevent the paying into the Government 
Treasury what might have been expected under the Thurman 
Act, 

i ask the Committee of the Whole House, Are you willing to 
make a settlement based w the figures of the distinguished 


ition. 


gentienian from Vermont, , a8 he says, upon hard prices, 
and as the gentleman from Texas has shown you, w prac- 
tices? I call the attention of the committee to the fact that when 


the attention of the gentleman from Vermont was called to this, 
he used this lans , ‘‘ that everyone must determine for him- 
soif as to whether that would be a proper basis.” Now, I ask the 
members of this committee, How many of you can determine for 
vourselves, by the facts and presented by the committee, 
what is the income of these railroad companies? U what basis 
can you make this settlement? Are you satisfied ur minds 
what are the varni of these railroad companies? The distin- 
gairhed chairmau of the commitiee frankly tells you that you 
rast deterpzine this for yourselves. 

Wow, I imsist and will further on attenapt to show to you thai 
we have no information before us upon which wecan intelhigently 
settle this =, I submit that the adoption of the of 
the commi would be a 1 business to the Government, 
even if it were carried ont in faith by the railroad companies 
and the 2 per cent interest, as well as the e=tire pri » paid as 
eer ior in the biil. As has been weil said, if we extend this 

avor, ought we not to receive somethin; for it? Are we under 
any special obligations fo these companies or either of them? 
Certainly not. have not time to go in‘ it, but I believe this 
House will concur with me in answering ‘aat we are not. Is this 
axtension of so large a debt worth anyiiing? If so, ought not 
these: companies to give us some additiona! security for the favor? 


Iscy they should, and that they areable te do so. They have pro- 
pesed to do better in the past. Should thsy not be required ta do 
so now? 1 insist thet they should be. 


Under the proposed bill the Government will be no better pro- 
tected than under the existing law. Whiie an increase in the sec- 


cud mor are given over the subsidiary lines and the terminal 
facilities are included in the bill, the increase in the first- 
wortgage debt, which this ta, will more than the secu- 


rity proposea to be and then, in my humble judgment, we 
wid nave no better security than we have at present. I oss see 
fully submit, too, in this connection that ing to the evi- 
dence, according to the evidence that we have before this 
comupittee, this debt is worth somewhere at least 
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of their failure to settle said indebtedness or any part thereof at the time of 
such report, to recommend such legislation as in their Judgment may 
be necessary or proper to t the interests of the Government and to 
the prompt of any of said indebtedness that may then be 





steer ess erase 






The substitute, as I have said, proposes to give this commission 
full to make, with the approval of the President, any settie- 
which they may deem right. Representing the Govern- 

with these 
y 





companies face to face, they 
ted, have betver facilities for reack- 
ttlement than we have. It seems to me the only question 
is, whether Congress is willing to intrust the settlement of avch 
ion to a commission such as the substitute provides for, 
action, subject to the approval of the President. is te be 


Mr. HERMANN. Is there any limitation whatever prescribed 
in this substitute as to the settlen.ent which this commission shall! 
be empowered to make? In other words, will it be within the 

of the commission to remit entirely the indebtedness of 
companies to the Government? 

Mr. IN. The substitute proposes to give them full 


power 

Mr. HERMANN. Absolute power? 

Mr. HARRISON. Yes; utepower. Whatever settlement 
they may reach, subject to the approval of the President, is to be 


Mr. DOCKERY. Will the gentleman state what is the esti- 
mated value of these railroads—the entire line exclusive of ter- 
facilities? ‘ 

Mr. HARRISON. I do not remember the exact figures, but 
my friend will find them set out in the report of the majority of 
the committee. 

A Member. Sixty or seventy million dollars. 

Mr. HARRISON. I believe, Mr. Chairman, the thirty minutes 
to which I limited myself have expired. 

TheCHAIRMAN, The gentleman has two minutes remaining. 

Mr. HARRISON. Then, in conclusion, let me ask you to con- 
sider this proposition fairly and carefully. I desire to urge upon 
the members of the House the necessity of scme action. [| ask 
you —- if you haveany reasonable belief that we shaii pass 
this 
you 


mding bill or any other fundirg bill? I ask you whether 
se let this Congress expire without taking action on this ques- 
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as y can. 
ultimate loss, the question of time in the payment 






Mr. ae how much time have I consumed? 
The AN. The gentleman has occupied twenty-two 


Mr. HARRISON. I will ask the Chair to stop me at the end of 
minutes, as I have promised to divide my time with other 






a 
will be discharging your duty to the great American people if 
@ question involving .$110,000,000 or $112,000,000? Ought 
not something to be done? If we will not pass this substitute, 
then let us pass the Attorney-General’s bill or some other meas- 
ure. Whatever may be our differences, we should enact some leg- 
islation on this subject. Let us perfect: some bill and protect the 
interests of the Government. 


I t that the time allowed for the consideration and discus- 
sion of this matter isso short. I trustthat members of the House 















but, after consulting with other members and zeflecting upon will give it proper consideration and will recognize the fact, so 
bject, it is my opinion that we had better appoint off- | ably urged i the chairman of the committee, that the time for 
cials of to constitute this commission. M — on has arrived. For one, while wedded tc no theory, I sub- 
therefore, names three heads of Departments as the members mit that so far as the House of Representatives is concerned, we 
the proposed commission. Are not the now occupying | should place ourselves upon record as having legislated in some 
those positions, and those whe will y succeed them, in every ee ener 
ee Sees ee eee Se ee . Thirtyminutes of the gentleman’s time have 
to be binding until it is approved by President of the | now expi 
nited States. Mr. IN. I will now yield ten minutes to the geuntle- 
My substitute relegates this matter i Se saene man from Massachusetts [Mr. McCa.1}. 
of three Cabinet officers, and makes their action su totheap-| A Member. Mr. McOa.t is not now in the House. 
abies the President. ~—e a as weil toactas| Mr. HARRISON. Then I yield twenty minutes to the gentle- 
body or the Senate? I su to you, as men, if you | man from Louisiana . BoaTner}. 
were dealing simply in an i matter and a Mr. BOATNER. . Chairman, it is a matter of profound 
settlement with an insolvent debtor, could you not arrive at a | regret to me that the consideration and discussion of probably the 
better and reach a noresatisfactory settlement by talk- | most important business matter with which this House wil! be 
ing to face to face? Under the provisions of this sabstitute | called upon to deal should be participated in by sc smal! a portion 
the officers to act as this commission can send for wit- | of the membership of the body, and were [ not impelled by a 





sense of duty to do so, I should not trouble the House with any 
remarks. 


Sir, the gentiomen who have spoken in behalf of the bill have 
not only confined their remarks to a single aspect of the question, 
but have resented all efforts tocall attention to manifest objections 
to it by curtly declining to yield to any interruptions. Such a 
course can have uo effect, because the om ‘of debate in the 
Committee of the Whole renders it easy to bring out all objec- 

ons, and I do not doubt but that the opponents of the measure 

avail themselves of the opportunity. 

This House, Mr. Chairman, is asked to accept the settlement pro- 
ee a. the railroad companies, because this bil! is substantially 

of settlement, on the ground that the Government is 
powerless, and that we ought to take the best the companies will 


give us. 

Itis argued, sir, that our lien and mortgage affects only broken 
and disjointed portions of the lines, that the terminals and very 
valuable parts of the systems are free of the Government lien, 













5S6 


and that with respect to the unsubsidized ee of the property 
the Government has no rights and can enforce no remedies. 

We are told that if we reject the proposition submitted to us, 
the first mortgage will be immediately foreclosed, and we will be 
compelled either to advance money enough to pay all the com- 
panies’ debts which have priority over those due the United States, 
vhich amount to many millions of dollars, or see the roads sell 
for the first mortgages, resulting in a total loss of the debt due 
the United States, amounting to over $100,000,000. 

We are told, sir. that it is sumply a question of business, whether 
ve wil accept what we can get for a second mortgage on prop- 
erty the prior lien on which is about equal to its value; in fine, 
wo have neard all the disadvantages of our position so movingly 
depicted that one mnacquainted with the subject would suppose 
that we would do well to get rid of the claim upoa any terms at 
ail that released us from liability to the railroads for damages for 
breach of contract. 

Mr. Chairman, I agree most heartily with the gentleman from 
Vermont {Mr. Powsrrs} that the question at issue is one of busi- 
ness and of vital importance; but there is also involved. a question 
of morals not second in importance to the money which it is 
claimed we are about to lose, which the gentlemen who have 
framed the vill and who support it appear to have entirely over- 
locked, 

if, however, sir, we look at it from a purely business standpoint— 
if we ignere the moral question to which I will refer later—we 
ougbt at least to give the Government the benefit of all the means 
of recovery whigh are available. The majority of the Committee 
on Pacific Railroads have proceeded on the assumption, first, that 
the Government's lien and mortgage rest upon portions of the 
lines oniy, the Omaha bridge and valuable terminals a ex- 
cluded; that these fragments upon which the lien rests are of little 
value comparatively, and can be paralleled at less cost than the 
mortgages which take priority over the Government; and, second, 
that the Government has no recourse against the officers and 
directors of these companies to make them account for the money 
and property unlawfully converted to their own use and against 
ihe stockholders for the payment of their subscriptions to the 
capital stock unlawfully issued to them without money and with- 
ont price. 

We, the representatives of the United States and guardians of 
the jwople’s interests, are complacently asked to ignore a plain and 
unambiguous statute, which declares that the United States has 
a lien and mortgage upon the entire line and on the property of 
every kind, nature, and description of these roads to secure the 
rayment of all sums due by them to the United States, because 
the Supreme Court decided before the of the law that 
our lien upon the income of these roads extended to only part of 
the lines, aud are also asked to ignore the existence of a perfectly 
lawful and valid claim of these companies against their officers, 
directors, and some of their stockholders for an amount suffi- 
cient, or nearly so, to the debt due the United States, and 
which can be made grutabie by the United States. 

in the case of The United States vs. Kansas Pacific Railroad 
Company, reported in 99 United States, page 445, et seq., it was 
hed that the mortgage and lien retained, or rather attempted to 
be retained, by the acts of 1862 and 1864, incorporating the ific 
Railroad companies, did not extend to certain portions of the 
roads, which in the view of the court were unsubsidized. 

Under the provisions of those acts the companies availing them- 
selves thereof were entitled to receive bonds of the United States, 
in suvas of $1,000 each, at the rate of sixtecn—and in some cases 
thirty-two—thougsand dollars per mile, bearing 6 cent per an- 
nim interest, and payable thirty years after date, the bonds to be 
issued to the companies on the completion and acceptance by the 
officers of the Government of the road in sections of 20 miles; and 
to secure the payment of principal and interest it was declared in 
the act that “ the issue of said bonds and delivery to the company 
she! ipso facto corstitute a first mortgage on the whole line of the 
railroad and telegraph, with the rolling stock, fixtures, and prop- 
erty of every kind and description, and in consideration of which 
said bonds inay be issued.” Tt is perfectly apparent te my mind 
that the obligation of the companies to pay the bonds at maturity 
in principal and interest and the mortgage of its whole line and 
all rts property of every kind and description was the considera- 
tion of the issue of the bonds referred to in the law, and that the 
construction given this section by the Supreme Court would con- 
fine the mortgage of the United States to the particular milesof the 
rords against which bonds were issued. Tie construction placed 
npou it by the court seems to be at war wit the plain and unam- 
biguons language of the law, which reserved, or attempted to 
reserve, a mortgage on the whole line, but, ‘‘as the law awards it 
and the court doth give it,” we must needs accept the decision of 
the court as final, and as the authoritative construction of this 
statute. 

But, My, Chairman, Congress, in anticipation that such a deci- 
sion might be rendered, the case cited being then pending and 
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tained in the Constitution. It im igatic 
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not find, Mr, Chairman, that the question of liens was at ail 
involved. Inthat case the offie 


ials withheld the compen- 
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ery of the sums from the money standpoint, but hecause it is con- 
trary to good morals and public policy that we should appear to 
our indorsement to such malversation of corporate funds 
and abuse of the confidence reposed by the Government and people 
United States. 
By an act approved March 3. 1873 (17 Statutes at Large, page 
609), the Attorney-General was directed “to institute a suit in 
in the name of the United States against the Union Paci‘ic 
Raiiroad neem. and against all persons who may in their own 
names or throug any agents have subscribed for or received 
stock in said railroad, but which stock had not been puid for 
in money, or who may have received as dividends or other- 
wise portions of the capital stock of said road, or the proceeds or 
yalues thereof, or other property of said road, unlawfully and 
contrary to equity, or who may have received as profits or pro- 
ceeds for construction or equipment of said road, or other con- 
tracts therewith, moneys or other property which ought in 
equity to belong to said railroad corporations, or who may, under 
pretense of having complied with the acts to whick this is an 
addition, have wrongfully and uniawfully received from the 
United States bonds, veeeey®: or lands which ought in equity to 
-be accounted for and paid to said railroad company or to the 
United States, and to compel payment for said stock a:d the col- 
lection and payment of said moneys and tke restoration of said 
Rory or its value either to the said railroad corporation or to 
United States, whichever shall in equity be held entitled 
The revelations and disclosures made by the Wilson committee 
of that year were the direct cause of the enactment of this statute, 
which was as an amendment on one of the appropriation 
bills, and, my opinion, Mr. Chairman, is the reason why no 
Congress since that time has ever been wiliing to pass a funding 
bill. Nor do I believe, sir, that any Congress will be found cen- 
sen to a funding bill until the ems contained in the report 
of the Wilson committee and in the report of the commissioners 
a ited by the President in 1887 are disproved, or the liability 
of the colossal embezzlers of public money is determined by law. 
The Attorney-General instituted the suit in accordance with 
the directions of Congress, and reiterated substantially the churges 
made in the Wilson report. He charged substantially that the 
stuck of the company had been fraudulently issued without pay- 
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ding ; ment either in money or property; that the officers of the Union 


Pacific had made contracts with Hoxie, Ames, und Davis, each 
one of these parties being a mere trustee for the officers and 
directors, all of whom were interested in the contract; that they 
virtually paid to themselves excessive prices for constraction and 
all onreiois rendered to the company. In other words. that they 
tituted their offices as officers and directors of the company to 
under it and to unlawfully appropriate to thomselves every- 
of value which the company possessed. The suit was 
against the company, the officers who had betrayed their trusts, 
and the stockholders who had failed to pay for theirstock. None 
denied the charges, but all united in demurring to the bill. The 
Supreme Coart sustained the demurrers as to the Government, 
because it held that the Government had no interest to be sub- 
gerved by the suit, nor could any decree be rendered in which the 
Government would have such an interest as to entitle it to stand 
in judgment. The court found that the railroad companies were 
com with their contracts tothe Government. There was 
no on in the bill to the contrary. Under the terms of the 
contract—to wit, the acts of 1862 and 1864—the companies were 
only bound to pay 5 cent of their net earnings to go intoa 
si fund, and to leave in the hands of the Treasury one-half 
the compensation which should be found due to them for trans- 
ion of mails, troops, etc. The court was of opinion that 
having made these provisions for the protection of its 

rights, had no interest in the management of the cempanry until 
by a default of the company action for the protection of the Gov- 
ernment’s interest should become necessary; that the Govern- 


in | ment had retained no visitorial power over the companies; that it 





was not in any manner bound, nor did it have the right, to pro- 
tect the rights and interests of stockholders of the corporations, 
these e Bae to protect themselves. The bill was there- 
fore K dismissing the bill, the court says: 

The substance of the charge is that the board of directors of ‘he railroid 
company made contracts for beilding the road, and for runni:g the Pull 
on tt, and for mining its coal lands and purchasing the coal so 

, which were a frand upon the company: that these contracts allowed 
tent prices for work done and material furnished; that otherwise 
ea very advantageous to the other contracting parties aad injurious 
to company; that in all of them the directors, or a controlling majority 
of them, were interested adversely to the company; that,in fact, they wer 
in the name of the company, — contracts with themselves as the other 
or. In short, it may be taken for granted that if those allegations are 
, a8 they must be held to be on demurrer, frauds more unmitigated than 
those set forth in this bill were never perpetrated or « helpless corporation 


its E 
ye ty yk on asa court of equity would relieve against ina 
Case may be seen in the opinion of the circuit court for the Nebraska 
ina at Bowing out of the Wyoming Coal Company's coutract. 
vs. The Pacific Railread Company, 4 Dill., 350.) 
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The first - niry arising on these facts is, What relief cam be given, and act, and the application of 
who is entitled to it? ‘ and ; 
The obvions reply to the first branch of the question is, that the parties | 7¢480n and justice, as well as law, to 
who made this contract and recet the pecuniary benefit of it can at law | we operate as a ae of the t 
be mace responsible in damages or held in equity to compensation for the during iod that the preme Court had ; 
loas suffered. There would be no difficulty in in a pager suit | officers of Government by declaring - +3 
that such contracts (i e., the contracts made by the rs of the Union | d arisan. 
Pacific with the Orédit Mobilier, which was another name for themselves, | had not ¥ con 
and the ——— ome emt - Pacific ware Contract and Finance Com | Congress when it 
“ny. another name for themselves) were void,and then anaccount- | j s‘redit Mobilier scandal has arisen 
ing on the basis of a fair compensation for what had been done in the way of _ hee 
cons:ruction, building, opening mines, furnish etc., and what ) pany 1ootec 
been received for such work and materials. The ity is, to whom shall | its obligations to the 
this eras at paid ae ree. and one ne ores _ von 1s | mismanagement, f 
he railroad com . marer hands, broug’ such a sult, the | . = 
bil might bo sustained | ance to the acts intended to | 
Ent the company is not the complainant here. It seeks no relief for these the company a to the United they av 
Wrongs, ote, c its stock to a y nominal —— they have morts 
No reasonably well-informed lawyer will deny that an action | available piece of ee. possesses; t 
lay ia behalf of the Union Pacific Railway Cn in fact, in | priated to themselves all resources and m 
behalf of all of them, against any stockholder who had obtained | which could be abstrac and present it 
stock without compensation to the company. The law positively | of its obligations to the it, & 


forbade the issuance of stock except for money, and no one who 
obtained it in violation of the law could evade the demand of the 
cocapany for payment for it if made by its proper officers. 
Likewise, Mr. Chairman, I apprehend that no lawyer will dis- 
prte the propesition that the contracts made by the officers of 
thoes companies with themselves uader another name were void, 
ani that whatever construction and work was done by them 
nominally as contractors would be held to have been done by 
them in their capacity as officers of the company, and while they 
world beentitled to receive credit for the ac 
they would be held to account for all that they had received from 


the company in excess of such cost. This is a! and explicitly 
decided in the case that I have referred to (98 U. 8., page 610). 
i find, sir, according to the report of the Pacific Railroad Com- 


missioners, that out of an issue of $54,000,000 of the capital stock 
of the Central Pacific Railway Company, $760,000 only was paid 
for. Out of an issue of $36,824,000 by the Union Pacific, only 
$400,650 was paid for, leaving an amount due to these two com- 
panies on stock account only of $89,778,000. 

it is useless to go into the details of the other frauds. They are 
gigantic: and if the Union and Pacific railroad companies could 
to-day recover from the managing directors and officers who had 
cherge 


aD 


who issued and sold their first-mortgage bonds, who embezzled 
the proceeis of the magnificent land grant, these roads would be 


able to pay off their entire indebtedness to the United States, and | 


would have a handsome surplus in their respective treasuries, 

The gentlemen, however, who advocate the passage of this bill 
sneer at the idea that anything can be recovered, and claim that 
if no other obstacle stood in the way the statute of limitations 
wonld bar all the actions. I confess I know of no statute under 
which they would be barred. Fortunately for the United States, 
asuit was brought by the Attorney-General against Mrs. Stan- 
ford, the widow of Leland Stanford, to make the estate of her 
dscensed husband liable for a certain ——— of the debt due 
to the United States by the Centra! Pacific Railway Company, 
under the provisions of a statute of the State of California, which 
renders the stockholders of corporations personally liable for their 
debts in proportion to their holdings of stock, and Leland Stan- 
ford having been a large holder of stock of the Central Pacific, the 
effort was made by the Government to hold his estate liable for 
his proportion of the debt due by the company to the United 
States. The Supreme Court of the United States maintained a 
dencarrer to the bill, and held in substance that the rights of the 
United States and the obligations of the stockholders of the Cen- 
tral eras to —_ United States — to be decided oom, A by the 
acts 4 me ncorporating: compary, authorizing the con- 
struction of the road, issuing of bonds, etc. This decision has 
been, referred to in this debate as settling adversely the right of 
the United States to proceed against the officers, di , and 
stockholders of these roads. In my opinion, it is just the con- 
trary. it deprives these parties of the benefit of the statutes of 
timnitations of the several States. It eliminates the questions of 
State law and hinges the whole case on the construction of the 
statutes of the United States to which I have referred. 

‘Tie Supreme Court said in 1878 that the United States could 
not proceed against the stockhelders and officers of the Union 
Pacific because at that time its right of action had not arisen. 
The bonds issned in aid of the road were not due either in prin- 
cipal or interest. The companies had not defaulted on any of 
thei obligations, and non constat but that the Union Pacific would 
he prepared at the maturity of the obligations to meet them. 
Their maturity has now been reached, and the court which said in 
18/8 that the United States could not sue until 1897 can hardly 
say when suit is filed in 1897 that itis barred by the statute of 
limitations. It.is an elementary principle of the civil law as old 
as the Pendects of Justinian that tion (at common law of 
the statute of limitations) does not run against those who are un- 


cost of the work, | 


of their affairs when they were in process of construction, | 
who received and sold the subsidy vonds of the United States, | 














| as a result of the to 

| been sub; ued 

| I confess, Mr. Chairman, that I 

| of ex the remedies of 

| erty of this road, and the f 

| suit in the nature of a the stockh¢ 

| have not paid for the stock that was to them, ¢ 

| the officers who have violated their trusts, for the r 
whatever amounts may owe to their re C 

But*this course would attended 

| ernment’s being 

| prior mortgages 

| gages and trust to the 

| directors for the 

| This course, I 

better and more 

in the absence of a better 

not — muced — bill Tigits be tht oa a am the 

| ernment to our y this means. eos 

_ Under section 11 of the act of 1878 it is provided that— 

i Ifeither railroad companies shall ‘or ’ lar 
ri; lnetponte of ths age aad tho acts nereimbafors ner 

act relating to said act to be by it ‘ormed, for t 


| an extension of -five years on its 
Scaeeiotiod ona haa 





nent ate eee ue, such f. 

| byt from the Dale Staten and ft grguld be the ty c 

| to cause such eiture to be judicially ; ie : 
It would be easy to amend this provision of the act by pr 

| ing for the appointment of receivers or Lautichasn to whee doula 

| be vested the entire powers of the corporations fox the pur 

_ of liquidation aiid settlement, and to authorize and 

_ liquidators to imstitate all such suits as the 

| have instituted its stockholders for 










aniore 

















































| thecourt. Ifattheend of these proceedi 
that the Seeks SSeS Nt Soares commi 
| commissioners of the 

found that the 


) 





COMPO ee. ay oat 80, me hee fide 
en we a position decently 
which the financial condition 


. : 
nti 


599 


whols amonnt of compensation * * * for services rendered for the Gov- 
ernment shall be retained by the United States,” one half to pay interest and 
the other half to be turned into the sinking fund. If the two acts are to be 
constrved together and as one act, we must give the same meaning to like 
expressions in 20th. We can not say in one case that the compensation men- 
tioned means compensation only for services on aided and in the other 
that it jucludes compensation for serviees on roads not aid 

So I reiterate the statement which I made on yesterday that the 
Supremes Court has decided that the lien of the Government only 
extended to that portion of the road that received the subsidy 
bonds. 

Mr. MoCALL of Massachusetts. I am very grateful, Mr. Chair- 
man-——- 

The CHATRMAN,. The time of the. gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has expired. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield tho gentleman from 
Massachusetts five minutes on account of the time that I occupied 
which properly belonged to him. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I am very much obliged to 
the gentleman from Vermont for the interruption as well as for 
the time that he has extended to me. I am obliged to the gentle- 
man for reading from such an authority as the Supreme Court of 
the United States, but Ido not see that what he has read, with 
all due deference to him, affects the decision I have already cited. 
It is distinctly decided in the case to which I called the attention 
of the committee that the Government lien doss extend to the 
earnings of the ferry andthe bridge at Omaha. , 

Mr. POWERS. You agree that these terminals received no aid 
from the Government. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Well, I am notso sure that 
they did. 

Mr. POWERS. They did not. 

Mr. McCALLof Massachusetts. Ithinkthey are proper append- 
eges to the railroads. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, Iam not in opposition to the gentleman's 
position, but | think it is a material matter for the House to con- 
sider what rights the Government has here before we any 
iaw on the subject. I donot agree with a great deal of the invec- 
tive which is brought into thie case. I think the interest of the 
Governinent requires that there shall be some final settlement of 
this matvr and that this railroad shall be permitted to reorganize. 
But | think that the Dill before the House is not sufficiently fav- 
orabie to the Government. It rests upon a false fundamental 
asstumption that the Government does not have a lien upon certain 
valuable property that the courts hold it does have alien upon. 

{ want te say, sir, that my ee eee this oe is entirely 
in lice svith the almost uniform conduct of the officers of this 
Govrernrent, and in line with the position of the Commissioner of 
Railroads, and of the Secretary of the Interior. You will find 
this view amplified in a letter written by Mr. Secretary Lamar, 
when he was Secretary of the Interior, to Charles Francis Adams, 
who was then the president of this railroad. 

Mr. WATSON of Chio. May Iask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. McoCALL cf Massachusetts. Ihave only a minute. Mr. 
Lamar was a great jurist. He had carefully considered this ques- 
tion, anil took the — explicitly, and it seems to me he dem- 
onstraved, that the Government had a lien on these properties at 
Omaha that the committee say it does not havea lien upon. 
think the Government can not expert to have its aoe eee 
bonds converted into first-m bonds, and that it should look 
at this as a business matter, an t it should ask for the same 
seourity that it has now. But I believe that it should have arate 
of interest upon its bonds which wiil at least be equal to its own 
credit, and the net earnings oi this company fore od of four or 
five yeais, embracing two or three bad years, will show that the 
company can easily afford to pay the Government3 percent inter- 
est upor these second-morts bonds. I trust that the commit- 
tse, or the gentleman from Vermont Sa PowERrs], before this 
matter shall come to a vote, will see fit to offer an amendment 
making the rate of interest in the bonds 8 per cent instead of 2, 
and if hy shall do that, it seems to me that he will make a proper 
concession on account of the Omaha property, which I believe the 
Government hss a lies upon. 

Mr. HARRISON, I yield the remainder of my time, fifteen 
rainutes, to rm: eee ne WHEELER]. 

‘the OHAIRMAN. e gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
W ERELER] is recognized for minntes. 

'M>. WHEELER addressed the committee. See Appendix.]} 
The CHATRMAN, Will the gentleman from Missouri 
Hveraxp| or the gentleaan from Vermont now cccupy time’? 

Mr. POWERS. Has the hour and a half been used? 

‘nc CHAIRMAN, There remain an hour and forty minutes to 
the gentieinan from Vermont and an hour and two minutes to the 
opposite side, represented by the gentleman from Mi ri. 

. mo POWERS. I yield twenty minutes to the gentleman from 
California. 
Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Chairman, it is related that 
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for at forced sale would be that much clear gain and the Govern- 
ment’s loss. 
Did any of you ever have a second mortgage on a man’s prop- 
80, when the second mortgage became due and you 
found that the property would not sel! for enough to pay the first 
did in foreclose and sell simply for the purpose of 
er to make some money? Such would be the 
inevitable result of foreclosure in this case. Whoever buys these 
roads ut foreclosure sale must of course purchase subject to the 
first , and that amount is gigantic of itself. No per- 
sons could overbid the men who now control these companies 
; the United States. If the Government overbid, it must, 
like an individual, pay the first mo e, and that means taking 
ae from an already depleted National Treasury to engage 
the ynwise policy of Government ownership and management 
of railroads. 


Therefore it seems to me that from.a business point of view a 
sale under foreclosure proceedings would be of no advantage, but 
@ positive loss to the Government. All agree that asale under 

osure would result in losing at the very least one-half of 
the debt due the United States unless the Government bid the 
in. None of us wish to lose this amount of money. 
next question is—and this I understand to be the agree- 
ment of all who have spoken—whether or not this debt should be 
extended. Gentlemen do not oppose the proposition for extension 
as a mater of principle, but only as to its details. It is said that 
the Government ought to get a —— rate of interest. Let us 
examine that question. Every man knows that a railroad is valu- 
able only for the money that it can make; it is of no value for any 
other purpose. Everyone knews that a railroad company can 
pn pay its debts out of its earnings. Everyone knows that the 
United States Government itself could not pay its debts if they 
were all presented at once. A railroad company in debt is not in 
a different position from anybody else, nation, corporation, or 
individual, who is indebted. There is not a bank in the United 
States, t one, I believe, that could pay its debts if they were 
all nt at once. There is not a bank in California (and it 
is —— State in the Union, as you all know)—and it has 
some Congressinen who are bank directors—there is not a bank in 
California that could pay itsdebts if they were presented all at 
once. These railroad companies, then, are in no worse condition 
than the United States Government or the banks or the general 
people. The question being, How shall we extend their indebted- 
ness? its solution depends solely upon the ability of the railroad com- 
— to comply with our conditions and to pay us our debt from 
ir only source of revenue, theirearnings. If we agree to extend 
the indebtedness, clearly we can do nothing but impose such terms 
as they can comply with. What is the good of calling upon a man 
to pay $1,000,000 when he can not doit? What is the good of ask- 
ing a man to pay 6 per cent, or 5 per cent, or 4 per cent interest 
upon his debt due us when he can not doit? Therefore, in making 
terms with these railroad companies, we should look, as I have 
before said, solely at their earning capacity? Is that not true? 

Now, the question is, What is the earning capacity of these 
roads? are the net earnings of the railroads? It will not 
do for us to assume that the gentleman from Missouri is correct 
when he says that the net earnings of the railroad companies are 
the amounts that they receive over and above their operating ex- 
penses. Those are not net earnings. The net earnings of a rail- 
road company are the earnings that they have to apply to a reduc- 
tion of their indebtedness. or payment of dividends after they have 
= of their fixed charges, including interest upon their debts. 

e Central Pacific road—and I speak of that because | am more 
familiar with it—the Central Pacific road for the last five years 
has had an ave of $291,967 as a surplus applicable to the pay- 
ment of our inde ess, and that is all. Is that too much to 
leave for emergencies that frequently arise? In the committee’s 
estimate of the amount to be paid by these companics we have put 
an item for payment of interest at 4 per cent upon their first- 
mortgage indebtedness. Isthiscorrect? Should we estimate that 
they can refand their old debt at 4 per cent? I do not think so. 
Money is not plentiful for railroad corporations at such a low rate 
of interest. 1 think they would have to pay at least 4} per cent, 
and if so, that will use up all of the surplus and consume all the 
earnings of these roads. e are estimating the earnings upon the 
ee as given by the officers of the Central Pacific. 

ow, it may be, as has been intimated, thatthey lied. But, Mr. 
Chairman, let us consider the facts for a moment. When the 
gentlemen insinuate that the officers of these roads, in their state- 
ments made under oath to the officers of the Government, are 
lying, ee simply having a reflex of their own minds, it seems 
to me. 


@ must assume that they tell the truth to the stock- 
holders and to themselves. Men may lie on the outside, especially 
when engaged in business which would make such a system prefit- 
able. But when they are dealing with themselves, it is to be 
assumed that they will at least tell the truth tothemselves. These 
are reports that they make themselves to themselves about the 
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condition of their business, It must be conceded that are cor- 
rect. They cover their affairs for five years last past. y are 
accepted by the officers of the United States charged with that 
dpty in dealing with the companies, and must therefore be treated 
by us, as other officers of the United States, as. being true. 

in reference to the Central Pacific, these arethe earnings. They 
say they cam not pay more, The books of the company justify 
their statement. é must show error or res. 


No error has been charged or insinuated. The amount, then, of | 


earnings the committee named being correct, it naturally fol- 
lows that the payments to be exacted from the company can not 
exceed the sums named by the committee, and that the rate of 
interest can not be increased. in the Central Pacific we receive 
additional security. Thatroad, Mr. Chairman—that is, that por- 
tion covered by the Government mortgage—is like one of Gun- 
ter's novels, ‘‘ Miss Nobody of Nowhere.” It commences in the 
Plains of Utah and ends 50 miles from San Francisco. It runs for 
886 miles from Utah te Truckee in California, through a country 
that does not have business enough to pay for the oil that greases 
the locomotives that draw the trains through that m, [Laugh- 
ter.| All the business that pays them is Yalifornia and the 
through travel. Wecan rely only on the California ari through 
business for revenue to the company from which to pay us our 
debt: clearly, then, we should get road into such condition 
that it can get that business. 

What is the object of a railroad company? It is to get from 
somewhere to somewhere, from somecity to another city. What 
mukes the Baltimore and Ohio, and the Pennsylvania, and the 
New York Central valuable? It is because they begin at some 
sreat city and end at another. They nave business between, it 
ts true, in the thickly settled portions of the East, but the Central 
Parific has no payin way business except in California. What 
is the object of reaching California by a railroad? To get to the 
city of San Francisco, it did not get to San Francisco it would 
have no value, The aided portion of the Central Pacific does not 
reach San Francisco. Now, the proposition of the bill is to per- 
snit the United States to have a mortgage on property that will 
enable the Government, if it is obliged to take the road, to get 
into the city of San Francisco. They pre in addition to w 
tho Government now has, to heve a gage on a road jeading 
north, as you will see by reference to the map, up into Oregon, 
through a very fertile valley that will make money. There is 
another mortgage on a r leading directly south, as you will 
also see by reference to the Lines on that map the San Joaquin 
Valley, ané another from Niles to Oakland, and the ferry from 
Oakland to San Francisco, and the terminals at both cities, thus 


; Its arms thus extended, one to the north, 
south, and = — ing in San Francisco, will enabl 
in case the Uni tes obliged to take possession 
future, to obtain business from California’s ferti 
enterprising cities, and thus secure revenue from oth ™m 
overland traffic. If taken now, the United States will have a 
intelyno business save the throughoverland trade, and th 
enough, and it will bein possession of a road y“thout 

1, barred from the Ba i c 


States is obliged to 
which will be able to do business 
: he permission ¥' 
to take CO, Se a a eee ee er 

Now, whatare the other prepositions embodied in this bill? ° 
peovide that they shall make 
every six months. 
make such payment, at the end of another six months a 
peyment, ard unless thess payments are made the bill provid 
that the entire debt of the road shall become immediately due, at 
the option of the President. We have a guarantee, therefore, of 
the cood faith of the company. In addition to that there is a guar- 
entee of the Southern Pacific Company, a gigantic , a8 
my friends from California often say, a 
hear them say continually; 6 nated every- 
thing throughout that country, and wealthier than any other cor- 
poration in the country, as I have often heard them say—and that 
cor aaa guarantees the performance of the contract of the Cen- 
eral Pacific. 

Weareabsol safe, then, in getting the money, and we ought 
to pass the bill get the money due to the t. Indi- 
videstty, as ET have said, I would bein favor of wi 
extire debt, That, of course, would help my 
If the reads did not have this debt upon 
could reduce their rates of fare and transportation, and that woul 
help my ; as a citizen, and for the wetfare of the whole 
country, I ata in of these railroads pay their debts, 
envi oa that I favor the becanse I believe that wil! be 
the revait of it if it goes into operation. But they say that the 


against 
by the 
I hope 


more, 


of California. sinks pes ok 
the of the committee will give me ten minutes 
I yield to the gentleman ten 


HNSON of California. eS 
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and other members of our committee, and our honored Speaker. 
I oar aon apes of myself, because I do not know but what [ can 
, y even with this man before I get through with him. 
-) But he has carried it on for years. While we knew 


















































Willie” was honest. these about him, we believed he was honest because he 
e he was erotic in his tastes, erratic in his mee, ot said he was, he bad his newspaper; but he has debauched 
small and smaller views of men and measures, the public mind in California by terrorism, he has terrorized over 
we thought ‘Our ” in his English plaids, » he has issued his edicts that any man who dares to favor | 
and ee was honest. this bill shall be driven from public life, shall be ruined A 
We knew he sought on the banks of the Nile relief from | in private life, and shall be disgraced before the people and before 
loathsome Siasan, canines contagion in the haunts of | the But for one, knowing that I am right, knowing that 
vice, aud had rivaled the of his harem | this is a business settlement of the question, I am willing to stand 
in the of restored health, but weal belorel honest, | for what I believe to be right, even if this blackmailing paper does 
thongs tow continue to assault me. 


These two persons have caused great opposition to the funding 


. 


of his in his wickedness, but we believed him | bill in San Francisco, but even there, where they have been aided 
a parce on By ain. by another owned by a business rival of the Southern Pacific 
We es eee ee ees res ee company, they are alone practically. 
: unfaithful to his business associates, but we believed ha | A number of papers in Francisco of equal prominence with 
was to publish an honest Hearst's ca nes smarting under loss of blackmail, favor the 
We he had money, not earned by himself (for we knew | funding bill. 


; a, if not quite nine-tenths of the newspapers in 
Se outside of San 


i 
| 
f 
§ 
2 
| 
i 
; 


isco favor a funding bill. 
district that I have the honor to represent 


; 
: 


Congressional 
pp eny boneeglonge ) pee nd, deg we knew | I do not know of but four soumpeeete that oppose the funding 
all these ee ee did believe ** ” to be bill. In the cities of Stockton, ysville, Nevada, Grass Valley, 
vere. the was ranning an independent ona Sacramento, the papers, I believe, are unanimous for the bill. 
ee the or: altitude of newspapers, asincere | The city of Auburn two papers favoring it. The thriving 
todo good to the , with an honest wish eo gy town of Jackson has two pone favoring it. Pre city of Oroville, 
to speak the truth, and to establish a paper i aig one paper favoring it. So I could go on all over the district giv- 
bea organ, would still bean honestone. We names and location of the papers that favor the funding bill. 
to “Our Willie” and to speak well of him and his 6 of them are representative papers. They represent al! shades 
When William R. Hearst commenced his abusive aan of political belief. 
Cc, P. er and the Southern Pacific ey the Chamber of Commerce of Sacramento, the capital of the 
Central Railroad Company and all who were to | State, com of 176 representative business men of al! classes 
them, and to denounce the funding bill and all who favored it as | of a $0,000 inhabitants, adopted unanimously the following 
tt aed bie nae ee course was wrong, his meth- | resolu in favor of the bill: 
but we believed ‘‘Our Willie” to SACRAMENTO, February 1%, 1396. 


At the regular aanual meeting of the Sacramento Chamber of Commerce 


§ 
z 
u 
: 


‘6 » | the following resolution was offered and passed unanimoxsly: 

When ©. P. told the truth about Our W it ia important for the welfare of our ecenerentiy and our State 
and = ae was simply the railroad fun: P bill {uss an early astetice be had of the question of the indebtedness of the Cen- 
because coul get no more the Southern Pacific Pacific and Union Pacific railroads e Government; ¢ 

pany we were dazed with the charge and as Calif we Whereas we believe that any measure which wii require the payment of 
were huruiliated ’ said indebtedness upon reasonable terms would best subserve the interests 


of the peopie; and 
Wiepoas the application of businéss principles to this indebtedness would 
indicat that an extension of the time for the payment of this indebtedness 
wi be the best solution of the question to the end that the future finances 
of said roads may be clear, and said prowertios he used, improved, and 
utmost capacity, with the obj 
and shippers 


ect of insuring corresponding 


blackmail, and that C. P. Huntington had cut it off as soon as he | >ewefits to t Therefore. os. ans 
knew of it, and that be was even now on Huntington and «Beit resale Gal peatlin tor tha esttinanenl of such todebtednese npon 
the railroad company because he not received the other $8,000 | reasonable terms within a period of fifty years. . 
of his bribe. He admitted by silence that the Southern Pacific JOSEPH STEFFENS, President. 
Company was financial! , but that he dared not sue | So it is all over the State. A majority, as I am informed, of the 
it for the $3,000 he to be due because of fear that bis | newspapers in the district represented by Mr. McLacuLan, and 
blackmail would be exposed in court. that represented! by Mr. Bowers, and that represented by Mr. 
With brazen effrontery maled by the lowest denizen of | Barwam support the bill. 

the haunts of vice ‘‘Our Willie” ws so well in every city of | Why, then, ail this talk about California being opposed to the 
~~ he unbl admitted he had blackmailed the rail- per settlement of this question? 

company, but in extennation that he did not keep | I may remark right here that there is a man from California, 


is a member of this House, who has undertaken at certain 
times to defend this man Hearst, and no doubt he will now. If 
he does, I hope he will fool no man in reference tothe matter. It 
is a question of defending a blackmailer, and not of defending a 


Now, in conclusion, in reference to this matter, shall we pay 
attention to the wailings of this blackmailer; shall we pay 
tion to the shrieks of this man Sutro; or shall we pay atten- 

tion to the settlement of a business matter, and settle it once and 
forever upon business principles? It is purely and solely a busi- 
ness tiom. It does not rise to the dignity of anything else. 
All of the should be forgotten. t us look at the pres- 
ent. Let us think whether or not we would have done better 
than those men who built the road. I hate to think of what some 
men would have done if they had had the chanve of these men who 


read the because it gives ee Saree vee. built the road. [{Laughter.} Of course | do not allude to any 

but they while reading, **Tgn’t it too man in this House, but I hate to think of what would have been 

sold himmeetff. Wedid not expect it. He must be wicked at heart, | the result if others I could name had been given the opportunity 
for he didn’t need the money.” to these railroads. 

If it rer, spirits of the to know the actions of , is not this a business question? In regard to the Union 

those left them cn this the Pacific, I frankly confess I am not familiar with that road. I 


have read their statement and the proposed settlement, and it 
seems fair and full. So far as the Central Pacific is concerned, I 


nia. intimidated men. He has intimidated You 

ial bade aee Coots tnd bolcn cxenuaekin 

Rs Pepe, isa a circulation. You know Fee Some Bet until the act of 1864 was passed. As a Cali- 
Central Pacific, because of all of the rail- 











has defaulted on its interest and never has failed to keep every 


contract it made with the Government and with e y else. 
It is the may saaee road that has never gone into the ds of a 
veceiver. When gentlemen speak here about that railroad being | 


unable to keep its contract, they do not speak with reference to 
the fact. They are simply speaking of their own feeling; for I 
repeat, that road so far i kept every contract it made with the 
Government. It has never defaulted: It has paid every dollar of 
its indebtedness as it became due. 

It stands ready te-day to take up this contract and to carry it 
on. But gentlemen say the rate of interest is too small. They 
say 2 per cent is too smallarate. Why is it too small? It is all 
they can pay. You say they could pay more. Why? The mere 
fact that a man says so does not prove anything. The earnings 
are shown for five years by the report, and they show that this 
road can not pay an u larger sum than it is pro to pay. This 
debt ths railroad will commence paying immediately. In the first 
year $1,500,000 of principal and interest, in addition to $2,400,000 
of old debt. ‘The charges upon this road are fixed by law, and 
they can be ascertained by everyone. The charges fixed for 1896 
are $4,326,060. I ask every member of this House to drop every- 
thing except the common-sense, business view, and to accept the 
setiement of this question on a business line. Remove it from 
politics; remove it from Congress; remove it so that the black- 
mailer no longer can hold it in terrorem inst men, but will be 
obliged te allow everybody to carry out their ideas as to them 
seems proper. f[Applause. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and Mr. GRosVENOR having 
taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Sen- 
ate, by Mr. PLatt, one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had 
passed bills of the following titles; in which the concurrence of 
the House was requested: 

A. bill (3, 3219) donating condemned cannon and cannon balls 
to W ads worth Post, Grand Army of the Republic, of Helena, Mont. ; 
A bill (8, 8085) nting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Gnash; 

A. bill (8, 2393) for the relief of William E. Bond; 

A bill (S. 2388) for the relief of Joshua Bishop; 

A bill (8. 811) to provide a district attorney and marshal for 
the western judicial district of the State of South Carolina; 

A bill (S, 687) to apply the unexpended balance of the amount 
heretofore appropria for the relief of the captain, owners, 
othcers, and crew of the late United States private armed brig 
General Armstrong, their heirs, executors, administrators, agents, 
or assigns; and 

A bill (8, 470) granting to the State of Washington certain 
lands therein situated for the p of a fish hatchery. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
— the bill (H. R. 3877) granting a pension to Henderson 
Marple. 


Tle message also announced that the Senate had passed with | 
amendment the bill (H. R. 2668) to amend the laws relating to | 


navigation, asked a conference with the House of Representatives 

on the bill and amendment, and had appointed Mr. Frys, Mr. 

eae and Mr. Waite as the conferees on the part of the 
enate. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendment the bill (H. R. 2259) for the relief of William B. Ellis 
in which the concurrence of the House was requested. 

PACIFICO RAILROAD BILL. 

The committee again resumed its session. 

Mx, POWERS. I yield ten minutesto the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. ARNOLD]. 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, I will detain 
the Bouse but a very few moments, as my time is limited. I de- 
sire in the first place to repeat what has been uently said upon 
the floor of this House, and that is that this is a business proposi- 
tion. All these allegations of pecuiation and of fraud in connec- 
tion with the building of these roads has, I believe, no plaze in the 
diswussion before this House. It may be truce, as alleged, that a 
larire amount of money was made in the construction of these 
roads. It may be true that they have paid large dividends, some 
of which money should at least have been paid to the Government. 
It is true beyond question that when Congress many years ago 
postponed by an act of Congress the Government lien, a mistake 
was committed. But with all these things we have nothing to do. 
Weare confronted, in the language of anothsr gentleman, with 
“a, condition and not a th ” about peculations and any allega- 
tions is reference to fraud. ese allmay have occurred. I know 
nothing abort it, and many members here know nothing about it 
wintever. Weno know to-day, however, there are due this Gov- 
ermument something like $110,000,000 from the Union Pacific and 
Central Pacitic railroads, and it becomes our duty as members of 
this House to ascertain, if we can, how we may best get our money 
bewk and how certainly we may get ik. 

As the gentleman from Calif ornia stated, and as I have said, 











| there are practically two 
| extend this inde 
| other is Government ownership of these railr : 
asserted time and time again before the Committee on the 
| Railroads, by gentlemen who will .e against this bill 
| that the very purpose of , 
| that the Government 
| desire to state further that the in 
. paring this bill had two objects in 
Government should get its money, and the 
get that money as rapidly as the earning 
would permit. 
The gentleman from 

friend the Doctor, who has ta 
precrene for dead patients fi 

ngs of these roads were largely 
by Mr. Tweed before the commi: 
California stated, we obtained the 
and the gentleman from 
states that the net 
$6,000,000, in 1891 to 
to over $5,600,000, 
man, I say, is not fair, 


deducted these alleged net the me 
sinking fund, or the interest on the mortgage nm 
with other sums, would reduce the r 


amount claimed by Mr. Tweed. 
The net in 1890 were 





in 1895, $420,000; an average of 
taken 





very carefully, and they deemed it 41 
tain how far and to what extent we could tax these con 
| pay the debt due the Government. In that connectio 
tion of interest was all important—whether we cot 
such a high rate of interest as would make it absolw 
sible for to pay it, and whether we should requ 
large euss Guxing euch yeor $8.to SRE ees i 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


hook on the evolution of railroads, as a historian, has given 


a different, version of this transaction. He says it is true that 
the manipulators of these roads assumed the garb of patriotism 
and appealed to the Government for help, warning them that 
if they did not connect the West with the East they would 
lose the great country west of the Mississi River. That Con- 
gress, without hesitation, mach consideration, or debate, granted 
the charter of 1862. That these manipulators of men, seeing their 
efforts so fruitfai and the obstacles so trifling, reached the con- 
clusion that — might, withasmall effort, obtain most anything 
from Congress they might demand. Therefore, they doubled their 
demands and secured all they asked. He, and every committee 
nud every man that has ever written upon the subject, pronounces 
the building and operation ot these roads the mos scandalous and 
traudulent transaction with which the American people have ever 
een connected. Mr. Larrabee further says: 


The charter of the Unior Pacific Railroad Com Boe 
irress on the Ist day of July, 1882. Shortly after t ning of the war of 
the rebellicn it was made to appear to the country Poe a Seicaeoeniel 
road wes a nationsl necessity; that without it we could not ~——* retain 
long tho Pacific Coast. It was also very pone. argued that the political 
lbenefits to be derived by the country from the construction of such a road, 
as well as its ea length and aarnnieery cost, made it the duty of the 
nation te aid I ih its cuter pees and etriotic promoters in the prose- 
vation of their ag eae c task. In those st times few people were in- 
clined to question the motives of those who advocated what a) eer to 
vatriotic measures, or to be penurious in the expenditure of public funds 
wl on the public —— seemed to demand snch expenditure. 

The Unicon charter, which in peg yr was passed by 
Congress as it had ‘been drafted by the eee of the enterprise, 

he new compan Se right of way through the public lands, and aut orized 
it to take, from the lan acent to the line of its road, , Stone, tim 
Ler and other materials for its cons r granted to the com- 
pany every alternate section of land to the amount of five alternate sections 
per mile on each side ot = line oneweSag ye those lands to which pre- 
erapticn or hom aims attac at the time when the line of the road 
should be definitely axed, In addition to these donations the United States 
issned to the company su bonds in an amount equal to $16,000 per 
xsnie for the distance from the ri River to theeastern line of the Rocky 
Mountains, $48,000 per milo for a distance of 150 miles through the Rocky 
Sounmtains, and $32,000 per mile from the western base of the ky Moun- 
tains to the terminus of the road. Similar franchises were at the same — 
given tothe Central Pacific Railroad Com 
viously been chartered by the State of 

of way, land, timber, etc., this com 
af 216.900 a mile for a distance of 
mile ¢ for 160 mi 


7 was granted by Con- 


itonia. 
nemnpuay sect received subsidy om 
east of of $48.00 De 


Sacramento 
miles through the Sierra eee and of $32,000 a mile for the 
takes from the eastern base of that mountain range to its Beg with 
the Union Pacific. The charters of the two com vided that, to 
secure the repayment to the United States of the amount of those bonds, 
they should ipso facto constitute a first cone on the entire lines of the 
road, together with their rolling st ieee and other property. The 
franchises and donations thus a ee — were most ee = 
fact, the latter were alone su balla and equip oq renee. cee 
however, of the liberal grants and in spite of the t necessity o: the 
roads in ‘those _e of national trial, both of these enterprises made very 
slow progress. eir promoters were men Y small means, So eee cop ttaliots 
to whom the es ee ne eee oe ee fran 

io doudt when these men first engaged in their cause ane er expected to 
ead ounter serious obstacles in supposing tha’ august body 
would consider the proposed measure with much cee and to act 
upon it on still more- ction. Their success greatly surprised 
then. alee ee t members of Congress be imposed 
npea ae easily as private citizens, and when they A sxctd realized how Seale 
their demand ene eee eens they were grew tly provoked at themselves 

‘or more. 


because the noi asked 

They a eel befcre that eo. in 1864 ot oat asked that their charter 
be so amended as to ene to them ten alte of five on 
each aide of the read, and also all the iron and alan within 10 putes Z 
their track, which had oe been reserved rn 
tion to this they — = Gomoee’ to mortage 
hioads on their ve roads amount equal tothe bonds of the Un 
ritates, and that t = of the United States bonds be made subordinate to 
the lien created the companies’ bonds. By the act of 
tS64, all these eee were granted aon th the two companies 
tually presen ith their roads and w the same time given the per- 
raission to mortgage this gift of the mi and divide wide the mrvucete anon 
their sharehoiders, many of = received their stock chiefly 
eration of their influence in and out of eibekion a of the 
United States to these co ame on accoun 
far trom $30,000,000, of which over 
pidnder which t 
from Council Bb to Goats is 1,780 
that the oe ceaiianien was about 
yay and ali timber, iron, and coal found 
is no doubt that this contribution was a wf to, ies it 
ost o- the road. There has been an erroneous impression 
fixvened the Pacific road te those wonderful and v. i 
cross Andes and the Alps. Those who have not aheaeba the continent can 
hardly believe that the a one of this line was —, more difficult 
nor more expensive than that of any cf the numerous railroads crossing the 
moantein ranges of the East, Genes ach is the fact. 


This company now comes to Congress and not only asks Con- 
gress te give it the whole of the debt that it owes the see, but 
to also loan it the credit of the Government for fifty more years. 
I understand it has been out that the difference between 
% per cont and the value of money, even at the lowest rate for 
which it can be had, for the time the Government credit is to be 
extended will equal the debt that the roads owe the Government. 

Therefore it woall be much better for the people of the United 
States to give this debt to these roads without quibble than to 
loan tham their credit for another half century wile all of the 
xancying expense and attending scandals. 

There is more in this con than the mere securing of the 
Government debt. The Southern © Railroad has leased the 


chises. } 


tral Pacific, a 

= traffic manager 

own oe eee mauaaes - 
Se ene hte ae 

ig this charter and Tone thee wilt aoe 

transcontine: 


ho ceeenaae 


eat ; oes 
tleman from | ee a tho gen 
landin; ve ae a 
the handsof Go of the people of the United 
States. The of Mr. 4nuntin on, - : Lief movin t 
in eo Bee ea: Ge : ' frankly 2 - piri 
Crocker, and maybe some other nterests, the | 
that owned and . ee 
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Lomcer etiete Sie of the state commissioners 
much 


condition to chat in 
Mr. Larrabee says, in his excellent work on railroads: 


& 


that he 
of the road, and he left it in far 
he reeeived it. 
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ace Congress did them in bonds and land more than sufii- 


en bered that the proof taken by the Wilson committees estab 
That the Unior 


mion Pacific E. from Omaha to Ogder., was con-, 
three contracts, known as the “ Haxie contract,” the “Ames 


- “Davis contract." 
“Bacon. fy ty assignments ma‘ie by the holders 


the intervention of a constructicn 
were secured to the officers and prenoters of the nion 


by persons who received these profita determined 
Third, The result of these three contracts was as follows: 


to railroad company: 
i tiidndinins ateanahbamnicdtntaeancoounccunce G1, O14, 410, 9 
SRS err nemn tna en anne eeemnnnereennnnn -= = .. OF. 140, 108.94 


Davis 23,451, 768. 19 


wo Sennent. and Caroagh 
ee the * Mobiller of America,” the profits derived 


cst a ae 237.29 


50. 720, 958. 04 


"4, 825, 388, 24 
To this should be added the amount paid Credit Mobilier on 
NTE ee ee enmuusimreawencous 104, 900. 60 


Total profit on construction.___....... “ _ 43, 929, 928. 84 


substantially actual en eae these three contracts was 

— eeds of the first-mertgage bonds of the 
conrpany the Goverment bonds, as shown by the eiisotng table: 

EE Se a Tr 

ata Dee a ainmian wwniions 3, 404, 991. 23 


Sr neeeennen 23, Tis, 008. 77 


Government bonis imwed........-.....-..-.---.---..--------- 27, 238. 512. 00 
Ne ise wenaneusiie 91,318.72 


7 


al aise carta enn ghienenomarnmscnen _ 27,145, 108.38 
“BO, 869, 173. 05 

770, 368. G4 

142, 213. 11 

from the three contracts, after 


actual profits realized 
reducing the bonds issued to their cash value and charging tbe stock issued 
at %) cents on the dollar, $23,306,319.21. These profits are stated as 


Ames and Davis contracts. 


follows: 

dc cn eonnnncn S52, 950, 0.00 
ee eae = _%_20), 000, 00 
Neen re eekanananeneccs 2,546, 000. 00 


weneen~« 20, 856,900.00 


by the examinations conducted by the Wil- 

public attention and indignation with reference 

the Union Pacific Railroad Company through 

Mobilier. Comparatively iittle attention was 

the Cemtral Pacific Railroad Com- 

to from the mtr: ific 

He described as confined to the stock of the company, and 

that the share received = him amounted to $1,000,000 of this stock, (See re- 
than 


of the Wilson evidence of Huntington, 7%.) This evi- 
wes more after the completion af the “entral 
and Mr. has testified thet each of the parties in 
of the stock of the company as his share of the 

Stanford, volume 5, pages 2455 and 2656. ) 


The report of the Wilson and Pattison Pacific Railroad Com- 
mittees unite in these conclusions as the reasons for passing these 
railroad acts: 

This act was not passed tofurther the personal interests of the corporators, 
ot a emeetegent of commercial terests, nor for the convenience of 

a alone; but in addition to these, the interests, present and 
future, of Government, as such, were to be subserved A great highway 
was to be the use of which for postal. military, and other purposes 
was to be te the Government “at ail times,” but particularly in time 
of war. Your committee deem it important to call especial attention to this 
declared of act, to accomplish which object the munificent grant 
of lands. of Government credit was made. To make such a hign- 
way and te it at “all tae” and nis in time of war,”’ 
to meet the demands might be le wpon if; te be able to withstand the 

business and casualties incident to war and still to perform for 
the saaeeegneemaniecanvice as might — such Srenmeienees 
required a vent eorporation, and when Congress 
se the object and granted the corporate powers to carry that object 
execution, and the. enterprise with subsidies of lamds and bonds, 
in whom these peteeyware yaaa and under whose control 
were placed were, opinion your committee, under 
te highoss moral, to nothing of | or equitable, obligations to use the 
of ith toward the Government in the exercise of the 

powers of the subsidies. 


Our friends say the Government does not want to go into the 
transportation business. Why has the Government gone into the 
business by keeping wp the great Mississippi River 

Missouri River end other great rivers of the country! 

that the commerce of the country may circulate chs upls from 
interior of the country to the coast iimes. Why not take the 
tailroad, a road built by the Government of the United 
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States, a road that was never built by the Huntingtons, never 

built by the Hopkinses, except as agents of the Government of the 
United States, for the construction? 

Now. if theses roads are taken possession of by the Government, 
thes m never pay off anything except the original bonds, and let 

every radroad in the United States that desires make reasonable | 

trafic atrangements to run their trains over the track, just as 
hey run their boats up and down the great Mississippi River. 


i@l 


Ww! ‘en that is done, Mr. Chairman, let the Government charge | $?¢, 


| 


what is necessary to pay the running expenses a with a small | 
precautionary sinking fund, and we et a cheaper rate of 
ira nsportstion thati we get now and vcaealine to all of the people. 
Now, there has never been nny competition over this line, and 

I want to say that in this hearing before the Senate another com- 
bination has been shown. Mr. Huntington owns these great rail- 
roads and steamship line, and his company and others contracted 
with the Pacific Mail Steamship Line an bought every particle 
of room in those vessels, that there might be no competition 
between land and water transportation. I here append their 


agreement: 


This agreement, between the Transcontinental Association, an association 
consisting of the following railroad com es, namely, the Southern Pa- 
cifie © meee: the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Te Re tlonl Goenpen 
A tinntic and Pacific Railroad Company; the ome ae Central Railway Tien 
pany: the California Southern Railroad Company; the Bur on and Mis- 
souri River Railroad Company; the Denver cod "Rio Grande Railway Com- 
pany; the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railway eee = the Northern 
Pacific Ratlread Oompany; the Oregor Railway and a Company; 
the Missouri Pacific Railway Company; “he Texas and Railway Com- 
pany; the Oregon Short Line Railway i’eo allroad Com Union Pacific Railway 
Company; the St. Louis end San Franci: co Bari eee the Chicago, 
Kanens at.d Nebr aska Railway; Denver, “exas and Fort ¥ Railroad, and 
the St. Pwal, Minneapolis and Manitoba Fiailway Company, which association 
is now represented by aane —, its chairman, party of tho first and 

he =cifl: Mail Steamshi a corporation created by an d existing 


der the laws of the Sue New Fork. party of the second part, mad 
a1 — inte this lst day of Outober, 1868 , witnesseth: 
“iret. That the said party of the first. part, in consideration of the under- 
takin gannd agreements of the said s ip company hereinafter contained, 
undertakes, presales, a agrees to oe said ean ed ) company 0 
ruarantes, and does here guaran e 

fre ight and passengers between New York and Se Rrencine te to aor 
to said steamship eS by ae party of the first part shall be #500 

month. Ail the gross earni tvaid ate 2 eel from Dusiness 
hetween New York and San oe ae ee go toan 

be pa zene tenes party of the first part or ted upon its said guaranty 
to said steamship company. 

Hecond. In consideration of said guaranty of said party of the first part, 
the said Pecific Mail Steamship Company covenants, promises, and teary 
and with whe said party of the first part that It the said steamship com pany, 
wi 1, at its own cost and ispatch and run from the es: of New 

ork far Aspinwall not cock tenes three nor less than two through steam- 

8s Der raonth, and not more than three nor less than two steamers con- 
‘cting therewith from Panama to San Francisco, and from the port of San 
Francisco for Panama not more than three nor less than two through steam- 
ers per month, and not more than three nor less than two steamers con- 

secting therewith from Aspinwall to New York, and that said a 
company will permit said wes of the 0 Sra pets to fix the rates at which 


throengh freight between w York and and all 


eh all be transported the vessels of the steamship company from 
f New York to the 7 call eeu; tes 


rt of San 

isco to the port of tin ameter oe wa nn dhe a 
from New York and San Francisco ae. and their connecting steam 

ers, tur the a of, and bess pam from New York to Ban 

‘rancises apd from San Francisco to New York ali and only such passe: 
hy sach icone ee eee under rates fixed by said the 
first pert, to aa amoun co eaaeei not ex 600 tons of 2,900 —_ 
each, in cage it ras hag steamers per month, 400 tons, in case it runs 
thres steamers m any one steamer, it being understood that 
the deficiency o con ates 

upowu any one steamer may we enaed to or taken 


600 tons or said 400 respectively, of cargo 

as the case may be, 

ihe cargo of any ether v ing in same direction the same calen- 

dar month, the invent being that the stear.ship company shall carry monthly 

an averse: of 606 tons per vessel in case two steamers per month are run, or 

a monthly average of tons per vessel in case three steamers per month 
are a4. 

All above steamars to be first class and equal to those now maintained, and 
in case of the loss of a steamer or its withdrawal fer any cause, the Pacifi 
Mati Steamship Company shall as soon as a < of 

ure on the part ‘of eaid 
Seale 2 


capacity and rating. In the event of 
company ‘to furnish propor and adequate facilities for the transpo: 
et ivast 1200 tons of fre ae Say poe ee the rate of at least 400 


tohs per veasel, then the guaranty he provided for shall be reduced pro 


rate. 

The stesomship company is to bear and ~ ao the o expenees aie charges of 
every kin of iremepart such freight from New 
York to Sun Pranciseo and from Phaaciecc & to o Hew oe ven h tincluding all 

cherges and expenses of every kind in the ports of New York and 
cisco, and all supplies of pexners with food and sleeping accommodation, 
g’virg them proper accommodation according to class, 
all 1 eftorte to cbtain first-ciass and other passe 

ve Third. The understanding and eget ated by. itself bs 

‘t 26 Sret part s agents appoin 
-chusive nontrol To al the throu business of the said 

besween New York and San 
or passengers shall be es apen 

first part snd by its consen' tt be 
axcreised through 

the said sbeamship com 
tons, in. the eventof its ers per month each way, orfor more 
than 440 tons, in “ eae | Ser ie ante steamers Sans each wer 
of torough frei Se of the Ars es 
to fill it, the said 7 5 ere eee shall be =e liberty to a aaah dias 
iixed jointly 9 daly au eee the parties hereto, the 
party of the first part to have one half of the freights on snch excess and the 
steavmb(y company the other half. 

ie cee 


as compan 
cisooeach way and that no through freight 
8 to of the 
ee that said control zhall be 
of said company. ° 
have oo or capacity for more than 600 
twosteam 


Fourth. The Pacific Mail Steamship 


render to the party < 
the first part an account or statement of 


transactions for through bu 


| 
| 
| 


ness of each month on or before the 10th day of the 

ing the amount 

agree ment, and on or before 

man of the party of the first 

Mail Steamsnip Co: yu 

the party of i 

company on account enue een mC 

first part to the said s' p company 
a The of = 

time by the ve companies 

uch as has bash te Ses be Saat se 

6 said companies f the 5 party 

own portion of such 


liable for the portion 
Provided, ne 


or more of the compa 


rt to terminate on ten 
the frst part Pass Sereement o 

e party 0 demand, exarnine or any other [= 
steamship Company oat am ot 
and passenge’ Le soap rs 0 
ment, and Nerityine: seamen 


portion herein pretia 
Ite this 
may, at any time, on 
Fifth. It is 


ane to eg 

the 

dats, and as togach and all 
thereafter un ete 
nate the same shall have 
a that if the 
pany and the Panama 
of the steamship 

or changed in 

shall be esta’ 

eiee overland or vin 


¥. 
Sixth. oo 
company a 
understood < the lags of 


annexed, attested by its sec: 
sreto by lis president the day and Fear fi 


Chairman 


Attest: 
Jos. H&LLEN, Secretary pro tem. 


ali the 
mat'se these peas he be ph one cacy of he 
hike tto 


struggling West have stood and what.they have to 
great Eastern that come dea of th on ) 
protection. You have but little idea of t 
destruction that has shreo 
of railroads. I haveseen 
tions of railroads, between 
a oo cents per —~ 2 - 
could operate 
many barrels cal salt at it 
territory as the Standard Oil 
that way for caren 
rises eee 
rimina atbeetutes. 
oS want to say to you eee 
ting another 
ie peo 


upon the shoulders 
will assume a mortgage 


| amounting te anes of Pacliers. 


of the company, to be wre 
ca of the Pacific 
a We should not ot be t 
reat changes are taking place in 
eountry because of ti their fostering the 
sively shown a Larrabee, by 
Adams, Mr. 


naet be 8 ee 

try where there is no 

ished sv fre a competion 
petitive points. They have 
that there can be no competition between 


| nation is possible, 


Mr. —a7 on as a lifelong r 
a railroad can deal ae by 
back, and thereby cutee itis n 
the smaller concerns. 

Mr. Lloyd says the trusts, s 
always made wi 


| the riches of earth, sea, and sky from thet 


and freeze in the dark. They declare thats 
and warmthand food. They assert ther 















roused a flame of Saotmier to all toning schemes in California, while 
ccol. was the ; that the debt might be made a lever to 





remained 
reed & the fetters that boun Coast under the rule of an arrogant and 
is too much coal. There istoomuchiron, toomuch lumber, | _ If Mr. pn should pay hie debts in full and keep hie road we could 
ie of this Coast wou. De) terly at vinted. 
too much flour for this or that syndicate. ms ve | If there be a fo: Ere enle and he should bid in the proverty for 
never been able te buy enough of , but the have the t of his obligations the disappointment would be greater yet. 
too much of to sell. and should Rave neither Remy nee nor money. The only satisfactory 
wealth destroys li ene would be foreclosure, followed by purchase on Government account 
, of Ww. operation for the public benefit. t is what the 200,000 signers of 
Ber eens ee coe ae > | the Examiner's petition demanded. The whole scheme hangs together and 

a short ago, the Interstate Commerce 


can be segregated. To prevent foreclosure from being an even greater 
caiien ot the public interests than funding would be, it must be coupled 
with @ provision for Government purchase. Without that provision, fore- 
closure would be simply another name for the gift of the roads to Hunting- 
ton, free of incumbrance. 





og ara acreaei mea mca me 
aouieed tos tnfesons te tamnerl iver. 


A newspaper adds: 

Now, one never hears any complaint about the memapety siting 
postage to the rich corporations for less the asked, or 
Perea anon agea nee sae 
A few there was a hearing in this before the Inter- 
days ago as. city . 
suspension of the long and short haul clause in the in 
ect Ga cork tn eptatlice of the suspension. I notice in 
one of my home papers, their return, that one of them re- 

ceived notice ashipper: 
ginat being robbed iy raliroad coFporations fs attested by a fow stole ng 
Rohde 






Mr. Chairman, that discloses the animus of much of the cpposi- 
tion that this bill has encountered, and especially from members 
from California. Perhaps it is not necessary that I should remind 
gentiemen who were in the last Congress of the bitter assault that 
was made upon the proposition then presented from the Commit- 
tee on Railroeds . Yet that proposition was, in all of its 
substance, precisely like that which was made here yesterday by 

tleman from Texas (Mr. BELL], and which received the 
ts of these gentlemen from California; but I undertake to 
say that if that proposition was the one pending, if that was the 
before us here looking to securing the debt of the United 
States, every one of those acclaiming gentlemen of yesterday 
would be heard in the same bitter hostility to it that they mani- 
fested two years ago, and that they manifest to-day against the 
bill of the committee. toien By not want any settlement that 
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on one of monthly state- | does not look to the ownership of this road by the Government, 
ments are in figures and words a follows and its operation as a great highway upon which the owners of 
Foun? 18 Conts CBC ...... 00. ---0---2--se enone enone ener ene nnnee es trains can compete with each other. They propose that we shall 
Montrose .......-.--.------00-000+---002-0+--0-n-0-=20nee wonnes inaugurate the new but not untried experiment of Government 

Net received for 77 sheep pelts.......--..--e0e<--c0enne--eneeneseee 3.86 | Ownership and operation of railroads. e have had experiences 






in that line. No less than seven of the States of thie Union have, 


These pelts were shipped to Henry Cadwell, Montrose, Colo. What do 
thinie of fe? yo" | at different times, tried the burdensome and costly experiment, 











Weil, thinka d—n thief bad considerable todo with themak- | and in every instance the result has been loss to the public, dis- 
ee ret ney See a ae ae eens eee SC ee ee meeineticn 08 the . of the shippers, and emancipetion from 
at great loss e State. 
The nee ——— ae 77 miles only. The gentleman from Colorado [Mr. BEL] tells us of the admira- 
ios toe things are a ig tn of the | Die manner in which this experiment is resulting in some of the 
; wot be. friends so m Sean _——— verdict Euro countries. I say that it has never been a success in any 
re wil that Beer —— ownec. by compa- | country as compared with proper management, or with the aver- 
a y, ne : own ~en enone the to the | 98° ens. of railways im the United States. In every in- 
- Mr. i now balance hour stance it been more expensive and less satisfactory. I have 
vation from Iowa ‘ is a studied that phase of this question. I have read of the experi- 
aie gentleman from Iowa is recognized ments that have been made, and, save in the two countries the 





eer names, it has been the effort of every nation in Europe 
di itselffr om railroad business, and wherever the gov- 
cauaert eaudine’ bony thes > bso ee — doneit. The ex- 
y a failure. In gium, with a dense 
| population, with short roads having an immense traffic, the Gov- 
ernment has been enabled to run its roads without loss, and there 
are two roads in Hun of which the same may be said; but, 
with those exceptions, neither the gentleman from Colorado nor 
any other gentleman in this House can point to a single instance 
where satisfactory results have been secured. 
Mr. BELL of Colorado. How about France? 











the bill now g before the committee. It is notsuchaone| My HEPBURN. France has abandoned the experiment in 
as I would a. eee ae A ker pa it . _ a great mney of instances, though there are WE two or threo 
ald be a led to pay very con to the United anata the Government participates in ownership and in 
States, q . lam some gentlemen whoare | °Ps tod j Sia? iat aie 
Se Mtion of wind : ld suff adic” They tried it only in sparsely settled 





Mr. HEPBURN. At onetime the Government either owned or 
operated nearly all of the roads in France, but they have aban- 
doned it, or are abandoning it as rapidiy as they can. 
opposing of asd uate pee oes a ee _ eoeenees uae re- 

; esr ons whic ve m laid before the Com- 

method ee * Se looking to mittee on Pacific Railroads. I do not mean to say that any of 
these misstatements are willful, but I do say that they misrepre- 

sent the actual facts. The gentleman from Missouri Lar. Hus- 
BARD] declared that very much better propositions had Leen made 
to the committee than the one it has reported to the House, and 
th. re was something of a sneer in what he said to the effect that 
the committee, abandoning those that were better, had selected the 
worst of all that had been brought to its attention. I deny it. 
















Mr. What is it? The “s ” aide y : 
gentleman spoke of the ‘‘ better” proposition made by Mr. 
‘jee . 8 Sau, teetaaiice antche on On Pierce. That proposition was that the Union Pacitic road shouid 
editorial morning, January 3, 3 article on this = oe be authorized to place a mortgage of $100,000,000 upon the prop- 

another page. a’ upon - om = with which they would remove the now prior lien. 

tein dan ocala ane ‘een ie he i cn a ee mg = bonds the Government was to 
horse. peopie accept thirty-five millions. Its lien. mind you, not superior, but 
Ggaat are intrested in tt collection we ep of - only equal tothat of the other bondholders—in amount, $65,000,000. 
were eliminated. they would take very little lntorest in the balance of its debt, it was to accept stock or a 2 per 
“= -— joel’ ae ee ee ee eee cent bond, secured by asecond mortgage. That was the so-called 
Union. the of California are no inore direstly oan Pierce proposition. The gentleman from Missouri made his fig- 
cerned in the Of the debe than the people of Maine. The thing ' ures upon that as though each year there would certainly bea 
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payment, as though the interest on the whole would be met, and 
as though the Government would be taking no risk in cores | 
in this mortgage where there would be $05, 000,000 of at least 
equal to its own, which it might be compelled to advance in order 
to protect its own; and he assumes that is a better proposition 
than that of the bill. Again, the gentleman referred to what he 
called the Hubbard proposition. What was that? It was that 
the principal of the debt of the Government should be paid at 
once; the balance of the debt to be extended and paid with a 2 per 
cent income boad, That is, the bond would be paid if the com- 
pany had the income. But, sir, the # geen of the company 
making good this proposition depended upon its ability to ex- 
tend its firet ere so as to enable them to borrow the money 
which would be oe to the Government. 

How could wedothat? Whereisthe authority? This Hubbard 
prevosition was not made authoritatively. It was not made by 
the ‘ Sentral Pacific Company. It was the idea of a single man 
who represented an estate that held some of the securities of one 
of the Central Pacific roads. No wuathoritative proposition of 
thet kind has been made, and no man has the authority to say 
that itis within the limit of possibility. Yet the gentleman from 
Missouri, without that ingenuousness that onght to have charac- 
terized him, ciscassed this as a feasible business proposition, and 
censured the committee for ——- the proposition they had 
aavocated rather than the other. thought this course was 
scarcely fair, and I would have been greatly astonished if it had 
not been for some other ee Sa that the gentle- 
ruan made. He told us that the Ocentral Pacific Railroad. had 
made a clear net profit in the building of its road of $52,000,000, 
and the Union Pacific a profit of $44,000,600 out of construction. 

Mr. Chairman, the entire resources of the Central Pacific road 
were $27,000, 600 in subsidy. bonds and $27,000,000 in first-mortgage 
bons, Remember, gentiemen, that those bonds were currency 
bonds. Gentlemen talk of the bountiful largess of the United 
States in passing the act of 1862 and the act cf 1864. The act of 
1862 provided for the subsidies and largely the land graut that sub- 
sequently came to the road; yet for more than two years those 
companies were absolutely powerless to move. We were in the 
midst of a great war. Within sixty days after the e of the 
second act the notes of the United Bates were sold in the market 
for 38 cents on the dollar. The Government did not give to these 
corporations doliars; it gave to them all it had; it gave them 
honds-——depreciated bonds, 

Under the first act the provisional companies fruitless 
be myted to raise money, Congress at that time Foam arene’ of 

gigantic character of this enterprise; and in addition to the land 
gr ants, in addition to the subsidies, it authorized a stock subscrip- 
tion of $160,000,000. It was believed that the land grants and the 

subsidies and the stock would all be needed to build these roads. 

Gentlemen will remember the differing conditions now and 
= n—-the difference in the cost of construction now and then. 

Now the construction of those roads would bea simple matter, with 
our knowledge of the geography and topography of that country. 
Ai] meu know now that the sod is feasible; then the fact was 
known only te the explorers and the few people who had crossed 
the thousands of miles of wilderness between the settlements upon 
the Mississippi River and the Pacific coast. Men could not be 
indaced: to engage in tho enterprise. The law required that the 
atock booke of the eon ot Gow: opened in all the cipal cities 
of the United oe subscriptions. It limited the amount 
of stock that each single individnal Tnight take to inconsiderable 
sums. Yet with all be efforts that were made—the president of 
thi 1t provisional company was an honored citizen of my own 

state—we knew what was going on—we in Iowa were as much 
inter ested | in this enterprise as any one of you people—we observed 
with solicitude and constant watchfulness what was being done— 
we were conipelled to note that the money of this country would | 
not flos w into this questionable enterprise. 

“hen came the act of 1864, During those two years, be it re- 
aiiatens d, no progress of any kind had been made; not a pound 
of iron had been secured—not a spike, not a spade had yet gone 
into the earth. Then Congress extended the land grant and 
acthorized the issuance of bonds in amounts equal to the sub- 
sidies, which were to have the preference over the Government's 
mort vage, Yet, with that wonderful stimulss, it was a year and 

a half before any operations were begun on this side; and they 
were very meager ones in the valley of the Sacramento River, upon 
the other coast.’ Less than 20 miles had been built there—none 
- ail here—-up to the fall of 1865. After the close of the war the 

bends had somewhat appreciated and were scld, the first ones at 
a loss of 20 vents on every dollar to the corporation. 

Now. I want to call the attention of the gentleman to the seri- 
ous error he made. The total amount of the teceipts of the Cen- 

tral Pacific road from the sale of bonds at 70 cents—a few of them | 
a sold at a higher price—was $39,200 Remember that in 
constraction the land-grant m wasnot available. Remem- 
ber that there was scarcely a do of stock available, gentle- 


















these that this question has been beclouded. me 
I dc not know whether money was made ont of this 

I presume it was. I am not here to defend or to 

men who were early i 

that if they made money out of this 

the rise in the securities that they ed 

the stock of those it was valueless; no sore 

paid, nor were any dividends made for years What- 

ever there was of value in the stock came from the successful 
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building of the read and the successful afterwards. 
I only roles so take Sonenee | SSS eee 
cS a not, = Fo bring bring, them here af r 
weights against 4 

I am advised of le 


fall of the of the men 

with the Union Pacific road that among alo them 
iving who owns one of :the securities 

one of the security holders—who 

Union Pacific securities, are not oe ot whom these 

have been leveling their lances. 


iod there is not, sofar kno . 
ra aerene Sean Shae 
ment, These men who are 

f life l Thasseeel 
stage o fo long, one, ago. men areyin large 


foreign bondh road, and are to save 

for themselves; not the first-mo: one, but also 
some of the third-m bon and to some tho 
stockholders, who the fact that under a foreclosure all 


is lost to them. 

Mr. Chairman, I desire this committee to look the facts that 
confront us squarely in the face. These two companies owe 
United States, after appropriating every available daar in their 


respective si _— 
debt is secured second mortgage on about ‘miles of 
trunk railroad, nn oe coon of 


mnie in Omaha, Kansas City, ver, or San Francisco. | 
to the mortgage of the Uni States on these same miles of rail- y 
road there is a first mo: , given to secure 
with interest, ves Saag ,000. It is the 
competent coe that the ——— 2,200 miles of railroad is 
worth but more than $64,000,000. oS ei 
the Government can to realize on its a 
foreclosure of its mortgage, it pay off the 
secured by the first mortgage. Aa rE 
a ea. 
that may pursued 
Fist dabet heneaee 
MS oder ee 
n orger 
for im own a conn 
ing lien on 6 
of the first- 
pose that the 
available funds now in the sinking 
the obligations to the Government. That will re 
ness to the Government of these roads sever: 
perhapsasmuchastwenty millions. We 
| ever, of $41 nw 000 of 
| interest. 


oie 


Government must advance before it can have any title 
After the Government has title to the road, the 
indebtedn ess is still unpaid, bee 


over $100,000,000 for the two roads, there 
mass of interest that has been accumulating on $¢ 
1868—more than $70,000,000. Do = * do t 

bound to be the loser. The 
worth these twosums. It has 


would not sell to-day for the maa the 
I believe that could be duplicated to 
that amount. I have no doubt, in fact, 
| with many experts in railway 

opinion of all men that these 
roads on which the Government has a li 












the indebtedness due now from these tions. Not 
but it means the expenditure of $61,000,000, which, with 
uent interest, amounts to about 000,00i}, or nearly that, 

that we shall have to pay before we have the title. Then 
comes the question, If we do not desire to continue the owner- 


. CANNON. Will the tleman allow me to ask him a 
nestion of fact right there? I understand him to say that if 
See is no under existing law, with foreclosure, the 
Government would have to pay off, without any further legisla- 


in | all of 








because I assume that the Government dispose tion, say $64,000,000 of the first lien? 
its railroad insome way. I a beready| Mr. BURN. I am not tive that the Secretary of the 
to enter upon in Why, Mr. 


Treasury could pay that off without legislation. I am not pre- 
= to say wea dhe these payments could be made to that ex- 
t. Thesinking fund, however, could certainly be used for that 


. POWERS. The act of 1887 isa eae that the Sec- 
of the Treasury shall pay it off. 
Mr. GROSVENOR. Then it would have to be paid. 
. HEPBURN. Then it would have to be paid. I thank the 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Powrrs}. 
Mr. CANNON. Then I understand the money goes out of the 
to redeem from the first mortgage. Now, another ques- 
be road is to besold under that act of 1887. Am I correct 


about that? 
Mr. POWERS. Under the act of 1897. 
Mr. CANNON. For what it will bring? 
Mr. POWERS. The process of foreclosure in the Federal courts 
always resultsinasale. That is the proper Federal procedure. 
Mr. CANNON, To sell for what it will bring. 
Mr. POWERS. To sell for what it will bring, to the-highest 


dder. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, has the gentleman any information that 
if that decree were entered to-day, and this sale advertised, the 
road would bring any more than $64,000,000 that the Govern- 


Mr. HEPBURN. All the information that we have is to the 
effect that the roads could not sell for more than the subsidy 
peo Saami te oe has ever — so far as my knowl- 

an to contrary, and he said the same ina 
formal report that he made to the President. Afterwards he 
changed iied and thought perhaps it would sel! for 50 per 
cent of the pal, in ition to the amount of the first-mort- 
gage bonds. But that was simply a conjecture. He did not 
assume to have any information upon the subject. 

Now, gentlemen, that is the situation. We would then, instead 
of having a loss of our debt, have a new expenditure by the Goy- 

the United States amounting to riearly 864,000,000, 
and we would have no compensation for that and no justification 
of our act euresmiiieesa. Now the Government has invested 

Mr. COOPER 4 in the roads more than $100,000,000. Then it would have invested 

Mr. HEPBURN. I said this was the entering wedge, and that | in the roads more than $164,000,000. We would have a railroad 
the advocates of it were-so persistent now because they recog- | without terminals on our hands, that we could build or replace 
nized the fact that it was an entering wedge—that it is the begin- | for leas than the money—this $64,000,000—that we would have to 
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Mr. HEPBURN. For 
Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. For the purpeseof asking a ques- 


eee 
Mr. HEPBURN. Well, the gentlemar come to his ques- 


tion? 

' Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin, Do you assert that this question 
of Government ownership of these railroads in the U: States 
Pein in the foreclosure of the Government lien on these 


HEPBURN. Idonot. Idid notsaysc. If the gentleman 
paid me the t to listen at the proper time, he wouJd 
have known that I not say that. 
of Wisconsin. I heard you discussing that. 
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of what they desire. advance. 
Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Will you answer one more ques-| Now, that is a business tion, and that is the one that 
tion? ‘ stares the members of this in thefacenow. Gentlemen say 
Mr. HEPBURN. Oh, I should prefer not to be interrupted. that they think that the railroad companies, the corporations, 
The declines to yield. _| ought to do something better than this; that we ought to have a 
“sy as od, — tion than this. The Committee on the Pacific Roads 
does believe that entering wedge? Congress brought in a proposition. The companies 
believe that it will be followed on and on and 7. matier at | said they could not comply with its terms, but some of the Com- 
what , until every mile of railway in the United States is | mittee om Pacific Roads then believed they could. It provided 
under the contrel and of the United States Govern- | that the subsidy bonds should be paid off, and that we wou!d ex- 
ment? Look at every repeated over and over again as | tend the interest for a series of years at 3 per cent. 
the years go by. If there is one thing above all others that | Mr. POWERS. If the gentleman will pardon me to interrupt 
that whtsushaal Pepaiiad pastyrie addicted to, itisto this | him, it provided that the first-mortgage debt should be paid off, 
of railway ownership by the Government. Each a ee 
a in part, ‘‘the fundamental and eternal” . HEPBURN. Now, you will notice how these gentlemen 
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ition. They insisted then that that was not 


sistent in insisting that railway ownership and operation by ihe | a security. ‘ou, it removed everything that lay above the 
Government are essential to the happiness and prosperity of tho lien of the United ; everything superior to it: and we would 
on and by have a first lien upon every mile of the aided roads. They told 
of the roads is what trom California desire. | us that that was not sufficient security. And these gentlemen 
It is because of that desire pets ton ps the bill. It is for | that are now ing this measure attacked that with the same 
such ownership that the article Tread contends, | vehemence that they dothe present proposition. Then they were 

I do not believe that we are ready to go that experiment. | disposed to deny the ulterior or underlying purposes that animate 


And whatever the Populist party may mean, we know that | them, namely, the especial benefits that would inure to the State 
the gentlemen fypm California mean that; Sa ak Ce ok of California. Those gentlemen complained of the burdens that 


s tell us that the payment of the debt, the doing of they were under. They groaned under the exactions that Mr. 
hance interested in, the complete wiping out of | Hun and other persons controlling the Central Pacific road 
the relation of creditor and debtor between these corporations upon them; and yet here is a great city, the wealthiest 
and the United States—that if that could be accomplished: city of* ite ‘ ly, within the limits of the United 
ing down the money in the Treasury, the people of States. Do you believe that if the exactions were so burdensoine, 
“would suffer the bitterest samy egress % if the burdens were so great, those men of enterprise and intelli- 
' Now, Mr. Chairman, I believe this proposition of foreclos- | gence, of colossal wealth, would lay under them from year ‘vo year 
ure under the law as it now exists simply means the total loss of | and submit to the lash, be prodded with the goal, and simply 
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it. They would parallel the Centr 
petition in their traffic. 

Mr. POWERS. Wii the gentleman yield to me? 
ask the gentleman from Iowa if it did not appear before the com- 
mittee that the freight rates and the passenger rates of the State 
of California were to-day, under the load of this octopus, lower 
than they are in New England? 

Mr. MORSE. I. know that is so from personal knowledge of 
shipment of freight te San Francisco. 

Mr. HEPBITRN. I believe that is so. 

Mr. POWERS. Did it not appear that the regulation of the 


freight rates in the State of California is under a board of railroad | 


commissioners elected by the people of that State? 
Mr. HEPBURN. That appeared. There is no question abont 
that. 

Mr. LACEY. ‘Will my colleague yield for a correction of a 
statement meade by the gentleman from Vermont as to the com- 
pulsory payment ofthe debt? I findon an examination of the stat- 
ute it is optional with the President to order the ce 

Mr. HEPBURN. Very well. Undoubtedly the President of | 


| says, in his last Railroad Manual, that 





tne United States would do that. He certainly would not seize 
upon this property and hold it, relying upon the fact that the | 
owners of the first-mortgage bonds could not sue the United | 
States, had no compulsory process against the United States, and | 
no power to comin them to do right and justice. I take it that 
he would make that payment just as certainly as though the 
statutes said he should «lo that. 

Mr. Chairman, we have one other proposition, and that is to do 
nothing. We could sit here quietly; we could instruct the Secre- 
tary todo nothing in this behalf, and allow the first-mo bond- 
holders to proceed. Who would probably be the bidders? Cer- 
tainly it would be those —— whohavean interest other than that 
of the mere shippers. hoarethose? Thosepersons who hold the 
securities of the railroad—the first-mortgage bondholders. They 
would be the active cnes who would move in this enterprise, and if 
the present company were content to stand out of the way and let 
them have the roads they would probably take them by securing 
that lien, which would give them title. We are confident, how- 
ever, that no. bidder would appear who would offer the amount of 
the principal of the Government debt and the first-mo: bonds. 
Reinember that those ag te now $126,000,000, less the sum that 
is in the sinking fand, something like $20,000,000. They aggregate 
at least $16,000,000, but the Government would probably = 
sinking fand to the payment of the interest, in which case the two 
debts—without interest—would be more than $126,000,000. 

Now, is it probable that any bidder can be found within the 
length and breadth of the United States or elsewhere who would 
pay $126,000,000 for these roads, more than $50,000 a mile, when 
there are men standing ready to-day to duplicate the roads for 
balf that sum per mile? Gentlemen seem to think that there is 
nothing in the fact that we do not own or have a lien upon the 
terminals, I presume that some kind of an arrangement could be 
made. I recognize the fact that in some instances the terminals 
are not of great advantage without connection with the Union or 
the Central Pacific road, but there are certain other cases where 
participation in the business of the terminals would not be a mat- 
ter of trifling importance, At ali events, the right to use them 
could oniy result from purchase, and the fact of the necessity of 
paying for that right would, to taat extent, diminish the value of 
che roads te the purchaser under foreclosure p So 
that it is 2 matter of importance from any point of view. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, as I have said, for my part this proposi- 
tion is not just what I would desire. I undertake to say that no 
member of the committee is entirely satisfied with it. We would 
have been better pleased if we could have secured larger annual 
payments and shorter time, but we present it to you as the best 
and most feasible settlement that we believe to be inable. We 
have no hope of anything better, and from the estimate I have 
been able to make of the probable earnings of these roads, that is 
all that can be got from ‘iam, and that a demand for larger sums 
would cimply m.2an continued and renewed periods of bankruptcy, 
when ‘the roads would ve operated, to their great advantage,” 
according to my friend from Colorado [Mr. SHarrors), by a re- 
cetver. According to my friend's theory, a corporation is always 
better off the nearer it approaches to ab.olute poverty and bank- 
ruptey. When it becomes utterly unable to meet its obligations 
and falls into the hands of a receiver, an officer of the United 
States, presto, it is at once rejuvenated, its condition is immedi- 
ately bettered, and the results—he did not say the results to the 
stockholders and bondholders, however—are immensely improved. 
jLaughter.} Whata boon the gentleman’s advice will be to all 
struggling corporations in this country, the officers of some of 
which are lying awake nights in fear of the losses and the igno- 
minies that will result from the strong hand of the United States 
being placed upon their properties and those properties being op- 
ersted withont their experience, their aid, their consent. 

I admit, Mr. Chairman, that we do not get by this bill that per- 
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content themselves with whimpering to Congress? Not a bit of | fect security which I wish wecould get;. 
Pacific road and have com- | us better security than we have now. I 
| affirming that we increase 
I desire to 


the securi 
Union Pacific Company, and we 


| the case of the Central Pacific, n 


both instances we authorize an 


inerease fir 
_ Gentlemen belittle the security that is to be given 
| ment in the coo R 


peration of the Southern t 
oany in the payment of the debt of the t 
Mr. Chairman, there is the donation of $2,500,000 belc 
Southern Pacific road, which comes in as ; 

certainly seems to indicate good faith. 

taken. Then we have the guaranty of 

pany. I do not know just what it is worth, 


a aes een and it — to 

of that kind of a rantor is worth something. 

what value the Sacthern Pacific Com 

the Central, but I suppose they 

that they desire its continuation. 

believe that it will be lost if the 

— I eee no mee fp ligations 

will prevent o. ° gt 
Now, gentlemen, this House can of course refuse to | ot 

measure. Ween ne agen nore eee 

can have another hearing. e can gather more on 

subject. Thegentlemanfrom Missouri . HUBBARD 

that there were not facts enough brought outfor him. Wh 

Chairman, there are volumes of facts bearing upon this 

that would have answered every question that seems to | 


me gentleman's mind had he seen fit to examine and 
em. 


to 
refused to look to the testimony heretofore gi 
facts no more pertinent when ay were an 
now. The gentleman claims that there are no proofs 
would operate on his mind. [Applause.] 

Here the hammer fell.] : 


ne CHAIRMAN. The hour of 5 o’clock having arrived, the 
committee will rise. 


The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker vil 
resumed the chair, Mr. Payne, from the ‘Committee notes 
Whole, reported that they had had under House 
bill No, 8189 and had come to no resolution thereon. 
SENATE BILLS REFERRED, ~ ee 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills were 
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

A bill (S. $085) granti: 2 to Mrs. Elizabeth Gnash— 


to the Committee on Tine til «tale 
A bill (8, 2388) for the relief of Joshua Bishop—to the Com- 
district attorney and Q 


mittee on : 
A bill (S. 811) to provide a a marshal for 
the western judicial district of the State of South Carolina--to 


the Committee on the Judiciary f 
ae ts a oc ee eee 
ands erein or a 
Committee agi alee Wabi Teaiiie. ak . pals ae 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. Pou rae - 
The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to ask permission of the 
House that the session be extended until he can: one or 
two messages from the President of the U: ites. is there 
objection? The Chair hears none. ts 


SLAUGHTER OF CATTLE, 


The SPEAKER laid before the eee eee of 
the President — ee States; —— was read, : 4. with the 
accompanying uments, referred to Committee o Agricul- 
ture, and ordered to be printed: : he 

To the House of Representati 


ves: 

I transmit here in response to the resolution 
guntativen of aiay 8, 1h requesting information. 
‘or the 


of th 
to Wl 


oe out the pre 
an to aeglieiian aa Department of 


ieee Departmen’ 


1896, as to Dn 
fication of the 
States at the 
panying papers. 


E 


of entry, a 


XECUTIVE MANSION, p 
Washington, January 8, 1897. oe 
OFFICIAL FORCE OF STATE DEPARTMENT. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fe 
the President of the United States; which was 
accompanying documents, referred to the 
in the Civil Serviee, and ordered to be 
To the House of : 
I transmit herewith. 
 eeper 
4th day of March, 1898. 
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Sam dens 

has boen perigee eS of Decosher 90, ont because, had not the House been declared in recess until this time 

ies franmaniaion the Howse of han been ‘BY MY | by the Speaker under the rule, it would have continued in session 

GROVER CLEVELAND. | until a motion to adjourn or to take a recess had been made. The 

MANSION, Speaker having determined at that time that clause 2 of thule XXVI 

January 8, 1897. 7 was in operation with t to this evening’s business, a point 

The SPEAKER (at 5 o’clock and 4 minutes p. m.). In accord-| of order now comes too late. The Chair therefore overrules the 
ance with the rule of the House, the House now stands in recess | point of order made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

unti! 8 o'clock this for the pension session, when the Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I respectfully appeal from the 

tleman from New York, Mr. Payne, will please act as - | ruling of the Chair 





The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentloman frem Pennsyl- 
Vania appeals; and the question is, Shall the decision ef the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House? 

The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr. 
ERpMAN) there were—ayes 56, noes 1. 

Mr. ERDMAN. No quorum. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The recess having expired, the House at 8 o’clock p, m. re- 
Srrcocion ak ne aaah te elias’ by Mr. Patna os 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evidently no quorum is present. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will report clause2of| Mr. THOMAS. I move a call of the House. 
Rule A call of the House was ordered. 


The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, when the following members 


The House shall on each Friday at 5 o'clock failed tc answer to their names: 


‘Sills for ‘the removal 
Wo 








o'clock, at which evening private pension = 
and of shall ba Abbott, Dinsmore, Little, Russell, Conn. 
colidered, aid evening iblisemovind charge relock and a | Acheson, Dockery, Livingston, _Hussoll, Ga. 
a - , ; ’ a “4 ng, 

Mr. THOMAS. I move that the House resolve itself into Com- Ait, wor. ellete” —— lene, 
mittee of the Whole House for the consideration on Aldrich i Fischer, Maddox, Settle, 
the Calendar under Rule XXVI. Anderson. Floteher en en 

SS i sian eS poet of ents, ite ciaiald APeal Foote, ; McCall, Mass Shaw. | 

pro tempore. gentleman Jall, Tenn. Shuford, 

Mr. ERDMAN. The point of order is that the fo. ; poner te — 
under which the House is now st yaa for the discussion | Babcock, Gillet, N. Y. McOreary, Ky. Smith, Mich. 
at ge time of the Paciiic ro under So Sa A aun. McEwan, sae, 
rule, does not permit our Committee Whole . Good MoLaut i 
for pension bostnass, ea tadicated in the mation of the gentleman = Grid, — southwiet 

‘That the said ica ne Pacific i funding bill—shall be pera N.Y Groneasr, Mercer, stale 
mare cas poverebog gure gebete suring ta day eating” | Breck” | Grows Mayers tan 
Siilciomocdtien id bilshallbeopentonindiaentondcomsdorstin—~| Bo, HIM ana Sen 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. Will the gentleman read a tt, —. a Seem Se ee 
a 3 ERDMAN (continuing the reading) . Harner pee. 2. c rretl . 

a 8, inor, Wis. Strowd, N. ©. 
under the Sve-minute rule until 5 p. m. the following day, at which time the Bosnee. a Sa pubewes. 
committee Fine, ot. Brewster. Heatwole, Money Swanson, 

Now, that was the order which a ted the Bromwell, Heiner, Pa. Moody, Talbert, 
order of business Friday private day. I have an | Brosius. anwar, nee quemey, 
ee seh I propose to offer i the ae ee bill. ——.. Hort Conn. Murphy Terry, 

business order now, considera pension Buck, epburn, urray, Thorp, 
business, There wasno reservation anywhere in the special order | Bull, cks, Newlands, Towne, 
saying that this evening should be devoted to pensions. The spe- | (8240. a ———, qeeeewell, 
cial rule abrogates the general rule; and therefore the motion of Onicher ier, Hop Odell, Turner, Ga. 
bc? rane from is not in order. Clark, lore. — Ogden, Turner, Va. 

; . I suggest that the t of the gentleman from : . a pan onubs 
Pennsylvania [Mr. ERpMAN], even if it were well taken, comes Cocky ; Hutick, a Seavert 
too late. At 5 o'clock this oon the question arose as to the | Coffin, Huling, Parker, Walker, Mass 
recess under the general rules of the House until § o'clock for the | Crea Hulsision, © Faarmon™ «Wah 
co ess ouse too , ons, eee Bert 
recess. If the salealon feat the hee now urges was good, 7 Wis Johnson, Cal Perkins 6 ema t yhto, 
it should have been made at that It is too late to make the | Goris ee a Wellington, 
point after the House has taken the recess and has reconvened | Gowen. : Sites’ BL aa 
under a rule,"because the House has already conclusively acted wiley, oy, Powers, Williams, 

u matter. iP, em, Ce, illis, 
‘Mir. ERDMAN. 1 will ak the gentleman how the point of Cummings Kicborg, Gules, Wine ww 
orde: could have been raised that time ulp, 3 ison, 8 3. 

i LACEY. = as raise it now. Dalzel Lawson Reyburn, Wovodacd, , 

- ERDMAN. No, sir; this is raised on a motion. Da Scledast a ee eee 

Mr. LACEY. When the Speaker made his announcement, the | DeArmond —- SS peer, 
gentleman could have suggested that the recess could not be sm Dingley, Lewis, — ” mee 
pomp goon rule, because —- rule had been suspended by oe members subsequently reported ‘‘ present” under 

rule ander which House was acting. That was | the rule: 
the time to make the point, if at all. It is too late now. Mr. CaickreriIne, Mr. Dinsmore, Mr. De Axmonp, Mr. Gu- 

Mr. THOMAS. If anything could be assumed from the special | Let of New York, Mr. Pucu, Mr. Snover, Mr. Sparkman, Mr. 

pry Poe cara pe Pacific Railroad aria fact that the | Sore, eer ee a WIison of New York. 
c general debate was fixed er en During the the following proceedings took place: 

with a provision that amendments should then be offered un Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I think it i ovtieat that we will 
50 enetow, Bere ee that the special | not be able to get a quorum to-night within the time that this 
oe ee coger 5 Me aa be ie of ae ees ee a under the rule. I therefore move that the 
under XXVI, which been read Clerk. ouse do now adjourn. 
ene I am willing to leave the question for the decision of eee was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 19, 

$ noes 39. 

The SPEAKER pro Whether tho order| So the House refused to adjourn. 
adopted by the House is in with clause 2otRule RXV may Mr. CRISP. Mr. Sresker't ask that my colleague, Mr. Les- 
be aq but in the opinion of the Chair the point of order, | TER, be excused from attendance to-night on account of sickness. 
if should ‘ 
= — been aaa 5 — : Tie House could mn an a ob ohana adage a eens. 

recess Spesker from 5 o'clock until8 except A JK. a er, the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
under by the 2 of Hale AXVI.” When leg engrtinn aan was ~— Mr. Brosivs, is siaest on account of iliness, and Iask that 
= Speaker power of any member to raise excused. 

point of order; and it should have teten valoed. Ghent eters There was no objection. 








The SPBAKER pro tempore. One hundred and twelve mem- 
bers are present, as shown by the roll call. 
- THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, ! offer the resolution I send to the 


7) he Clerk read as follows: 

Reecierd, That the Sergeant-at-Arms take into eusted te the 
bar nf the Bone such its members as are now abser hes leave 

The question was taken on the adoption of the resolution; andon 
a division there were—-ayes 55, noes 32. 

Se the motion was a 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Tbe question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 33, 
now HO. 

So the motion was rejected. 

Mr. HENDRICK. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask unanimous con- 
sent to put upon its passage at this time a bill to pension a blind 
woman, the widow of a soldier. 

The SPEAKER pro tenmtpore. No quoram being present, the 
Chair can not entertain the gentieman’s request. 

Mr. HENDRICK. I thought the Chair had amnounced the pres- 
ence of aquorum. [Laughter.| 

Mr. SHERMAN. [If in order, I will move to take a recess until 
12 o'clock te#morrow,. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That motion would not be im 
order withent a quorum. 

My. BOWERS. Mr. Speaker, I move that further proceedings 

wider the call be dispensed with 


Abbott, 
Acheson, 
Adams, 
Aitken, 
Aldrich, TH. 
Aldrich, W. F. 
Allen, Misa. 
Anderson, 
Apsley, 
Arnold, R. L 
Atwood, 
Avery, 


men Fle 


oe 
4 


The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 45, | 


noes is. 
So the motion was rejected. 


Mr. HOOSER and Mr. BOWERS moved that the House ad- | 


journ. 


‘Tse question was taker; and on a division there were—ayes 38, 


NhGe# OL. 


So the motion was rejected, 


Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. | 


I want te know if it would be im order to submit a few remarks 
on the geaeral perversity and cussedness of human nature in a 
eral and of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ERvMAN 
particular? ane aughter. | 

The SPEAKER pro Sein The Chair thinks that im the 


i € ‘atchings, 
| Clark, Iowa 
Clarke, Ala. 


judyment of the gentleman from Indiama [Mr. Harpy] that is | ‘of 
i ¢ ie order, and the Chair is of the same opinion. [Laughter.] | 
THOMAS. . Mr. ae I move that further proceedings ) 


uae the call be dispensed with 

The question was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced | 
that the noes appeared to have it. 

On a division (demanded by Mr. CooKE of Tlinois and Mr. 
THomAs;, there were—ayes 40, noes 52 

Mr. THOMAS. I ask for tellers. 

Tellers were refused, 34 members, not a sufficient number, vot- 
ing i» favor thereof. 


ss 


Mr. HULL, Mr. Speaker, Lunderstood a parliamentary inquiry | 


was sithmitted to the Chair a few moments ago, and we have not 
yet heard the decision of the Chair. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair announced that. the 
propositios: of the gentleman from Indiana was not in order, an 
had been sm decided. 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adj: im 
‘The question was taken; and there were—ayes 46, noes 47. 
Mr. * PHOMAS. Tellers, Mr. Speaker. 
Ky ere were ordered; and the Speaker pro tempore appointed 
THowas and Mr. Erpmay. 
“ip he House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 52, noes 47. 
Mr. FAIRCHILD and Mr. MAHANY demanded the yeas and | 
THEY'S, 
‘Tae yeas and nays were ordered. 


Ths question was taken; and there were—yeas 47, nays 72, not 
voting 29¢; as follows: 


Araiid. Pa. 
Baier, Kaas. 
Rurtlett. Ga, 
Sishop, 
Bears, 
Caldurhead, 
iiarit, Mie. 
Cooke, TL « 
frist, 
Curtis, fowa 
Curtia, N. ¥. 
Danteis, 


Adfrich, T. EL 

Asn. 0 tab 

Ard: wws, 

Baker, §. BL 

Bartholdt, Burton. Ohio 
Bet, Cato, Chickering, 


Diogiey. 


TheSPEAKER 
Mr. PATIRC 
| quiry. 
is ae 
| 
: 
: 


Mr. It Lay te ported ti te 
cas andthe gettin wold ot vo nde 





3 
9 





Tho House divided and there were—ayes 36. 50. 
So the motion was rejected, 
Mr. BOWERS. I move, Mr. Speaker, that the House do now 
ourn. 
whcccuiiinds won GeennGd in Mgsline pastummerdduciaenced 


: 
| 


to have it. 


The House diviced; and there were—ayes 46, noes 52. 


Mr. JENKINS. I ask for a vote by tellers. 
The EAKER at ty-ni tlemen have 
-nine 
faath tie vor) Callers ane: weteonh: The noes 


is rejected. 
Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I ask for leave of absence on 
account of sickness. 


, bject. 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, many members have been coming 
in since the order for the call of the House. Has a record been 
so as to know the number now present? 

SPEAKER The Chair is informed from the 
Clerk’s desk that 118 mem are present. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, it would seem to me the number 
eee eee There may possibly be an error, and 
am inclined to insist that there is a quoram. 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I move that all further proceed- 
i eaten eee ee ae oe 

e question was taken; Speaker pro tempore announced 

that the noes seemed to have it. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 46, noes 50. 

Mr. McCULLOCH. The yeas and nays, Mr. Speaker. 
The ing the yeas and nays. 
The Las ga ve gentlemen have risen— 
not a sufficient number; eas and nays are refused. The noes 
have it, and the motion is tefocted. 
Mr. LACEY. I move that we take a recess until twenty-nine 


ws) after 10 o'clock. i: 
EAKER tempore. That motion is not in order. 
Mr. LACEY. ‘Then I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The question was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced 
that the noes seemed to have it. 
Mr. LACEY. Division! 


The House divided: and there were—ayes 49, noes 48. 
eS ee The yeas and nays! 
The yeas and nays were 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 52, nays 61, not 
voting 242; as follows: 
5 YEAS —82. 
Curtis, Iowa 
sh = i 
Bartholdt, * E Otjen, 
Bick. Gardner, Lacey, "1 
Calderhead, I oo -— 
Cooke nie Henry Ind. Maren, Treloar, 
Crebther rine, : McClellan, Wises Olio, 
NAYS—6L 
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NOP VOTING—22. 
Abbott, Dingley, Livingston, Sauerhering, 
. . i Sayers, 
Dolliver, on r, — 
. . Sottle, 
ti. Ellett, Loudenslager, Shafroth, 
a a a 
7 re, uford, 
Anderson, Fitzgerald, Maken Simpkins, 
Apsley. Fletcher, McCall, Mass. Skinner, 
RL —. oe Tenn. Smith; Mich. 
Atwood, eClure. Southwick, 
very, Fowler, McCormick Spaiding, 
Babeock, Gamble, McCreary,Ky. Spencer, 
Bailey, Gillett, Mass. McEwan, Stahle, 
Baker, Md. Goodwyn, McLaurin, Stallings, 
Bankhead, Graff, MeMillin, Steele, 
Barbam, Griffin, McRae, Stephenson 
peeaer. Griswold, eiklejohn, Stewart, N.J 
» Grosvenor, ercer, Stewart, Wis. 
N.Y. Grout, Meredith, Stokes, 
Grow, Meyer. Stone, C. W 
Hadley, Stone, W. A. 
Bell, Tex. Hall, Miller, Kans Strait, 
Bennett, Halterman, Milliken, Strowd, N.C. 
* Hanly, Milnes, Sulloway, 
Harmer, Miner, N. Y. Sulzer. 

. , Wis. Swenson, 
Boatner, Mitchell, Talbert, 
Boutelle, rtman, Mondell, Tawney, 
Brewster, Heatwole, Money, Tayler, 
Bromwell, Heiner, Pa. qooay. auery. 
Brosius, Hemenway, orse, orp, 
Brown, . Henderson, Moses, Towne, 
Brumim, Henry Murphy, Tracewell, 
Buck, Hepburn, Murray, Tucker, 
Bull, Hilborn, Newlands, Turner, Ga. 
par owes Fevkine. green, tA sol Va. 

gs, op orthway, yier, 
Clark, lowa Howe, Odell, Van Horn. 
Clarke, Ala. Hubbard, Ogden, Van Voorhis, 
Cobb, Huff, Otey, Wadsworth. 
Cockrell, Hulick Overstreet, Waiker, Mass. 
Coffin, Huling, Owens, Walker, Va 
Colson, Hunter, Patterson, Washington, 
Cook, Wis. Hutcheson, Pearson, Watson, Ind 
Cooper, Fila. Hyde, Pendleton, Watson, Ohio 
Cooper, Tex. J , Perkins, Wellington, 
eRe: Wis. Johnson, Ind. Phillips, heeler, 
Johnson, N.Dak. Pickler, White, 

Cousins, Jones, Pitney, Wither, 
Cowen Joy. Powers, Williams 
Cox. in Kem, Price, Ww iilis, a 

we : Tr, uigg, ison, idaho 
Crump, Kleberg, yo Wiison, S. C. 

Kulp, Reyburn, Woodard, 

Cumm Lawson, Richardson. Woodman, 
Curtis, Lefever, Robertson, La Woomer, 
Curtis. N.Y Leisen Robinson, Pa. Wrignt, 

ll, Lester, . : Yoakum. 
Danford, Lewis, Russell, Conn. 

Dayton, Little, Russel], Ga. 


Mr. THOMAS (at the end of the call). Mr. Speaker, I ask 
un consent to interrupt the roll call for the purpose of 
offering a resolution. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The roll call has been completed, 
but the vote has not yet been announced. 

Mr. THOMAS. I wish to offer the resolution before the vote is 
announced. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not in order until after the 
announcement of vote. 

Mr. THOMAS. Not by unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not by unanimous consent. 


There is not a quorum mt. On this question the yeas are 52 
~ the nays are 61. nays have it, and the motion to adjourn 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I offer the resolution which I 
send to the desk. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, r bo ested tc € epor o the 
House what progress, on, has teak: made eed ns or 4 
deputies, in absent members. 

tempore. The Chair thinks the motion is 
in order, but suggest that the inquiry be made directiy of 
the Arms. 

Mr. THOMAS. I have offered the resolution in good faith, for 
the purpose of ascertaining how efficient the officers of the House 
are, as two hours have elapsed since this call began. 

Mr. WANGER. Mr. Speaker, | move to amend the resolution 
oe “a er” and inserting ‘‘Sergeant-at-Arms.” 

Mr. MAS. I do not accept that amendment, Mr. Speaker, 
for the reason that I suppose the Sergeant-at-Arms is now engaged 
in the active discharge of his duty under the order of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. @ Clerk will report the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

The t was read, as follows: 

Strike out the word “ er;” the resoluticn will read: “ Resolved 
hat the Gorgeant-at-Arme be ene.” ete. — 

Mr. TRACEY. I move to amend the amendment by inserting, 
efter the word “report,” the word “immediately.” 
The amendment was adopted. 


> 





CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, I move to amend 
by striking out thé word “ requested ” and inserting “‘ directed.” 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Baxer of 
New I iampehire, the Speaker pro tempore declared that the ayes 


seemed to have it. 
Mr. CHICKERING. I ask for « division. 
On a division the amendment was ad opted—ayes 45, noes 4. 


The resolution as amended was adopted in this form: 


vlved, Taat the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to report immediately to 
4 I ouse what progress, if any, has been made by him or his deputies in 
ar? resting * absent mem bers, 


The Sergeant at-Arms, accompanied by three members, appeared 
at the bar of the House and reported as follows: 

Mr. see. the Sergeant-at-Arms begs leave to report that, 
in compliance with the order of the House, sundry warrants have 
been issued for the arrest of absent members. Some of them are 
now in process of executicn, and in the meantime the Sergeant-at- 
Armes bas the honor to report the presence of Mr. STALLINGS, Mr. 
von and Mr. KLEBERG, who have been arrested by order 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. STALLINGS, you have been 
absent from the sitting of the House without leave. 
have ysa to offer? 

Mr. STALLINGS. I have not been well for some time, Mr. 
Speaker, and therefore I did not come out to-night. 

Mr. HICKS. Mr. Speaker, I move that the gentleman be 
excused, 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 75, noes 0; and Mr. STALLINGS 
was excused, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. WoopARD, you have been 
absent from the House during its session without leave. What 
exouse have you to offer? 

Mr. WGODARD. I regret to say, Mr. Speaker, that I have 
not so good an excuse as that of the gentleman from Alabama. 
Indeed, I have none. I did not suppose that my presence would 
be nesded this eveaing, but I came as soon as I learned that there 
was no quorum, 

ome BULL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the cee be ex- 
cued 

The tustion was agreed to. 

Mr. BAKER of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary 
inguiry. Can the House excuse a member when it finds itself 
without a quorum? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House hasa right to do any- 
thing in the matteroz procuring the attendance of a qnorum, and 
this is a step in that direction. The gentleman is excused. 

Mr. KLEBERG, you have been absent from the House during its 
seszion. What excuse have you to offer? 

Mr. KLEBERG. I was behind with my correspondence on 
account of sickness, and I did not think my presence would be 
ee tras evening. I have been present on every other occa- 

sion, anc. { hope the House will excuse me. 

Mr. SMITH of Dlinois. Mr. Speaker, is debate in order? 
(Laughter. } 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks it is. 

Mr. SMITH of TRinois. Mr Speaker, I do not rise to say any- 
thing in the way of levity, bak to say that since, under the rules 
of the House, we have Friday night sessions for special business, 
it does seem to me that every member who has the interest of his 
constituents at heart ought to be present to aid in the transaction 
of the business of these sessions the same as at any other time 
during the sitting of Congress. Now, I know, Mr. Speaker-—— 

Mr. HICKS. ve to a point of order, Mr. Speaker. What is 
the question oe before the House? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the motion to 
excuse the gentleman from Texas for his absence. 

fr, SMI‘ f H of Iinois. I know, Mr. Speaker, that there are 
man y members who, during the eight years I have served in Con- 
gress, have never absented themselves during Friday night ses- 
sions avd who never absent themselves during the day sessions of 
Congress. i consider attendance on the one just as important as 
the other. Aad sometimes I think that such a great y of — 
resentatives of this country of ours ought to take into considera- 
tion the seriousness of ail our legislative deliberations and of all 
tne sessions of this House. I know that during the time I have 
nerved here there have been scores of members who have never 
been seen on floor at cook night sessions. Yet we havea 
Committee on Pensions, a Committee on Invalid Pensions, and a 
Comniittee on Military Affairs, the reports of which are all to be 
considered at our Friday night sessions. And I believe that every 
member ought to attend and assist in disposing of the business 
which those committees have presented to this House. 

Wo man on this floor, however, is more willing than myself to 
excuse any brother member for nonattendance, if he has a reason- 
able exeuse. There is none of us who has not plenty of work; 
none of us who has not more work than any single member can 


What excuse | 


RECORD—HOUSBE. 


do; none of us who does not need a and 

least two, besides doing all the work we can elves 
Ido not consider that matters of this character o 

treated as schoolboys’ — in school. We ought tos 

business men and attend to the business we are electe 

to, and seriously consider the interests of our consi 


willing 
I simply wanted to enter my _ 
from Friday night sessions by those who 

ing in performing the duties of this 
tions coming up for consideration 
individuals than the bills 


at Fri Soe 

Saat ne indivi aaa whose 

by the general law, who have not received 

under the general law the relief which they 

posed to be here at our Friday night sessions as 

charity. Weares to consider 

by the general law, and as men of in 

ism, and as American citizens, to deal 

entitled to it under such circumstances. 
I am willing on any occasion to — 

Friday night of each week until past 10 “0 in] 

soldier who has sustained this country, a it 

his flag. ‘‘the Stars and Stripes,” 

mountains and the hills, and who under ea 

obtain the relief which he deserves. Iam 

ing the same time to aid his widow whose case is not a by 

= eet and his orphans who are in the same situation 
pplause 


But during theei ht years [have been heve thene hata Biase 
members who wan their muskets and marched the fla 
and who, session after sessior’, have wor ol tna long 
speeches for home consumption in favor 


many of such men I have known have never been : on 
day nights to help an old soldier, his widow, or his: 
assistance, [Applause. } 
As I have said, I am willing to vote and shall vote to « 
colleague to-night; but I do that ain 
this session Representatives on this floor, e one s 
or the other of this House, will rise equal to the occasion e@x- 


of more 


o- are brought 
are bills to 





hibit their patriotism, their love of country, their love 
soldier—especially if they themselves have marched 1 
same flag—by being here to aid fap melas re 


ber of Congress 
| ie Spake, eee 


Mr. THOMAS. motion 
have THOMAS. Ar. Speaker, Sn manor of ty wish to: t 
the excuse offered by him presents oe ge a: natural to any of 


us; and I hope the motion will 
The question being taken on the meotle of Mr. Tuomas, it was 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Texas is 
Mr. THOMAS. Ioffertheresolution wick ee desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
day) morning, 
Mr. HICKS. deca: fara to a in 
order concerning ¢ 
of = Pacific funding bill preclude any matter of 
would, and that Pg ae of the 
[ Mr. THoMAas] is out of order. % 
BB SPEAKER protempore. The Chair 
ee: THOMAS, I will modify my 
of the Speaker. 
Several Members. Do not 
co nescnt Gee a 
See eaee 
subsequent to the 


agreed to. 
excused. 
ved, Tha’ order directing 
ont uaon' to tae hae abscut mene —— ree ami rua O-TE 
Does not the pending 
The SPEAKER pro The Chair is of 
nae.” 
Mr. THOMAS. I should like to be heard on 
or Tuesday instead of to-morrow, if ae 
Mr. THOMAS, I read 
the bar absent 
I ask the Chair whether the en 





EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXTV, the following executive commu- 
nications were taken from the Speaker's table and referred 
fi . ik ws: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, re 
the Mississippi River from St. 1 
River—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to 
be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a re- 
port as to the suitableness of a public reservation at the intersec- 
tion of Ohio and Louisiana avenues with Tenth and Twelfth 
streets, in the city of Washington, D. C., as a site for the proposed 
heli of records—to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
a a copy of the findings filed by the court in the cases of 
Pat Andrews, administrator of Peter Andrews, deceased; 
e, E. Hendrick, administrator of Catherine E. Sumner, deceased, 
and James Watterson, against The United States—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A. letter from the Postmaster-General, transmitting a report of 
all contracts made for carrying the mails within the year; a report 
on land and water mails established; of allowances made to con- 
treetors, of curtailments of expenses, fines imposed, ete.—to the 
Conmittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting state- 
monts in reply to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of June 5, 1896, concerning employees of the Department—to the 
Cn on Reform in the Civil Service, and ordered to be 
printed, 

A letter from the Attorney-General, transmitting a reply to the 
resolution of the House of presentatives of June 5, 1896, con- 

cerning employees and explaining the delay of the reply—to the 
c ee on Reform in the Civil Service, and calaeh to be 
printer 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILIS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. RAY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (8. 2984) 
entitled ‘An act in relation to contempts of court,” reported the 
same with an amendment in the ye of a substitute, accom- 
panied by a — (No. aes which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIU, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. GRIFFIN, from the Committee on Mili Affairs: 
The bill CH. R. 5756) to correct the page A — of Samuel 
Steinman, of Seo ie, Pa. Soy ida Aaa 

By Mr. ANDREWS, from ittee on ‘tnvalia Pensions: 

The bill (H. R. 9882) granting an increase of pensicn to John 
L. Sanders. (Report No. 2457.) 

The bill (S, 2605) entitled ‘An act a increase of pen- 
sion to James M. Simeral.” (Report 

The bill Ge 2439) entitled ‘‘An act granting a Silicon to Jackson 
Me ie rt No. 2459.) 

ER of oe from the Committee m2 parelia 
potions The bill (H. R. 9418) granting a pension to W 
Hoffner, of Junction ci Kans., late of Company B, Witty fifth 
oe oe Infan (Report. No. eae 
CROWTHER, from the ttee on Invalid Pen- 
‘im The bill = 2481) entitled “An act an increase of 

pension to Charles Edson.” (Report No. 2461.) 

PRY Mr. KIRKPATRICK, i the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions: 

The bill (S. 1690) entitled ‘‘An act granting a pension to Rich- 
oie bill CEL Be. 9318) oe of to Cath 

e bill ( is an increase of pension a- 
tine Clifford, No. set 

By Mr. PI , from the Committee on Invalid eons: 
The. bill (8. 8152 entitled ‘An act granting an increase of 
sion to Ransom 8, Angell, late private of Saoenr First 
inent Wisconsin Cay ” (Report No. 2463. ) 

By Mr, . eee from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
Will (Ho, R granting a pension to Lowell H. Hopkinson. 
(Report No. 346e, 

By Mr. SULLOWAY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (8, 8415 entitled “An act granting a pension to Ella D. 


Cross.” (Re ie: 
By Mr. N, from ee The 
bili “HR 1841) au the restoration of the name of 


Thomas By Carpenter, late captain, Seventeenth United States 


By 
rt of examination and survey of | | bill (. R. 


aul to the mouth of the Missouri | * 


Inf: 
on By M 


, to the rolls of the 
t of retired officers. 
Mr. SNOVER, from the Ceo 


ms aL ‘R. 981) for the relief of William G. Dod, 


Mr. HUTCHESON, from the Com 


9475) for the relief of Calvin T. H 
No. 2469.) 


By Mr. BISHOP, from the Committee on y Affairs: Tho 
bill . R. 8706) to correct the military Seen ae miley. 
(Report No. 2470.) "se 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, ‘eure Qala 
os mndeaton ft folowing ila wah were relerred 
conan tee 


follows: 
ee for ee Ww. orice aid 


dischar, 


\ ek aoe 
Comaniites os Pou Since fois cineca Seat 


on Invalid P. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials — 
ot ie following titles were introduced and Rie oceans as 
‘ollows: 


By Mr. HURLEY: A bill 


Wabingn D roe of Ee Ce 


By Mr. oe REM: uae (i. R. Coranitine 
the people of the Distrigt of Columbia—to the 
OTT wISCHRE, bs 
Mr. FISCHER: A bill (H.R. 9900) donating two o 


cannon balls to 
commana of Now Tonk, No. 3, of 


Warren Post, Pts eg 
N. Y¥.—te the Committee 
B Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. 1.9001) to detach the county of 
Au from the western district cf Missouri and to eee 
same to the eastern district of said State of Missouri—to the 
DY Mr. BABOOGK: A bill i, B. 9902) to the sale of 
i Se Oaatnis oe da be 


rag 
By Mr, MAHON: A bill (HR. 9908) to authorize the 1 
‘ accounts of certain et 


ment of the army officers—to the 
on War 


her 
Mr. MAHANY: A anthorz 
ing the Secretary of War? to to deliews Sra tn ete 


ational Encampment of the the 
isd at Bufalo—to tho Committ on Miltary Aft 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. seek 
Under clause 1 of Rule XU, i nee 


i ~ and ref: 
. BENNETT: “aba ig R. an carla he Camis 
sme ‘ll CHL. R. 9005 the chatige if dekethign trom 
a 
the record of Conrad Conrad Schindler—to the 
By Mr. BERRY: A bill (H. R. 
Featon—to the Committee on War ¢ 











othe Commits Se 
Mi ei A bill (H. R. 9919 for the relief of Mrs. 
peak Waa, of Memphis, —to the Committee on War 
Sg ye to correct the military 

record of H. G. he Comite Military Affairs. 
PETITIONS, ETO. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XX, the follo and 
wage ldo he lary Sk hd rfered ae é seg 
gah Screg Petition of Frank and 150 other 
ctaens ot Ohio, praying for relief Charles L. Bueh- 
the Committe on Claims, Resolution of the Minnesota Historical 
the desecration 


wat Colonial Ware, im favor of » bill 
of the American flag—to the Commitiee on the Judiciary. 
Also, resolutions of the Minneapolis Trades and Labor Council, 
eee eee ne Te 
on * 
By Mr. GIBSON: Petition 
ville, Tenn., asking 
on War isions of the act of March 3, 1883—to the Committee 
on War 


Mr. ane of Ohio: a of J. T; Van Vickle. of New 


against the passage of House biil No, 
te, relating to ye oe, mail matter—to the Committee on 


By Mr. WOOD: ivitenoe i in support of House bill No. 755, to 
remove the of desertion against Edward Wesner—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, Slaese in sup neers of House bill No. 4771, to correct the 
military record of John H. Neidigh—to the Committee on Milits ary 


Also, evidence to accompany House bill No, 4952, for the relief 
of Jubal Grant—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, January 9, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. 
Henry N. Coupen. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE RED RIVER BETWEEN THE STATES OF 
ARKANSAS AND TEXAS. 


Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, in behalf of my colleague [Mr. 
MoRak], I ask consideration of the following bill. It is a very 
short one. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


ey ee Petition of the First Baptist Church of Ae (s. §. lias} to approve and ratify the construction of a bridge across 
—- the of a bill to raise the age of Ss a yecn the States Se ate a eet 2 b oe 
town Arkansas, on ver, Ou 6 'lera rt. 
rate for jr gist fy to 18 years in District of Columbia—to the ern Railway Dap but as rated and owned bs the Texarkeane ond 
Fort — kee ees ay Company to authorize the latter company to main- 
i Posada al Claude Matthews, of . tain said haar. subject to certain stipulations and con- 
Ind. fav ay passage of House bill No. 8273—to the 
mittee on R The bill was read at length. 
By Mr. HILL: Resolution of the Bri (Conn.) Board of | The amendments recommended by the committee were read, as 
Trade, fa @ permanent to the ittee | follows: 
on ays sctions 6 a7 
Al = ti of the B 1 of Trade of , if change number of prevent section Hy lana between sections 6 and 7, 
-~ WE this shall be null and void if actual construction of the 


Bridgeport, Conn. 
Comnifiee on Manfectures en ne ne eee 
=e Siereonane Nemes Seueear oe 0 Stel OF Sines B. rigs ss 


—to the on War Claims. 
Mr, KIBFER: Reeotin of the St. Paul 
gold standard—to the 
G: Petition of Se 


. LEISENRIN 
See Sees pacee tartan coe ee arch ot Hazioton, Ba. 


See beso corres: 


ber of Com- 
on Banking 
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eee wean 
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peceguiitn ot 


: Petition of O. E, Comstock, sr. 


sand 


0.2 ah tt 
to second-class matter—to the 


authorized be not commenced within one year and completed 
three years from the date of approval thereof.’ 


Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I move the adoption of the amend- 
ment recommended by the committee. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. I should like to ask the gentleman from Arkai- 
sas a question. This seems to be a bill to validate the construc- 
tion of a bridge already built, and not the construction of a new 
a | bridge. It is not in the usual form, and I should like to have 

ome eee ore unanimous consent is given. 

Y. The report of the Chief Engineer explains the 
oF a matter. This isa bill that I have called up at the request 
of my absent coll nghter . McRak], who is detained at home by 
the sickness of his I do not know very much about the 
bill; ere sane ee this, “that vit has been approved by the Chief of 

, has the unanimous indorsement 
“= oe ee ee aed is in 5 usual form of bridge bills. 
sane "Well, I have no objection. 

Y. I move the adoption of the amendment recom- 


in i the 

The . Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the [After a pause.] The Chair hearsnone. The 
and | question now is on agreeing to the amendment. 

The ception was taken; and the amendment was agreed to. 

The as amended was ordered toa third reading; and it was 

the third time, and passed. 

On m of Mr. TERRY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 

which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Afr 


POWERS. I call for the regular order. 

HENDERSON. Pending that, I make a motion to recon- 
sider. On page 607 of the Recornp! find the following re 
was adopted by the House last night: 


lution 
Resolved, That the order directing the Sergeant-at-Arms to t: ake 
tody and bring to the bar absent members be made returnable 
morning next, after the reading of the Journdl. 


Imove to reconsider the vote by which that resolution was 


» BENNETT. Mr. Speaker, it was impossible to hear what 


the gentleman said. 
sider the fen oy one gentleman from Iowa moves to recon- 
vote by w the following resolution was ps assed last 
évening. 


nto cus- 
n Tu: day 





S10- 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That the order directing the Sergeant-at-Arms to take into cns- 
ody and br ring to the bar absent members be made returnable on Tuesday 
-next, after the reading of the Journal. 
THOMAS. Is that im order, after the regular order has 
Lenanded? 

SPEAKER, Iftis. 
THOMAS. 
man from lowa. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan desires to be 


and Mz. HENDERSON. The motion is not 






Mr. 


heard. 
Mr. 


DOCKERY 


dehatable. 


Tne SPEAERER. Itis 
HENDERSON, 


Mr. 
igan } hy 
Mr. 


Mr 
oraer, 


es to say. 


POWERS. 


I desire to be heard on the motion of the gentle- 


I will hear what the gentleman from Mich- 


I call for the regular order. 

‘ me SPEAKER. The Chair thinks this is the regular order, 

THOMAS. Mr, Speaker, first I desire to state that the gen- 

glen man was nos present, 

WATSON of Ohio. 
We can not hear one single word. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen will please take their seats and 


Mr. Speaker, I hope we shall have 
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Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, 




































good faith and in the loscnaanal of sora 
at the Frida: ipa magn cree 
| member of ttee on Invalid F 








best of my ability, the the action taken by the House 
that end in view. Therefore, in the first 
tion is well taken that the 
son] has no right to enter t 
momen show aie oak rome ho bap 
resolution was propose to 
every member who attempts to record his 
sition who was not present last evening, 
under arrest, “The record of the House na 
bers were absent and that the House directed t 
Arms to take them into custody and to report on 
That was entirely in Ny will De seen by 







































































800 of the M: and 


The House may, however, 
oa mente r that the 
subsequent tothe day of ee ECT 

Now, that the members put under arrest in pursuance of the 
order of the House would not have a right to | this question 
is clearly shown from clause 2 of Rule XV, which ; 














oT RE OMAR Me, Speaker — he Hones seal Selenatne ee oe 
Me DOCKRIE hall be c Vill, w 
Mr. DOCKERY. f ‘con to submit a parliamentary inquiry— . , 
to know whether it is too late to submit a question of order against | Vides that “ every member present shall vote unless he h 
the reselntion: personal] interest. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is too late to submit a 
point cf order against the SS ws 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I wou e to inquire Chair has 
decided on the ‘regularity of the motion now pending; that is to | Vote unless he has a 
say, whether it displaces the special order of to-day? Now, I 
understand a motion to reconsider is a privileged motion, and 


. we ; to vote. 

thot bring upthe gestation? | Mr. Speake, i it i tron, the ‘Wridey rms ie Be 
The SPEAKER. The resolution involves the arrest of mem- | ®>sent “a ap amin morning ind vote to do awey with the 

bers of the House, which would seem to be a question of privilege. action the Hoase for . the purpose = 


Mr. RENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, in order to avoid interfering 
with the regular order, | am willing that the motion may be 


enters and 4 


Mr. 
Mr. 
day. 


an 


HOMAS. Lam willing th that it should go over until Tues- 


Mr HENDERSON. Let it 
gewclar order is exhausted. I 


fegc lar order, 


Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. A parliamentary inquiry, 


lr. Speaker. 


The SPEAKER. The 
Mr. BAKER of New pshire. 
petent for the gentleman from Iowa to euter a motion to recon- 
been here and voted for the resolution i‘self? 
. You de not know. 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Yes, I do. 
Mr. HENDERSON. ‘You just tell what you do. 

The SPEAKER. There not having been a yea-and-nay vote, 
the Chair can not teke 
ows asks tnanimous consent that this matter be ee 
until after the vote is taken upon the Pacific fun 

Mr. THOMAS. I will agree to that if the gentleman will con- 
sent to have it go over until Pree, a . 
i toa ooo nag ron f airy. 
nderstand that the House last ce etree 
.rms to place under arrest a large 


sider, h- not havin 
Mr, Hf 


Mr. 


END 


WULL. 


yosentatires. 


arrest, and can they 
#PRAKER, 
tion should ge over until Tuesda 
For that reason, 


The { 


Mr. 


Me. 


voto for the resolution 


The SPEAKER. 
to disonss the motion, 
ponemeit. 


OL. 


o not want to interfere with the 


tleman will state it. 


[Langhter.] Now, if question goes over until 

Taesdey, will not those members be at let constructively under 

cipate in the business of the House? 
suck difficulty might arise if the ques- 


Mir. Speaker, I think the matter 
gught to be decided now, because those members will undoubtedly 
desire to vote on the e pending bill 
Mr. HENDERSO: Mr peaker, I think I havea right to enter 
zy maction and let it 
oman from 
gentiensan from Michigan {Mr 
BAKER of New 


he matter i is now before the House, and the 
. THomas] has been 

pshire. 5 I make the 

point dunt the gentleman from Iowa [Mr, ENDERSON] va — 

which was passed last ee and 

therefore it is pot competent for him to move to reconsider . 
Mr. HENDERSON. Thatmakes no difference. I did not vote, 

ané therefore I ara ee to move to reconsider. 

see oe a from Mi has the floor 

some 


















That the gentleman from Iowa HENDERSON] no" 
to make the motion to so eee De ee 
1 of Rule VII, which that —— 

















event of such question.” Now, every io anne who was 
has a personal interest, and amie, wall under the rule, is 












a ta ao ae rh : 
‘sf order is matteror privilege. | gentlemen, I know, say that a part of the legislation at 
these Friday evening sessions is unjust; but, however 








be, it is the duty of oe to be in his seat, so 
the House a quorum, in order that pugs wera 
the defendersof thiscountry. I 
as having objected tothe gentleman from r.E E 
makin objected tothe geteman from Towa (M ecting to th 
vote of every member whom the Recorp shows to be under a 
rest, and I ask the Clerk to read, as a part of my arks, th 
names of the absentees—first those are absent 





over until Monday, after the 








I wish to know if it is com- 







Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise toa p 
inquiry. as eens is to stand ever until 
desire to knew whether Sergeant-at-Arms 
portation, lodging, and food for the prisoners: 
| Laughter. } 
The SPEAKER. TheChair 


inquiry 22 ee in ee oe ae form. - thanughter) Teale Ie 


The SPEAKER. “The gentleman frou Michigan (Mr. Tuomas 
has not yet finished his remarks. 
Mr. HENDERSON. 






of that. The gentleman from 








the Sergeant-at- 
jority of the House of Rep- 





names read as of his remarks? 3 
“ie EAE" aaee ee Oo eae 























that they are already a of the 
Mr. THOMAS. I understand Se 

tue Tiouny obsit od Ge onmemmeel 
of my remarks. 

Mr. HENDERSON, The gontoman might put 
REcoRD, 

Mr. STEELE. I ask consent that the 
rint. He is, of course, more zealous 
uties than any other member of the House. 


(Laughter. ] 
[c in the Hall.]} 
The SPEAKER. The House must bo ta-cnlliel: 
from Michigan is entitled to have the mamas tt 
remarks, ay 
Mr. STEELE. Wouldnot the p b 
write to his constituents ad 
duties? 










































































arrangement is made for post- 





Mr. THOMAS. I now desire to have read by the Clerk, in jus- 
before | tice to members, the names of those who were absent with leave. 
Mr, CHICKERING ne those who came in under the rule 
and were recorded as } 
Mr. . Those ae with leave or who were excused. 
The Clerk read the namesof members who were absent on leave, 
as follows: 


Mr. LitrTim, Mr. Brown, Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi, Mr. Joy, Mr. Brox, 
Mr. oe Pimeacs, a _ GAMBLE, Mr. Herconeson, Mr. Pickise. Mr. Horr, Mr, 
iowa 




















Mr. Dockery, Mr. HAnty, Mr. Kur, Mr. Russeca, of 
. and Mr. Crump. 


inquiry Mr. Nortaway, M>. Strrowp of North Carclin 
Mr. THOMAS. I ask that the Clerk read the list of those mem- Mri a Mr, Com of an Howe, t =, Now (way, Mz. StRowp of North Carclina, 
‘bers absent and The following members subsequently reported ‘‘ present’ under 


the rule: 
Mr. CurckeRine, Mr. Dinsmore, Mr. De ARmMonp, Mr. Gruuier of New 
eX =. Puan, Mr. 8 SNovER, Mr. SPARKMAN, Mr. Sonc, Mr. Tar, and Mr. 
N of New 
Mr. THOMAS. I now desire to submit as part of my remarks 
the names of members for whom warrants have been issued and 
are now in the hands of the Sergeant-at-Arms. I ask the Clerk 
to read the names marked on the list which I send to the desk. 
Mr. HENDERSON. That is not a proper matter to be pre- 
sented—a statement of what the Sergeant-at-Arms has in his 
hands. That is no part of the record. The gentleman has no 
right to introduce that, 
ry. THOMAS. It isa part of my remarks. 
SPEAKER. The gentleman introduces it as part of his 


Mr. HEPBURN. Yes, sir; to this subject. 
The SPEAKER. 41 


will state it. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I alesse halted ho bieilicatibe: 
less than a quorum of this House to make a continuing or contin- 
nous order? 

Mr. THOMAS. see ee 

Mr. HEPBURN. ate SIO enn 46 I understand, may 
renee Coe et session, 

The SPEAKER. mae Clee Murat wo be naeinmente 








Mr. HENDERSON. But how can he make that statement- 

Mr. THOMAS. I will state to the House that I get this infor- 
mation directl from the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. N. That is just why I object to it. The Ser- 
geant-at-Arms is the proper officer to make that showing, and it 
should be made at a time. 

The SPEAKER. ie eeutienen from Michigan is having this 
list read as ‘a part of his remarks. [1 has no official st anding. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask that order be restored. We can 
not understand what is being done or said. 

The SPEAKER called the House to order, and, after order had 
bry = etergee aig ge eee members, having resumed 
order, will keep order will try to insist upon that; 
and he to have ee. pupeintion of allthe members of the 
House. tlemen will cease conversation and remain in their 
























































-order at this an expression of 
er ah tein ving, bet 





Shafroth, seats unless they desire to retire to the cloakroom. The gentle- 
Shannon, man from Michigan will proceed. 
x . THOMAS. ff aase be no objection, I will ask that this 
be published as part of my remarks without being read by 
) . The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
Mr. WELLINGTON. I object. 
Spalding, Mr. THOMAS. Then let the names be read. 
: Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I rise to a point of order. 


The SPEAKER. The a will state it. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I make the point that it is not 
in order for amy member in the course of his remarks to call other 
members by name. I understand thatthe gentleman from Michi- 

proposes to make this list a -< of his remarks, and in doing 


gan 

so he is members of the 
| The ‘SPEAER The Chair does not think the point well 
taken in this instance. 





| The Clerk read as follows: 
| Abbott, Catchings, Grosvenor, Livingston. 
| Acheson, Clark, Lowa, Grout, Long, 
| Adams, Clarke, Ala. Grow, Lorimer, 
Aldrich, W.F.  Gockrell, fait Mada 
-#. terman, Maddox, 
Aldrich, Ti. Coffin, Harmer, Maguire, 
Anderson, Colson, Harris. Mahon 
) . Cooper, Fla. Harrison, McCall, Mass. 
| R.T Cooper, Tex. Hartman, McCall, Tenn. 
| Atwood, Cor Heatwole, McClure, 
| Avery, Cousins, Heiner, Pa. McCormick, 
| Cowen, Hemenway, McCreary, Ky. 
| vy. Orowley, Henderson, McEwan, 
| , Ma. Culberson. Henry, Conn. McLaurin, 
| . Da — Matisjohn, 
Danford, Hitt, Mercer 
q WN. ¥. Dayton, Hopkins, Meredith. 
— ley. Hubbard, Mever, 
iknap, Dolliver, Hulick, , Miles, 
Tex. Ureper. Huling, Miller, Kans. 
Eftett, Hunter, Milliken, 
- Fischer, Hutcheson, Milnes. 
e Fitzgerald, Johnson, Cal. Miner, N. Y. 
Fletcher, Johneon, Ind. Minor, Wis. 
; . Poote, gobusan, N. Dak. gettchenl, 
2, wot Jones, Mondell, 
wv Brewster, Fow ras — Moneys, 
comer, well, Gillett, Mass. err Moody, 
Wright. Goodwyn, Lawson, Morse, 
Griffin, Lefever, Moses, 





Leisenring, M urphy, 





Murray 
Newinwis, 
Noonan, 


Rey burn, 
Richardson 
Robertsen ‘La. 
Odell, Robinson, Pa. 
Ogdcr 

Otey, 

Overstreet, 

Owens 

?atterson, 

Pearso a, 


Pe nde 


Stone, W. A 
Strait, 
Sulloway, 
Sulzer, 
Swanson, 
Talbert, 
Tawney, 
Tayler, 
Terry, 
Therp, 
Towne, 
Tracewell, 
Tucker, 
Turner, Ga. 

ir. PRINCE, I want to correct that roll. I claim the right 
to do so as a question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. This is not a roll which isin any way official 
or su-ject to correction. It is a statement made by the gentile- 
man trom Michigan. It may or may not be true. It is not a 
question of privilege to correct the statement of a member on the 
coe that it is untrue. The gentleman from Michigan will 
pre COL 

Mr. 
sLown-— 

Mr. PRINCE. Will not the gentleman yield for a correction? 

Mr. THOMAS. No; I decline to yield. 

Mr. PRINCE. Iwas here; and that list is incorrect. 

Mr. THOMAS. AH right, if the gentleman wants to make that 
correcticn. Members should bear in mind that this action on my 
part is not directed toward individuals. Many of those whose 
names are on this list have been constant attendants at the Friday 
night meetings, and are leading members of the House. If the 
order is carried out, everyone will have an Sop to present 
his reasons for being absent, and there will ustice done. 
On the other hand, I have been informed that an laa t would 
be mads to prevent business on Friday evenings, so I deem ita 
duty to emphasize the necessity of a quorum. 

Mr. PRINCE. If the — will turn to page 608 of the 
RECORD he will see that I was here and asked that one of ny col- 
leagues be excused. If those members who were here are to be 
punished as well as those who were away, all might as well remain 
away. 

Mr. THOMAS. The inclusion of the gentleman’s name in that 
Mest is undoubtedly an error, and I beg his pardon. The list was 
copied from that of the Sergeant-at- -Arms, 

ire r, PRINCE. Lhope the gentleman wil! have my name stricken 
from that list. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Isuggest that the gentleman from Michigan 
have printed as a part of his remarks his petition for appointment 
as Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. THOMAS. I know of no such petition, and therefore am 
uaanie' to present it for publication. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Iso heard, sir. 

Idr, THOMAS. I presume, Mr, Speaker, that the Sergeant-at- 
Azms has been ongneet in the active discharge of his duty since 
the order of the House was issued; and therefore it may be as- 
vumet that every gentleman whose name was read on that list, 
ani fcr wacm the warrant was issued, is under arrest. 

Clause 4 of Rule XV provides that after being disc from 
arrest they shail be given an opportunity to vote. So it is plainly 
to be inferred from this rule, and the other clause to which I 
called the attention of the Chair a few moments , that these 
gentiesuen who are under arrest should not be owed to vote 
until they are dise from custody by the House; and further 
that the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON] who made the 
motion to reconsider this resolution was out of order for the same 
reason. 

er with this statement I am ready for the decision of the 
Chair 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker. on the point that I had no 
right to submit the motion it is unn consume any of 
the time of the House, because that t shouid have been made 
at the time the motion was submitted. It wastoolate afterwards. 

— THOMAS. I did submit it at the time. 

*, HENDERSON (continuing). And I now demand the pre- 
vious ; question on the motion to reconsider. 

The previous question was ord 


Wi 
Wasnt at 
Watson, Ohio 


Well ington, 


Wheeler, 
White 


Smith, Mich. 
Southwick, 


Spalding, 
Spencer, 


_ 


ered. 
The question was taken on ee the vote adop 


resolution; and on a division (demanded by Mr. Tuomas) 
were-—-ryes 180, noes 19, 

Mr. THOMAS, On this I demand the yeas-and na I desire 
to nave it appear of record that the House refused e yeas and 
nage on this question. 

he yeas and nays were refused, 16 membors only voting in 
favor thereof, 

Bic the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


THOMAS. It must-be presumed until the contrary is ) gentleman's “a 


The SPEAKER. The question now is on the adoption of the 
original resolution. 


The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr. 
THOMAS) there were—ayes 16, noes 165. 

Mr. THOMAS (before the announcement of the vote). Irise 
to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. e gentleman will state it. 

Mr. THOMAS. I desire to ask the Speaker if ho iiss Goatees 
this vote any of those members who are under arrest? _ 


no such 
Mr. THOMAS. I would like to ask—— 


Mr. STEELB. order, 7" 
e gentleman from Michigan has risen for 


The SPEAKER. 
a rags uiry, and will state it. 


any oat 
Por cata 1 éo nob dere we controversy with 
r. o not to have 
~~ ne SPA I only me for er 
e KER. Chair ibe glad to answer the 
uiry, and if he can such record, the 


Chair will aise der the 
Mr. HENDERSON. was tated Mr. Speaker, that no 


arrests were made under that resolution. 

Mr. THOMAS, The gentleman is mistaken in that. 

Mr. HENDERSON. ot one. 

The SPEAKER. If there is a record sho that there have 
been such arrests, the Chair would be very to have the gen- 
were made last night; certain 


tleman furnish it. 
ania caus balns the bar of cae Gena ee 

members were t before the 

and 1 ox S the Sergeant-at-Arms that he 

some 

Neither the Chair nor the House has such 


The SPEAKER. 
information. 

Mr. THOMAS. Of course the writ was not ret irnable until 
Tuesday next, and so the information is not rear onder arr 
House; but as a matter of fact certain eee 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can not take 
question except on official information. 

On this question the yeas are 16, nays 165, ee 
and the ssnckaiiie is rejected. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. — 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HENDERSON. 
last night suspe 


that a motion would not be necessary. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not had the matter’ 
officially 8 notice, but such has been the precedent | 
ore. 

Mr. THOMAS. = ear Conta aaa 
aside the former Congresses, nota’ S mnaat 
Co and er -second Olaarena mn 
decided that the ae a sight to continue the proceedings 
beyond — 

The SPRARER S The Chair will decide that qunilicn wigorer 
it eer 

: HENDERSON, I move, in on eT ee 

oui with reference to the matter, that all further } 
Oe a aeaaiient ane eens tat ., There are i [ mt ters 
to considered portant votes taken, 
re LET no a 
e ere be no 0 
under the call will be Kae Proceed 
ere was no objection, an fener aida 
PACIFIC RAILROAD sae BILL. 


postal, eae and other 
to amend an act ed 
May 7, 1878, both 

other acts amen 


oved July 2, 18 ge we 


companies therein. n 
The CHAIRMAN i By ord order of the 
closed, and the Clerk report the first 









2 I move to strike out the last line of the para- 
S"the CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from California [Mr. Bow- 


"i 

. . Will the gentleman yield to me for one 

minute? 

Mr. BOWERS. gentleman will give me a minute by 

and by. F eon ails Wee atantes I one minute to the 
I 


from Mr. Hussarp}. 
our 


what the from Iowa (Mr. HEPBURN 
in reference to the four ons that 
committee, wherein he > 

per 


parallel col 
reg, Aeespmenpeenptiet ke carey 

ye oy 
understand them, and I shall be glad to 
House look at Be Spee er ig g Neniobe seh have here. 


The CHAIRMAN. "The proceedings of the ttee can not 
oir HEPBURN ~ 


1 A 
a be remembered that no legislation is necessary at this time 
to protect the interests of the United States—of the in con- 
nection with these roads. ‘ Remember that this 
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,000,000 more of the debts cf these corporations, and as the 
ernment is in debt about $1,000,000,000, upon which it is 
paying from 8} to 6 per cent interest, it therefore must borrow 
money to make the payments called for in this bill at not less than 
8} percent. And this further loan these corporations promise to 
repay within about eighty years, with 2 per centinterest. This is 
ote a of the business propositions of this bill. 
How iong will the credit of a nation or of aa individual last that 
oF business on such lines, borrowing money by the millions at 


cent and loaning it at 2 per cent? 

that this bill, if it mes a law, extends indefinitely 
the life and power of the most tyrannous and oppressive railroad 
monopoly that ever existed in the United States. That it indorses 
and | that infamous ninety-nine-year lease of the Central 
Pacific to the Southern Pacific of Kentucky, and which lease the 
Government directors say is the “‘main cause of the presen? 
deplorable conditions of the Union Pacific, being absolutely at the 
mercy of the Southern Pacific, compulsion being brought to bear 


upon who wish to ship by the central route to the east to 
compel them to ship by the Southern route.” 

Remember, when you pass this bill you give official notice to 
the that there is one law for the great corporations ang 
another for the plain people; that corporations are to be favored 
in court and Congress at the expense of the people. We had bet- 
ter lose many millions than do that. That is what makes Popu- 
lists. Let it be remembered that this anaconda of the Pacific 


Coast, the Southern Pacific Company of Kentucky, proposes to 
swallow bodily the Central Pacific Railroad, through the infamous 
pee, Magma ear lease—it has it halfway down its ravenous maw 
y, and this bill is to enable it to finish the job. It proposes 
to steal a railroad, and comes here to ask the Government to 
become an accomplice in the crime. The owners of the Southern 
Pacific a of Kentucky sold millions of the stock of the 
Central road and now propose to freeze the purchasers out. Will 
the United States Government become a party to such a crime? 
I think not. 
Realizing the poverty of their arguments in support of this bill 
and to some extent the enormities contemplated in this attempted 
raid upon the Treasury, its supporters turn to romance and appeal 


to prejudice, and declare that this is the entering wedge of Popu- 
lism. They know better, but they are hard pushed to make this 
scheme possible and plausible. 
The Secretary of the Interior, regarding these roads, says: 
In determi what course should be pursued, two objects should receive 
tion: the collection of the debt due the Government: second, 
creation of & great through line from the Missouri to the Pacific. This 
was the purpose of the Government leading to the issue of these 
bonds. 
Mr. Chairman, this bill will absolutely defeat both these objects. 


The Secretary goes on to say: 


I will not undertake to review the conduct of those who have managed this 
property, and who have misused the Government's aid. A most interesting 
presentation of the facts will be found in the report of the commission 
ted under authority of an act of Congress sugpeved March 3, 1887, con- 
of Messrs. Anderson, Littler, and Pattison. a suggestion of leniency 

of the Government should be made in the interest of those who 


on the 


recei the Government's bounty, a study of the facts which this commission 
oe will show that the time has come to regard only the interests of 

The follo table states the amount due on the subsidy bonds and the 
first- and also gives the credits on account of the sinking 
fund. It oe — ee oe py of the ag ly ge in these 
properties compelled to pay o: e first-mortgage bonds, which alone 
are Boas to the Government Hen. It would, be an increased investment 
of 000 to save an investment already made of $117,486,000. As the prop- 


are w very much more than the first-mortgage bonds, and as the 
ae the second-mortgage bonds, the Guvernment occupies the 
forced to make good the first-mortgage bonds in order to 

secure its own . Ifthe first-mortgage bonds, on any plan of extension, 
are simply those of the com y, they could not be dispesed of at 


the low ra oo which the Government bonds would sell. As the 
interest w y would draw comes out of the property to which the Gov- 
ernment must look for payment of the second-mortgage bonds, it would seem 
clearly better that the Government should assume the first-mortgage bonds, 
guarantee them, and Ret the rate of interest at the figure for which the Gov- 
ernment bonds sell if bonds are to be renewed or extended. 


He says further, referring to the tables in his repori: 


It will be seen that the average annual net earnings of the Union Pacific 
Central ¢ main lines during the past ten years have been $8,181,220, 


while the total amount of the first-mort bonds and the Government bonds 
issued w the main lines, less the ng fund for the main lines, is $152,- 

annual net profit shows the Sees to have earned neerly 
6 cent on the entire amount which the Government has paid and would 


g 


were compelled to pay off the first-mortgage bonds. 
case, it would seem to bea clear business proposition that the Government 
ought not to lose any large amount if it shonld be compelied through fore- 
elcsure to collect its debt. 

As the original Government bonds and the first-mortgage bonds are about 
they can be paid off at their face value, and as a Government 3 per cent 


This being the 


worth more than par at the present time, there would be no difficulty 
in enev tee cent bond to pay off or call in both of the other issues. 
It be seen if such a course were pursued by the Govern t 





this rty averaged in the future the same net profit that it has duri 
the past ten years, it would earn sufficient to pay the 3 per cent on the bonds 
t 


which the Government would be compelled to issue and yet have a yearly 
net margin of $3,080,963. 


The Government should therefore be able easily to provide for the sale af 
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the hond-alded roads to anew corporation which could meet the annual inter- 
est on a guaranteed 3 per cent bond equal to the first- ané the sub- 
#icy bends,and also pey a reasonable sum annually into the toward 
the liquidation of the entire bonded indebtedness. 

Mr. Chairman, these properties are valuable, and these men who, 
throngh the provisions of this bill, are attempting to get rid of the 
Governinent lien, know it. Let the Govermment remove that in- 
famous incubus, the nimety-nine-year lease, from these properties, 
enforce the law, commence foreclosure proceedings, place a re- 
ceiver in charge of the properties, and the revenues of both roads 
wiil be immediately doubled when they can be o ted as one 
independent line. ¢ Government is better entitled to its reve- 
nues ia settlement of its debts than $260,000,000 of frandulent lia- 
iilities. The Government is the sovereign. It should control 
these roads until it gets its just dues, which these roads can pay. 

This bili seeks to make corporations the sovereign and Govern- 
nrent the vassal, 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. Mr. Chairman, let no man 
deceive kimaelf with the idea that these roads were built by the 
private fortunes of citizens. Where did they get the — to 
build these reads? Im the first place, they got $61,000,000 
theses subsidy bonds, on which Government has been paying 
interest at 6 per cent for thirty years. In the second place, by the 
law of 1864 they got permission to subordinate the claim of the 
Government to another mortgage, which was not to exceed in 
amount the Government mortgage. =~ ran right up to the 
mit. They got 361,000,000 out of that. at makes $122,000,000. 
‘Then they got a land grant of 26,000,000 acres. ‘They have already 
sold enough of the laads to take in $50,000,000 from that source. 
They have a lot of land left. 1 say nothing about the value 
of that. Add the fifty millions that they have already taken in 
for the sale ef land to their one hendred and twenty-two millions 
that they got for the sale of bonds, thet makes $172.000,000. That 
we have furnished them, without any call upon their own private 
fortunes. The law creating these corporations forbade them to 
sel! one doilar of the stock for lessthan par, or for anything except 
money or raoney value. There may be a question as to how much 
they got for the stock. - That is the only thing I am in doubt about, 
and that is the thing on which I have the oath of the officers of 
these companies. 

Mr. LACEY. The affidavits. 


Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. Yes: the affidavits. On the | 


27th of September, 1870, Mr. Oliver Ames swore that the Union 
Pacific received $36,000,000 and some more from this source. On 


the Interior De 


| 


| 
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discovered by Columbus, and all that; but what 
and I, gentlemen, going to have, and what new a: 


if this bill passes. , for 
are now owing us $57,000,000. 
for eighty-five years at 2 per cent 
row the mo 


ney elsewhere 
per cent or $171,000,000 of interest on that sum dui 
five years. 


Statement of the Bro Gantt Pocthe fous the Powers cr bill 


The amount due the United States 
Interest paid by the United States 


We propose 
intervast. 


oe 
‘ re» 
as applied to 


Principal paid by railroad (first ten years) 


Interest paid by railroad 
Principal paid mo 
railroad 


Interest —= b: 
Principal paid 
Tnterest paid by 


Interest paid by the 
5 the 


Interest paid by we ee 


ee ee ee ee 


Ave 2 annual of wees ee eere 

Averean annual as of er eee taeda dt 

bining the two we 

amounts to i 

$116,000,000 besides. \ 

years ago = make some 

can not. e something; we 

or do the coins promrise, to 

run one train one hour faster if 

No. So far as the service to the pu 

and paid for. The trains will run 

day or slow up one mile 

collecting an old debt, or 
What we would now like to a 

what is this property worth on which we have a seco! 

that point we are and thirsting after k 


the 28th of September, 1872, M:. R. E. Carr filed an affidavit in . that point we turn from a reading of the 


fie, that the Kansas Pacific received $5,000,000 and some over from 
that source, On the 12th of September, 1871, Mr. Leland Stan- 
ford swore that the Central Pacific received $54,000,000 from that 


sonrce, and the 2ist of September, 1868, Mr. Pomeroy swore that | fair average of their 


the Central Branch got some $900,000, 

in support of this I refer to page 140 of the Report of the 
United States Pacific Railway Commissien of 1887-88. 

Taking the wmount received for stock as sworn to by these 
men, they got $97,000,000 for stock. 

Adi this item to the foregoing and we have the following cash 
resources farnished them by the Government with which to build 
the road: 

First-mortgage 

United States 6-36 Governmens subsidy bonds 
Land already sold 

Stock 


Actual ccs of roads 


Profit on building the roads 


(Fer actual cost of constructing the roads, see page 24 of Sena- 
tor Morea an’s — of April, 1896.) 

There was & clear profit of $164,000,000. How was that profit 
divided? On the Union Pacific the Credit Mobilier was organized, 
a ring inside of a ring, a wheel within a wheel, and these officers 
were making with themselves as officers of their own 
companics. Ther all the assets of the company. As direct- 
ozs of the Oredit. Mobilier they built the road for ves as 
directars of the Union Pacific, and voted to pay themselves there- 
for the 4atire assets of the Union Pacific Company. On the other 
end, the Credit and Finance Company, Pas the officers of 
the Central Pacific, made the same kind of in with the Cen- 
tral Pacific, end the entire assets of the Central i 
like manner swallowed up. In that way they made §1 
in the coastruetion of those reads. That is something 
cen not recall, and of which weshould not complain if 
onty pay their debts. The gift was princely, but 


consideration. We got the opening 
gether East and West, surmounting 


partment, where. all these affidavits are now on | on Pacific Railroads of 


It is well en say commit 
study to the ion,” and that “from ac 
the earnings of the roads the commi 

annual 


of calculations,” etc. But 
net i we have the 
draw con 
Right there is where the failure to 
the House has 


From the States R: 

1887-88 and ‘sources, I have collected 

Net earnings of Union Pacific: 
1870-10 « -.. naan saisiiin wempst'vansen-eynannasischienenstineeiipail 
Tae # ~~ ona wae cliapamepionsiie son docain onesie teen 

Net carnings of Central Pacific: 
sane, ae * eee ‘A years) 
dannary, anuary, CATS) ....<6 tte eee, 
18851898 (10 years) ae rx 


ccirenwnne nat deeves oo nveeciphiasl Se 


Sew vwowes cena cus cow 


Total net 
Average per year, 


On that basis of net earnings the property y should be 
$280,000,000 (5 per cent net). Ss by 
If hones the net earnings wouid. 
a all the debt. ‘ i Sane 
rom Senator MorGan’s report to present 
taken the following: ae 
I will here insert a table of these figures. 
best and cnly sources of information to w 
not be exa aecurate, but they closely 


woos ce eeu sl 


. 


x 


i, 


save 


1874. _.. 


TBTG _.. .... 0x: niipiarstind shape aigllencwaeinbepniel 
WHO... ....... . assidareahibimaeaensaieaelinn exontide one 


1877... 


8 en eee eres eee 











z law, the bill to give these people the whole debt of 
2,000,000 and a bonus of $116,000,000 straight from the Federal 


Instead. of collecting this debt now due the Governmert, the 
bill proposes to loan these people $112,000,006 for eighty-tive years 
at 2 per cent interest. We are paying 3} per cent. 

The difference between 34 per cent (what the money costs us) 
and 2 - eent (what it is proposed to charge them) is a clear do- 
nation in money and w amount to $225,000,000 in eighty-five 


























years. 

Therefore I say that this bill, when stripped of all disguises, 
means not only an abandonment of the debt now due the Govern- 
ment, but a donation of over $100,000,000 besides. 

By dividing the proposed annual payments and parad- 
.| ing some of as se and some as interest, it is made to 
13 as. if the debt would all be paid, interest and principal, in 

ekghty-five years But the factremains thatif cll the payments were 
counted as interest would never amount to 3 per cent in any 
one year, Heretofore prior lien has only been $61,000,000, less 
the fund. Now it is proposed to increase the first mort- 
gage to $107,000 and make it cover the terminals and branches, 
are for more than they are worth. This 
would haye the effect of not only increasing the prior lien by 
$47,000,000, but it would also place the Government in the posi- 





















































































$11, 963, 040 | $5,011,278 1 | tion of tor of the first mortgage thus increased. Few, if 
ert’ oo S900 Tal oe aL any, of the branch lines pay operating expenses, while the business 
ee Sei ; oe ae the main line is about 60 per cent clear profit te the 
, e. 
rune Eire at : j™ | . Instead of spplying the earnings tothe extinguishment of the 
1 1 1 a tee eT eal 2 ee ne . ee egg as dividends 
on 8 or sq 2. on fraudulent contracts in the 
oo i St , 988, of other railroads, sometimes competing lines. The 
13, 175, 757 Sore iB Southern Pacific was built out of the earnings of the Central 
LS 5, 950, 386 | Pacific. Thus were the earnings not only diverted from the Fed- 
aioe oe ett | eral ury, but used to destroy the road on which the Govern- 
i , 682 > 923 758 | ment had a lien by creating a rival and by so running both roads 
15,808,882 | 9, Gi, 067 764 | as to give the Southern Pacific the profitable business. 
eran ae me i oe The branches will never be abandoned. The capital invested in 
is eo oe 9,211. 7: ’ 417.4 | their construction can never be reclaimed. Somebody wil) overate 
oo 8, 905, 107, 578 | them, even if they must be run at. a loss, and as long as they run 
et Pion oor in they are bound to furnish more or less business--of a very profit- 








able character—to the main line. Asitis, the owners of the main 
line get all, or nearly all, the benefit of the branches without in- 
c the loss and risk of operating them. 
In this view of the case the owners of the main line would clearly 
be better off to have somebody else own and operate the branches. 
‘ If f owned the main line, I would not take the branches as a gift, 
although I would be very glad to have other people operate the 
branches, even if Thad to pay them 50 per cent of the gross receipts 
from whatever business they might furnish to or from the main 
















tables foot up for both earnings to 
' eee up ; companies gross amounting 
Senet. ern mien Se “a 
What has been done with money is a matter justly owing. 
ee Sewermanens, So whee See, Se Bee ee, oe end to the 


eee ee have 














These figures indicate net earnings of q1n000 a year from | };,0, 
‘1870. We eS ee value this property. a te So with toterminals. Ifthey can nct be bought or leased, 
—_ the second lien. claim — senior to that of ra they can be duplicated. It is nearer from Fremont to Blair, where 
poe x. of this I never failed any of the Government practically owns a bridge, than it is from Fre- 
C oe proof a — an mont to Omaha. Any city on the Missouri would gladly donate a 
ain —— ; i thern Pacific, pub- bridge, as any city on San Francisco Bay would gladly give the 

: : Francisco Chronicle December 2, 1896, and i to be made a terminus. 

sania aE ae Be ae i nn of the bi —_ appalled, ane ape texting to stagger 
? Pacific e House on account of the nitude of the first mortgage. 
Shekae Northern Pacine bastion, and the pave Sixty-one million dollars seems a large amount of money, but it 





‘must be borne in mind that we have $33,000,000 actual accumulated 
| cash in the sinking fund now at our command, ayailable to apply 
on the first mortgage, and that the roads are actually earning 
about $15,000,000 a year over and above operating expenses. 


_ Inthe Weekly Financial Review of Henry Clews & Co. of Janu- 
ary 2, 1897, we find that Central Pacific stock pays dividends of 1 
per cent January and July. ee eee eee oe 
k itself quoted at from $12 to $16.26, and the svock of the Union 















quoted at $8.50. The gentleman from Missouri has shown us that it will only be 

That would indicate that in the judgment of the men.whose | 2% to raise about $30,000,000 to pay off the first mortgage 
business it is to buy and sell these stocks in the open NS es ee Se 

the is worth at least $15,000. over above If we are afraid of the first mortgage now, how can we expect 

eee hone eke ier our successors to be any braver if we now add to it $47,000,909 





more and leave the way open to run it up to $500,00¢,000 when 
the accumulated interest of nearly a century shall have done its 
work? 

They tell us, sir, we are weak, but when shall we be stronger? 

Never. 

The Government directors in their report in 1895 advised fore- 
closure. In 1896 they renewed the same recommendation. They 
have never advised funding or extending in any such way as pro- 
posed in this bill. They have from long years cf training in the 
service of the Government become experts and specialists. Their 
advice should count for something. What are we to do, then? 
ne is simply, Do nothing. There is nothing for us to do, 

we want to giveaway therights and the money of the United 
States. The laws creating these railroals provided all the ma- 
for — the rights of the Government when the 
time come and the default occur. The time has 
Woes the default. The clock has at last struck the hour. 
'ecan now either foreclose or the Secretary of the Treasury can 
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simply take possession of the property without foreclosure, as pro- 
vided in the original act. 

In neither event is Government operation necessary. We have 
of late years been too well accustomed to seeing the Government 
operate railroads through receivers to be scared at that. 

The enforcement of our rights is now an executive function and 
not a legislative one, and I for one am willing to rely with confi- 
dence on any administration in the belief that the President of 
the United States will protect the rights and the property of the 
United States. He is sworn to faithfully execute the laws. I 
believe he will doit. There are laws enough now on this subject. 
All they need is enforcement, and if given a chance the President 
will do it. The Reilly bill of last Congress Ree sed to give us 
first mortgage and 8 per cent interest. This bill offers a second 
mortgage and only 2 per cent. We who spurned that bill and 
saieaked it by an overwhelming vote certainly can never vote for 
this. 

Mr. DANIELS. I move to strike out the last word. 

In my judgment we can not adequately determine what is the 
obligation and the duty of the United States at the present time 
without looking at the circumstances which existed prior to and 
contemporaneous with the construction of these railroads. At 
that time the States were disintegrating themselves, and threat- 
ened the destruction of the Union. There was no means of com- 
munication between the East and the West except by sea and by 
crossing the Isthmus of Darien. This communication was liable 
to be interrupted and broken up at any time by the interposition 
of the war vessels of the Southern Confederacy. It was regarded 
as an imperative necessity, therefore, that a means of communica- 
tion should be created through the country that could not be 
subjected to these risks. Every loyal person from one end of the 
country to the other felt the necessity of establishing communica- 
tions between the East and the West and connecting these extremi- 
ties substantially together. 

The people at that time were earnest in their desire that these 
railroads should be built for the purpose of so uniting the coun- 
try and operating this means of communication. There was no 
private company, no private interest, that could raise the funds 
necessary to construct the railways, and accordingly the Gov- 
ernment, actuated by the highest patriotism, concluded it to be 
necessary to aid and assist, by its subsidies in land and other- 
wise, the construction of the railroads. The circumstances were 
all looked upon carefully and weighed deliberately, and it was 
concluded that it was the only manner in which the construction 
of these roads could be assured. The people were all desirous that 
the object should be attained and secured, too, by the interposi- 
tion of the Government of the United States; and they were all 
satisfied at the time that these measures were enacted that what 
the Government had done for the purpose of securing this great 
enterprise assured the success of its operation. 

There was no feeling at that time, and none until long after 
these roads had been constructed, against the action of the Gov- 
ernment, that the people had not received what they regarded as 
a full equivalent for all the Government had given by its subsi- 
dies and assistance; and the railways have hitherto connected and 
united the East and the West together, and secured a means of 
transit which at the time when it was first projected was beyond 
the attainment of all possible privateenterprise. The country has 
received what it deemed to be just and proper, and a fair return 
for what was given to assure the success of this great enterprise 
in that time. These are the circumstances under which we are 
required to look at the situation. We must look at the circum- 
stances and facts which were contemporaneous with this action of 
the Government to judge of its wisdom. The Government deemed 
it to be proper, deemed it to be wise, to make these concessions 
and io expend these resources upon these companies; and if the 
companies and their promoters did, as they undoubtedly did, make 
a large profit out of this assistance, the Government considered 
that itself received an equivalent for it from the success of this 
great enterprise, and the profit has resulted to the companies by 
reason of the circumstance that it was not then adequately un- 
derstood, and could not be understood, what would be the benefits 
resulting to the companies and their promoters from the t con- 
cessions that were made to promote the construction of these rail- 
ways. These benefits are beyond the power of the present to 
recall, 

It was also believed, as the fact turned out to be, that this enter- 
prise, in its success, would tend to promote the settlement of new 
States in that part of our country, as well as to unite the East and 
the West internally together. These railroads have rendered 
great services to the — of the United States, and to a or 
great extent certainly have furnished an equivalent for that whic 
they received from the Government for the p of aiding in 
their construction. Wecan not recall or rectify the past; neither 
can we say that the concessions that were made, either in the form 
of subsidies or by grants of land,in view of all the circumstances, 
were improperly made. They have become a fixed fact in the 
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legislation of the country, and now the question before us is simply 
what we shall do to settle this long-standing controversy. 
Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that 
the time of the gentleman from New York be extended for threé 
minutes. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Mr.. Chairman, I have no objection to an 
extension of time on the other side, but every man from the Pacifiv 


| Coast has been shut out from the general debate, and I will cons 


sent to this extension only on condition that-some of us on this 
side may have additional time. 

Mr.HEPBURN. There will be no consent of that kind given, 
Mr. Chairman. If the gentleman was shut out yesterday, it was 
by his own election, ar not as a basis for this kind of proposition, 

The CHAIRMAN, Is there objection to the request that the 
time of the gentleman from New York be extended three minutes 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DANIELS. Without detaining the House unnecessarily, 
I will simply add that the settlement of this indebtedness between 
the Government and these companies has become an urgent mat- 
ter—one of the most urgent before the Con of the United 
States. Heretofore several propositions have been attuned with 
the view of securing a settlement, propositions much more advan- 
tageous to the companies than the one now before the House. One 
of the latest of those propositions was rejected by the House of 
Representatives, in part because it proposed to surrender the sink- 
ing fund to the companies, and also proposed to give them great 
advantages beyond that surrender. The bill before us has heen 
drawn carefully and plainly. It is a measure which is believed 
to be the best that can be obtained at this time for ending this 
dispute which has come so frequently before the United States 
Congress, and in my judgment no better service can be rendered 
to the people of this country than the prompt passage of this bill 
and the adjustment of this controversy in the manner proposed by 
it, instead of leaving it as a legacy to the new Adminisiration, to 
annoy, embarrass, and torment that Administration when it shall 
come into existence. 

The message of the President of the United States shows that 
the present Administration is in favor of an adjustment of this 

uestion, and, as I have already said, this bill seems to be the best 
that the circumstances will permit us to e t. Therefore, for 
the purpose of closing up the controversy and securing tothe Gov- 
ernment the best results that it can probably get under all the 
circumstances of the case, I think the House should pass this bill, 
and let the past be buried without further animadversions, criti- 
cisms,orcondemnation. The passage of this bill will promote the 
interests and the quiet of the country, and will give the Govern- 
ment all that there is any reasonable ground to expect it can pos- 
sibly secure from these companies. The controversy has been too 
long open. The people expect it to be closed, and no proposition 
for the purpose of closing it has been brought before the House 
that seems to be so well adapted to that object as the ono now 
under consideration, which the House will soon be called upon 
to either adoptor reject. Inconclusion, I can dono better than to 
add the following letter, received this morning from a distin- 
guished merchant and trader of the city of New York: 


New York, January 8, 1897. 
DEAR Str: The National Board of Trade, at its last annual convention, 
appointed a committee, of which Iam chairman, to present to Congress its 
views on certain measures connected with t: rtation interests, among 
which is the Pacific railroads funding bill, which is before the House at the 
present time. The business interests of the country believe that a settlement 
of this question would be an important factor in reestablishing confidence in 
commercial and financial circles, and that the Powers bill should 
Whatever differences of opinion exist, the facts remain that the original 
roads were a necessity; that the Government gave land grants to encourage 
competing roads which reduced the earni wer of the a roads and 
made it impossible for them to meet their o tions at the time stipulated, 
of their construction have n so great 


and that the realized advantages 
that the benefit of any doubt should be given on the side of refunding the 
see 


obligations. Outside of a small socialistic minority, who would be glad 
all the agencies of production and distribution “nationalized,” the great 
majority of the American people believe in individual effort. I? one section 
can have its products transported below cost at the expense of the other sec- 
tions, we would have commercial chaos, the consequences of which no cne 
foresee. I therefore hope that when the question comes to a vote you 
be present and vote according to your own good judgment as to what is for 
the greatest = of the greatest number. 
Faithfully, yours, F. B. THURBER. 


P. S.—We also need an amendment to the interstate-commerce law, giving 
railroads the same right of contract enjoyed by all other persons and co 
rations. In no other way can unjust discriminations be prevented. Poo 
dy railroads is necessary to secure reasonable, uniform, and stable rates. ant 
under the supervision of the Interstate Commerce Com there is no 
danger of an abuseof this power. The National Board of Trade, representin 
the views of the average shipper, as d ished from that of the favo: 
= = in favor of this amendment as well as a uniform classification of 
reight. 


Hon. CHARLES DANTELS. 
[Mr.GROSVENOR addressed the committee. See Appendix.] 


Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I had not the pleasure of 
hearing those gentlemen who participated in the first day’s general 
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debate on this 
debate of yesterday and to the debate so far as it has progressed 
to-day. In the light of the statements, estimates, and arguments, 
I shall cast my vote against this bill. It seems to me that the 
House is entitled to a complete financial exhibit of the affairs of 
this corporation in its relation to the Government. We ought to 
have an ample and complete fiscal exhibit. We are dealing with 
an oat insolvent debtor. The information thus far furnished 
to the House—at least so far as the debate of yesterday and to-day 
is concerned—relates mainly to the indebtedness of the Govern- 
ment and the amount of the first-mortgage bonds. It appears by 
the statements of gentlemen who have examined this question 
that the Government has loaned its bonds upon which it has paid 
interest, and that these companies are thus liable to the Govern- 
ment to the amount of, perhaps, $112,000,000. Italso appears that 
there are first-mortgage bonds ahead of the second-mortgage bonds 
of the Government amounting to about $61,000,000. In other 
words, the aggregate of the first and second mortgage liabilities is 
about $175,000,000—something near that, in round numbers. 

Now, it becomes muterial to us as business men to know the 
value of the railroad property upon which these two mortgayes 
rest. What is the value of the 2,200 or more miles of road upon 
which the Government has a second lien? What is the value of 
the terminal facilities that are proposed to be included in the 
mortgage contemplated by this bill? What is the value of the un- 
aided lines proposed to be includedinthe bill? Whatisthe amount 
of the mortgages already existing upon these unaided lines? What 
is the amount of the liability, if any, upon these terminal facilities? 
The House is entitled to this information. The gentleman from 
Vermont—the chairman of the committee—is an able and well- 
informed gentleman, and can no doubt give us this information. 
If it has been already given I have not heard it—— 

Mr. POWERS. _ I wish to say—— 

Mr. DOCKERY. Weare entitled to a complete exhibit, so that 
when we make a statement of assets and liabilities this House and 
the ccuntry will know the resources of these companies available 
for the payment of this debt. 

Mr. POWERS rose. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. POWERS. The gentleman has said that he was not pres- 
ent during the first day’s debate on this subject —— 

Mr, DOCKERY. at is true. 

Mr. POWERS. At that time this matter was fully stated. If 
the gentleman will examine the RecorD and the reports on this 
case, he will find all this information. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Ishould be glad to have the gentleman state 
to the House the total estimated value of the terminal facilities 
pro to be included in this mortgage. 

r. POWERS. The total value, at the very lowest possible 
estimate, is certainly not less than $15,000, Some well-in- 
formed persons say that the terminals at Denver alone are worth 
$10,000,000. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Whataretheliabilities existing to-day against 
those terminal facilities? 

Mr. POWERS. Those liabilities consist simply of a first mort- 

age which goes into and forms a part of the fifty-four-million-dol- 
ar mortgage that covers the whole thing. 

Mr. Y. Then, as I understand from the gentleman, 
the net value of the terminal facilities, according to his estimate, 
is $15,000,000 over and above existing liabilities. 

Mr. POWERS. Yes; at the very lowest estimate. 

Mr. BOATNER. The gentleman does not mean over and above 
existing liabilities? 

Mr. POWERS. No; not over and above existing liabilities. 
There is a small. first mortgage on all these properties; but that 
first mortgage, by the way, is included in the new first mortgage 


goon. but I was an attentive listener to the 


that the bill contemplates shal! be executed. 
; ~ A ee Now, there are certain unaided lines to be 
included. 


Mr. POWERS. All are covered by the first mortgage, I think. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Whatis theamount of the first mortgage now 
existing on the unaided lines? 

Mr. WERS. I can state it in a word. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I shall be glad to hear the gentleman’s state- 
ment. 
ir. POWERS. The first mortgage on the entire system, in- 
cluding terminals, including branch lines, including aided and 
anaided portions, aggregates $54,000,000. e first mortgage prior 
to that of the Government on the aided lines is included in that 
estimate. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But what I want to get at are the existing 
conditions. First, we want to know what is the fiscal situation, 
and then we desire to understand what you pro , 

Mr. POWERS. On the aided portion of the lines the mortga 
in round numbers is $33,000,000 in the case of the Union Pacific 
and twenty-seven or twenty-eight million dollars—— 

Mr. RY. Lhope the gentleman will give us the totals. 


The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. Dockery] has expired. 

Mr. POWERS. I ask that the gentleman may have three min- 
utes longer. 
- Mr. DOCKERY. I should be glad to have that much additional 
ime. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to extending the time of 


the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Dockery]? The Chair hears 

none. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The gentleman states that the complete 
exhibit for which I have been asking was given in his remarks on 
the first day of this debate. I stated at the outset of my remarks 
that I had not heard the gentleman speak and had-not had time 
to read his speech in the Recorp. But what I want to know and 
what the House is entitled to know is the amount of the first 
mortgage upon the total line, then the amount of the Govern- 
ment lien.as it exists to-day. Now, it is proposed, as I understand, 
to include certain unaided lines. 

Mr. POWERS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DOCKERY. And certain terminal facilities. I assume 
that mortgages exist upon these unaided lines and these terminal 
facilities. 

Mr. POWERS. They do. 

Mr. DOCKERY. If we can get at the estimated value of the 
new lines, the unaided lines, and the terminal facilities, over and 
above the amount of the existing mortgages, and a practical esti- 
mate of the value of the 2,200 miles of road, we may then be able 
to determine something as to the solvency of the debtor. 

Mr. POWERS. I would state to the gentleman from Missouri 
that on the aided portion of the line the underlying existing first 
mortgage on the Union Pacific is $33,000,000 in round numbers. 
The new obligation of the road will amount to $54,000,000, which 
shows about $21,000,000 more than the first mortgage, which 
covers the unaided lines, — the terminals and plus the branch 
lines. Now, the branch line of what is known as the Kansas 
Pacific system extends from Kansas City westward for a distance 
of some 394 miles. AsI have just stated, the addition of these lines 
carries the amount to $54,000,000. The Government mortgage at 
present rests only on the aided portions of the line, and carries a 
maximum of, say, $33,000,000 in round numbers. So, under this 
proposed arrangement, we will own all of these lines; that is, that 
we will have a mortgage upon them all for the amount of 
$54,000,000, and thus get possession of property estimated within 
the last six years by the commission appointed for that purpose 
to be worth $92,000,000; and this has been enhanced by recent 
increases in the way of depots, side tracks, facilities, and so on. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Now, then, if the gentleman will permit me— 
and I desire to dealin round numbers, for it is impossible to fix 
in the memory with the necessary accuracy these detailed figures— 
but I would like to know, in round numbers, his estimate of the 
value of all the properties included in the bill that he has pre- 
sented, covering the 2,200 miles of road, the terminal facilities, and 
the unaided lines? Let us have in round numbers the value of all 
of them. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Missouri 
has expired. 

Mr. POWERS. I would like to ask another minute’s time. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the absence of objection, the gentleman 
will proceed for a minute longer. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. POWERS. There is no question, I would say to the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, from the most conservative estimates made 
with reference to the value of this property, including the depots, 
side tracks, equipment, and so on, that the property is worth 
from forty-five to fifty thousand dollars a mile. 

Mr. DOCKERY. ell, what is the total? We have been deal- 
with totals in regard to the indebtedness of the Government. 
at is the gentleman’s estimate of the value of this property? 

Mr. POWERS. Well, it is forty-five times two thousand, or 

about ninety-odd million of dollars, I should say, in round num- 

bers, without stopping to calculate exactly. 

Mr. DOCKER®. Is that the total? 

Mr. POWERS. But, if the gentleman will permit me, I have 
only included one road. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Well, whatis the total, including all of them? 

Mr. POWERS. Taking the whole of them, it is in the neigh- 
borhood of $170,000,000 in value. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That I understand to be the estimated value 
of all of the property included in your bill, against which stands 


in 


the indebtedness of the roads, including the first and second 
mortgages. 
Mr. POWERS. If the gentleman will pardon me an interrup- 


tion, I can give him the exact figures quoted by the commission. 
We have, in this report of the commission, a total value, esti- 
mated, in the Union Pacific system, of about $230,900,000. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 
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Mr. BOATNER. Mr. Chairman, thegentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
GROSVENOR] a few minutes ago cited the case of the United States 
against Stanford in support of the proposition that the Govern- 
ment had no right of action against the directors and officers of 
these railway companies for the restitution of the property and 
assets of the companies of which they had unlawfully possessed 
themselves. But the Stanford case has no reference whatever to 
this question, and it does not bear upon it directly or indirectly. 

In that case the United States undertook to avail itself of a 
statute of the State of California which makes the stockholders 
of all corporations liable for the debts of the corporation in pro- 
portion to the stock they hold in such corporation. The Supreme 
Covert merely held in that case that the rights of the United States 
in the premises depended upon the statutes of the United States 
creating the corporation itself, and authorizing the issue of stock, 
and that the United States could not avail itself of the statutes 
of California for the purpose of maintaining a personal action 
not authorized and permitted by the statutes of the United States 
in the act creating thecorporation. So that proposition,as quoted 
by the gentleman, has no reference to the question now pendin, 
before the House and to which the gentleman from Ohio alivemet 
himself. 

So far as this question is concerned,it appears to me that if 
the gentlemen who are so industriously investigating its legal 
aspects would look at it from the standpoint of the interests of 
the United States there would not be very much difficulty in 
reaching a satisfactory mode of obtaining a business settlement 
of it. If a private individual owned the debt of the United States 
against these railroads, the first — he would take would be to 
get in the hands of the officers of law all of the assets of the 
corporation which could be non ges to the payment of his debt. 
That can easily be accomplished. It can be accomplished readily 
if this body will enact the simple business legislation necessary to 
reach it. ese railroads have defaulted on their obligation to the 
United States Government, or they will do so unless they pay 
what they owe the Government. If they do this, that renders 
any action on our part unnecessary. If they do not, then the 
United States must take the necessary steps to — its rights. 

Under the plain terms of the decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, rendered in 1878, the time for action by the 
Government has arisen. It is now perfectly com nt for Con- 
gress to forfeit the charters of these companies, to direct that their 
affairs be put in the hands of receivers or of liquidators, and to 
direct thuse liquidators to bring theactions which thesecompanies 
should have brought long ago, and which they would have brought 
had they not always been dominated by the very individuals whose 
interests would be affected by the suit to recover what was due 
these companies. We could easily put these companies into the 
hands of liquidators or receivers, whomight be authorized to bring 
suit against the directors and officers for the funds of which they 
have unlawfully deprived the companies, and inst the stock- 
holders for the stock which they have received and for which 
those stockholders have never paid. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Will the gentleman allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. BOATNER. Just one moment. If these suits shall be 
decided adversely; if it shail be decided by the courts of the United 
States that these actions do not lie; if the Supreme Court reverses 
its decision of 1878 in the case of The United States vs. The Union 
Pacific Railway Company, it will be time for us to take into con- 
sideration what we ought to do in the way of funding and extend- 
ing these debts. But certainly, sir, in advance of a legal decision, 
in advance of any accurate and reliable knowledge of what the 
decision of the court will be, or what the result of this litigation 
will be, we ought not to give the indorsement of this Government 
to the most flagitious frauds which have ever been committed in 
the administration of a public trust. Imnow yield to the gentle- 
man from Ohio. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Is there anything im this bill which 
prevents these suits from being brought, if this bill is passed? 

Mr. BOATNER. Why, most unquestionably. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Have you read the bin? 

Mr. BOATNER. Yes, I have read the bill. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Do you not know that the last lines of 
the bill provide that very thing? 

Mr. BOATNER. Mr. Chairman,I will meet that question. 
The gentleman certainly must know, as a lawyer, that the very 
moment he makes a settlement with his principal de , any- 
thing in the line of a creditor’s bill, anything in the shape of a 
collateral action against anyone else for that debt, immediately 
perishes, and can not be ed. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Have you read the last lines of this 
bill? 

Mr. BOATNER. Congress can not do it. This is one of the 
things beyond the power of to do. 

The CHAIRM The time of the gentleman has expired. 
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Mr. BOATNER. I should like to have another minute. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks that his time be ex- 
tended one minute. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BOATNER. Why, the gentleman knows that the United 
States can not receive in payment from the Union Pacific and 
from the Central Pacific bonds in settlement of its debt, and then 
turn around and sue anybody else with to debt. 
These we would plead this settlement as a di e, and 
the United States had no interest to prosecute the claim to w 
I have referred. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. When the act under which the settle- 
ment is made tye fe apage that we may do so? 

Mr. BOATNER. at is a necessary consequence of the pas- 
sage of any funding bill, that it would give a complete a. 

ese ies who are indebted to the Union Pacific and to 

Central Pacific can only be reached by actions brought through 
those a. 

Mr. OLD of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, I desire to add 
a few remarks to what I said yesterday. In the first place, I want 
to refer to some alleged facts and fi submitted by the gentle- 
man from Missouri . HUHRARD). It is said that figures will 
not lie, but it de ely on who makes the 

In the first place, in hiscalculation as to the proposi thereor- 
ganization committee, the es only counts some $30,000,000 
of principal = ae aee so _ when o> ee _— counted 
approximately $55,000,000. In the secon ‘ ao 
ns now hold in my hand, asoctaul anes other things 
that the Government should be coequal with the first lien-as it 
now exists to the extent of $35,000,000, and that a blanket mort- 
gage of $100,000,000, a first mortgage, should be placed on this 
property, thirty-five millions of which should go to the Govern- 
ment. For the balance of our indebtedness we were to take stock, 
Now, it made the Government practically a partner with that 
first mortgage to the extent of $35,000,000, and practically, as you 
will see, obligated the Government to look after the interest. 
The other parties to the mortgage would say, ‘‘ We can not pa 
the interest, the earnings of the roads will not permit us to do it, 
and therefore let the Government come down and pay our 4 per 
cent interest.” 

That was one of their propositions. In other words, the syndi- 
cate comes in, represented by Mr. Marvin Hewitt, of the Chicago 
and Northwestern, and Mr. Depew, of the New York Central, and 
they ask the small sum of $6,000,000 of this preferred stock for 
services in getting this proposition through. committee aban- 
doned that and took up the calculations. We have submitted it 
here to the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HupBarp] and every 
member of the committee, except, per , the gentleman from 
Louisiana, who is very rarely present in the commi as he has 
been continuously engaged in a.contest. We have calcula- 
tions ad infinitum, and we have brought before this House a bill 
which wesubmit in good faith, and I believeitis the best ble so- 
lution of this difficulty. What more does this involve? It wassug- 
gested here in the argument yesterday that a bill should have been 
presented covering the entire road and making thisone line. Any 

entleman who is a member of the legal profession will see that 
t is absolutely impossible by any act of Co: or by any court 
in existence to say that we can legislate so that we can make one 
line of these two, That can only be accom by a foreclosure 
and a purchase of both lines, and operating them under a new 
Wyhee i eee roposition that I desire partigulerty to call 
ere is another ition t i to 
the attention of ai cemaaiiie to in this matter, and that is this: 
That if this bill does not pass it means Government foreclosure. 
It means Government ownership of the road. Now, what does 
foreclosure mean? It simply means the United States must pay 
off this first-mortgage lien of $60,000,000 against the two com- 
ies, and that $60,000,000 more of Government bonds shall be 
issued. Within the last two years we have had $262,000,000 of 
Government bonds issued; and I want to say to the people of this 
House now, that the people of the Uni States are tired of 
issuing Government bonds. The defeat of this bill simply throws 
— the United States and the next Administration the necessity 
of the issuance of at least $60,000,000 to protect itself against the 
first lien against this property. Neither admitting nor i 
any all frauds of a generation it must be admitted tha 
the building of the Pacific rail was in conception, 
marvelous and masterful in execution, and most beneficent in 
results. It is such genius and force as that possessed by men like 
Mr. — m which have made this a great nation and us@ 
great people. 
[Here the hammer fell. ]} 
{Mr. HILBORN addressed the committee. See Appendix.) 


a HARRISON, I desire to offer a substitute for the pending 








The proposed substitute of Mr. HARRISON was read, as follows: 
Se eet eens hp ant nee 


to : 
“Secrion L. That the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of the 
the -General, 


terior, and Attorney and their successors in office and 
ae hereby, Sea tlk uoaeetnaaistaaaaae 
edness of any all the bond-aided Pacific railroads 


oo Se See, 
upon such terms and in such manner as may be agreed wpon by them 


wnhers of said railroads: That any and all settlements thus 
aie Writing to the President for his or dis- 
aqyroves, Gnd sniees cuperes te 


E 
| 


| 
| 


due and un 
nt nk 4 
provisions of this 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, this substitute will b® 
considered as ding. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Mr. Chairman, the other day I had printed 

the Recorp a substitute which I now ask unanimous consent 
offer as a substitute for the substitute of the gentleman from 
Alabama and for the pending bill. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The from Texas [Mr. Bex] asks 
permission to offer a substitute, which has already been printed in 
the Recorp, and which he now sends to the Clerk’s —a sub- 
stitute for the substitute offered by the gentleman from Alabama. 
Is there objection to the substitute of the gentleman from Texas 
being considered as pending? ‘The Chair hears none, and it is so 
ordered 


Mr. BELL of Texas. This substitute is very lengthy, and I 
think perhaps it will not be necessary to take up time in reading 
it just now. I ask that the reading be dispensed with. 

eo CHAIRMAN. The tleman from Texas asks that the 
reading of his substitute, which has — been printed in the 
RecorpD, be dispensed with. Is there objection? e Chair hears 
none. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Mr. Chairman, the bill under consideration is 
decidedly the worst measure for the settlement of the Pacific rail- 
road debts ever offered to Congress, the worst proposition that has 
ever come from thosecompanies. Twoyearsago, inthe Fifty-third 
Congress, the Reilly bill, an infinitely better bill than this, was voted 
down because of its viciousness, yet it was far more favorable to the 
Government than this bill. Here are the differences between the 
two: The Reilly bill extended the period for the payment of these 
debts for fifty years at 3 cent per annum interest, while this 
bill extends the debts for eighty-six years at 2 per cent per annum 
interest. The Reilly bill provided for a first mortgage on each of 
the roads to secure the Government; this bill provides for a second 
mo: to secure the Government. 

The Reilly bill put no mortgages ahead of the lien of the Gov- 
ernment except those now superior to it; this bill puts other mort- 
gages on terminals and feeders, amounting in the case of the Cen- 
tral Pacific road to at least $14,000,000 more than the value of 
the so-called additional security now offered, ahead of the Govern- 
ment’s claim. The majority of the committee has not stated what 
those additional securities are, has not stated what title the com- 

ies have to any of them, has not stated what are the incum- 
ces now upon them, and has not stated whether any of those 
incumbrances overlap the aided portions of the road and are now 
subordinate to the Government hens. The only excuse for this is 
that the committee has not knowledge of the subjectsufficient to give 
the information. The fact is, that there is a sixteen-million-dollar 
blanket mortgage resting on the Central Pacific system, which is 
a first mortgage on the Oakland Mole, the western terminus, so 
far as the proposition before the House is concerned, of the Cen- 
tral Pacific Railroad. it is athird mortgage on the remainder of 
the system, and is now subordinate to the present Government lien. 
Under the Powers bill it will all be included in the first mortgage 
and become prior to the Government lien. 

Now, the Oakland Mole is not worth more than two to three 
million dollars, and at least $13,000,000 of the mortgage now sub- 
ordinate to the Government lien is to be made prior to it. In that 
item alone the Government is made $13,000,000 worse off, with 

to its security, than it is to-day. Every other piece of so- 
called additional ity is beyond its valne. The 
California and Oregon Railroad has a first er resting upon 
it which amounts to $4,000,000 more than the is worth. 

The other feeders of the Central Pacific are mortgaged, every 
one of them, to the amount of not less than $40,000 a mile; how 
much more none of us know. The committee does not know 
enough about those properties or the tities or the incumbrances or 
the relation of the liens to each other to advise this House what it 
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should do with respect to them. Not a word of testimony was 
taken before the committee. Not a witness before it his 
statement under oath. The committee invited gentlemen to come 
before it and make voluntary unsworn statements—the statements 
of interested parties and their agents, who for thirty years have 
been eo Congress and to all others who have had to deal 
with terests of the Government in these matters. 

The surviving partner of Leland Stanford made an unsworn 
statement which is accepted as gospel truth by the committee 
about matters concerning which Mr. Stanford refused to testify 
before the Pacific Railway Commission, and was released from 
the obligation to testify by the United States circuit court on 

corpus proceedings. 

This failure of evidence to establish any of the facts essential to 
this settlement should of itself cause the House to reject this bill. 
I have repeatedly called the attention of the House and of the 
chairman of the committee to this glaring and fatal defect in their 
showing. They do not denyit. Theycan not denyit. Yet, with 
amazing erent, they still ask the House to be satisfied and 
pass the bill. I say to you that this House will never be in a posi- 
tion to legislate intelligently for a settlement of these claims until 
a court of competent jurisdiction shall have tried and determined 
all questions relating to the validity of all alleged liens and the 
relation of all valid liens toeach other. Such a decree isabsolutely 
necessary as a basis for legislative action, if any legislative action 
shall then seem wise or necessary, but to legislate now in the dark— 
in utter ignorance—on a question of such importance, would be 
monstrous. 

The interests of the Government are not in any danger. The 
Government will have no payments to make on the first mort- 
gages until foreclosure, nor after foreclosure, unless it becomes 
the purchaser at the sale. The Government must pay its subsidy 
bonds, no matter whether the debts are funded or not, and noth- 
ing more, except the expenses of the litigation, need be paid at 
any time, unless the Government buys the roads. 

he Attorney-General has suggested certain amendments to the 
Thurman Act in mere matters of procedure, which should be 
made, and let foreclosure proceed. 

Why, sir, for twenty-five years the validity of a large propor- 
tion of the so-called first-mortgage bonds of the Central Pacific 
Railroad has been in issue. To the extent of several millions of 
dollars they were issued contrary to law, and not for the purpose 
of reas eg the road. The Thurman Act expressly reserved 
the question of their validity. 

This question was submitted to the Committee on Pacific Rail- 
roads on an able brief prepared by Mr. John T. Doyle, of San 
Francisco. The committee has made no report on that question, 
but, by its bill waives the rights of the United States in this behalf 
reserved by the Thurman Act. 

I raised this question on the discussion of the Reilly bill two 
years ago, and then insisted that the reservation in the Thurman 
Act must have been made advisedly and for substantial reasons. 

Members of the committee then assured the House that the res- 
ervation was due merely to Senator Thurman’s cautious method 
of drafting bills and had no definite purpose. 

I have since examined the record of that debate and find that in 
answer to a question asked of him by Senator Sargent, while the 
bill was under consideration, Senator Thurman stated that the 
reservation was made and must be retained, because of the cer- 
tain invalidity of some of the first-mortgage bonds and the alleged 
invalidity of a great number of them. This reservation means 
several million dollars to the Government and should not be 
waived. 

Four million dollars and upward have been unlawfully paid by 
these two companies to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company as a 
subsidy to keep up freight rates, and were fraudulently charged 
to operating expenses of the rnads. 

These expenditures can be recovered for the Governmentinthe . 
courts, but this bill will waive its right to compel the return of 
the money so diverted. 

The directors of both roads have been found to have diverted to 
themselves through fraudulent contracts made with close corpo- 
rations eontealied them—fhe Credit Mobilier in the case of the 
Union Pacific and the Contract and Finance Company in the case 
of the Central Pacific Railroad. The Pacific Railway Commis- 
sion shows in its report that they have diverted enough of assets 
to pay the present debts due the Government. Most of these 
diverted assets can be recovered by proper suits in equity, yet 
this bill waives the right of the Government to pursue them. 

The stockholders’ subscriptions have never been paid. They 
may be compelled to pay those subscriptions if the Government 
should fail to realize enough by a sale of the roads. This present 
a — the Government the committee asks Congress to waive by 
t ; 

All of these questions should lie judicially before Congress un- 
dertakes to e a compromise with the debtor companies. 

Again, the Central Pacific Railroad Company will cease to exist 
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on the ist of June, 1911, by operation of the constitution and laws 
of the State of California, under which it was incorporated. 

Its lease of life can not be constitutionally extended unless it is 
expected to make an act of Congress override the constitution of 
the State in a matter of purely domestic concern, such as the life 
of an artificial person created under the laws of the State. 

It is therefore absurd to contract with that company for pay- 
menis to be made after 1911. 

I am opposed to the whole refunding scheme. Foreclosure is 
the only sensible business method of dealing with these properties 
and claims as they now stand. 

I can not close these remarks without noticing some of the 
extraordinary statements made by the gentleman from California 
{[Mr. JoHNSON] in his speech of yesterday. That speech is the 
most remarkable instance that has ever come to my knowledge of 
the resident of a glass house throwing stones, but I am concerned 
only about answering the attacks made and shall confine myself 
te that purpose. 

The gentleman said that I, among other Representatives from 
California, would support and vote for the Powers refunding bill 
if left free to follow my own convictions and judgment in the 
matter, and that lam opposing it against my conscientious con- 
victions solely on account of my fear of the San Francisco Ex- 
aminer and its proprietor, Mr. Hearst. By that statement he 
sought to brand me before this House as an unfaithful Repre- 
sentative. 

He further sought in the same speech to smirch my reputation 
by stating that I was the personal friend and official defender of 
Mr. William R. Hearst, whom he attacked in terms of foulest 
reproach. 

Vith respect to the first statement of the gentleman to which 
I have called attention, I say that it is absolutely false and with- 
out the slightest shadow of foundation in fact. I am opposing 
the Powers bill, as I have 7 all similar bills, solely on my 
own judgment and because [ am conscientiously convinced that 
it is a vicious measure. 

As to the second statement of the gentleman to which I have 
called attention, I say that I am the personal and political friend 
of Mr. William R. Hearst. I have known him personally since 
his childhood and know him to be a man of honorable character 
and strong human sympathy. In his journalistic career he has 
shown himself a man of the highest genius and of sterling worth. 
He sympathizes with the afflicted and gives largely of his means 
to relieve distress. He loves justice and contends for it. He 
hates injustice and opposes it eS. He hates oppression 
and fraud and scourges them in high as well as in low places. 
He has done more than any other hundred men to purify the pol- 
itics of California, and he is doing more to-day to purify the pol- 
itics and the political institutions of the United States than any 
other man within its borders. But he has one grievous fault. 
He is not merciful to the tyrants or the corruptionists whom he 
assails. This fault causes bitter and sometimes powerful ene- 
mies (I do not refer to the gentleman from California) to rise up 
against him. Every human reptile that formerly reveled in the 
corruption with which his efforts have interfered hates him as it 
hates sunlight and uts venom at him whenever it gets into 
a place of comparative safety. In their rage for revenge the 
vicious ones whom he has assailed are not restrained by any con- 
sideration of conscience or veracity. The worst false that 

linted minds are capable of breeding are by them preferred to 
th. Iam speaking now of the sources of the gentleman’s in- 
formation against Mr. Hearst. 

Now, sir, I sat here on Friday last and heard with mingled 
feelings of horror and disgust the scurrilous attack made by the 

mtleman from California [Mr. JoHNson] upon Mr. Hearst. 

‘hat attack was false in ev sentence—f. in every charge. 

I brand it now as false in whole and false in every detail ' 

+ Mr. Hearst needs no defense at my hands in this or in any 
other maiter. When the historian come to estimate his 
character, the venom of all the enemies that he has made in the 
service of his country and of civilization will not weigh st it. 
But I would not feel that I had done my duty if I should permit 
so virulent an attack to be printed in the permanent record of 
oe without placing in the same record the brand of its 


ity. 

T will not further notice any of the contemptible falsehoods 
concerning Mr. Hearst's private life, but thecharge that he levied 
blackmail on the Southern Pacific Company is tangible and 
requires some attention. The facts upon which this charge is 
based, as nearly as I can remember them, are these: About five or 
six years ago the Southern Pacific Company made a contract 
with the San Francisco Examiner for advertising, during the 
erg Fair period, for thirty months, at the rate of $1,000 per 
month. 

The advertising matter was published and the agreed price paid 
by the company for twenty-two months. Then a controversy 
arose. The iner had occasion to editorially denounce some 





schemes in which the company was interested. The com 
insisted that because of ite bdvertising patronage the Examines 
should refrain from attacking its interests editorially. 

Mr. Hearst, through his business manager, immediately re’ 
repudiating that principle of business, and stating that under no 
circumstances could the advertising patrons either affirmatively 
or negatively control the editorial or news columns of the paper. 
There the matter ended, until Mr. Huntington, a few months ago, 
in a moment of impotent anger, stated that he, or the comeny, 
had paid the $22,000 to the Examiner as blackmail. Mr. Hearst 
immediately published the contract and the dence con- 
cerning it. The gentleman from eee OHNSON] said 
that Mr. Hearst had admitted receiving $22,000 from Mr. Hunting- 
ton as blackmail. That statement is simpl false. 

The gravamen of the —— of the gentleman from California 
in that transaction is that Mr. Hearst was not honest because he 
would not stay bought. 

I deny that Mr. Hearst was ever bought in that or in any other 
transaction; but far be it from me to deny that his accuser believes 
in the Tweedian definition of honesty, which he quotes with such 
hearty approval. 

I have said that the charges made by the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia against Mr. Hearst were false in whole and in detail. Need 
I say that they were maliciously made? I leave their characteri- 
zation in that to the members who heard the and 
saw its author during the delivery of that portion of it. Enough 
of Mr. Jonnson. ‘Too much JOHNSON.” 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Chairman, when I had the honor of 
reporting the rule for the consideration of this bill to the House I 
made quite a careful examination, not of the merits of the ques- 
tion, sir, for I had not the time to do that, but to ascertain what 
had been the position of the executive officers of the Government 
on the point as to whether we ought to take up the question and 
do something about it or not. I found almost an unbroken line of 
recommendations, from the President down, favoring some action 
by Congress upon the subject. I stated at the time we brought in 
the rule that however members might vote on the rule reported 
it would not interfere with their voting, of course, as they pleased 
oa the consideration of the bill had been completed in the 

ouse. 

But I was struck with one fact. If those having the power to 
foreclose the Government’s mort; did not proceed to do so, 
and turned toward the legislative branch of the Government for 
help, by the substitution of some other mode of action, it was to 
my mind prima facie evidence of the fact that there was not in 


their opinion a satisfactory remedy by foreclosure. And this 
discussion, Mr. i , has confirmed in my mind the impres- 


sion made by that investigation. 
I have endeavored to avoid, in listening 


to this discussion, any 
influence whatever u 


nm my mind by the local motives of any 
member of the committee. I am not here to criticise local motives 
= local eee am assume —_ e — of mt fons a 

e myself, represen people; and my own ju en’ 
is that little is to, gained by crimination, recrimination, or per- 
sonal abuse, or z assaults made on the motives of the advocates 
of either side of the question. 

Wehaveallof us discovered, no matter how longin years our term 
of service has been, the impossibilityof obtaining a detailed knowl- 
edge of the various matters pending before the various committees 
of which we are not members. Toa degree we are compelled 
to accept the information given to us by our colleagues on the 
several committees who have made careful and detailed examina- 
tion and determination of the matters referred to them. I find 
that out of 14 members on the Committee on the Pacific Railroads, 
12 of them are unanimous in recommen to this House that 
foreclosure ne is not the best thing for the Government 
in this matter. Eleven of them unitedly urge the position 
under discussion reported by the committee. One of them, the 
—— from Texas [Mr. ], has a proposition of his own; 

at he was forcible in his remarks in the expression of his opinion 
that foreclosure would not give the best results to the Govern- 
ment creditors. 

Now, stripping this question of a thousand matters that stand 
out in the past, we are brought face to face with the question of 


what is best for us to do for ourselves as members of this body 
in r to this indebtedness. I ami not enn. attempt to 
enter into the old, a sentaens and allegations have 

thrown into this discussion in battalions, and which go back of 


and do not touch the vital question at issue. I try to look at this 
matter as if I owned this claim myself, or if a client had come to 
me and said,‘‘ Mr. HENDERSON, counsel me as to what is best to be 
done to get as much money as I can out of this claim, an inferior 
lien.” In that t alone do I look at it. 

There are two clearly demonstrated in my mind by the 
discussion. First, we ail agree that the claim of the Government 
is a second and inferior lien and that the claim of 
holder takes precedence over ours and is first to be settled. 
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The CHAIRMAN. . 
Mr. HENDERSON. I should like very much to be permitted 
for a few minutes longer. 


The time of the gentleman has expired. 


to 
e CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks for an extension of his 
time for five minutes. Is there objection? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Preliminary to consenting, I would like 
to ask how it is that other gentleman can not have their time 
extended? 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman object? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ishall not object. 1 only wanted to get 
that information. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I never have made an objection in my life 
to such an extension. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman must not understand me 
as having made an objection. I only wished to ask why others 
could not have the privilege extended to them. I made no objec- 
tion whatever. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I understand the position of my friend 
from Tennessee, and I believe in a full discussion of the matter. 
I shall not transgress beyond the five minutes kindly given to me 
by the committee. 

This first lien, it is evident to my mind, substantially exhausts 
the assets of the debtor companies. I am satisfied with the state- 
ments made in this debate that if the Government mortgages are 
foreclosed on the properties of these companies, the Government 
claim will be left substantially unsettled. Of that I feel satisfied 
from all that I have learned in the course of the discussion. 

Another thought occurs to my mind in considering this ques- 
tion. I believe that the plan proposed will substantially secure 
the Government’s debt. There are conflicting views in regard to 
this matter, but one fact stands out clearly in my mind in the 
event that we make this effort. If it does fail, we will know it 
within a reasonable length of time, and we will certainly be no 
worse off then than we are now. Standing here, then, trying to 
save $111,000,000 hopelessly lost by foreclosure proceedings, are 
we not justified in endeavoring by this plan to save that sum for 
the Government, or at least to save the most of it? Are we not 
justified in taking what seems to be, and what the committee sa 
is, the very best step in the premises? I have examined the b 
carefully to see whether a default on the part of these companies 
authorizes prompt action by the Executive, and I find that point 
carefully and fully guarded in the bill. Default makes all come 
due; so that if we are being played with, and faith does not 
underlie the ——— presented by this bill, we lose but little 
time, and if default comes it is within our power to move along 
the lines now open to us and still protect ourselves so far as that 
protection will go. 

In brief, then, I feel this: All, or substantially all, will be lost 
by foreclosure. I hope that we may save all, or most of it, by 
compromise. If it were myown property, Mr. Chairman, I should 
endeavor by this — to save my claim, rather than rush 
into the vortex of the courts by foreclosure, when this investigat- 

and recommending committee, substantiated by my own 
ju ent, gives no encouragement for any satisfaction. 


ese are all the observations I care to make. 
is. the hammer fell. 
. McLACHLAN, . Chairman, in the brief space allowed 


me for the discussion of this bill there is not time to refer but 
briefly to the history of the railroads under consideration. Under 
the law of 1862 the right of way was granted these railroads, 
12,600 acres of land given for every mile to be built, and subsidy 
bonds issued at the rate of $16,000, $32,000, and $48,000 per mile, 
according to the character of the country through which the roads 
were to be built. These bonds were to constitute a first-mortgage 
lien upon the property and were to be repaid in thirty years. 
This was a princely donation, but the originators realized that 
they could do better. and took no active steps for two years, when 
the land grant was doubled, the lien of the Government subordi- 


nated to a second place, and a first mo: e allowed to be placed 
upon the property equal to the original grant of subsidy bonds, 


amounting to about $64,000,000. 

Then the gentlemen comprising the original projectors of this 
scheme, whose combined capital was insignificant, built the Cen- 
tral Pacific for $58,000,009, capitalized it at $139,000,000, and di- 
vided the profits and Government subsidy among themselves. The 
Union Pacific was manipulated in a like manner through the Credit 
Mobilier, and as a result $324,000,000 was paid to stockholders of 
the Pacific companies. In addition to the $64,613,000 of bonds re- 
ceived, there were 31,900,000 acres of land ted. But notwith- 
standing these princely fortunes accum ted by reason of the 
fabulous liberality of the United States Government, from the 
very inception of the enterprise there seems to have been a steady 
d on the part of those who had grown rich by this liberality 
to prevent the Government from ever realizing anything upon the 
advances it had made or the obligations it had assumed. From 


being the lessors of the Southern Pacific Railroad lines in Califor, 
nia, New Mexico, and Arizona, the Central Pacific was placed 
under control of the latter company and its earnings practically 
limited to a 2 per cent guaranty. 

The roads were completed on May 10, 1869, and the Government 
delivered the last of the bonds. Five years later, when the rail- 
road companies were asked to account for the 5 per cent of their 
earnings provided by law eee the United States, they denied 
that the roads were completed. This point was decided against 
them by the United States Supreme Court, and they then insisted 
that there were no earnings, because they had been expended in 
building branch lines upon which the Government had no legal 
claim. They denied the rights of the United States to a lien on 
the terminals and the Omaha Bridge, and these questions are now 
pending in court. Both companies brought exorbitant charges 
against the Government for carrying mail and troops, and these 
were disallowed by the Court of Claims. They denied the right 
of the Government directors to meet with the directors of the 
Union Pacific Railroad Company. The Union Pacific, with an 
original mileage of 1,821.86 miles, now has 7,672.09, the difference 
being built out of the profits of the original grant, but upon which 
the Goversannt has now no legal lien. 

These railroad companies went openly into politics and put out 
railroad tickets in the Western States. So notorious dia this 
become that when the Credit Mobilier scandal was exposed but 
little surprise was manifested. Then came the Wilson investiga- 
tion of 1878; and the reports of that committee present a most 
astounding state of affairs. Then the Thurman Act of 1878 was 
passed, requiring the roadsto pay in all of theirearnings from trans- 
portation of mail, troops, munitionsof war, and 25 per cent of their 
net earnings, which constitutedasinkingfund. The railroad com- 
panies at once tested the constitutionality of this law. It wassus- 
tained by the United States Supreme Court, and suddenly, in 1880, 
seventeen years before the debt became due, the railroad companies 
started an active effort to have their indebtedness to the Govern- 
ment funded. There had been no intimation of insolvency prior 
to that time by either company. Their stock ranked high in the 
market; dividends were paid with clock-like regularity, but sud- 
denly it developed that they were “about to become insolvent,” 
according to their own claims. 

In 1887 another commission reported, and this report, as in case 
of the Wilson committee, charged gross frauds from the inception 
of these companies. Acting upon these reports, the Fiftieth Con- 
gress passed a law authorizing the Executive and Attorney-Gen- 
eral to proceed to foreclosure in case the indebtedness was not 
paid. Every Congress since that time has been besieged by these 
companies, Is their past record such as to inspire confidence in 
the stability of any agreement they might make in the future? 

The first thing that a prudent man does when entering upon a 
contract is to put in figures just what he obligates himself to pay 
and what the other party is obligated to pay or do. 

It is a well-known fact that United States bonds can not be 
floated bearing a less rate of interest than 3} per cent. 

This bill provides that the Central and Union Pacific shall pay 
2 per eent interest on the uncanceled portions of their debts to the 
Government. In addition they are to pay “‘ installments of princi- 
pal” aggregating $730,000 a year for the first ten years, $1,000,000 
a year for the next ten, and $1,500,000 annually thereafter until 
the debt is ‘‘ paid.” 

The principal of the debts amounted on the Ist of the present 
month to about $121,140,942.39. 

The funding bill provides for certain offsets which reduce this 


me slightly. 

¢ first annual payment made by the Central and Union Pacific 
will be $2,422,818.84 for interest and $730,000 for ‘“‘installment,” or 
$3,152,818.84 in all. After that the railroads will pay less and less 
for ten years, when they will be paying for interest and install- 
ment combined $3,021,418.84, or 2.5 per cent. 

During all this time the Government will be paying its own 
creditors on an equal amount of debt $4,239,932.98 a year in 
interest, none of which will be counted as an installment on the 
principal. In this period of ten years the railroads will have 
reduced the principal of their debt by $7,300,000, and yet they will 
lack $11,528,141.48 of having paid the Government as much for 
interest and principal combined as it will have paid its creditors 
for interest alone on the money it has been obliged to borrow by 
reason of the nonpayment of this railroad debt. 

The next year the ‘‘ installment” will increase toa million dollars, 
and that will bring up the total railroad payments for the year 
ne interest, »276,818.84, or 2.7 per cent on the original 

ebt. 

From this point ee will decline for ten years more, until in 
the tenth year they will amount to $3,096,818.84, or 2.56 per cent. 
In this period of ten years the total railroad payments for interest 
and p — combined will lack $10,531,141.48 of meeting the 
cost of loan to the Government for interest alone. 
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The railroads will then owe the Government $103,840,942.39, 
which they will pay off at the rate of $1,500,000 a year until it is 
all extinguished. 

The first year this “ installment,” plus interest at 2 per cent, 
will amount to $3,576,818.84, which will be equivalent to 2.95 per 
cent on the original debt. That is the ape payment that will 
ever be made in a one year during the whole course of the liqui- 
dation, and it will fall short by $663,114.14 of the amount the 
Government will have to pay its creditors for interest alone dur- 
ing every one of the eighty-nine years the process will last, and 
every year thereafter until it chooses to pay the principal in full. 

These installments will clear off the entire debt in about sixty- 
nine years more, making about eighty-nine years from the begin- 
ning. 

The last full year’s payment for interest and installments com- 
bined will amount to $1,540,000, or 1.27 per cent on the original 
debt, and about $2,700,000 less than the Government charges for 
interest alone on a similar debt. 

The state of the account at the end of the process will be this: 
in the first ten years the Government will have paid its creditors 
in interest on the money it has been obliged to borrow by reason of 
the nonpayment of this railroad debt $11,528,141.43 more than it 
will have received from the roads for interest and principal com- 
bined. In the next ten years its excess of payments will reach 
$10,531,141.43, 

In the remaining sixty-nine years it will pay $117,025,125.64 more 
than it willreceive. By the time the railroads have ‘‘ extinguished ” 
their debt their aggregate ents to the Government for inter- 
est and principal combin will lack $139,084,408.50 of the Govern- 
ment's payments for interest alone, taking no account for interest 
on interest. And while the railroads will then be free of the debt, 
the Government will still owe the whole original principal, amount- 
ing to $121,140,942. Its total loss from the funding operation, there- 
fore, will be $260,225,350. The total amount of the payments for 

rincipal and interest under the provisions of this bill will amount 
to about 2.3 per cent on the principal debt for eighty-nine years, 
and at this rate would leave the principal debt still unpaid and 
dune the Government. 

This is not a proposition for the railroads to pay the United 
States Government, but purely and solely for the United States 
to —— it with millions of dollars more than they have already 
received. 

There is not a railroad company in the United States that would 
not pay liberally to have its indebtedness funded for ninety years 
at 2 per cent. Nosuch proposition was ever made before, and I 
venture to say that no such proposition would ever be entertained 
oti a moment by any money lenders in the world under similar 

iTCcuUms . 

That it should have received the indorsement of the committee 
is astounding, and I can not think that they ever carried the fig- 
ures out and learned what the ition actually meant. 

This bill in effect provides. the companies shall be given a 
clear receipt for all they have obli themselves to pay, and, in 
addition to that, be presented with a further subsidy. 

it has been well stated in one of the minority reports that it is 
not shown this is the best we can do, and on the face of the propo- 
ition it is evident that it is the worst we could do. 

The bill provides that the companies shall double the amount 
of the present first-mo indebtedness, and, in return for this 
reducing the present value of the security to the Government, 
collateral lines are included, all of which are heavily m i 
Are they worth the amounts they are already m for? 
Are they not already mortgaged for more than they are worth? 
We have no information upon that subject. In t, the bill 
shows that thecommittee possesses no information. It in terms 
makes a contract in ignorance of the facts upon which it rests, 
and makes it the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to ascer- 
tain the facts after the contract is made. He is not empowered 
to change the contract,should the facts show it to be a one. 
Tt makes the contract absolutely without the facts, and ean 
the Secretary of the Treasury to ascertain them afterwards. 
such a dealing in the dark be justified? 

But it is said, and emphasis given to the statement on the floor 
of this House, that something must be done, and the time is short 
in which to do it. The question must be settled. Why must 
something be done? The time is short in which todo what? Has 
not the question been settled? 

The United States Government at enormous e formed a 
commission of three of the ablest lawyers in America. 
They heard ony which fills ten immense volumes. They 
rendered their decision, That decision was ratified nine years 

go by the Congress of the United States with the evidence before 
i. after long, exhaustive debates upon every phase of the ques- 
tion, Co acted and a law. 

Under the act of March 8, 1887, the President is authorized to 
direct the Secretary of the to ‘redeem or otherwise 
clear off such (any) paramount lien, mortgage, or other incum- 


brance” on these ponte pelos te that of the United States ‘ by pay- 
ing the sums lawfully due in respect thereof out of the - 
He is also authorized to direct the A -General “ to take all 
such steps and pr i in the courts and otherwise that shall 
be needful to redeem such lien, mortgage, or other incumbrance 

and to protect and defend the rights and interests of the United 
States in respect of the matter in this section mentioned, and to 
take steps to foreclose any mortgage or liens of the United States 
on any such railroad ene : 

Congress has declared that the matter should be settled in the 
only branch of Government where all of the law and equity can be 
adjusted—the judicial. Who has ever objected to this very proper 
mode of collecting this indebtedness, the wv. one which a prorat 
individual or a corporation would ever think of adopting through 
their attorneys? ave there been any protests, any demands 
upon Congress that it should independently of the courts and the 
duly constituted legal authorities of the United States take this 
matter out of their hands? Have the people expressed a lack of 
confidence in the Executive and the Attorney-General? With 
the plenary power to make such settlement as will best subserve 
the interests of the people given by this law, has anyone accused 
the Attorney-General of incompetency to fulfill the duty imposed 
upon him? It is a matter of personal knowledge to every member 
of this House that there have been no such protests from 70,000,- 
000 people. They are not only satisfied to let the law take its 
course, but through the columns of the press, in political conyen- 
tions, in mass meetings, and by petitions they have demanded 
that the law take its course. For whom is the time short? Not 
for the Government, for this is not a proposition to effect a set- 
tlement, but to extend the time for a and to.burden an 
already bankrupt Treasury with + additional obligations. 
Whose interests are in jeopardy? To say that those of the Goy- 
ernment are is a reflection upon the Executive and the Attorney- 
General. Whence, then, comes this clamor? From the debtors 
only. Usually it is the creditors who insist that a debt shall be 
adjusted, but every session of Congress since that which placed 
the whole matter in the law department where it properly oh eee 
Congres has been besieged by emissaries of these railroad com- 
panies, claiming that the people's interests demanded that a set- 
tlement be made of a debt that was not due. Are afraid the 
courts will do justice, and do they believe they can influence Con- 
gress to prevent justice being done? The tion is an insult 
to every member of this body, but it is the only legitimate expla- 
nation of the constant presence of the Pacific railroad lobbies. 

In this case the Government is the creditor, the railroad com 
nies the debtors. Nine years ago the creditor placed this entire 
matter in the hands of its attorneys, with full power to the 
interest of the Government, and the debtors were 
fact. Ever since that time the debtors have been im 
creditor to take the matter out of the hands of its a’ with- 

him and settle it without the assistance of 
legal counsel. No course of that kind would ever be in 
case of an individual or a private on, and d not be in 
case of the Government. What be the result if Congress fails 
to act? Why, there will be a full hearing in a court of competent 
jurisdiction and a decree rendered in accordance with the law and 
facts, protecting so far as possible the interests of all concerned. 
ie ome a course a calamity calling for the hasty interposition of 

I use the word “hasty” intentionally, for it would be hasty, to 
use the mildest term, ee withont the assistance of 


of that 
the 


panies 
the result if we do pass this bill? We must receive less than we 
pay out, relinquish even what control we have of these compa- 


nies, and tax posterity for the next ninety years—a monument of 
folly! Is this result so desirable that we will be chargeable with 
ect of duty if we allow the law to take its course and thns fail 
bp provie ties legacy of Aete to our unans ant ur Commeen's 
children 
But this has been likened unto a composition with creditors by 
which time is extended. It shows no such phase as presented in 
this ie a Robbed of all superfluous verbiage, it is simply a 
— one creditor—the ae ae. the debts of 
the other creditors at 100 cents on the dollar, reduce the rate of 
interest more than o: ird below actual cost of carrying, turn 
sedi tal ee’ seats allow them to retain all of the 
and their remote desce tp BF cone ms in 
case they feel so disposed. Any court in the United would 
appoint a guardian over any man who would accept such a prop- 
osition, and treat him as non compos mentis upon the ca- 
tion - any relative. It has not even the advantage ing 
ingenious. 
t is objected that only one-seventh of these systems are em- 
braced in the main lines upon which the Government liens rest, 
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and that with these branches in the hands of the com 
ee ee ae on While I am noti 
the 


the 

to dispn 
tail may the dog, yet if the tail is cut off I do not 
ink the dog will and the tail continue to wag. As these 
Prenahes gee thniass tthe main Eads, they-onh only bo 


ted 
in connection with the main lines, not in com them. 
The branches may represent more mileage and be more profitable 


than the main lines, but the former can not be operated at all 
without the latter, and as the more they carry the more profitable 
they are, they will carry just as much to the main lines if they 
pass out of the hands of the owners as they do now. At any rate, 
the insolence of the Senet is too great for it to be accorded 
much respect. The railroad companies say: ‘‘ You advanced the 
money and we built the lines. Out of the profits we bought and 
built branch lines that bel to us and not to you. Our roads 
that we bought with the profits of your roads are more profitable 
than your roads; therefore, as you can not do anything with your 
roads without ours, you ought to give them to us.” 

The prospect that the Government may have to buy in the roads 
frightens some people. It is not necessary that the Government 
should buy them in if that course does not ap desirable. Nor 
will the court confirm a sale where the price bid is grossly inade- 

uate. Take judgment as in any other foreclosure suit, and let 
the railroad be run by receivers until an adequate bid is received. 
The fact that his client did not want to buy a railroad would not 
deter a lawyer from proceeding to collect a debt against one. 

The “ man” of the Government ownership of railroads has 
seemingly conjured up by the railroad people to frighten 
timid legislators, and every time it is mentioned there are loud 
cries of ‘‘ Paternalism!” It has not usually been specs that the 
Governments of France, Germany, Belgium, an varia were 

ternal. These are the minent countries that have tried the 

vernment ownership of railroads. In all of them it has been a 
success. There have been no failures to record against the system 
in Europe. Charles Francis Adams, jr., a former Government 
director of the Union Pacific Railroad, and subsequently president 
of that poet wrote a treatise against the Government owner- 
ship of railroads, taking the und that an entirely different 
state of affairs existed in the United States from that found in 
Europe. But he was honest enough to make the following state- 
ments. I quote from his book: 


Tosatisfy everyone al 8 isa result not to be attained under any sys- 
tem or in any country. eanwhile it may, with tolerable safety, be asserted 
that the Belgium system is as to um as the 


nature of things human 

ing points very distinctly toward the acquisition of the remain: of 

the system by the Government, while the sale of the Government lines to 

geome corporations has never been any considerable party. 
cially undertaking has proved a deci success. 


As to France he says: 


Though not especially enterprising, the companies are, as a rule, solvent, 

ienpextial, and reliable. Indeed, those them look with sim 

astonishment on the wild fluctuations in the railroad tariffs incident to 

American method of operation, and they do not hesitate to say that if any 
were 


le 
Dyno te Saaeion Ath state commertiy of ravcetn would immediately 
assume a new shape. Such proce sdings would not be tolerated. 

I do not intend to discuss at length the pros and cons of the 
question of Government ownership or operation of railroads, or 
to take any ground upon that question as an a proposi- 
tion. But under the existing conditions of these Pacific railroads 
and their relations to this Government, rather than pass this bill 
I would prefer to see this Government try the experiment of the 
Federal ownership and control of these roads, ing the people 
only sufficient for freight and passengers to pay running ex- 
penses, keeping roadbed in repair, and paying the interest on 
whatever debts might exist against them, together with a reason- 
able sinking fund to pay off the existing debt, and giving the peo- 
ple the benefit of the lowest possible rates. 

The whole nation is clamoring to-day for the building of the 
Nicaraguan Canal under the control and management of the 
Government. Upon the same theory and under the existing con- 
ditions of these roads, I would like to see the experiment tried of 
this Government owning and con ing one transcontinental 
railroad from the Pacific to the Atlantic Seaboard. Such a rail- 
road would tend to regulate the rates of all transcontinental rail- 
roads, and might successfully solve one of the most difficult and 
complex questions that now confront the American people. 

To the extent that the right of way is conferred upon railroad 
corporations it is a delegation of sovereignty, and such 
tions are always dangerous. They are not amenable to all the 
laws concerning corporations. The courts make them a class unto 
themselves on ground that they are quasi public corporations. 
It must be admitted that this quasi public character has operated 
in favor of the railroad companies and not of the public. 

So universal has this idea become that railroads are operated 
against the interests of the people that it is notorious that in 
the courts American juries will mulct railroad companies in the 
heaviest damages possible. Every attorney who represents a rail- 


satisfactory of 
ts that it should be. Certainly the fag’ is feel- 
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road company has had frequent cause to complain of the preju- 
i inst that class of corporations. The American 
ple love justice. In no country do juries bring in as fair ver- 
icts as a rule as in the United States. The love of Americans 
for fair play is proverbial. Bankers, manufacturers, merchants, 
are all accorded justice by juries, and the fact that railroad com- 
alone encounter as an obstacle to the obtaining of their 
rights a universal prejudice is proof conclusive that the 
people have suffered at their hands. And among such offenders 
the Pacific railroad companies have never been backward. They 
have oppressed the farmers by extortionate charges, by insuffi- 
cient service, and by granting low rates to favored shippers until 
the fertile country ough which their lines pass is almost 
ruined. The farms are mortgaged, corn is burned for fuel, and 
wheat and fruit rot because they will not bring a price that will 
pay for shipment to market. That I am telling the truth will be 
rne out by every man familiar with our Western States. This 
has caused, more than everyything else combined, the spirit of 
unrest that is found throughout that section. Throughout the 
States where these railroad lines pass there has been for years a 
general demand that the Government control. Now Congress has 
an opportunity, without incurring a dollar of extra expense, to 
allow the experiment to be tried in the very section where the 
demand for it is strongest. 

It would in the past havesaved the $324,000,000 paid in dividends 
by these same roads, even though they had not been conducted 
more honestly than these companies operated the lines. That 
saving to the producers along these roads would have rendered 
them independent and prosperous. Their farms would not now 
be so heavily mortgaged and they be suffering for the necessities 
of life. If the experiment proved a failure, the railroads could be 
sold. It will cost nothing to try it, and it will settle one way or 
other this widespread popular demand. It will not do to predict 
a failure ex cathedra. It is successful in Europe and has never 
been tried in the United States. It is true that Illinois, Indiana, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Georgia have tried it in a very 
limited way. It has not been altogether satisfactory nor alto- 
— unsatisfactory, but there are difficulties in the way of a 

tate operating a railroad that do not exist as against the United 
States, for the States can not regulate shipments from or into 
other States. 

In this case the people furnished the money, and I believe they 
have a right to demand that they, through their Government, 
shall have control of the property, at least till this debt is paid. 

I therefore op any funding scheme, believing that the 
Attorney Goneent should act in accordance with the terms of the 
act of 1887 and buy in the property for the ple. 

But if an fanding bill is passed, certainly the arrangement 
should be the besi one possible. It is admitted that the Union 
Pacific can afford to offer better terms than the Central, and here 
is what Creed Haymond, attorney of the latter company, stated 
his company could co: 

The company could without — yy —y~-* and without assuming a burden 


nearly as t as is now upon it for interest, pay into the United States 
Treasu our millions annually, which would pay off the last dollar of this 


indeb’ ess long before the expiration of forty years. This indebtedness 
could be to constitute a poortgage 7 the property, aud it wonid be 
a first readily available to the Government or to any person who 


desired to use the security. 


If Congress is to act at all, it should only do so after a thorough 
examination of all the facts and the law and equities of the case. 
We have nothing before us but the reports of the committee, of 
which there are three, all of them stating the facts differently, 
and the bill reported,leaving the facts for the Secretary of the 
Treasury to learn, If the members of the committee who heard 
the evidence can not agree upon a statement as to the facts sub- 
stantiated, how can those members who did not hear the evidence 
base any conclusion upon these reports? We know that the Cen- 
tral and Union Pacific Railroad companies will owe the United 
States Government some money—as to how much, we have differ- 
enj statements. We know that no effort has been made by tho 
law officers to collect it. We are informed by the debtors that 
they are insolvent, but we do not know that this is true, while we 
do know that they have not always been truthful in the past: 
We have no schedule of assets and liabilities that would be ac- 
cepted by any court as such, or acted upon in any creditor's 
meeting. 

We know from the reports of the Pacific railroads commission 
in 1887, the Wilson commission in 1873, the reports of the Govern- 
ment directors of the Pacific railroads each year for the past 
twenty years, and the messages of Presidents Harrison and Cleve- 
land, that extensive frauds have been charged; that it is claimed 
there have been diversions of funds; that immense sums have 
been paid to stockholders, and that the companies are charged 
with violations of the provisions of their charters. We are 
told that there is not enough property to pay the first-mortgage 
bondholders and the United Btates, too, Put there is no sworn 
statement or appraisal of the property. We have no evidence 











that there is not enough, except the statement of the debtors them- 
selves. Taking for granted that this is true; going further, and 
taking it for granted that there is not more than enough propert 
to pay the first-mortgage liens, as a matter of law, there are still 
soine important questions to consider.. What is the value of the 
equities? That is a matter astatute-making body can not inquire 
intoproperlyorreach. Itcan be determined only by the judiciary. 
1tis a well-settled principle of law that the statute of limitations 
does not run against the Government; hence a judicial inquiry 
would probe the frauds, if any existed, and every commission 
ever appointed has charged that extensive frauds were perpetrated. 
These frauds must have been to the injury of the United States, 
and the courts would follow all funds diverted by fraud and give 
judgment for their recovery. Pass this bill and we condone these 
alleged frauds without a legal investigation, cut off the possibility 
of reaching them in the future, give the railroads a clean record 
up to the date of its passage, and hereafter we must be governed 
by the provisions of this bill alone. These companies had prac- 
tically no money except that furnished by the United States. Does 
this create a resulting trust in favor of the United States in all 
roperty a with money belonging to the United States? 
tis a well-settled principle of equity that where property is bought 
with funds of another, the title being taken in the name of the 
purchaser, the owner of the funds has a resulting trust in the prop- 
erty so purchased. Is this a case within that rule? If so, every 
dollar of the Government money can be recovered. Has there 
ever been an attempt made to bring this case within this well- 
known rule of equity? Never. 

An attempt was made to hold the stockholders of the Central 
Pacific liable under the Californiastatute. This failed, the United 
States Supreme Court holding that they were not liable under 
that statute because it was a Federal and not a State corporation. 
That being true, the liability of the stockholders is under the Fed- 
erallaw. What is that law? The statutes being silent, would 
not the common law prevail, and the stockholders be liable under 
the common law? If the common-law liability could be enforced, 
every dollar of the indebtedness to the United States could be re- 
covered. Has there been any attempt to enforce it? None what- 
ever. Should the courts hold that either of these principles 
applied, the debt could be collected in full, even though there was 
not a dollar’s worth of property available under direct legal pro- 
ceedings. . 

In commento with foreclosure proceedings, a bill of discovery 
could be filed, setting forth the allegations of fraud that have been 
made. Con sional committees have tried in vain to get the 
books, or information as to what they contained. If a subpoena 
duces tecum is not powerful enough to bring them forth, a writ 
of sequestration, coupled with the authority of the courts to 
imprison for contempt, would secure the evidence. The hearing 
before Congressional committees has largely been ex parte. We 
have only the evidence of the defendants. We know nothing 
about the strength of our own side of the case. There is not a 
lawyer in this body who would risk his legal reputation by writing 
a legal opinion upon the intricate legal and equitable questions 
involved with the confused and conflicting statements of facts 
before us for consideration. According to the provisions of this 
bill, even the amount of liabilities to assumed is left for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to ascertain after the bill has passed. 

If the decision of the court was inst the United States on all 
of these points, no fraud was proved, no funds had been diverted, 
and the stockholders were not liable, we would be in no worse 

ition than weare now. We couldstill fund the debtif thought 
t. It may be feared that the present foreclosure suits would 
be pushed and not await the action of Con . Making the 
parties to the present suits party defendants will hold them in 
court; and if the judgment be adverse to the United States, and 
the Government does not want to purchase the ea and the 
first-mortgage bondholders refuse to wait until Congress acts, 
a suit for the annulment of the charter, for which there is ample 
ound if reports are true, will bring the first-mortgage bend- 
Soters to terms at once. Let us havea judicial determination of 
the facts, a schedule of assets and liabilities, with proper appraise- 
ments, a determination of the questions of law and equity; then 
we wiil have information upon which we can act intelligently. 
Until then, theories and opinions are absolutely valueless, for we 
know nothing about the case. 

Let us go into the courts, where the stockholders, the unsecured 
creditors, the bondholders, the Government, all, can be heard. 
Let us have a decision upon the merits of the case. Let us probe 
the charges of fraud tothe bottom. Let us recover the funds that 
have been diverted, if any. Let us determine whether the stock- 
holders, who have grown enormously wealthy, can not be made 
to account for a portion of their dividends. I believe we will col- 
lect all of our money. If not, we will be in no worse position than 
we are now. 

It is evident from the clamor about insolvency these debtors 
have made, and their desperate efforts to effect a long-term dom 
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promise before their debt is due, that they are afraid of the courts; 
but the United States has nothing to fear from its judiciary. 

as they claim, they have nothing to pay with as corporations, and 
are not individually liable, why should they object tol inves- 
tigation? Is it purely and wholly a proposition for their advan- 
tage, and only a plan to induce the Government to pay their debts 
and allow them to continue in control of the property? If it is, 
Congress has no — to consider such a proposition for a moment, 
If not, it is inexplicable that they should keep up an expensive 
lobby in order to prevent the present law from being carried out. 

While I am — to this funding bill, I can seo how others 
might be earnes how favor of funding this debt. But I can not 
see how any member of this House can favor funding at a rate of 
interest below the actual cost to the Government of carrying the 
debt. Nor can I see how any member can favor ta action 
until the courts have passed upon the important questions in- 
volved, with all parties in interest in court. When that is done 
the conclusions can be entered upon the records as a decree o: 
court, all creditors and parties in interest would be bound by it, 
and Congress would know just what the Government’s rights are 
and what the companies could afford to do. I believe that the 
strongest friends of this bill will vote against it if they give care- 
ful consideration to the lack of definite facts and of judicial inter- 
pretation upon which we can act. 

Are we justified in overruling thése commissions and Con- 
gresses when every political convention and every mass meeting 
of citizens that has acted upon the subject has indorsed what they 
have'done? Let me beg of the members of this House to remem- 
ber that we are considering the question of collecting a debt. It 
has already been placed in the hands of the Attorney-Gefieral for 
collection, and he has not reported that it is uncollectible. We 
do not know whether or not the holders of the senior liens will 
bid enough to enable us to realize something upon our claims. 
We do not know whether or not other bidders can be secured. We 
only know that if we do not resort to legal Ce ae debt- 
ors, who, it is claimed, have persistently defrauded us in the past, 


agree to continue in control, provided we pay their preferred 
creditors. Two Congresses have favored com e collec- 
tion of the debt; two commissions have reported both the 


insolvency and good faith of our debtors; three Congresses have 
refused to entertain similar offers of compromise to that made 
now. The conduct of these debtors in the past has not been such 
as to command our confidence that they will carry out even the 
liberal provisions of this bill. They have strained every point 
in former enactments against the Government and have grown 
rich. While they have amassed fabulous fortunes by the liber- 
ality of the Government toward them in the past, they have 
studiously avoided making preparation against this day of settle- 
ment. 

Let us now deal with them as with an ordinary individual 
under similar circumstances. Let the law take its course. Let 
exact justice be done to all, and we shall have done our duty. 


[Mr. WATSON of Ohio addressed the committee. See Appen- 
dix.] 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Ohio is a 
member of the Committee on the Pacific Railroads, and I ask that 
he have a few moments more. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vermont asks unani- 
mous consent that the time of the gentleman from Ohio may be 
extended for five minutes. Is there objection? 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Iobject. The extensions have always been 
made to those in favor of this bill. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Mr. Chairman, in behalf of 
the people of the United States, and in behalf of the Government 
although not authorized so to do by any Government official, 1 
protest against the of this indefensible bill. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio f . Watson] has said that this was a contro- 
versy between the State of California and the Government of the 
United States. I say, gentlemen, that this is rather a controversy 
between the people and their Government on the one hand and cer- 
tain railroad men on the other. Show the —e of any Govern- 
aa director of the Union Pacific Railway in favor of this new 
bill. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Will the gentleman allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I certainly can not yield, as I 
have only five minutes. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. The Government commissioners get 
$18,000 a we and this bill abolishes their office. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Show me the advocacy by any 
member of the Cabinet of the measure now before us for consider- 
ation. No gentleman can accuse me in this an 
enemy of capital; no one can say that I have ever led a raid 
& CO! tion, or have ever an a upon inv 
ments; but because I believe in dealing just as fairly with a cor- 
poration as with a partnership or an individual, I do not propose 
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to consent to the lending of the money of the people of the United 
States to an insolvent corporation, to a tion as to w it 
is tted that it can not pay its debts y; and-yet, forsooth 
they ask us now to lend our money—not ours, but the money of 
the people—$112,000,000 for nearly a century to come. 

I sa i , after careful examination of every provision of 
this bill, that it is the worst, most reckless, and most improvident 
measure, in so far as the people and the Government are con- 
cerned, that has ever been offered to the Congress of the United 
States. Look at thereport. I would that I had time to criticise 
its singular language. Let me point out to you, gentlemen, that 
it is claimed by the chairman of the committee, the distinguished 
gentleman from Vermont, that it isa great merit on the part of 
these railroad companies that the aggregate sum of the eee: 
ments heretofore made amounts to nearly the sum originally lent. 
Is it so in Vermont that the aggregate sum of interest on any loan 
can not, within a given number of years, equal the principal? 
Yet this partial payment of interest by these companies is consid- 
ered so meritorious that three times within three successive pages 
it is urged in behalf of the of this measure. 

The gentleman tells us t we have additional security. He 
tells us that the Omaha Bridge is a new security. Was the dis- 
tinguished chairman of the committee ignorant of the fact that 
the a Court of the United States had decided in the case 
of the Union Pacific Railroad Company against Hall in 91 United 
States that that bridge formed an essential of the Union 
Pacific Railroad, and that the railroad started from the Iowa side 
of the river? 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask the gentleman 
if the Omaha Bridge or the terminals received any aid? 

The CHAIR The time of the gentleman from New York 


has expired. 

Mr, POWERS. I ask that the gentleman be allowed five min- 
utes more. ‘ 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. I object. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I have read this report care- 
fully. For ten years I have been familiar with this question, and 
have heard many debates on various bills introduced touching 
the settlement of this indebtedness. I almost have by rote the 
speeches of the gentleman from California, for I have heard them 
many times on several bills. 

Now, sir, it seems+to me that, from the — standpoint, this 
matter isin a nutshell. People ahead of the Government have a 
lien on these roads for $64,000,000, which is due, so that they can 
foreclose. The Government has $112,000,000 (in round numbers) 
due it, subject to this prior claim of $64,000,000. The debt to the 
Government also is substantially due, so t we can foreclose. 
By a law now on the statute book, in the act of 1887, there goes 
from the Treasury, in the absence of new legislation, $64,000,000 
to pay off that first mo , 80 that we shall have ,000,000 
more “‘ blown in,” and then, if there is no further legislation in 
the meantime, foreclosure comes. 

Mr. TERRY. Is not the gentleman in error in saying that the 
first mo e is due and can be foreclosed? 

Mr. C ON. Iam not. Now, Mr. Chairman, I undertake 
to state that in my judgment if these roads were put up to-day 
and sold under the hammer, nobody would come forward with the 
$64,000,000, the amount of the first mo Therefore I am for 
legislation; first, because I do not want $64,000,000 more to go out 
of the Treasury. The gentleman from California is against legis- 
lation because he does want the money to go out of the Treasury, 
hoping and believing that the Government will take the road and 
operateit. I wouldrather that the railroad should sink athousand 
feet deep than that the Government should undertake toown and 
operate it. Pee But geutlemen say we get only 2 per 
cént interest. e have an unsecured debt of $112,000,000, and 
the proposition is that the Central Pacific Rai , the moment 
this act passes, shall advance $2,500,000 in money as an evidence 
of good faith. Gentlemen may say that is nothing. Well, it is 
$2,500,000 that we have not got now and that we will have then. 
Oe se. gl We shall be $2,500,000 better off then than we are 

‘ore we pass this bill. The interest thereafter is to be 2 per 
cent. There is also a payment of $1,000 a day from each of these 
roads for ten years, and if there is a default in that ape there 
is power in the Government to declare the whole debt due at once. 

th two and a half millions paid down we shall have that much 
additional security that we shall have the whole debt paid. With 
the first year’s interest paid and twice $365,000, our security will 
be so much better. During the second and the third and the 
fourth years, and all the while, our security grows better. The 
gentleman says the rate of interest is too small. My only fear 
about this bill has been as to whether or no these —— will 
or can comply with this legislation if we enact it. That is my 
only fear. e gentleman compounds the interest at 2 per cent 
to show what we shall lose if we pass this bill. Well, gentlemen 
understand what eneating interest means—— 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
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Mr. HARRISON. 
which arose a few moments 
mittee [Mr. Powers] and 
HILBORN], relative to the property of the Central Pacific Company 


Mr. Chairman, in view of the controversy 
o between the chairman of the com- 
e gentleman from California [ Mr, 


not being embraced in the pending bill, I feel it my duty as a mem- 
ber of the committee, notwithstanding the fact that I am opposing 
and shall continue to oppose the report of the majority of the 
committee, to say that in view of the evidence which came before 
the committee I must substantiate the statement of the chairman 
of the committee; and I would add that if the gentleman from 
California had the information which he states he now has when 
he appeared before the committee, which he did do, that he did 
not treat the committee properly in failing then to furnish the in- 
formation which he now states he has 

Mr. KYLE. Mr. Chairman, more than thirty-two years ago 
this Government loaned to the Central Pacific and the Union 
Pacific Railroad companies a sum of money. From that day to 
this a portion of that money has been owing to the Government 
by these corporations. The business that we have in hand to-day 
is to devise some means by which the Government can get its 
money back. All of this talk about the rascality of these people, 
all of this talk about their unfair dealing with the Government, 
may or may not be true. In the condition with which we are 
confronted to-day the question that presents itself to us is, How 
can we get back for the ple of the United States the money 
that these corporations have received from the Government? 
That is the practical question which concerns us, it is the prac- 
tical question that concerns the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
roads, and it is the question with which we have been dealing 
during these many years. 

We have taken up these matters in committee and have heard 
people from all sections of the country for and against the propo- 
sitions submitted. We have made earnest, faithful, and honest 
efforts to arrive at the very best possible solution of the problem. 
We come here now and present the bill which is the result of our 
examination and deliberation. 

But the gentleman from California [Mr. MAGUIRE] says that 
we pro to extend to this corporation the privilege of owing 
this debt for eighty-six years. Now, I ask you gentlemen to deal 
fairly with us in considering this proposition. I think you ought 
to treat us fairly; I believe we have tried to be fair with you and 
with the country. 

I ask you to take this bill which we have presented to you and 
read it for yourselves and see whether the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. MaGutIRE] can legitimately draw such a conclusion as 
will justify him in making the statement he has made before this 
House, that this debt is extended for eighty-six years. Take the 
bill, gentlemen, and read it. It provides that on the ist day of next 
July—what? That these companies shall begin to discharge the 

rincipal of this debt; that they shall pay at the rate of $1,000 a 

y for the first ten years that the debt runs and pay up the interest 
every six months. So that upon an average at the end of about 
forty-seven years this debt and interest will beextinguished. That 
is the provision of the bill. That is not my statement. It is the 
statement of the bill, the gentleman from California to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Mr.MAGUIRE. Can the gentleman show any statement in the 
bill that this debt is to be extinguished at the end of forty-seven 

ears? 

Mr. KYLE. No. I say that is the average; which, if the gen- 
tleman will figure it out, he will find is the fact. If he makes the 
calculation he will reach the same conclusion I have reached. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. I have figured the average at fifty-tive years, 

Mr. KYLE. Then not eighty-six years, as you stated a while 

? 


Mr. MAGUIRE. Eighty-six years is the total—— 

Mr. KYLE. I do not want to be interrupted. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Eighty-six years is the total period; the aver- 
age is fifty-five years. 

Mr. KYLE. Now, gentlemen, you have that proposition. The 
Government begins to get its money at the end of six months. A 


portion of it is paid during the first ten years, at the rate of $365,000 
a year; during the next decade payments are to be made at the 
rate of $750,000 a year; and so on until all the debt has been ex- 
tinguished. And gentlemen should remember that these compa- 


nies, under the provisions of the bill, are required to pay every 
cent of interest every six months; if they fail to do so—if they 
fail for six months to pay the principal or the interest of the debt— 
this bill provides that the whole of this indebtedness shall be con- 
sidered as due; and in that case the Government officials are 
charged with the duty of proceeding to collect and enforce the 
lien provided for in this bill. 

Now, why do we fix the interest at 2 per cent? Why, gentle- 
men, for the best reason in the world. 1 do not suppose there is 
any lawyer in this House who has not during some period of his 
life had to deal with an insolvent debtor. What do good business 
sense and good business principles suggest in that sort of a case? 
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hy, to do the very best youcan. Suppose we exact more from 
these people than they are able to pay,and thus break them down? 
The result is, we simply destroy one of the great arteries of com- 
merce in this country and put ourselves in such a position that we 
can not realize our debt. 

The committee carefully took into consideration the income of 
those roads. We had men before us to testify as to their income; 
we had documentary evidence before the committee. As men 
who, I believe, were trying to deal honestly with the proposition, 
we took it up and, after considering the ability of those companies 
to pay, we concluded that 2 per cent was all that their earnings 
would permit them to pay. How else than from their earnings 
cen the companies pay this money? What is the use of requiring 
more than a can pay? Is it sensible to exact of them an impos- 
sibility—something that they can not accomplish? 

Besides the provisions for payment of the bonds that will be due 
the Government under this ii 1, I call attention to the fact that 

ere are now in the Treasury of the United States, to the credit of 
t e Union Pacific Railroad Company, known as the sinking fund 
provided under what is known as the Thurman Act, $15,825,985.63, 
and to the credit of the Central Pacific, under the provisions of the 
pame act, $6,493,126.94. In addition to this, there is a sinking fund 
to the credit of the Southern Pacific of $2,409,818.20, over which 
the Government has no control so far as power to appropriate to 
the payment of its debt. All these sums are to be applied to the 
Government debt against these roads, and then the remainder is 

0 be paid as I have before stated. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. r. Chairman, I had not expected to 
detain the committee again, but I desire now to repeat and indorse 
particularly what has been so well said by the gentleman from 
Alatama [Mr. Harrison]. The gentleman from California [Mr. 

ILBORN] is certainly mistaken in the position he has taken, and, 
I understand, has been misled by a telegram received from some 
person, who it is T do not know. I would have said something 
more on the same subject, but the very full and accurate state- 
—_ of the gentleman from Alabama has covered the ground 

horoughly. 
But hon are one or two other things to which I wish to call the 
ttention of the committee. It has been assumed by the gentleman 
rom Iowa, by the gentleman from Ilinois, and various other gen- 
oe who have addressed the committee, that we have no secur- 
ity at all for our debt against the Pacific roads. That is an entire 
misapprehension of the facts. Why, sir, the debt which is secured 
by the mortgage which has precedence over the Government debt, 
leaving out of consideration the question as to whether we have a 
lien on any of the property excepting that part with reference to 
which there is no dispute—that debt only amounts to an average 

f about $22,000 a mile. There is hardly a railroad in the United 
States that is not mortgaged for more than that. We have in the 
State in which I live, and in that section of country, which is 
not so populous as that traversed by portions of the Union Pacific 
line, various railroads, some of which are mortgaged to the extent 
of $48,000 or $50,000 a mile. Nobody questions the fact that they 
can collect that much out of their security. 

Our mortgage covers 1,442 miles of the road, and about that 
there is no dispute, and the amount of the mortgage which is 
ahezd of ours is $33,000,000, or about $22,000 a mile. Another 
thing that is worthy of consideration is that that portion of the 
road on which we have unquestionably a lien runs through and 
traverses the most densely populated section of the entire country 
through which the line passes. If they had to get the right of 
way again through eastern Kansas and Nebraska, through such 
cities as Topeka and many other magnificent towns along the line 
of the road, it would cost them for the right of way alone, over a 
portion of the road at least, as much as $22,000 a mile, without 
taking into consideration the question of the cost of construction. 

We may be treating with an insolvent creditor, but we are not 
treating with a creditor against whom we can not collect at least 
a portion, and a large portion, of what is due to us by a lawsuit. 
That is the fundamental mistake into which the advocates of the 
bill fall. If we insist on our right, and, if necessary, if we resort 
to foreclosure proceedings under the act of 1887, we can get 
session of the road and sell to some other company for fifty or sixty 
thousand dollars a mile. 

So, Mr. Chairman,I repeat, that we are going to confer a great 
favor by the plan proposed. I know that if the road is sold at 
forced sale, and no condition attached, it would not bring more 
than one-half of our debt in addition to the debt secured by the 
first mortgage. But in order to induce men to put into the enter- 
prise their own private means, and thereby to increase our security, 
we propose to extend to them the use of money for a long time at 
an extremely low rate of interest, and if we will only stand firmly 
for onr rights we will save our Government a large amount of 


money. 
Another thing to which I wish to call the attention of the com- 
mittee. I occupy pretty much the same attitude with reference 
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to the funding bill as does the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. 
BoaTNER]. But there are some things in his remarks which I 
fear might lead some to vote against any kind of settlement. 
There is an impression which has gained currency that we have 
a legal remedy against the men who accumulated fortunes, as 
we understand they have, out of these roads. If we had such a 
remedy, I would be in favor of losing half of our debt in order to 
—— what the — rather a to a vn penne enjoy their 
ill-gotten gains. t I assert, as a lawyer who willing 
to risk what reputation he has, if he has any, upon the statement, 
that there is not the least chance under the sun to get one dime’s 
benefit for the Government at the end of a lawsuit against such 
parties. The Government of the United States can not main- 
tain such a suit. It is simply a creditor of the company, and the 
directors of the company, if they have diverted any of the funds 
of the company or have defrauded anybody, have defranded the 
company itself, not the United States, anid the company alone 
has the right of action. This cause of action was years 
ago. The committee has considered that point fully, and a sub- 
committee submitted the question to the Attorney. , who 
gave an opinion in accoi with the statement I have made. 
The ox effect of such questions as this is to obscure the real 
issue and perhaps prevent us from effecting a settlement which 
may save us millions of dollars. In fact—— 
Here the hammer fell. ] 

r. GROUT. Mr. Chairman, I with those gentlemen 
who advocate the passage of this bill that the real question before 
us is,how we can save to the public Treasury this one hundred and 
eleven or twelve millions of dollars due to the Government from 
these roads; but I do not agree with them when they say that it is 
a matter of no co uence that the men who received the mone 
from the sale of the ds which we loaned these companies ma 
expended it, made themselves rich through the dishonest and 
fraudulent practices with which they are charged, 

I can not, for instance, agree with my friend the gentleman 
from Iowa [Mr. HEPBuRN] in his statement that if these men be- 
camerich it was from the rise of the securities which they received— 
honestly received, as he would have us understand—in the con- 
struction of the road. 

Mr. Chairman, I can not agree to this when I find on 143 
of 7 —— of — sino cate . . (a which I hold in 
my hand, that there were large sums paid for improper purposes, 
to wit, $263,812.08 on account of the Sioux City and Pacific Rail- 
way, which went improperly for the benefit of the directors of that 
road. On account also of constructing 1,171 miles of feeders to 
the Central Pacific, Stanford, Huntington, Hopkins, and Crocker 
issued to themselves $33,722,000 of bonds and $49,005,800 of stock, 
when the cost of these adjunct lines was but $27,216,931.01, thereby 
leaving a clean steal on this alone of $55,509,554. Then as direct- 
ors of the Central Pacific they took a lease of these lines which 
they owned, at a rental of nearly 13 per cent. 

How can I agree with my friend when I read further in sa‘d 
report as follows: 

Fifteen monthsago three of these directors contracted with themselves to 
build an extension of the California and Oregon division of the Central! Pacific 
from Delta to the boundary line of Oregon, a distance of 108 miles. In 
ment they issued stock to the amount 
of $4,500,000, the market value of the stocks and 
$8,340, 6 actual cost of construction was $3, 
ally profited by their own votes by that single transaction to the 
$4,534,391. Mark Hopkins is dead, but his interest is still maintained for his 
estate and heirs. 

The summary of the stealings from the Central Pacific is pre- 
sented by the commission in the following language: 
the adjunct Cmpanies it is found that Mears, Stanford, Hantington: Hor. 

e unc 
kins, and Crocker received over $142,000,000 in aaa? Caen kak 
addition to this sum of $142,000, Seg else made profits in the opera- 


tion of fifteen or more companies which were directly or remotely sapping 


the revenues of the Central Pacific Company. 


How can I agree with my friend from iowa when I turn to page 
107 of this report and find the provision contained in the charters 
of these companies that no stock was to be issued until fully paid 
up im cash, and then read the following findings of the commission; 
that more than $60,000,000 of the stock of the Union Pacific was 
issued, but only $9,000,000 paid in cash; of the Kansas Pacific 
stock $9,000,000 was issued, and not a cent paid; of the Western 
Pacific $7,900,000 in stock was issued and only $200,000 : 
Central Pacific $68,000,000 stock was issued and only $7,000,000 
in upon it; and of the Sioux City Pacific there were $4,260,000 of 
stock and only $1,894,000 paid—a total of over $139,000,000 of stock 
issued, and but $18,094,000 paid into the treasuries of these different 
companies. Then when I turn to page 51 of this é 
_ es profit of construction of the —— = was $43,000,000, 
as this commission figured it, gi the items them 
before us, which sum included | $1. 104,00 on ae t 
Mobilier, how can I agree with my esteemed friend that these 

ntlemen became rich from the rise in the securities which th 

egitimately received? They really stole themselves rich and stole 
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roads poor. 

gentleman in charge of this bill [Mr. Powrrs], when he seys 

it is none of our business how much these men c other 
people if they did not cheat the Government. 

Tt seems to me, Mr. i , that it is not impertinent on the 
part of the American Congress to have a care that a corporation 
created by it be kept clean and honest, not only in its transactions 
with the Government but with all men. Why, these railroads 
are the children of Congress; they are our children, if you please; 
and can it be said that because our children have not cheated us 
it is none of our business that they cheat everybody else? 

But the trouble is, Mr. Chairman, these men have cheated us. 
You will reeall how, after they went away with their charters for 
these roads granted in 1862, and started the construction of them, 
they came back in 1864 and said they were not Se —— 
enough to build the roads, that the stock and ds were not suffi- 
cient in amount, when in fact they were more than sufficient only 
for the grand larceny of thesemen. They said, in short, that they 
must have another mor equal to the amount ef the Govern- 
ment loan, and that it must be @ first eo = Govern- 

made second. And, Mr. i you will 
tounding as the fact now seems, how, through the 
legerdemain of the Credit Mobilier, the stock of which was held by 
many a Member and Senator, whom it followed like a shadow to 
the grave, these men hoodwinked and wheedled the American 
Congress inte making the Government mortgage asecond mort- 
e and allowing. them to sell, as a first mo , an amount of 
mds equal to those loaned by the Government, and then they 
went to work and stole every dollar of that first mortgage and 
two or three times as much more. Sol say, Mr. Chairman, they 
have cheated us. 

They also cheated the Government at the same time by falsely 
representing that the Sioux City road could not be built on a 
straight line from Sioux City to the North Platte, according to 
the original charter, and obtained permission to build on a cir- 
cuitous route at very much greater cost and to the inconvenience 
and great damage of the whole Northwest, but to the advantage 
of a connecting railway, which was in the conspiracy. 

By this line, as fraudulently built, after one had gone 79 miles 
from Sioux City on his way to San Francisco he would actually 
be more than 20) miles farther east than when he started. 

Not only this, but when they defaulted in payment of interest— 
that is, the Union Pacific—I believe the Central Pacific has not 
defaulted—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has <5 eee 

La BARHAM. TI ask thatthe gentleman have five minutes in 
addition. 

The CHAIRMAN. Unanimous consent is asked that the gen- 
tleman have five minutes in addition. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Chairman, when they defaulted in the pay- 
ment of interest any lawyer would suppose that possession. of the 
road could be taken by foreclosure proceedings, and the Attorney- 
General so supposed, and instituted suit for that purpose. But, 
when the Government got to the Supreme Court, it was discovered 
that the gilded hand of the Credit Mobilier had so shaped the act 
of 1864 that the Government. could not foreclose in default of 

terest alone, but must wait till the debt itself felldne. Noneof 

e principal fell due till January 1, 1896. 

And here a word in reply to the gentleman from Towa [Mr. 
Henperson], who said the eevarnanent had confessed its inability 
to deal with this subject by not having already takenaction. The 
fact is the Government could not take action. was not. a 
dollar of the a due till January 1, 1896, and under the 
decision already referred to nothing could be done till the debt 
itself matured. 

Since then they have been awaiting the action of Congress, and 
ver pecgenty, only a year. 

ow, Mr. Chairman, after having been -held wp for thirty-five 
= the Government has at last got where it cam put its hand on 
is corporation;, where it can foreclose its mortgage. And now 
these gentlemen and their successors and representatives apnea 
upon the scene again and ask Con to forget the falsehoods 
and frands and robberies that have committed by them dur- 
ing the ae. they have kept the Government out of 
is debt. They not only this, but. also.ask the Government 
tie its hands. as to this: debt again, and this time for eighty-six 
years andiat 2 per cent interest. In other words, they ask the Gov- 
ernment to hire —s 4 per cent and let to themat 2 per cent. 
Why, the loss to the Government in interest alone on this transac- 
tion would ee = eS ee — 

resent time. y colleague said in his speec presenting i 
fnater that the Government had its choice, to accept this or 

‘ow the debt away. 

If the billis accepted, the debt would be ee away 
thro the: loss on the interest item alone. But, Mr. il 
the debt will not be lost should this bill fail. It could only be 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


Nor can I agree with my friend and colleague, |, lost on the ground that the first mortgage could foreclose ‘and 
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shut out the Governmentmortgage. But thiscan not be done till 
Congress gives permission to be made a party to the suit. 

Sovereignty does not allow itself to be sued, does not allow itself 
to be taken into court by a dapper constable or a deputy marshal 
with a writ of summons except by permission of Congress, and 
that permission has not yet been granted. [If you will loek at the 
Attorney-General’s report for 1806, you will find the Department 
of Justice stands upon this ground. The Government can not, 
without further legislation, be foreclosed out of its rights in this 
property. Of course the first mortgage must be paid first, and 
whether in the hands of a receiver as now, or however it may be 
administered, that must be paid before anything can go to the 
Government. But the advocates of this bill say it will give usa 
mo on additional lines of railway. Mr. Chairman, in my 
seme the Government is. better off with the security it now has 

it will be with that pro by this bill; and if power could 

be vested in somebody to settle, as pr d by the substitute bill of 
the gentleman from Alabama [ Mr. Manewest. I believe it would 
result: much more profitably for the Government than to pass this 
bill. The fact. is, little if amy additional security would be ob- 
tained by extending the mor e over the unaided portions, 
while the first mortgage would be increased, if this bill passes, by 
the amount of $24,000,000. This is well illustrated by the Kansas 
Pacific, on which we have a mo now to the three hundred 
and ninety-fourth milepost. Thisis.really a valuable piece of road, 
every rod of it runing through @ rich and productive country. 
Between en and Denver the road goes through an alkali 
region practically worthless. That portion on which we now have 
our mortgage will always be a valuable property, made so by the 
fertility of the country. But the otherpart is worth nothing only 
for its connections. And so it is throughout the whole system. 
It. is by no means clear that we oe lessen, rather than in- 
erease, our security b; ssing this bill. 

The CHATRMAN. 7 he time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr.MAGUIRE. I make the point of order that debate is closed 
on this amendment, and demand a vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pointiof order issustained. The Clerk 
will report the amendment. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, the only amendment offered 
was an amendment to strike out the last word. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending amendment is a motion to 
strike out the last word. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I withdraw the amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is withdrawn, and there is 
no pending amendment. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mx. Knox]. 


Mr: KNOX. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that we are engaged 
in passing one of the most important bills of this session or we are 
engaged in a.mere idle discussion which will amount to nothing 
but boys’ play, and be utterly futile. Now, the question of whether 
we shall succeed in this important business and pass something use- 
fnl, in my opinion depends more than anything else upon whether 
we shall pass a bill that some corporation or some body of men 
with sufficient money, capable and willing to take hold of this 
road and run it and provide the payments, principal and interest, 
required by the bill may accept. The estimate of the committee 
is that the net earnings of this road properly applicable to the 
fixed charges are only $4,000,000. We know that at the present 
time of railroad competition a road must be kept up—new rails 
must be laid, rolling stock repaired and kept in condition; and 
the real question is expressed in the thought put forward by the 

mtleman from Illinois [Mr. nee {s there a corporation, 
is there a body of men now that are willing to take this road for 
the first mortgage bonded indebtedness and the subsidy indebted- 
ness to the Government and pay the annual payments? That is, 
then, the question. 

There is: a large opinion in this House that this rate of interest 
should be larger; that it should be 3 per cent. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, I think we ought to concede that everyone on that commit- 
tee was as anxious to obtain the highest rate possible for the Gov- 
ernment as any one of us. They have looked into this matter, 
and have said that all that can be provided and paid is 2 per cent. 
Lam willing to take their statement, and trust and believe that 
there will be some corporation or some body of men that will take 
this roadand pay the Government indebtedness. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, there are other parties interested in the road besides the 
bondholders. There are unsecured creditors. There are poor 
stockholders. Is the State of California the only State that has 
suffered by the Union Pacific Railroad? Have not the people of 
New and New York and the East generally honestly 
invested their money in the securities of these roads, without guile 
and fairly, money honestly earned? Have not hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars of the people of New England gone into this road, 
and other like roads, where the money was honestly acquired, 
the fortunes. of widows andof orphans? Would it bean objection 
to this bill that there is in it some hope, some remote hope, that 
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in the years that are to come, the eighty years or the fifty-five 
years that are to pass while this indebtedness is sg ~ , and 
the 


at the end of that time, there may be something left o wreck; 
that there may be some little substance to be gathered in of the 

reat fortunes and the great amount of money that have gone 
into this road that has helped to develop the country of the peo- 
ple that are now objecting to this bill? 

Why, the gentleman from California said that the first scheme 
in respect to the Union Pacific was to have it end nowhere, and 
then have a company to get terminal facilities and rent to the 
Union Pacific, hat was not the first time that game has been 
played. That has been played for New England people over and 
over again, and it has been played over and over again in therail- 
roads of the West; and if the officers of the Western railroads that 
have intentionally cheated and defrauded the American people 
had their just deserts, the penitentiaries would have to be enlarged. 
There is no way to punish a crime that has been committed by 
laws passed after the offense. The money has been lost. e 
can not legislate for ourselves. We must legislate here for the 
Government; and this, it seems to me, is not only the best chance, 
but it is the last chance. What will be the prospects of another 
Congress? Will the President allow the time to elapse between 
this time and another Congress before a foreclosure? 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
The Chair desires to recognize somebody in the affirmative. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Chairman, I have listened intently and 
with great interest to the debate in the House on this bill, and one 
fact seems to me not to have been stated as clearly and briefly as 
it might have been, namely, a comparison between the reduction 
the Government will suffer, the reduction the first-mortgage bond- 
holders will suffer, and the tax put on the stockholders by the 
assessment on the stock of the Union Pacific Railroad. 

Under the reorganization plan and the proposed bill the security 
of the Government is cut down 2 per cent, and therefore it is 
contended that the Government is the only party that is to suffer 
by this measure, but as I understand the case, the stockholders 
are to be assessed $15 or $16 a share on the stock of the Union 
Pacific Company, which stock is now selling for about $9 a share, 
and the first-mortgage bondholders in this road, whose interest 
now runs from 5 to 6, 7, and 8 per cent, are to have their interest 
cut down to 4 per cent, so that the interest of the first lienors in 
this property is reduced one-third, and the stockholders are taxed 
by assessment over 150 per cent of the present value of the stock. 

I have made these few remarks simply to bring these facts to 
the attention of this committee, as they do not seem to have been 
brought out clearly during the course of the debate. 

There is one other point which seems to me to have misled some 

mtlemen here. There seems to be an impression that the stock- 

olders are to receive 4 per cent per annum. Now, as I under- 
stand the provisions of this bill, the stockholders are limited to 4 
per cent; but the earnings of the roads, judging from the past, do 
not indicate that there is any chance for a long time and for many 
years to come for the stockholders to get 4 per cent, or, in fact, to 
get anything in the way of a dividend. 

The following figures show the proposed reduction in the inter- 
est on the first-mortgage bonds: 


See Bee OE Bin bikin coickn tn ine cdandccubcniens $314, 640 
eet SA SO si nccksviavccncanendeccsighhinnwekt i 
ee ee ee EO esis he ck cede cccawoltinne ce 2,913, 180 
a er ee ee ee 94, 150 
8, 323, 300 

Annual interest charges upon first-mortgage bonds un- 

Git SRR fic sais iain + Caw adie bts deisel apa 2,171, 520 
Lost in interest per annum to first-mortgage bond- 

holders under proposed reorganization plan—proposed sa aes 

Wh cs ee Behan d ech ii eadie emul ecmingehe , 151, 7 


That is, about one-third loss to ee bondholders. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Chairman, on the day of the opening of 
this debate I called the attention of the distinguished chairman of 
the Committee on the Pacific Railroads to the Sioux City and Pa- 
cific branch. I have been unable to ascertain that any considera- 
tion of that road was given by the committee in the formation of 
this bill. Now, I am not concerned here to-day with what may 
be alleged as to the wrongdoings of the men who constructed these 
Pacific roads originally, but I am bere to assert that this Congress 
has to do with its own wrongdoings, and that it should correct 
them so far as possible at this time. The Sioux City and Pacific 
Railroad, a branch intended for the development of the northern 
part of the United States, was originally authorized to run from 
Sioux City southwesterly to a junction with the Union Pacific 
Railroad; but upon reports made, fraudulent reports, alleging that 
a road could not be constructed in that direction by reason of the 
sroximity of the Black Hills, on the Missouri River, although the 

lack Hills were 500 miles away, theroute was changed. In fact, 


it is as easy to construct a railroad southwesterly from Sioux oy 
as it would be to construct one across these Capitol grounds 
ward. — those false reports the road was diverted by act of 
Congress down the bottom of the Missouri to a point now called 
California Junction, and then west to Fremont, 2 or 3 miles west 
of the starting point. 

Now, it has been proposed to this committee that so far as pos- 
sible that robbery of the people of the Northwest should be cor- 
rected; but the committee has refused to consider that proposition. 
I submitted the other day, for the information of the House, an 
amendment, which was printed in the REcoRD, and which was 
designed, so far as possible at this date, to correct the wrong done 
to that portion of the country; but [ am informed by the chair- 
man of the Pacific Roads Committee that the committee will fight 
that amendment, and therefore I have to announce that I shall 
not offer it. I was induced to propose that amendment very 
largely by the amendment offered by the gentleman from Iowa— 
the amendment known as the Hepburn amendment—which entirely 
destroys all right or sree? to construct a road on that line 
and gain any advantage from the connection. 

Now, this Sioux City and Pacific road, as origteatty projected, 
was intended to serve the great interests of that northwestern 
country—a line coming down from St. Paul, the Sioux City and 
St. Paul, and the St. Paul and Sioux City, the McGregor and 
Missouri River, the Dubuque and Sioux City—great lines coming 
in like the fingers of a hand to get connection with the Union 
Pacific. All that region has been robbed of its rights by an act of 
Congress, and we are to-day invited to confirm that wrong; and 
I am here to enter my protest against it in the name of the people 
of that great northwestern country. At the city in whith I live 
steps have already been taken, with a view, trusting to the jus- 
tice of Congress, to build that line on the original survey, or at 
least in that direction, without any expense to the Government 
of the United States, and my own city has contributed $320,000 to 
the enterprise. A bridge has been built there at a cost of a mil- 
lion dollars, and now Congress refuses to consider the application 
of those wae Whether California has been wron or not, it 
is for California to say, but the Northwest has been denied the 
privileges which were — to it under the original act, and this 
TAnsinene on Pacific Railroads is deaf to any appeal for redress, 

pplause. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the time of my friend 
from Iowa be extended for two minutes, as I would like to ask—— 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I object, Mr. Chairman, be- 
cause I did not receive any courtesy from that side. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made. 

Mr.SPENCER. Mr. Chairman, there is a tiny plant springing 
up from out of the bosom of mother earth with iar c - 
teristics. Toy with it and it will sting you; clasp it and it is 
harmless. 

As a coordinate branch of the Government, we are confronted 
with a duty that oe no toying with, else it may sting us, to 
our vain regret. e are not responsible for the conditions ante- 
dating this matter. Criminations and recriminations are useless 
in this condition. Whatever peculation or frauds have cxisted 
we are not responsible for; but for the performance of our duty 
we are responsible; we must meet that duty as men. 

It is necessary that something be done with this question. We 
have before us here the fruits of the labors of a committee. In 
formulating our views and opinions upon these matters oi legis!a- 
tion we must defer to the action of committees established for our 
guidance. They receive the subject in the committee room, digest 
and analyze it, and give us the results of their investigation; and 
we mustaccept them. We mustaccord to the members of the com- 
mittee patriotism and intelligence in all their actions and findings. 
In view of that fact, confronted as we are with such msibility 
I accept it as an individual, and I trust that those with whom I 
am associated will not let passion or prejudice or misconceived 
ideas of wiat has been done in the past thwart them in the per- 
formance of their duty now to go ahead, grasp the situation, accept 
the fruits of the committee’s report (made after a painstaking 
investigation), and settle for this Government a vexed question 
which been a thorn in our flesh for so long atime. Under 
these circumstances and in accordance with the findings of the 
committee, I shall support in toto the bill as from the 
Committee on the Pacific Railroads, conscientiously believing it 
to be the best solution that can be satisfactorily accomplished. 
Mr. GROW. Mr. Chairman, I rise simply to correct the state- 
ment of the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout], who brought 
into this discussion the Credit Mobilier. The mortgage of the Uni 
States on these roads was changed from a first toa second mortgage 
by Congress two years before the Credit Mobilier ever came into 
existence. The Credit Mobilier, of which we have heard so much, 
had nothing in the world to do with the changing of that mort- 
gage from to second. It was done because the syndicate tha 
was expected to raise the money to construct the road said that 
the Government would make its mortgage a second lien, thus 
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taking the risk of the enterprise, they would put in the rest of the 


money for its construction. But they would not invest their 
money in second lien if their lien was to come after the Govern- 
ment’s first mortgage. So much for that. 
But, Mr. Chairman, we are dealing to-day with the li , not 
with the dead. It is a third of a century since this en be- 
. Most of those who took part in its inception have passed 
eon the scene of action. New men and new interests have arisen; 
new investments have been made. The Houseof Representatives 
sit here to-day ina double capacity. In the first place, we repre- 
sent a junior creditor of an insolvent corporation. That creditor 
is the people of the United States. There is no — I take 
it, for us to settle outside of this one proposition: Representing a 
claim against an insolvent corporation—insolvent because it can 
not pay its fixed charges—how is that corporation to be reorgan- 
ized 


In all reorganizations of railroads, the first question coming up 
between the senior and the junior creditors, if there are sacrifices 
to be made, is, Which have received the greater advantage from 
the enterprise? And if there are sacrifices to be made, the party 
that has received the test advantages is expected to make 
most of the sacrifices. Here the great question is as to reducing 
in rate of interest. The Serr bondholders are to receive 
4 per cent on their mortgage. at is fair and all that can be 
asked. The junior mo bore 6 per cent. The only question 
is as toreducing the in to 2 per cent. Butcan this insolvent 
debtor of ours pay any more? The representatives of the junior 
creditor themselves have selected a committee to examine that 
question, and that committee reports that 2 per cent is as large a 
rate as the net earnings of this debtor will warrant it in paying. 
Now, sir, if a board of directors representing any railroad in the 
United States were considering the question of reorganization, and 
in a question between junior and senior creditors, the junior cred- 
itor should refuse to enter into an arrangement after receiving the 
greater advantage from the enterprise which his own committee 
recommended, is there a man here who would say that his con- 
duct was honorable and fair? I would take care, if I were dealing 
with such a man individually, that I had the most ample security 
for any money that I might loan him. 

The junior creditor in this case is the people of the United States. 
They have received greater advantage from this road than any- 
bodyelse. They have received a far greater amount of money than 
the amount of their debt in money saved on the transportation of 
Indian — munitions of war, troops, and expenses of Indian 
wars. Nothing ends Indian outbreaks and threatened warfare 
more quickly t a locomotive passing over the Indian country. 
Are we any worse off if we accept the report of the committee, a 
committee selected by ourselves, representing the junior creditor? 
If a junior creditor is not to take the report of the committee 
selected by himself, I would like to know what fairness there is in 
business or money transactions of this kind? It is our committee 
that has made the report; and we represent the junior creditor 
here. Is each man to undertake to settle this matter for himself 
after he has selected a committee to do this business, and then 
give as an excuse for rejecting their action that he has not had 
time to examine the question? 

Mr. Chairman, what do we get under this arrangement? As the 
committee has reported, and as everybody agrees, we get a lien of 
the same amount as now on a large number of miles of unaided 
railroad to which the same considerations for Government busi- 
ness apply as on the aided lines. The amount of the Government's 
business would apply on our debt. If we should allow the mort- 
gage to be foreclosed and the property sold, the Government would 

obliged to pay cash for all its transportation over all these lines. 
If the companies succeed in paying their indebtedness under this 
arrangement, then the Government, of course, has lost nothing; 
on the other hand. if there should be a failure, the Government 
can not be any worse off under the new arrangement than it is now. 

— the hammer fell a 

. BRODERICK. I believe, Mr. Chairman, no amendment is 
pending to this section. 

The CHAIRMAN. No amendment is pending to the first 


section. 
Mr. BRODERICK. I ask for the reading of the second section. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the second section, as follows: 


Sec. 2. That the Union Pacific Railway Company, successor to the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company and the Kansas Pacific Railway Company, be, and 
it is hereby, authorized to make, issue, and deliver to 
, Who is hereby authorized and directed 

ture of mortgage, which shall bear date the Ist day of July, 
Se Lo ling stock, lin Meisesusts nd all 
ies, rolling stock, lines oe) 
 Yand t end other Lande, and all 


certain 
1897, wre the lines of railway, 


in the 


Railway Com: , the main lines whereof extend from neil = 
ot re west of Ogden, in the State of Utah, 


Towa, to a point about 5 miles 





and from Kansas City, in the State of Missouri, to Denver, in the State 
of Colorado, and from Denver to Cheyenne, in the State of Wyoming, and 
from wenwent to Lasrenes, in 7, rae : = Kansas, toed “> all 
appurtenances reto oO , an franchises, and p eges 
owned by the Union Pacihe Hatiwes Company in connection therewith of 
with the operation thereof. Said mortgage shali constitute a lien upon sai 
properties junior and subject only to the new first mo 
a for, and shall cover and embrace all the lines of way, property, 

chises, and rights embraced in and covered by the said first mortgage. 
A proper and complete description and preenery of all the property affected 
by such nen Se be prepared under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, which, when aapeoset by him, shall be filed in his office; and 
such mortgage on the proper 


therein described shall be held as security 
for the ———- of the princi 
01 


hereinafter 


and interest of the bonds issued thereunder 
and au by this act; but this section or such mortgage shall not be 
construed to prevent the said company from using or disposing of any of its 
rty or assets, in the ordinary, proper, and lawful course of its current 
in good faith and for valuable consideration, and said company ma 
sell and — for valuable consideration any lands included in its lan 
grant and apply the proceeds thereof as poqgeees by the provisions of the 
new first mortgage hereinafter provided for: vided, That every such dis- 
position of ony. stocks, bonds, securities, or other property owned by said 
company, whether by sale, pledge, or otherwise, shall be reported to the 
thin thirty days after such disposition has been 
, Stocks, obligations, or other property acquired, 
with the proceeds of the property so disposed of, shall, except as hereinbe- 
ore pro , in like manner and wi e same power to dispose o ° 
f ded, in lik th th to disp f th 
. mo , and that true and pro 
same, be subject to the lien of the said rtgage, and that tr i proper 
descriptions and lists of the same shall be from time to time prepared and 
filed with the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Chairman, I desire to submit the 
amendment that I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
ne on page 5, in line 21, after the word “‘ Treasury,” by inserting the 

owing: 

“Provided further, That the said Union Pacific Railway Company shall 
——= and abandon any and all claim, right, title, interest, and demand 
to or in a right of way exceeding 100 feet in width through the lands for- 


merly known as the Delaware and Pottawatomie Indian reservations in the 
State of Kansas.” 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I desire to reserve the 
order on the amendment for the present. I have not looked into it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The point of order will be considered as 


reserved. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Chairman, under an early statute en- 
acted in Kansas by the Kansas Territorial legislature organizing 
the Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western Railroad, which after- 
wards was mer into and became a part of the Union Pacific, 
400 feet in width was allowed as a right of way through the two 
Indian reservations named, and by the statute incorporating the 
Union Pacific road that amount was allowed along the entire 
line or lines. But the act of Congress was amended by a subse- 
quent statute. The Territorial statute has never been modified, 
and this has raised the question. The owners of land along the 
Union Pacific Railroad through the Delaware and Pottawatomie 
reservations, a distance of nearly a hundred miles, have fenced 
their lands up to within 50 feet of the roadbed on either side. 
There has been noclaim on the part of the railroad company until 
recently for this 400 feet of right of way. 

But a few years ago, some four or five years past, I believe, 
there was some claim asserted in a suit pending and prosecuted in 
the courts of Kansas. The court—a majority of the judges—held 
that the railroad company had abandoned its claim*to the land 
and that the statute of limitations would run against the railroad 
claim. But it was intimated by one of the judges that the United 
States Government had an interest in the road, and because of 
this possibly the statute of limitations would not run. The road, 
however, never asserted any further claim, but allowed the own- 
ers on either side to inclose the lands, as I have said, to within 50 
feet of the road. 

The bill reported two years ago by Mr. Reilly contained the 
substance of the amendment I have submitted. It was omitted, 
however, in this bill. I simply ask that the provision of the Reilly 
bill regarding this right of way be inserted in this one. It does 
not take from the road any property. The road is not using this 
400 feet and it does not need it; does not even claim it as a matter 
of fact, but if it ever does assert a right of possession it will be as 
a matter of speculation on their part and not because they need it. 
It is valuable land, and the owners have been in actual possession 
for twenty-five or thirty years. They are clearly entitled to this 
land and of right should have this cloud removed and the question 
settled for all time. 

I trust, therefore, that the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. FARIS. Mr. Chairman, in the hearings before our com- 
mittee, when these charges of misdoing and peculation in the 
early ae of the Pacific roads were presented Salant us and dis- 
cussed, I confess I felt that infinite injury had been done to and 
infinite advantage taken of the Government of the United States. 
I therefore do not wonder, when we have heard recited on this floor 
the alleged facts in connection with the history of the early days 
of these roads, that members who are not familiar with this great 
subject feel their blood warm and their judgment harden against 
any proposition of settlement. 


Secretary of the Treasur 
made, and that the bon 


oint of 


Why, sir, if we were to listen to the gentlemen opposed to thi 
bill, we would think we were dealing with and atone ie 
first and only simon-pure case of railroad es int 

tire history of the country. But what are the fi 
the history of our railroad building? 

Why, sir, as the mileposts along the routes an@ the telegraph 
poles along the rights of wae are stréwn the wrecks of men, 
7 omen, and estates who have lost their fortunes in the’ blunders 
and crashes attending railroad enterprises promoted by private 
capital. Iam here to admit that in the building of these great 
properties there were engaged quite human men, whether they 
had connection with private enterprises or with these quasi public 
enterprises. Thero is no question of that. 

But what is our situation asit standsto-day? Whatare the con- 
ditions that confront us? It is that the Government of the United 
States has a claim of about $112,000,000 against the Union and 
Central Pacific companies, and we are to deal with it in'a manner 
that will probably save it or certainly lose it, according to the 
judgment of good men. 

The distinguished gentleman from California [Mr. MaGurire] 
a while ago said that there wasa third mortgage on certain of thi 

railroad property. I présume his meaning was that it would | 2 
stand as a bar to the execution of the provisions of this bill in the 
Government getting a second mortgage. But I call the attention 
of the distinguished gentleman to the fact that there is a provision 
in the bill which says that all incumbrances, prior and junior, 
shall be relieved, and that the first incumbrance now resting 
upon the roatl shall rest upon all the pr operty; and that the Gov- 
ernment shall have the second lien on all the property, instead of 
upon a part of it as now. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. If the gentleman will allow’me to state—— 

Mr. FARIS. 1 decline to yield. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. That is right. 
the question. 

Mr. FARIS (continuing). I further note the fact that the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from one of the Dakotas says that under 
the provisions of this bill the Government must borrow $61,000,000 
at 3 per cent interest, or something like that, and says that that 
fact alone is a serious objection to the bill. That would be true 
if the fact existed. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, I would not be offensive to the gentleman 
(and I regret he has left his seat), but from nny int of view the 
proposition is nonsense and misleading.  devenmuan pays 
no money te execute the visions of this bill beyond which it is 
already liable for. The first-mortgage indebtedness already rest- 
ing on these properties shall continue, and the Government gets 
a second mortgage on all the property, securing a debt already 
matured and maturing to the Government. Not a dollar of mite 
lic money will be expended to carry out the provisions of this bill 
beyond the Government's present liability. 

Other objections that have been mentioned might be disposed 
of, but, as you know, it isimpossible to go into details in sueh 
matters in five minutes of time. 

Mr. Chairman, where should we expect wholesome public senti- 
ment on a proposition of this kind? Would it come from Cali- 
fornia—which has stood here solidly for years: opposing every 
qronneiios of sottheuanel-rennn it is known that every member 

rom California who would dare come here and favor any plan of 
settlement would that instant, and by that act, meet his political 
destruction? I mention this not to reflect on those able: gentle- 
men, but to suggest they are not safe leaders in this:case. Why, 
sir, 1 have the San Francisco Examiner of December 10, 1896, 
commenting on the President’s message. 

It. says: 

President Cleveland has declared that: he will use the power granted him 
by the act of i887 to secure the Government’s interest in regard to the Union 
Pacific if the funding bill or other instruetion does-not come from Congress 


by that date. While no threat is made in rere to the Central Pacific, a de- 


=, of the funding bill will probably result in the same action toward that 
roa 


That is the way to deal with 


* 


The fight of California is oat out tie’ her. 
reste on the funding blil. 


* * * 
There is no need to divide the anti- ‘Huntington forces at_this day with a 
distussion of the p Yr way of disposing of the roads. That question can 


be settled when the Government gets them. The thing to do now is to let 
the law take its course: 


* 


This indicates a purpose and hope that legal proceedings would | 


result in the Government obtaining the ee: a purpose and 
hope indulged alone by some people of the ifie Coast and by 
the Populist party of the country. 

I have the New York Tribune of December 8, 1896, which edi- 
torially comments on this bill as follows: 


It is now pretty erally understood that the = to any and all 
plans for revising the relat: of the Government with the roads so as to 
secure their safe continuance comes solely from a number of Popocrats 
in both Houses, whose ultimate purpose = is to bring about Government 
control and management of the roads. consummation seems to them 
£0 desirable that they are quite willing thé ‘Governanaal should lose the en- 


* * i 
The object of battle is to defeat 


ire ext, ins 


pin order to, to cto it. From recent 
fellow citinene in consewhat stirred Up over! 


Ga Gameerats are 
are apparently nr to have 
on its own account, and 
in their own State with the contacat 
for their solicitudeis hot diffienlt to 
periment to the rest of the country:is by no 
roads under foreclosure would, it is true. oattie the qi 
edness for good and all; but what would the Govern 


it? The Government lien is forestalled b y the iestmortgunen 

paid before any'of the purchase mon ramet from ir ay ey ve applied 

to the payment of thatlien. The roads were constru: ine reece 

the prices of labor and materials were abnormally nate on it is 

the authority of those who are best fitted to form an 

ase the properties would not séll for more than woube Spee oketer 
gages. of the sabjeet this unbiased ‘i Saoat ¢ been heres 


eration of the sub after years of the most Se into 
the financial affairs of those companies, ~ —— the ev of a sale under 
ortgage bo olders and leave practically 


foreclosure would pay the first-m: 
nothing for the Government. 

The people of California may view sucha prospect with complaceney, connt- 
—— loss of a hundred millions asthe merést trifle so as” lose 
nothing, but hope to rea oe advantage by it..* * * “They that the 
Governmentought to 


hese roads and operate aoe forthe benefit 
of California. is mi . be an excellent thi t 


~ people who occupy the rést M4 be country will h hardly see it in that li 
e Pacific railroads are growi operties, and they can 2, beyond 
doubt, sufficient to pay. the Government in full if feet debei orm 
make some currently oma 


a reasonable time for its money 
contract with these roads by wien the latter will have to moe to lane a 
‘too large for 
to be just to the 


at stated intervals fixed amounts of m oS caetrioal 
debtor to be certain of able to meet 
creditor—together with a fair Hay wae on deferred payments, it seems to us 
that such an arrangement would be wise. 

This isthe opinion of one of the great newspapers of the Atlantic 
Coast, reflecting, I assume, a great public sentiment there. 

I aiso quote the following from an editorial in the Indiana’ 
Journal of eee December 26, 1896, which I submit re 
the unbiased ju —— of the people of Indiana, who are equally 
interested with those of other States in this great public question: 


The question—and now it isan imperative One, asthe bondsare 
is whether the Government will treat the im: 
owners of the Pacific 


ney, principal and in 
seek an adjustment upon a basis 2 Wwe 
tion to méet his obli tease “the ‘histe 2 omer 
po mscmarh of the roads is xa a factor in the rotted, beca 
sinee if that could have prom bed settlement it 
acoompiahee years * Pho pla = n Sy becbpt ete aaine cheue 
a fu 

will substitute a low-rate bond for > the eueatons of the Foals to tho Gor. 
ernment, embracing a plan for the gradual extinction of the 
West, equally removed from railroad mani ge sorties 
and from railroad haters of the far "West a let 
ice, and be invested, as your committee 
with consideration for the publie interest, an this bill Tits Dill affords a 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on this amendment is exhausted. 
The question ison agreeing to the amendment of the gentleman 

Mr. BARHAM. Mr. Chairman, 1 move to strike ont the last 
word. 
Kansas he has consented to hold-this amendment a little while, 
until we can consider its effect. 
sent or by an amendment to the am 

Mr. POWERS. I move'to strike out the last word. 
word before the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Powzrs] made 
the motion. 


ors the best security att 

in them that can be util 

best men in both branches ‘of Cenprens 
Here is the opinion of a leading nant of the 

this question be divested of personal ce ‘of studied 

rational solution of this great question. 

from Kansas, 
Mr. POWERS. By an arrangement with the gentleman from 
The CHAIRMAN. That can-only be done by unanimous con- 

endment. 

Mr. BARHAM. Mr. Chairman, I moved to strike. out the last 
Mr. POWERS. I want to give the gentleman [Mr. BarHam] 


| an opportunity to be heard: 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from California [Mr. Bar- 
HAM] is recognized. 

Mr. BARHAM. Mr. Chairtman,-I desire to say that the Exam- 
iner used all of its efforts to defeat me for a seat inthis Congress 
and the next. 

Mr. FARIS. Iam glad it did not succeed. 

Mr. BARHAM. Well, I do notknow aboutthat: Now, I-want 
to call the attention of the committee to a dispatch which I have 
received from the governor of California, notifying me of the action 
of the legislature of that State. 

It is as follows: 

SACRAMENTO, CAL., January 7, 1897. 
Hon. JoHn A. BARTTAM, 


House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.: 


: oo following joint resolution was this day adopted by the California leg- 
slature: 


Assembly joint resolution No. . eS for assembly joint résolutions 
08 


Whereas there is now Fesobject Congress a measure known asthe Powers- 
Gear = aa has = ts sand the refunding of the debts of certain’ Gov- 
érnmnt-a 


Whereas any aaa ‘tor _ ee the Pacific railroads’ indebtedness to 









to 
vantage of the people 
af the Satter Cas (the senate 


= ‘the time 
for maa of yoy 


any all extensions of 
of send dob the Powers-Gear bill or any other bill 
import, e here 
eae ‘in Congress to 





further resolved, That we favor the immediate collection-of 
debts, or in the event that the same can not be collected, then we 


enforcement of shed ae 


And be it further re: 
fornia for a hearing bef ttees of Congress. having 


ore the ny ee commi 
urisdiction of the subject, and the Senate and House of Representatives of 
he United States are hereby further to recommit the measure 
now under consideration, and delay action thereon until such hearing 


can be had. 

Be it further resolwed, That the governor be-requested to immediately 
transmit ey telegraph a copy of these resolutions to our Congressional dele- 
gation at Washington. 


ASSEMBLY CHAMBER, Sacramento, January 7, 1897. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true of assembly joint resolu- 
tion Nod, as-adopted by the anemsbby onthe oth. < Pa of January, 1897. 
8. J. DUCKWORTH, 
Chief Clerk. 
JAMES H. BUDD, * 
Governor of California. 
The California delegation, as-I understand, are not now, and 
never were, in favor of governmental ownership of these roads 
or any roads: So far as I am concerned, I laim any such 


urpose. 
* I want to call the attention of the committee to a remark made 
yesterday by the gentleman who is in charge of the bill. 
Mr. HILBORN I hope that the gentleman will deny the state- 
ment made yesterday that we were all intimidated. 
Mr. BARHAM. Oh, everybody knows that a Californian is 
never intimidated by anything—the Examiner, or anything else. 
Mr. Chairman, the distin hed gentleman who has charge of 
this bill said yesterday—and I deem it of most importance in this 
inquiry, as*to whether we have a mortgage lien or a statutory 
lien upon the terminals—he said yesterday, in a statement to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts {Mr. McCa.1], that the section 
to which the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. Boatner] referred 
haa been directly passed by the Supreme Court, and that 
the Supreme Court had held in that case that our statutory lien 
— did not extend to the terminals: 
ow,lc 
opinion, he knows that that is not the effect of the decision. The 
court, in 118 United States, as the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. 
Powers] knows, ree but one question, and that was section 
2of the Thurman Act. It'was not upon section 9;asthe gentleman 
undertook to make the committee believe eeeiee What is 
section 9? It is part of the Thurman Act, drawn by that great 
constitutional lawyer, who knew all the facts-governing this case. 
Section 9 covers like a blanket all of the rty which is referred 
tointhis bill. It was written to cover it all. Itcovers the Omaha 
Bridge; it covers all of the terminals; and no man can read seéc- 
tion 9 of the Thurman Act without confessing, if he is a lawyer, 
or if he can understand the English language, that it covers the 
terminals and all parts of this road. And yet we aretold by these 
gentlemen that we are getting additional security. 
Mr. WATSON of Ohio. May I ask the gentleman a question? 
Mr. BARHAM. Ican not beinterrupted. If you will give me 
time I will answer any question you may ask. 
Section 9 says: 
That all sums of money due the United States from any of these companies 
ively, whether payable presently or not, and all sums to be 


the United States into the Treasury or into the sinking fund under 
Pris oa or under the acts hereinbefore referred 


to, or otherwise, are hereby 
declared to be a lien on all of rare, assets, rights, franchises of every 
description granted or conveyed by the United ‘States to any of said com- 


or jo ‘ u all of the - 
Peatpeacstat end wiscl cabs tosctees er ch eseerstcorpeletbon? 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BARHAM. [ask five minutes more. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from California asks: that 
his time be extended for five minutes. Isthereobjection? [After 
a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

r.B . Mr. Chairman, it appears from section 9 that 
all the property owned by the Union ific or Central Pacific is 
covered’ by the Thurman Act; and there can not be the least ques- 
tion inthe world about it. Now, the gentleman from Vermont 
cites 118'United States Reports. All you have got to do in the 
= gentlemen, is to read 118 United States to see that that 

ecision is- confined solely to section 2. And what is section 2? 
It provides:for compensation for transportation. That is a debt 
from the Government to the companies, and does not require 
security, as section 9 does, 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio, Your time has been extended; will you 
answer a question? 
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Govgrament, ov ony exbeusion of the time fox ym of 
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lenge thatstatement. Ifthegentlemanever read the 
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Mr. BARHAM, Certainly. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. How could the Government get a lien 
or a mortgage upon this portion of the road which the Govern- 
ment did not assist in building? 

‘ M. By declaring as was declared inthe Thurman 


‘| Act. Wenever had, and have not now, anything but a cen 
instru Senat: da est our 
oppose, Dy-all honorable moans, the enactment of | WW, 


lien, just as hasbeen declared in this act, and as in the act of 1863, 

e never had anything but a statutory lien, nothing else; and the 
gentleman isa lawyer and knows what I say is true, 

Mr. WATSON of'Ohio. I do not know anything of the kind. 

Mr: BARHAM. Then you donot know much law. [Laughter.] 

Mr: WATSON of Ohio. I would rather have somebody pass on 
that who does: know some law. ; 

Mr: BARHAM: Iam going to pass on it. 

Mr: WATSON of Ohio. Do not you know that the Supreme 
Court has decided that the only lien the Government has is on the 
bond-aided a of the line? 

Mr. BARHAM. Iam glad the gentleman asked that question. 
The Supreme Court of the United States has decided nothing of 
the kind, under the Thurman Act, on causes of action. If you 
have-read the decisions, you will find that they are upon causes of 
action that arose before and not under the Thurman Act. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. No, sir; not‘at all. 

Mr. BARHAM. Yes, sir; at all; and if you have read them 
you know. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. You seem to speak with a great deal 
of positiveness. 

r. BARHAM: You seem to be attempting to mislead the 
House about the matter. 
e _ WATSON of Ohio. I am not endeavoring to mislead the 

ouse. 

Mr. BARHAM. The great constitutional lawyer; Senator 
Thurman, drafted this-act, and this act has been declared consti- 
tutional by the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Will the gentleman allow me to ask 
him another question? 

Mr. BARHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Do you not know 118 United States, 
the case to which you refer, decided thatthe act of 1878, the Thur- 
man Act, and the act of 1864—— 

Mr. BARHAM. Are in pari materia. 

Mr. WATSON of-Ohio. In pari materia, to be construed to- 
gether; and therefore that the lien of the Government only at- 
tached to the bond-aided portion of the road. 

Mr. BARHAM. They did not decide anything of the kind. 

Mr: WATSON of Ohio. Well, lawyers will disagree. 

Mr; BARHAM. They decided just what I have said, that the 
compensation for transportation 

Mr; POWERS: Will the gentleman from California print in 
his* remarks the opinion in the case of 118 United States? That 
will test your honesty in what you are saying. 

Mr. BARHAM. I hardly think it necessary to print the report 
in my remarks. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Will you print any part of it in your 
remarks? 

Mr. BARHAM. Will you? 

Mr. POWERS. Here it is; will you read it? 

Mr. BARHAM. I -will if the House will give me time. 
objection to the time to be taken in reading this report? 

ae POWERS... Wait: until somebody objects before you ask 
that. 

Mr: BARHAM: Now,I say to this House that section 9, to 
which the gentleman from Vermont referred, is not construed in 
this: opinion; only section 2, which refers to compensation for 
transportation—over 2,165 miles of leased road which these roads 
did not own. That was the question under investigation, and 
which the court determined. 

Mr. Chairman, the Government has a plain legal remedy against 
the stockholders of the bond-aided roads for any deficiency which 
may exist after sale of the roads on foreclosure. 

I call the attention of the House to the fact stated in the report 
of the United States Pacific Railway Commission at page 140 (Sen- 
ate Executive Document No. 51, Fiftieth Congress), where it is 
shown that of the subscribed capital stock only $1,797,350 was paid 
up, when $97,098,590 should have been paid up. That is, of the 
subscription to the-capital there remains unpaid by the stockhold- 
ers over $95,000,000. 

By section 2 of the act.of 1864 the stockholders are required to 
pay in forthe capital stock at the rate of $5 per share every six 
months, in-money, until the same is fully paid in, and that there 
now remains of the subscribed capital stock $95,000,000 which has 
never been paid in. 

It isan elemertary principle of equity that the capital stock of a corpora- 
tion, whether = into the treasury of the corporation or retained by the 
stockholders of the corporation, is a trust fund to which the creditor of the 


corporation has the first lien and the equitable right to look to and subject 
it to the payment of his debts. 





Is there 
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Thompson on Liability of Stockholders, section 11, says: 

This fand (the capital stock) is the stock held out to the public upon the 
faith of which the company obtains credit. 

The Government of the United States is a creditor of the Union 
Pacific, the Kansas Pacific, Central Branch, and the Central Pacific 
in the sum of about $112,000,000. Of these companies the stock- 
holders have only paid $1,797,850, although the amount which should 
have been paid in by the stockholders is $97,098,590, leaving an 
unpaid balance of capital stock of over $95,000,000. Now, it is an 
admitted fact that these companies are notoriously insolvent. 

The companies being insolvent, the United States being a credi- 
tor, there is no reason in the world why the stockholders should 
noi pay this trust fund—this $95,000,000—to this Government. 

In Adler vs, Milwaukee (13 Wis., 60) the supreme court of 
Wisconsin said: 

It would be contrary to the plainest principle of law and - ty, as well as 
common sense, after having subscribed to the capital stock, to allow the 
stockholders, through their own or the willful neglect and dishonest practice 
of its officers, to refuse to pay in unpaid stock to discharge the fair and just 
debts due from the company. . 

There is no conflict in the authorities upon this question; all 
law writers and commentators and all decisions which treat of 
this question lay down the same rule. 

It seems that some members have taken the view that the Gov- 
ernment, though being a creditor, could not sue the stockholders 
directly, but must work out its rights through the corporation; 
that the Government must have the corporation sue its stock- 
holders, or that the Government must sue the corporation, obtain 
judgment, issue execution, and have it returned nulla bona, and 
that because of the great lapse of time since the money should 
have been paid by the stockholders the Government is barred by 
the statute of limitations. 

They are, J submit, in error on all these propositions. It is ele- 
mentary law—a maxim-—-that the law never requires the doing of 
an idle act. The corporations being confessedly insolvent, it is 
not required that the creditor should be compelled to pursue the 
idle process of suing the corporation, obtaining judgment, issuing 
execution, and have it returned unsatisfied. ; 

In 2 Cook on Corporations, section 11, page 251, lays down the 
tniversal rule thus: iy 

When a corporation is notoriously insolvent, the remedy against the cor- 
poration need not be pursued. The action may be brought by the creditors 
against the stockholders. 

There is no conflict in the authorities upon this question. There 
is an unbroken chain of authorities laying down this rule, besides 
which it is an elementary principle of common sense. It is so an- 
nounced in Camden vs. Doremus, 3 How., 515, 5383; Terry vs. Tub- 
mab, 92 U. S.. 156; Stutz vs. Handy, 41 Fed. Rep., 531; Kimber 
vs. Bank of Fulton, 49 Ga., 419; 9 Oreg., 200, and in many other 
authorities. So that there remains no question about the right of 
the Government to maintain the action directly against the stock- 
holders when the corporation is insolvent. 

The next point urged by the advocates of the measure is that the 
Government is barred by the statute of limitations, and the chair- 
man. of the committee upon this question obtained the opinion of 
the Attorney-General of the United States. The Attorney-Gen- 
eral gave the committee a written opinion in which he holds that 
the Government of the United States is barred by limitation from 
maintaining the action. 

The question propounded by the chairman of the committee 
Mr. Powers] is whether, if such liability exists, the United 
tates will be barred in any action which might be brought for 

the enforcement thereof by the statute of limitations which would 
bar the companies if the actions were brought in their name and 
behalf. In other words, whether the United States would be en- 
titled to maintain action as creditors of said corporations against 
its directors and officers which the corporations themselves could 
not maintain. 

The Attorney-General answered in this way: 

As the United States would be merely asserting the rights of the companies 
as assets to be applied to the payment of their creditors, any statute of limi- 
tations which would bar the companies would also bar the United States. 

This is manifestly erroneous. There is a great mass of author- 
ity, without conflict, holding that the United States when assert- 
ing rights as a sovereign power is not barred. 

In United States vs. Nashville and Chattanooga Railway Com- 
pany (118 U. S., 125), the United States had taken certain Cherokee 
bonds, which if at the time the action was brought had been held 
by the Cherokee holders, it would have been barred by limitation. 

It is not possible to get a more precise case, one on all fours with 
the one Iam now discussing. The Supreme Court, Justice Gray 
delivering the opinion, said: ; 

It is settled beyond doubt or controversy, upon the foundation of the great 

rinciple of public policy, applicablet o all governments alike, which forbids 
Phat the public interests ae be prejudiced by the negligence of the officers 
or agents to whose care they are confined, that the United States, asserting 
rights vested in them as a sovereign Government, are not 


by an 
statute of limitations unless Congress has clearly manifested its intention 
that they should be so barred. 


Congress has never manifested such intention. It is 
apparent that the Attorney-General has fallen into error in 
opinion to the committee. It is to be regretted that an official 
in office should upon such great questions of public and nati 
importance fall into error against and to the great danger of the 
public interests. 

Yet this only illustrates the necessity of the rule laid down 
——— urt of the United States which I have just ° 

a — 


The great principle of public policy forbids that the public interests should 
be prejadicad by neatigenes of the officers or agents to whose care they 
are con . 


The committee have, however, recognized the error of the Attor- 
ney-General upon this a in this bill, and have attempted to 
ome the rights of the Government upon the question which I 
present. 


It is provided at the end of the bill that— 


Nothing herein contained shall be held to deny, exclude, or impair an’ 
right or remedy in the premises now existing in favor of the Uniten State, 


It is manifest that this provision has no purpose except to mis- 
lead. *It is perfectly meaningless. What right or remedy is pre- 
served in favor of the United States, and against whom? 

Could any court construe that provision as retaining in the 
United States any right or remedy it now has against a stockholder 
who has not paid up his capital stock? Clearly not. It does not 
so provide. ides which, the Government is extending the debt 
of the corporations for many years, taking other security, and pro- 
viding that all liens upon the railroad, the property, and the rev- 
enue by virtue of any existing laws ‘shall cease and determine,” 
and placing $45,000,000 more prior to the Government lien. 

Does not anybody know that the doing of these things ipso facto 
releases the claim against the stockholder? The only result of this 
provision is to mislead, bewilder, and confuse. 

Is it possible that it can be in good faith claimed that this pre- 
tended saving clause can be of any benefit to the United States? 
Already the question which I present is surrounded and beset 
with quite enough difficulty without encumbering it with the 
dead weight which this measure proposes. 

But, in answer to all this, it ist ne ny by some that in the case 
of United States vs. Stanford, recently handed down by the Su- 
preme Court, the question has been settled inst the Govern- 
ment. If gentlemen who have such views simply read the 
opinion of the court in that case they will at once see that such is 
not the case. The point which I[ have just called the attention of 
the House to was not involved in that case. The only point de- 
cided or involved in that case was as to the liability of a stock- 
holder of the Central Pacific under the constitution and laws of 
California—that is, the statutory liability in California; and the 
court held that, the California company having accepted the 
terms of the acts of Congress, the see Itnine national, and that 


the liability of the stockholder was no longer governed by the 
constitution or laws of California, 
The laws of California have imposed an additional liability. 
The liability of the stockholder to pay the full amount of his 
subscription is fundamental for the benefit of creditors of the 
corporation. Our constitution has added a further liability which 
makes the stockholder liable not —S the extent of his sub- 


scription to the capital stock, but to whatever remains beyond for 
his proportion of the debt according to the amount of stock which 
he holds bears to the whole amount of capital stock. That is, 
although a stockholder may have paid in the full amount of the 
capital stock for which he subscribed, yet he is liable beyond this 
for his share of the debt of the corporation, measured by the 
amount of stock he holds. If he holds one-tenth of the stock, he 
must pay one-tenth of the debt. 

But I say the liability of a stockholder for his subscription to 
the capital stock is not passed upon in United States vs. Stanford. 

In that case (161 U. 8., page 429) the Court holds that the acts 
of Con do not impose upon the stockholders a personal 
responsibility to pay the debts of Central Pacific, but in this con- 
nection says: 


They (the stockholders) were bound, of course, to make good the amount 
of their subscriptions; but that being done, their A yey responsthirr to 
creditors of the corporate body ceased. (Pollard vs. Baile Wall., 520; 
Terry vs. Little, 101 U. 8., 216; 3 Thompson on Corp., sec. citing other 
authorities.) 

The court then proceeds to show that the stockholders of the 
Central Pacific are upon equal terms with the Union Pacific, and 
that their responsibilities are the same. The fact that the Central 
Pacific is a California corporation does not im additional lia- 
bility on its stockholders. And at page 431 the court expressly 
reserves the question I am presenting, and says: 


It should be remembered that the question here is not whether the stock- 


holders of the California com ean be made liable for its debts to the 
United States arising in cuas of er ae Gan taller Gn Faia celeama 
acts. 













The court must of ooently ae 2 the liability of a eee 
poder to pay i his subsort on to the capital stock. There 
no other Lability, sneer Ss statutory 7 ty ye the laws of 
California, against w the court hel » 6 Stanford case. 

i with a cause of action in favor of the Government 
t, and one which will bring sto this Government $95,000,- 
000, the people of this country will n Congress in releas- 
ing and in condoning what is claimed to be one of the greatest 
frauds of this or any other century. 

This measure provides for the leasing of the roads which accept 
the terms of the act. 

This is provided for in section 21. The law as now construed 
by our courts does not permit one competing road to lease or con- 
trol another and competing line. This rule has its foundation in 
public policy, and is intended to prevent monopaly. I think this 

rovision in the bill is the very Pandora’s box of evil, and will over- 
a principle which has been a established. 
The company which accepts the of this bill may by ex- 
ress authority lease its way and property, or ~~ part of it, 
a competing road. Ourcourts, after many long and wearisome 
contests, have held, and the Supreme Court of the United States 
has just recently handed down two opinions, one from Kentucky 
and one from Montana, holding that the leasing of pune lines 
is illegal and void, being contrary to public po ov provision 
will confer upon the accepting roads rights and privileges which 
no other roads have. 

It can not be that this House will change suca a salutary rule 
of exi .aW in a bill of this nature when the attention of the 
members is not sup to be directed to it, and in the nature of 
oss would not be found in such a bill. 

I think a change of such importance should not be considered 
in a bill of this nature. 

Let us inquire for a moment into the result of one competing 
road leasing another and competing. 

Take, as an illustration, one of the involved roads, the Central 
Pacific, which is now leased to the Southern Pacific. This lease, 
of course, is void; but see how it has operated upon the income of 
the Central Pacific. 

In 1894 a lease was made for ninety-nine years of the Central to 
the Southern. 

In 1891 the net earnings of the Central were $2,144,000; in 1892, 
$861,000; in 1893, $784,000; in 1894, the year the lease was made, 
$144,000; and in 1895, $42,000. 

It is inconceivable how the income of a road could be reduced 
from $2,000,000, and inside of four years, to $42,000—that is, the 
income of 1895 was only one fiftieth part of that of 1891—except by 
manipulation uliar to Pacific railroading; and yet this is just 
what happened, according to the statement of Mr. Tweed, made 
before the committee who reported this bill. 

And this leads to another thought in considering this measure, 
and that is, that under the Thurman Act, in 1891, the Central 
Pacific paid in, or should have paid, the percentage on $2,144,000, 
and in 1895 there was paid in a percentage on $42,000 only. The 
loss to the Government is apparent. 

I submit to the House that if this is only a coincident, it isa 
coincident that I think the courts should inquire into, and that 
this, with a mass of similar coincidents, should not be released and 
condoned without even an inquiry of any nature, but rather to 
offer a reward for future acts or coincidents of the same nature, 
by expressly providing in this bill that any accepting road under 
this act may lease its railway and property to a competing line. 

Considerable stress is laid upon the fact that the Government 
should, if it takes the roads, have the feeders and branches. 

In the first place, it is apparent that the feeders and branches 
have been constructed by the earnings of the trunk lines, and at 
a continuous loss to them. The distribution of earnings between 
the feeders and the trunk has always been in favor of the feeders, 
and has taken from the net earnings of the main line and decreased 
the percentage to the Governmeut under the Thurman Act. 
These feeders are now and always have been operated at a loss, 
and as applicable to the aided roads the loss has continually fallen 
upon them. 

Many of the so-called feeders have been built as competing lines 
to roads already built. Some have been built to open up the 
| or of the stockholders of the trunk lines, and at a loss to it. 

ese branch lines in 1886 had debts to the amount of $48,000,000, 
with an interest charge of over $3,000,000 a year. 

In making returns of net earnings, these companies have never 

rted the amounts deducted by them for pools, rebates. and dis- 
criminations.. They have deducted without right over $25,000,000 
for pools, rebates, and discriminations—a loss to this Govern- 
ment of $8,000,000. (Ex. Doc. No. 51, pp. 142, 143.) 

The Central and Union Pacific between them have paid over 
$4,000,000 to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company to maintain 
— rates. 

e Union Pacific Railway Company has a proprietary interest 
in 41 corporations, and owns stocks and bonds in 36 railroad com- 
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panies, $4 owns stock in 18 other corporations, including the 
nion Elevator at Council Bluffs and Union Hlevator at Omaha. 
In addition to all these stocks and bonds, the Union Pacify 
Company owns coal and other lands valued at over $198,000, oa 
the e Soda Works, worth $64,000. 

An examination of the reports of the helping or feeding roads 
will show a system carried on inconsistent ith honesty. 

To inflate the capital of the Oregon Short Line, its cost was re- 
ported at $29,000,000, while in fact it cost less than $15,000,000. 
(Ex. Doc. No. 51, p. 178.) 

The California and Oregon division of the Central Pacific igs 
reported as costing $8,340,000, when in fact the actual cost of 
construction was only $3,505,609. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired, and 
the gentleman from Wyoming is recognized. 

Mr. MONDELL. Mr. Chairman, House bill 8189, now under 
consideration, and commonly known as the “Pacific Railroad 
funding bill,” sets forth in its title, among other things, that it is 
intended thereby ‘‘to provide for the settlement of claims grow- 
ing out of the issue of bonds to aid in the construction of certain 
railroads, and to secure the payment of all indebtedness to the 
United States of certain companies therein mentioned.” 

I am opposed to the passage of this bill, because in my opinion 
the enactment of its provisions into law would not accomplish the 
very desirable objects thus set forth, namely: 

First. The final settlement of claims growing out of the issue of 
bonds to aid in the construction of certain railroads. 

Second. The payment of all indebtedness to the United States 
of certain companies therein mentioned. 

I think there is no gentleman on the floor of this House but will 
agree that it is highly desirable and exceedingly important that 
the questions involved in connection with the Government’s rela- 
tions with the Union Pacific and Central Pacific railways be set- 
tled finally and forever, and that it is equally desirable and 
important that the Government shall receive full returns for the 
debts owing by these roads tothe Government. Incgmmon, there- 
e, with probably every member of this House, I would hail 

satisfaction an oo of settlement which would finally 

y dispose of the matter. 

en the original acts ot 1862 and 1864 were passed, providing 
Government aid to certain lines of railway under certain con- 
ditions, provisions were then made for payments to the General 
Government by the companies, which undoubtedly, in the opinion 
of the framers of that legislation, would beamply sufficient to secure 
the payment of the interest upon the subsidy bonds and entirely 
liquidate in due time the principal of those bonds. No better illus- 
tration of the seeming impossibility of making provisions in leg- 
islation of this character which shall fulfill the expectations of 
the framers of such legislation could be had than a Gnowieies of 
the results of these enactments. For many reasons which I shall 
not stop to detail, but some of which have causéd vast scandal and 
tended to fasten in the public mind the conviction that no honest 
effort was being made by those in control of the roads to provide 
for the payment of either interest or principal on the debt to the 
Government, the provisions in the original act for the protection 
of the Government proved utterly inadequate to provide for the 
payment of the interest on the Government subsidy bonds. The 
notorious scandals connected with the management of the road 
and the fact that the Government seemed each year to be placed 
in a position which gave less and less hope of the ultimate extinc- 
tion of the debt owed by the roads called forth the Thurman Act 
of 1878, with its provisions for larger annual payments to the 
Government by the roads for the liquidation of the principal and 
interest of their governmental indebtedness and the extension of 
the Government lien to other properties than those included in 
the acts of 1862 and 1864. Owing again to numerous causes, 
among which figured prominently many acts of railway financial 
manipulation, which have subjected the management of the com- 
panies toa vast amount of merited criticism, the bill failed to 
realize the expectation of its framers, and now we find the Union 
Pacific and Central Pacific railways in the hands of receivers, con- 
fessed bankrupts, defaulters to the Government of the United 
States for many years’ interest, and finally for a part of the 
principal of their debts, seeking some settlement with the Goy- 
ernment and other creditors whereby they may resume opera- 
tions as solvent railway corporations. 

The ambition of the owners of these roads to settle their diffi- 
culties and resume operations in the normal manner are praise- 
worthy and laudable, but, Mr. Chairman, in my opinion, the 
passage of the bill now pending before this House would onl 
continue for an almost interminable length of time the same un- 
satisfactory conditions, or even more unsatisfactory conditions 
than have existed between the roads and the Government in the 
years _ 
in the limited time at my disposal in the discussion of the ques- 
tion I shall refer to that phase of it which particularly bears upon 
the relations of the Government to the Union Pacific Railroad, 
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‘ded lines. The Statewhich I have the honor to represent on the 

oor of this House has within its borders over 500 miles of ‘this 
road. Itisthe only line of railway which traverses the southern 
portion of the State and is the only line which extends entirely 
across it. On. this line of railway’are 1 nearly all of the 
townsof any considerable size within theState, and overtwo-thirds 
of our population are entirely dependent upon this road.as.a means 
of communication and tra rtation. e country on both sides 
of the road is wonderfully rich in mineral products—coal in inex- 
haustible quantities, the precious minerals, iron; copper; soda, and 
petrcleum. abound, and are awaiting development. We of Wy- 
oming have been eagerly and anxiously. looking forward to the 
time when the settlement, in some way, of the Government claim 
upon the road would once more place it in the hands of and under 
the management of the men who actually own it ‘at a figure ap- 
proximately measuring the actual value and earning capacity. of 
the road under fair freight and passenger tates. We have felt that 
so long as*this enormous Government debt is hanging over the 
road as a second mortgage we could not hope for the building and 
extension of feeders and branches tending to the development of 
any of our ‘manifold resources, for the reason that the temptation 
to each successive management was not to develop the country 
through ‘which the:road passed with the view of increasing. the 
value of the property thereby, but simply to get every dollar out 
of the road possible to obtain for the benefit of the management 
and the first-mortgage bondholders, without in any way enhancing 
the value of the property upon which the Government's lien ex- 
isted or to pay more than was absolutely required of the Govern- 
ment obligation. ‘After us ‘the deluge” seems to have beén the 
motto of the gentlemen who have been connected with the:road in 
the past.. Ido not know but that it is entirely natural that these 
gentlemen shouldendeavorto protect theirown interests priorto the 
interests of the Government, but, as 1 have before stated, some of 
the means by which this has been accomplished have been, to say 
the very least, exceedingly questionable: 

Now, Mr#Chairman, what we want—what the people at large. 
want; what every succeeding American Congress will ie 
for doing—is to forever eliminate this quéstion from Am 
politics and settle it once and for all time, and close up the ame 
isfactory copartnership of the Government with these 2} 
corporations.. Does this bill, in any particular, accomplish this? 
I believe not. 

The bill provides that for the next ten years’ the-Union: Pacific 
Company shall pay'‘annually to the Government the sum of $365,- 
000 of the principal of its debt, and interest at the rate of 2 per 
cent; that for the ten years following the company shall pay on 
the prinvipal of its debt the sum of $550,000 per annum, .and there- 
after $750,000 annually, on the principal of its indebtedness—a 
scheme that will delay the final extinction of the Union’ Pacific 
debt to a date eighty-three years from now; a settlement, forsooth, 
which is not consummated until three generations of men shall 
have passed away, and which provides for the final payment of 
the debts of the company in the third century of the Republic— 
a time so distant and remote that no man can say that there will 
be any preperty to levy upon, what shall be-the conditions sur- 
rounding the property, or what will be the-value of the road or 
its earning capacity—a settlement which seems to be founded on 
the assumption that this company will be ina condition twenty 
years hence to pay the Government annually, on the principal of 
its debt, double what it is now able to pay or will be for the next 
ten years; a settlement the real test-of the success of which would 
not come for "ten or twenty years hence, for the paltry sum. pro- 

osed to be paid annually for the next ten years on principal and 
interest would more than be covered by the Government trans- 
ortation and mail contracts; a settlement that doesnot settle, 
or the reason that we have no means. of knowing that the com- 
panies nOw operating these roads, or that ‘may be organized to 
operate them, will accept these conditions; and, further, for the 
more important reason that the bill provides that the roads may 
thrown upon the Government whenever the company finds it 
for its interest so to do, 

Section 13 of the bill provides that whenever, in the opinion of 
the President of the United States, it shall be deemed necessary 
to the protection of theinterests and thepreservation of the secur- 
ity of the United States in respect of -its lien, mortgage, or other 
interest in the property, the President shall direct the Secretary 
of the Treasury to redeem or pay off any paramount lien by pay- 
ing the sums lawfully due in respect thereof out of the Treasury 
of the United States; and no man knows at what time’ in the 
eighty years during which the settlement shall be pending the 
President may be called upon to pay off paramount incumbrances, 
or to what-extent he may be forced todoso. It is not entirely 
clear to my mind what the intent of this section is, for I can not 
conceive'that it gives the Governmentany further security or any 
advantage in the collection of its debt further than are conferred 
by the remainder of the act. I can readily understand, however, 


ica tne the original Union Pacific and Kansas Pacific bond- 
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that under the provisions octhe first partof this section the com- 
pany might reap a considerable advan’ \ 

r. Pierce, who ap before the Senate and House 
mittees in-the interest of the reorganization: committee, ciated 
that under the act of Congress subordi . the Governmen 
lien. to the: first-mort bonds the consent of the Government 
to be sued was involvéd. Taking this view of the case, it seenis 
to me there would be no question but that these gentlemen: would 
hold that under the provisions of this act the:Government 
be made a party to a suit in equity for the foreclosure of the 
first-mortgage bonds. If conditions should arise (and such con- 
ditions are by no means impossible) whereby the property of 
the Union Pacific Railway should be decreased in-value to an ex- 
tent that would jeopardizethe interests: of -the- fii 
bondholders, and there was any danger that the road under f 
sale would not bring the amount of -the first-mortgage bonds, by 
the simple act of failure to pay interest on these firstamortgage 
bonds a suit could ‘be instituted for the foreclosure, and, under 
the provisions of this act, the people of the United States would 
be compelled for the ‘‘ protection of the interests and the preser- 
vation of the security. of the United Statesin respect of its lien” 
to redeem or otherwise clear off ee Hon by-paying 
the ‘‘sums lawfully due in respect thereof out of the Treasury: 
the United States.” Really, this isa -very ‘clever arrangement, 
whereby in no event can the first-mortgage bondholders receive 
less than par for their bonds. 

The provisions of this bill will not settle the question of ‘the 
Pacific nailways, for the reason, further; that under “those provi- 
sions there are created, prior and paramount to the-Governmént 
lien and mortgage, a first mortgage on the Union Pacific.lines, 
amounting to at least the sum of $54,388,000, 

The present indebtedness of the Union Pacifie associated lines 


on first-mortgage bonds is $33,532,000... Under foreclosure at the 
present time this sum would be prior to the mortgage to the Gov- 
ernment. Under eee of this bill theGovernment allows 
the sum of $20,656, to be made- prior to-its lien in addition to 
the amount which now occupies :that favored position.. In-view 
of allowing this further amount to be placed as a prior‘lien upon 
all of the property of the company, the supposition is, from read- 
ing the bill, that the Government secures a lien which it does not 
now have on the unaided portions of the road and certaim other 
property of the company... As to this property, it is «claimed, I 
ee by those who are advocating-the passage of this bill, 

hat it would for the first time become subject to the Government 
lien under the provisions of this bill. On that point some very 
good lawyers; among them Senators of the United States, are of 
the opinion that the: so-called Thurman Act of 1878, by:the pro- 
visions of section 9, which are as follows— 


That all sums due to the United Statesfrom ‘any of said 
ively, whether payable presently or not, and all sums required to: be to 
the United States or into the Treasury, orintosaid sinking fund under ee 
orunder theacts hereinbefore referred to, or otherwise, aré hereby 4 

to be a lien upon'all the property, estate; ts; and franc’ 

scription ted or conv by. , 

respectively or er and also u 

and mixed, assets and income of the 

ively, fromw' r source derived, su 
mount mortgage, lien; oF claim thereon— 


extends the lien of the Government over al] of the property owned 
by the Union Pacific Railway Company. 1 know-that it is -con- 
tended that the decision of the Supreme Court in the-case:of the 
United States against the Central Pacific Railway, of May 10, 1886 
(118 U. 8. Rep,), is to the effect that the United States: has no lien 
under the Thurman Act other than upon the-bond-aided j ns 
of the road and yee referred to in the acts under :-which -this 
road was organized, t it is also the opinion of many able at- 
torneys that that decision does not take-up or decide the question 
as to the extension of the Government's lien for the t of 
the principal and interest of the debt owed by the road to theGov- 
ernment.. So it appears to be a grave question! whether the pro- 
visions of this bill, which adds twenty-odd millions of dollars to 
the debt of the road made prior to the lien of the Government, 


| really adds a dollar's worth of property to the security'the Gov- 


ernment now has or would -have: under a foreclosure carried out 
under the provisions of existinglaw. On the other hand, it is the 
opinion of many who are competent to judge of the value of the 
properties which it is claimed by the advocates of this bill are for 
the first time made subject to the Government lien that the prop- 
erties are highly valued at thesum of over $20,000,000, which is 
by this act made prior to the Government lien, in addition to the 
amount of the present first mortgage, and that, therefore, even 
when admitting that these properties are for the first time added 
to those on which the Government has-a lien, the Government 
does not receive: ony. additional security thereby. It is assumin 

altogether too much to say that, as ‘a matter of fact, this Sptaaneed 
extension of the Government lien really embraces any property 
not embraced in the extensions of the Thurman Act; in-view of 
the expressed opinion of eminent lawyers to the contrary, and I 
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therefore insist that that is not a settlement in any sense of the 
_ tedness without, 


word which increases prior and paramount indeb 

with any degree of certainty, furnishing any further 
arity, 

ont, teorinen of this bill, in my opinion, will. not settle the 

question of the Goyernmient’s unsatisfactory condition in its con- 


nection with the Union Pacific Railway, for‘the very important: 


reason that this bill provides for the payment of the p 
debts to its pnblie and private creditors by starting out an 
assumption of an amount of indebtedness: y in exeess of the 
real value of the p , and payable under conditions which, 
in my opinion at least, the company can never meet, It is*all 
very well to say that we insist that the Union Pacific Railway 
shall pay every dollar of the indebtedness owing to the Govern- 
ment, principal and interest. but it is not carrying out the idea 
embodied in that’ statement-in good faith to pene or to agree 
to a so-called. settlement the conditions of which, taking into 
consideration ‘the condition of the pro’ andthe business the 
road is now doing and is likely to do in the future, im burdens 


which the ennermees of the road are quite sure to find it imipos- 
sible or not to the interest of the: first- we. bondholders to 
attempt to fulfill. If, asa private individual; you are making a 
settlement with a creditor who has other debtors having claims 
prior, antecedent, and paramount'to yours, you will first endeavor 
to ascertain the earning capacity of the property upon which ‘the 
total indebtedness is a lien, and then arrive at some settlement 
whereby, under the conditions which a and which to your 
best understanding and knowledge of the conditions will iin 
the future, and thatthe property, to the best of your knowledge and 
belief, underall the circumstances, can, under ordinary conditions, 
meet accruing obligations.. It would be the extreme height of 
folly to agree to a settlement simply to make a good showing on 
paper, the conditions of which would relieve your creditor toa very 
considerable extent-over a period of: years during which human 
foresight can form a reasonable estimate of the earning: capacity 
of the property, and providing for heavy payments only ata _— 
so distant in time that business foresight and sagacity could not 

property 


possibly form an estimate of the earfiing capacity of t 
at that time. 
We now propose to lighten the burden of the Union Pacifie Rail- 


way Company in payments to the Government for the next ten’ 


years to the amount of about $1,400,000 per annum on principal and 
interest'accounts: Under the requirements of the Thurman Act’ 
the company has owed the Government, since the passage of that 
act, an average amornt of $1,468,931 per annum; so that by the 
visions of' this biil, while claiming to extend the Government lien 
over a gréater amount of property, and which should résult in the 
ability of the company to pay a greater sum per annum, it’ accepts: 
conditions’ which places‘ the final payment of the Government 
indebtedness junior and stibseq uent'to the payment of'over twenty 
niillions of the first-mortgage bonds, and at the same time actually 
reduces the aniount of annual payment. 

The Government will not receive within the next ten years from 
the company under the — of this bill ‘as much as has been 
due it annually for the last seventeen years under the Thurinan 
Act, without taking into account the interest which accrued and 
shonld have been received ‘by the Governmenit from the roads ‘on 
the subsidy bonds duritig‘that period! During the next ten years 
thereafter the Government is to receive $185,000 more per annum 
than for the first ten years’ in payment on the principal, and at 


thee tion of ten’ years’ more, or beginnittg at the year 1917, 
$200,000 more in pa t'on the principal, or $750,000 per annutn. 
Now, if the Union c Railroad is ever going to be able to pay 


its indebtedness to the Government, it is my opinion it will be in 
better position to do so within the next twenty years than at any 
time in its ‘his thereafter, and if, in the opinion of the framers 
of this bill, the Union Pacific Ser shall not be able in the 
next ten or ae ge to pay more than the amounts provided 
under this bill, they confess to the world that in their opinion 
the company will never be ‘able to meet its Government obliga- 
tions, for, if they have any grounds on which to base the assump- 
tion that the roads will bein better financial condition in the dim 
and distant than in the near future, they have not made them 
known. Isubmitthat thereis nothing in the conditions surround- 
ing these properties which gives promise of ability to pay greater 
amounts*to' the Governinent in thé’ third and fourth and fifth 
decades hereafter than in the next ten or twenty years. In fact, 
the Union’ Pacific Railroad has handled more cars and tons of 
freight at certain periods during the last twelve months than it 
has ever handled in the same length of time in its history. The 
next twenty years will witness the development of the mineral 


and agrieultural resources along the line of its road and in the | 
country tributary to it, which will add to the earning capacity of | 
the road, unvexed by reductions in its tonnage by further compet- 


ing lines. But this same development will in course of time 
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continental lines shall share with it the natural increase of t 


cost of railway construction. 





its business shail be reduced by the narrowing of. its territory in 


that'length of time, or to what extent invading linés 1 keep 
down -the natural increase in its local business of competing trans- 
ugh 
and freight business. : 
twenty years has seen an. enormous decrease in the 
It is not probable that the coming 
twenty years will witness any further great decrease in the cost 
of-construction, but‘it is-a well-known fact that at this-time com- 
leting lines can be constructed more direct, and therefore shorter, 
competing:pomts than the Union Pacific, with lighter 
gradesand ata cost representing but a‘fraetion of the indebted- 
ness per mile-with' which you propose to burden. this road by the 
plan of' nization now before us. 

Taking all these matters into consideration, can any business 
man’ believe that there-is the slightest probability that the road 
will be able to earn more and pay more to the Govermment twenty 
years from’ now than at any time in the next two decades? In 
my opinion, the golden era of the Union Pacific Railroad is to be in 
the immediate future when the increased prosperity of the coun- 
try-in general, which we confidently hope for and expect, and the 
development of the territory along its line shall largely increase 
its t business before furthercompetition shall tend to reduce 
its proportion of through and local traffic. 

IT do not know by what of reasoning the framers of this 
bill have arrived at the conclusion that the amounts to be paid 
in the coming years provided therein are all that can be reasona- 
bly asked of'theroads. Ipresumethat they are judging the future 
by the ability of the roads to payin the past; and, taking into con- 
sideration the fact that the Union Pacific has claimed to be unable 
to pay the interest on its first-mortgage bonds and pay the Gov- 
ernment the amoniit required bythe Thurman Act, how do they 
expect'that the road shal! in the immediate future pay an increased 
interest’ charge prior to the Government’s lien, by reason of the 
addition of-$20,000,000 to its first-mortgage indebtedness, and then, 
ina dim and uncertain future, which the keenest human foresight 
can not fathom or explore, pay a largely increased amount of 
indebtedness per annum? 

It seems to me that this bill simply opens up an endless tangle 
and labyrinth of complications between the Government and the 
roads; coritinues'a copartnership between the Government and 
private corporations repugnant to the spirit of our institutions, 
and, judging from past H+ og one in which the Government 
always gets the worst of the deal. 

Let usitiagine, if you please, that this bill goes into effect, and 
that the Union Pacific Company accepts the provisions of this 
bill;.and that for the next ten years the company continues to 

¥ the Government.its:average yearly stipend of fourteen hun- 
red thousand .dollars:. Now, it is provided in section 21 of the 
bill that the companies taking advantage of the bill shall have the 
— of constructing or extending its railway by consolidation, 
,0r otherwise; and of leasing its railway and property or 
parts thereof. I leave to others the discussion of the legal ques- 
tions involved in the proposition of consolidation and lease and 
content myself with the single statement’ that this section confers 
powers on these railroad companies to consolidate with or lease 
tocompeting lines which are contrary to decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, the tenor of the statutes of the United 
States and of the States of this Union, and menacing the public 
good and welfare. 
That part of the provision which empowers the leasing of the 
railway or its property or any part thereof, those who are at all 
familiar with railway management will understand. One of the 
most prolific sources of injury to railway properties is the power 
exercised by railway managements to lease portions of their prop- 
erty to other corporations at figures and under conditions which 
the public has come to recognize as being in the interests of those 
in immediate control of the railway properties but not in the in- 
terest of the general creditors of the road. 

Under the provisions of this bill, no matter how much increased 
shall be the business of the Union Pacific in the next twenty 
years, no matter how enormous its earnings in the management 
of its properties might be, the Government will receive only the 
paltry sum provided for in the bill. You can rest assured that 
the opportunity to lease certain properties of the road, which might 
include coal properties which are immensely valuable, would be 
used in a-way that would not leave the apparent earnings of the 
company large enough to entitle the Government to any further 
annual payments than are provided for on account of principal 
and interest in this bill. I do not make this statement because I 
believe that the Union Pacific Railway will be in the hands of 
then who will not conduct the affairs of the road within the lines 
of legitimate management, as it is understood in certain railway 
circles; but because they will exercise their sagacity in the man- 
agement of affairs, as the interests of those in the control of the 


The 


encourage the building of lines which will draw more and-niere | road:shall dictate, after fulfilling their statutory obligations to 
from its tetritory, and no rhan can foresee or tell to what-extent | the Government. Therefore it does not require any stretch of 
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the imagination to presume that after ten or twenty years, or 
even sooner, if business judgment shall suggest it, the Union 
Pacific Railway, having been drained, as it has been in the past, 
of every possible dollar that can be gotten out of it by high rates 
and shrewd manipulation of its auxiliary property, shall, by a 
refusal to pay for six months the accrued interest to the United 
States, be thrown upon the people of the nation like a Dead Sea 
apple, with neither flavor nor substance. Then the Government 
would be called upon to pay not the amount which it would be com- 
pelled to pay to-day in order to meet the first mortgage, if it saw fit 
so to do, but an amount increased to the extent of $20,000,000, or, in 
other words, to protect its interest in the road by the payment of 
the first-mortgage bonds, approximating $55,000,000, 

What better position will the Government be in then than it is 
to-day? It may bein an infinitely worse position, for we do not 
know when this will occur, and we do not know what the value of 
these properties will be when it does occur. It might be the case 
that the road would not be worth a dollar more and not be able 
to earn a dollar more than the interest on the fifty-five-million- 
dollar first-mortgage bonds, and then the Government would be 
in the business of railroading with a vengeance, having purchased 
a railroad at twice its value. If the Government does not see fit 
to operate the road at that time, it can sell the same for what the 
a is worth. If the property sells for more than the $55,- 

,000, the Government will save the amount of the excess, what- 
ever that might be, and there is no reason to suppose that it would 
be more—and it might be vastly less—than the excess over the 
amount of the much smaller present ee indebtedness 
of the companies should the road be soid under foreclosure at this 
time. 

I am opposed, Mr. Chairman, to the provisions of this bill, 
because they do not in any particular materially change the status 
of the Government in its very unsatisfactory relations with the 
Union Pacific railways. Some of the astute attorneys for these 
railroads endeavor to create the impression that the Government 
has but a very precarious tail hold on the property of the com- 
panies at this time. However that may be, we certainly have a 
grip upon the companies’ ——— and solid, although it 
may be only upon the coetel appendage, and it is my opinion that 
we should not let go this firm hold upon the brush of the animal 
with the hope that as it goes fleeting past we may be able to gr 
it again, with a probability that our grasp will be very muc 
nearer the end of the brush than formerly. 

I am opposed to the bill for the reason that it offers no ray of 
hope to the people living along the line of the Union Pacific Rail- 
way for relief from the very unsatisfactory conditions that have 
existed there for years past. With our people it is not a matter 
of so great importance how the Government connection with the 
Union Pacific Railway shall be settled as that it shall be settled 
now and for all time. We look upon the darkened vista of the 
future which this bill seems to open with fear and a 
We can not fail to realize that it means the capitalization of a 
railroad on which we are largely dependent to an extent which 
in our opinion renders it impossible for it to compete in freight 
and passenger rates with roads now completed, or building, or in 
contemplation, in our State or adjoining territory. The work- 
ingmen of my State—the earaeaee of this road—look with appre- 
henrion on a bill which shall give the management the excuse for 
a reduction of wages, on the plea of a vast indebtedness to the 
Government which must be paid, and I protest most emphatically 
in the names of the employees of the Union Pacific Railroad, 
whose interests are jeopardized by the continued unnatural and 
unsatisfactory relations existing between the railroad and the 
Government, jeopardized by immense capitalization of the road 
upon which they are employed, which would almost compel the 
reduction of wages to bring the net earnings up to an amount 
sufficient to pay annual fixed charges. 

I protest in the name of the business communities which I rep- 
resent against the provisions of an act which will give an excuse, 
nay, even demand, the maintenance of high local rates in order to 
meet interest charges on a road bonded for nearly twice what it is 
worth, and possibly double the amount for which it could be 
duplicated. 

1 rebar in the name of common business judgment against a 
settlement which does not settle, and against a proposition which 
brings up before us ibilities and probabilities of a long time of 
litigation, auxiliary legislation, and probable final liquidation, with 
the Government holding the empty sack. 

I can not, in the brief time allotted to me for the discussion of 
this subject, even suggest legislation to meet the conditions now 
confronting us in the settlement with these roads. But I insist 
that no legislation that could possibiy be conceived, or no condi- 
tions that under any contingency could arise under existing leg- 
islation, could bring about a condition so harmful to the oom 
living along the lines of these roads, so fraught with future dan- 
gers and complications, so absolutely unfair to the Government, 
and, in the long run, so sure to prove unsatisfactory and damag- 





ing to the interests of the roads themselves and the owners thereof, 


as this bill. 

If the Government has, by acts of legislation, been 
position where it is impossible to recover what it has 
—— . ee See — we agen it will bo oad 

e people of the nation, and especially for people living 
the fine of the roads. No fear of the possible = the de 
owed to the Government should swerve those charged with the 
(uty of legislation or administration from winding upand ti | 
tor evermore all connection of the Government and the people 
the United States with the bond-aided corporations. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

e CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from California with- 
draw his formal amendment? 

Mr. BARHAM. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amendment 
to the section just read. I understand from the gentleman from 
Kansas, who offered an amendment just now, that he will reserve 
it for the a. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Thechairman of the committee, the tle- 
man from Vermont [Mr. Powers], and I have agreed that, if 
there be no objection on the part of the House, my amendment 
shall be considered as pending for a short time until he can ascer- 
tain whether it will be acceptable or not. 

There was no objection. 
—— PARKER. Mr. Chairman, I ask that my amendment be 


The amendment was read, as follows: 
Strike out, in line 5, page to the word “thereof” in line 


ina 
vanced to 


same page 
and insert the follo : “97, covering and embracing the en property 
said company, as a yyeeens consolidated, real, personal, and mixed, 
including all the rights, titles, and interests of such com: y in any stock, 
bonds, or securities, on lines or any branch lines or a companies in 
which such company has now any interest, and all railroads now owned or 
nee aa uired or Coneerueten Se said Union Pocwe maneend apna 
an eir franchises, telegra nes, rolling stock, fixtures, and propert 
of every kind and Sepetigtien, on well as those which it, its quceineore, = 
assigns may hereafter acquire. 


Mr. PARKER also offered the following: 
Syne ao Eee 21, page ._e er * _— at Gove after oe dis- 
on n e” and i “approv ch dispo 
Kition shall be made.” - - sna 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, I am not opposed to a funding 
bill. Ionly ask that any funding bill which we shall pass may 
—— for paying to the Government as much interest as the 

overnment has to pay out—3 per cent interest at least—and that 
the lien of the Government shall cover all the property of these 
companies. 1 told this committee yesterday that the business of 
these roads for eight or ten years past, according to information 
derived from the Railroad Commissioner, shows that they have 
earned above their other mortgage interest nearly 5 per cent on the 
whole Government debt. The interest on that other moctnee 
debt it is proposed to reduce from 6 per cent to 4 cent. 
that be done, there will be over 2 per cent more which could be 
applied to the Government debt. There is ample security for 4 
per cent first ee should not be blanket mortgages— 
and for 3 oe cent to the Government and for ae sinking funds. 
But that is only so if all the property repo by the Railroad 
Commissioner is included in the mortgage. 

Now, I have no hesitation in saying that property of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, valued by the Railroad Commissioner 
at $53,000,000, including stocks, bonds, and control of feeders, is 
left out of the description embraced in the bill. My amendment 

a in the first place that the description used in the bill as 
the property of the Central Pacific Company shall be used with 
reference to that of the Union Pacific, and include all property. 
In the second place, instead of the general provision that the rail- 
road company may dispose of any of its stocks, lands, or other 
assets or securities in any way that it chooses, provided that such 
disposition be reported within thirty days to the Treasurer of the 
United States, my amendment pro: to provide that this shall 
not be done without the consent of the Treasurer of the United 
States. This corresponds with the provision always included in 
similar cases. When trust mortgages are executed, the trustees 


must always consent. 
Now, let us see what ra this bill proposes shall be made 
subject to the mortgage in the case of the Union Pacific. Not all 
its property, but a certain line of road, together with certain land 
grants. The terminals are stated; and then, describing the prop- 
erty to be covered by the mortgage, the language is: 

All property appurtenant thereto embraced in and covered by existing 
mortgages of Xne‘Union Pacific Railway Company. 


That is all. What do those mortgages cover? Do they cover 
stocks and bonds? Those are not mentioned here. as this 
a intentional? I find similar phraseology at the top of 
page o: 


Shall cover all the lines of railway property, franchises, and rights embraced 
in and covered by 2 TROreERneD. 


said first 


1897. 





Again, in lines 9 and 10 of page 9, I find the same phrase: 

All other property embraced in said existing mortgages. 

Again, on page 10, lines 11, 12, 13, 24, and 25—I need not read 
the particular clauses—the language is repeated over and over 
again, that the new mortgage which the Government is to obtain 
is not to cover all the property of the company—its stocks, and 
bonds, and interest, and feeders, and whatever makes up the plant 
of which we know the income. Instead of that, this mortgage 
of the Government is to cover only certain parts of that property, 
carefully described as eo ed in the existing mortgages of 
that rr . Does that language cover all the property 

Mr. POW Will the gentleman allow a suggestion? 

Mr. PARKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. POWERS. I see that the gentleman in framing his amend- 
ment has followed the text of the original bill, so that the amend- 
ment is not applicable to the reprinted bill, in which the lines 





vary. 

Mr. PARKER. But there is no change in the language that I 
have been reading. It is exactly the same in the bill last printed 
as in the original print. 

Mr. POWERS. The object of my suggestion is to assist the 

entleman. His references tolines are wrong when applied to the 
bill as it is now before us. 

Mr. PARKER. I am very much obliged to the gentleman for 
his suggestion. 

ag the hammer fell. 

. POWERS. Iask that the gentleman from New Jersey may 
have a fair opportunity to present his amendment. 

Mr. PARKER. I should like to have a few minutes more. 

Mr. POWERS. I hope I may be allowed to complete my sug- 
gestion to the gentleman. The bill has been reprinted, and in 
reprinting the numbering of the lines has been changed. The 
gentleman in drawing his amendment has inadvertently referred 
to the original bill with the lines as originally numbe I sug- 
gest that he take his amendment and recast it so as to conform to 
the present reprint. 

Mr. PARKER. I will do so. 

Mr. POWERS. If the gentleman will recast the amendment, 
we shall be glad to examine it and take it into consideration. 

Mr. PAR I should like a minute or two more if I can 
have it. I ask unanimous consent to occupy three minutes more. 

The CHAIRMAN,- The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
PARKER] asks unanimous consent that his time be extended t 
minutes. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. PARKER. I do not know what may have been the inten- 
tion of the committee in inserting the language that I have read. 
We have no valuations of particular parts of the property. We 
have no statements in the report of the Railroad Commissioner as 
to the earnings of the different parts of the property. But we do 
find in the statement of the assets of the Union Pacific Railroad 
on 20 of the report of 1896, a recital of “ other stocks and 
bonds,” amounting to forty-seven millions and some odd thou- 
sands; and also a reference to ‘“‘ stocks and bonds held in trust for 
the company,” amounting to five millions and some odd thousands 
of dollars. 

We likewise have a statement of the liabilities of the road. 
There is under the first mortgage forty millions or more of indebt- 
edness; under the other funded debt forty millions more, and 
interest in arrears of two and a half millions on each, making 
$85,000,000 in all. And this bill proposes to place the funded debt 
at $54,000,000. Therefore, the question arises, What becomes of 
the other thirty or thirty-five millions? What has become of the 
other sixty millions (or ae tmnillions, as stated here by some one) 
of property on which the other thirty millions of debt is a lien? 
Why take a mortgage on part of the property instead of all of it? 
Give a lien on the whole of it, provide that it shall not be released 
without the consent of the Secretary of the Treasury, or any other 
persons you may name; fund the existing prior mortgages at 4 per 
cent instead of 6. Why make them a blanket mortgage? Give 
the Government 8 per cent interest instead of 2, include the 
interest in default that the Government has been out of for thirty 
years, and you will have a funding bill which is still backed by 
plenty of property, that is managed by Government directors, and 
through this extension of the Government indebtedness the whole 
amount can finally be paid. 

And I protest against ae a part of the property and allowing 
millions and millions to be taken away from the Government lien. 
I protest against changing the debt to the Government due by 
these roads into one payable only after eighty years with interest 
at only 2 per cent. fom for an honest, straightforward funding 
bill, but I am sorry to say that I can not support the provisions of 
the pending bill without radical amendment in these regards. 

\t ere the hammer fell. ] 

r. SWANSON. Mr. Chairman, this proposition can be sus- 
tained only on the ground that the Government has an additional 
security or receives an additional security for the $21,000,000 in 
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the Union Pacific and $24,000,000 in the case of the Central Pacific, 
which is made a prior lien to the Government lien on the main line 
of the road. 

It seems to me that if the House understood the proposition 
they would readily concede that this is the very worst bill that was 
ever presented for the settlement of the obligations of these roads. 
The proposition is wholly untenable. In the Union Pacific there 
are 1,822 miles of road, and the Government has a second mort- 
gage on most of the road, there being a prior lien of $33,000,000. 

s bill provides to put $21,000,000 ahead of the Government lien, 
that sum of $21,000,000, as conceded by these gentlemen, being no 
lien on 1,428 miles of the road. 

Now, what is the excuse for putting $21,000,000 to-day, that is 
not a lien on 1,428 miles of the road, as a mortgage upon the road, 
and making the Government lien subsequent to it? They do it on 
the ground that the Government gets additional security for its 
claim. On what is this additional security based? On the 394 
miles of the road westward, to the rights pertaining to the Omaha 
Bridge, and to the land on which they claim that the Government 
has no lien to-day. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I say that these properties are already mort- 
gaged to their full value. This is shown by the fact that the 
securities based on them are selling on the market now at less 
than par. 

But further than that I want to say, and will show it by the 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, that we have 
already asmuch of a mortgage on this property as we will get if this 
billshall become a law. By the ninth section of the Thurman Act 
the lien of the United States and all of the debts due the United 
States by these roads are extended to all the assets, real and per- 
sonal, of this road, as well as all of the assets of the Central Pacific 
and the Union Pacific railroads. 

Now, we have a lien, subject to this $21,000.000 worth of bonds, 
on the 394 miles of the road, on the Omaha Bridge, and on the 
land. This bill simply provides for a second mortgage on all this 
property, subject to the a claims; and we will give these peo- 
ple the right of putting $21,000,000 of mortgage, prior to ours, on 
the 1,428 miles of road that they have not a particle of lien on 
to-day. 

But let ussee what the decisions of the courts are. In 99 United 
States Reports, the Supreme Court, in the Sinking Fund Case, 
appropriating the funds of the Omaha Bridge and the assets of the 

nion Pacific road, decides this question. They hold that the 
Thurman Act was constitutional; that Congress retained the power 
to amend the charters of these incorporations; and that Congress 
had a right to sequestrate the earnings of the Omaha Bridge, and 
of the entire system of the road, in order to provide for the sink- 
—— requirement of the act. 

e gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Powers] cited a case in 
118 United States to overthrow the decision in 99 United States 
Reports. The 99th United States Reports, in the decision of the 
Supreme Court, sustains the Thurman Act. It said that Congress 
had the power to prevent the Union Pacific from making contracts 
The 118th United States sustains the 
Thurman Act also. It simply said, in passing under the second 
section of that act, that it applied to the subsidized portion and not 
to the unstibsidized portion in retaining on the part of the Gov- 
ernment the compensation paid for certain services on the road. 

In the very language of it, on page 238, it says: 

ae case turns on the true interpretation of this section of the Thurman 





Now, the United States gets its lien by the ninth section of the 
Thurman Act, which says that the United States shall have a lien 
on all the assets, all the estate, real, personal, and otherwise, of 
the Union Pacific Company; and consequently these gentlemen 
do not give us a single additional lien on the terminals, the Omaha 
Bridge, or the unsubsidized portion of the railroad, but we waive 
our lien on 1,425 miles of road. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the 
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. PARKER]. 

The question being taken, Mr. PARKER demanded a division. 

Mr. POWERS. Irise to a parliamentary inguiry. I arranged 
with the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. PARKER] to defer this 
until his amendment could be corrected. 

Mr. PARKER. My amendment is right. 

Mr. POWERS. The gentleman acknowledged that it should be 
corrected. 

Mr. PARKER. It does not need correction. 

Mr. POWERS. Iask that this matter be laid aside temporarily. 
I am very confident the gentleman has made a clerical error in 
reference to thé numbers of the lines in the bill to which the 
amendment applies. He thinks he has not. Now, for his own 
protection he ought to be sure that the amendment is in proper 
ae at all events. The mistake grows out of the reprint of the 


Mr. PARKER. Iam right according to the reprint of the bill, 
and I had the reprint of the bill after all. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. POWERS. Iask unanimous consent that the considera- 
tion of this amendment be deferred for thirty minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair can hardly entertain that re- 
quest. 

Mr. PARKER. If the amendment can hold the floor for thirty 
minutes, Ido not mind. I do not want any other to come in. 

The CHAIRMAN, Thecommitteeis dividing. The Chair does 
not see how the request can be entertained. 

Mr. POWERS. ask unanimous consent that the considera- 
tion of the amendment may be deferred for thirty minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks unanimous consent 
that the consideration of the amendment may be deferred. Is 
there objection? 

Mr. OGDEN, I object. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 52, noes 36. 

Mr. POWERS. I demand tellers. The House does not know 
what this amendment is. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vermont demands 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and the Chairman appointed Mr. PowErs 
and Mr. PARKER. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I ask to have the amendment read again 
for the information of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio asks unanimous 
consent that the amendment be again reported. The Chair hears 
no objection. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The amendment of Mr. PARKER was again read. . 

The CHAIRMAN. As manyas favor the amendment will pass 
between the tellers and be counted. 

The committee divided; and the teHers reported—ayes, 92; 
noes, i. 

Accordingly the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRO ICK. Mr. Chairman, the next amendment was 
offered by myself, and there is an arran nt between the gen- 
tleman from Vermont [Mr. PowErs] myself as to a modifica- 
tion of the amendment. I have handed the Clerk a note which 
will state the modification. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

Mr. PARKER. I rise to a point order. 1 have another 
amendment to the same section, which is in the hands of the Clerk. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Mime takes precedence. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair is informed bythe Clerk that both 
amendments of the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. ParkKER] 
were read together when first reported to the committee. 
Clerk will report the amendment offered by the gentleman from 

nsas. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
2B eed Roth thas the as Union Pacihe Rallwep —- ‘shall re- 
linguish and abandon any and all claims, right, title, interest, and demand to 
or in a right of way ex 100 feet in width, through the lands formerly 
known as the Delaware and Pottawatomie Indian Reservation, in the State 
of Kansas, except where said right of way is now in actual use for railway 
purposes.” 

Mr. POWERS. I have no objection to that amendment. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Thechairman of the committee says there 
is no objection. Llask that the amendment be agreed to. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


att” WATSON of Ohio addressed the committee. See Appen- 


Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that this 
subject seems to my mind so deeply important that itis overpower- 
ing. There is here involved a sum of money or property reaching 
to $112,000,000; and yet the members of this House have not be- 
fore them any complete report or record upon which they are to 
jurige of this matter. Its intricacy, its extent, and its volume are 
so great that I confess for my part, though I have gathered much 
material and have been quite diligent in my researches, I have 
not been able to obtain all nor nearly all documents upon 
which to conduct the studies that I feel it is necessary for me to 
conduct before I vote upon a question of this magnitude. I call 
the attention of the members of this House and the people of the 
country to the fact that we are sitting here in deliberation upon 
this great question without having before us a report from any 
comunittee of this House, or of the Senate, that even purports to 
give a list or catalogue of the documents, papers, records, er pub- 
lic proceedings upon which we must necessarily form our judg- 
ment. Wearen ily in the dark to a very great extent. 

The report made by the majority of the Committee on Pacific 
Roads in favor of this bill I hold in my hand. It is a mere leaflet, 
containing only 13 pages. The of the Senate committee 
upon this same subject, favori adoption of the bill to settle 
this enormous indebtedness, I hold in my hand. It consists of 
another leaflet of but 10 pages. ‘There is nowhere in either of 
these reports, or in any report which I have been able to examine 
or place my hands upon, a list, a catalogue, anything chat would 
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| answer to a bibliography of this great and appalling subject. For 

that reason, Mr. Chairman, I insist that this House is in no condi- 
tion, and will be in no condition to vote upon this question until 

| it has before it something that it can in self- t call a record 
— which to act. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I would favor the 

option of a resolution something like this, which I now read 
simply for the information of the Honse: 

Resolved, That the pending bill be recommitted tothe Committee on Pacific 
Railroads, and that that committee be, and it is hereby, directed to report 
the House of Representatives at the earliest ible moment a list or 
catalogue of all the public documents and reports which were made 
use of or relied upon by said committee in the preparation of the 
report by said Committee on the Pacifie Railroads, submitted to the 
of Representatives on April 25, 1896 (being H. R. Report No. 497, Fifty- 
Cungeans, Sse aaoen ys with a ——— as to oan os _ 
reports s ing where ies © same may be obtained, 
ihe Monee of eerensntadives may order to be printed such 
be unobtainable, and have before it for co reference. 
catalogue of the documents, information, reports, and data 
ferred to by said committee in its said report of April 25, 1896, in the 
ing words, to wit: 

“Very exhaustive inquiries have been conducted by committees and 
missions appointed into all the facts affecting the rela 
between the Pacific railroads and the Govern and imte the conditions 
which affect the settlement of their inde committee avoid, in 


t prese re Ty repetition tters 
i other tumsllies an Coal aonenalliie reports.” = 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Mr. Chairman, I do not rise for the pur- 
pose of entering into a discussion of the main question. The time 
is insufficient for that. I barely wish tostate some of the reasons 
which actuate me in the vote which I shall the pas- 
sage.of this bill. In voting against the bill, 1 wish it to be 
stood that I do not impugn the oe i 
patriotism, or the devotion to the public of 
tee on Pacific Railroads in the report that it has submitted to this 
House. I want to say, however, supp the remark of the 
gentleman who last addressed the committee . CooKE of Tli- 
nois}, that while I haveattempted to acquaint myself with this sub- 
ject and have spent nearly all my in the effort, [am com- 
pelled to admit that I stand here to-day pretty much a stranger to 
it, and I donot believe that limpugn the intelligenceof amy member 
of this House when I say that very few of us a iate the com- 
plexity or the ——— of the subject with which we are here 
called upon to b 

I have been a lawyer and have practiced law for thirty years, 
and I have never seen the day, poor a lawyer as I might be, when 
I would permit a client of mine to be dictated to by the on 
the other side until I fully understood all of my client’s case. [Ap- 
plause.] We stand here acting in behalf of 
in opposition to the debtors of the Governmen 
interests of the Government itself, and if there is a single 
man here, outside of the members of the Committee on i 
Railroads, who dares say that he fully understands all of the facts 
and all of the evidence so clearly as to entitle him to vote intelli- 
gently upon this subject, I would like to see the gentleman and to 
visit with him, for he can enlighten me. [La -} 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. May I ask the gen’ a question? 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Ihave not time to answer questions. You 
have been on the floor a good deal; now let me talk a little. 
{Laughter. } 

Now, Mr. Chairman, rather than vote for a bill that I know 
nothing about, which may compromise the Government’s claim 
to $112,000,000, I will let the Government continue to occupy the 
position which it holds at present. } I donot see any 
necessity for our running a foot race settlement of this busi- 
ness. e occupy a controlling position. No one can force us to 
act. Ido not belie ve in permi these debtors of the Govern- 
ment to dictate terms. [Applause.| They have done it for thirty 
years, but I think it t to stop. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Patterson], whom I highly for his intellect, as 
equal to any gentleman in this House, an able and 
stood here yesterday and pro 
debtors of the Government a 
tate a settlement. He is o 
shall have to buy the road. 
after thinking it over, would make the same 
would sanction the speech he made yesterday. 

Government stand upon its rights and have 
ereditor, even though that policy does force it to buy 
gone 

here is no use in playing the co 

e, ‘“ We will not enforce our rights; no 

?” The moment you take tha iti 
worst possible terms that they thi 
standing for the rights of the 
believe in saying to these parties, ‘‘ We 
even though we should be pelled to 
do not see how we can suffer by taking 
than we should suffer under thi 
President of the United States may, w 
tify to the Secretary of the Treasury 
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urity of the Government has become insufficient, a 
the Secretary shall be compelled to y off the prior lien of 
the Treasury of the United States. is the provision of this 
bill. Now, what is to hinder the owners of this road, if they 
make this settlement with the Government, from putting the 
money, as they have done during the last few years, into improve- 
ments upon the road, while they default upon the interest on their 
first-mortgage bonds, thus practically compelling the Government 
to forego what is due it in order that the amount may be spent 
upon improving the road? 

Another thing. I should like to know why the Government by 
this bill should permit the stockholders to receive a dividend of 4 

r cent on the stock while we accept 2 per cent on the bonds. 
This road in the course of the next eighty years may become a 
profitable road, and may be able to earn more than would pay 4 
per cent dividends on its stock. But under the provisions of sec- 
tion 17, if the companiesearn more than 4 per cent—in other words, 
if they should earn 6 per cent dividends—they can, after pa 4 
per cent, take the other 2 per cent and give us only one- , thus 
enabling 5 per cent to be paid upon the stock. I submit that the 
stockholders ought not to have more than 4 per cent until the 
obligation of the Government has been paid off. They ought not 
to be to derive in that way the excess over 4 per cent. 

fiers the hammer fell. ] 

ir. POWERS. I ask unanimous consent that the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. HuBBARD] be allowed ten minutes on behalf 
of the opponents of the bill, and that I, following him, may be 
allowed the same time to close the debate, which must close, as I 
understand, at 5 o’clock to-day. This proposition, I believe, is 
acceptable to both sides. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vermont asks that the 
remaining time be divided equally between the gentleman from 
Missouri and himself. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I object. I want to occupy 
five minutes. 

Mr.NORTHWAY. Ifthisdebateshould proceed until 5 o'clock, 
will there be then opportunity to offer further amendments to the 
substitute or to the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Then I should like to offer an amendment 
now. 

The CHAIRMAN.. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont [Mr. PowErs] as to the division of the 
remaining time? 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I object. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I desire to offer an amendment to the 
amendmentof the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. HaRRIsON], and 
to have it pending, so that if his amendment should come up to 
be voted on, mine will be voted upon as an amendment to it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio . NortTu- 
WAY] offers an amendment, which will be read, to the substitute 
of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Harrison]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all of section 1, after the words “‘ Section 1,’ and insert the fol- 


0 : 
“That a commission consisting of three persons, to be named, one each, 
bas Secretary of the ry: Secretary of the Interior, and Attorney- 
meral, shall be constituted, with full power to settle, adjust, or compromise 
the indebtedness of any and all of the bond-aided Pacific railroads to the 
Government of the U States upon such terms and in such manner as 
may be agreed upon by such road or roads and suc’ : Provided, 
That any and all settlements thus made shall be submitted in writing to the 
ident for his aagrorss or Smeporoen, and when approved by him shall 


binding as a v: agree , 
n lieu of section 4 insert the following: 
“Suc. 4, of said commissioners shall receive pay at the rate of $30 
day for the time necessarily spent by them as such commissioners, and 
e sum of $15,000,or so much thereof as may be needed to pay such commis- 


sioners and to pay the ex incident to such settlement and to out 
the provisions of this 


_ is hereby appropriated out of any funds in the 
ry not otherwise appropriated.’ 


The CHAIRMAN. This will be considered pending as an 
amendment to the substitute of the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. r. Chairman and gentlemen, 
I did not wish to treat the leaders of the debate on either side with 
any discourtesy; but after ae carefully studied this subject 
and having prepared a speech, 1 was very rudely cut off this 
morning. 

_The committee in their report say that additional security is 
given by the Government lien covering unsoldlands. If you will 
examine the bill you will find it y provided that the lands 
unsold shall be sold for the benefit of the holders of the first 
mortgage. So that the securityis not additional. In fact, it is of 
but little value to-day, because, as I am informed, the lands are 
covered by millions upon millions of land-grant bonds. 

The reason I am o to any extension of the payment of 
this debt is that the Government of the United States is in a 
stronger youn to-day with reference to these railroads than it 
can ever be at any future time. The hour of deliverance, thank 
God, has at last come. For thirty years the Government of the 
United States has been powerless to enforce the payment of the 


interest on its debt. And now it is proposed that instead of a 
mortgage at 3 or 3} per cent, the lowest just rate according to the 
market rate of interest generally when the security is undoubted, 
we shall scale down the interest, so that by a reduction of 1 or 1+ 
per cent on the interest the whole of the principal shall be canceled 
and the Government of the United States shall receive in reality 
nothing whatever on account of the principal of the debt. 

The rights of the United States are conditioned upon the matu- 
a the bonds. That period has come at last. I believe that 
if these mortgages are foreclosed that, in so far as the Union Pacific 
road is concerned, the Government would receive some $46,000,000. 
That is the whole of its principal and 3} per cent interest on that 
principal. Butwhydolso believe? I believeit, gentlemen, because 
the various propositions offered by the Union Pacific in the past 
show that enough bonds—that is to say, bonds of the value of 
forty-seven or forty-eight millions of dollars—wonld be set aside 
in their plan of organization with which to provide for the pay- 
ment of the Government liens. Moreover, it must be borne in 
mind that neither in the act of 1862, nor in the act of 1864, nor at 
any time by any act of Congress, has the United States abandoned 
mer as a sovereign not to be sued by the subject, so that 

out the Government’s consent, without a voluntary appear- 
ance in the suit by the Attorney-General on behalf of the United 
States, no foreclosure by the first-mortgage bondholders can give 
title, no plan of reorganization can be efficacious or success- 
. In other words, before the railroad can be reorganized it 
musi first settle with the United States by guaranteeing an upset 
price which shall be satisfactory to the Government, and shall pro- 
tect sufficiently the lien of the United States. 

Now, so far as the Central Pacific is concerned,if you pass this 
bill you do not benefit the innocent stockholders of that road. Do 
they come here and ask for legislation? No; it is another corpora- 
tion. It is the Southern Pacific which desires to throttle the Cen- 
tral Pacific. 

Were that road to be sold under foreclosure proceedings, there 
would of necessity be three or four great bidders for the property. 
We should have the stockholders of the Central Pacific, we should 
have the Southern Pacific, we should have the reorganized Union 
Pacific, and we should probably have the Denver and Rio Grande 
to bid. So,.as a business proposition, the road can be now sold 
for the best advantage of the Government and the people of the 
United States. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, a word further. While I do not believe, 
as an initial proposition, in the Government ownership of rail- 
roads, I do not believe any more in subvention, aid, or subsidy 
paid by the Government of the United States to the railroads. But 
this was a great national work, a national undertaking, born of 
a national necessity, and if to protect our rights—the rights of the 
oe le of the United States—we have to buy the lines, I say it will 

ar better than to fund this debt under the provisions of this 
bill. We are not to blame for the misfortunes of the past, for any 
loss thus far entailed upon the United States, but we are responsi- 
ble for any unwise legislation in the present, and we shall be held 
accountable by the people as their trustees for any loss or damage 
which may come in the future by reason of the passage of this bill 
or the enactment of this proposed law. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Mr. Chairman, nothing could be more ap- 

rent to this House than that those who have sought to pass this 

ill have ceased trying to do so on its merits. They have ‘aban- 
doned the merits of the bill, and three weapons only have been 
used in their discussion to induce members to lend it their support 
on this floor. 

The gentleman from Iowa on yesterday asserted in his observa- 
tions on the measure a proposition to which I wish to call atten- 
tion fora moment. He wanted the House to understand that the 
failure to support this bill possibly meant Government ownership 
and Government operation of these roads; that is their first 
weapon. Far be it from me, Mr. Chairman, and other members 
of the Pacific Railroad Committee who opposed the passage of this 
measure, tolend ouraid in any way, shape, or form to Government 


| ownership or Government operation of railroads. We stand here 


as resentatives of the Government—Representatives of the 
people of the United States—and ask that this Government be 
treated fairly when it comes to the question of settling its debt 
with these wealthy corporations. This bill does not deal fairly 
with us, and we ask its defeat on that ground alone. Nor does 
such defeat tend, either directly or indirectly, toward Government 
ownership of such roads. 

The second weapon being used is that the Treasury of the United 
States will be invaded. The gentleman from Iowa|Mr. Hepsurn} 
also displayed this club, onl the distinguished gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Cannon], always careful and always keeping his 
weather eye on the Treasury of the United States, to guard and 
protect our moneys, came to his rescue, and advocates this propo- 
sition on that theory; for otherwise, he contends, the Government 
will have to issue bonds or take from the Treasury money to pro- 
tect its interests. 
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Let me call the attention of the committee for a few moments 
to Poor’s Railway Manual of 1896, where, on 894, you will 
find a statement that there is now in the stakina Ted in the State 
of California $9,966,132.57, and in the sinking fund of the United 
States the sum of $6,259,127.15, belonging to the Central Pacific 
Railroad, and thereis another sum further on of some $17,000,000 
belonging to the United States sinking fund of the Union Pacific 
Railroad, not a dollar of which is in the United States Treasury, 
—_ o available to be applied in liquidation of the first-mortgage 

mas, 

Mr. LACEY. What is the total of the sinking fund? 

Mr. HUBBARD. The total is somewhat in excess of $33,000,- 
000, more than enough to meet all maturing first-mortgage bonds 
that will fall due for more than a year to come. 

Mr. LACEY. What is the form of the sinking fund? 

Mr. HUBBARD. Part cash and part bonds that are worth par 
in the market, and for which cash can be secured any moment. 
The gentleman from Illinois referred also to the $2,000,000 to be 
paid in, and he claims that the Government is tl_st much richer 
for getting it. That money to-day, Mr. Chairman, is in the Treas- 
ury of the United States. Although it belongs to the railroad com- 
panies they can not get it unless Congress provides for paying it to 
them. It is on their earnings, and the passage of this bill will not 
add an additional dollar tothe Treasury of the United States. The 
third weapon being used on members to pass the measure—I under- 
stand it is being urged with great energy by the lobby—is that the 
incoming Republican Administration does not want to be embar- 
rassed by the settlement or readjustment of these debts. Shame 
on such a thought! Away withit! Is the incoming Administra- 
tion afraid to meet any contingency under the sun? 

Mr. Chairman, I want to say in behalf of the Republican party 
that I have the highest ossible degree of confidence, and that 
unlimited, too, in the ability of that great party to successfully 
meet its obligations and promises as it has met all propositions 
in every way. manner, shape, form, and fashion heretofore. 
Lane And there 1s not a line or page of her history that 
needs to be blotted from the record she has made. [Applause.] 
Within sixty days the next Administration will bein controlof the 
Government, and I am very certain that this Congress will be con- 
vened, and long before anything would need to come from the 
Treasury to liquidate the debt, or any part thereof, we will have 
had an aire to examine further into this matter and deter- 
mine more fully the best course to pursue. Let us have a little 
more information; we have not enough now to act intelligently or 
in the manner suggested here by the pending bill. [Applause. ] 

Mr. POWERS. I yield to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
GROSVENOR]. 


[Mr.GROSVENOR addressed the committee. See Appendix. ] 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, in the thirty seconds that I 
have remaining I desire to say some intimation has been made 
on the floor that this bill was the bill of these railroad companies. 
New, I desire to disabuse the minds of the members of this House 
of that insinuation. There is not a particle of truth init. This 
committee have labored earnestly and assiduously to study this 
subject and to prepare the best possible bill that they could for 
the interest of the Government. The railroad companies have 
come before us through their attorneys and agents and submitted 
their propositions, but we have in every single case refused to 
accept their suggestions and have adopted the conclusions that we 
arrived at ourselves, after studying the Te of these roads to 
respond, and we have given you the only bill that the companies 
can ever ibly comp ny, with. ee) 

The CHAIRMAN. The hourof 5 o’clock having arrived, under 
the order of the House the committee will rise and report the 
bill, with the amendments pending. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker parey re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. Payng, Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, reported that that com- 
mittee had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 8189) to amend 
an act entitled ‘‘An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and 
telegraph line from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and 
to secure to the Government the use of the same for postal, mili- 
tary, and other purposes,” approved July 1, 1862; also to amend 
an act approved July 2, 1864, and also an act approved May 7, 
1878, both in amendment of said first-mentioned act and other acts 
amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto, and to provide for 
the settlement of claims growing out of the issue of bonds to aid 
in the construction of certain railroads, and to secure the payment 
of all indebtedness to the United States of certain companies 
therein mentioned, and had directed him to report the same back 
to the House with amendments, and also with amendments pend- 
ing, under the order of the House. 

Nir. POWERS. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. PAYNE. Will the gentleman withhold that motion until 
the Chair can lay before the House a House bill with a Senate 
amendment? 


Mr. POWERS. I withhold the motion for the present. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will lay before the House the fol- 
lowing House bill with a Senate amendment. 

LAWS RELATING TO NAVIGATION. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 2663) to amend the laws relating to navigation. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will have to read the bill. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. PAYNE (during the reading). Mr. Speaker, this is a long 
bill, and the Senate has put in one amendment in the way of a 
substitute. I only ask the House to nonconcur in the Senate 
amendment so as to get the bill in conference. unanimous 
consent that the further reading of the bill bedi with. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York asks unani- 
mous consent that the further reading of the bill be dispensed 
with. Is there objection? 

Mr. RICHAR N. Lonly desire to ask the gentleman if it is 
the intention to put the bil) in conference? 

Mr.PAYNE. We want to get the bill in conference. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And not toact on the Senate bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. My request is simply to nonconcur in the Senate 
amendment and to agree to the conference requested by the Senate, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is all right. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The 
Chair hears none. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House nonconcur 
in the Senate amendment, and agree to the conference requested 
by the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will appoint the following con- 
ferees: Mr. PayNE of New York, Mr. Sorpxins of Massachusetts, 
and Mr. Berry of Kentucky. 

Mr. POWERS. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The ve was taken. 

The SPEAKER. Prior toannouncing the result, the Chair will 
submit the following personal requests of members. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. TRACEWELL, until the 14th instant, on account of im- 
portant business. 

To Mr. OVERSTREET, until the 14th instant, on account of im- 
portant business. 

To Mr. HEMENWAY, until the 14th instant, on account of im- 
portant business. 

To Mr. HADLEY, indefinitely, on account of illness. 

To Mr. SULLOWAY, indefinitely, on account of sickness in family. 

To Mr. Fow Er, for six days, on account of im t business. 

The motion to adjourn was then agreed to; an —— (at 
5 o’clock and 5 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned until Monday 
next. 


" EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
ee were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
follows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, sub- 
mitting an estimate of appropriation for a chemical laboratory 
for the Geological oe ig the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. . 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a copy of acommunication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
inclosing an estimate of appropriation for the erection of addi- 
tional buildings at Navajo Springs, Colo.—to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were sever- 
ally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. HULL, from the Committee on Mili Affairs, to which 
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9710) to authorize 
officers who served during the war of the rebellion in the Regular 
Army to bear the title and, on occasions of ceremony, wear the 
uniform of their highest rank, reported the same without amend- 
ment, accompanied by a —. (No. 2472); which said bill and 
report were referred to the House Calendar. 

r. FISCHER, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
which was referred House bill No. 3541, reported in lieu thereof 
a bill (H. R. 9921) to ratify and confirm an agreement with the 
Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa Indians, in the State of 
North Dakota, and to make appropriation for carrying the same 








accompanied by a report (No. 2473); which said bill 

and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. CATRON, from the Committee on the Territories, to which 

was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9709) to better define 

and regulate the rights of aliens to held and own real estate in 


into effect, 


the Territories, reported the same without amendment, accom- 
panied by a 


— (No. 2474); which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar 


e b 

Mr. BANKHEAD, from the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 7) 
to provide for the purchase of a site and the erection of a public 
building thereon at Americus, in the State of Georgia, reported 
the same with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2475); 
which said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BENNETT. from the Committee on Interstate and e 
Commerce, to which Was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 
9865) extending the time for the completion of the bridge across 
the East River between the city of New York and Long Island, 
now in course of construction, as authorized by the act of Con- 
gress approved March 3, 1887, reported the same with amendment, 
accompanied by a report (No. 2476); which said bill and report 
were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. FLETCHER, fromthe Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 
9752) to amend an act entitled ‘“‘An act to authorize the construc- 
tion of a steel bridge over the St. Louis River between the States 
of Wisconsin and Minnesota,” approved April 24, 1894, as amended 
by an act approved August 4, 1804, entitled ‘‘An act to amend an 
act to authorize the construction of a steel bridge over the St. 
Louis River between the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin,” 
reported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2477); which said bill and report were referred to the House 
Calendar. 

Mr. MILLIKEN, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 2287) 
for the erection of a public building at Fond du Lac, Wis., re- 
ported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2478); which said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mnittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Interstate and Forei 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 
9736) authorizing the construction of a bridge across the Columbia 
River, in the State of Washington, reported the same with amend- 
ment, accompanied by a report (No. 2480); which said bill and 
report were referred to the House Calendar. 





REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XITI, Mr. WOOD, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, to which was referred the bill of the House 
(H. R. 9129) granting a pension to Emma T. Martin, reperted the 
same without amendment, aceompanied by a report (No. 2479); 
which said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 





PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 8 of Rule , bills, resolutions, and memorials 
= Ym following titles were in ced and severally referred as 
ollows: 


By Mr. TOWNE: A bill (H, R. 9922) to amend an act entitled 
‘‘An act for the relief and civilization of the Chippewa Indians in 
the State of Minnesota,” approved January 14, 1 to the Com- 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9928) to confirm title to purchasers of certain 
lands under the timber and stone law—to the Committee on the 


Public Lands. 
By Mr. DRAPER (by request): A bill (H. R. 9924) to incorpo- 
rate the Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses 8. Grant, and David G. Farra- 


gut Memorial Building Association, and for other purposes—to 
the Committee on the ict of Columbia. 

By Mr. JONES: A bill (H. R. 9925) giving to any State having 
a claim for expenses incurred in defense of the United States the 
right to have the same adjudicated by the Supreme Court of the 


United States—to the Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. DOOLITTLE: A bill (H. R. 9931) to amend an act pro- 
viding for the sale of desert lands in States and Territories, 


approved March 3, 1877, and the acts amendatory thereto, and for 
the relief of persons whe have made entries thereunder—to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. BULL: A joint resolution (H. Res. 280) providing for a 
—- Tiverton, R. I., to ascertain the proper location for a 
— age over the Sakonnet River—to the Committee on Rivers 

arbors, 
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Also, a resolution (House Res. No. 480) providing for the em- 
ployment of an additional clerk in the file room of the House—to 
the Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A reselution (House Res, No. 481) to 
puene — rules of the House of Representatives—to the Commit- 

on es. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BARHAM: A bill (H. R. 9926) to authorize the United 
States Court of Private Land Claims to hear, try, and determine 
the issues as to the extent and boundaries of the Las Animas 
grant—to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. BULL: A bill (H. R. 9927) granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Sarah C. Taylor—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 9928) granting a 
pension to Benjamin Sutton—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

= Mr. FISCHER: A bill (H. R. 9929) for the relief of Henry 
J. Turner—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H.. R. 9930) granting an increase of pension to Eliza 
N. Roscher—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BINGHAM: Petition of the Keystone Limited Glass 
Works; also petitidn of William Reith and others, and Alfred 
Godwin and others, glass manufacturers, all of the city of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., relating to tariff duties on glass—to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of the Philadelphia Board of Trade, favoring an 
appropriation for the purchase of a steam mail boat for the car- 
riage of foreign mails from incoming steamers from New York— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of the Philadelphia Conference of Baptist Minis- 
ters, praying for favorable action on House bill No. 4566, to amend 
the postal laws relating to second-class matter, and Senate bill No. 
1675, to prohibit the transportation of obscene matter—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, resolutions of the Grocers and Importers’ Exchange of 
Philadelphia, Pa., indorsing Senate bill 2447, for a department of 
commerce and manufactures—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. DALZELL: Resolutions of the Grocers and Importers’ 
Exchange of Philadelphia, Pa., in favor of the establishment of 
a department of commerce and manufactures—to the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. FISCHER: Petitionof Henry J. Turner, for adjustment 
of account, to accompany House bill for his relief—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

Also, petition of Eliza N. Roscher, for increase of pension, to 
accompany House bill for her relief—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Resolutions adopted by the Iowa Acad- 
emy of Sciences, favoring the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, for 
the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of 
Columbia—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, paper and memorial from Sarah Clay Bennett, of Rich- 
mond, Ky.,on the subject of election of members of Congress and 
President of the United States—to the Committee on Election of 
President, Vice-President, and Representatives in Congress. 

Also, paper from the National Board of Trade, urging the pas- 
sage of the Powers Pacific railroads funding bill and amending 
the interstate-commerce law—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

Also, paper of Albert J. Beveridge, of Indianapolis, Ind. , favor- 
ing the passage of the post-office clerks’ classification bill—to the 
Committee on Rules. 

By Mr. HENRY of Indiana: Resolutions of the governing board 
f the Indianapolis Board of Trade, protesting against the passage 
of the Cameron resolutions for recognizing the independence of 
Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. KIEFER: Petition of J. Q. Adams, of St. Paul, Minn.; 
also petition of A. M. Lawton, of ite Bear, Minn., remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to second- 
class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 

By Mr. McCRBARY of Kentucky (by request): Memorial of. 
the National American. Woman Suffrage Association (Mrs. James 
Bennett, chairman) relative to the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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By Mr. TAFT: Resolutions of the Manufacturers’ Club of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, in favor of Senate bill No. 2447, establishing a 
depariment of commerce and manufactures—to the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. WATSON of Ohio: Petition of Samuel M. Hyneman 
and other Government employees at Columbus, Ohio, opposing 
the passage of House bill No. 8320, for the creation of a civil 
service retirement fund—to the Committee on Reform in the 
Civil Service, 


SENATE. 
MonpDay, January 11, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mrupury, D. D. 
WILLIAM B. ALLISON, aSenator from the State of Iowa, appeared 
in his seat to-day, 
The Journal of the proceedings of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 
CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate two communica- 
tions from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance to 
the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, certified copies of 
the final ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice- 
President forthe States of Iowa and Virginia; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

ACCOUNT OF PACIFIC RAILROADS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in response to a 
resolution of the 6th instant, a copy of the account of the amounts 
due the sinking fund of the Central and Union Pacific railroads 
on account of subsidies paid the Pacific Mail Steamship Company 
by said roads and deducted from the gross earnings and charged 
to operating expenses, etc.; which, with the accompanying papers, 
was referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: 

A bill (H. R.'7087) to amend section 8 of the act entitled ‘‘An 
act providing a civil government for Alaska,” approved May 17, 
1884; and 

A bill (H. R. 7088) to create the office of surveyor-general in 
Alaska. 

The message also announced that the House had disagreed to 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 2663) to amend the 
laws relating to navigation, agrees to the conference asked for by 
the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, 
and had appointed Mr. Paynr, Mr. Simpkins, and Mr. BERRY 
managers at the conference on the part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House had passed a 
concurrent resolution authorizing the ——— of the correspond- 
ence relative to the disturbances in Chicago in 1894; in which it 
requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the joint resolution (S. R.205) authorizing the building of 
a telephone line in the District of Columbia; and it was thereupon 
signed by the Vice-President. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a memorial of the Iowa 
Academy of Sciences, remonstrating against the enactment of leg- 
islation providing for the further gabe ve of cruelty to animals 
in the District of Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of the Saco Valley Local Union 
of Christian Endeavor, of Saco Valley, Maine, praying for the 
enactment of legislation for the relief of the suffering Armenians 
in Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

He also presented the memorials of the publishers of the Board 
of Trade Journal, of Portland; of the Rockland Daily Star, of 
Rockland; of the Aroostook Pioneer, of Houlton; of the Aroostook 
Times, of Houlton; of the School Days, of Farmington; of the 
School World, of Farmington; of the Sunnyside, of Augusta; of 
the Chronicle, of Westbrook; of the Maine Coast Cottager, of 
Portland; of Odd Moments, of Bangor; of the Pemaquid Messen- 
rer, of Bristol; and of seven different weekly papers edited by 

V. M. & A. C. Ladd, of Fairfield, all in the State of Maine, re- 
monstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relat- 
ing to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
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He also presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of Indianap- 
olis, Ind., remonstrating against the age of the resolutions 
favoring the recognition of Cuba, an praying that the United 
States extend its friendly offices toward bringing to a speedy ter- 
mination the contest now going on between Spain and the people 
of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented petitions of James A. Garfield Post, No. 
80, Grand Army of the Republic, of Red Cloud, Nebr.; of sundry 
citizens of Lincoln, Nebr., and of sundry citizens of Omaha, Nebr., 
praying that Congress shall recognize the independence of Cuba; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorials of J. H. Stafford, of the Record, 
of Marshall, Okla.; of Murray & Gorman, of the Nashua Re- 

orter, of Nashua, Iowa; of W. M. L. Knotts, of the Times, of 
trice, Nebr.; of L. H. Weller, of the Farmers’ Advocate, of Inde- 
pendence, Iowa; of M. O. Gentzke, of the Nebraska Volksblatt and 
Advertiser, of West Point, Nebr.; of thg Southwest eure 
Company, of the Svenska J ournalen, of a, Nebr.; of J. M. 
Burnham, of the Wymorean, of Wymore, Nebr.; of L. H. Weller, 
of the Farmers’ Advocate, of Independence, Iowa; of the Ameri- 
can Publishing Company, of the American, of Omaha, Nebr.; of 
©. W. Henry, of the Christian News, of Bethany, Nebr.; of Clem- 
ent Chase, of the Omaha Excelsior, of Omaha, Nebr.; of R. D. 
Kelley, of the Leader, of Fremont, Nebr., and of Adam Breed, of 
the Hastings Tribune, of Nebraska, remonstratin inst the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-c mail mat- 
ter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I present a memorial of the North Capitol 
and Eckington Citizens’ Association, of the District of Columbia, 
relative to the enactment of proposed legislation in the matter of 
street-railway facilities; I move that the memorial be printed as 
a document, and referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented a petition of the Presbyterian 
church of Vinita, Ind. T.; a petition of the Worcester Academy, 
of Vinita, Ind. T.; a petition of 12 citizens of Vinita, Ind. T.,and 
a petition of the First Baptist Church, of Vineland, N. J., pray- 
ing for the enactment of legislation raising the age of consent in 
the District of Columbia to 18 years; which were referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PERKINS. I present a memorial of the legislature of Cal- 
ifornia, which has been transmitted by wire to this body. It is 
short, and I ask that it be read for information. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested. 

The Secretary read the memorial, as follows: 


[Telegram.] 


SACRAMENTO, CAL., January 7, 1897. 
Hon. GEORGE C. PERKINS, 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C.: 


The following joint resolution was this day adopted by the California leg- 
islative assembly: 


Joint resolution No. 6 (substitute for assembly joint resolutions Nos. 1 and 2). 


Whereas there is now eating in Congressa measure known as the Powers- 
Gear bill, which has for its = the refunding of the debts of certain Gov- 
ernment-aide oads; an 

Whereas any scheme for refunding the Pacific railroads indebtedness to 
the United States Government, or any extension of the time for payment of 
the same, must ult in main an ee italiza of these 
roads, thus requiring high rates of fares and freights te meet the interest 

ayments thereon, to the at burden and disadvantage of the people of the 

tate of California: Theréf 


Be it resolved by the y of he howe of ornia, the senate concurring, 
That we are unalterably o any an extensions of the time for 
payment of said debts, also the Powe r bill, or any other bill of like 
mport; and we hereby instruct our Senators and request our Representa- 

tives in Congress to oppose by all honorable means the enactment of any 
such measure; and 

Be it further resolved, That we favor the immediate collection on maturity 
of said debts, or, in the event that the same can not be collected, then we 
urge De capes of existing laws of the United States concerning this 
question; an 

Be it further resolved, That we petition in behalf of the State of California 
fora peering Yetere the res ive committees of Congress nevipg seriedio: 
tion of the subject; and the Senate and House of Re ntatives of United 
States are hereby further petitioned to recommit the eenee ee con- 
sideration and delay final action thereon until such hearing can be had; 

Be it further resolved, That the governor be req to ly trans- 
mit by telegraph a copy of these resolutions to our delegation 
at Washington. 


ASSEMBLY CHAMBER, Sacramento, January 7, 1897. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of assembly joint resolu 


tion No. 6, as adopted by the assembly on the 5th day of January, 1897. 58. J. 
Duckworth, clerk. 


gAdopted January 5, 1897. 


8. J. DUCK WO Clerk. 
JAMES H. BUDD, of California. 
Mr. WHITE. The communication which just been read is 
similar to one which was received by me A a memorial of 
the pa of a State, I presume ‘will upon the 
Teco) . 


1897. 





The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will lie on the table 
and be printed. = be : 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a memorial of the Ohio State Acad- 
emy of Sciences, remonstrating against the enactment of legisla- 
tion restricting vivisection in the District of Columbia; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented memorials of the publisher of the Banner, of 
Bremen; of the Weekly Call, of Bremen; of the Argus, of North 
Amherst, and of the er, of New Holland, all in the State of 
Ohio, Tne against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 
relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BATE presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., praying for the passage of the so-called Torrey 
bankruptcy bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented memorials of the publishers of the Jackson 
Daily Sun, of Jackson; of the Tennessee Methodist, of Nashville; 
of the Coming Nation, of Ruskin; of the Vanderbilt on 
zine, of Nashville, and of the Southern Practitioner, of Nashville, 
all in the State of Tennessee, remonstrating against the ae of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. WALTHALL presented memorials of the publishers of the 
East Mississippi Tribune, of Macon; of the Blue Mountain Breeze, 
of Blue Mountain; of the Westville News, of Westville; of the 
Head-Block, of Lumberton, and of the Tunica Commercial, of 
Tunica, all in the State of Mississippi, remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
qaatter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. VILAS presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Milwaukee, Wis., praying for the passage of the so-called Tor- 
re aa bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

r. BLANCHARD presented the memorials of H. L. Brian, pub- 
lisher of the Louisiana Populist, of Natchitoches; of Robert Bene- 
field, publisher of the Southland, of Maurepas; of R. M. Boone, 
er of the Baptist Chronicle, of Alexandria; of John H. 

umble, publisher of People’s Tribune, of Opelousas; of John 
Dymond, publisher of the Louisiana Planter and Seya Manufac- 
turer, of New Orleans, and of P. M. Kakanam, publisher of 
Jennings Times, of Jennings, all in the State of Louisiana, remon- 
strating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating 
to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. TURPIE presented petitions of Samuel Reid Post, No. 87, 
Department of Indiana, Grand Army of the Republic, and of the 
Spencer County Silver League, of Rockport, Ind., praying Con- 
gress torecognize the independence of Cuba; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of Indian- 
apolis, Ind., remonstrating against the passage of the resolutions 
favoring the recognition of Cuba by the Government, and pray- 
ing that the United States extend its friendly offices toward 
bringing to a speedy termination the contest that is now going on 
between Spain and the people of Cuba; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of C. W. Dufendach, of the 
Independent, of Huntingburg, Ind., and the memorial of EB. A. 
Von Douhoff, of the New Albany Medical Herald, of New 
Albany, Ind., remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of Joseph Lay, of Ridgeville, 
Ind., remonstrating against any change in the present duty on 
reed used in the manufacture of brooms and brushes; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BURROWS presented memorials of the publishers of the 
Daily Herald, of Menominee; of the Michigan Free Press (Ger- 
man weekly), of Bay City; of the Helios, of Grand Rapids, and of 
the News, of Sault Ste. Marie, all in the State of Michigan, and 
the memorial of A. 8. White, secretary of the Michigan Artisan 
Company, of the State of Michigan, remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. PEFFER. I present the petition of C. B. Bryan and anum- 
ber of others, formerly of the State of Kansas, now residents and 
citizens of Oklahoma Territory, praying for the passage of the 
free-homestead bill. As the bill isnow the unfinished business of 
the Senate, the petition had better lie on the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 

Mr. PEFFER. I also present the petition of Le Grand Bying- 
ton, of Iowa City, Iowa, praying for the enactment of legislation 
embodying certain views: 

First. To prohibit any further issuance of Government bonds 
for any purpose, or in any form, 
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Second. To reduce public expenditure all along the lines of 
appropriation by sums amounting to 40 per cent of the aggregate 
voted at last session. 

Third. To repeal the national banking act and require speedy 
redemption of their circulating notes in the gold and silver coins 
of the United States. 

Fourth. To compel by mandatory legislation the Executive 
Departments to disburse said coins, as shall be most convenient 
to the Government, in the payment of all public dues, and to 
punish willful discriminations in such payments. 

Fifth. To open the mints to the equal and unlimited coinage of 
both gold and silver into standard legal-tender money of the 
Republic, and compel the immediate coinage of all the bullion in 
the Treasury, and disbursement of the same, and of all surplus in 
payment of existing debts. 

ixth. To make forcible seizure of the subsidy Pacific railroads 
and declare them public highways and mail routes, subject to use 
by all citizens on payment of tolls sufficient to keep them in good 
repair. 

venth. To submit to the States for adoption amendments of 
the Constitution abolishing life offices and the so-called electoral 
college. prohibiting government by injunction and by ‘“‘ commis- 
sion,” and allowing election of Senators by popular suffrage. 

I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on Civil 
Service and Retrenchment. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PEFFER presented the memorials of the publishers of the 
Star and Mieiten tadlsinebhanss: of the Educational Echo, of Nor- 
ton; of the Southwestern Banner, of Wichita; of the Times, of 
Oskaloosa; of the Enterprise, of Elsmore; of the New Era, of 
Spring Hill; of Cromwell’s Kansas Mirror,of Kansas City, and 
of the Empire, of Alton, all in the State of Kansas; of the Echo, 
of Erie, Pa.; of the News, of Woodward, Okla.; of the Record, of 
Marshall, Okla., and of the Magnet, of Bartlesville, Ind. T., re- 
monstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relat- 
ing to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. GEAR. I present certain papers containing information 
concerning the ramie industry. move that the papers be 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, to be con- 
sidered in connection with a bill pertaining to the subject before 
the committee, and that they be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GEAR presented a memorial of the Iowa Academy of Sci- 
ences, remonstrating against the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, 
for the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of 
Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of Boardman Cooley, publisher 
of the Mail-Press, of Strawberry Point, Iowa, remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. Sarah Clay Bennett, of 
Richmond, Ky., praying that the right of suffrage for white and 
black women be granted equal to that accorded white and black 
men; which was referred to the Select Committee on Woman 
Suffrage, : 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of the New England Furniture 
Exchange, of Boston, Mass., praying for the establishment of a 
nonpartisan tariff commission, to whom ail tariff matters now 
and hereafter shall be referred for careful and disinterested con- 
sideration before Congressional action is taken; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by John G. Whittier 
Council, No. 25, American Protective Association, of Haverhill, 
Mass., expressing sympathy for the Cubans in their struggle for 
independence, and praying Congress to recognize the Cuban 
Republic; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Baptist Social Union, of Bos- 
ton, Mass., praying for the enactment of legislation prohibiting 
the sale of intoxicating drink in the Capitol or on the Capitol 
Grounds; which was referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 

e also presented a memorial of the publisher of the Cottager 
and Ready Record, of Athol, Mass., and a memorial of the pub- 
lisher of the News, of Easthampton, Mass., remonstrating against 
the p e of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class 
mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the memorial of the publisher of 
the Sabbath Advocate, of Stanberry, Mo., and the memorial of the 
ee Humanity, of Kansas City, Mo., remonstrating against 

he passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 

matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. HOAR presented a petition of the Massachusetts State Board 
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of Trade, praying for the enactment of restrictive legislation rela- 
tive to se -cond-class mail matter; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post- Roads. 


He also presented a petition of the Ministerial Union, of Taunton, | 
Mass., praying for the enactment of legislation to prohibit the sale | } 
of intoxicating liquorsin the Capitol building; which wasreferred 


to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He aiso presented resolutions adopted by the American Historical 
Association, expressing its strong approval of the action taken by 
the Massachusetts Historical Society in regard to the preservation 
of the United States frigate Constitution; which were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of Amos Cross, late first lieuten- 
ant, United States Army, praying that relief be granted him on 
account of being illegally confined in an insane asylum; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CULLOM presented the petition of Ferguson & Good- 
now, of Chicago, II1., meee for the: 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; Somes ial was referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented memorials of the publishers of the Woodstock 
Sentinel, of Woodstock, Ill.; of the Universal Truth, of Chicago, 
Nl.; of Charles A. Tracy, of Chicago, Ill.; of the Werner Com- 
pany, of Chicago, IIl.; of the David C. Cook Publishing Company, 
of Chicago, 1ll.; of the news dealers and booksellers of Chicago, 


lil.; of the News Company, of Joliet, Ill.; of the McCormick es- | 


tate and Gray, of Chicago, DL; of publishers of the American 
Journal of Sociology, of Chieago, Il; of the American Journal 
of Education, of St. Louis, Mo.; of the Republican, of Ashmore, 


lil.; of the Gibson Courier, of Gibson C ity, I.; of the National | 
Harness Review, of C hicago, Til.; of the Wool Markets and Sheep, | 


of Chicago, Ill: of James A. Hawley, of Dixon, Ill., and of the 
S. B. Frank Publishing Company, of Chicago, Iil., yYemonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 


ond-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on | 


Post-Offices and Post- Roads. 

Mr. FRYE presented the memorial of Harry P. Dill, publisher 
of the Rangeley Lakes, of Rangeley, Me., and the memorial of 
Waldo Pettengill, of Rumford, Me., remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. QUAY presented a petition of the Board of Trade of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., praying that an appropriation be made providing for 
the transfer of foreign mails with a view to expediting their de- 


livery in Philadelphia; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Appropriations. 

He also presented a — of the Atlantic Coast Seamen’s 
Union of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the enactment of legisla- 
tion to better the condition of nm seamen; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., remonstrating against the enactment of legislation 
to so amend the interstate-commerce law as to relieve violators of 
section 10 of that act from imprisonment; which was referred to 

the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

He also presented sundry petitions of citizens of Smee = me 
praying for the enactment of legislation to amend the postal laws 
relating to second-class mail matter, and also to prohibit the trans- 
portation of obscene matter thro’ the mails; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-O and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the War Veterans’ Association of 
Allegheny County, Pa., praying for the appointment of a Con- 
gressional committee to examine into and report upon the alleged 
abuses in the present pension system; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented petitions of Red Lion Council, No. 125, Order 
of United American Mechanics, of Pennsylvania; of Judson Kil- 
patrick Camp, No. 233, Division of Pennsylvania, Sons of Vet- 
erans, of Easton, Pa., and of Washington Camp, No. 533, Patriotic 
Sons of America, of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to recognize 
the indep endence of Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. THURSTON presented the memorials of John Bradford, 
publisher of the Times, Fulton, Kans., and Prescott Standard; of 
the publisher of the Tribune, of Hastings; of Lewis T. Waltson, 
publisher of the Pulpit of the Cross, of Omaha; of Clement Chase, 
sewage of the Excelsior, of Omaha, and of J. M. Burnham, pub- 

isher of the Wymorean, of Wymore, all in the State of Nebraska, 

remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Lond bill, 
relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Connnittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DAVIS, from —_ Committee on Territories, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in 
the Territory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water sys- 


| executive committee on ing 
passage of the so-called Loud | 
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pect Hill Cemetery, 
and for other purposes. 
dar of the bill (S. 2332) to extend North Capitol 
diers’ Home, being Order of Business 830, and that 
be indefinitely — 

The VICE-P ENT. In the absence 
House bill will take the place indicated, and 


of Columbia, to whom was referred the sale resolution (H. 
214) authorizing the Secretary of War to grant permits to 
ugural ceremonies for use of reserva- 
tions or public in the city of Washington on the occasion 
unalone the President-elect on March 4, 1897, etc., 
to report it favorably with amendments. Iam further instructed 
by the committee to ask for the immediate consideration by the 


| Senate of the joint resolution. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read for 
information. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution and the amendments. 

Mr. PEFFER. I ask that the joint resolution as amended may 


| be printed and lie over until I can have an opportunity to exam- 


ine it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There is objection to the present con- 
sideration of the joint resolution, and it will go over. under the 
rule. 

RAILROAD TRACKS IN WASHINGTON, 


Mr. BACON. Iam imstructed by the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. Res. 
213) to permit railroads in the District to coor additional parts 
of streets to accommodate the traveling public attending the in- 
augural ceremonies, to report it without amendment. I am fur- 
ther instructed by the committee to ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate for the immediate consideration of the joint resolution. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to have the joint resolution read in 
full. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. . Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the joint resolution? 

Mr. ALLEN. Ido not know that I shall object if I can get an 
answer from the Senator from a to my inquiry. Pinko 
vision will be made respecting the cost of tearing up the streets 
and repairing them? 

Mr. BACON. If the Senator will observe the terms of the joint 
resolution, he will see that everything is placed under the control 
of the Commissioners. All of the regulations with reference to 
where the tracks are to be laid, in what manner they shall be laid, 
how the ex shall be borne of repairing the are within 
the discretion and control of the Commissioners of District. 
The railroad companies, by the joint resolution, are not author- 
ized to do anything except by the direct + permission of the Com- 


missioners. 

Mr. ALLEN. I think as far as putting under the — 
Commissioners the authority to where the 
be laid is concerned, their control of that matter is all right, but bed 
to place in charge of the Commissioners the question of 
pay for the damage done to the streets in layi the tracks and 
repairing the streets after they are taken u question ought 
to besdetermined by Congress. It the ss; companies are to 
get the benefit of the additional traffic and passenger carriage dur- 
ing the ao or that are to Gil sieas place in this city in 
March, then railroad companies ought to pay for the damage 
done to the streets. 

Mr. BACON. I quite agree with the Senator that the railroad 
—— should pay whatever cost may be incurred in repairing 

the streets, and I have not the slightest doubt but that will be 

required of them. In fact, that was a matter so patent and so 

dain that I presume it never occurred to the committee that it 
would be necessary to express it in the joint resolution. 

Mr. . Mr. President—— 

Mr. BACON. If the Senator will pardon mea moment, I will 
state that the anes Se no ae — od joint 
resolution to impose any of t either upon a 
ment or upon the treasury of the District, It is not to be 
sumed that such will be done. Every influence, of course, ‘be 
on the other side, so far as those considerations which control this 
question are concerned. I presume there will be no objection, 
while we think it unnecessary, for the Senator to offer an amend- 
a Se Se because that is the intention of the joint 
resolution. 
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I will state further, while I am on the floor, that it is the sole 
purpose of this measure to enable the railroad companies to do 
what they have done heretofore, I am informed, at every inaugu- 
ration, which is to lay additions! tracks along their present lines 
simply for the accommodation of the increased number of cars 


which a large crowd will necessarily require. 
Mr. AL . To that I enter no objection. I am perfectly 
willing that the company shall have the right to lay additional 


tracks, under the supervision of the Commissioners of the District; 
but I do not want. after a time, some Senator to come in here and 
offer an amendment to an appropriation bill to cover the expenses 
of repairing the streets and that expense to the Government. 

Mr. BACON. I will ask the Senator if, in the past, any such 
claim has ever been made for similar service? 

Mr. ALLEN. I can not say that there has ever been any such 
claim made, but I know that it has been the policy heretofore to 
saddle every conceivable expense upon the Government in connec- 
tion with the improvement of streets, the laying of railroad tracks, 
and, in fact, everything that is done in this District. 

Mr. FAULKNER. ill the Senator from Nebraska permit me 
a moment? 

Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I had charge of this matter four years ago, 
and I will state to the Senator that it is the same joint resolution 
which has been uniformly since I have been in the Sen- 
ate. This measure will not apply to nor will ission be 
granted to lay tracks upon any asphalt streets at all, but they are 
the same streets on which the present tracks are running. The 
railroad companies have always been required by the Commis- 
sioners, under a similar joint resolution, to enter into an agree- 
ment with them to pay all the expenses of putting down the 
tracks and in putting the streets back in the same condition in 
which they were found at the time the additional expense was in- 
curred. That has always been provided by an agreement between 
the railroad companies and the Commissioners. 

Mr. ALLEN. With the understanding that the Commissioners 
will do so in this case, I shall-not object to the consideration of the 
joint resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the joint resolution? 

There being no objection, the joint resolution was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 
~ The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill (S. 3497) to define the duties 
of the secretary of the District of Columbia; which was read 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. ~ 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3498) to punish the impersonation 
of inspectors of the health and other departments of the District 
of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companying paper, referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. LODGE introduced a bill (S. 3499) granting a pension to 
Mrs. Lucy P. Demon; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GEAR (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3500) for the relief 
of Stewart & Co., A. P. H. Stewart, agent; which was read twice 
by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. QUAY introduced a bill (S. 3501) granting a pension to 
Matilda F. Gageby; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 3502) granting an increase 
of pension to Jacob Myers; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3503) for the relief of Samuel A. 
Lundborg; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. QUAY introduced a bill (S. 3504) granting arrears of pen- 
sion to H. Morris Husband; which was read twice by its title, 
-—, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. CHANDLER (for Mr. PrircHarp) introduced a bill (S. 3505) 
for the relief of s W. Thompson; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 


THE TENNESSEE CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION. 


Mr. BATE. I introduce a joint resolution and ask for its pres- 
ent consideration. It is rather a matter of urgency. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 189) providing for the erection of a 
Government building at the Tennessee Centennial ition was 


read the first time by its title and the second time at length, as 
follows: 


Resolved, ete., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to solicit proposals and to contract for the erection of the build- 


ing for the Government exhibit at the Tennessee Centennial Exposition au- 


thorized by the act of Congress approved December 22, 1896, without public 
advertisement. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the joint resolution? 
ere being no objection, the joint resolution was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


time, and passed. 
AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. LODGE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the District appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GIBSON submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was ordered 
to be printed, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on the Library. 

Mr. NELSON submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was ordered 
to be printed, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MORGAN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be a. 

Mr. CHANDLER (for Mr. Prircuarp) submitted an amend- 
ment intended to be proposed by him to the general deficiency 
appropriation bill; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


PRESENTATION OF MORNING BUSINESS. 


Mr. LODGE submitted the following amendment to the stand- 
ing rules of the Senate; which was referred to the Committee on 
ules: 
AMENDMENT TO RULE VIL. 


In section 1, after the words “following order,” strike out as follows: ‘‘ The 
ntation of petitions and memorials" and “ the introduction of bills and 
Joint resolutions.” 

Strike out sections 3 and 4 and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

“3. Members owing potiens or memorials or bills of a private nature to 
present may deliver them to the Secretary, indorsing their names and the 
reference or disposition to be made thereof; and said petitionsand memorials 
or bills of a private nature, except such as, in the judgment of the Vice- 
President, are of an obscene or insulting character, shall be entered on the 
Journal with the names of the members presenting them, and the Secretary 
shall furnish a transcript of such entry to the Official Reporters of Debates for 
publication in the Recorp. 

“4. Any petition or memorial or private bill excluded under this rule shall 
be returned to the member from whom it was received, and petitions and pri- 
vate bills which have been inappropriately referred may, by the direction of 
the committee having possession of the same, be properly referred in the man- 
ner originally presented, and an erroneous reference of a petition or private 
bill under this clause shall not confer jurisdiction upon the committee to con- 
sider or report the same. 

“5. All other bills, memorials, and resolutions may in like manner be deliv- 
ered, indorsed with the names of members introducing them, to the Vice- 
President, to be by him referred. and the titles and references thereof and of 
all bills, resolutions, and documents referred under the rules, shall be entered 


on the Journal and printed in the Recorp of the next day, and correction in 
case of error of reference may be made by the Senate on any day, immedi- 
ately after the reading of the Journal, by unanimous consent, or on motion of a 


committee claiming jurisdiction, or on the report of the committee to which 
the bill has been erroneously referred. 

“6. When a bill, resolution, or memorial is introduced ‘ by request.’ these 
words shall be entered upon the Journal and printed in the Recorp.”’ 


ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


Mr. ALLEN. I submitaresolution for which I ask present con- 
sideration. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, directed and 


ae to inform the Senate— 
rst, whether Isaac Waiker & Sons, of Philadelphia, Pa., who are engaged 
in constructing additions to and making repairs on the naval hospital at 


Brooklyn, in the State of New York, have violated, or are violating, or suf- 
fering violations of the act of Congressof August 1, 1892, commonly knownas 
the “ eight-hour labor law,” by uiring those engaged in laboring for them 
on said work to work more than eight hours per day; and if so, what steps, if 
any, have been taken by the Navy Department to prevent such violations; 
oat if like violations are being committed by P. J. Carian, a contractor, of 


eee, N. Y., and what steps, if any, are being taken to prevent the same; 
an 

Second, what measures, if any, have been taken by the Navy Department 
to prevent violations of the so-called eight-hour labor law on Government 
works under its supervision; and if no such measures have been taken, what 


further legislation, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, is necessary 
to empower the Navy Department to supervise, control, and restrain the 
action of contractors and builders engaged in the construction and repairs of 
Government property. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the resolution? 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
until to-morrow. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. An pen on being interposed, the 
resolution will go over under the rule. 

Mr. ALLEN. Can I have the attention of the Senator just a 
moment? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. This resolution only covers one suggestion. It 
is alleged, and I presume there is no doubt about the truthfulness 
of the statement, that Isaac Walker & Sons, who are engaged in 
repairing the hospital and making additions to the hospital at 
Brooklyn, N. Y., are violating the eight-hour law in requiring their 
laborers to work nine hours, and that by such means they are 
interfering with the established price of eight hours’ labor in that 
market. 

The resolution simply calls for such information as the Secre- 
tary of the Navy may possess ne this matter, and if he has 
no power to prevent a violation of the law it asks for his opinion 
as to the measures necessary to prevent a repetition of such a 
violation of it. I hope the Senator will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If it is a mere call for information I shall 
not object. but I ask to have the resolution read again. 

Mr. ALLEN. It is a mere call for information. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘the resolution will be again read. 

The Secretary again read the resolution. 

Mr.CHANDLER. In the first place, the words “‘ and required” 
should be stricken out. The language is ‘directed and required.” 
One direction is enough. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That is enough. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The words ‘“‘and required” should be 
stricken out. 

Mr. ALLEN. Very well; let those words go out. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so modified. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Now, I ask the Senator whether he under- 
stands that these employments are in violation of an existing law 
of Congress. 

Mr. ALLEN. I doso understand, Mr. President. If the Sena- 
tor will indulge mé just a moment, I will state that I understand 
the established custom in Brooklyn and in that part of the coun- 
try has approved the eight-hour system, and that all day labor is 
based upon eight hours of labor by theemployee. I think there is no 
doubt about the fact that Isaac Walker & Sons, and possibly Carlan, 
have ignored the law, and required their men to work nine hours 
for the same wages that other men receive who perform like serv- 
ices for private parties, and who are accredited with eight hours 
of labor. Now, if that is being done, and there is information in 
the Navy Department of that fact, it occurs to me the Senate ought 
to know it and thecountry ought to know it, and if the Secretary 
of the Navy has no power to put a bit upon Isaac Walker & Sons 
and other contractors who are doing Government work, then it is 
high time for Congress to know that fact and to know what fur- 
ther legislation may be necessary to authorize restraint upon con- 
tractors on Government works. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I may be very dull and not 
well informed, but I did not know that contractors for Govern- 
ment work could not employ men more than eight hours a day. 

The law prohibits employing men for more than eight hours a day 
in the navy-yards and other Government establishments, and 

that law I had the honor to strictly enforce when I was in the 
Navy Department, There had been an adjustment of the hours 
of labor that was not in exact accordance with that law. The 
error was corrected. The law is in force in the navy-yards and 
in the arsenals of the country, but I did not know that contractors 
with the Government were limited as to the hours of labor in 
which their men should be employed. 

The objection to the Senator’s resolution is that it assumes all 
the way through that we have a law upon the statute book limit- 
ing Government contractors in their hours of labor for their men. 
Iam informed by Senators around me that they are ignorant of 
any such law, and I think the Senator must be mistaken about it. 

Mr. ALLEN. Ihave no doubt the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire was a most excellent Secretary of the Navy and carried out 
the provisions of all laws. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not doubt that myself [laughter], but 
what I do doubt is whether there is any law which prohibits con- 
tractors employing men for more than eight hours a day. 

Mr. ALLEN. Oh, Mr. President, the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire is throwing a spear ata gnat. Thatis not the question at all. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator should not regard himself as 
@ gnat. re 

Mr. ALLEN. No. 

om CHANDLER. I have always disclaimed any idea of ever 
=i tling the proportions of the Senator from Nebraska. [Laugh- 
ter. 
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that he was a great Secreta: 
I think the resolution had better go over | ally a fair-sized statesman—I think we will agree upon that—but 
what I mean by saying the Senator is throwing a spear at a gnat 
is this: Congress passed an eight-hour law that controls all work 
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Mr. ALLEN. Lagree with the Senator from New ae 
of the Navy, and that I am physic- 


under the supervision of the Government in all Departments. 
The Senator from New Hampshire and the Senators who ar: sit- 
ting around him are all good lawyers, and I believe intend toc: 

out the provisions of every law that is made and to enact euch 
other laws as may be necessary to bring about the ends of justice. 
Now, here are men who are occupying a quasi-official position in 
this country. The law of respondeat superior applies to the 
relation existing between these contractors and this Government. 
There can not any doubt about that. The Secretary of the 
Treasury or the Secretary of the Navy has power, when he makes 
a contract with contractors to do work upon public buildings or 
in the construction of naval vessels, to prescribe the hours that shall 
constitute a day for the performanceof that work. I am satisfied 
my friend from New Hampshire, if he were in the Navy Depart- 
ment again, as he probably will be under the incoming Adminis- 
tration llanghter|, would enforce alaw of that kind. I feel confi- 
dent that he would do that. 

Mr. President, if it should so happen that the Secretary of the 
Navy technically does not this ee friend 
from New Hampshire, as the friend of down- en labor and of 
men who are compelled to earn their living by their daily toil, that 
it iseminently proper that the Secretary of the Navy should inform 
us upon this subject, and that we should enact such further leg- 
islatior? as may be essential to protect this class of people. That 
is all that the resolution calls for. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, the resolution is objection- 
able in that it assumes that there is a law prohibiting contractors 
with the Government from employing their men more than eight 
hours aday. There is no such law, and theSecre of the Navy 
has no right whatever to interfere with the hours of labor of Gov- 
ernment contractors. He has control over the laborers employed 
directly by the Government, and no others. 

I think that the resolution is also objectionable at this time 
because it conveys an impression that there is a violation of law 
when there is no violation of law, as the Senator and every other 
Senator well knows. If the Senator will allow the resolution to 
go over, and it isin such a form that it does not create a false 
implication, then I shall have no objection to its passage. 

Mr. ALLEN. I wantto submit to my friend just this one prop- 
osition, and then he can make his objection if he will. I want to 
ask the Senator if he takes the position that the Secretary of the 
Navy has not the power to insert in the contract with Isaac 
Walker & Sons a provision that they shall observe the eight-hour 
law and to cancel their contract if they violate it? 

Mr. CHANDLER. He may do it if he pleases, but he is not 
under the slightest obligation to do it. The Senator knows that 
the new Navy of the United States has been built mainly by con- 
tracts with outside parties; and the Secretary of the Navy never 
has undertaken to prescribe the hours of the day during which 
the workmen upon those ships should labor. It would have made 
an enormous difference in the contract price of the vessels if he 
had. The Government has strictly limited itself so far to pre- 
scribing the hours of labor for its own a and the Sena- 
tor’s implication ought not to goin a resolution. The Senator, 
the more he talks, convinces me the more that the resolution ought 
to be carefully examined before it is eo 

Mr. ALLEN. If I had known that, 1 might have started out 
with the Senator’s views, and possibly I could have reconciled 
them with my present views, but I submit, if the Senator insists 
upon his objection, that while our Navy has been gotten up 
largely in the manner suggested by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, it has been at the expense of the life and the health and the 
rights of the men who did the work; and if this t Govern- 
ment has not the power to protect these people, and its Secretary 
of the Navy has not the manhood to protect them when he can— 
because he has ample power to insert a provision in the contract 
for their protection—it is pretty near time the people of the 
United States should know that fact. 

Mr. MILLS. Is this discussion by unanimous consent, Mr. 
President? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The discussion is proceeding by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. MILLS. Then I object. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator from Texas allow me one 
word more? 

Mr. MILLS. Very well. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Nebraska believes in an 
eight-hour day for all workmen, and possibly that proposition has 
some merit. 

Mr. ALLEN. I work sixteen hours a day myself. 

Mr. CHANDLER. But the law has not yet been put upon the 








1897. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


647 





statute books that would authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
do this thing. : : 

Mr. A N. I plengree with the Senator. 

Mr. CHAND . erefore the Senator ought not to make 
an implication in the resolution that there is such a law, when 
everyone knows there is no such law. 

Mr. ALLEN. I think there is. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection being interposed, the reso- 
lution will go over. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories: 

A bill (H. R. 7087) to amend section 8 of the act entitled “An 
act ra a civil government for Alaska,” approved May 17, 
1894; an 

A bill (H. R. 7088) to create the office of surveyor-general in 
Alaska. 

CHICAGO RAILWAY STRIKE OF 18. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid —— the Senate the following 
concurrent resolution of the House of Representatives; which was 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved by the House of tatives 
‘Attorney yy be phe $y ote , auth: 


Senate concurring) t the 
and instructed to t as an 


appendix to his last annual report oe all telegra: other cor- 
recpond between mobo ates and erihie offic pri 
persons, companies, and cers and agents, in ear 1804, 

lative to disorders in the city of Chicago Il.., caring ound year, to 
the action taken by the Government of the United States suppressing the 
same. 


UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 


Mr. HOAR. Iask that House bill 8110, being the bankruptcy 
bill, be made the special order for January 25, a fortnight frou 


y: 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the title of the bill be read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read by title. 

The Secretary. A bill (H.R. 8110) to establish a uniform law 
on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United States. 

Mr. HOAR. What I desire is to have that bill minds pepoctel 
order not to come up before the 25th of January. 

eement with the Senator from Colorado . TELLER], who is 
abeent at this moment, and also to acco te the Senator from 
Sissinsippi Mr. GzorGE] who is absent. The Senate will then 
have the matter completely in its power. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like toask the Senator from Massachu- 
setts if the pro arrangement is satisfactory to the Senator 
from Mississippi? 

Mr. HOAR. I have no doubt it is, as it is satisfactory G) 
— from Colorado, who agrees with the Senator from 

ppi. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 


the Senator from Massachusetts? The Chair hears none, and it 
is so ordered. 


TERMS OF PRESIDENT AND REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr. PROCTOR. I ask that Orders of Business 62 and 63 on the 
itable Calendar be taken from the table, read by the Secretary, and 
‘laid before the Senate for a very brief consideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 6 resolutions be read by title, 

The Secretary. A joint resolution (S. R. 180) ee 
the Constitution of the United States be so amended that the i- 
‘dent shall hold his office for one term of six years, and shall not 
‘be eligible for reelection, and a joint resolution age 181) pro- 
‘viding that the Constitution of the United States be so amended 
‘that the members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen 
every third year. 

Mr. PROCTOR. Mr. President, I believe in the wisdom of the 
changes proposed because: 

First. A longer Presidential term and ineligibility for reelection 
are more in accord with the ideas and purposes of the framers of 
the Constitution than is the present system as it has developed in 
practical results. 

Second. The —- change is not radical or revolutionary, 
‘but is in the line of true conservatism. Itis a change of theletter 

to preserve the = of the Constitution. 

ird. Reeligibility is wrong in theory and vicious in practice, 
for it results in Se ee ees e Presi- 
dent for the promotion of his chances of reelection, or else subjects 
‘him to the imputation of such use. 

Fourth. The change will more thoroughly divorce the legislative 
and executive branches of the Government, an end most strongly 
desired by the Constitutional Convention. 

Fifth. Even if the present system was wise in the beginning, 
the changed conditions, the growth of the country in population, 
especially in cities, the great increase in our territory, and the 
growing danger of sudden popular revulsions make the change 
‘now desirable. 

Sixth. Thereby the business interests of the country will be 


saved from such frequent disturbances, and the time and expense 
incident to campaigns will be proportionately reduced. 

Seventh. By lengthening the terms of Representatives to three 
—_ laws will be better considered and will have a longer and 

airer trial before their friends go out of power in Congress. 

The American people rightly regard the Constitution with great 
reverence, It has proven itself wonderfully adapted to conserve 
to them equally the blessings of liberty and the protection of law. 
Our own judgment of its merits is perhaps influenced by our 
affection; but the verdict of affection is also the verdict of disin- 
terested criticism. Mr. Bryce, whose commentaries upon our 
institutions are ey the most thoughtful foreign criticism 
since that of De Tocqueville, says: 

It ranks above every pa written constitution for the intrinsic excel- 

nce of its scheme, its ptation to the circumstances of the people, the 
cieplicity, Srgwey and precision of its language, its judicious mixture of 
definiteness of principle with elasticity in detail. 

We are naturally conservative with respect to any proposal to 
mee it in _ way. Surely such a proposal is not to be made 
lightly nor without good reason. 

e amendment proposed by the resolution is one of detail. Its 
purpose is not to change but really to strengthen the most funda- 
mental principle of the Constitution—the separation of the exec- 
utive and legislative powers. Nor isthe proposal a new one. A 
longer Presidential term, without reeligibility, was the original 
decision of the Constitutional Convention. It was not changed 
without much waveringand many misgivings. A prominentmem- 
ber who declared near the close of the discussion that he had never 
made up an opinion on the question entirely to his own satisfac- 
tion, apparently spoke the sense of the whole. Since then it has 
been repeatedly ane to revert to the original plan. 

The framers of the Constitution, witha wealth of learning and 
experience, made every system yield the best of its fruits. From 
the English constitution and common law, from their own colonial 
and State constitutions, from former experiments in republican 
government, and from the writings of political philosophers they 
took their precedents. 

The Constitution— 

Says a distinguished writer— 
is no exception to the rule that everything which has power to win the obe- 
dience and respect of men must have its roots deep in the past. 

But when they came to the discussion of a National Executive, 
precedents failed them. It was practically a field of original in- 
vestigation. They wisely discarded, with practical unanimity, 
the idea of a plural Executive; but how to elect the Executive, the 
length of his term, and whether he should be eligible to a second 
term occasioned much discussion in the convention, and certainly 
more vacillation than any other problem before it. 

On the Ist day of June— 

Says Mr. Bancroft in his History of the Constitution— 
the convention took into consideration the National Executive. The same 
spirit of conciliation prevailed, but with a chaos of ideas and a shyness in the 
members to declare their min Should the National Executive be one or 
many? a question, from adifference among themselves, the plan of the Vir- 
ginia delegates had left undecided. Should it be chosen directly by the peo- 

le, or by Hostese, 68 a the State legislatures, or by the executives of the 

tates, or by one branch of the National Legislature, or by both branches! 
And if by both, by joint or concurrent ballot or by lot? How long should be 
its term of service? and how far should its reeligibility be limited? * * * 
Here the convention marched and countermarched for want of guides. 

The old saying that intuitions are more reliable than after- 
thoughts would seem to apply here. The Virginia plan, presented 
to the convention May 29, 1787, by Mr. Randolph, provided for a 
National Executive ‘‘to be chosen by the National Legislature 
for ears, and to be ineligible a second time.” This 
blank was filled June 1 in committee of the whole house by insert- 
ing the word ‘‘seven,” by a vote of five and a half to four and a 

States, and the following day the ineligibility of the President 
for a second election was affirmed by a vote of eight and a half to 
one and a half States. In that shape it was reported June 19 
from the committee of the whole. July 17 the convention voted 
to strike out the words “‘ to be ineligible a second time,” by a vote 
of six States to four; but the same day they unanimously voted 
to reconsider their action. Two days later the convention voted 
to make the term six years, without the ineligibility clause. But 
on the 26th of the same month, by a vote of seven to three, they 
reverted to the original proposition of a seven-year term, the Presi- 
dent to be ineligible a second time, and in that form it appeared 
in the original draft of the Constitution reported to the conven- 
tion August 6 by the committee on detail. August 31 the con- 
vention referred such parts of the Constitution as had been post- 
poned and such parts of reports as had not been acted upon toa 
committee of one from each State, and on September 4, or only 
thirteen days before the convention finally adjourned, that com- 
mittee reported the provision in question of the Constitution sub- 
stantially as finally adopted. 

Since then the proposal has often been made, and from the 
highest sources, to reintroduce the principle of ineligibility for @ 
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second term. Jefferson was in favor of it. President Jackson 
urged Congress in several of his messages to propose to the States 
an amendment to the Constitution rendering the Executive ineli- 
gible after one term of service, and such a resolution was intro- 
duved in 1830, 

Mr. President, I have noticed on a very recent anniversary 
occasion that associations of widely different political views have 
in their s2parate meetings paid their tributes of respect and affec- 
tion to President Jackson. From another political standpoint I 
wish to indorse the views he gave on this subject. 

In his annual message that year, after stating that he had before 
recommended that the President be made ineligible for reelection, 


President Jackson said: 


I renew the recommendation with an increased confidence that its adoption 
will strengthen those checks by which the Constitution designed to secure 
the a poe pee of each department of Government and promote the 
healthful and equitable administration of all the trusts which it has created. 
The agent most likely to contravene this design of the Constitution is the 
Chief Magistrate. In order, particularly, that this appointment may, as far 
as possible, be placed beyond the reach of any improper influences; in order 
that he may approach the solemn responsibilities of the highest office in the 
gift of a free pe »ple uncommitted to any other course than the strict line of 
constitutional duty, and that the securities for this independence may be 
rendered as strong as the nature of power and the weakness of its possessor 
will admit, I can not too earnestly invite your attention to pot ly ne of 
promoting such amendment of the Constitution as will render him ineligible 
after one term of service. 


In due time the Whigs took up the one-term principle, and a7 
put it in their platform in 1844. Henry Clay advocated it wit 
his accustomed vigor. The Southern Confederacy embodied it in 
its constitution. In 1866 and 1871 it was urged by Wade and 
Sumner, whointroduced resolutions inits behalf. Writing in 1871, 
Horace Greeley said: 


All that is needed is an intelligent, earnest, widespread conviction that the 
practice of reelecting a Chief Magistrate while in office is fraught with evil 
and peril—that it distracts his attention from the proper cares and duties of 
his station, and compels him to consider not who are fittest and most worthy 
to fill the offices in his gift, but what choice will be most likely to improve 
his chances of renomination. 


And again: 


Office seeking is our national vice, divesting our workshops of tyra 
and our farms of half the inteliigent, energetic, aspiring youth who ought 
to make our agriculture of the next thirty years exhibit a series of brilliant 
advances and improvements upon all that preceded it. But vainly shall we 
hope for such reform through the lopping off of branches while the root of 
the upas remains intact and vital. That root is the reelection while in office 
of Presidents, governors, and other dispensers of vast patronage, with their 
consegeent temptation to use that patronage in aid of their own continu- 
ance in power. 

In 1876 Mr, Tilden, in his letter accepting the nomination for 
the Presidency, expressed himself as follows: 

It might encourage delusive expectations if I withheld here the expression 
of my convictions that no reform of the civil service in this country will be 
complete and permanent until its Chief Magistrate is constitutionally dis- 
qualified for reelection, experience having frequently exposed the futility of 
self-imposed restriction by candidate or incumbent. Through thissolemnity 
ouly can he be effectively delivered from his greatest temptation to misuse 
the power and patronage with which the Executive is charged. 

August 18, 1884, President Cleveland wrote in his letter of 
acceptance: 

When an election to office shall be the selection by the voters of one of 
their number to assume for a time a public trust instead of his dedication to 
the profession of politics; when the holders of the ballot, quickened by a 
sense of duty, shall avenge truth betrayed and pl broken, and when the 
suffrage shall bo altogether free and uncorru , the full realization of a 
government by the people will be at hand. And of the means to this end not 
one would, in my judgment, be more effective than an amendment to the 
Constitution disqualifying the President from reelection. 

Wher we consider the patronage of this great office, the allurements of 
power, the temptation to retain public places once gained, and, more than 
all, the availability a party finds in an incumbent when a horde of office- 
holders, with a zeal born of benefit received and fostered by the hope of 
favors yet to come, stand ready to aid with money and trained political serv- 
ice, we recognize in the eligibility of the President for reelection a most seri- 
ous danger to that calm, deliberate, and intelligent political action which 
must characterize a government by the people. 


From the very foundation of the Government many of our 
ablest and most thoughtful public men have favored an amend- 
ment to the Constitution prohibiting the reelection of a President. 

In the Constitutional Convention the decision of the question 
actually turned upon the settlement of that other vexed question 
of how to elect the Executive. Choice by the National Legisla- 
ture was proposed by the Virginia plan, and it seems to have been 
in the beginning by far the most popular plan. The first vote for 
a seven-year term and ineligibility for a second term was taken 
when the greater part of the members regarded this as the most 
probable manner of election, and it was proposed by removing 
the possibility of a second term to make the Executive less depend- 
ent on the Legislature. As the plan to elect otherwise than by the 
National Legislature gained favor, it was urged that rotation in 
office was not necessary if the choice of the Executive was not to 
be lodged in the Legislature. All the various plans crystallized 
into two, election by the National Legislature with a long term 
and ineligibility, and choice by popular elections through the 
electoral college with a short term and reeligibility. 
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The chief arguments put forward in opposition to ineligibility 
were two. Roger Sherman urged thatit kept out of the office men 
who were best qualified to execute its duties; but the experience 
of the last half century has proven that the influence of an able 
and faithful administration is not a match for the one disap- 
pointments of the army of favor seekers whom the President must 
turn away unsatisfied. Gouveneur Morris and Hamilton urged 
that it tended to destroy the motive to good behavior. In ‘ 
reeligibility has proved to be a temptation in the opposite direc- 
tion, to use the power and patronage of the office to promote re- 
election. The relation of La to the Natio Executive 
seems to have been little regarded. Indeed, the prospective patron- 
age was not then large. 

It was also suggested that as a strong and popular Executive 
came to the close of his term and could not be reelected, there 
might be great danger that the people would be tempted beyond 
control to set aside the Constitution for their temporary gratifi- 
cation. Such fears were perhaps not groundless when the Con- 
stitution was but an experiment. But the stability of our insti- 
tutions has long since banished such fears, and no man can rival 
the Constitution in the affection of the people. 

The resolution proposes a modification of the Constitution, but 
it is a modification of a detail in order to strengthen its most 
fundamental principle. The very basis of the Constitution is the 
complete separation of the legislative and executive powers. So 
long as the Constitutional Convention contemplated the election 
of the Executive by Congress, it favored ineligibility for a second 
term, in order that the ambition of a President to succeed himself 
might not make him dependent upon Congress. 


By the scheme of the electoral college— 
Says Mr. Bancroft— 


d to escape from the Songer of a corrupt traffic between 
ture and candidates for the Executive. 


the convention ho 
the National Legis 


And again: 

From confidence in the purity of the electoral body thus established the 
recligibility of the Executive was again rmed. 

They foresaw the difficulty, but they were in error in thinking 
they had corrected it. There is no other part of the Constitution 
which in practice has worked so differently from what was ex- 
pected as the machinery of Presidential elections. It wascontem- 
plated that the people would simply delegate their elective powers 
to Presidential electors, and— 


No Senator or Representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit 
under the United States— 


Says the Constitution— 
shall be appointed an elector. 


Members of Congress and Federal officeholders were to be ex- 
cluded from the electoral college. Thus they expected that the 
President would neither be dependent upon Congress nor upon 
his own appointees for a reelection. 

How different is it all in practice! The position of Presidential 
elector, though still regarded as one of dignity, is purely clerical. 
In honor he is excluded from the exercise of any choice. National 
elections are simply contests of the candidates of the political par- 
ties before the people. A President ambitious to succeed himself 
must secure the nomination from his party, and the most potent 
elements in national conventions are the very persons whom 
the Constitution intended to exclude from taking any part in the 
election of the President. Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress and Federal officeholders may not constitute the majority 
of representation by actual count in national conventions, but 
their influence is the most potent in their constitution. The very 
dependence, therefore, upon Congress and upon Federal office- 
holders for election to a second term which the Constitution in- 
tended to prevent in fact exists. It can not be doubted for one 
moment that if the framers of the Constitution could have fore- 
seen how little they were correcting the dangers they so evidently 
feared, they would never have abandoned their original intention 
of requiring rotation in the Presidential office. 

I will ask the Secretary to read what De Tocqueville said in 
1835. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested, 


The Secretary read as follows: 
When a simple candidate seeks to rise by intrigue, his maneuvers must nec- 
essarily be limited to anarrow sphere; but when the Chief Magistrate enters 
the lists he borrows the stre of the Government for his own purposes. 
* * * The private citizen who employs the most immoral practices to ac- 
quire power can only act in a manner indirectly projad to the public 
prosperity. But if the representative of the Executive descends into the 
ists, the cares of Government dwi into second-rate , and the 
suecess of his.election is his first concern. Alllaws iations are then 
to him nothing more than electi schemes; the reward 
of services rendered, not to the nation, but to its ; and the influence of 
the Government, if not injurious to the country, is at least no longer benefi- 
cial to the community for which it was created. 

It is im ble to consider the cedieary vases of sfieiry tn Sin Uniel 
Statas wi t perceiving that the desire of being reelected is the chief sim 








of the President; that his whole Administ 
ent measures, tend to this ears 9 and that, as the crisis approaches, his pee 


ration, and even his most indiffer- 


sonal interest takes the place of his interest in the pie oct. The pi 

ple of reeligibility renders the corrupt influence of elective 

still more extensive and pernicious, tends to degrade the political moral- 
ity of the people, and to substitute adroitness for patriotism. 

Mr. PROCTOR. This De Tocqueville wrote in dispassionate 
and friendly criticism in 1835, when the patronage was relatively 
small. In the light of our subsequent experience and present 
conditions, can we say that he put the matter too Cw 

If a President aspires to a second term—<and the best idents 
usually have so aspired—his acts and his appointments, if not his 
policy, are necessarily influenced and colored by that fact. And 
if perchance he does not aspire to reelection, he is still hampered 
by the fact of the constitutional possibility of such reelection. 
His most unselfish and patriotic acts will be charged by some to 
that ambition, whether he entertains it or not. It promotes 
captious criticism. It induces distrust of the President's disin- 
terestedness and ——— and it belittles and detracts from the 
dignity of the office itself. And not only does it weaken the 
President and his Administration at home, but the possibility of 
reeligibility actually weakens the effectiveness of our foreign 
policy. In the beginning of our present Venezuelan crisis the most 
common comment abroad upon the patriotic position taken by the 
President was that it was an eee dodge. Thus does 
the world discount an official expression of the patriotic senti- 
ment of our people, because, in view of the possibility of the 
reelection of the President, the outside world also has become 
accustomed to look to that fact for the deepest motives of a 
President's actions. 

We sometimes speak of the practical limit established by prece- 
dent against a third term. The wise and patriotic declension of 
Washington to serve a third time was based = the very idea 
that there ought to be a limit to eligibility. But the limit thus 
imperfectly established does not meet the case, because actual pro- 
hibition of a third election does not relieve the first term from the 
evils of reeligibility, and because such a limit is so imperfectly 
established that in fact it scarcely relieves it of evil during the 
second. Reeligibility is wrong in theory, vicious in practice, and 
there should be a definite prohibition against it. 

The greatest objection of which Iam aware to this proposed 
change is that it might deprive us, in time of some great national 
exigency, of the services of a leader who seems to be peculiarly 
equipped to be at the head of the Government. Such a thing is 
possible, yet I can hardly conceive of an emergency in which one 
man, and one man only, shall be fit to be at the head of the Gov- 
ernment; and itis hard to believe that an emergency will arise 
that will last for more than six years, the term for which a Presi- 
dent will be chosen under the proposed amendment. It is impos- 
sible to perfect any detail of a constituticnal system so that itmay 
not.-work unfavorably in some emergency. Constitutional sys- 
tems, however, though intended to cover all exigencies so far as 
possible, are designed more to meet the everyday life and existence 
of the Government than some exceptional complication that may 
never occur. The question is, how to safeguard the public inter- 
ests in the most cases and in the largest degree; how to obtain the 
most disinterested administration of the Government from day 
to day of our national existence. If a single term with prohibi- 
tion of a second will do that,then we need not fearthe other. In 
this very connection De Tocqueville says that ‘‘ to reserve an expe- 
dient for extraordinary perils, the country has been exposed to 
daily dangers.” 

To the objection that reeligibility isan incentive to good admin- 
istration and therefore should not be removed, we answer that 
such an argument is as strong for reeligibility to a third term, 
and as strong for reeligibility to a fourth. There must be some 
final administration in which such incentive loses its force, and 
it may as well be the first. 

The — of ineligibility for a second term has always been 
coupled with the proposal to lengthen the term. Though less 
important, it is perhaps not an unnatural correlative of the other. 
In the convention the question was between a longer term with- 
out reeligibility and a shorter one with it. The latter was re- 

arded as the equivalent of the former, as it was expected that a 

ident, if worthy, would ordinarily be reelected. And such 
was generally the rule during the first half century. Now it is 
the exception. Frequent Presidential elections disturb the busi- 
ness interests of the country, which in their present complicated 
conditions have become very sensitive to changes. At the foun- 
dation of the Government these interests were comparatively sim- 
ple. Labor was eee ee own employer, and its relations were 
not easily disturbed. oducer and consumer were more often 
than now combined in one. Telegraphs and railroads were 
unknown. The developing resources of the country had not yet 
brought with them the increased complexity of business relations 
between the different sections, and especially between this country 
and f lands—relations that now exist and are so quickly 
affected by the shifting fortunes of politics. Competition had not 
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become the fierce war of recent years. Not so nicely adjusted, 
business relations were not so easily disturbed. The influence of 
a Presidential election upon the business interests of the country 
was not contemplated by the framers of the Constitution. They 
thought of the Executive and his election only in relation to the 
Government they were forming. They contemplated the Er<cu- 
tive as a factor in that Government. They did not consider the 
effect upon the governed of the process of electing him. To-day, 
in @ manner unforeseen by them, the Presidential elections raise 
the utmost havoc with all business interests. The unrest and lack 
of confidence in business circles truthfully reflect the uncertainty 
of the result of each election. In a recent paper, I find the fol- 
lowing language attributed to Dr. Depew: 


Every four years business is virtually paralyzed for fully six months 
partly on account of the utter Sar of the people in the canvass and 
ly because such issues are r in the campaign that business condi- 
ions are bound to be affected by the result. e have hardly recovered 
from the effects of one Presidential campaign before we are plunged into the 
midst of another. Witha six-year term and a constitutional prohibition of 
reelection, we would have a President free during his term of office from any 
temptation to use his power in any way to secure a renomination or reelec- 
tion, and free also from the suspicion of such an attempt, which is almost as 


Furthermore, the time taken up by a campaign and the expense 
incident thereto are matters of no small moment aside from the 
disastrous effects upon business interests. I realize that cam- 
paign funds are enveloped in a haze of obscurity, and that in 
speaking of them I am treading upon delicate ground; but it is 
safe to say that the expense of a campaign has increased many 
fold in the lasttwenty years. Grant's first campaign fund is said 
to have been $150,000, but now it would require more figures to 
express the amount devoted to campaign purposes. 

It has been suggested that the change might lengthen the term 
of a bad President, but there is not somuch strength in the objec- 
tion as there might seem. We have not often, if ever, had bad 
Presidents, and there would be much less danger of getting one 
with a six-year term than there is now with the four-year term, 
for there would be a longer time for the policy of the preceding 
Administration to have a fair trial and be approved or condemned 
by the deliberate judgment of the people, and there would be 
much less danger of hasty political revulsions. If we were so 
unfortunate as to have an undesirable President who did not 
command the confidence and respect of the people, his power 
would soon be checked by the Congressional and Senatorial elec- 
tions; and if we were so unfortunate as to have a corrupt Presi- 
dent, a calamity which has never yet occurred, he would always 
be subject to impeachment. 

It seems to have been the experience of a good number of the 
States that long terms for their executive officers are desirable, 
Eleven of the States—California, Connecticut, Delaware, Indiana, 
Maryland, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Vermont, 
Virginia, and West Virginia—have lengthened the terms of their 
governors from what they originally were, while of the eight States 
which formerly had gubernatorial termsof one year Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island only hold to the practice. 

Even if wise in the beginning, thechanged conditions, our growth 
in population, especially in the cities, the great increase in our ter- 
ritory, and the growing danger of sudden popular reaction make 
the change advisable as a matter of safety. It is not a radical or 
revolutionary change, but one in the line of true conservatism. 
It isa change in the letter of the Constitution to preserve its spirit. 
It is more in accord with the ideas and purposes of the framers of 
the Constitution than are the practical results that have developed 
from the present system. 

In what I have said of the dangers of the present situation, I 
speak with great deference of the great men who have filled the 
high office of President and who have been candidates for reelec- 
tion. I doubt not but that they have been as little influenced and 
controlled by the selfish considerations mentioned as one placed 
in so inconsistent a position could be. The difficulty, however, 
is that the position is inherently an inconsistent and antago- 
nistic one. One person can not in the nature of things be at the 
same time a perfect President and a Presidential candidate. I 
believe that the people are becoming more and more dissatisfied 
with having the high office of President used, or having it possi- 
ble to use it, to prolong the incumbent's tenure. They are becom- 
ing more and more dissatisfied with seeing Presidential campaigns 
run from the White House. It will be tried just as long as it is 
possible. It will only cease when the Congress and the States by 
constitutional amendment return to the spirit of the Constitution 
and the original plan of the framers. Then no personal ambition 
of a Chief Magistrate can ever compete with his ambition to serve 
his country well and leave an honorable record for his Adminis- 
tration. 

The extension of the terms of Representatives in Congress should 
go with the extension of the Presidential term. The practical 
benefits sure to result from this change and the advantages of it 
to legislation are self-evident. Now the Representatives have 
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hardly concluded their first session before they come up for reelec- 
tion. This long session must necessarily become longer with the 
growth of the country. The legislation of the long session has 
had no trial, and often, I may say usually, in the case of impor- 
tant new legislation on lines of party policy, there is a popular 
reaction before it can have a fair trial. Then comes.the short 
session, in which little is done except to pass appropriation bills. 
With a three years’ term, instead of the present single inordi- 
nately leng session, there would be two sessions unlimited by the 
end of a Congress, and of more moderate duration, which would 
practically nearly double the time for deliberation and considerate 
Laptaheaiiens: The laws of the first session would have been in 
operation for a year or more, which would give time for a fairer 
trial and consideration by the people, with much less danger of 
too hasty legislation and too hasty condemnation of laws when 
once made—a danger to which the country is more and more sub- 
jected as it grows older. 

I believe that the amendments suggested, if adopted, will lead 
to more stable administration and to better legislation and to bet- 
ter and more conservative consideration of public questions by 
the people. 

I La that the joint resolutions be referred to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. President—— 

Mr. STEWART. The question raised by the proposed amend- 
ment is very important—— 

Mr. MILLS. I gave notice that I would address the Senate dur- 
ing the morning hour to-day. 

Mr. STEWART. Iask leave to make just a few remarks. I 
wiil occupy only a moment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Texas yield 
to the Senator from Nevada? 

Mr. MILLS. The Senator from Nevada has the floor. 

Mr. STEWART. I will take but a moment. The recommen- 
dation that the President shall not be eligible for reelection I fully 
approve. ‘There is no doubt that # would bea great gain. I con- 
cur with the recommendation of General Jackson in that respect. 
But to lengthening the term I see grave objections. There would 
be too much at stake. The country would be too much disturbed 
to have an election pending which would put the Chief Executive 
in office for the term of six years. That would be reform in the 
wrong direction. The Senator from Vermont suggests that it is 
very expensive to elect-—— 

Mr. M ILLS. I hope the Senator from Nevada will not take me 
off the floor. I gave notice that I would address the Senate this 
morning, and if he wishes to discuss this question, he can do so at 
some other time. I think I am entitled by.the courtesies of the 
Senate and under the rule to proceed with my argument. 

Mr. STEWART. I did not know that the Senator from Texas 
was entitied to the floor. Let the joint resolutions lie on the table, 
and I will complete my remarks to-morrow morning. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had 
on the 8th instant approved and signed the following act and joint 
resolution: 

An act (8. 2047) extending the time within which the University 
of Utah shall occupy lands heretofore granted to it; and 

A joint resolution (8. R. 162)-continuing in force section 2 of 
the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled “‘An act to repeal section 
61 of an act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Gov- 
ernment, and for other purposes,” which became a law August 
28, 1894. 

The message also announced that the President of the United 
States had on the 9th instant approved and signed the following 
acts: 

An act (S. 337) to refer the claim of the owners of the brig 
Tally-Ho to the Court of Claims; and 

An act (S. 1265) for the relief of Emmart, Dunbar & Co. 

INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair a before the Senate a 
joint resolution introduced by the Senator from Texas [Mr. 
Mutts}, which will be read. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 188) in reference to the recognition 
of the independence of foreign governments was read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the expediency of izing the inde- 
pendence of a foreign government belongs to Congress, and when Con 


gress 
shall so determine, the Executive should act in harmony with the legislative 
departinent of the Government. 

EC. 2. That the independence of the ty oe of Cuba ought to be, and 
hereby is. recognized, and the sum of $10,000 is hereby appropriated for salar 
and expenses of a minister to that Government whenever such minister shall 
be appointed by the President. 


Mr. MILLS. LIask the unanimous consent of the Senate that 


when 2 o'clock arrives I may be permitted to continue my remarks 
until I have closed. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 

Mr. HOAR. Before consent is given, I desire to inquire what 
will be the order of business after that? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The homestead bill will come up as 
the unfinished business at the conclusion of the remarks of the 
Senator from Texas. 

Mr. HALE. I do not think the Senator in charge of the unfin- 
ished business would object to the request of the Senator from 
Texas if he were here. 

Mr. MILLS. If there is objection, I shall not take the floor. 

Mr. HOAR, I do not rise to object, but to learn what is to*be 
the order of business later in the day. Is it the purpose of the 
Senate after the Senator from Texas concludes to go on with the 
homestead bill? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. So far as the Chair is advised, that 
will be the order of business. 

Mr. HOAR. Ido not think that that billshould stand from day 
to day having precedence over all other business and at the same 
time not to be taken up. Ido no. object to the Senator from 
Texas proceeding, but I should like to have it understood that 
when he concludes the homestead bill is to be taken up and pro- 
ceeded with. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. TheChair will lay that bill before the 
Senate as the unfinished business at the conclusion of the remarks 
of the Senator from Texas. 

Mr. FRYE. Then let the request of the Senator from Texas be 
put in a little different form—that at 2o’clock the unfinished busi- 
ness shall be temporarily laid aside in order that he may complete 
his remarks. 

Mr. MILLS. It is all the same thing. There is no objection to 
putting the request in that form. : : 

Mr. FRYE. It is hardly the same thing. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, it will be so or- 
dered. The Senator from Texas will proceed. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. President, on the 18th day of December last the 
Committee on Foreign Relations agreed to report to the Senate of 
the United States a joint resolution recognizing the ind dence 
of the Republic of Cuba. On the morning of the 19th of mber 
a statement we to the public press by authority of the Secre- 
tary of State, c oer authority of the Congress of the United 
States to deal with that question. He stated that in order toallay 
misapprehension and injurious results that might follow at home 
and abroad he thought it his duty to announce to the world that 
the President had the ‘‘ exclusive” right to deal with the question 
of the recognition of a foreign state, and that if both Houses of 
Congress should pass a joint resolution recognizing the independ- 
ence of a foreign state, and it should be vetoed by the President and 
then be p: by a two-thirds majority over the President’s veto, 
the law would be inoperative and of no effect. 

I propose to meet that contention. Itis an extraordinary con- 
tention, and this is the second time in the history of the Republic 
that it has been presented. When it was first presented, it met 
with a signal rebuke by the Congress of the United States, and I 
doubt not it will meet with the same rebuke now. Where the 
distinguished Secretary obtains his authority I know not. The 
Congress of the United States and the executive d ent are 
both the creations of the Constitution. Whatever authority the 
President and the Secretary of State have comes from the words 
of that great charter, either by an express provision or by a just 
and necessary implication from an express ion. 

The Constitution of the United States gives the President the 
power to appoint an ambassador to a foreign government, but 
the foreign government must exist before the dent can a 

int an am or or a minister. The Constitution gives the 

esident ES to appoint to an office, but the office must be 
created before the President can appoint, and the power to create 
an office in this Government is vested in the legislative d 
ment of the Government, and so far as the relations of the people 
of the United States are concerned, the power to create a fore 
government rests with the Congress of the United States, for the 
a recognize its existence is the power to create our relations 
wi 


I will notstop, Mr. President, further to discuss theconstitutional 
ete but I will deal with some of the precedents that have 
n made for us by the illustrious men who have gone before us. 
The Secretary says that it is an ‘‘ exclusive right” and power of 
the President, and the President alone, and in order to allay dis- 
turbances abroad and in the United States he feels constrained to 
say to all the world that the Congress of the United States has no 
power to deal with this question. This isa mostremarkablestate- 
ment. The great respect I have for the Secretary personally, and 
for his hig a and the respect I have for his chief, and the 
high station he fills, forbid me to say more. He has his duty to 
perform and I have mine, and however high his station I will not 
refrain from criticising him when in my judgment he has oo 
beyond the boundaries assigned him by the Constitution and laws 
of the United States. 





1897. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


651 





In 1822, after the provinces of Spain on this hemisphere had 
been in revolt about twelve years, the House of Representatives 
called upon President Monroe for information, if any existed in 
the Department of State, in reference to the condition of those 
provinces, whether they were ready to be admitted into the famil 
of nations. President Monroe did not say to the Co , “Th 
is none of your business; this is my ‘exclusive right’ and power, 
and you are inquiring about something as to which you have no 
authority to or to judge.” He did nothing of the sort. 
March 8, 1822, he sent his message in response to the inquiry of 
Congress, and he says to the Senate and House of Representatives: 

In transmitting to the House of Representatives the documents called for 
by the resolution of that House of the 30th January, I consider it my duty 
to invite the attention of toa very im t su to com- 
municate the sentiments of the Executive on it, that, should Congress en- 
tertain similar sentiments, there may be such cooperation between the two 
Segeeeeaaay of the Government as their respective rights and duties may 
requ 

He seemed to understand that Congress had something to sa: 
about the recognition of the independence of anation. Heseem 
to understand that both the executive and the legislative branches 
had a duty imposed upon them by the Constitution. He seemed 
to understand that they had to act in coo tion in this work, 
and after giving his views about the situation, after recommend- 
ing to Congress, according to his views, that those provinces were 
entitled to be received into the family of nations, he does not say 
“‘T have recognized their existence; I have sent ambassadors to 
them; I have received their ambassadors.” No. He says, in con- 
cluding, after giving his views: 

Should Co concur in the view herein presented, they will doubtless 


- os propriety of making the necessary appropriations for carrying it into 
effect. 


Mr. GRAY. From whom does the Senator read? 

Mr. MILLS. I was reading from the message of President 
Monroe of the 8th of March, 1822. 

When this communication of the Executive was sent to Co 
it was referred to a committee, the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
of the House of Representatives. That committee reported on the 
resolution, and they say: 

Your committee having thus considered the subject referred to them in all 
its aupects, are unanimously of opinion > = hme and expedient toacknowl- 


ed. 6 independence of several nat Spanish America without any 
reference tothe diversity in the form of See Breas and in accordance 
with this oman they respectfully submit the foll resolutions: 

Resolved, t the Hopes of Representatives concur in the opinion expressed 
by the President in his message of the 8th of h, 1822, that the American 
provinces of n which have declared their independence and are in the 
—en of it ought to be recognized by the United States as independent 
nations. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to report 
a bill appropriating a sum not ex $100,000 to enable the President to 
give due effect to such tion. 


How, in the face of this precedent, can the President and the 
Secretary of State now stand before the American people and say 
‘that the lawmaking power of this Government has no right to 

k as to the recognition of a foreign state with which the peo- 
ple of the United States have to enter into commercial and other 
relations? 

If this, sir, were the only precedent, they would be estopped by 
it. The President of the United States in 1822 did not recognize 
the independence of these States until he was fully authorized by 
the Congress todo it. Inthelaw which they passed on the 4th da 
of May, 1822, Congress made the appropriations required accord- 
ing to the recommendation of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
On the 18th day of May, only a short time after, the President rec- 
ognized the independence of Granada, Venezuela, and Ecuador. 
On May 27, 1823, he recognized the a of Buenos Ayres 
Chile, and Mexico. On the 26th day of May, 1824, he recogniz 
the ae of Brazil, and on the 2d day of May, 1826, John 
Quincy Adams, his successor in the Presidential chair, carrying 
into effect the same provision of the statute of May 4, 1822, recog- 
nized Peru as an independent nation. 

In all these instances the President cooperated with Congress, 
believing that Congress could Sy pass upon the expediency 
and policy of recognizing the independence of a foreign state, and 
when Congress had passed upon that as a fact then it was his 
duty to accept that fact as conclusive, and to carry it into execu- 
tion by appointing and receiving the necessary ambassadors and 
by making treaties with those governments. 

Now, sir, there is another instance in our history, and that is as 
to the great State one of whose public servants I am in this body. 
On the 2d day of March, 1836, the representatives of the le of 
Texas, then a State in the federal union of the United States of 
Mexico, met and declared their independence. On the 2ist day 
of April her armies met in battle array the armies of the parent 
State and overwhelmed them with defeat and captured the Presi- 
dent of the Mexican Republic. On the 18th day of June, 1836, 
Henry a offered a resolution in the House of resentatives 
providing for taking the initiatory steps toward the recognition 
of the independence of Texas. Andrew Jackson was then Presi- 
dent of the United States. It was not a joint resolution. It did 






not propose to bind by force. It simply expressed the opinion of 
the people of the United States, speaking through their Repre- 
sentatives and Senators. Andrew Jackson did not say that he 
had the exclusive right to deal with the question; and he always 
maintained that the executive department had the right to con- 
strue the Constitution foritself. But Andrew Jackson maintained 
that it was the prerogative of Congress to determine the expedi- 
ency of the recognition of a foreign State, and it was the duty of 
the Executive to cooperate. 


On December 21, 1836, after both Houses of Congress had passed 
this separate resolution—the resolution offered by Mr. Clay—the 
President said to the Senate of the United States: 


During the last session information was given to Congress by the Execu- 
tive that measures had been taken to aa “the political, military, and 
civil condition of Texas."" I now submit for your consideration extracts 
from the report of the agent who had been appointed to collect it relative to 
the condition of that country. No steps have been taken by the Executive 
to the acknowledgment of the independence of Texas; and the whole 
subject would have been left without further remark on the information 
now given to Congress were it not that the two Houses at their last session, 
acting separately, resolutions “ that the independence of Texas ought 
to be nae by the United States whenever satisfactory information 
should be received that it had in successful operation a civil government 
capable of performing the duties and fulfilling the obligations of an inde- 
pendent power.”’ 


Now, the difference between President Jackson and President 
Monroe was that President Monroe and Congress concurred that 
the condition had been reached when the foreign States ought to 
be acknowledged. Con , in the instance of Generai Jackson, 
said that Texas had reached that condition, but General Jackson 
did not believe it. Here was a severe test tothe old warrior. He 
did not believe the time had come when the United States ought 
to acknowledge the independence of Texas. He was a man of 
strong will power. His convictions were strong and deep. His 
reliance upon their correctness made him almost immovable. 
But he, like President Monroe, felt that the two branches of gov- 
ernment ought to move harmoniously together. Hear what he 
says: 

The acknowledgment of a new state as independent and entitled to a place 
in the family of nations is at all times an act of t delicacy and responsi- . 
bility; but more ly so when such state has forcibly separated itself 
from another of which it had formed an integral part and which still claims 
dominion over it. A premature recognition under these circumstances, if 
not looked upon as justifiable cause of war, is always liable to be regarded as 
os of an unfriendly spirit to one of the contend ng parties. All questions 
relative to the government of Soren nations, whether of the Old or New 
World, have been treated by the United States as questions of fact only, and 
our ecessors have cautiously abstained from deciding =yee them until 
the clearest evidence was in their on to enable them not only to decide 
correctly but to shield their decisions from every unworthy imputation. 

« 7 “ ” . 


* * 

Nor has any deliberate inquiry ever been instituted in Congress or in any 
of our legislative bodies as to whom belonged the power of originally recog- 
nizing a new state—a power the exercise of which is equivalent, under some 
circumstances, to a declaration of war, a power nowhere expressly delegated 
and only granted in the Constitution, as it is necessarily involved in some of 
the great powers given to Congress ; in that given to the President and Senate 
to form treaties with foreign powers and to appoint am ors and other 
ublic ministers; and in that conferred upon the President to receive minis- 

rs from foreign nations. 

7 . . + . ® . 

Having thus discharged my duty by presenting with simplicity and direct- 
ness the views which, after much reflection I have been led to take of this 
io subject, Ihave only to add the expression of my confidence that 
if Congress shall differ with me upon it their judgment will be the result 
of mate, prudent, and wise deliberation, with the assurance that 
during the short time I shall continue connected with the Government I 
shall promptly and cordially unite with you in such measure as may be 
deemed best fitted to increase the prosperity and perpetuate the peace of 
our favored country. 


I call the attention of the Senate particularly to these words: 


In the preamble to the resolution of the House of Representatives it is 
distinctly intimated that the expediency of recognizing the independence of 
Texas should be left to the decision of Congress. In this view,on the ground 
of expediency, I am disposed to concur. 


That is what I have stated in the resolution now under consid- 
eration. The question of the expediency of recognition of a for- 
eign state is within the province of Congress and not with the 
Executive. That, General Jackson says, is his opinion; that, the 
House of Representatives said, was its opinion; that, the Senate 
of the United States said, was its opinion. And, going still fur- 
ther, General Jackson’s message, in December, 1836 
Mr. GRAY. Will the Senator from Texas read the sentence 
just following the one last read, separated by a semicolon? 

Mr. MILLS. Will the Senator just read it? I have closed the 





book. 
Mr. GRAY. Shall I read it? 
Mr. MILLS. Yes. 


Mr.GRAY. I will read the whole sentence, repeating the part 
the Senator has read: 


In this view, on the ground of expediency, I am disposed to concur; and do 
not, therefore, consider it necessary to express any opinion as to the strict 
constitutional right of the Executive, either apart from or in conjunction 
with th® Senate, over the subject. 


Mr. MILLS. The first sentence embraced the whole, that on 
the question of expediency he concurred. 
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Mr. CHILTON. If my colleague will read a little further, he 
will find a stild further recognition of that doctrine in the same 
message. 

Mr. MILLS. I think I will put the whole of it in my speech. 
It is well in these days to go back to General Jackson and read all 
he says. 

Mr. GRAY. It is. 

Mr. MILLS. In order to emphasize this still further, Robert J. 
Walker, then a Senator from the State of Mississippi, afterwards 
in the Cabinet of President Polk as Secretary of Ges ienene: ,an 
one of the most distinguished men this country ever produced, 
introduced a resolution in the Senate of ited States Jan- 
uary 12,1837, which I shallread. General Ja n’s message was 
in December, 1836. 

The resolution is as follows: 


Resolved, That the State of Texas having established and maintained an 
independent Government, capable of performing those duties, foreign and 
domestic, which appertain to a governments, and it appearing 
that there is no longer any reasonable prospect of the successful prosecution 
of the war by Mexico against said State, it is expedient and ea. and in 
conformity with the laws of nations, and the practice of this Government in 
like cases, that the independent political existence of said State be acknowl- 
edged by the Government of the United States. 

Submitted January 12, 1837. 


That resolution was adopted by the Senate, and then, on the 3d 
day of March, 1837—— 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Vinas in the chair). 
the Senator from Texas yield to the Senator from Maine? 

Mr. MILLS. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. Was the resolution cited by the Senator as having 
been submitted by the then Senator from Mississippi, Mr. Robert 
J. Walker, a joint resolution? 

Mr. MILLS. No, sir; I said it was a Senate resolution. 

Mr. GRAY. It was an expression of opinion. 

Mr. MILLS. It was a Senate resolution. 

Mr. HALE. Does it in terms, like the resolution reported from 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, declare an assertion of the 
- Republic of Texas, or is it only an expression that it should be 

recognized by the Government? The resolutions reported by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, of which the Senator is a mem- 
ber, in terms assume the whole thing. I have found nowhere any 
resolution of either branch—— 

Mr. MILLS. I hope the Senator from Maine will let me pro- 
ceed and answer me hereafter. 

Mr. HALE. I will not interrupt the Senator. 
pose, I will say, to take part at the present time in the debate. 

Mr. MILLS. TheSenator is proposing to answer my argument. 

Mr. HALE. I wanted to call attention to the fact. Then I 
wished the Senator also to state by what vote the Walker resolu- 
tion—a mere expression of opinion in a Senate resolution—passed 
that great body. 

Mr. MILLS. 


Does 


By a vote of 23 to 19. 

Mr. HALE. Has the Senator leoked—— ‘ 

Mr. MILLS. But, in a republican government, Mr. Jefferson 
said that a majority of 1 is as good as if the whole body were 
unanimous; it is the expression of the body of the people; and all 
our institutions stand upon a meen. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator will look a little further on, he will 
find that the last action which took place on the resolution is that 
on a motion to reconsider it was only saved by a tie vote—24 to 24— 
and that was the end of it. 

Mr. MILLS. I hope the Senator will answer me fully when I 
get through, and not attempt to answer every position that I take 
as I go along. 

Mr. HALE. I will not interrupt the Senator. But will the 
Senator allow me to ask him one more question? I do not wish 
to interfere improperly, but before he leaves this branch of the 
subject does he purpose to submit to the Senate the action the 
House of Representatives took? 

Mr. MILLS. Upon what? 

Mr. HALE. Upon this resolution? 

Mr. MILLS. It never was sent to the House of Representa- 
tives. It was simply a resolution of the Senate of the United 
States. 

Mr. HALE. I do not mean the Senate resolution, but upon this 
subject-matter and the m of President Jackson. I do not 
ask the Senator to do it; I shall do it myself at some future time, 

Mr. MILLS. All right; that is satisfactory. 

Mr. HALE. But I ask the Senator if he is going into the House 
acticn at the time he cites the Senate action? 

Mr. MILLS. If the Senator will possess his soul in patiegce, I 
om show him in the course of the next hour what I am going 
to 


a ee 

h . Iwan where 

hope the Senator will not eae it 
is not fair in debate—— 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


I do not pro- | 


JANUARY 11, 


Mr. HALE. The Senate will judge whether it is a good practice 


or not. 
Mr. MILLS. To ask me to state what I am going to say in the 


next hour. 

Mr. HALE. Ishall not interrupt the Senator further. There 
will be ample time to give to the Senate these precedents. 

Mr. MILLS. Of course there will be, and no one can do it bet- 
ter than the Senator from Maine. He is ee informed on 
all these questions and is a gentleman of acknowledged ability. I 
simply say that when a Senator rises to discuss a question it is not 
proper for others to rise and constantly take his mind from the 
subject by eens to him a catechism. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly it is not, unless he is willing. 

Mr. MILLS. It is permitted every day to ask a question of a 
Senator when he is speaking, but I never have done so in twenty, 
five years in either House unless on his side of the question, and I 
could suggest something to him that he would overlook as he 
"To close thi point on the history of Texas, Congress passed 

o close this point on the of Texas, a 
law, signed by . — ee van 3d ~~ of March, 1837, 
making ee ‘or the —— t pay of a representative 
a ition of fae ian T Texas, and thet ice ot 
recognition o: in ndence 80 
the history says, in the very last act tp Peas weet me 

Mr. HALE. On what condition was that act passed? 

Mr. MILLS. The consular and diplomatic a bill 
made an appropriation of so much money to pay the expenses of a 
minister or a diplomatic agent to Texas. 

r. HALE. “Provided.” What was the proviso? 

Mr. MILLS. Of course, I say, provided the President sends 
him. I said that this is a coordinative function between the 1 
dinary posiisensussennd/by tna Sounahanpral tebe, Seaeaan eile 

inary position ass y the of State, that wh . 
uestion devolves exclusively on the President. I do not deny the 
ident’s part in that performance, but I deny his exclusi 
assumption of all authority over the subject. I will not stop to 
discuss the question of taste as to the Secretary of announc- 
ing to the world before an act was passed by the Congress that 
they had not authority to do what they were going to do, and that 
if they did doitit would produce disaster throughout Christendom. 

Mr. MORGAN. May I ask the Senator from Texas whether on 
that subject—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Texas 
yield to the Senator from Alabama? 

Mr. MILLS. Oh, certainl y. . 

Mr. MORGAN. Has the Senator examined the report made by 
Henry Winter Davis? 

Mr. MILLS. Lhaveitbeforeme. I willcometoitin due order, 

This, Mr. President, concludes two memorable instances. The 
first is the case of President Monroe, one of the noblest men this 
country ever produced, a man over whose shoulders boards of 
trade and stock exchanges never threw their tentacles, a man who 
had led the fighting squadrons of Virginia on many of the fields 
of the Revolution, and himself had fallen leading his gallant troo 
on the field at Princeton. He stood for the liberties of his people, 
and he sympathized with all struggles for liberty all over the 
world, and especially in this hemisphere, where he maintained 
that there was a —— set of fy we aye adapted to this hemis- 
phere with which Europe should have nothing to do. He was 
supported by many great men in council, one of whom succeeded 
him in the Presidency. All the members of his Cabinet doubtless 
concurred with him in the position he took. 

It is something strange at this late day, after so many illustri- 
ous statesmen in the United States have led the way marked 
the jurisdiction of the legislative and executive departments 
the Government on this question, that the President in the closing 
hours of the nineteenth cen has just discovered the fact tha’ 
he alone has control of this whole question, and that he will 
Congress at defiance if they dare to pass a joint resolution, and 
pass it by a two-thirds vote over his veto. should such an occa- 
sion ever present itself, this Government will not be wanting in 
ability to enforce the decisions which are made by the legislative 
branch of the Government within the jurisdiction given to it by 


the Constitution. 

Mr. President, during the H ian revolution in 1848 Zachary 
Taylor was President of the United States and John M. Clayton, 
so Hnumpany bs po smnong ite iagin avenue anemia 

ungary among i e an orma- 
tion of the exi condition of the revolu' 
report to the President w the revolution 
condition that Hungary ought to be asa 
the family of nations. I read what Mr. Clayton 
special agent: 

Should the new government prove to be in your opinion firm and stable— 

Quoting the very language, I believe, of James Monroe— 
the President will cheerfully— 

Do what? 
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at their next session 


recommend to Congress the repauition, of 
Fee ei emight intimate, if you should sce fit, that Rg 
that event— 


What event? In the event that Congress authorized it— 


in that event be gratified to receive a diplomatic agent from in the 
United States by or before the next meeting of Congress, and that he enter- 
tains no doubt whatever that in case her new government should prove to be 
firm and stable her independence would be speedily recognized by that 
enlightened body. 


He did not say, ‘Obtain information and I will recognize it;” he 
did not say, ‘‘ I have the exclusive authority by the Constitution to 
ize or not to ize;” but he said, ‘‘Obtain information, 
bring it to the State t,” and the President would “‘make 
it the basis of a communication to Congress, under the authority 
given to him by the Constitution to make recommendations to 
Congress.” It will be laid before , its recognition will be 
recommended by the President, and had no doubt that that 
enlightened body would follow his recommendation and author- 
ize him to send and receive ambassadors. 

Here are three Administrations laiming this doctrine with- 
outachallenge. Zachary Taylor died while this agent was abroad. 
He was succeeded te Fillmore, President of the United 
States, and John M. Clayton was succeeded by a man whose name 
stands easily first among the constitutional lawyersof the United 
States, Daniel Webster. Chevalier Hulsemann arraigned the Gov- 
ernment of the United States for unjustly interfering with the 
local affairs of Austria, and talked somewhat flippantly about the 
power of Austria. Webster was not of that aanetie of diplo- 
mats who use words to conceal ideas. He spoke boldly, he spoke 
like an American citizen, and when Chevalier Hulsemann inti- 
mated that Mr. Mann might be executed as a RY he did not call 
on the Government of Austria to know what they would do and 

communications back and forth for ten or years. 

e said, ‘“‘Sir, had you dared to do that, the Government of the 
United States would have exhausted all its military and naval 
resources to avenge thedeed.” He said, ‘‘ The Government of the 
United States has a perfect right, by the law of nations, to send a 

jal agent of its own into aninsurrectionary country to see and 
obtain information upon which to act, and you have no right, nor 
have the House of Austria, to object.” When the Austrian minis- 
ter spoke about the House of Austria and its importance, he said it 
is but a patch upon the faceof the earthas com to the dimen- 
sions of the Republic. And he said in that letter to Hulsemann 
substantially what Clayton had said. He tells him, “It was only 
in the event that the new government should appear, in the opinion 
of the agent, to be firm and stable that the President p *_W. 
what? To recognize its ere that the Presi- 
dent ee “to recommend its Tee ony et To whom? To 
the only y on the face of the globe had the power to rec- 
ognize it, the lawmaking power of the Union. 
he Secretary of Bate and Chief Magistrates of the nation have 
the of State an tes nation have 
closed their eyes. When it was proposed to recognize the Repub- 
lics of Haiti and Liberia, a — a law June 5, 1 in 
which it is stated “‘that the ident of the United States be, 
and hereby is, authorized, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to appoint diplomatic eee of the United 
States to the Republics of Haiti and Liberia, respectively. Each 
of said representatives so appointed shall be ited as com- 
missioner,” etc. 

There was no ambassador sent to either one of those Govern- 
ments until Congress authorized it by that act. 

ae to that time the Pepublic of Haiti was recognized 
by this in sen ac and consul-general, 
Mr. Benjamin F. Whidden, July 12, 1862, he having been author- 
ized by the act of June 6, 1862. 

Here is evidence enough, conclusive and overwhelming; and up 
to rae in our history the thought never to have 
entered the brain of any sta that the executive 
branch of this Government was alone authorized to dispose of this 
question. 

Now, Mr. President, I reach the year 1864, during the Presi- 
dency of Mr. Lincoln, when Mr. Seward was Secretary of State, 
and this was the first instance in the of the country when 
the Secretary claimed that the executive r of the eee 
ment was exclusively empowered to recognize the in lence 
of a foreign state. bariew the French invasion of Mexico in 1864, 
when a monarchy was established by military order, and the revo- 
lution was progressing by the republicans of Mexico to overthrow 
it, Mr. Seward wrote a letter to William L. Dayton, who was our 
minister to France, in which he took the position which Secretary 
Olney takes to-day. He says: 

lsend you a of a resol hich the House of Representa- 
eae el, ee etre AS ee ar nae 

am 
lost no time in asking for an explanation of this proceeding. 


No, sir; 


Mr. MORGAN. What is the date of that letter? 
Mr. MILLS. 


April 7, 1864. Here was the declara- 


tion of the House of Representatives that they were opposed to 
the establishment or recognition of a monarchy in this continent, 
their feet strictly in the paths of their fathers, who said 
that this h was dedicated to liberty, secured by govern- 
ments owing all their just powers to the consent of the governed. 
Mr. Seward then goes on to say, and Mr. Dayton said it, doubt- 
less, to the prime minister of France in Paris: 


It is hardly necessary, after what I have heretofore written with perfect 
candor for the information of Prance, to say that this resolution tray inter- 
the unanimous sentiment of the people of the United States in regard 
Mexico. It is, however, another and distinct question whether the United 
States would think it necessary or proper to express themselves in the form 
the House of Representatives at this time. This is a practical 

purely executive question, and the decision of its constitutionality be- 

not to the House of Representatives, nor even to Congress, but to the 
President of the United States. You will, of course, take notice that the 
declaration made by the House of Representatives is in the form of a joint 
tion, Ww , before it can acq the character of a legislative act, must 
receive, first, enemrente of the Senate, and secondly, the approval of 
the President of the United States; or, in case of his dissent, the renewed 
a 4 both Houses of Congress, to be expressed by a majority of two- 


While the t receives the declaration of the House of Representa- 
tives with the profound respect to which it is entitled, as an exposition of 
its sentiments upon a grave and important subject, he directs that you 
inform the Government of France that he does not at present contemplate 
any departure from the policy which this Government has hitherto pursued 
in regard to the war which exists between France and Mexico. It is hardly 
necessary to say that the proceeding of the House of Representatives was 
adopted — dhagavtians arising within itself, and not upon any communi- 
cation of executive department, and that the French Government would 
po stepens : bi apprised f hange of policy upon this subject which the 

en a 


of any c oO 
any future time think it proper to adopt. 

Here is the authority upon which Secretary Olney and the Presi- 
dent stand. 

The President of the United States submitted the correspondence 
on a request from the House of Representatives. This correspond- 
ence was submitted to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. That committee reported, and I will 
read an extract from its report: 


The Committee on Foreign Affairs have examined the corres 
mitted by the President relative to the joint resolution on Mexican affairs 
with the profound t to which it is entitled because of the gravity of 
its subject and the dis’ ed source from which it emanated. 


ondence sub- 


They regret that the sident should have so widely departed from the 
usage of constitutional governments as to make a pending resolution of so 
grave and delicate a r the subject of diplomaticexplanations. They 
regret still more that the a should have thought proper to inform a 
ieee government of a ra and serjous conflict of opirion and jurisdic- 

tween the depositories of the: | lative and executive power of the 
United States. 


No expression of deference can make the denial of the right of Congress 
constitutionally to do what the House did with absolute unanimity other 
than derogatory to their ity. 

They learn with surprise that, in the opinion of the President, the form 
and term of expressing the judgment of United States on recognizing a 
mona vernment imposed on a neighboring republic is a “ purely ex- 
ecutive question, and the decision of it eonstitutionally belongs, not to the 
House of Representatives. nor even to Congress, but to the President of the 
United States.” 

No President has ever 


This assumption is equally novel and inadmissible. 
claimed such an exclusive authority. No Congress can ever permit its ex- 


to pass without dissent. 

Mr. MORGAN. Before the Senator proceeds to discuss that, I 
wish to ask if he has any objection to having that entire message 
and the entire report put into the RECORD as an appendix to his 
remarks? 

Mr. MILLS. None in the world. 

Mr. MORGAN. I will therefore make that request, and that 
it also be printed as a document. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Unless there be objection, it 
will be ordered to be printed in the Recorp as part of the remarks 
of the Senator from Texas, and separately printed as a document. 

Mr. MILLS. That message of President Lincoln and this cor- 
respondence was referred, as I have said, to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. The committee reported, and at the end of their 

rt submitted a resolution, which was not adopted, but was laid 
upon the table because of an objection to the verbiage of the reso- 
lution. Everyone knows how close to the hearts of the people of 
the United States at that time President Lincoln was, and every- 

e knows how strong was the hold that Secretary Seward had. 


eC of the United States was almost exclusively Repub- 
lican in branches, with only a few Democrats in either body, 
and they did not feel like using any language that would reflect 
ei one of those illustrious chiefs at a time when the coun- 


was involved in war—a great civil war, the greatest in the his- 
toryoftheworld. But when the objection to the peculiar language 
of the resolution reported was removed, another resolution was 
offered affirming the doctrines maintained in this report. That 
resolution was capable of division, and the proposition being made, 
it was divided. first subdivision of that resolution reads as 
follows: 
e voice 


as well 


That Congress a constitutional right to an authoritativ 
and Doeerribinn ths foreign policy of the United Stat« 


er matters; and it is the constitu- 


tion of new ers as in o 
of the executive department to % that policy not less in 
negotiation in a6 of force when authorized by law. 
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What was the vote on that resolution? Out of 126 members in 
that body, 118 voted in favor of this resolution and only 8 against 
it. Does that show to the President or to the Secretary of State, 
or to anybody else in the country, that Congress eandipend to 
acquiesce in the decision—first made in 1864—that the executive de- 
partment of this Government alone had the authority to deal with 
the question of the recognition of a foreign state? 

The second branch of that proposition was a rebuke to the Sec- 
retary of State for having informed the French Government of 
the division between the Senate and the House of Representatives 
on one side and the Executive on the other, and it read as follows: 

And the propriety o i i i 
enthcieathy yoovoh by the vote whieh ypramouices tt; apk Cok poapenaion 


while pending and undetermined is not a fit topic of diplomatic exp tion 
with any foreign power. 


That was adopted by a vote of 68 to 58, and among those voting 
forit was a distinguished Republican who afterwards became Presi- 
dent of the United States, Mr. Garfield; another I see before me, 
the venerable father of the body, the Senator from Vermont [Mr. 
Morr}; and the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON], who, if the 
public press is to be believed, is soon himself to be Secretary of 
State, and a more capable one can not be found within the Repub- 
lican party in the United States. 

Mr. President, I have shown by the long and illustrious line of 
precedents in the days of the giants of this Republic that no one 
ever intimated that the President of the United States had the 
exclusive right to recognize or not to recognize the existence of a 
foreign state, and that when the proposition was first presented, 
even during the Administration of so great a man and one so 
strong in the affections of the people of the country as was Mr. 
Lincoln, and in a time of war, the Congress of the United States 
with almost absolute unanimity, denounced it; and I hope it will 
meet with no better fate now. Congress has the power, as Gen- 
eral Jackson said and as the resolution said, to determine the ques- 
tion of expediency, and the Executive has the power when that is 
determined, and it is hisduty, as President Jackson said, to act in 
harmony with the legislative department of the Government, and 

o forward and finish the joint act, the power to perform which 
is conferred by the Constitution upon the two branches of the 
Government. 

But, Mr. President, it may be said there are instances, and 
numerous ones, where the President has acknowledged the in- 
dependence of foreign states without the intervention of Congress. 
Yes, when there was no question, when it followed as a matter of 
course, when a dynasty was overthrown and a new government 
instituted within an hour, our ministers have been authorized by 
the President to acknowledge the new government. When Dom 
Pedro was overthrown in a revolution that began and was finished 
in five or six hours, he accepted the result of the revolution, took 
his family on board a ship, and announced to the — of Brazil 
that he was going to Portugal never to return. ere could be 
no question whether the new government should be acknowledged 
or not; and its independence was acknowled by the action of 
the executive department of the Government; but all that only 
shows that when the President, as the head of the executive 
department, assumes such a gape ron & he assumes it upon 
the supposition that the act is so confessedly just and right that 
the Congress will support him, just as it will in the case of a 
gallant naval officer of in a foreign country who sees a citizen of 
the United States seized by the armed ship of another government. 
He can not stop to report if he knows a citizen of the United 
States is going to be slaughtered; he can not legitimately make 
war, for that can only be done by a declaration of Congress; but 
he knows what his armed ship is scouring the seas for. He knows 
that it is for the protection of the citizens and the commerce of 
the United States. 

It is that for which his flag is floating on the ocean. He is sent 
there for that purpose. When such a case occurred, what did the 

allant old commodores, such as we had many long years ago, do? 

believe they have not degenerated, for I believe we have as gal- 
lant a set of officers in our Navy now as ever stood on the quar- 
ter-deck of any vessel of any power on the earth. In Jefferson's 
Administration, when the pirates had been levying tribute on the 
coramerce of all the maritime powers who navigated the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, one of our old tars said he wanted to pay his tribute 
from the mouths of his cannon; and this Republic, which barely 
had come into existence on the Western Hemisphere, was the first 
power which laid down the rinciple that tribute would not be 
paid to the pirates of the iterranean, and that where we had 
a right to go we would go by force. 

I recall a memorable instance in our history. I have often 
spoken of it. It is one of the brightest and most illustrious pages 
that has ever been written in our history. During that same 
Hungarian insurrection of which I . a poor fellow who had 
taken a tin that insurrection, and who had seen the fall and 
ruin of ile comnizy, fled to the Unt —. He declared his 
intention to become a citizen of vernment; he re- 
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nounced allegiance to all foreign princes and potentates on the 
earth; he had sworn he would bear true faith and allegiance to 
the Government of the United States, and defend it against all 
enemies and opposers. The contract was made that invested him 
with the robe of citizenship of the United States. He went back 
to Smyrna, a neutral yore belonging to Turkey, was seized by 
an Austrian officer, and taken on board of an Austrian man-of-war. 
His pe rs entitled him to the protection of that a we call 
‘**Old Glory.” Commodore Ingraham happened to be there with 
one of our ships, the St. Louis. Around him were five armed war 
ships of Austria. Knowing that this man was a citizen entitled 
to our protection, though knowing that he was not authorized to 
make war, yet he battened down his hatches, sanded his decks, 
shotted his guns to the lips, laid his vessel broadside to the Aus- 
trian vessel in whose hold Martin Koszta lay bound, and said: “I 
will give you until 4 o’clock to-day to release him, and if you do 
not release him, I will force his release.” He was released. Com- 
modore ae, in reporting to the Secretary of the Navy, who 


= on because Austria had complained of his conduct, 
said: 


I know, sir, I have taken a fearful responsibility upon myself this act; 
but after Mr. Brown had informed me Koszta had taken the Sath ot slemoncs 
to the United States and forsworn all all to Austria; that he was an 
American citizen, and had been under the protection of the legation at Con- 
stantinople, I could not hesitate to believe he was fally entitled to protection. 
It was a case of life and death, for if had been taken to 


oszta nm , his 
1d I have looked the Amasipes people in the face 
t 


tizen to be executed, and not he power in m 
hands to protect him, for fear of doing too much? . ’ 


He was not authorized to levy war, but he knew what his shi 
was at Smyrna for, he knew what it was on the high seas for, an 
he knew what that symbolized when it floated at the mast- 
head of an armed vessel of the United States. He knew that he 
must protect the citizens of the United States, and he did protect 
them, and reported his conduct to the Secretary of the Navy, who 
said, ‘‘ You did right, and I approve of ev ing you did.” 

So it is, sir, about the recognition of a foreign government with- 
out the intervention of Con x Mr. Jefferson thought when 
he purchased Louisiana. He said he was not authorized to pur- 
chase any territory. Mr. Jefferson was a strict constructionist, 
and he did not believe that the Constitution of the United States 
authorized the acquisition of foreign territory. He believed that 
the power to admit new States meant the power to admit them 
out of territory then belonging to the Uni States. But here 
was territory that was vital to the very existence of republican 
government about to pass out of the power of a weak, decaying, 
and 4 monarchy into the hands of the most powerful mon- 
archyinthe world. Mr. Jefferson stepped in and said to Napoleon 
Bonaparte that he would fight him on all the waters of the earth 
before he would permit him to take possession of Louisiana and 
the mouth of the Mississippi River. Mr. Jefferson then offered 
$15,000,000 for Louisiana, which Napoleon took, and Mr. Jefferson 
then —_oe his action to i yy 

No, Mr. President, if there is a question raised, if Congress 
assumes that it has a right to speak and claims it, the President 
can not act until Congress has passed upon the expediency of the 
action. 

Here I leave this question and take up the question that fol- 
lows. Congress having the power to a foreign state, 
should it now recognize the existence of the Republic of Cuba? 
Why not? Cuba has a government; she has a president; she has 
a legislative assembly; she has courts; she has officers collecting 
the revenue; and I see by a statement just made by a gentleman 
who is soon to be a member of this body, already elected, who 
has been to Cuba, that the Cuban Republic even compels Spain 
to pay taxes to that Government, and that even General Weyler 
has to pay his share of such taxation. Nothing purchased in the 
island outside of Habana enters that city which does not pay 

es to the Republic before it enters the Spanish lines. of 
the flour, beef, bananas, potatoes, every vegetable which oe 
on the table; every cigar that is smoked by General Weyler, if 
produced in Cuba, pays taxes to the Government of the Republic 
of Cuba, of which Mr. Cisneros is president. Here is a Govern- 
ment in full operation, levying taxes, administering the laws, 
rais and supporting armies, fighting battles, and still the 
President says it is not ready for recognition. He tells us that it 
occupies two-thirds of the territory of the island—if he had said 
nine-tenths he would have been more accurate—and the Secretary 
of State says it occupies two-thirds of the territory. The dis- 
tinguished gentleman soon to be here as a colleague of my friend 
from Mississippi [Mr. WALTHALL] says, I believe, that the armed 
power of 8 can not get 25 from Habana without go’ 
out and ing a raid and running back for shelter; an 
yet the President thinks that because the Cu do not come out 
and give pitched battle to the Spaniards they are not worthy of 
recognition! The Cubans fight in their own way. Cubans 
do not fight without arms an Myers ge bees ons of war to 
the § to take them all and shoot them to death. 
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fight so as to break down the power of Spain; o- fight in the 
only way they can fight; and they fight to the death. The same 
criticism, however, might have been made by the President if he 
had lived two thousand years ago. He might have said that Rome 
had no government because Fabius would not fight Hannibal in 
open battle when Hannibal was encamped around the walls of 
Rome for seventeen years. The historian says Fabius baffled 
Hannibal by refusing to fight until Rome got ready to give battle 
in her own way; and when she did it was in Africa, where she 
overturned the government of Carthage and destroyed Hannibal 
and his army. 

Now, we are told that Cuba is not to be ized because she 
does not go out without arms in her hands, when she has only ten 
or fifteen or twenty thousand to fight one hundred or two hun- 
dred thousand; and the President says—and I —- he isa great 
military genius—if they will do that the whole thing can be set- 
tled right off, and we should have peace in our neighboring nation. 
Yes, they could; but how is Cuba to obtain arms? How is she to 
obtain munitionsof war? Shecan not build a ship like the South 
American provinces. Their armies had a vast extent of territory 
to goover. They could drive Spain and. her armies; they could 
beat them occasionally; they could obtain munitions of war, but 
Cuba is surrounded by achain of fire, surrounded by Spanish - 
boats, which are constantly going in and out of all her ports. She 
can only obtain munitions of war by occasionally ing by the 
gunboats and running in and apie ts the munitions, which are 
obtained by the friénds of Cuba in the United States; but while 
the armed forces of Spain are found around that island, keeping 
the Cubans from getting anything with which to defend their 
lives, the President of the United States has so administered the 
neutrality laws of this Government as to make his Administration 
a pacers | friend of Spain. The Spaniards compliment and praise 
him. I do not envy the President while he enjoys their enco- 
miums. I do not envy him the tributes he receives from Castellar 
and Weyler, men who curse and denounce the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States and the people of the 
United States, while they laud the President with praises for his 
course. 

The neutrality laws of the United States only bind the Admin- 
istration to prevent the sailing of armed expeditions, and over 
and over and over in Las it been ruled that the sailing of a 
vessel with arms oak weeaiitens of war is no violation of the 
neutrality laws of the United States, nor is it a violation of the 
neutrality laws of other countries. e have the neutrality laws 

assed in the Administration of President Monroe; and not only 
it been held that arms and munitions could be shipped, but 
it has been held that an armed ship may be sent to ins nts law- 
fully by the laws of nations, only it has to run the - il of being 
captured by the enemy. Whenever the insurgents in Cuba come 
to the United States to buy arms and munitions with which to 
defend their liberties and to save themselves from destruction, 
they have to apply to the customs officer when their boat is loaded. 
The customs officer telegraphs to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and the telegrams to the Secretary of the Treasury are made pu 
lic. He telegraphs orders from the Treasury to the customs 
officer, ‘‘ Let the ship go, on her stating that she is going froma 
certain port to a certain port.” That information is given to 
Spain by the public press, and Spain’s gunboats can go to that 
port or seize the vessel on the way. 

Is that fair and just? Would it be fair and just with any peo- 
ple of the earth outside of this hemisphere? President Washing- 
ton in his Farewell Address to the people of the United States 
cautioned them agwinst favoritism to governments, caetioned 
them against —- Neutrality means im iality; means 
that all shall be treated alike; and yet the whole course of the 
ey of the present Administration in this Cuban struggle has 

een to strengthen the power of Spain and hasten the hour of the 
destruction of the insurrection in Cuba. The President says in 
his message that the question of granting them belligerent rights 
is now no longer urged. Where did the distinguished Chief Mag- 
istrate of the nation get that remarkable information? He did 
not get it from Congress. Congress a law or a concurrent 
resolution, which is the expression of its opinion, and it is upon 
the statute book yet. If it wereno longer urged, somebody would 
offer a resolution to re it on the ground that we had made a 
mistake; but instead of retracing our steps of last year, Congress 
is proposing to advance. I do not know where the President got 
that remarkable information. He did not get it from the people 
of the United States. The people of the United States are repub- 
licans and democrats in the broadest sense of both those terms. 
They believe in a government of the people founded on the con- 


-Sent of the governed. They are opposed to monarchy; they have 


no a with Spain. Ninety-nine out of every hundred 
patriots in the United States deeply and profoundly sympathize 
with the insurrection inCuba. It may be possible that the boards 
of trade, the stock exchanges, and the commercial clubs of the 
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great exporting cities on the Atlantic Seaboard and in the North 
a West have had access to his ears and given him that informa- 
on. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator will allow me to say that the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, when they first passed on this 
—: had before them resolutions adopted by, I think, not less 

an fifty boards of trade in the United States, urging the recog- 
nition of the belligerency of the Cuban insurgents. 

Mr. MILLS. ey do not do it now; they have gone back; 
because I have received communications from some of them, an 
some very interesting letters from some of the distinguished com- 
mercial a in the United States, criticising me for the part 
Ihave taken. They say: ‘‘ Business has just begun to revive, and 
now you are going on tearing it all to pieces again; you want to 
bring on war. What have we got to do with Cuba? We are 
exporting and importing to Cuba; we are making money. Let us 
alone.” It is this mercantile spirit in this country that 1s fighting 
against its honor. The President says we ought to do the right 
thing; not to use might, but to use right; and he speaks in his 
m of what we owe to Spain. e owe to Spain a certain 
duty that we ought to observe. He says: 

Deferring the choice of ways and methods until the time for action arrives 
we should make them depend upon the precise conditions then existing; and 
they should not be determined upon without giving careful heed to every 


consideration involving our honor and interest or the international duty we 
owe to Spain. 


Do we owe no duty to the poor, struggling people whom Spain is 
butchering every hour? We havesaid for one hundred years, and 
we say it to-day, and the President repeats it in this very mes- 
sage, that we will let no other power interfere in Cuba. We will 
not let them go and assume a protectorate over that island. We 
have so said; we have shut them out from all houses of refuge; 
we have condemned them to slavery and to the despotism of the 
assassin who occupies the throneof Spain. We have doneit; and 
we repeat it day by day, and yet shall we sit still in the Senate 
and in the House of Representativesand in the Executive chair of 
this nation and talk about our duty to Spain? We owe no duties 
to a despot, except the duties that we have covenanted in treaties 
that we have made with her, and which she has persistently 
refused to execute. 

We owe a duty to the people of Cuba. We said in the very 
beginning of our history that Cuba should remain under the 
dominion of Spain. We said no other European Government 
should acquire it. We said France should not have Louisiana, 
and we compelled her to sell it to us. We took the same ground 
with reference to Florida in 1811. We were then in a condition 
of quasi war with England and France. It was apprehended by 
our people that Great Britain was trying to get possession of Flor- 
ida. On the 3d of January, 1811, Mr. Madison sent a message to 
Congress in which he said the country east of the Perdido River 
was so intimately connected with the security and tranquillity of 
the United States that he asked Congress to say by a declaration 
“that the United States could not see, without serious inquietude, 
that country pass from the hands of Spain into that of any other 
foreign power.” Congress passed the act, and authorized him to 
take forcible ion of the territory, which he did, and occu- 
pied it with the Army, notwithstanding Spain was the proprietor 
of the territory; and Sees that day on to the day when the gallant 
Colonel Monroe, as President of the United States, threw the 
gauntlet of the young Republic at the feet of the Holy Alliance 
and dared them to lift it have we said that this hemisphere was 
not to be dominated by European influence. 

President Washington said in his Farewell Address that Europe 
had a set of primary interests that did not concern us; that we 
should not entangle oufselves with them. When he sent his min- 
ister to negotiate the treaty of 1795, France and Spain proposed 
to the United States to enter into atriple alliance or tripartite 
treaty to guarantee the possession of Spain to all those provinces 
on this hemisphere. The proposition was instantly spurned, and 
for a hundred years that proposition has been made by France 
and England and Spain to the United States, and on every occa- 
sion it has been refused. We have refused to consider it or to 
talk about it. We have said: ‘‘This hemisphere belongs to the 
people in thiscountry. Your interests are different from our inter- 
ests; you have a set of interests and we havea set of interests 
wholly different. You have monarchies; we have republics. 
You have a balance of power by which, with vast standing armies, 
you maintain each other’s boundaries, and by which you ally 
these great powers together to prevent a strong power from oblit- 
erating those boundaries and extending its dominion; we have 
nothing of the sort. You have colonization schemes; we know 
nothing about colonization. Under the Constitution of our coun- 
try all territory which is acquired is acquired for the purpose of 
forming an equal State in the Union, with its Senators and Rep- 
resentatives. Your system is not our system.” 

t thing has been repeated by Jefferson and Madison and 
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Monroe and John Quincy Adams. Daniel Webster, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Clay, all of our great statesmen have repeated it, and 
we stand on it to-day, and it is by virtue of that declaration that 
we say to all foreign governments, ‘‘ Youshall not take that island 
from Spain. Our safety demands it, not yours. These people 
must be sacrificed, but our safety demands that the island shall 
not pass out of the dominion of Spain. It lies close to our shores. 
It commands the mouth of the Gulf of Mexico, which washes the 
shores of five of our States. Into that great body of water are 
poured the tributary streams that ramify the wholecountry. We 
can not permit it to go into the dominion of any other power 
except the poor and dying power that holds it merely as a tenant 
at will. Weare the residuary legatees of that estate. The time 
is coming when we will take it. We have a right to grow just 
as you have a right to grow.” 

We ought to read the magnificent letter of Edward Everett, 
wherein he asked the British and French ministers, when they 
proposed to enter into a tripartite agreement to maintain the 
sovereignty of Spain to Cuba: ‘‘ How would you feel if there were 
an island at the mouth of the Thames or of the Seine that com- 
manded the entrance to your capital, and if we, in the United 
States, who have no interest in Europe, should come and propose 
that that island, by a tripartite agreement, supported by the 
armed powers of those three powerful States, should remain in 
the hands of some one you can not control?” 

Cuba is in chains! Cuba is under a sentence of life condemna- 
tion! We talk about slavery. Wetalkabout what we have done. 


We have deluged our land to blot it from our own continent when |, AsI 


our own souls are defiled by the slavery that now exists in Cuba, 
and a just God will eall us to account forit. Wecan not stand 
and see these people butchered—-men, women, and children—their 
arms and legs torn from them; raids made into the cities, and 
anoffending citizens of every age and condition taken out and 
shot to death, and we still say we can not interfere. “We put 
you there. We willkeep you there. You shallnot goto England, 
who is ready to take you at any moment. You shall not go to 
Germany, who is ready to take you, and powerful enough to do 
so. You shall not goto France. You shall stayin your dungeon 
until Spain shoots you to death.” And then, in their death strug- 
gle, in a war in which the motto is ‘‘ Independence or extermina- 
ion,” we are throwing the whole power of this Administration in 
the interest of the monarchy of Spain. 

Mr. President, we owe something to our own le, as my dis- 
tinguished friend the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Morean] said 
awhile ago, in conjunction with the debt we owe to the poor, op- 
pressed people of Cuba. The President says that the people of the 
United States look with wonder and admiration—wonder and ad- 
miration!—upon the monstrous armaments thatare leavingSpain; 
upon the monstrous resources which she is pouring into this ter- 
rible and unequal conflict; upon the gigantic number of soldiers 
which she is concentrating upon that island for its desolation and 
the extermination of its people; that we, a people whose li has 
been bought with the sacrifice of our fathers and their blood; that 
we who have erected, as a gift from a free people, a statue of Lib- 
erty upon our borders, naming it Liberty Bulightening the World, 
look with wonder and admiration upon the tremendous resources 
of Spain sent to that country to annihilate the poor, defenseless, 
unarmed people of Cuba. For my part, I repudiate the statement. 
I look with horror and indignation on it, and if I had the place 
which the President has, I would call upon the Co: ss of the 
United States to give me the power to take the armed tsof this 
Government to Habana, and I would there protect the people of 
the United States or I would reduce those fortresses to a mass of 
mortar and ruin. [Applause in the galleries. 

Why are not our own people protected? ere can not be any 
question about that point. Why is it that in this age when the 
press is running in every direction over the earth to get informa- 
tion to distribute to the brains of the American people, a news- 
paper correspondent without a penknife, with a in his 
pocket showing that he is a newspaper correspondent, with a cer- 
tificate showing that he takes no part in the armed insurrection 
on the island, is taken out, strung up between two trees, and a 
squadron of cavalry rides by—at a dash—a gallant dash—and hews 
his flesh from his bones with machetes? Then what do we do? 
What does this great Republic do? She writes a note, and that 
note calls upon another officer to write another note, and, as poor 
Sanguilly said, it is words, words, words. Lying in prison in 
violation of the provisions of the treaty of 1877 fora year, and 
now condemned to perpetual imprisonment! Words! hy can 
not we demand of — that the perpetrators of this vile deed 
under Spain shall punished? hy call upon Spain for 
words? 

By military order when Sanguilly was ee he was con- 
demned, I believe, to be shot or to be transported for life to the 
— colony in Africa. The sentence was one or the other. Our 

vernment called the attention of - Government to 
the fact that by treaty he must be tried bythe civil courts, The 
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| it was feared by barbarians and loved b 
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civil courts in Cuba! They have had the laws of the machete 
since 1825. Cuba has nocourts but the courts that are 


“ Well; i said, “if 
The j the court at 
is sie to trial in Cuba 
by the civil courts, and a civil court is the creature of Weyler, and 
when the time comes for the trial, he takes out the only witness 
who can prove that the man was a noncombatant, the only wit- 
ness who can prove his innocence, and boldly shoots him to death, 
and imprisons the atttorney who defends him—and then brings 
the prisoner up for trial and, without jer Fehon ons repeats the 
same c ion. Then, doesour Government do? Some 
more words, words, words, They say, ‘‘ He has been tried accord- 


ing to treaty. He has been tried by the civil courts. There is 
nothing to do now except to stand by and see an American shot 
to death for nothing.” I say, Oh to that we had one hour of 


Franklin Pierce, William: L. . Commander Ingraham! 
I ~~ it is the duty of the Government of the United States to see 
that her citizen has a fair trial upon the merits of the accusation 
made against him, and to take some part in that controversy her- 
self to see whether or not he is i justly; and IT care noth- 
ing about the verdicts of the courts of Spain or the courts of any 
other country on earth. If thecitizen of the United States, in the 
judgment = his own ae violated no law, if he oe 
not merit the punishment prescri a foreign government, 
make Madrid se 


would atmosphere around of sulphur for 
amonth. [Applause in the —— 

said about Govin a while ago, he was a newspaper corre- 
spondent for the Journal, I understand. He went there properly 


ted, intending to 


into the lines and among the people to 
getinformation. He 


his papers showing that hé was a news- 
pager aos. He did not even have a , and yet he was 
aken off and cut to pieces; and when on for an explanation 
Weyler said he was wounded in battle one day and died of his 
wounds the next day, while other American citizens saw him 
strung between two trees and a charging squadron of cavalry 
come up and cut him to pieces with machetes. Is satisfac- 
tory? It was not satisfactory toGeneral Lee. He called formore 
information, and there were more words. He told the Captain- 
General that there must be some mistake; that he must have 
given him the case of some other person; that it was not the case 
of Govin. The Captain-General said no more except that his gen- 
eral said the man was taken in a battle that nobody ever h of, 
and _ he was severely wounded and died of his wounds the 
next day. 

Then we fold our arms, and our representative at Habana asks, 
‘*What else can we do? I have pursued the inquiry until the 
Captain-General says the man is dead, and that he died from his 
wounds,” when witnesses say he never was in battle and he never 


was wounded until he was wounded by the machete in the hands 


Congress 

endous power of Italy. Signor Crispi 

declared, for the delectation of the American people, that Italy 

pment hee deme ious complication of foreign affairs 

if we should i independence of the people of Cuba. 

i Crispi? There was a day when the Roman 

was knewn throughout the whole earth. There was a time when 
y all those living within 

the protection of its flags. There was a day when 

in triumph before its conquering legions, from 

Indian Ocean. ee ee eee eee 

oe But that day has passed, and the symbol of wer 

of T y to-day is 2 monkey and an organ grinder. Soeur. 

f tho Unite 

of the 


them come with their monkeys and their organ grinders; let them 
Gina: wide Chile loth toennhen sie dala 


Let 
Lodeete be tinaalanae 
abot, and bloeting: will we offer than 


eno 

f , and in its it has sO. 

ales ean teen oe Coe 

nd —T _ "the Bfesident Chat many com " 
en ent that man’s comp 

ment, Bis hands are pemneired wi e blood of fifty-seven 
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innocent American citizens who were executed while he was chief 
executive of Spain, murdered without trial. God grant that the 
day may come sometime when this t nation with all its power 
may once more be relieved from the shackles of the mercanti 
spirit of this country, when it may stand out in the face of the 
earth and assert and maintain the rights of its people everywhere, 
granting the rights of all otherapeople honestly and religiously 
observing them everywhere, and compelling every Governmen 
on the earth to respect the rights of its citizens. 

The President = a high tribute to the national honor of Spain. 
I do not know at what period in her history his admiration begins. 
I do not know whether it begins when Torquemada was illumi- 
nating all the skies of southern Europe with the fires that burned 
to death those who opposed his views in religion and yet were loyal 
to the King of Spain. I do not know whether he refers to that 

riod when the Duke of Alva was baptizing by immersion in 

lood the Netherlands and exterminating the whole population 
loyal to the King and loyal to his Government. 

I do not know whether it was in that heroic age when Spai 
first put — — on aoe ae she found on on of 
her poor, simple-minded, kind, and inoffensive people, who re- 
ceived them with open arms, labored for them cheerfully and 
with glad hearts ministered to all their wants. They erected the 
altars of Christianity and told them of the Nazarene who sai 
they must love one another, visit the sick, clothe the naked, feed 
the h , and help the needy. They toldthem there was atime 
coming when the dead should rise again, and the good should 
ascend to heaven. The innocent and unsuspecting crowded 




















has been the action of our Government that we have, under the most crit- 
ical circumstances, avoided all censure and encountered no other evil than 
that produced by a transient estrangement of goat will in those against whom 
we have been by force of evidence compelled to decide. 

It has thus made known to the world that the uniform policy and practice 
of the United States is to avoid all interference in disputes which merely re- 
late to the internal government of other nations and eventually to recognize 

e authority of the prevailing party without reference to our particular 

terests and views or to the merits of the original controversy. Public 
opinion here is so firmly established and well understood in favor of this pol: 
icy that no serious disagreement has ever risen among ourselves in relation 
to it, although brought under view in a variety of formsand at periods when 
the minds of the people were greatly excited by the agitation of topics purel 
domestic in their character. or has any deliberate inquiry ever been insti- 
tuted in or in any of our legislative bodies as to whom belonged the 
power of originally recognizing a new state—a power the exercise of which is 
Squtvaiont =e a ces toa d ation of war—a power no 
where expressly delegated and only granted in the Constitution, as it is neces 
sarily involved in some of the great powers given to Congress; in that giveh 
to the President and Senate to form treaties with foreign powers and to ap- 
met ambassadors and other public ministers, and in that conferred upon the 

ident to ive ministers from foreign nations. 

In the preamble to the resolution of the House of Representatives it is dis- 
tinctly intimated that the ex | recognizing the independence of 
Texas should be left to the of In this view, on the ground 
of expediency, I am to concur, and do not, therefore, consider it nec: 
essary toexpressany op’ asto the strict constitu mal right of the Execu- 
tive, either apart or in junction with the Senate, over the subject, 
It is to be that on no future occasion will a dispute arise, as none 
has occurred, the Executive and the lature in the 
exercise of the power of tion. It will always be considered consistent 

ing to 














the spirit of the Constitution, and most safe t it should be exercised, 
when probably | war, with a previous understanding with that body 
by whom war can alone be Contened and by whom all the provisions for sus- 
taining its perils must befurnished. Its submission to Congress, which repre- 
sents in one of its branches the States of this Union, and in the other the 












an a . of the United States, where there may be able ground to appre- 
around the altars of the Christians and joined them in mass. end so grave a consequence, would certainly afford the fullest satisfaction 
fore the Spaniard came they had anabiding faith that they would | toour owncountry, and a perfect guaranty to all other nations of the justice 


and prudence of the measures which might be adopted. 

In making these suggestions it is not my purpose torelieve myself from the 
responsibility of expre' my own o ms of the course the interests of 
our country prescribe and its honor permits us to follow. 

It is scarcely to be imagined that a question of this character could be pre- 
scntet. an sehenton to — it rns be ~ aon for the United States to 
avoid excitin, © suspicion an ousy of other powers, and maintain their 

hei rk Fo impartial d . 


live in in another and a happierand fairer land than even beau- 
tiful Cuba. They rushedinto the arms of the church and accepted 
that beautiful religion which the Spaniard preached. Soon the 
missionaries who had brought them the good tidings nm to 
butcher them. Th: thered them and hung them up and built 










fires under them and laughed when they writhed in contortions. ees racter or tate 9 ua ieaperial onlin 4 But on this, as on every 
hre recipi eds hig othe ying occasion, safety ound in a adherence to princip'6. 
ae oe ee oe aus cel aga ei = = In the contest between 8 and her revolted colonies we stood aloof and 





waited not only until the ability of the new states to protect themselves was 
fully established, but until the Janger of their being again subjugated had 
entirely passed away. Then, ind not until then, were they recognized. 
Such was our course in regard to Mexico herself. The same policy was 
observed in all the disputes growing out of the separation into distinct gov- 
ernments of those Spanish-American states who began or carried on the 
contest with the parent country united under one form of government. We 
acknowledged the separate independence of New Granada, of Venezuela, 
and of Ecuador only after their ependent existence was no longer a sub- 
of dispute, or was actually acquiesced in by those with whom they had 
m pre y united. It is true that, with regard to Texas, the civil 
he 





their breasts, and the mothers falling over their little ones, Mpa | 
struggling to save them, the Spaniard pinioned each to the eart 
with the same lance; and as the mo died they cried with 
tears streaming down their cheeks, ‘‘ We do not want to go to the 
heaven where the Christian goes.” Isthis the period in her history 
that attracts the wonder and admiration of the President? 

Mr. President, I feel that the people of the United States are in 
honor bound to interfere for the deliverance of those people; that 
they are in honor bound to protect our own pea on that island 
and to see that when they arein possession of their rights not a hair 
ontheirheadsshall falltotheground. WhethertheCongressof the 
United States or the President shall go forward to the discharge 
of their high duty, so long as I remain in this body as a representa- 
tive of the people of Texas I will speak their views in favor of the 
discharge of every obligation of this Government and in favor of 
rescuing those poor people from the dungeon into which we have 
committed them. [Applause in the galleries.] 


APPENDIX A. 


PRESIDENT JACKSON'S MESSAGE IN RELATION TO TEXAS. 
To the Senate of the United States: 


During the last session information was given to by the Execu- 
tive that measures had been taken to ascertain “ the tical, military, and 
civil condition of Texas.”" Inowsubmitfor your tion extracts from 
the report of the agent who had been appointed to collect it, relative to the 
condition of that country. 

No steps have been taken by the Executive toward the acknow ment of 
the a of Texas, and the whole subject would have been with- 
out further remark, on the information now given to Co were it not 
that the two Houses at their last session, separately, resolu- 
tions “that the independence of Texas ought to be acknow by the 
United States whenever satisfactory information should be received that it 
had in successful operation a civil gvreresees capable of the 
duties and fulfilling the obligations of an independent power.” This mark of 
interest in the question of the independence of Texas and indication of the 
views of make it proper that I should, somewhat in detail, present 
the considera‘ that have governed the Executive in continuing to occupy 
the ground previously taken in the contest between Mexico and Texas. 

The acknowl nt of anew state as independent and entitled toa place in 
the family of nations is at all times an act of great delicacy and msibility; 
but more especially so when such state has forcibly se ted itself from 
another of which it had formed an integral part, which still claims 
dominion over it. A premature recognition under these io to be regard J 











authority of Mexico has been expelled, its invading army defeated, the chief 

of t blic himself ca: , and all present power to control the newly 

vernment of Texas annihilated within its confines. But. on the 

f there is, in appearance at least, an immense disparity of physical 

force on the side of Texas. The Mexican Republic, under another executive, 

is rall its forces under a new leader and menacing a fresh invasion to 
recover its lost dominion. 

Upon the issue of this threatened invasion the independence of Texas may 
be considered as vacates and were there nothing peculiar in the relative 
situation of the United States and Texas, our acknowledgment of its inde- 
pendence at such a crisis could scarcely be regarded as consistent with that 
— reserve with which we have heretofore held ourselves bound to 

reat all similar questions. But there are circumstances in the relations of 
the two countries which require us to act on this occasion with even more 
than our wonted caution. Texas was once claimed as a part of our property, 
and there are those among our citizens who, always reluctant to abandon 
that claim, can not but regard with solicitude the prospect of the reunion of 
the territory tothis country. A large portion of itscivilized inhabitants are 
e ts from the United States; speak the same language with ourselves; 
the same a political and religious, and are bound to man 
of our citizens by ties of friendship and kindred blood; and more than all, it 
is known that the people of that country have instituted the same form of gov- 
ernment with our own, and have, since the close of your last session, openly 
resolved, on the acknowledgment by us of their independence, to seek admis- 
sion into the Union as one of the Federal States. This last circumstance is a 
matter of peculiar delicacy, and forces upon us considerations of the gravest 
character. The title of Texas to the territory she claims is identified with 
her independence; she asks us to acknowledge that title tothe territory, with 
an avowed des to treat immediately of its transfer to the United States. 
It becomes us to beware of a too early movement, as it might subject us, 
however unjustly, to the imputation of seeking to establish the claim of our 
neighbors to a territory, with a view to its subsequent acquisition by our- 
selves. Prudence, therefore, seems to dictate that we should still standaloof 
and maintain our present attitude, if not until Mexico itself, or one of the 
great foreign powers shall recognize the independence of the new govern- 
ment, at least until the lapse of time or the course of events shall have proved 
beyond cavil or dispute the ability of the ie le of that country to maintain 
their oo sovereignty and to uphold the government constituted by 
them. Neither of the contending parties can any complain of this course. 
By pursuing it we are but carrying out the long-established policy of our 
Government, a po! which has secured to us respect and influence abroad 
Having th hmeck mcr oot b i h l i direct 
aving thus my duty presenting with simplicity and direct- 
ness the views which, after much reflestion, I have been led to take of this 
im rtant subject, I have only to add the expression of my confidence that 
gress shall differ with me upon it their judgment will be the result of 


































not looked upon as justifiable cause of war, is always liable to be re 

as a proof of an unfriendly spirit to one of the contending parties. qe 
tions relative to the government of foreign nations, whether of the Old or Ne 
World, have been treated by the United States as questions of fact only, an 
our predecessors have cautiously abstained from ding upon them unt 
the clearest evidence was in their sean to enable them not only to 
decide correctly, but to shield their decisions from every unworthy imputa- 
tion. In all the contests that have arisen out of the revolutions of France, 
out of the Sougtes relating to the Crowns of Portugal and Spain, out of the 
separation of the American possessions of both from the European Govern- 


ments, and out of the numerous and constantly occurring les for 
on in Spanish America, so wisely consistent with our ast weinctples 
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dispassionate, prudent, and wise deliberation; with the assurance that, dur- 
ing the short time I shall continue connected with the Government. I shall 
a and cordially unite with you in such measures as may be deemed 
country. 







tted to increase the prosperity and perpetuate the peace of our favored 





ANDREW JACKSON. 





DECEMBER 21, 1836. 
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APPENDIX B. 


(Thirty-eighth Congress, first session. House of Representatives. Execu 
’ tive Document No. 92.] 


MEXICO. 


Message from the President of the United States, in answer to a resolution 
of the House of 23d instant, in relation to Mexico. 


May 25, 1864.—Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 


JANUARY 11, 1897.—Ordered to be reprinted. 
To the House of Representatives: 


In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of yesterday 
on the subject of the joint resolution of the 4th of last month relative to 
Mexico, I transmit a report from the Secretary of State, to whom the resolu- 


tion was referred. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 





commissioner at that place. Mr. Slidell, it is said, was to have gone to A’ 
tria, although he has baw yet got off. a - 
x . * 
















Iam, sir, your obedient servant, t 
WM. L. DAYTON, 


Hon. Wa. H. SEWARD, 
Secretary of State, etc., etc., etc. 


Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No. 461.] Paris, May 2, 1864. 
Sir: Immediately upon the receipt of ur Cepatets No. 525, I a 
Mr. Drouyn de l'Hu a tap a special corvhaee. which was granted for 
day last. I then said that I knew that the French Government had fel 
anxiety in respect to the resolution which had recently been 
House of Representatives in reference to Mexico, and inasmu 

received a co’ % of that resolution, together with the views of the 
tod tates, I , if agreeable, to read to him your dispatch 

reference to the latter. To this he assen and as the shortest and 
satisfactory mode, follo out my instru: I read to him that 
portion of your tch w applies to this subject, sta‘ 

ime that I thought it was a remarkable illustration of t 
straightforwardness of the President. When the reading 
Drouyn de l’Huys expressed his cation, and after 
tions in regard to the effect of la a resolution upon the ta’ 
ate, the conversation ted. 

The extreme sensitiveness which was manifested by this Governmen’ 
the resolution of the House of Representatives was first brought to its 
knowledge has, to a considerable extent at least, subsided. é 


Iam, sir, your obedient servant, 


ie 


d 
a 
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WASHINGTON, May 24, 1864. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, May 24, 1364. 


The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of yesterday, requesting the President to commu- 
nicate to that House, “if not inconsistent with the public interest, any expla- 

1ations given by the Government of the United States to the Government of 
‘rance respecting the sense and bearing of the joint resolution relative to 
Mexico, which passes the House of Representatives unanimously on the 4th 
of April. 1864,” the honor to lay before the President a copy of all the 
correspondence on file or on record in this Department on the subject of the 
joint resolution referred to. 
Respectfully submitted. WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


To the PRESIDENT. 


List of papers accompanying the report of the Secretary of State to the Presi- 
dent of May 24, 1864. 


Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton, 7th April, 1864.—Extract. 


il 
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WM. L. DAYTON, 
Hon. WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 


Secretary of State, etc., etc., etc. 


. 


Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton. 


[Extract.] 
Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward, 22d April, 1864.—Extract. No. 542.] DEPARTMENT OF STA’ 
Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward, 2d May, 1864.—Extract. Washington, May 9, 
Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton, 9th May, 1864.—Extract. Srr: Your dispatch of April 22 (No. 454) has been received. . 
Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton, 2lst May, 1864. i What xo have said to Mr. Drouyn de }Huys on the subject of the resola- 
on 0 


e House of Representatives conce: Mexico, as you have re- 


ported it, is entirely approved. The resolution yet remains unacted upon in 


Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton. e Senate. 


(Extract. ] a. Corwin wes te nase ros Ores on the 3d omens a Se awe of 
No. 525.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, te - by ae on _ 8 mguet . 
Sir: finn tre nonctiiied mel Iam, sir, your obedient servant, 
> . e ‘ . WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


Wma. L. Dayton, Esq., etc., etc., etc. 


Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton. 


No. 561.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, May 21, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of Ma’ 
2 (No. 461), and to approve of your p 3 therein mentioned. Wo 
learn that Mr. Corwin, our minister plenipotentiary to Mexico, is at Habana, 
on his return to the United States, under leave of absence. 


Iam, sir, your cbedient servant, 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Wa. L. Dayton, Esq., etc., etc., etc. 


I send you a copy of a resolution which passed the House of Representatives 
on the 4th instant, by a unanimous vote, and which declares the opposition 
of that body to a recognition of a monarchy in Mexico. M. Geofrey has lost 
no time in asking for an explanation of this premneees. 

It is hardly necessary, after what I have heretofore written with perfect 
candor for the information of France, to say that this resolution truly inter- 

orets the unanimous sentiment of the peop e of the United States in regard 
oS Mexico. It is, however, another and distinct question whether the United 
States would think it necessary or proper to express themselves in the form 
adopted by the House of Representatives at this time. This is a practical 
and purely executive question, and the decision of its constitutionality be- 
longs not to the House of Representatives, nor even to Congress, but to the 
President of the United States. You will, of course, take notice that the 
declaration made by the House of Representatives is in the form of a joint 
resolution, which, before it can acquire the character of a legislative act 
must receive, first, the concurrence of the Senate, and secondly, the approval 
of the President of the United States; or, in case of his dissent, the renewed 
assent of both Houses of Congress, to be expressed by a ority of two-thirds 
of each body. While the President receives the declaration of the House of 
Representatives with the profound respect to which it is entitled, as an ex- 
position of its sentiments upon a grave and eres subject, he directs that 
you inform the Government. of ce that he does not at present contem- 
plate ae departure from the policy which this Government has hitherto 

ursned in regard to the war which exists between France and Mexico. It 

s hardly necessary to say that the weccseting of the House of Representa- 
tives was adopted upon suggestions arising within itself, and not = any 
communication of the executive department; and that the French Govern- 
ment would be seasonably apprised of any ch e of —- upon this subject 
which the President might at any future time think it proper to adopt. 


Iam, sir, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Wha. L. Dayton, Esq., etc., etc., etc. 


(Thirty-eighth Congress, first eo of Representatives. Report 
o. 129, 


JOINT RESOLUTION ON MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 
JUNE 27, 1864.—Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
JANUARY 11, 1897.—Ordered to be reprinted. 
Mr. Henry Winter Davis, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, made 


the ones report: 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs have examined the dence sub- 
mitted by the President tive to the joint resolution on ican affairs 
with the profound to which it is entitled because of the gravity of 
its subject and the ed source from which it emanated. 

They regret that the dent should have so widely departed from the 
usage of constitutional governments as to make a pen resolution of so 
grave and delicate a character the subject of diplomatic explanations. They 
regret still more that the President should have one roper to inform a 
foreign government of a radical and serious conflict opinien and jurisdic- 
re Seen | the depositories of the legislative and executive power of the 

n 

No expression of deference can make the denial of the right of Congress 
constitutionally to do what the House did with absolute unanimity other 


Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward, 


than Gopnenieey to their dignity. 
[Extract.] They learn with surprise that, in the ae of the President, the form 
No. 454.] Paris, April 22, 1364. | #nd term of expressing the judgment of the United States on recognizing a 
eo monarchical government imposed on a pies 5 repatiie is a “ purely ex- 
Srr: I visited Mr. Drouyn de l’Huys yesterday at the department of for. | ecutive question, and the decision of it_constitu y eg oo rb the 
eign affairs. The first words he addressed to me on entering the room were: | House of Representatives, nor even to Congress, but to the ent of the 


* you being us peace, or my us war?” Iasked him to what hereferred, 
and he said he referred more immediately to those resolutions meen 
assed by Congress in reference to the invasion of Mexico by the French, an 


United States.” 
This assumption is ounelty novel and inadmissible. No President, has ever 


claimed such an exclusive authority. No Congress can ever permit its ex- 
he establishment of Maximilian pase Ss throne of that country. I said to 


pression See without dissent. 
him, in reply, that I did not think nce had a right to infer that we were It is cer that the Constitution nowhere confers such authority on the 
about to make war against her on account of anything contained in those reso- | President 


lutions; that they embodied nothing more than had been constantly held out 
to the French Government from the beginning; that I had —ee repre- 
sented to the Government here that any action — their part interfering 
with the form of government in Mexico would be looked upon with dissatis- 
faction in our country, and they could not expect us to in haste to ac- 
knowledge a mo government, built upon the foundations of a repub- 
lie which was our next neighbor; that I had reason to believe you had held 
the same language to the French minister in the United States. This —— 
tion he did notseem todeny, but obviously viewed the resolutions in question 
as a serious step upon our part; and I am told that the leading secessionists 
here build largely upon these resolutions as a means of fomenting ill feeling 
between this country and some others and ourselves. Mr. Mason and his 
secretary have gone to Brussels toconfer with Mr. Dudley Mann, who is their 


The precedents of ition, sufficiently numerous in this revolu’ 
era, do not countenance this view; and if there be one not inconsistent wi 
it, the committee have not found it. 

All questions of recognition have heretofore been debated and considered 
as grave questions of national policy, on w the will of the people should 
be expressed in Congress assem ; and the President, as the proper medium 
of foreign intercourse, has executed that will. If he has ever anticipated 
its expression, we have not found the case. s 

The declaration and establishmant of the independence of the Spanish- 
American colonies first ht the quesuon of rn of new ——— 
ments ornations before the Government of the United States; and prec- 
edents then set have been followed ever since, even by the present Adminis 
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rrespondence now before us is the first attempt to depart from that 
Pe and lor the nation a controlling deliberative voice in regulating its 


foreign . 
are thechief precedents on recognition of new governments 
ant tos liowing the United dtates Government on that topic: «i 
On the 9th of February, 1821, pany Sag moved in the House of Represent- 


atives to amend the appropriation bill by the following clause: 

“For an outfit and one year's salary to such minister as the President, 
and with the consent of the Senate, may send to any government of Sou 
America which has established and-is maintaining its independency on Spain 
a sum not ex: $18,000."" It failed. 

On the 10th of Fe he moved that the House of Representatives 
ticipates with the people of the United States in the deep interest which they 
feel for the success of Spanish provinces of South America which are 
struggling for their liberty and indeqonaonee, and that it will give its con- 
stitutional sw to the ¢ dent United States whenever he may 
deem * ex — to the sovereignty and independence of any of 
the said provinces. 

A motion to amend tye proviso “that this resolution shall not be con- 
strued to interfere with the independent exercise of the treaty-making 
power,” and another “that the House approves of the course heretofore pur- 
sued by the, President of the United States with regard to the said provinces,” 
were D ved. 

The resolution was adopted, and a committee appointed to lay it before 
President Monroe. 

The committee, on the 17th February, 

“That the President the commit’ 


My my yd hy that, in common with the peo; 
© oO v e 

P rerest in the success of the vinces of FB a NF 
gling to establish their om and i and that he would take 
the resclatee into Ly: te cone " with the most perfect respect 
for the y Ww 7 

So the House of Representatives took the initiative toward recognizing the 
new repulanes. The Amendment to the a tion bill would have been a 
legislative recognition. ‘The resolution a formal statement of the opinion 


ot ths Beuse fe the President, which he not think beyond their constitu- 
tional autho) he 
At the session of the next Congress the House of Representativ 
noice on alee ae Virginia, resolved — 
“That the President of the United States be requested to lay before this 
House such communion? as iP the possession of the Executive 
rom the agente the ted Sta’ th the } governments south of the 
w 


Tnited Sta ve declared inde ence ane the communica- 
tions from the agents of such governments © United States with the Sec- 
condition of those governments 


be 
retary of State as tend to show the poll 
and the state of the war between them and Spain, as it may be consistent with 
the public interest to communicate.” 

President Monroe answered the application on the 8th of in an elab- 
orate message, of which the following extracts sufficiently show that he did 
not think recognition “‘a purely executive question,” and that the decision of 
it constitutionally bel “not to Popes 0! presentatives, nor even 
to Congress, but to the dent of the ited States:” 

“In transmitting to the House of Re tatives the documents called for 
by the resolution of that House on the of Jan I consider it my duty 
to invite the attention of Congress to a very impo + sub; lect, and to com- 
municate the sentiments 6 Executive on it; that should Congress enter- 
tain similar sentiments, there may be su ration between the two 
departments of the Government as their ve rights and duties may 
require. 

“ This contest has now reached such a stage, and been attended with such 
decisive success on the part of the provinces, that it merits the most pro- 
found consideration, whether their right to the rank of independent ages, 
with all the advantage incident to itin their intercourse with the Uni 
States, is not complete.” 5 

After narrating the events, he proceeds: 

‘When the result of such a contest is manifestly settled, the new 
ments have a claim to recognition by other powers which ought no’ 


resisted. 
“ When we regard, then, the great | 


vern- 
to be 


of time which the war has been 


rosecuted, the complete success which attended it in fa of the prov- 
neces, the present condition of the parties, and the utter of Spain to 
produce any change in it, we are compelled to conclude that its fate is set- 
tled, and that the provinces which have d their independence, and are 
ae Tee hie a Sahic not eotitemplated to change thereby in th 

_ ro measure, not contem c ereby e 
slightest neneer our friendly relations with aie of the 


“The measure is proposed under a thorough conviction that it is in strict 
accord with the law of nations, and that the United States owe it to their 
position and character in the world, as well as to their essential interests, to 


adopt it. 
“Should Congress concur in the view herein presented, they will doubtless 
see the propriety of making the necessary appropriations for carrying it into 


effect.” 

It is quite a: nt that President Monroe was far from countenancing the 
opinion that the form and time in which the United States would think it 
h to express themselves on the policy of the tion is a purely 
executive question, and that he not the decision of it constitution- 
ally belongs not to the House of resentatives, nor even to Congress, but 

ted Ecetse, to the exclusion of Congress. Had he 


to the President of the 
80 thought he would ha’ 6 production of the President 
Washington did the dip tic instructions ve to “Enel treaty. 
He would have announced his i yo the repu and left it 
to Congress to vide for diplomatic intercourse with them. 

Far from that he ——- or their consideration the policy of recognition, 
oad, if Car emieer t, asks them to make the necessary appropriations 

0 Car 8 

He consulted the will of the nation at the mouth of Congress, and proposed 

So Compaen wetiepenenl ini, er th and ferred to 
o Congress unders' , for the papers message were refe 

the Committee on Foreign Affairs. That committee considered, in an elab- 

orate report, the ones of independence of the a policy and 

principles involved in their recognition, and on the 1 h, 1822, they 

submitted it to the House. It concluded as follows: 

“Your committee, having thus considered the subject referred to them in 
all its are unanimously of opinion that it is just and expedient to 
acknowl the independence of the several nations of Spanish America 
without any reference to the diversity in the form of their governments; 
and in accordance with this opinion they respectfully submit the following 


resolutions: 
** Resolved, That the House of Representatives concur in the 


inion ex- 
that the 
their independence, and 


by the United States as 


pressed by the President in his message of the 8th of March, 1 

American provinces of i 
e 

independent be ng 


which have dec 
ought to be 





“ Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to report 
a bill appropriating a sum not exceeding $100,000 to enable the President to 
give due effect to such recognition.” 

It is, therefore, equally apparent that the House of Representatives of the 
Seventeenth Congress was clearly of opinion with President Monroe that the 

estion of recognition was not purely executive. but that it constitutionally 

longs to Co: as well as to the President; that the legislature declares 
the of the United States, which the Executive gives effect to, each con- 
curring in the act of recognition according to their respective constitutional 
functions. 

In obedience to that resolution, the following bill, recognizing the new 
nation, was reported and passed, and approved on the 4th of May, [822: 

“ That for such missions to the independent nations on the American conti- 
nent as the President may deem proper, there be, and hereby is, appropri- 
ated a sum not exceeding $100.00, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise eer 

The approval of t law completed the recognition of the new nations. 
The sending ministers to some or all of them was matter of executive discre- 
tion, not at all essential to or connected with the fact of recognition. Minis- 
ters were a ted to Mexico, Colombia, Buenos Ayres, and Chile on the 27th 
of January, 1823. None was appointed to Peru till May, 1826; yet it is certain 


7 was as much ized by the United States as the other governments 
m the 4th of May, | 

This great precedent has governed all that follow it. 

The acknow ent of t. 


e ena of Texas stands next in our his- 
tory. Itisa most instructive precedent, strictly following the forms observed 
vernments of S ish America. 
On the June, 1836, on the notion of Henry Clay, the Senate adopted 
the resolution— 


a 

“That the independence of Texas ought to be acknowledged by the United 
States whenever satisfactory information shall be received that it has in suc- 
cessful operation a civil government capable of performing the duties and 
aes the obligations of an independent power.” 

© House of Representatives, on the 4th of July, 1836, adopted a resolution 
in same words; and added a second: 

“That the House of Pupsesteetves perceive with satisfaction that the 

ident of the United tes adopted measures to ascertain the polit- 
cal, military, and civil condition of Texas.’"—Congressional Globe, first session 
Twenty-fourth Congress, pages 453, 486. 

Those resolutions were not formal acknowledgments of a government of 
Texas; the rt of the Senate committee showed the circumstances were 
not sufficiently known; and both Senate and House awaited further informa- 
tion at the hands of the President. 

the 2d of December, while communicating the information, President 

ackson ted the occasion to express to Congress his opinion on the sub- 

ect. The following passages are very instructive, touching the authority to 
new States: 

“Nor has any deliberative inquiry ever been instituted in Congress, or in 
any of our legislative bodies, as to whom _ belonged the power of recognizing 
a new State; a power the exercise of which is equivaient, under some cir- 
cumstances, to a declaration of war; a power nowhere expressly delegated 
and only granted in the Constitution, as it is necessarily involved in some of 
the great powers given to Congress, in that given to the President and Sen- 
ate to form treaties and to appoint ambassadors and other public ministers, 
and in that conferred on the President to receive ministers from foreign 
nations.” ‘ 

“In the preamble to the resolution of the House of Representatives, it is 
distinctly intimated that the expediency of recognizing the independence 
of Texas should be left to the decision of Congress. In this view, on the 
Fe of ex lency, Iam disposed to concur; and do not, therefore, think 

t necessary to express any opinion as to the strict constitutional right of the 
Executive, either apart from or in conjunction with the Senate, over the 
subject. is to be presumed that on no future occasion will a dispute arise, 
as none has heretofore occurred, between the Executive and legislature in 
the exercise of the power of ition. It will always be considered con- 
sistent with the spirit of the Constitution and most safe that it should be ex- 
ercised, when probably — to war, with a previous understanding with 
that body by whom war can alone be declared and by whom all the provi- 
sions for Suokaknde its perils must befurnished. Its submission to Congress, 
which represents in one of its branches the States of this Union and in the 
other the people of the United States, where there may be reasonable ground 
to apprehend so grave a consequence, would certainly afford the fullest 
satisfaction to our own country and a perfect guarantee to all other 
countries of the justice and prudence of the measures which ought to be 
adopted.” 

After forcibly stating why he thought “we should still stand aloof,” he 
closed with the following declaration: 

“Having thus discharged my duty, by presenting with simplicity and 
directness the views which, after much reflection, I have been led to take of 

rtant subject, I have only to add the expression of my confidence 


this im 

that if Con: should differ with me upon it, their judgment will be the 
result of dispassionate protons, and wise deliberation; with the assurance 
that during the short time which I shall continue connected with the Gov- 
ernment I shall promptly and cordially unite with you in such measures as 
may be deemed best tted to increase the prosperity and perpetuate the 
peace of our favored country.” 


The concurrent resolutions of the Senate and House of Representatives and 
that message of President Jackson leave no doubt that the views which pre- 
sided over the recognition of the South American governments still pre- 
vailed, and that the President was as far from asserting as Congress from 
admitting that the recognition of new nations and the foreign policy of the 
United States is a pure i executive question. 

The independence of Texas was finally recognized in pursuance of the fol- 
lo enactment in the appropriation bill of the second session of the 
Twenty-fourth Congress, which appropriated money— 

“For the outfit and salary of a diplomatic agent to be sent to the Republic 
of Texas, whenever the President of the United States may receive satisfac- 
tory evidence that Texas is an independent power, and shall deem it ex pedi- 
ent to appoint such minister.” (5 Statutes. 70.) 

That law was approved by President Jackson. 

Not only is this exclusive assumption without countenance in the early 
history of the Republic, but it is irreconcilable with the most solemn acts of 
the present Administration. The independence of Haiti is nearly as old as 
that of the United States; it antedated that of the South American republics, 
and the Republic of Liberia has long been recognized by European nations. 
Both were first recognized by act of gag approved by President Lin- 
coln on the 5th of July, 1862, which enacted— 

“That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to supers diplomatic rep- 
resentatives of the United States to the Republics of Haiti and Liberia, 
respectively. Each of the representatives so appointed shall be accredited 

commissioner and consul-general, and shall receive the compensation of 
Sccamissioners,” eto. 
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That was a formal recognition of those republics by law, whether the Presi- 
dent sent diplomatic representatives or not. 
Quite in the spirit of these precedents is the well-considered language of the 
Supre me Court: 
‘Those questions which respect the rights of a part of a foreign empire 
which asserts and is contending for its independence, belong more prope rr 
to those who can declare what the law shall be, who can place the nation in 


such a position with respect to “wy = powers as to their own judgment shall 
appear wise, to whom are intrusted its foreign relations, than to that tribunal 
whose power as well as duty is confined to the application of the rule which 
the legislature may prescribe for it.” 

But the joint resolution of the 4th of April does more than declare the 
refusal of the United States to ‘ize a monarchical usurpation in Mexico. 
It declares a general rule of policy, which can be authentically and authori- 
tatively ex eae only by the y charged with the legislative power of the 


United Sta’ 

** Resolved the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the of the United States are 
unwilling, by silence, to leave the nations of the world under the impression 
that they are indifferent s tors of the deplorable events now t 
ing in the Republic of Mexico; and they therefore think fit to declare it 
it does not accord with the > paler of the United States to acknowl 
monarchical government e on the ruins of any py qorermmand 
in America, under the auspices of any Europe or 

The committee are of opinion that this au ty to speak in the name of 
the United States has beer, before the correspondence in question, been 
considered a purely Executive function. 

The most remarkable declaration of this kind in our history, which events 
seem now likely to make of as grave practical interest as when it was uttered, 
is President Monroe’s declaration in his seenneae © - December 2, 1823: 


“With the governments which have declared t' and main- 
tained it,and whose paar we have, aban t corsideration and on 
just principles, acknow , we could not veweng any ain for 

purpose Of oppressing them or cont in any a manner their 
on any European power in any other t than as the manifestation of an 
unfriendly disposition toward the United States.” 


But though always the accurate e 


of the feelings of the American 
poo, it was not regarded as the sett policy of the are. Seow because 
o 


nat 
rmally declared b ess. By the Administration of t John 
aes y Adams, which followed, it was treated as me ere expres- 
of a national =~ by its formal 
In 1826 Mr. Poinsett, the minister to Mexico, ha u : SF ee carpoeea 
oO a 
was prom evenness into the House of tatives and adopted on 
the ith o! March, } 
nquire and report 
upon what authority, if any, the minister of tho United States tothe 
Republic, in his o' character, declared to the of v- 
other power than & to interfere either with their Tthe 
Re _ ics] inde ence, or form of government,” etc. 
bate ineteenth Co: 
Hienry Clay, then poe 
“Tecan not rest satis without stating icitly that, in the observa- 
exi can plenipotentiaries, I 


on on behalf of the people, which alone could elevate to the dignity 
to commit the United States to that oe in be 
“That the Senate on Foreign Affairs i to this 
that 
ernment that the United States have permit any 
American 
ngress, first session, 
Mr Poinsett hastened to eee | by his fetter ¢ of the 6th of May, 1826, to 
tions I made during my conference with the 


ag only to the message of the President of the U to Congress 
“ That mes , declared, in my opinion, Gn geet pelos has been re- 


ed both in crepe and Amasian an @ rhe 
intentions of the eens of the United States and and Then manne 
ered that declaration 
can e the nation, “i defe: 
attacks of any a6 San powers of Se he 
=e ee States are not bound declarations ti ms ve 
nown and un as well ee oe 
on our own or ned toatitesiows, sas in thot oak 5 
order to correct an 
the minds of the Mexican Seon ghoph 
of our conference this 
of Mr. Monroe in his an 


views and 


- 


the course of Se tive o ihe tne to 
= awa yt was not yy sanc- 
a the Quite States; and when I ‘ae of U 

States ne ee. not to permit any other power 
to interfere pendence or form of gove: t of n 
Republics, I oe cay to allude to the ted of Presi- 
dent of the United in his of and to se 

Th scelenation | is = more from the Clay’s 
instructions to Mr. Poinsett to bring the Mex- 
thot Government the message of the a of Uni re a 
their 


of Europe 
er stating and enlarging on t 


: o late 
wore laid down after much and Saati on the pat ae 
Administration. The President who then formed a 
entirely to coincide in both, and you will urge =e the eae of eet Men, 


ico the propriety and expediency of asserting the same principles on all 
proper occasions.” 


on the 2d of 
of ecoreanthaasbel law in fhe relat 


And in reply to the resolution of of the 27th of Mr, Clay 
accom instructions with th —entirely in spirit of 
Mr. Poinsett’s letter—‘“ that the tiaheea States have con no engage- 
ment nor made any pledge to the Governmenis of Radke th er- 
ica, or either of them, that the United States would not permit interfer- 
ence of nations. foreign power with the independence or form of government of 

“If, in an attempt by force had been made by allied Europe to subvert 
the liberties of the southern nations on this continent, a erect aS nnon the the 
ruins of thats free institutions monarchical 
States weaehe weres stood cod pledged. in the rat of t the! rodative, not not <+ = 
foreign state themselves — their posterity, 
ests and h ron bo zeae, do Pa su 7 + end it te 
pledge of tt above refers,” —Congressional 

‘bates, Nineteen Gengrem, Sret. Bi a A nfs. 

Such were the a ne Administra: John Quiney 
me ony whose . “t _ was Henry Olay, and whose SS = 

e@xico Was oinsett, u 
theirs Seite Baie the Ssfemticeheontnn and sone 
of w eon: to t. ° 

It is impossible to 


ee 
the Panama mission; but that message and erent debate @ 


1 the legislative 


consumed the session in both Houses th 
one alam Sn Set aremnnenins e assumptions of 


sppeeis Sin soceupmandathens ale OS Preclinnt Mourns’ declaration 
oclnfined by Cong authority of the polar af aes nation colemmliy cond jowalle 
proc 
me verte eo eee the President to in- 
form the House of of hepremiteias © objects the st 
a | ageslce in the deliberations of 
—_— °"—of Panama. 
empreuaies i Seo- 
tavation ot ident at eee above and on that 
“Most of ar new American repu an Save —e entire ascent to 
Topose, among consideration 
to fuse judo cnlanaeretion the means of effectual the assertion of 
as as the means of resisting from abroad with the 
omestic concerns of the American governments. 
Pg = to en manne, 5 woes eee 
0 anticipa whic ‘ered mere! ‘or consultation, or 
pronounce u those measures which have been or be The 
Government is to concur none hos- 


nm its own soil; and with 

hand eet i, ‘ame than of the new t 
more one Staten, join 

vatths ceimmther andl expustreel te the Oued wand 2 prob 


all that the occasion would 
- r the United States or should not be 
laration may justly form the deliberation. 


be re needs little 


e 
: 
<3 
s 


opinion a was 
ee eS eae rela ee so, and say so by some measure 
+ should the and apart of our diploma intercourse. 
It to control all and ; 
ie 4. nO did ant oa, 
ple, to our ties pry en 
ve of the sense of the House 
to be tothem all. A 
. We saw, for 
Government some of 


oe meremare diplomatic on that sab- 
ect in all thinks, 
Jeet in al places” Hany to prevent the transfer Gabe inte 


power can the for- 
of the nation; to the President is committed the meas- 


‘tutional a of Congress over the foreign relations of the 


pages and 
adilonal prac the o: ot committee, at once the just view and the 
of Government; the will of dectare authorbatively the for 


t resolutions of on, 18 is 
re me piri toons a7 
Y poverpanen as oo 
naan ft aie the domestic struggle in 
e r form 
tive United States. 
Se ee ore ae ee ee of rela 
wer. The ‘tu a 0 ees instrument. 
ris Eien S Satheriteetrely in 
ve 


tas cobRCEr ot foreton 
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Upon which Mr. Ingersoll moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. This was as late as February 21, twelve days before the 
closing of the ‘Congress. On page 492, February 21, the vote is 


ing the puemqneey from the hands of the Executive, where it properly 
onged. 


After some remarks by Messrs. Jenifer, Mercer, Hamer 
Allan, and William B. Shepard Pickens, » Chilton 


taken and recorded upon the resolution, and it was laid on the | The last gentleman su ested the follo modification: 

table by a vote of 08 to 8, Rae oid eal fear Toe eget a el Sone ann 
Mr. BACON. Will the Senator from Maine permit me to ask | appoint such minister.” 

whether he considers that vote as an expression upon the consti- r. Thompson accepted this as a modification. 


tutional power of Congress or upon the policy of the action pro- 
x08sed? 

Mr. HALBH. Upon both. 

Mr. BACON. Why? 

Mr. HALE. Upon both, as the Senator will see when I come 
to the final action. 

On February 28, then within four days of the close of the session, 
an amendment to the diplomatic appropriation bill was offered by 
Mr. Thompson providing for a diplomatic representative to the 
Republic of Texas. It is found on pages 546 and 547 of the House 
Journal, which I commend for perusal and study to the Senator 
from Texas, as well as the report on page 268 of the House pro- 
ceedings of March 2 or 3, 1887, to which I will immediately refer. 
The amendment of Mr. Thompson was amended by the addition 
of the following words: 


Whenever the President of the United States may receive satisfactory evl- 


dence that Texas is an independent power and shall deem it expedient to 
appoint such minister. 


I do not know how it will be possible for Congress in acting 
upon this subject-matter to more definitely recognize the power 
and admit it to be in the President than in the lan of 
the final action of the House, the only way in which it could be 
passed. As the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] suggests 
to me,-they did not prescribe facts or conditions, but declared in 
terms that it should only be when the President himself should 
have decided in his executive function that the time had come. 
That was why I asked the Senator from Texas when he was re- 
ferring to this matter what condition was finally added by the 
House; and no answer was given until I readit here. It is most 
distinct and clear. 

Mr. BACON. TheSenator will recognize that even though the 
mover of the resolution, and even though Congress might main- 
tain the ultimate power of Congress, he and it might still be will- 
ing to allow the executive department to determine when the 
particular state of facts would authorize the exercise of that 

wer. 

Mr. HALE. It is interesting, Mr. President, when we take this 
Texas incident and see upon which side it is an authority, to look 
at the debate in the House, whichis found on 268 of the Con- 
gressional Globe, of the second session of the Twenty-fourth Con- 
gress, in 1837, where Mr. Thompson’s proposition for a diplomatic 
agent to Texas was so modified as to cléarly recognize the whole 

—. as to when recognition should be granted as lying with the 
resident. 

I quotefrom the a mal Globe of the proceedings of March 
8, 1837, page 268, as follows: 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


Tho House then took up the bill making appropriations for the civiland 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year 1837, the amendment 
providing outfits and salaries for ministers to and Austria being 
taken up separately. 

Mr. Mercer in aired of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
if the President had recommended a mission to Austria. That to Prussia he 
(Mr. Mercer] had no objection to. 

Mr. Howard (chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs) said that he 
could answer the question probably better than the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and would doso. ot proposition emanated from 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and was adopted by them to aid, as far as 
they could, the views of the select committee of the House, who had made a 
report as to the best mode of increasing the consumption of tobacco in foreign 
countries, and particularly Germany. He believed that the gentleman fro: 
Virginia represented in part a tobacco interest, or at least he must fee 


After some remarks by Mr. White of Kentucky, 


Mr. Cambreleng remarked that the proceueay of the amendment involved 
an incongruity as it was now modified, i as the first branch set forth 
that “‘ Texas” was an “independent Repu ** and the second left the “evi- 
dence” of that fact to the “satisfaction” of the President, and limiting his 
sending the agent to that fact. 

Mr. Mercer moved to strike out the words “the independent Republic.” 

The Chair ruled the motion to be out of order. 

Mr. Thompson would compromise the difference between gentlemen and 
modify the amendment by out the word “independent.” 

After some oa between Messrs. Hoar, Thom and Cambre- 


leng, th on was taken on the amendment of Mr. Thompson as modi- 
fied ond decided in the affirmative—yeas 121, na’ 


76. 
= amendment to the amendment of the Committee of the Whole was 


eed to. 
“Srhe amendment of the Committee of the Whole as amended was 


concurred 
in; and the whole appropriation was increased tq,meet the change involved 
in the amendment. 


There would have been no action of the House of Representa- 
tives, there would have been no action in the direction of recog- 
nition, except that the mover of the amendment upon the diplo- 
matic appropriation bill ted the amendment which declared 
jn terms the powers of the ident. The whole force of the 

exas incident is in favor of the Executive ve. He who 
examines the record thoroughly will find to be the history. 

Mr. President, Iam not going to amplify the point; but in no 
case can any precedent be found where Congress—as is attempted 
in this Congress at the present session—has undertaken to absorb 
and assume the power of recognition. There are cases where the 
President has conferred with Congress, has submitted questions 
to Congress for its advice; there are cases where Congress has 
passed what may be called advisory resolutions; but there are no 
cases where Congress has sought to clutch or has clutched the 
power 2 and taken it away from the Executive. 

Mr. . Ishould like to ask the Senator from Maine a 
question. . 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. Does he «contend that the power to recognize 
either belligerency or independence is a ~~ which resides 
exclusively in the executive department, and with which the leg- 
islative de ent has nothing to do? 

Mr. HALE. I believe that it does, Mr. President. I believe 
that after ing in the Continental Congress the experiment of 
conducting diplomacy and negotiations by a body legislative in 

ts nature, the fathers of the Constitution were so wearied with 
that experiment that they ap ee the —— with the Executive, 
and intended to maintain it there. e only question that was 
ever raised when the State Department was created by law was 
that it took toomuch from that power of the President which had 
been 1 with him by the Constitution. 

Mr. a Then oe like to ask the oe a — 
question. © power to recognize belligerency or independence 
is pe - Vesislntive ia inet the onde is oot inde- 
pendent of the le ve in respec wer to recognize 
carries with it then the implied power to te the i- 
— = the discretion or caprice of the Executive. Is not that 

ue 

Mr. HALE. Oh, it does not follow. After a government has 
been recognized it has a status not only with the nations of the 
world, but with this country. Neither do I claim that in all the 
incidentals the Executive is independent of Most of 
this controversy has come up because the Executive is not inde- 
pendent of Congress in the incidentals. He can not carry out 


anxious for its prosperity, After the Committee on Foreign rs recognition, he can pay no accredited t, he can not put the 
decided on the propriety of the measure, he (Mr. H.) had in at the De- | machinery afloat, he can not move an inch, unless appro- 
partment of State if there existed any reasons why the plan should not be 


priates money. The underlying reason that will be found o al- 
most all the cases which have been cited by the Senator from Texaq 
or by others upon that side, where any action of Congress has 
been taken, is in the fact that in the incidentals the Executive is 
not independent, but goes to Congress for the money that is needed 
to carry out his policy. But that the initial act, the tion 
of a state, was intended to be lodged with the Executive, I, from 
a and research, can have no doubt whatever. 

. ALLEN. I suppose the Senator from Maine does not doubt 
that the establishment of commercial relations by Congress with ' 
the Republic of Cuba would be of itself a tion of Cuban 
independence, or at least of Cuban autonomy. is, the estab- 
lishment of commercial relations would be one of the means of 


carried cut, and was informed that on the contrary our Government was 
at the present time en; in the discussion of a delicate question with both 
Austria and Prussia, arising out of treaties which we had Lene ee powers, 
What this Guechice was it is not now necessary to state. r. H.'s only object 
was to say that oe the ase measure met with the concurrence 
of the Executive, he (Mr. i ed the responsibility of it to rest upon 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, then moved to amend the amendment 
by pooriaee. for the outfit and salary of a diplomatic agent, to be sent to the 
independent Republic of Texas. 

a — ed for the yeas and nays on this amendment, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. Cushing said this question lay within the com of a nutshell asa 
diplomatic question. He admitted and asserted the right of tion on 
our part in all cases, but he insisted that the time of recognition was a ques- 
tion of discretion, to be exercised according to our own convictions of our own 
interest. In the present case, in Mr. C.'s Judgment, the time had notarrived, 
and therefore he should vote against the amendment. 

Mr. Adams objected to the proposition of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina for the further reason— 


I call the attention of the Senator from Georgia to this— 
that the President had not recommended the f the ind di 
Of Texas to Oongrens, and Mr. Pe aia ae example of tak. 


cue who foprtd Se Fetsons, tte acon of Congress 
ose who resolutions, ac 0! 
final; that it is the lawmaking power that can do this. 

Mr. ALLEN. What I want to say to the Senator is this: I 
understand the Supreme Court to have held (possibly I may be 





1897. 
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mistaken) that the establishment of commercial relations with a 
nation ~ ple is itself recognition of the political existence of 


toe 7 

Mr. LE. I do not think the report has gone so far, but I do 
not take direct issue on the point as to whether a statute of that 
kind might be a practical recognition. But thatis only incidental. 
No one can claim that any act of Congress approved by a Presi- 
dent or passed over his veto regulating the commerce of a nation 
or touching the neutrality laws is of itself a primal act for the = 
pose of recognition. We do not deal with foreign nations in that 
way. We deal directly with them by something that is clear and 
explicit and either does or does not recognize. 

Mr. ALLEN. Sup Co should pass a law declaring 
that commercial relations should be established with the Republic 
of Cuba; that the Executive in his wisdom would veto that act, 
but we would pass it by the constitutional ority essential to 
pass a measure over the President’s veto, and that law were in 
force now, would not that of itself be a complete ition 
of the independence and the political autonomy of the Cuban 


Republic? 

Mr. HALE. Ido not answer that er because Iam by 
no means certain; but I repeat that we do not go here to the ques- 
tion of recognition in that direct way. It is notsoughtso 
It is sought by direct and explicit resolution, ha’ © force of 
law, to declare that oe is the Government and, as the Gov- 
— a Ca 

Mr. - In that connection, if the Senator will permit 
me— 

Mr. HALE. And, as the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Hoar] suggests to me, without exercising any Congressional 
power that may be incident to the subject. 

Mr. ALLEN. I think the Senator will find that there is little 
doubt of the fact that that would be a recognition of the inde- 
pendence of Cuba. That being true, and Congress being invested 
with the power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, it car- 
ries with it the power to establish, for that is one of the means of 
regulating. Therefore, is not the power through that provision 
of a vege ene ae in Con , to ee ibesty? inde- 

ndence o + caren en or 
Pur. HALE. I do not agree with the Senator, but I do not wish 
to go into that discussion now, as I told the Senator from South 
Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW] that I would not consume much time. 

Mr. WHITE. If the Senator from Maine will excuse me, I 
wish simply to make-one remark. It was suggested by the ques- 
tion of the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN ng the 
power of the President to revoke recognition. It was settled, I 
think, by almost all the writers on international law, at all events, 
howsoever it may be regarding our municipal laws, that a recog- 
nition once given can not be revoked. 

Mr. . This whole subject-matter at my request has 
been gone over very carefully in an elaborate discussion of the 
subject, which I intend at some future time to use and quote 
from. It was p for me, and rather than quote from it now 
and read from it I ask that it may be printed in the Recorp as 
part of my remarks. , 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask the Senator from Maine one 
question. 

Mr. WHITE. Will the Senator from Maine allow the paper 


presented by him to be printed as a document also? 
Mr. HALE. Yes. 
Mr. HOAR. I will wait until the Senator’s request for print- 
— acted on. 
he VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the prin in 


the Recorp of the paper referred to by the Senator from 
The Chair hears none. 

Mr. HALE. Let it be printed as a document also. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 


MEMORANDUM UPON PoWER TO REecoGNIzE INDEPENDENCE OF A NEW 
FOREIGN STATE. 


STATEMENT OF QUESTION. 


The present question arises mainly upon the two following pro- 
posed joint resolutions: 

1. That the independence of the ublic of Cuba be, and the 
same is hereby, acknowledged by the United States of America. 

2. That the United States will use its friendly offices with the 
Government of Spain to bring to a close the war between Spain 
and the Republic of Cuba. 

First resolution: It will be noticed that this resolution is no 
an act of legislation. It does not pape to direct any course 0: 
action for the future. It is simply a finding of fact. 

Regarded as the finding of a present fact, this obviously sug- 
gests two comments: 

First, that the word ‘“‘ Cuba” is used in a novel and restrictive 
sense. The ‘Republic of Cuba” is not coextensive with the 
Island of Cuba. Assuming the Republic to be a settled and inde- 
pendent Government, repeblican in form, its territory is less than 


e? 


that of the Island of Cuba, and the 


does not ss is the most valuable and 
island. 


resolution really is to acknowledge a present state of independence 


of that island which it 
SSess pulous part of the 
his raises some doubt as to whether the intent of the 


as distinguished from a hope of early future independence; for if 
the former be the true construction of the first resolution, the 
second resolution would imply a desire for an immediate settle- 
ment of the present conflict between Spain and the ‘‘ Republic of 
Cuba” as now independent—or, in other words, a peace which 
would leave Habana, Matanzas, Cienfuegos, and the other most 
valuable portions of the island in the hands of Spain. If the reso- 
lution be intended to declare, not the existence of a present fact, 
but a hope for the immediate accomplishment of a desired result, 
then there can be no question of power between the legislative and 
the executive branches of the Government. The expression of a 
hope is neither a | tive noran executiveact. It isa privilege 
which the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of the 
Government all equally enjoy and occasionally make use of. 

Second, that the a of such a resolution, whichever con- 
struction is put upon it, will be of no direct advantage to the 
insurgents in Cuba. It will cause no abatement in the enforce- 
ment of the neutrality laws. These laws were, indeed, originally 
drawn for a — to wars between two powers whose inde- 

recognized. Their application to insurrections 
e the —— was the result of amendments made at the in- 
stance of President Monroe in 1818. Nor would the obligations 
of this Government to the Kingdom of Spain be any less urgent 
if the independence of the Cuban insurgents were recognized. 

It will be shown, both by the terms of the Constitution itself 
and by the uniform practice thereunder, that the recognition of 
independence of a new foreign power is an act of the executive 
(President alone, or President and Senate) and not of the legisla- 
tive branch of the Government, although the executive branch 
may properly first consult the ares 

@ the legislative branch of the Government can not directly 
exercise the power of recognizing a foreign government, because 
that is a power executive or judicial in nature (and one which the 
judiciary, by refusing independently to examine the question, cast 
entirely upon the executive), nevertheless, if a recognition of such 
independence is liable to become a casus belli with some other for- 
eign power, it will be shown that it is most advisable, as well as 
me r, for the executive first to consult the legislative branch as 

its wishes, and ae its own action if not assured of legis- 
lative approval. , on the other hand, the Executive did not con- 
sider that the time had arrived to act, expressions of opinion by 
the Legislature should be made with some caution, as an expres- 
sion of its opinion in too positive a form might create such inter- 
national complications as to make effective action on behalf of the 
nation seeking recognition more difficult. 

It is also to be noticed that while the legislative branch of the 
Government is not charged with the duty of ascertaining whether 
or not an insurrection in a foreign country has reached the stage 
of independence in fact, nevertheless it has the power and may 
recognize a duty to assist the insurrectionists. In other words, 
the power of Congress, either with the President’s approval or 
with the concurrence of two-thirds of both Houses in case of the 
President’s veto, to help the present Cuban insurgents by legisla- 
tive action is not disputed. It may be exercised by declarin 
war against Spain; by issuing letters of marque and reprisa 
against Spanish commerce; by suspending the operation of the 
neutrality laws; by enacting that the neutrality laws shall not 
apply to expeditions in aid of the insurgents, or by making any 
desired changes in our —— legislation which may be desired 
by the ‘‘ Republic of Cuba” or its supporters. These actions will 
be violations of international law, but no more so than a recogni- 
tion of independence of the ‘‘ Republic of Cuba” at the present 
juncture, y one of them would be a casus belli, but none ex- 
cept the first two would necessarily result in a declaration of war 
by Spain. 

Second resolution. The extensionof “ friendly offices” is a purely 
diplomatic act, and, as will be shown, one not only confided to the 
Executive, but almost impossible of practical effect if attempted 
by the legislative branch of the Government. 

The following propositions can be clearly established: 


L 


THE LEGISLATIVE NOR THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE GOVERN- 

MENT IS SUBORDINATE TO THE OTHER. THEY WERE INTENDED TO BBS 

AND ARE COORDINATE 

This has been from the beginning so familiar and elementary a 
doctrine of our constitutional law that it would not have been men- 
tioned here if it had not been recently by some disputed. 

The distinction between the legislative, executive, and judicial 
departments of the Government is as old as Aristotle (quoted 
in 1 Foster on the Constitution, page 25), and he places them in 

© same order as that observed in the Constitution of the United 

tates. Mr. Bancroft, quoted in Foster’s work, supra, points out 
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that Montesquieu’s Spirit of the Laws was in constant use in de- 
bates on the Constitution, as well as by the authors of the Feder- 
alist, and that an abstract made by Madison had been studied and 
copied with his own hand by W. m when preparing for the 
convention. Mr. Foster quotes Montesquieu’s remarks as to this 
threefold division of the powers of government. He says: 


By the pa the pines or or cangiteiogsine es laws, * * * and changes 
or repeals th ose whi By the second, he makes peace or 
war, sends or receives spapngalonen establishes security, prevents invasions. 
By the third, he punishes crimes or ju the tes of individuals. This 
latter is called the power of judging and the previous one simply the execu- 
tive power of the state, etc. 

Montesquieu proceeds to say that ‘“‘when in the same person or 
the same body of magistrates the legislative power is joined with 
the executive power there is no liberty.” No law book was more 
familiar in 1787 than Mr. Justice Blackstone's Commentaries, 
then recently issued. His adoption of Montesquieu's reasoning is 
pointed out in 1 Story on the Constitution, section 522. 

The Constitution assumes, without expressly saying, that the 
three powers shall be independent and coordinate. Article I com- 
mences with the words “All oe wers herein granted 
shall be vested in a Congress.” Article it I commences with the 
words ‘‘The executive power shall be vested in a President.” 
Article Iii — with the words “The judicial power of the 
United States shall be vested in one Supreme Court and in such 
inferior courts,” etc. The same fundamental division of powers 
is even more clearly recognized in many of the State constitu- 
tions of that time and since. Thus, in the constitution of Massa- 
chusetts it is declared that “in the government of this Com- 
monwealth the legislative department shall never exercise the 
executive and judicial powers, or either of them; the executive 
shall never exercise the legislative and judicial powers, or either 
of them; the judicial shall never exercise the legislative and — 
tive powers, or either of them, to the end that there may be a 
ernment of laws, and notof men.” (Constitution of 1780, Bill of 
Rights, Article XXX, quoted in 1 i on the Constitution, sec- 
tion 520.) Mr. J ustice Story says (1 Story on the Constitution, 
section 524): 


And it is no small commendation of - Constitution of the United States 
that, instead of adopting a new theory, it has placed this practical truth as the 
basis of ibs organization, It has placed = egislative, executive, and judi- 
cial powers in different hands. 


Mr. Justice Story then proceeds to point out the care with which 
the framers of the Constitution had provided for the exceptions to 
this general subdivision of po wers in order the better to preserve 
the balance of the whole. He points out the natural tendency of 
the legislative power, through its control of the appropriations 
and otherwise, to become supreme, but treats this, not as a tend- 
ency which should result in absorbing the others, but as one 


which was to be checked as far as possible. 

The first commentator on the Constitution was Mr. Justice 
Wilson, of the Supreme Court, who had in the constitutional con- 
vention of 1787, according to Curtis, ranked only next to Madison 
and Hamilton in influence. He says (1 Wilson’s Works, pages 
407, 409, 410): 

Though the foregoing powers—legislati poniaen. and judicial— 
are all necessary to ag vernment, yet it is of the la the last importance that 
each of them be aorved tinct and unmingied in the exercise of its sep- 
arate poe with either or with both of the others. us sup- 

se the legislative and executive Powers united in ss sani same person. 

iberty or security be expected? No. * * But further, each of the 
ga powers of government should hy independent an well as Satan. 

hen we say this it is necessary—since the subject is of — 
quence in the science of go overnment—that our meaning be fully reteed 
and accurately defined, for this pea. like every other, oot its limita- 
tions, and it is important to ascertain th: 

The independency of each power consists in this, that its proceedings and 
the motives, views, and principles which pretuce those proceedings should 
be free from the remotest influence, direct or indirect,of either of the other 
two powers. But further than this the independency of each power ought 
not toextend. * * 

Weare now led to Sian that between these three great powers of goy- 
ernment there ought to be a mutual dependency as well asa mutual independ- 
ency. We have described their independency; let us oo describe their 
dependency. It consists in this, that the of each, when they 
eome fourth into action and are ready to affect the whole, are liable to be 
examined and controlled by one or both of the others. 

The most familiar recent statement of this principle is by Mr. 
Justice Miller in Kilbourn vs. Thompson (103 U.8., 168, 190-191), 
quoted in 1 Foster on the Constitution, page 297. 
also quotes the following words of Chief Justice Waite in the 
Sinking Fund Cases (99 U. S., 700, 718), repeated by Mr. Justice 
Harlan in Clough vs. Curtis (184 U.S., 861, 871): 

One branch of the Government can not encroach on the domain cf another 
without danger. 

In re Tyler (149 U. S., 164), Chief Justice Fuller said: 

The maintenance 4 = tem of checks and balances, characteristic of a 
ne om i 7 don,  regulres te e coordinate departments Sic 
ment, whether Federal or refrain from infringem: 
independence of each other. 


Mr, Foster | 


beginning 
great care with which each of these departments has endeavored, 
with rare exceptions, not to infringe upon the province of the 
Scones sapen tke paner $0 Sconaiagh Gana 
upon power to recognize a ew Sean ganas 

per te Scheunan sale ie th Presiden > 
or — 

= Sookie when any international com 
ben weal tant 
oon tion, would ascertain the wishes of 


ition seemed probable, so that 
requiring 
the legislative branch of the Government. 
IL 
IF ANY GIVEN POWER BELONGS TO THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE GOy- 

ERKMENT, PRESUMPTIVELY IT DOES NOT BELONG TO THE LEGISLATIVE 

It is clear all through the Constitution, and has never been dis- 
puted, that the intention was to distribute the powers of the Gov- 
ernment between its three branches, subject to such checks as the 
veto of the President or advice and consent of the Senate, and not 
to place any given power in two or all three branches of the Gov- 
ernment concurrently. 

The existence of the same power for the saine purposes in both 
the legislative and executive branches of the Government might 
lead to most unfortunate results. For instance, if the legislative 
and executive branches both the power of recognizing 
the independence of a foreign nation, and one branch should de- 
clare it t, while the other denied its independence, 
then, since they are coordinate, how could the problem be solved 
by the judi udicial ‘branch? 

The tion must be borne in mind between the existence of 
a constitutional power and the existence of an ability to effect 
certain results. 

For instance, Congress alone has the power to declare war. The 
a however, can do many acts which would constitute a 

belli, and thus indirectly result in war; but this does not 

imuiy in the Executive a concurrent power to declare war, and 

the war which would result would be one declared by a foreign 

power. It is possible, even, that the Petsae some 

act of Congress atan ino moment to be unconstitutional, 

or otherwise incapable of execution — intent, or by 

some decision in a prize cause or otherwise, could give rise to a 

war with a foreign power; yet no one would claim that the judi- 
ciary had the power to declare war. 

aa further, even, a State of the Union, although anda 

y no power whatever in y take 

action, uncontrollable by the Federal Government, a ot which, if 

not properly a casus be. mat- 


ter aff some foreign the excuse for a tion of 
war. begs meena saber t have been taken 
by the State of Wyoming in relation to the ese massacres, or 


the State in relation to the Italian eens | or by 

the State of New York in its recent controversy with German 

insurance companies with relation to the treatment of its own 
insurance companies by Germany. 
Itt. 

EREVER TIVE ACTION OF EITHER THE EXECUTIVE OR THB 
LEGISLATIVE OF THE GOVERNMENT MAY INVOLVE A CALL UPON 
THE ASSISTANCE OF THE OTHER, THE BRANCH ABOUT TO TAKE ACTION 
SHOULD, IF POSSIBLE, FIRST OBTAIN INDICATIONS OF THE OTHER'S DESIRES, 
It is of the highest importance that these two independent and 

coordinate branches of the Government should be always in 
accord, and that neither should endeavor to force action of the 
other by indirect means. For this reason Monroe consulted Con- 
ess before g the independence of the South American 
epublics in 1822, oak Jackson similarly consulted Congress 
bef ore recognizing the independence of Texas in 1837; while, on 
the other hand, when recognition of the independence of a new 
country is not a probable casus belli, the President always acts 
without a consultation even when Congress is in session, as has 


recently been done in the case of the great Republic of Central 
America. - 


EITHER BRANCH MAY PROPERLY EXPRESS ITS OPINION OR WISHES TO THE 
OTHER. 


This was at first to some degree questioned, but has been along- 


settled oe 
ecutive, indeed, is expressly directed by the Constitution 
neaie legislation to Congress: ~ 
ne from time to time give to the information of the state 
of the Union, and recommend to their measures as he 


shall judge necessary and —peiieak (Constitution, oe IL, section 3.) 
It has always been customary for the President to indicate to 


Congress his scsi can eee ed 
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taken up with the consideration of measures which the - 
Seat is seuretly intending to veto. The relations between 
shou!d be full and frank. 

On the other hand, either House of Congress mem, wt sometimes 
does, by resolution express its wishes for certain tive action 
or its wi to effectuate such action by legislation; and 
occasionally both Houses have joined in such an expression by a 
concurrent resolution. Such resolutions are to be adopted with 
some caution when they affect the foreign relations of the Gov- 
ernment, because they may unwittingly be passed at inopportune 
moments, and thus jeopardize tiations of which is 
— ignorant, and tend to defer rather than to the 
acannon of objects which both branches of the Govern- 
ment equally desire. Thus President Monroe and his Cabinet, 
who were anxious both for the independence of the South Ameri- 
can republics and the dizement of our own territory by the 
acquisition of Florida and confirmation of title to Oregon, believed 
that the accomplishment of their wishes was ham by the 
declaration of a certain y in the legislative br of the Goy- 
ernment who desired to the former end. 

It is to be remembered that effective intervention in f 
affairs sometimes requires the cooperation of other nations, while, 
on the other hand, the na ears of future intervention some- 
times stirs up foreign: governments to take preventive measures. 
Intervention, like other matters of diplomacy, sometimes calls for 
secret preparation, careful choice of the opportune moment, and 
swift action. It was because of these facts that the superintend- 
ence of foreign affairs was intrusted to the Executive and not to 
the legislative branch of the Government. 

For these reasons care should be taken not to embarrass the 
President, who is intrusted with the initiative in all matters of 
diplomacy; while, on the other hand, the conditions will rarely 
be such as to require action by the President in matters affecting 
the peace and di ~ of the United States without opportunity to 

t 




















acts con i Federal relations, except making war. The 
solemn power of authorizing war is for the same reason made an 
exception. But not even the Senate is concerned with the matter 
of eee or pre treaties, and all that great body of 
international business which may lead up to treaties or even to a 
war, which the refusal to receive a minister might occasion, is 
given to the Executive by the express grants concerning treaties 
and ministers. 

That this is a great power is true; but it is a power which all 
great governments should have; and being executive in the con- 
ception of the founders, and even from its very nature incapable 
of practical exercise by deliberative assemblies, was given to the 
President. 

The judicial branch of the Government has set a proper example 
of respect for the other branches in declining to inquire into for- 

affairs even for the purpose of deciding cases. Congress 
should follow this example, which is but a recognition of the 
principle that each branch in its proper functions is the ultimate 
sovereignty of the United States, the sole and final spokesman of 
the will of the nation. 

Otherwise, the principle of mere right will be introduced, and 
each branch proceed to do or omit whatever the other branches 
have not means to effectually prevent, which will be the end of 
government of and by the — and the beginning of an usurped 
government over the peop e. Written constitutions, being, like 
all human contrivances, imperfect, will then have been proven 
impracticable. 



















































VIEWS OF EARLY STATESMEN. 

During the first session of the Senate we find that the question 
of directing the President in regard to foreign affairs was a matter 
of consideration. In Maclay’s Sketches of Debate in the First 
Senate, page 104, the bill under discussion being one to organize 
a department of foreign affairs, Senator Maclay says: 

The first clause was: “ Thereshall beanexecutive department,” etc. There 













atisfv him has gressi . are a number of such bills, and may be many more, tending to direct the 
satisfy self ¢ . Con, onal support most minute particle of the dent's conduct. If he is to be directed how 
Vv. he shall do wee , it —— he went nothing without direction. To 

ACTS CONCERNING FOREIGN R +10 ax VE IN THEIR NATURE AS what p thenisthe executive power lodged in the President, if he can do 


nothing without a law directing the mode, manner, and, of course, the thing 
to be done? May not the two Houses of Congress, on this principle, pass a 
on ving f allpowers? You may see it will not get his approba- 

on t two-t! of both Houses will make it a law without him, and the 
Constitution is undone at once. 

It thus appears that even the establishment of an executive 
department of foreign affairs was regarded as trenching upon the 
free action of the Executive.in its proper sphere. 

Prior to the adoption of the Constitution, when all powers were 
in Congress, a resolution was adopted (1 Stat., 28) which shows 
the general conception of the business of foreign affairs. It was 
resolved that an officer have control of the department of foreign 
affairs, to reside where Congress or a committee of the States 
shall sit; that all books and papers relating to the department 
should be in his custody, no copy of any paper of a secret nature 
to be made without special leave of Congress; that the corre- 
spondence and communications with the ministers, consuls, and 
agents of the United States in foreign countries, and with the 
ministers and other officers of foreign powers with Congress, be 
carried on through the office of foreign affairs by the said secre- 
tary, who is also empowered to correspond with all other persous 
from whom he may expect to receive useful information relative 
to his department: Provided always, That letters to the ministers 
of the United States, or ministers of foreign powers, which have a 
direct reference to treaties or conventions proposed to be entered 
into, or instructions relative thereto, or other great national sub- 
jects, shall be submitted to the inspection and receive the appro- 

tion of Congress before they shall be transmitted; that he may 
concert measures with the ministers or officers of foreign powers 
amicably to procure the redress of private injuries which any citi- 
zen of the United States may have received from a foreign power 
or the subjects thereof, making minutes of all his transactions 
relative thereto, and entering the letters at large which have 

assed on such occasions; that he shall use means to obtain from 
the ministers and agents of the said United States in foreign coun- 
tries an abstract of their present state, their commerce, finances, 
naval and military strength, and the characters of sovereigns and 
ministers, and every other political information which may be 
useful to the Uni States; that all letters to sovereign powers, 
letters of credence, plans of treaties, conventions, manifestoes, 
instructions, passports, safe-conducts, and other acts of Congress 
relative to the department of foreign affairs, when the substance 
thereof shall have been previously agreed to in Congress, shall be 
reduced to form in the office of foreign affairs, and submitted to 
the opinion of Congress; and when passed, signed, and attested, 
sent to the office of foreign affairs to be countersigned and for- 
warded. 

In passing the act to which Maclay objected (July 27,1789) the 
title of this officer was merely abbreviated, and he was to “‘ per- 
form and execute such duties as shall from time to time be en- 
joined on or intrusted to him by the President of the United States, 


SHOWN BY HISTORY. 
{English practice. ]} 


That in Great Britain, the principal constitutional Government 
of Europe when our Constitution was adopted, the making of 
treaties and all matters affecting her relations with foreign coun- 
tries were prerogative—that is, executive—appears from Todd 
(Parl. Gov., volume 1, page 369). Until of late years treaties were 
not laid before Parliament until after ratification (page 367), and 
the initiation of a foreign policy, not taking the form of a treaty, 
belongs to the executive exclusively (p 369). 

It is in the light of this conception of the executive character 
of foreign negotiations and acts concerning foreign relations that 
our Constitution gave the President power to send and receive 
ministers and agents to or from any country he sees fit and when 
he sees fit, and not to send or receive any, as he may think best; 
also, the power to make treaties—that is, to n ate with or 
without agents, as he may prefer, when he may prefer, or not at 
all, if he prefer; to draw up such articles as may suit him, and to 
ratify the acts of his plenipotentiaries, instructed by him, the only 
qualification of his power being the advice and consent of the 
States in the Senate to the treaty he makes. 

These grants confirm the executive character of the proceedings 
and indicate an intent to give all the power to the President 
which the Federal Government itself was to possess—the general 
control of foreign relations. 

In Great Britain Parliament can refuse to pass laws to carry 
out treaties when ratified and binding between the nations; what 
Parliament can and habitually does do passes into a constitutional 
precedent. But powers wrested by Parliament from the Crown 
stand upon a different footing from powers granted in our written 
Constitution. They partake more of the character of mere might 
than of functions created to be exercised to given ends. Parlia- 
ment can do what it has the ability to compel the Crown to sub- 
mit to; but Congress and the President are not the result of strug- 
gles between hostile forces. While, therefore, Congress can re- 
fuse to ap riate to carry a treaty into effect, since no one can 
compel it to do so, and the President can refuse to carry on a war 
authorized by Congress, or to execute any law passed by Con- 
gress, yet such proceedings are not constitutional and could 
never become constitutional by habit, for our Constitution is 
written, and each part of the Government represents the will of 
the whole nation in exercising the functions assigned to it, and 
rebels against the will of the nation in preventing another part 
from exercising its functions to the fullest extent. 

The President, in making a treaty, is the United States, and 
speaks the whole mind of the United States. For this very reason 
it was deemed advisable to safeguard what he does by the advice 
and consent of the special representatives of the so n States 
in the Senate, since treaties are the most important and binding 
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agreeable to the Constitution, relative to correspondence, commis- 
sions, or instructions to or with public ministers or consuls from 
the United States, or to negotiations with public ministers from 
foreigi states ‘or princes, or to memorials or other applications 
from foreign public ministers or other foreigners, or to such other 
matters respecting foreign affairs as the President of the United 
States shall assign to the said department; and, furthermore, that 
the said principal officer shall conduct the business of the said 
department in such manner as the President of the United States 
shall from time to time order or instruct,” 

This was, practically speaking, the whole law, except that ‘‘ the 
secretary for the department of foreign affairs to be appointed 
in consequence of this act shall forthwith after his appointment 
be entitled to have the custody and charge of all records, books, 
and papers in the office of the secretary for the department of 
foreign affairs heretofore established by the United States in 
Congress assembled.” 

It is thus clear that all the power of Congress over foreign af- 
fairs was conceived to be transferred by the Constitution from 
Congress to the President. A secretary to assist him in perform- 
ing his functions was provided by Congress; but the objection 
that he was in any way directed how to perform them could not 
be well taken, at least as the bill, after amendments in the Sen- 
ate, was passed. 


The President was expected to do all that Congress had been 
doing, and this law provides for no report to Congress about nor 
any interference by Congress in foreign affairs. ot one of the 
matters in the resolution above quoted was attempted to be re- 
served to Congress; but all were evidently believed to be trans- 
ferred by the Constitution to the Executive, so far as Congress 
was concerned. 


It is needless to say that the ne of the Government 
were conducted accordingly; tha ate was carried on, 
ministers received, negotiated with, and sent, and that “such 
other matters relating to en affairs as the President of the 
United States” chose to assign to the said department were con- 
ducted without Congressional interference or comment for many 
years.* 

Mr. Greuhm said that he had mentioned the matter when his 
letter was made out, but had been informed that but one letter 
from the King of Prussia to this Government was of record, and 
that-was the one written when Mr. Adams himself took leave (as 
minister at Berlin, 1801). That was addressed to Congress, and 


they supposed it had been drawn up according to advice from Mr. 
Adams. 


Mr. Adams rejoined that he remembered it very well; that it 
had not been drawn up by his advice, and that he had received it 
as drawn up and delivered to him without objection because he 
did not wish to make any difficulty at parting and never “en yee 
it would operate as a precedent afterwards. (IV Memoirs of John 
Quincy Adams, 17, 18.) 

Later the Secretary of State sent the following circular letter 
on the subject: 
No. 18.] DEPARTMENT OF STATH, 

Washington, March 28, 1833. 

Sin: It is observed that special communications from fore powers in- 
tended for the Executive of the United States have been usually addressed 
to the President and Congress of the United States. 

This style was introduced under the old confederation, and was then per- 
fectly proper, but since the Federal Constitution has been formed its inac- 
curacy is mpyeremh, the whole executive power, particularly that of foreign 
intercourse, ne yess in the President. You erefore address a 
note to the minister for foreign affairs, apprising him that all communica- 
tions made directly to the head of our executive Government should be 


addressed ‘‘'To the sident of the United States of America” without any 
other addition. 


You will, of course, observe that this relates solely to those communica- 
tions of ceremony which are made from one sovereign toanother—for exam- 

le, notices of births, deaths, changes in government, etc.—and does not relate 

» the ordinary diplomatic intercourse, which is to be carried on as usual 
ree this Department. 


am, respectfully, your obedient servant 
‘EDWARD LIVINGSTON. 
To HENRY WHEATON, Es 


d+, 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States to Denmark. 


(The above letter is a circular and was sent, with the nece: 
variation in the address, to T. L. L. Brent, chargé d'affaires to 
Portugal, as No. 36; to C. P. Van Ness, minister to Spain, as 
No. 38; to C. Hughes, chargé d'affaires to Sweden, as No. 10, and 
to H. S. Legare, chargé d’affaires to Belgium, as No. 5.) 

In 1793 the questions of recognizing the new French Republic, 
and noe or not the treaties with King Louis as still 
binding, were discussed in the President’s Cabinet, and there 





* Mr. Frederick Greuhm, minister resident and consul general from Prussia 
to the United States, was informally ane’ by Mr. J. Q. Adams, Secre- 
tary cf State, on November 8, 1817, to e known to his 
«li credential letters from foreign so should be addressed tothe Presi 
dent, who, by our Constitution, receives f ters, and not to 
{to which body Mr. Greuhm’s letter was ). 





decided. A minister from the new 


— was 
non and a proclamation issued by President, in w’ 
© Says: 


Ihave therefore thought fit to declare the disposi f ited Sta’ 
observe t © con te atehcenid terion and Creat nak ceaeetoe 
respectively, and to exhort and warn the citizens of the United States, etc. 

Notwithstanding the bitterness occasioned by our failure to take 
part with France in the war, the right of the President to thus 
speak for the United States does not seem to have been questioned 
by Con . On the contrary, when the excited French Commit- 
tee of Public Safety sent a letter addressed to Congress, the House 
resolved, April 25, 1794, that it be transmitted to the President, 
“and he be requested to cause the same to be answered on 
behalf of this House in terms expressive of their sensibility,” etc. 
This was a distinct recognition of the President as the author- 
i a ti aed and act upon such communications, however 

essed, 

A bill to make additions to the act for punishing crimes against 
the United States (debated in the House on May 31 and June 2, 1794), 
known as the neutrality law, afforded an rar for question- 
ing the right of the President, but the debate proceeded on 
lines and the law passed was in strict accordance with and in ai 
of the policy of the President and was urged by him for that 


purpose. 

It seems to have been left for the Jay treaty with England, 
though hardly more exasperating to the : oe of France, to 
furnish the first ane of discontent with the power given to 
the President over foreign affairs. 

That gave rise to a long and memorable debate, when it became 
necessary to pass laws to carry it into effect, and a call was made 
upon the President for the instructions he had given to the min- 
. In ~ po anya ge debate of Co: in regard to 

@ course 0: e powers mgress 
foreign affairs were, it seems, first asserted, based on the right te 
a the right tore te foreign commerce, the right to with- 
0 


islation req by treaties, etc. 
Mr. Gallatin, favoring the resolutions calling for papers, said that 
Con; the power of regulating trade. ‘‘ The treaty- 


gress possesses 
making power delegated to the Evecutive may be considered as 
clashing with that. The question fae tm whether a treaty made 
by the President and Senate, containing tions touching ob- 
ects delegated to Congress, can be considered binding without 
— —— laws to carry it into effect. * * * He con- 
cluded by o that the House were the grand inquest of the 
nation, and that they had a right to call for papers on which to 
ground an impeachment.” 
Mr. Nicholas said: 


It had been said that if the powers of the President and Senate as to trea 
were complete, then o Rope no right to claim parvicipetion: this woul 
— denied. * * * Inthe present case he con ed the H had a 

He argued that the power of the House over the mon 
stipulated in the treaty qualified the powers of the dent and 
Senate. In England, ‘‘the country from which we had borrowed, 
and with many other matters, this part of our Constitution,” their 
House of Parliament had exercised a control over the moneyed 
articles of treaties, and he contended that the House of nt- 
atives has an — authority here as chief guardians of the purse 
strings. ‘Shall it be said that we have borrowed only the form 
from Great Britain, and not touched the substance? Shall it be 
said that the House have a discretion as to a my tions, and yet 
they must make them as directed by a treaty nless the House 
chose and grant that money, it was so far no treaty.” . 

Mr. Swanwick said ( 449) that Congress not only had power 
to regulate commerce but to make all laws necessary and pro 
for carrying into execution the fa abeng vested by the Constitution 
in any office or Department, and that there was no authority out 
of the purview of this general legislative control—not the treaty- 
making power more than others. He said great stress had been 
laid on the proposition that treaties are the supreme law of the 
land, but this means supreme over ‘‘ anything in the constitution 
or laws of any State,” and does not affect the powers of the House. 
The laws are equally supreme, and it is a that treaties should 
repeal laws. The House would dwindle into a mere board of as- 
sessors and all powers be with the President and Senate. It had 
been said that no nation would treat with us if the House refused 
to carry out a treaty by appropriations, but tlemen would 
probably be aq to be told that the Bri House of Com- 
mons e same power nowclaimed. He quoted the Fed- 
eralist (pages 101 and 103) to the effect that “although the House 
of Representatives is not immediately to J revise in foreign ne- 
—— and arrangements, yet from the necessary connection 

tween the several branches of public affairs those particular 
branches will frequently deserve attention in the ordinary course 
of legislation and will sometimes demand particular legislative 
san and cooperation,” ete. 


matters 
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Mr. Smith said (page 452), referring to the arguments from the 
British constitution: 


introduce this by way of precedent to guide us in const 
on wn tution? They have nosuch written Constitution as we have; 
constitution is entirely made up of uanges and laws. ver you prove, 
therefore, that they have an usage like the one that is mentioned, of judging 
on treaties, you have then proved that such is their constitution, and if our 


our 


‘onstitution ressed in terms what theirs expressed by their usages, there 
Constitution, exprens that the House should have the right, in couetreing 
a written constitution, to introduce the p in a country who have ng 
written constitution can have no effect but to mislead. If gen m coul 

show us a written constitution in eens Ww. the treaty- wer 
is exclusively vested in the King, with the advice of the House of Lo and 
under such constitution the House of t to interfere 


Commons a 
in the subject, their precedent would then apply unless, indeed, it were too 
absurd to be considered as a precedent. He said the two Governments we 
perfectly dissimilar, Why, then, introduce the ice of that Governmen 
as a guide forthis? He was wellsuited with the Constitution of America and 
wished not to assimilate it to any foreign constitution, and he hoped it would 
not be usurped and twisted to become like them. Were they about to form 
a constitution it might be desirable to take whatever was found in any 
other; but when the Constitution was already formed and marked out by 
direct boundaries, in a manner too plain to be mistaken, could it be of any use 
fo inquire what was the constitution of other countries? Hesaid ere 
tion who formed our Constitution had avoided that part of the Bri con- 
stitution as absurd. In England, the ~~ Lo. sole power of making 
treaties, but, after the treaty is made, Par: t claim a sang ay certain 
cases, to ju their merits. this country the convention, framing 
their Constitution, had seen fit to add the Senate to the President in the - 
ness of Deep) ey me and still further to the matter, ed that 
two-thirds of te should concur, and , as if tocompletely shut the 
door against all r in tion of their merits, or any ca on the 
subject, declared that a treaty thus made should become the law of the land. 


The convention must be supposed to waeseneey. uainted with the 
usages in land at the time of our Constitution, and appear to 
have studiously avoided that part of their constitution. 


Mr. Gallatin (page 465) said that the House had a discretion 
to cooperate or refuse cooperation, and therefore, where their 
cooperation was necessary, the treaty could not have full effect 
and be, properly speaking, the law of the land, if they chose to 
use their discretion by refusing cooperation. A treaty may not 
be unconstitutional, but yet not the law of the land, if it embraces 
objects exclusively granted to a particular branch of the Govern- 
ment. The Constitution does not say what treaties the President 
may maké. The general grant of power is limited by the other 
parts of the Constitution. The — legislative powers granted 
were limitations upon the undefined power of making treaties. 
The Constitution says the treaty shall bea law. Some gentlemen 
had declared that the treaty-making power is executive; but a 
ne of making laws can not be termed executive without an 
absurdity. : 

He did not claim for the House the power of making treaties, 
but a check upon the treating-making power—a mere negative 
power. We, he said, are for this stigmatized as rebellious, dis- 
organizers, as traitors against the Constitution; but our oppo- 
nents claim an unlimited power for the treaty-making authority 
capable of absorbing all other powers. 

Mr. Hartley (page 481) recurred to the argument from the Brit- 
ish constitution and denied that Great Britain has a similar con- 
stitution to ours. “If the Parliament of Great Britain was to 
pass a law vesting this power in the King and House of Lords, 
would the Commons then claim the right of ratifying treaties? 
But still gentlemen ask, Have not the House as much power as the 
British House of Commons? He would answer this question by 
saying that the House has as much and no more power than the 
Constitution had given it. Andif gentlemen uired a further 
answer he would say that the Legislature of the United States did 
not possess as extensive power as the Parliamentof Britain. That 
body can change the constitution, alter the religion of the country 
and, in short, its powers are really omnipotent. Such unbounded 
powers are not claimed here. But whether the British House of 
Commons have the power or not is a question of no consequence. 
The inquiry was not into the powers of British Parliaments or 
Houses of Commons, but into the powers of that House, and those 
powers were found only in the Constitution.” 

Mr. Madison (page 488) very ae discussed questions as 
to whether a'treaty and law were or could be equal or the treaty 
power paramount, etc., but, it having been determined by the 
Supreme Court that the later law repeals a treaty, municipally 
considered, because they are equally the law of the land, it is 
deemed unnecessary to quote him further. 

I have quoted principally from the advocates of the power of 
the House for two reasons, first, to show that the British con- 
stitution was relied upon by them, as it was by the others, the 
former showing thereby that treaty making, if not necessarily an 
executive act, philosophically speaking, was an act which the 
executive authority always performed, and the latter that, though 
this might be so, the executive’s authority was qualified or 
controlled to some extent by Parliament; and secondly, to show 
that no active power to take the initiative in foreign affairs was 
one but only a power to withhold cooperation in carrying out 
a 


The doctrine that the active management of our foreign affairs 


c 
; 


was committed to Con beyond the express —— of legisla- 
tive power on particular subjects was distinctly repudiated on 
be of his side by Mr. Gallatin, as we have seen. 

Mr. Smith referred to the practice of the Government in regard 
to treaties with Indian tribes as follows: 


Having stated the general opinion of the public, as manifested by the friends 
as well as the enemies of the Constitution, Mr. Smith said he would proceed 
to show the practice that Congress had, from the commencement of its ex- 

mce, been conformable to that opinion. Several treaties had been con- 

— with Indian tribes under the present Constitution. These treaties 
embraced all the points which were now made a subject of contest—settle- 
ment of boun es, ts of money, etc.; when ratified by the President 
and Senate, they had nm proclaimed by the Executive as the law of the 
land; they had not even been communicated to the House; but the House, 
conside g them as laws, had made the —e as matters of course, 
and as they did in respect to other laws. e treaties vere never discussed, 
but the requisite sums, as reported in the annual estimates, were included, 
as matters of course, in the eneral mass of moneys voted for the war es- 
tablishment in the item of Indian De ment. It was not pretended that 
the Constitution made any distinction between treaties with foreign nations 
and In tribes; and the clause of the Constitution which gives to Congress 
the power of regulating commerce with foreign nations, and on which the 
ern doctrine is founded, includes as well Indian tribes as foreign nations. 


He also referred to another practice: 


That this House considered a treaty, when ratified by the President and 
Senate, as the law of the land was further evident from a resolve of the 
House of the 4th of June, 1790, in these words: 

“Resolved, That all treaties made, or which shall be made and promulgated 
under the authority of the United States, shall from time to time be published 
and annexed to their code of laws by the Secretary of State.” 

In uence of this resolution, the several Secretaries of State had 
annexed the treaties which had been made to the code of laws as soon as they 
were ratified by the President and Senate and promulgated by the President. 


The resolution calling for papers was adopted and the papers 


refused, the President saying (Messages and Papers of the Presi- 
dents, volume 1, page 194): 


The nature of foreign negotiations uires caution, and their success 
must often depend on secrecy, and even when brought to a conclusion a full 
disclosure’ of all the measures, demands, or eventual concession which ma 
have been proposed or contemplated would be extremely impolitic, for this 

ht have the pernicious influence on future seg yietions or produce imme- 
diate incoveniences, perhaps danger and mischief in relation to other powers. 
The necessity of such caution and secrecy was one cogent reason for vesting 
the power of making treaties in the President, with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. The principle on which that body was formed, confining it to 
asmall number of members. To admit, then, a right in the House of Repre- 
sentatives to demand and to have, as a matter of course, all the papers 
respectin: ee with a foreign power would be to establish a danger- 
ous p ent. 

Having been a member of the general convention, and knowing the princi- 
ples on which the Constitution was formed, I have ever entertained but one 
opinion on this subject; and from the first establishment of the Government 
to this moment my conduct has exemplified that opinion—that the power of 


m treaties is exclusively vested in the President by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, provided two thirds of the Senators present con- 
and that every treat: e and promulgated thenceforward became 


eur; so 

the la of the land. It is thus that the treaty-making power has been under- 
stood fore nations, and in all the treaties e with them we have 
dec and they have believed that, when ratified by the President, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, they became obligatory. In this con- 
struction of the Constitution every House of Representatives has heretofore 
acquiesced, and until the present time not a doubt or a suspicion has appeared, 
in my knowledge, that this construction was not the true one. Nay, they 
have more than acquiesced; for till now, without controverting the obliga- 
bw of such treaties, they have made all the requisite provisions for carrying 

em into effect. 

There is also reason to believe that this construction agrees with the opin- 
ions entertained by the State conventions when they were deliberating on 
the Constitution, especially by those who objected toit because there was not 

uired in commercial treaties the consent of two-thirds of the whole num- 

r of the members of the Senate instead of two-thirds of the Senators pres- 
ent, and because in tréaties respecting territorial and certain other rights 
and claims the concurrence of three-fourths of the whole number of the mem- 
bers of both Houses, respectively, was not made necessary. 

It is a fact declared by the-general convention and universally understood 
that the Constitution of the United States was the result of a spirit of amity 
and mutual concession; and it is well known that under this influence the 
smaller States were admitted to an equal representation in the Senate with 
the larger States, and that this branch of the Government was invested with 
great powers, for on the equal prem of those powers the soverenenty 
and political safety of the smaller States were deemed essentially to depend. 

If other proofs than these and the plain letter ef the Constitution itself be 
necessary to ascertain the point under consideration, they may be found in 
the journals of the general convention, which I have deposited in the office 
of the Department of State. In those journals it will appear that a proposi- 
tion was made ‘‘ that no treaty should be binding on the United States which 
was not ratified by a law,” and that the proposition was explicitly rejected. 


After this Congress passed an appropriation for carrying the 
treaty into effect. 

In 1798 the question of abrogating the treaties with France 
arose, and Congress, the President cooperating, passed a law 
declaring the treaties abrogated by the act of France. But not 
only did the President cooperate, but this was done as a war 
measure. The Supreme Court regarded the series of acts, includ- 
ing this, as authorizing or declaring war. (Bar. vs. Tingy, 4 Dal- 
las, 41.) No question was raised as to the power of Congress 
without the President. On the contrary, the law was reported by 
@ committee to w’:om had been referred a part of a speech of the 
President to Congress advocating measures of defense against 
France, and after he had informed Congress of the violation of 
the treaties by France. (Special message, May 16, 1797.) 













The law was only carrying out the general policy of the Presi- 
dent, and with his cooperation, but the manner of passing it was 
the result of the President’s vigorous denunciation of the conduct 
of the French authorities upon the dismissal of Monroe as minis- 
ter, when they complimented Monroe and praised the American 
people, but attacked the American Government. (Special-session 
message, May 16, 1797.) 

The House of Representatives ially was exhorted to beware 
of endeavors to foster and establish a division, which was insinu- 
ated as existing between the Government and people of the United 
States, and told that “‘to repel by decided and united counsel 
insinuations so derogatory to the honor and azgressions so dan- 
gerous to the Constitution, Union, and ever independence of the 
nation is an indispensable duty.” 

It was not a time, therefore, for nice discrimination between 
the branches of the Government, but to show France that as 
against her hostile proceedings all branches were united. That 
was the spirit in which this law was passed, while Congress was 
engaged in exercising its power to authorize or declare war against 
France. It should not, therefore, be regarded as evidence of what 
two-thirds of Congress could do against the will of the President. 

In the same year, 1798, a question arose as to appropriations for 
foreign intercourse and the right of the President to appoint min- 
isters, and Mr. Otis said (Annals of Congress, 1798, page 1157): 


After so much had been said respecting the constitutional right of the 
House to refuse an appropriation, Mr. O. observed that he should add but a 
few remarks. To preventconfusion on this subject, it might be well to state 
the points in which both sides of the House were and those in which 
they dissented. It was not denied that the President had the right of nomi- 
nating public ministers, nor had it been contended that the House posses 
the right of fixing theirsalaries; the doctrine of his friends was merely that 
the appointment of a minister imposed a moral obligation to give a reason- 
able salary, and that being once determined it was unjust to reduce it with- 
out the best reasons. It was doubted by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
whether the office of minister was created by the Constitution and whether 
it was not competent for this House to fix the destination of a minister, and 
it was asserted by him that in all cases the House had an ae to refuse 
every eS. On these last points they were atissue. To explain 
the reason of his doubt respecting the right of the President to designate the 
courts to which the ministers should be sent, that gentleman had replied that 
the same clause in the Constitution which gives the power of ting 
ministers to the Executive also gives that j 
preme Court, which he never a to exercise until the number of 
judges hed been ascertained by law. In this argument he hardly a; 
to be serious, but he would answer that the same Oonstitution provides that 
‘a Supreme Court shall be established by law,” and it has no existence until 
created by law. A court is a jurisdiction conmni to one or more persons; 
the jurisdiction is constituted by a law which describes the number of per- 
sons to whom it shall be committed. Executive appoints those who 
are to exercise this legal jurisdiction. In case of foreign ministers, if their 
destination must be esta by the => the objects of their mis- 
sion must also be understood and ratified the same authority, or it must 
be exercised without discretion, and the whole power of ion would 
thus be attracted as incident to the other. 

It was further urged by the same gentleman that in all cases the House 

otherwise the Executive might absorb all the 


might refuse to appropriate; i 

powers of the Legislature; might form treatiesof alliance, maintain an army 

and navy, and expend all the public treasure. 
Let us consider, on the other hand, the 


uence of that gentleman's 
doctrine. Every appointment 


‘ conseq 
made by the Executive becomes a nullity 
unless ratified by that House, in the face of the Constitution, which excludes 
— and confines this duty to the President, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. 

it was owing to the apparent contradictions arising froma theoretical view 
of constitutions like ours that they were pronoun to be impracticable b 
some of the best writers of antiquity. And these abstract questions an 
extreme cases were not calculated to reconcile the of our citizens to 
our excelient form of government. It is a plain and conclusive y, 
which ali such objections are obviated, that the Constitution is not predi 
Bpon a presu abuse = event by any de nt, but on the more rea 
sonable confidence that will perform itsduty within its own sphere with 
sincerity, that division of sentiment will yield to reason and ex on, and 
that extreme cases are not likely to happen. 


Bat the law and practice as to appointing and receiving minis- 
ters and consuls has been elaborately set forth and discussed by 
Attorney-General Cushing (7 Op., page 242), who concludes: 


Further toshow that this act can not be reasonably construed asintending to 
reqaire the President to do what the Constitution, on considerations of pu 
icy, has intrusted to the sole discretion of the Executive, may be men- 

tioned the clause of the act which says,_in words, that the President shali 
appoint a “consul” at Port au Prince. This, if done, would have the effect, 
according to international usage, of placing the Huitien Empire in diplo- 
matic relation with the United States. It is not presumed that such was the 
purpose of the lawmakers; yet such is the effect of the law, if the 
words “skall appoint’’ are mandatory in operation. If they are mandatory 
in any case, they are in all; if not mandatory in one case, they are so in 
none. 

The President can, with concurrence of the Senate, appoint consuls at any 
plave whatever, whether they be mentioned in the act or not. 


The Attorney-General shows clearly that the appointment of 
ministers was committed by the Constitution to the discretion of 
the Executive, and so as to all diplomatic and even consular offi- 
cers, all the instruments of international intercourse being thus 
placed in his discretion. 

The ordinary method of recognizing a new government was al- 
ways to receive a minister from it or send one to it; and all such 
acts are expressly assigned to the President’s control, as part of 
the business of foreign affairs, both by the Constitution and the 
law organizing the Department of Foreign Affairs. 





NATURE OF THE POWERS REQUIRES SECRECY. 


_ In the Madison en we find that secrecy was a main object 
in giving the President and the Senate the ae On 
September 7, 1787, a motion was made to add the of Rep- 
resentati because i 


ld have the sanction of laws. ae ee ae 
inst this is ‘‘ that the necessity for secrecy in case 
of treaties forbade a reference to The 


oo Se cain te Se ee ee 
treaties evidently stands for the whole management of foreign 
relations, and it was intended to give all to the Senate. On page 
428 an argument is made i the Senate’s having the power 
to make treaties, wherein it is objected that the treaty power 
oon aoe snipe tebery hye yn Ee 

5 an attemp’ i is to require 
islative ratification of treaties, and . Madison oo ‘<= 


inconvenience of requiring a legal ratification of trea of alli- 
ance, for purposes of war, etc.” Mr. Gorham said: 

Many other disadvan’ be if treaties of and all 
negotiations are to be pre y ra and if not 5 tee on 
would be at a loss how to proceed. be case in Great Britain 


if the king were to p 
abroad not instructed 
ministers) which 


Mr. Wilson said: 
In the most important treaties, the King of Great Britain, being obliged to 


resort to Parliament for the of them, is under the same fetters as 
amendment of Mr. Merris will impose on the Senate. It wasrefused yes- 
terday to permit even the re to lay duties on exports. Under the 
clause wi t the amendment, the Senate can make a treaty requir- 
ing all the rice of South Carolina to be sent to some one port. 


Mr. Dickinson concurred in the amendment, as most safe and 
, though he was sensible it was unfavorable to the little 
Btates, which would otherwise have an equal share in making 
Mr. Johnson thought there was of solecism in saying 
that the acts of a minister with plenipoten’ powers from one 
body should depend for ratification on another body. The ex- 
ample of the of Great Britain was not el. Fall and 
complete power was vested in him. If the Par it should fail 
Se ee eee the treaty would be 
— a th a = aan to be desired by us; especiall 
negotiations on the spot were i us; ially 
if the whole i is to have anything to do with the treaties. 
It will be ee ee be 
ouavanee y the ambassadors here. In such a Government as 
on t is necessary to guard against the Government itself being 
An attempt was also made, but defeated, to except treaties of 
peace from the power of the President and Senate. 
In the State conventions to discuss the Constitution arguments 


a ee oe eee that it was executive, 
and the Briti » wi on the pre- 
ive right to make treaties, were constantly referred to. 


tive ri ’ 
(hilliott’s Debates, volume 8, pages 506, 508, and 512; volume 4, 
pages 116, 120, 267, 269, etc.) 
CELERITY REQUIRED. 

The necessity for executive control to seize with celerity “ tides 
in the affairs of men” is fully discussed in the Federalist, No. 63. 
EXPERT KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED. 

One idea which finds expression in Todd on the British Consti- 
tution, ubi supra, in the resolution of Congress prior to the Con- 
stitution as above quoted, in the law forming the Department of 

* Mr. Middleton, the Amelia Island committee, was also with 

I possessed ° 


chairman of 
me, and I gave him all the additional that concern 
ing it. I showed him the secret laws, those singular anomalies of our system 


legislative assemblies the power of declaring war, which,in the of 
government, according t Mant and Roussean, is ane ve 
act. Butas we have io it whenever is necessary for 
an - See es aon ae 
ess must pass a secret law ve wer. Now, secrecy 
Sontrary te one of the first but this absurdity 
una bly that of ha of Executive, 
the of war. these there are , and one 
, and one of the laws, that of June 25, 1812, is so secret that 
~- Ens ceotabecaminen = v polit machinery The injunc- 
ticket auereny wanvemeved on tp Gihet uy. Sn Srey Che tae provieny 
peesed by a vo of the House of and yet the met 43 
pu ed. (Memoirs of J Quincy ume 4, page 
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Foreign Affairs, in the Federalist, and in the vision of the Con- 
stitution which says that the President shall, from time to time, 

ive to Congress information of the state of the Union, should not 
fo jost sight of in this discussion. And that is that exact infor- 
mation about the relations of the Government with foreign nations 
and of those nations with each other were regarded, when the Con- 
stitution was adopted, not as common property, but as derived 
from official correspondence with diplomatic ts. Journals 
were then published; but newspapers entitled to be socalled, tele- 
graphs, ocean cables, steamboats, railroads, the multiplicity of 
Cooke, and the education of the masses have produced a 
more or less exact knowledge among the people of matters for- 
merly executive secrets, or, at least, buried in archives and costly 
tomes. In those days the President alone was supposed to know 
all that was needed to be known to manage foreign affairs and to 
get his knowledge from undisclosed correspondence with ats 
appointed by him. The Constitution is to be read in the light of 
this fact, and, so read, we can not doubt that foreign affairs were 
intended to be conducted as they had been in all coun- 
tries by the possessor of such knowledge, and that even the initia- 
tive in making war was to be taken upon a communica- 
tion from the President of such information, and not upon idle 
rumors and the tales of travelers. Certain it is that the war with 
France was begun in that way, Congress following the lead of and 
seeking knowledge from the Presiden t at every step. 

It were unreasonable to interpret the Constitution as the work 
of pro’ of such an age as we now live in; but even now really 
exact knowledge of our relations with Spaim and other countries 
remains an executive possession, and reasons for the wisdom or 
expediency of any course derived from rumor or newspapers 
may be wholly refuted by secret information of the Executive from 
Sn aaalaiemmenen al foreign Sign afiston chaaid be batt to Ge 
the managemen i irs t to the 
one having charge of the diplomatic agents and in continual corre- 
‘ spondence with i 

Vattel (first published in 1773) thus speaks of treaties: 

But all rulers of states have not a power to make public treaties by their 
own authority alone; some are obliged to take the advice of a senate, or of 
the representatives of the nation. 

It was undoubtedly either from the British constitution or from 
this general European conception of the kingly or other personal 
soverei ing treaties, with or without the advice of a deliber- 
ative body, that. the President's power was derived, he being, in a 
limited sense, the nearest re tative we have of the kings of 
the prevailing monarchical systems. 

Vattel speaks of the ordinary way of making treaties through 
instructed plenipotentiaries, their work to be ratified. To give 
the President authority to appoint such plenipotentiaries in his 
discretion was to place him on a par with sovereigns in the manner 
of making treaties, and confirms the conception of him as similar 
to personal heads of monarchies. 

In No. 63 of the Federalist, which discusses the treaty-making 
power, every reason advanced for giving or confining the power 
to the President and Senate is based on a view, not so much of 
treaties alone, as of foreign affairs generally. Nothing is there 
said to intimate that any part of foreign affairs is withheld from 
the exclusive control of the President and Senate. 

_ It has now been shown that under express grants the President 
is to make treaties as he may see fit, and appoint and receive am- 

ors and other ministers. The only qualifications seriously 
contended for are by reason of express grants on particular sub- 
jects to Congress, which subjects do not embrace the subject-matter 
of the resolution in question. It has also been shown that foreign 
affairs generally were understood by the great formative first Con- 
gress to be transferred to the President and Senate. 

Di ing the particular grants to og eo treaties on all 
other subjects at least are to be made by the ident and Senate 
or not at all. The President and Senate are thus granted power 
to make a treaty with the Republic of Cuba and a fortiori to rec- 
ognize its existence. So the President and Senate are granted 
power to send a minister to the Republic of Cuba and a fortiori to 
recognize its existence, and the President alone is granted power 
to receive a minister from the Republic of Cuba and a fortiori to 
recognize its existence. The President and Senate are general 
managers of foreign affairs, and part of such management is to 
recognize or deal with new governments, and so are empowered to 
deal with and recognize the Republic of Cuba. 

VL 

All duties in connection with Santen relations not otherwise 
specified fall within the sphere of the Executive. 

The Constitution, by its own internal evidence, shows that all 
duties in connection with foreign relations not otherwise speci- 
fied, and this duty especially, are placed upon the Executive. 

First. The general principle has been already noticed that if a 


power is gerne to one branch of the Government, it can not be 
to 
ernment, to 


ted also to one of the other branches of the 
exercised in the same cases and for the same 
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peer. To make such an assumption would be to deny the 
om of our forefathers and the homogeneity of their work. 


ee It is among the executive eS 
owing powers are expressly gran to the executive 
branch of the Government: ; : 


By and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties, pro 
two-thirds of the Senators present concur— 


And the President— 


Shall nominate and, with theadvice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint 
ambassadors, other public ministers, and consuls— 

Congress having no power to alter the method of their appoint» 
ment; and— 


He shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers. 


The power to receive public ministers, which is confided in the 
President alone, implies the power to decide who should be re- 
ceived; and this implies the power to examine their credentials 
and ascertain whether the foreign potentates by whom the cre- 
dentials are made out are in fact sovereigns. 

The power to make treaties implies a complete power over dip- 
lomatie negotiations. A treaty is an express contract or agree- 
ment with a foreign government. All contracts or agreements 
with foreign governments may be put into the form of treaties, 
although many of temporary character and minor importance 
remain in the rank of informal understandings. Diplomatic ne- 
gotiations are negotiations toward the formation of agreements or 
contracts, formal or informal. These negotiations are carried on 
through the Secretary of State, who is appointed by the President, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, our public ministers, who 
are likewise appointed, and the public ministers of other govern- 
ments, who are received and recognized by the President alone. 

Treaties or formal agreements with other Government; are 

; made, drafted, and informally agreed to by the President before 

| they are submitted to the Senate, although, on very rare occasions, 
as in the Administrations of Washington and Polk, the President 
may request the advice of the Senate beforehand. The “advice 
and consent” of the Senate, however, is a phrase which has a tech- 
nical meaning, signifying simply a vote, being adopted from the 
language of the British act of Parliament. Im connection with 
treaties and appointments it hasalways been practically construed 
as referring to a vote taken after the preliminary signature of the 
treaty or r the nomination. 

The President, therefore, is charged by the Constitution with 
the drafting of all public treaties, as well as with the conducting 
of all negotiations feeding up tothem. These treaties, when they 
receive the ‘“‘advice and consent” of the Senate, become part of 
“the supreme law of the land” by Article VI of the Constitution; 
and thus come within the provision that the President ‘‘ shal! take 
care that tha laws be faithfully executed.” 

Thus, by the ordinary rules of construction of a document of 
this kind, the President becomes charged with the diplomatic 
affairs of the United States. All diplomacy, apart from such 
trivial matters as the exchange of compliments or procuring of 
social introductions, consists in the making of international agree- 
ments, either temporary and informal or permanent and formal. 
The President’s power is subject simply to two of the famous 
“checks” of the Constitution, namely, that he must obtain the 
ratification of the Senate to the appointment of his diplomatic 
agents, and to.the promulgation of any diplomatic agreement 
which is intended to be sufficiently formal and permanent in its 
nature to have the force of law. 

The “‘ recognition” of independence or belligerency of a foreign 
power, technically speaking, is distinctly a diplomatic matter. It 
is properly evidenced either by sending a public minister to the 

vernment thus recognized, or by receiving a public minister 

efrom. The latter is the usual and proper course. Diplo- 
matic relations with a new power are properly and customarily 
inaugurated at the request of that power, expressed through an 
envoy sent for the purpose. The reception of this envoy, as 
pointed out, is the actof the Presidentalone. The next step, that 
of sending a public minister to the nation thus recognized, is pri- 
marily the act of the President. The Senate can take no part init 
at all until the President has sent in a nomination. Then it acts 
in its executive capacity, and, customarily, in ‘‘ executive session.” 
The legislative branch of the Government can exercise no influence 
over this step, except, very indirectly, by withholding appropria- 
tions 


There is another consideration also, which conclusively shows 
that the recognition of a foreign power belongs to the sphere of 
diplomacy, and, therefore, to the executive branch of the Gov- 
ernment. Two points are first to be decided before the independ- 
ence or belligerency of a foreign body is ‘‘ recognized:” 

First. Whether the independence or belligerency in fact exists; 


and 
Second. Whether it is advisable for the United States to take 
official notice of its existence. A new nation may be in fact 


independent, yet its independence may not yet be recognized by 





ae 





the older nation from which it has separated itself. War may 
still be waging between them, and the recognition of the inde- 

ndence of the new nation may be regarded as a casus belli by 
fhe old one. National sympathy may be aroused in the United 
States to the extent of being willing to go to war with the old 
nation for the sake of encouraging the new one. Such was the 
feeling of France toward the United States in the Revolutionary 
war, and of the United States toward Texas in 1837. National 
sympathy, on the other hand, may not be aroused with sufficient 
unanimity to justify the nation’s agents, whether executive or legis- 
lative, to take such a step. The question may, therefore, be left 
to be decided partly by questions of expediency, and these ques- 
tions are mainly diplomatic in sasinele of solution. It is the 
executive branch of the Government which is best qualified to 
judge whether recognition would be a casus belli; whether other 
neutral nations would join in it; whether it would jeopardize 
negotiations pending with the nation which would be expected to 
resent the recognition. Questions of expediency may arise which 
affect the interests not of the United States alone, but of the 
new government which seeks recognition. Hasty action by the 
United States alone — be of no avail, and, at the same time, 
might tend to prevent other neutral nations from taking the 
same step. If, on the other hand, the United States, by ai lo- 
matic negotiations, would obtain cooperation from other neu 
nations, their joint action might force the independence of the 
new country to be immediately recognized even by the country 
from which it was endeavoring to separate. 

The interaction of these various questions of expediency is fa- 
miliar to anyone who has studied the history of our relations to 
the South American insurrectionists during Monroe’s Administra- 
tion. The United States was then recovering from the effects of 
the war, and required caution in championing the affairs of 
would-be sister republics. President Monroe was continually con- 
sidering three different classes of problems: 

First, whether South American independence was actually an 
accomplished fact; 

Second, whether Great Britain or other European countries 
would aie him in its recognition; and 

Third, whether premature action on the part of the United 
States, while valueless for purposes of assistance to the insurrec- 
tionists, would jeopardize the making (and afterwards the ratifi- 
cation) of the treaty ceding Spain’s possessions in Florida and 
abandoning its claims to Oregon. 

We have said that the first act of recognition is, customarily, 
the receiving formally of an envoy from the country recognized. 

We may add that simple recognition per se in its ultimate 
analysis isnot an executive any more than itis a judicial act. The 
simple finding of the existence of a fact is not a complete execu- 
tive act any more than it is a complete legislative or judicial act. 
In judicial procedure a finding of fact, in order to have the effect 
of an adjudication, must be followed by a judgment, which has 
the effect of requiring some person or persons to do or refrain from 
doing some thing or a Soa simple declaration of fact by 
the executive department is directly operative only so far as itis, 
in effect, information that certain action will be taken by the 
executive under its express constitutional powers; or that such 
and such municipal laws of the United States will be executed in 
a certain way; or that certain rules of international law will be 
admitted by the executive asin present operation. The munici- 
pal laws of the United States may be changed at will by Congress, 
although their enforcement must be intrusted to the executive. 
So far as municipal laws are concerned, ee, mag can, in effect, 
control the future operations of the executive by enacting, for in- 
stance, that under such and such circumstances the laws should 
apply to the caseof a foreign — not yet independent as if they 
really were independent; or that they should apply to the specific 
case of some foreign — actually named as if they were inde- 
pendent. Congress can thus, by changing the municipal law to 
that extent, make the question of independence of any foreign 
nation an entirely immaterial circumstance. It has, however, no 
control over international law further than to enact that the rules 
of international law shall not be respected by the United States. 
Nor can it enact that something is a fact which is not a fact. It 
can not make a foreign people independent, although it can enact 
that, for any specified purpose or purposes, it shall ed as 
independent by our executive department or by our - 
Neither cam Congress control international law, which is 
upon the consensus of different nations. International law re- 

rds independence as a question of fact, and does not recogni 

t until it is a fact, irrespective of sympathy. Nor can the legis- 
lative branch of the Government hold any communication with 
foreign nations. The executive branch is the sole mouthpiece of 
the nation in communication with foreign sovereignties. Forei 
nations communicate only through their respective executive de- 
rtments. Resolutions of their legislative departments upon 
iplomatic matters have no status in international law. In the 
department of international law, therefore, properly speaking, a 
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agate —— recognition of belligerency or independence would 
a nullity. 

All of these considerations were familiar to the statesmen who 
framed the Federal Constitution; and it is clear, from the terms 
of that instrument, that all findings of fact as to em: cies be- 
yond the sea, for p of international law and diplomacy, 
were intended to be intrusted to the executive department; while 
as to such —— of fact for the p of the administration 
of our municipal law, the only doubt could be whether they be- 
long to the executive or to the et ’ 

This disposes of the first of the two proposed joint resolutions 
now under consideration. 

The second of these proposed joint resolutions contemplates 
negotiations for a future treaty to be carried on by the 1 tive 
branch of the Government. No such proposal could receive rec- 
ognition by a foreign country; andif such a proposal had ema- 
nated from the House of Representatives in the early days of our 
constitutional history there can be little doubt that it would have 
been resented by the Senate as an infringement upon its own pre- 
rogatives, as well as upon the sphere of the Executive. 

is view is confirmed by examination of the express powers 
nted to the 1 tive branch of the Government. That 
ranch is intrus with ‘all 1 tive powers,” but with no 
powers that are not properly tive. tion is the mak- 
ing of laws, and laws are rules of conduct. A simple declaration 
of the existence of a is not a legislative act; neither is an 
ffer to another nation to open negotiations. If a mere finding of 
fact is not in general a 1 tive act, especially is it not a legis- 
lative act when the fact to be found is one ing in a foreign 
country, It would not be a legislative act to dec: that in a 
suit of Smith vs. Jones, pen in a Federal or State court, the 
truth of the controversy was with Smith and not with Jones. Is 
it any more a legislative act to declare that in the case of Smith 
vs. Jones,pending in a § court and involving a question of 
Lampe of me pro ry —_ and not a has the a 
is side in swearing e possession © property it, 
then, any more a legislative act to declare that in the controversy 
with Cuba Gomez and not Weyler has the facts on his side? 

Undoubtedly not. For the purposes of the administration of 
our munici law, it is an executive act when it relates to a 
question which the Executive must decide, and a judicial act 
when it arises in court (although, for reasons which be stated, 
the judiciary in deciding the question follows the executive). 

Congress can help the Cuban insurgents by legislation in many 
ways, but it can not help them legitimately by mere declarations, 
or by attempts to en in diplomatic negotiations, if our inter- 
pretation of the Constitution is correct. That it is correct will be 
shown by the opinions of jurists and statesmen of the past. 

NATURE OF LEGISLATIVE POWER. 

Legislation is universally defined substantially as the power to 
enact laws. 

The following definitions of law are familiar: 

A rule of civil conduct,  prencedned by the supreme power in a state, com- 
manding what is right and prohibiting what is .—Blackstone. 

A command to a course al combucts a command 2 the expression of a 
wish or desire conceived by a rational being that another rational being shall 
do or forbear, coupled with the expression of an intention in the former to 
— some evil upon the latter, in case he do not comply with the wish.— 

us . 

The present claim that the mere assertion of the existence of a 
state of fact in a foreign country is legislation makes the as 
remarks of Judge Penrose in the matter of American an 
Trust Company (17 Penn. Co. Ct. R., 274, 280) pertinent: 

re some r, beyond the power of a) 
‘rms tive of Scmntiinlineal Ceckeitions It can nly the ive of 
nature, the rties of numbers, or the meaning t can not mod 
ify an axiom. ater will not boil at 110° nor freeze at 52°; 12 times 12 wil 
slrerale ba; Wrasse tact rusian ey Seal ts ane ee ei 
not, id spite of the most solemn enactment to the contrary, be equal to each 
otber. 

Vil. 
THESE VIEWS ARE SUSTAINED BY THE WEIGHT OF OPINION AMONG 
JURISTS. 


While the question of boundary between the executive and 
legislative spheres in their foreign relations has been freqrently 
a subject of discussion, there never has been, and probably never 
will be, an actual conflict between these two branches of our 
Government in this cular. There are, therefore, no judicial 
opinions of contro authority. Such references as may be 
found in cases are obiter and valuable only as indicating 
the general understanding of the Constitution among the judges. 
The subject has been little considered by text writers. e im- 
or of the citations under this heading is therefore much 
ess than that of the citations from 1] ve and executive p 
ceedings which will be made under our next and last heading. 

1. Judicial utterances relating to the to recognize the independence or 
belligerency of a foreign government. 

For the reasons above stated some of the judicial utterances 
upon this point fail to indicate whether the power to recognize @ 
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foreign government resides in the executive or legislative depart- 
ps) court saying simply that it resides in the “ — 
department” or inthe‘* Government.” Strictlyspeaking, it resides 
for the purpose of a case in court in the judiciary; but the judi- 
ciary have no means of deciding the question by evidence, 
and must for this reason, as well as because the ce of a 
foreign government is a fact which must be decided in the same 
way for the purpose of all private litigations, take judicial notice 
of it. Upon questions of judicial notice the court consults the 
best attainable means of information—dictionaries, public docu- 
ments, or Whatever else it may be. The question thus arises: 
What authority shall the court consult in the ascertainment of a 
treaty by the processes of judicial notice? The courts have v 
wisely looked to the other rtments of the Government, bo 
as the best means of information and in order that there should 
be no conflict. There never has been any conflict between the 
legislative and the executive, and hence, when the islature has 
in any way indirectly recognized the existence of such a fact, the 
court may take notice of its action. Sometimes the recognition 
has been by the executive alone, in which case the court can look 
to executive action. When the executive has not yet recognized 
independence or belligerency, as the case may be, the court holds 
that the fact is not established for the purpose of judicial notice. 

Where the Supreme Court has referred to the legislative as well 
as to the executive department, the question thus referred has 
always, With one exception, been one not strictly foreign. Thus 
in Foster vs. Neilson (2 Pet., 253, 307), United States vs. Arre- 
dondo (6 Pet., 691, 711), and Garciavs. Lee (12 Pet., 511) the con- 
troversy related to the ownership of pro within the United 
States which had formerly, indeed, belonged to Spain, and whose 
title depended upon the former boundary between the United 
States and Spain; but the treaties upon which the title in part 
depended were not self-executing, and the question before the 
court was really a _- of boundary, and not of belligerency 
or independence. The not altogether consistent dicta in Jones vs. 
United States (187 U. S., 202) are in a case where the question at 
issue was whether certain territory belonged to the United States. 

So far as the question before the court was one of foreign bel- 
ligerency or independence at any given period, the court, if it 
specified at all to what department it referred for information 

with the one exception aforesaid), has specified the executive 
epartment of the Government. 

United States vs. Hutchings (2 Wheeler’s Criminal Cases, 543), 
in 1817, was a prosecution for oe The question arose whether 
at a certain date the Republic of Buenos Ayres was independent. 
Counsel argued that-our independence began with the lara- 
tion of Independence in 1776, and therefore that the independence 
of Buenos Ayres ‘‘ commenced with their declaration of independ- 
ence,” was a matter of notoriety throughout the world, and was 
proved by certain correspondence between President Monroe and 
the Spanish minister. Chief Justice Marshall was of opinion— 

That a nation became independent from its declaration of independence 
only as respects its own government and the various departments thereof. 
That before it could be considered independent by the judiciary of in 
nations it was necessary that its independence should be recognized by the 
executive authority of those nations. That as our Executive had never 


recognized the aren seen of Buenos Ayres, it was not competent to the 
court to pronounce its independence. 


In United States vs. Palmer (3 Wheat., 610, 634), arising two 
months later, the Chief Justice used language applicable to the 
legis ative as well as to the executive department, and this is the 
only exception to the general rule above stated in regard to such 
cases. 

Williams vs. Suffolk Insurance Company (8 Sumn., 270, 278) in- 
volved the question whether the fisheries at the Falkland Islands 
belonged to hanes Ayres. It was decided by Mr. Justice Story 
whose remarks are of especial interest, because he had discussed 
this very question in his Commentaries on the Constitution, and 
had, according to the general plan of the Commentaries, left it 
there an open one. He now said: 

It is very clear that it belongs exclusively to the executive department of 
our Government to rom time to time any new governments which 
may arise in the poli revolutions of the world; and until such new gov- 
ernments are so recognized they can not be our courts of justice 
to have or to exercise the common rights and prerogatives of sovereignty. 

Mr. Justice Story further goes on to say that “this doctrine 
was fully ized by the Supreme Court of the United States 
in Gelston vs. Hoyt (8 Wheat. 246, 324).” In that case the opinion 
had been written by himself and simply the word ‘“ govern- 
ment.” The learned justice's interpretation of the opinion would 
indicate that whenever the word ‘‘ government” had been used in 
this connection the executive department has been intended; 
and it is also noticeable that the case thus referred to was decided 
at the same term of court with the Palmer case, above referred to, 
80 that these remarks of Mr. Justice Story tend to confirm the 
inference which may be drawn from the Hutchings case that the 
reference to the legislative department of the Government in the 
Palmer case was an inadvertence. 

Williams vs. Suffolk Insurance Company, above quoted, came 
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up for review in the Supreme Court of the United States (15 Pet., 
415). Mr. Justice McLean said (page 420): 


And there can be no doubt that when the executive branch of the Govern- 

charged with our foreign relations, shall in its correspondenco 
nation assume a fact in re; to the sovereignty of any island 
department. And in this view it 
inquire, nor is it the province of the court to determine, 
It is enough to know that in the 
Having 
t is obligatory on 


ht or wrong. 


In Kennett vs. Chambers (14 How., 30), the question arose 


whether Texas was an independent government in September, 
1836. Chief Justice Taney said 
the Government ” to decide when Texas became independent. 
then refers to the President’s message of December 22, 1836, as evi- 
dence that it had not yet become independent at that time, and 
says (pages 50 and 51): 


page 46) that it “ belonged to 
He 


It is a sufficient answer to the ar 


ment to say that the question whether 
as had or had not at that time 


come an independent state was a ques- 
ment of Government exclusively which is charged with 


The department thus referred to is clearly indicated by its 


further characterization (page 51) as ‘‘ the treaty-making power.” 


The Prize Cases (2 Bl., 635) are not strictly in point, because they 


refer to domestic, not to foreign, difficulties. Mr. Justice Grier 


(page 670) says: 
Whether the President, in fulfilling his duties as commander-in-chief, in 


suppressing an insurrection has met with such armed hostile resistance and 
ae vil war of such 


ans proportions as will compel him to accord to them 
character of belligerents is a question to be decited by him, and this court 


tmaust be governed by the decisions and acts of the political department of the 
Government to which this power was intrusted. 


The italics are the court’s own. 
In the recent case of United States vs. Trumbull (48 Fed. Rep., 


99, 104), referring to the late civil war in Chile, Judge Ross says: 


It is beyond question that the status of the poopie composing the Congres- 


he alleged offense is to be 


ed by the court as it was then regarded by the 


vlitical or executive 


department of the United States. This doctrine is firmly established. 


In the Itata (56 Fed. Rep., 505,510) the circuit court of appeals 
ing through Judge Hawley, said: 

The law is well settled that itis the duty of the courts to regard the status 
of the Co: the same light as they were regarded by the 


0 ty 
executive puemtanent Of the United States at thetime the alleged offenses 
were committed. 


2. Utterances of text writers relating to the power to recognize the independ- 


ence or belligerency of a foreign government. 


This is a subject not touched upon in some commentaries, for 
the reason that such commentaries often undertake to show only 
the judicial exposition of the Constitution, and say but little upon 
subjects which have not been of judicial cognizance. Of the few 
jurists who have treated this subject, probably the only one who 

as supposed any right of recognition to reside in Congress was 
Mr. Rawle. He states that the legislative branch has a higher 
right than the executive in this particular, but does not discuss 
the point, and cites no authority, apparently supposing it to be an 
undisputed one, and consequently giving it no careful considera- 
tion. (Second edition, pages 195,196.) Heseems ignorant of the 
constitutional debates, which had practically settled the point to 
the contrary,and under the circumstances his opinion is not to be 
regarded as of much weight. 

e first real discussion of this question by a text writer is to 
be found in the Commentaries of Mr. Justice Story. It was not 
the plan of these commentaries to decide open questions. He 
therefore simply states the arguments, although, in dictating his 
personal opinion, in favor of the executive power. Afterwards, 
as has already been pointed out, in the case of Williams vs. Suf- 
folk Insurance Company, he has stated most positively that the 
power resided solely in the executive. He says of the power to 
receive ambassadors and ministers that it ‘is always an impor- 
tant, and sometimes a very delicate, function, since it constitutes 
the only accredited medium through which negotiations and 
friendly relations are ordinarily carried on with foreign powers.” 

He proceeds as follows (2 Story on the Constitution, sections 
1566 and 1567): 

But a much more delicate occasion is when a civil war breaks out in a 
nation, and two nations are formed, or two —— in the’same nation, each 
on the coversienty of the whole, and the contest remains as yet unde- 


te be * * Theexercise of this prerogative of acknowl- 
new nations or ministers is therefore under such circumstances an 


executive function of great delicacy, which requires the utmost caution and 
deliberation. * * * If such recognition is made, it is conclusive upon the 
nation, unless, indeed, it can be reversed by an act of Congress repudiating 
it. If,on the other hand, such recognition has been refused by the Executive, 
it is said that Congress may, notwithstanding, solemnly acknowledge the 
nay of the nation or eer (citing Rawle). These, however, are 
propess ions which have hitherto remained as abstract statements under the 

mstitution, and therefore can be propounded not as absolutely true, but 


as still open to discussion if they should ever arise in the course of our for- 
e diplomacy. The Constitution has expressly invested the Executive 
th power to receive ambassadors and other ministers. It has not ex- 

y invested Congress with the power either to repudiate or acknowledge 


That a power so extensive in its reach over our foreign relations could not 
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SOUTH AMERICAN REVOLUTIONS UNDER MONROE'S ADMINISTRATION. 


Apparently the first discussion of the right to recognize a for- 
eign power was in 1818 in reference to the new Republics of Buenos 
Ayres, Colombia, and Chile. Statesmen took part in those debates 
who were familiar with all of our history after 1789, and the state- 
ments that the question then raised was a novel one may be ac- 
cepted as true. : 

ese discussions were precipitated by Mr. Henry Clay, then 
Speaker of the House of tatives. It will be remembered 
that the recognition of the South American republics was his pet 
measure and the one upon whose success he was mainly 
his aspirations for future 1 Ri and that he was assuming a 
ition of opposition to President Monroe and his Cabinet, whose 
nds he was endeavoring to force, claiming that they were lag- 
ard in this matter. The fact, therefore, that he never in these 
febates claimed any power in Congress to recognize the independ- 
ence of a foreign government by a pape wae, So or joint resolu- 
tion is one of very great weight. He clearly bore in mind during 
the whole controversy the distinction between legislative and non- 
legislative measures, and endeavored in vain to find some method 
of accomplishing his desires by genuine legislation which should 
be within the constitutional powers of the House over which he 
presided and in whose debates he took, at the same time, a leading 


part. 
On March 24, 1818 (Annals of conarens, page 1468), he be 
the contest in Committee of the Whole upon the a propriation 
bill, by a motion to amend the bill so as to appropriate the sum 
of $18,000 as the outfit and one year’s salary of a minister to be 
deputed from the United States to the independent provinces of 
the River Plata in South America. 

He accompanied this motion with some remarks upon the ques- 
tion involved in his motion of a formal recognition of the inde- 
pendence of the South American States mentioned. 

Evidently his attention was called over night to the uncon- 
stitutional feature of his pr tion in that it purported to recog- 
nize independence before the Executive acted, for on the 
following day he redrafted his amendment and put it in the fol- 
lowing form (page 1500): 

For one year’s salary and an outfit to a minister to the united provinces of 
the Rio de la Plata, the salary to commence and the outfit to be paid when- 


ever the President shall deem it expedient to send a minister to the said 
united provinces, a sum not ex: $18,000. 


In his speech upon this amendment he said, in answer to the 
objection that the Executive had not yet acted (page 1499): 


If we make the vious een we act upon our constitutional re- 
sponsibility, and the Presiden will proceed u his; and so if he 
make the previousappointment. * * * Each branch of Government, mov- 
ing in its proper sphere, would act with as much freedom for the influence 
of the other as was practically attainable. 

There was great reason, Mr. C. contended, from the peculiar character of 
the American Government, in there being a ect understanding between 
the legislative and the executive branches relation to the owledg- 
ment of a new pore. Everywhere else the power of declaring war resided 
with the executive. Here it was deposited the legislature. If, contrary 
to his o on, there were evén a risk that the acknowledgment of a new 
state t lead to war, it was advisable that the step should not be taken 
without a previous know of the will of the war- ng branch. He was 
dis to give to the President all the confidence which he must derive 
from the unequivocal expression of our will. This expression he knew putt 
be given in the form of an abstract resolution declaratory of that will; but 
he preferred at this time proposing an act of practical le tion. 

He expressed his conviction (page 1500): 

That, without unconstitutional interference with the Executive power, 
with peculiar fitness we might express in an act of appropriation our senti- 
ments, leaving him to the exercise of a just and responsible discretion. 

Mr. Clay was answered by Mr. Fo , of Georgia, afterwards 
Secretary of State, and then the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. Mr. Forsyth said upon this point (page 1502): 

Another objection, not less obvious, was presented by the constitutional 
division of Se powers of the Government. Heretofore the President and 
Senate were to the exclusive management of the foreign intercourse of 
the United States. Ministers were received from other powers, and sent 
from this country to other governments with whom political or commercial 
interest us to negotiate, and the House of Representatives contented 
itself with its constitutional check upon the exercise of this authority, satis- 
fied that they could at all times prevent its improvident exertion by with- 
holding appropriations from those missions the public interest did not require. 


‘ 508): Forsyth proceeded with these significant remarks (page 
Were it really true that the Executive Mops had discovered a crim- 
inal in enaiate on thie ow t, Mr. F. said he would be among the most 
be pothnd Saeed OF the House boldl aan opens » bdaring i 
a resolution of the House 

dislike of the course which had been pursued and recommen the necés- 
sary c . * * * Let us not at least pretend to give the Executivea 
thus his responsibility without 


The most important speech against Mr. Clay’s resolution seems 
to have been made by Mr. Lowndes, of South Carolina, then 
chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, and universally 
acknowledged to be the leader of the House. Mr. Lowndes spoke 
for an hour and a half (page 1525), but unfortunately his 
has not been 
references by the other speakers. 


XXIX——43 


e said (page 1526) “tha 
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it is the exclusive right of ime Executive to manage our foreign 
relations;” that (page 1 

should yesuens a single front,” since the President only can com- 
municate, 


) this was a wise provision; that “we 


, negotiate, and treat with foreign nations (page 1571). 
Mr. Smith, of Maryland, one of the oldest and most prominent 


members of the House, opposed the proposition as ‘‘novel and 


wholly unprecedented,” saying (page 1538): 
The Constitution has given to Congress legislative powers: to the Presi- 


dent the direction of our intercourse with foreign nations. It is not wise for 


us to interfere with his powers; his plans may be digested with wisdom; our 
interference might destroy them, and perhaps at the moment when they 
would otherwise have succeeded. Each branch had better confine itself to 
the duties assigned to it by the Constitution. 


Referring to the conduct of our first Administration during the 
French Revolution, he said (page 1539): 

Did Con on that occasion direct the conduct of General Washington? 
Did that Con tell him that he did not understand what he ought to do, 


No, sir; they left him to exercise the 
powers ves in him by the Constitution—to the exercise of his own judg- 


ment; they sustained him by no act. Let us act in like manner by the pres- 
ent Chief 


te; he has not asked for our assistance; he has asked no 
ter to La Plata. When he does, it will be time to consider 
the subject. 


Mr. Smyth, of Virginia, made a long argument upon the consti- 
tutional question in favor of the position that ‘‘ the measure pro- 
posed is an act of usurpation, an invasion of the executive author- 
ity” (page 1570). He said (pages 1570 and 1571): 


The Constitution grants to the President, by and with the consent of the 
Senate, power to sae’ ambassadors and public ministers and to make 
treaties. According to the usage of the Government, it is the President who 
receives all foreign ministers and who determines what foreign ministers 
shall or shall not be received. It is by the exercise of some one of these 
powers, in neither of which has this House any participation, that a foreign 
power must be acknowl] Thus the acknowledgment of the independ- 
ence of a new power is an exercise of executive authority; consequently, for 
Congress to d the Executive how he shall exercise this power is an act 
of usurpation. To give such direction must be an act of usurpation, if it 
shall have any effect. * * * You the power of impeachment, and 
consequently may discuss and by resolution express an opinion on any past 
act, either of the executive or of the judiciary, but you have no right to give 
a direction to either. The President is responsible for the proper execution 
of his constitutional powers; he “=> punished for abusing them or for 
neanege oy Nis duty. House is the proper body to prosecute him if he 

fail todohis duty. * * * 


Mr. Holmes, of Massachusetts (Maine), also one of the leaders, 
and speaking in support of the amendment, claimed that it was 
only in aid of the President, and not an interference with his dis- 
cretion (page 1583). Mr. Henry St. George Tucker, of Virginia, 
took the same ground (pages 1589-1591, and 1596), saying: 


We command nothing—we leave everything tothe control of the Executive 
discretion. 


Mr, Clay, in summing up the debate, said (pages 1607 and 1608): 


That no of the Constitution had said which should have precedence— 
the act ap appropriation for paying a minister, or the act of sending 
one. © % © ey | should be simultaneous, or if either had preference, the 
act of appropriating for his pay should precede the sending of the minister 
* * * [quoting certain acts], from which it oupeonen, he said, that Congress 
had co tly pursued the great principle of the theory of the Constitution 
for which he now contended, that each department of the Government must 
act within its own sphere, independently and on itsown responsibility. * * * 
Mr. C. said his theory of the Constitution on this particular subject was that 
Congress had the right to appropriate money for foreign missions—the Presi- 
dent the power touseit. * * Both being before him—the power and the 
means of executing it—the President would judge on his own responsibilit 
whether or not it was expedient to exercise it. In this course, Mr. C. said, 
each department of the Government would act independently without infiu- 
ence from or without interference with each other. 

Mr. Clay, in thesame speech, made the following further remarks 
(pages 1616 and 1618): 
There are three modes under our Constitution in which a nation may be 
ized: By the executive receiving a minister; secondly, by its sending 
one thither; and, ey: this House unquestionably has the right to recog- 
nize in the exercise of the constitutional power of Congress to regulate for- 
eign commerce. To receive a minister from a foreign power is an admission 
that the party sending him is sovereign and independent. So the sending a 
minister, as ministersare never sent but to sovereign powers, isa recognition 
of the independence of the power towhom the ministerissent. * * This 
House, Mr. C. said, had the incontestable right to recognize a foreign nation 
in the exercise of its power to regulate commerce with foreign nations. Sup- 
, for example, we passed an act to regulate trade between the United 
tates and Buenos Ayres, the existence of the nation would be thereby rec- 
ognized, as we could not regulate trade with a nation which does not exist, 


Mr. Clay always maintained that the clause that Congress had 
power to regulate commerce with foreign nations gave Congress 
the power to recognize the independence of a foreign country; 
but, although he was often very anxious to secure such a recogni- 
tion by legislative action, he never found any practical means of 
carrying out his theory. 

The practical construction of the Constitution from the begin- 
ning has shown that the theory is unsound for the following rea- 
son: That a lation of commerce need not apply to the whole 
of the territory of any foreign nation. In other words, if a foreign 
nation is divided into various provinces, colonies, etc., Congress 
has the undoubted power to make regulations of commerce which 
shall apply to only one or more of such subdivisions. Such regu- 
lations might be casus belli, but do not constitute recognitions of 
the ind dence of the subdivision with which commerce is 
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One very ancient provision is that by which commercial regu- 
lations are made to depend upon the question whether importa- 
tions are from this side of the Cape of Good Hope or beyond it— 
a line which represents no national boundary. This distinction 
dates from the First Congress, which was controlled by the men 
who established the Constitution, and which itself adopted the 
first ten amendments. (Act of July 31, 1789, chapter 5, section 2; 
act of August 4, 1790, chapter 35, sections 2.and 39.) Section 3095 
of the Revised Statutes provides for importations into the col- 
lection districts “adjoining the Dominion of Canada.” ‘This is 
evidently intended to apply to importations from Canada, as it 
permits importations in a manner which would not be applicable 
to transatlantic commerce. This provision is taken from section 
92 of the revenue-collection act of 1799, which also applied to ‘‘the 
districts on the rivers of Ohio and Mississippi.” These districts 
adjoined the Spanish province of Louisiana; but no similar priv- 
ileges were permitted to the Spanish province of Florida. 

An act of 1866 (Revised Statutes, sections 2508 and 2509) makes 
a special regulation with regard to certain commerce with New 
Brunswick. Special regulations with respect to tonnage fees 
affect the Dominion of Canada alone (sections 1722 and 4222). 
These statutes speak of that Dominion as if it were an independ- 
ent power, but never have been considered as importing a recog- 
nition of an unclaimed independence. ‘The power of Congress 
would be very much cut down if it had in each regulation of 
commerce to treat a foreign nation as.a whole. 

Section 3006 recognizes ‘‘the proper authorities of the British 
Provinces.” Section 3008 makes special re 
to forfeitures of merchandise from “‘ the British North American 
Provinces.” Section 3002 makes special provision for exportations 
to Chihuahua, in Mexico. (See also sections 3003 and 3004.) Spe- 
cial privileges were given to ‘‘merchandise imported from the 
British North American Provinces adjoining the United States” 
by an act of 1846 (Revised Statutes, 3053). Further privileges 
are given by an act of 1850 (section 3054) and by an act of 1845 
(section 8056). Another act of 1850 provides for reciprocity in 
certain «matters with ‘“‘the colonies hereinafter mentioned,” 
namely, ‘‘ Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, 
and Prince Edwards Island, or either of them.” 

The act of May 24, 1890, chapter 292, provides that certain privi- 
leges to Canadian vessels shall cease when a ‘‘reciprocal privilege 
has been annulled, revoked, or rendered inoperative by said Gov- 
ernment of the Dominion of Canada.” Does this recognize the 
independence of that ‘‘Government?” 

To claim that the power to regulate commerce with foreign na- 
tions involved a recognition of the independence of the nations 
with whom commerce is regulated would imply that no nation 
which is not independent can regulate commerce. Tt is, on the 
contrary, a familiar fact that Canada and many other colonies of 
Great Britain regulate their own commerce with practical inde- 
pendence to that extent. 

From 1789 to the present day the legislative branch of our Gov- 
ernment to make a regulation of foreign commerce turn upon the 
independence of the country whose commerce is to be regulated, 
while to give the word ‘‘nations” in the Constitution so narrow 
a meaning would give to the grant of legislative powers an unsus- 
pected and unreasonable interpretation. 

Mr. Clay declared (page yang bya all he desired by the present 
amendment was to convey to the President an ression of our 
willinguess that the Government of Buenos Ayres should be recog- 
nized. His amendment, however, was defeated by a vote of 115 
to 45 (page 1646) on March 28, 1818. 

On the previous evening, as reported by John Quincy Adams, 
then Secretary of State, President Monroe had had an interview 
with a member of the Senate with reference to the power in ques- 
tion, and had informed the Senator that he was very willing to 
receive advice as to the feelings of Congress, complaining only of 
“the y, acrimonious course pursued by Mr. Clay.” He also 
said with reference to Cabinet meetings in the fall of 1817 (4 
Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, page 71): : 


That at the time the questions were proposed whether the Executive was 


competent to acknowledge the independence of Buenos Ayres, and, if so, 


whether it was expedient; that it had been concluded the Executive was 
competent; but that it was not expedient to take the step without the cer- 
tainty of being supported in it by the public opinion, which, if decidedly 
favorable to the measure, would be manifested by measures of Congress. 

This remark possibly referred to a Cabinet meeting on Decem- 
ber 6, 1817, wukcaberence to Mr. Clay’s then projected “motion 
to acknowledge the Government of Buenos Ayres and perhaps 
Chile” (id., page 28). 

Doubtless the failure to offer this motion was due to Mr. Clay’s 
conviction that it would be unconstitutional and therefore inef- 
fective. The President had already during the recess of Congress 
consulted the Cabinet as to an immediate recognition of Buenos 
Ayres (id., page 18). 

On January 2, 1819, (id., 204 and 206), Monroe’s Cabinet 
considered the question of oar to recognize Buenos Ayres. 
Mr. Calhoun advised acting in concurrence with Great Britain 


lations with regard, 


(an act clearly a only by the Executive). Mr. Crawford 
advised acting by sending a minister there— 


Because the Senate must then act the nomination, which would give 
their sanction to the measure. Mr. added that the House of nt- 
atives must also concur by assenting to an act of appropriation. the 
President, laughing, said t, as those bodies had the power of impeachment 


over us, it would be quite convenient to have them thus pledged beforehand. 


Mr. Adams thought that the first minister should:come from the 
country seeking recognition, and said: 

As to ioupeetimans, 0b aes to take my share of risk of it for this 
measure whenever the Executive should deem it ‘ 
admitting the Senate or House of resentatives 
recognition, I would expressly av 
— the concurrence of those bodies. I 
stitution, an act of the Executive authority. had exer- 
cised it in recognizing the French Republic by the reception of Mr. Genet. 
Mr. Madison exercised it by declining several years to receive, and by 
finally receiving Mr. Onis; and in this instance I thought the Executive 
ought carefully to preserve entire the authority given him the Constitu- 
tion, and not weaken it by setting the —— of either House of 
Congress a party to an act which it was his exchusiveact: duty to perform. 


Mr. Crawford said: 


He did not, however, deny, but admitted, that the recognition was strictly 
within the powers of the Executive alone. 

On March 30, 1818, Mr. Clay’s amendment, which had been made 
in Committee of the Whole for the purpose of taking the yeas and 
nays, was renewed by Mr. Anderson, of Kentucky, when the bill 
was reported to the House. The only speech on the renewal.of 
the motion was made by Mr. John C. Spencer, of New York, who 
said (page 1654): 

I believe most firmly that we have the constitutional power to legislate on 
this and every other subject connected with our foreign relations or with the 


regulation of commerce. I hold it to be a power concurrent with that of the 
executive branch, and believe it to be one of the most which 
this House possesses. I would make a perpetual claim to the right on every 
proper occasion, and I would place it on the records of the nation as an eter- 
nal evidence of that claim. Since, then,noinjury can flow from itsadoption, 
because it will be left to the Executive discre * * * letusadvance and 
share with the Executive that responsibility which now rests with him, and 
which must in any event chiefly continue with him. 


‘The motion was again defeated by a vote of 115 to 45 (page 1655). 

The position thus taken by Mr. Spencer is clearly correct from 
a constitutional point of view. A provision for a foreign mission 
“whenever the President shall deem it ient”’ to send a min- 
ister is a strictly legislative act. The objection to the resolution 
is not in its words, but in its probable effect. It was premature, 
and thus likely to embarrass the executive in its diplomatic work, 
and thus postpone rather than hasten the end which all desired. 

On May 10, 1820, the House of resentatives debated the fol- 
lowing resolution, introduced by Mr. Clay (Annals of Congress, 
page 2223): 

Resolved, That it is expedient to pnetee hy law asuitable outfit and sala 
for such minister or ministers as President, and with the advice an 
consent of the Senate, may send to any of the governments of South 
= which have established and are maintaining their independence of 

This resolution was opposed by John Sergeant and by Lowndes, 
but was carried, amid much surprise, by a vote of 80 to 75 (1d., page 
2230; 5 Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, 108). 

Mr. Lowndes, at an earlier period the same session, had 
endeavored to force the hand of the President by legislation, intro- 
ducing a bill authorizing and directing him to occupy Florida and 
establish a temporary government there. 


On Fé 9, 1821, Mr. Clay again moved his ten-thousand- 
dollar ap; tion for a minister toany South American govern- 
ment “‘ which has established and is 


ing its i ol 
of Spain.” The resolution was opposed by Lo and — and 
defeated by a vote of 86 to 79. (Annals of Congress, 
and 1077.) On the following day he ixttroduced the following 
resolution (page 1081): : 


Resolved, That the House of ‘tatives with the people 
of the United States in the d oe which they 


tes 
eel for the success of 


the ish provinces of South America which are 

their liberty and independence, and that it will give its 

port to the President of the United States whenever he may deem it i- 
ent to recognize the sovereignty and independence of any of the said 
provinces. 


A debate ensued upon this resolution, in which some members 
opposed it as an encroachment upon the Executive, while others 
defended it as not attempting to interfere with his discretion, but 
merely assuring him of the support of Congress if he should decide 
to take affirmative action. Others still somewhat curiously in- 
sisted that the recognition of a new foreign government must be 
a a action of the three branches—legislative, executive, and 
judicial. 

John Sergeant, of Philadelphia, a well-known commentator of 
the Constitution, and one of the leaders of the American bar, as 
well as chairman of the Judiciary Committee, declared the inter 
est of the House in the success of the South American revolutions 
—_ - willi to support = oes ———— he ony 

eem it expedient to recognize sovereign ance 
of any of said provinces.” Mr. Sergeant stated his objections 
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the last clause of the resolution as follows (Annals of Congress, 
820 and 1821, page 1089): 
bjecti , in general terms, that it expresses an individual - 
Ba Droferwes to give a pledge which must be utteri inaiiagalouns t 
it is not a legislative act, an is not to lead to a legislative act; that it con- 
tains a declaration neither this House, the President, nor the Sen- 


which = s : 7 co 
ate would be bound; that it would involve the House in difficulties on a. con- | Which would necessarily result in a request for appropriations. 
stitutional i that if C on, having the ver 


Congress wish a recogniti A note by the President, supposed to date from 1820 or 1821, 
equally with the ¢ executive, thaw should ee legislative | has oe found among his papers. | It seems to refer to the resolu- 
this House might be, yet with respect to the executive as a branch of the | tion of May 10, 1820, or February 10, 1821. Referring to the atti- 
Government, it was important that this House should net disturb the har- | tude which had been taken by the Administration, he said: 







It has been claimed by some that President Monroe finally 
admitted power in the legislative branch to recognize a new gov- 
ernment. This is not correct. What he did acknowledge was 
the importance of consulting the legislative branch when a ste 
was about to be taken whose expediency might be doubted, an 












Rony ot fon teelt, and hat ae — a eae eS = It is believed that that attitude would have been perfectly safe, while it 


: J ‘ resentatives reenforced it, and being not obligatory as a measure, ought not 
Apparently Mr. Sergeant, while conceding the constitutional | to be considered in any other light. It is hoped that it will not. On that 
queston to be an open one (speaking as he was toa hostile House), | *4*. #* must be admitted, is the danger. 
was himself of the opinion that a concession of this right to Con- : . : TEXAS. — : 
ress would “disturb the harmony of the different departments | Early in 1836 resolutions of the legislature of Connecticut and 
of the Government as adjusted by the Constitution itself.” He | Y@Tious memorials were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
was referred to by another member as an upholder of the execu- | Relations of the Senate, praying for the recognition of the inde- 
tive power (page 1087). —— of Texas. Mr. Clay, on June 18, 1836, reported the fol- 
Mr. Clay (page 1088) ‘concluded that both Con, and the — “oan resolution (Gales & Seaton, page 1848): 
Executive had this power, but that the most regular, ordinary, | ,_%esolved, That the independence of Texas ought to be acknowledged by the 
: United States whenever satisfactory information shall b2 received that it has 
and usual course was by the Executive, and it was therefore proper | in successful operation a civil government capable of performing the duties 
to assure him of the oe of this House.” His conclusion as to | and fulfilling the obligations of an independent power. 
Congressional power probably was based upon his argument above Mr. Clay said (pages 1847 and 1848): 
uoted concerning the commerce clause of the Constitution. The The recognition of Texas as an independent pcwer may be made by the 
first clause of the resolution was carried by a vote of 134 to 2; the | United States in various ways: First, by treaty; second, by the passage of a 
second clause by a vote of 87 to 68. inv vogue commercial iepooures between the two powers; third, by 
; : ; i+ 46 : sending a diplomatic mt to Texas, with the usual credentials; or, lastly, 
Mr. Adams says of this resolution that it was ingeniously | by the Executive veceiving and accrediting a diplomatic representative from 
adapted to its only object, which was that of covering its defeat | Texas,which would be a recognition as far as the Executive only is compe- 
of the preceding day.” (5 Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, page | tent to make it. In the first and third modes the concurrence of the Senate 
268.) im its executive character would be necessary; and in the second, in its legis- 


. . lative character. The Senate alone, without the cooperation of some other 
A committee of two members was appointed to lay these resolu- branch of the Government, is not competent to penegeies the existence of any 


tions before the President. Mr. Clay, on February 19 (pages power. re a ile : 
"0 « ; ; . e ‘esident oO e hited States, by e Constitution, has 1e@ Charge 0 
1179 and 1180), made the following report from the commnittce: their foreign intercourse. Regularly he ought to take the initiative in the 
That the committee had, according to order, presented the resolution to | acknowledgment of the independence of any new power. But in this case 
the President; that the President assured the committee that, in common | he has not yet done it for reasons which be without doubt deems sufficient. 
with the people of the United States and the House of Representatives, he | If in any instance the President should be tardy, he may be quickened in 
felt great interest in the suecess of the provinces of Spanish America which | the exercise of his power by the expression of the opinion, or by other acts, 
are struggling to establish their om and independence, and that he | of one or both branches of Congress, as was done in relation to the republics 
would 4 e So resolution oe yy om ee = most perfect | formed out of Spanish America. 
saci be : ~ | These remarks show that Mr. Clay still maintained the theory 
It will be noticed that this language would apply equally well | of the right of recognition under the commerce clanse; a theory 
to a resolution presented by any State legislature. which, as already pointed out, is based upon misapprehension, 
On January $1, 1822, Mr. Trimble of entucky, one of the most and which has never yet been expressed in any practical form. 
radical eee Mr. Clay, introduced a jomt resolution, by | It is clear that Mr. Clay did not consider that the Senate “in 
which the t was ‘authorized and requested to acknowl- | its legislative character” could take part in the recognition of a 
edge the independence of the Republics of Colombia,” and to ex- | foreign government by a direct declaration. 
change ministers; and declaring that “Such of the Spanish prov-| The resolution is merely an expression of the sense of the Sen- 
—a re as have ae and are es ate, and is of unquestionable constitutionality. 
their independence of Spain ought, in like manner, to beacknowl-| [In the debate upon the resolution on July 1, Mr. Preston said 
edged,” etc, This resolution was.a covert attempt to extend the | «that he had with difficulty restrained himself from offering an 
— of the —— by es pee to * nye amendment to recognize the independence of Texas immediately.” 
without assuming to direct. r. Trimble’s request it was | Mr, Webster said (page 1915): 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the _ 


| He was willing to go so far as to vote funds to enable the President to send 


| . . 
4 was undoubtedly very stror 1i sing. > vote » House of Rep- 
senena onal oumien. « y very ag and imposing. The vote of the House of Rep 
' 
| 





Union 982), but wasthere dropped. Meanwhile, on January | outa proper minister. But against a direct recognition he thought there 
BO, the ouse, on motion of Mr. Nelson of Virginia, had requested e ea. It was the proper function of the President to 
the President to lay before it the documents bearing on the South ae se — oat a ’ Sy si 

American question “‘as it may be consistent with the public inter- resolution was adopted unanimously (page 1928). 


est toc icate.” 5. 828. In the House of Representatives, Mr. Bell moved on June 27 for 
in couneanans es ee in his well-known mes- | ®® Outfit and salary for a minister to Texas. His resolution was 





f Anna . 4 ; laid on the table bya vote of 135 to 56, on the ground that the For- 
ofier ated aera or. _ A a ? oe eign Relations Committee had the matter under advisement (page 
these Republics, he said: 4499). On July 4 that committee reported through its chairman, 


: Mr. John Y. Mason, of Virginia. his report sets up no claim 

Should Congress concur in the view herein presented, they will doubtless . * ee . . . 
see the propriety of making the necessary appropriations for carrying itinto | that Congress has the right to recognizea foreign power. It says 
effect. | (Report No. 854, Twenty-fourth Congress, first session): 

This message he prefaced with the statement that he considered | _By the Constitution of the United States the duty of conducting negotia- 
it his duty— | —s ane our relations with foreign states is devolved on 

he President. 

To invit ten: ongress rtan . . : 
commuaplonte Sir coultiaenin of the eeenssveon tt, that shou fa Congress | , Two resolutions were reported by Mr. Mason, the first being 
entertain other sentiments, then there may be such eoupentition between the | similar to that which had been adopted by the Senate, and the sec- 
two departments of the Governments as their respective rights and duties | ond expressing pleasure that the President had taken steps to 


may require. . ‘ 2 7 , 
: ‘ ; inquire into the matter. The House was about to adjourn sine 
This clearly refers to the right of the executive department die, and hence the resolutions were passed under the previous 


President) to receive ministers, the right of the executive de - : : 5 Anes Snow A Snene dom 
ment (President and Senate) to send ministers in return, poy ya Staaten a. of John Quincy Adams and others 
yr of the legislative department to decide whether or not these | “atthe following session, on December 21, 1836, President Jackson 
—: should be paid salaries and provided with suitable sent in his well-known message, stating in detail ‘‘ the considera- 
The es luti fully a ith ref. t tions that have governed the Executive in continuing to occupy 
the distrib ti an eres Say eee ny San Woe ee santiatie the ground previously taken in the contest between Mexico and 
= stribution of constitutional power, were passed substantially | Texas.” It contains the following familiar passage (Gales & 
S reported from the Foreign Affairs Committee by Mr. Russell, | gaaton pages 1138 and 1139): 
of Massachusetts (pages 1320 and 1402): oe : a 


In the preamble to the resolution of the House of Representatives it is dis- 


Resolved, That the House of Representatives concur in the opinion ex- | tinctly intimated that the expediency of recognizing the independence of 
pressed by the President in his socmnge of the Sth of March, 1822. that the late | Texas shouid be left to the decision of Congress. In this view, on the ground 
American provinces of Spain which have declared their independence and | of expediency, I am disposed to concur, and do not therefore consider it nec- 
ni in the enj tof it ought to be recognized by the United States as | essary to express any opinion as to the strict constitutional right of the Exec- 

ependent nations. utive, either apart from or in conjunction with the Senate, over the subject. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to prepare | It isto be presumed that on no future occasion will a dispute arise, as none 
& bill a oe $100,000 to enable the President of the _ ore occurred, between the Executive and Legislature in the exer- 

to due effect to recognition. of the power of recognition. It will always be considered consistent with 
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the spirit of the Constitution, and most safe, that it should be exercised, when 
probably leading to war, with a previous understanding with that paty bv 
whom war can alone be declared, and by whom all the provisions for sustain- 
ing its perils must be furnished. Its submission to Congress, which repre- 


sents in one of its branches the States of this Union and in the other the 
oe of the United States, where there may be reasonable ground to appre- | 
1end so grave aconsequence, would certaialy afford the fullest satisfaction to 


our own country, and a perfect guarantee to all other nations, of the justice 
and prudence of the measures which Te be adopted.—Congressional De- 
bates, Volume XIII, part 1, pages 1138 and 1139. 

President Jackson plainly was of the opinion that in a doubtful 
case, when international complications might be involved, the 
President should not recognize a revolutionary government with- 
out the assent of Congress. His language is so carefully guarded 
that no inference can be made with entire confidence as to the 
proper course if the Executive were strongly of the opinion that 
facts justifying the recognition of independence did not exist. 

On January 11, 1837, Mr. Walker, of Mississippi, offered in the 
Senate a resolution (not a joint resolution) which recited the prac- 
tical independence of Texas, and resolved as follows: 

It is expedient and proper, and in perfect conformity with the laws of 
nations and the practice of this Government in like cases, that the independ- 
ent political existence of said State be acknowledged by the Government of 
the Pnited States. 

The resolation was not adopted until March 1 (page 1013). 

In the House the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to which the 
message had been referred, reported the tollowing resolution from 
Mr. Howard on February 21 (page 1880): 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be directed to in 
the bill for the civil and diplomatic expenses for the Government a salary 
a outfit for such public agent as the President may determine to send to 

exas. 

On February 27 a motion was made to amend the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill by inserting the following provision (page 
2010): 


For an outfit and salary of a diplomatic agent to be sent to the independent 


Republic of Texas thousand do 


The proposed amendment was vigorously debated as to the exist- 
ence of independenceand the advisability of earns it. Little 
was said as to the representative functions of the Executive and 
the Legislature. ; 

Mr. John Quincy Adams said (page 2060): 

He objected to this proposition on the ground that the act of ition of 
a foreign power had heretofore always man Executive act of this Gov- 
ernment. It was the business and duty of the President of the United States, 
and he, Mr. A.. was not willing to set the example of giving that tion 
on the part of the legislative body without recommendation of the Executive. 

Mr. Hamer, answering this argument on behalf of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, said (page 2061): 

The Executive had referred it to us for the expression of an opinion on our 

rt. He did not choose to act without some such expression. ae =, 








o we send it back to him without action on the part of us 
give an intimation of our wishes on the subject which will respond tothe call 
of the President, and serve as a guide to his proceedings in the future. 

Mr. Shepard moved the following amendment, which was ac- 
cepted (page 2064): 

Whenever the President of the United States shall receive satisfactory 
evidence that Texas is an independent power, and that it is expedient to 
appoint such a minister. 

Thereupon, on the suggestion of Mr. Cambreleng, the constitu- 
tional doubt as to the propriety of the provision was removed by 
peg out the word “‘ independent” before the words “‘ Republic 
of Texas.” 

It thus re that great care was taken by both Houses not 
to assume for the legislative branch any power directly to recog- 
nize a new foreign government, but that the res bility was 
left entirely with the Executive. 

Not even in connection with the recognition of the South Amer- 
ican Republics have the real facts been so misunderstood as here. 

MISSION TO MEXICO, 1842. 

On April 18, 1842, in the debate upon the appropriation act, Mr. 
Linn, of New York, moved tostrike out the provision for a minis- 
ter to Mexico. In the course of his remarks he said (Congres- 
sional Globe, Appendix, page 514): 

One of the most important functions bestowed on the 


nation is his control of our foreign intercourse. * * 
House asacoordinate 


Executive | this 
e power of this 
branch of our Legislature over our foreign intercourse 
rather incidental than direct or express, and yet may, as it should, be 

th potent and controlling. Accordingly, from the orgigin of this Gov- 
ernment to the present time, this House has exercised power, in the 
negative form, of either confining the appropriations within the limits of its 
own judgment and discretion or of withholding them from particular 
branches of the service. 


Mr. Linn then proceeded to show how powerful a weapon this 
right to appropriate or withhold appropriations had become. 
. Pickens, in reply, made the following remarks (Congres- 
sional Globe, page 418): 


He did not intend to enter into this debate, but when he heard the remarks 
of the gentleman from New York he could not repress the feelings they ex 
ted. He believed that some alterations in our diplomatic arrangements 
re necessary, but he was to leave that matter to the direction of 
e Executive, who was constitutionally charged with it. 
The debate upon Mr. Linn’s amendment was protracted and 
exciting, but no further references were made to the constitu- 
tional question; and the amendment was finally wh. 


OREGON, 1846. 


paign of 1844 one of the issues was the 
maintenance of the claim of the United States that 


‘on ex- 
| tended to latitude 54° 40’, or the southern boundary of Russian 
America. President Polk was elected partly upon thisissne. At 


In the Presidential cam 


that time, by the conventions of October 20, 1818, and October 6, 
1827, the United States and Great Britain weie in joint occupancy 
of the disputed territory, an occupancy which either con i 
arty could, ‘‘in case either should t fit at any time after 
20th of October, 1828, on giving due notice of twelve months to 
the other contracting party, terminate.” Early in 1846 it was 
understood that the Administration were contemplating the sur- 
render of our claim to the whole of Oregon north of latitude 49°, 
This called forth a number of resolutions in both Houses of Con- 
— with the aim of forcing the President's hand by compelling 
im to give notice of termination of the joint occupancy. 

In the Senate Mr. Hannegan, of Indiana, introduced a resolution 
declaring that our title extended to latitude 54° 40’, and that its 
abandonment would be dishonorable. Mr. Calhoun introduced a 
set of resolutions, including the following: 

Resolved, That the power of treaties embraces that of settling and 
fixing boundaries between the territories and possessions of the United 
Statesand those of other powers in cases of conflicting claims between them 


in reference to same. 

Senator Haywood, of North Carolina, pronounced both sets of 
resolutions as premature, the President as yet having taken no 
action (Congressional Globe Appendix, page 46), Mr. Calhoun’s 
resolutions also jog views upon the q on. 

On January 8, 1846, the Committee on Poseien Aetes reported 
a joint resolution in mandatory form that the dent give the 
desired notice. On February 10 this was taken up for considera- 
tion, together with Mr. Hannegan’s and Mr. Calhoun’s resolutions, 
and a resolution of Mr. Crittenden autho the President to 
give the notice in his discretion 350 and 351). 

Rann: the Sere ay oes * a . the ane of 
resentatives, thro . Cc. J. ennsylvania, 
hed wes seperted a joint resolution iitrecling the President to give 
this notice. The minority of the committee (Messrs. Garrett 
Davis, of Kentucky; Truman Smith, of Connecticut, and Caleb B. 
Smith, afterwards in Lincoln’s Cabinet) reported that it ‘is not a 
matter for the decision of Congress, and upon it this House at pres- 
ent refrains from expression of any opinion” (pages 138 and eed 
; oe Fereaty 9 the majority resolution was adopted by a vote o: 
o 54. 

The Senate debated the various resolutions until April 16, when, 
on motion of Senator Allen, of Ohio, that of the House of Repre- 
sentatives was substituted for the one which had been reported to 
the Senate. Mr. Reverdy Johnson then moved a substitute simi- 
lar to the Crittenden resolution, containing the words “ at his dis- 
cretion.” Mr. Breese, of Illinois, moved to strike out the words “at 
his discretion.” The motion was defeated, 30 to 22, and Mr. John- 
son’s adopted, 30 to 24. The resolution was then passed, 40 to 14 
(pages 680-683). 

On A 18 the House of Representatives, on motion of Mr. 
Robert e Owen, of Indiana, struck out the words ‘‘ at his dis- 
cretion” and inserted the words ‘‘as requested,” by a vote of 100 
to 87, and the resolution as thus amended passed, 144 to 40 (pages 
691 and 692). A conference committee was appointed, consis 
of Messrs. Berrien, Corwin, and Haywood from the Senate, an 
©. J. Ingersoll, Owen, and Hilliard from the House (pages 7 
and 704). This committee reported a resolution substantially in 
the form proposed by Mr. Johnson, and it was carried in the Sen- 
ate by a vote of 42 to 10, and in the House by a vote of 142 to 6 
(pages 717, 720, and 721). The resolution, omitting the preamble, 
was as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in ss assembled, That the President of United States 
and he is hereby, authorized, at his discretion, to give to the Government 
Great Britain the notice required by the second sle of the said conven 


of the 6th of August, 1827, for the abrogation of the same. , 

It was approved April 27, 1846. (9 Stat., — 

In June of the same year the Presidént, with the advice noon 
consent of the Senate, by treaty abandoned our claim to the - 
tory north of latitude 49°. This treaty became part of thesupreme 
law of the land, although not concurred in by the ve 
branch of the Government (the Senate a its executive capac- 
ity). It was even an irre ble law, for the territory in dispute 
having been once surrendered to Great Britain, it was no longef 
in the power of any branch of our Government to recover it, except 
byarms. The question was one of vastly greater im 
the mere recognition of a new foreign government, but the House 
of Representatives entered no protest. ., 

RECIPROCITY TREATY OF 1854. 


This treaty also contained a provision for its termination upon 
one year's notice. It provided for an free trade 
the contracting parties in certain articles, and therefore en 
disarranged the revenue system at the time of the war. ce 
pee eee ven in p of a en 
anuary 18, 1865 (13 , 566), w. not only passed the 
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without question on the ground of its interference with executive 
functions, but was approved by President Lincoln, who in 


previous year had en very high ground against the right o 
the legislative branch of the Government to recognize or refuse to 
recognize a foreign government. The desire for the termination 
of this treaty was almost unanimous, The only references to any 
constitutional question were raised by Mr. Collamer, of Vermont 
(Congressional Globe, pages 210 and 211), who took the und 
that a treaty interfering with the revenue system of the Govern- 
ment was either unconstitutional or at least inconsistent with the 
theory of the Constitution except so far as it might be ratified b 
statute. Mr. Collamer stated t the Cabinet of which he 
been a member was of this opinion, and for that reason disapproved 
of the proposed reciprocity treaty. 

Either to this reason or because of a desire to avoid constitu- 
tional collisions over a measure which was certain to be adopted 
(for Mr. Lincoln and an overwhelming majority of the Senate 
were in favor of the measure) the failure to raise constitutional 

ints is probably due. Mr. Lincoln had just been in sharp con- 

ict with the Ttouse of Representatives upon a similar constitu- 
tional point, as will be shown, and doubtless in this matter he 
was as desirous of obtaining the advice of a as had been 
Mr. Monroe in 1822 and General Jackson in 1836. 


EMPEROR MAXIMILIAN—18M. 
On April 6, 1864, a joint resolution was introduced by Mr. Henry 
W. Davis, chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
House of Representatives, as follows (page 1408): 


It declares that the Congress of the United States are unwilling by silence 
to leave the nations of the world under the impression that they are indiffer- 


ent spectators of the deplorable events now Synapieing in the Republic of 
Mexico, and that they therefore think fit to declare that it does not accord 


with the policy of the United States to acknowledge any monarchical gov- 
ernment ome My on the ruins of any republican government in America 


under the auspices of any European power. 


Speeches were made in support of this resolution by himself 
and by Mr. 8. 8S. Cox, of Ohio, and it was passed unanimously, no 
constitutional question being te eer Mr. Brooks, of New 
York, however, said: ‘‘ I have no objection tothe joint resolution 
if it be not a mere paper fulmination. I do object, however, to 
paper thunder. If it means anything, I am in favor of the resolu- 
tion. If not, I am opposed to it.” e voted for it. 

In consequence of an article in the Moniteur, the official journal 
of the French Government, the House on May 23 requested the 
President to communicate “any explanations given by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to the Government of ce” re- 
specting this resolution. President Lincoln in turn, on May 25, 
communicated to the House certain dence between Mr 
Seward, the Secretary of State, and Mr. Dayton, the minister to 
France (page 2475). 

Mr. Seward writes that the French minister having asked an 
explanation of the resolution, he inclosed it with the statement 
that it “truly interprets the uniform sentiment of the people of the 
United States in regard to Mexico.” He says, however: 

It is, however, another and distinct question whether the United States 
would think it necessary oar to express th ves in the form adopted 


by the House of Representatives at this time. is a practical and purely 
executive question, and a decision of it constitutionally bel not to the 
House Sepresentetives, nor even Congress, but to the ent of the 
United States. ae 

He further points out that a joint resolution must the Sen- 
ate, etc., ‘* before it can acquire the c of a legislative act;” 


and transmits the following message from President Lincoln: 


He directs that you inf the Government of France that he does not at 
preneme contemplate any from the policy which this Government 
as hitherto pursued in to the war which exists between France and 


if 

Representatives were ad ons ——e > itself and not upon 

orament would > = Shira ise of any hoe como Ran > 

ject which the President mi¢h at any future time it proper to adopt. 

On December 15, 1864, Mr. Davis reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs the following resolution: 


Resolved, That Congress a constitutional right toan authoritative voice 
in dec and p praeeemens ee the United States as well in 
the new powers as in o' 
to respect that 


Mexico. It is hardly necessary to say that the p’ of the 
e 


r matters, and it is the constitutional 

duty of the policy not less in diplomatic n tions 

ety of any declaration of f oe ley Congress is cuttcionth tedek 

y the vote which ccemieamey at and such proposition while pen and 

undete is not a fit topic of diplomatic explanation with any foreign 
power. (Page 48.) 

This resolution was the first attempt in our history to establish 
the doctrine that Congress had a mount authority in foreign 
affairs. It was at first laid on the table. Mr. Davis thereupon 
asked to be relieved from further service on the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. A debate ensued, in which most of the members 
eee took the side of Mr. Davis upon the constitutional 
question. The only member who op him was Mr. Blaine, 
who cited the declarations of Jefferson to Minister Genet (2 Ran- 
dolph’s Life of Jefferson, pages 158 and 159) and said (page 49): 

To adopt this is to start out with a new theory in the administra- 
Poses eelie ar eee  aces iarertiee 
ments of t by promptly laying the resolution on the ta 


On December 19 the resolution was again offered, and amended 
by striking out the word “ President” and inserting the words 
“executive departments.” In this form it almost unani- 
mously, Mr. Blaine not voting, the temper of the House evidently 
being much excited by some of the phraseology of Mr. Seward’s 
dispatch. In view of the attitude of the Senate, Mr. Davis very 
wisely did not draw it in the form of a joint resolution. 

PRETORIA RESOLUTION, 1876-77. 

In 1876 the Republic of Pretoria (now the South African or 
Transvaal Republic) sent to Congress its congratulations upon 
the first centennial of our national independence. Mr. Swann, of 
a, on December 15, 1876, reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs (CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, page 228) the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to communicate to the 

blic of Pretoria the high appreciation by the House of Representatives 
of the complimentary terms in which said Republic has referred to the first 
centennial of our national independence in their resolutions to this House in 
May last. 

On motion of Mr. Kasson, of Iowa, the resolution was amended 
so as to make it a joint resolution. It was then passed unani- 
mously, no constitutional objection being raised; and a similar 
resolution was at the same time passed in relation to congratula- 
tions from the Argentine Republic. On January 11, 1877, the two 
resolutions were reported by Senator Simon Cameron, of Pennsyl- 
vania, from the Committee on Foreign Relations in the Senate, 
and unanimously without debate (page 568), paees that 
Mr. Edmunds inquired as to the situation of the Republic of 
Pretoria, which Mr. Cameron was unable to describe, as he had 
‘*never heard of it until recently.” 

On January 26, 1877, President Grant vetoed the resolutions on 
constitutional grounds (page 1112). His veto message was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and never reported 
therefrom. The President said: 

Sympath as I doin the spirit.of courtesy and friendly recognition 
which ban a ted the = of these sesetublenn, I can not escape the 
conviction t their adoption has inadvertently involved the exercise of a 
power which infringes upon the constitutional hts of the Executive, 

** © Constitution of the United States, following the established 
u of nations, has indicated the President as the agent to represent the 
national sovereignty in its intercourse with foreign powers, and to receive all 
official communications fromthem, * * * ing him, in the language of 
one of the most eminent writers on constitutional law, ‘the constitutional 
organ of communication with foreign states.” * * If Congress can di- 
rect the co mdence of the Secretary of State with foreign govecsmanta, 
a@ case very erent from that now under consideration might arise when 


that officer might be directed to present to the same foreign government 
entirely different and antagonistic views or statements. 


RELATION OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE SOUTH AMERICAN STATES. 

In 1808 CharlesIV of Spain transferred to Napoleon, by the treaty 
of Bayonne, all his right and titles to the Throne of Spain and the 
Indies, which included the colonies of South America. Self-gov- 
ernment was thus forced upon the colonies, as they were deter- 
mined to resist the French. (2 Lyman’s Diplomacy of the United 
States, second edition, 408-431.) France was resisted by the juntas 
of South America in the name of Ferdinand VII, son of the King, 
whom Bonaparte had compelled to abdicate. 

The real impulse to independence came from the refusal of the 
Regency of Cadiz to ize the South American juntas. The 
colonists saw that the Spaniards were resolved to keep them in 
absolute subjection, and the idea of independence gradually gained 
ground all over South. America. When the European struggle 
was over and Spain had been freed from the French, the colonies 
were punished for having acted independently. (European Col- 
onies, Payne, 234.) 

PROGRESS TOWARD THE ACHIEVEMENT OF INDEPENDENCE PRIOR TO 
RECOGNITION IN 1822. 
Venezuela. s 

Venezuela was the first to send agents to the United States.* 
These were John Vincente Bolivar and Talesfero Orca, who were 
furnished with credentials dated Caracas, April 25, 1810, and com- 
petent ee transact business. (Lyman, 425: Papers relative 
to revolted Spanish colonies, manuscript, Department of State.) 
A copy of the declaration of independence made by the provinces 
of Venezuela was communicated to this Government by the con- 
gress composed of deputies from those provinces assembled at Cara- 
cas, and was transmitted to Congress December 9,1811. (Annals 
of Congress, Twelfth Congress, Part I, page 335.) 

The two agents mentioned had no official intercourse with the 
Government, and the restoration of the royal authority in their 
country shortly after their arrival put an end to their diplomatic 
character. (Lyman, 425; foot note.)+ 


* The principal inhabitants of Caracas ever since the abdication meditated 
the formation of a provisional government on the model of the juntas of 
a Nar oe Napoleon's victory appeared complete, they, in the name 





o} , de the Spanish colonial officers and elected a supreme 
junta. Othersimilar juntas were soon established in New Granada, Santa Fe, 
to, ma,etc. They were opposed by the Regency of Cadiz. A con- 
of allthe provinces of Venezuela met at Caracas and published a declara- 

of independence July 5, 1811. (Buropean Colonies, Payne, 237 and 238.) 

+ In 1812 an earthquake San the capital and 20,000 inhabitants. The 
colonial were smitten with despair. Miranda capitulated and Vene- 
zuela fell into the hands of the Royalists. At this time (June, 1812) Con- 
gress, on *s motion, appropriated $50,000 for the sufferers at Caracas, 
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December 11, 1818, Mr. Clemente informed the Secretary of 
State that he had been appointed Venezuela’s representative “‘ near 
the United States,” and requested an interview. 

He was informed that on account of certain misconduct of his, 
no conference could be held with him and no communication 
received from him.* His correspondence was submitted to the 
House of Representatives with m of January 29,1819. The 
report of Mr. J. Q. Adams, Secretary of State, which accompanies 
this message, gives the reasons in full for delaying recognition 
at this time. (IV American State Papers, Foreign Relations, 
412-417. 

First Federal Republic of Colombia. 

This was composed of the provinces of New Granada and Ven- 
ezuela, together wita the Presidency of Quito. The convention 
was held in Cocuta in 1821, and the union of the countries was 
decreed under the above title. 

Bolivar became President, and he completed their liberation, 
the second decisive victory of Carabobo, in 1822, finally securing 
Colombian freedom. The Spanish commander capitulated Decem- 
ber 23, 1823, at Puerto Cabello. (European Colonies, Payne, 241.) 

Buenos Ayres. 

The Province of Buenos Ayres made a formal declaration of 
independence July 9, 1816.4 This declaration was made by the 
representatives of the United Provinces of Rio de la Platain gen- 
eral congress assembled in the city of Tucuman, and was com- 
municated to this Government by Don Manuel H. de Aguirre, who 
came hither as a public agent from La Plata and a private one 
from Chile. 

He addressed several letters to the Secretary of State in 1817 and 
1818, soliciting the acknowledgment of the Provinces of Buenos 
Ayres, formerly the vice royalty of La Plata.t 

No answers were given to those letters, though conferences were 
held with him. The President declined to enter into any arrange- 
ments with this individual, for he did not appear furnished with 

owers to negotiate, and the independence of the provinces was 
Por from being established at that pe. several portions of it 
being in possession of the Spaniards, Montevideo of the Portu- 
guese, =e: the eastern shore under the government of General 
Artigas, who, though independent of the mother country, still 
maintained his independence of the Provinces of Buenos Ayres. 
(Lyman, 425.) 

A short time after the declination of Aguirre’s application, 
David C. De Forrest renewed the consideration of the same claim 
in May, 1818, by soliciting of this Government to be admitted as 
a consul-general. 

The President did not grant the permission, because it was not 
clear that the province even claimed an entire ind dence, 
Buenos Ayres having the intention at that time to offer special 
commercial favors to Spain as a consideration for the relinquish- 
ment of her claims to sovereignty. 

The reservation of ‘‘an indefinite right to grant hereafter special 
favors to Spain for the remuneration of her claims of sovereignty 
left it uncertain whether the independence of Buenos Ayres would 
be complete or imperfect. * * * While the supreme director 
(Puerreydon) was insisting upon this reservation, a mediation be- 
tween Spain and her colonies had been solicited by Spain and 
agreed to by the five principal powers of Europe, the basis of 
which was understood to be a compromise between the Spanish 
claim to sovereignty and the colonial claim to independence. 
(Secretary Adams’s report, [IV American State Papers, 173; Ly- 
man, 427.) 

The following extracts from the diary of Mr. John Quincy 
Adams relate to the attitude of the Executive Government in 1818 
and 1819 toward the Spanish American provinces and especially 
toward Buenos Ayres. (Memoirsof John Quincy Adams, Charles 
Francis Adams. ) 

“January 13, 1818.—Mr. Adams speaks of the President’s mes- 
sage to the two Houses sent in that day, relating to Amelia Island, 
South America, and Spain. Speaking of Clay’s system of opposi- 
tion to the Administration, he mentions a conversation with Craw- 
ford, showing that Clay was anxious toavoid collision if possible 


and proposed to make merely an appropriation for a minister to 
Buenos a On the same day Mr. A: had a long conversa- 
tion with Mr. Aguirre, who urged answers to his demand for the 


acknowledgment of the Government of Buenos Ayres.” 
TV, page 40.) 

** July 25, 1818.—The President gave Mr. Adams two letters to 
read in confidence. One was from. udge Bland at Buenos Ayres to 
J. 8S. Skinner, the postmaster at Baltimore. It contains much infor- 


~ *From 1812 to 1819 the Spanish under General Morillo held Venezuela, 
though Bolivar’s successes im 1817 and 
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mation concerning the state of the country, a decided opinion that 


they will never again submit to the dominion of and an 
opinion equally strong that the Government of the United States 
oughtnot at present to recognize that of Buenos Ayres. Adams 
asked the President whether the other two commissioners enter- 
tained the same opinion as Judge Bland. He said he did not know. 
Adams said m would depend upon that, as Congress would 
doubtless look to their report particularly with a view to the ques- 
tion whether Buenos Ayres was to be cslawtiiohesl or not. The 
President said the commissioners would only state facts and give 
no opinion of theirown. Adams said that would be very well if 
they would state all the facts, but many of those stated by Judge 
Bland, and precisely those upon which the President had made up 
his o — a = a nature ae 2 — and = 
8 , and yet if they were su it wou impossible to 
give a view of the state of things upon which any reliance could 
be based. The President showed some little im of manner 
at _— “wep and passed to another subject.” (Id., pages 117 
an , 

“« July 28.—Calhoun informs Adams that Rodney is of a differ- 
ent opinion from Bland, and so is Brackinridge, the secretary to 
the commissioners; and although no report has yet been made to 
the Government, Rodney and Brackinri idge are filling the news- 
papers with publications to operate upon public opinion in favor 
of recognition.” (Id., page 119). 

‘* November 2.—Adams mentions the displeasure of the President 
in learning that the late commissioners to South America—Rod- 
hey, Bland, and Graham—are so far ae eee in the report 
they are to make that probably no two of m will — upon 
the same. They will make their reports separately. Presi- 
dent hinted that Rodney was under the influence of Brackinridge, 
who was a mere enthusiast, and that his report would be pur- 
posely adapted to the views of Clay and the opposition rather than 
to the views of the Administration.” (Id., page 156). 

** November 4.—Adams speaks again of the lack of harmony 
among the commissioners.” (Id., 159.) 

** November 6.—Cabinet di the propriety of laying before 
Congress an argument to prove the in iency, for present, 
of a public acknowledgment of the Spanish American govern- 
ments. Crawford thought the reports of the commissioners 
should be communicated to Congress and the reasons stated by 


the Executive for still ing theacknowledgment of the rev- 
olutionary governments. r. Aaangtoete there was no objec- 
tion in the ident stating to Congress that he did not contem- 


plateany departure from the impartial neutrality hitherto observed 
in the contest, and referring to the at the commence- 
ment of the last session, he observed that communication to 
Congress of the reports of the commissioners after their return 
naturally followed from the manner in which their mission was 
mentioned therein; and although Mr. Rodney’s report was a per- 
petual argument in favor of the recognition of Buenos A . yet 
the facts disclosed in it, as well as the opinions of the com- 
missioners, afford ample reason for postponing its acknowledg- 
ment. Another reason for was the mediation under- 
taken by the European allies between in and South America 
then in operation, which must fail. That it was our 
true policy to let this expedient have its full effect, and after its 
failure we would be at perfect liberty to oe any of the 
South American governments without coming in collision with 
the allies. Another reason for not ing them at pres- 
ent was that though the Government of Buenos Ayres ed 
to the sovereignty of the whole viceroyalty of the La Plata, yet 
Portugal was in possession of Montevideo, Artigas of the Banda 
Oriental, Paraguay under separate government, and the Spanish 
Royalists in five other provinces.” (Id., pages 165 to 168.) 

‘* December 14.—Adams told Mr. De Forrest, who came the pre- 
ceding May with an application to be recognized as consul-general 
from the Provinces of South America, and who had recently 
renewed the application, that the President considered it would 
be a formal recognition of the Government of Buenos Ayres to 
issue to him an exequatur; that the President thought the time 
had not yet arrived when that recognition ought to take place, 
having in view both their interests and our own: that the Gov 
ment was using their influence to produce a simultaneous acknow!l- 
edgment of Buenos Ayres by other powers as well as by the United 
States; and that when the proper time should come 


edgment would not be withheld.” (id., 190.) 
“January 2 sag Dee to the President draft of his dispatch 


period to recogn Ayres. 
Crawford and Wirt were startled; Adams added that he had 
See eae ion of acknowledging the 
South American Governments as a question of time; that besides 
the return of our commissioners other great changes had occurred 
in that question since lash year; the Sane-tueelt Ueuh tah alageed 
had given additional proof of the stability of the Government of 
ree a aul beets ae eee 
capacity to maintain their independence. Mr. Crawford thought 





acknowledgment was to take place it should be done, not by 
af ~~ an exequatur to a consul, but by sending a minister there. 
Scones the Senate must then act upon the nomination, which wo 
‘give theirsanction tothemeasure. Mr. Wirt added that the House 
of Representatives must also concur by assenting to anact of appro- 
priation. The President, laughing, said that as those bodies } 
the power of impeachment over us it would be quite convenient 
to have them thus ged beforehand. Adams took a different 
‘view. He thought it not consistent with our national dignity to 
be the first in sending a minister toanew power. It had not been 
done by any Euro power to ourselves. If an exchange of 
ministers was to take plaee the first should come from them. In- 
stead of admitting the Senate or House to any share in the act of 
recognition, Adams would expressly avoid that form of doing it 
which would require the concurrence of those bodies. ‘It was, I 
had nodoubt, by our Constitution, an actof the executive authority. 
General Washington had exercised it in recognizing the French 
Republic by the reception of Mr. Genet. Mr. Madison had exer- 
‘cised it by declining several years to receive and by finally receiv- 
ing Mr. Onis; and in this instance I thought the Executive ought 
‘carefully to rve entire the authority given him by the Con- 
stitution and not weaken it by setting the SS. of making 
either House of Congress a party to an act which it was his exclu- 
sive right and duty to perform.’ Mr. Crawford admitted that the 
‘recognition was strictly within the powers of the Executive alone.” 
(1d., pages 205 and 206.) 

In reference to our recognition of the independence of Buenos 
Ayres, Mr. John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State, wrote to 
President Monroe, under date of August 24, 1818: 

In the draft of a letter to Mr. Aguirre * * * I have stated to him the 
Ca en anew ichgnenh at Upsh of ommos Ayres an ianketing the demtar 
ion of the whole viceroyalty of the La Plata. The result of the late cam- 


ign in Venezuela, by comparing the royal and the republican bulletins, has 
=~ so far disadvantageous to the latter that they have undoubtedly failed 


in obtaining possession of any of the coast. y have, therefore, at 
Jeast one more campaign to contest, to go through, for which they will need 
several months of preparation. 


Bolivar oe to have resigned the chief 
military command to Paez, and the army is to be reorganized. But the roy- 
alists do not appear to have gained ong ground. and are evidently too muc 
weakened eir losses to act upon the offensive. In this state the inde- 
pendence of Venezuela can scarcely be considered in a condition to claim the 
recognition of neutral powers. But there isa in such contests when 
the parties struggling for independence have, as I conceive, a right to de- 
mand its acknow ent by neutral parties, and when the acknowledg- 
ment may be granted without departure from the obligations of neutrality. 
It is thes when independence is established as a matter of fact,so as 
leave the chances of the saute party to recover their dominion —— 
desperate. The neutral nation must, of course, judge for itself when t 
riod has arrived; andas the belligerent nation has the same right to judge 
or itself, it is very likely to judge differently from the neutral and to e 
it a cause or pretext for war, as Great Bri did expressly France 
in our Revolution and substantially against Holland. If war thus results in 
point of fact from the measure of recognizing a contested independence, the 
moral right or wrongof the war depends upon the justice and sincerity and 
en with which the ing nation took the step. Iam satisfied 
hat the cause of the South Americans, so far as it consists in the assertion 
of independence against Spain, is just. But the justice of a cause, however 
it may enlist individual feelings in its favor, is not sufficient to justify third 
pores in siding withit. The fact and the right combined can alone author- 
© a neutral to acknowledge a new and disputed soyereignty. The neutral 
may, indeed, infer the right from the fact, but not the fact from the ht. 
If Buenos Ayres confined its demand of recognition to the provinces of which 
it is in actual possession, and if it would assert its entire independence b 


agreeing to place the United States upon the footing of the most-fav 


nation, * * * [should think the time now arrived when its Government 
might be 


ized without a breach of neutrality. * * * (Memoirs of 
John Quincy Adams.) 


No revolutionary movement took place in Peru before 1819- 
20, the landed proprietors, slaveholders, being fearful that a 
change of government would result in a loss of their property, and 
that the contest might end as that of St. Domingo ended. The 
Peruvians even sent an army into Chile in 1813 to reestablish the 
royalist government. General San Martin, a distinguished char- 
acter, with an army from Buenos A , drove out the Peruvians 
in 1821, took Lima and afterwards Callao, the only places remain- 
ing in the possession of the King’s forces. Peru’s independence 
was proclaimed July 5, 1821. (2 Lyman.) 

Chile. 

The first peers of revolution appeared in September, 1810. 
At a meeting of the junta in that year several parties were found 
to exist. One desired absolute independence, another favored 
compromise. Civil strife broke out, and the Royalists won a de- 
cisive battle in October, 1814, but in Feb , 1816, “ the patriots” 
regained Chile by the help of General San in and 2,000 free 
pegtoes from Buenos Ayres. O'Higgins was made supreme direc- 

r, who declared independence January 1, 1818.* (2 Lyman.) 

Attitude of the United States prior to 1822. 


Mr. Lyman says that these revolutionary struggles did not 
awaken any great general interest in our citizens. Our Govern- 
ment was ‘‘left ee course 
of good faith and exact neutrality toward a justice and 

icy toward the colonies.” He says: ‘‘ Neither the vicinity of 
© portions of their respective territories, nor the circumstance 


*In this year was won the decisive victory of Maypo, April & 
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of being members of the ‘same continent, nor the benefit to be 
derived from commercial relations, nor the similarity of their 
sreesiee for independence, appear in the least to have influenced 
the definite arrangements of this Government. On the contrary, 
the business was conducted with the utmost caution and circum- 
spection, and nothing done to give offense to Spain or awaken in 
other nations the slightest suspicion of the loyalty with which 
this country was determined to adhere to its system of neutrality.” 
(423, 424.) 

SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS OF THE UNITED STATES TO SOUTH AMERICA. 

Between 1810 and 1820 the President sent commissioners on 
three different occasions to South America in order to obtain just 
and precise notions of the real situation of affairs there. 


First commission. 


The instruction of Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, to Mr. Joel 
Poinsett, “‘ agent to Buenos Ayres,” is dated June 28, 1810, and is 
found in British and Foreign State Papers, volume 1, pages 1219 
and 1220. His instruction to Mr. Alexander Scott, ‘‘agent to 
Venezuela,” isdated May 14,1812. (Ibid. , 1220-1222; seealso Report 
No. 72, House of Representatives, Twentieth Congress, second 
session, 1829.) Mr. Poinsett’s report on the condition of South 
America, dated November 4, 1818, is contained in American State 
Papers, Foreign Relations, Volume IV, pages 323-348. 


Second commission. 


Some progress having been made by several of the Spanish 
American provinces toward independence, and the representa- 
tions of the colonial agents not being satisfactory, the President, 
in 1817, sent Mr. Theodorick Bland, Mr. Cesar A. Rodney, and 
Mr. John Graham to examine into the condition of Buenos Ayres 
and Chile. 

Mr. Rodney’s report, dated November 5, 1818, is in American 
State Papers, Foreign Relations, Volume IV, pages 217-224; Mr. 
Graham's, of the same date, follows on pages 224-227. Appended 
to these reports is an ‘‘ Historical sketch of the revolution of the 
United Provinces of South America from the 25th of May, 1810, 
until the opening of the national congress on the 25th of March, 
1816. Written by Dr. Gregorio Funes, and appended to his history 
of Buenos Ayres, Paraguay, and Tucuman.” (228-245.) Not- 
withstanding the title, the account comes down to April, 1818. 
There are also other documents attached to these reports—a mani- 
festo directed to all nations by the General Constituent Congress 
of the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata; notes prepared by the 
Secretary of State in the department of foreign relations for the 
information of the President of the United States and placed in 
the hands of our deputies, etc. (See pages 245-270.) Mr. Bland’s 
separate rt, dated November 2, 1818, appears on pages 270- 
312, and is followed by appendices. 

These reports were communicated to Congress November 17 and 
December 15, 1818, 

Third commission. 

In 1820 Mr. T. B. Prevost and Mr. John M. Forbes were sent as 
agents for commerce for Chile and Buenos Ayres. 

Their reports were communicated to Congress March 8 and 
April 26, 1822, and are contained in American State Papers, For- 
eign Relations, Volume IV, pages 818 and 854. 


PRESIDENT MONROE’S MESSAGE OF MARCH 8, 1822, RECOGNIZING THE INDE- 
PENDENCE OF THE SPANISH-AMERICAN COLONIES. 


In replying to the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
January 30, 1822, asking for the reports of our agents to the Gov- 
ernments south of the United States which had declared their 
independence, the President mentioned the following facts as to 
their condition: 

Buenos Ayres assumed that rank (of an independent nation) by a formal 

Jaration in 1816, and had enjoyed it since 1810 free from invasion by the 
parent country. 

The provinces composing the Republic of Colombia, after having separatel 
declared their independence, were united by a fundamental law of the lit 
of December, 1319. 


A strong Spanish force occupied at that time certain parts of the territory 
within their limits, and come a destructive war; that force has since been 
repeatedly defeated, and the whole of it either made prisoners or destroyed, 
or expelled from the country, with the exception of an inconsiderable portion 
only, which is blockaded in two fortresses. * * * Chile declared ‘allepend- 


ence in 1818, and has since enjoyed it undisturbed: and of late, by the assist- 
ance of Chile and Buenos Ayres, the revolution has extended to Peru. * * * 
Itis distinctly understood that the new Government (of Mexico) has declared 
its independence, and that tiere is no opposition to it there nor a force to 
make any. For the last three years the Government of Spain has not sent a 
— corps of troops to any part of that country; nor is there any reason to 
believe it will send any in future. 

His message was accompanied by reports from agents to those 
countries, as follows: 

1. Ext. letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayres, September 2, 1821. 

2. Ext. letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayres, September 11,1821. 

8. Ext. letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayres. October 8, 1821. 

4, Ext. letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayres, October 26, 1821. 

5. Letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayers, November 8, 1821. 

6. Ext. letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayres, November 13, 1821, 
20. Ext. letter from Mr. Prevost, agent to South America, June 
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8. Ext. letter from Mr. Hogan, agent, Valparaiso, August 18, 
1821, 

9. Letter from Mr. Brent, chargé, Madrid, July 10, 1821. 

10. Letter from Mr. Torres, chargé, of Colombia, February 20, 


1i. Letter from Mr. Torres, of Colombia, November 30, 1821. 
12. Letter from Mr. Torres, of Colombia, December 30, 1821. 
13. Letter from Mr. Torres, of Colombia, January 2, 1822. 

14. Letter to Mr. Torres, of Colombia, January 18, 1822. 

‘ 15. Letter from Mr. Wilcocks (concerning Mexico), October 25, 
821. 

Mr. Monroe also laid this same report before the Senate March 
11 (Annals Seventeenth Congress, first session, Volume I, page 284), 
so that ‘‘should Congress entertain similar sentiments there may 
be such cooperation between the two departments of the Govern- 
ment as their respective rights and duties may require.” 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 19, 1822. 

They reported that the President’s message of March 8, and the 
documents accompanying it, having been referred to them, they 
had examined them with “profound attention” and ‘ unani- 
mously” reported the following facts: 

That the provinces of Buenos Ayres, after having, from the 
year 1810, proceeded in their revolutionary movements without 
any obstacle from the Government of Spain, formally declared 
their independence of -that Government in 1816. After various 
intestine commotions and external collisions, those provinces now 
enjoy domestic tranquillity and a good understanding with all 
their neighbors, and actually exercise, without opposition from 
within or the fear of annoyance from without, all the attributes 
of sovereignty. 

The provinces of Venezuela and New Granada, after having 
separately declared their independence, sustained for a period of 
more than ten years a desolating war against the armies of Spain, 
and having severally attained, by their triumph over those armies, 
the object for which they contended, united themselves on the 
19th of December, 1819, in one nation, under the title of the ‘‘ Re- 
public of Colombia.” 

The Republic of Colombia has now a well-organized Govern- 
ment, instituted by the free will of its citizens, and exercises all 
the functions of sovereignty, fearless alike of internal and for- 
eign enemies. The small remnant of the numerous armies com- 
missioned to preserve the supremacy of the parent State is now 
blockaded in two fortresses, where jt is innoxious and where, 
deprived as it is of all hope of succor, it must soon surrender at 
discretion. When this event shall have occurred, there will not 
remain a vestige of foreign power in all that immense Republic, 
containing between three and four millions of inhabitants. 

The province of Chile, since it declared its independence in the 
year 1818, has been in the constant and unmolested enjoyment of 
the sovereignty which it then assumed. 

The province of Peru, situated, like Chile, beyond the Andes 
and bordering on the Pacific Ocean, was for a long time deterred 
from making any effectual effort for independence by the presence 
of an imposing military force which Spain had kept up in that 
country. It was not, therefore, until the 12th of June of the last 
year that its capital, the city of Lima, capitulated to an army 
chiefiy com of troops from Buenos Ayres and Chile, under 

“the command of General San Martin. The greater part of the 
royal troops which escaped on that occasion retreated to the moun- 
tains, but soon left them to return to the coast, there to join the 
royal garrison in the fortress of Callao. The surrender of that 
fortress soon after to the Americans may be regarded as the 
terinination of the war in that quarter. 

When the people of Peru found themselves by this event free 
to express their will, they most unequivocally expressed it in favor 
of independence and with a unanimity and enthusiasm which have 
nowhere been excelled. 

The revolution in Mexico has been somewhat different in its 
character and progress from the revolutions in the other Spanish- 
American eee and its result in respect to the organization of 
its internal government has also not been precisely the same. Inde- 
pendence, however, has been as emphatically declared and as prac- 
tically established since the 24th of August last by the ‘‘ Mexican 
Empire” as ever it has been by the republics of the South, and her 
geographical situation, her population, and her resources emi- 
nently qualify her to maintain the independence which she has 
thus declared and now actually enjoys. 

The committee declared that the people of Spanish America did 
notoriously govern themselves by their own authority and laws, 
and that the right of the United States to recognize the govern- 
ments which they had instituted was incontestible. 

The committee concluded their report with an expression of their 
unanimous opinion “that it is just and e ient to acknowledge 
the independence of the several nations of Spanish America, with- 
out any reference to the diversity in the forms of their govern- 
ments,” and they submitted two resolutions: 

First. That the House ‘“‘ concur in the opinion expressed by the 
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President in his message of the 8th of March, 1822, that 
American provinces of Spain, which have declared their aa 
ence and are in the enjoyment of it, ought to be recognized b 
the United States as independent nations.” This was passed in 
the House March 28, 1822, unanimously with the exception of one 
vote. (Annals of Congress.) 

Second. That the Committee on Ways and Means be instructed 
to report a bill appropriating not exceeding $100,000 ‘‘to enab 
the President of the United States to give due effect to 
recognition.” (See debate thereon, Annals of Congress, Seven- 
teenth Congress, first session, Volume II, pages 1382 et seq.).* 


PRESIDENT MONROE'S MESSAGE TO THE SENATE, APRIL 26, 1822. 


On April 25 the Senate requested the President for information 
“from our minister at Madrid or from the a minister resi- 
dent in this country concerning the views of in relative to the 
recognition of the independence of the South erican colonies, 
Replying on the next day, the President transmitted the Spanish 
minister’s protest, dated March 9, 1822. 

The minister, Don Joaquin de Anduaga, expressed surprise at 
the President’s message of March 8, which he had seen in 
National Intelligencer. He declared that Buenos A was 8 
in the most complete Anarchy, a new despot appearing each day; 
that Peru, conquered by a rebel army, had near the gates of ita 
capital another Spanish army, aided by part of the inhabitants; 
that in Chile an individual suppressed the sentiments of the inhab- 
itants, and his violence presaged a sudden change; that on the 
of Fernia the Spanish banners waved, and the insurgent gen 
were occupied in quarreling with their compatriots; that in Mexico 
there was no government. He inquired: ‘‘ Where, then, are th 
governments which ought to be recognized; where the pledges o: 
their stability; where the proof that these provinces will not return 
to a union with Spain, when so — of their inhabitants desire 
it; and, in fine, where the vient of the United States to sanction 
and declare legitimate a rebellion without cause, and the event of 
which is not even decided?” (IV American State Papers, Foreign 
Relations, 845, 846.) 

The reply of Mr. J. Q. Adams, Secretary of State, dated April 
6, 1822, was also transmitted. 

Mr. Adams asserted that “‘ the civil war in which Spain was for 
some years involved with the inhabitants of her colonies in 
America has, in substance, ceased to exist. Treaties equivalent 
to an acknowledgment of independence have been concluded by 
the commanders and viceroys of Spain herself with the Republic 
of Colombia, with Mexico, and with Peru; while in the provinces 
of La Plata and Chile no Spanish force has for several years ex- 
isted to dispute the independence which the inhabitants of those 
countries had declared.” 

He refused to discuss the details of facts ‘‘ upon which your in- 
formation appears to be materialiy different from that which has 
been communicated to this Government.” (IV American State 
Papers, Foreign Relations, 345, 3.6. ) 

he Senate does not appear to have discussed the message and 
reports, but passed the appropriation bill after a short debate on 
April 29, 1822, 

Mr. Lyman says (Volume I, page 447) that the recognition 
this country was the first, but it was delayed till not a shadow 
hope for therestoration of Spanish dominion remained. The last 
strand had fairly parted, and it had fully ceased to be matter of 
doubt whether injury was done to Spain. 

Under the leadership of Mr. Clay, the House of sentatives 
endeavored, on spend occasions between 1818 and 1822, to 
nize or procure the recognition of the independence of the Sou 
American provinces. 

On March 25, 1818, Mr. Clay offered an amendment to the appro- 
priation bill providing for one year’s salary and an outfit fora 
minister to the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata, the rt 
commence and the outfit to be paid whenever the President 
deem it expedient to send a minister to the said provinces. 

Mr. Clay said, in support of this amendment, that fro:n the 
peculiar character of the American Government there was great 
reason for there being a perfect understanding between the legi 
lative and the executive branches in relation to the acknowledg- 
ment of a new power. Everywhere else the power of declaring 
war rested with the executive; here it was deposited with the leg- 
islative. If there was even a risk that the acknowledgment of the 
new State might lead to war, it was advisable that the step should 
not be taken without a previous knowledge of the will of the 
war-making branch. He wished to give to the President all the 
confidence which he must derive from an unequivocal expression 
of the will of Congress. He was aware that this expression might 
be given in the form of an abstract resolution declaratory of that 
will, but he preferred proposing an act of practical legislation. 

Mr. Forsyth, in opposition to Mr. Clay, not only mentioned th 
absurdity of this method of nabenaeetaletine the ependence 
those provinces, as following it would not be acknowledging their 


* This resolution was unanimously adopted March 28, 1822. 





independence, but asking them to acknowledge ours, but presented 
also this objection: 

fore the President and Senateyvere left to the exclusive management 
oftetoreign intercourse of the United States. M rs were received from 
other powers and sent from this aT? other countries with whom polit- 
ical or commercial interest required us to negotiate. and the House of Repre- 
sentatives contented itself with its constitutional check upon the exercise of 
this authority. satisfied that they could at all times prevent its improvident 
exertion by withhold appropriations from those missions the pu inter- 

anew system — House, 


id not require. This, however, proposes 

of checking, te made to stimulate the executive to a further extension of its 
patro . * * * The suggestion that under the present extraordinary 
circumstances of the war the expression of the public opinion by the repre- 
sentatives of the le ought to precede the movements of the Executive 
was not entitled ft e weight which was given to it. The President does 
not require to be told that the representatives of the people who selected him 
to preside over their Government are prepared at all times and at every 
hazard todotheirduty * * * 


Mr. Forsyth added: 


If our interference is necessary, let us act effectively, eines ie steps 
necessary to be taken and taking the responsibility for the result—claiming 
all the honor and bearing all the disaster. Let us not at least pretend togive 
the Executive a discretion already  — thus ae — - 
bility without adding to our own. (Benton's Abridgment of the Debates of 
Congress, Volume VI, pages 145 and 146.) 


Mr. A. Smyth, of Virginia, said, on March 27, in opposing Mr. 
Clay’s motion: : 


The Constitution grants to the President, by and with the consent of the 
Senate, power to appoint ambassadors and public ministers and to make 
treaties. According to the usage of the Government, it is the President who 
receives all foreign ministers and determines what foreign minister or 
shall not be received. It is by the exercise of some one of these powers, in 
neither of which has this House any participation, that a foreign power must 
be acknowledged. Thus the acknowledgment of the independence of a new 

wer is an exercise of executive authority: consequently, for Congress to 

irect the Executive how he shall exercise this power is an act of usurpation. 
* * * It is for the executive branch of the Government to decide to whom 


and when a public minister shall be sent. * * You 


* possess the power of 


im t, and co uently may discuss and by resolution express an 
opinion on any past act either of the executive or of the judiciary, but you 
have no right to give a direction toeither. The President is res le for the 


roper execution of his constitutional powers; he may be punished for abusing 
Prem or for neglect of his duty. This House is the proper body to prosecute 
him if he ail todohisduty. Weare notin like manner responsible and 
punishable. If we direct the President to do an act, however injurious to the 
nation it may prove, we can not make him responsible. Is it p r thus to 
deprive the people of the security which they have reserved to themselves 
in the President's constitutional responsibility? (Id., 162.) 

Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana, said it could not be otherwise than 
agreeable to the President to know the opinion of Congress on so 
momentous a subject. If that opinion, independently expressed, 
shall concur with his own, he will act conformably to it; on the 
other hand, if, from the position he occupies in the Government, 
from his better information, or from any other circumstances 
unknown to the public, he shall think it best to continue unchanged 
the state of our relations with South America, he will doso.. (An- 
nals of Congress, Fifteenth Congress, first session, Volume II, 
March 26, 1818, page 1526.) 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, considered the course of conduct on 
the part of Congress in this case novel and wholly unprecedented. 

The Constitution has given to Con; legislative powers; to the President 
the direction of our intercourse with foreign nations. Itis not wise for us to 
interfere with his powers. His plans may be di with wisdom; our in- 
terference might destroy them, and perhaps at the moment when they would 
otherwise have succeeded. * * * Weare told by Mr. Robertson that we 
should pursue the course of conduct adopted by eral Washington with 


the ae Republic. Did Congress on that occasion direct the conduct of 


ne ? Did that Congress tell him that he did not understand 
what he ought to do and that they would instruct him? No, sir; they left 
him to exercise the ers vested in him by the Constitution; to the exercise 
of his own jodgmenk. They sustained him by noact. Letus actin like man- 
ner by the present Chief Magistrate. He has not asked for our assistance. 
He has asked no outfit fora minister to La Plata; when he does it will be time 
to consider the subject. (Id., pages 1538 and 1539). 

Mr. Nelson of Virginia expressed views similar to Mr. Smith’s. 
(id., 1596 et seq.) 

Mr. Clay rejoined on the 28th. He contended that though the 
administration of the foreign concerns of the country was con- 
fided to the executive branch, the House also had a participation 
in such matters when called upon to defray the expenses of foreign 
missions or to te commerce; that the Constitution did not 
say which should have precedence, the act of making the appro- 
priation for) aying a minister or the sending of one. Hecontended 
that they should either be simultaneous, or if either had the prefer- 
ence the appropriation should precede the sending. He quoted 
several instances where this been done. The act authorizing 
the establishment of certain consulates in the Mediterranean and 
affixing salaries thereto, in consequence of which the President 
had su uently appointed consuls. He maintained that each 
de ent of the Government must act within its own sphere 
independently and on its own responsibility. He was willing to 
say to the President, ‘‘Here is the money which we alone have 
the right to appropriate which will enable Pte to carry your power 
into effect if it seems expedient to you.” mgress had authorized 
appropriations without any official call from the Executive to do 
So In two recent acts, Volume III of the Laws, page 27, to defray 
the expense of such treaties as the President might deem proper 
to make with certain Indian tribes, and as he believed, in the case 
of the two millions appropriated for the purchase of the Floridas. 
(Id., page 1607.) 
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Mr. Poindexter, of Mississippi, made the point (page 1630) that 
the amendment proposed to vest the President alone with author- 
ity to send a minister. If the object was to place the money at 
his disposal it could be done by simply making that addition to 
the contingent fund, in which case it could be expended or not, 
according to the exigencies which might arise, but if it was 
intended to clothe the President alone with power to appoint a 
foreign minister, it was manifestly unconstitutional. The Presi- 
dent needed no legislation to enlarge his powers whenever he 
deemed it expedient to send ambassadors to foreign countries. 
No such appointment can be made without the concurrence of 
the Senate, and if they approve it the salary and outfit are already 
provided for by a general law, and needs not the aid of a special 
appropriation. The proposition then was nugatory unless consid- 
ered directory of the President on a point of duty devolved on him 
by the Constitution. It was anindirectcensure. Foreign nations 
and — our own citizens would imbibe that impression, and 
the Chief Magistrate would be considered as having incurred the 
frowns of the representatives of the people, whose interposition 
had become necessary to urge that high officer to a faithful dis- 
charge of the trust imposed in him by his countrymen. 

Mr. Poindexter called attention to the communication at the 
pene of the session of the views of the President contained 
in his message on the subject of internal improvements and stat- 
ing that the power to construct roads and canals within the 
respective States was not possessed by Congress, and that he 
would feel bound to withhoid his signature from any bill which 
might be passed establishing a general system of internal im- 
provements. Mr. Clay at that time condemned this peremptory 
expression of executive opinion as an unwarrantable encroach- 
ment upon the freedom of legislation and the privileges of the 
House of Representatives, to whom the right of originating all 
laws was given by the Constitution. It was urged that though 
the President was an integral branch of the legislature, he should 
have reserved his objections until he was called on to act in the 
regular constitutional order of proceeding. Mr. Poindexter in- 
sisted that it equally belonged to the President to originate for- 
eign missions and by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate to appoint ambassadors and other public ministers, yet 
Mr. Clay claimed for the House the coordinate right to institute 
a mission to the Rio de la Plata, and considered it no encroach- 
ment upon the powers delegated by the Constitution to the Presi- 
dent and Senate. 

On March 28 Mr. Forsyth said that all who had addressed the 
committee on the subject desired to recognize the independence 
of the southern countries whenever it could be done consistently 
with our own interests and safety. 

The only difference between us is that we do not wish to precede the proper 
official organ of the nation in order to recognize the independence of these 
countries, and those in favor of the motion wish todoso. (Annals of Con- 
gress, March 28, 1818, page 1637.) 

On the 30th of March, when Mr. Clay’s amendment was under 
reconsideration, having been voted down, Mr. Anderson, of Ken- 
tucky, renewed it in the Committee of the Whole House in order 
to take the yeas and nays. Mr. Spencer, of New York, said: 

1 believe most firmly that we have the constitutional power to legislate on 
this and every other subject connected with our foreign relations or with 
the regulation of commerce. I hold it to bea power concurrent with that 
of the executive branch, and believing it to be one of the most important 


which this Hi I would make a perpetual claim to the right on 


ouse 
every proper occasion, and I would Ms gay it on the records of the nation as 
an ete (id., 1654.) 


evidence of that claim. 


Mr. Clay declared that his amendment, if adopted, would impose 
no obligation on the President, but put in his power to apply the 
same to the purpose specified whenever, he chose to do so, if the 
Senate consented. (Annals of Congress, Fifteenth Congress, first 
session, volume 2, page 1645.) It was defeated 115 to 45 (Id., 1646), 
and again defeated by the same vote on reconsideration (Id., 1655). 

February 5, 1821.—Mr. Clay moved an amendment to the gen- 
eral appropriation bill in order to provide ‘“‘ for an outfit and one 
year’s ry tosuch minister as the President by and with the 
advice of the Senate may send to any government of South 
America which has established and is maintaining its independ- 
ency of Spain.” (7 Benton’s Debates of Congress, 93.) This is 
very similar to the amendment proposed by Mr. Clay March 25, 
1818 (6 Benton’s Debates of Congress, 145), which was voted down 
after long discussion. It in turn was rejected by a vote of 77 to 
78. ‘(Page 94.) 

February 10 Mr. Clay submitted the following resolution: 

That the House of Representatives participates with the people of the 
United States in the moe 4 interest which they feel for the success of the 


8 ish provinces of South America which are struggling to establish their 
liberty and independence; and that it will give its constitutional support 


to the President of the United States whenever he may deem it expedient 
to a the sovereignty and independence of any of the said provinces 
(page 95). 


pg sa to by Mr. Wood: 
1. It made needless professions, and not therefore consistent 
— we t. 

. If it 


any object it was an encroachment on the power of 























































































































































































































































































































































































the executive and might produce collision between the two depart- 
ments of Government, which was much to be deprecated. 

Favored by Mr. Floyd, who referred to an early message of 
Washington to Congress to show that at that time the previous 
consent of Congress was thought necessary to the institution of 
foreign missions. 

Thence and from other considerations this resolution, so far 
from interfering with the executive prerogative, was a fair exer- 
cise of the undoubted rights of the House. 

Also, it was expedient as tending to counteract the policy of the 
Holy Alliance. 

Mr. Archer required a division of the question, so as to take the 
first vote on the first member of the resolution. 

Mr. Robertson deprecated the passage of the whole resolution. 

It was intended to goad the executive into a departure from its 
hitherto wise policy onthissubject. He wasdecidedly opposed toit. 

Mr. Montgomery adopted the view of Mr. Robertson and was 
not convinced that the ple took a deep interest in the matter. 
; Mr. Tyler and Mr. Walker favored both members of the reso- 
ution. 

Mr. Mercer gave reasons for his oogen doubted whether the 
President could recognize the independence of a foreign state by 
receiving a minister without the consent of the House. 

Mr. Clagett, believing that the power of recognition was confided 
to ancther branch of the Government both competent and dis- 
posed to exercise it when proper, and for other reasons assigned, 
Was opposed to the resolution. 

Mr. Cobb considered sound policy against the second portion of 
the resolution, and there was no occasion for passing it. 

Mr. Baldwin objected because it proposed to refer to the Presi- 
dent an act which not he, but all three branches of the Govern- 
ment collectively, should perform. 

Mr. Maclay opposed because the subject had been long before 
the executive and much deliberated upon, and the House, before 
passing such a resolution. ought to be possessed of full informa- 
tion on the subject—of all which the executive possessed and by 
which its course had been influenced—that they might judge 
whether that department had or had not performed its duty. 
Believing it had done so and would hereafter do so, he was against 
the resolution. 

Mr. Stevens defended the constitutional right of the House to 
express.its opinion on any topic of public interest. This would not 
interfere with the executive authority, but facilitate its exercise. 

As to its being a goad to the Executive, there was no reason to 
believe that at this day he was to be driven from his course by any 
such measure. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, op , because it attributed to the 
President the power of recognition, too important to be exercised 
by any authority less than the three branches of the Government; 
because it made the House, incompatibly with the Constitution, 
the adviser of the President; that it made a bad precedent, which 
might be used in future times, through the influence of the Presi- 
dent, in the House; that it proposes that this House shall compro- 
mit its successors, which it could not do and which it was there- 
fore improper to attempt to do. 

Mr. Clay cited the precedent of the resolution of Congress to 
pupport the President in any co uences which might follow the 
dismission of Mr. Jackson, the British minister, some years before. 

He ridiculed the ent that the resolution would encroach 
upon the authority of the Executive. On thecontrary, it assumed 
only a fair responsibility, and added strength to the Executive. 

With respect to the mode of recognition of foreign powers, he 
said that both Con and the Executive had this power, but 
that the most regular, ordinary, and usual course was by the 
Executive, and it was therefore proper to assure him of the sup- 
port of this House, (Page 98.) 

Mr. Sergeant, of Pennsylvania, opposed, among other reasons, 
because— 

i. That it is not a legislative act and is not to lead to one. 

2. That it contains a declaration by which neither the House, 
the President, nor the Senate would be bound. 

3. That it would involve the House in difficulties on constitu- 
tional grounds. 

4. That if Congress wished a recognition, are the power 

ually with the Executive, they should effectuate their wish by 
a heatolahes act. 

&, That if the House expressed its opinion, it should be done 
after due inquiry and examination of facts, none of which had 
been placed before it in anything like official shape. 

6. at the House ought not to lose sight in acts of kindness 
and ions of will to other powers of the duty which 
it o to this nation—to the interests of the people. 

7. That general and vague oral information was not a sufficient 
ground for Congress to act upon, and that if official information 
was before it requiring it to act, its act should be something plainer 
than this and presenting on its face a direct proposition; that its 
not doing so caused it to be more lightly considered and voted 
upon than it ought to be. 
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8. That however independent of the Executive as an individual 
the House might be, yet with respect to the executive as a branch 
of the Government it was important for the House not to disturb 
the harmony of the different d ents of Government as ad- 
justed by the Constitution itself, and that it should not rush from 
its sphere and jostle the others in its course. (Pages 98 and 99.) 

The first member of the resolution was ied, 134 to 12; ied 
member, 87 to 68. (Page 99.) 

February 19, 1821.—Mr. Clay, from the committee to present the 
resolution of the 10th instant to the President, reported that the 
President assured the committee that in common with the le 
of the United States and the House of resentatives he felt great 
interest in the success of the provinces of Spanish America whic 
are struggling to establish their freedom and independence, 
that he would take the resolution into deliberate consideration, 
with the most perfect —— for the distinguished body from 
which it had emanated. (Page 124.) 

; = nuary 31, 1822,—Mr. Trimble offered the following joint reso- 
ution: 

That the President of the United States be, and is hereby, authorized and 
requésted to ae the independence of the of Colombia, 
and by an interchange of accredited ministers to tical relations 
of that Government with the United States on an equal f with those of 
all other independent nations; that such of the Spanish pro in South 
America as have established and are aes Oe ndence of 
Spain ought in like manner to be acknowledged by United as free, 
sovereign, and independent governments. 

— — a + rn a the po yge bo —— on be 
printed. (Annals o ngress, January 31, ; page 854, 

February 11, 1822.—Mr. Trimble’s resolution was committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 
(Annals of Congress, page 982. ; 

The views of the Executive are found recorded in a memoran- 
dum of Mr. Monroe, made while the question was under discus- 
sion in Congress. It is as follows: 


The object of the Executive has been to throw the moral weight of the 
United States into the scale of the revolutionary movement without sucha 
a, compromitment as to make them a _—— on that side. 

ith that view the mission to Buenos Ayres was Sotes, 8 the messages 
to pone ay were drawn, and other measures have been ed, par- 
ticularly the mission of Commodores Perry and Morris to Venezuela and 
Buenos Ayres. With that view was the pets. made to Great Britain 
directly by Mr. Rush, and to France and Russia through their ministers in 
the United States, to the colonies in concert with those po a 
roposition which it was ht would have the best effect in that 
hat is, by throwing our weight into that scale, and in a way to do no 
as it would be a manifestation of respect for as well as of moderation 
on our part. With the same view has the correspondence with the present 
Spanish minister been conducted, as well as the message to Congressannounc- 


A object of the Executive has been to leave the affair where it was placed 
by the attitude assumed in that correspondence and message, to witness its 
effect on S and other powers before other measures be 

It is believed that that attitude would have been perfectly safe, while it 
was undoubtedly very strong and im . The vote of the House of 
resentatives reenforces it, and, bene nee ° at as a measure, ought not 
to be considered in any other light. It ishoped it willnot, Onthatside, 
it must be admitted, is the danger. (Mr. Monroe's without date, sup- 
posed to be 1820 or 1821, Monroe's writings, manuscript, Volume VI, 696.) 

Mr. HOAR. It is true that the time for a full debate of this 
matter, as the Senator from Maine has so well intimated, has not 
arrived. I do not understand that he has by any means said all 
that he will say before the debate is over upon this general ques- 
tion, but at the same time it is perhaps the first considerable dis- 
cussion of the mutter asit now stands with the pending resolution 
which will go out to the country, and what the two tors to- 
day have said will attract attention in the press and from thought- 
fui. students, and will make up public sentiment. Therefore, I 
wish to bring out very distinctly, if I can, by a question to the 
Senator from Maine, whether, in his researches into the history of 
this country for a hundred years, in which we must have oe 
nized foreign governments more than a hundred times, taking 
the numbers of the governments of the world and their political 
changes and revolutions which have established new govern- 
ments—— 

Mr. HALE. Over a hundred. 

Mr. HOAR. There must be over a hundred cases, as the Sena- 
tor says. Is there a single instance where in fact our relations 
with the foreign country have not been determined by the act of 
recognition by the President of the United States and without 
Congress? Has there been a single one? 

My. HALE. As the result of some considerable, and what I 
have tried to make faithful, examination of the subject and of 
what others have done for me, I answer the Senator Massa- 
Cre, ALLEN, As this quest portant and out 

rA ‘ this question is very im n 
to the country to be criticised, I ask the Senator Pg 
whether he will not state to the Senate whether he finds any 
instance in the history of this country where the question of inde- 
pendency was doherainadl to belong to the eueedling department 


bea my 

.- h Shiies bend eeomien tts ir, Hoan] the recogni 
to by the tor use . Hoar , 
tion ee i L, On eee santa cou aie oa 
mitted to, and not questioned. 
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Mr. ALLEN. I think the Senator from Maine does not under- 
stand my question. Ido not contend that the Chief Executive 


instrument through which we must act in recognizing 
of another government; but I do contend that there 
ent to the contrary in the history of this country-—— 

Mr. E. The precedents are all the other way. 

Mr. ALLEN. Wait a moment. I contend that the 


is not the 


wer to 


recognize is a power that must be exercised by the tive 
after action upon the part of the Legislature. 
Mr. HALE. If the Senator will examine the ts, he will 


give up that contention, because heis capable of careful examina- 
tion: he is a lawyer who knows the force of precedent; and he will 


find that in nimeteen cases out of twenty the act of tion 
has been by the President; that Congress has never lifted its voice 


or made a ; and has been made by the act of the 
Executive alone, and exclusively, except in a few cases, asin Jack- 
son’s action in the Texas case w , in his wisdom—I think it was 
wise—when Congress was in session, reserving all the rights of the 
Executive, declaring that he would not assert them, putting it 
upon the question of expediency alone, he did confer with Con- 
gress. All the instances of Congressional intervention in any way 
on this great subject came about in that way and have never 
crystallized themselves into the form of attempting to recognize 
a government as is attempted by the resolutions of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations or the utions of the Senator from Texas. 

Mr. . If the Senator will permit me—and I shall retire 
from the discussion after ing this statement—I desire to state, 
and have it goin connection with the statement of the Senator 
from Maine, that there is nota syllable in the Constitution, from 
its opening to the closing of the amendments, nor in the history 


of the time when it was formed and ulgated, nor is there a 
thing in the genius and spirit of our republican form of govern- 
ment which Semi an in the sli degrees to the careful 
student or thoughtful man to hold that the Chief Executive has 
the exclusive power of recognizing the dence of a country. 
On the other hand, the very atmosphere of the time when the 
Constitution was formed, the very spirit of liberty that was 


breathed by our people, the very genius of our institutions, and 


the language of the Constitution as well as its policy as the known 
policy of this Government is against the usion urged by the 
Senator from Maine. 


Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I do not wish to prolong this de- 
bate this afternoon, as I e to take some part in the di ion 
of the question hereafter; but I think I should like to make one 
observation before the matter from the discussion of the 
Senate to-day in connection with what has been said by the Sena- 
tor from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN}. 

It seems to me that it is utterly incredible that the framers of 
our Constitution should not have expected that the mere act of 
recognition, not as an incident to some other power, should not 
have been lodged in the President of the United States. I hold 
that it is, as everybody will agree, an incidental power, if it exists 
anywhere, to some authority conferred on some ent of the 
Government. Ia and believe that it is an incidental power to 
the power to regulate commerce, which is lodged in Congress; to 
the power to regulate by law the action and conduct of our citi- 
zens in our foreign relations, which, where lawful; we are bound 
to stand by to the extent of going to war for their protection, if 
need be; and I hold that Congress, the lawmaking power, without 
the assent of the President where it is not necessary, where there 
is a two-thirds vote, or where he keeps a bill without his signa- 
ture, may rightfully the action of citizens of the United 
States in regard to the Island or the inhabitants of the Island of 
Cuba in a matter which must necessarily involve the determining 
for all American citizens the question whether that is or is not an 
independent nation. 

The existence of such a power in is no more inconsist- 
ent with the existence of a like power in the President than the 
treaty-making power, lodged in the President with the assent of 
this body, which is a lawmaking power, is inconsistent with the 
ordinary legislative power. The last treaty abrogates all previous 
laws; the last law abrogates all previous treaties where they are 
inconsistent with each other. But with that reservation it seems 
to me utterly incredible that the mere power of ition, of 
establishing the status of a foreign t in its relation to 
our citizens and as a government their conduct, should be 
lodged anywhere else but in the President of the United States. 

It is a very important question if an American ship be in the 
Caribbean Sea and a Cuban vessel — her, claiming that she 
is the tative of an independent power at war with Spain 
and has the right of search, whether that action of invasion of 
our ship oe the resistance to that action is a 
Violation of the law of nations, which is in itself an act in the 
nature of piracy, and perhaps literal piracy. Iam not 
to sny how that is, it is not 
this moment. But suppose that C 
resolution to Cuba and adjourns to-morrow, and day 
after to-morrow the Spanish army captures every insurgent 


in | of 


Cuba, reduces the island to absolute subjection, occupies every 
inch of its territory, and the Spanish law extends over it peace- 
fully and quietly and without farther resistance, is the President 
of the United States obliged to treat Cuba as an independent 
nation for ten months, or until we meet again in December? The 
mere power of determining whether a foreign nation is inde- 
pendent or not is a power which, in the nature of things, must be 
exercised from week to week and day to day, and sometimes even 
from hour to hour. It seems to me, with great deference, utterly 
preposterous to pretend that that is, can be, or ever could be by 
—_ sensible makers of the Constitution lodged in a legislative 

, which some years is in session but three months out of the 

ve. That is the proposition of a naked resolution, which is 
to last not five minutes, but, if it has any power, is to last until 
the Congress that makes it repeals it. 

Now, add to that suggestion of the reason and the necessity of 
the case the further suggestion that for the one hundred and eight 

since the Constitution went into actual operation—it is one 
undred and ten years since it was formed—there has not been a 
instance in all our history, though this very question of 
ity has come up again and again, where our relations with 
ign country, relations which settle the question whether a 
citizen ofthe United States,in the defense of his own vessel and 
of his own deck, is acting lawfully or is a pirate, have not been 
determined solely by the ident of the United States; and never 
in a single instance has Congress exercised the power to do it, and 
never in a single instance has Congress asserted the power to do 
it, although you will find one or two reports in one or the other 
of the Houses where some individual Senator or Representative 
has done so. 

Mr. CHILTON. Mr. President, I have taken occasion to ex- 
amine this question with some care and have listened with great 
interest to the suggestions concerning it made in this Chamber 
to-day. I want to say only a few words about it on this occasion. 

It s not seem to me at all necessary that it shall be held that 
the power to recognize the independence of another nation is 
exclusive in its nature. The fact is that I have reached the con- 
clusion that it is not exclusive in either the Congress or the 
Executive. It has been argued here by several Senators that the 
power of recognizing the independence of another country is 
incidental. That istrue; clearly true. You do not find the ques- 
tion of the recognition of independence or belligerency treated in 
express terms in any of the Federal Constitution. Therefore, 
when you come to find the authority you must locate it under 
some clause of the Constitution which does not refer to it directly. 
Make this search, and where do you find it? The power, it seems 
to me, is incidental to the power to make war and the power to 

te foreign commerce, both of which are vested in the Presi- 
dent, the Senate, and the House of Representatives—that is, in 
the Congress. Again, it is clear to me that it is a power inci- 
dental to the making of treaties, which is vested in the President 
and the Senate. Nor doI feel any doubt that it is a power inci- 
dental to the reception of ambassadors, which is vested in the 
President. 

Senators who have examined this subject can not have failed to 
read the report of John Quincy Adams while Secretary of State. 
What cole say about it? He suggests that the proper method 
of recognizing the independence of another government is by 
treaty, and he calls attention to the fact that the recognition of 
the independence of this very Government of ours was first 
achieved by a treaty made with France. He goes on to set out in 


the same re that he does not maintain that a treaty forms the 
only method of recognizing the independence of another govern- 
ment. 


We all know what a great character in the history of our Re- 
public Mr. Adams proved himself, and yet, occupying the position 
of Secretary of State in the Cabinet of Monroe, he never for one 
moment asserted the pretension that the power to recognize the 
independence of a foreign government was an executive function 
exclusively. 

Mr. E. Did the Senator notice the reference I made to Mr. 
Adams’s action, taking part in the debate, where the resolution 
was modified, giving the discretion absolutely to the President, in 
which Mr. Adams said that it was exclusively an executive matter? 

Mr. CHILTON. Youcan find where the distinguished Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN] made a similar statement on one 
occasion, and yet in his well-considered speech on the Brazilian 
question he maintained the true doctrine that it is a function 
belonging to the Con as well as the President. 

Mr. HALE. As the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLatrT] 
just suggests, the treaty-making power is executive; the Senate 
is joined to the President in executive action. That is not legis- 

ve. 

Mr. CHILTON. I do not say that it is legislative solely, but I 
say it belongs to different departments of the Government. It is 
not that the President of the United States should come 
out with a formal proclamation acknowledging the independence 

another country, If he were to receive an ambassador from the 
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Republic of Cuba, that would constitute a recognition of the inde- 
pendence of that nation. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the Senator from Texas allow me a 
moment? 

Mr. CHILTON. Certainly. 

Mr. MORGAN. My opinion has been quoted here, but the 
quotation does not do justice tomy statement. Whenever I stated 
that the President of the United States had the exclusive right to 
recognize the independence of another country, it was in connec- 
tion with the fact that thatexclusive right wasa right that belonged 
to him ex officio, and did not at all affect the people of the United 
States. I always put that qualification in. It is a mere piece of 
diplomatic authority which he derives under the laws of nations, 
which are recognized in the Constitution. 

Mr. CHILTON. I hope the Senator will not understand me as 
twitting him about his position at all. On the contrary, I was 
merely using that suggestion to illustrate how distinguished men, 
sometimes improvidently, use expressions which do not maturely 
state their real opinions. 

Mr. MORGAN. I would not have made the slightest statement 
in regard to it but for the fact that the Secretary of State is 
reported in the newspapers to have made that quotation upon me, 
as if I had stated it asa proposition of unive law that the Pres- 
ident ot the United States had the exclusive right to recognize the 
independence of a EG? country. As soon as the Senator from 
Texas has concluded, if I can get the floor for five minutes, I want 
to explain that a little further. 

Mr. CHILTON. Iwill explain to the Senator from Alabama 
and to the Senate that he will find in the speech which he made on 
the question of the Brazilian recognition a very fair view of this 
subject. In that speech he states in very clear language the true 
doctrine which governs. 

But I will get back to the report of John Quincy Adams. The 
Senator from Maine has read, and no doubt remembers, that while 
Mr. Adams claims that the a of the independence of 
another country can be most feasibly accomplished by treaty, yet 
there are still other methods of doing it. That is all which is nec- 
essary to be said now, in my judgment. 

In the judicial authorities there is outlined the idea that the rec- 
ognition of independence or belligerency (functions of the same 
general kith and kin) is not an exclusive power of either branch 
of theGovernment. In the well-known case of Kennett vs. Cham- 
bers the court alludes to the recognition of independence as a part 
of the treaty-making power. You can find in other judicial opin- 
ions—one I remember by Mr. Justice Field, when he was on the 
circuit—a reference to the power as one which belongs to the 
executive and legislative departments of the Government. It 
seems to me that is a sound doctrine. If the President of the 
United States should receive an ambassador from the Republic of 
Cuba, that would constitute a recognition of that Government. 
If the President and the Senate should make a treaty in which 
they recognized the Island of Cuba as an independent republic, 
that wont also constitute a recognition of its independence. If 
the President, the Senate, and the House of ene eans or 
Congress, as I should say, should pass a law which recognized the 
independence of Cuba, that, too, would constitute its effective 
recognition. It does not make any difference about the form it 
takes. The distinguished Senator from Massachusetts a moment 
ago seemed to intimate that Congress can do it under the law- 
making power, as under the power to regulate foreign commerce. 
I believe he intimates also that perhaps the President and the 
Senate could do it under the treaty- ing power, but I gather 
that he thinks Congress can not do it - saying it in so many 
words, But, sir, the President’s only authority to recognize the 
independence of another country is inciden It is incidental 
just as the power of Congress to deal with the same subject is 
incidental, and just as the same authority is incidental to the 

wer of the President and the Senate. I maintain and want 

say here—— 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator allow me to put a question there, 
because my mind and his seem to have traveled very much in the 
same channel, so far as I understand the Senator? 

Mr. CHILTON. Thank you. 

Mr. HOAR. Iagree with the Senator that the power of recog- 
nizing a foreign country is incident to certain legislative powers; 
it is incident to certain purely executive powers, as the oe 
and sendi f ors; it is incident to certain powers whic 
are sha y the President and Senate, which are sometimes 
spoken of as executive powers, but are, in strictness, legislative 
powers, because the Constitution, if I remember the phraseology 
correctly, declares that treaties are the laws of the land, and there- 
fore to make a treaty is to make a law of the land. Therefore the 
President and the Senate legislate when they make a treaty, in my 
judgment. But that is a question of name and not of substance. 

But what I want to get the Senator’s view upon, to see whether he 
differs or with me, is, when you are not doing the princi 
thing at all to which this recognition of a foreign government is 
an incident, where there is any power lodged in Congress, then 


to say simply not, ‘‘ We regulate by law the behavior of a citizen 
in Cuban waters in his dealing with Cuba and require him to ob- 
serve the rules which apply to an independent government,” but 
where we say purely an simply, ‘* We recognize the independence 
of Cuba,” and say nothing else, because you have an incidental 

_— to do that when you are doing som: 
usiness to do it, have you a right to declare 
Cuba by the legislative branch of the Government of the country 
and e that an act binding on citizens and binding on other 

departments of the Government? That is the question. 
r. CHILTON. I think so clearly. 

Mr. HOAR. In other words, sareens ae a law declaring 
the independence of Cuba on the 8d day of h, 1897, over the 
er until 


else, and it is your 
dence of 


veto of the President and adjourn and do not come — 

the following December, has the President of the United States, 
for all his constitutional = , got to deal with Cuba as an 
independent power until the first ae of next December, or if 
Spain occupied every foot on that island by the ist of April, has 
the President any right to accommodate the action of Gov- 
—om to that new condition? There is the practical question 

ore us. 

Mr. CHILTON. I want to say, in reply to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, that the President has not any authority 
to do this as the princi ing either. Here is the mistake the 
Senator makes, in my humble judgment. 

Mr. HOAR. I have not said anything about that, and whether 
I have made a mistake or not appear when I have made a 
statement on that subject, which I have not yet done. 

Mr. CHILTON. The Senator seems to think the President has 
some express power to do it, and that the other’ departments of 
the Government have only an incidental power to do it. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not say any such ng. 

Mr. CHILTON. Excuse me. Here is the true tion: The 
President only has the authority to recognize the in ce of 
another country as incidental to his power to receive ambassadors. 

Mr. HOAR. I agree to that. 

Mr. CHILTON. Therefore, if he concluded to issue a procla- 
mation in formal terms and should say, ‘‘ The independence of the 
Island of Cuba is hereby recognized,” Congress can do the same 
thing as one of its incidental powers. 

Mr. HOAR. I hate to interrupt the Senator, because I agree 
with so much that he has said, but I should like, with his leave, 
to put the proposition in my own way. I have sent for a resolu- 
tion, which is now pending in the Senate, introduced by the hon- 
orable Senator from a [Mr. Bacon] and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, of which I am a member, and it is this: 


Resolved by the Senate (the House tee ), That the 
question of the tion by this Government of any as a free and 
independent nation is one exclusively for the determina’ of Congress in 


He eed herthen Maha this ereantt of sovereign does not 
. ve 80" a rr 
tain to the executive ee the Government, penta moo far ibe 
President is, under the titution, by the exercise of the veto, made a part 
of the lawmaking power of the Government. 

I want to understand what the Senator thinks about that. 

Mr. CHILTON. I do not concur in that statement at all. 

Mr. BACON. If the Senator from Texas will permit me, if I 
understand him, he maintains that this is a concurrent power? 

Mr. CHILTON. That is right; a concurrent power, just like 
the powers of the Federal and State courts. 

. BACON. If the Senator will — mea moment further, 

I want to see to what that leads. nder that view, whichever 

wer first takes jurisdiction its action will be legal and binding; 
n other words, whichever makes the recognition first makes a 
valid recognition. 

Mr. TON. Thatis righi—whichever makestherecognition 


first. 

Mr. BACON. One step further, if you please. Therefore, the 
Senator’s contention must necessarily lead to the conclusion that 
where one d ent fails to act the other can act? 

Mr. CHILTON. Not at all. 

Mr. BACON. There is no possibility of an escape from that, 
Where there is a failure to act on the part of one department, 
necessarily when the other acts its action must be valid. 

Mr. CHILTON. The trouble about the Senator’s tion is that 
it confuses two things which ought to be I maintain 
that whenever one of these departments this power as inci- 
dental to some other authority conferred by the Constitution, then 
the recognition iscomplete; but until one or the other does act, the 
other may act. That is the true position, in my a. 

2 a “- AR. To what power is the resolution before the Senate 
inciden 

Mr. CHILTON. It is incident to the power to regulate foreign 
es it is incident to the power to make war—to either of 

em. 

Mr. HOAR. Are we making war or regulating com- 
merce now? It the Senator will pardon me, this is a form of rec- 
ognition by Congress with nothing attached to it, not incident te 
anything, and with nothing incident to it. 
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in the Constitution. Congress, by the Constitution, shall have | longer exists and peace prevails there by the consent of Cuba. 


ower to pass laws to punish violations of the laws of nations. 

herefore we recognize the laws of nations in the Constitution 
itself. That falls in line with a theory of mime, and I take great 
pride in being a devotee to it, which is that the Government of 
the United States, in all its external functions, powers, relations, 
and duties, is the equal of any other government in the world. 
It has all the power of an extraterritorial character of any other 
government in the world. How does it get those powers? By 
placing itself amongst the family of nations and accepting in its 
Constitution all the laws of nations. 

The Constitution oays that the executive power is devolved upon 
the President of the United States, and further it says he s 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed. What laws? In- 
ternational as well as local—ali laws that bind the people of the 
United States, and all laws that make for their advantage. The 
President shall see that they are faithfully executed. Now we 
come to what the laws of nations prescribe or permit in respect, 
for instance, of the reception of foreign ministers. They permit 
and they prescribe that one holding credentials to a foreign gov- 
ernment, no matter where that government may be, from another 
government, shall present his credentials to the diplomatic head 
of the country, whether that may be a sovereign who has the right 
to send an ambassador abroad or a limited sovereign who has not 
that right perhaps as an individual or as a personal sovereign right. 
It makes no difference what the character may be, whoever repre- 
sents the diplomatic powers of the government, as they are recog- 
nized under the laws of nations, is the proper person to whom 
those credentials shall be presented. 

After we did that in our Constitution, we commenced to put 
restrictions upon the President of the United States. He shall 
exercise his function of executing the laws of nations, but Con- 
gress has the right to laws to inflict punishment for a viola- 
tion of the laws of nations. Congress has the right to repeal the 
laws of nations so far as they affect our pee. —— did it 
when it passed all this series of acts under which we have had so 
much commotion lately in respect to the security of foreign 
countries because of the disposition of our own people to go out 
and raid and furnish others with military munitions and sup- 
plies. Congress has exercised that function beyond the function 
and power and scope of the laws of nations. e have gone fur- 
ther than the laws of nations in that particular. 

I come back now to the simple ———. What, then, is the 
office of the President of the United States in respect of the recog- 
nition of a foreign government? So far as it relates to any execu- 
tive function of his, he has the right and must have the exclusive 
right, but when by such a recognition he wants to change the 
inthe or status between us and any other country, there 
power stops. He can bow a minister into the doors of the Govern- 
ment; he can pass upon his credentials; he can welcome him to 
our shores; he can throw around him the wegis of the protection 
of this Government, but he can not compel us to respond to that. 
He can not compel us in any legislative sense to recognize the 
combination of those threeGovernments constituting the Central 
American Greater Republic—not at all. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to put a question to the Senator 
from Alabama right here, which seems to be the proper point in 
his argument. desire to put this illustration, if the Senator 

leases: We recognize Cuba by joint resolution passed over the 
esident’s veto, or it becomes a law by his retaining it in his 
pocket ten days, or in any other way. In the meantime Spain 
makes war upon us. We declare war on her and adjourn on the 
4th of March. Now, there is Cuba recognized as a free and in- 
dependent nation, if the act of Congress can do it, without the 
President's action, and there is in at war with us. 

Spain conquers Cuba; the re submit, and she takes posses- 
sion of every part of the island the ist of See not 
being in session, and it becomes a of supplies and of warlike 
operations against us. Is the President the United States 
bound, until we get together in December and repeal our action, 
te treat Cuba under those circumstances as a friendly nation 
which we shall not attack or fight with? 

Mr. MORGAN. Ithink I can answer the question by a very 
simple illustration, which I think the Senator will admit to be a 
correctone. Ifatany time — period between the adjourn- 
ment and the next meeting of Congress, and before we changed 
our attitude, after we had recognized the Republic of Cuba by a 
joint resolution of the two Houses of Co: in the most formal 
possible way, _ bearing the of the Republic of Cuba should 
enter the port Boston, the rs of the port would be com- 

elled to recognize her not merely as belon to a government, 

ut as belonging to a friendiy government, to give her hospi- 
tality and all that. It woul a law passed by which 
hinds all officers of the United States until it is repealed. 

Mr. HOAR. Including the President? 

Mr. MORGAN. Now, suppose, as the Senator says, the next 
fey after we adjourn Spain overwhelms Cuba; they make peace; 


subjugation comes, and all that, so that the revolution no 


r. % President fit out an expedition during that 
Mr MO AN That depends the power. 
. . upon war-making . 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that. 

Mr. MORGAN. Oh, yes; if we are at war it changes the whole 
relation of the United States. When we areina state of war with 
Spain about Cuba or anything else every man in the United States 
“= law an enemy of every Soulard in the world. 

tr. HOAR. Exactly. 

Mr. MORGAN. His status is fixed by law. But the state of 
war, as itis known to the law, is utterly different from the state 
of peace, and the rules of law applicable to war do not apply at 
all to a state of peace. Idid not remember that that was 
in the Senator’s question. So the other one is y plain. 

I will su that we are not at war, but t we have recog- 


nized the independence of Cuba. has adjourned. Spain 
and Cuba are at war. Spain overwhelms Cuba. Cuba makes 
peace,surrenders, and submits. Until the law 


if a ship comes into a port of the United States bearing the fag of 
the Republic of Cuba, we are bound to respect-it, and so is 
officer, because the laws of the United States are paramount, ao 
oo there watil they are 
. HOAR. We are bound, the Senator would say, to give the 

dor Gah sotcongh 6 ta tn tho geumaten ed UO eam oe 
or : ugh i possession 8 
stores would at once become supplies of war against us. 

Mr. MORGAN. Exactly so, unless the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury has some latitude in the regulations he may form which 


would relieve him of the difficulty. per ens yr aaa 
he has, and I believe he has, al Iam not quite sure of it. 
But in a case of that kind I Secretary of the Treasury 


would have some power of regulation that would relieve the coun- 
nget the anomalous embarrassment and situation. 
. SHERMAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 
Mr. BACON. Will the Senator from Ohio yield to me before 
: ‘the line joi 


rgia 
Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly, for one moment. 
Mr. BACON. I merely wish to ask that the joint resolution 
introduced by the Senator from Texas may jie on the table, in 
order that on Wednesday morning next at the 


The SmoretTary. A bill (H. R. 3656) 
steads on the public lands in Oklahoma 
bona fide antion.eod reserving the public lands for that 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A from the House of esentatives, by Mr. W. J. 
a Chief Clerk, anno that the woos had 
the bill (S. 1726) to approve and the construction of a 


across the nen ——— as ee, 
ep ee town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on ver, 
aa ohn ws 5 the ana and Forth Hallway Compan 
ando: y the Texar 4 y, 
and to authorize the latter company to maintain said over 
said waterway, subject to certain stipulations and conditions, with 


- amendment in which it requested the concurrence of the 
nate. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 


Theausnenge sierennennees ane Ss of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; they were 
signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (H. R. 8877) granting a pension to Henderson Marple; 

A bill (H. R. 5407) to remove the ae desertion now stand- 
i inst Oscar A. Bulette, known in 


against military title as Aus- 
tin Balette, late private in Company E, Fifty-second MDlinois 
Infantry Volanteers, during late war; 
‘A bill (H.R. 7777) to au the Secretary of the Navy to 
furnish condemned cannon to Fort Thomas, Ky.; and 
A ie co eeenerenie of lands in Greer 


| oe te ve preference rights to and for other 
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USE OF MONEY IN ELECTIONS. 


Mr. ALLEN. With the consent of the Senator from Ohio, I 
desire to ask unanimous consent to have printed in the RecorD 
a careful analysis of the vote at the recent election as bearing 
upon the result of the Presidental election in support of the reso- 
lution introduced by me a week or two ago. 


Mr. What is the paper? 

Mr. ALLEN. It is an analysis of the Presidential vote of the 
United States, and is very brief. 

Mr. HILL. Who makes it? 

Mr. ALLEN. It was prepared by Mr. Emerson, a very com- 


etent gem i . 
. Mr. I object. Let it be printed a’ a document. Ido 
not believe oa REcoRD with everybody's effusions. 

Mr. ALLEN. I am willing to take it as a document, by the 
grace of the Senator from New York. 

Mr. HILL. I have no objection to that. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The paper will be printed as a docu- 
ment, in the absence of objection. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I renew my motion for an executive session. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After one hour and twelve min- 
utes spent in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 
5 o'clock and 47 minutes p.m.) the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow, Tuesday, January 12, 1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate January 11, 1897. 
PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. 

Capt. William T. Sampson, United States Navy, to be Chief of 
the Bureau of Ordnance, in the Department of the Navy, from the 
28th day of January, 1897. 

Commander J: B. Coghlan, to be a captain in the Navy, 
from the 18th day of November, 1896, vice Capt. Alfred T. Mahan, 
retired. 

Lieut. Commander William I. Moore, to be a commander in the 
Navy. from the 18th day of November, 1896, vice Commander 
Joseph B. Coghlan, promoted. 

P. A. Engineer William N. Little, to be a chief i in the 
Navy, from the 14th day of December, 1896, vice Chief Engineer 
David Smith, retired. 

Asst. Engineer Cleland N. Offley, to be a passed assistant engi- 
neer in the Navy, from the 14th day of December, 1896, vice P. A. 
Engineer William N. Little, promoted. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Pay Department. 

Lieut. Col. George William Candee, ty paymaster-general, 
to be assistant paymaster-general wits thee rank of colonel, Jan- 
-— 7, 1897, vice Canby, retired from active service. 

aj. Alfred Elliott Bates, paymaster, to be deputy paymaster- 
general with the rank of lieutenamt-colonel, January 7, 1897, vice 
Candee, promoted. 





POSTMASTER. 


August Pein,to be postmaster at Eureka, in the of Mc- 
Pherson and State of South Dakota, in the place of Frank H. 
Hooper, whose commission expired January 6, 1897. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 11, 1897. 
The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. Coupen. 


‘The Journsl of the proceedings of Gatusday tact was read and 
appro 
PACIFIC RAILROAD FUNDING BILL. 

The SPEAKER. The first business under the special order is 
the vote upon the various connected with the bill 
H. R. No. 8189. The Chair to state the condition of affairs 
to the House. As the Chair understands it, there are no amend- 


in the ju t of the House, the position it ought to take; and 
there will be no vote upon the other substitute. “If 
of the gentleman from Texas is not adopted, then the es will 
recur with regard to the first substitute. That will then be voted 
nn The Chair has an idea that is the understanding of the 
ouse and that that will do justice to the condition of the bill. 
Mr. POWERS. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is mistaken in saying that there 
are no amendments to the original bill. There are committee 


amendments that have been adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole. There were no amendments pending in the Committee of 
the Whole. The question will be taken first on the committee 
amendments to the origina] bill. 

Mr. POWERS. I rise toa iamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. POWERS. I apprehend the Chair isin error as to the status 
of the two substitutes. The substitute offered by the gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. BE] is offered as a substitute for the substi- 
tute offered by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Harrison]. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. And for the bill. 

Mr. POWERS. And for the bill. It is first a substitute for the 
proposition of the gentleman from Alabama, not, as I understand, 
antagonizing the bill in the first instance, but first antagonizing 
the substitute of the tleman from Alabama. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that the amendment 
offered to the other substitute is in the nature of asubstitute itself, 

Mr. POWERS. Itis. The amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. NortHway] practically substitutes one sec- 
tion for another, if my understanding is correct. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. There are four sections in the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Harrison], and I 
propose to amend only two of those sections. Mine is an amend- 
ment to the substitute. 

Mr. TERRY. A parliamen inquiry, Mr. Speaker. I under- 
stood the Chair to announce a while ago that there was only one 
amendment, an amendment to the substitute of the gentleman 
from Alabama. As I understand it, the Committee of the Whole 

ted certain amendments. 

SPEAKER. The Chair corrected his original statement. 
The Chair had been told that there were no pending amendments, 
and technically there are no pending amendments in the sense of 
their a nding in the committee. The Chair subsequently 
announ that there were amendments made in Committee of 
the Whole on which the vote would first be taken. The gentleman 
from Vermont {Mr. Powrrs] seems to think that the Chair is 
misinformed as to the order of the substitutes. 

Mr. POWERS. I beg the Chair’s pardon—not as to the order, 
but as to the form in which the substitute of the gentleman from 
Texas was ordered. The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Harrt- 
SON] first offered his substitute. The gentleman from Texas, 
of course, would have no parliamentary status to offer an inde- 
pendent substitute to the bill, but he could offer his amendment 
as a substitute for the substitute proposed by the gentleman from 
Alabama, and he did so offer it in form. 

The SPEAKER. Wasthat done by unanimous consent? 

Mr. DOCKERY. It was. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from Vermont read the 
form im which the substitute of the gentleman from Texas was 
offered? The Chair was informed that the way in which the con- 
sent of the House was given was as the Chair stated it. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Here is what took place. I read from 
page 619 of the REcorD: 

Mr. Beut of Texas. Mr. Chairman, the other day I had printed in the 
RECORD a substitute which I now ask unanimous consent to offer as a sub- 
en all for the substitute of the gentleman from Alabama and for the pend- 

The SPEAKER. If by consent of the House the proposition 
was offered asa substitute for the substitute of the gentleman 
from Alabama, then it will have to be voted upon as such. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. And also, by consent of the House, it was 
offered as a substitute for the pending bill. 

The SPEAKER. It can not be both. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. It can by unanimous consent, can it not? 

The SPEAKER. It makes very little difference, inasmuch as 
it was all done by consent of the House. ‘ 

Mr. BELL of Texas. When I offered my substitute, the Chair 
stated it in this way: 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. Bei) asks permission 
to offer a substitute, which has already been printed in the Recorp, and 
which he now sends to the Clerk’s desk—a substitute for the subetitute 
offered by the gentleman from Alabama. Is there objection to the substitute 
of the gentleman from Texas being considered as pending? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. POWERS. That is correct. 

TheSPEAKER. The first question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ments of the committee adopted in Committee of the Whole. If 
no separate vote is asked for, the Chair will put the question on the 
amendments as a whole. 

Mr. POWERS. Those amendments are entirely satisfactory to 
the committee, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr.RICHARDSON. Mr.S 
amendments to the original bill. 

The SPEAKER. They are amendments to the original bill. 

The amendments were adopted. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now upon the amendment of 
the — from Ohio [Mr. NortHway] to the substitute of- 
f by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Harrison]. The 
Clerk will report the amendment. 
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The amendment of Mr. NorTHWAY was read, as follows: 
Strike out all of section 1, after the words “ Section 1,” and insert the fo - 


low ing: 
be named, one each, 


‘That a commission consisting of three persons, to 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of the Interior, and Attorney- 
General, shall be constituted, with full power tosettle, adjust, or compromise 
the indebtedness of any and all of the bond-aided Pacific rail to the 
Government of the United States upon such terms and in such oaeer as 
may be agreed upon by such road or roads and such commission: 
That any and all settlements thus made shall be submitted in Seda 
President for his “P roval or disapproval, and when approved by 
be binding as a valid agreement.” 

Ip lieu of section 4 favor’ the following: 

“Sec. 4. That each of said commissioners shall receive pay at the rate of $30 
per day for the time necessarily spent by them as such commissioners, and 

he sum of $15,000, or so much thereof as may be needed to pay such commis- 
sioners and to pay the expenses incident to such settlement and to carry out 
the provisions of this act, is hereb moe $ appropriated out of any funds in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropria 

The amendment was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on the substitute of 
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. BELL] for the substitute offered 
by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. RRISON 

The question being taken, the Speaker dec 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 71 members voting therefor. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, aparliamentary aeyeiey Of course 
I shall vote against both substitutes, but should liké to know, for m 
own guidance, whether, if the Bell substitute is adopted, that 
not eliminate the Harrison substitute from further consideration? 

The SPEAKER. It will. The question will then come upon 
the adoption of the substitute of the gentleman from Texas [ 
Be] for the original bill. The question now is on the adoption 
of a substitute of the gentleman from Texas for the substitute of 
the gentleman from Alabama. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 110, nays 157, not 
voting 88; as follows: 


: that the noes 


YEAS—110. 
Abbott, De Witt, Leonard, Snover, 
Aldrich, T. H. Dinsmore, Lewis, 8 
r Dockery, Linton, 
Doolittle, Livingston, 
Ellett, Martin, 
Erdman, McCulloch, 
pectiete. Ga. Fairchild, McDearmon, 
Belkna Fenton, 
Bell, Calo. 


Fitzgerald, 
Bell, Tex. Foss, 
Bingham, Grout, 


Blue, Hager, 
Boatner. eines, Nebr. 
Burton, ‘Mo. Hall, 

lardy. 


Hart, 
Howard, 
Howell, 
opens, 


Hutcheson, 
Johnson, Ind. 
Jones, 
Kem 
risp, Kendall, 
Crowther, Kirkpatrick, 
Culberson, Kleberg, 
Curtis, Kans. Lacey, 
Danford, rs ON 
NAYS—157. 
Adams, <i Hyde, 
Aitken Dalze Je 
Allen, Utah. 
Anderson, 
Apsley, 
Arnold, Pa. 
Arnold, R. L 


At twood, 
Avery, 
Babcock 


So the substitute of Mr. BELL of Texas was rejected. 

Mr. of Nebraska. My CONES. Mr. ANDREWS, was 
suddenly called to Chicago yesterday b OF eee a telegram announcin 
what is feared may be the fatal illness I therefore as 
that he be e from this vote and eee he have leave of ab- 
sence for oan Sore. 

The SP. Without objection, the request will be granted. 

There was no objection. 

The following pairs were announced: 

Until further notice: 

Mr. MILLIKEN with Mr. Money. 

Mr. HANLY with Mr. Moss. 

Mr. HeMENWAY with Mr. Miner of New ae 

Mr. WooMER with Mr. SHaw. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. Sora. 

Mr. Watson of Indiana with Mr. MEYER. 

Mr. CLARK of Missouri with Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi. 

Mr. Hirt with Mr. McRag. 

Mr. Cousins with Mr. McLaurin, 

Mr. TRACEWELL with Mr. Russe. of Georgia. 

Mr. Huuick with Mr. Yoakum. 

Mr. Kup with Mr. Srrair. 

Mr. Henry of Indiana with Mr. Srrowp of North Carolina, 

For this day: 

Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois with Mr. MILzs. 

On this question: 

. LEISENRING with Mr. BisHop. 
. LOUDENSLAGER with Mr. TUCKER, 

Mr. Brown with Mr. LitTTLe. 

Mr. Hur.ey with Mr. Fow.er. 

Mr. Lorm™eER with Mr. SHUFORD. 

Mr. Crump with Mr. Mappox. 

Mr. GROSVENOR with Mr. ACHESON. 

Mr. McCatt of Massachusetts with Mr. WILson of South Care- 
lina. 


Mr. Wooparp with Mr. SKINNER. 

On this vote: 

Mr. BouTELLE with Mr, SIMPKINsS. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on the substitute of 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. N]. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Can we have that substitute read? 

Ths SPEAKER. Without objection, the Clerk will read the 
substitute. 

The proposed substitute of Mr. HARRISON was read, as follows: 


RE ee er ee ee the following, 
“SECTION 1. That ie Soceaters, st the Treasury, the 


Interior, and the ao ere ig mies afc, be, and 
Te Bote Soverumen 


ral, an 
they are pet. nt canta aie 
edness of all the bond-aided Pacific 
ge Sr occad & ouch anaes ee 
railroads: ts thus 


(Seca heater ame 


or any mem of Coan rae author- 
ized and empowered to administer oaths, 1 compel the attend- 
ance and take the ee: and compel Sal all papers 


and documents needed 

of sg0.& That said aetna 

of making su a or 
report, to 


be ngoeaat'y OF D sf atau ntand to 
satoree prt naar 
the sum of $5,000, or much thereof as may be necessary, 
yippropeia cut of any funds in the Treasury not other. 
wise appropria expenses of said commission in carrying 
out the provisions ar 


The question ha been put, 
The SPEAKER. panes nate tbtele a 


Mr. HARRISON. ee ee eee ae 
The question being taken on ordering the yeas 
were—ayes 47 


vs and nays, there 
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The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, not a sufficient 
number have voted to order the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HARRISON and Mr. HOPKINS, Let us have the other 
side. 

The negative vote having been taken on ordering the yeas and 
nays, there were—ayes 47, noes 127. 

0 (one-fifth voting in favor thereof) the yeas and nays were 



































































































The SPEAKER. After the bill has been ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time that motion will bein order. And the next 
question is upon ordering the bill to its engrossment and third 


Mr. BOWERS. On that question I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 103, nays 168, not 





ordered. voting 84; as follows: 
The rey was taken; and there were—yeas 55, nays 214, not YEAS—103. 
voting 86; as follows: A Crowley, Hooker, Powers, 
YEA Af = Culberson, Huling, uigg 
5-8. Aldrich, T. H. Curtis, Iowa Hunter, aney. 
Abbott, Fletcher, Lewis, teele, Apsley, N. ¥. Jenkins, Reeves 
Bankhead, Grout, cCreery: Ky. tone, C. W. Arnold, Pa. Dalzell, Johnson, Cal. Robinson, Pa. 
Barham, Hager, eCulloch, trong, Arnold, R. L Daniels, Kirkpatrick, Royse, — 
Bartlett, Ga. er, Nebr. Sepearesen, bert, Atwood, ayton, Knox, Rusk, 
Bell Tex. Hall, Ewen Terry, Avery, Doss ; Kyle, Russell, Conn. 
tner Harrison, MeMillin, Thorp, E Dovehér, Layton Sherman. 
Clarke, Ala. Hermann, Minor, Wis. Turner, Va. Bankhead, Draper, Leighty. Smith, Il. 
Cooper, Fla. Hopkins, Neill Updegrad, Barne Evans, Linton, Southwick 
Cox, Howe, N orthway, an f Bennett, Faris, Long , Spencer. : 
Dinsmore, Hubbard, Otey, alker, Va. rry Fischer, Low, Sperry, 
Doolittle, Hutcheson, Otjen, anger, Bouteile, Foote, Mahon Stahle, 
Ellis, Johnson, Ind. Owens, White, Brewster Gardner. Nell Stone, 0 
. 4 McClellan, Stone, C. W. 
Erdman Kleberg, Pendleton, Wood. us, illet, N. Y. i sul 
~. ) g ¥. eredith Sulzer, 
Fitzgerald, Lacey, 8 illett, Mass. iller, W.Va _—= Taft, 
NAYS—214. eeeeepend, Grow nel Thomas, 
nno rman, y y ; 
Adams, Curtis, Iowa Joy. ey, Catching Hardy, Mozley Wataworte : 
Aitken, Curtis, Kans, vi Chicke bi Harmer, Murray Watson, Ohio f 
Allen, Utah partie Y¥. endall, char Clarke, Ala. Ha Odell,’ Weilington i 
Anderson, Dalze iefer, ker, Cobb, Henderson, Overstreet, Wilson, N. ¥. 
Apsley, Danford, Kirkpatrick, rtson, La. Codding, e , Conn. Patterson Woodmaa 
Arnold, Pa. Daniels, Knox, Robinson, Pa. Connolly, Hovtas Payne ? Wright t 
Arnold, R. L Dayton, Kyle, se, wen Hin. cole," . 
Atwood De Armond, Latimer. 4 ‘ ; Se 
’ ’ . NAYS—168. 
Baleoak, pe tt, yawns, = Conn. Abbott, Dolliver, Lacey, Rinaker, 
Bailey, Dockery, Leighty Scranton, Allen, Utah Doolittle, Latimer, Robertson, La. 
Baker, Kans. Dolliver, Leonard, Shafroth, Anderson, Eddy, Lawson Sayers, 
Baker, N. H. Dovener, Lester, Sherman, Bailey, Ellett, Leonard, Scranton, 
Barney, Draper, Linney, Simpkins, Baker, Ellis, Lester, Shafroth, 
Bartholdt. ; Linto Smi Baker, N.H, Erdman, Lewis, Shannon, 
Bartlett, N. Y. Ellett, vingston, mover, Barham, Fairchild, Liuney, Simpkins, 
Beach, Evans, . thard tholdt, Fenton, Livingston, Smith, Mich. 
Bell, Golo. Fairchild, ad, Southwick, ott, Ga, pitegerald, pean, Snover, 
Bennett, Faris, Low, Spalding, Bartlett, N. Y. feet, my Soulaien 
. oss, . ng, 
Bingham, ee y ss lkna dle, Sooue s —~ — 
Black Foote. . Mahon, - . ll, Colo. ibson, Martin, Stallings, 
Blue, : Foss, ’ Marsh, > ll, Tex. Grout, McOleary, Minn. Steele, 
Boutelle, Gamble, phenson. ham, rags. McClure, Stephenson 
wers, Minn. eeere E ner, Nebr. McCormick. Stewart, Wis. ; 
Brewster, { ‘ ‘cClellan, oes Blue, Hall, ; cOreary. Ky. Stokes, ; 
Brodonies, tg — Soe Wr a. ther, Harrison, cCulloch, Strode, Nebr. | 
Bromwell, Gillett, Mass. cLac Strode, Nebr were, Hart, McDearmon, Swanson, 
Brosius, row, eikle} Sulser Broderick, Hartman, McEwan, Talbert, ; 
Buck, terman. ercer Swanson, Buck, Heatwole, McLachlan, Tate, 
Bull, Heemer. Meredith Taft Burrell, Hendrick, McMillin, Tawney, 
Burrell Hart. , r. W.Va. Tate. Burton, Mo. Hermann, Meiklejohn, Tayler, 
Burton. Mo. Hartman, a Tawney, Burton, Ohio Hicks, Mercer, Terry, 
Burton, Ohio Hatch, tche Tayler. Clardy Hilborn, Milnes, Thorp, 
Calder Heatwole, y; Thomas, Cockrell, Hopkins, inor, Wis. Towne, 
‘annon, Henderson, Towne Cook, Wis. Howard, oody, Tracey, 
Hendrick Mozley. y, Cooke, Il. Howe Neill, Treloar, 
Chicke: Henry Conn. Murray Treloar r, Fla. Howell, Newlands, Turner, Ga. 
‘lardy, Hepburh, ewilant Turner. Ga. Cooper, tx Hubbard, Northway, Turner, Va 
Hi dacll, Cooper, Huft Ogden, Tyler," 
Cock: : r ull, y ¥ 2 ; 
Coriding’ oo Ogden. t, Van Voorhia, Cox, Hutcheson, Otjon, Ven Een, 
Co Hooker. Parker. . Crisp, Hyde, Owens, Walker, Va. 
Connolly, Howard, Patters Watson. 0 Crowther, Johnson, Ind. Parker, Wanger, 
Cook, Wis. Howell, Payne Welling’ n, Cummin, Johnson, N. Dak. Pearson, Warner, 
Cooke, Il. uff P mn, Will Curtis, Tees. Jones, Pendleton, Washington, 
per, Tex. . Perkins, illis, Danford, Joy, Perkine, White, 
r,W' H Pitney. — Idaho De Armond, Kem, Pitney, Williams, 
Cor Tans Poole” Wilson N De Witt, Kendall, Prince, Willis, 
: Hyde, , owers, ilson, Ohio Dinsmore, Kiefer, Page. Wilson, Idaho 
Orotley, cas, sy Weeks Dockery, Kleberg Richardson, Wood. 
> Tr, Johnson, 8, Wright. NOT VOTING—44. 
Culberson, ee. N. Dak. h, Acheson, r Griia, Sa cg Show, . 
ones, ’ ich, W. f. wold, cLaurin, Shuford, 
‘ NOT VOTING—86 Aldrich, TL Grosvenor, secline, inner, 
. ; Allen, Miss. Hadley, eyer org, 
Acheson. riffi ‘cCall iles,” ste 
Aidrich,'T.H, Griswold, MeCormick, © Shuford Baer, Ma. ik Mie.Ken  Geeewae 
Aldrich, W.F. | Grosvenor, MeLaarin, Skinner, tt Heiner, Pa. Milliken Strait. 
Aldrich, Il. Hadle ’ . . i . § 
All y, cRae, Smith, Mich. h Hemenway, Miner, N. Y. Strong, 
al any, me” Sorg, Bromwell, Henry, In Mondell, Strowd, N.C. 
4 EL ’ Stewart, N. J. wn, Hitt, Money, Sulloway, 
2 Heiner Pa Miller, Kans. — a "0, ey ak $oses, quacewell, 
: ee N. Clark, Iowa urley, urphy, ucker, 
| eng SG ae > A Sulloway, k, Mo. Kerr, Moonen, Walker, Mass. 
— nom Hit ry, ondell, we ffin, Kulp. Phillips, Watson, Ind. 
B , i wiiok, Haney, + er, Colson, Lefever. Pickler, Wheeler, 
oak. ww urns, Murphy, Walker, Mass. oo Dp, Littl - — : Wilecn’ Ohio 
’ oonan, atson, Ind. ey, rimer, Reyburn. Wilson, 8. C. 
Colson, + Phillips, Wheeler, Fowler, Loudenslager, Russell, Ga. Woodard, 
Cowen," Leisenring, con Wile: Pad Goodwyn, Maddox, | Sauerhering, Weomer, . 
Little. 3 all, Mass. s e, oakum. 
Dingiey, Lorimer. porbern, Woon So the House refused to order the bill to be engrossed and read 
Fowler, Loudenslager, Sauerhering, Yoakum. a third time. 
Goodwyn, Maddox Settle, The announcement of the result was received with applause. 
raff, . , ap : 
So . HUBBARD. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ascertain now if a 
the substitute of Mr. HARRISON was rejected. motion to reconsider and lay on the table would be in order. 


The SPEAKER. It would. 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote taken and to lay that motion on the table was adopted. 


Mr. H ARD. I rise toa parliamentaryinguiry. I wish 
‘be informed by the Chair whether thie the eae iit ee 
&@ motion to recommit. 
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690 CONGRESSIONAL 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, this being the day set apart by 
the rules forthe consideration of business on the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, and that committee having 
several important matters to present which are not yet perfected, 
T would ask unanimous consent that next Monday may be consid- 
éred as District day instead of this. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the requestof the gentile- 
man from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection, 

PRINTING ON FUNDING BILL. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a parliamen- 
tary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. TALBERT. I wish to ask if the permission to extend 
remarks in the RECORD upon the Pacific Railroad bill, which has 
just been rejected, applied only to those who have addressed the 
‘House upon the subject, or whether it embraced any members 
‘who desired to do so? 

The SPEAKER. The recollection of the Chair is that itapplied 
only to persons who have spoken upon the —— 

Mr. TALBERT. I ask unanimous consent that this consent be 
extended to all members for ten days. 

There was no objection. 

MESSAGE PROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Pratt, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed without. amendment joint 
resolution (H. Res. 218) to permit railroads im the District to:oe- 
pupy additional parts of streets to accommodate the traveling pub- 

ic attending the inaugural ceremonies. 

The m also announced that the Senate had passed the bill 
(8. 3318) for the relief of Join. N. Quackenbush, late a commander 
in the United States Navy; in which the concurrence of the House 
‘was requested! 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


Under elause 2 of Rule XXTYV, the following Senate bills were 
taken from the Speaker's table and referred as follows: 

A bill (S. 3219) donating condemned cannon and cannon balls 
+c Wadsworth Post, Grand Army of the Republic, of Helena, 
Mont.—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A bill (S..38313) for the relief of John N. Quackenbush, late: com- 
— in the United States Navy—to the Committee on Naval 

airs. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on. Enrolled Bills, rted 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (Hi. R. 7945) to provide for the entry of lands in Greer 
County, Okla., to give preference rights to settlers, and for other 

urposes; 

A bill (H. R. 7777) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
furnish condemned cannon to Fort Thomas, Ky.; 

A. bill (BL. R. 5407) to remove'the charge of desertion now stand- 
ing against Oscar A. Bulette; known in his military title as Aus- 
tin Bulette, late private in Company E, Fifty-second Illinois In- 
fantry Volunteers, during late war; and 

A bill (H. R. 3877) granting a pension to Henderson Marple. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD FUNDING BILL. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I move to recommit this bill to 
the Committee on the Pacific Railroads. It is apparent that the 
temper of the House is against the principle embodied in the bill, 
but it is equally apparent, tomy mind at least, that every mem- 
ber wants something to be done to adjust this indebtedness. 

Mr. HARRISON. Mr. Speaker, we can not hear the gentle- 


man's a 

Mr. ERS. I will t. Isay that it is manifest by the 
vote just taken that the House is opposed to the principle em- 
bodied in the bill. I believe, though, that every member here 
desires some action in the premises, and if this is recommitted to 
the committee we will attempt to formulate a bill that will meet 
the approval of the House. 

I move, therefore, that it be recommitted. to the Committee on 
Pacitic Railroads. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman moves that this bill be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on the Pacific Railroads. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Is that motion in order? 


* Mr. HUBBARD. Mr. Speaker, a point of order against that 


motion. - 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri will state the 
point of order. : 
Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to raise the point of order against it. 
The SPEAKER. On what ground? 
Mr. DOCKERY. Because the motion is not in order at.this time. 
Mr. HUBBARD. The motion is notin order becausethe House 
has killed the bill by the action just taken. 


RECORD—HOUSE. 


Mr. DOCKERY. The motion to recommit, as I understand it, 
can be made after the previous. question is ordered and after the 
bill has been ordered to its ntand third reading. I have 
not therules beforeme. Butthe House, by an ee 
refused to order the engrossment and reading of bill, 
I desire to submit, further, that there has been busi- 
ness. The chairman of the Committee on the: District of Colum- 
bia claimed the floor, and under the rule secured the consent of 
the House to substitute next Monday for to-day. Other matters 
of business have also intervened. 

The SPEAKER. By the order of the House it was provided 
that the ‘‘ previous question be ordered on. this. bill to its final 
sage, and final vote thereon should be taken: i 
the reading of the Journal” to-day (Monday). So the previous 
question was ordered. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Thatis true; but in this case, as 1 understand 
the parliamentary situation, the vote has been taken re 
osition to engross the bill and order it to a third reading. © 
House refused to order*the bill to be . and read: & third 
time, and thereupon a motion was made to reconsider and lay on 
the table the vote by which the House refused to order its engross- 
ment. The gentleman from. Vermont now seeks to interpose a 


motion to mmit. 5 
The SPEAKER. But the House, although it might have refused 
the bill on its passage in err pete og to recommit it for 
further -on the pane the com: . 

Mr.. DOCKERY. I have been looking for the section of the 
rule that applies to this situation, but have so far been unable to 
find it. I amof the opinion, however, that the motion to recom- 
mit is not in order until after the bill has been ordered to be 
engroi and. read a third time: 

e SPEAKER. The situation, the Chair will state, is: rather 
an unusual one; and unless: is some authority on the subject 
nt ea cas perhaps the matter had better go over untii 

morrow.. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I am-quite:content that it shall go-over until 
oe imm after the reading of the oe 

. TERRY. . Speaker, there is another on I would 
like to makein this connection,. By an Sveasiadeoune 
House, not only has this bill been killed by refusing to order it 
engrossment. and third reading, but it has killed and put. into 
its coffin, and by the “‘ eternal-cinch” effectof the motion to recon- 
sider and lay on the table the coffin has been nailed up. I do not 
see how the motion of the gentleman from Vermont can resurrect 
a body as dead as thatis. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may possibly mislead the 
House by too much metaphor. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I wapihtnieedl this will go over until after the 
reading of the Journal to-morrow? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to look into it. The 
Chair does not remember any such occurrence heretofore. 


TITLES AND UNIFORMS OF EX-ARMY OFFICERS. 


Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, [ ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 9710) te authorize officers 
who served during the war of the rebellion in the Regular Army 
to bear the title and, on oceasions of ceremony, wear the uniform 
of their highest rank. 

The bill was:read, as follows: 


ably canes eet oe tee oar . 
) ‘or ice, 
oftic: ee Sees Coma ees Se eee me 
hest grade they have held, by brevet or other as is now 
authorized for officers of volunteers by section:1226, Revised Statutes. 

- +. eae Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the . 

Mr. BAILEY. Reserving the right to object, I should like to 
hear some explanation of the bill. 

Mr. HULL. With the consent of the House, I want to make a 

very brief statement. Immediately after the war Congress p: 
a lawauthorizing the officers of the volunteer service to wear their 
uniforms on oceasions of ceremony, but. did not provide for offi- 
cers who served during the war in the Regular Army and who 
resigned. This bill is simply toextend the provisions of that sec- 
tion of the statute, so that officers of the Regular Army whoserved 
during the war and who. have resigned or been honorably dis- 
charged may have the same right that the volunteer officers have 
had ever since the war closed. 

Mr. BAILEY. It involves no charge on.the Treasury? 

Mr. HULL. Absolutely none. It is simply a matter of senti- 
ment. 

Mr. CANNON. I suppose the officer will continue to wear his 
ee actual grade at all other times except on ceremonious 
occasio 

Mr.. HULL. It does not affect the officers now im the Army at 
all. Itonly affects those who have resigned and who are no longer 
connected with the Army. 
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Mr. BOUTELLE. What grade of uniform do they wear? 
Mr. HULL. The hi grade that they had during the war, 
Mr. BOUL WORTH. Whe should they wear the uniform. at 
all now, if they are not connected with the service? 
Mr. HULL. a should the volunteer offivers? 
Mr. WADSWORTH. For services rendered. 
Mr. BOUTELLE. I should like to have the bill read again. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will again report the bill. 






The bill was read. : 

The SP . Isthere objection to the present. consideration 
of the bill? 3 

There was no objection. 


The Mill wen-eateee Se seeoent ae natessae tne and 
dt was accordi read time, passed 

On peerage Mr. HULL, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


W. H. WADE. 


Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill which I send to the Clerk's desk. 

Mr. CURTISof New York. Mr. Speaker, will the Chair enter- 
tain a motion to go into Committee of the Whole House on: the 
state of the Union for the consideration of appropriation bills? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right to make that 
‘motion. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on thestate of the Union 
for the gees eee iation. bills, with a view to 
calling up the Military Academy 

Mr. TRACEY. I trust the gen 
tion just a minute, in order that the House may consider the bill 
'(H. R. 9598) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain and _— 
regimental quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers. It w: 
take only a.minute. 

Re CURTIS of New York, I consent to the consideration of 
that bill. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the and he here 
oe an ee ee eer ee, Wale on ae 


Dageesment, ence etent ones mental quartermaster of 
the Thirty-first Regiment of Ohio Volunteers, - the sum of $420.15, r~ 
ptain and regimental quartermaster and 

bursed by him to extra-duty men for extra duty ae of date the 13th ~< of 
D. and transmit.to said W. H. Wade a receipt in of 

all demands against on said account; and that he cause all p 

in the circuit court.of the United States for the western district of 

against said W. H. Wade to be dismissed and satisfaction entered on the 

records of said court‘of any dered 


ren against him as such 
captain and any er on account of said receipt and 
disbursement of of pal, interest, and costs of suit. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the bill? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I should like to hearsome explanation by 
the gentleman. 


Mr. TRACEY.. IL will cheerfully make an explanation, Mr. 
Speaker. This bill has the unanimous report of the committee 
‘because of the merits which were apparent on the testimony of- 
fered, which testimony shows that in September, 1862, W. H. 
Wade was an officer in the Se of the United States, being cap- 
tain of the T -first Ohio Volunteers. At that time he was 
acting regimental quartermaster, and there was transmitted to 
him, through Col. A. J. Mackay, assistant quartermaster, $485.15, 
to be paid out by him on rolls to extra-duty men for extra duty 
performed. The money was paid out by him, asthe shows, 
on the rolls and vouchers, to the amount of $420.15. e remain- 
der of the money, ‘withheld from payment by reason of the 
absence of a part of men, was subsequently turned over by 
Captain Wade to M. D. W. Harman, assistant «juartermas- 
ter of the United States Army, so that all of the money was ac- 
counted for by him, having d out to the men who were 
entitled to it, with the balance. He made a set- 
tlement with the Second Auditor of the Treasury, with whom he 





filed all of his vouchers, ine] the pay roil, but was not aware 
at the time that he was to make a settlement with the 
Third Auditor of the T 


He was givencredit for nas hisaccount, and he su 
posed his accounts were entirely settled. anilthad ne-other infor. 
mation until a number of years after the war, when the Third 
Auditor of the Treasury informed him that this amount was still 
standingagainsthim. In thefirst place, they said that Mr. Mackay 
was refused credit for the payment. of this money to Wade; but 
subsequently he was allowed credit and his settled. It 
would, therefore, be apparent that Mr. Wade ought to be allowed 
credit; and the officers of pen Aberone a - to. be 


ing him credit.. They themselves action of Congres 
15. 


be. credited the amount ask 
N. I would like 0 ak the guetioas tt 
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there has been eseress report by any committees of the House 
or Senate on this bill. 

Mr. TRACEY. There never has been. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ido not object. [Cries of “‘ Vote!”] 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
ofthe bill? [After apause.] The Chair hears none. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 
beingengrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 

On motion of Mr. TRACEY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union for the purpose of considering appropriation bills. 

The motion was to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on thestate of the Union, Mr. Hrrsurn in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering 


general app iation. bills. 
Mr CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call up 


the bill (H. R. 9707) making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Academy for the fiscal ear ending June 30, 1898; and I 
ask ———— vnc to ae Cone reading of the bill, and to 
proceed at once to reading the bi sections. 

_The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York calls up the 
bill H. R. 9707 for present consideration, and asks unanimous con- 
sent that-—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Let thie title be reported. 

The CHAIRMAN (continuing). The first reading of the bill be 
omitted. Is there objection? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to hear the title of the bill 


—— so that we may know what it is. 
e CHAIRMAN. e Clerk will report the title of the bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A: bill (H. R. 9707) making appropriations for the support of the Military 
y for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898. 


The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from New York? [Afterapause.] The Chair hears none, 
The Clerk will report the bill by sections. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Before that is done—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I suppose general debate has not been 
closed on the bill. The bill is certainly open to discussion. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York is recog- 

Mr, CURTIS of New York.. Mr. Chairman, this is the bill for 
the support.of the Military Academy, and carries an appropriation 
of $499,772.83, whichisabout $40,000 greater than the appropriation 
for the last year. That is occasioned by an increased attendance 
of cadets, which makesin the permanent establishment an increase 
of $4,000. For the extra pay of army officers at the Military 
Academy there is a reduction of $156 as compared with the last 
appropriation bill. For the pay of the military band there isa 
decrease of $2,220; for the civilian employees there is an increase 
of $1,000; for current and ordinary expenses an increase of $123; 
for miscellaneous and incidental expenses an increase of $1,826; 
for buildings and grounds an increase of $35,000. 

There has been no material change in respect to any feature of 
the bill except in the division of buildings and grounds. The 
committee have recommended increased facilities for the purpose 
of providing pure water for the Academy. Until we reach that 

rovision I can not think that there will be any question raised as 
the action of thecommittee. All variation in the various items 
result from the fact that the officers detailed thére are younger 
men and receive less compensation, or else in some of the miscel- 
laneous items which are not usually carried at a uniform rate. 
The action of the committee has been taken with due regard to 
the condition of the Treasury, and they have avoided recom- 
mending such appropriation asked for which in the opinion of 
the committee the Treasury is not in a condition to meet. 

Lask that the bill may be read under the five-minute rule. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire toaskthe gentlemanin charge of this 
bill whether or not there are any increases of salary carried in the 
bill, and. if so, to indicate to the House where they may be found. 

. CURTIS of New York. There is an increase of two clerks, 
one in the adjutant’s and one in the quartermaster’s department. 
The salaries of these clerks were reduced some four or five years 
ago, I believe; and the last Congress restored all the salaries, except- 
ing in these two cases. 

r. DOCKERY. What does it amount to? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. The amount of increase is $200 in 
each case. ; 

Mr: DOCKERY. That is the only increase of salaries carried? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Those are the only increases of 
salaries. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to ask the gentleman in charge 
of the bill if it makes any changes in existing law? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Itmakes no change in existing law. 
_ Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, when we reach the items 
involving increases in compensation, I trust the gentleman will 
indicate them. At this point I will only express my regret that 
the gentleman in charge of this bill, at a time when there is pro- 
found commercial stagnation throughout the land, should have 
thought it necessary to make an increase in this bill of $47,000 
above the amount carried in the current law. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Only $40,000, and that arising 
almost entirely out of the necessity of improving the water facili- 
ties at the Academy. Mr. Chairman, if there are no further 
questions, I ask that the Clerk read the bill by paragraphs. 

The Clerk (reading the bill by paragraphs) read as follows: 
Pt extra pay of officers of the Army on detached service at the Military 

emy: 

For pay of one Superintendent of the United States Military Academy 
(colonel), in addition to pay as major of engineers, $1,000; 

For one commandant of cadets (lieutenant-colonel), in addition to pay as 
captain, not mounted, $1,200; ’ : 

or pay of one instructor of practical military engineering (major), in addi- 
tion to pay as captain, mounted, $500; s : 

For pay of one instructor of ordnance and science of gunnery (major), in 
addition to pay as captain, mounted, $500; : 

For pay ot @ ght assistant professors (captains), in addition to pay as first 
lieutenants, not mounted, $4,000; : 

For pay of four senior instructors of cavalry, artillery, infantry tactics, and 
ordnance ond gunnery (captains), in addition to pay as first lieutenants, not 
mounted, $2,000; 

For pay of four assistant instructors of cavalry, artillery, and infantry tac- 
tics (captains), in addition to pay as second lieutenants, not mounted, $2,400; 

For pay of one adjutant, in addition to pay as second lieutenant, not mounted, 

0: 


For pay cf one treasurer, quartermaster, and commissary of cadets, in addi- 
tion to pay as captain, not mounted, $700; 

Additional pay of librarian, $120; : 

For additional pay of professors and officers (and officers on increased rank) 
for are of service, $9,144.51; ; 

In all, for extra pay of officers of the Army on detached service at the Mili- 
tary Academy, $21,964.51. 


Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, I would like to get some informa- 
tion from the gentleman in charge of this bill about these extra 
allowances. or instance, ‘‘additional pay of librarian, $120.” 
What is the necessity for that? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, this appropriation 
for extra compensation for thelibrarian has been customary from 
a period beyond which the memory of no man in this House runs. 
An officer is appointed to the position of librarian, and we allow 
him this extra — for the discharge of those duties. 

Mr. HULL. And I will say further to the gentleman from 
Kansas that this is for extra work, and it is only fair that an of- 
ficer who does extra work should receive some additional pay. 

Mr. BLUE. If that is the case, why is this carried from year 
to year as an extra allowance, instead of being embodied in the 
general law? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Each grade of officer has his pre- 
scribed salary, but when an officer is detailed to this special duty 
he gets extra compensation. The librarian of the institution 
receives this extra allowance, and the instructors get a somewhat 
larger amount. 

Mr. HULL. The librarian may be one man of a certain rank 
one year and another man of another grade the next year. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, if it is not too late, I would like also 
to get some explanation of the increased a appropriated 
in the first paragraph of the bill. The total in that paragraph of 
the pending bill is $202,000, while I see that the appropriation last 
year was only $198,000. 

Mr. HULL. That is under the head of “ Permanent establish- 
ment” of the Academy. The small increase there results very 
largely from the detail of officers and the increased number of 

ets. Officers detailed for special duty at the Academy receive 
increased compensation according to their length of service, the 
older ones certain amounts and the younger ones smaller amounts, 
and the increase in this gate appropriation results from that 
and also from the inc number of cadets. I believe that we 
have at the Academy now about as 1 an attendance as we have 
ever had at any time. I will say to the gentleman from 
that this increase is due entirely, I believe, to the increase in the 
number of cadets. 

Mr. BLUE. Thenitdoesnot result from any increases of salary? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Not at all. e have simply rec- 
ommended the oo required to carry out existing law. 

Mr. BLUE. e other question. I notice t the provisions 
for additional pay occur in several places on page 3. Now, have 
those allowances been carried as permanent law all the time? 

Mr. HULL. It is the law that when an officer is detailed for 
duty at the Academy he receives a certain amount of extra pay 
regardless of his rank. In some cases he may have the rank of 
major, in other cases he may have the rank of captain, but if he 
is a lieutenant or any grade below that, he gets corresponding extra 


compensation. To illustrate the a take the case of an 4 
cer in charge of public buildings an unds here; his pa: 
always that of a colonel, whatever may be his rank, so that if a 
lieutenant were detailed to take charge of the public buildings 
and grounds, his pay would be that of a colonel. 
aun bg UE. Has there been any attempt to increase salaries in 

18 f 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I will say again to the gentleman 
from Kansas that there has been no attempt to increase salaries, 
but on looking at the details, which have just been handed to me 
by the clerk of the committee, I find that the increase for cadets 
is $5,000, while there is a decrease in extra compensation to officers 
of $1,000, so that there is only a net increase of $4,000, and that is 
entirely due to the increased number of cadets. There is not the 
slightest change or modification of the existing law. 

he Clerk read as follows: 


— onmiryttios o- of to loteant. seuneal the ae witb the new 
rvoir and other necessary 
tenances, to be inumnedhately eying fhe $40,000: e — 

Mr.HULL. Mr. Chairman, Ido not want to propose any amend- 
ment unless it meets the er of the gentleman from New York 
in charge of the bill, but I want to call attention to the fact that 
the report of the Board of Visitors is very full and exhaustive on 
this question of the water supply, and among other things the 
writer of the report says that he believes thata well and thoroughly 
protected filter capable of containing 500,000 gallons could be con- 
structed at West Point for about $25,000. The a riation, 
therefore, makes an increase of $15,000 over the es te in the 
report of the Board of Visitors, but I understand that the War 
Department’s estimate is $40,000. Now, if it is possible to cut 
down this amonnt without injury to the Academy, it seems to me 
that the gentleman from New York in ch of bill would do 
well to move to reduce this item from $40,000 to $25,000. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr, 
HUvLL] has correctly stated the matter, and per: as fully as it 
needs to be stated. This is a question which is a , 
deal of attention o scientific men. The officers at cad- 
emy and those at the War Department, after considering the sub- 
i hn engusty of ak sanee aie action, said that $25,000 
in the capacity of an expert, g a physi , t 
would be sufficient for the purpose of making these changes. This 
is a question between the officer detailed to go there and the Sec- 
retary of War. If the amount appropriated now should not be 
enough, another Congress can make a er tion; and 
as there seems to be a desire on the of my friend the chair- 
man of the eta Hut] to have this reduced, and as 
my friend from Misso Mr. DockrRy] is looking anxiously for 
some modification of this which may counterbalance the 
which has been given to old and rienced clerks, I will, to 
satisfy those gentlemen, ask that this appropriation be made 
$25,000 instead of $40,000. 1 move that amendment. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

In line 21, strike out “forty” “ twen' e 
mo phon FT y and insert ty-five; "so as to 

The amendment was to. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill, the 
last paragraph being the following: 

In all, for public buildings and grounds, $97,244. 


- FENTON. I move the amendment which I send to the 
esk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


After “ dollars,’ in mas, yout 24, insert: 
* Provided, That no church or chapel shall be erected upon the 
Government reservation at West Point.” 


“oa og of New York. I hope that amendment will not 

opted —— 

Mr. McCLELLAN. I make the point of order that 

amendment embraces new legislation and can not be entertained. 
Mr. HULL. Before the Chair decides the point of order, I 

would like to ask a question—whether there is any legal authority 


under which any building not expressly provided for by law may 
be erected? 


Mr. CURTIS of New York. There is no sectarian religion 
taught at the Academy—— 
A Member. Is religion of any kind taught? 


Mr. FENTON. I readin a New York pre seenis — 
reputable an article remonstrating a ch being erec 

on the grounds of the Academy. I therefore assumed that some- 
thing of the kind might be on foot. That is all the information I 


have. 
Mr. CURTIS of New York. There is no on in this 
bill for the erection of any church or for or changi 
or et hin any church buil . There is no there no 

used for religious worship except the chapel, which has existed for 
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many years. And no sectarian religion is ta 
re of the Federal Government. I 
friend [Mr. FENTON] is entirely out of order. 


there under the 
the motion of my 
t that it 


submi 
ald rejeoies either upon the point of order raised by my 
friend from New York [Mr. MoCum1 as} that it is new eeisletion, 
or upon its merits. 

Mr. BLUE. Before the Chair upon this question, I 
should like an explanation in: to the appropriation provided 
for in the bill for ‘‘ public buil and grounds, $97,244.’ 


f that riation is for 
eameail may be in order, as it would have the effect of limit- 


ing the a —- tion. - 

fir. CURT of New York. My friend from Kansas [Mr. BLvg} 
has referred to the provision in the bill, “‘ For public buildings 
and grounds, $97,244,” and asks whether any portion of that is to 
be used for the erection of a church. If he will turn back in this 
bill to page 19 he will find under the heading ‘‘ Buildings and 
unds,” line 18, a tion of eve ronan or modi- 
cation contemplated in the way of — c dings and grounds. 
No - not there specified can ordered by the emy 
Board. 

Mr. BLUE. But the gentleman from New York [Mr. Curtis 
is familiar with this bill, being a member of the committee; an 
l ask him to answer the question I have put. I have not found 
anything in the bill to indicate the answer. And I would like 
him to say squarely whether there is anything in this bill that pro- 
vides for the on or repair of a church building. 


Mr. CURTIS of New York. I have already said that there is no 
provision in this bill ens a single cent for the on, 
improvement, or m on of a house for religious worship. 


There is no improvement of a chapel provided for, and there 
none in contemplation. Is that a answer to the gentleman’s 
question? 

Mr. BLUE. It is a full answer. 

Mr. FENTON. I should like to know whether the of 
War has power to give permission for the erection of a buil 
there to be used by any te denomination. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. No, sir. 

Mr. FENTON. He has no such power? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Iam not aware there is any such 

wer. The of War simply administers the laws relat- 
ng tothe Army. This institution has been established by law, 
and certain provisions are made from time to time for the erection 
of buildin Congress provides in each case for the erection of 
such buildings as may be desired. Outside of any such provision 
no one has authority to enter upon the grounds and erect any 
buildings whatever. 


a HAIRMAN, The Chair is prepared to rule on the point 
of order. 

The Chair thinks that this is new 1 tion as here proposed, 
~ A is obnoxious to the rule, and therefore sustains the point 
of order. 

Mr. BLUE. One more question, Mr. Chairman. I would like 
the gentleman from New York in charge of this bill to give us 
some -_ on the fifteen-thousand-dollar item in lines 1 and 2 on 
page a - 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. The gentleman refers to the lines 

on page 23: 
For la a water main and appurtenances to connect the new reservoir 


with the e tein of water distribution, so as to afford an adequate 
fire pressure, to ely available, $15,900. 


I will state to the gentleman from Kansas that there has been a 
reservoir erected upon the side of the mountain at some distance 
from the lower reservoir, and money is needed to connect the one 
with the other—that is to say, to connect this reservoir with the 
present fire apparatus at the post. 

Mr. BLUE. Will it require that much? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. That is the estimate of the Secre- 
the opinion, and so staled, of the tectltyref the ecieesy ne 

, and so s ; * 

The CHAIRMAN Pucusente mene 


é Chair would it to th 
from New York a ome in one provision of the oe 
ac e te. 

Mr. CURTIS o New York. I was s 
ment to correct that. It is a mere cleri a" —— 

There is . a that I bag , however, Mr. 
Chairman. wi seen on pages 2, 3,7, 9, 19, and 
throughout the bill that a note is a é Dierees 


appropriated last —_ This was only done for the 
of the committee in considering the Bill, vas ane 


Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, a word or two abou - 
ment offered the gentleman from Ohio 5 Sesen es of 
course, it is entirely out, but in reference to the bill I want to be 


for a few moments. 





My understanding is that the Military Academy grounds, being 
ublic property, are not open to the erection of any ee other 
than those ing, or which may hereafter be provided by law. I 
am aware of the fact that there is a rumor or a newspaper report 
to the effect that one denomination has had permission granted to 
it to erect a church on the Academy grounds, independently of the 
action of the Government in reference to the matter. I do not 
know an as tothe truth of the assertion. I think, however, 
that such a statement, which has received currency throughout 
the newspapers, is the motive which prompted the gentleman 
from Ohio in offering the amendment. Butif this be a fact, if 
such authority has been granted, I believe it is a consent made yb 
the officers of the Government that is entirely unauthorized by 
law, and that the Congress of the United States, when it knows 
that such a thing has been done, should pass some sort of an inde- 
dent bill, or a provision not on an appropriation bill, to make 
t impossible in the future. If one denomination can enter upon 
the grounds at the Military Academy and erect a church, other 
denominations in the United States can have and will have a per- 
fect — to claim the same — and you will have diverted 
from the public purposes for which it was contemplated this 
reservation. 

I do not suppose it is contended that anybody who 
Academy must belong to the church maintained there by the Gov- 
ernment, although, I understand it, no sectarian doctrines 
whatever are taught. But certainly this ought to be true—that 
the religious instruction provided by the Government on public 
reservations should be of such character that it would not injure 
anyone, no matter what may be his religious beliefs, who is desir- 
ous of such instruction. And, for my part, I wish to take this 
time and occasion to say that if the Secretary of War, as a mere 
executive officer of the Government, has by order given authority 
to any denomination to erect a church edifice at West Point, in 
my judgment he has exceeded his authority, and the Congress of 
the United States should take prompt action when officially noti- 
fied of the fact. 

Mr: CURTIS of New York. Now, Mr. Chairman, if: the com- 
mittee will consider the motion I have made to strike out the lines 
to which I referred, I believe that will complete the consideration 
of this bill. 

The motion of Mr. Curtis of New York to strike out the lines 
indicated by him was agreed to. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I move that the committee rise 
and report the bill as amended favorably to the House. 

The motion was to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. HEPBURN reported that the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union having had under con- 
sideration the Military a appropriation bill, had directed 
him to report the same to the House with sundry amendments, 
and as so amended to recommend its passage. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were \ 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS of New York, a motion to reconsider 
the last vote was laid on the table. 

WILLIAM B, ELLIS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (H. R. 2259) for 
the relief of William B. Ellis, with a Senate amendment thereto. 

The Senate amendment was read. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. I move that the House concur in the 
Senate amendment. ‘ 

The motion was agreed to. 


APPOINTMENT OF ARMY OFFICERS, 


¢The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 3719) to 
provide for the appointment by brevet of active or retired officers 
of the United States Army, with a Senate amendment thereto. 

Mr. BLUE. - Mr. Speaker, I would inquire if that bill is intended 
to in any way give additional compensation to anybody by reason 
of that brevet rank? In theform in which it is read I can not tell. 
I shall be glad to have the gentleman who is in charge of the bill 
enlighten us u that subject. 

Mr. CU RTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I have not this bill 
in charge, nor am I aware what member of the committee did 
have charge of it, but I can answer the question of the gentleman 
from Kansas [Mr. BLUE] by saying that it makes no provision 
for an increase of compensation, or an as of money in 
cae with the carrying out of any of the provisions of the 


oes to the 


Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I think I will move that that bill be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, as the gentleman 
who has it in ch is not here. 

Mr. BLUE. I think it ought to-go there. 












































edi ee tial 


te wees Cae a «a 


rere 


DAO PSSST ee cower ern aomerree, FERED grees 


A a nen le Ld cnn bie 





694 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


—_—— 


The motion of Mr. Huu to refer the bill to the Committee on 
Military Affairs was agreed to. 


JOHN KEHL. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 1261) 
for the relief of John Kehl, and torestore him to his former rating, 
with Senate amendments thereto. 

The Senate amendments were read. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Speaker, Imove that the House concur 
in the Senate amendments. 

The motion was agreed to. 




















Nir, HILL, Task unanimous consent that the Commitee 
Pont ACHE ato ae 
a> cial on Banking Currency be passed. without 
8 
prejudice. Isthereobjection? “Ph ler peace] Chair 
none, 
INSPECTION OF SMALL CRAFTS PROPELLED BY GASOLINE, ETO, 


Mr. BENNETT (wien theCommittee on ee 
Gomeeanae as ). Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the 

































THE DEATH PENALTY. “The Clerk read as follows: 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 878) 
to reduce the cases in which the death penalty may be inflicted, | “ >! (5-1) providing for =, equipetsents Se wennls preyed ty 
with a Senate amendment thereto. Beit etc.. Thatall of 

The Senate amendment was concurred in. or passengers for live, propelled by gas, 

PATRICK, RAINEY. Revised Sentutes of thee United 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 2328) | boilers and re ase. Guldoct $0 
for the relief of Patrick Rainey, with a Senate amendment thereto. | of the Revised Statutes of the United 

The Senate amendment was concurred in. steam vessels in other; and 


MARGARET A. KIDWELL. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 3113) 
granting a pension to Margaret A. Kidwell, with a Senate amend- 
ment thereto. 

The Senate amendment was concurred in. 


GEORGE W. TAYLOR, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 6608) 
to remove the charge of desertion from the military record of 
George W. Taylor, with a Senate amendment thereto. 

The Senate amendment was concurred in. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to lay before the House a 
request for a change of reference. The Committee on the District 
of Columbia ask to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill (S. 2237) providing for the appointment of a guardian 
for pensioners in certain cases in the District of Columbia, and 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on Pensions. Without 





























Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Mr. Speaker, I should like to 
ask Che gentionnan from New York a question. 
ane EAKER. Does the gentleman from New York yield? 


; . Yes, sir. 
Mr. BARTLETT of Mow York. Is this bill agreeable to the 
beens ee nt Sa 
Mr. BENN . [understand so. 

Mr. a of New York. And is it agreeable to private 
owners 

Mr. BENNETT. It is generally agreeable to all that I have 
heard from. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Is there no objection to it? 
Mr. BENNETT. None that I know of. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
that the report from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Comments Gh Gta SN Se enced tee eeenan ee My See : 
The report (by Mr. BENNETT) is as follows: 






























; ~ The Committee on Interstate and Foreign whom 
a that change of reference will be made. the bill (H. R. 4242) 1 mal craft to comply ie eae 
‘here was no objection. of the Treasury De; that they have accepted Senate bill 1646 





as a substitute for House 

CALL OF COMMITTEES. The Senate bill 

The SPEAKER. This finishes the business on the Speaker’s 
table. The next thing in order is the call of committees. The 
call rests with the Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the committees. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, as the members of the House have 
nearly all gone away on the theory that the a iation bills 
would take up the afternoon, I move that the House do now ad- 


ourn. 
: Mr. LINNEY. Will the —— allow me to ask unanimous 
consent to have a pension bill ? 

Mr. HULL. Oh, certainly, if the gentleman desires to pass a 














ed of whatever 
pene Tie cathe tt aitiee te eee ae ao 
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Your committee have authorized a favorable report on the bill, requesting 
The S ear eae of Steam Vessels in the letter attached 

ie Su 
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par a bill, but I know the chairmen of committees have Br suena DEPARTMENT, 
nearl one away. INSPECTOR-G 
Mr. LINN EY. Mr. Speaker—— Washington, D. C., February 1, 1396. 


Srr: I have the honor to acknow ie ayouit, ‘to this 
office for report, of a oer een eee the by ae and 
bill H. Fifty- 

Title 


phate gh mtg pe tin 

peabeees, requi Terry boats, canal bouts, Yeoh of 
Hed 7 pesclinn, or motive to 

be under the pro of ttle,“ Peguesting the the 

Secretary of the Treasury to furnish the colgatines such 

on he may qpem proper * qouching the aaeis oF Une Sih ene See of 

the Hi d miy id that tle ho have left pinata, See Renee to sepert thesesn, tha eee th caer — 

e House, and my only idea was that gentlemen who ve _ Ww *% 

the Hall of the House would feel that 7 had been deceived by | RAmCly, > gasoline, gas Del bee = imotive att a, 

“the fact that their committees were called during their absence, | eviden inndvartuntip sttecd te tn Praia areas vod 













The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Iowa withdraw his 
motidn? 

Mr. HULL. I withdraw my motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- 
mittees. The Chair desired to call the committees because there 
were one or two matters, like bridge bills, etc., that the Chair 
thought could be , 

Mr. HULL. I have no desire tointerfere with the busines? of 







they supposing that the consideration of the appropriation bill | of this office. At present the class of v are, 
would consume the remainder of the day. If the Speaker desires | Gest ian, mh a rae ee 
it, { will withdraw the motion, because I have no desire to inter- uently endanger themselves as well as that are na 
fere. under lawful rnles and regulations. 

TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call. Respectfully, yours, : JAS. A. DUMONT: ss 
BANKING AND CURRENCY. The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


Mr. HILL (when the Committee on Banking and Currency was| Mr. PARKER. My colleague from New J {[Mr. Garp- 
called). Mr. S$ er, would it be in order to ask that the com- | NER] takes an interest in this question. Does he that it is 


mittee be without prejudice, in order that it may be called | to be called up? 
up at some other time, without losing its mee on the call? I} Mr. BENNETT. The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. GaRD- 
NER] understood that this bill was to be brought up at the first 


know that the committee desires to up two measures on the 
op} , 
tf. PARKER. Does he object to it now? 





























first call of the committee, but the gentlemen in charge of them 
are absent at this time. 
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Mr. BENNETT. I will 


for the information of the gentle- 

man from ee — ee the matter over with 
gentleman from New Jersey 

Mr. BAKER of New Ham “Does the gentleman from 

New Jersey [Mr. GARDNER] give his formal adherence to the bill 


Mr. BENNETT. On the last occasion this bill was up the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire asked me the same q on, and I 
replied at that time that I had submitted it to the gentleman from 
a [Mr. GaRDNER] and that he had given his consent 
to it 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Will the gentleman allow me 
one question? Was not this bill objected to by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Apams]? 

Mr. BENNETT. No, sir; not that 1 remember. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. If the gentleman will allow me, I will state 
= when the bill was last up Imade objection to it. On return- 

Ected by at, and they told me thet thoy me perfectly ‘eatisfied. 
ry it, told me that y were sa 
I withdraw my objection, and shall vote for the bill 

‘Mr. BENNETT. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question. 

The previous question was “and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BENNETT, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


BRIDGE BETWEEN NEW YORK CITY AND LONG ISLAND. 


Mr. BENNETT. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the t considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. 9865) extending the time for the completion 
of the bridge across the East River, between the city of New York 
and Long Island, now in course of construction, as authorized by 
the act of Congress approved March 3, 1887. 


The bill was read, as follows 
Be it enacted, etc., That the time for the completion of the bri of the 
New York and’ Leng Island Bridge Company across the East River, between 
= <> of New York and Long Island, au by the act of 
An act au he a bridge across the st 


River, tebween the ¢ city of New York and eas s Islan ’ approved March 3, 


1887, and the various acts amendatory thereof or supp’ thereto, is 
hereby extended to.and including the ist day of January, in the year 190. 


Mr. BENNETT. As a portion of my remarks, I ask for the 
reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. BENNETT) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, towhom yd eae 
the bill (H. R. 9865) “exten the time for the completion ¢ = 
— 2 East River ees the act of York coemgiofion 

e act 


of construction, as 
3, 3,188, ‘ es the Sa aniaste © 
required 


= act and has 
been well Isiand Bride) was this ‘ats ana for time dw oe ehiek con- 
demnation t of way were under co eration in the 


courts of the State of ow York, 
Two of the main in the East nies have been built and completed and 
ris Sr < cares p- rae coneeay has condemned or ¥ 
chased ‘ana paid for much for the right of way. 
company hak acted in good faith throu ——. and promises prompt and dili- 
gent aa the work, and means a the costs 


of the sam 
The cunmeniiten the bill be by striking out the words 
ein two,” in tine of the epi thee et years the extension. 
and as thus amended your committee a — in in approving the bill and 
at the Congress, as without such 
tion the the company, as granted by by Se Government, a weno 
ose 


. 3 | np 
her Cho comnrection the bridge. 


fo report of the Chief of the War D De ent 
was submitted to the House of aan, the = was pa 
red, and is annexed to this report for its information 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF iin 
NITED STATES ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., December 22, 1838. 


goam: I have the honor to return herewith H. R. 1004, a bill ‘authorizing 
e construction of a bridge 


across the East River, between the city of New 
York and Long Island,” and to ee attention to the following copy of the 
report of the Board of for Fortifications and for River and Harbor 


Er towhom it was referred. 
views of the Board are concurred in by this office. 


“OFFICE BOARD OF Reaqyens sax BUILDING, 
“New York, December 17, 1886, 
“Respectfully referred to the Chief of Engineers. 


“The Board of Engineers has careful ea the » Sone and House 
bills ‘ author: the vee < of fats anes East River between 
the city of New York and have tine he honor ~y = that a 

the city of New vere a Long Island Ci 
ut righ les near the middle of Blackwolke yi inod ne 
or abutments on the land side of the harbor lines of the East Rives 
a clear elevation of its lower chord, 150 feet above mean high water, at 
the middle of each channel of the river, and no part of the lowerchord of 
the channel span less 142 feet above mean high water, will nett Obanrant, 


or injuriously modify the navigation of the river,’as provided by 


“On behalf of the Board. 

“THOMAS LINCOLN CASEY, 

“ Colonel of Engineers, President of Board.” 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
= J . Cc. DUANE, 
‘ igadier-G 1. Chi pa 
Hon. WILLiAM C. Enpticorr, Se . _ 
Secretary of War 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Dol ciliate from the gentleman that 

— bill authorizing the construction of the bridge was passed in 

teins re The act authorizing the construction of this 
ved March 3, 1887. 

= RICH. DSON. Now, that has been nine years, and do I 
> d that no steps have been taken toward completing the 

Mr. BENNETT. Yes, sir; several hundred thousand dollars 
have been expended in construction. The piers on either side of 
the river are completed, but in consequence of the enormous 
undertaking it has been impossible to finish the structure. The 
— of the Long Island road, Mr. Austin Corbin, was sud- 

y killed last spring, and as he had conducted the affairs of 
the road for a number of years, after his death it was impossible 
to carry the work forward and a the bridge within the 
a by the act of Congress, and an extension is there- 

ore asked 

Mr. RICHARDSON. This extension, asI gather it from the 

ing, was to 1902—five years later. 

Mr. BENNETT. To 1900. There is an amendment offered to 
the bill by the committee. If the bill was read ‘‘ 1902,” the amend- 
ment of the committee makes it 1900. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Is the bill unanimously reported by the 
committee? 

Mr. BENNETT. The bill is unanimously reported by the com- 
mittee. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered on the bill and amendment, 
and under the operation thereof the amendment recommended by 
the committee was to, and the bill as amended ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. BENNET 
by which the bill was was laid on the table. 

Mr. BENNETT. r. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the call of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
be suspended temporarily. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


RECEIVERS OF NATIONAL BANKS, 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS (when the Committee on Banking and 
Currency was called). Mr. Speaker, | am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Banking. and Currency to call up House bill No. 1708, 
to amend an act entitled “‘An act authorizing the appointment of 
receivers of national banks, and for other purposes,” approved 
June 30, 1876, as amended by an act approved August 3, 1892. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That section 3 of an act entitled “An act authorizing 
the appointment of receivers of national banks, and for other purposes,” 
ap roved June 30, 1876,.as amended by an act approved August 3, 1392, be, 

hereby is, amended so as to read as follows: 

a Bic. 3. That whenever any association shali have been or shall be placed 
in the hands of a receiver, as provided in section 5234 and other sections of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States, and when, as provided in section 
5236 thereof, the Comptroller of the Currency shall have paid to each and 
every creditor of such association, not including shareholders who are cred- 
itors of such association, whose claim or claims as sach creditor shall have 
been proved or allowed as therein prescribed, the full amount of such claims, 
and all expenses of the receivership and the redemption of the circ ulating 
notes of such association shall have been provided for by depositing lawful 
money of the United States with the Treasurer of the United States, the 
Saas of the Currency shall call a meeting of the shareholders of such 
association by giving notice thereof for thirty,days in a newspaper published 
in the town, city, or county where the business of such association was car- 
ried on, or if no newspaper is there published, in the newspaper published 
nearest thereto. At such meeting the shareholders shall determine whether 
the receiver shall be continued and shall wind up the affairs of such associa- 
tion, or whether an agent shall be elected for that purpose, and in so deter- 
mining the said shareholders shall vote by ballot. in person or by proxy, each 
share of stock entitling the holder to one vote, and the majority of the stock 
in value and number of shares shall be necessary to determine whether the 


»a motion to reconsider the vote 


said receiver shall be continued, or whether an agent shall be elected. In 
case such jority shall determine that the said receiver shall be continued, 
the said —_ ‘ver shall thereupon proceed with the execution of his trust, and 
shall sel of, or otherwise collect the assets of the said association, and 


shall an all the powers and authority, and be subject to all the duties and 
liabilities original! , conferred or opened tanem him by his appointment assuch 
re. so far asthe sameremainapplicable. In case the said meeting shall, 
the vote of a ority of the stock in value and number of shares, determine 
atan agent shall be elected, the said meeting shall thereupon proceed to elect 
an sn agent, voting by ballot, in person or by proxy, each share of stock enti- 
the holder to one vote, and the person who shall receive votes repre- 


g at least a majority of stock in value and number shall be declared 
eet mt for the purposes hereinafter provided; and whenever any of the 
aes of the association shall, after the election of such agent, have 

and filed a bond to the satisfaction of the ¢ Py rof the Cur- 

eenee, an ental tor the payment and discharge in full of each and every 
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claim that may thereafter be proved and allowed by and before a competent 
court, and for the faithful performance of all and singular the duties of such 
trust, the Comptroller and the receiver shall thereupon transfer and deliver 
to such agent all the undivided or uncollected or other assets of such associa- 
tion then remaining in the hands or subject to the order and control of said 
Comptroller and said receiver, or either of them; and for this purpose said 
Comptroller and said receiver are hereby severally empowered and directed 
to execute any deed, assignment, transfer, or other instrument in writing 
that may be necessary and proper; and upon the execution and delivery of 
such instrument to the said agent the said Comptroller and the said receiver 
shall by virtue of this act be discharged from any and all liabilities to such 
association and to each and all the creditors and reholders thereof. Upon 
receiving such deed, assignment, transfer, or other instrument the person 
elected such mt shall hold, control, and dispose of the assets and property 
of such association which he may receive under the terms hereof for the benefit 
of the sharsholders of such association, and he may in his own name, orin the 
name of such association,sue and be sued and doall other lawful actsand thin: 
necessary to finally settle and distribute the assets and property in his hands, 
and may sell, compromise, or compound the debts due tosuch association, with 
the consent and approval of the circuit or district court of the United States 
for the district where the business of such association was carried on, and 
shall at the conclusion of his trust render to such district or circuit court a 
full account of all his proceedings, soos. and expenditures as such ont. 
which court shall, upon due notice, settle and adjust such accounts and dis 
charge said agent and the sureties upon said bond. And in case any such 
nt so elected shall refuse to serve, or die, resign, or be removed, any 
8 holder may call a meeting of the shareholders of such association in the 
town, city, or where the business of the said association was carried 
on, by giving notice thereof for thirty daysina noweoet, published in said 
town, city, or village, or if no newspaper is there published, in the newspaper 
published nearest thereto, at which méeting the shareholders shall elect an 
agent, voting by ballot, in person or by proxy, each share of stock entitling 

e holder to one vote, and when such nt shall have received votes repre- 

senting at least a majority of the stock in vaiue and number of and 
shall have executed a bond to the shareholders conditioned for the faithful 
“performance of his duties, in the penalty fixed by the shareholders at said 
meeting, with two sureties, to be approved by a judge of a court of record, 
and filea said bond in the office of the clerk of a court of record in the county 
where the business of said association was carried on, he shall have all the 
rights, powers, and duties of the nt first elected as hereinbefore provided. 
At any meeting held as hereinbefore provided administrators or executors 
of dee shareholders may act and sign as the decedent might have done 
if living, and s of ors and trustees of other persons may so act 
and sign for their ward or wards or cestui que trust. e proceeds of the 
assets or property of any such tion which may be undistributed at 
roe — ot such meeting or may be subsequently received shall be distributed 
as follows: 

“ First. To pay the expenses of the execution of the trust to the date of 
such payment. 

“Second. To repay any amount or amounts which have been paidin by any 
sharehoider or shareholders of such association upon and by reason of any 
and all assessments made upon the stock of such association by the order of 
the Cewptroller of the eee in accordance with the provisions of the 
statutes of the United States; an 

“Third. The balance ratably among such stoakicipers, in roportion to the 

om. Such distribution shall be made 


number of shares held and owned b 
from time to time as the proceeds be received, and as shall be deemed 


advisable by the said Comptroller or said agent.” 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. VAN Vooruis) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Banking and Currency, having had under consideration 
the bill (H. R. 1708) to amend an act entitled ‘“‘An act to authorize the appoint- 
ment of receivers of national banks, and for other purposes,” approved June 
80, 1876, submit the following report: 

By the law with reference to the winding up of the affairs of broken 
national banks, as amended in 1892, full provision was made for the distribu- 
tion of assets among creditors in satisfaction of their claims, and the appoint- 
mentof an mt by the shareholders to act for them in distributing whatever 
might be left after claims were satisfied. There is, however, no provision 
- for the case of the failure to serve, death, etc., of the agent appointed, and 

instances have already occurred where, on account of the death of the agent 
first named, there has resulted t embarrassment and delay in distribu- 
tion of the remnant left to which the shareholders are entitl The same 
rezsons which justify the appointment of an agent in the first place, instead 
of relegating the shareholders to the —— of the courts of equity, are 
equally strong for the appointment of a successor to an agent whose service 
ceases before the fulfillment of his duties. 

The bill herewith reported reenacts section 3 of the act of June 30, 1876, as 
amended by the act of a 3, 1892, with an amendment providing for the 
selection of a successor to the agent first named, in case the latter l refuse 
to serve, die, resign, or be removed. 

Your committee recommend that the bill do pass. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. VAN VOORHIS, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


NATIONAL BANKS IN SMALL TOWNS. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Commit- 
tee on Banking and Currency, I call up the bill (H. R. 7210) to 
ainend section 5138 of the Revised Statutes, to provide for the or- 

ization of national banks in towns of not exceeding 3,000 in- 
bitants. 


The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That section 5138 of the Revised Statutes is hereby so 
amended as to read as follows: 

“ Sec. 5188. No association shall be o ized with aless capital than $100,000, 
except that banks with a capital of not less than $50,000 may, with the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, be organized in any P ace the population 
of which does not exceed 6,000 inhabitants; and except that banks with a cap- 
ital of not less than $25,000 may, with the sanction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, be organized in any piace the population of which does not exceed 
8,000 inhabitants. No association shall be o zed in a city the population 
of which exceeds 50,000 persons with a capital of less than 000." 
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The report (by Mr. Van Vooruis) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on and Curre the bill 
(H. R. 7210) to amend section 5138 of the Re Statutes of the United States 
to provide for the o tion of national banks in towns not exceeding 3,000 
inhabitants, submit the following report: 

Under the —t ae the minimum capital stock for the organi- 
zation of a national is $50,000. In some sections of the country there has 
been a growing need for bank issues as well as for other ban accommo- 
dations in s towns in which the amount of can not y be raised 
for banking purposes. The inequality in the bution of national banks 
is one of the marked features of our national banking m. Inthe East- 
ern and Middle States banks are abundant, and this alteration in the la 
would not be availed of toany considerable extent. But in the Western 
Southern States there is a dearth of banks in many sections, due no doubt 
to the lack of capital in those sections. : 

The following statement illustrates the situation: 


Statement of banks, bank stock, and bank circulation in the States named. 
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It thus appears that a marked discrepancy exists in the bank 
and accommodations in the different ions of the country. © inequality 
may be remedied, in part at least, and the existing need met to some extent 
in the sections where there is a dearth of bank issuesand 


modations. ‘Relief of 


from each other as to afford grossly inadequate accom: Relief 
this character has been recomm by those best qualified to judge, and 


meets the approval of the Comptroller of the Currency, who is most 
with the banbiee needs of the country. 

Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill, with the fol- 
lcwing amendments: 


In line ll strike out the word “five,” making it read Be open ” and in line 
oe st aw out the word “ three ” and insert “ four,” making tread “ 4,000 inhab- 
i n ” 


Amend the title of the bill by striking out the word “ three” in the last line 
and inserting the word “four,” so as to make it read ‘4,000 inhabitants.” 


Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Speaker, this bill has been very eeey 
considered by the Committee on Banking and Currency and unani- 
mously reported by thatcommittee. Iam notaware of any 0) i- 
tion to the bill from any section of the country. TheSouth and est 
are desirous of having it passed for the purpose of in their 
banking facilities, I think it is within the observation of all who 
have carefully looked at the situation that the need of additional 
banking facilities in those sections © peoong with extreme 
urgency and ought to be met as far as it is in our power without 
jeopardizing the currency of other sections of the Union or im- 
pairing the general banking interests of the country, in which 
all our citizens have a stake. That we may have a view of the 
conditions with which we have to reckon in a@ means of 
relief for the suffering sections, I have prepared some tabulated 
statements illustrating the diverse conditions existing in different 
sections of our country and which I believe create a real difficulty 
in the way of making any uniform — of banking a 
efficacious in all parts of the Union. These conditions re to 
area, population, resources, capital, industries, production, cur- 
rency, and banking as they are found in the different sections of 
our country. 

The first table shows the area, population, personal property, 
real property, farm lands, farm products, mor , average rate 
of interest, manufactured products, wages of employees in manu- 
facturing, silver product, and savings-bank depositors in the sev- 
eral States of the Union. The second table shows the number of 
national banks, capital stock, bonds to secure circulation, bank- 
note circulation, individual deposits, loans and discounts, mone 
due by national banks, State banks, and reserve — an 
stocks and securities held by the national banks in each State. 

For the yee of the comparison, I have classified the States 
as McKinley States and Bryan States, embracing, of course, in 
the former class all that gave their vote in the recent election for 
McKinley, and in the latter all that voted for Mr. Bryan. This 
te of a S adopted foe concen only = not for 
the purpose of appealing to ti eeling, for on mon 

uestion there can be no politics. There is, however, a Gancl 
ence worthy of notice, that the States which voted for Bryan are 
those in which the greatest need for additional banking facilities 
Se This fact suggested the mode of classification 
op 
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manufactures, wages, silver product, and savings-bank deposits. 


TABLE L.*—Showing area, population, sch3ot expenditures, personal and real property, farm lands and products, real-estate mortgages, rate of interest, 
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TABLE I.*—Showing area, population, school éxpenditures, personal and real property, farm lands and products, etc.—Continued. 
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* Taken from Circular No. 3, issued by the Secretary of Agriculture. 


A brief statement will bring into more distinct view the condi- 
tions which these tables reveal. It shows that the McKinley States 
have in round numbers 35 and the Bryan States 65 per cent of the 
total area, while in population the ratio is substantially reversed, 
i a ag States having 64 and the Bryan States 36 per cent 

t : 

In school expenditures the McKinley States rise to 78 and the 
Eryan States fall te 22 per cent of the total. In the formerthe per 
capita expenditure for education is $2.71, and in the latter $1.37. 

f personal property the McKinley States possess 68 and the 
ae States 32 percent of thetotal. Of real wae ont the former 
hold 76 and the latter 24 per cent of the total. farm lands the 
McKinley States have 71 and the Bryan States 29 per cent of the 
total in value. 

Of farm products the McKinley States produce 60 and the Bryan 
States 40 cent of the total product. Of real-estate mortgages 
the McKinley States are burdened with 81 and the Bryan States 
with 19 per cent of the total incumbrance. Of manufactured 
products the McKinley States produce 87 and the Bryan States 
18 per cent of the total product. Of the a paid labor in 
manufacturing the McKinley States pay, 88 and the Bryan States 
12 per cent of the total ree mee silver product the Bryan 
States are far in the lead, ucing 98 and the McKinley States 
but 2 per cent of the total product. In number of savings-bank 


TABLE Il.—Showing the banking 
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depositors the McKinley States show over 98 and the 
less than 2 per cent of the whole number, reversing the 
case of silver. 
It Ne 
of the profoundest significance in the co ion of the 
and currency question and its ing upon those sections of the 
Union which exhibit such marked in all 
which constitute the basis of modern economy in the mechanism 
wa ep o exchange. ins ; 
tis not my purpose at this time to submit reasoning from 
the conditions I have brought into view. Drery warbieer of this 
House will be sensible enough of the influence they must exert 
and credit to communi- 


wealthy, aes sections any more than we can e3 
feebleness of chi or the decrepitude of to ; 
regimen suitable to the vigor of mature Banks can not 
be maintained where there is no banking to do; credit money is 
unavailable where credit does not exist; but these will 

in every community just as fast as material 

wealth, and business require them. 
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TABLE I1.—Showing the banking conditions in the States named—Continued. 








300 176, 750 , 891, 145 
9 ies ow bate} 0. es 
1, 848, 000 499, 750 446, 785 
4. 016,000 wor. 00 | 1, 109, 457 
hanes | sseap| seat 
esis | 25na| 2Snen 
9.552.100; 2503,000} 2305, 802 
8, 275, 000 1,601,250 1. 495, 880 
%, 405, 000 "215.500 | 1,088,660 
855, 000 242.650 216, 790 
2,860,000 | — 1,115,000 OWT. 22 
20,920,000} 5,064,700! 4,515,340 
1,220, 000 248, 500 268, 190 
3.350, 000 730, 350 659, 740 
W yeubintucac~ ~-adesn.cesecnty 860,000} + 240.000 214. 085, 
Colorad0.......-.0-0-----0-----) | $8,487,000) 1,235,500 107,030 
Utah . .-< ss vetneiceteiebiadeied ll} 1,900,000 812, 500 460, 450 
Ce rn eee it| seeo| sem] times 
Washington cece] «6 | Frm000 | 1, 018,500 911, 200 
oe ae ne 909 | 108, 470, 400 747, 900 
eS 24.9 7 iz. = i4 
Total of States ......... 3,644 | 634, 633,325 


This table presents the banking situation in all sections of the 
Union and reveals in some the weakness which comes from the 
lack of nourishment. With sparse population, limited capital, 
small resources in wealth and production, and a limited use of the 
instruments of economy in finance there will be in the nature of 
things inferior facilities for conducting commercial exchange. 
What we would e from an a priori view is precisely what 
we find in the statement to which I have directed your 
attention. A brief recapitulation will help us to a realization of 
the meaning of the figures con in Table II. 

This exhibit shows that the McKinley States contain 75 and the 
Bryan States but 25 per cent of the total number of national banks. 
Of the capital stock the McKinley States have 83 and the Bryan 


States 17 cent of the total. Of bonds deposited to secure cir- 
culation the McKinley States have 89 and the States 11 per 
cent of the total, Of bank-note circulation the McKinley States 


have 88 and the Bryan States 12 per cent of the total. Of individ- 
ual deposits the i States have 85 and the an States 15 
r cent of the total. Of and discounts the inley States 
ave 91 and the Bryan States 9 = cent of the total. Of the money 
due from national and State ks and from reserve agents the 


McKinley States have between 80 and 85 and the an States an 
average of about 20 cent ofthetotal. Ofthes and securi- 
ties held by the banks the McKinley States have 87 and the Bryan 
States 13 per cent of the total. 


But a glance at these ee will show how ey they 
conform to those in Table I, demonstrating that banks will exist 
were they are most needed and will multiply in proportion to the 
means of creating them and the need for their use. 

_Now, let me, in the way of an object lesson, submit an illustra- 
tion of the disparity of ing benefits enjoyed in different sec- 
tions on account of differences in the conditions under which 
banking operations are carried on. 

Lancaster County, Pa., which constitutes the Tenth Congres- 


sional district of contains an area of less than 1,000 
square miles and has a population of about 150,000. It isan ° 


cultural county, containing 500,000 acres of cultivated land divided 
into 9,000 farms which are assessed at nearly $90,000,000. Its agri- 
cultural product in 1890 was $7,657,790, ex: by at least 25 
cent that of any other county in the Union. Its people have 
21,500,000 invested in j ts and mo It has 26 na- 
tional banks, with acapital stock of $3,650,000 a note circulation 
of $1,087,480. No in the county need travel from his resi- 
dence more than 12 miles at most toa national bank, where he can 
obtain all the accommodations he needs if he possesses the neces- 
sary collaterals. 


The following table exhibits the banking situation 
on October 6, 1896: as 


Bank statement for Lancaster County, Pa. 


Capital | Bonds'to | Notes in 
stock. 


/ Individual | Loans and 

moa) esa | deponite. | Sognate 
$3,650, 000 | $1,314,500 | $1,203,920 | $5, 568,909.60 | $7,985, 301.78 
I now present, in order to bring the contrast fully into view, a 


corresponding statement of the king situation in the 
Southern States named. : ae. 






Number of 
banks. 














1, 468, 274, 684 | 





















$13, 501, 874 $15, 261, 317 $730, 847 $499, 473 $1, 798,919 $1, 157,518 
4, 868, 968 6, 432, 705 4422, 308 246, 368 577, 055 316, 
3, 744, 481 5, 856, S44 169, 817 181, 460 440, 120 931, 
6, G34, 498 8, 925, 609 615, 165 387, 691 692, 456 823, 814 
8,911, 651 3, 567, 624 169, O57 212, 956 579, 572 74, 
82, 20, 542 45,174,140 | 3,978,314 | 1,961,085 4, 992, 864 
3, 909, 700 3, 148, 904 265, 059 86, 566 859, 727 
17, 087, 122 19, 903, 647 599, 364 594, 049 8, 725, 487 
15, 585, 139 17, 006, 348 981, 202 110, 689 8, 401, 849 
13, 926, 620 18, 179, 688 997, 012 359, 760 1, 910, 307 
5, 727, 797 6, 417, 525 361, 087 256, 646 729, 766 
2, 02, 424 2, 034, 329 177, 538 35, 122 210, 655 
14, 081, 010 12, 882, 970 387, 333 284, 649 1,821, 199 
30, 552, 776 38,948,048 | 2,746, 738 868, 121 4, 242, 004 
1,661, 422 2,355, 437 67,496 36, O17 243, 154 
11, 418,179 9, 619, 487 670, 130 196, 413 1, 669, 257 
1, 865, 321 1, 721, 965 42, S54 6, 348 302, 120 
24, 280, 416 18, 001,633 | 2,220, 104 584,375 | 3, 577,046 
2, 586, 555 2, 690, 633 200, 070 252,945 | 225, 187 
151, 442 PEE Rinsnnn~xese 524 5, 557 
1, 846, 374 1,197, 738 742, 123 371,08 6, 037, 685 
6, 468, 977 7, 088, 013 454, 850 451, 583 528, 712 
246, 482,715 | 16,988,918 | 7,981,883 | 38,606,548 
8 27.4 | 14.7 2 








2, 962, 342, 089 (106, 079,183 | 29,106,912 | 198, 849,019 {= 792, 887 


Banking statement for seven Southern States named. 


Bonds to Note 





Individ- Loans 

a. ual de- ‘s dis- 

tion. tion. posits. counts 
$806,000 | $705,385 184, 860,988 196, 492, 705 
499, 750 446, 785 | 3, 744,481 | 5,856,344 
507,000 | 1,100, 457 | 6,634, 498 | 8,925, 609 
405, 000 362,930 | 3,911,651 | 3,567,624 
1,215, 500 | 1,063,660 | 5,727,797 | 6,417,525 
242, 650 216,790 | 2, 052, 424 2,084, 329 
248, 500 268,190 | 1,661,422 | 2, 355, 437 











In the foregoing comparison we see side by side two agricultural 
ions of our country—one a single county, with an area of 973 
square miles, with a population of 150,000 and one Representative 
in gress; the other, seven sovereign States, with an average 
area of 48,985 square miles, an average population of 1,225,524, 
and an average representation in Congress of seven members. The 
result of the comparison shows that the former area, limited in 
extent and population as it is, has 37 per cent more banks, 65 per 
per cent more capital stock, 140 per cent more bonds deposited for 
circulation, 100 per cent more circulating notes, 36 per cent more 
individual deposits, and 57 per cent more loansand discounts than 
the average number and amounts in the States embraced in the 
latter extended area. 

The conditions which account for such disparity in banking 
facilities as are revealed in the foregoing comparison are conspicu- 
ous factors in the problem of national banking. They render 
impossible of attainment the proposal of some enthusiastic cur- 
rency reformers, viz, a banking system which will furnish equal 
facilities to and make credit equally available in all portions of 
the country and distribute ibe bah capital of the country so 
as to meet the needs of all sections. This might be possible in a 
country of more homogeneous conditions than ours, but Here and 
now it is one of the “iridescent dreams” of financial Utopia, for 
dissimilar conditions will never yield. similar or equal results in 
banking any more than in other realms. The best we can do will 
be an approximation to this ideal; to so amend our system as to 
secure the least of the worst and the most of the best results of a 
uniform national banking system. That such a scheme will be 
evolved in due time out of the chaos of suggestions submitted, I do 
not doubt. It will not be done, however, in mass meeting, but. by 
the deliberate and painstaking action of the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency of Congress, aided by the best light, the latest 
thought they can obtain on the subject. The bill before the House 
is an important step in that direction, and its passage will afford 
no inconsiderable relief in the sections of the country where the 
need is greatest. 

In conclusion, I submit the following observations from the last 
teport of the Comptroller of the Currency. They leave no doubt 
of the wisdom of this bill. 

ORGANIZATION OF NATIONAL BANKS WITH A LESS CAPITAL STOCK THAN 
0,000. 

The national banking system was for many years protested 
against by these who looked upon its creation by national stat- 
ute as an innovation of the rights reserved to the States under 
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the provision of the Federal Constitution. Whether or not the 
prejudice against the system upon that ground has yielded through 
the decision of the Supreme Court upholding the constitutionality 
of the law, or for other reasons, the fact is that throughout the 
whole country whatever complaint is now urged against it is 
placed upon a different basis. It has drawn to itself support and 
inspired general confidence because of its central and uniform 
governmental supervision and examination, the frequent publica- 
tion of sworn reports of condition, the double liability of share- 
holders, the percentage of reserve to be held against deposits 
required, and the necessity of having the bank’s funds invested in 
quick assets rather than tied up in real-estate investments. These 
features have been the means of giving it a strength beyond any 
State system, and guarantee its future continuance. Its useful- 
ness, however, can still be enlarged and its benefits to the people 
made more widespread. 

The complaint to-day is mainly directed i it because the 
minimum capital stock required is so large that small towns and 
villages can not have the banking advantage which, if less capital 
were required, they might and would. The allegation laid is not 
without force, argument, and reason. In many sections of the 
country under existing requirements national banks, though 
needed, can not be supported from a want of surplus investable 
capital necessary toestablish them. These places suffer more for 
wunt of banks of deposit and discount than from any need of 
banks of issue, but under amendments 6 ard 7, to which atten- 
tion is called, either banks of issue, deposit, and discount or banks 
of deposit and discount alone could be had. 

The minimum capital stock required at present for the organi- 
zation of a national bank is $50,000, with a deposit with the 
Treasurer of the United States of United States bonds of $12,500. 
The proposed reduction of capital stock to $25,000, with a propor- 
tionate reduction in the amount of bonds to be deposited with the 
Treasurer, in places of less than 2,000 inhabitants, would give 
independent banks of issue to communities in the South and 
West which, owing to the conditions surrounding them, can not 
take from their daily business needs a greater sum and invest in 
banking. The result is that they are deprived both of the use of 
foreign and local capital and the utilizing of their own credits. 
The safety of banking upon a reduced capital stock in such locali- 
ties would be not less than that which attaches at present in 
larger cities and towns upon a greater capital stock. State banks 
are, under proper regulations and safeguards, conducted upon 
the basis of a small capital and, with the methods of examinations 
employed and the requirements exacted, there is no reason to 
believe that banks in the national system would be less safe. It 
would be far better for depositors in all towns and villages of 
limited population if officers and directors of national banks had 
dividends to pay upon but half of fifty thousand of capital instead 
of upon the whole amount. It would lessen the hazarding of 
loans upon uncertainties in order to make a profit which can not 
be legitimately earned, and therefore diminish the number of 
resultant failures. 

The enabling of these communities to have national banks would 
bring them in touch with those portions of the country where 
there is a surplus of investable capital. For many years this capi- 
tal has been invested in other States, largely in national-bank 
stocks; and it has thus come about that facilities for commercial 
exchange have been afforded many places where local capital 
could not be furnished for the purpose, and the loanable capital 
needed increased, with the effect of lowering rates of interest 
beyond those previously prevailing. In evidence of the extent of 
this investment it was shown by an investigation made in 1889 
that nearly one-third of the capital stock of 520 national banks in 
Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, Kansas, and Nebraska had been con- 
tributed by Northern and Eastern shareholders, while in Dakota, 
Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Utah, Washington, Wyoming, and 
Arizona more than one-half of that of 144 national banks was held 
by nonresident shareholders. In the States of Virginia, West 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee, of the shares of 410 national banks a little more than 
one-sixth of the total was held by nonresidents. The investments 
of this character made by nonresidents since the date given, and 
especially so during the years from 1890 to 1892, have been at least 
as large, if not larger, than in the years prior, but the fi Ss are 
not at hand to state with accuracy the og eee he facts 
alluded to, however, form of themselves such data upon the point 
made as to make them worthy of consideration. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. May I ask the gentleman whether this 
bill has been submitted tothe Comptroller of the Currency? - 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, yes, and he warmly recommends it. 

Mr. COX. I ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania to yield to 
mea moment. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, the whole object of this bill lies in 


this—and this is the only important point in it—that it gives to 
the people of small towns an Tet tke organize national 
banks upon a capital of less than $50,000. I have never been able 
to see why national banks with cape thousand or twenty-five 
thousand dollars ital could not be organized to suit the 
convenience of communities, just as well as banks with 
$50,000 capital or more. The whole object of this bill, I say; is 
to give small towns an opportunity, under the regulations that 
exist in relation to national banks, to organize banks with less 
than $50,000 capital, and I can not see any objection to it. 

Mr. LACEY. With the existing law modified as this bill pro- 
poses, what capital is required in towns from eight to twelve thou- 
sand population? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Fifty thousand dollars. 

Mr. LACEY. The bill says that a me go of not less than 
$50,000 shall be required for any national bank o in a 
place with a ulation not ex ing 6,000. . 

Mr. VAN RHIS. Onehun thousand dollars is required 
for a place of eight or ten thousand inhabitants. 

Mr. aos Then the existing law is not changed in that 
respect? 

Mr. COX. Not at all. 

Mr. BROSIUS. This bill does not change existing law as to 
towns of more than 6,000 inhabitants. 

Mr. LACEY. Why would it not be right to extend that 6,000 
limit to places of 10,000 or 15,000 population? 
~ ‘Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, do not change the existing law in that 
respect. 

r. LACEY. It is all very well to say ‘‘ Donot doit,” but why 
not? A town of 6,000 inhabitants or less, provided the ulation 
is not less than 4,000, can havea -thousand-dollar , andif 
it is less than 4,000 it can have a twenty-thousand-dollar bank, 
while a town of 6,500 must have a one-hundred-thousand-dollar 
bank. There is too much difference between the requirements of 
the law as to towns of very nearly the same size and im ce. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I would like to inquire of the gen- 
tleman in charge of this billif the committee considered the ques- 
tion whether it might be wise to limit the articles of association to 
ten years, or to a less period, where these banks are organized on 
a small capital? 

Mr. V VOORHIS. I will say to the gentleman that that 
was not the intention. 

Mr. GROUT, Well, now that the matter is t to the 
gentleman's attention, does he not think that as a prudent step it 
might be well not to give a bank with small capital so long a life 
as twenty years, but to limit it to ten years? At the end of ten 
years it could reo: ize and could probably then be able to take 
a larger capital. Twenty years is the longest life a bank can have 
under existing law. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I do not think it would be advisable to 
create in this way two classes of banks. I do not know any reason 
why there should be such a limitation to time as the gentleman 


— 
r. COX. Will the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grocrt] 
yield for a question? . ; 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. Why does the gentleman propose to put restrictions 
upon small banks different from those imposed upon larger banks? 

Mr. GROUT. Twenty thousand dollars is a very small capital 
fora bank. A bank with no larger capital would be understood 
to be a very weak institution. 

Mr. COX. Ido not know as to that. 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly it would be, so far as capitalization is 
concerned. Now, to say that a bank with $20,000 capital shall 
start on a career of twenty years is quite different from saying 
that a bank of $50,000 capital shall do so. 7 

Mr. COX. If in any given town or locality a bank with so large 
a capital as $50,000 could not be o: ized, does the gentleman 
think it would be right to exclude such locality from the privi- 
leges pro when they might organize with a capital of $20,000? 

r. GROUT. I would not exclude them: I would admit them. 
But my individual — is that the life of a bank with so small 
a capital as $20,000 should be limited to ten — the end of 
6 es time it might reorganize, very probably a larger cap- 


1 . ' 

Mr. COX. Do you want to squeeze out the small fellows 
because they can not get up to the amount of capital that some 
others can raise? 

Mr. GROUT. Iam making no proposition to “‘ squeeze out the 
small fellows;” I pose to t them and give them a fair start 
on their career. But it seems to me only t rae that 
where a bank organizes with so small a capital it not run for 
so long a time as pes seu without coming toa settlement. In 
an organization of with so small a capital as $20,000, I think 
— a ee as I suggest—a limitation of ten years—would 

pruden 
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Mr. COX. I differ with the gentleman. 

Mr. KIEFER. Can not any under the present law wind 
up its affairs at any time? 

Mr. GROUT. But under such a provision as I pro fixing 
a limitation of ten years—a bank with this small capital would be 


compelled towind - athe vendof theten years; whereas, otherwise 
it might run on and at the end of twenty years might be found to 
be utterly unsound, and that might be because of the small amount 
of the capital. When a bank has a capital of, say, $100,000 to 
meet deposits the case is different. But without the limitation I 
suggest, & bank with only $20,000 ca geo might take as large a 
sum in deposits as an institution with larger capital, and would 
have nothing with which to meet those deposit cae its small 
ital and the small reserve set aside for that purpose. 

“te not wal to prolong thisdiscussion; but it seems to me such 
a provision as I suggest should commend itself as a sound financial 
measure. With such an amendment it appears to me this bill 
would meet more hearty and general approval. 

Mr. COX. Right there allow me to ask the the 
little banks should be put under a ten-years li the 
large banks under a longer limitation? 

Mr. GROUT. I have stated fully the reason for it, but if the 
friends of the bill are opposed to it, as they seem to be, I shall not 
force the proposition in the form of an amendment, though I 
think it the of prudence to bring the affairs of a twenty- 
thousand capitalization to a settlement at the end of ten years at 
least. 

A MemBer. What is the ordi limit Ng the larger banks? 

Mr. GROUT. Twenty years. t, Mr. Speaker, as I have 
said, I will not submit any amendment. 

Mr. VAN VOOR a I now call for the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the amen omar reported by the Thame were — to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the thiol cine. time, and passed. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the amendment to the 
title, as reported by the committee, will be considered as agreed to. 

There was no objection. 

On motion of Mr. VAN VOORGHIS, « motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


LEAVE TO PRINT. 


Mr. BROSIUS. ‘Mr. ogra I alluded some time ago to some 
figures which I would like to add to my remarks upon the bill 
just dis of. I ask unanimous consent for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the gentleman will have 
unanimous consent to extend his remarks. 

There was no objection. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. There is another bill which I have been 
instructed by the committee to bring before the House; but by 
reason of the absence of the chairman of the committee, who 
desires to be heard on the bill, I will ask that the committee be 
passed tem: y = ——. 

The SP R. e gentleman asks that the committee be 
again passed without prejudice. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none. 

Mr. ave series the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce was Mr. Speaker, I ask that this committee 
be passed without eaadies 

SPEAKER. The gentleman ene sean r. BENNETT 
ee — that = Se a on aoa 
oreign Commerce passed without prejudice. Is there objec- 
= The Chair hears none. a ’ 


amen Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries was 


ntleman wh 
itation an 


AMERICAN a CERES. 


Mr. SIMPKINS, instruction of the committee 
I call up for present coud ae ¢ the bill (H. R. 8190) to provide 
an American register for the bark Ceres, 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Commissioner of 
ized and directed to cause the bark Ceres, Seis ee ery ccs 
foreigners, but now owned by citizens of the United Sta‘ be segitered 


as a vessel of the United States, under the name of Lichtenfels Brothers. 


Mr. SIMPKINS. I ask for the readin ad the report. 
The report (by Mr. SmrpKrys) was reall, as follows: 


the Merchant Marine and Fisheries, having carefull 
considered the bill (H. R. 8190 i00) to provide Amer‘can register 
OTe bes leave to report, recomm : that the bill do ee 
The Sibisinan Lalani casa ving been 
an American 


She was for some a i 200. 


sailed as vessel, and 
convert her avo. bare fo eesnat ee toe t - =n who des sto 
The laws ‘or 5 ott ne oe an expense of about $3,000, 


ls from an 
sold to fi enacted in 1797 
= once being sold to aware and 1808, The reasons 


EIS, I demand the previous question. 
revious question was ordered, and under the operation 
theres the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. § KINS, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


AMERICAN REGISTER—BARGE BLACK DIAMOND. 


a SIMPKINS. So spar the bill (H. R. 7 
an Amerf®an register for the ge Black Diamond. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


, That the 


781) to provide 


Commissioner of Navigation is hereby author- 


ized and directed to cause the foreign-built barge Thomas S. Falck, owned by 
the Mobile Coal Company, of Mobile, Ala., a corporation under the laws of 
Alabama, to be registe ‘as a vessel of the United States under the name of 


Black Diamond 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SIMPKINS, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


AMERICAN REGISTER—STEAMER KAHULUI. 


Mr. SIMPKINS. lIalso call up the bill (H. R. 1706) to provide 
an American register for the steamer Kahului. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Commissioner of Navigation is hereby author- 
ized and directed to cause the foreign-built steamer Kahului, purchased and 
owned by Charles Nelson, a citizen of the United States, and repaired in the 
7 tates, to be red as a vessel of the United States. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and directed 
to cause the inspection of said vessel, steam boilers, steam pipes, and their 
appurtenances, and to cause t» granted the usual certificate issued to 
=" vessels Se the merchant marine, without reference to the fact that said 
steam boilers, ipes, and appurtenances were not constructed pursu- 
ant tothe tows of ft the Jnited States, and were not constructed of iron stamped 
pursuant to said laws; and the tests in the inspection of said boilers, steam 
pi and apperteneness shall be the same in all respects as to strength and 

ety as are required in an inspection of boilers constructed in the United 
States for marine purposes. 


Mr. SIMPKINS. Mr. Sp 


er, I wish to move an amendment 
by substituting Senate bill No. 


206 for the House bill. This bill 
has the Senate, and is identical with the bill just read by 
the Clerk; and I ask that the House bill lie on the table. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman frgm Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. . 

The Senate bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. SIMPKINS, a m 
vote was laid on the table. 

The bill H. R. 1706 was laid on the table. 


MARKING OF VESSELS’ NAMES, 


Mr. SIMPKINS. Mr. Speaker, I call up for present considera- 
tion the bill (S. 1424) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to amend 
section 4178, Revised Statutes, in relation to the marking of ves- 
sels’ names at bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the 
draft,” approved February 21, 1891. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the act entitled ““An act to amend section 4178, Re- 
vised Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ names at bow and stern, 
and also to provide for marking the draft,” approved February 2, 1891, is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

“That section 4178 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same is hereby, 
amended to read entire as follows: 

“*Szo. 4178. The name of every documented vessel of the United States 
shall be marked upon each bow and — the stern, and the home port shall 
also be marked upon the stern. These names shall be painted or gilded, or 
consist of cut or carved or cast roman letters in light color ona dark ground, 
or ina dark color on a light ground, secured in place, and to be — 
visible. The smallest letters used shall not be less in size than 4 ing 
any such vessel shall be found without these names being so mar oak the 
owner or owners shall be liable to a — < of $10 for each name omitted: 
Provided, however, That the names on each bow may be marked within the 


896.’ 

a8 ‘Sec. 2. That the draft of every registered vessel shall be marked upon 
the stem and stern post, in English feet or decimeters, in either arabic or 
roman numerals. The bottom of each numeral shall indicate the draft to 
that line. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will call the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts to the fact that the proposition in the 
bill is that the names shall be marked, as indicated, ‘‘ within the 


motion to reconsider the last 


year 1896.” 
Mr. SIMPKINS. I move to insert “‘ 1897 ” for ‘‘ 1896.” 
The amendment was adopted. 


The bill as amended was ordered to a third reading; and being 
read the third time, it was passed. 

On motion of Mr. SIMPKINS, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SIMPKINS. Mr. Speaker, the chairman of the Committee 
on Merchant Marine and Fisheries being absent, I move that the 
committee be passed over without prejudice for the present. 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent that 
the call of the committee may be temporarily suspended without 
prejudice. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

The Committee on the Territories was.called. 


RIGHTS OF ALIENS TO REAL ESTATE IN THE TERRITORIES. 


Mr. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 9709) to 
better define and regulate the rights of aliens to hold and own real 
estate in the Territories. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


> 

Be it enacted, etc., That an act entitled “‘An act to restrict the ownershi 
real estate in the Territories to American citizens, etc.,” approved Mar 
1887, except so far as it affects real estate in the District of olumbia, be, eae 
the same is hereby, amended so as to read as follows: 

“ That no alien or person who is not a citizen of the United States, or who 
has not declared his intention to become a citizen of the United States in the 
manner provided by law, shall acquire title to or own any land in oy of = 
Territories of the United States except ae. h 
That the prohibition of this section sh: 
to hold or dispose of a in the United States 
to citizens orsu 


bj of foreign coun Mite, 6o far as y ma 
exist by force of any such treaty, shall fries which i exist so long as my 


treaties are in force, and no longer. 

“Sec. 2. That this. act shall n maples: nnknewewnehinany of the Terri- 
tories of the United States a aliens which was oat on or before March 3, 
1887, so long asit is held by the then owners, their regeesente es, 
nor to any alien who shall become a aoa fide cesidonhe the United States, 
and any alien who shall become a bona fide resident of the United States, or 
shall have declared his intention to become “a citizen of the United States 

in the manner provided law, shall have the ht to uire and hold 


lands in either 0 Sere weg ee ited S upon the same terms 


ar Loveheed inde aay incorporcied or patted Gy, sot or lags or 
or parce an or . town, or or 
in any = or mining c in any of the Territories oF 
the ‘ ap ee a ordinary ee th 

adeeeta rein n the 
collection of debts, nor from acq liens. on real estate or any interest 
therein, nor from money and thie same upon estate or 
- interest therein, nor from enforcing any such. lien, nor from acquiring 

holding title to such aa estate or Y nearest therein upon which a 


lien may have heretofore or may hereafter be fixed, or upon w # loan of 
money may have been Nenainiane or hereafter be made and secured: 
Provided, Romsser, That all lands so acquired sold within ten years 


after title shall be pe rfected in him under said sale or same shall escheat 
to = United States ee be forfeited as hereinafter 
Sno, 4 That.an any alien who shall hereafter hold lands in any of the Terri- 
tories of ‘the United States in contravention of the provisions of this act may 
nevertheless convey his title thereto at any time before the institution of 
escheat proceedings as hereinafter provided: Provided, however, That if any 
such conveyance be made by such alien, either to an alien or toa citizen 
of the United States, in trust and for the purpose and with the intention of 
evading the provisions of this act, such conveyance shall be null and void, 
and any such lands so conveyed shall be forfeited and escheat to the United 


* Btates. 


“Sno. 5. That it shall be the duty of the steernee Ga neral of — een 
States, when he shall be informed or have reason to believe that 
of the Territories of the United States are being held Tey teak the eee 
sions of this act, to institute or cause to be tuted suit in behalf of the 
United States in the district court of the Se in the district where such 
land or a part thereof may be or the escheat of the same 
on behalf cf the United States. to the United : Provided, That before 
any such suit is instituted the Attorney-General shall give 
given ninet ne ee notice he! tered Teeter of his intention to sue, or by 
personal notice d or delivered to the owner of said ,or thé 
son who last eo the same for taxation, or his agent, and to all 
persons having an interest in such lands of which he may have actual or con- 
structive notice. In the event personal notice can not be obtained in some 
one of the modes above provided, then said notice shall be pu * 


tion insome newspaper published in the county where the issi and 
if no newspaper is Published in said county, e notice shall be pub- 
shed in some newevene r nearest said count 


y- 
ee if itshall be determined See Se ih at ne ceietetines 
that. the lands are held contrary tothe of this act, the 
and the such lands and 


rt render judgment 
cou Sng t eleedeeeea of such 


Seiten daieaiins csstn etande- antics be paid to t 
court so rendering judgment, and said fund shall remain in the hands of such 
clerk for one year from the date of such payment, subject to the order of the 
alien owner of such lands, or his heirs ch lr nl pay th and if not 
claimed within t: ported ntuee ear, such the same into the 


a 
z 


the United 
tion at Uassuine ohinen afte United Sta’ or abe 
of any other act which, under the provisions of this act, woul entitle ‘im to 
held or own real estate, which bole anes or eee ved, such be 
anes ne mngenens <t costs and a reasonable y feo to be fixed by 


the co 
“Smo. ot That this act shall not in any manner be construed to refer to the 
District of ee oe a’ to authorize aliens to acquire title from the United 
See eee tha lce regulating tum Siapesal of tame ultie neds of te 
ct or ws regu e 
United States. And the — of which this one t 


isan 
expen anthemges act so far as it refers to or affects real estate 
i fhe District of Cofambia, ts of laws.so far as they conflict with the 
ua £o. 8 ws so as 
ese 


provisions of this act are 

Mr. BLUE. a I would ask if that is not the same 
bill that was defeated in an eee to _—— it a few weeks ago? 
A bill referring to alien ownership of land in the Territories was 
considered and defeated in the House. 
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The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman make that pointof order? 

Mr. BLUE. Ido, sir. I think that bill has been defeated once 
this session. 

Mr. CATRON. Thisis not the same bill, I will state to the 
gentleman. While it contains many provisions of that bill, it 
contains others that were not embodied in it. 

Mr. BLUE. Is this a House or a Senate bill? 

Mr. CATRON. A House bill. 

The SPEAKER. Was the bill ordered to be brought up by the 


committee? 
Mr. CATRON. Yes, sir; and it was reported by the committee. 
The SPEAKER. And this is brought up under the order of the 


committee? 

Mr. CATRON. The committee directed me to report. the bill 
and bring it up at the earliest moment. They did not order me 
to bring it. up now, but to report the bill and call it up as soon as 
Icould. The committee has been called, and this is in.order 
under the call, and under the direction given to me I call it up 


for consideration. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr.S I understand that some modifications 
have been made in thi bill, and I am told. that it. is 
now to the gentleman from Iowa: [Mr. HEPBURN] 
aes 5 a I am informed that it has 
been ged so as to meet with his . If thatis true, I 
do not care to press this point of order, but I should like to be 

certain that my information is correct. 

Mr. CATRON. I will state that the gentleman from Iowa 
[Mr. HepauRN] who made the objection told me he would make 
no objection to the bill.. I spoke to him abont it. — 

Mr. McEWAN. Mr.8 , [ renew the point of order. I 
think that. some time o t to be given'to us, [oan to 
er a ee a law that has been in. 
ence in this country and in paper pepe ger pee 
is a proper principle. oe rot onder and ask thatthe 


bill = over er sich 

The oo zmerae ee order? 
Mn MoRWAN, It. is tha this bill, this. bill, 

ven the House at this session, and ae been defeated, 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman give the Chair some 
authority for his point: of order? 

Mr. McEWAN. I submit it to the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not see that the point of order 
would: omnes If the bill is changed, it ceases to be thesame bill. 
F aoe WAN. I say it is substantially the same bill that was 

efea 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think that point of order 
“7 SEWER Then, if you wil pardon meer saying, 

Cc en, if you me for saying so, 
submit it to the superior knowledge of the Speaker on parlia- 
mentary matters, recalling that less than two weeksago the Chair 
voluntarily tried to take me off my feet three times: inside of two 
minutes, without being asked by anybody in the House, and I 


thought perhaps the Speaker in instance would have used the 
—, a that he had at that: time. 
The SPE . Well, the Chair does use it, and overrules the 


point of order. 
Mr. McEWAN. Very well. 
The et er The question is on the engrossment and third 


a 
seem anibiadi tea tibieieiinliiiaitis siecle tala 
Mr.CANNON. Wherein does this bill change the existing law? 
Mr. DOCKERY. It seems deena Ginange ets Segume expla 
nation of it. 
eee The question.is.on the passage of the bill. 
uestion bein, iolee: Mr. McEwan demanded a division. 
ouse divided; and there were—ayes 45, noes 4. 
a Ak, Tae isha, Mie diate, 2 
e ew Jersey C- 
Ewan] Sdeindie iastotanen orum. 
And then, on motion of Mr. Mr. Loup (até o’clock and 12 minutes 
p. m.), the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


ee ee ee executive com- 
ep ee the Speaker’s and referred as 

ows: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
Khnopes: Harton: Wincuminc ie tax of examination and survey o! 
Ahnapee Harbor. the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 


A letter from the Acting Secretary of transmit- 
ting a communication from the Georchuey of tine submit- 
ting an increase in the estimate of appropriation for the continu- 











resources of Alaska—to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, reeommending an 
appropriation for the construction of a money vault in the sub- 
treasury portion of the Boston pest-office—to the Commuttee on 
Appropriations, and d ordered to be printed. 

7 letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in 
compliance with the House resolution of — 5, 1896, lists: of 
appointments and changes of employees: in th 
ment—to the Committee on Reform in the Ci 
ordered to be printed. 


vil Service, and 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills.and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and ref referred to 
the several Calendars thereim named, as follows: 

Mr. DE ARMOND, from the Committee on the Judiciary, sub- 
mitted the views: of the: minority of said committee on the bill of 
the Senate (S. 2984) entitled “Am aet in relation to contempts of 
court;” which said views: (Report No. 2471, ao 2) were referred 
to the House Calendar. 

Mr. HICKS, from the Committee on wwe (HE 173) 
Grounds, to witich. was nefezred the bill’ o ofthe House (Hi _ 
to increase the limit of the appropriation for a public building 
Newport, Ky., reported: the same without amendment, — 
panied by & repart (Mo. —_ which said bill and report were 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

He also, from, the same committee, to which. was. referred the 
bill of the House (H. R. 2718) for the erection of a public building 
at Mayfield, Ky., 
nied by a report. ( 2482); which said bili and report. were 
ceferred to the of the Whole: House on. the state of the: 
Union. 


Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Public Buildings and: 
Grounds, to which was reférred the bill of the House (H. R. 1215) 
providing for the erection of a public building at the city of 

lattsmouth, Nebr., and for other purposes, re the same 
with amendment, accompanied by: a. (No. 2483); which 
said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally re from commi delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. HALTERMAN, from the Committee on Pensions: 


The bill (Hl. R. 1541) granting a pension to Henry Schnetberg, 
of Indiana, Pa.. (Report No. 244.) 


a i. Ee 9009} avanting a pession to Rather Jackson. (Re- 
port No 


.) 
By Mr. MOZLEY, from the Committee on Pensions: The bill 


H. R. 3692 a mn to Mrs. Annie M. Clemens. (Re- 
vert Ne ) granting pensio’ ( 


By Mr. DENNY, from the Committee on Claims: The bill (S. 


2888) entitled “ An act for the relief of Joshua Bishop.” (Report 
No. 2487.) 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
poked the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 


By Mr. COOPER of Florida: A bill H. R. 9932) to provide for 


removing obstructions to navigation from the St. Jo River, 
a and. its tributaries—to the Committee on Rivers and 
rs. 


By Mr. FISCHER: A bill (H. R. 9983) to reduce taxation and.‘o 


provide revenue for the Government, and for other purposes—to 
the Committee on ae and Means - 


By Mr. HOWARD uest): ADill H. R, 9984) to. regula 
the use of cars in the Teamportetion at Soa oy ore 
and Fore and for other purposesto the Committe om Interstate 

v Ms OOCKEELES A bill (H. R. 9935) to. authorize the con- 


struction oF mc nisition of a bridge across the Rio Grande 
at El Paso, in State of Texas—to the Committee on boom 


and Foreign C 
By Mr. LIS: ‘A Dill (. R. 9996) to amend the naval appro- 
ioe the (House bill No. ——_) for the fiseal year ending June 30, 


Me. MILNIS. A ball Gt. bona oe thorize the purchase 


the same with Se ; 
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of a.site for the Government Printing Office—to the Committee 
on. Public ae and Grounds. 
By Mr. PEARSON: A bill (H. R. 9945) to amend an act to in- 
corporate the Washington Market Company, a — May 20, 
to the. Committee on the District of Columbi 
By Mr. WASHINGTON: A concurrent Sasaiiniion: (House Con. 
Res. No. 63) to print 15,000 additional copies of Messages and 
Papers of the Presidents—to the Committee on Printing. 





PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause t of Rule XXII, private bills of the following 
titles were presented and'referred as follows: 

By Mr. BARRETT: A bill (H. R. 9987). granting am increase 
of pension to John Newton Breed—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9938). granting a pension to James F. Burch- 
stead—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill. (H. B. 9939) to amend the military record of Geerge 
W. Wilder—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. DINSMORE: A bill (H. R. 9940) for the relief of Daniel 
Mck of Fayetteville, Ark.—to. the Committee on War 


By Mr. PICKLER: A bill (H. RB. 9941) granting an increase of 
pension to James Parsloe—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr.. THOMAS: A. bill. (H.. R. 9942) nting a pension to 
George Francis—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

‘Also, a@ bill (H. R..9948) ting a pension to Emma Francis— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the follawing petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the Grocers and Manufac- 
turers’ Exchange of Philadelphia, Pa., favoring the creation of a 
department of commerce and manufactures—to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, petitions of T. S. Johnson and others, and John H. Kra- 
mer and others, all of Philadelphia, Pa., favoring the passage of 
Senate bill No. 1675, forbidding the transportation of obscene mat- 
ter by express or otherwise—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Porei ommerce. 

By Mr. APSLEY: Papers to accompany House bill No. 9449, for 
the relief of Egbert A. Stricksma—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. BARRETT: Paper to accompany House bill granting a 

ion to James F. Burchstead, of Company H, Thirty-first 
iment Maine V olunteer Infantry—to the Giivrenaiting on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BULL: Resolutions of the Young Islanders’ Association, 
Clan na Gael, of Pawtucket, R. L., in favor of the passage of 
Senate resolution No. 163, for the independence of Cuba—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: Petition of the Bronze Club, of 
eee Ohio, in favor of Senate resolution No. 163, relating to 

ition of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CHICKERING: Petition of board of supervisors of Os- 
wego County, N. Y.,in favor of Cuban independence—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CURTIS of Iowa: Resolutions of the lowa Academy of 
Science, against Senate bill No. 1552, ‘‘ for the prevention of c ruelty 
to animals in the District. of Columbia”—to the Committee on the 
Distriet of Columbia. 

Also (by request), petition of Le Grand Byington, of the State 
of lowa, asking the repeal of the national-bank act and a yeform 
im Treasury Department methods; also to bring public expendi- 
tures and income to parity—to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

By Mr.. DALZELL: Resolutions of the Master Car Builders’ 
a cusneing the metric system—to the Committee on 
Cae and Measures. 

By. IN: Petition of George W. Schachleiter, to accom- 
pny House bill No. 2826, for his relief—to the Committee on 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. FLETCHER: ResolutionsoftheSt. Paul (Minn. ) Cham- 
ber of Commerce, in favor of maintaining the gold standard—to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. HARMER: Memorial of Francis Remmlein, in connec- 
tion. with. House bill for the removal of the charge of desertion— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial relating to the military service of the late Charles 
G. A th, jr:—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By. Mr. HOWELL: Petition of the New Jersey Society, Sons of 
the American Revolution, urging prompt action of Congress in 
the:Cuban matter—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
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By Mr. MERCER: Resolutions ado at a mass meeting of 
citizens of Omaha, Nebr., in favor of Cuban independence—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, petitions of Clement Chase and Lewis T. Watson, of 
Omaha, Nebr., publishers, against the pasage of House bill No. 
4566, relating to second-class mail matter—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. PARKER: Resolution of the Newark (N. J.) Board 
of Trade, relative to the extension of the term of the President of 
the United States—to the Committee on Election of President, 
Vice-President, and Representatives in Con : 

Also, resolutions of the Board of Trade of Newark, N. J., rela- 
tive to the delay in the matter of postal facilities and building—to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, petition of General Sedgwick Council, Order United Ameri- 
can Mechanics, No. 22, of Newark, N. J., favoring the interven- 
tion of the United States in favor of Cuban independence—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. STRODE of Nebraska: Petition of citizens of Lincoln, 
Nebr., respecting Cuban independence—to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

By Mr. SULZER (by request): Resolutions of voters of the 
Eleventh Congressional district of New York, favorable to the 
recognition and independence of Cuba—to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. TERRY: Paper of the Arkansas River Improvement 
Commission, giving statistics of commerce to be benefited by the 
improvement of Arkansas River—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors. 

By Mr. UPDEGRAFF: Petitions of Dunlevy Bros., of Lansing, 
Iowa, and Boardman Cooley, of Strawberry Point, Iowa, against 
the passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class mail 
matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 





SENATE. 
TUESDAY, January 12, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Miisury, D. D. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings, when, on motion of Mr. NELSON, and by unanimous 
consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 


CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate four communi- 
cations from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of 
the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, cortified copies of 
the final ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice- 
President for the States of New York, New Hampshire, Nevada, 
and Utah; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. NELSON. I —_ resolutions of the Atlantic Coast Sea- 
men’s Union, and ask that they may be read and spread upon the 
RecorD. I make the request leonene the secretary and the presi- 
dent of the association have asked me to prefer such a request. 


The resolutions are short. I should like to have them and 
spread —_ the record. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 


the Senator from Minnesota? 

Mr. HILL. What is the nature of the request? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New York makes 
an eT of the Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. HILL. I wish to learn what is the precise request. 

Mr. NELSON. It is to have the resolution read and printed in 
the Recorp. The petition comes to me from a sailors’ association 
with that request. 

Mr. HILL. It strikes mé that we must have some rule upon 
the subject. A year or two ago my dis ished friend from 
Tennessee [Mr. Harris], who is now absent from his seat, uni- 
formly objected to having all petitions and resolutions of this 
character printed in the Recorp. Of late everything of the kind 
pretty much has been printed in the Recorp. While I sympa- 
thize with the resolutions, I think, and the object the itioners 
have in view, I do not believe we ought to lumber up the Recorp 
with such matters. I objected yesterday to a matter presented 
by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN], and it strikes me that 
I shall be compelled to object to this request, suggesting to the 
Senator from Minnesota that it will answer every purpose if the 
petition is printed as a document. ; 

Mr, NELSON. Iask to have it read to the Senate this morn- 
ing. I e I would have the right to read it in my own time, 

but in of doing so I ask to have the Secre read it. 

Mr. L. There are ways, of course, to evade the rule. I 


ey The Senator, of course, can take any course he 
sees 


Mr. NELSON. I hope the gentleman will withdraw his objec- 


tion. lu are very short. 
Mr. Aid will withdrew it by reason of the a , but 


hereafter I shall object to printing such matters in the Coneres- 
SIONAL RECORD. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the resolu- 
tions presented by the Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. HALE. I submit,if the Senator from New York has with- 
drawn his objection, that there is no need for the reading of the 
— Let it be printed in the REcorD, as req by the 

nator from Minnesota. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is that course satisfactory to the 
Senator from Minnesota? 

Mr. NELSON. It is satisfactory. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed in the Recorp, as follows: 

ATLANTIC COAST SEAMEN’S UNION. 
(General office: 152 Commercial street, Boston, Mass.] 
RT OF e 
Pour Of SSbis Hail Brookin ®: x, 

Whereas American seamen under the nt laws enjoy that measure of 

perereas liberty accorded to all men by Constitution of United States, 
g 


sub to imprisonment and forfeiture of their and f 
violation . civil contract to perform labor hovisell Mateien eee 


4508, 4509, and 4001); and 
ereas by section 10 of the act of of 1884, as amended in 1886, 
and of crimps compelled, to 


rmitted the com’ the wee 
sign away to an “ original tor,” w they owe it to or not, more 
than eae 


50 cent of their wegee before having 
them inn perpeteal state of debt and poverty amounting to slavery; 


and 

Whereas seamen are sub, on the high seas to sexpert pemeces for 
any trifling offense which — by the be ——— as “ a 
onpe to beat, wound, or imprison" them (Revised Statutes, 5347); 
an 

Whereas those provisions allotted to American seamen by law are decidedly 
less in quantity,and generally inferior in ss. tothe out to 
convicts in our peniten thereby causing on 
to their to furnish five times as many cases of scurvy beri-beri 
qo Was fo t Britain, the leading maritime nation of the world: There- 


‘ore, 

Resolved, That we, the seamen of the of New Y in mass meeting 
assembled, hereby earnestly pre oe Senate on Commerce 
to report favorably on bills H. and 6309, as passed by the House of Rep- 
resemtatives on Sap OS of June, BS, one Waneeee ee nited States Sen- 
ators to interest themselves in the e t into law of the afore- 


-fourth Congress. 
by acclamation, after which the meeting 
F. H. BURYESON, Secre: , 
TIMOTHY CARROLL, Chatrman, 

Mr. CALL. I present a petition of sundry citizens of Florida 
living in B County, who are interested and concerned in 
the improvement of the waterway between Titusville and Canav- 
eral Landing, on the Banana River. The petitioners show that 
if a small appropriation were made it would make a vast and 
desirable improvement on this waterway and a the whole of 
that region of country to cheaper navigation. I move that the 
petition be referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ask the 
committee to give it early and favorable consideration. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think itis a matter of some importance, and 
I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive 
business for a few moments. 

Mr. VEST. Will the Senator from Ohio permit me to present 
some petitions? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The executive session will take but a few 
Mr, VEST. I desire first to present ti | 

. ; esire some petitions. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. 

Mr. VEST presented a petition of the Ministers’ Union, of Kan- 
sas City, Mo., and of Kansas City, Kans., pra Congress to 
oo the independence of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on 

e e. 

He also presented a memorial of sundry news dealers and book- 
sellers of Kansas City, Mo., remonstrating the of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class matter; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


Mr. GORDON. Will the Senator from Ohio allow me to pre- 
Mr, SHERMAN. 
Mr. S . Ihave no objection to formal business being 
transacted. 
Board of Trade of 


adjourned at 12.30 p. m. 


Mr. GORDON presented a memorial of the 
a Ga., —_. as memorial E of the Peacock & Hunt gt 
res Company, 0 vannah, » remonstrating — 8 
removal of the duty from alcohol used in the arts; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 
He also presented the memorial of W. D. Tutt, publisher of the 
Elberton Star, of Elberton, Ga., and the mem of J. H. Deve- 
reaux, publisher of the Tribune, of Savannah, Ga., remonstrating 





against the of the so-called Loud bill, rela to second- 
class mail matter; which were referred to the Commi on Post- 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition of sundry citizens of Florida, 
relative to the Perrine land grant; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public i 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Bronze Club, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the passage of the so-called Cameron 
resolution, favoring tion of Cuban independence; which 
was ordered to lie on the i 

He also presented the memorial of T. C. Raynolds, publisher of 
the Republican, of Wooster, Ohio; the memorial of Horace E. 
Dunlap, publisher of the Arizona Range News, of Willcox, Ariz., 
and the memorial of A. B. Flesler, publisher of Dress, of New 
York, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 
relating to secon mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PLATT presented a petition of the Board of Trade of 
Bridgeport, Conn., praying for the establishment of a department 
of commerce and manufactures; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of Mohegan Lodge, No. 33, Inde- 
pendent Order of Good Templars, of Abington, Conn., praying 
tor the enactment of legislation oe the sale of into t- 
ing liquors in the Capitol building; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented a memorial of the publishers of the New Eng- 
land Medical Monthly and the Prescription, of Danbury, Conn., 
remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relat- 
ing to second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of Jackson Circle, No. 4, 
Brotherhood of the Union, of Taouien, N. J., praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Phillips bill, authorizing the appointment of 
a nonpartisan commission to collate information and to consider 
and recommend legislation to meet the problems presented by 
labor, agriculture, and capital; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented the memorial of W. A. Summervill, pub- 
lisher of the a Grove an ae eae a. = J a 
strating against the passage of the ud bill, relating to 
soconaiaal mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and ‘Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Rey. J. Madison Hare and sun- 
dry other citizens of Burlington, N. J», and a petition of Louis F. 
Russi, of Bordentown, and sundry other citizens of New Jersey, 
praying for the enactment of legislation to amend the postal laws 
relating to second-class mail matter, and also to prohibit the trans- 
portation of obscene matter thro the mails; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-O and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Central Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union of Camden, N. J., praying for the enactment 
of legislation providing for the better observance of the Sabbath 
in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PEFFER the memorial of W. P. Morrison, repre- 
senting the Central Kansas Democrat, of Sterling, Kans., remon- 
strating against the passage of House bill No. 4566, known as the 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of T. J. Hudson and sundry other 
citizens of Wilson County, Kans., praying for the recognition of 
the rights of Cuba as a belligerent power and that all the rights 
of in dence be accorded to that people; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. GEAR presented the memorial of H. R. Gregory, publisher 
of the Montgomery County Independent, of Iowa, remonstrating 
against the of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- 
class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the memorials of E. K. Lyles, pub- 
lisher of the Herald, of Houston; of William Arsti, publisher of 
Waterways Journal, of St. Louis; of N. D. Thompson, publisher 
of the Journal of iculture, of St. Louis, all in the State of 
Missouri, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BURROWS presented the petition of Willard Williams and 
36 other citizens of Branch County, Mich., praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Cameron resolution, favoring the recognition 
of Cuban i dence; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. McMILLAN, I present a memorial of the Northeastern 
Suburban Citizens’ Association of the District of Columbia, rela- 
tive to improvements in certain parts of the District. I move that 
Sa be printed as a document and referred to the Com- 

on ; 
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The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR presented a memorial of the Atlantic Coast Seamen's 
Union, remonstrating inst the enactment of legislation pro- 
viding for corporal puni mt or imprisonment of seamen; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented the memorial of John H. Perkins, editor of 
the Grand Army Record, and the memorial of George L. Munn, 
of Easthampton, Mass., remonstrating against the passage of the 
so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. THURSTON presented a memorial of the publishers of the 
Bugle, of Chambers, Nebr., remonstrating against the passage of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter: which 
was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. TELLER presented a memorial of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Denver, Colo., remonstrating against the passage of the 
Pacific Railroad funding bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Society of the Sons of the Revo- 
lution of Colorado, praying for the publication of all the archives of 
the Government relating to the formative period of our Govern- 
ment from about the year 1720 to the close of the war of 1812; which 
was referred to the mittee on the Library. 

He also presented a petition of the Society of the Colonial 
Dames of Colorado, praying that a charter be granted the National 
Society of Colonial Dames of America; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Library. 

He also presented a memorial of the Rocky Mountain Stamp 
Publishing Company, of Denver, Colo., and a memorial of the 
publisher of the Alliance of the Rockies, of Denver, Colo. , remon- 
strating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MURPHY presented the memorials of William Cowper 
Courant, publisher of the Modern Medical Science, of New York; 
of W. N. Whittingham, publisher of the Looker-On, of New York; 
of Luke McHenry, publisher of the Madison County Times, of 
Chittenango; of the Putnam Company, publishers of the Peterson 
Magazine, of New York; of the London Needle Company, of New 
York; of Charles N. Stecker, editor of the Argus, of Mount Ver- 
non; of Frank M. Cornell, publisher of the Patriot, of Fulton; of 
J. M. Williams, publisher of the Register, of Phcenix; of Rev. 
J.J.W , publisher of the League Director, of New York; of 
Rev. J. i. O'Neil, publisher of the ry Magazine, of New York; 
of Wenorauch & Schaefer, publishers of the Brooklyn Blade, of 
Brooklyn; of Alvin P. Chapin, publisher of the Educational Ga- 
zette, of Rochester; of O’Connor Bros., publishers of the Fort 
Plain Standard, of Fort Plain; of George Gunton, publisher of 
Gunton’s Magazine, of New York; of Samuel T. Carter, publisher 
of the Church Union, of New York; of Henry A. Reeves, publisher 
of the Republican Watchman, of Greenport; of George W. Cor- 
liss, publisher of the Insurance Critic, of New York; of Frank 
Dromgoole, publisher of the Recorder, of Mount Kisco; of A. F. 
Ballinger, publisher of the Religious Liberty Library, of New York; 
of Charles 8. Wilber, publisher of the Register, of Pine Plains; 
of L. Dermingny, editor of the Courrier de France, of New York; 
of W.S. Grant Cure, publisher of the Pine Hills Sentinel, of Pine 
Hills; of the Modern Stories Publishing Company, of New York; 
of the publisher of the Nyack Evening Star, of Nyack; of M. T. 

, editor of Union and Advertiser, of Rochester; of Albert 
Turner, publisher of Home Culture, of New York; of E. J. Ryan, 
ublisher of the Catholic Journal, of Rochester; of Charles A. 
uires, publisher of the Port Jefferson Echo, of Echo; of John 
Wesley Hagan, manager of the New Education Publishing Com- 
ony: of New York; of the Christian Literature Company, of New 
Vor ; of C. H. Hufrich, M. D., publisher of the Homeopathic 
Eye, Ear, and Throat Journal, of New York; of Stumpf & 
Steurer, publishers of the American Banker, of New York; of 
C. Bissell, secretary of the Household Words and Grape Leaf 
Company, of New York; of Aaron M. Powell, publisher of the 
Philanthropist, of New York; of Augustus William Abbott, sec- 
retary of the City Vigilance League, of New York: of C. P. 
Conard, president of the Railway Equipment and Publication 
Company, of New York; of W.B. Templeton, president of tho 
Trade News Publishing Company, of New York; of Morris Phil- 
lips & Co., publishers of the Home Journal, of New York; of 
aes Livingston, Son & Co., publishers of the Signal, of Baby- 
lon; of the Metaphysical Publishing Company, of New York; of 
the American Druggist Publishing Company, of New York; of 
C. E. Irwin, r of Munro Publishing Company, of New 
York; of William Paris Balton, publisher of the Advocate, of 
Sidney; of Elbert & Hubbard, publishers, of East Aurora; of L. P. 
& E. E. Carpenter, publishers of the Morris Chronicle, of Morris; 
of P. Mann, publisher of American Fabian, of New York; of A. E. 
Cowles, pe of All y County Democrat, of Wellsville; 
of Louis §. Chapin, publisher of the Metropolitan and Rural 
Home, of Rochester; of W. John Hinchey, publisher of the Herald, 
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of Middleport; of Frank N. Lattin, publisher of the Oologist, 
of Albion; of the Sun Publishing Association, publishers of the 
Sun, of Alfred; of Robert Hartcourt, publisher of Stillwater 
Journal, of Stillwater; of R. A. Anthony, publisher of Anthony’s 
Photographic Bulletin, of New York; of C. E. Merritt, publisher 
of the Chenango Telegraph, of Norwich; of 8. H. Spencer, pub- 
lisher of New Christianity, of Ithaca; of Stillman & Spooner, 
publishers of the Courier, of Brookfield; of F. L. Northrup, editor 
of the Advocate and Family Guardian, of New York; of R. N. 
Plummer & Co., publishers of the American Medical Review, of 
New York; of O. N. Bane & Co., publishers of the Glovers 
Journal, of Gloversville; of B. Holmes, jr., publisher of the 
Poultry Monthly, of Albany; of A. C. Kessinger, publisher of the 
Rome Sentinel, of Rome; of 8S. N. Moore & Co., publishers of the 
Ladies’ World, of New York; of the Art Amateur, of New York; 
of sundry booksellers and news dealers of Troy; of sundry book- 
sellers and news dealers of Buffalo, and of sun booksellers and 
news dealers of Albany, all in the State of New York, remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petitions of W. O. Stitt, of New York; 
of Clifford Thomson, publisher of the Spectator, of New York; of 
©. R. Clifford, of New York; of the American Trade Press Asso- 
ciation, of New York; of Clifford & Lawton, of New York, and 
of W. N. Lawton, of New York, praying for the passage of the 
so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now move that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After twenty minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened. 


RED RIVER BRIDGE, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid -before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1726) to approve 
and ratify the construction of a bridge across the Red River, 
between the States of Arkansas and Texas, at a point above the 
town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said river, built. by the Texar- 
kana Northern Railway Company, but now owned and operated 
by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Railway Company, and to 
authorize the latter company to maintain said bridge over said 
waterway, subject to certain stipulations and conditions. 

The amendment of the House of Representatives was, after sec- 
tion 6, to insert an additional section; and it was read, as follows: 

Sec. 7. That this act shall be null and void if actual construction of the 
bridge herein authorized be not commenced within one year and completed 
within three years from the date of approval thereof. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I move that the Senate concur in the 
House amendment. 

= FRYE. It is the House amendment which has just been 
read? 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Itis. The Senate bill was passed by the 
House with an amendment suggested by the House committee and 
adopted by the House. It just adds another section to the bill to 
the effect that the bridge must be commenced within a certain 
time and finished within acertain time. That is all thereis in it. 

Mr. FRYE. I have no objection to the amendment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BrowniNG, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills: 

A bill (8. 206) to provide an American register for the steamer 
Kahului; and 

A bill (S. 1646) providing for certain requirements for vessels 
propelled by gas, fluid, naphtha, or electric motors. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the bill 
(8, 1424) to amend an act entitied ‘‘An act to amend section 4178, 
Revised Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ names at 
bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the draft,” 
approved February 21, 1891, with an amendment in which it 
requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

be message further announced that the House had agreed to 
the amendments of the Senate to the following bills: 

A bill CH. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which the penalty of 
death may be inflicted; 

A bill (H. R. 1261) for the relief of John Kehl and to restore him 
to his former rating; 

A bill (H. R. 2259) for the relief of William B. Ellis; 

A bill (H. R. 2328) for the relief of Patrick Rainey; 

A bill (H. R. 3113) granting a pension to Margaret A. Kidwell; 
and 


A bill (H. R. 6608) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
military record of George W. Taylor. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R.1708) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act authorizing 
the appointment of receivers of national banks, and for other pur- 
yee a June 30, 1876, as amended by an act approved 

ugust 3, 1892; 

A bill (H. R. 7210) to amend section 5138 of the Revised Statutes, 
to provide for the organization of national banks in towns of not 
exceeding 4,000 inhabitants; 

A bill (H. R. 7781) to provide an American register for the barge 
Black Diamond; 

- bill (H. R. 8190) to provide an American register for the bark 
eres; 

A bill (H. R. 9593) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain 
and acting regimental quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers; 

A bill (H.R. eee a for the — of the 
— Academy for the year ending June 30, : 

A bil a. R. 9709) to better define and te the rights of 
aliens to hold and own real estate in the tories; 

A bill (H. R. 9710) to authorize officers who served during the 
war of the rebellion in the Regular Army to bear the title and on 
occasions of ceremony wear the uniform of their highest rank; and 

A bill (H. R. 9865) ne oe time for the completion of the 
bridge across the East River, between the city of New York and 
Long Island, now in course of construction, as authorized by the 
act of Congress approved March 3, 1887. 


SENATOR FROM DELAWARE, 


Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I rise to a question of privi- 
lege having reference to the vacant seat in this body belon to 
the State of Delaware, and I will read the following mem 2 


JANUARY 11, 1897. 
To the honorable the Senate of the United States: 

Your petitioner, Henry A. Du Pont, who is now a citizen of the State of 
Delaware, and been such continuously d his whole life, begs leave 
to state and show that on the 9th day of y, li he was duly and legally 
elected to the Senate of the United States by the legislature of the State of 
Delaware for the term of six years beginning on the 4th day of a 1 
and in due time his credentials as such Senator-elect were presen an 
filed; but objection eae made as to the legality of such election, the said 
credentials were refe to the Committee on and ns with 
directions to investigate such election and rt tothe Senate; and this was 
done - such committee and a report submi favorable to the validity of 
such election, with a resolution for ado: oom Oo Se Senate that your peti- 
tioner was entitled to his seat under and b: © of such election. 

After debate upon the matter, the committes’s resolution was not adopted, 


and your petitioner was denied a seat. 


Your petitioner ny claims that his said election was and that 
he is entitled thereunder to aseat asa Senator from the State of De and 
further respectfully claims that injustice has been done the State of Dela- 
ware and your pethionee ore refusal of your body to seat him 
as a Senator from the said State. : > 

Your petitioner therefore submits that, under the , the ques- 
tion of the validity of his election should bein and acted upon 


by the Senate as a fixed, cdntinuing body which never and never can 
lose control and jurisdiction over its eee, which can not forfeit 
or oeneene mares at any time to inquire into the claim of any person as a 
member thereof. 
Your petitioner further states that he h cit a. toshow on another 
that he is entitled y to such seat. 


consideration of the su re ae 
ra’ pers and documents on file 
thereon. and soberred Committee 


in such case be en to the on 

vil with directions to such committee to ee 
such election and to reconsider the same in full and in all and re- 
port to the Senate, that it may reconsider the case and seat your petitioner, 
as he deems law and justice to the State of Delaware and to req 
10 be a ee ee ee ae rere 

ery respectfully, 
H. A. DU PONT. 


The undersigned, who were members of the Delaware legislature on the 
9th day of May, 1895, and who voted on that date for Henry A. Du Pont for 
the office of United States Senator from Delaware, most heartily join in the 
foregoing petition, and y request that it be 


Speaker ete He ey tati 
° louse O Rowvees ves. 
PRANOIS M ALKER. 
SAMUEL ALRICHS. 
JOHN W. JOLLS. 
WALTER 8. MONEY. 
JOHN M. C. MOO 
GEO. F, PIERCE. 
G. H. TOWNSEND. 
GEORGE W. REYBOLD. 


I ask that the memorial may be received, and, with all the other 
papers in the case relating to the vacant seat, may be referred to 
the Committee on Privil and Elections. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Hit in the chair). Is there 
objection? The Chair hears none, and it is so o: 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PEFFER ar! Mr. Brice), from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was re ferred the bill (8. 3319) to increase the pension of 
Alice de K. Shattuck, widow of Lucius H. Shattuck, Company I, 
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Fifth Massachusetts Infantry, three months, reported it with 
amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also (for Mr. GALLINGER), from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2941) granting increase of pen- 
sion to Alfred P. Buss, reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon. 

Mr. CA = eg + pra on es - whom = 

ferred the bill ( n an rease of pension 
George W. Walton, sepeetel without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon: 

He also (for Mr. PRITCHARD), from thesame committee, towhom 
was referred the bill (8. 8185) ting an increase of on to 
John McGrath, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a 

eport thereon. 
; e also (for Mr. GALLINGER), from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 3311) to increase the pension of Arabella 
V. Washburn, reported it with amendments, and submitted a 
report thereon. 


Mr. ROACH (for Mr. GALLINGER), from the Committee on Pen- 


sions, to whom was referred the (S. 3361 — a on 
to Sarah R. Frary, reported it without amendment, submitted 
a report thereon. 

Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3324) granting a pension to Allen Buckner, of 
Baldwin, Kans., reported it with amendments, and submitted a 
report thereon. , 

Mr. SHOUP, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 94) increasing the pension of Melancthon 
McCoy, of peers gS K, One hundred and — hth Illinois 
Infantry, reported it without amendment, and submi a report 
thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 1640) granting a pension to Catherine L. Nixon, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. MARTIN, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 8726) to provide for the pay- 
ment of certain claims inst the District of Columbia by draw- 
back certificates, repo ‘it without amendment, and submitted 
a report thereon. 

Mr. BRICE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2672) granting a pension to John J. Shockey, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

e also, from tlie same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 8190) granting a pension to Amos L. Hood, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3191) granting a ee to Milton T. Bedford, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3108) ting a pension to Jesse O. Davy, reported it 
with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. MILLS. I ask unanimous consent to call up for consider- 
ation a little bill reported from the Committee on Commerce that 
will take only a minute. It is Senate bill 3490, to provide for the 
appointment of a board of engineers to examine a work and report 
upon it. 

Mr. PLATT. Is the morning business through? 

Mr. SEWELL. Will the Senator from Texas allow me to intro- 
duce a bill? 

Mr. MILLS. I will withdraw the request for the present. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SEWELL introduced a bill (8S. 3506) for the relief of Emma 
R. Rusling; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
compan rs, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PLA troduced a bill (S. 3507) to provide for light- 
houses and other aids to navigation; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BURROWS introduced a bill (S. 3508) to authorize the 
purchase of a site for the Government Printing Office; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

_Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 3509) to increase the pen- 
sion of Gen. James W. McMillan; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CANNON introduced a bill (8. 3510) for the relief of Ve- 
rona E. Pollock; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

He also introduced a bill (8.3511) amending the military record 
of and granting an honorable discharge to Nelson A. Potter; which 


was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3512) increasing to $12 per month 
the pensions of widows of survivors of the Mexican war; which 


= read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
ns, 





Mr. HOAR introduced a bill {s. 8513) to authorize the appoint- 
ment of an additional judge of the United States court in the 
Indian Territory, and for other purposes; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill (S. 3515) to grant a pension 
to Rev. Warren Cochran, of Omaha, Nebr.; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SHOUP (for Mr. GALLINGER) introduced a bill (S. 8516) 
oe a _— to Louise Van Atter; which was read twivte by 

ts title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLARK introduced a bill (S. 3517) to provide for the pur- 
chase of a site and the erection of a public building thereon at 
Evanston, in the State of W caning: which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, 

Mr. WILSON. I ask, out of the usual order, unanimous con- 
sent to call up Senate bill 8875, authorizing the construction of a 
bridge across the Columbia River, in the State of Washington. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Washington? 

Mr. PLATT. I desire to introduce a resolution before we pro- 
ceed to business on the Calendar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed. The intro- 
duction of bills and joint resolutions is still in order. 


TERMS OF POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. HILL. I introduce a bill which I ask may be read, when I 
shall ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to make a brief ex- 
lanation of the bill, and I will then ask that it be referred to the 
mmittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
The bill (S. 3514) to regulate the term of office of postmasters, 
fy a the first time by its title, and the second time at length, 
as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the term of office of all postmasters hereafter 
appointed shall be four years, subject to the power of removal or suspension 
according to law. t in case of a vacancy occurring in the office of a post- 
master, occasioned by death, removal, resignation, or otherwise, the same 
shall be filled by oa for the peeing Saexpived term. 

That the term of office of a tmaster shall be deemed to commence from 
the date of his assumption of the discharge of the duties of his office, a record 
of which shall be kept in the office of the Postmaster-General. 

That the term of office of all postmasters now in office shall be four years 
futons to the power of removal or suspension according to law), and such 

rms shall be deemed to have commenced from the date of the assumption 
of the duties of the office by the occupant: Provided, however, That where the 
oan’ occupant shall have been appointed to fill a vacancy occasioned by 

hé death, removal, resignation, or otherwise, of his immediate predecessor, 
he shall only hold his office for the remainder of the unexpired term of four 
years, provided he was om from the same political party to which 


such predecessor belonged, or is a member of the family of such predecessor. 
SEc. 2. Sh ectnent ew of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
Sxc, 3. This act s take effect immediately. ° 


Mr. HILL. Mr. President, the object of this bill is to remedy 
the present situation of post-office appointments. The matter is 
now in a sort of a hotch-potch condition, and I think it important 
at this particular time to commence political bookkeeping upon 
correct principles and fair and honorable policies. 

The object of the bill is to determine definitely and certainly 
exactly what ought to be done in regard to post-office appoint- 
ments. I call the attention of the Senate, in the first place, to 
the material alteration proposed in the existing law. The bill 
provides that all postmasters shall hold their terms for the definite 

iod of four years. Fourth-class postmasters have always held 
heir terms of office at the pleasure of the appointing power. 
This is a ‘‘reform,” if I may use that expression, whereby a defi- 
nite term shall be fixed for those offices. 

Permit me to call the attention of the Senate to the fact that 
both political parties have used this power for the arbitrary and 
summary removal of fourth-class postmasters. It has been 
deemed that as they hold their offices at the pleasure of the ap- 
pointing power the appointing power should remove them at 
will without any reason being given whatever. The policy was 
pursued, perhaps, to the satisfaction of all parties at that period, 
when the office of Assistant Postmaster-General was held by the 
distinguished Presiding Officer of this body. Subsequentiy, under 
the administration of a ‘‘ reform ” Postmaster-General, Mr. Wana- 
maker, of Pennsylvania—and I trust I do not offend the distin- 
guished junior Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Quay] by thus 
speaking of that Postmaster-General—that same policy was pur- 
sued, and he removed fourth-class postmasters at will. 

Since the advent of the present Administration to power, a new 
policy has been pursued with regard to fourth-class post-offices; 
whether wisely or unwisely, whether to the demoralization of the 
party to which the President belongs or otherwise, I do not now 
propose to discuss. The present Administration has permitted 
all fourth-class postmasters to serve out a full four years’ term, 
although there is no term fixed by law. Removals have been very 
rare, and made for good and sufficient cause. 

Mr. President, I know not what the new Administration of Mr. 
McKinley may do. I do not know of anyone around this circle 








708 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





JANUARY 12, 





who is authorized to speak for him; but it may be that we must 
trust to the generosity of the incoming President to pursue the 

yolicy of the present Administration. I think the matter had 

etter be regulated by law. Ithink if Se ursued by the 
present Administration is to be continued at all, it should be 
settled, determined, and continued by law, and that the appointing 
power should be relieved of the importunities which will be made 
upon it to immediately remove these Democratic postmasters and 
appoint ———s partisans in their places. Therefore this bill 
is presented. In the end it will be the fairest for both parties. 
All post-offices of whatever grade should be placed upon a par. 
Therefore, the first point in favor of this bill is that it makes the 
term of fou, Sh-class postmasters a definite and fixed term of four 
years, subject to the right of removal for good and sufficient cause. 
1 think it will be productive of much good if Congress shall now 
pass this bill and establish the principle that these offices which, 
whether wisely or unwisely, foolishly or necessarily, have been 
made the football of party politics shall be placed upon some 
basis which is definite. Let it not be said that one Administra- 
tion by reason of its wisdom or its caprice, or whatever you may 
please to term it, allowed all these officers to remain for four 
years, and another Administration arbitrarily and unwarrantedly 
turned them ont of office. 

What next does the bill provide? It provides a method by which 
political bookkeeping can be made accurate. The difficulty now 
is that a nomination may be made, and it may be held up by the 
Senate for along period of time. It may be a recess appointment. 
The person takes possession of the office. I know of several cases 


where nominations have been held up for a year or so, the Presi- 


dent persisting in making the appointment and the Senate not 
choosing to confirm. Su uently the Senate relents and the 
postmaster is confirmed. It is held that under existing law he 
holds his office from the date of his confirmation. That gives the 
officer in all such cases a five or six years’ term of office. When a 
new Administration comes into power, it must trump up charges 
to satisfy the conscience of the ident—and sometimes it does 
not take very much to satisfy the consciences of our Presidents 
where they desire to make removals—in order to make an imme- 
diate change. 1 would relieve every Administration from the 
responsibility for this state of affairs. I would relieve all Admin- 
istrations from the importunities of their party friends in asking 
that in sach cases a removal shall be made. 

Mr. President, there is another class of cases. A postmaster 
holds for three years and over—a Democratic postmaster, for in- 
stance. Few die and none resign. Once in a while a Democratic 

.0stmaster dies, and the President sees fit to send in the name of 
his widow for that office. The Democrat may have held the office 
for a period of three years and a half, and our Republican friends 
naturally object, under the existing political situation, to having 


the widow con for four years. 

Without endeavoring or aes now to divulge any of the 
secrets of the Post-Office Committee, I speak “o" this subject with 
fuli knowledge of the situation, being one of the minority mem- 
bers of that committee. Ihave been importuned by Democrats in 
all parts of the Union to look after their rights. ere is a large 
nuinber of States where there are no Democratic ntatives 
in this Chamber, and Democratic Senators are becoming gradually 
less, especially in the Northern States. There are postmasters 
writing to me from all parts of the North calling attention to the 
fact of their nomination and asking whatcan bedone. There are 
to-day 250 Democratic nominations in the hands of the Post-Office 
Committee awaiting some action. There are postmasterships 
now about which there will be some friction, which will con- 
tinue to become ter until the 4th day of March. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Is it convenient for the Senator to have me 
ask him a question at this time? 

Mr. HILL. I hope the Senator will wait until I get through. 
Then I shall be — to answer. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is right in this connection. 

Mr. HILL. Very well. 

Mr. CHANDLER. TheSenator stated that the present Admin- 
istration had not made removals of ——— during the terms 
expressed in their commissions. want to ask the Senator 
whether he is able to say removals have not been made since the 
8d day of November last of postmasters on account of their polit- 
ical action in the election of that ae 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, what I was particularly saying was 
that fourth-class postmasters had been allowed to serve out a full 
term of four years, although there was no law fixing the term. 
That, as a general rule, isabsolutely true. It is further absolutely 
true that every postmaster whose appointment is fixed by law has 
been allowed to serve out his term with ibly a half dozen 
exceptions, where they have been remo political 
or pernicious activity. Allow me to say right here, Mr. President, 
that I take but little stock in removals, But that is now 

foreign to the real question in 





answered m ay 4 





Mr. CHANDLER. Will theSenator allow me tosay he has not 
y question. The question is whether since the 3d of 
Presidential appointments, 


officers confirmed by 
the Senate, have not been removed during the term for which they 
were appointed on account of their political conduct at that elec- 


tion? 
Mr. HILL. Yes; I think thatis so as to a few of them, a half 


dozen of them. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Is the Senator informed as to the number? 

Mr. HILL. I think about half a dozen. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Judging from the complaints that have 
come to me, there are a great many more than that. 

Mr. HILL. By the clamor one would think there were a thou- 


sand. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I should think there were many more than 
half adozen. The complaint is specifically made to me as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads that post- 
masters have been removed for no other reason than because they 
voted for Mr. Bryan for President; and I want to present that fact, 
if it is so, in ition to the statement of the Senator from New 
York that while Mr. Wanamaker made removals of postmasters 
during his term this Administration has not removed any post- 
masters during the terms for which they were ted. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, the defense of 
master-General, Mr. Wanamaker, is entirely superfluous and un- 
— — pn onan _ recollect what te hie I said Mr. 
anamaker pursw e policy pursued predecessors 
in office of removing at pleasure fourth-class . 
That is the proposition I made. I did not speak of Mr. Wana- 
maker’s action in regard to Presidential offices. I know he made 
some removals in such cases. Let me give the Senator an in- 
stance, 

Mr. PLATT rose. 

Mr. HILL. I decline tobe interrupted now. Iask the Senator 
—_ th Sy at Missions Republican postmaster 

© city o! ira a i was appointed 
by Mr. Harrison very early in his Administration in the place of 
a Democrat, whose ee He was confirmed 
and held office for three years and a . Then, by reason of a 
factional squabble in the ublican party, an inspector was sent 
to Elmira, and he.trumped up some as good a 
postmaster as there ever was in that city. blican post- 
master was removed under the ‘‘reform” administration of Mr. 
Wanamaker, and another Republican was put in his place. If 
= — a had not op Pp action marge it, Ser 

ve e spectacle presen’ seven years a 

<a postmaster and a half year of a Democratic 
postmaster. 

Let me go further, and be entirely frank, because there is no 

litics involved in this question—I mean no political advantage 

be gained by either by this bill, but is fair politics 
involved in an honorable ition of this question. Mr. Cleve- 
ne alten toon the Ped Olle Denanauaien tee 
ab t an inspecto ine eke toate ek aieee 
way, sent an r up \ some 8 
against the postmaster, and the t ‘Administration put him 
pies the office to-day. But it is 


out, ont 5 anet pmpecet eaey - 
against just way ing business I protest. 
It is just such a method that I desire to have avoided in the future. 
Let these men hold their offices for four years. 

What was the remedy? After the Republican had held this of- 
fice for three years and a half, and by reason of a factional squab- 


former Post- 


ik eee “i the remaining 
‘or 

t is the existing law—but that every 
be for four years, and where a vacancy occurs 
resignation, or by death that the new shall hold for the 
Paes» * ep laraemanme te tre he is of the same polit- 


I have also provided in the bill for acase where the appoin 
longs to the same family, thus covering the case of the widows and 
anetahhene 48.9 deuunanh poe. is a fair ition. 
This question has got to be settled. It will be as fair for one party 
as for another in end, 

sn the new Administration comes in, what spectacle will con- 

front it? Within the last ten days there have been several ap- 

intments sent to the Senate of widows of deceased 


removal, by 


course, our Republican friends will dislike to to their 
confirmation. blican members of the other House will nat- 
urally not desire to be confirmed. Because the new 


appointees will hold over three years and a half of a new Admin- 


istration, and no political party should an advan over 

peer pie pes ag ee That is the point 

involved, and that is the effect of this aes 
{Our Democratic friends will want measure in 1901, 





parties ought to have it now. It prevents a scramble from now 
until the 4th of March in regard to the appointment or confirma- 
tion of these various postmasters. — : 

Mr. President, I have already said that there are 250 nomina- 
tions now pending before the Post-Office Committee. What is to 
be done with them? Am I to appeal simply to the generosity of 
my opponents for action upon those nominations? Are we to have 
a squabble which will me more and more severe every three 
months during the closing days of every Administration? I think 
we should not. I think the best policy would be to define exactly 
the status of these postmasters, and let thém thoroughly under- 
stand what istobedone. 4 2 

That is the effect of this bill. It gives no political ponte any 
advantage over another. In other words, there is no injustice to 
us and no injustice to our ablican friends. — a 
friend from New ae [Mr. CHANDLER] will say that 
need not worry about the ublicans, that they are competent 
to take care of themselves. 
get the advan of the Democratic people. We Democrats do 
not wish to be taken for chumps, if I may use such an ression. 
Let us have the rights of our respective parties defined by law, 
and let not the terms of office depend upon the importunity of 
members of Congress, upon the nature of Senators, upon their 
ability to persuade and induce their colleagues to confirm certain 
nominations. 

A fourth-class postmaster holds, as I said before, during the 

leasure of the appointing power. There has been a num- 
toe of fourth-class postmasterships raised to the third c dur- 
ing the present Administration, and they have been raised to the 
third class after the Democratic appointee had held the office for 
over three years, and if we co the Democratic oe 
many of these particular Democratic ae will hold for 
seven-odd years. That is unjust to the Republican party, and 
undoubtedly there will be more or less contention before the 3d day 
of March on the question of nominations. I want to avoid that. 

Mr. President, when you have made a third-class office out of a 
fourth-class office and appoint the man who has held the place for 
three years, that Democrat should be satisfied when his four years 
are out, and he should turn the office over to a Republican. That 
can not be done under the existing law. The only way a new 
Administration can make all things even for the party is to go to 
the miserable subterfuge of trumping up charges to satisfy the 
conscience of the President in order to put the incumbent out. 
What has been done under the present Administration has been 
done under all Administrations, except that the present Admin- 
istration has allowed all fourth-class postmasters to fill out a fuil 
period of four years just as though the law provided for a four- 
year term. 

Mr. ALLEN. May I ask a question of the honorable Senator 
from New York? 

Mr. HILL. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. I ask the Senator from New York if he can recall 
any instance in the history of the country where the ident of 
the United States has removed any postmaster or oth cer for 
te and intelligently supporting the nominee of his party for 

esident? 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I am not going to stir up old by- 
gones; but away back in the time when Mr. Douglas was the can- 
didate for President of the regular Democratic party, and Mr. 
Breckinridge was the candidate of another wing of that party, 
postmasters were removed by President Buchanan for the — 
offense of ae Mr. Douglas for the Presidency; and 
records are of just such instances. 
or CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt 


Mr. HILL. I am not to be diverted into a discussion of this 
last subject, because that question is not involved. This bill will 
not prevent any President from removing a man from office u 
charges. You can not so provide. You have got, should this bi 
become a law, still to trust the appointing power, because he must 
have the inherent right to remove for cause; but I want to relieve 
every Administration from the necessity of tramping up ae 
in a to equalize political advantages. That is what this 
will do. 

If any President shall see fit to remove an official because of 
‘pernicious activity,” as it is called—a phrase which I do not fully 
comprehend, understand, or a te—there is no way of pre- 
venting it, because he has the absolute power to remove under the 
Constitution of the United States and under our existing laws. 

e the case of a Democrat whose post-office has just been made 
a third-class office. He has held office for three years and a half, 
and now under his commission he is going to for four years 
more. The Republican member of Congress from that district 
wants to oust that man. Naturally he does not want him, because 
his political friends at home will say: ‘‘ This is not right. Simply 
because that office was made a third-class post-office is no reason 
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why this man should be permitted to remain in his office.” What 
is the effect of it? His party friends get around the Postmaster- 
General and trump up this charge and that charge against him in 
order to secure his removal, whereas if the term of the office should 
expire after a man had held for the full term of four years, he 
could honorably retire from the office. It is to prevent these re- 
movals, which more or less carry a stigma with them, that I have 
introduced this bill, and because my attention has been called to 
them on account of the fact that Iam an humble member of the 
minority of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, where, 
to a large extent, the burden of looking after the interests of the 
minority falls. 

Therefore, Mr. President, I submit my proposition, which I hope 
will be taken up by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads 
in the spirit in which I have introduced it, and that they may be 
induced, in the interest of better government and in the interest 
of fair political dealing, to report favorably on this bill. What 
else I desire to say on this subject may better be said in executive 
session, 

I ask that the bill be referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Bacon in the chair). 
reference will be made. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. JONES of Arkansas submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was 
oe to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. PLATT submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BLANCHARD submitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was 
— to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. CLARK submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McBRIDE submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered ¢o be 
printed. 


That 


ORDER, OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WILSON, I again ask unanimous consent for the con- 
sideration of the bill (8.3375) authorizing the construction of a 
bridge across the Columbia River, in the State of Washington. 

Mr. PLATT. I wish the Senator would withhold his request 
until resolutions can be introduced. 

Mr. ALLEN. I hope we may be permitted to get through with 
the noe business, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection is made to the request 
of the Senator from Washington. 


NATIONAL BANKRUPTCY BILL, 


On motion of Mr. HOAR, it was 

Ordered, That 4,000 copies of Senate Document No. 237, first session Fifty- 
fourth Congress, be printed for the use of the Committee on the Judiciary. 

REPRINT OF PACIFIC RAILROAD BILL. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask for a reprint of Senate bill 3488, which 
has been incorrectly printed, partly through my fault and partly 
through the fault of the Printing Office. 

The order was to, as follows: 

Ordered, That the bill (S. 3488) to create a board of trustees of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company and the Central Pacific Railroad Company, and to 
fund the bond debts thereof, and for other purposes, be reprinted. 

ABBREVIATION OF CONGRESSIONAL REPORTS. 


Mr. PLATT submitted the following resolution; which was 
read: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Rules is instructed to consider the prac. 
ticability of abbreviating the uy sapere of the proceedings of Congress as 
published in the CoNGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Mr. HOAR. Who will abbreviate the reports? 

Mr. PLATT. I donot wish to make any remarks about the 
resolution, except to say that there is a growing necessity for les- 
sening the volume of the CONGRESSIONAL Recorp. I desire that 
the resolution may be referred to the Committee on Rules. I 
have introduced it simply to call the attention of the Committee 
on Rules to the subject. 

Mr. GORMAN. I suggest to the Senator from Connectivut 
that that resolution ought to go to the Committee on Printing, ag 
that committee has special charge of the matter of the printing of 
the REcorp. 

Mr. PLATT. I have no objection to that reference. 

Mr. HALE. I think the Committee on Printing would be very 
ae to have the valuable suggestions of the Committee on Rules 

lore acting upon the resolution, and I should prefer that the 








resolution in its travels should go first to the Committee on Rules, 
and then, after a proper delay, it will come to the Committee on 
Printing for proper delay there. [Laughter.] 

Mr. PLATT. Itis a resolution instructing the Committee on 


Rules to consider the question. I ask, therefore, that it may be 
referred to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. HALE. I think that is better. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, the resolu- 
tion will be referred to the Committee on Rules. 


EMPLOYMENT OF STENOGRAPHER, 


Mr. CULLOM submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate: 


Resolved, That:the stenographer reporting the hearings before the Com- 
mittee on Interstate Coramerce under the resolution of the Senate of Decem- 
ber 9, 1896, and also the hearings pending before the Committee on the Census, 
be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 


ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


Mr. STEWART. Yesterday the Senator from Vermont [Mr. 
Proctor] spoke on a joint resolution to amend the Constitution 
with reference to the term of the President of the United States, 
and I was about to make a few suggestions on that joint resolu- 
tion. Is it now before the Senate? 

Mr. ALLEN. If the Senator will permit me, there is a Senate 
resolution now on the table coming over from yesterday morning 
which should be laid before the Senate. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the Senator from Nevada will allow 
the resolution of the Senator from Nebraska to be laid before the 
Senate. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair lays before the Sen- 
ate the resolution submitted yesterday by the Senator from Ne- 
braska [Mr. ALLEN], which will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, directed and 
aeeet to inform the Senate— 

irst, whether Isaac Walker & Sons, of Philadelphia, Pa., who are en 
in constructing additions to and making repairs on the naval hospital at 
Brooklyn. in the State of New York, have violated, or are violating, or suf- 
fering violations of the act of Congressof August 1, 1892, commonly known as 
the ‘‘ eight-hour labor law,”’ by requiring those engaged in laboring for them 
on s#id work to work more than eight hours per day; and if so, what os 
ony. have been taken by the Navy Department to prevent such violations; 
and if like violations are being committed =e J. Carlan, a contractor, of 
eenIye, N. Y., and what steps, if any, are being taken to prevent the same; 


an 

Second, what measures, if any, have been taken by the Navy Department 
to prevent violations of the so-called eight-hour labor law on Government 
works under its supervision; and if no such measures have been taken, what 
further legislation, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, is necessary 
to empower the Navy Department to supervise, control, and restrain the 
action of contractors and builders e: in the construction and repairs of 
Government property. 


Mr. CHANDLER. i desire to say that when this resolution 
was under consideration yesterday, the Senator from Nebraska 
was right and I waswrong. There isa law upon the statute book 
which prohibits the ns for more than eight hours a day 
of laborers and workmen by any contractor on the public works 
of the United States, and therefore a resolution which suggests 
violations of that law is a proper resolution to beadopted. I send 
the act to the desk and ask that it may be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read as re- 
quested, if there be no objection. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


CHAPTER 352, LAWS OF THE FIFTY-SECOND CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION. 
An act relating to the limitation of the hours of daily service of laborers and 


mechanics employed upon the public works of the United States and of the 
District of Colam . 


Pe it enacted, etc., That the service and ouployment of all laborers and 
mechanics who are now or may hereafter be employed by the Government 
of the United States, by the District of Columbia, or by any contractor or 
subcontractor w any of the publie works of the United States or of the 
said District of Columbia, is hereby limited and restricted to eight hours in 
any one calendar day, and it shall be unlawful for any officer of the United 
States Government or of the District of Columbia or any such contractor or 
subcontractor whose duty it shall be to employ, direct, or control the services 
of erfch laborers or mechanics to require or permit any such laborer or me- 
chanic A work more than eight hours in any calendar day except in case of 
extraoi cy. 
cer or nt of the Government of the United States 
, or eny contractor or subcontractor whose 
duty it shali be poomeler, direct, or control any laborer or mechanic employed 
upon any of ~ works of the Uni States or of the District of 
lum bia, who intentionally violate any provision of this act shall be 
deemed guilty of a or, and for each and every such offense shall 
upon conviction be a not to exceed $1,000 or by imprison- 
ment for not more six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, 
in the discretion of the court ha jurisdiction thereof. 
Sec. 3. The provisions of this act shall not be so construed as to in any 
manner apply tv or affect contractors or subcontractors or to limit the hours 
ce of laborers or mechanics e upon the public works of 
the United States or of the District of Colum for which contracts have 
been entered into prior to the passage of this-act. : 


Mr. CHANDLER. I ask that the date of the act be read. 


The Secretary. An act approved August 1, 1892. 
Mr. ALLEN obtained the floor. 
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‘application in this case. 











Mr. HALE. Before the Senator from Nebraska 
me ask him a question. At what place is the allegation that the 
law was violated fixed by the Senator? I did not notice that point 
in the reading of the resolution. 

Mr. ALLEN. At what locality? 

Mr. HALE. Yes. 

Mr. ALLEN. Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. HALE. In the navy-yard? 

Mr. ALLEN. Yes, in the hospital. 

Mr. HALE. I call the attention of the Senator from Nebraska 
to what I understand is a fact, that the law which has just been 
read has been construed as applicable to men employed under con- 
tract upon public works, that is, upon buildings, and that it has 
been construed as not applicable to outside work upon materials 
before they enter into or are entering into the construction of the 
building. Whether that is true about navy-yards I do not know. 

Mr. ALLEN. I do not think there can be any doubt about its 


Mr. CHANDLER. The first clause ified in the resolution 
is work upon the naval hospital in Brooklyn. 
Mr. ALLEN. It refers to men engaged in work w 


con- 
ee an addition to and making repairs of the naval hospital 
itself. 
Mr. HALE. Upon the building? 
Mr. ALLEN. Yes, and not engaged in — lumber or saw- 
ing lumber preparatory to its going into i i 
r. HALE. I think the law has been as applying 


clearly to such a case. 

Mr. ALLEN. I — agree with the Senator on that point. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Itis not stated what P. J. Carlin, the con- 
tractor at Brooklyn, is doing, and I should like tocall attention to 
the distinction drawn by the Senator from Maine that the law 
does not apply to contracts for ships. It applies to nothing except 
repairs upon real estate, public works of Government, such 
as buildings and river and harbor improvements. 

Mr. AL . Thisis purely a resolution calling for informa- 
tion, and I desire to submit simply a word in its support and not 
to argue it at length. 

Under the first section of the act of August 1, 1892, volume 27, 
page 340, of the United States Statutes at Large, it occurs to me 
that no man can mistake the fact that Congress by that act 
hibited the employment of men in its service or men in 
contract work for more than eight hours per day. Now, I will 
read that section, although it has been read by the Secretary: 

That the service and employment of all laborers and mechanics who are 
now or may hereafter be employed by the Government of the United States, 
by the District of Se poy any contractor or subcontractor any 

e Uni' s capine or.oe the said District of 


of the ae works of th 
is hereby limited and restricted ht hours in any one calendar day, an 
ted States Government, of the 


it shall be unlawful for any officer of Uni or 
District of Columbia, or any such contractor or subcontractor whose duty it 
shall be toemploy, direct, or control the services of such laborers or mechanics 
to require or permit any such laborer or mechanic to work more than eight 
hours in any calendar day except in case of extraordinary emergency. 

So thatgection prohibits the Government and the District of 
Columbia and contractors and subcontractors with the Govern- 
ment from working their men more than eight hours a day. 

Now, the singular fact about this matter is that the 
of the Secretary of the Navy was called in a respectful manner by 
Mr. Charles Burns of the Board of 
Building Trades of Brooklyn and vicinity, 123 Smith , Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., to this violation of the law by Walker & Sons, and to 

e letter of Mr. Burns the Secretary of the Navy on the 8th of 
December, 1896, replied as follows: 

tis in receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, in which 
instructed by the of of Brook- 


the 
yn toinvite attention to an alleged violation of the eight-hour law on 
of the contractor for the naval and ask this 
see that the law be not violated by thecon in connection with the work 


upon said building. 
pape Zon eee oieiee that it has been and is ioe pales Se Peet 
ment to upon an absolute observance, both in and the 
isla meat niet Zanes aces emir 
tics iner ae belay victoned Uy any of She Sultesiineste alieaioaraeieaten et 
the nw are belng By reference to the law itself, however— 
Here is the remarkable part of the letter of the Secretary of the 
Navy, in view of the language of the law which I have read— 
ou will perceive at once that the Na t is not charged with 
fey ose e eras means cemartree 
tractors or subcontractors, the 
for any disregard of its provisions of 
_The Secretary of the Navy takes the position that under the 
eight-hour law he has no power to enforce the of that 
law upon contractors and subcontractors work upon 
Government buildings. I disagree with the Secretary of the 
Navy entirely upon this subject. I ha doubt in my own 
mind that he has = owes the language and the spirit and 
the evident policy of the law, if he does 
Congress desires to vitalize the law of 
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then it is proper for us to know to what extent the law is being 
violated by contractors and subcontractors, and what provisions 
in the judgment of the Secretary of the Navy, would be essential 
to preserve the rights of labor. 

ow, respecting P. J. Carlin, of whom the Senator from New 
Hampshire has spoken, [ read from a letter written by Mr. Burns 
to John W. Hayes, the general secretary and treasurer of the 
Knights of Labor, dated mber 19, 1896: 


During the past week the contract for buil the addition to the hospital, 
to cost, f believe, about $40,000, was awarded to P. J. Carlin, of this city— 


Brooklyn— 


a firm that the board has been at odds with forsometime. This may be very 
likely a subcontract from Walker & Sons, but am not sure, and if lin can 
work his men nine hours without interference, he will certainly do so. You 
can imagine what effect that will have on the firms who employ union men 
and pay the “=. It is the desire of the board that you should bring this 
matter before Congress. 


So Carlin is either an independent contractor with the Govern- 
ment, the same as Walker & Sons, or he is a subcontractor from 
Walker & Sons, and in either event he is subject to the provisions 
of the act of August 1, 1892. 

I do not desire to make any political capital at all; I am not 
inspired by any motive of that kind, but it seems idle that the 
Congress of the United States should pass laws from time to time 
respecting policies that areto be pursued by our Departments and 
yet a great Department officer, who has under his control thou- 
sands and possibly hundreds of thousands of men, certainly the 
disbursement of hundreds of thousands if not millions of do * 
should by inaction, in a negative way, if not in a positive manner, 
constantly, tly, and without reason set at defiance those 
laws. Chief Justice said this was a Government of laws 
and not of men; and it was upon the ger that law reigned 
supreme in the United States, or should reign supreme, that our 
Government was formed as a republic. And yet because these 
men who are a to  apese fora — « . us a a half 
a day, struggling early morning un ‘at night to su 
port themselves and families, are made defenseless toa outa 
extent in consequence of their excessive physical labor, we find 
great officers of the Government neglecting the enforcement of 
the lawand by that means impinging upon.their rights. I do not 
know what coe a man can have of his obligation to dis- 
charge a great public duty conscientiously and to the interest of 
all involved who can sit down complacently and congratulate 
himself that he is a great statesman when he is not enforcing the 
laws made ae Con, of the United States. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the ae submitted by the Senator from Nebraska (Mr. 
ALLEN}. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


TERMS OF PRESIDENT AND REPRESENTATIVES, 


ae PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning business is now con- 
clu 

Mr. STEWART. I ask unanimous consent that the joint reso- 
lutions introduced by the Senator from Vermont |Mr. Proctor 
in regard to certain amendments to the Constitution may be lai 
before the Senate. The joint resolutions were laid over yesterday 
by unanimons consent. I was then about to make a few remarks 
on the subject, but yielded. 

The P ING OFFICER. The Senator from Nevada asks 
unanimous consent that the joint resolutions indicated by him 
may be laid before the Senate. 1s there objection? The Chair 
hears none. The joint resolutions will be stated by title. 

The SEcRETARY. A _ resolution (S. R. 180) providing that 
the Constitution of the United States be so amended that the i- 
dent shall hold his office for one term of six years, and shall not 
be eligible for reelection, and a joint resolution (S. R. 181) pro- 
viding that the Constitution of the United States be so amended 
that the members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen 
every third won ‘ 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I desire to say a few words in 
reference to the joint resolution pro: an amendment to the 
Constitution to extend the term of the dent of the United 
States from four to six years, and to limit the Executive to one 
term. So far as the limitation to one term is concerned, I am 
heartily in favor it. I believe that that has been the concensus of 
opinion aera seeenaes for many years, so much so that candi- 
dates for the idency have frequently pledged themselves that 
they would not be candidates for reelection. I think Mr. Cleve- 
land, before he was elected the first time, made such a pledge in a 
very solemn manner and with the approval of the country. 

e suggestion to extend the term to six years, however, is, to 
my mind, most objectionable. I would much prefer to have it 
limited to two years. The strain in electing a dent for four 
years is about all the country can stand. e prize is too great, 
and the struggle we have _ through shows what efforts 
are made to secure it. It eged that ons were expended, 
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every engine of power was brought into requisition to secure the 
great prize of the Presidency. It must be remembered that the 
patronageis growing very rapidly. It has become an all-absorbing 
subject. The salaries were fixed when prices weia much higher 
than now. The money now, in its purchasing power, is double 
as much as it was when those salaries were fixed. Times are 
hard; Government employment is a great boon, and it is sought 
after with a vigor that threatens the stability of the Government. 

If the elections could occur every two years, at the same time 
that Representatives in Congress are elected, the President would 
go into office in harmony with the Congress, and the will of the 
people would be expressed frequently and easily. There would be 
no great excitement. The elections would pass off quietly. I 
believe in trusting the people. The disposition to get farther and 
farther away from the people, to make this a despotism instead of 
a —— is manifested in every great struggle where the Presi- 
dential office is at stake. We know very well that other republics 
have failed over a disputed succession to the presidency. That 
was recogni by the framers of the Constitution as the great 
danger to this Republic. Some of the delegates to the Conven- 
tion were afraid to have a president at all. It was a matter of 
great discussion. The term was finally limited to four years. If 
they had put in the other limitation, that a man should be eligible 
to but one term, it would have been better. If we had an election 
for President every two years, there would ke no great struggle, 
and the people would submit for two years without making a con- 
test which would destroy the Government. But if a six-year 
term is involved, there is great danger that a time will come—and 
it seems, if human nature remains the same, that the time will 
come—when there will be such a struggle over the succession that 
it will destroy the Republic. 

I hope there will be no effort to lengthen the term, making the 
danger greater at Presidential elections. Congressional elections 
pass off every two years without a ripple. Everybody submits; 
everybody acquiesces. If the Executive could be elected at the 
same time there would merely be a spirited election, and every- 
body would be satisfied to wait for two years. On the other hand, 
if you should make the term six years and a struggle should come 
on that would endanger the Republic, there would then be a clamor 
to continue to netben the term in order to avoid such danger. 
That is not the way to avoid political dangers in this country. 
The way to avoid political dangers is to trust the people, to go 
often to the people, and to let them know and feel that it is their 
Government and the Government which they control. Whenever 
you put this Government out of the control of the people, when 
you remove it from them, wn rae make it what you call con- 
servative, you are moving toward despotism, and when you get it 
very conservative you will produce revolution. 

Iam a conservative in this respect. I am a conservative who 
trusts the people and believes in frequent elections. They disturb 
business less than elections at long periods, when great interests 
are involved. There is no danger if the people are consulted 
often that they will ruin their Government. ey will preserve 
it. The oftener you take the public sentiment upon great ques- 
tions the better for the Government, and the better for the pres- 
ervation of free institutions. 

I did not intend to elaborate — this point at all, but I thought, 
inasmuch as the question was brought up, that this suggestion 
ought to be made. 

Mr. PROCTOR. If there is no other Senator who wishes to be 
heard on the joint resolutions, I move that they be referred to the 
Committed on Privileges and Elections. ~ 

The motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

A bill (H. R. 7781) to provide an American register for the bark 
Biack Diamond; 

A bill (H. R. 8190) to provide an American register for the barge 
Ceres; and 

A bill (H. R. 9865) extending the time for the completion of the 
bridge across the East River, between the city of New York and 
Long Island, now in course of construction, as authorized by the 
act of Congress a a March 3, 1887. 

The following b Is were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance: 

A bill (H. R. 1708) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act authorizing 
the appointment of receivers of national banks, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved June 30, 1876, as amended by an act approved 
August 3, 1892; and 

A bill (H. R. 7210) to amend section 5138 of the Revised Statutes 
to provide for the organization of national banks in towns of not 
exceeding 4,000 inhabitants. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 9593) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain 
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and acting regimental quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volun- 
teers; and . 

A bill (H. R. 9710) to authorize officers who served during the 
war of the rebellion in the Regular Army to bear the title, and, on 
oecasions of ceremony, wear’ the uniform of their highest rank. 

The bill (H. R. 9707) making appropriations for the support of 
the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations 

The bill (H. R. 9709) to better define and regulate the rights of 
aliens to hold and own real estate in the Territories was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I now desire tocall up the unfinished busi- 
ness. - 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair calls the attention of 
the Senate to the fact that yesterday, by unanimous consent, it 
was agreed that the bill to which the Senator from South Dakota 
refers should be taken up to-day immediately after the conclusion 
of the morning business. That bill is now in order. 

Mr. McMILLAN. If there is no objection to House joint res- 
olution 214, in regard to the inaugural ceremonies, reported yes- 

terday by the present occupant of the chair [Mr. Bacon], Ishould 
like to have it disposed of at this time. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I desire to have the-unfinished business 
laid before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair lays before the Sen- 
ate thé unfinished business, which will be stated by title. 

The Szoretary. A bill (H. R. 3656) rr oviding for free home- 
stesds on the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and 
bona fide settlers and reserving the public lands fo 

Mr. McMILLAN. 
me, I understand? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. 
no debate. 

Mr. McMILLAN. The joint resolution was read ees 
— — over upon objection from the Senator from Kansas [Mr 

EFFER 

Mr. PEFFER. I do not object to the consideration of the joint 
resolution. 1 shall offer an amendment to it when it is taken up. 
I do not think it will lead to very much discussion. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. If there is to be a controversy over the 
joint resolution I shall decline to yield. 

Mr. PEFFER. I will state to the Senator from South Dakota 
that I do not think there will be a controversy. 1 wish to offer 
an amendment, and perhaps it will be accepted upon being men- 
tioned. If not—— 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Ithink I must insist upon proceeding with 
the unfinished business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from South Dakota 
declinesto yield. The unfinished business is now before the Senate. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. est the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER The absence of a quorum being 
suggested, the Secretary will call the roll. 

‘he Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators an- 
swered to their names: 


r that purpose. 
The Senator from South Dakota yields to 


I will yield if the joint resolution leads to 


Allen, Chilton Hoar, Pugh, 
Bacon, Cockrell, Lodge, quay, 
Baker, Daniel McBride, well, 
Bate, Dav MeMillan, Sherman, 
Berry, Fouikner, Martin, Shoup,. 
Blanchard, Frye, Morgan, Stewart, 
Brice, Gear, Morrill, Teller, 
Brown, Gibson, Nelson, Thurston, 
Burrows, Gordon, Peffer, Turpie, 
Call, Gorman, Perkins, Vilas, 
Cannon, Hale, Pettigrew, Walthall, 
Carter, Hawley, Platt, Wilson. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Forty-eight Senators having an- 
swered to their names, a quorum of the Senate is present. 

The Senate, as in oe of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. 3656) as for free homesteads on 
the public lands in Oklahoma erritory for actual and bona fide 
settlers and reserving the public lands for that purpose, the pend- 
ing question being on the first amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will state the 
pending amendment. 

The Secretary. In section 1, line 5, after the word “tribes,” 
strike out the words ‘‘in the Territory of Oklahoma.” 

. Mr. COCKRELL. What is the effect of the amendment? Let 
it be read in connection with the text. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


That all settlers water the homestead laws of the United States upon the 


public lands acq by treaty or ment from the various Indian tribes, 
who have or wie shall hereafter — m the tract entered in good faith 
or the period required by e wet entitled to po ge oage for the 
so entered, upon the paymen’ loéal land officers of the usual and 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 








JANUARY 12, 





customary fees, and no other or further charge of any kind whatsoever shall 
os 7 gent from such settler to entitle him toa pasa for the land covered 
vy his entry. 


The amendment was a to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Indian Affairs was, 
in section 1, line 15, after the word “entry,” to insert the follow- 
ing proviso: 

Provided, however, That all sums of mon which if not 
leased would belong to any Indian tribe, shall be } be saison to such Indian trite by 
the United States. 

The amendment was — to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thiscompletes the amendments 
of the committee. The bill is open to amendment as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. If there be no further amendments, the bill 
will be reported to the Senate. 

Mr. VILAS. I understand the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. 
NELSON] wishes to take the floor to make some remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota 
had not indicated his pu so to do. 

Mr. VILAS. I should like to hear the Senator from Minnesota. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota had 
not addressed the Chair. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I understand the Senator from Minnesota 
has some remarks that he wishes to submit the bill. 

Mr. VILAS. Iso understand. However, I do not wish to in- 
trude upon the Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I am aware that considerable 
prejudice exists in the minds of some Senators in reference to the 
object and ee of the pending bill. I am satisfied if Senators 
could be induced to look at the subject-matter in its light, 
from the actual standpoint of the case and the facts of the 
case wear they exist, the bill would have the unanimous support of 
this 

In 1362 we adopted the free-homestead law. Under that law 
thousands of acres were conferred upon active Saeae and 
enterprising settlers, who built up great States. Those lands 
among the best lands in the entire borders of the United States, 
They were lands that we had acquired from the Indians, in one 
form or another, by treaty and purchase. They had all from first 
to last cost the United States anne sumsof money. Still we gave 
those, the very best of our lands, free oe free as water—to the 
settlers on the frontier. The result is that great States have grown 


up from the adoption of that land policy. You may take a large 
rtion of the State of Wisconsin, Tenens Wokeeske own State, the State of 
innesota, the two Dakotas, ebraska, and most of the 


States to the west of those I have eae and they have all grown 
up under this liberal land policy. 

The lands which are still left, that are the subject-matter of the 

nding bill, are, so to speak, the mere remnants of our public 
Somain. ‘Th They are mere remnants in more senses than one. They 
are not only remnants as being the balances that are left of the 
large bodies of land that were once occupied and roamed over by 
the Indians, but ee they are the 
inferior and scrubbiest portion of our public domain. 

Now, most of these lands, the lands in Oklahoma, the lands of the 
Big Sioux Reservation in Dak the lands in Montana, and the 
other reservations to the south west, are within what isknown 
as the arid belt of the country—lands that are of little value for 
agricultural purposes except with ation. are lands 
which, if not occupied by homestead ers, would be occupied 
by the cattle men and the sheep men. 

‘Take the lands in my own State that once belonged to the Chip- 
—_ Indians. These are toa large extent of the and most 

who have pune thixeaneet the varytoeies tans eodiarne peor 
who have gone there are every so far as pecun- 
iary means are concerned. The lands are in the extreme north- 
= Se , and it is a very importan = ee ee 

ed up and deve as soon as e; thout 

ndenanaets of this tind thas of Nes homesteads—these lands 
will settle up slowly and at great sacrifice and suffering to the 
settlers, who are handicapped with poor lands, a northern zone, 
= = scantiest of a by ad os 

e facts as reported Department in reference to 
these reservations do not <athnihey do the —— justice. Take, 
for instance, in the State of Minnesota, the Chippewa Indian res- 
ervations, which in that State eth oneal of two classes of land, 
divided by the act opening them for settlement into lands known 


as pine lands and ral lands. The lands that are known 
as pine lands are not subject to the of this bill. On 
those lands the pine is examined, appraised, and 
the lands are sold for cash at public sale, to the bidder, for 


not less than the appraised value, which can not in any case be 
ie Gee he Qe ee ee 
an 
A lenge iene of the ee ee 
of lands which can not be affected by the provisions of the pend- 
bill, Gonamee' ie te siusgiyy antler ocean homestead lands and 
settlers. The part of the lands in Minnesota to which 
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lies does not exceed in all 2,000,000 acres. By the re- 
port made by the minority of the committee it is represented that 
there are between four and five million acres of those lands sub- 


the bill a 


ject to hom entry. Thatisa mistake. If you take out the 
ands that are still unceded, if you take out the lands that are sub- 
ject toappraisal and sale under the pine-land — there are 
scarcely more than 2,000,000 acres that would be subject to home- 
stead entry, and a large portion of those lands are in the extreme 
northern part of the State on what is known as the Rainy Lake 
and Rainy River basin, the basin bordering on the Province of 
Manitoba upon the north. Much of the land is of a wet and 
swampy character. 

Thest Rete Srewae ees = ; se 
a great rush of people up tothat country. en they came there 
they found that a large extent of the lands were flooded and under 
water, and over 90 per cent of the settlers who had rushed to that 
country left and abandoned that region. The few peouse who 
finally concluded to stay there, and have settled there for the pur- 
pose of making homes, have the greatest trouble in the world to 
subsist and maintain themselves, and it is inflicting upon them a 
serious and heavy burden to compel them to pay for those, the 
poorest and most wretched lands that have been opened for settle- 
ment under the land laws in the State of Minnesota. 

Now take the lands in the other States. Most of them are of the 
class known as arid lands, and if they are not taken under the 
homestead law by homestead settlers, they are left undeveloped 
and untaxed, to be used simply as a range for the cattlemen. 

I take it that it is for the interest of the country that these 
lands, poor as they are—the arid lands and the swampy and wet 
lands of the Red Lake reservations—be settled, cultivated, and 
improved, and be made into farms and homes for those who have 
no other means than their strong hands and stout hearts. 

The price that is to be paid to the Indians for these lands is but 
asmallitem. It will cut buta small figure in the te of our 
disbursements. The Government will more than make up for 
what it will be compelled, under the ae bill, to pay the In- 
dians for the lands, by their early settlement, by having the lands 
made productive, and by making them subject to taxation and 
the other burdens of government. It is better that the lands 
within the arid belt and the lands in the extreme northern 
sow of our country bordering on the Rainy Lake region should 

cultivated and occupied by settlers than that they should 
remain in the condition they are now in—that of an unsettled 
wilderness. 

Mr. President, after we have given a oceans of our best and 
most valuable lands to settlers under the homestead law, without 
money and without price, surely it would be an act of injustice, 
when it comes to the disposal of the mere remnants of the rer 
and more inferior portions of our public domain, to load the set- 
tlers with a burden, achargethat we did not impose upon the settlers 
who got the better class of our public lands. 

Take the Red Lake Reservation, in the State of Minnesota. 
There are perhaps about 2,000,000 acres in all that would come 
under the homestead features of the law. But of those I appre- 
hend that not to exceed a million acres can possibly be settled and 
improved within the next ten years. By and by, in course of 
time, if a system of drainage is inaugurated connecting the head 
waters of Rea Lake with the Rainy Lake region, perhaps good 
portions of that land may be opened to settlement and occupied 
ok — settlers; but years will elapse beford this can be accom- 

ished. 

We are discussing in the public prints, = officials are 
considering, and the question has been agitated here in Congress, 
what to do with our arid lands, how to promote their settlement 
and development. Mr. President, there is one way to promote 
the settlement and development of the arid lands. It-is to _— 
forward an army of pioneer homestead settlers by giving them 
this bonus of free homesteads. Thatis one way of colonizing and 
settling a country that would otherwise for years remain a dreary 
waste. The same is also the case and true with the wet and over- 

‘flowed lands in northern Minnesota to which I have called your 
attention. By and by it will be a question how to settle them. 
In the northern part of Minnesota, within recent years, the legis- 
lature of the State has expéhded thousands of do in drainin 
wet lands in order that they can be opened to cultivation an 
tillage. The sooner we can develop and open such country, 
whether wet or arid, by public aid, State and national if need be, 
the sooner will our country reach that state of high development 
to which we all aspire. 

The giving of free homesteads to the settlers who have gone on 
these lands is simply a little bonus, a little encouragement to speed 
them and to fortify them in their task and mission. We give pro- 
tection by means of a tariff, Mr. President, to the manufacturers, 
the producers, and the farmers. A few years ago, until it was 
repealed by the so-called Wilson law, we gave encouragement to 


; 
ihe cane-agar producers of Louisiaia andthe maplesagar pr 


in the shape of a bounty of 2 cents per pound. In view of these 
facts it is no more than just and right that we should-give the 
ioneers who go into the outer verge of civilization, into our 
frontier country, into this dreary waste of arid and wet land, this 
eee of protection and encouragement that is afforded by free 
omesteads. This is a protective tariff that can come nearer to 
them and be more effective than any other. 

What is a paltry amount of thirty or thirty-five million dollars 
to the great Government of the United States? And yet, Mr. 
President, to these settlers it is everything in the world. It does 
not begin to equal the amount of sugar bounties we paid under 
the McKinley Act. What is involved in this bill does not begin 
to equal the amount we are appropriating year by year for the 
improvement of our rivers and harbors. This is a great country. 
We must look after all its interests. It is just as much our duty 
to aid and assist these poor people on the frontieras it is to aid the 
large cities by improving their harbors, as it is to aid the manu- 
facturer, the laboring man, the miner, the lumbermen, and the 
farmer, by means of a protective tariff. It seems to me that it is 
but just and proper that we should aid these poor settlers; and I 
trust that you gentlemen who live here in the tern and Middle 
and older States, who enjoy the benefits of a protective tariff, and 
who hope to enjoy it in days to come in a more perfect degree, 
will accord this little tariff benefit to the poor settlers of the 
frontier. I think theyare fairly entitled toit. I think it is a 
narrow policy to look upon this subject as a mere matter of dol- 
lars and cents. 

Mr. President, there are some people who fancy that when you 
talk about public lands, when you talk about Indians, when you 
talk about pine lands and free homesteads, there must be of neces- 
sity some kind of a job in it, some kind of a land scheme. Why, 
in this little bill there is everything but aland scheme. What- 
ever there is in it is against the greatest of all land schemes that 
is possible in this country, and that is the scheme of the cattle 
kings, the scheme of occupying and using large areas of the pub- 
lic domain without taxes, without any color of title, without 
any attempt at improvement, simply utilizing them as a naked 
cattle range. They are the parties who would be benefited and 
interested by leaving these lands in the condition that they now 
are in—unimproved. The sooner we can get these lands occupied 
by bona fide homestead settlers, with their houses and barns, their 
little gardens, and their little fields, the sooner we can make them 
into cultivated farms, the better for the country. After we have 
given acres and acres of land to canal companies, to transporta- 
tion companies, and to railroad companies, to companies that have 
become great monopolies, it comes with bad grace at this late day 
to attempt a picayunish spirit of economy at the expense of a few 
pioneers on the frontier. 

Mr. President, there is congestion in the labor world, and has 
been for more than three years past. Our laboring men are to-day 
swarming our large cities, idle, and with nothing todo. They 
are there helpless, a burden to themselves and to their surround- 
ings, many of them living in the most wretched state of poverty. 
What a blessing it would be if we could get all of those poor, idle 
men out on the frontier upon quarter sections of land, where they 
could in time make themselves happy homes, build railroads, 
churches, and schoolhouses, and develop the country! 

Mr. President, we can surely afford to aid the laboring men; we 
can surely afford to relieve the congested labor situation of to-day 
by holding out this little petty bonus, by saying to them, ‘If 
you will only go out there on these reservations in Oklahoma, 
in the Dakotas, in Montana, in Minnesota, if you can pay your 
transportation to reach these places, Uncle Sam will give you 160 
acres of land as a free home.” Many of those people may be able 
to pay their transportation. They may be able to go there and 
build a little cabin; they may be able to buy an ox team, or a pair 
of ponies, and a cow or two, and get a breaking plow.. They may 
in fact be able to buy a few of the necessaries that are required to 
start on the frontier. But when they have procured these things 
and paid their transportation, and landed on the quarter section 
where they intend to make their homes, they find themselves 
utterly empty in pocket, withno money to pay forthe land. Now, 
when a poor man is able to leave the overcrowded city; is able to 
secure transportation; is able to make a start, but still lacks the 
requisite amount to pay for the land, would it not bea short-sighted 

licy, a poor policy, to say to him, ‘‘ My poor fellow, you can not 
ea what your more fortunate brethren had a generation ago; 
you can not have these lands unless you pay from a dollar and a 
a to a dollar and a half, or two dollars and a half an acre 

or them?” 

Mr. President, the condition that is to-day confronting us did 
not confront us a generation ago as strongly aa as it 
does to-day, and why? Because we had the great West, the great 
undeveloped West, our great body of unsettled and undeveloped 
land, open to homestead settlers, and whenever the realm of labor 

overcrowded, whenever there became want of employ- 
ment and want of room for the laboring men in our large cities, 
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they could wend their way to the great West, obtain Government 
homesteads, make themselves happy homes, and build up the 
country. And thus we were able to stave off the evil days that 
are now upon Us. 

Mr. President, if these lands were of the kind and the quality 
that we gave away as a free gift a generation ago, they would 
to-day be readily taken and paid for at this price; but the lands 
are the most inferior and poorest of all the lands of our public 
domain, and we shall, by and by, as I said a moment ago, have 
one problem to confront, and that is how best to get these arid 
and unsettled sections of the West, these waste lands, these poor 
lands, settled and occupied by homestead settlers. 

There can be no monopoly in this measure, Mr. President. No 
one can get these lands except homestead settlers. They have to 

o there and make their homes, improve and settle and cultivate 
he land. The speculator, the land shark, can not do that. He 
does not want to get land in that way. 

Even if we relieve those poor people from the burden of makin 
this payment, they would still have to comply with the homestea 
jaws in all other respects. Under our legislation the only practical 
way by which lands of this kind can now be obtained, I mean 
agricultural lands, is as homesteads under the homestead law. 

These men still have to go there; still have to improve, settle, 
and cultivate the land, and live there five years, unless they are 
ready to pay for it. The settlers have still, if you relieve them 
from the burden of paying for those lands, to live on them five 
years, improve them, and cultivate them in order to obtain them 
free. No land shark, no speculator, no land schemer is going to 
do that. Under the provisions of the homestead law, requiring 
five years’ settlement, improvement, and cultivation, none but 
bona fide settlers can get these lands. 

I submit again, as I did a moment ago, that in view of the con- 
dition existing in this country at this time among laborin 
men, it ought to be the duty and it ought to be the inspiration o 
every statesmen yp do all he. can to encourage and aid the idle 
laboring men and mechanics to leave our large cities, go to the 
frontier, and make themselves homes. In no way can we aid them 
and encourage them to do this more practically, more effectively, 
more justly, than by giving them free homesteads without money 
and without price; and I appeal to you, my friends from the older 
States, who have had the benefits and advantages of a protective 
tariff; you who have had the benefits and advantages of a bounty 
upeu your sugar; you who are not subject to the toils, tribulations, 
and annoyances of pioneer life; you who are our older and stronger 
brethren—I appeal to you under these circumstances and con- 
ditions to aid us in giving our le in the far West this little 
bonus, this little protection, and this little advantage contemplated 
by the amended bill. What will the , sum of thirty or forty 
million doilars in the course of time be to the great Government 
of the United States as compared with the advantages which will 
flow to these settlers? 

I hope, Mr. President, without taking up further time of the 
Senate, that Senators will look at this question, not from the 
narrow standpoint of the ‘“‘almighty dollar,” but from a broad, 
humanitarian standpoint; that they will look at it in its good re- 
sults, that they will look at the question from the standpoint of 
how much good it will do for our r, suffering, ee ee 
If they look at it in that light, I feel assured that this bill 
pass with but few dissenting votes. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I desire to offer but a word or 
two in support of the pending measure. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

Mr. ALLEN. I hope the Senator will not do that. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is too late to object. The suggestion 
having once been made, it can not be withdrawn. 

Mr. ALLEN. 1 thought possibly the Chair did not hear the 
suggestion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Hix in the chair). If the 
Senator from South Dakota withdraws it, the Chair did not hear it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I yield to the deafness of the Chair, though 
it has never been observed before in that position. 

j 2 PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Nebraska has 
oor. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I desire to offer but a very few 
words in support of the pending measure. I shall cast my vote 
for the passage of this bill, and I desire to detain the Senate long 
<a only to give some of the reasons that will actuate me in 

oing 80. 

It has been the policy of this nation to dispose of its public lands 
in aid of works of internal improvement on the su tion that 
actual settlement would result in greater good to the public than 


doling them out for a mere pittance. The reasoning applies with 
dcuble force in the disposition of the public domain to homestead 
settlers. 

Both of the old 
of homesteads 


litical parties possess a history on the subject 
waste of consideration at this time. 
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In 1860 the Republican party declared in its national platform— 


That we protest against any sale or alienation to others of the public lands 
held by actual settlers, and against any view of the free-h Bte policy 
which regards the settlers as paupers or suppliants for public bounty— 


I call the attention of the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLarr] 
to that language— 


and we demand the by Congress of the complete and satisfactory 
homestead measure ‘which has » Meow passed the Howse. 


In 1872 it was said by that party that— 


We are opposed to further ts of the public lands to tions 
neni and demand that the national aeain be set apart dor free Aad 
for the people. 

In 1876 the Republican party again said: 

We reaffirm our opposition to further ts of the public lands to corpora- 
tions and monopolies, and demand that the national domain be devoted to free 
homes for the people. 

In 1884 it said: 

The public lands are a heri of the le of the United States, and 
should be reserved as far as le for small foldings by settlers. 


In 1888 the same party declared: 
Wereaffi: hi 
e rm the netiey of rhea eitizons eee United States 


to be homesteads f settlers, not aliens, which the 
Republican party established 
In 1892 it was declared: 

We favor cession, subject to the homestead laws, of the arid public lands 
the States and Territo: in which they lie anderen Congressional ae. 
tions as to tion, tion, and occupancy by rs as will secure 
the maximum benefits to the people. 


In 1896 it said: 
oan in an Sreeetint return to ws sro Neneettend, aoter of the 
publican party, and urge the sage by Congress of a free- 
y passed the House and is now pending 


homestead measure such as has 
in the Senate. 

At this point I think it advisable to call the attention of the 
Senate to the remarks of the Senator from Connecticut made in 
this body on the 7th of this month in discussing this question. 
On page 539 of the CONGRESSIONAL RecorD of that date this col- 
loquial discussion took place: 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Connecticut yield to the 

from Nebraska? 

Mr. Piatt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. AuLEN. I only wanted to call the attention of the Senator from Con- 
necticut to the Republican platform of 1896 on this —. 

Mr. Piatt. Do not undertake to break me up in way. Ifitis any- 
thing about the Nez Perces, I shall yield. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator permit me to read it in this connection? 
Mr. Piatt. It was read yesterday, and it has been alluded to several times 
since this matter was before the Senate. 

Mr. ALLEN. It is as follows: , 

“We believe in an immediate return to the chante pgm BA of the 
Republican party, and urge the passage by Congress of a ‘actory free- 
homestead measure."’ 

Referring to this identical bill. 

Mr. Puatrt. If I am accused of violating any portion of the Republican 
platform, I prefer the accusation shall come from a member of my own party, 
rather than from members of other parties. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, if the Ccostur will permit me, it is barely 
sible that a member of another =e be in a position to judge whether 
a Republican is living = to the faith of party, or whether the platform 
was simply promulgated to deceive voters. 

Mr. PLATT. I may as well say one word on that subject, and I hope I may 
be able to get back to the Nez Perces Reservation, w I shall a 
<a in one corner of my brain while I am about another matter. 

e all understand how matters creep into ional ‘orms; and I ven- 
ture to say that when that resolution and that ‘orm was adopted the 


to it or knew what it was abou oo tah ang SSE oun 

Mr. ALLEN. But are’ they not by it? 

And here is the remarkable language of the Senator from Con- 
necticut: 
signe of this Ox —— not call be able ae sete abe or Peenbethene in 
some of the tforms, or the platforms of the party with which the 
Senator from Ne has acted since he broke into national politics, which 
he scarcely-would feel like saying he was bound by. — 

The particular language, or perhaps I should say idea, to which 
I desire to call attention is the open: declaration of the Senator 
from Connecticut that he is not bound by the plain declarations 
of his party platform, and the implied on that this decla- 
ration in favor of free homes, in favor of this — measure— 
before Congress at the the platform 


re 
were not fifty di tes in the St. Louis conven any attention 
involved. 


because it was pen 

was adopted—has no force whatever, and was simply designed to 
mislead honest voters and obtain thef votes upon tion 
that that was an honest declaration upon the part of party 
which it intended to execute. 


I have no desire at this time, Mr. President, to comment upon 
what I believe to be a very grave vice of American politics, and 
that is to be found in men coming together in a convention 
and promulgating a platform in which certain doctrines are an- 
nounced, with the + understanding at the time that the 
declarations have no force; that they are simply to be used as a 
means to lift the into power, and when party comes into 


— See und to execute the doctrines as therein an- 
noun ° 

Mr. HOAR. May I ask the Senator a question? 

_Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. 
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Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask him on what theory of morals 


he speaks of such people as ‘‘good men?” 

Mr. ALLEN. I shall have to ask the Senator from Massachu- 
setts to be a little more ific and definite in his question. 

Mr. HOAR. Perha misunderstood the Senator, but I un- 
derstood him to say that he was about to speak of a practice 
which prevailed in American — by which ‘good men” got 
together and announced a platform aS declaration for 
political purposes, and then said afterwards that it was merely 
intended to carry the election and get people to support their can- 
didate. Perhaps I have not quoted the Senator's exact language. 

Mr. ALLEN. Perhaps I would better qualify the statement 
by saying “* men in all other respects.” 

Mr. H . And scoundrels in that respect. 

Mr. ALLEN. Not necessarily so. 

Mr. HOAR. I should think so. 

Mr. ALLEN. Politicians in that respect. 

Mr. HOAR. I should say scoundrels. 

Mr. ALLEN. Possibly the Senator would. He is plainer in 
his language than I am. I do not intend to make the charge 
which the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, I suppose, 
would have me make if he could have his way about it—that all 
such men are scoundrels. I would not be guilty of a charge of 
that kind, but I say that a spirit has wn up in this country, 
and it has been practiced in the Republican party, according 
the admission of the honorable Senator from Connecticut, of 
making declarations of great doctrines to be applied in the admin- 
istration of our affairs and crystallized in the form of statutes 
when there is not the slightest purpose on the part of the persons 
who engage in formulating these doctrines and platforms that 
they shall ever become laws or be acted upon. It is a thing, Mr. 
President, to be deprecated, not to be commended or excused 
under any circumstances, and I was forcibly struck with this 
language of the Senator from Connecticut, whom I regard as one 
of the ablest and fairest of American statesmen. 

‘The Democratic party also has a history on this subject of ‘free 
homes.” In 1868 it declared that- the public lands should be dis- 
tributed as widely as possible among the people, and should be 
disposed of either under the preemption or homestead laws or sold 
in reasonable quantities, and to none but actual occupants, at the 
minimum price established by the Government. 

In 1872 it advanced a step further, declaring that: 

We are opposed to all further ts of lands to railroads or other corpora- 
tions. The public domain should be held sacred to actual settlers. 

In 1880 it said that— 

Public money and public credit for public purposes solely, and public land 
for actual settiers. 

In 1884 the party said again: 

We believ 6 public land as far as le, to be kept as home- 
steads for actaal wi asttlare et? ae — " 


In 1892 it was declared by them— 
That every acre * * * shall be reclaimed and restored to the people. 
In 1896 the party said: 


The Democratic y believes in home rule, and that all public lands of 
the United States should be appropriated to the establishment of free homes 


for American citizens. 

While this last declaration does not pronounce in favor of the 
pending measure, as the Republican platform of 1896 does, yet it 
was drafted and put out with the knowledge of those who partic- 
ipated in the Democratic national convention that such a measure 


was pending before Con . The same policy respecting public 
lands has been repeated aaeacte by other political es. 

In 1872 the Labor Reform party declared— 

That all public lands of the United States belong to the le and should 
not be to individuals nor granted to uld be held as 


sho 
a sacred trust for the benefit of the people, and should be ted the land- 
less settlers only in amounts not to exceed 160 acres of land 


In 1876 the Prohibition party declared for— 

The Lemeregeleay of the public lands, in limited quantities, to actual set- 
tlers only. 

_In 1884 the Greenback party demanded the reclamation of pub- 
lic lands that had been granted to corporations where the terms 
of the grant had been unfulfilled, and said that they should be— 
war as a sacred trust, to be grauted only toactual settlersin limited quan- 

In 1892 the Populist party said: 
The land, including all the natural sources of wealth, is the heritage of the 


people, and should not be m lized for ti rposes, 
ownership of land should be prohibited. All new! b i by weasant 
other corporations in excess of their actual needs and all lands now owned 


by aliens should be reclaimed by the Government and held for actual settlers 


T call attention, Mr. President, to this splendid declaration of a 

wealth, te the heritage of the people, sod should mos be monngr 

Ww F e heri of the people, an oO not be m 

lized for speculative purposes,” or in anyother form, _ ee 
In 1896 it was said by that party: 


We demand that bona fide settlers on all public lands be granted free homes, 
as provided in the national homestead law. 
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And upon that declaration, Mr. President, in fulfillment of the 
requirements of the great political party to which I owe allegi- 
ance, I take m stand 

re is no difference, however, in the principle announced by 
the political parties. They have all demanded, Seine through the 
years from 1860 to the present, that the public lands of our coun- 
try which were not fit for agricultural purposes should be held 
as a sacred trust for actual settlers; and now we are told for the 
first time, after the Republican party has won a great victory on 
this with other declarations that it made, that this plank in the 
a amounts to nothing; that the honorable Senator from 
onnecticut will not be bound by it; that it does not bind the 
party to which he belongs; and therefore, as a sequence of his 
position, it was made simply to mislead voters. 

How do these declarations which I have just read from the 
Republican platform sound in comparison with this language of 
the Senator from Connecticut? 
nme, con ees iste ee he = — pepe eee fN _- = ~ 
—— in the United States that that was not what the Government ought 
speaking of the policy of charging actual settlers so much per 
acre for those lands. In fact, there had never been a declaration 
from any authoritative source that there should be any other per- 
manent policy pursued by this Government respecting the public 
lands than to open them to the poor and needy for homestead pur- 
poses. Every declaration of every political party had committed 
the party to that policy. 

Now let me call attention to another thing, and I put my sup- 
port of this bill above the mere question of the dollars and cents to 
this Government which there may be in the transaction at this 
time. What will become of these settlers whose interests are 
involved at this time if we are to pursue the grasping policy of 
requiring them to live up to the letter of the contract? I think 
it is quite evident to Congress, it is evident to the ple of the 
United States, that those people can not live up to their contract. 

But the Senator from Connecticut seems to assume that they 
are anxious to recede from their contracts and anxious to throw 
themselves upon the Government and receive aid from it, as he 
puts it. He tells us that there has grown up in this country a 
disposition upon the part of certain citizens whenever the affairs 
of the world do not go to suit them and they meet with some diffi- 
culty in financial matters to appeal to the Congress and the Goy- 
ernment for aid. Mr. President, if there is a spirit of that kind 
in this country outside of those who are constantly appealing to 

ess to give ae to their industries by the imposition 
of additional tariff taxes, I do notknowit, I donot know of such 


persons. 

The honorable Senator from Connecticut spoke of paternalism, 
and he connected that — with the people whoare occupy- 
ing the public lands. It has become quite common of late, when 
seeking to defeat a measure, to point out that it is paternalistic in 
its character, and by that means to hold it up to ridicule. 1 chal- 
lenge the honorable Senator to point out a government on the face 
of the habitable globe now or in the past which was not or is not 
in its first conception paternalistic. Our Government is a pater- 
nalistic government in a qualified sense. The very fact that 
human beings come together and form a government for mutual 

rotection, giving authority to congresses, presidents, and judges, 
is of itself evidence of paternalism in a qualified form. But I do 
not myself believe in that species of paternalism which would 
have the Government assume responsibility for all the misfortunes 
and financial ills of the individual. However, we have pursued 
this policy of opening our public domain to actual settlers, to 
homestead settlers, and why now, with the few remaining acres of 
land that is not highly desirable, should we change and require the 
settlers to pay $2.50 an acre? 

It will be impossible for the homestead settlers on these lands 
ee their obligations to the United States; this fact is practi- 

y settled. They have not the means to do so, nor is it probable 
that they will be able to do so for many years to come, if ever; 
and the Government will be reduced to the necessity of expelling 
them from their homes, unless it shall see proper to pursue the 
policy that has been pursued in the past; and I know of no reason 
why it should not pursue that policy. Why should we, at this 
time in our national history, reverse the course that has been pur- 
sued se Government respecting the opening and settlement of 
our public lands, and especially as the lands we are now offering 
to settlers are not equal in value or productiveness to those here- 
tofore given away? 

It is claimed in the minority report that the Government would 
lose several million dollars if these lands are not paid for by the 
settlers, but the settlers can not pay for them, and therefore the 
loss must take place, whether they are permitted to occupy them 
or are expelled from them. But what is the loss of four or five 
million dollars in comparison to the potential loss to be sustained 
by the Government by hundreds of thousands of people being 
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driven from their homes and becoming charges on the balance of 
the nation, by being deprived of earning their own living on these 
lands, even if it be of a very meager character? Good citizenscan 
only be produced from men and women who have homes of their 
own. A tenantry never make the most valuable citizenry of a 
country; being without homes and without the sacred memories 
that cluster around them, they are robbed of the inspiration that 
comes from owning a habitation, however humble and unpreten- 
tious it may be, while those who have homes, even though they 
may be of the most moderate kind, are usually citizens of resolute 
character and determined purpose, and their homes are as sacred 
to them as the most pretentious palaces of the land. To such a 
people, ultimately, the nation must look for its defense in times of 
war, for the payment of taxes, and for the manifold services that 
are required of, and are essential to be rendered by, a people in 
support of their nation. 

And looking at the question in this broad and comprehensive 
light, I distinctly assert that the United States can not afford to 
drive these people from their homes, and all this, sir, apart from 
any sentiment that may attach to the question. 

It should be remembered that these lands are distant from mar- 
ket, and what little they produce is made very cheap and almost 
unsalable as a consequence of that fact, but their products will 
sustain life; they will feed the few animals they are able to raise, 
and after long and weary years of privation on the part of husband, 
wife, and children, a home may eventually be established and some 
of the comforts of life acquired. 

There are other hardships incident to eam life, of which many 
of us can speak from personal knowledge. There are diseases 
incident to new and undeveloped countries that must be subdued 
and overcome, as we subdue and overcome the physical difficul- 
ties. There are obstacles to be found in the absence of church, 
school, and social privileges that must be overcome after years of 
perseverance and energy. Cities, towns, and homes must be con- 
structed, churches and schools erected, after these citizens have 
taxed their property and their energies to the utmost. These are 
blessings that must be made by thrift, by economy, and by energy, 
and they should be considered by the Senate in determining 
whether this bill shall become a law or not. I leave out of view 
the question of mere ‘‘cent per cent” in this matter, and assert 
that we can not afford to higgle, dicker, and deal, as hucksters 
would, respecting the disposition of public lands. These lands 
must either be settled by a courageous class of American men and 
women who are willing to undergo the hardships of pioneer life 
in the erection of homes and the founding of communities, or they 
must be turned back to the public domain to remain an unbroken 
wilderness, save as they may be used by cattle kings, who will 
pay nothing for their use. 

Under such circumstances there is little doubt in my mind as to 
the course that reason and humanity dictate we should pursue. 
And what, in the event these peor are turned from their homes, 
as they must be, if this bill is defeated, will become of the 
slight improvements they have made upon their lands? All the 
money they had when they began their settlement was invested in 
their homes, in breaking out a portion of the land, in building 
stables. sheds, yards, and pastures, and in the construction of other 
improvements that can not be taken with them if they shall be 
expelied. These improvements, in many instances, are of more 
actual value than the lands themselves, What will become of 
them? Are these poor and worthy le to lose the money and 
labor they have invested in the lan y our action, through no 
fault of theirown? Is it not enough that they should be required 
to undergo the privations and dangers incident to life in a new 
country without being forced to lose the money they have invested 
in the farms and improvements and the time they have uncom- 
plainingly devoted to the cultivation and building up of communi- 
ties in an attempt to subdue a new country, grow crops, and estab- 
lish commerce, and would not the benefit to be derived to the 
United States by the final conquering of this portion of our coun- 
try, and the adoption of some means that will make it productive, 
be a thousandfold greater than the mere pittance that would be 
received from compelling these people to pay for their homesteads, 
if the amount can be squeezed out of them, or be expelled from 
them in consequence of lack of ability to pay? 

Mr. President, there are no circumstances under which Congress 
can afford to deprive these people of their homes. We can not 
commit such injustice in the eyes of an intelligent and God-fear- 
ing people. The settlers should be given a complete title by occu- 
pying and cultivating the lands the requisite length of time under 
the provisions of the general homestead act. Open these lands to 
actual settlers, and through the honest toil and privation of a 
brave and generous race, pioneers’ homes will be built that will 
bless their owners, their posterity, and the Government that mag- 
nanimously gives them. 

The declarations of the different political parties so repeatedly 
made and reiterated the opening of the public domain 
to homestead settlemen it Yapoeaible for any of them to 


deny that the 
policy of the 
the disposition of the semiarid lan 
ing underlying the granting of public lands in 
internal improvement supports with more force the granting of 
our lands to private individuals and to actual settlers. 

I place my support of this measure on higher ground than hag 


ting of free homes has become an established 
nited States. Is this policy now to be reversed in 
ds of our country? ‘The reason- 
aid of works of 


et been stated. The United States the power to give its 
ands to actual settlers, and as the right to occupy the and 
draw sustenance from the soil is as complete and ect in every 


individual as the right to enjoy the sunlight and the air, and is as 
a and necessary, for that matter, to the-maintenance 
of life, a wise and judicious Policy, and the dictates of duty, 
mingling with the merciful and just, prompt the adoption of this 
course. The world has become al er too 80: and grasp- 
ing, and now that we have reached the reign of bankruptcy and 
suicide, logical sequences of the financial policy recently 
by the country, I believe it is wise for us to pause and retrace our 
steps as s ily as possible and enter on an era of unqualified 
justice to all. 
Mr. PLATT. I suggest that there is not a quorum present. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CarTEer in the chair ). The 


— of a quorum being suggested, the Secretary will call the 
roll. 

The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators an- 
swered to their names: 


Allen, Clark, Jones, Ark. Pugh, 
Allison, Cockrell, ’ x 
Bacon, Cullom, Me 

Berry, Daniel, M Se 

Blanc : Davis, Mantle, Shoup, 
Brown, Faulkner, Martin, Stewart, 
Burrows, Frye, Murphy, Teller, 
Call, Gear, Nelson, Turpie, 
Cannon, Gibson, Peffer, Vilas, 
Carter, Gordon, Perkins, Walthall, 
Chandler, Hawley, Pettigrew, Wetmore. 
Chilton, Hill, Platt, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, Forty-seven Senators have an- 
swered to their names. A quorum is present. 

Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, this bill hardly seems to attract 
much interest, and yet it is a bill which proposes to surrender 
some $35,000,000 of money, according to the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, in part at least now due to the United States 
upon contracts which have already been made between the Gov- 
ernment and various individuals. It is due from the several indi- 
viduals in small amounts, varying from $160 or less, perhaps, to 
as much as $400 or even $480 im amount. It is therefore a bill to 
bestow upon individuals these several sums of money which in 
the aggregate is very large. 

It would seem to require strong reasons, granting the rightful 
power of Congress to do it at all, to justify its and it is 
interesting to note what are the reasons measure. 
So far as I have been able to discern by ing to the arguments 
of its a Sor = of +o ee: nag mene e a 
question of public policy. is proposed to reverse, to repeal the 
laws which i pduemenasteli ing the last eight years in t 
to the disposition of certain parts of the public and it is 
said that this ought to be done as a matter of sound pu policy, 
that the people d recur again to the principles of the home- 
stead law and bestow these ds without money and without 
price apon them who have entered on the land for the 


for 


of settlement and m homes. The other reason is one 
simply on all fact. It is contended that the various persons 
who have e these contracts with the United States are too 


poor to enable them to orm their contracts. 
Now, a different m - of consideration is 
different reasons. The two ought not to be 
desired to reverse the policy which has been adopted 
last eight years, and to relinquish entirely the contracts which have 
been made with the United States under that then neces- 
sarily it follows that the of the 
Affairs is a correct one, an 
all cases of public land. But it seems to me 
sider with a little more care whether this policy ought to be 
reversed. 


The homestead law was a very different thing from the proposal 
which is now before the Senate, and thie principles of home- 


stead law as it was cena enacted 
sition now urged fur adoption. 
law was first proposed the people 


one-half so many as at present compose 
lands of the United States were wild, remote from civilization, 


un ded with roads or other means of ee 


and the settler who was invited to 


the or 
upon the remote plains was c toa a and 
ifferent from that exists In coenction with 


ene ey 
the lands to which the pending bill relates. 
The homestead law was one of the measures which arose out of 
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between slavery and its opponents in this ja 


contest —-- 
ro and if we recur to the arguments which were 
support of that law we do not by any means find the 
motives which en the proposal of it at that time. 
The homestead law its origin in that body of men who were 
known as Free Soilers, and the contest was a contest on the one 
hand for the establishment of free States and was resisted lest 
there should come to be an undue proportion in the arrangement 
of the Federal Union between the States which were free and the 
States which maintained the institution of slavery. The argu- 
ment against the homestead law was at that time that it was 
unconstitutional, and the first homestead measure was vetoed by 
Mr. Buchanan on that oo among others, and his veto was 
sustained in the Senate. Yet that homestead bill proposed a pay- 
ment of 25 cents 4 oe acre by the homestead settler after he sho 
have completed term of years required to entitle him to the 
land. That price, the President said, was merely a nominal price, 
and hence in reality the question was whether Congress of the 
United States the power under the Constitution to 
bestow upon individuals the public property of the Government. 

The homestead law was passed as an outcome of the great slav- 
ery controversy. It was in the first Congress which met 
after war was develo tween sections of the country. But 
the principle upon which that law went was, as I have already 
said, very different from that now proposed. Then it invited 
the settler to enter upon lands which had no value except a pro- 
spective one, and in order that he should obtain the lands the set- 
tler was required by his labor, as well as by that of others like 
him, in privation, in suffering, even in peril, to furnish a consid- 
eration moving from him to the Government quite equal to the 
value of the land he would obtain in the end, and, on the other 
hand, the Government derived, by the action of the settlers in 
building up communities where it possessed only a wilderness, a 
consideration moving to the Government much exceeding the 
value of the lands which it bestowed. 

The conditions came to be very different by the year 1889. 
Indeed, some time before that period settlement extended 
over the area of the UnitedStates. There were many reservations 
of Indians which were of excellent land. The value of that land 
in the market had already become established as a present, not a 
prospective, value. On all sides of such reservations settlement 
existed; railroads had been built; many of the reservations were 
traversed by trunk lines of railroads; there wanted nothing but 
the mere opportunity to take them to realize at once an immediate 
and present value, generally far exceeding the price which was 
P'S Congress adopted new policy, gradually coming to it 

5 ngress a new ? y coming to it, as 
such things are usually done. the grec place, Congress made 
such treaties as were made with the Osages in Kansas and with 
the Utes in Utah and Colorado, The Government undertook as 
trustee for the Indians to sell the lands to settlers at prices stipu- 
lated in the treaties and to receive into the Treasury of the United 
States the produce of such sales, and to hold it as a trust fund for 
the Indians. That was the case with the Osages; and by that ac- 
tion the Government of the United States, as the mediator between 
that tribe and settlers who wanted their lands, obtained for the 
Indians a vast sum of money, sufficient to make that people to-day 
the richest people on the face of the earth, every Indian of that 
tribe being entitled to receive in the interest annually paid by the 
Government upon the trust funds a sum of money almost if not 
quite sufficient to su him; a family of that tribe, father and 
mother with three children, receiving annually about $800 in 
money from the Government, besides being possessed of an abun- 
dant farm, with house, and equipment of horse, wagon, and uten- 
sils for agriculture. 

If the policy of a free homestead is to prevail, why should not 
the settlers in Kansas who paid Sex thaae lassie he Neenioureed tp 
the United States? 

The next step in the mediation between tribes and settlers cov- 
— e the — of the ares — for the United States 

y with Indians em a : : : an 
on the other hand, to sell the lands directly to settler. That 
was the course pursued in Oklahoma in respect to Indian reser- 


vations, and in Minnesota, in Oregon, Montana, and some other 


west of it, and on the eastern end was the Cherokee Nation, one 
of the Five Tribes, maintaining a government superior 
to any which any other Indians except the Five Civilized 
Tribes have ever succeeded in attaining. t strip was already 
crossed by several trunk lines of railroads. The lands were de- 
scribed as ae the best lands of the United States; their 
fertility was univ y lauded; and for years men who knew all 
about the circumstances pressed in great bodies to enter upon 
that property and enjoy it. The United States was obliged, in 
order to maintain its treaty with the Indians, to use its troops to 


—— the avidity of the settlers to take posse#Mion of that delec- 
table land. 


After long negotiation, and after the application to those In- 
dians of something very like governmental duress, they yielded 
their desire to retain their property and sold it to the United 
States, and the United States opened it to settlement upon condi- 
tion that a new system of preemption should take the place of the 
former laws. for a and sale. The old preemption law 
was repealed. That law provided that any person who wished to 
buy the lands of the United States might by first settling upon 
the lands, cultivating and improving them, and building a home, 
become entitled to buy at the fixed price. The new preemption 
law, which was passed in pursuance of the policy I have spoken 
of, was a wise one, calculated to be for the Penenit of the honest 
settler. It gave, first, the right to buy those lands only to the 
genuine homesteader who should enter upon them, cultivate, and 
improve them, and reside there for five years. It thus gave that 
settler a chance as against the speculator. It gave that settler an 
opportunity to earn the money to pay for the land by a culti- 
vation of it as his own for five years without the payment of 
local taxes. 

Mr. President, that was a generous preemption law. At the 
time when it was devised for the Cherokee Outlet those lands were 
estimated to be worth, and I suppose they were worth, on an aver- 
age, at least $5 per acre, perhaps $10, and in some instances more 
than $10 per acre; and yet it was proffered to the settler to choose 
his home of 160 acres, build his house, raise his crops, and at the 
end of five years of effort he had to accumulate on some of the 
lands only $160; on other lands, $240; on other tracts he would be 
required to accumulate as much as $400. That was all that was 
asked of the settler, to save in five years’ time money to that 
amount, in order to purchase a farm of 160 acres. 

Mr. President, it seems to me that from every point of view that 
policy, instead of being repealed, ought to be maintained. Of 
course there may be a difference with respect to different tracts 
of land in different portions of the country. In some of the reser- 
vations, and I suppose that is true of the Great Sioux Reservation, 
there are lands of little value. Thosethe settlers for whose relief 
this bill is proposed did not select. They had the first pick of the 
land. The especial beneficiaries of this measure had the first 
choice in every case of the lands upon which they were to enter. 
They exclu by their choice others who were as eager as they 
to obtain the and pay the price. More than that, sir, to pass 
this bill now for their benefit would be a peculiar injustice to poor 
men who at that time would have been glad to take those lands if 
they had had the opportunity open to them then to take them 
without price. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Will the Senator from Wisconsin allow 
me a moment? 

Mr. VILAS. Certainly. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. ere are 8,000,000 acres of these lands still 
untaken by anyone in the United States to-which those people can 

. There are several million acresin Oklahoma also. They still 
cave an opportunity to take lands. 

Mr. PLATT. May I ask a question right there? 

Mr. VILAS. Let me vemetk with reference to the Great Sioux 
Reservation in the State of South Dakota (extending also, I believe, 
into Nebraska and North Dakota), there are doubtless many bad 
lands. They are known as such and so marked on the map. * 
They, however, are paid for at the price of but 50 cents per acre 
because of that fact. I suppose there are very few lands in fertile 
Oklahoma which have not already been taken. 

Mr. PLATT. I wish to inquire whether it is not true with 


reference to the Great Sioux Reservation that the lands which 

States. — : control the ing of that entire reservation have been entered 
The third policy was that ado with reference to the Great | upon under the law? 

Sioux Reservation. There the Government paid first a Mr. VILAS. I suppose it is true; but I will ask the Senator 


sum of money, $3,000,000, as an advancement on the price which 
the Indians should receive, and agreed that they should have all 
the residue over and above that sum which would result from the 


sales to settlers at prices stipulated, guaranteeing at least 50 cents 


from South Dakota if that is not the case? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I will answer the Senator by saying that 
there are still large areas of this reservation containing water. I 
8 that is what the Senator refers to. 


per acre in ten years. r. PLATT. That is what I mean; whether there is water. 
Now, let us observe for a moment the o of thisnew| Mr. PETTIGREW. There are still large areas of it open to 
Take the case, for example, of the Cherokee Outlet. 


settlement under the law, and any citizen of the United States 

who has not had a homestead right can go there and take it. 
are hundreds yet of those claims. 

. VILAS, On the question of fact which is urged in support 


ofe the Indian title, such as it was, to the lands in that strip, 
em about 6,000, acres, was extinguished, 
alleen on the south of it, settlement on the north'of tron tha 
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of this measure I shall address some observations before I am 
through. I am speaking now generally of the question of policy, 
whether the United States should now reverse for the benefit of 
the settlers the policy which was devised originally for the benefit 
of their class, wisely devised for their benefit, as well as with jus- 
tice to the public, and by which they have succeeded in obtainin 
possession of the very best lands which the United States offer 
for sale out of this tract of 33,000,000 acres. 

Now, let us not confuse the question of fact with this question 
of policy. There jie in other parts of the United States still other 
Indian vencveis which have not yet become the property of 
the United States except in its sovereign capacity. © proprie- 
tary title of the Indian there still remains in Indian ownership. 
Some of those lands are among the very best. In the State of 
Washington there are lands within one of the Indian reservations 
which I suppose are worth on an average from $50 to $75 per acre. 
There are other lands within that Indian reservation (or were the 
last time my attention was attracted to it) which white men were 
striving to get, that were said to be worth very much more than 
that, even a thousand dollars per acre—lands within the reserva- 
tion lying near the city of Tacoma. : 

In many parts of the United States there still remain Indian 
lands which undoubtedly will eventually come into the possession 
of white owners that are of a — value far exceeding any 
price that was ever proposed to be charged to thesettler. Are we 
to deny to the general public who will buy these lands of the In- 
dians the right to have the price which they shall be compelled to 

rive repaid by the settlers upon whom the right of purchase shall 

e bestowed, the Government being in truth only a inediator? 
This new species of a by a homestead settler, I repeat, 
is a most fair, generous, and beneficent provision; fair to the whole 
people of the United States, and considerate and beneficial to those 
who will have the advantage of it. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to ask the Senator from Wisconsin 
a question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin yield to the Senator from Nebraska? 

Mr. VILAS. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. Does the Senator desire to reverse the policy of 
his party, declared no later than July last? The party at that 
time, i! the Senator will permit me, expressed itself in favor of 
the pending bill. 

Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, there was almost nothing in the 

latform to which the Senator alludes which I do not consider 
inimical to the welfare of the pocnte of the United States. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to ask the Senator what plat- 
form he refers to? 

Mr. VILAS. I refer to the platform to which the Senator 
alludes, 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I presume he alluded to the Republican 
platform, which I suppose the Senator from Wisconsin supported. 

Mr. VILAS. Oh, no, sir; the Senator from Wisconsin, if we 
are to be diverted for a moment into litics, supported the 
platform promulgated at Indianapolis, and if there be any Sena- 


tor on this floor who can say that there is one word or line in it, 


which is not based upon the sound, ancient faith of the Democratic 
party, I should like to hear him point it out. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The Senator, then, is op to a home- 
stead law at all, under any circumstances? He is opposed to the 
giving away of the public domain to anyone? 

Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, I am not called = to enter into 
moot questions. The homestead law is a thing of the past. The 
homestead law has been gpa ace repealed. All of the lands 
which are of desirability to settlers to be taken under the home- 
stead law have nearly or quite been taken. The lands which were 
offered under the special acts of Congress to which the pending 
bill relates, and which the bill pro to repeal, were in one 
respect very different from those which were offered to settlers 
under the homestead law. They were lands which at the moment 
they were offered had a greater present value than was asked of 
the settler to be paid after he should occupy them for five years 
to earn the money. 

Mr. ALLEN. .Will the Senator from Wisconsin —_ me to 
read a couple of lines from the Democratic platform 

Mr. VILAS. The Senator from Nebraska can read anything he 
chooses froma Democratic platform, but if he is ing from 
the platform adopted at Chicago last summer as the Democratic 
platform, and reading it to me, I should prefer to ask his atten- 
tion to the Democratic platform adopted at Indianapolis; and if 
he finds anything there on this subject which requires me to aban- 
don the Pao of the Constitution and in favor of bestowing 
this land upon settlers, I will — to it. ; 

Mr. ALLEN. I read fromthe regular Democratic platform. I 
do not read from the rump affair at Indianapolis: 

The Democratic party — 


Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, I yield with pleasure to the Senator 


fere or interrupt the Senator at all, but he is 
ments that do not bear analysis. pass 
from this point, upon which he seems to be a little tender, I wish 
to—— 


tant fact in this discussion, and possibly he may throw some 
uponit. From 1867 to 1896 this country, through the instrum: 


tor’s attention to the fact that he is 
question. He is insistin 
ready settled in his favor 

Thus he is throwing the question of value into consideration at 
this moment. I am not dealing with the question of the value of 


to read anything he chooses on the subject, but I can neither adopt 
it nor 


ursue it as obligato 


zo me. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Wiscon- 


sin yield to the Senator from Nebraska? 


Mr. ALLEN, Of course I have no desire unnecessarily to inter- 
some state- 


If the Senator let me 


Mr, VILAS. Not the least; not the least tender. 

Mr. ALLEN. Iwishtocall the Senator’s attention to an impor- 
ht 

en- 


— of the Republican party and the Democratic party, of which 
e 
to homestead settlers 157,873,796 acres of 
world. 
a which he does not want to see 


nator from Wisconsin was then a lo member, donated 
finest land in the 
Now, the Senator says that we have established a new 
I want to know 
om the Senator from Wisconsin if by charging the settlers $2.50 


an acre for these semiarid lands that have practically no value 


— t for grazing purposes he is not inclined to abandon the 
ne 


of the Democratic and establish a new policy? 

Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, I again wish to challenge the Sena- 
confusing two in his 

upon the question of fact as being al- 

t these are semiarid lands of no value. 


rticular lands. I shall have something to say on that ae 
ittle later on. Iam dealing with the question of what d 


be the policy of the United States with reference to such Indian 
reservations as we have sold under the several acts to which this 
bill relates, and such other Indian reservations as the United 
States still owns, which are of great value, worth much more in 
— immediate present market price than 
settlers. 


the price asked of the 


Mr. ALLEN. But does the Senator pretend to claim that the 
Government of the United States now owns as rietor, or that 
the Indians own, any lands which are equivalent in fertility and 
value to the lands along the Missouri and ppt basins which 
were given away under the general homestead act 

Mr. VILAS. I think there are Indian tribes—— 

Mr. ALLEN. There may be exceptions. 

Mr, VILAS. Which still own lands as good, perhaps, as any 
which have been relinquished; not a very great amount, perhaps, 
for we have been very rapidly extinguishing the Indian title. 

Mr. ALLEN. But what I want to call the attention of the Sen- 
ator to—and I hope he will not think I am unnecessarily captious 
in interrupting a 

Mr. VILAS. Not at all. 

Mr. ALLEN. Is the fact that these lands, as a whole, 90 per 
cent of them in round numbers, in consequence of the climate 
where they are located, in consequence of the lack of precipita- 
tion in winter and in summer, are arid lands, as a rule, not fit for 
ee Pp ; and are altogether inferior, I should say by 50 
per cent, if not more, to the 157,000,000 acres that have been given 
away under the general homestead law. 

Mr. VILAS. The Senator is again dealing with the second 
branch of this argument, which is a pure question of fact, and not 
with the question of policy as to how the Government shall dis- 
pose of valuable Indian reservations. I am going to deal with 
the question of fact presently. 

The lands in the Cherokee Outlet were, at the timeit was opened 
for settlement, held to be worth universally twice as much as was 
asked per acre of any settler. The Cherokee Outlet was lauded 
by Senators who wanted to obtain on of it for settlers as 
among the very finest, most delectable, and fertile lands in this 
country. 

Mr. ALLEN. Has not the Senator visited the Cherokee Strip 

Mr. VILAS. No,sir. Iam taking all my informationin 
to it from credible testimony, and I s presently discuss the 
question of the value of the land. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator permit me to interrupt him for 
just a moment to make a suggestion? 

Mr. VILAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator has not, he says, been to the Chero- 
kee Strip. Should he ever go there he would find this to be true, 
that the soil itself is a fertile soil; there is no doubt about that; 
but, aside from the little valleys along the creeks and rivers, whic 
are not very numerous, the lands are high, arid plains, upon 
which the precipitation is not sufficient at any season of the — 
to do more than start the grasses in the mee oe as their 
being proketerss three seasons out of four the might just 
as well locate a farm near the P ds of . Yetif youcan 
get water enough upon them, they become as fertile lands as you 
would want-to see. 
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Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to say that there are twenty 
one counties in western Kansas, lying right alongside of the Chero- 


kee Outlet, of which theSenator from Wisconsin iss ing, which 
had a population in 1887 of 101,000. Sixty thousand of them have 
moved away since that time and abandoned the lands to the peo- 
ple who held aaa upon them, because of the fact that the 
rainfall was so light that they could not make a living upon the 
jand, which, as I have said, adjoins this territory. 

Mr. VILAS. I have heard that fact stated several times in the 
course of the debate, and I do not care particularly to challenge it; 
but I suspect there were a many other reasons which have 
caused the population of that portion of Kansas to leave, if we 
were to inquire particularly into it. Political reasons have had 
their effect upon the p rity of that State. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. If the Senator will allow me, the popula- 
tion of the eastern part of the State of Kansas has a tonaet 18,000 
during the past year, while the western part, comprising these 
twenty-one counties, lost 21,000. So, instead of leaving the State 
when they could not make a living on this arid land, they pre- 
ferred to make a living in another part of the State in of 
moving to Wisconsin. 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator from Wisconsin does not pretend 
that those people went over to Illinois and Ohio and voted the 
Republican ticket last fall, does he? 

Mr. VILAS. The Senator from Wisconsin makes no pretense 
on the subject. He is perfectly satisfied with the intelligence 
which was manifested by the vote of the people of his own State, 
and challenges no other State in the Union. I am not debating 
political matters. The Senator from South Dakota is not refer- 
ring to the land to which this bill relates when he turns aside to 
discuss the question of the lands in Kansas. 

Mr. ALLEN.: Do I undeystand the Senator from Wisconsin to 
state that he fully er of the State of Wisconsin going Re- 
publican last fall? e seems to think it was an intelligent act. 

Mr. VILAS. I most cordially approve of the decision of the 
people of the State of Wisconsin, by which a majority of nearly 
110,000 in a voting es of about 425,000 was cast against a 
policy which, if it had been adopted, would, in my opinion, have 
worked great trouble and woe to the people of the United States. 

Mr. ALLEN. Then the Senator approves of McKinley carry- 
ing that State and its vote being cast for McKinley’s election? 

Mr. VILAS. Ido not intend to pursue a mere political contro- 
versy and indulge in partisan oe I am discussing a measure 
of great public consequence to the people of the United States. 

Mr. ALLEN. 1 understand, then, the Senator approves of dis- 
loyalty to his own re 

Mr. VILAS. I do most assuredly approve what I did. There 
is nothing about it which was done under cover, no step taken 
without careful reflection, and no act of mine in reference to the 
political affairs of the last year with which my conscience re- 
proaches me in any way. . 

Mr. ALLEN. ‘That is the same plea which Wat Tyler made a 
number of years ago. 

Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, there may have been the same plea 
made by other men, perhaps during this year, who were no better 
than the person to whom the Senator alludes; but we have no 
occasion for that sort of discussion here. In the political affairs 
of the country I did my duty as I understood it; and I again say 
that if, in the declaration of principles which was enunciated at 
Indianapolis, there be any Democrat who can find one line or word 
that is not bottomed and founded on the ancient principles of that 
party, I shall be glad to hear what it is. 

Mr. President, let us return to the subject that we have under 
discussion. I have no desire to engage in the Senate in the badi- 
nage of politics. We have an important measure here proposed 
for adoption. I say that the policy which the Congress of the 
United States has adopted for the last eight years is a sound and 
right policy, just to the whole people, fair to the settlers, enabling 
them to obtain good lands, with a right of preemption so guarded 
in the circumstances which attend it as to secure its exercise by 
genuine and honest settlers, and to afford fair opportunity to earn 
upon the land the cost of it. 

Now let us look to the other reason for a moment which is 
urged for this measure. It is said that these lands are semiarid, 
the “semi” being thrown in to apologize for classifying them as 
arid, I sup . They have always been reckoned among the 
most fertile lands, and the Senator from Nebraska, who, I judge, 
has been there, could not hesitate in his acknowledgment that 
they are fertile lands. When these settlers went there they were 
supplied with railroads, while settlements and civilization em- 
braced them on every hand. The lands were easy to develop. It 
was a simple thing to effect settlement there. Neither privation 
nor suffering nor remoteness from civilization was imposed upon 
those settlers. Sir, are they arid or are they semiarid? That is a 
question of fact. If we are to bestow these lands upon the home- 
steaders who have entered into contract with the Government to 


pay the $2.50 in some instances for the best land, and $1.50 for 
other land, and $1 only for still other land—if we are to repeal 
the laws under which they made their bargains because the lands 
are poor, worthless in value—ought we not to have proof of it 
furnished to us? If this bill is to be passed ona basis of fact, 
ought there not to be some inquiry into the truth of the assertions? 

Is this Senate to assume that every acre of the 33,000,000 acres, 
some in Oklahoma, some in Minnesota, some in North Dakota, 
some in South Dakota, some in Montana, in Idaho, in Oregon, in 
Nebraska, that everywhere throughout the public domain all 
these lands that the United States offered for homestead preemp- 
tion for a price, and which the settlers rushed on with such 
avidity to seize that they swept over the land like an army of 
occupation—is the Senate to assume that all these lands are worth- 
less because somebody chooses to baptize them with the name of 
“semiarid”? Are we to yield perhaps $20,000,000 already con- 
tracted to be paid, $35,000,000 in the aggregate amount which 
Congress has justly expected to receive, and which the lands are 
worth upon the terms yon —are we to yield that upon an 
assertion of fact, without a particle of evidence being produced to 
justify it, without discrimination between one body of those lands 
and another? I think the proposition a most extraordinary one. 

What is the evidence on the subject? The Senator from Con- 
necticut [Mr. PLatr] produced one piece of evidence to which 
we ought at least give some heed, the report of the governor of 
Oklahoma, made only during last summer, in which he does not 
intimate a particle of difficulty with the productiveness of those 
farming lands. On the contrary, in that report he sets forth the 
fact that they are especially productive of cotton and various other 
articles mentioned in the report, from which the farmers, he says, 
are deriving good returns in money. Whoisit that gainsays this 
report of the governor of Oklahoma? Upon what testimony are 
we to surrender $15,000,000 due to us for purchases of land in 
Oklahoma? Not a word or scintilla of evidence is proffered to 
support assertions directly contrary to this report and to all that 
has heretofore been heard of these lands in Congress. 

If that land is of the character which Senators would seem to 
at the idea that it possesses, we had better, if we are to pass 
this bill, pass also another to — some of the measures which 
were taken at the last session of this body to secure possession of 
the remainder of the Indian Territory. 

Think of it, sir! It is said here, or we are asked to believe here, 
that those lands are so poor that upon 160 acres the settler can 
not in five years save $160 to pay the.price to the United States 
at which he was so eager to buy the land five years before; that 
he can not upon 160 acres of other lands, which were valued much 
higher and supposed to be worth $10 or even more per acre, in five 

ears pay $400. If that is the character of the land in Oklahoma, 
et us proceed further with our work, and repeal the laws which 
we have been passing to break down the rights of the Five Civil- 
ized Tribes; let us recall the Dawes Commission, which is there 
now insisting upon some measures being taken by those govern- 
ments to yield up the rights of the Indians solemnly guaranteed 
to them by the United States forever. 

If the report of the governor of Oklahoma is not true, if these 
lands are indeed so poor and miserable that an honest settler on 
them can not in five years save $1 per acre with which to pay the 
United States the price he promised to pay, I think it would be 
better that he should leave, better that we should not try to main- 
tain him there in pauperism and suffering; far better that the 
land should go back again to the Indian tribes who enjoyed a gov- 
ernment of their own under which they had progressed to a very 
notable degree in civilization. If this be the true character of 
those lands, let us recall our Dawes Commission; let us repeal 
those laws by which we have put a tremendous duress upon those 
Indians in defiance of the treaty rights which were guaranteed to 
them; let us lower the legal bludgeon raised against them and 
maintain at least the good faith of the United States by leaving to 
them the occupancy and enjoyment of what this Government 
promised should be theirs forever. 

Mr.PLATT. Will the Senator permit me to makea suggestion 
at that point? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin yield to the Senator from Connecticut? 

Mr. VILAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PLATT. In the Indian appropriation bill that has been 
reported in the other branch of Congress is a provision to pay 
$2,000,000 to the Kiowa, Commanche, and Apache Indians to 
extinguish their title to the same character of land. 

 ¥. If there had been produced a particle of testi- 
mony to support the accusation against the nature of the Terri- 
tory of Oklahoma, we might spend some little time in debating it, 
but I again put the question, Is the Senate to yield this vast sum 
of money, destroy all those contracts, repeal its policy, because 
somebody urges simply a statement of fact upon us without evi- 
dence? we are to proceed upon the conditions of soil, upon the 








CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 





JANUARY 12, 





conditions of the settlers in different parts of the various States 
where these 38,000,000 acres lie, let us send out a commission of 
inquiry, let us know what the truth is. 

Jith what justice shall we release to some and keep the money 


which others have paid? Are we to assume that the same condi- 
tion exists throughout the Territory of Oklahoma and thence to 
the State of Washington, throughout all these different bodies of 
land to which this bill relates? There may be special instances— 
I remember a statement made on the floor by the Senator from 
Montana who now occupies the chair [Mr. CarTeR]—there may 
be particular instances, such as were spoken of with reference to 
the Crow Reservation, where some relief may be due by reason of 
facts applicable to such cases. Let us distinguish those cases by 
fair inquiry, and not pass a sweeping law of such injustice in its 
general nature as this. 

f noted the reasons—-a third class of reasons—given by the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota [Mr. NELSON] this afternoon. He appeals 
to his political brethren who believe, as I do not, that it is lawful 
for the Congress of the United States to bestow bounties under 
the tariff law, either directly in money, as was done to the sugar 
planters, or indirectly in other sums still more enormous, as is 
done every day by the operation of the tariff laws, to manufactur- 
ers—to give the settlers a share, and on that basis it may be an ap- 
peal can be made to share this plunder of the public; upon that basis 
it may well perhaps be claimed by Senators who are willing to 
support the tariff iniquities perpetrated upon the people of this 
country that these Government debtors ought to participate in 
the division of the spoil which the ‘‘ confederacy of rapine” secures 
from the United States. Why, then, do we not also provide for 
irrigating those lands at the expense of the Government? Why 
not supply these poor homestead settlers with the water at public 
cost, which shall make these fertile lands blossom with the riches 
of productiveness? 

Mr. President, it may be quite useless to mention another con- 
sideration, for lam perhaps in the class the Senator from Con- 
necticut rates himself as possibly belonging to, that of old fogies. 
Iam still one of those who believe that the Constitution of the 
United States imposes upon legislators in this body an obligation 
to observe the principles upon which it is based. I still believe 
that the Constitution of the United States gives this body no right 
to enact a law unless you can find within its terms the distinct 
and direct authority to enact it, or a just and rightful implication 
from some power given. 

I understand this Government to be one of delegated powers, 
and I know of no line of the Constitution which warrants this 
body in bestowing the public moneys gratuitously upon any class 
of persons whatever. Ue this bill is to be enacted, then in justice 
to those who have paid for their lands under similar legislation it 
would be incumbent on Congress to take from the Treasury the 
money they paid in there and restore it to them from whom it has 
been taken. What difference can you draw between surrenderin 
a promise to pay by a debtor of the United States, made upon suf- 
ficient consideration, which he is able to keep and ought to kee 
by every reason which enters into the obligation of contracts, ont 
taking the money directly from the Treasury? It can be done by 
no authority which the Constitution of the United States has 
vested in this body. 

As I said, sir, in the beginning of the argument, the original 
homestead law was challenged for that reason. The Democratic 
party withstood the enactment of the homestead law upon that 
foundation; a President of the United States vetoed the bill be- 
cause it was unconstitutional, and yet we are seeking here to find 
a power not to invite settlers upon a wild domain in order to build 
up States—we are seeking to find a power which shall authorize us 
to surrender moneys promised to be paid upon a fair contract for 
a fair and just consideration, and in respect of which no sort of 
complaint is or can be made, except a general assertion that they 
are poor and do not want to pay. 

Mr. President, I leave the question there, having said more 
than I intended when I took the floor. 

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, before the pending bill is dis- 
posed of I wish to offer a suggestion or two. In thé first place, 
these people and their friends in Con are not asking bles at 
the hands of the Government of the United States. They are not 
asking a donation of money. They are not asking an appropria- 
tion of money from the Treasury of the country. Thevarsatuaty 
asking that they may be permitted to enjoy the benefits of the 
homestead law. The object of that law was to procure and to 
secure homes for the people. The battle cry of the young ub- 
licans thirty-six years ago last fall was ‘‘ Lands for the landless 
and homes for the homeless.” The theory of American govern- 
ment, the philosophy of American society, is that where the —— 
have homes of their own they are bound tothe soil by ties of own- 
ership, which breeds loyalty, tes patriotism, and will con- 
tinue the Republic down through the ages to come. The philoso- 


phy of our whole social pews is as pon the homes of the 
people. The homes are the nurseries o: the Republic. There 


where the most sacred relations of life are formed. Thereis where 
republicanism is taught in its infancy and in its >, and there 
is where the principles of blican and popular institutions are 


first taught to the young ci 
or may be 
d themselves 


Mr. President, the people who are gain that 
relieved from the payment of debts which they fin 

discovered their utter 
en a debtor is unable 


unable to pay have not done so until th 
inability to complete those payments. 
to meet his pecuniary obligations, courts are called to the assist- 
ance of the creditor; the laws and the machinery of the courts are 
a into action; the prorecty of the debtor is seized, and he may 
destroyed, he and famil — be turned out of their home 
that the creditor may be sav So it would bein this case. If 
these people, being unable to pay the obligations which have been 
imposed upon them by Congress, remain unable to pay, the Gov- 
ernment would simply have to remove them. That would be all, 
The Government would save nothing; it would make nothing, 
but a number of the best people in the world would be turned out 
of their homes and no good accomplished in any direction. 

Now, our attention has been called by the Senator from Connec- 
ticut : yy and also by the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. 
ViLas], who has just left the floor, to the message of the governor 
of Oklahoma, who speaks in very high terms of the Territory and 
its natural resources. Men who have been long resident in the 


Western country understand the force of of that charac- 
ter. The people of Oklahoma are now in the advertising stage, if 
I may use that expression. We haveall through a fever of 


that kind, and if a governor can be found in a new State or even 


“in an old State anywhere who would not defend his State and put 


its best possible condition forward and conceal the worst ones, he 
would not be elected to office a second time, certainly. 

In the earlier stages of the Oklahoma excitement that Territory 
was ag te to the world as a sort of second-hand Eden. So it 
was in Nebraska, so it was in Kansas, so it was in Montana, so it 
was in Idaho, and in all the new States. I remember that in the 
earlier history of Kansas our State board of ture published 
a large volume every year in which maps of our counties were 
given; the county seats were located; the townships and ore 
towns and the railroads and streams were all given on beautifully 
wholly, dor eivarGuing palpee Site Saar eNaMiir ces 
wholly, for adve urposes. e way com: came 
to our assistance sal leouet broadcast adv literature 
ee all the nations of the world from which it would be 
likely that emigrants would cometous. In the last report, recently 
published, I discover, hie fe oe tothe credit of the secretary and 
the board, that the policy has been changed, and the secretary takes 
occasion in the opening to call attention to the fact that he is 
now proceeding to look after the interests of agriculture and not 
so much to advertising. The plain truth is known concerning the 
Western country to all of us whoare resident there. Weare bet- 
ter able, because of our knowledge, tospeak advisedly about these 
matters than are persons who are not familiar with heen. 

Now, it is charged that it is paternalism to relieve those people 
of their indebtedness, and yet we have time and time again donated 
lands by the thousands and hundreds of thousands and by the 
millions of acres to railway companies, ostensibly for the purpose 
of operating as pioneers to open settlement, to the course 
of population to these newer regions. We paid them for doing it. 
Six years ago we passed a law providing for the payment of boun- 
ties to such of our nen 0 SS ee”. 
sugar. Our object in that instance was to establish the industry. 

e proposed to pay for it. So, in the laying out of railways into 
the new Territories, we were paying the companies to do the work. 
We gave nearly 28,000,000 acres of land—more than twice as much 
as there is in the whole State of Kansas—to the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company alone, for the purpose of paying the company 
to build a railway across the ° 

We made en I have now the number, but 


a large number, in the earlier the Republic for the open- 
ing and the construction of ae roads from the city of Wash- 


ington. Roads were proj to Maine, one to o, and an- 
other one through Whee and Cincinnati various 
towns in Ohio to St. Louis and on west. There were others 


to the southwest, diverging somewhere about Louisville or 
Nashville, one going farther south and the other one farther west. 
I have gone through the record, but I do not now recall the num- 
ber of appropriations or the exact amount of money set apart, 


but there were a great many of them. 
So it has been in our manufacturing industries. We have de- 
voted large sums of money by way of ve tariffs to encour- 


y 
our national industries, One of the first indeed I believe 
it was the general act a by the first President of the 
— States, was a tariff “to protect and encourage domestic 
man 


actures. 
The Senator from Wisconsin and it was I think, 
— 5 be 
bythe Senator punling Lill bts bostenatieey emits, ia justice 









$0 the cltinane whe Dave ta the yest paid fow lands, the Govess- 
ment should refund the amount of money they have paid. Mr. 
mnt os overturn the stra 
of Government. en @ reverses any 
law, is there any an te ans Se Oe ee oe eee 
tice, by which persons who have in eee 
character, or reputation by reason of the decisions of that 
reimbursed or by which their property is 
. In the march of 


for those things. Fe would 
e ernment under 
ts tacahebieel meaner 
and reaper has been one of loss, The way from the wheelbarrow 


in its gem’ and 
does his lambs. That is not the theory of this bill, Mr. 
Government is Government ought to a 
ism. It is made for the wpa ns prone he her of 
the people. Shall we a our splendi 
it is paternalistic in its character? Shall we 
ing of our mails by private contracts? If you go 
broad streets you will see daily and hourly a eee 
nicely arranged, with pote or ee on A oy . -" 
assorting mailas they goup wn street. stops 

ao belie along the principal streets of the city, the men gather the 
mail, and then distribute it for the proper points of destination. 
That is the hand of the Government operating in the — 
—— for their interest. Thatispaternalism. Are wetoa 
ish that 

You may go into any State of the Union, you may go to the 
statutes of any of our States, you may go to ordinances of our 
cities, and you will find that the individual conduct of the citi- 
zens, the personal habits of the ” 
ina anneal. “Those tings Dot satin aon 
ing, are ; are necessary e 
society, in the maintenance of order, in the enforcement of disci- 
pline, in the preseryation of health. All those things are natural 
in their order, and yet when people come to the Government and 
ask for relief it is Sa. 

Look at our own here. ee ae ae 
numbers are passed, and I dare say more than 25 per cent of 
the bills that are read from the Clerk’s desk are pension cases. 
tb) mani Saal Roe fan Bilan te anlioee ae paaiiel Ase pen 

e needy ones? you ou 
going to slaughter the children as they come into the wor 
that we shall not be expected to care for them in time of need? 


ie 


have to the sunlight and water and to the air they breathe. 
this bo paternalisns what will the Senstor from usetts 
Ww. 
r. Hoar] think about it when he calls up the 
ing the two or three days he has been urging the 

to take up that bill for consideration. 
thousands and hundreds of thousands all over the country who 
have become embarrassed and unfortunate in their business, un- 
able to pay their debts, and now they appeal to the same Govern- 
ment that the (Petey gow gee go yoy ee 

ask for a donation; they do not ask that the Government shall 
reach its hand into the and pour 
ous eine ‘het the 3t heart mug le, feeling out 

, grea a ty , 

Se ran epee, Sm Ss a waletieunte saan 
and set them 1 ae SE ee eee. That is all that is asked for by 


the pending bill. 
Thy Ganhor took Wisinsin seve thatthe homestead low to 


tactically repealed by o 

Bact. If that be true, it is time that we retrace sad ee 4 = 
back again to the princi the for 
landless and homes for the homeless. 


the Senate that a great many citizens of 
upon lands that were in the beginning Indian lands. That is true; 
and no one there is to be relieved. No one in Kansas has 
ever asked to be relieved oom egw The requests that 
have ever come to Congress from the people of for relief 
were of the same character as those t came from Nebraska, 
that came from Colorado, that came from the settlers on public 
lands everywhere in the great West and the Northwest—that 
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when misfortunes and drought or other unavoidable misfortunes 
came in the pathway of the settler, the time for payment on lands 
migh ; and it has been done time and time again. 
That is all they have ever asked. 

But, Mr. President, there are two classes of lands in all that 
magnificent region in the midst of which Kansas ee to be 
located. The eastern portion of that country from the north to 
the south has more regular seasons and greater rainfall than the 
western section. A record has been kept by the officers of our 
State University in Kansas for a number of years, running back 
more yeurs, if I remember it correctly, and the aver- 
age rainfall in the eastern one-third of our State has been about 

inches, or 8 feet, to the year, an abundance of rainfall; whereas 
in the southwestern portion of our State near the western border, 
at Fort Dodge, where the Government has been keeping records 


for many years, it ap that the average rainfall is about 10 
inches to year, ani frome that to 15 inches. 
If that ——y of rain would fall upon the soil at just such 
times as the farmer most needs it, it would be enough to mature 
the that grow well in that region of the country. But 
Tains do not come just at the times when the farmers most 
them. It is for that reason that agriculture in the western 
of our State and the western portion of Nebraska and all 
north and south is more or less precarious, and we 
ve d in our experience that farming and agriculture in gen- 
eral in the western portion of the State has not been in the main 
But where men with large means were able to pro- 
cure water from under the surface by pumping it, or where the 
were able to draw water from the streams and carry it throug 
irrigating ditches onto their farms, they have uniformly been 
rosperous. I have never seen better crops of any kind, and espe- 
cially of fruit and vegetables, than are grown in the semiarid 
regions of western Kansas under irrigating ditches. I have seen 
~ gardens of women who were keeping boarding houses 
villages—that were as oases in the desert, while the prairiea 
around were gray and brown and sere; and in the hot simmer- 
ose were green with vegetation, made so 
by =. of an he —— .) — a under the 
surface ping. tis t large num of people in 
meet 2 on have found it n , in order to save 
families, to move away in times of trouble 


Fil 
t 


F 
: 


‘3 


and to go to other 
Inthe earlier history of Kansas settlement nearly all of the Indian 
lands that were from the Indians were paid for at the 


time of purchase either by m belonging to the purchaser as 
his own or by money vecmaed tens others. It was common at 
that time, as it has been in every one of the newer States, for loan 
agencies to be established in all parts of the country. You might 
go inte a town of 200 or 300 people, and among the business signs 
you would see quite as numerously as any others those of the loan 
agents—*‘ money loaned,” “‘ bonds bought and sold,” ‘‘ mortgages 
negotiated,” etc. There was a mortgage period throughout all 
that Western region, and during that time the lending of money 
was a lar business. Men came from the East and from the 
South fromthe Northeast, andsome of our own citizens became 


These | agents for Eastern money lenders and started up in business, urg- 


ing —_-* borrow 4 All of those lands, I say, or nearly 
of , were paid for in one way or another; but you have 
never yet found a citizen of Kansas coming to Congress asking for 
relief any of that class of burdens, and, Mr. President, you 
never 
These homestead settlers in Oklahoma did not go there in the 
condition in which our Kansas settlers came tous. Our Kansas 
settlers were nearly all well-to-do _—_— They either had money 
of their own or they were energetic, enterprising people and bor- 
But the homestead settlers in Oklahoma ony 
hey 


rowed money. 
there poor. They were poor when they crossed the border. 
were poor when oe lay along the line for weeks and months 
waiting for the hand of the clock to point to the hour of 12 on a 
certain day when they ht rush across the line and procure’ 
homes. Alter having upon the lands, and finding that b 
reason of climatic conditions they are unable to raise moncy cine 
to meet the payments to the Government when they are due, and 
at the same to maintain their own families and to meet thé 
demands that are made upon them by reason of the social sur- 
roundings, they come to Congress, and honestly, not in a spirit of 
suppli , not as beggars, ask to be relieved, exactly the same as 
men who are unfortunate in other lines of business come and ask 
to be relieved through bankruptcy laws. 
When I plead the cause of these people I do it not ag a sup- 
liant. Lask it as an act of justice due these people. Suppose 
tho pending bill is not p and the people are compelled to 
leave their homes. will be the gainer? The people who are 
now there are acclimated. They know what they can do, and by 
perseverance, , and a little act of justice upon the part of 
the Government they will yet improve their lands, save theif 
homes, and become good citizens of the Republic. 
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When it was suggested by the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. | “I amalifelong Republican, and have been connected with the management 
PETTIGREW] that a large number of the present residents of Okla- | S5.S° Sy, impalge I this Braye fore ae Ieegrity, tntelligesos heen? 
homa and upon this particular portion of eee gone there | and patriotism of the Cet vecehe of K . iy pte y 
from the State of nsas, the Senator from Wisconsin, in the | to‘ d up for Kansas.’ 
goodness of his heart, expressed the thought that possibly political | , A’ to your investments in Kansas, as stated tome by yourfriend, they are 
considerations had something to do with that fact. I regret very “Yours, truly, 
much that the Senator did not proceed to explain what he meant 
by political considerations; how he meant to apply his thought. 
Whether it was that men regarded the going into the Territory as 
a political movement for their political preferment, I do not know. 
I rather think, however, that the Senator’s thought was running 
along the lines that were preached to us during the last year; that 
is, that the people of Kansas had become infatuated with a sort of 
political mania, with a view of revolutionizing the State govern- 
ment and the National Government and throwing themselves 
upon the country by repudiating their debts. 

Now, in that connection and in answer to that charge, I wish to 
have something inserted in the Recorp. If the Senate will not 
object, I ask that the Secretary may read it. Itis a printed letter 
by Mr. P. I. Bonebrake, one of the most conspicuous citizens of 

ansas. He is president of the Central National Bank, of Topeka. 
He was for eight years clerk of Shawnee County, in which the 
capital is situated. He was afterwards four years or more auditor 
of the State, and he is to-day one of our most respected citizens. 
While this nonsense was going on about the repudiators of Kansas 
and what would take place when the new Populist administra- 
tion came into power, Mr. Bonebrake wrote this letter, which I 
ask may be reed. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read as 
requested. 

Mr. PEFFER. Before the Secretary reads, I am asked by a 
Senator on my right whether Mr. Bonebrake is a Populist. No 
Mr. President, he is a radical Republican of the o d-fashioned 
abolition stamp. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

The following is a copy of the letter sent by P. I. Bonebrake, president of 
the Central National , to Governor Woodbury, of Vermont, relating to 
Kansas affairs: 

“At the request of your friend, Mr. E. B,. Merriam, I submit to you a few 
thoughts on affairs in Kansas. I know that Eastern parties who have invest- 
ments in Kansas are anxious about their outcome. 

“This anxiety is induced much more by assaults on the State by Eastern 
papers than because of the actual result of the election. I beg to say that we 
are not all cranks nor repudiators, nor has Kansas ‘gone to the * vet. 
We still have the same c te and soil that in one year produced 70,000.000 
bushels of wheat, 267,000,000 of corn, more beef and pork than any State in the 
Union, while all lesser cereals, vegetables, and fruit bave k there- 
with. Westill have 9,025.6 miles of railroad in the State; 023.23 of 

roperty as taxed, with a real value of three times that amount, with a State 
ebt of only .000; a permanent school fund of $6,087, 15; an annual dis- 
bursement 0: 102.06 to the common schools; 9,180 schoolhouses, valued at 
10,999,031, witha university, normal school, agricultural college, institutions 
or the blind, deaf and dumb, insane, peniten , reform school, Soldiers’ 
Home, soldiers’ orphans home, and Sta’ — costing $8,826,925, without 
the oes. rom this it will be seen that the State can and will continue 
































“P. L BONEBRAKE.” 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask the Senator from Kansas, if he 
will allow me, whether that statement of the wealth and resources 
of the State is, in his judgment, substantially correct? 

Mr. PEFFER. I think it is,sir. The writer is one of the most 
careful, pai ng citizens we have, 

oe Hi aon ree it siger yo it rp: _ — is oie ze 
most remarkable examples o rapid and great prosperity of an 
agricultural ulation that exists in buman 

Mr. PE . The statement of the writer is to the same effect 
a —e statement bigot in i general war. He gives 

e figures of our population; he gives the figures of our produc- 
tion, as to our railways, and our agricultural uction; he refers 
to one year when we produced upward of 70,000,000 bushels of 
wheat; to another year when we produced in the borhood of 
250,000,000 bushels of corn; he of our live That is a 
statement embracing the whole State of Kansas. 

Now, I was a | a moment ago, one it is—— 

Mr. HOAR,. the Senator Kansas allow me? 

Mr. PEFFER. Pardonmea moment. If theSenator will read 
it carefully, when he sees the letter in the Recorp, he will dis- 
cover that there was a time in our history when our State was 
overrun with loan agents. You will find a passage that is marked 
in my own hand, if you will examine the original slip, where ref- 
erence is made to that fact; and Mr. Bonebrake so far as to 
say that it would have been better for us now if some years ago 
our wild ie had been checked. 

Mr. Hi . This is what I want to ask the Senator: Kansas 
was forty years wip -two years , certainly—with the 
exception of a vi ew settlements, an bited waste, roamed 
over by tribes of Indians. Now, does the Senator know another 
instance on the face of the earth, unless it be some neighboring 
American State, where a territory has grown up in es 
years containing such a population, such wealth, such value of 
agricultural lands, such vast agricultural products, and the 
money-makers of the earth chasing them to them to borrow 
their money? I should like to know if there is another instance 
of such P rity. 

Mr. PEFFER. I have frequently said on this floor, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and I now repeat, that to take the people of Kansas as a 
whole, and the State of Kansas as a State, they have no parallel 
in human history. 

Mr. HOAR. Now, would it not—— 

Mr. PEFFER. I hope the Senator will allow me to get through 


$0 Ao business with my statement, so that it may be properly expressed. 
‘It is undoubtedly true that the result of the election will largely s r- Mr. HOAR. Certainly; Ido not to distur b the Senator. 
manent investments of Eastern money. Had this been done ten or n 


Mr. PEFFER. This chopping up of ideas never serves a good 
pu: pose upon either hand. 

Our people have grown in about thirty-five years from a mere 
handful of squatters toin the neighborhood of a million and a 
half ee le. When I went to Kansas in 1870, we had but a few 
miles of railway. I remember ri out from Topeka 18 miles 
on Se aoe and — o2 road to ae =f ce I 
went from there ria, in the adj county, on a 
stagecoach drawn by Ger horses, ao tant place, the next 
day, I went down to the second adjoining county in a two-horse 
mail hack, and the third day, going to another adjoining county. 
I rode anIndian pony. The farther I t, the nearer I approached 
the Indian country, the less comfortable and the less capacious 
were the means of trarsportation. 

Well, we have grown until now we have nearly 10,000 miles of 
railway. We have upward of 9,000 schoolhouses. Our churches 
afford a seating capacity for more than 25 per cent of the meee. 
Ninety out of every hundred of the people are native-born citizens 
of the United States. And in what we call years we pro- 
duce enormous crops of wheat and corn. oe 
agricultural and grazing region. So we have an of 


years ago it would have been a blessing to the State. At that period syndi- 
cates, loan companies, and capitalists, t and West, chased the people over 
the prairies to loan them money and buy their bonds. Every crossroad 
2wust have a railroad, and every railroad crossing must become a city, and 
every city must have waterworks, electric lights, and paved streets, and 
bonds were issued therefor. Lae F ats were led to believe that Kansas 
was an addition to the New Je em. Then the “hard times” that pre- 
vaiied all over the country prevailed in Kansas, and being a new State, it 
felt the reaction more than her older sisters. 

“T repeat that Kansans, as a body,are not repudiators. In fact, it could not 
be so. Her people were almost all born and received their education east of 
the Mississippi and north of Mason and Dixon's line. It is a slander on our 
fathers and mothers, most of whom yet live in the Middle and New England 
weeret 7 that their sons and daughters were educated to become 
and frauds. 

“Ttitisa to have voted the Democratic-Populist ticket, then Kan- 
sas can well afford to invite a comparison with her sister States of Illinois, 
Indiana, ae, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York, in all of which many 
‘more votes of t kind were cast than in Kansas. 

‘We have been charged with lawlessness. Again we invite comparison. 
Not long ago, in the city of Sar rioters were eerie ae and prop- 
erty while the governor and 200,000 business men stood i re, and allowed 
the work of destruction to continue until asquad of Uni States troops 
came and dispersed the rioters. Kansas had thesame expe some years 
ago, when the governor qalety pees the State troops on the ground, and 


without loss of life order reigned. 
r charges Kansas with dislo Tneed only 


“A prominent New York pe Sey A 
recall the fact that in 1861- Kansas sent more men into the fold in propor. 


stock, and our — are i well. We have a great deal of 
fion to popalation then any | State in the Union, and if the flag was ee That has nothing to do—— 
lay she wo’ ng again. AR. Ma ask Senator from Kansas 
* Tt is true that the ‘silver craze a an epidemic here, but some tolera- . HOAR. yl the one other 


tion must be allowed to our people, who up to a few years ago were so in- | question? 


toneely: Re mblican that they aces pod the hings o SEBEMAX AlazB0%, Mr. PEFFER. Yes. 

oC. miey, pa ne , when e issu: our 

hundred and sixty-six millions of fiat silver between 187 and fane 80, 1806, | ,. =: HOAR. ven Rg emi dag that ty, rather the 
The people seemed to think that if a half a billion of silver was a good h net come year 

a billion was better. They were mistaken, as were the eminent gentlemen r. PEFFER. I think so. ; 


named 
**{ condemn the hue and cry of some of our Reople who are continuall 
denouncing ‘ Wall street,’ ‘money loaners,’ ‘ gol * etc., for it sasmet 
ern we that gave us our marvelous development; but I also denounce the 
statement that our people are dishonest, rn Creare, and anarchists. 
“It is true that the State affairs are in the han the Democratic-Populist 
y, but we are a trust them until they prove false to the best 
terests of the State. they do that, they will be quickly ‘turned down’ 


Mr. HOAR. Now, I should like to put one other question. Is 
it not on the whole the part . ey ta hiep on with 
the policy which has produ these results o Sea 
wealth and comfort, and schoolhouses and churches, 

by the ten, thousand miles, rather than to depart from it and try 
@ new one 














2 FER. Someof the things connected with that progress 
sine a ae deleterious. I have stood by and seen men and 
women sign notes and m re, ae h as 40 
terest on borro era tis a d ive 
polic , I will say to the Senator from husetts. During the 
decade from 1880 to 1890 Kansas people borrowed over $500,000,000, 
and the average rate of interest that it cost the borrowers was at 
least 10 per cent. If the Senator wishes me to include at peter 
in the system of progress to which he refers, I then say we do not 
want any more of it; for it is that which, with all of our thrift 
and all of our energy, has brought about the political revolution 
in Kansas. These mortgage hunters, these loan ts, no matter 
where they came from, no matter whose agents were, have 
done Kansas and Nebraska and all that _— region of country 
more harm than all of the visitations of vidence which have 
ever befallen us. 

Mr. President, Kansas people have become more noted perhaps 
than some of our ae because of our energy, because of our 
peculiar characteristic of go’ ahead and taking care of ourselves 
and of being good to our oeenert at the same time. You 
remember that when the Atc , Topeka and Sante Fe Railroad 
Company their work(the Union Pacific as well, but mdre 
especially the Sante Fe) they sent their adv matter like 
leaves of the forest, scattering it over the habitable globe, and 
sent their agents to every civilized nation, proclaiming the richness 
of our soil, the delightfulness of our climate, the salubrity of our 
atmosphere, the energy of our people, and the vastness of the empire 
that was round about us. So from the very beginning of our 
tory Kansas people have always been inthe front, advertising our- 
selves and building up our Commonwealth. 

To-day we are still in debt; and it is largely because of the op- 
pressive burden of these debts that a political revolution has come 
about in the State. Our people are as honest to-day as they ever 
were; our lands are as good as they ever were; our sunshine as 
shimmering and our climate as salubrious as it ever was, and our 
people are as enterprising as they ever were. From year to year, 
through this sad, hard ience, we are | wisdom, and we 
will come out in the end master of the situation. We have not 
up to this hour asked the Government for a penny. Two years 
ago, when a bill was brought before the Senate asking for relief to 
settlers in some of the other States on account of losses occasioned 
by drought, while I voted for the bill and its passage, I took 
occasion to say at the time that the people of Kansas were suffer- 
ing in like manner, but that we were able to help ourselves, and 
we did not propose to ask the Government for help. 

The rights which Indians have in these reservations are pos- 
sessory rights. That was determined long ago. The object in 
purchasing them from the Indians is to procure homes for our 
poous, I need not recall to the attention of the Senate the scram- 

le and the rushing, the tumbling and the racing, the anxiety of 
the people who were anxious to get across the line in order that 
they might secure homes on Indian lands just opened to white 
settlement. While itis true that the town builders were there 
and the speculators, yet the great body of the people who engaged 
in that dreadful race was composed of men and women who were 
in search of homes for themselves and their families. It has 
come toa time in this country, Mr. President, when homes are 
in demand, and the object of the homestead law was to procure 
homes for the people. 

There are two reasons, Mr. President, why the pending bill is 
proper. One of them is that in a large measure in the region of 
western Nebraska, western Kansas, western Indian Territory, and 
Texas the lands are not well adapted to the ordinary processes of 
agriculture common among ee” from the Eastern States, 
who move upon those lands to cultivate them. It required a long 
time in Kansas for our farmers in the western portion of the State 
to adapt themselves to the climatic conditions, to the peculiarities 
of the soil. The traveler in mae over that region will observe 
as he goes from the eastern part of the State away beyond that 
the native prairie = is from 2 to 6 feet high, and I have seen it 
as high as 11 feet in the low grounds, for horses and men riding 
would be lost in the prairie grass, because the tops were above the 
men’s heads. Go to the western of the State, and you will 
find the grass growing from 4 to 6 inches in height, a fine, pecul- 
larly colored grass, known as buffalo in that region. Not onl 
is the climate different, not only is the rainfall less, but the so 
conditions themselves are different. Different crops necessarily 
a to the different regions. All these things have to be 

rned. 

Most of the settlers in Oklahoma have discovered that the cli- 
matic and soil conditions there are not favorable to the methods 
of cultivation to which they have been accustomed. Those le 
are not yet able to master the natural difficulties that are in the 
way, but doubtless they will be in time, if they are permitted to 
remain where ao 

In addition to that, modern methods of agriculture have oper- 
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ated to reduce the profits upon labor the same as modern methods 
of manufacture have reduced the profits ‘of manufacturing, and 
this adds to the troubles of the Oklahoma people. 

There is one further idea I wish to impress upon the Senate. 
Men and nations have certain rights within and of themselves, 
but their _— do not extend beyond those that naturally belong 
to their individuality, either as persons or as nations or communi- 
ties. For ae the head of one fumily has no natural or moral 
right, no legal right, to interfere with the management, the home 
discipline, or any of the affairs of another family so long as they 
are not violating the orderly laws of society. So it is with nations. 
Nations have no right to govern qooet at arm’s length. On that 
theory alone I favor the independence of Cuba. e see Spain, a 
monarchy 8,000 miles away, in the closing years of the nineteenth 
century, governing by the harsh rule of the sword another ple. 
The thing in i is preposterous. The civilization of the age 
has gone beyond that kind of government. 

The power of Britain is felt in every part of the civilized world. 
The footprints of the Englishman are everywhere, but ever 
ae of Great Britain has local autonomy, and so onech 
attached are the people there to the Government of their mother 
country and to the habits of the people in England that they are 
now ing about forming an empire which will be world-wide, 
advancing and establishing the imperialism of the English people. 
But here in Cuba we have an armed revolution against the foreign 
power recurring every few years. 

So upon general principles, the principles of natural right, I 
would argue in favor of the independence of Cuba, and, if I were 
not a Senator of the United States, I would go so far as to say 
that I believed it to be the duty of the Government of the United 
States to say to the Government of Spain: ‘‘ We want this war 
stopped; we want Cuba to be free, no matter what it costs here or 
elsewhere.” 

So it is, Mr. President, as to the rights of individuals. I saida 
moment aos Ord I believe men have rights. The boys who are 
ae in front of me here have the same rights exactly that you 
and I have, Mr. President, and that these venerable Senators 
around me have. When a child is born into the world, he comes 
with the same rights that the mother who bore him had and that 
his father before him had. They have no right to banish him 
when he comes to what we in law call the age of majority, 21 years 
and past—the father has no right to banish him from the home 
where he was born. I believe the Government ought to establish 
as a permanent policy that whenever it purchases a foot of land 
from Indians or from any other person or corporation it should 
be purchased for the use of the people as homes. Mr. President, 
the people of this country have a right to live here, they and the 
children who are coming after them.’ I hope the bill will pass 
upon its merits. 

Iam pleased to see that the opposition which has been thus far 
manifested against the bill is farfetched and upon technical 

ounds. Two of the Senators who have argued in opposition to 
1t say ng te — be considered old fogies, as men behind 
the age. ose Senators need not be sensitive upon that point. 
There is such a thing, however, as progress. The world is mov- 
ing. The old States-rights Democrat is one of the things of the 
past. He has come to understand, as all the rest of us do under- 
stand, that the sphere of the State government is purely local 
and for local purposes; that we have neither time nor inclination 
to take a surveyor with us when we travel across the country at 
the rate of 50 or 60 miles an hour to mark the location of State 
lines, that we may know under what different laws we are as we 

through the different jurisdictions, The people of the United 

tates constitute a nation, and now we are big enough to take 

care of ourselves and to take care of those of our people who are 
unfortunate and who need relief at our hands. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask unanimous consent that to-morrow, 
immediately after the dispcsal of the routine morning business, 
the pending bill may be made the unfinished business and be then 


taken up. 

Mr. FRYE. Does the Senator expect to get a final vote on the 
bill to-morrow? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. 1 think we can. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Tuurston in the chair). 
The Senator from South Dakota asks unanimous consent that the 
pending bill be taken up as the unfinished business immediately 
after the ee, pomeees to-morrow. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Immediately after the disposal of the rou- 
tine morning business. 

Mr. HOAR, Iwill not object to that unanimous consent if 
the Senstor will further ask unanimous consent that some time 
to-morrow be assigned for taking the vote. I think the Senate 
is ready to vote. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Iam 
request the further request t 
to-morrow. 


erfectly willing to embrace in my 
t the vote be taken at 4 o'clock 
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Mr. ALLEN. I sup there are Senators who are not now 
- here who ought to be advised when the vote is to be taken; and 
I suggest’that the day after to-morrow be fixed as the time. 

Mr. PETTIGREW, I think we had better leave that question 


until to-morrow. 
I shall object unless th proposition be t be included 


Mr. HOAR. 
that the vote be taken to-morrow; butif 
[Mr. ALLEN 2 the latter a I will not object to eg: 

Mr. ALL I was that if we take the vote 
to-morrow, as there are but few vio ow present who would 
know of the order, it would be rather taking snap judgment on 
those who are absent. 

Mr. HOAR. I will consent toan arrangement being made that 
the vote be taken the day after to-morrow. 

Mr. ALLEN. Perhaps the Senator from South Dakota will be 
willing to-morrow to that a time be fixed when the vote shall 
be taken. 

Mr. HOAR. I think the Senate is ready to fix an hour, but if 
the Senator from Nebraska thinks that of the hour 
to-morrow may disappoint some Senators who would like to be 
here, I shall not object if the next day be fixed as the time when 
the vote shall be taken, but I shall object to any unanimous con- 
sent unless it is accom with a of some time for 
taking the final vote. course, if “the te is ready to vote 
before then, it can be done. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to make an inguiry. Iam 
told the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Bacon] gave notice that he 
desired to ae the Senate to-morrow in to some reso- 
wee meer before the body. Is that the case? 

Yes; on the resolution in relation to the recog- 
sistem tt t Cake. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. If that is the case, I should prefer tomake 
the request for a vote to-morrow, and to see what we accomplish 
to-morrow. I do not know that we can accomplish anything, for 
when a Cuban debate arises here it takes up all the time of the 
Senate; and therefore I renew my request. 

Mr. HOAR. I shall object. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Very well, then, the bill can go over as 
the unfinished business for to-morrow. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator can get the bill up to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from South Dakota 
requests that the pen bill be taken up as the unfinished busi- 
ness immediately after the routine business in the morning hour 
to-morrow. Is there objection? 

Mr. FRYE. I understood that the Senator withdrew that re- 

quest. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. No; I did not withdraw that 
Senator from Massachusetts has objected to it, as I un 

Mr. FRYE. Then that ends the request. 

Mr. HOAR. It is obvious, for the reason the Senator has stated, 
if he is correctly informed, as unquestionably he is, that a Senator 
——— to take the floor to-morrow after the routine morning 

usiness to speak on Cuba, that unanimous consent will be of no 
value to the Senator from South Dakota, because his bill will be 
laid aside for that speech. So I object. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator from Georgia gave notice that he 
would ask leave of the Senate to address the Senate to-morrow 


—— 

r. PETTIGREW. I think that there can be no harm in 
mania the request, because if the Senator from Georgia should 
conciude his speech in the morning hour we can then take up the 
pending bill, and hasten with it. 

Mr. HOAR. We can take it up as it is. 

Mr. CALL. I propose to move, if there be no objection, that 
the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. FRYE. There are some pa on the table of the Presi- 
dent which I should like to have laid before the Senate before 
adjournment, if the Senator will withdraw his motion. 

Mr. CALL. Very well. 


MARKING OF VESSELS’ NAMES. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill (8. o% ser to amend 
an act entitled ‘“‘An act to amend section 4178. Statutes 
in relation to the marking of vessels’ names at bow and stern, and 
also to — for —. the draft,” approved February 21, 
1891, which was, on page 2, line 24, to strike out the word “six” 
and insert ‘* seven.” 

Mr. FRYE. 1lmovethat the Senate concur in the House amend- 
ment, whichis rendered necessary by the fact that this bill 
the Senate a year ago, and provided that the marking should be 
done —_— year 1896, but the bill having just been 
the other House, of course ‘*1897” has to be substi 
1896.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on concurring 
in the amendment of the House of Representatives. 

Ths amendment was concurred in. 


uest. The 
rstand. 
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executive session the doors were 
82 minutes p. m.) the Senate 
day, January 18, 1897, at 12 o’ 























county of Jackson and S 





coun — Luis O 
uty of spo 
coal of Cotas and State of Nebraska. 








suerte 
Mr. CALL, The Senator 


move an executive session, iia Pathenia Orn tees 
Mr. FRYE, I move that the proceed to the 
tion of executive business. 


e motion was to; and the Senate 






CONFIRMATIONS. 





Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate January 12, 1897, 


CONSUL. 
Thomas 8. - at of Virginia, to be consul of the United States 


at Beirut, 


UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 
William H. White, of Vasile, be attorney of the United 


States for the eastern "district of 





PROMOTION IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 
Second Lieut. Frank H. Dimock, of Massachusetts, to be a first 


lieutenant in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 





POSTMASTERS. 


William M. Farrington, to be postmaster at Memphis, in the 


county of Shelby and a of Tennessee 
Daniel 


D. Scott, to be postmaster at Jellico, in the county of 


Campbell and State of Tennessee. 


James Devereux ee , in the county 
tmaster at Black River Falls, in the 
of Wisconsin. 

at Dillon, in the county of 
Ole C. Vinzent, to be postmaster at Berkeley, in the county of 


antl Stato of Califor Paso Robles, in the 
State of California 
be postmaster at Hartington, in the 


of Washburn and State 


David Thompson, to be 
Grace Lamont, to be 


Beaverhead and State of Montana. 
Alameda and State of —. 


an 


> at Antioch, in the county 
George McCracken to be postmaster at Dover, in the county of 
at Sonoma, in the county of 


Howard Melvin, to be —— Denton, in the county of 
ee ee 


Morris and Stato of New 


Amelia H. Bates, to 


Sonoma and State of 


Carolin 
John C. Stowers, to he cetendier at West Palmbeach, in the 
eee 


May J. Munson, to be —- Millington, in the coun 
of Merris and State of Now 
at Elizabeth, in the county 


William J. Whelan, to on 
of Union and State of New — 

B. at Bloomfield, in the county 
at Graceville, in the county 


Frank B. Dailey, to be postmas 
of Hasex and Stato of New Jersey. 
oe 5 amen at Mount Jewett, in the 
of MeKean aid State of Penneyivania 


J. Hickey, to be postmaster at Raritan, in the county 
of Seneaaniogl State of New Jersey. ° 


Ee SL ene , in the county of 


Monmouth and State of New Jersey. 
William Gallagher, to be at Sandersville, in the 
and State of 


oO padtond ¥ ton, to be postmaster at W' in the ty 
‘0 2, coun 
of Cross and State of Arlansas. aT 


James F, Corbett, to be postmaster at Punta Gorda, in the 
county of De Soto and State of Florida. 


ob tueroe at Jennings, in the h 
ribet eee g8, paris 

of villian B. Taylor, to be r at Mansfield, in the parish 
tet, Fairchild, to be posts t Gainesville, in the t 

a county 

éCumetudtioa 

John W. Clark, to be at Ripley, in the county of 
oe and State of ennessee. w i ty 

Orrin ——=s oodbine. coun 
of Harrison and State of Iowa. , 


Michael F. Bowler oe en in the county of 
Brown and State of South ota. . 














HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, January 12, 1897. 
The House met at 12 o’clock noon, and was called to order by 


Se by the bg ye Rev. eee CouDEN. 
ee ee proceedings of yesterday was read and 


have been made if the House iasd passed the bill to a third vend. 
ing, or if other business had not intervened. 


OFFICERS AND CREW OF THE BRIG GENERAL ARMSTRONG. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to call the attention of the 


House to the bill (S. 687) to appl for the eliet of ‘the captain 
amount heretofore tor the relief of the 


owners, officers, and ae go the late rece sien elacieeaeeien 


gress. e 
the bill be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. Is there objection? 
There was no ob 
R. M. RIDGELY. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the following commu- 
nication from the office of the Postmaster-General. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Washington. D. C., January 11, 1897, 


Srr: } bag leave to call your athestion to my Setter of Dasember 1896, in 
ones return to this Department of certain 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the Chair will direct 
the papers to be returned. The Chair hears no objection, 


CALL OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER. There being no other business on the Speak- 
er’s table except one matter which the Chair will submit later, the 
k will resume the call of committees. 
ALIEN OWNERSHIP OF LANDS IN THE TERRITORIES. 
Mr. CATRON, 
~~ 
SPEAKER. There was an unfinished matter before the 
Pte from the Committee on Territories, and the question was 
on the of the bill the title of which the Clerk will read. 
onThe read as follows: 

A bill (HL. R. 8615) » amend an act ees “An act to restrict the owner- 
ship of ¢ Fut guise te the Territories to American ete.,” approved 
. McEWS was taken. 

EWAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question, for infor- 


Mr: McEWAN. Is not that the same bill that defea 
the House the 10th day of December? rc = 
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Mr. Speaker, there was a matter pending last | 












The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know. 
a McEW AN (continuing). Except as to one section. Yes; 


The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 
Mr. DE ARMOND. Division! 


The House divided; and there were—ayes, 59; noes 26. 
So the bill was 


On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON (at the request of Mr, 
CaTRON), a motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed was laid on the table. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Piatt, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had joint resolution (S. R. 189) 


. a the erection of a t building at the Ten- 
nessee tennial Exposition; in which the concurrence of the 


House was 
The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1726) 


to approve and ra the construction of a bridge across the Red 
River, between the States of Arkansas and Texas, at a point above 
the town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said river built ry the Tex- 


but now owned and operated 
by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Railway Company, and to 
authorize the latter a said bridge over said 
waterway, subject to stipulations and conditions. 


PROCEDURE IN CONTESTS BETWEEN CLAIMANTS TO MINERAL LAND 
AND AGRICULTURAL LAND. 


Mr. HARTMAN (when the Committee on Mines and Minin 
was called). Mr. Speaker, I call up for consideration the bill 
(H. RB. 6780) to amend section 2835 of the Revised Statutes. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be eoastet, ete, That section 2335 of the Revised Statutes be amended to 


een to be =e under this chapter may be 

—— oaths in any State or 

in the Oieeriet of Columbia having an offi- 

eect may be taken before any such officer 
the same, attested by his sea 

as if taken before the register 

and receiver of the land office. In cases of contest as to the mineral or agri- 

of land the the Camenlseton proofs may be taken under 

such notice and regulations as the mer of the General Land Office 

: Provided, of rock in place or of deposits 

Tr valuable — a shall be regarded 

containing the same is mineral in char- 

co. e character of land, with a 

re coe it is more valuable for mineral than agricultu- 
may be taken of the mineral discovered or develo 

adjacent to such fue oot of which shall be corroborative evidence that 

the land eee mineral in character: And provided further, That 

wherever is pro to be within a well-defined mineral belt it shall be 


deemed prima facis evidence of the mineral character of said land.’ 
Mr. DOCKERY. Is that bill on the House Calendar? 

ee SPEAKER. The Chair understands that it if on the 
ouse 


Mr. DOCKERY. It aims indirectly to provide for the dispo- 
“Ar, RICHARDSON 
IN. Itought not to be on the House Calendar. 


Me. DOCKERY. pee tes vey nt bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I make the point of order that it ought 
not to be on the House 

Mr. HAR . Now— 


The SPEAKER. What is the paper of the bill? 

Mr. HARTMAN. The p the bill is to permit appli- 
cants for mineral lands to their evidence before other offi- 
cers than registers and receivers of the United States land office, 
and thereby to prevent the long travel which is necessary in order 
nett before those officers; and there is one other phase of the 

i 

Mr. DOCKERY. But it does more than that. 

Mr. HARTMAN. I wasabout to say there was one other phase, 
but I can not say it all in one sentence. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, before this discussion proceeds, 
the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands desires to raise 
the question of jurisdiction. 

Mr. LACEY. I donot know that I desire toraise the question 
of jurisdiction. 

e SPEAKER. All points are reserved. 

Mr. LACEY. I reserve the point of order until I can hear fur- 

ther what is the nature of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order is already made. 

Mr. HARTMAN. The second purpose of the legislation is to 
establish a rule of procedure in contests between claimants to 
mineral and agricultural lands. The bill was introduced by the 
gentleman from Utah [Mr. ALLEN], and is favorably and unani- 
—— reported by the Committee on Mines and Mining. If 

farther explanation of the bill is desired, I will yield to the gen- 
tleman from Utah, who is entirely familiar with it. 

Mr. LACEY, WhatI desire to ascertain is, why this bill was 





not sent to the proper committee haying charge of matters of this 
kind, I do not see what jurisdiction the Committee on Mines 
and Mining would have as to the disposition of lands that are 
mineral in their character. It would lead to endless confusion if 


there should be legislation proposed from two committees on the 


game subject. 


Mr. HARTMAN, ney the Committee on Mines 


and Mining has jurisdiction of le 
ness of mines and mining. 

Mr. LACEY. Certainly; but not as to the question of public 
lands. 

The SPEAKER. The rules prescribe that if by any error or 
misunderstanding a bill has been sent to the wrong committee, it 
is the duty of the committee who desire jurisdiction to present the 
matter to the House for a change; and no question having been 
raised, and the committee having reported, the Chair thinks it is 
too late to raise the question of consideration. On the other point— 
of its being on the House Calendar—the Chair hardly knows where 
it could be but on that Calendar. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The ruling of the Speaker of the last House 
was that you could raise the question of jurisdiction at this point. 
But perhaps the rule of that House is different in this respect. 

The SPEAKER. The rules differ in some respects. 

Mr. LACEY. At any rate, inasmuch as the Committee on 
Public Lands has been examining these questions and are responsi- 
ble for this class of legislation, and inasmuch as that committee 
had no knowledge of the existence of this bill, I would at least 
like to hear a full statement of the merits of the bill. 

Mr, HARTMAN. In that case I will yield to the es 
from Utah [Mr. ALLEN], the author of the bill, who will explain 
it fully. 

The SPEAKER. Of course the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
LACEY] can, if he desires, move at the proper time to refer the 
bill to the Committee on Public Lands, and if the House sees fit 
to do that, the mistake can be rectified, if a mistake has been made. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Mr. Speaker, this bill was introduced 
in the Fifty-third Congress, and was referred to the Committee on 
Mines and Mining. That committee reported it favorably to the 
House, and when it was reintroduced in the present Congress it 
went to the same committee that had passed upon it in the Fifty- 
third Congress, and it seems to me that the Committee on Mines 
and Mining clearly has jurisdiction of the questions involved. 
This is not, in the broad sense, a bill eng Soe the jurisdic- 
tion of the Committee on Public Lands, of which committee I also 
amamember. There are but two points in the bill which would 
change existing law. One isin relation to the making of affida- 
vits, the law now requiring that they be made before the register 
and receiver of the land office of the district within which the 
claim is located. 

Now, many of these land districts are very large. The State 
of Utak constitutes but one, and there are 84,000 square miles in 
that State; so that, under the present law, extensive travel is 
ita and in many instances great expense is incurred in 
order to make the necessary affidavits for the entry of claims, and 
the committee are quite satisfied that no harm can come to any- 
body from the change ew in this bill, allowing those who 
have the right, under the State law, to administer oaths, to take 
these affidavits and attest them with their seals. 

Mr, DOCKERY. Has this bill been submitted to the Commis- 
awd = the General Land Office or to the Secretary of the 

nterior 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. This same bill was submitted to the 
Department in the Fifty-third Congress and a favorable report 
upon it was made to the committee. ® 

Mr. DOCKERY. Do I understand that the Commissioner re- 
ported favorably upon the bill, in writing? 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Yes,sir. The committee's report shows 
that. The second point in the bill which would change existing 
law is intended to fix the burden of proof, in the case of an entry 
of mineral lands situated within or adjacent to a mineral-bearing 
zone, which is contested by an cultural claimant, upon the 
agricultural claimant, where it should be. These are only 
two points involved, and it seems to me that the bill ought to pass, 

use it will afford relief in many ces. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr.8 


tion in respect to the busi- 


aker, I move to commit this bill to the 
Committse on Piblic ds, and upon that motion I desire to 
make just afew remarks. The gentleman who introduced this 
bill isa member of the Committee on Public Lands, so that no 
injury can come to the bill from its aan referred to that com- 
mittee, which is the Bos ord committee. It is utterly impossible 
for the members of-that committee to give the bill proper con- 
sideration at this time, owing to the hasty manner in which it is 
brought up in the House. ere the questions involved of minor 
importance I should not feel inclined to make this motion, but the 
bill is really a very important one, involving the whole subject of 


- California, 


the disposition of mineral lands and ac of the 

proof in such cases. Evidently it ought to be considered by the 

proper committee and ought to be referred to the t for 

information. I believe t no 7 St result from referring 

~~ ba bes the Committee on Public ds, and it certainly ought 
go there. 

Mr. HARTMAN. Does the gentleman really consider that this 
bill makes an entire change in the method of obtaining titles to 
mineral lands, when in fact all that it does is this: It says to the 
applicant for a mineral land patent, ‘‘ You may appear before the 
clerk of the court in your own town, or before a ae ublic in 
your own town, and make your affidavit there, ins of gettin 
on the train, traveling two or three or four hundred miles, an 
making the same affidavit before the register of the land office?” 

Mr. LACEY. That is merely a change of procedure, 

Mr. HARTMAN. And the gentleman really thinks that is so 
important a Epes as that the Committee on Mines and Mining is 
not capable of dealing with it? 

Mr. LACEY. No. If that was all there was in the bill I would 
not make vara but there is more than that. There are ques- 
tions involved as to the burden of proof, and as to the presumption 
arising from the location of rockas affecting the mineral character 
of the land, and other questions. This bill was introduced only 
on the 19th of December last. I do not see any occasion for suc 
a hasty disposal of it, and I insist that it ought to be referred to 
the proper committee. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Iowa 
is under an entire misapprehension as to bill. In the first 
place, it was not introduced hastily. 

Mr. LACEY. I did not say hastily. I said lately. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Nor lately. 

Mr. LACEY. It was introduced on the 19th of December. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. It was introduced at the first session of 
this Con by me. It was introduced the gentleman from 

Mr. Caminetti, in the Fifty-third , and was then 

referred to the Committee on Mine’ and Mining. i 
took jurisdiction and returned it to the House with a favorable 
, that report being practically the same as the one now pre- 
. The bill was referred to the Interior Department during 
the Fifty-third Con and was oe reported upon by that 
Department. On the 19th of December, 1896, the committee re- 
ported the bill to the House, and the report contains what the offi- 
cers of the Department had said concerning the two points in the 
bill that would change existing law, and I remind the gentleman 
that = — Office has a oe head that > — a = 
was favorably recommen y the Department during ty- 
third Congress. Therefore, I can not see that anything will be 
ained by referring the bill at this time to the Committee on Pub- 
ic Lands, even though it might have gone there in the first place; 
though I have my doubts as to the jurisdiction of that committee 


in this case. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Lacgy to refer 
the bill to the Commi en the Public Lands, the Speaker declared 
that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. LACEY. I ask for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 26, noes 43. 

So the motion was rejected. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was acco: ly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HAR . Mr.$ . { move to reconsider the vote 
by. which the bill was , and to lay that motion on the table. 

Mr. LACEY. I object to os motion to reconsider on the 
table. I would be glad to have motion lie over until further 
time has been given for the examination of the bill. Iask unani- 


mous consent that the motion to reconsider lie over until to-mor- 


row mo: y 
Mr. HARTMAN, I think we had better have the question set- 
tled at this time. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

The question being taken upon laying on the table the motion 
to reconsider, it was agreed to; there being—ayes 53, noes 7. 

PREFERENCES IN THE CIVIL SERVICE. 

Mr. BROSIUS (when the Committee on Reform in the Civil 
Service was called). I call up from the House Calendar the bill 
which I send to the desk. ; 

The bill (BH. R. 5635) to amend section 1754 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, relating to preferences in the civil serv- 
ice, was read, as follows: 

Bei section 1754 of the Revised Statutes of the United 

of disability resulting from wounds or 
to 
shall be preferred for appointments 
= — of such offices,” be 

“So. 1754. Preferences in appointments to the civil service of 

States shall be given to the persons and in the order herein 
to from the military or 


United 
namely 
service 
or 





1897. 
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rred in he Bans of duty; second, 


fers and ellos Seale aa ete 
discharg for hard pereons proper Ganda beet ces.” 


Mr. BROSIUS, I ask that the report of the committee be read 
in my time. 
The report (by Mr. Van VoorHIS) w 
The Committee on Reform in the Ci whom 
bill ( Te R. 5635) to amend ey 174 of Heri Statutes of the U U 


ae a as oer 


ted States, 
recommendation that it do pass, 
“ after the word “ capacity,” in 


repent the same back 
amended faa ineorting 


House wi 
aoa 


the last line of the 

Under ex law the class to which ‘erence ven in a ments 
is extremel ited, so. much so that the car 180f there wore but id 14 of 
that class eas thee isthe } list Set the aur classified service of the 
United States, eppcin mts. Int ear 1893, 15 were 
placed on the ¢ bie list and 18 rece ves se intments. as Zane 
to January oe 5 4 were appointed in departmental se 

After the la irty potas Sem from the close of the late war, and in view 


of the widely sense of gratitude and generosity toward the surviv- 

ing defendersot 1 the Union, it is reas that the <ateneien of the preference, 

not to interfere with the surviving remnant who now enjoy the preference. 

but as @ me preferred class, to all honorably 
late war would be an act of 


Lng my soldiers an 
sailors of the justice ple of the 
United States, in grateful recogpiticn of the services and sacrifices of those 
who aren in the Army and Navy in the war for the Union, “will highly 
commen? 


It is believed that the average we nae of the surviving Union goltions is about 


60 years, while the average ose passing examinations is about 27 
years. Itis therefore spearens that vy waniber of this class who will pass 
the merit test under our civil-service rules will be v limited. 


The extension of a preference to the widows of soldiers and sailors who 
were honorably —— from the service of the United States would be a 
recognition of a meritorious class to whom the patriotic women of America 
are quite to concede the slight advantage which will inure to them 
through the proposed preference. 

In the nature of the case, » only a congerelivly small number of — — 
will be able to enter the civil service m June 30, et z list in the a 
but one woman was a: ted from the clerk and onynt dees 
mental service, so that to give precedence to those y pass the 
examination 5 coy ie the law in harmony with the g generous iad 
and common feelin @ country without the slightest danger of any 
impairment of the ng lic service. 


Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Speaker, if there are no inquiries to be 
made about this measure, I will ask the - revious question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I should like to have some explanation of 
the bill. It was almost impossible for us to gather the full tenor 
of it from the reading. 

Mr. BROSIUS. LIasked to have thereport read because it states 
clearly the object of the bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It was impossible for us to understand it. 


Mr. tees ae well. Then I will endeavor to make the 


matter clear b lanation. 

Mr. WASH ‘GTO Will the —— yield a moment? I 
should like to have the bill read I think that no member 
in this oe ag understood wesedte, 

= SP . If there be no clioatian, ‘the bill will be again 
read, 

The bill was 


again read. 
Mr. BROSIUS. Now, Mr. Sa. if there are no inquiries, 
I will ask the previous qu 
oun RIC DSON. I ope the gentleman will first make the 
lanation which he offered to make. 
. BROSIUS. Certainly. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I Wish to call the gentleman’s attention 

particularly to the language of the proviso: 

f the business ca) n 
tor te pecan tere ooed the Autize of each offices. eee 
au proviso seems to limit the qualifications to simple business 
ity, saying nothing about intellectual or other qualifications. 
MEMBER. Or moral qualifications. 
Mr. er should like to hear the gentleman’s 
0 

es a BROSIUS. It is understood by all that a limited number 
of the soldiers of the late war enjoy a preference under the exist- 
ing civil-service law and rules, The number is v limited, 
because it only refers to those who have been disc from the 
service by reason of wounds or sickness contracted in the service. 
As the report states, the number of those who have enjoyed the 
rivilege of that preference by admission to the civil service has 
extremely limited. This bill does not to abolish the 
privilege of that class in any way oe main in the same 
position in reference to the Sepetens it meniens jonas extend the 
Pann to the remaining honorabl ip aikernen soldiers of the 


war, giv ae these a second preference 
Mr RI DSON. I do not i wiah to to interrupt the gentleman 
unnecessarily, but I should like to call his attention to one matter. 
Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The language of the existing law, section 
1754, which this bill is designed to amend, reads: 
Persons 
of dietiige y discharged from the military or naval service by reason 
Now, I notice that the me roposed amendment varies this language 
80 that the provision of the section will apply— 
to persons Lmepeealty discharged from the military or naval service 


nited States by reason of disability resulting from wounds or sick- 
line of duty; second, to all honorably discharged U: 


Now, I observe that in this second provision different language 
is used from that embraced in the first clause; and the question 
Ua my mind is whether the language ‘‘all honorably discharged 

ae soldiers and sailors” might not apply to others than regular 


ut. BROSIUS. Oh, no; I do not think there is any possibility 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Might it not apply in some cases to per- 
sons who were in the militia? They might be designated ‘‘ Union 
soldiers,” but I imagine the gentleman would not want to extend 
the provision of the bill so far. 
tr. BROSIUS. Iam not sure that I recall the reasons for the 
distinction embraced in the language used. But I want to direct 
my friend’s attention to the language of the existing law: 





Mr. RICHARDSON. That language is not objectionable. 
Mr. BROSIUS. I know it is not objectionable to my friend; of 
course, it is not. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then wh 
Mr. BROSIUS. Because, litera 
en service as well as the Union service. There is noth- 

in that language which makes any discrimination as to the 
ie which or the service in which the soldier served. I do 
ak remember distinctly the reason for that change cf language, 
but I see every reason, as far as I understand the objection of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, for retaining that language in the bill. 
But, in order to make entirely clear the language as used in the 
bill, “ discharged Union soldiers and sailors of the war of the 
rebellion,” it seems to me that the express terms used should be 
retained, for it leaves it beyond all doubt and makes eeoer 
clear the intention of Congress in the matter. Certainly it can 
do no harm. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Undoubtedly; but if the gentleman will 
allow me a moment—— 
Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. In the first place, it says in the first 
provision: 
Persons honorably discharged from the miltary or naval service by reason 
of disability 
And so o 
ao BROSIUS. Because that is the language of the existing 


a Mr. RICHARDSON. No, sir; the gentleman is mistaken. It 
is not the language of the existing law; and if the gentleman will 
adopt that arenes e it will remove all of the objections. 

But, secondly, this bill applies to all ‘‘honorably discharged 
Union soldiers and sailors of the war of the rebellion.” Now, in 
the first/place, let me state to the gentleman that I do not object 
to the insertion of the words “‘ United States” in the first provi- 

sion, because, although that is not in the language of the original 
act, it was so understood and has always been so applied, although 
these words do not appear in the section the gentleman proposes 
to amend. 

The gentleman in the first clause of this bill limits the provision 
of this act to soldiers and sailors of the United States; then in the 
second clause he says to ‘‘all honorably discharged Union soldiers 
and sailors.” Why not use the same terms in the second clause 
that are used in the first, namely, that is all ‘‘ honorably discharged 
—— and sailors of the United States?” Why make such a 

ange 

Mr. BROSIUS. Ido not know of any cogent reason why one 
should have been used more than the other, or why the words 
should have been chan; in drawing the bill. But inasmuch 
as they are already in the bill, unless my friend can show that 
they are ambiguous, and are likely to result in harm, I do not see 
where the objection comes in. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Why, the objection is that this might 
a militia as well as the discharged officers and soldiers of 

per me Army of the United States. 
ROSIUS. I have no objection whatever to the change 
as the gentleman suggests by inserting the words “ United 


not retain it? 
taken, it might include the 


But let me call the attention of the gentleman to another possi- 
ble reason for using different language in the two sections. Itisa 
part of the existing law in making any reduction of the force in 
any of the Executive Departments of the Government the head 
of such Department shall retain those persons who may be equally 
qualified and have been ‘“‘ honorably discharged from the ‘aioe 
or naval service of the United States.” My friend will mark the 
words: ‘‘ And the widows and orphans of deceased soldiers and 
sailors.” 

Now, the preference that the bill contemplates over and above 
the e preferences is just this: To give them, when they 
apply for on to the service, tle precise rivilege which they 
already enjoy under the law after they are within the service; and 
that is the purpose of the bill, to wae it uniform. 

Now, in order to make it not only identical in sentiment, but in 

as well, I am quite willing to amend by striking out the 
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word “ Union” and inserting the words “‘ Dnited 


Sta’ 
parposes byt bar | of ml of 
mony with phraseology of the existing ee Sar content 


to keep it not only in harmony with existing 
with that? 


Mr. RICHARDSON, That is all I have sought, 

Mr. DOCKERY. Then the section would read asamended: 

Second, to onorabl cmp ph m the 
of the U Tnited Stat States, rt te wide eadh | Ronorabiy dbtharged persone | 5M 

Mr. BROSIUS. That would be the modification. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That, I understand, would meet the sugges- 
tion of the gentleman from Tennessee? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Yes. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Does the gentleman offer that amend- 
ment, or does he wish me to offer it 

Mr. — The gentleman can offer it, and I will not 
object to 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I move to amend, then, in section 1, so 
that the paragraph will read, ‘first, to persons honorably dis- 
charged from the military or naval service of the United States in 
the war of the rebellion.” 

The SPEAKER. TheClerk will read the amendment suggested 
by the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Page 2, line 18, amend the paragrap ih so 
“Second, to all honorably harged as ‘and sailors of the United | js 
Btates of the war of the rebellion, and the widows of such honorably dis- 
charged persons.” 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I would suggest that the lan e would 
be a little better if the gentleman would use the exact guage 
embodied in the first. clause—that is, ‘‘ persons honorably 
charged from the military or naval service of the United States,” 
and the widows of such honorably discharged persons. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I understand that would be the amendment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will offer that ve t. 

Mr. BROSIUS. It occurred to me, and per oa it occurred to 
the gentleman who drew the bill, that this eal include not only 
soldiers of the late war, but all soldiers of the United States. 
That is a possible reason for drawing itin this manner. It would 
include soldiers of the Regular Army as well as those of the late 
war of the rebellion, whichves not the — of the bill. If my 
friend will include in his amendment sol and sailors of the 
tetas States in the late war of the rebellion, that will be satis- 

actory. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee had perhaps 
better reduce his amendment to writing. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is right. 

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania yield? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I think it would be better to get the 






object to hang it made so in 0 
I do not cca except the objection 
a bi always lies to introducing needless and useless verbiage into 


a= Imove that the bill be amended by insert- 
word “that,” in line 20, the words Cae both 





io As to both classes. 
BROSIU: | Ae not objost to thak: 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 
OF pape 5, Bae 9, after the word “that,” incest, the: wende “en to both 


Mr. BROSIUS, I have no sae whatever to that. 

The amendment was 

Mr. JOHNSON of ass A pie. Speen 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr, 
—— a ao gontlonsun frous California [MA>. JOHNSON }? 

IU8. I have not yet 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. it in order, Mr. Speaker, to 
rise to a question of privilege now? 
The SP. ot unless it has connection with this case 
Mr. Sa Then T must wait until this bill 


disposed of? 

Mr. etn It will be disposed of in a minute 

Mr, JOHNSON of California. Then I shall ask the floor at that 
time upon a question of personal pri 

GTON. I wish to ask e gentleman from Penn- 


eyivania oo rs a — 


Mr. WASHINGTON. I believe you are an advocate of the merit 
stem and the enforcement of the civil-service rules. Does not 
thi set aside the merit system and the competitive examination 

theory on which itis based oo 

Mr. WILLIAM A, STONE, rs * agen 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, in the oe 2 
order of precedence as well as in other matters, and the people of 
the United States have always been willing to relax the merit prin- 
ciple sufficiently to give a oe to those who saved the coun- 


. That is all I care to sa to that question. 
"Sir. WASHINGTON. Mr. ‘Speaker, t want to know from the 
gentleman if he can — us any information as i 






















to 
sentiment is to be a 5 examinations rom eviif, and give 





Sees thon T think it ts & sere 







amendment adopted. a young men and young women of coun are trying 
The SP. . The Olerk will report the amendment pro- es themselves for the civil service of Government, 

posed by the gentleman from Tennessee. Wi gentleman answer that question? 
The Clerk read as follows: Mr. BROSIUS. I will be glad to answer that question in the 
On 2, in oe ed a tat a rd “second.” best way I can when the case arises; ban Kihei now eckthivere 

trike ou oO an oa rsonus hon pp aotaree vious question. 
from the mili naval service ted tes in of 
Sree eal eelaiitees ofan nasil diececateee Me. HARDY. Wil the Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Now I ask for a vote on the amendment. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. ow, Mr. Speaker, I desire to call the 
attention of the gentleman to the proviso in line 20, and ask him 
if he does not think that the proper grammatical construction of 
that proviso would make it apply alone to the second law and not 
to the first? I think he meant that it should apply to both, and it 
seems to me that it onght to be made to apply to both classes. In 
other words, I think it should read: 

Provided, That they are found in each case vie the business capacity 
necessary for the proper discharge of their du 

That will make the nee perfectly pi 

Mr. BROSIUS. I think that the nee of the bill is not sub- 
ject to the objection made. I think grammatically the proviso | ci 
refers to both classes named. I think that was put in the bill in 
order to keep it in harmony with existing law. Section 1754 of 
the Revised Statutes contains the same proviso: 

Provided, are found to 
the proper dintkare & the Risdon er enero 

Mr, RICHARDSON. I call the gentleman’s attention to the 
fact, however, that there is but one class referred to in the law 
which he has just read. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I know. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. While in the law, as he now offers it, 
Secta are two classes. Therefore the proviso ought to apply to 


Mr. HARDY. 1 should ike to ask the gentleman whether, 
under this beautiful civil-service system as if he 
knows of any Union aaidior who votes the Ripablican who 
has ever been found of sufficient business ca’ to enter the 
civil service under this Administration? you name one 
Republican — who has been given a preference during the 
past three years 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Speaker, if I were to answer that question 
I would show that I had searing x gree gives tics of 










service reform, I su he had the in all 
its details and knew all about tt. "You evident Sh cabeeow 
peter 8 eg civil service as practiced by this tion. 


Mr. re WASHINGTON, Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 


i 

.B Of course anything to politics in the 

civil service, which is the essence of the system, is some- 
with which a real advocate of the merit system in the civil 

service of the country is not supposed to be conversant. I now 









ask for the 
Mr. BROSIUS. I understand my friend's point, but Ido not} Mr. W. GTON. And now will you allow me to ask you 
think it is well taken, because the proviso refers, i think, gram- | one _——— 





matically to both classes, and it does not require a discriminating! Mr. BROSIUS, Why, with pleasure, 
















Mr. vie Fy that same eet Sans decline to in- 
ire into an civil-service 
ied oF er ten ay the eee eliminates all ques- 


tions of nevertheless insists 
addi sentiment other than politics, which shall be 
nized in appointments to positions in the civil 
merit. 

= BROSIUS. Well, now, I will let my friend have the bene- 
fit of the last remark; and will demand the previous question on 
he bill. 

Mir. WILSON of Ohio. I would like to inquire if there is any 


to offer an amendment to this bill? 
“F, or PEARER. Not unless the House votes down the demand 
for the previous question. 
Mr. BROSIUS. I yield to the gentleman from Ohio for a ques- 
tion. 
“Mix. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, in order that I may under- 
stand the operations of this bill, if it should become a law, I want 


recog- 


to eck Soreae nes Cees coeraey: 

Mr. DOCKERY. is right; £9 ahead. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. First, I desire the from 
Pennsylvania to state whether soldiers are required to take 


; My friend will excuse me; my attention was 
diverted and I did not catch the g of his question. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. My ques is, whether these soldiers 
who are to have the preference are required to take the civil-service 
examination? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, yes 


Mr. WILSON ofOhio. Then how do they get a preference after 
the examination has taken place and they have passed the civil- 
service examination? 

Mr. BROSIUS. They get the advantage ay er have in the 

e 


te ny carnegie Dimn sry mes — i 
aw who gets an average percen goes u 
list; and the soldiers included in t bill would have 


same advantage. ovens eke lowest average that will place an 
applicant upon the eligible list—that is, the ordinary applicant. 
But in the limited class, soldiers we aoe the preference under 
the existing law will be placed upon the eligible list if they have 
* ee re eee = See 

r. N of Ohio. Then, after they have passed the exami- 
nation, is there any preference in taking them on the list that is 


sent? 
Mr. BROSIUS. go to the head of the eligible list and are 
or the previous 


certified. That is the whole of that. I ask 
question. 
Mr. DINGLEY. Suppose three are certified; does that give any 


preference? 
The tes nestion was ordered. 
The There is a committee amendment which the 


Clerk will re ‘i 
The aes was read, as follows: 
Page 2, line 21, after the word “ capacity,” insert the word “ necessary.” 


The amendment was adopted. 

_ The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was y read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BROSIUS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed, and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was 


agreed to. 
Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. I have 
a small bill which really ought to be passed, but it is not on this 


and my inquiry is, whether it is permissible in this hour 
to move that the resolve itself into Committee of the Whole? 
The SP The Chair thinks not 


EAKER. ; 

Mr. BROSIUS. Then I have nothing further at this time. 
QUESTION OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Speaker 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California rises to a 
question of pe ers The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. JOHNSON of ornia. Mr. Speaker, last Friday I made 
some remarks upot the bill then per before the House, known 
as the Pacific Railroad funding bill. the course of my re- 
marks, in order to illustrate the weakness of the opposition to 
cian: seein ane pg pwr Shu to state the real, 
secret, under g causes 0 opposition, and I did it openly, 
boldly, knowing whereof I , and bei paapuunible tor wees 
T said. During the debate gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 
CooPeR) made some personal remarks in reference to m 3 
was ie to get the floor on Friday to reply to him. On Satur- 
Fae nan euaiio to reply bo kien bocaune Be weeded tn tho Zieh, 


was tendered to me two or three times by 
from New York [Mr. Payne] then in the chair, but 1 declined 
toaccept it because the gentleman from Wisconsin was still absent 
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from the Hall. Yesterday I was unable to get the floor. The gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin is absent now, and therefore I shall have 
nothing tosav in reference to his attack. The House, on the 7th day 
of this month, upon the motion of the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. Hupparp}j, a resolution authori members who had 
eee in debate upon the funding bill to extend their 
in the Recorp. Iam not familiar with the rule or the 

ee of the House with reference to the extent of that privi- 
ege. Speaking as one man and as a humble member of the legal 
I would understand such 2 resolution to mean that a 

member, ha addressed the House upon a pong measure, 
would be pe ted toamplify the remarks that he had made upon 
the bill, and not to go outside df that. 

I was informed yesterday a two or three members of this 
House, among them my honorable friend from North Carolina { Mr. 
Lixwxy], that the gentleman from California, from the Fourth 

[Mr. Macuire}], intended to assail me per- 
y upon the floor yescerday, to call me to account for 
what [ had said, not with reference to himself, but with reference 
to someoneelse. I waited here yesterday all day, though not well, 
in order to be prepared for the “‘ roasting” that I was to receive, 
and to endeavor, with the permission the Chair, in a feeble 
manner, to reply to anything that might be said. This mornin 
my attention is ee a: RECORD, where i 
upon pages 706 and 707, what p rts to bea speech delivered 
by the gentleman from California [Mr. Macurre}, in which one 
whole column is devoted to a bitter personal assault upon myself. 
That speech was not delivered upon the floor of this House. That 
speech was not delivered anywhere, except by writing it upon 
, handing it to the Reporter, and having it printed in the 

ECORD. 

I am not here, Mr. Speaker, to say anything in reference to 
whether or not that is a violation of the rules of the House. I 
leave that question for other, older, and more experienced mem- 
bers to determine. But I am here to endeavor to say afew words 
with reference to the matters contained therein, in order that the 
antidote may go with the poison, for whatever may be the view of 
the House with reference to that which I deem to be a violation 
of its rules, whatever may be the action of the House with refer- 
ence to what I deem to be a wanton and malicious disregard of 
the rights of a member of this House, and a wanton breaking of 
a rule of this Housein publishing a personal attack upon a brother 
member, in his absence, under the guise of extending remarks 
made upon the floor, whatever may be the action of this House, 
whether it shall permit this matter to stand in the Recorp, or 
shall expunge it, or shall take no action, the attack has already 
gone broadcastall over the United States under the sanction of hav- 
ing/ been delivered in this House, when it never was, and I there- 
fore have a right to speak upon it. In addition, I am handed 
to-day by a brother member of this House, the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Moziry], a copy of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat of 
Monday morning, in which the correspondent of that paper says 
Mr. Macurre is going to roast me; is going to allude to what 
has eee in my life; is going, in his language, to ‘‘cause 
GROVE JOHNSON’S ‘alleged anliees to be led forth,” and he states 
a Mr. MaGuIRE says he is going to say in reference to the 


Therefore, Mr. , this was no sudden burst of wrath. It 
was intended by the gentleman from California to be given to the 
le, and to given without allowing me an opportunity to 


, and to be given in what it seems to me is a cowardly 
and unmanly manner. I would not, in order to secure the success 
of any measure in which I may be interested, assail a member of 
this House in his absence to secure a unanimous vote; and my 
action with reference to the gentleman from Wisconsin | Mr. 
Coorzr], which is known to the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Payne], shows that I would not. 

Now, what is said in reference tome? AndI have a right to 
speak of it now, because telegraphic advices that I have received 
from California state to me that Mr. William R. Hearst has already 
published in the columns of his paper, the San Francisco Exam- 
iner, the speech alleged to have been made by Mr. MaGuIRE upon 
this floor, and in addition, that he has published the echoes of a 
speech delivered against me in 1871, in which certain of my youth- 
ful. actions were brought to light, and in which I was made to 
appear in every manner possible for a man to appear when he was 
not being put in a proper attitude. Inasmuch, therefore, as this 
has been published; inasmuch as every member of this House 
receives a copy of the Examiner free of charge; inasmuch as on 
Friday seaeeins that paper will be placed upon the desk of every 
member, again reiterating the statements of the gentleman from 
California, I may just as well face this matter and answer this 
question now as to wait until then 

In this speech alleged to have been made by the gentleman from 
California [Mr. MaGuirp] he does not speak of matters directly. 
He dares not. In this yeuse he made no remarks, and the gen- 
tleman from lowa [Mr. Hersurn] told him the reason why. In 
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this speech he makes a cowardly insinuation inst me, but has 
not the courage to state it openly and frankly. In that he is 
lacking the courage of the man that ordered him to assail me, 
William R. Hearst. 


I accept the insinuation. I am not here to seek shelter behind 
anything. I am here to meet any charge thatcan be made against 
me and to explain every action in my life, if need be, that has 


been alluded to by this man in what I think a cowardly and 
unmanly attack upon me, 

it is true, sir, that thirty-four years ago I was in trouble in the 
State of New York. It is true, sir, that thirty-four years ago I 
was indicted. It is true, sir, that thirty-four years agoI did go 
to the State of California to endeavor to rear a new home for 
myself. Itis untrue that I went there under any name except 
that of Grove L. Jonnson, as the gentleman from Syracuse [Mr. 
PooLk], who has known me from boyhood, knows. I went to 
Sacramento. I settled there in 1865 as Grove L. JOHNSON, well 
knowing the charge against me, the people in Syracuse well 
knowing it and my residence in Sacramento. I worked in Sacra- 
mento day in and day out, and by the blessing of God and the 
help of my wife and through my own labor I was able to pay 
back every dollar of indebeotnets that I owed in the city of Syra- 
cuse, in the State of New York. [Loudap — oad charge 
against me was dismissed. The very men that suffered pecun- 
iary loss at my hands were the first ones to congratulate me upon 
my success. And I visited Syracuse in 1870, and nearly every 
year since—always as GRovE L. JOHNSON, 

Now, while in Sacramento every man knew me. I am not of 
that sort, as you all know, that can sit idly by without taking 
part in any fight or discussion. Why, sir, it is natural to me to 
indulge in politics and to fight, and I always fight hard. I am 

rfectly willing to receive as well as to give blows. And Cali- 

ornia is not the most eable country in the world. I have 
always been indulging in —o battles there. Every man in 
California, every man in Sacramento, knew of my past history. 
I never concealed it. Why, sir, with full knowledge of all these 
charges against me, I became a member of the nanan eee Order 
of Odd Fellows; and notwithstanding that eve d Fellow in 
my city and in my State knew of these charges I was elevated to 
the highest position nearly in the order, and met in solr ng 

rand lodge with my learned friend from Connecticut [Mr. 

ILL} as a representative of the grand lodge of the State of Cal- 
ifornia. They knew what I had done, but they knew that I had 
tried to live an honest life in California, and unlike this human 
hyene from the Fourth district [Mr. Macurre] they did not dig 
up the grave of the past in order to injure my wife, my children, 
and myself, but they met me as one man should meet another. 

I became, Mr. Speaker, with a full knowledge of these matters, 
a member of the Improved Order of Red Men, and have filled the 
highest offices in the gift of that order in the State of California, 
and met with its great council of the United States, as the honor- 
able gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Moopy] can testify, and 
as the honorable gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. LOUDENSLAGER 
knows. And every man in that order knew of these charges an 
this talk against me, and that I had been assailed in this manner. 
With reference to other orders, it was the same. I am a member 
and officer of the Druids, the Knights of Pythias, and other kindred 
fraternal societies just the same, and I became a member of and 
president of the Exempt Firemen’s Association of Sacramento 
with all of this knowl 
these organizations. And in 1877 I was a candidate for a member 
of the assembly in Sacramento County. I went before that con- 
vention, and I said to the members of the convention, ‘‘ Gentle- 
men, I will tell 7 my history.” I told them the truth about 
these charges. I said I had been indicted, but that I had paid off 
every dollar of myindebtedness. I said to them, ‘I do not want 
any member of this body to vote for me and after he has cast his 
vote be permitted to say that had he known of these things he 
would have voted against me.” 

After that statement these men of Sacramento, with a knowl 
of all of these charges, gave me the nomination by a three-f 
majority, and I was elected by an overwhelming majority in my 
own county. Afterwards I served my term as an assembl ; 
and was nominated unanimously to the State senate and elected” 
receiving the highest vote of any candidate. Thr* was the condi- 
tion of affairs then, although every man in that county knew of 
= life and the circumstances connected with my going to Oali- 

ornia. 

Afterwards I was renominated for the State senate, and after- 
wards I carried my county unanimously, as the nominee for mem- 
ber of Congress in 1892, in the face of these charges, although I 
was beaten in the nomination in the district. In 1804 I was unan- 
imously nominated for Co , and again had the support of 
the peopie of my district, and notwithstanding the fact that these 
charges were again scattered throughout the district, with a full 
knowledge of my history, I was unanimously nominated and 
triumphantly elected, being the fizst Republican elected from the 
district. 


ge before those who elected me in all of | J 


I speak of these things, Mr. Speaker, to show that I never con- 
cealed that sad blot on my life. I speak of it to show to you and 
to this House and to the country that I am not afraid of my life, 
Can every man in the United States, can every member of this 
House, say the same thing as boldly and courageously asI do? [I 
know I did wrong. I have repented of it, and I have paid up all 
of the obligations that I contracted. I have made amends for it 
and the people with whom I have lived and have been associated 
have known of the facts. Since then in Sacramento I have built 
up a name and fame and I have been honored with the nomina- 
tions and elections to important offices, and the confidence of the 
men who know me in that community has been given unto me. 

In 1896 I was renominated for Congress, and the bitterest fight 
against me was made that was ever made against any man on 
earth. You, Mr. Speaker, yourself have knowledge of that fact, 
because you were present in California and took in that cam- 
pa gn; the honorable gentleman from Maine . BOUTELLE] 

ows of the fact, for he was present and participated in the cam- 
paign, as also did the honorable gentlemen from Massachusetts 
sc MoCati and Mr. ApsLey]. They can all testify to the con- 

tion of affairs existing when they were present in my district. 
And yet, Mr. Speaker, in view of those facts, despite bitter 
fight made against me personally, and although Sacramento County 
gave 800 majority for Bryan, I carried every election district in 


the city of Sacramento, my home, recei nearly 1,200 og pam 
in the county. [Applause.] The district is Democratic; it gave 
Bryan over 2,000 ority. 


»l refer to this, sir, to show that the people of Sacramento, who 
know me well, and who knew of the charges made against me, 
regarded them as they would the rattle in the tail of a toothless 
snake, which is heard without exciting alarm. But during that 
entire campaign, from the very beginning to the end of it, I was 
the recipient of the vilest abuse from the paper conducted by this 
man Hearst—the vilest abuse that was ever 


heaped on a@ man. 
That paper was filled with the bitterest slanders and the vilest 
carica of myself. ey ee ee 
You tlemen who were present in our State during that can- 
vass know the facts of which I You know how our hon- 


ored Speaker was caricatured by that paper d the campaign, 
because you were present and sawit. You ceed bitter were 
the assaults that were made upon him. 2 from 
Maine [Mr. BouTELLE] knows how he was ed by that infa- 
mous paper; but the bitterness of the assaults upon our honored 
Speaker were but as drops of water com to the roar of the 
cataract of N to the assaults that were madeonme. I ama 
man, with all the sentiments and fi of a man, and can stand 
a reasonable amount of punishment, al h I am not invulner- 
= to every shaft. But in addition, while my wife la peepee 
er bed during the campaign, from which ess 

said she might not perhaps recover, this infamous wretch sent 
copies of his paper to my wife; and in order that she might be 
given pene ae of reading the abuse of her husband, he cut out 
the editorials and the caricatures from his paper, put them in envel- 
ne, sealed them, and sent them to her as corresponden: 

e doctor directed my hters never to give my wife a letter 
until they had first read it themselves to know what was in it. 

Is it wonderful that, having been assailed in this manner, I 
struck back when the _ Is there a man here 
who would do less, ae ° 


ce, until 


AMES G. MaGuIRE? 
his wife? Is there anyman here who would not —- ? 
Ihavenonewspaper. I did whatI did Lae og I knew the attacks 

d be assailed in the col- 


i 


made upon me. I knew I woul 


umns of this paper. I knew I would be assailed by others, but I 
did not e t to be attacked in this cowardly, this unmanly, this 
underhanded method of printing in the RECORD a that 
never was delivered in the House. There is a race of men in Ire- 
land called ‘‘informers,” There is a race of men in Italy called 
“*bravos.” There is a race of men in Russia called paid police 
ies.” Either one of those would have scorned to do what the gen- 
eman from California [Mr. Macutre] did with reference to me. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I say to you, I say to the that in this 
matter I did what I t was right. Ihad a to 


any measure or to favor it. I had the right to favor the 
bill. The gentleman running the San Francisco Examiner 
right to o it. ee 
because I favored it. He had a right to discuss it freely 

ically, and yet he saw fit, without other cause—for I 

dently to the columns of that paper, to the fact 
assailed an in my Congressional life except my frien 
for the fundi —without other reason he abused and malign 
me, as I have stated, and I struck back. I think I did 

may be that other men are so tinctured with the 
meek and lowly One who taught us from 
they would sit quietly by and not attempt to defend themselves. 
It may be that other members of this House would do that, but I 
can not. I have never been taught to believe that it was good doc- 
trine in public life, ‘‘if a man smite thee on one cheek, to turn the 


Git 
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other,” and if he smote you on that cheek, then I alwa 


thought 
it was right, in the language of Brigham Young, to do the best 
you could to defend yo and punish him. in this I have 
attempted to explain Hearst's connection with the matter. Ihave 
attempted to speak of his conduct with reference to this matter in 
proper terms. I feel that 1 did what was right. 

Every charge that I made Hearst is capable of proof. 
I do not shelter myself behind my constitutional privilege. 
Whatever I say as a Congressman I am responsible for personally 
and pecuniarily as a man. I have nothing to hide. My life is 
open. I have told you here to-day of it because of the assault 
made upon me. I ask you now is it right, I ask you is it manly, I 
ask you is it decent, for one man to assail another in this under- 
handed and what I deem cowardly manner as the gentleman from 

‘ California [Mr. Ma@urre] has so wickedly attacked me. I ask 
you gentlemen from the Sunny South, in whose veins is supposed 
+o run blood that is hotter than in those from the other of 
the nation, I ask you if you indorse that kind of an attack, to 
assail a man without notice, to give notice to all the ne - 
reporters that you p to attack a man in the House, and t 
to print your remarks in the Recorp that you never made upon 
the floor of the House? 

Go you to the mountains and plains of Tennessee, go you to the 
mountains and plains of South Gsrolina, go you to the mountains 
and plains of Mississippi, go you to the vast plains of Missouri, 
go youall over the South, go you to V , that mother of States 
a statesmen; ask your people there if they indorse that kind of 
treatment of one man by another. And the answer you know 
for you know it in your hearts, you know what the answer would 
be, that they would say to you as one man, RICHARDSON, and 
CaTtcuines, and TALBERT, and HALL, and Orgy, and Swanson, 
and McMIL.In, they would say, ‘‘ Repudiate such attacks upon a 
brother member, or we will forever hurl you from power in these 
States.” And I appeal to you men from the North, men whose 
blood does not course with the same fiery vigor, but men that 
knowing your rights, dare maintain them, men who in the cooler 
winds of the North think twice before you act once, I appeal to 
you; is it right, is it decent, is it manly thus to attack a man be- 
hind his back? I appeal to you, the patriarch of this House, that 
men are glad to honor, the man who was S er thirty-four years 
ago. Search your recollection and see if even the antebellum 
days brought out an incident like this. 

So, if you can take your mind back to the time when Pryor and 
Potter and Burlingame had their discussions, see if any man 
attacked another in this cowardly and underhanded method. And 
you, from the great States of Pennsylvania and New York; and 
you from the State of Ohio; and you gentlemen from New Eng- 
land, that is always true to the right, I ask you is it right, is it 
decent, is it manly, that a man should be attacked in this under- 
handed—in my judgment cowardly, indecent, and unmanly—way 
in which I have been assailed by the person who represents the 
Fourth Congressional district of California? I ask you to answer 
to yourselves; I ask you to ask your wives as to whether it is right. 
Task you to ask your God when you go before him in the solitude of 
your chamber is itright. I submitthatitis wrong. [Applause.] 

It may be said I assailed a man that was not present; and the 
gentleman from Wisconsin i Cooper], speaking of it, said I 
was eee in so doing. wardly in ing a man who had 
assailed me for more than a year, that lives in New York, that is 
safely ensconced in the fortress of his house in New York, who 
sends his order 3,500 miles to California to have me attacked when 
I can ee seehim! Isthat cowardly? Ifthe a 
from W thinks that 1 am at all cowardly, or if the gentle- 
man from California thinks I am at all cowardly, let ei of 
them repeat to me outside this Chamber what they said in this 
Chamber, and their curiosity will be appeased. [Applause.] 

_Now, Mr. Speaker, I have no desire to longer upon your 
time. I have to say to you that I have spoken out of the ess 
of my heart. It is not an easy matter to be compelled to speak of 
these Kt is not an easy matter; but I submit to you that 
in every civilized nation on earth there is a statute of limitations 
running every grade of crime. The physiologists tell us 
that man c every seven years; and here for thirty-four years 
I have lived in California. For thirty-four years I have tried to 
make a living for myself, my children, and my grandchildren who 
have been born unto me (and I have taken care of them); 
and now, in my old age, when I can only backward and not 
forward in life; when but few more years are given to me; when 
I ought to be permitted to enjoy a few years of peace, is it right 
that a man should go back -four years and unlock the doors 
of the secret recesses of the to bri the skeleton of my 

Tomes conduct before you and exhi t it to the people of the 


United States, especially in this s ; manner? Is 
it right? Ought not there to be a statute of to the 
past ofa man? Is it right that a man should thus be 


assailed? If I should say what I was going to say, it would not be 
proper. I say, isit right, is it proper to go back thirty-four years 


in the life of a man and bring out the follies and crimes of his 
youth and forever throw them at him? 

I beg of you to deal in this matter fairly; and I cay, Mr. oped 
and gentlemen, in conclusion, that I have tried to do my duty as 
a member of Congress, that I have always done what I deemed to 
be proper. Sometimes I may have spoken perhaps harshly, but 
always I have been willing to do everything to help my brother 
members. I have tried todo my duty. I have never concealed 
my feelings or my thoughts in my life--I never have here in this 
House—and I submit this question to you now. I submit to you 
older men, upon whose heads has fallen that frost that knows no 
melting until the summons of Azrael, the King of Death, is heard 
by you. I submit it to you younger men, who rejoice in the future 
pleasures of life; I submit it to you all—is it right that a man 
should be assailed in this manner? Is it right that there should 
be no limit to the abuse of newspapers when they seek to terror- 
ize a man from the performance of what he deems to be his duty? 
Is it right for a coward thus to strike a secret blow, as this man 
from ifornia Fo MaGutIRe} has done? May the day come 
in the history of this nation when men will be judged absolutely 
by their acts in the present, when no man, no newspaper, will be 
permitted to assail a man by delving into the mysterious recesses 
of the past, to bring sorrow to his wife, sorrow to his children, 
sorrow to his grandchildren, and sorrow to his gray hairs, when 
he is trying to make a living for his children and doing his duty 
to his . [Applause.] 

Mr. MAG Mr. Speaker, in reply to the speech of the 
gentleman from California [ Mr. Sommecnt I desire to say that I 
never printed anything anywhere in my life or asked another to 
print it or to say it that I was not myself ready to say in the pres- 
ence of any man on earth. 

On Friday last, sir, one of the most remarkable, one of the most 
outrageous, one of the most malicious speeches that I ever heard, 
or that in my opinion was ever delivered in a respectable assem- 
bly of gentlemen, was delivered by the gentleman from Califor- 
nia. It contained an assault u an absent man, upon a man 
who had no right to defend himself or even to say nay in this 
—) upon a man who had no legal right to put even his 

enial of the false charges made against him in the permanent 
Recorp of this House to which the gentleman from California 
committed his charges. 

Iwas unableon Saturday to complete my speech, which was inter- 
rupted by the expiration of my time before I reached the part of 
which the gentleman complains. I could not get the floor again to 
complete it, although I had beenassured by gentlemen who would, I 
thought, be able to control the matter that I should have fifteen 
or twenty minutes, as [had been excluded from the general debate, 
I was/unable to finish my ch because of the persistent objec- 
tion of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Hepsurn]. On Monday I 
came here with the intention of delivering that part of my speech 
to which the gentleman from California refers upon a question 
of personal privilege, and discussed with the Speaker the question 
of my right to rise to a question of privilege concerning these par- 
ticular matters. The Speaker, after consideration, took the view, 
and I think properly, that I had no right to deliver that part of 
my Saturday's eee upon a question of privilege. There was 
then no means left to me to defend the man whom the gentleman 
from California had so rey so cowardly, so falsely assailed 
upon this floor but to print in the REcorp, under the permission 
gree we. the House, the remainder of my speech as it would have 

ivered had it not been for the objections of the gentleman 
from Iowa. The only difference between that part of the speech 
as it ap in the Recorp and as it would have been delivered 
on the floor if I had had the opportunity to so deliver it is that the 
speech in the Recorp is mild by comparison. 

That of the speech to which the gentleman refers makes 
no direct assault upon the gentleman from California, except that 
it brands as false certain statements which he made. Any mem- 
ber of the House might read the speech from beginning to end 
without discovering any unparliamentary reference to the —_- 
man. [Expressions of dissent.] It was only because his knowl- 

enabled him to identify the man described in the picture I 
drawn of the author of the most malicious, malignant charge 
relating to the early life, to the boyhood of an absent man whom 
he had so cowardly assailed, that he felt so outraged. He has 
spoken of a statement published in the St. Louis Globe-Democrat 
ees set forth what I was going to say. I have no recol- 
ection of having been interviewed. by anybody representing the 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat, and I have not seen the article to 
which the gentleman refers, but it was an open secret that I 
intended to defend and vindicate my friend Mr. Hearst, whom 
the tleman had foully assailed, and to whose noble and honored 
seolbet he sought to bring the grief and anguish which he whines 
about olae beengit to members of his own family by state- 
ments which he knew Mr. Hearst himself would allow to pass 
him as the idle wind which he respects not. 
It was well known that 1 would reply. It was well known to 
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the gentleman himself that if I had an opportunity I would not 
permit the character or reputation of a nd of mine to stand 
undefended or unvindicated any more than I would permit the 
same assault upon myself to pass unchall . The gentleman 
whines about what he calls the attack upon himself. He thinks 
only of himself—his own ae self. He thinks not of grief, 
thinks not of trouble, thinks not o ish, until it strikes the 
only man on earth he cares about—himself. Why did he not think 
of these things before making an assault on Mr. Hearst. Why 
did he not think of what tlie people of the Southern States, and the 
people of the Northern States, and the people of the Western States, 
would think of such a cowardly assault? The man who has made 
this or weeping, tearful speech before you this morning, 
pleading with you to believe that I should not have replied to him 
as I did, used this language concerning an absent man, whose 


character or whose life, either in boyhood or in manhood, was not j 


in question here. He said: 

(Reading paragraphs 7, 8,9, and 10 of the first column on page 
710 of the daily Recorp. ) 

The gentleman from California said these things of an absent 
man, They are false, and it ill becomes him, after using that 
language, to whine about my answer to his charges. ee) 
He need not concern himself about my courage or that of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Cooper]. In California I should 
pay little heed to what the gentleman says; but here, with his 
right to print in the REcorD, with his right to make a permanent 
record of whatever he may choose to say in the way of vilification 
of other men, it is quite different. 


He states, by way of justification of his attack on Mr. Hearst on. 


Friday last, that Mr. Hearst during the last campaign had sent 
editorials and caricatures denouncing him and holding him up to 
ridicule to his wife while she was sick. Mr. Hearst has not been 
in California for over a year, except perhaps for two or three days 
on business, when he had no time to think of the gentleman from 
California or his concerns. He has been living in New York for 
more than a year, conducting one of the greatest newspapers 
printed in the English lan —flaughter and applause) —the 
greatest newspaper printed on this continent. [Renewed laugh- 
ter and applause. 


Mr. WILLI A. STONE. Will you kindly tell us what that 


paper is? 

The SPEAKER. The House will be in order. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Iam not yielding to the supporters of Mr. 
JOHNSON in his assault upon Mr. Hearst. 

Mr. Hearst did not send nor direct to be sent to the wife of the 
gentleman the editorials or caricatures of which he speaks; and 
the gentleman from California should know it, if he does not. 

Now, sir, the speech of which the gentleman gg emo was put 
into the RECORD under the circumstances which I have detailed, 
It was a part of my speech of Saturday, only a portion of which 
I had an opportunity to deliver. It was in answer to an argu- 
ment made in favor of the Pacific Railroad funding bill, and the 
part of which the gentleman complains is confined strictly to 
answering the charge. I have no apology to make for having 
oor it Lag nek thsopportaaiag, "hes Reveion teas eppertoniiy: 

oor 0 * 0 ving opportunity, 
I printed the whole of the speech that I was here to Saliver, under 
the permission given by the House to members s , to com- 
lete their speeches in the RecorD when they had not time to 
liver them in full on the floor. 


Mr. POOLE. Mr. Speaker, I very much dislike in 


into this controversy, but 1 find my friend of nearly years 
ago assailed in a bitter and a cowardly manner, and I can not sit in 
my seat and ae = under such a condition of things. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise toa question of order. 
It is impossible for us to hear what the gentleman is saying. | 
ask for order. 

The SPEAKER, The House is somewhat in confusion, but the 
Chair has no doubt it will be in order at once. 

Order having been restored, 

Mr. POOLE. Thegentleman from California, Grove L. Jonn- 
S0N, was my playmate in youth, and I feel honored by his 
acquaintance to-day. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point of order. So 
far as the — to this controversy are concerned, I take the 
same view that every other member of the House seems to have 
taken, in favor of giving the greatest latitude to their state- 
ments, but it strikes me there ought to be something before the 
House before the gentleman from New York {[Mr. Poo.x] pro- 
ceeds with his remarks. If the gentleman will state any question 
of privilege to which he has the right to rise, I would be the last 
to controvert his right in that respect. But as the two princtfpals 
in this controversy have been heard, it strikes me, unless what 
the gentleman from New York is about’ to submit pertains to a 
question of par this debate should not be extended. 

Mr. hah E. Before I conclude my remarks, which will be 
very short—— 


JANUARY 12, 


. The gentleman from New York can only ad- 
snasitnows contin, ta SEUror the objection, 


from New York asks 
— t to the House, Is there 
on 


Mr. McMILLIN, To what does the gentleman propose to direct 
his remarks? I think that is a pertinent uiry, because if the 
gentleman obtains unanimous consent he have the floor for 


an hour. 
Mr. POOLE. Ishall move, at the proper time, to expunge from 
the RECORD a portion of the remarks—— 

Mr. Mc IN. Te To is 
move any proceeding of the , that remarks more 
properly come on his motion. "With all kindness, I suggest to him . 
that that is the better way to proceed. 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. S$ er, | move now to from the 
REcorD the h said to have been delivered by Mr. Macuire 
and in this morning’s RECORD. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I will inquire of the gentleman whether he 
pee eS a without having read at the desk the remarks 

be expunged? The proper course, it seems to me, would be to 
dispose of the matter SPes 6 me a 
comanitine, 60, wos Sane 5 Se 6 ea the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. WALKER] with Mr. W 
and others in a former session. I shall not resist any motion tho 
gentleman may make in that direction, but I that whatever 
may be done will be regularly done, and think reference to a com- 
mittee of the House best. 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. Speaker, I will send to the desk the Recorp 
and ask that the portions I have marked be from the 
REcoRD; and on that motion I wish to 

Mr. MITCHELL. Is it oe, Mr. Speaker, to offer an amend- 
ment at this time? If so, nuld like to move an amendment 
that the remarks of a personal character which have been deliv- 
ered by the gentleman from California . JOHNSON] against 
Mr. Hearst and reflecting on his past be 
The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think that would be in 


order. The Clerk will report the proposition of the gentleman 
from New York. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike out, on 707 of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, the following words: 
“The foulest and t of the gentleman's charges——” 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will simply indicate ae of 
the Recorp the gentleman from New York proposes to out. 
The Clerk as follows: 
Strike out all after the word “ detail,” in the second paragraph. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York must put his 
proposition in writing. 
r. POOLE. Very well, Mr. Speaker, 
I now move to strike out the language that I have marked in 


the REcorp. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will indicate the language. 

The Clerk read as follows; 

Strike out in the second col: ° 707 Reco 

with the words "The fouleet and faleeat soa ouding with the 
words *‘ unscrupulous revenge.” 

Mr. McMILLIN. I make the point, with the view to determin- 
ing the matter, that this must be referred to the proper committee 
under the rules of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinksif it isa question of privilege 
the House must u er 

Mr. Mc a no doubt about what the ruling of the 
Chair would be. I therefore move, Mr. Speaker, its reference to 
the Committee on Rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman from New 
York is first entitled to be heard. 

Mz, POOLE M Speaker making this motion I 

. b z. r, in on I am actu- 
ated by onl motive. The attack of the gentleman from 
California eur. ‘om California, 


2 MAGUIRE] —pem my friend : 

ROVE L, JOHNSON, erroneous in many importan porimats. 
as I think 1 can explain to the H and as such I do not think 
that the gentleman from California [Mr, Maeurre] can 
afford to have the la which he has inserted in the RecorD 
remain as a part of the o records of this body. 

I have known Grove L. JoHNsoN, as I was saying a few 
moments ago, ever since boyhood. We were schoolmates almost 
oy se ago, and I have known him all his life, and am proud 
to have been always his friend. He was as bright a scholar 
as any in the district yg Behe Be Syracuse, where he 
waa ee ee a Sen eer 
amily father, whom I well remember, being a member o: 
bar. After gradua with honor at the high school 
he studied law and oy LS red gone g He was elected time 

of board of the city 


objec- 


g to 


after time a member 








CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 








because of the same good qualities which 
upon this floor. 
It is true, Mr. Speaker, that at one time in his life he had the 
misfortune to become very heavily involved in debt. He then did 
circumstances 


pular and | 
: has exhibi 


what other men in similar have done—left his home 
and went westward; but he went under his own name, and we al) 
knew where he could be found. There was no concealment about 
it. Weall knew where he was; we knew where he could be found 
and that hecould have been returned at any time if desired. But 
we did not care to send for him. Weall had faith in Grove L. 
JoHNSON; we knew that he was aman of honor, and thatalthough 
he had made mistakes, if he was given time he would redeem 
himself, as he did. It was but a very few months before the 
charge that he was in hiding was proved to be false. It was 
scarcely two months after lea his home before hé sent money 
back to partially redeem the indebtedness, and to-day 
he does not owe a dollar. And not that, Mr. on not 
only did he pa: por 2a ta parang he paid upon 
it. He comes year after year, and Grove L. JoHNSON 
is res and liked by all of our 

Mr. Speaker, when aman in after life as GROVE L. JOHNSON 
to prove and sustain his honor, he should not 


e circumstances except what he may have heard through 
aes in the San Francisco enednwe and I think it would be 
unjust to the gentleman from California [Mr. MaGuRe] to allow 
the words he has uttered to remain in the t records 
of this Congress in the speech which was published in the REcorD 
this morning. 

a ait the ratinn will pesvell. I reserve the remainder of 
my time. 


Mr. MoMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I do not desire to discuss the 
motion at the present time, and I address my remarks to the gen- 
tlemen on the other side. I think the proper course is to refer 
this to an committee. We had just such Saat 
in a former Congress under the alleged abuse of the — of 
printing by a gentleman from Massachusetts one of his 
colleagues from that State, Mr. Williams, and House on that 
occasion, when its attention was called to it, took the course I have 
suggested and referred the matter to a committee of the House for 
consideration and report, and finally disposed of it upon the com- 
mittee’s report. — . 

The committee can report what, if anyiting, ought to be stricken 
out. I make this suggestion the more y because the com- 
mittee can take a of the whole h; can say what 
ong So ge Sees what should not, if onpthing. I hope there 

ill be no objection, therefore, to that on, and they can 
report at any time. I would suggest that it be referred to the 
Committee on Printing. They have charge of matters of print- 
ing; or any other committee to which it is referred will be satis- 
factory to me. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Speaker, if it is proposed to refer this 
matter to the Committee on Printing, I may as well say now for 
myself that I would be un to review matter that has 
into the Recorp by consent of the House in debate on the floor. 
If it was objectionable, any member at that time could have risen 
in his ue and objected, and it would not have appeared. Now, 
the only question involved is as to this matter printed in the 
REcorRD, under consent of the House, as to whether if it had been 
tana. , Nana: bee peel, i kaer poco ciao Oe ae 

ime. y, for m ; ve pro gen- 
eral consent to print. Ido not believe in it. I believe that the 
REcORD should contain only the matter aero the floor, 
or some which the House directly gives its consent to be 
ted in the Recorp. The only question that would come 
fore the committee upon this reference would be this language 
which is cited to the now, upon page 707 of the Recorp. 
It occurs to me that if the House desires to act upon this matter, 
it has all the information that any committee could give, and 
So to a as well a any time. The 
mittee, I can say for myself, would not be willing 
matter which has p and which 
floor in the presence of the members, when an 
open for a to o if he saw 

Mr. Mc es to 
course I have indicated is the one always taken 
kind. I have known no variation from it; and it strikes me 
another day is a better time to settle a matter of this 
for no other reason, I think the reference 

Mr. PERKINS. For myself, I am as 
any other time. Iam in favor of striking 
the permanent Recorp. |. use. } 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Mr. — 

Mr. TOWNE. 


% Mr. 
The SPEAKER. For what does 
inneso purpose the 


E 
Fes ieee: 


E 


d 
s 
if 


z 


gentleman 
I desire to move an amendment, 


: 





The SPEAKER. The gentleman offers an amendment. 
Mr. MITCHELL. I should like to ask whether the motion which 


I ——— before might not come in now as an amendment. 
SPEAKER. is already one amendment offered, 
which the Clerk will re 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Amend by adding “to strike out also paragraphs 8, 9, and 10 on p 7065 of | 
the Reco ning with the .* e , ® : 
fo eae mb, bo — vith weeds, We knew he was erotic ' and ending 
Mr. NORTHWAY. I rise to a point of order—that that is not 
© amendment. ‘i 
e SPEAKER. It is not at all germane. 
Mr. MITCHELL. I should like to move an amendment to 


a TOWNE. Is the point of order made against the amend- 
men 

The SPEAKER. The point of order is made by the gentleman 
from Ohio . NORTHWAY]. 

Mr. DOC Y. Would it be in order, to move to refer the 
whole matter to the Committee on Rules? 

The SPEAKER. The —- from Tennessee [Mr. McMir- 
LIN] has moved to refer it to the Committee on Printing. 

. MCMILLIN. As the chairman of the Committee on Print- 
ing says he has prejudged the case, I have no objection to referring 
the matter to the Committee on Rules, inasmuch as there is some 
—— of preference that it should go to the Committee on 

es. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Let it go to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. MoMILLEN. I have no objection and no preference as to 
what committee it is referred to. I think it onght to be referred. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri moves that the 
matter be referred to the Committee on Rules. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. DOCKERY demanded a division. 

Tho House divided; and there were—ayes 52, noes 87. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Let us have the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The — was taken; and there were—yeas 67, nays 123, not 
voting 165; as follows: 
YEAS—47. 
Abbott, De Armond, Latimer, Sayers, 
Aldrich, T. H. ley, Lawson, Simpkins, 
Utah ver, Layton, Southard, 
am erson, ett, Livingston, Spencer, 
ley nD Loud, Stokes, 
pet ig Fitzgeral McCreary, K on 
0. zgerald, ry, Ky. Swanson, 
Black Hager, McCulloch, Talbert, 
proprack, Hainer, Nebr. on, Tate, 
Buck, Harrison, McMilin, Terry, 
Clardy, Neill, Towne, 
Cobb, Hen . en, Tucker, 
Cockrell, Hilborn, vy, Washington, 
Cooper, Tex. How Owens, 8, 
Crisp, Hutcheson, Patterson, Wilson, Idaho 
Culberson, Jones, Pendleton, 
ngs, Kleberg, Ric m2, 
NAYS—123. 
Adams, Doolittle, Leighty, Pugh, 
Aitken, Eddy, Leisenring, Raney, 
Apsley, a, Reeves, 
Arnold, Pa, Evans, is, Rinaker, 
Arn RL Fenton, Linney, Royse, 
Avery, Fletcher, Linton, Russell, Conn. 
Baker, N. H. Foote, Loudenslager, Scranton, 
Barney, Gardner, Ww, Smith, DL 
aoa Mahon, Snover, 

ett, iliet, N.Y, Marsh, Spalding, 

ty) illett, Maas. McCormick, Sperry, 
Bow Tow, McEwan, Stahle, 
pow Halterman, Mec Steele, 

y; Mercer Stephenson, 
ot Hatch, Minor, Wis. Stewart, Wis. 
—— parece, ppecpell, Stone, c ¥- 

burn, y; Stone, W. 
Calderhead, mem. Morse, Strong, 
Chickering. icks, Mozley, Taft, 
— =. — 
i 0} urray, Thomas, 
Conn . Hut, Northway, Tracey, 
poy is. Hulick, jen, Van Voorhis, 
Hull, Overstreet, Wadsworth, 
seasener: —— peruer, wenew, 
Curtis, lowa enkins, ayne, arner, 
Kans. Joy Pearson, Watson, Ohie 
; Kiefer, kins, Willis, 

‘ord, rkpatrick, ney, v¥ ood, 
Daniels, funP Wesker Wright. 
Dayton, Lacey, Powers, 

NOT VOTING—166. 
A Baker, Md. Berry. Burrell, 
Al B. Bingham, Cannon, 
Ti. Bar! Biue, Catchings, 
Bart Boatner, Clark, lowa 
8, Bartlett, N.¥. Bowers, Clarke, Ala. 
h, Brewster, Coffin, 
ee Brown, Colson, 
. Bell, Brumm, Cooke, IL 
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Meredith, 
Meyer, 

Miles, 

Miller, Kans. 
Miller, W. Va. 


Henry, Conn. 
Henry, Ind. 
‘ Hitt, 
Hooker, 
Howe, 
Howell, 
Hubbard, 
Huling, 
Hurley, 
Hyde, 
Johnson, Cal. ‘ 
Johnson, Ind. Newlands, 
Johnson, N. Dak. Noonan, 
«Phill 
ips, 
Pickler, 
rice, 
Prince, 
uigg, 


Rovybara, 
Robertson, La. 
ee, Pa. 


Cooper, Fila. 
Cooper, Wis. 
Cousins, 
Cowen, 

Cox, 
Crowley, 
Crump 
Curtis, N. ¥. 
Denny, 

De Witt, 
Dinsmore, 
Dockery, 
Dovener, 
Draper, 
Faris, 
Fischer, 
Foss, 
Fowler, 


Treloar, 
Turner, Ga. 
Turner, Va. 


Griswold, 
Grosvenor, 
Grout, 
Hadley, 
Hanly, 
Harmer, 
Harris, 
Hart, 
Heiner, Pa. 
Hemenway, McRae 
Henderson, Meiklejohn, 
So the motion was lost. 
The following pairs were announced: 
Mr. McCauu of Massachusetts with Mr. Harr, 
Mr. McCauu of Tennessee with Mr. McLAuURIN. 
Mr. PICKLER with Mr. WiLson of South Carolina, 
Mr. Stewart of New Jersey with Mr. STALLINGS, 
Until further notice: 
Mr. Cousins with Mr. CowEn, 
. Kup with Mr. Strait. 
. TRACEWELL with Mr. Russe. of Georgia. 
. Birr with Mr. McRAg. 
. Watson of Indiana with Mr. MEYER. 
. WILBER with Mr. Sore. 
. WooMER with Mr. SHaw. 
. HEMENWAY with Mr. Miner of New York. 
. HANLY with Mr. Mosgs. 
Mr. MILLIkEN with Mr. Money. 
Mr. Crump with Mr. Mappox. 
For this day: 
Mr. Cook of Wisconsin with Mr. TuRNER of Virginia. 
Mr. HUBBARD with Mr. DINSMORE. 
Mr. Prince with Mr. MEREDITH. 
Mr. GROSVENOR with Mr. Cox. 
Mr. Henry of Indiana with Mr. Coorrr of Florida, 
Mr. HarRMER with Mr. CaTCHINGs. 
Mr. Roprnson of Pennsylvania with Mr. Berry. 
Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. BANKHEAD, 
Mr. BryeHaM with Mr. DocKERY. 
Mr. Hvu.ine with Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi. 
Mr. Baker of Maryland with Mr. Yoakum. 
Mr. SULLOWAY with Mr. SPARKMAN. 
Mr. WALKER of Virginia with Mr. TURNER of Georgia. 
Mr. McC.Lure with Mr. Lirt.e. 
The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
Mr, POOLE. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question. 
The previous question was orde 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion of the gentile- 
man from New York. 
The question was taken; and the resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. TOWNE. A ——_ motion, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Missouri has a privileged 
motion. 
Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to present the following 
report from the Committee on Accounts. 
ir. MCMILLIN (toMr. Towne). Yoursisaprivil motion. 
Mr. TOWNE. I desire to present a motion of privilege. It 
pertains to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
The SPEAKER. Is that the purpose for which the gentleman 


rose? 
Mr, TOWNE. It is. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is recognized. 
- TOWNE. Ioffer the motion which I send to the Clerk’s 
esk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
tri » 
adiaietyee i Race ema) Sangean a, 
The SPEAKER. The question is on ing to the motion. 
The question was taken; and the S er announced that the 
noes seemed to have it. 
Mr. TOWNE. Division! 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 47, noes 77, 


McLaurin, 
Skinner, 
Smith; Mich. 


J ANUARY 12, 


Mr. TOWNE and Mr. McMILLIN. Let us have the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. 8 er, I ask to have the matter read that 
is to be stricken out. It has not been read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is too late to ask that. 
The House has just ordered the = and nays. 

Mr. GROUT. It can be read by unanimous consent. I desire 
to vote, and I do not know how to vote. 

Mr. HICKS. What is the language? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will find it in the Recorp. 

Mr. HICKS. On what page? 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the Clerk will read 
the resolution. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I believe the yeas and nays have been or- 
dered, and we may just as well p . 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

Mr. HICKS. I just wanted to know what the matter 

Mr. McMILL I withdraw my obj 

Mr. HICKS. I merely wanted attention called to where itis in 
the REcorp. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I withdraw my objection to its being read, 
if the gentleman desires it. 

Mr. SWANSON. It is a very small part to bestricken out, and 
I ask that all of it be read. 

The SPEAKER. The difficulty about descri it in the reso- 
lution is, you put it in at the same time you order it to be stricken 
out, 

Mr. McMILLIN. That was the cause of my objection. 

Mr. PAYNE. I would like to inquire of the gentleman from 
Minnesota if his resolution refers to the same that was 
read by the gentleman from California [Mr. MaGuIRE] in his reso- 
lution this — 

Mr. TOWNE. It does, substantially. 

Mr. DOCKERY. It is off the same piece of cloth; the other 
goods just went out. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 81, nays 95, not 
voting 179; as follows: 

YEAS—81L. 
Abbott, McEwan, Swanson, 
Mc 
i Bat, 


Dinsmo: 
Ellett, ~ 
Erd 


man, 
Fairchild, 
Gillet, N. Y. 
Hainer, Nebr. 


Bailey, 
Bartlett, Ga. 
Bell, Colo. 
Bell, Tex. 
Gatcht 

‘a n 
Clardy, - 
Clarke, Ala. 
Cockrell, 
Cooke, fil. 


Crowley, 
Culberson, 


Cummin 
De Armond, 
Dingley, 


Calderhead, 
Ghickert 

ckering, 
Clark, Mo. 
Codding, 
Connolly, 
Crowther, 
Curtis, 

11, 
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rald, Hubbard, McLaurin, 
other, Hulick, Me Shuford, 
oote, Huling, M Skinner. 
Foss, Hull, Mercer, Smith, TL 
Fowler, Hurley, Meyer, Sore. 
Gillett, Maas - ae, Southwick, 
oni Johnson, Cal Miller, W. Va. 8 oe ‘ 
jriffin, ohnson, en. wart, 
Guswelll OF san Miner y. Stone, 0. W 
+r or, 
G a Kerr, b Strode, Nebr. 
Hadley, K oses, Strowd, N.O. 
Hanly, ; sy. sevanis, Ss a 
r, ; 
Harrie Lefever Odell, Tayler, 
Harrison, Leonard, . 
Hart, Lester, E hillips, Tracewe 
Hartman, Little, Pickler, Walker, Mass. 
Heatwole, ae. Price, Watson, Ind. 
Heiner, Pa. » Wi 
Hemenway, Loud, Ray wee 
Henderson, Maddox, b te, 
Henry, Ind. Ro Pa Wilber, 
Hermann, my, Rusk, Wilson, Idaho 
Hicks, Martin, Russell, Conn. Wilson, 
Hitt, McCall, Mass. uss sil, Ga. Witeon, Ohio 
Hooker, ‘cCall, rhering, ilson, 8. 
Howard, wcolone” . oomer, 
H . cOln 
Howell, M io 
with the tleman 


Mr. DOCKERY: Mr. aa, Tam 
from Pennsylvania, Mr. a . © were present, I should 
vote in the affirmative. 

The following additional pairs were announced on this question: 

Mr. Grout with Mr. CHARLES W. STONE. 

Mr. WELLINGTON with Mr. Hicks. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. 
nestion, but I am not certain that I had a 
inn, in order to be certainly on the safe side, I withdraw my vote. 

The SP . On this question the yeas are 82 and the nays 
are 94. Mr. Foors of New York, Mr. BARRETT of Massachusetts, 
Mr. Husbarp of Missouri, Mr. Dockery of Missouri, Mr. 
Ware er of Alabama, and Mr. JoHNson of California are present 
and not voting. These members, together with those voting, 
constitute a quorum, and the resolution is rejected. 


J. HERMAN BARNESLEY. 


Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I now call up the report from the 
Committee on Accounts which I have al y sent to the desk. 
The report was read, ‘as follows: 


‘Resolved, That the com tion of J. Herman Barnesley, now on the fold- 
ers’ roll of the department of the Doorkeper, be inqvensed from $720 per an- 
num to $1,200 per annum, he, the said J. Herman Barnesley, performing in 
an efficient and sat manner the duties of an caniesawt doorkeeper 
and of messenger to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, and 
said increased sum being the minimum customary rate for such services; 
and that said extra compensation be paid by the Clerk out of the contingent 
fund of the House.” 
The Committee on Accounts, to whom was referred the resolution provid- 
ng that the compensation of J. Herman Barnesley, now on the folders’ roll, be 
creased from $20 per annum to $1,200 per annum, he, the said Herman J. 
rnesley performing in an efficient and satisfactory manner the duties of 
an aesistant @eepheener and of messenger to the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce, said extra compensation to be paid out of the con- 
tingent fund of the House, beg to report that they respectfully recommend 
that the same do not , for the reason that the resolution is in violation of 
the law which prohitats any increase of salaries to be paid out of the contin- 
gent fund of the House. 


Mr. TRACEY. I ask for a vote. 

Mr. WANGER. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 
To discuss the resolution? 

Mr. WANGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRACEY. I move the previous question on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
j ses a vote, the report was adopted; and the resolution was re- 

ected. 


, I voted on this 
ht todo so. There- 


INVESTIGATION OF SOLDIERS’ HOME, LEAVENWORTH, KANS. 
Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I have sent up also another report, 
which I desire to have read. 
The report was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the chairman of the Special Committee to Investigate the 
Soldiers’ Home at Leavenworth, Kans., be, and is hereby, auth to ex- 
nd the sum of $1,000, or such part thereof as be ,to complete 
he investigation of said Home, to be accounted for in the manner prescri 
by House resolution orde said inv c June 9, 
The Committee on Accounts, to whom was refe the accom 
lution auth the chairman of the Special to Invest: the 


ldiers’ Home at venworth, Kans., to expend the sum of $1,000, or such 


rt thereof as may be ,to complete the investigation of sald Home, 
beg to report that Tney respectfully recommend the ae of the same. 


Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say with reference to 
this resolution that I have here the items of account—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON (interposing). Mr. Speaker, is this appro- 
priation to be made out of the contingent fund of the House? 

Mr. TRACEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I did not understand the resolution as 
Tead to - provide. If it does not, I want to make a point of order 


Mr. TRACEY. Mr. §S 
ing the a of =< 
payment of its expenses out of the contingent fund of the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But I do not think this resolution does 


I may have misunderstood it in the reading, but I do not 
think it contains that provision. 


er, the original resolution authoriz- 
e committee made appropriation for the 


Mr. TRACEY. M understanding is that it does. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will submit the question to the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER (reading from the resolution). ‘And to be 
accounted for in the manner prescribed by the House resolution 
ed investigation adopted June 9, 1896.” 

Mr. ACEY. Mr. Speaker, let me suggest that that continues 
the first resolution and practically appropriates this money out of 
the contingent fund of the House, because the original resolution 
makes the appre riation from the contingent fund. 

The SPEA . The Chair does not think it is quite clear 


from the language of this resolution that the money is to come 
from the contingent fund of the House. 


Mr. RICHAR N. Thatisthe point that I have made, Mr, 
ee. Unless that is the provision, the resolution is not priv- 


r. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say that it is well 
known to the House that the original resolution providing for the 
payment of the Cp eapee of this special committee appropriates 
the money out of the contingent fund, and this is intended to fol- 
low the a resolution. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I sug to the gentleman that it would be 
well to amend the resolution so as to make its meaning certain. 
It might be amended by inserting the words “‘ to be paid from the 
contingent fund of the House.” 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the resolution be so 
amended. 

TheSPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Tennessee withdraw 
his point of order? 

. RICHARDSON. I do not know anything about the merits 
of this proposition, Mr. Speaker, but I withdraw the point of 
order to let the gentleman make an explanation of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order is withdrawn. The ques- 
tion now is on the amendment proposed by the gentleman irom 
Missouri, which is to insert after the words “said Home” the 
words ‘‘ to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House.” 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman from Missouri will 
—_ me, I will suggest that there are two of these resolutions. 

e resolution originally introduced provided for an investigation. 
That resolution went to the Committee on Military Affairs. Sub- 
sequently a resolution of similar character went to the Committee 
on Accounts; and it was upon the latter resolution that the investi- 

ation was had. I think the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 

RACEY] will remember—the chairman of the investigating com- 
mittee would remember if he were here—that the resolution pro- 
vided for the payment of this expense out of the contingent fund 
of the House. I apprehend that the Speaker has before him the 
resolution that went to the Committee on Military Affairs instead 
of the one that went to the Committee on Accounts. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair read from the resolution now pend- 
ing; but by the amendment of the gentleman from Missouri the 
objection will be obviated. 

e question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Tracey, it 
was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended was adopted. 


FUNERAL EXPENSES OF HON. CHARLES F, CRISP. 


Mr. TRACEY also reported from the Committee on Accounts 
the following: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized ong 
directed to pay out of the contingent fund of the House to the widow o 
Charles F. Crisp, late a anne in Congress from the State of Georgia, 
the expenses of the last illness and funeral of said Charles F. Crisp, such 
expenses amounting to $1,480.38. 


The resolution was adopted. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- 


mittees. 

Mr. BENNETT. The Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce was passed yesterday without prejudice. I wish to 
know whether it is in order for that committee to be called. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman desires it, that committes 
will be called now. 


BUTLER AND PITTSBURG RAILROAD COMPANY. 
The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce having 
been called, 

Mr. BENNETT. I desire tocall up House bill No. 9072, to author- 
ize the Butler and Pittsburg Railroad Company to construct a 
bridge across the Allegheny River. A Senate bill similar in its 
us to this has passed both Houses, has been approved by 

e President, and has become a law. In order that this House 
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bill may be removed from the Calendar, I move that it lie on the 
table, ; 
The motion was agreed to. 


BRIDGE ACROSS SULPHUR RIVER, ARKANSAS. 


Mr. BENNETT. I call up the bill (S. 1722) to approve and 
ratify the construction of a bridge across the Sulphur River, in 
the State of Arkansas, by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Railway 
Company. 

The bill was read. 


: The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
ows: 


Add the follow new section 5 between sections 4 and 5, and change num- 
ber of present on 5 to 6. 

“Sno. 5. That this act shall be null and void if actual construction of the 
bridge herein authorized be not commenced within one year and completed 
within three years from the date of approval thereof.” 


Mr. BENNETT. I submit the report of the committee as a 
portion of my remarks. 


: The report (by Mr. BARTLETT of New York) was read, as fol- 
OWS: 


Tbe Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom wasreferred 
the bill (S. 1722) entitled “A bill to a ve and ra 


tify the construction of a 
ori across the Sulphur River, in State of Arkansas, by the Texarkana 
and Fo 


rt Smith Railway Company,” beg leave tosubmit the following re 
and recommend that = bill do pass, with an amendment. aN 
Add the following new section 5 between sections 4 and 5, and change num- 


ber of present section 5 to 6. 


Sexo. 5. That this act shall be null and void if actual construction of the 
bridge herein authorized be not commenced within one year and completed 
within three years from the date of approval thereof."’ 

The committee attach the following le er-General Craig- 
hill, Chief of Engineers, and make the same a part of this report: 


OrFIce oF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., February 1, 1896. 
Sir: I have the honor to return_herewith a letter, dated the 24th instant, 
from the Senate Committee on Commerce, inclosing, for the views of the 
War Department thereon, 8. 1722, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session, “A bill 
to approve and ratify the construction of a bri across the Sulphur River, 
in the State of Arkansas, by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Railway Oom- 
pany, and, in rane to its reference to this office, I beg to say that I know of 
2 = 


no objection to pactage of the bill by Congress, so far as the interests of 
navigation are concerned. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


W. P. ORAIGHILL, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Engineers. 
Hon. Danie. 8. LAMONT, 
Secretary of War. 


The amendments reported + the committee were agreed to. 

Mr. OGDEN. I ask that this bill be ordered to a third reading 
and put on its passage. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 
1 On motion of Mr. BENNETT, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


BRIDGES ACROSS CUMBERLAND AND TENNESSEE RIVERS. 


Mr. BENNETT. I call up the bill (H. R. 8551) to establish 
railroad bridges across the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers in 
Kentucky. , 

The bill was read. 


The amendments reported by the committee were read, as 
follows: 


Ai the end of line 11, section 2, add: 

* Provided, That the length of the dra ns may be increased if, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of War, the inte: of navigation demand it.” 

After the word “construction,” in line 19, section 5, add ‘or after comple- 
tion.” 
In line 8 of section 6 strike ont “five” and insert “ three,” and in line 4 
strike out “eight” and insert “ five.” 

Strike out section 7 and insert in lieu thereof the following: 


“That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is hereby expressly | 


rese i 
Strike out section 8. 


Mr. BENNETT. I submit the report of the committee as a por- 
tion of my remarks. 
The report (by Mr. SHERMAN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Interstate and Fo: Commerce, towhom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 8551) to construct railroad bri across the Cumberland and 
Tennessee rivers, in Kentucky, submit the following report: 

The bill gives authority to the Cairo and Tennessee River Railroad Com- 
pany to erect, construct, establish, and maintain prey bridges and ap- 
proaches thereto across the Cumberland River, in the State of Kentucky, at 
points to be selected by said railroad, or itasuccessors or tice - 


castle and To rt, County, and also another across 
river between Burksville, on river, inKentucky, and the Tennessee State 
line, and also a across the Tennessee River, between Pine Bluff, in 


Calloway County, Ky., and Birmingham, in Marsha} County, Ky. to be se- 
lected by said railroad, or its successors or assigns, between said described 
points on said rivers, which said bridges shall not interfere with the free 
navigation of said rivers. 

The bill has been submitted to the War Department, and under date of May 
32 General Craighill ts certain amendments to the bill; and if thus 
amended knows of no objection to its passage, so far as the interests of navi- 
gation are concerned. 

The committee - the amendments, which are as follows: 

At the end of line 11, section 2, add: 

“ Provided, That the le of the drawspans may be increased if in the 
epinion of the Secretary of War, the interests of navigstion demand it.’ 


wit the word “construction,” in line 19, section 5, add “ or after comple. 
on.” 


In line 8 of m6 strike out “ five’ and insert “three,” and in line 4 
strike out * it” and insert “ five.”’ 

Strike ou eee! 0k eaeet & Des vet Sore 

Sea ae Mm to alter, autand, OF Suguel tele Gt hereby expressly 
reserv' 

Strike out section 8. 

As thus amended, the committee recommend the passage of the bill. 

The amendments reported by the committee were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be and read a 
third time; and it was y read the 


time, and d, 
On motion of Mr. BENNETT, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


BRIDGES ACROSS THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH. 


Mr. BENNETT. I call up the bill (H. R. swig tome 
the construction by the Duluth and North Dakota Co 
pany of two bridges across the Red River of the North, between 
the States of Minnesota and North Dakota. 

Mr BENNETT ate ass bmit, part of 

“ a , I su as a my Te 

marks, the report of the committee accompan: the bill. F 

The report (by Mr. SHERMAN) was read, as follows: 

The ‘Cae on Interstate and Foreign to whom was referred 
me H. 4 to authorize the Duluth and North 


construction 
between the States oF Tlnnestin ant Moet Dalote cutenit eee bo 


re : 
bill provides “that the Duluth and North Dakota Railroad Com ys 
ted and ‘under the law of the State of North 
it is hereby, authorized to construct 
ina thereto across the Red River of the 
North at two points on 


said river. ; 
Gut nas Deen cubanitted to the War Departanent, and, enter date of May 19, 


ys: 
“ The bill makes ample provision for the protection of navigation interes 
and I know of no objection to its Sasa ed Comtuun anleaetiiamatateress 


are conce: 
The bill is therefore reported with a recommendation that it do pass. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. BENNETT, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE MONONGAHELA RIVER. 


Mr. BENNETT. Ialso call up for present consideration the 
bill (H. R. 9733) to authorize the Union Railroad Company to 
construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River. 


The bill was read at | 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BENNETT, a motion to reconsider the last 


vote was laid on the table. 
BRIDGE ACROSS RED RIVER, ALEXANDRIA, LA. 


Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, I call up the bill (S. 1725) 
authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and Gulf Railway Com- 
pany to construct and maintain a bridge across Red River at the 
ye: Alexandria, La. 

e bill was read at length. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and being read the 
third time, it was passed. 

On motion of Mr. PATTERSON, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


AWARDS OF LIFE-SAVING MEDALS, 
Mr. WANGER. Mr. Speaker, by instruction of the Committee 


on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, I call + Fane! present consid: 
eration the bill (S. 2334) —— acts of Congress in relation 
to the awards of life-saving m 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Whereas the Attorney-General, under date of January 1895, has ren- 
dered an opinion that the statutes authorizing the award Litbeenving med+ 


als apply to the rescue of those persons only who, in the of a life- 
ae station, lifeboat ene eS are in danger of drowning 
n any of the waters over Ww. the United 8 . by reason of their right 
to f and interstate commerce, have and that the 
purpose of such statutes is to cause such medals to be bestowed upon the 
rary, “ihe lite ving Seer ean tak forms Bucooring ths shi 
e-8a, crews; p- 
yrrecked” and “a: from drowning,” em in ion 12, act 


Be it enacted, etc., wegen edn ca ay to life-saving papiens 
and the Life-Sa Service a une 20, 187: 18, 1878, and May 
1882, as provided for the a of lif Ssedale Chalh Go aquptrued o> af 
quug aiblone anual on ms in rescuing and the Sebod and 
oaving inthe dessa oar a ee nited States 


has j Sher the making such exertions were 0” 
wu Wi 

Sal oem » oF whether or not such exertions 
were made in ity of a life-sa station. 
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The report (by Mr. WANGER) is as follows: 


Committee on Interstateand Foreign to whom was veteered 
ean (S. 2334) coniveing Se acts of Congress S veletion to the award 
life-sa medals, report in favor of the passage of the same without amend- 


ment. 

letter from the Secretary of the Treasury respecting the subject-matter 
of the bill is — in Senate Report No. The Recpetary, the 
insertion of the w “hereafter"’ after * ” in line 9, but t te 
did not insert it, and your committee think it should not be inse ; 

There have been many acts of t heroism in saving the lives of 

by others than members of the Life-Sa Service, and they merit 
nition as well although perfo: since opinion of the Attorney ral 
of January 895, as if performed before, or as if performed after the pend- 
ing bill has become a law in case it is enacted. 


The bill was ordered toa third reading; and being read the third 
time, it was passed. 

On motion of Mr.W ANGER, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- 
mittees. 

The Committee on Election of President, Vice-President, and 
Representatives in Congress was called. 

Mr. CORLISS. I would ask unanimous consent that that com- 
mittee be passed over without prejudice for the present. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iask that the other committees be called. 

The Committee on Printing was called. 


UNLAWFUL USE OF FRANKING PRIVILEGE, 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I am instructed by the com- 
mittee to call up for present consideration the bill (H. R. 9601) to 
amend an act entitled ‘“‘An act providing for the public — 
and binding and the distribution of public documents,” approv 
January 12, 1895. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That section 85 of the act aforesaid be amended so the 
section may as follows, to wit: 

“Sec. 8. The Vice- ent, Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in 
Congress, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of resent- 
atives may send and receive through the mail free all public d ents 

rinted by order of Congress; and the name of the ign x renitenh, Begater, 

ereccuieaiets Delegate, Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House 
shall be written Soe, vo the ree d on of the office he holds; 
and the provisions of section apply to each of the , peraane named 
therein until the lst day of December following the expiration of their re- 
spective terms of office, except in the case of the of the Senate and 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, whose franking e vilege expire 
upon the qualification of their successors in office. The Vice-President, Mem- 
bers, and Members-elect of and Delegates and Delegates-elect to oaeres 
shall have the privilege of sending free an the mails, and under their 
frank, any seafl matter to any Government o or to any person, corre- 
spondence, not exceeding 1 ounce in weight, u official or departmental 
business: Provided, That if any person shall e use of any franked envel- 
ope to avoid the ent of postage on his private letter, package, or other 
mail matter, or insert in such envelope printed or tten matter not 
entitled to be transmitted free of postage, or use the of another 
without special written authority therefor, to secure the free transmis- 
sion of books or public documents, the person so offending shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of $300, to be prosecuted in any 
court of competent jurisdiction. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask to have the report accompanying 
the bill read. 

The report (by Mr. RICHARDSON) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9601) to 
amend an act entitled ‘An act providing for the public printing and b 
and the distribution of public documents,” pogsoved anuary 12, 1895, have 
had the same under consideration and submit the following reper’: 

This provision of the act above referred to was incorporated in the public 
printing bill by an amendment offered while the bill was before the 

fouse, and was to without full discussion and not after due investiga- 
tion of the subject. A penalty for the abuse of the franking privilege of 
members was probably vertently left out. The necessity for the adop- 
tion of some measure of this character is 80 @ nt that it seems waneces- 
sary for your committee to dwell at an loath Gpen these sufficient reasons. 
That the frank of d inately used now by a great many 


of members is 
le no person will deny. The Post-Office Department is unable to pre- 


vent 
vent this. 

The bill Offi en ‘our com- 
aluesan La by the ree ' inn a” t, and y 

The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

. CANNON. Wherein does this bill change existing law, I 
would ask the gentleman Tennessee? 

Mr. RIC DSON. This bill was introduced by the gentle- 
man from California [Mr. Loup], and I yield to him for the pur- 
pose of making an e tion. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I will say in answer to the question 
of the gentleman from Mlinois that this bill simply provides a 
penalty, not now provided in the law, for the unla use of a 

of a member of Congress—without his permission. 

I want to say to the members present that probably they have 
discovered before now that the frank of members fe in- 
Srreninately weed by 0 great man people. It was brought 
to my atten very forcibly in the campaign by a gen 

XXIX——47 


man writing to me a letter acknowledging the receipt of a bound 
copy of the statutes. He rather facetiously, in his letter, stated 
that he would lItke to get the statutes, but would much prefer to 
have them sent direct, rather than through a law publishing firm 
in San Francisco, because, of course, I would not charge him any- 
oree oe them, while those that were sent to him came at a charge 
of $3.50. 

Again, I have a return registered receipt—I have received many 
of them during the last year—but here is a return registered 
receipt, for i ce, received from the town of Delano, in my 
own State. I am assumed to have sent a package to this gentle- 
man, and this is the return receipt. I never sent any package of 
that kind to oe pee. neither do I know him. 

Mr. CANNON. That is a registered package, is it? 

Mr. LOUD. A — package. 

Mr. CANNON. ell, postage was paid on that, was it not? 

- LOUD. No, it was not; and it is not necessary. You can 
ister anything that is frankable. 
r.CANNON. Do you mean you can register anything that 
is frankable without the payment of postage? 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, certainly; you can register a sack. I have 
done it, and probably the gentleman has done it himself. You 
can ter a sack of books by the payment of 8 cents. 

Mr. CANNON. Let meask the gentleman further—!I am quite 
in harmony with a penalty for the improper use of the frank— 
does this interfere with the right of a Representative or Senator 
to authorize another to use his frank? 

Mr. LOUD. It does not. This simply provides a penalty for 
the use of the frank except by consent of a member. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ionly want tosayaword. This bill is 
an amendment to the printing bill. It will be recalled by gentle- 
men who were here in the Fifty-third Congress, when the print- 
ing bill passed, that this provision, giving the franking privilege 
to members, was not in the bill. It is no part of the framework 
of that bill, but this provision, allowing the franking privilege to 
members in a modified form, was put into the bill on the floor as 
an amendment by a gentleman then on the floor of the House, 
It was not carefully ows, as I have stated, and forthat reason, 
possibly, this amendment is more necessary. 

I think the amendment should be adopted. 

Mr. LACEY. I wish toask the gentleman from California [Mr. 
Loup] two te 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I wish to-ask the gentleman if he has in- 
cluded a clause enlarging the penitentiary? [Laughter } 

Mr. LACEY. I wish to ask the gentleman from California 
whether this interferes with the transmission of seeds? 

Mr, LOUD. It does not interfere. I will sayto the gentleman 
in perfect good faith that this simply provides a oonatty for the 
use of a member’s frank without his authority. 

Mr. LACEY. It seems to go a little further. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. We simply repeat the law as it now ex- 
ists; that is all. 

Mr. LACEY. Then another question. You say the frank shall 
be written. Does that preclude the use of a stamp? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is the present language, but it is 
construed to mean that it may be written by another, with the 
authority of the member. 

Mr. CEY. The question is, whether a stamp can be used. 

Mr. FOOTE. If a member should inadvertently send some 
matter through the mails that he thought was frankable, if it 
should turn out that it was not frankable, he would be liable toa 
fiae of $800 

Mir, LOUD, I assume that is so. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. A member is authorized now to frank 
letters that do not exceed an ounce in weight, if they are on offi- 
cial business. Now, suppose the gentleman was to send a letter 
that exceeded an ounce in weight, or suppose he should make a 
mistake ane yet into the letter correspondence which did not re- 


late to offi business. He would be subject to a penalty now, 
Therefore the oe fails, it seems to me. 

Mr. FOOTE. there a penalty to-day on the matter franked 
by a member? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There is a penalty for any violation of 


pe laws. : 
. FOOTE. For everybody but members, is it not? 

Mr. LOUD. For everyone except members. 

Mr. FOOTE. This extends it to members themselves, a most 
— eeeoreee g. [Laughter.] 

. BO LLE. I should like toask the gentleman in charge 

of the bill whether it is a fact that the franked envelopes which 
members of Congress are now permitted to use in correspondence 


concerning the public business are used under a three-hundred- 
ty? 


dollar 
Mr. DSON. I think not. 
Mr. BOUTELLE. I think not. Well, now, you are changing 


the law in that regard. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. No. Wedonotchange it in that respect, 
as I understand it. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. It must beachange, if therneis no such thing 
in the law and you propose to make such a thing. 
Mr. LOUD. It provides a penalty on all fran 

Mr. FOOTE. It — “‘any person.” 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ifmembers willfully violate the law, why 
should they not be liable? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Iam not discussing that question. I only 
want it understood that you are making a change. It has been 
supposed up to this time that a member of Congress was trust- 
worthy in regard to the use of these envelopes. 

A Memper. Iam glad to hear that. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BOUTELLE. That seems to be a matter of ridicule with 
some gentlemen. I allow every man to place his own estimate 
upon himself and his trustworthiness. [Laughter.} Down in 
my part of the country the people are inclined to trust me with 
the use of a 2-cent envelope. But this proposition makes a radical 
change. I do not know whether it is an undesirable change or 
not, but it has a three-hundred-dollar penalty for the use of an 
envelope which we are now authorized to employ in the trans- 
mission of replies to correspondence in regard to public business; 
and it may be just as well that members who are supplied by law, 
by Congress, with the assistance of clerks, to understand if one of 
their assistants should put an unmailable, unfrankable paper in 
one of these envelopes they would be subject to a fine of $300. 

Mr. BRODERICK. The clerk, or member? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. The clerk, or member, or any other person. 

Mr. LOUD. There 1s no doubt but what the violation of the 
law would have to be willful in order to convict the gentleman 


from Maine. 
I do not know. 


ble matter. 


Mr. BOUTELLE. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But does not the law say that the penalty is 
to be imposed where the use of the envelope is made to avoid the 
payment of postage on private matter? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. There area great many cases where the line 
is very difficult to draw,and my judgment would be that it would 
be a great deal better for an occasional slip of that kind to be made, 
with the trivial loss of 2 cents, than it would be to run a quorum 
of the members of the House of Representatives into jail some 
time when we might need them on the floor. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WASHINGTON. Not if they were all trustworthy like 
the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. BARRETT. I desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. You might have tospend more in having 
the Sergeant-at-Arms bring the members into the House than the 
loss on postage. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I will not yield the floor at the 
resent. I want the House to understand just what they are do- 

ngin this matter. There isno doubt but what there is being sent 
through the mails to-day tons of matter where the frank of a mem- 
ber is used without his knowledge or consent. Now, it seems 
lain to any person, I think, that that evil ought to be remedied. 
ere is no other way to remedy it except by providing a penalty. 
I have been in consultation with the Post-Office Department for a 
long time about this matter. They say there is no law providing 
a penalty, that Congress has not seen fit to take any action in this 
matter, and if they were to begin to prosecute for the wrongful 
use of the frank of amember, they can not punish the guilty party. 
Hence the Post-Office Department has continued to take no cog- 
nizance of it whatever. I donotassume that this bill would trench 
on the individual privileges of any member of this House. I think 
the act, by the reading of this bill, must be willful. I do not 
think there is any doubt about that. And. so far as I am con- 
cerned, I would willing to stand a penalty if I willfully com- 
mitted a wrongful act; and I think the gentleman from Maine 
would, too. What amendment does the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts desire to offer? I retain the floor. 

Mr. EVANS. I want to offer an amendment which, it seems to 
me, will obviate the trouble suggested by the gentleman's remarks. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from California yield to 
the gentleman from Kentucky to offer an amendment? 

Mr. LOUD. I yield for the reading of it, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. EVANS. e amendment which I would suggest, Mr. 
Speaker, would be, in line 24, on page 2, to insert after the word 
‘person ” the words ‘‘other than one entitled to the franking 
privilege: ” so that it will read in such a way as to exclude a mem- 

er of Congress, for example, from the provisions of the section, 
and make it apply to a person using his frank entirely unauthor- 
ized * him; and then it seems to me it would meet the objection 
entirely. 

Mr. LOUD. I can not hear the gentleman. 
Tam willing to accept that amendment. - 

Mr. DOCKERY. Ihope the gentleman in charge of the bill will 
not accept that amendment. By implication that gives members 
of Congress clearly the right to violate the law. 

Mr. LOUD. I think it would be so by implication. 


[After a pause. } 


Mr. DOCKERY. Ido not think members want to be putin any 
such attitude as that. 

Mr.LOUD. I donot think the House, on proper second thought, 
ee to put itself in the position of exemption from the 
aw. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would not like to vote on a provision 
that exempted me from the law. 

Mr. DOCKERY. There has been no extension of the franking 


Se the bill? 
Mr. OUD. Not at all. This bill cuts off some of the franking 


privilege. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I would say to the gentleman that I regret 
that the Postmaster of the House, the Clerk, and the t-at- 
Arms are not included in this provision, because the ap- 
propriates a sum of money for that oo 
r. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to hear. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would be very glad to know what 
is being said. If gentlemen would take their seats, most of them, 
and cease conversation, it might be possible to understand what 
is going on. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Will the gentleman from Califor- 
nia let me ask him a question? 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from California yield to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky? 

Mr. LOUD. I believe I will not,on second thought. I yield to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania for a question. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I understand that the gentleman's 


complaint against the abuse of the present privilege is that people 


use the franks of Congressmen without authority. Is that it? 

Mr. LOUD. That is it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. There is no complaint, then, that 
any Member of the House, or any Delegate, has ever abused the 
privilege granted to him by the legislation of last Congress? 

Mr. LOUD. Not that I have heard of. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then why is it —s to in- 
clude in this bill restrictions and penalties on ourselves? clerks 
or others are abusing the privilege, it may be well enough to pro- 
vide a penalty for their acts, but I can not see any reason why we 
should not uphold the dignity of our office as members. of Congress. 

Mr. LOUD. Why should we exempt ourselves? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Why should we put ourselves in 
the penal class unless from some sense of ing? 

Mr. WASHINGTON. Any member who vi the law will 
put himself in the penal class. 

“9 LOUD. 1 yield to the gentleman from Dlinois [Mr. Can- 
won}. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer an amend- 
ment striking out from lines 22 and 23 the words “‘not exceeding 
1 ounce in weight.” I desire to take the sense of the House on 
that amendment. 

Mr. LOUD. I will say to the gentleman that I would greatly 
prefer that he should bring a before the House in 
some other manner. It is an e m of the franking privilege 
which perhaps ought to be considered by the House, but, t- 
ing my own wishes, I do not think that under the conditions which 
surround this bill that amendment should be 

Mr. CANNON. I nape the gentleman will allow the House to 
express its sense u the amendment. ‘ 

Mr. LOUD. I hope the gentleman from Illinois will not press 
the amendment at this time. 

Mr. CANNON. I can offer it in the event that the pre- 
vious question is voted down, and I hope the gentleman from 
California will not require me to make that test with him. 

Mr. LOUD. I earnestly hope, Mr. , that the gentleman 
from Illinois will not press that am nt upon this measure. 
If we want to extend the franking privilege, let us do it in another 


way. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, Hf pn ners op ey een 
to ask the gentleman having this in charge if it is inten- 
tion, as evidenced by his statements to the gentleman from [li- 
nois and the gentleman from Kentucky, to move the vious 
ate upon this bill without allowing amendments to be 
offered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that is hardly a parlia- 
mentary inquiry, but rather an inquiry to be addressed to the 
gentleman from California. Does:the gentleman from California 


ask for the previous question? : 

Mr. LOUD. I will say, Mr. , that that is my intention. 
I yield now to the gentleman Iowa [Mr. PERKINS], unless 
the gentleman from Massachusetts desires to propound some 
question. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I do desire to ask a question. I 
would like to ask the gentleman whether it is his intention to 
move the previous question on this bill without affording to the 
gentleman from Tinois and the gentleman from Kentucky an 


ity to offer the amendments which have already 
ie ieated. ” _ 
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Mr. LOUD. I will say to the gentleman that that is my 
tion. 
or. BARRETT. Then, Mr. Speaker, I trust that the House 
will vote down the demand for the previous question 


Mr. LOUD. They have that privilege, of course. I yield now 
to the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. PeRKINs]. : 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Speaker, the provisions of this bill change 
existing law in only two particulars. In the first place, a limita- 
tion is placed upon the right of the Secretary of the Senate and of 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives to use the franking 
privilege; that is, the right is not extended to them after the expi- 
ration of their terms of office. The only other change is contained 
in the proviso in the end of the bill which provides that any per- 
son who shall use the franking —— without authority, or in 
a manner Violative of the law, shall subject to the specified 

yenalty. At the present time there is no penalty upon the statute 

Coote for the violation by anybody of this privilege which is ex- 
tended by law to members of Congress. Anyone, anywhere, can 
use the frank of a member and there is no penalty for it. The 
provision of this bill is intended not to reflect upon members of 
Congress, but to prevent the fraudulent use of franks by those who 
are not entitled to use them. I can see no objection to the qualifi- 
cation of this proviso in line 26 by inserting before the word‘ shall” 
the word ‘‘ willfully;” but certainly there ought to be some pen- 
alty for the fraudulent use of the Frankin g privilege as extended 
to members of Congress by law. That can now be done promis- 
cuously, and no ty attaches. The provision of this bill is 
intended to stop that abuse, or subject those who ——— it to 
the same penalty which now applies in the case of departmental 
business. 

Mr. LACEY. I notice in lines 26 and 27 the words “‘or shall 
insert in such envelope printed or written matter not entitled to 
be transmitted free of tage,” etc. Now, suppose a member 
receives a letter in to a pension matter, and after looking it 
up answers the inquiry, and in doing so adds the compliments of 
the season, or, perhaps, sends a message of some private character 
toone of his friends. In such a case the member would be, as I 
understand, = to a penalty of $300. 

Mr. PERKINS. I do notso understand. Isuppose any gentle- 
man would be permitted, in such a case, without violating his 
privilege, to write a courteous letter. 

Mr. BOUTELLB... Not under this bill. 

Mr. LOUD. I will say to the gentleman from Iowa that, if the 
amendment will obviate objection on the part of any members, I 
will assent to inserting the word ‘‘ willfully ’ after the word ‘‘ shall” 
in line 26. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California, as the Chair 
understands, moves to amend by inserting after the word ‘‘ shall,” 
in line 26, the word “ willfully.” 

Mr. TRACEY. If taere is any merit in that amendment, the 
word ‘ willfully” should also be inserted after the word ‘‘ shall” 
in line 24, It is just as necessary in the one case as in the other. 

Mr. LOUD. I assent to the amendment a the purpose 
of relieving the sensitive feelings of some mem of Congress. 
Line 24 does not refer to members of Con, 

Mr. TRACEY. It says ‘“‘any pérson.” I assume it might in- 
clude a member of Congress. 

_ Mr. LOUD. Lassume that the bill ‘would be construed as imply- 
ing the term “willfully.” Ido not think there is any necessity 
for the amendment. 

Mr. TRACEY. If the amendment be inserted in line 26, it cer- 
tainly ought to be inserted also in line 24. 

Mr. LOUD. I do not think so. 

Mr. TRACEY. The effect is precisely the same in each case. 

Mr. WrtuiaM A. STONE rose. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from California yield to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania? 

Mr. LOUD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. Would not thegentlemanconsent to 
add, after the word “ ess,” in the twentieth line of page 2, the 
words “ Secretary of the te and Clerk of the House?” These 
officers have now no franking privilege at all, except in reference 
to books. It would seem proper to give them the same privilege 
that is intended to be conferred in the first section. 

Mr. LOUD. I hope the gentleman will not press that amend- 
ment now, because this bill does not seek to extend the franking 
pis If the House wants to consider that question, I prefer 
t should be taken up in another manner. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But at the present time the Clerk 
of the House and the Secretary of the Senate have to pay their 
own on official correspondence. They have not been 
included in previous legislation on this subject at all. It would 
seem to be that they should be covered by this bill. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Allow me to suggest that the law now makes 
an oan for postage of $100 each year to the Postmaster 
of , $300 to the Clerk of the House, and $200 to the 
Sergeant-at-Arms., 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONB. So do members receive an appro- 


iation for postage. 
Mr. DOCRERY. ars , 

_Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I had hoped that when this ques- 
tion came up these officers would be included among those entitled 
to the benefit of the franking privilege. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Certainly, they ought to be. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I will not press the amendment 
now, however, if the gentleman from California objects to it. 

Mr. LOUD. I see no objection to the proposition or its merits, 
But to be frank with the gentleman, there is this objection: If the 
door be opened in one direction he can readily see that there may 
be no end to amendments of this sort. I should prefer, therefore, 
that any measures for the extension of the franking privilege 
should be dealt with in another manner than on this bill. 

Mr. DOCKERY: Allowmea suggestion in thisconnection. It 
is not my purpose to offer any amendment, because I can see that 
the offering of one amendment may lead to the offering of others 
and thus perhaps embarrass this bill. Butif there were submitte 
to the House a measure to which the amendment would be proper, 
I should offer an amendment to include among those entitled to 
the franking privilege the Clerk, the Sergeant-at-Arms, and the 
Postmaster of the House. I believe that money would be saved 
to the Government by such a provision. In the current legisla- 
tive appropriation bill we have appropriated for postage on official 
letters $300 for the Clerk, $100 for the Postmaster, and $200 for the 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 

A MemBer. And those officers use the money, do they not? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Ihave no doubt they do. Still, I think that 
by granting them the franking privilege the Government would 
save money. 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. I should prefer to offer the amend- 
ment I have indicated, if the gentleman from California will 
allow it to be offered. 

Mr. LOUD. If the gentleman can get unanimous consent for 
his amendment, I will not object to its insertion. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The proposition is simply to per- 
mit the Clerk of the House, the Doorkeeper, the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and the Postmaster to have the same privilege now accorded to 
members in reference to the franking of public documents. 

Mr.HULL. Have they notalready afund provided for postage? 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. Precisely the sameas we have, but 
that does not cover the expense. : Iask unanimous consent to offer 
thatamendment. 

Mr. BARRETT. I will certainly object if it contemplates only 
a single amendment—— 

Mr, DOCKERY. I will object if it contemplates this privilege 
in addition to the postage already authorized. My understanding 
was that this was to be in lieu of that, and would in the end bea 
saving of expense. In other words, that while the franking privi- 
lege was extended, it would result in cutting off the allowance for 
postage hereafter. 

Mr. LOUD. Your committee will have the control of that. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. If weare going to do this at all, 
we must do it properly, and extend this privilege where it is so 
much needed, in the manner I have suggested, all at once. 

Mr. PERKINS. What is the gentleman’s amendment? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. In general terms, to extend the 
franking privilege to the Clerk of the House, Doorkeeper, Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, and the Postmaster. 

Mr. BARRETT. I object to the request of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania unless all others are permitted to offer amend- 
ments. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. 
sition yet, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman objects to a part of it. 
[Laughter. 

Mr. BARRETT. I object unless all other members are granted 
the right to offer amendments. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I think I shall have to call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then I hope the demand will be 
voted down. 

Mr. BARRETT. Pending that demand, Mr. Speaker, I offer 
the following motion. 

The SPEAKER. What motion does the gentleman submit? 

Mr. BARRETT. A motion to recommit the bill. 

I move to recommit this bill to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads with instructions not to report the bill again 
except with the words “not exceeding 1 ounce in weight,” in lines 
22 and 23, stricken out, and the words ‘‘ not entitled to the frank- 
ing privilege under this act” be first inserted after the word 
**person,” in line 24. This motion embraces the amendments 
offered by the gentleman from Kentucky and the gentleman from 
Illinois. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Will you include my amendment . 
also among them? 


I have not stated all of my propo- 
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Mr. BROMWELL. The gentleman makes his motion to re- 
commit this to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- Roads. 
It should be the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iam perfectly willing, I will say to the 
gentleman, that it shall go to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. It ought to go to a committee having jurisdic- 
tion of the matter if it is to be recommitted at all. 

Mr. BARRETT. I will change my motion and move that it be 
recommitted to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. LOUD. How can that motion be submitted now? 

Mr. DOCKERY. It can be done after the previous question 
has been ordered, under the rule. 

The SPEAKER. After the demand for the previous question 
on the passage. It could not be done until after the bill had been 
passed to its engrossment. : 

The first question is on the motion for thé previous question. 
Does the gentleman from California make his demand up to the 
engrossment, or to the Tones of the bill? 

r. LOUD. On the bill to its ae 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Shall the previous question 
be ordered? 

The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 37, 
noes 73. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I make the point of order that no quorum 
has voted; but pending that, I will withdraw the point and the 
bill from consideration. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Can the gentleman from Tennessee with- 
draw the bill now, at this stage? 

Mr. DOCKERY. There has been no vote upon it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And no amendment adopted. 

The SPEAKER. There has been no vote or amendment, as the 
Chair is informed. The question would arise whether, the com- 
mittee having presented the bill, or directed it to be presented, it 
can be withdrawn in this way. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Is the bill not now in the possession of the 
House to determine whether it will order the previous question 
and cut off all debate, or go on debating it? e seem to have a 
sort of clutch on it, one way or the other. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules of the House, a bill may be 
withdrawn. 

But the Chair would like to understand exactly the motion and 
the condition of the bill. Was the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from California agreed to? 

Mr. LOUD. Amendments were accepted. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But there was no vote. They were not 
submitted to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee on the question of the right to withdraw a bill which has 
been presented by a committee. 

Mr. BARRETT. Pending that decision, I desire to submit to 
the Chair that I have already, under the rule, a motion pending 
for a recommittal with instructions, and until that motion is dis- 
posed of it is not in order to withdraw the bill from the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That motion would not be in order until 
after the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. That motion could not be voted upon until 
the bill had passed to engrossment. 

Mr. BARRETT. The rule says that “‘ pending the motion for 
the previous question upon the final passage it shall be in order 
for the Speaker to entertain and submit a motion to recommit.” 
A motion has been made and was pending for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. But it is the previous question on the passage 
which is referred to. 

Mr. BARRETT. The gentleman from California [Mr. Loup 
expressly stated that he moved the previous question up to an 
including the passage of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Precisely. A motioncan be made for the ng 
vious question upon the engrossment and third reading of a bill, 
or it can be double and made on the engrossment and third reading 
of the bill and its passage; but the place where the motion to re- 
commit comes in is atter the bill has passed to its engrossment and 
third reading, and when the question of its passage is pending. 

Mr. B. ETT. Mr. 8S er, the rule is very explici 

The SPEAKER. Theruleseems to the Chair to be explicit, and 
the practice of the House agrees with the understanding which the 


Chair is trying to present. 
Mr. BARRETT. Then, Mr. S 





aker, I wish to submit this 
proposition: That where a rule of the House states a case as clearly 
as it is possible for the English language to express it, members 
who may not be used to the practice of the House are entitled to 
have the rules enforced as they are printed. This rule is as clear 
as the English can make it. It says that pending the 
—— for the previous question on the pensage it shall 
order for the Speaker to entertain a motion to recommit, 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair has endeavored to explain to the 
gentleman—probably it is the fault of the Chair in not being able 
to explain it clearly—but the proposition is that it is the motion 
for the previous question upon the final that is spoken of 
as pending, and during the ——— or after the passage of which 
a motion to commit may submitted. Now, the rule of the 
House permits a double motion, which is to move the previous 
question on the engrossment to the passage, so that when under 
the operation of that double motion, or a motion double in its 
effect, a motion to recommit is presented, it must wait until the 
bill has passed to be en. before it can become pending, 
Such has always been the ruling in the House, and such, as it 
seems to the Chair, is the plain meaning of the rule. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, will the Chair allow me for a 
moment—— 

Mr. BOUTELLE. One moment. Does that involve a condi- 
tion of things in which a gentleman, by vewy bees the previous 

uestion, including the engrossment and up to the passage, would 
eprive members of the privilege of moving to recommit? 
eSPEAKER. Not at all. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Then the Chair understands that the motion 
must still be acted upon—— 

The SPEAKER. It is simply a question as to when the motion 
to recommit becomes effective in the pr . 

Mr. BOUTELLE. But the point is that the previous question, 
as the —- is now, does not include the of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The bill could be paso ta this way: First, by 
a motion for the previous question upon the engrossment of the 
bill, and then the previous question would exhaust itself, and the 
question might become a subject of discussion if the previous 
question were not renewed on the passages and it is at that time 
that the motion to recommit is admissible under our rules, upon 
the theory that the House, having amended the bill, and having 
ordered it to be engrossed, and having presumably examined the 
engrossed copy, is not satisfied with the amendments which have 
been made in the bill, and therefore wants to recommit it, and 
then the House has a last chance to send it to a committee. 
According to our system, the billis up. The House has the right 
to send it to a committee or a right to amendit. It chooses to 
amend it. Having amended it, and having had it Me emer and 
having examined it, the House comes to the conclusion that it is 
not satisfied with the bill, and therefore, by its rules, gives itself 
the right to send it again to a committee, to enable them to make 
such changes as may make it more acceptable to the House. 

Now, where the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BARRETT] 
is misled is in the joining together, by the rule of the House, of the 
two motions for the previous question—the one on the motion that 
the bill be en, , and the other on the motion for the passage. 
Now, that seems to the Chair to be clear. 


Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, will the Chair allow me to weary 
him for one moment? 


The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. BARRETT. The point I make isin a different line. Now, 
the question is whether or not a motion for the previous question 
is pending after it has been adopted. contend that a 
question is pending in this House before it is voted upon, and that 
after it has been voted upon it is no longer pending. I think any 
gentleman in this House or in the chair will agree to that propo- 
sition. Then the only time to make the motion to recommit, 
under the rule which says it may be made “‘ pending” the motion 
for the previous question, is to make it before the motion for the 
previous question is voted on. It is only voted on once, and the 
time I suggest is the only time the motion can be made “ pending” 
the motion for the previous question. 

Now, the rule says that while a motion for the previous ques- 
tion is pending on the final passage of the bill, then a motion to 
recommit may be made. The Chair says that only after the pre- 
vious question is ordered—and therefore the motion for it is no 
longer pending—a motion to recommit may be made on the final 

, after the bill has been engrossed. 

I claim that the rule clearly states that either before or after 

the previous question is ordered—and in this p it is only 
voted on once—the motion to recommit may be made and must 
be submitted. 
I contend that if this rule means anything it means that a 
motion to recommit may be made when the previous question is 
pending—the previous question that is voted on—and it certainly 
is not pending after it has been adopted. When I offered my 
motion to recommit the bill, it was pending. The Chair says that 
after the motion for the ious question has been adopted—it 
certainly is not then pending—then it is in order to move to re- 
commit. I concede that. But the rule says that it shall be in 
order both while the previous question is pending and after it is 
adopted. This practice deprives the House of its right to vote on 
The SPEAKER. “That refers to the pris 

The SP i pees Se Pees meee, Se Oe 
previous question on the final passage of the 
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Mr. BARRETT. It was for the panes of the bill that the 
gentleman from California asked the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to recommit cannot come in until 
after the bill has been engrossed. — 

Mr. BARRETT. I ask the Chair, in order that I may under- 
stand this matter, and I know many members desire to understand 
it, whether or not when the tleman from California moves the 
previous question on the aren of this bill that that motion 
is pending after it has been adopted 

The SPEAKER. It is pen but as to two =. The 
motion for the engrossment and the motion for the ; 
and under the practice of the House, for the reasons which the 
Chair has given, the motion to recommit comes in before the 
motion for Re and after engrossment. 

Mr. BARRETT. Iap iate the point made by the Chair, and 
can see where the sactos may have arisen; but I respectfully 
contend that a motion that may be made pending any certain 
motion must be made before that motion is adopted, for after it 
is adopted it is no longer pending. I do not deny the practice. I 
affirm that the practice is in violation of the plain reading of the 
rule. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will see that the original rule 
did not allow two motions for the previous question to be made at 
the same time, and when the change was made it was made pend- 
ing the custom already established, and that attached itself to the 

ractice of the House, as the Chair has described; and such has 
Som the practice of the House. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is the history of it. 

The SPEAKER. That has been the history of it. 

Mr.BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I do not contend but that it may 
have been the practice of the House, but I do most certainly say 
that, so far as my knowledge of interpretation of the English lan- 
guage is concerned, there can only be one interpretation = upon 
this rule, and that is that the motion to recommit can be made 
while the eg question is pending. The la of the 
rule, if explicit, is final, and when adopted abroga all previ- 
ous customs inconsistent with it. That is the point. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know whether the inter- 
pretation can be properly placed there or not; but the House has 
placed it there for a great many * eae 

Mr. LOUD. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

’ ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the r signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which the penalty of 
death may be inflicted; 

A bill (H. R. 1261) for the relief of John Kehl and to restore 
him to his former rating; 

A bill (H. R. 2328) for the relief of Patrick Raney; 

Joint resolution (H. Res, 213) to permit the railroads in the Dis- 
trict to comm additional of streets to accommodate the 
traveling pe c attending the ina ceremonies; 

A bill (H. R, 6608) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
mili record of George W. Taylor; 

A bill (H. R. 2259) for the relief of William B. Ellis; and 

A bill (H. R. 3118) granting a pension to Margaret A. Kidwell. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was nted as follows: 

To Mr. KuLP, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Hutina, for four days, on account of important busi- 









EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commnu- 
— os tions were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 

ollows: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting in detail infor- 
mation concerning changes in the force of the office from March 
4, 1893, to June 5, 1896—to the Committee on Reform in the Civil 
Service, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
reply to the resolution of the House of June 9, 1896, relating to 
the material of minor coins—to the Committee on Coinage, 
oo and Measures, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- ; 
ting a communication from the Secretary of the Interior relat- 
ing to the reimbursement of David F. Day, United States Indian 
agent at the Southern Ute Agency, Colo.—to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, submit- : 
ting an estimate for an appropriation for compiling a digest of a 
certain decisions and —— relating to Indian affairs—to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a copy of a communication from the Commissioner of Fish 
and Fisheries, submitting certain changes in estimates—to the 
Committee on my neem and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a list of leases 
ea during the calendar year 1896—to the Committee on Mili- 

y Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Postmaster-General, transmitting, in response 
to the resolution of the House of June 5, 1896, a statement relating 
to changes in the force of employees in the Post-Office Depart- 
ment—to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in 
response to the resolution of the House of June 5, 1896, a state- 
ment showing certain conditions relating to the employees in the 

artment—to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, 
and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. FLETCHER, from the Committee on Interstate and For- 
an Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House 
(H. R. 9788) to authorize the Union Railroad Company to con- 
struct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River, re- 
ported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2488); which said bill and report were referred to the House 
Calendar. 

Mr. BRODERICK, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 8050) entitled ‘‘An 
act to validate the appointments, acts, and services of certain 
deputy United States marshals in the Indian Territory, and for 
other purposes,” reported the same without amendment, accom- 
panied by a report (No. 2489); which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. TATE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which was 
referred the bill of the Senate (S. 1211) entitled ‘‘An act author- 
izing and directing the Secretary of the Navy to contract for the 
purchase cf a lot of land opposite the Gosport Navy-Yard,” re- 
ported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2499); which said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9901) to 7 
detach the county of Audrain from the western district of Mis- 
souri and to attach the same to the eastern district of said State 
of Missouri, reported the same without amendment, accompanied 
by a report (No. 2500); which said bill and report were referred 
to the House Calendar. 







































































ness. 
To Mr, Manon, for three days, on account of important busi- 


ness. 
To Mr. Dovener, for five days, on account of important busi- 
ness, 


To Mr. Witu1am F, ALDRICH, indefinitely, on account of im- 
portant business, 
To Mr. McLaurw, for five days, on account of important busi- 
ness. 

To Mr. Sora, for ten days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. Henry of Indiana, for four days, on account of impor- 
tant business. 

To Mr. Noonan, for ten days, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Farts, for one week, on account of important business. 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to announce the following 
committee appointments: 
Mr. Stoxgs of South Carolina, to the Committees on Agriculture 
and pean on Public Buildings. 

Mr. Ornisp, to the Committees on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads and Mileage. 

Mr. Boatner, to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

a BaILey, to the a Rules. a 

€ motion to adjourn was t to; and accor (at 

5 o'clock and 8 minutes p. m.) a tas aibomaiile oY 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. NEILL, from the Committee on War Claims: A resolu- 
tion (No. 485) to refer the bills (H. R. 9441) for the relief of estate 
of Alice Hardaway, deceased, late of Benton County, Miss., and 

H. R. 6051) for the relief of the estate of Samuel N. White, 
leceased, late of West Feliciana Parish, La., to the Court of 
Claims. (Report No. 2490.) 

By Mr. ON, from the Committee on War Claims: A reso- 

lution (No. 486) to refer the bill of the House (H. R. 8097) for the 
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relief of the heirs of the late J. H. McVeigh, of Alexandria, to the 
Court of Claims. (Report No. 2491.) 

By Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 5327) to grant a pension to James J. Gibbs, of 
Knox County, Tenn. (Report No. 2494.) 

3y Mr. BAKER of Kansas, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions: The bill (S. 3035) entitled ‘‘An act granting a pension 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Gnash.” (Report No. 2495.) 

By Mr. MILES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 9481) to increase the pension of Alice De K. Shattuck. 
(Report No, 2496.) 

By Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 7122) granting a pension to Maria E. Hess, widow 
of Florian Hess. (Report No. 2497.) 

By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 9337) granting an increase of pension to Mazie V. Sul- 
livan. (Report No. 2498.) 





CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, committees were discharged from 
the consideration of the following bills; which were referred as 
follows: 

The bill (H. R. 9719) granting arrears of pension to H. Morris 
Husband—Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, and re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Petition of Catherine C. Smith, praying for an appropriation of 
$1,200 on account of service of her brother in the late war—Com- | 
mittee on Claims discharged, and referred to the Committee on | 
War Claims. y 

Petition of John C. Richey, praying for a pension—Committee on 
Claims discharged, and referred to the Committee on War Claims. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. QUIGG: A bill (H. R. 9946) wt, woe the importation 
= impure and unwholesome tea—to the Committee on Ways and 

eans. 

By Mr. HARRISON: A bill (H. R. 9947) appointing a commis- 
sion to settle the indebtedness of the bond-aided Pacific railroads 
to the Government—to the Committee on Pacific Railroads. 

By Mr. LACEY: A bill (H. R. 9948) to amend subdivision 10 of 
section 2238 and to repeal subdivision 12 of section 2238 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States—to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

By Mr. BARHAM: A bill (H. R. 9949) to provide a life-saving 
station at or near Point Arena, Mendocino County, in the State of 
California—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A bill (H. R. 9960) to continue the im- 

rovement of the Tennessee River between Chattanooga and 

iverton—-to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: A resolution (House Res. No. 482) rela- 
tive to the consideration of such bills as are in order at Friday 
ee sessions on Tuesday, the 19th instant—to the Committee 
on hules. 

By Mr. COBB: A resolution (House Res. No. 483) to pay $100 
to Kendall Lee for caring for room of Committee on Accounts— 
to the Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. TRACEY: A resolution (House Res. No. 484) to pay to 
widow of John Ryan a sum equal to six months’ salary eek $250 
for funeral expenses—to the Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. BULL: A resolution (House Res. No. 487) tocompensate 
William Tyler Page for services rendered in the Clerk’s office 
during the Fifty-fourth Congress—to the Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. LEWIS: A concurrent resolution (House Con. Res. 
No. 64) to print 15,000 additional copies of Messages and Papers 
of the Presidents—to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. OTJEN: A concurrent resolution Tie Con. Res. 
No. 65) to print 15,000 additional copies of Messages and Papers 
of the Presidents—to the Committee on Printing. 





PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. APSLEY: A bill (H. R. 9950) granting a pension to 
Egbert A. Stricksma—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CLARDY: A bill (H. R. 9951) for the relief of John J. 
Stodghill—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H, R. 9952) granting 
increase of pension to Jonathan Welch—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FENTON: A bill ne 9953) for the relief of Gabriel 
a artley, of Portsmouth, Ohio—to the Committee on Military 

airs. 
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By Mr. GIBSON: A bill (H. R. 9954) for the relief of the 
National Guards of East Tennessee—to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: A bill (H. R. 9955) for the relief of the 
city of Dubuque, in the State of Iowa—to the Committee on 
Claims. 

By Mr. TUCKER: A bill (H. R. 9956) for the relief of George 
D. Wise, of Richmond, Va.—to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9957) for the relief of the legal resenta- 
tives of Paul McNeel, deceased, of Pocahontas County, W. Va.— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: A bill (H. R. 9958) for the relief of Wil- 
liam F. Haralson, of Scott County, Miss.—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9959) to grant an honorable dis- 
charge to Thomas J. Goolman, private Company I, Third Indiana 
Cavalry—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following a and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ACHESON: Petition of Joseph C. Marshall, of Broad- 
ford, Pa., for the passage of an act pensioning Union soldiers who 
were confined in rebel prisons—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Also, remonstrance of L. H, Turner, of McKees Rocks, Pa., and 
the Master Car Builders’ Association, opposing the ane uso 
or the introduction of the metric system into the United States at 
any time—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

Also, petition of Dr. Byron Clark, of Washi Pa., for a 
duty on hides—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, resolution of the National Board of Trade, favoring an 
amendment of the interstate-commerce law—to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of the Grocers and Manufacturers’ Exchange 
of Philadelphia, Pa., favoring the creation of a department of com- 
merce and manufactures—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce, ' 

Also, petition of H. W. Talmage. publisher of the Lighthouse, 
McKeesport, Pa.; also petition of Oscar E. Lindborn, publisher 
of the Swedish Weekly, of McKeesport, Pa., against the passage 
of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class mail matter—to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missou?i: Petition of Jonathan Welch, of 
Macon, Mo., to accompany House bill for increase of pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ree Genamen a mp mags of bonnet - of meesett, 
Pa., praying that e88 8 per protect the 
interests of Americans in Turkey—to the. Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

By Mr. LACEY: Resolutions of the Iowa Academy of Science, 
against Senate bill No. 1552, ‘for the prevention of cruelty to 
animals in the District of Columbia”—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. LOUDENSLAGER: Petition of Jackson Circle, No. 4, 
Brotherhood of the Union, of Camden, N. J., favoring the pas- 
sage of House bill No. 6119, known as the Phillips bill—to the 
Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. METKLEJOHN: Petition of the Congregational church 
of Neligh, Nebr., urging that the Government immediately secure 
satisfaction for damages to American citizens and property in 
Turkey—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MERCER: Protest of the American Publishing Com- 
any; also of = of the Western Cyclist; also of the 
venska Journalen, all of Omaha, Nebr.; also of the Times, Bea- 

trice, Nebr., and of the Gazette, of Waterloo, Nebr., against the 
passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class mail mat- 
ter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. QUIGG: Sundry petitions of members of the Tea Trade 
residmg in San Francisco, Cal., Chicago, Ill., Philadelphia, Pa.. 
Baltimore, Md., and Portland, Me., for passage of an act to 
prevent the increasing importations into the United States of 
oe and unwholesome teas—to the Committee on Ways and 

eans. 

By Mr. SMITH of Michigan: Petition of J. L. Thomas and 
others, of the State of Michigan, asking for the passage of the 
a hg the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By : LER: Protests of James, of Florence, Ala.; 
R. W. Massey, of Montgomery, Ala.; Forbes Li ic Manu- 
facturing Company, of ton, Mass., and others, against the pas- 
sage of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class mail matter— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WOOD: Evidence in sw of House bill No. 9525, to 

| correct the military record of J. NcNamur—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 
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SENATE. 


WEDNESDAY, January 13, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mitsurn, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 


GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE EMPLOYEES. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Public Printer, transmitting, in response to a resolution 
of June 10, 1896, a report of Mr. James E. Teale, cashier of the 
Government Printing Office, relative to employees of that office 
who have accrued and unpaid leaves of absence; which, with the 
accompanying papers, was ordered to lie on the table and be 


printed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills and joint resolutions: : : 

A bill (HL R. 1725) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and 
Gulf Railway Company to construct and maintain a bridge across 
Red River at the city of Alexandria, La.; 

A bill (S. 1741) to authorize the Muskogee, Oklahoma and West- 
ern Railroad Company to construct and operate a line of railway 
through Oklahoma and the Indian Territory, and for other pur- 


Ses; 
Pot bill (S. 2334) construing the acts of Congress in relation to 
the award of life-saving medals; ; : 

A joint resolution (S. R. 133) authorizing Surg. P. M. Rixey to 
accept from the King of Spain the grand cross of naval merit with 
the white distinction mark in recognition of services rendered to 
the officer and sailors of the Santa Maria who were injured by 
an explosion on that ship and 

A joint resolution (S. R. 189) for the erection of a Government 
building at the Tennessee Centennial E. ition. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the bill 
(S. 1722) to approve and ratify the construction of a bridge across 
the Sulphur River, in the State of Arkansas, by the Texarkana 
aud Fort Smith Railway Company, with amendments in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the House had the 
following bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 5635)-to amend section 1754 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, relating to preferences in the civil service; 

A bill (H. &. 6780) toamend section 2335 of the Revised Statutes; 

A bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad bridges across the Cum- 
berland and Tennessee rivers in Kentucky; 

A bill (H. R. 8814) to authorize the construction by the Duluth 
and North Dakota Railroad Company of two bridges across the 
Red River of the North between the States of Minnesota and North 
Dakota; and : 

A bill (H. R. 9733) to authorize the Union Railroad Company to 
construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills and joint resolution; and they 
were thereupon signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which the penalty of 
death may be inflicted; 

A bill (H. R. 1261) for the relief of John Kehl, and to restore 
him to his former rating; 

A bill (H. R. 2259) for the relief of William B. Ellis; 

A bill (H. R. 2328) for the relief of Patrick Rainey; 

A bill (H. R. 3113) granting a pension to Margaret A. Kidwell; 

A bill (H. R. 6603) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
military record of George W. Taylor; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 213) to mit the railroads in the 
District of Columbia to occupy additional parts of streets to 
accommodate the traveling public attending the inaugural cere- 
monies, 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to movean executive session for a few 
minutes. I make that motion. 

The motion.was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After two hours and ten min- 
utes spent in executive session the doors were reopened. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

_ Mr. McMILLAN presented the memorials of H. O. Fifield, pub- 
lisher of the Daily Herald, of Menominee; of Benno Muehlen, pub- 
lisher of the Freie Presse, of Bay City; of A. 8. White, 
of the Michigan Artisan Company; of Charles A. Osborn, publisher 
of the News, of Sault Ste. Marie, and of W. H. Ega , of Dun- 


dee, all in the State of Michigan, remonstrating — pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-c mail mat- 
ho referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 


He also presented the petitions of Paul Griffith, pastor of St. 


A tine’s Church; of the Woman’s Home Missionary Society; 
of St. Paul’s English Lutheran Church; of Plymouth Congrega- 
tional Church; of the First Congregational Church; of the united 
faculties of Howard University, and of the Universalist Church 
Society (Church of Our Father), all in the city of Washington, 
D. C., praying for the passage of the so-called Shannon bill, rais- 
ing the age of protection for girls in the District of Columbia to 
18 years; which were referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. ALLEN presented resolutions adopted at a mass meeting of 
citizens of every race and color, held at New York City December 
18, 1896, favoring action by the Senate to do all in its power to 
give immediate relief to the victims of oppression and despotic 
rule in Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr.GEAR. I presenta communication from C. P. Huntington, 
together with a copy of the lease of the Central Pacific Railroad 
Company to the Southern Pacific Company and amendments 
thereto to date. I move that the communication and accompan y- 
ing papers be printed and referred to the Committee on Pacific 
Railroads. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GEAR. I also present a communication from E. Ellery 
Anderson, on the part of the receivers, containing a detailed state- 
ment of the stocks and bonds of the Union Pacific Railway Com- 
pany, referred to in the resolution submitted by the Senator from 
South Dakota [Mr. Pettigrew}. I move that the communication 
and accompanying documents be printed and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pacific Railroads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRICE presented a petition of the Bronze Club of Cleve 
land, Ohio, praying for the passage of the so-called Cameron reso- 
lution in regard to the Cuban situation; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the New Holland Leader, of 
New Holland, Ohio, remonstrating against the passage of the so- 
called Lond bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was 
referred to the Committee on Posf-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. FRYE presented the petition of Judson B. Bryant and 73 
other citizens of Wayne, Me., praying for the enactment of legis- 
lation prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol 
building; which, was referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
—— and Grounds. 

Mr. DANIEL presented a petition of Post A, Virginia Division 
Travelers’ Protective Association of America, praying for the es- 
tablishment of a department of commerce and manufactures; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented the memorials of W. H. W. Moran, publisher 
of the Manassas Journal; of James Cannor, jr., publisher of the 
Methodist Recorder; of B. J. Hillegi, publisher of the Normal 
News; of M. L. Harmon, publisher of the Normal News; of Nathan 
T. Stout, publisher of the Messenger; of Greek D. Brown, pub- 
lisher of the Grayson Gazette; of C. B. Cannady, publisher of the 
Roanoke Collegian; of J. F. Winn, M. D., publisher of the Rich- 
mond Journal of Practice; of John Mitchell, jr., publisher of the 
Planet; of Frank St. Clair, publisher of the Southern Virginia 
Enterprise; of Gilbert N. Knight, publisher of the Big Stone Gap 
Post; of W. H. Stroud, publisher of the Southwestern Democrat, 
and of C. A. Brice, publisher of the Southern Clinic, all in the 
State of Virginia, remonstrating against the passage of the so- 
called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


INSURANCE CLAIMS. 


Mr. BRICE. I present a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, together with one from the Auditor for the War 
Department, transmitting a list of claims allowed by the Second 
Comptroller and Acting Second Comptroller, in favor of sundry 
insurance companies, for amounts paid for the loss of steamboats, 
which was settled for under the act of March 83,1849. I move that 
the communications be printed and referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

e motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2588) forthe relief of George S. Simon, reported 
it with an amendment. 

Mr. STEWART, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the amendment submitted by himself on December 21, 
1896, intended to be proposed to the sundry civil appropriation 
bill, reported it favorably, and moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, with the accompanying report, and 
ordered to be printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. McMILLAN, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9647) to authorize the 
extension of the lines of the Metropolitan Railroad Company of 
the District of Columbia, reported it with amendments, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon. 
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Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 3477) to remove the charge of de- 
sertion from the military record of William H. Linton, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also. from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 1427) to provide for promoting Capt. William N. Tisdall, 
United States Army, now on the retired list, to the rank of major, 
reported it without amendmént, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. BURROWS, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3423) for the allowance of certain claims for 
stores and supplies reported by the Court of Claims under the pro- 
visions of the act approved March 3, 1883, and commonly known 
as the Bowman Act, reported it with amendments. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 130) to carry out the findings of the Court of Claims 
in the case of Augustus P. Burditt, reported it without amend- 
ment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. LODGE, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, re- 

orted an amendment intended to be proposed to the consular and 
Sisdoenatio appropriation bill; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRICE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2752) granting a pension to Wilson S. Hulse, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2995) granting a pension to James M. Dennison, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3516) granting a pension to Louise Van Atter, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 1190) for the relief of Lizzie M. Sibley, reported it without 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. SHOUP, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3451) ae a pension to Rebecca P. Quint, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

ie also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 8445) to increase the pension of Capt. John H. Mullen, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Hie also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3408) granting a pension to Ann King, widow of Samuel 
King. deceased, reported it without amendment, and submitted a 
report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 8504) granting arrears of pension to H, Morris Husband, 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and that it 
be referred to the Committee on Claims; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the Committee on Education and Labor, to whom 
was referred sundry petitions from the Congregational Church of 
Danville, Iowa, and 300 citizens of New London, Iowa, praying 
for the enactment of legislation to prohibit the sale of intoxicat- 
ing liquors in any building owned by the United States Govern- 
ment, asked that it be discharged from the further consideration 
of the petitions, and that they be referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TELLER, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the amendment submitted by Mr. WALTHALL on the 6th 
instant, intended to be proposed to the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill, reported it without amendment, and 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on Appropriations 
and printed; which was agreed to. 

JOHN KEEFE. 

Mr. TELLER. Iam directed 34 the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4538) for the relief of John 
Keefe, to report it favorably, and submit a written report thereon. 
I will say that this bill involves a little matter of but $220 to pay 
a laborer in Syracuse, N. Y., and that it has the approval of the 
Treasury Department. I therefore ask that it may = considered 
at this time and put on its passage. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to pay to John 
Keeie, of Syracuse, N. Y., the sum of $220, in full compensation 
for his services as engineer in the United States court-house and 
post-office building in Syracuse, N. Y., for the months of July and 
August, 1888, and from June 1 to August 17, 1889. 

he bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
USE OF THE LIBRARY BUILDING. 


Mr. MORRILL. Iam directed by the Committee on Additional 
Accommodations for the Library of Congress to report back the 
resolution which I send to the desk. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HItt in the chair). The 
resolution will be read. 

‘Tne Secretary read as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of ne concurring), That the 
es roviding additional accommodations for the Library of Congress 


not used or occupied, nor any part thereof, for any purpose other 
that legitimately connected with the aforesaid Library 0¢ Oohgreas. 
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Mr. MORRILL. [am directed by the committee to ask imme- 
diate consideration of the resolution, to which I think there wil] 
be no objection. 

Mr. TELLER. Let it be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the resolution? 

Mr. ALLEN. Letit be again read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theresolution will be again read. 

The Secretary read the resolution. 

Mr. HALE. I wish the Senator who has reported the resolution 
would state to the Senate just what is meant to be covered by it. 
If it is simply intended to prohibit any inauguration ball or cere- 
monies of that kind in the new Library building, that is one thing, 
and perhaps nobody would object to it; but if there are spaces in 
the building which need not be devoted to the Library for years to 
come, I do not know of any reason why they may not be utilized 
in some way. I have seen reports in some of the newspapers that 
some of the rooms were intended to be occupied for what perhaps 
would not be strictly Library papas. some scientific or semi- 
scientific purposes, and, for one, 1 do not see, considering that 
there isa great deal of waste — in the building, any objec- 
tion to that. I should like the ator to explain, before I give 
consent that the resolution be considered to-day, just what he 
intends by the resolution. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, the resolution was very care- 
fully considered by the full committee, and has been before the 
committee for some time, and there has been no opinion expressed 
im opposition to it. I will say that it is intended to exclude every- 
thing which is not pertinent to the Library itself. The Library 
perhaps is larger than will be needed for the present for the 
amount of books which we now have, but it is not any larger than 
will be necessary in years to come for the Library alone. If we 
are to begin by letting in one Department and then another, and 
they are apt to make applications from all sources for accommo- 
caren in the new Library, I think we shall find ourselves in some 
trouble. 

I understand that the Sees Society desire that room 
shall be assigned them. It has been proposed that the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor shall havea place in the Library 
building, and still further that a part of the Netional Museum 
shall be placed there, as that might obviate the bailding of addi- 
tional accommodations for that institution. 

I hope, therefore, that the resolution will be allowed to pass, 
and yet if the Senator from Maine desires to have it lie upon the 
table, I shall not object. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I think the resolution had better 
goover. The Library building is a most magnificent one. It is 
a credit to the designers, to the officers who had its construction 
in hand, to the which has furnished the money which 
has built it, and to the country; butit has immense space divided 
and partitioned into different rooms that-for a few years to come 
may be occupied for some useful purpose, and not in the slightest 
degree interfere with the Library; occupied for purposes where a 
removal may be made at any time; occupied where it will be no 
reproach to the Librarian or to the Library for it to be so occu- 
pied. I should like that the resolution stand over for the present 
until Senators can look into and examine it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being made, the reso- 
lution will go over. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BROWN introduced a bill (S. 3518) for the relief of Edward 
Byrne; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CHILTON introduced a bill (S. 3519) to authorize the cone 
struction or acquisition of a bridge across the Rio Grande River, 
at El Paso, in the State of Texas; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MURPHY introduced a bill (8. 3520) to provide for the erec- 
tion of a custom-house in the city of New York; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pub‘ic Build- 
ings and Grounds. 

r. McBRIDE introduced a bill (8. 3521) removing the charge 
of desertion from the name of James K. Parker, who served as 4 
private in Company B, Third East Tennessee Infantry, and also as 
a private in Company B, Ninth Tennessee Cavalry Volunteers; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
paper, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

r. GEAR introduced a bill (S. 3522) to amend an act entitled 
‘‘An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line 
from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to 
the Government the use of the same for postal, military, and 
other on. approved July 1, 1862; also to amend an act 7 
proved July 2, 1864; and also an act approved May 7, 1878, bo 
in amendment of said first-mentioned act and other acts amenda- 
tory thereof and supplemental thereto, and to provide for the 
settlement of claims growing out of the issue of bonds to aid 
the construction of certain rai , and to secure the paymen 
of all indebtedness to the United States of certain companies 
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therein mentioned; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pacific Railroads. 

Mr. HOAR introduced a bill (S. 3523) to provide for further 
proving the genuineness of handwriting by comparison; which 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3524) to remove doubts concerning 
the jurisdiction of district judges; which was read twice by its 
title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

Mr. McBRIDE submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 

posed by him to the legislative, executive, and judicial appro- 
wiation bill; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Leni. and ordered to be printed. 

He also submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHOUP submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the Army appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FRYE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the diplomatic and consular appropriation bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
" STATISTICS OF THE PRODUCT OF MINES. 

Mr. STEWART submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Mines and Mining be instructed to exam- 


ine and report as to the best method of gathering statistics of the product of 
the mines of the United States. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

A bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad bridges across the Cum- 
berland and Tennessee rivers, in Kentucky; and 

A bill (H. R. 8814) to authorize the construction by the Duluth 
and North Dakota Railroad Company of two bridges across the 
Red River of the North between the States of Minnesota and 
North Dakota. 

The bill (H. R. 5635) to amend section 1754 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, relating to preferences in the civil service, 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Civil 
Service and Retrenchment. 

The bill (H. R. 6780) to amend section 2335 of the Revised Stat- 
ates was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

The bill (H. R. 9733) to authorize the Union Railroad Company 
to construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. QUAY. lLask that that bill may lie on the table for the 
present, as a similar bill has been passed upon by the Committee 
on Commerce, which I wish to substitute for the House bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill referred to by the Sen- 
— from Pennsylvania will lie on the table, if there be no objec- 

on. 

WATER SYSTEM BONDS IN FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President—— . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
Bacon} is entitled to the fioor. 

Mr. DAVIS. I ask the Senator from Georgia to yield to me for 
a moment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Georgia 
yield to the Senator from Minnesota? 

Mr. BACON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAVIS. I should feel greatly obliged for unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to enable me to call up House bill 8676. It is 
an exigent and meritorious bill for the relief of a town in Arizona. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The title of the bill referred to 
by the Senator from Minnesota will be read for information, sub- 
ject to objection. 

The Secretary read the bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of 
Flagstaff, in the Territory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct 
a water system. 

_ Mr. ALLEN. I supposed the bill was simply being read for 
information. I did not know that consent had been given to take 


it up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the bill? 

Mr. DAVIS. Lhope the Senator from Nebraska will not object. 
_ Mr. ALLEN. I want to ask the Senator from Minnesota what 
is the necessity for Congress ing such a bill? Can not that 
authority be given by the Territorial legislature? 

Mr. DAVIS. Not under the Territorial charter. 

Mr. ALLEN. Does not the enabling act authorize the Terri- 
tory to do so? 


Mr. DAVIS. It does not. They could not negotiate a bond 
without the passage of this bill. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, — to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

USE OF MONEY IN ELECTIONS. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, on the 1ith of January I obtained 
permission to have printed as Miscellaneous Document No. 55 a 
statement of the vote at the recent Presidential election. My at- 
tention has been called to two subheadings which I think ought 
to be corrected. Where the subheading ‘Successes of Mark 
Hanna” is printed, I wish that stricken out and the subhead 
** Contested States” inserted in lieu thereof. The next subhead- 
ing, ‘‘ Failures of Mark Hanna,” I ask to have stricken out and 
instead that the words ‘“‘States not carried by the Republican 
party” be inserted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The changes asked for by the 
Senator from Nebraska will be made, in the absence of objection, 
The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 

Mr. GORMAN. I ask that the joint resolution on which the 
Senator from ae —. Bacon] desired to submit some re- 
marks may now be laid before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maryland 
asks unanimous consent that the unfinished business be tempo- 
rarily laid aside, and that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of a joint resolution, the title of which will be stated, in order 
that the Senator from Georgia may submit some remarks thereon, 
Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. 
laid before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has not yet been laid before 
the Senate. The Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished busi- 
ness coming over from yesterday, the title of which will be stated. 

The SEcRETARY. A bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free home- 
steads on the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and 
bona fide settlers, and reserving the — lands for that purpose. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I wish to ask unanimous consent that the 
unfinished business shall be taken up to-morrow immediately 
after the routine morning business, and that the vote be had 
to-morrow afternoon at 4 o’clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from South Dakota 
asks unanimous consent that the unfinished business be taken u 
to-morrow immediately after the routine morning business, anc 
that a vote be had upon the bill at 4 o’clock to-morrow. Is there 
objection? The Chair hears none; and it is so ordered. 

he bill will now be laid aside temporarily, in the absence of 
objection. 


Iask if the unfinished business has been 


INDEPENDENCE OF CYBA. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the joint resolution on which the Senator 
from Georgia desires to address the Senate may now be laid 
before the body. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair lays before the Sen- 
ate the joint resolution (S. R. 188) in relation to the recognition 
of the independence of foreign governments. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ihave an amendment in the way of a substi- 
tute for that joint resolution, which I ask may be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be ordered 
to be printed, in the absence of objection. 

The Senator from Georgia is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, I regret exceedingly the lateness 
of the hour and the circumstances under which I am now called 
upon to address the Senate on this very important question. I 
should ask the further indulgence of the Senate for a postpone- 
ment until some other time but that I fear the pressing business 
of the Senate might not, in that case, give me the opportunity to 
present certain views which I am anxious that I may have the 
——— to present to this body. 

n December I introduced a concurrent resolution, which has 
been referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. I will read it: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the 
question of the recognition by this Government of any people as a free and 
independent nation is one exclusively for the determination of Congress in 
its capacity as the lawmaking power; 

Resolved further, That this prerogative of sovereign power does not apper- 
tain to the executive department of the Government, except in so far as the 


President is, under the Constitution, by the exercise of the veto, made a part 


of the lawmaking power of the Government. 


The resolution being before the Committee on the Judiciary, it 
is not competent for me to call it up, and I therefore avail myself 
of the opportunity presented by the pendency of the joint resolu- 
tion introduced by the Senator from Texas [Mr. res A ad- 
dress myself to the general subject, which is also embraced in the 
first section of his joint resolution, which I ask the Secretary to 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read as re 
ques 
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The Secretary read as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the expediency of rec izing the inde- 
pendence of a foreign government belongs to Congress, and when Congress 
Bhall so determine, the Executive should act in harmony with the legislative 
department of the Government. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, the general subject of the powers 
of the Executive and of Congress as the lawmaking power is raised 
as well by the first section of the joint resolution of the Senator 
from Texas as by the resolution offered by myself, and in the dis- 
cussion I shall treat the subject generally, having more particular 
reference to the phraseology and direct provisions of the resolu- 
tion offered by myself, which is now before the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

This, Mr. President, may be said to be a question which has not 
come before us incidentally. It is true that the question arises 
out of the pendency of the question of the recognition of Cuban inde- 
pendence, but it has been brought before usin a much more direct 
way than could possibly be accomplished by the simple pendency 
of that matter. The Committee on Foreign Relations, composed 
of Senators of experience and ability, men not only eminent in 
this body, but eminent as the foremost men of the nation, have 
reported to the Senate a resolution in which they affirm indirectly 
the power of Congress to deal with this subject. They have rec- 
ommended the adoption of a resolution by which the independence 
of Cuba would be acknowledged by this Government, and thereby 
have affirmed that in their opinion it is competent for the law- 
making power by the adoption of a joint resolution to acknowl- 
edge such independence. 

Immediately thereafter an officer of another department of the 
Government, the Secretary of State, publishes what we may ac- 
cept as an authorized interview, in which he denies the power of 
Congress to take such action, denies its authority to pass upon the 
question whether or not a government shall be acknowledged as a 
free and independent government, and claims that under the Con- 
stitution the exclusive power so to do rests with the Executive. 
In pursuance of the expression of that opinion, and in the same 
interview, he announces that if Congress should take such action 
it would be treated by the Executive as of no authority, and he 
particularly invites the attention of foreign nations to the fact 
that the executive department of this Government, as regards 
this question, acknowledges no such authority in the lawmaking 
department of the Government. 

We have here, Mr. President, a direct, most undisguised issue; 
one which has been presented in such a manner that this depart- 
ment of the Government must either meet and assert its preroga- 
tive or by its silence must consent to the assertion that it has no 
such prerogative. Therefore I say that this question has not been 
incidentally raised. It has been presented to us as the sharpest, 
the most distinct of issues. We must either meet it, or we must 
assent to the proposition that we are not entitled to exercise this 
prerogative; and whefi I say “we” I mean the lawmaking power 
of the Government. 

This question is to be decided by a consideration of what are 
the powers of these two great departments of this Government as 
conferred upon the several departments by the provisions of the 
Constitution of the United States. There has never before been 
a time in the history of this Government, during a period of more 
than one hundred years, since its foundation, when this question 
has been distinctly raised. There have been claims and asser- 
tiens on the one side and on the other as to what were the rights 
of either of the departments, but there has never been an instance, 
so far as I know or have been able to ascertain—and if I am in 
error I shall be glad if some Senator who has had more experience 


will correct me—where the question has been distinctly raised | 


between the legislative department, the lawmaking department 
of the Government, and the executive department as to which 
department has the right to exercise this great power. In the 
consideration of the question it is necessary that we should appeal 
to the grants of power found in the Constitution to each of these 
departments, and that we should endeavor to judge both by the 
letter and the spirit of the Constitution which of these depart- 
ments has a right to exercise this great power. 

Mr. President, I submit that this is a very grave question; that 
it is a question of the highest importance; that it is a question 
the importance of which is not measured by the influence which 
it may have upon the further question of the independence of 
any foreign government, but that it is a question the impor- 
tance of which is measured by the fact that it must have in its 
éocision a large influence in determining the lines which divide 
the authority and the power of one great department of this Gov- 
ernment from the power and authority of another de ent of 
the Government. rthermore, it is a question the importance 
of which is measured not simply by the decision so far as it may 
affect the particular question of the right to recognize the inde- 
pendence of a government, but it goes further, for the reason that 
the principles which are involved and which will control this par- 
ticular question will also control very many more questions that 
closely concern the interests of the people of this country. 


the policies, and what should be the laws of this country. 
| accordance with that design, all lawmaki 
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In considering the question as to where this power lies it is 
necessary to see what the Constitution has ted to the executive 
department. It is necessary that we should endeavor to see what 
was the design of the Constitution as to where the tsovereign 
powers should be vested, and that we should endeavor then to 
classify this particular power to see where it should lie. 

Anyone who reads the Constitution must be impressed by the 
fact that the great central object in the formation of that instru- 


| ment was to make this a representative government, not simp] 
| a@ government representative in form, but a government whic 
| should be representative in fact, and a 


vernment which the 
people, through those whom they might elect as their lawmakers, 
should determine what should be the measures, what should be 
In 
power is committed 
to Congress, and the very first section of the first article in the 
Constitution, the very first line in the Constitution after the pre- 


| amble, is one which asserts that all legislative powers conferred 


by that instrument are conferred upon a Congress of the United 


| States to consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 


This is not only a broad and a general grant, but it is an exclu- 
sive grant, and when we come to examine the powers conferred 


| upon the Executive, we find no vestige, no scintilla of an inten- 


tion to confer upon the President any legislative power whatever 
except in so far as the veto power may make him a part of tho 
lawmaking power of the Government. Thus it is that when a 
power is claimed for the executive department, and the question 
arises whether it is a power which belongs to the executive de- 


_ partment or is a power which belongs to the legislative depart- 


ment, one infallible test is this: Will the effect of the exercise of 
that power by the executive department be to enable it to accom- 
plish that which is equivalent to the creation of law? Will it be 
to make that law which was not law before? If it does, then it is 
in the nature of a lawmaking power, and the test will decide that 
it is not one to be exercised by the Executive, but that it must be 
exercised by the legislative de ent. 

Mr. President, if we apply this test to the particular question 
(I shall endeavor to hurry through this part of what I have to 
say, because it is only necessary to speak of it in general terms) 
whether the executive department has the right and the power 
under the Constitution, the exclusive power, to acknowl the 
independence of a country, and endeavor to ascertain whether or 
not the acknowledgment of the independence of acountry has the 
effect to accomplish that which would be in the nature of the 
creation of law, what do we find? What is the effect of the ac- 
knowledgment of the independence of a nation? One necessary 
effect of it is to make that law in this country which was not law 
before. One necessary effect of it is to make all the obligations 
which app! under international law to any independent nation 
the law of this country as to that nation. 

If under this test such a recognition is in its nature and effect a 
legislative a oon “ in the —_ — of a statute, the 
power rests exclusively with Congress in its lawmaking capacity, 
and in the absence of express grant in the Constitution it can not 
possibly belong to the Executive. 

Is, then, such a recognition an act legislative in its nature and 
effect? An act, whatever be its form or guise, is legislative in 
effect whenever it imposes binding obligations and imperative 
duties upon the community which did not theretofore exist. 
Whatever is commanded by competent authority becomes law, 
and any such command, operating upon a whole people and also 
meen the departments and officials of the government, is a public 

aw. 

The recognition of the independence of a people does impose 
upon the people and officials of this Government new obligations 
and new duties. It lays upon them commands to observe such 
new duties and obligations to the new nation, its people, and its 
officials, and forbids them to infringe on rights which did not 
theretofore exist, rights which are created by such recognition. 

International law, although never enacted in statutory form b 
any congress or parliament, is a recognized code of law of bind- 
ing authority, and is so recognized and administered by our 
courts. It guarantees certain rights and imposes reci obli- 
gations between independent nations. _ Sosoon as the in ce 
of a nation is recognized by this Government, the duty is imposed 
upon our pues and upon our officials that shall regard 
those rights and observe those obligations in and to the people 
and government of the new nation. As respects a people not an 
independent nation no such obligation of law rests us. But 
when, by legal authority, the independence of a people is recog- 
nized, the act of recognition instantly, without more, lays upon 
our and upon our officials the command to observe these 
obligations. As regards the relations between the people and 
officials of this Government and those of the newly — 
people, that is made law for us which was not theretoforelaw. If 
to lay these commands upon the people and officials of the Gov- 
ernment is in the nature of a legislative act, then the official act 
which necessarily operates to create such commands is not within 
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the province of the Executive except in so far as it may be per- 
formed with the assent of Congress. ! 
Mr. President, in addition to the view which I have thus far 


suggested, in —_ rage apa has such recognition the nature 
1 effect of a legislative ac 
“The act of recognition, when 1 done, makes the independ- 


ence of the new nation the law of country. The object of 
the recognition is to change the legal status in this country of the 
p-ople whose independence as a nation is thus declared. If not 
so. what is the purpose and what is the effect of such recognition 
by thisGovernment? The purpose and effect can not be to change 
the legal status of such people in the contemplation and laws of 
other governments. That would be an im bility. It can not 
be only to extend the expression of sympathy to the p of the 
recognized government. It isnot simply intermeddling bravado. 
Nor is it merely a defiance to the one and a message of encour- 
agement to the other of two contending parties. On the contrary, 
by such recognition is intended, and in fact found, something more 
material, something more tical. ; 

It isa declaration of law in this country, with all of its attendant 
consequences, that a new nation has come into existence and that 
in its relations with this Government and this people it has all 
of the attributes and all of the rights of sovereignty; that it has 
the right to enforce every duty of citizenship upon those owing it 
allegiance; that it may declare war and make ; that it may 
raise and maintain armies and build and commission ships of war; 
that it may lay and collect duties on imports, and that it may make 
treaties with foreign nations recognizing its independence.. 

I repeat, Mr. President, that the recognition makes the independ- 
ence of the new nation a part of the law of this land. It becomes 
law binding upon the citizen, the official, and the Government; 
law recognized and administered by our courts; law under which 
in our own courts title to property is vested and divested; law 
which can be made the test of alleged crime; law which no judge 
of our courts could wantonly and 
to administer without subjecting 
removal from office. : 

The declaration of a simple fact as a fact can not accomplish 
such result. The mere declaration of a fact as such can not coerce 
the action of a whole people and command the judgments and 
determine the decrees of courts as to property and personal lib- 
erty and life. Only law can do this, and only Congress can by 
the exercise of this power of recognition of the independence of a 
nation declare this law. When the act of recognition is by the 
Executive, it derives its validity from the assent of Congress, actual 
or implied. Such recognition by the Executive, in an undisputed 
case, 18 entirely consistent with the implied assent of C . 
and entirely consistent with the recognized existence of the final 
or supreme constitutional power being in Congress. _ 

Mr. GRAY. Would the Senator Georgia object to an 
interruption? 

Mr. BACON. Not in the least. 

Mr. GRAY. Iam very much interested in the argument tke 
Senator is making, and it is new, so faras1 know. I understand 
him to say that there can be a law which exists and is binding as 
a law directing conduct and controlling the action of officials and 
citizens that exists by the implied consent of Congress. 

Mr. BACON. The proposition is this: International law is a 
part of the law of this land and will be administered by the courts 
of this country, both Federal and State, without any distinct legal 
enactment either by Congress or by any State government. When 
ae legal action by a authority a nation is recognized as 
an independent nation, all the rights which that nation has under 
international law are rights which under the law of the Federal 
Government, rights which under the law of State governments, 
can be enforced either in the courts of the Federal Government 
or of the States by reason of the fact that such i ence has 
been acknowledged. That is the proposition, and, Mr. President, 
I did not suppose it would be questioned. If the learned Senator 
from Delaware does question it, while I have not the books here 
I can undertake to furnish him with authorities, both Federal 
and State, to the effect that international law is a law which, 
while it has never been enacted by the authorities of this country, 
is binding the courts, both Federal and State, and will be 
enforced in either of those jurisdictions. 

Mr. GRAY. I donot question at all the proposition the Senator 
has just advanced. I only asked him a question in order that I 
might understand his proposition. I perhaps misunderstand it, 
and I wish to be corrected if Iam wrong. I understand that the 
Senator’s ition ac Ss that the ey can 
recognize the indepen y of a new government not ‘ore 
Se the family of nations is based on the ground that such 
an act is essentially a legislative act, because it creates a rule of 
conduct for officials and citizens that hitherto has not been created. 

Me anay iS eeticntand th part of his argument correct] 

. - Iu at y- 
Then I understand the last proposition, as to which I took the 


capriciously ignore and refuse 
himself to impeachment and 
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liberty of asking the question preceding this, to be that hereto- 

fore wherever thre Sutenties ian i the independence of a 

vernment the only validity that it as a lawmaking act was 
the — or tacit acquiescence of Congress. 

Mr. BACON. Exactly. 

Mr.GRAY. My questionis, whether any law can be created by 
the implied sanction of the Congress of the United States? 

Mr. CON. The distinguished Senator, I presume, would 
like to lead me off into a very hair-splitting discussion. The gen- 
eral proposition is this: There are a great many acts performed 
by the Executive which depend for their ultimate authority upon 
the fact that the Executive, as the executive arm of the Govern- 
ment, is doing that which, while not specifically and directly in 
terms authorized by the lawmaking power, is with its implied 
assent; and if the distinguished Senator will do me the honor to 
hear me to my conclusion I hope to satisfy him that the act of the 
Executive in the recognition of the independence of a nation does 
not depend upon the ultimate power and exclusive authority of 
the executive department to make such recognition, but depends 
upon the fact that Con s, which alone has this ultimate power, 
is consenting to what the Executive does. 

Now, Mr. ident, if the ultimate power is with Congress, and 
if assents to it, it is a legal act, and whether it is an ex- 
press or implied act, all legal consequences must flow from it asif 
it were directly authorized by Congress. 

Mr. GRAY. I understand the Senator's proposition, and I shall 
not interrupt him further. 

Mr. BACON. Ihave no objection to interruption. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President —- 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Curiton in the chair), 
nace lg Senator from Georgia yield to the Senator from Connect- 
cut ? 

Mr. BACON. Certainly. 

Mr.PLATT. How does the Senator claim that Congress assents? 
Because it does not dissent? 

Mr. BACON. Where it has knowledge of the facts, where the 
Executive is proceeding and Congress has full opportunity to 
know and does know everything which is done, of course Con- 
= assents. If the Senator from Connecticut will pardon mo 

or a moment, and will allow me to get further into my argument, 
he will see what I mean. Butin order that he may not misunder- 
stand me now, I say the proposition which I shall endeavor to 
maintain is, that the ultimate power to determine whether a na- 
tion shall or shall not be recognized by this Government is a power 
in the lawmaking department of the Government, and that where 
the lawmaking department sits by in full knowledge of what is 
going on and permits the Executive to act as the agency, the me- 
dium through which this is always done, appropriates money to 
E ministers,as is suggested to me by the Senator from Montana 

! re 





CARTER], or in any other way acquiesces in it, it is a con- 
on of the act. 

Mr. GRAY. The appropriation of money is an affirmative act. 
I agree with the Senator. 

Mr. BACON. It is an affirmative act, but it is an indirect 
affirmation. I will say to the Senator from Delaware and the 
Senator from Connecticut that if they will permit me to develop 
the argument a little further, they will see what I mean without 
causing me to explain each step as I goalong. I do not, however, 
object to interruptions, and I shall be more than happy to answer 
any ease so far as my ability will enable me to do so, that 
ma asked by either of the distinguished Senators or by others. 

tr. GRAY. I recognize the Senator’s courtesy in the matter. 

Mr. BACON. [had said that the simple declaration of a fact 
could not accomplish in the way of making a law which is to be 
enforced by courts what is accomplished whenever the legal dec- 
laration is made by competent authority of the independence of a 
nation, that that could only be accomplished by law, and that only 
Congress can, by the exercise of this power of recognition of the 
independence of a nation, declare such law. 

Mr. President, there is yet another view, still more controlling, 
in my Pewnset, in support of the proposition (and I ask the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Delaware and the attention of other Sen- 
ators to this point, because it largely answers, I think. or rather 
bears upon the solution of the question which they propounded to 
me) that this power rests, under the Constitution, with Congress, 
and not with the Executive. 

The recognition of the independence of a people, with all of the 

uences which may flow from such recognition, is necessarily 
an act of the highest sovereignty. Mr. Seward, when Secretary 
of State, used this language in a letter addressed to Mr. Adams, 
then minister to England: 

To the independence of a new state, and so favor, possibly deter- 
a. its admission into the family of nations, is the highest possible exercise 


sovereign power, because it affects in every case the welfare of two na- 
tions, and often the peace of the world. 


Jae to determine upon the exercise of this highest 
sovereign power belongs properly and necessarily to that 
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authority in the state which in its constitutional functions most 
fully representsits sovereignty. That authority in this Govern- 
ment is the lawmaking power. 

Tne Government in its entirety is the soverei 
Constitution has invested Congress with almost all of the prerog- 
atives of that sovereignty. The broad, unlimited, and exclusive 
grant of all legislative powers under the Constitution, without 
more, carries with it the larger and most important part of the 
powers of sovereignty. But the enumeration in the Constitution 
of the powers of Congress goes further, conferring upon it, among 
others, the powers— 

To lay and collect taxes. 

To provide for the common defense and general welfare of the 
United States. 

To regulate commerce with foreign nations. 

To coin money and regulate the value thereof. 

To define and punish offenses against the law of nations. 

To declare war. 

To raise and support armies. 

To provide and maintain a navy. 

To suppress insurrections and repel invasions. 

Bach of these, besides others of which I have omitted to make 
mention, is a distinct power of sovereignty—the powers which 
kings with unlimited power personally wield; and in addition 
thereto, after enumerating these most sovereign powers, there is 
the following comprehensive grant of power to Congress: 

To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 
execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this Consti- 


tution in the Government of the United States, or in any department or 
officer thereof. 


By this, not only is Congress clothed generally with all power 
of legislation necessary to carry into effect all the powers granted 
to Congress, but Congress is further and exclusively vested with 
the power to make any and all laws necessary and proper for the 
execution of any of the powers of the Government of the United 
States and of any department of the Government. Mr. Presi- 
dent, when to these om powers is joined the power to impeach 
and remove from office any officer of the Government,.from the 
President to the lowest civil officer, little could be added to com- 
pletely invest Congress with every attribute of the sovereignty of 
the Government. 

Compared to this great array of sovereign powers granted to 
Congress, those conferred on the President present a most strik- 
ing contrast. He is clothed with the great power and responsi- 
bility of the execution of the laws, but beyond this the only pre- 
rogative of sovereignty with which he is exclusively invested is 
the pardoning power, and even that is denied to him in cases of 
impeachment by the House and conviction by the Senate. Least 
of all is there to him the slightest grant of the greatest of all pow- 
ers—the power to make law. 

Mr. President, the fact can not be too distinctly announced, it 
can not be too highly appreciated, that the only distinct preroga- 
tive of sovereignty which is granted to the President of the United 
States is the pardoning power, and in that he is limited in cases 
of im hment, where he is denied the exercise of it. Least of 
all, Mr. President, is there the least grant of the slightest legis- 
lative function to the Executive of the Government. 

We have passed by more than two hundred years the period in 
the history of our race when one man could assume and exercise 
the power to determine, independently of the —e depart- 
ment, what should be, even in part, the laws of the government. 
The framers of the Constitution stood nearer by a hundred years 
than we do to the time when a king sought to rule without par- 
liament and in defiance of parliament, when he sought to take to 
himself all the powers of government and set at naught the laws 
and wishes of the country’s constitutional legislators. The great 
and wise men who framed our fundamental law stood in the cen- 
tury next removed from that which had witnessed the culmination 
of that great struggle from the events of which they gathered the 
lesson that the material interests and the liberties of a people are 
safest when the great powers of government are lodged not in the 
control of one man, of whatever title or office, but in the hands of 
their elected representatives. They had learned from it that one 
man invested with such powers was quick to consider his own for- 
tunes and the fortunes of his favorites of more consequence than 
the pr rity of a whole people. They were taught by that his- 
tory to fear that one so girt with power would grow great in his 
own conceit, that he would attempt to draw to himself all the 
authority of government, and that, puffed up with the estimate of 
his own greatness, not only one born to the king! office, but also 
one who held but temporarily the elective office of ident, might 
— tothink himself compassed with ‘‘ the divinty that doth hedge 
a king.” 

These framers of the Constitution at that time, when they were 
defining the powers of the Executive doubtless then had in antici- 
~~ that the first President under the new Government would 

) veneer They would not have feared to invest him with 
all power; but they looked beyond. While they hoped that only 


ty. But the 
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good and wise men would be chosen to that high office, they for. 
got not 2 e Paamel weak — the ing ambitions of the 
strong. ey guar inst the worst. ey designed that j 
the hands of a weak Executive the Government should not fail, 
and that in the hands of one strong, self-willed, and ambitious 
there should not be imperiled the institutions which they 
ones to establish. Therefore while they created a great ani 
noble office, one within its legitimate — the greatest and the 
noblest of all the earth, they designed that its greatness and no- 
bility should not consist in the ad powers of the kingly 
office. The tness of the Presiden office does not consist 
in his will being the law to 70,000,000 people, but in the fact that 
the President in himself personifies the will of a great and free 
people as that will is expressed by them through another depart- 
ment of the Government. Noman can shut his eyes to the fact 
that, to that end, while they invested the President with all the 
Henit — power of eee — aes a y withheld 
om him the grant of t wers of sove ty. Every power 
given to him was most pond = a restricted and guarded. . 

While they gave him the power of the veto, they gave to Congres 

—— to override his veto by a two-thirds vote of each House, 
hile they gave him power to negotiate treaties with foreign 

nations, they made such treaties of no effect until agreed to by 

the Senate. 

They gave him power to pardon those convicted of crime, but 

denied to him the — to pardon in cases of ——- 

They gave him the power to appoint all civil officers, but except 
‘temporarily, when Congress is not in session, such appointments 
are of no validity until confirmed by the Senate. 

‘hey made him Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, 
but they left it to Congress to determine what should be the size 
and constitution of the Army and Navy, and whether there should 
be any Army and Navy. They denied him the power to appoint a 
single officer of either the Army or the Navy, from the command- 
ing officers to the lowest subalterns, unless each of such appoint- 
ments should receive the confirmation of the Senate. They gave 
him no power to equip and maintain either Army or Navy for a 
day. They gave him no power to make war, nor can he of him- 
self conclude peace. The power to make rules for the government 
and —— of the Army and Navy is denied to him and is 
expressly conferred upon Congress. It is evident that as Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy he is but the executiv 
arm, and that in that capacity he is himself in every detail on 
particular subject to the commands of the lawmaking power. 

Finally they made the Chief Executive, as well as every other 
civil officer, from the head of the Cabinet to the most obscure civil 
official, subject to trial and removal from office, without appeal, 
upon a by the House and conviction by the Senate— 
@ power in much conservatism and wisdom but seldom exercised, 
but nevertheless a power, resting as it does, without defined limits 
as to what shall be deemed a high crime or misdemeanor, almost 
exclusively in the discretion of the House and Senate, which is 
the great safeguard against encroachment and official misconduct. 

Mr. President, in this analysis I am a by an examina- 
tion of the various and relative powers con upon the — 
lative department on the one hand and those conferred upon the 
executive department on the other, to ascertain where properly 
rests the function of ae power in the exercise of which a 
pects is recognized by this Government as a free and independent 
nation. 

Upon this general analysis it would seem to be established that 
almost all of the functions of the sovereignty of the Government 
are vested in their ultimate power in the | tive department. 
It is further true that all the functions of the sovereignty of the 
Government, in so far as they necessitate affirmative determinu- 
tion and command, the directing of what shall be done and what 
shall not be done, are vested exclusively in the a. 

If the recognition of the independence of a e 
sovereign nation is in itself an act of high sovere 
will gainsay it?—it would seem to be a necessary concl 


in the absence of express nt to any particular departmen 
act can only be 1 y aleneall ed the determination, 8 


or implied, of that department of the Government which has been 
inyested with those functions of sovereignty involving the deter- 
mination of all affirmative action by the Government. 

Mr. President, if I am wrong in this view, if there is a single 
function of the executive department outside of the treaty-making 
power in which he is clothed with the power of a determination 
of anyaffirmative action other than that which he gets in the exe- 
cution of the laws, I should like for some Senator to point out 
where, under the Constitution of the United States, is the Presi- 
dent authorized to perform one single affirmative act —. 
new = = of a treaty-making ae which he 4 
not get the authority by express statutory i 

Mr. Gray and Mr. Piatt addressed the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Georgia 
yield to the Senator from Delaware? 

Mr. BACON. Certainly. 
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Mr. GRAY. I call the attention of the Senator to what he has 
already no doubt considered, the power expressly given to the 
President to appoint ambassadors, ministers, consuls, etc., and to 
receive ministers from foreign governments. 

Mr. BACON. Iam phe orien of an individual act of the Presi- 
dent that he is authorizéd to perform, which shall have the effect 
to create a duty which theretofore did not exist. I am not speak- 
ing of an act that he is authorized to perform which has to be con- 
firmed by this body. I shall have something to say upon the sub- 
ject of the reception of ministers. 7 

Mr. GRAY. But the fact that no ambassador or other public 
minister can be appointed except by the advice and consent of the 
Senate does not support the contention that Congress has any par- 
ticipation in that act. 

Mr. BACON. I am not on that oe now, Mr. President. 

Mr. GRAY. The Senate is merely the advisory council of the 
executive branch, created by the Constitution. 

Mr. BACON. I shall come to that question later. Iam now 
upon a distinct question, and I am y to answer any question 
the Senator will ask me upon that particular point. The question 
js whether there is under the Constitution of the Uni States 
authority to the President of the United States, not in conjunc- 
tion with any other department, but of himself alone, to perform 
a single act the performance of which shall have the effect to 
create an obligation which did not theretofore exist. 

Mr. GRAY. Suppose he receives a minister from a foreign 
nation. 

Mr. BACON, Iam coming to that as a separate matter. 

Mr. GRAY. Very well; then I will not anticipate the Senator. 

Mr. BACON. Iam ready to answer the Senator any question 
he may desire to ask me, so far as I may be able, which relates to 
the receiving of ambassadors. 

Mr. GRAY. I pointed out one; but I donot want to anticipate 
the Senator’s argument, of course. 

Mr. BACON. Iam speaking of an act which the President is 
to perform, which is binding upon our people, not an act per- 
formed in the reception of a minister. 

Mr. GRAY. Is not that act binding upon our people? 

Mr. BACON. I shall discuss that as a separate matter. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Georgia 
yield to the Senator’from Connecticut? 

Mr. BACON. Certainly. 

Mr. PLATT. How does the Senator from Georgia suppose the 
President gets the authority to make a demand upon a foreign 
power for an indemnity to be paid to this Government for losses 
which have been sustained by a citizen of the Government? 

Mr. BACON. Certainly upon the ground that he is the execu- 
tive officer, and he makes a demand as such, but a demand which 
Congress may at any time come in and stop and say he should 
not make. erefore, he makes it by the implied assent of Con- 
gress. Does the Senator dispute that if a demand were made upon 
a foreign government = the President, Congress by joint reso- 
lution or by an act could say that that demand should not be 
proposed. fom speaking of ultimate power when I am talking 
about power. I say the ultimate power would be in Congres oy 
act or by joint resolution to stop the President and say he sh 
not doit. Therefore, if that is the case it must be done by the 
implied assent of Congress. : 

Mr. PLATT. Then I understand the Senator's ition to be 
that the President as the executive officer is clothed with certain 
powers, but that Congress may overrule them. Is that it? 

Mr. BACON. I mean to say that co far as the execution of the 
laws is concerned the President derives his authority from the 
Constitution, and so far as he exercises any other function where 
there is an express grant to him in the Constitution he exercises 
it by virtue of that express grant; but that in the general admin- 
istration of the executive office he isin the main executing the 
laws passed b Congress, laws over which Congress has the ulti- 
mate power either in their enactment or their repeal, and laws, 
therefore, in the execution of which Congress can at any time 
arrest him. 

Mr. PLATT. Suppose the President makes a demand upon a 
foreign power to surrender a citizen unlawfully detained by that 
ee power, where does he get that authority under the Consti- 

ution 


Mr. BACON. He getsit from the fact that he does it with the 


assent of the la power, for the reason that the lawmak- 
Ing power could at any time step in and stop him. 


: . May I ask the Senator from Georgia a question? 
i BACON. Certain! : at 


y: 
. . Isee how extremely exhaustive and 
the effect of the Senator’s position, and I ask whether on his 
P tion and under his g he believes that the Consti- 
ution has left to the President any independent power? 
Mr. BACON. The distinguished Senator from Maine wae pot 
in his seat at the time when I began my remarks. I do not 


chant is 


simply of this House and the other 
majority of the Senate and of the House of Representatives in con- 
nection with the President, or two-thirds of the Senate and of the 
House without the President, and in despite of his disapproval. 
That is the lawmaking 


a distinct office. 
the will of the lawmakin 
powers go. 





he was here at the time when I spoke of the Presidential office as 
one of the os and noblest of all on earth, and gave the reasons 
upon which 

honorable Senator, that the 
every function which is expressly conferred upon him as the Exec- 
utive for the purpose of carrying into effect the laws of the land. 


based that opinion. I will say, in answer to the 
esident is undoubtedly clothed with 


upon him by the Constitution is 


The t injunction imposed 
that S shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed; and 
within the exercise of that power he is certainly supreme, except 


that it is within the power of Congress at any time to change an 
one of the laws that i : . 


ultimate power is in Con 


e is called upon to execute. Therefore, the 


Mr. HALE. Precisely, Is it not the logical result of the Sena- 


tor’s reasoning that the whole power of the Government is in the 
legislative branch; that the President is in o 
ing out the laws of the Government enacted by the legislative 
branch; that he may at any time be arrested by the legislative 
branch in ca 
substance of 

established a 1 
that the contention of the Senator? 


ration only carry- 


ing out a law; and that therefore the sum and 
the Constitution is that the fathers ordained and 
egislative Government as the primal power? Is not 
Mr. BACON. 


It is the lawmaking power, which consists not 


ouse, but consists of the 


wer. 
Mr. HALE. When the Senator says that the only duty of the 


President is to execute the law, that in the field of administration 
there is nothing but that, and that the legislative branch may at 
any time arrest him in executing the law, certainly if there is any 
logical force in that, it follows that as a component part of the 
Government, as a branch by itself independent, there is no such 
thing left, and the Executive is annihilated. 


Mr. BACON. Will the distinguished Senator permit me to ask 


him if he doubts the proposition that it is within the power of 
Con 
if when so re 
execute that law gone; and if that applies to one law, does not it 
apply to all? 


s to repeal any law which is upon the statute book; and 
aled is not the power of the Executive to further 


r. HALE. This is about the way I understand that. An- 


other Senator has said, referring to the pardoning power which 


we believe to be lodged with the President, that Congress may 


open the doors of every prison—— 


Mr. BACON. Not at all. 

Mr. HALE. But another Senator said that. Can it not do so? 
Undoubtedly, but it would be revolutionary; undoubtedly it can 
do so, but it would not be within the scope, as I understand it, of 


the intention of the framers of the Constitution, who did make 
these distinct departments, and gave certain powers, some inci- 
dental, some direct. 


My fault with the contention of the Senator is—and I see how 


closely he is pursuing it and how logical his march is in his rea- 
soning—that it practically annihilates the Executive. 


Mr. BACON. I think not, Mr. President. The Executive has 
The distinct office of the President is to execute 

power so far as the general executive 
He has, in addition to that, other distinct and express 
grants of power, the treaty-making power; that is, the origination 
of treaties, the reception of ambassadors and ministers, the ap- 
pointment of civil officers, and other things which do not depend 
upon the legislative department. But the contention of the dis- 
tinguished Senator that because, pursued to its legitimate end, the 
exercise of these powers would be revolutionary, certainly is no 
argument against the fact of their existence. That would be a 
very good argument against the revolutionary exercise of these 
powers, but we are not discussing the question as to whether or 
not the power should be abused. We are discussing the question 
as to where the power rests, and the fact that if abused it would 
be revolutionary does not controvert the proposition as to whether 
that power does exist. 

My proposition, in brief, Mr. President, is that the ultimate, 
final, supreme power is with the lawmaking power. I shall have 
rane more to say hereafter which 1 hope may lead my dis- 
tinguished friend from Maine to agree with me upon that subject. 


. HALE rose. 
Mr. BAOON. I desire to say, if my friend will pardon me a 
moment, that in the consideration of this question I am, so far as 
I know myself, controlled by a desire to arrive at the truth, inde- 
pendent of what influence it may have upon any pending question 
now exciting the public mind or engaging the attention of Con- 
Gm. This question, in my opinion, Mr. President, of what are 

e legitimate bounds of the Executive authority and how far the 
legislative authority goes, is a question much higher, much more 
im: t to us than any question connected with the recognition 
er nonrecognition of any particular people who may claim to 

t, 












































750 


—— 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





JANUARY 13, 





My. HALE. 


I understand the Senator not to be arguing the 
general subject of the Cuban revolution. 

Mr. BACON. No, sir; not at all. 

Mr. HALE. But only the law of the matter. 

Mr. BACON. Yes, sir. 


Mr. HALE. Iask the Senator what would happen if, in the con- 
tingency of a ple claiming recognition and sending an accred- 
ited agent to Washington, the President should receive that min- 
ister, that ambassador. thatagent, by whatever name his credentials 
entitle him, and Congress in session being of a contrary opinion, 
that the nation was not entitled to recognition, and being entirely 
opposed to the President, and it being the lawmaking power, how 
then would the Senator have Congress assert itself? 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, in the subsequent part of my 
argument I am intending to deal with the particular question of 
the reception of ambassadors. If the distinguished Senator from 
Maine will pretermit his question for the present, and propound 
it again when I reach that branch of the argument, I shall be very 
happy to do what I can to answer it. 

Mr. HALE, I shall be very glad to havs an answer to it. 

Mr. BACON. But at the present time it would not be exactly 
in the order of my argument. 

Mr. HALE. I do not ask the Senator to do it nowif it will 
interfere with his argument. 

Mr. BACON. I shall be very happy to do so later, and the post- 

nement of the answer will give me the assurance that I shall 
Rive the continued attention of the Senator until I come to that 

int. 
Pv r.GRAY. Idonotintend to interrupt the Senator any lon 
nor to trespass upon his extreme courtesy in the matter of yield- 
ing to interruption, but he was speaking a moment ago in answer 
to the question as to where the Constituion had given the Presi- 
dent any ultimate power over Congress—— 

Mr. BACON. On, no; that was not the question. 


Mr. GRAY. Then I am mistaken in the Senator’s proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. BACON. It was the question, though I did not state it in 
that way. 


Mr. GRAY. The Senator alluded to the power to receive for- 
eign ministers by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to send ambassadors to foreign countries, and omitted to mention 
the power absolutely ultimate, free from any participation on the 
part of Congress or control by Congress—I mean the pardoning 

power. 

’ Mr. BACON. I am extremely unfortunate if I can not so 
express myself as to be understood on that particular point. 
There is no question about the fact that wherever there is an 
express power granted in the Constitution to the President it does 
not depend in any manner upon the control of Congress, and I 
expressly said when enumerating the ng ne of the Executive 
that the only power of sovereignty which had been vested in the 
President was the pardoning power, and that all other important 
powers of sovereignty—those which are usually mally exer- 
cised by unlimited sovereigns—were in the iaendidnes wer, but 
that the eee power was the exception, although that was 
limited not to apply to cases of im hment. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not wish to ask the Senator a question for the 
urpose of antagonizing or testing his argument, but 1 should 
ike to understand, if I can, exactly the length to which he goes. 

I was obliged to be absent from the Chamber a few minutes dur- 
ing the first part of his argument. I want to ask the Senator’s 
view of this proposition to see what he understands is exactly the 
constitutional ition. Suppose that the lawmaking power 
enact—the President not assenting, but keeping the enactment ten 
days without any objection, or by a two-thirds vote, in either way 
in which we can pass laws—in these terms: *‘ The Island of Cuba 
is hereby, and shall be, recognized as an independent power by 
the United States”—— 

Mr. BACON. If the Senator will pardon me, I presume he 
‘ntends to propound the same question he did the other day in 
reference to the happening of a case during the recess of Congress? 

Mr. HOAR. Perhaps the Senator will allow me to state my 
question in a single sentence. 

Mr. BACON. I was only going to suggest to the Senator that 
I shall come to that matter in a later part of my argument. 

Mr. HOAR. Then I do not wish to interrupt the Senator. 

Mr. BACON. I will hear the Senator. 

Mr. HOAR, S Congress should say, “‘ The Island of Cuba 
is hereby, and shall , recognized as a free and independent State 
until the Ist day of December next,” then adjourn to the ist of 
December next, and in the meantime the President of the United 
States desires to receive an ambassador from Spain; or suppose 
we say, ‘** Cuba shall not be recognized,” and Cuba meantime estab- 
lishes her independence, and the President says, ‘‘I should like to 
receive an ambassador from Cuba, and in order to make arrange- 
ments for the exchange of ambassadors I will first rec a) 
Cuba.” Does that enactment of the lawmaking power bind the 


President during the recess of Congress, it having enacted i 
terms that he shall be so bound? That is what I want to o-, 
Mr. BACON. Do I understand the Senator to state the case 


where Congress has passed a law that a foreign country shall not 


be oe 
Mr. HOAR. Either; —_s that way if the Senator peters. 
Mr. BACON. I say when Con passes a law that a foreign 


country shall not be recognized there is no power in this country, 
the Executive or any other, which has er to make such recog- 
nition. But I will say to the Senator from Massachusetts that in 


a later part of my argument I shall come to a discussion of that 
precise question, as to what is the effect of an enactment by Con- 
gress that it will or will not maintain diplomatic relations with 
another government. If the Senator wil me until that 
time, and will put his question later, I shall endeavor to answer 


Mr. HOAR. I did not put the question for the purpose of an- 

| tagonizing the Senator's argument, but simply to get at an under- 
standing of the Senator's position. 

Mr. BACON. Perhaps fortunately for the Senator from Massa- 


chusetts, but unfortunately for me, he has not been in the Senate 
during the hour I have been rying to state what my position is. 
Mr. President, the legislative department, which is invested 


with the exercise of these great powers of sovereignty, has been 
most conservatively organized by the Constitution. The law- 
making power does not consist in the majorities of the two Houses, 
but in such majorities with the approval of the President, or two- 
thirds of each House despite the disapproval of the President. It 
is safer that the exercise of this high act of sovereignty should be 
committed to the House of Representatives, the Senate, and the 
President than tothe Presidentalone. The exercise of this power 
by the President alone is, in my judgment, diametrically opposed 
to the fundamental principles upon which our representative Gov- 
ernment is founded. 

Sir, it is a sound proposition of law that the President has only 
such powers as are directly conferred on him by the Constitution, 
and such other powers as are inherent in the office of President— 
those which are moceaney. to the oe see of those directly 
granted. It is conceded by all that t is no such express grant 
in the Constitution. Unless, therefore, the right to exercise 
of such power by the President is inherent in the office—unless, 
in other words, the exercise of this power by the President is nec- 
essary to the full and proper exercise of some power directly 
granted to him by the Constitution, the power does not exist at 
all as one of the functions of the executive office. I presume that 
nobody will peo the proposition that there is no such ress 
grant in the titution; and unless such a grant can be uced 
as an inherent power from an express grant, it does not exist. 

Mr. GRAY. In either branch of the Government? 

Mr. BACON. Yes, that is true. 

The important and controlling question, therefore, is, Is there 
such an ne od ape and if so, where is it to be found? To 
what power di y granted does it attach as an inherent power? 

It can not be contended that it is a power generally inherent in 
the executive office. It is a power which may in other govern- 
ments, and under other systems, be frequently attached to the 
power of the executive office. It may be that executive head 
under those governments and systems most usually exercises this 
power. But that fact does not establish the ion that the 
power is inherent in the executive office. general function 
of the Executive under our Government is to execute the laws, 


and no other power belongs to it except where y granted 
toit by theConstitution. I am spotting now of the general func- 
tions of the Executive, not of special grants. The recognition of 


the independence of a people has no relation to the exercise of 
such general executive function. The exercise of the power of 
recognition can not by any strained construction be shown to be 
essential to the proper and full exercise of the power to execute 
existing laws. It can not be made to that any single law 
—— a of execution = the eee the ante ier os 
inability to exercise the power Weer ogee in nd- 
ence of a foreign people. If ian. I should be very glad for some 
Senator, if not now, at a time when this question ee 
ther di to point out the single law which the ident 
could not pepety execute if he did not have the power to recog- 
nize the independence of a fore vernment—one single law, 
pe execution op hete 9 — aie did — aa ied —: 
am not now gof as grant, but a aw 
which he would not have the power to execute in the exercise of 
his general functions as the Executive. ’ 

e recognition of the independence of a people is in no sense 
the execution of a law, unless a law has been enacted that there 
shall be such recognition. 

Where such recognition is the independent act of the President, 
go te Sak eae ee ee execution of law, so far from 
its having any the execution of law, it is, as I have 
endeavored to show, an act in the nature of making law. 












ait at | EE Locaal apade non ontemioae 
ize the in @ peop an power 
essential to ee ee 
the Executive 0! ; 

We must therefore examine to see whether it is an inherent 
power essential to the — execution of any particular func- 
tion specifically devolved by R 
dent. There are but three powers conferred by Constitution 
upon the President which relate to foreign peoples or govern- 
nents. 

The first of these powers, which is found in the second section 
of the second article, is that— 


He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
make treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senate present concur. 


The very most that could possibly be contended under this pro- 
vision is that the recognition of the independence of a nation is 
in the nature of a treaty; but if so, it disposes of the contention 
that the power rests exclusively in the President, for if the power 
of recognition lay here it would require the consent of the Senate. 
So that nothing can be taken by those who claim the recognition 
of independence as an exclusive executive power, from that pro- 
vision of the Constitution. 

I will not stop now to discuss whether the power of recognition 
is a part of the treaty-making power, as I am now discussing the 
pre yposition that the power is not exclusively in the President. 
That it is his exclusive power is the contention of the Secretary of 
State, and that, as I is the contention of the Senators 
who oppose the view which I of this matter. 

The second of these powers is found in the same section of the 
Constitution, and provides— 

And he shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate shall appoint, ambassadors, other public ministers, and consuls. 

It is true of this provision, as itis of the preceding, that all power 
granted by it is shared by both the Senate and the Executive, and 
any inherent oa arising under either provision must necessa- 
rily belong to both the Executive and the e, and does not be- 
long to either exclusively. 

I do not understand that the exclusive power of recognition is 
claimed for the Executive under either of these provisions, and I 
only cite them in order that every line in the Constitution relating 
to any connection of-the ident with foreign affairs may be 
— a = scope of this —— , 

6 thi yremaining power ting to foreign govern- 
ments or peo which the Constitution ers upon the Presi- 
dent is in third section of the second article, which is as 
follows: 

He shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers. 


Upon this slender grant, this single line, imposing the duty of a 
ceremonial, isattempted to be rested this vast power with its far- 
reaching consequences, the exercise of which must be conceded by 
all to be one of the highest attributes of sovereignty. Thereis no 
ogee construction of this clause which will sustain this con- 
clusion. 

There can be no question that the design of the Constitution is 
that the Executive shall be the medium of official intercourse 
between this Government and those of foreign nations. The con- 
ferring of the power to initiate the making of treaties evidences 
sufficiently that design. The imposition of the duty to receive 
ambassadors and ministers is further evidence of it. It is neces- 
sary that a ign minister accredited by his government should 
be —— received, and the President is gnated to formally 
and offi yreceivehim. That is the plain language of the grant. 
The inherent power under this grant is to hear officially whatever 

or communication such am or ministers may 
their governments to this Government. 

As the President is the medium through which this Government 
receives communications from foreign governments, as he is the 
medium through which this Government communicates with 
foreign governments, as he is the officer desi to negotiate 
the treaties which are to be subinitted to the , the design of 
the Constitution in designating him as the officer of the Govern- 
ment to receive ambassadors and ministers is very plain: and it 
is not necessary to look beyond the functions the exercise of which 
is required to carry out these in order to determine what 
inherent powers go along wi t grant to the President. 

By no legitimate construction can the imposition by the Consti- 
tution of the duty to receive ambassadors and ministers carry 
with it such er as makes the President the arbitrary 
and absolute contr of the relations between this Govern- 
cane all foreign governments, the making of treaties alone 


Mr. HALE. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question 
Mr. BACON. Certainly. a : 


y 
r. HALE. I see clearly the Senator's the 
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power to receive ambassadors, of everything except a ceremonial 
power. Let me ask the Senator—— 

Mr. BACON. I beg the Senator's pardon. If he had observed 
what I said—— 

Mr. HALE. Ihave listened to every word the Senator has said. 

Mr. BACON. I went further than a ceremonial. I spoke of 
the fact that the President is the medium through which this 
eeneeet makes its negotiations, which is more than a cere- 
monial. 

Mr. HALE. Let me ask the Senator whether that provision of 
the Constitution does not clothe the President not only with the 


| power of receiving—aceremonial—but with thecritical, underlying 


power of selecting the time that he shall receive that ambassador? 

Mr. BACON. en the President shall receive him? 

Mr. HALE. Is not the oneessential question as to recognition, 
When has the time come that this Government shall receive? 
and is there not in that power given to the President something 
clearly beyond ceremonial? 

Mr. BACON. Does the Senator ask me whether or not that 
power does not carry with it the inherent power to determine 
whether that ambassador represents such an independent govern- 
ment as will justify the President in receiving him? Is that the 
question? 

Mr. HALE. The question amounts to that. When I askif it 
does not give the President power to select the time when he shall 
receive, does not that carry with it the power of deciding the time 
when a a government shall be recognized? 

Mr. BACON. When the Senator speaks of the time, does he 
mean the time in the Listory of the country or the time in the 
period of the year? 

Mr. HALE. The date, the hour, at which the President will 
receive the representative of a people claiming to be an independ- 
ent government. 

Mr. BACON. Does the Senator mean as to what time in his 
business can the President spare the particular minute when he 
will receive such a representative? I am asking for information, 
for I really do not understand the Senator’s question. 

H I will put it as the Senator says. Does not the 
constitutional provision which gives the President power to re- 
ceive ministers, ambassadors, and agents, give him necessarily 
the authority to settle the critical time when that nation shall be 
recognized? 

Mr. BACON. I am asking the Senator, in order that I may 
answer his question, whether he refers to the time in the history 
of the government, or the proposed or alleged government, or 
whether he means a particular time as to the President's own 
personal eee 

Mr. HALE. It is the same thing. If the President decides 
that he will not receive the minister, then there is no recognition; 
but if the President decides that he will, on next Friday, receive 
the accredited agent of a people claiming to be an actual govern- 
ment, does not that power that he has of fixing the time clearly 
lodge in him the whole question of recognition? 

Mr. BACON. I will say, in answer to the Senator, that I am 
going to discuss at this immediate time the particular question as 
to how far the right to receive ambassadors clothes the President 
with the power of deciding the question whether or not an alleged 
nation is entitled to be recognized as an independent nation, if 
that is the question. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the Senator, then, if he thinks it is worth 
his while, will—— 

Mr. BACON. I think anything is worth my while if the Sena- 
tor desires me to answer it. 

Mr. HALE. Ihope the Senator will, if he thinks it is worth 
while, tell us what his view is upon the very subject of the right 
of the President to receive—which must be done at some particular 
time in the history of the country asking to be received—whether 
that does not leave with the President the power of recognition? 

Mr. BACON. If the Senator means by his question to ask me 
whether there is anything in the grant of power to the President 
to receive an ambassador or a <ninister which carries with it the 
inherent power, either directly or indirectly, to determine finally, 
absolutely, and without appeal, whether a government is an inde- 

+ nation or not an independent nation, I answer him no, I 

o not think there is any such. If that is not comprehensive, I 

will say that 1 do not think under any circumstances that that 

inherent, final, unlimited power exists; and it can not be accom- 

plished by the President through his supreme, unlimited power, 
either by direction or by indirection. 

Mr. E. What would be the result for the time being, if 
Congress were not in session, if the President—— 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, it is now past4o'clock. I should 
be more than willing to follow the Senator from Maine through 
a general discussion as to any questions which he might desire to 

and, but 1 wish to present a connected argument, and many 
of questions which the Senator is now asking me I shall 
endeavor to answer in the progress of this argument. 
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Mr. HALE. Of course I could not understand what the Sena- 
tor’s line was, and I waited-—— , 

Mr. BACON. But the best way, I submit to the Senator, is to 
give me the pees to develop it, and I can not have the op- 
portunity if the Senator, before I have developed the argument, 
anticipates and asks questions which will be answered later. 

Mr. HALE. I see the force of what the Senator says, but the 
Senator will remember that when some questions were asked by 
other Senators at a former time during his very able and enter- 
tainin — he suggested that they wait until he came to this 
part of h ch. 

Mr. BACON. I have just simply touched it. 

Mr. HALE. As the Senator had reached that part, I ventured to 
put two or three questions. But I will not trouble the Senator 
again. 

MM r. BACON. I have reached it, but Ihavenot gotintoit. The 
Senator stops me at the threshold. 

Mr. HALE. I will not trouble the Senator again. 

Mr. BAOON. I have remarked that by no legitimate construc- 
tion, in my opinion, can the exercise of this simple duty to receive 
ambassadors and ministers be so extended as to make the Presi- 
dent of the United States, as is claimed by those who say that he 
has this exclusive power, the absolute, unqualified, uncontrolled, 
and uncontrollable power to decide as to all mattersrelating to our 
foreign relations, so far at least as they include any question of 
the recognition of the independence of a people claiming to be 
free and independent; and yet that is the result to which the con- 
tention must lead. If it had been intended—and I ask the Sena- 
tor’s consideration of this proposition—by the grant of power to 
receive ambassadors and ministers to confer with it the power to 
recognize the independence of a foreign nation, the exercise of that 
power by the President would doubtless also have been guarded 
as was the treaty-making power, by requiring the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate to act. 

Mr. HALE. Now the Senator asks me a question. 

Mr. BACON. Iwas not conscious of the fact. If the Senator 
s0 construes it, it is all right. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator put itin that form. I will not take 
advantage of that lapse of the Senator. The Senator did ask me 
a question. 

Mr. BACON. I certainly have not indicated any indisposition 
to have the Senator interrupt me. I am always more than happy 
to agree with the Senator, and always very much distressed when 
I differ with him. It gives me very great distrust when I do. 

The contention is that the duty imposed upon the President to 
receive ambassadors and ministers necessarily involves the duty 
of determining what governments are such free and sovereign 
governments as are entitled to send ambassadors or ministers to 
this Government; and further, that as he can not determine whom 
to receive and whom to refuse to receive as ambassadors or min- 
isters unless he also exercises the power to determine what states 
are sovereign and independent, therefore the power to determine 
and recognize the independence of a nation is a power inherent in 
the power to receive ambassabors and ministers. That is the 
whole argument in a nutshell, as I understand it, and there is no 
other single line or letter in the Constitution upon which this 
ae is claimed than the single line that the ident shall 

ave the power and it shall be his duty to receive ambassadors 
and ministers and consuls. 

If it be true (and I ask the attention of Senators who are law- 
ers to this proposition) that there is no reasonably practical wa 
c which the President can be informed what government is enti- 
tled to send ambassadors or ministers to this Government, unless 
the Executive has the original, absolute, and exclusive power to 
determine what nation is a free and independent nation, and what 
nation is not a free and independent nation, then the argument is 
sound. I concede it, if that be true. In that case the power 
claimed for him is one of his inherent powers, because without it 
he could not perform the duty of receiving ambassadors and 

ministers. - 

But if, on the contrary, it be true that it is entirely practical for 
the Executive to receive from the la power of the Gov- 
ernment the necessary direction through joint resolution, in cases 
of doubtful or disputed independence, then the argument is not 
sound. In that case the power claimed for him is not one of his 
inherent powers, because without ~ exercise by him he can per- 
form the duty of receiving am ors and ministers. 

Mr. President, let me suggest an illustration, and I ask the atten- 
tion and consideration of the distinguished Senators who have so 
kindly given me their attention d the progress of this argu- 
ment to this illustration upon the point whether or not the duty 
to receive ministers with it the inherent power to deter- 
mine, as a supreme constitutional power, whether or not a gov- 
ernment is an ind dent nation. By some, in times past, - 
ators in this Chamber have been spoken of as ambassadors from 
their several States. The Senate, a contin body, receives a 
Senator upon his credentials from his State. Senate has no 
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right to receive a Senator except from a State which is one of these 
United States—a member of the Federal Union. When a Sen. 
ator presents himself to be received here, how does the Senate 
determine that the State whose credentials he holds is one of this 
class? Is it determined arbitrarily, under its own judgment, and 
in obedience to its own will? No. It turns to the records and 
ascertains that the State in question is one of the original thirteen 
or it turns to the statute book and finds that this same soverei mn 
lawmaking power has enacted that it has become one of the United 
States entitled to send Senators here. It matters not whether the 
designation of Senators as ambassadors is apt, the purpose of the 
illustration is served. It would be just as logical to claim it ag 
one of the inherent rights of this Senate to determine, by its own 
judgment and will, independently of any statute and in defiance 
of the lawmaking power, whether a community offering to send a 
Senator to this was or was not a State in the Union as to 
claim that the President must necessarily exercise the exclusive 
power to determine upon and ——— the independence of a 
people in order that he might properly perform the duty of receiy- 
ing ambassadors and ministers. 

r. WHITE. Will the Senator from Georgia permit me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. BACON. Certainly. 

Mr. WHITE. Suppose the case of a country which by means 
of a revolution has actually severed itself from another country; 
that Congress had not recognized its independence, but that a 
party claiming to be and actually being the accredited party rep- 
resenting the government presents himself to the dent and 
claims to be the am or or minister of that government. 
Would the reception of such minister or representative by the 
= be a recognition of the independence of that govern- 
men 

Mr. BACON. As a final recognition, I should certainly say no, 
It would be a recognition upon which courts could act. 

Mr. WHITE. Allow me to present another question. Could 
such recognition be revoked at all by anybody? 

Mr. BACON. I recognize the principle of law—there is no ques- 
tion about this—that whenever there has been an authoritative 
recognition of a government it can not be revoked; but I say that 
whenever there has been simply a tentative reception of an ambassa- 
dor from a government not theretofore independent, done during 
a recess of Congress by the Executive, while it would give him a 
certain quasi position which the courts would eso long 
as he occupied it, it would be competent for the lawmakin 
power, when Congress assembled, to determine whether or no 
that government which claimed to be independent and which 
represented a people who had sundered a certain portion of terri- 
tory from another country with which this Government was in 
amicable relations, should so stand as an independent country, or 
whether this Government should refuse to recognize it and say it 
still constituted an integral part of the mother country. I will 
come * _& moment to a line of argument which sustains that 
pro ion. 

r. HALE. Then the Senator would say that after rocog- 
nition, in the manner which has been indicated by him, had been 
—— by the Executive and the minister had been received and 

assumed the functions of a minister, Congress could order him 
sent home? 

Mr. BACON. Most undoubtedly. I do not hesitate on that 
proposition, sir—not a icle. 

But, Mr. President, right in that connection I wish to say that 
while of course the argument of inconvenience is a proper argu- 
ment for consideration, it is never an ent which can settle 
finally the question of legal power. The illustrations as to the ar- 
= of inconvenience which the distin ed Senator from 

ifornia and the distinguished Senator Maine suggest to 
me are both of them illustrations which would be met easily by 
the lawmaking power if it would take up this subject and legis- 
late on it as it ought todo. If the power rests with Congress to 
determine when a nation is an independent nation, if that is the 
highest act of sovereignty, as Mr. Seward said it was, if it belongs 
ere to the department of government which exercises almost 
without exception all of the powers of the sovereignty of this 
Government, the fact that it can not be conveniently exercised by 
Co by act or joint resolution during a recess, does not pre- 
vent this Congress or any future Con from passing a general 
law which shall ap what shall be done in such cases as the 
Senators have indicated. : 

The position that Congress is the ultimate power to determine 
whether in a disputed case a nation is or is not an independent 
nation is fortified by the consideration that ed, meanin 
of this provision of the Constitution is that the dent sha 
receive ambassadors or ministers from such governments as the 
lawmaking re of this Government shall consent to diplomatic 
relations wi Iam sorry that the Senator from California who 
propounded a question to me a“ moments ago is not here, be- 
cause what I shall now say will have some ng on the question 





1897. 


‘CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE 


753 





which heasked me, although not direct. The legitimate construc- 
tion of that is that he shall receive ambaisadors and ministers 
from such governments as Congress shall vonsent to have diplo- 
matic relations with. . 

This consent is assumed to be given in the cases of all civilized 
independent nations with which this Government is at . 
But will anyone contend for a moment that it is beyond the power 
of Congress to say by statute or joint resolution that this Govern- 
ment will not hold diplomatic relations with any particular gov- 
ernment it may designate? 

Mr. President, it is understood to be true that during the 
twelve months or so there have been thirty or forty thousand or 
more of Armenians—defenseless men, women, and children— 
mercilessly butchered in Turkey, and that this has been done, 
if not by the command, with the wish and approval of the Turk- 
ish Government. Suppose that Congress by a joint resolution or 
statute regularly enacted should declare the Turks to be without 
the pale of civilization, that they are savages and fiends, and 
order that this Government thereafter shall hold nodiplomatic rela- 
tions with the Turkish Government. Willit be contended for a 
momentthat when diplomatic relations with that Government were 
thus sundered by Congress the President could refuse to obey the 
law and still receive a minister from Turkey? If Congress has the 

ower to sunder diplomatic relations with Turkey and send away 
Ser minister and prohibit the reception of any diplomatic repre- 
sentative from that Government, it has the power to do the like, 
in its discretion and judgment, in the case of any other govern- 
ment. 

It is difficult to see any ground upon which an argument can be 
based denying the power of Congress in such case. The power to 
declare war, which is by the Constitution vested in Congress exclu- 
sively, must of necessity include the inferior power to sunder 
diplomatic relations, not only when war is declared, but at any 
time, and for any cause by it deemed to be sufficient. The power 
to declare war must involve the ultimate supreme control of all 
those relations out of which war may grow. It must therefore 
foliow logically that if Congress has the power in its discretion 
thus to sunder diplomatic relations and to forbid the reception 
of an ambassador or minister from that government, then Con- 
gress is the final power to determine from what countries ambas- 
sadors or ministers shall be received. If so, the President is but 
the agency designated for the reception of ambassadors or minis- 
ters from Ss with which Congress directly or tacitly 
consents to hold diplomatic relations. 

It is idle to say that power to the contrary rests with the Execu- 
tive unless we are prepared to further and admit that the 
President would still have the right to officially receive in the 
Executive Mansion and negotiate with a foreign minister after 
Congress had by law duly enacted declared there should be no 
diplomatic vaabeee between this Government and the govern- 
ment of that minister. I must believe, Mr. President, that the 
most ardent advocate of extreme executive prerogatives will hesi- 
tate before he will undertake to maintain that the President has 
any such autocratic power. : 

o what conclusion then, Mr. President, does this proposition, 
if successfully maintained, inevitably lead? The inherent power 
to recognize and determine, so far as this Government is con- 
cerned, the question of the independence of a nation is claimed 
for the Executive upon the ground that it is for him to determine 
what government is entitled to send an ambassador or minister 
to this Government. But if pero hes we is not true, if on the 
contrary the controlling power with Congress to determine 
whether — ambassador or minister shall be received by this 
Government from any designated people or government, then the 
inherent power does not belong to the Executive. The inherent 
power must follow the original power, and it also must vest with 
such original power in Congress. It is impossible as a proposi- 
tion of law that the inherent power shall rest exclusively in the 
President, while the original cee which alone gives existence 
to the inherent power, rests ultimately and absolutely with Con- 


gress. 

Sir, I must utterly dissent from the proposition that the duty 
of receiving am ors and ministers in the contemplation of 
the Constitution devolves upon the President the power, in his 
single will, to determine without regard to the sanction of the 
lawmaking power, whether a minister is accredited to this Gov- 
ernment by a government of a free and independent nation where 
that question is in dispute. The ambassadors and ministers 
which the Constitution in contemplation—directs the Presi- 
dent to receive—are those from a independent govern- 
ments—governments the existence and independence of which are 
80 universally recognized and undisputed that courts would take 
judicial knowledge of their status, and of which the President 
would take like knowledge, without proof. The whole Pe 
our Government, as well as the genius and purpose of our 
representative institutions, are utterly at war with the construc- 
tion that out of the simple duty imposed to receive ambassadors 
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and ministers should be evolved the sovereign power in the Exec- 
utive, in his unrestrained discretion and in pursuance of his 
unbridled will, to say authoritatively and finally that a people 
theretofore a part of a recognized foreign sovereignty either had 
or had not won the right to be a new, independent nation, and 
thus say and authoritatively decree, even though his judgment 
were op by the opinions and wishes of the entire Congress 
and of the entire a 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to make a suggestion to the Senator 
from Georgia at this point. Ido not want to interrupt him, how- 
ever. 

Mr. BACON. It is no interruption. 

Mr. ALLEN. It isa point in connection with the thought he 
is now developing. If the position of the Senator from Maine be 
true, that the power to recognize is an original and exclusive 
power of the Chief Executive, then, if he shall see fit to do so, he 
might recognize a straggling community of a few hundred people, 
which would be binding upon us. 

Mr. BACON. I will come to a case of that kind in a moment. 

Mr. ALLEN. Orhe might denyrecognition toa perfectly estab- 
lished nation of a million or more people. 

Mr. BACON. That is right. I will come to that point later. 

If this power is vested by the Constitution in the Executive it is 
an unlimited power. There is no escape from that proposition. 
There are in such case no bounds set within which he is author- 
ized to act and beyond which he can not go. There is in such 
case no other power in the Government which can either command 
or stay his action. The scope of his discretion is without limit, 
and his single will is absolute law. What he refuses to do no 


other power in the Government can do or compel him to do. 
What he does no other power in the Government can oppose or 
prevent. His uncontrolled and uncontrollable action in the exer- 


cise of an act of the highest sovereignty of the Government—one 
which, so far as the action of this powerful Government can affect 
it, alters the map of the world, and changes the relation of this 
Government to other governments—one which may in strong 
probability involve it in war—such an action, within his sole 
power, is final, without a peal and without power of reversal! 

Those who claim that this power rests exclusively in the Execu- 
tive must follow their argument to its final results, and they can 
not escape the conclusion that if this contention is correct no 
monarch in the day of arbitrary and unlimited rule ever wielded 
more absolute and unquestioned power than does the President of 
the United States in this regard. I will add that there is not on 
earth to-day a constitutional monarch who personally wields such 
power; not one. 

If there should be an insurrection in Manitoba and its leaders 
should set up a government for the whole of Canada, and the 
President should recognize the independence of Canada against 
the opinion and wish of Congress and of the whole country, it 
would, if their contention be true, be a final act beyond the power 
of question or control by Congress. On the other hand, if at the 
time of the beginning of an Administration the Cubans should 
drive every Spaniard off the island and set up and maintain a 
government complete in all its functions and recognized by every 
other nation on the earth and the President should refuse through- 
out his term of office to recognize Cuban independence, such 
refusal would prevent recognition for four years even though 
every member of Congress and every other man in the United 
States favored such recognition. It will be said that these are 
extreme and improbable cases, and I reply that the correctness of 
a is tested by extreme cases. 

r. President, it is the evident purpose of the Constitution, in 
case the President and Congress should unfortunately come in 
conflict, that the latter should control the former. It limits the 
President’s exercise of almost every important function by requir- 
ing thereto the approval and cooperation either of the two Houses 
of Congress or of the Senate. But more than this, it puts abso- 
lutely within the oo of Congress, two-thirds of each House con- 
curring, without his approval, and despite his disapproval, to dic- 
tate to him every law that he shall administer. And as a final 
evidence of this intent, the Constitution places within the power 
of a majority of the House and of two-thirds of the Senate to im- 

‘+h and remove the President from office for any alleged mis- 
conduct which they may deem tobe a highcrime and misdemeanor, 
How is it possible to recognize such intent to place controlling 
power in the hands of Congress, with the contention that the Con- 
stitution has clothed the President with exclusive, absolute, un- 
limited power, regardless of the will of Congress, in dealing with 
all the foreign relations of this Government, the making of trea- 
ties alone excepted. 

The utter unreasonableness, themonstrosity of sucha contention, 
is found in the fact that the management and control of the for- 
eign relations is one of the chief functions of the Federal Govern- 
ment. Of the two principal objects which led to the formation of 


the Federal Government, one was to regulate and control the 


reciprocal relations between the several States, and the other was 
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to regulate and control the relations between foreign governments 
and the Statesin theaggregate. The position is unreasonable and 
untenable that in the formation of a government where such care 
‘was taken to deny the Executive every attribute of sovereignty, the 
pardoning power alone excepted, there should be found, not by 
express grant, but by inference only, an intention to confer upon 
the President royal power, unrestrained and unlimited, in the wide- 
reaching and important matter of foreign relations, excepting only 
in the matter of treaties. 

The contention that it was the intention of the Constitution to 
confer the unlimited and exclusive power upon the President in 
dealing with any branch of foreign affairs is utterly irreconcil- 
able with the fact that the Constitution does not permit him to 
declare war, that it only permits him to make a treaty with a 
foreign nation when two-thirds of the Senate consents to it, and 
that it requires him to procure the consent of the Senate to every 
foreign appointment he makes, from the ranking ambassador to 
England down to the humblest consul in the Island of Haiti. 

Mr. President, it is not only opposed to the spirit of our repre- 
sentative institutions and to the letter of the Constitution that 
such unlimited power should be placed in the hands of one man, 
but it would be unsafe todo so. The President is but one man 
taken from the ranks of the public men of the country, in most 
instances not superior either in ability or experience to average 
of those standing in the front rank. 

In this day of the powerful influences exerted by powerful 
interests it is safer that the determination of such great questions 
should not be within the will and discretion of any one man, but 
that these questions should be under the control of the great law- 
making power, which has been invested by the Constitution with 
almost every function of sovereignty in the Government. 

Mr. President, there are strong and ingenious arguments urged 
in favor of the possession of this exclusive and soverei wer 
by the Executive, but I submit that no argument is conclusive on 
this question which does not rest upon a nt of power in the 
Constitution, either express or imphed. These arguments are in 
the main rested upon the facts that the executive department has 
in a number of instances assumed to exercise the power; that the 
officers of the executive department have, in their diplomatic cor- 
respondence, claimed the right in that de ent to exercise the 
power, and that there are cases in which the dicta of the courts 
speak of it as an executive power. 

These facts, while entitled to weight and consideration, are none 
of them conclusive in the settlement of this question. 

In the many instances which have been cited in which the Ex- 
ecutive has recognized a change of government or the independ- 
ence of a nation there is not one in which it may not be shown 
that the act was with the actual or implied assent of C e8s. 
There is not a single instance in which there is the least evidence 
of opposition by Congress and action by the Executive contrary 
to the will and wishes of Congress. The Executive is the agency 
through which the lawmaking power of tte Government deals 
with foreign governments. uch is left to the judgment and 
discretion of the executive department, and so long as the acts 
of the department are not objected to by Congress they are tacitly 
acquiesced in by the lawmaking power. 

Furthermore, it is true that a very large number of these rec- 
ognitions, as shown by the memorandum submitted by the Sen- 
ator from Maine, were made by accrediting diplomatic agents or 
consuls to the new governments, all of whom were necessarily con- 
firmed by the Senate. In such cases there was not only the im- 
plied assent of Congress to the act of recognition, but the direct 
action of the Senate. 

So that the instances cited of the exercise of this power by the 
Executive do not constitute precedents establishing the rule in 
favor of this exclusive right or power in the Executive and in 
denial of the final right of control in the lawmaking power. 

The Senator from Maine, who does me the honor to be inter- 
ested in this argument, was engaged at the time I stated the prop- 
osition—in which, if I am incorrect, I hope the Senator at some 
future time will set me right—that there is noinstance in the his- 
tory of this Government where the Executive has exercised this 
power in conflict with the express wilbof Congress tothe contrary. 

Nor do the writings and diplomatic correspondence of officers 
of the executive department furnish a sufficient basis for the con- 
tention in favor of this exclusive Executive power, except in so 
far as they are shown to be rested upon constitutional grant of 
power. That these officers of the executive department should 
endeavor to magnify their office is not to be wondered at. That 
their claims thus expressed have provoked the utterance of no 
dissent from Congress is due to the fact that in no instance prior 
to the utterances of Secretary Olney have they, in asserting them, 
directly antagonized the legislative department and made an issue 
as to the right and power to deal authoritatively with 
the question. That an i now been directly e and 
that issue has now been distinctly raised by the present Secretary 
of State. In anticipation of the action of Congress he has in the 


means a Leanne ee - pee. — —s authority, and 
roclaim ough the ign nations that even if 
. So formatted _ 


me action should and put upon the statute 
oks in due form of law, the President would not obey it. He 
has practically threatened Congress with the veto of the President, 
and added that if passed over his veto it would be flung back in 
the face of Congress asso much waste paper. Never was cha!- 
lenge of aa more y made; never was defiance of authority 
more bo ally =. If Congress is uiescent, if the challengos 
is unheeded, if the defiance is permi to pass without the asser-. 
tion by Congress of its prerogative, it must be confessed that 
there will be in such case at least one precedent of claim of exclu- 
sive power by the executive department which will in the future 
count against the right of Congress to claim this power as one of 
its prerogatives. 

either do the advocates of this exclusive power find support in 
any judicial decision on this question. All the utterances of the 
courts, in so far as they appear to class this as an exclusive Exec- 
utive power, are mere obiter dicta, which these courts themselves 
would refuse to regard as decisions if the question were now 
directly presented for their adjudication. There is no single case 
in which the issue therein presented was whether this power be- 
longed exclusively to the Executive or to the lawmaking power. 
The issue in each of these cases ee re been 
recognition by the Government, and while deciding that issue tho 
ascription of the power to any one department was, as every law- 
yer must recognize, mere obiter. 
, And, sir, in the consideration of these utterances by the courts, 
the fact is not to be overlooked that wherever the power rests to 
determine upon the act of recognition, the performance of the act 
of recognition undoubtedly rests with the Executive. It is 
through the Executive that the fact of recognition by the supreme 
power is made known to the le thus . In dealing 
with the — — there or ae ae <a m 
ina icular case the courts, in speaking of such recognition by 
the cee, can only be legiti construed to have reference 


tothe particular function of the act of recognition by the Executive, 
without reference to the particular department of the Government 


having the final power to determine upon end direct such act. 

I will not attempt now to discuss the question of the power of 
the courts to decide upon the exercise by Co: of its political 
powers. It is sufficient to say that the question has so far never 
been decided by the courts. And the case has never been made 
which would have justified them in attempting so to decide; not 
one can be found in the books. 

Mr. GRAY. May I ask the Senator whether in making that 
assertion he has in view the case in 3 Sumner, in which Judge 
Story —— 

Mr. BACON. Possibly the Senator did not understand the 
statement which I made. The statement I made was that there 
never had been a case made where the distinct issue, where tho 
question to be decided, that upon which and under which rights 
were to be determined, was whether a recognition by the execu- 
tive department in contradistinction to the right of the legislative 


was a valid ition. 
Mr. GRAY. ut there is a case re in 3 Sumner—— 
Mr. BACON. There are plenty of cases where they —_—- 


Mr. GRAY. In which the only recognition had been the exec- 
utive recognition, and the court decided distinctly there that it 
was a which the judicial department would recognize 
as valid. ‘ 

Mr. BACON. Most undoubtedly, and in accord with what | 
have said. All this recognition was thro the executive (e- 
partment. There is no o medium by which recognitions are 
made. My contention is that the ultimate power todecide whether 
it shall be done or not is in the legislative department, and that 
where there is no disavowal by the legislative department, espe- 
cially where they go forward and do acts which show that they 
confirm it, it is an affirmation of it—a ratification. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Georgia permit me to ask 
him there what he says as to the case which—— 

Mr. BACON. Which the Senator suggested? : 

Mr. HOAR. Not exactly that, but upon this particular point: 
oe day of March of .a year when eee 
journ , the President recognizes anew government. Now, 
mes is no ee of —— December, or mal 

ere is no implied acquiescence of Congress. Does that have any 
lawful effect whatever, or any lawful relation to conduct of Ameri- 
can citizens during the summer? Is the ambassador who is re- 
ceived entitled to sue in the Supreme Court of the United States 
for that summer? . 

Mr. BACON. I will state to the i Senator from 
Massachusetts that the same question has been asked me, 
at a time when the Senator was not in the Chamber, by the Sen- 
ator from California . Ware], and that I have already 
answered it. But I will answer it again in brief. 1 say that of 
course the reception by the President is good so far as an official 
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recognition that the courts will enforce, that it is in the nature - 


a tentative ition. All intervening rights, of course, 

be preserved u that recognition, just like the de facto acts of 
any government or officer; but it is within the power of oe 
when it convenes to say as to that particular piece of territory 
which the President determined should thereafter be an inde- 
pendent government and should not thereafter be a part of the 
mother country, that the action is reversed and we do not — 
of it, and it is still a part of Great Britain, for instance, or Spain, 
or any other country. : 

Mr. moss. Then, until Congress has negatived the President’s 
act, it is valid? . 

Mr. BACON. Until Congress negatives the President's act it is 
in the nature of a tentative recognition, and in that case it entitles 
them to legal rights. ! oF ios 

Mr. HOAR. And the recognition is binding on our courts and 
on our citizens? 

Mr. BACON. I will say to the distinguished Senator from 
Massachusetts that that particular illustration and that particular 
answer was suggested to me by one of the strongest constitutional 
lawyers known to this country, and one who has held (I will not 
say whether he does not now hold) a very high judicial position. 

Mr. HOAR. I simply wanted to understand the Senator. Then, 
taking the ground, as the Senator does, that the Executive may 
make a recognition which shall be binding on the courts and on 
American citizens and every portion of the country until Congress 
has negatived it, does the Senator say we should pass a resolution 
declaring that the power is exclusively one in Congress? 

Mr. BACON. I think so most undoubtedly, because the ulti- 
mate power is there and the validity of it depends upon the implied 
assent of Congress. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator—— 

Mr. BACON. But, if the Senator will pardon me just a moment 
and then I will hear him, I want to finish this point. I wish to 
say that the distinguished and honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts has not done me the honor to hear my argument, and he 
comes in momentarily and pr nds a question which, if he had 
heard the whole of it, he would not have put. I desire also to 
repeat that the argument of inconvenience does not overthrow a 
legal proposition; that the argument of inconvenience is one to be 
met by appropriate legislation. I would suggest that the proper 
legislation in this case is in the recognition by Congress of its 
supreme and ultimate power, and in a provision which will meet 
all of the cases that the distinguished Senator suggests might pro- 
duce inconvenience. It.is perfectly competent, if the ultimate 

wer is in Congress, for Congress to pass a law which shall regu- 
ate the manner in which the President shall proceed under such 
circumstances, and to preserve the rights of all parties. Now I 
shall be glad to hear the distingui Senator from Maine. 

Mr. HALE. I was only going to suggest that the Senator's 
argument, ingenious as it is, enforces more strongly than ever 
upon me the strength of the proposition in the Constitution that 
the President may receive ambassadors. Otherwise the conten- 
tion of the Senator must amount to this, that the receiving of 
ambassadors does not fix the status of the state received; that it 
is only a temporary act to be overridden by Congress, and that 
the provision should have been. in order that the language might 
measure the effect, ‘‘ temporarily receive.” 

Mr. BACON. No, sir; not by any means. 

Mr. HALE. Clearly that is the result that the Senator reaches. 

Mr. BACON. Not at all. 

Mr. HALE. Because, he says that, although on the 5th of 
March, after the aapoumnent of Congress, the ident receives 
an ambassador, it does not fix the status of the country received; 
it does not fix its recognition except temporarily, and that when 
Congress assembles it may at once, without stretch of power but 
by powers clearly granted to it, overthrow the whole thing. If 
that be true, it is certainly only a temporary reception. 

Mr. BACON. Let me give an illustration to the distinguished 
Senator from Maine, the force of which I think he will appreciate. 
I suppose we all understand that the Senator from Maine regards 
it as an unheard-of proposition that in the present condition of 
affairs the independence of the Island of Cuba should be recognized. 
That is the emphatic statement in substance which he has fre- 


eee in private and in this Chamber. 
Mr. HALE. ardly ‘“‘unheard of,” because we have heard a 
great deal of it. 

Mr. BACON. Possibly [ am in error in that, but that it would 


be an extremely improper thing to do. 

Mr. HALE. Nota wise thing to do. 

Mr. BACON. Nota wise thing todo. The illustration I want 
to submit to the Senator is this: We are at amity with Spain. 
We hoid all the relations with her that we hold with other civil- 

nations with which we are at . There is no doubt 
about the fact that Spain has a title to the Island of Cuba; that 
as it now stands it is an integral part of her territory; that it is 
subject to her sovereignty. 

There are distinguished gentlemen who are members of this 


Congress who are eminently fit to be President, who, bv experi- 
ence and capacity, are recognized by the country as fit for that 
office, who think that the Island of Cuba ought to be recognized 
as an independent country. Suppose that one of these gentlemen 
was in the Presidential office. The condition of affairs exists as 
it does now, and on the 4th of March Congress adjourns. That 
President, thinking directly opposite from the manner in which 
the distinguished Senator from Maine thinks in the present con- 
dition of affairs, immediately upon the adjournment of Congress 
recognizes the Island of Cuba as an independent republic under 
these circumstances, where there is so little to justify it, as there 
is in the opinion of the Senator from Maine. 

Now, here is this Government having amicable relations with 
the Government of Spain. Here is this great lawmaking power 
invested with all the attributes of sovereignty except and saving 
the single attribpte of exercising the pardoning power. Congress 
comes back here in December and the condition of affairs has not 
changed. There is still the great want of evidence as to whether 
independence in the Island of Cuba would be proper that there is 
now. Under those circumstances, if every Senator in this Cham- 
ber and every member of the House of Representatives thought 
that the President had done wrong, if they thought that it had 
been an outrage on Spain, that Spain was still legitimately entitled 
to rule over that island, will the Senator from Maine say that the 
action of that President would be final and that the lips of every 
Senator and every Representative would be closed and dumb, and 
that the matter could never be reversed? 

Mr. HALE. Inacase like the one the Senator has given, ap- 
plied to Cuba, or as it has been applied to other people seeking 
recognition, if the President formally receives a minister, as has 
been done in the history of this Government, and he comes to 
Washington, and the President in return sends an agent duly ae- 
eredited by him to that power, I should say that any case against 
the recognition of that people would be practically hopeless, and 
that no instance would ever be found where under such circum- 
stances that recognition will be reversed. The history of every 

ent shows exactly what the presumption is, that the Execu- 
tive will be conservative in his action; and when he does what 
the Senator himself has put as a President doing, and all the ac- 
companying acts go with it, 1 should say that when in December 
Congress assembles there never will a case arise where that recog- 
nition will be taken back. 

Mr. BACON. I do not agree with the Senator in that proposi- 
tion. I am inclined to think that if the position were reversed, 
and the Senator had the same view as he has now of the right of 
Cuba to be recognized as an independent government, and if a 
President should assume to exercise that great sovereign power in 
the name of this Government, the distinguished Senator from 
Maine, while 1 doubt not the honesty and sincerity of the present 
expression of what he would anticipate, would be one of the first 
to assert the power of the department of the Government in which 
all these great powers of sovereignty have been lodged, and to say 
to the President, “‘ You shall not do this great wrong to a country 
with which this Government is at peace, and it shall be reversed;” 
and that it would be a legal action I have not the shadow of a 
doubt so far as my limited ability as a lawyer permits me to 
judge of it. 

Mr. HALE. Go still further in my theory of acquiescence in 
recognition. If it followed that by the action of the Executive in 
recognizing a province of a country with which we were at peace 
war ensued between that country and this country because of 
such recognition, no instance would be found where there would 
not be (while it would be called and believed to be a calamity) a 
disposition to sustain the Government in the war that followed. 
I should regret it—— 

Mr. BACON. We would all stand by the Government, of 
course, in case of war. 

Mr. HALE. Everybody would regret it; but the acquiescence 
would be such that if war came we would pursue the war and 
maintain the honor of the country; and if war did not come I 
should look upon the case as hopeless after the recognition. 

Mr, BACON. Mr. President, I beg the indulgence of the Senata 
only a few minutes. 1 have occupied very much longer time than 
I anticipated, but of course it has not all been consumed by me. 

I think I may say that if neither in the prior exercise of this 
power by the executive department, nor in the writings and diplo- 
matic correspondence of the officers of that department, nor in the 
decisions of the courts there has been a settlement of this question, 
it then stands now for determination by the test of argument upon 
the constitutional grant of power. It is not a question for deter- 
mination by precedents, because there are no controlling prece- 
dents, and it must be decided on original constitutional principles. 

Mr. President, the fact is not to be disguised that the actual 
exercise of power by the executive branch of the Government in 
this day far ex the bounds set for it by the Constitution. 
The correspondence in relative position of a president in a repub- 
lic and of a king in a monarchy; the glamour of a great office in 
which one man among 70,000,000 is chosen as the sole head of a 
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great department of the Government, while in the other depart- 
ments the honors are divided among many; the gigantic measure 
of patronage and removal where he seems to have unlimited power 
to bestow, or to withhold, or to take away—these and other in- 
fluences combine to elevate in the popular mind the prerogatives 
of the President far above the point fixed for them in the Con- 
stitution. : 

It is remarkable fact that in England, a monarchy, the con- 
stant progress has been toward restraint of executive power and 
the enlargement of the power of the legislative branch of the Gov- 
ernment, until now practically all political power is in the con- 
trol of the elected representatives of the people. It is a fact still 
more remarkable that in the United States, designed distinctively 
as a representative republic, there has been a no less steady prog- 
ress in the direction of the absorption of power by the Executive 
and its practical surrender by Congress. * 

Mr. President, this is a most vital question. Its great impor- 
tance is not due to the fact that it has arisen out of the progress of 
the Cuban question, or that its determination may affect the future 
of Cuba. Its chief importance is because it concerns the proper 
exercise of the great functions of our Government, and because 
its decision is to affect the future of the American people. With 
this arrogant avowal and assumption of power, with this out- 
spoken defiance of law when duly enacted, silence on the floor of 
Congress invites further encroachment by the executive depart- 
ment. Acquiescence by Congress in such encroachment is to 
encourage and increase the growth and exercise of the great one- 
man power, which the framers of the Constitution studiously 
sought to deny to the executive head. They set bounds to the 

eat powers with which they invested him, and there is no more 

inding obligation on Congress than to see to it that he does not 
pass them. 

The history of the struggles of centuries to free the peoples of 
the earth from the domination of one-man power is the world’s 
history of the struggle of all mankind for liberty. 

The great struggle of centuries has been to free the people from 
the domination of one-man power. The culmination and triumph 
in that struggle was typified in the formation of this Government. 
So long as the executive head is confined in the exercise of power 
to these bounds set for him by the organic law, there can be no 
one-man domination. 

To guard and fortify against the growth of power centered in 
one man, which all experience had shown to aggressive and 
dangerous, the legislative is, under the Constitution, made the 
highest branch of this Government. While it isin no manner 
answerable to either of the other branches of Government, on the 
contrary all officers of all other branches of the Government are 
answerable to Congress as to a tribunal of final power. The great 
governmental functions, the exercise of the great powers of the 
sovereignty of the Government, have been committed to it by the 
Constitution with the particular design and intent that they shall 
not be exercised by the Executive; that, at great cost of blood 
and treasure, wrested as they had been from the grasp of kings, 
these great powers should never be again within the control of 
any one man. 

The fundamental pu was to elevate the people rather than 
to exalt any man who of necessity should be set up torule. The 
supreme design was that their commands should be executed by 
him, rather than that they should be subjected to his will, “‘ to 
the end, that this may be a government of laws and not of men.” 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BrowninG, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills: 

A bill (S. 1448) to withdraw from the Supreme Court jurisdic- 
tion of criminal cases not capital, and confer the same on the cir- 
cuit courts of appeals; 

A bill (S. 8050) to validate the appointments, acts, and services 
of certain deputy United States marshals in the Indian Territory, 
and for other purposes; and 


A bill (8. 3210) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The m also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills: 


A bill (8.1646) providing for certain requirements for vessels 
propelled by gas, fluid, naphtha, or electric motors; and 

A bill (S, 1726) to approve and ratify the construction of a 
bridge across the Red River, between the States of Arkansas and 
Texas, at a point above the town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said 
river, built by the Texarkana Northern Railway Company, but 
now owned and operated by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Rail- 
way Company, and to authorize the latter company to maintain 


said bri over said waterway, subject to certain stipulations 
and conditions. 


SULPHUR RIVER BRIDGE, IN ARKANSAS. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1722) to ap- 
rove and ratify the construction of a bridge across the Sulphur 
iver, in the State of Arkansas, by the Texarkana and Fort Smith 
Railway Company, which was, on page 3, after section 4, to insert: 
Sec. 5. That this act shall be null and void if actual construction of th 


bridge herein authorized be not commenced within one year and completed 
within three years from the date of approval thereof. 
to that amend- 


Mr. FRYE. I move that the Senate di 
ment andask for a conference with the House of Representatives, 

Mr. BATE. What is the bill? 

Mr. FRYE. It is a bridge bill, and the House of Representa- 
tives put on an amendment providing that the building of tho 
bridge must be commenced within one year and completed within 
three years, when the bridge is already in ce. 

Mr. BATE. Do I understand that the bridge is located in Ar- 
kansas? 

Mr. FRYE. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion 
of the Senator from Maine, that the Senate disagree to the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives and ask for a conference 
with the House thereon. , 

The motion was a to. 

By unanimous consent, the Presiding Officer was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. Vest, 

r. NELSON, and Mr. BERRY were appointed. 

. Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 12 minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, January 
14, 1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. ; 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate January 18, 1897, 
POSTMASTERS. 

Alexander A. McPhee, to be postmaster at Wagoner, in the 
Creek Nation and Indian Territory, in the place of Frank W, 
Barnes, removed. 

John H. Whelan, to be postmaster at Weymouth Center, in the 
county of Norfolk and State of Massachusetts, in the place of 
Robert F. Shaw, whose commission — Jan 7, 1897. 

John J. Winn, to be postmaster at Haverhill, in the county of 
Essex and State of Massachusetts, in the place of Henry H. John- 
son, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Peter A. Peterson, to be r at Cannon Falls, in the 
county of Goodhue and State of Minnesota, in the place of Peter 
A. Peterson, whose commission expires January 28, 1897. 

James F. Maher, to be postmaster at Litchfield, in the county of 
Meeker and State of Minnesota, in beg go of John W. Wright, 
whose commission expired December 22, 1896. _- 

John Schmelz, to be SP manne at Springfield, in the county of 
Brown and State of Minnesota, in the place of Michael Huiras, 
whose commission expires January 23, 1897. 

William Gill, to be postmaster at Rockaway, in the county of 
Morris and State of New Jersey, in the place of Edward H. Todd, 
whose commission expired January 7, 1897. 

Edwin L. Drake, to be postmaster at Winchester, in the county 
of Franklin and State of Tennessee, in the place of Jesse M. Little- 
ton, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

John A. Isaacson, to be pee at South S ior, in the 
county of Douglas and State of Wisconsin, in the of Frank 
C. Cerveny, whose commission expired January 5, 1897. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 13, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. CoupEn. 


The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Mr.PAYNE. Mr. er, House bill No. 2668 was erroneously 
referred to the Commi on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, as 
it is a bill for the amendment of the tariff law, and by 
direction of the committee I ask that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

There was no objection, and the change of reference was made. 

AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. WADSWORTH, from the Committee on 
ported the bill (H. R. 9961) making a 
ment of Agriculture for the year 
that it be referred to the Committee 
state of the Union. 


ture, re- 
30 1806, end ed 
§ and mov 
the Whole House on the 
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Mr. DOCKERY and Mr. RICHARDSON asked to haveall points 
of order reserved. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, with all points of order reserved. 


TENNESSEE CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION. 


Mr. WASHINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
for the consideration at this time of the Senate joint resolution 
(8. R. 189) which is now on the Clerk’s desk. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 

* t Secre be, and he is hereby, 
aan eau t em wai’ eae for erection of the build- 
ing for the Government exhibit at the Tennessee Centennial Exposition au- 
thorized by the act of Congress approved December 22, 1896, wi t public 
advertisement. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this joint resolution? . 

Mr. BAILEY. I reserve the right to object, Mr. Speaker. I 
take it that this joint resolution is intended merely to expedite 
the construction of the building, and does not increase the appro- 
priation or authorize the Secretary to contract beyond the amount 
of the appropriation already made. 

Mr. WASHINGTON. r. § er, in answer to the inquiry 
of the gentleman, I will state that this joint resolution does not 
change the bill as it passed here some days ago in any particular 
whatever. It does not increase the appropriation nor authorize 
the Secretary to contract beyond the $30,000 appropriated in the 
bill. It —, allows him to advertise for a shorter time than is 
now required by law. The resolution was introduced at the 
request of the Secretary for the reason that the e ition will 
open on the ist day of May next, and if he is compelled to adver- 
tise for thirty days for tenders for the construction of this build- 
ing, it can not be completed and ready for the opening. The 
Secretary will advertise all the same, but for a shorter time, and 
will communicate with all the persons who are accustomed to 
take contracts for the erection of Government buildings. 

The joint resolution was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and , 

On motion of Mr. WASHINGTON, a motion to reconsider the 


— by which the joint resolution was passed was laid on the 
table. 


> 
PHILLIP KIRSHNER. 


Mr. CORLISS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of House bill No. 3851, to reimburse Col. 
Phillip Kirschner for money paid for the services of a band for the 
Sixteenth Regiment of Ohio Infantry Volunteers. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre' 
directed to reimburse and pay to Col. 

with interest thereon from Au: 
sioned officer in the Army for the services of a band for the Sixteenth er 
ment of Ohio Infantry Volunteers during o war, on proper proof of the 
yment of the said sum by said hner duly submit to and approved 
y the auditing or accounting officer of the Treasury, which sum is hereby 
appropriated for the purpose out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

The SPEAKER. 

of this bill? 


Mr. McMILLIN. Reserving the right to object, I would like 
we have the report read, or else a statement of the merits of the 


of the Treasury be authorized and 
hillip Kirschner the sum of $388.52, 
t 6, 1866, for money = by him asa 


Is there objection to the present consideration 


Mr. CORLISS. The report explains the matter in detail, and I 
ask that it be read. 


The report (by Mr. SNOVER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3851) to 
reimburse Col. Phillip Kirshner for money paid for the services of a band for 
the Sixteenth Regiment of Ohio any Volunteers, respectfully report 


that a careful exami of this claim shows the following facts: 
That Col responded to the President's proclamation of 
AC ddvee monte tant a gel te Bit ta ovate Spare 
»on . served un a 
1861, on which latter da company was mustered out of service. The 
army records r show that in the service October 13, 1861, 
as of the Sixteenth Ohio Infantry Volunteers, and served in the y 
until ber 31, 1864, ving colonel for era service. 
teentn Oh Infantry. a M Apri 23, teen as a ia hier on 
Tr iaim is f = hy Se smaatad ae 
‘or money t ob- 
him for pt Rs mot | the band rendered to. The Biotesath Ohio 
Infantry Sea ame De 
it appears that on July 2 Ts0l fterwards allowed by the Gove Bent ; 
Oe Sreent ot Ste oe aWer cone services, ei 
ai. coved to refund, out of. "not othe = 


an money in the ot’ 
Fetes. to the volunteers called out by the fede ea ee, 

SAS Se Oe sepa & peas a mae pave Nom by 
said volun e employmen company bands during 
the fal cls corvettes nal aoe - 
It seem from the acts above referred to that commissioned officers 
were e bands, and the funds advanced by them Fefunded 


Kirshner has submitted in su Cf hin clades cortilied copies 


goon sh the iene him of the st 
Stated in the bill, together wi an athdavit of the leader of the band : 


forth the terms of the contract and the reasons for the nonpayment of the 
full amount thereof by the Government. 


It also copeace, to the satisfaction of the committee, that the reason for the 
long delay in the presentation of this claim arose from the fact that Colonel 
, until within a few has had ample private means, and did not 
intend to call upon the Government until forced by adverse circumstan 
and blindness to ask for this relief. The claimant is at the present time blin 
and in financial and your committee recommend that the bill for his 
relief do pass, with the following amendments: 


b out lines 5 and 6 and the words “and sixty-six,” in line 
7, and substitute aired ** $337.52." = 


Seer oe an EES name appears to be aclerical error, and should 


Mr. McMILLIN. I notice that there are several amendments 
vided for. Am TI correct in understanding that the item for 
interest is stricken out? 

Mr. CORLISS. Yes, sir; on the recommendation of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Itappears from the report that this man was 
authorized to make the employment. 

Mr. CORLISS. A large number of similar claims were paid, 
but Colonel Kirshner never expected to have to call for the pay- 
ment of this claim. 

Mr. McMILLIN. But it was a liability of the Government 
under the law existing at that time. 

Mr. CORLISS. It so appeared to the committee. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, there is quite a number of these claims, 
and although I have no objection to their merit, Ido not think 
they ought to be passed by unanimous consent; so 1 object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

Su uently 

Mr. COX withdrew his objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say that he will be dis- 
posed hereafter to regard objections as final. 

There being no further objection, the House proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill. 

The amendment reported by the committee was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the title will be amended 
as ee: 

ere was no objection. 

On motion of Mr. CORLISS,'a motion to reconsider the vote by 

which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 
BARZILLA C. HUDSON. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. Mr. Speaker, { ask unanimous consent 
for the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 2253) for the relief 
of Barzilla C. Hudson. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and is hereby, authorized 
to remove the charge of desertion from the military record of Barzilla C. Hud- 


son, late of Battery D, Fourth United States Artillery, and grant him an hon- 
orable harge. 


The SPEAKER. 
of this bill? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to object, I 
will ask that the report be read. 

The report (by Mr, PARKER) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Militar 


Is there objection to the present consideration 


Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
2253) for the relief of Barzilla C. Hudson, having considered the same, 
recommend that the bill do with amendment. 

This isa bill to remove the charge of desertion and grant an honorable 


Amend by adding “‘ to date May 26, 1865: Provided, That no pay, bounty, or 

other allowance shall become due or payable by virtue of this act.” 
isa similar case to that of John H. Willis (H. R. 4379), already reported 
favorably. These soldiers served from April 22, 1861, to May 26, 1565, Raving 
nm meanwhile transferred to the regular artillery and reenlisted. 


They 
insisted that they understood mer were not to stay after the war. Hudson 
swears his captain told him he could not discharge him, but he could go home. 

of a like bill at the last Congress (Fifty-third, third session, 


The repent 
Report 1668) is as follows: 

* Barzilla C. Hudson enlisted in Company K, Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers, 
on April 22, 1861, to serve three years. 

“On the 9th day of November, 1862, he was honorably discharged from this 
service for the purpose of enlisting in Battery D, Fourth United States 
Artillery, in accordance with General Order, No. 154, of the War Depart- 
ment. 2 object of the order was to recruit the artillery service from the 
ranks of the Volunteer Army. 

“His service in the Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers was honorable and 


thful. 

“ He immediately enlisted in Battery D, Fourth United States Artillery, for 
the unexpired term of Company K, Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers, and 
served to the end of that term, and was discharged therefrom January 31, 
1864. He again enlisted the following day in Battery D, Fourth United States 
Artillery, and served until May ot 1585, when he is reported as having 


“ His entire term of service covers a period from April 22, 1861, until May 26 
is Somes all of which time he was faithful and prompt in the discharge o 


a 
“It will be remembered that at the date of his alleged desertion the war was 
cally cl . _ The volunteer armies were disintegrating, and thousands 
of the volunteer soldiers returned to their homes without the formality of a 
He would be entitled to his discharge upon these facts had he 
Fred rely in the Volunteer Army, but having been transferred to the 
States troops, the general law does not cover his case. 
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“Tt is a fact well known that the ranks of the Beguine Army were greatly 
depleted, and that the service in the artillery was extrahazardous, and that 
his enlistment in that service was of no oaeunbnan to him, but sulner a favor 
to the Government. The fact that he enlisted in the volunteer service dur- 

g the war would justify the impression which he seems to-have had that 

is term of service was limited to that war. He says that he so understood 
st, and that he only followed the example of others t respect. 

*Heis a man of good reputation and returned immediately to his home and 
ve no evidence of any intention to avoid detection, but has remained con- 
Finne ously at his home up to this date 

* U nder am these tacts, your committee think the charge of desertion should 
be remove: 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill. 

The amendments reported by the committee were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. OVERSTREET, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


COGSWELL & CO. 


Mr. COBB. Iask unanimous consent for the present consider- | 
ation of the bill (H. R. 939) for the relief of Cogswell & Co. 


The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc.. That the Commissioner of Internal Revenue be, and is 
hereby, authorized and directed to reopen the refunding claim of well 
& Co.. of St. Louis, Mo., for $1,306, which claim is now on file in his office, to 


exaniiue it, and allow so much thereof as he may find to have been paid in | 
excess of the amount required by law; and the Secretary of the Treasury is | 
hereby authorized and required to pay such amount as is allowed by the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, out of any money in the Svensury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. COBB, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


HARRIET F. HERRICK. 


Mr. MOODY. Iask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. 2859) granting a pension to Harriet F. 
Herrick. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, at $12 per month, su 
ject to the provisions and ition of the pension laws, the name of Har- 
riet F. Herric i, of Beverly, State of Massachusetts, widow of Moses 8. Her- 
rick, deceased, la’ poainenaben of Company E, Eighth Regiment Massachusetts 
Volunteer es 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 


Mr. CROWTHER. Reserving the right to object, I should like | | gave th 


to hear an e lanation. 

Mr. MOODY. Let the report be read, and I think that will 
satisfy every gentleman of the justice of the bill. 

The report (by Mr. PocLe) was read, as follows: 


‘The Committee on Invalid P. to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
2559) granting a pension to Harriet F. Herrick, re = at ae follows: 

Moses 8. Herrick, husband of the beneficiary of his bill, enlisted A: 50, 
1961, and was mauste in as fourth lieutenant Com ny RB, Bighth Mi Eighth 
chusetts Volunteer Militia os. He was honora 
1861, on surgeon's certificate of disability on account of "mmaunedien of ot right 
leg near the ankle, for gunshot wound of foot received while in 
the Rotunda of the Capitol at Washington, in consequence of the fall of a 
stack of loaded muskets. The evidence does not show that soldier's death 
‘was due toservice. The claim under act of June 27, 1890, was rejected be- 
foot soldier did not serve ninety days. He could not, because he lost his 

‘oot in line of duty. case comes clearly within the class ee it is the 

rovince of this committee to recommend and of the to render re- 

f, and the passage of the bill is recommended. The widow is 60 old, 
and was married to the soldier in 1852. She ownsasmall houseand lot which 
she See, has no other property, and depends upon her daily labor for 
suppor 


There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be and read a 
third time; and it was accordin gly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. MOODY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


HENRY MACERILL, 


Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill a wt R. 3690) restoring a pension to Henry 
Mackvill, alias Henry 

The bill was read, as aelienes 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Sovinry of the Interior be, and _is hereby. 

authorized and directed to or reinstate on the pension roll the name o 

Henry Mackvill, alias Henry Mackey, a late landsman in the United States 

naval service d the war of the 

eth getty roe iets coaee a rectum, disease o 
dneys, and disease of e d necessary results thereof, subject to the 

provisions and limitations of of the pension laws. 


; The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
ows: 


aga Swede 2 Oe reels” ees substitute the name *‘ Mack- 
rill” for “ Mackvill ” in line 5; strike out the word ° * fifteen" in line 7 and 
seeert “twelve ™ Ie iow theeend: and strike out allafter the word “ month,” in 


Aise paeent Ge title of bill 80 as to read: “Granting a pension to Henry 
Mackrill, alias Henry Mackey.” 





The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 


Mr. DOCKERY. I suggest that the report be read; or, if it j 
very lengthy, that the gentleman make a statement. . F 
The report (by Mr. ATRICK) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid to whom was referred the bill (H. p. 


8690) gr to Henry Mackrill, alias Henry Mooi, la 
man in fn the United State ae Navy, having carefully ceneneres oe 


aeanes Zoo as follows 
The ‘Auditor f or oF the wy ha 


‘“Henry Mackrill, landsman, enlisted att 2 naval station at Chicago, and 
was entered on the rolls of the Princeton January 23, 1864, and perved to 
March 3, 1864; on the Ticonderoga to May ¢, 06, 6s ensaeen: on Ge Prince- 
ony ae to Ma a 1865, an: 


ordinary seaman 
Saab to his being a Oonteder ~ or having served in Confederate 


army 
The W: ar Department records shi 
“Henry Mackrill, private, a NA ; th_Mississippi Infantry, Con- 


federate States arm ril 2 at Vicksburp, Miss., f 
years, Be aed ai, 186, "present. ” October Sine 


an 1 
absent, sick since October 1863, a i sree © F Dee 


; ‘absent, missing in action since day ee nes No * 
| ber 25, 1863. aeeeved so as deserter.’ Am not found on of r dato, 
Nature of disa’ 12 ot stated. Prisoner-of-war records show Henry Mack- 
eral, Company D, Ninth eee i ey captured at 


me Chickamauga 
Tenn., November 26, 1868. Il., December 13, 1s, 
where he enlisted in the tnited States Navy, and sent to naval rendezvous, 


Camp Douglas, [11., Jan 25, 1864.” 

Claimant alleges ‘that at breaking out of the war he was a British su 
and engaged in cutting wood on the Lower Mississippi; that the floods wacl 7 
his wood away, and it ——— le to get po Stee or even anything to 
eat unless he enlisted, and under the pressure of surroundings he enlisted 
in the Confederate States army, intending to getaway at first opportunity 
whith came at battle of Mission Ridge, when he and eight otherssurrendere 
to one Union soldier 

When he enlisted i in the United States Navy he asked to have his name ms 
on rolls as “ Henry Mackey.” for fear that he might be taken 
this was not done. After war he was known as ; haa the 
legislature of Indiana change his name to Henry ay became a natural- 
— citizen under that name, and has been known as Henry Mackey ever 


wie, applied for sion under act of June 27, 1890 (filed Jul 1890), and 
ay ®, 1901 and wi with the latter an affidavit : his prior Contes 


ate service. His pension 2, 1891, at —— 
ony 1890, for “ catarrh, disease of rectum, 

e was dropped from the rolls for “ disloyalty ” 1895, under 
onmante < section 4716, Revised Statutes, ha eon y aided or 
abetted rebellion nn the ——— of the U Btates, © 

There is no question in this case but the num & Amey eg er 
forming manual labor. The board of examining Delhi, Ind... 


15, 1891, rated him four-eighteenths eae sees debility, Se -cightoenths x 
t-nasal catarrh, two-eighteenths for ew py eyes, ——a for 
ys, and four-eighteenths for piles, and his ities have progressed 


— then. 

Se en eS ere 1 which prevailed several months 
without objection, while eT aor was still in session, 
that aoe days’ service a ae scams to pre- 
vious thes ty were the prerequisites to a pensiona status that act, 

— a pe .to which your committee he was just! 

entitled, he faithfully served more than one and years an 
—_ ae 

,_Xour committee ore recommend the passage of the bill with the fol- 


aa 
S See eee ee line 4; substitute the name “ Mack- 
rill” for “ Mackvill” in line 6; strike out the word “fifteen” in line 7 and 
ae a= lieu eat end clean out all after the word “month” 
e 


Also amend the title of bill so as “Granting a pension to Henry 
Mackrill, alias Henry Mackey. ta 2 

Mr. ee I wish to ask the gentleman in charge of this 
our HATCH. licant was in the Confederate service. 

Mr. HA t a year or a little over. He was in the 
Union service a ca and a half. The fact is that he was in a 
starving condition when he joined the Confederate army; and at 
the first ee he joined the Union Army. After the war 
he received a pension, which was granted notwithstanding his own 
statement that he had been in the Confederate army. After 
receiving that for some he was last stricken 
off the rolls on account of it having been found that he had served 
in A ng Confederate army 

Mr. DOCKERY. a this bill been unanimously recommended 
by the Committee on Invalid Pensions? 

Mz, DOCKERY. “f shall not interpose any objection 

r not in an if it is the 
policy of the other side to pension ex-Confederates with with a record 


such as is shown by the report in this case. 
Mr. LOUD. This case may have some ; but IT do not 
think it has such merit that it be passed by 


unanimous consent. Let it a ee There 
are other bills there which have equal merit. 


The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the bill is not before 
the House. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN ALABAMA. 


Mr. BANKHEAD. [ask unanimous consent for the consider- 
ation of the bill which I send to the desk. 


The bill was read, as follows: 
4a. B.S 1) to detest She comnty of Bietem Sveum from the northern division 
of the ee Se Alabama and attach the same to the southern 


Be it ete., That the Marion, in be, 

oi ieee ee ere ee ae 

judicial district ‘the Stata of Alnbama and attached to the southera 
vision of said northern judicial district. 
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2. Thatall civil and criminal, he persons 
wen tn endl euunty of Miurien shall bo made returns courts held 
A ne ee ciecait or district courte of the Usined States aguinst pareans 

d e oO col 
pending tm the said county of Marion, at the city of Humtaville in said State, 
shall be determined in courts. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this 
pill? : 

Mr. PAYNE. Let us have some explanation of it. : 

Mr. BANKHEAD. The report is very-short, and I will ask 
that the Clerk read it. 

The report (by Mr. ConNOLLY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
9671) to detach the county of Marion from the northern division of the north- 
ern district of Alabama and attach the same to the southern division of said 
district, report: 

‘The sole purpose of the bill is to transfer the county of Marion from the 
northern to the southern division of the northern ict of the State of 
Alabama. It affects no public interest, except in so far as it concerns the 
single county of Marion, and it a to the committee that by reason of 

roximity to the place of holding the court and directness of routes of travel 

itigants of the county of Marion will be better accommodated in the south- 
ern than in the northern division of said northern district, and as we have 
had no objections to said bill presented, we therefore recommend that the 
bill do pass. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I will state to the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Payne] that this matter has been carefully examined 
by a subcommittee—— 

Mr. PAYNE. The bill seems to be all right. Iam not dis- 
posed to object to it. 


There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was ac ingly read the third time, and i 

On motion of Mr. BAN , @ motion to reconsi the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


DAVID SAMPLE, 


Mr. SPALDING. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 3926) to correct the 
war record of David Sample. 


The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, subject to the right of 

objection. 
he bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to soamend the records of the War t charge 
of mutiny, conduct uae an officer and a gentleman, disobedience 

d defiance of orders from his superior officers from 

ieut. David Sample, late of Company E, Fifteenth Michigan Infantry Vol- 
unteers, and that an honorable be ted to the 


Sample, with all the pay and other emoluments due him at the time of dis- 
charge for all services. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 


Mr. LOUD. I ask that the report accompanying the bill be 
first read. 

The report (by Mr. Fenton) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8926) entitled *‘ A bill to correct the war record of David ” beg leave 
to submit the following report, and recommend that said bill do pass: 

This is a bill enacting that the records of the War Department be so 

as to remove the charge of “ mutiny, conduct un! an officer 


amended 
and a gentleman, and disobedience and defiance of orders from 
officers” from the record of Second Lieut. David 


‘uff 
ing alley they wen ine wees of tenpins. 


u 

other soldiers in the saloon at the time, and the prov came in to 
arrest one, Lieutenant Au who was in the saloon. re was a good 
deal of iil feeling between the soldiers who were in the saloon and the pro- 
vost guards, who were new troops, and the question was raised, according to 
the testimony, as to whether the guard arrest an officer without writ- 
ten authority. It ea that Lieutenant Autenreith resisted ar- 
rast, and after the yore) gone out of doors he (Autenreith) was knocked 
down by a blow from guard before he would submit - 
ple asked the guard t the provost-marshal’s 
office and the Ww resulted in an angry altercation, in which 
—— os and the result was that he (Sample) was arrested and 

en 


Charges were subsequen tly preferred against Sample for “ mutiny. con- 
duct tleman, ees. disobedience and 
defianes of ordess from his su officers.” oe Dee 
_ and was sen- 


to an arrest. 


Mr. LOUD. Mr.S er, | would like to make a suggestion to 
the gentleman from Michigan which may obviate objection to the 
consideration of the bill at this time. if this person had been a 

rivate soldier, he would have been punished by imprisonment, 
e bill proposes to return to him all the pay and allowances due, 
and which were withheld. Now, if the gentleman would strike 
out those words by an amendment, and provide that no pay or 
allowances shall become due by reason of the act, I am perfectly 
willing, so far as I am concerned, that it shall be considered now. 

Mr. SPALDING. Very well, Mr. Speaker; I am willing that 
that should be done. The purpose of the bill is simply to give this 
man an honorable discharge. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of the 
bill as pro to be amended? 

Mr. gr LE. Let us hear how it will read as amended. 

The bill was read as pro to be amended. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That does notcover exactly the ground. The 
amendment should be appended to the bill that no pay, emolu- 
ments, or allowances shall become due or payable by reason cf 
the passage of this act. I mean, to insert the usual proviso in such 


cases, 

Mr. SPALDING. I have no objection to that. 

The SPEAKER. Then the proposition is to amend the bill? 

Mr. SPALDING. Yes, sir; by inserting the usual provision 
that it will not entitle the beneficiary to the receipt of emoluments 
or allowances. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection, 

Mr. DOCKERY. Now, let the Clerk report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 10, after the words “‘ David Sample,” strike out the following words, 
“with all the pay and other emoluments due him at the time of discharge for 
all services,” and insert ** Provided, That no pay, emoluments, or allowances 

made to the said David Sample.” 
The amendment was adopted. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 

third time; and it wa’ accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. SPALDING, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 


Mr. DINSMORE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent: that 
the House proceed now to the consideration of Senate bill 1741, to 
authorize the Muskogee, Oklahoma and Western Railroad Com- 
pany to construct and operate a line of railway through Oklahoma 
and the Indian Territory, and for other pu s,and that the 
House bill on the same subject be ordered to he upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill. 

Mr. DINSMORE. Mr. Speaker, this bill, I will state, is in the 
usual form of all bills of a similar character granting rights of 
way, and unless the reading be insisted upon 1 ask to dispense 
with it. 

Mr. PAYNE. Is this a bridge bill? 

Mr. DINSMORE. No, aright of way for a railroad company. 

Mr. PAYNE. Through the Indian Territory? 

Mr. DINSMORE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PAYNE. Is there still room there for another railroad? 
[Laughter. 

Mr. DINSMORE. I think so. 

Mr. PAYNE. If the tleman is satisfied with that fact, I 
shall not interpose objection. But it seems to me that we have 
been granting 4 very t number of rights of way there. 

Mr. DINSMORE. I can assure the gentleman from personal 
know that there is enough room for this one. 

Mr. STEELE. What is the width of the proposed right of way? 

Mr. DINSMORE. One hundred feet. 

I will state that I introduced the same bill in the House, which 
was wher a considered by the House Committee on Indian 
Affairs and placed upon the Calendar. The Senate has passed a 
similar bill, identical! in terms, and I now ask unanimous consent 
to lay the House bill on the table and take up for consideration 
the Senate bill. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

There was no objection; and the House bill (H. R. 5486) of the 
same title was ordered to lie on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the Senate bill. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. DINSMORE. Mr. Speaker, I think my request or state- 
ment a few moments ago was eineaiechendel, I asked to dis- 

with the reading of the bili. I made the statement that it 
is in the usual form of all such bills heretofore passed by the House, 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to omitting the reading of 
the bill, which the gentleman states is in the usual form? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and being read the third 
time, it was passed. 
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On motion of Mr. DINSMORE, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


SURG. P, M. RIXEY. 


Mr. BOUTELLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of Senate joint resolution 133, authoriz- 
ing Surg. P. M. Rixey, of the Navy, to accept from the King of 
Spain the grand cross of naval merit with the white distinction 
mark, in recognition of services rendered to the officer and sailors 
of the Santa Maria who were injured by an explosion on that 
ship. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Resolved, etc., That Surg. P. M. Rixey, of the United States Navy. 


be, and 
is hereby, authorized to accept the 


d cross of naval merit with the white 


distinction mark, conferred upon him by the King of Spain in re ition of 
the services rendered by that officer to an officer and sailors of the Santa 
Maria injured by an explosion on that ship in New York Harbor. 


The SPEAKER. 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and paseed. 

On motion of Mr. BOUTELLE, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


ANNA P. JOHNSON, 


Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill (8.3210) granting a pension 
to Anna P. Johnson. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll of the United States 
the name of Anna P. Johnson, widow of Paul Johnson, late a private in Com- 
pany I, Sixteenth lowa Volunteers, at the rate of $12 per month. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, pending the reading of the report, 
I reserve the right to object. 


The SPEAKER. -The gentleman asks for the reading of the 
report. , 


he report (by Mr. Baker of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was refe.red the bill (H. R. 
7128) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson, widow of Paul Johnson, late 

rivate Company I, Sixteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, at $12 per month, 
Sevinx carefully exemined and considered the same, respectfully report: 

The War Department records show: 

‘**Paul Johnson was drafted into service and received at draft rendezvous, 
Davenport, Iowa, November 5, 1864; forwarded to regiment December 5, 1864; 
assigned as private Company I, Sixteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and de- 
hvered at headquarters ovisional Division of the Cumberland, Nashville, 
Tenn., December 9, 1864; admitted to No. 19, General Hospital, Nashville, 
‘Tenn., December 28, 1864, with acute rheumatism, and was transferred Janu- 
ary 2, 1865; admitted to Sedgewick General H ital, Louisville, Ky., January 
2, 1805, with pneumonia, and was transferred February 27, 1865; admitted to 
Critvenden General Hospital, Louisville, Ky., February 27, 1865, with chronic 
rheumatism, and was sent to Brown Hospital March 14, 1865; entered Brown 
Hospital, Louisville, Ky., March 14, 1865, convalescent trom fever. 

** Medical records also show that a man described as Paul Johnson, Com- 

ny —-, Ninth Iowa Cavalry, or Infantry, was admitted to Clay General 

ospital, Louisville, Ky., April 17, 1865, with insanity, and transferred May 
18, 1865. He io repented deserted trom Brown General Hospital, Louisville, 
Ky., J — 6, 1865. The charge of desertion of July 6, 1865, against this man is 
removed, and he is discharged to date July 6, 1865, to complete his military 
record under the provisions of section 1 of the act of Congress approved 
March 2, 1889, by order of the Secretary of War.”’ 

Soldier never applied for back pay or pension and has never been heard of 
since July 6, 1865. 

Widcw was married to soldier May 26, 1845, and a wees raised a family of 
five children, the i being born January 9, 1860. 

The widow —- oyed John J. Neshin to go to Louisville in the latter part 
of June, 1865, and endeavor to bi her husband home onfurlough. He went 
anc arrived there the next day after he wandered away from the hospital 
insane, and the ferryman informed him he had conveyed an insane man 
across the Ohio River to New Albany, Ind. He offered a reward of $50 for 
his apprehension, published it in the newspapers, and spent a week in search 
of the soldier, but without result. 

William Russell, who was drafted at the same time, swears he saw him 
about July, 1865, being led about at Louisville, aye by two men, who said he 
was crazy. Healso testifies to the search made at Louisville and New Albany 
by John J. Neshin and himself for Paul Johnson. 

Rev. Amund Olson testifies that Paul Johnson escaped from hospital about 
the last of June or first of July, 1865, and that he wi thers started in search 
of him July 4, 1865. That they learned that a conductor put a crazy soldier 
off his train at some — in Indiana, and sent telegrams to different points, 
but were never able to get any definite trace of him. 

Widow filed claim for pension December 23, 1882, and filed proof of —— 
ing facts. Her claim was rejected April 6, isg2, on the ground that “the 
date and fact of soldier’s death is not shown; and, if dead, there is no evi- 
dence that his death was due to his military service, and claimant avers her 
inability to furnish any further evidence.” 

This man being znd no claim of unsoundness made, and it 
being clearly shown by the record that he was in hospital for “fever,” 
*‘rheumatism,” ae and “insanity,” from December 28, 1864, to 
July 6, 1865, the — 
may reasonably be presumed, and the fact tha 

nearly thirty-one _— makes it almost absolutely certain that he died 
. most proba oy within a short period from the time of wandering 
away from the 

Your committee therefore urgently recommend that tardy justice be done 
this old woman, who has so patiently awaited the return of her husband, who 
was bereft of reason in service, as well as for that act of justice which com- 
mon law and common sense should have ht her in the death 
of him she was no more to see on earth, and passage of the is there- 
fore recommended without amendment. 


Is there objection to the present consideration 


on SeRARES. Is there objection to the present consideration 
There was no objection. : 

vate rd aoe oe - a oars reading; and it was accordingly 

ak 128) cateckeel to iio om the Gate 6 > ham 


EDWARD H. MURRELL. 


Mr. OTEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the pres- 
= —— of the bill (S. 1590) for the relief of Edward H, 

urrel. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc. Secre Treasury 
directed to ae na Sa ae eee. 
priated, to Edward H. Murrell the sum of $1,409.34, said amount having hea 
collected by the T' ts of the United States from rty in New 
Orleans, La., belonging fim, and by them turned over Po the 
Department. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. Let the report be read. 

Mr. OTEY. Mr. Speaker, I should like just to say a word or 
two on this bill. This is to pay a gentleman by the name of E. H. 
Murrell, who is a resident of the city of Lynchburg, Va., and has 
never changed his domicile, but who had pr y in New Orleans 
at the ee of the city to er utler. — a of 
sufrender private property was to respected. He some 
property here which he had leased. A Treasury agent took 
charge of that property, collected the rent, and covered it into 
the Treasury. He asks that this money be paid him. He had 
the papers from New Orleans and came here for the purpose of 
collecting the money. His overcoat, in which the papers were, 
was stolen, and he was thereby prevented from getting the money 
at that time. The Supreme Court has decided the case of the 
Planters’ Bank, exactly similar to this, and I hope that there will 
be no objection to the bill. It has passed the Senate twice. It 
has been reported by two committees of this House unanimously, 
and comes here now unanimously*reported by the committee. 
Here is the report. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I think this case ought to take the 
regular course. I shall have to object. 

fr. OTEY. Iask the gentleman from New York [Mr. Payne] 
to hear the report read. 

Mr. PAYNE. Iwill read the report. It is useless to take up 
the time of the House with the reading of the report now. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 


JOSEPH A, BLANCHARD, 


Mr. PITNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 6686) to correct the mili- 
— record of Joseph A. Blanchard, late first lieutenant of Troop 
E, First New York Mounted Rifles. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to correct the mili record of J A. Blanchard, late 
first lieutenant of Troop E, First New York Mounted es, and to grant him 
an honorable discharge, to date from July 26, 1864. 

The Committee on Military Affairs recommended the following 
amendment: 

Add to the bill the following: 

* Provided, That no pay, bounty, or other allowances shall become due and 
payable by reason of the passage of this act.” 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection tothe present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Let the report be read. 

‘ ea LOUD. It would be better to have the report read, Mr. 
peaker. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I understand the report is of some length, 
and a brief statement will probably be satisfactory. 

Mr. PITNEY. I can make a statement that I think will satisfy 
gentlemen who are interested in this matter. 

This bill is to remove not a —- of desertion, but a dishonor- 
able dismissal of the soldier, which was ordered without notice, 
trial, hearing, or opportunity to be heard, and without reasonable 


cause. The soldier enlisted on the 24th of July, 1861, as a private 
inCompany A, First New York Mounted Rifles, to serve three 
years. He served for that period without a blemish on his record, 


and was promoted, on his own merits, through the several grades 
of corporal, sergeant, and first nt, to second lieutenant 
and first lieutenant. He was first Soatenan’ when a 
tion of his three years’ term arrived. He then ten his 
resignation on the ground that the term of his enlistment had 
expired. He was informed, in response, that his commission as @ 
first ee er oe wi - service cone an ae a = 
three years. Tot e replied, in wri stating when he 
accepted the commission as first lieutenant he did not understand 
that he was bound for an additional term of three years; but, on 


1897. 
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contrary, was assured that it made no difference; that he 
i not be bound ye the original term. Hethereupon again 
replied by ten arene in writing, his 
understanding at the time his commission. U of 
that comm tion his superior officer ed that he be 
dishonorably discharged ‘‘for tendering his resignation in the 
face of the enemy;” and without notice or opportunity of explana- 


tion, without by court-martial or otherwise—— 

Mr. STEELE. I object. 

. PITNEY. I have not finished my statement. 

Mr. STEELE. But you have made enough statement for me to 
object. 

Mr. PITNEY. I hope the gentleman will be courteous enough 
to allow me to finish my statement before he objects. 

Mr. STEELE. I have no objection tothat, but I will object to 
the bill. 

Mr. PITNEY. If the gentleman will permit me, I should like 
to complete my statement. On the day the news of this officer's 
dismissal reached the command in which he had served a written 
testimonial was p , which I have on my desk, and a omy of 
which is appended to the committee’s report. It was signed by 
all the other officers, ex the one who recommended his 
dismissal, and re their desire to testify to ‘‘his uniform 

ntlemanly conduct, to his gallantry and bravery, and the un- 

unted courage which has characterized his career as a soldier for 
the past three years.” Some of the signers of that testimonial I 
know personally, and they have told me that the dismissal of this 
man was an outrage, and I think that justice requires that he be 
given an honorable disch: at this time. If any punishment 
was required, he has been ciently punished by the odium which 
has rested upon him during all these — He procured a receipt 
showing that he was not chargeable with any public property 
whatever. I hope the gentleman from Indiana will not object. 

Mr, STEELE. I object to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 


CAPT. BRADBURY W. HIGHT. 


Mr. HAGER. Mr. eek. Task unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (S. 1949) grantihg an additional pension to Capt. Bradbury W. Hight. 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to on the pension roll the name of Bradbury 
W. Hight, late of Company C, Second Regiment Vermont Volunteer Infantry, 
at the rate of $72 per month, in lieu of his present pension of $17 per month. 


Mr. LOUD. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. Baker of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1949) 
granting an increase of pension to $72 per month to Bradbury W. Hight, late 
captain Company ©, Second Vermont Volunteer Infantry, having carefully 
examined and considered the facts presented, respectfu ~ —— the report 
of the Senate Committee on ear as embodying the ent features, and 
a the passage of the b: The Senate committee's report is as fol- 
Ows: 

The ttee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 1949) grant- 
ing an itional pension to Capt. Bradbury W. Hight, have examined the 

ie, any 


sam: d report: 
Claimant enlisted June 20, 1861, and was discharged for disability said to 
have been disease of the cee 29, 1864. He was pms s une 28, 1866, 


at $7.50 per month for of eyes. ion was in November 

17, 1884, to $15 per month for amau and it was further increased Sep- 

faber li, isah to $17. On January 15, soldier filed declaration for fur- 
er 


, alleging total blindness, but the application was rejected by 
the Pension Bureau. 

To prop ety enSeretand this case, it is tial to keep in mind the fact 
that soldier was pensioned for amaurosis, which, to Dunglison’s 
Medical Dictionary, is 


“ Diminution complete loss of sight without any perceptible alteration 
—— =e of the eyes; oe ee owing to loos of naar of the optic 
or re 


from pri or degenerative atroph that nerve.” 
It will thus be seen that as long eno as November, tase, soldier had a dis- 
ease of the eyes, for which he was pensioned, that must inevitably result in 
total blin: sooner or later. Ff: appears, er, that in about ten years 


thereafter it did so result in ess; and there seems to be no valid 


reason assigned why the pension was not then increased to the rate for total 
blindness, which is the atno t asked for in this bill. 


On the question of total dn: it is only necessary to refer to the find- 
ings on part of the medical officers of Government. The medical 
examin tt Council Bluffs, lowa, under date of January 25, 1895, 


clo its report 5 theese w : 

oa) © is t y and hopelessly blind, and can not distinguish light from 
Ancther examination was mad the board twelve days later, the 

a pit of the repo ie by same welve days r 


rt be as fi : 
“Claimant js totally blind, and so fneaporiteted 
ae oon y 2 so Incapaci' as to require the constant 


pe 
A tly not content with this, an examination of the soldier was or- 
creas Dr. H. Gifford, a distinguished oculist of Omaha, Nebr., 
: fle totally biied teem glaucoma. Disability is total—of first de- 


our committee are ble to discover any reason for the re of this 
— . It must have been made upon a technical ical point too 
to be fore recommend tl 


ordinary there the pas- 
sage the bi if F Striking out, all after word 
in 8, a provision for pa; it of arrears, which are 


The SPEAKER. Is thereobjection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I object. 
A. B. PEDIGO. 


Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con- 


sent for the present consideration of the bill which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


, Adil (H. R. 1280) for the relief of A. B. Pedigo. 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby author- 
and directed to pay to A. B. Ped out of any money in the Treasur 
not otherwise appro ned. the sum of $331.06 cents, the same being balanc 


ria’ 
due for United States mails in the State of Texas from October 
1800, to May di. tel, — 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. PAYNE. Ihope the report will be read. 

Mr. LOUD. Let us have the report read. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I ask that the report be read, and the 


accompanying papers. They are a letter from the Auditor for the 
Post-Office and two affidavits. 


The SPEAKER. Without objection, the report will be read. 
The report (by Mr. HuTCHESON) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1280) for 
the relief of A. B. Pedigo, submit the following report: 

It has been shown to the satisfaction of your committee that A. B. Pedigo 
the erty seeking relief by this bill) was the mail contractor on Route No. 
19, Woodville to Beaumont, in the State of Texas, under a contract com- 
mencing July 1, 1858, and that he was paid in full September 30, 1860, and 
that a ce is due him for service from October 1, 1860, to May 81, 1861, 
amounting to $331.06. Said sum of money has never been paid to him by the 
United States Government or the late Confederate States government, and 
during the late civil war the said A. B. Pedigo was a loyal citizen of the 

ae States; wherefore your committee u ously recommend that t 
© pass. 


The communications were read, as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF AUDITOR FOR THE PoOst-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, D. C., January 27, 1896. 
S1r: In reply toa verbal ing relative to the claim of Mr. A. B. Pedigo 
for carrying the mail in Texas in 1860, I have the honor to inform you that 
the records of this office show that A. B. Pedigo was the mail contractor on 
Route No. 8619, Woodville to Beaumont, in the State of Texas, under a con- 
tract commencing July 1, 1858; that he was paid in full to September 30, 1860, 

and that a balance stands to his credit for service from October 1, 1860, to Ma 
31, 1861, the date to which service has been certified, amounting to $331.06, 
e record of payments made by the Confederate States geveensnens of 
claims of contractors for service performed prior to June 1, 1861, is found in 
a register which is incomplete, there being a number of leaves and parts of 
leaves missing; but so far as the record goes there is no evidence of any pay 
ment, having nm made to Mr. roses — Confederate States government 

for service under his contract with the United States. 


Very respectfull 
and Pa GEO. A. HOWARD, Auditor. 
Hon. 8. B. CooPEr, 


House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
STATE OF TEXAS, County of Tyler: 


I, A. B. Pedigo, a citizen of the State of Texas and county of Tyler, do 
solemnly swear that I have never received payment from the United States 
of America for oryees United States mails in the State of Texas from 
October 1, 1860, to May 31, 1861, and that the Confederate States government 
never paid me for said mail service, and that the $331.06 is a just debt and 
has never been paid. 

A. B. PEDIGO. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me by A. B. Pedigo, well known to me, on 
this the 6th day of February, A. D. 1896. 
W. E. ADAMS, 


A Notary Public Duly Qualified and Acting in and for Tyler County, Tex. 
THE STATE OF TEXAS, County of Tyler: 
1, William S. Durham, a citizen of the State of Texas and county of Tyler, 


do solemnly swear that Iam well acquainted with Mr. A. B. Pedigo, who is 


also a citizen of said State and county, and have been acquainted with him 
from the year 1860 up to the present date, and have always known him to bé 
a loyal ci n of the United States of America. 


W. 8. DURHAM. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, the undersigned potuer public duly 
=— and soting in and for Tyler County, Tex., on this the 6th day of 


ebruary, A. D. 1 
W. E. ADAMS, 
A Notary Public in and for Tyler County, Tex. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I think there is no finding of the 
Court of Claims that this man was loyal but the evidence of one 
man in general terms. I object. 

Mr. PER of Texas. It is not the character of claim that 
can go to the Court of Claims, for that court has no jurisdiction 
of such cases. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 


BRIDGE OVER THE ST. LOUIS RIVER BETWEEN THE STATES OF 
WISCONSIN AND MINNESOTA, 


Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 

mt consideration of the bill (H. R. 9752) to amend an act 
titled ‘‘An act to authorize the construction of a steel bridg 
over the St. Louis River between the States of Wisconsin an 


ae 
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Minnesota,” approved April 24, 1894, as amended by an act ap- 
roved August 4, 1894, entitled ““An act to amend an act to author- 











Applicant was married to Joseph F. Widdores on November 29, 1888. She 
plied for pension September 1, under aet of June 27, 1890, and was pen- 





. : 7 , from that date per month on December 21, 139i. 
ize the construction of a steel bridge over the St. Louis River | “iootnans filed the teatinnony of nine nelgn bore wish Se octunitien, whe 
between the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin.” testify that a7». a ee she 
The bill was read, as follows: has no property or income a ay gee’ pension month, 
and a little home which she f and on which she given 
Be it enacted, ete., That sections 3 and 9 of the above-entitled original act = os a 


or 

mortgage of toa build ook oe eee ee ae 
is liable and ety be ined anit adiel te aaeaterel increase — 
sion. and that she has no relatives or others who are to assist her. fer 


aged mother (72 years old) is living with her, but cam bring but little to her 
ald. 


In view of the helpless and necessitous condition of the your com- 
mittee urgently recommend the of the bill, after amended by 
striking out ‘of Murray, Kentucky.” in line 6; by striking out “ whoserved,” 
in line 7,and inserting in place thereof “late private,” and by inserting the 
were “Cavalry’’ between the words “Ohio’’ and “ Volunteers,” in lines 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the eman 
how much this applicant would be entitled to pr she could 
— that her husband had died as a result of his service im the 

rmny? 

Mr. HENDRICK. I sw she is receiving the maximum 
amount now, $8 a month. I do not know whether it would make 
any difference if she could show that her husband had died as the 
result of his service. t 

Mr. LOUD. Then she is receiving the maximum amount to 
which she is entitled under the law? 

Mr. HENDRICK. Sol understand. I desire to say tothe gen- 
tleman, however, that the statements in the report are literally 
true. This woman is totally blind, her home is about to be taken 
frem her, and she has an aged mother who is more or less depend- 
ent upon her. 

Mr. LOUD. Still, under the theory of our pension laws, we do 
not pension widows on account of their own disabilities. I recog- 
nize that this is a very pitiful case, but there are a hundred thou- 
sand, aye, 300,000, just as bad. 

Mr. HENDRIC I do not believe there are a dozen others in 
the country as helpless as I know this woman to be. 


Mr. LOUD. Oh, yes; I knowof several. I shall have toobject, 
Mr. Speaker. 


and section 3of the same as amended bv the said act approved August 4, 1894, 
entitled “An act to amend an act to authorize the construction of a steel 
bridge over the St. Louis River between the States of Minnesota and Wis- 
consin,”’ be amended so as to read, respectively, as follows: 

“Sno. 3. That the accessory works referred to in the preceding section 
shall be such booms, dikes. piers, or other suitable and proper structures for 
contining the flow of water toa permanent channel, and for the guiding of 
steamboats, rafts, and other watercraft safely through the draw and rafting 
spans. as shall be required by the Secretary of War; and in addition thereto, 
and before the construction of the bridge to be built under this act, the com- 
pany or persons owning or holding such bridge shall be required, under the 
direction of the Secretary of War or such officer as he shall designate, to 
dredge above and below said bridge to such depth and for such distance as 
in the judgment of the Secretary of War or of such other officer as he shall 
cone shall have been rendered necessary by the erection of the piers to 
said bridge. 

“Sc. 9 That this act shall be null and void if actual construction of the 
bridge therein authorized be not commenced within one year and completed 
on or before August 1, A. D. 1897.” 

Src. 2. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of this 
act are hereby repealed. 


Mr. PAYNE. I would like to inquire if this bill is reported by 
the committee? 

Mr. FLETCHER. It is reported unanimously. 

Mr. JENKINS. The bill has been reported by the committee. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? [After a panse.] The Chair hears none. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and : 

On motion of Mr. JENKINS, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


SAMUEL C. TOWNE, 


Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani- 
mous consent for the present consideration of the bill (S. 146) 
granting an increase of pension to Samuel C. Towne. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
auvhorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Samuel C. Towne, late of 
Company G, Ninth Regiment New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry, and pay 
him a pension at the rate of $30 per month, in lieu of that he is now receiving 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 


Mr. LOUD. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. SULLOWAyY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred Senate bill 146, 
having carefully considered the same, es rt: 

Claimant was a member of Company G, Eighth Regiment New es 
Volunteer Infantry, serving from July 26, 1862, to June 10, 1865. He was 
pensioned for chronic diarrhea, piles, injury to back, first receiving $4 per 
month, which was subsequently increased to $10. His necessities were such 
that he took advantage of the act of June 27, and was granted a pension 
under that act at the rate of $12 per month, w amount he is now drawing. 

The pensionable disabilities have continued, and in addition soldier is prac- 
ticaliy blind, requiring some one to care for him. He is also in destitute cir- 
cumstances. 




















NANCY HOLLENBANK. 


Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 4184) granting a pen- 
sion to Nancy Hollenbank, formerly Nancy Boaz, formerly Nancy 
Yeley, a hospital nurse during the war of the rebellion. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, 


authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, at the rate of r 
month, the name of Nancy Hollenbank, ~¥ was formerly named Sane 


Boaz and Nancy Yeley.a hospital nurse the war of the rebellion, an 
cause the same to be paid to her quarterly in the same manner as other per- 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I think the report ought to be 


There is medical testimony on file to the effect that the blindness resulted | ».bellion. e men only could be used as arm: the 
: . , ; 5 y nurses. After the first 
ee injury to the back. That is possible, but the proof is not conclusive | attic of Bull Run it was red that enlisted men were more useful as 


Being now pensioned at the maximum rate under the act ef June 27, 1890, 
no increase can be secured through the regular channel, and hence an appeal 
is made to Cengress. 

The bill the Senate February 19, 1896. After a careful examination 
of the evidence your committee are unanimously of the opinion that the bill 
should pass, and so recommend. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 


Mr. ERDMAN. I object. from Hee Bumaheae Gupe seosseee ty tiem hospital and ahs continued giv 
MARY A. WIDDORES. ing of hee Stans te haw Coty an each anaes thoes the direction of 

it: HENDRICK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for | nse ag he alarm man gre oe Serre Grr 

¢ present consideration of House bill No. 8788, granting a pen- | cam ital at Fort Henry, under of Dr. Hamilton, and from 

sion to Mary E. Widdores. there, in September, 1862, she went, still under the direction of Ham- 

The bill was read, as follows: ton, as a nurse at the army on the Ohio River at City, iil., 


Br it enacted, etc.. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws. the name of Ma: “ 


Widdo: of Mur- | Government Hele Ark.) hospi’ where she remained 
ray, Ky., widow of Joseph F. Widdores, who served in Vntenaer Fifth duty soa pavepuniee see Giresein at eieaeiioan charg Uhth seams time 
Regiment Ohio Volunteers, and pay her a pension of $20 per mont in EM, Boom, See eee, [ boctens Sees by her exposure and labors as 

oe : : su Tse, she was abandon further service and return North. 

ike eae Is there objection to the present consideration or has never been fully restored. and she is now old, feeble. and 
Mr. LOUD. Let us have the report read, Mr. Speaker. the charitable assistance of friends an ‘ 

The report (by Mr, ANDERSON) was read, as follows: an chs eke evonla uaet —— law, oe he aoe 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, te whom was referred the bill (H. R. | Department. as gen until after her service was rendered. This 

875) granting a pension to A. Widdores, widow of Joseph P. . | is strictly They had not been designated as hos- 

late private, Company K, Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, having carefully | pitals, but she rend e in the same hospitals were after- 


examined and considered the facts nted, respectfully report as follows: 

Joseph F. Widdores enlisted as private, Company K, io Volunteer 
Cavalry, October 23, 1861, and served honorably Sarees Tune 9, 1865, 
under the name of Joseph F. Widdores. He bad no hospital record, never 
applied for pension, and died near Murray, Ky., November 2, 1889, of “ chronic 
entero coiitis.”’ 


. 
‘ 
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bank,” in line 5, and “nurse,” in re y Nancy 
Yeley, a * and in lieu thereof “an arm: 
Boas and NatCking out all of the printed bill after the word “rebellion * in 


“The SPEAKER. Isthere objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? , 
Mr. COX. I object. 
DEWITT EASTMAN, 


Mr. TAWNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
consideration at this time of the bill (H. R. 1628) for the relief of 
Dewitt Eastman. 

The bill was read, as follows: eas 

a on Sincted te ne e fy ae in name of Dewitt 

tman, late of Company B, Second Minnesota Volunteers, and of the Fourth 
United States Artillery. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

There was no objection. : ; 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

MICHAEL KRIES. 


Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr.S , 1 ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of bill (H. R. 997) for the relief of 
Michael Kries. 

The bill was read, as follows: es 

e it enacted, ete., That the f the he ° 
csihame and —— out of any money in the Te pA not heres 


appropriated, to pay to the sum of $16,872 for property and 
Seer vos taken by the United States Army in the year 1864 and used by said 
Army. 


y 

The ae Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. The report ought to be read, Mr. Speaker. 

The report (by Mr. LesTER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 997) 
for the relief of Michael Kries, submit the following report: 

The claim is for tobacco furnished General Sherman's army in and 
for property Comeemed by United States troops. Claim stated at . 

Claimant resided in Atlanta, Ga., and furnished General Sherman’s army 
with 4,936 nds of tobacco, of the value of $4,985. 

Claimant filed his elaim before the Southern Claims Commission, and that 
commission disallowed the claim for the reason that they were not convinced 


of Mr. Kries’s lo ‘ . 
Seeneaeees of Cp commmtertenaanet claims on the sub- 


3, 1865, tobacco was rot furnished to the 
issued to those who use it, and charged to 


disallow 
* Claims for to have been taken and issued to the at 
Atlanta, Ga., the r of General Sherman of September 8, are 


“Atter the copture of Atle 
Tr the ure 
that he was short of rations 


to many privations. To make his army contented, and, as far as possible, to 


pues to them for their usual rations, of which the sone Soe. Se tase 
riv issued an order on Septem . authorizing 
chief of subsistence to take of and issue to the 


ued to the in lieu of other rations, and as the of the claimant 
j <Icarly established,” chat en gee yg hy 
"The payment ed te army is ved of 
an 
its us commanding ean, in his judgment, 
article nota to be taken for the time as a supply, and in 
lieu of other ra ; and in such case the Government is to for it. 
The com of claims followed this and for to- 
The coma aan dake took article of treaty of sth Mt 
ay, 
path a Secretary of State, N 30, 1873, page 4 
ov r 
award only when it was ‘allowed as ration.’ 


ppression of 
the re which, at the and of taking, was worth 
the sum of 94.006. Noalowance is madages and destroyed, 
one recommend the passage of the with the following 


In line 6 strike out “16,872” and 
Strike out the whole of lines 7 


i 
BF 
; 


8 and insert in lieu thereof “ 
Serie eee coe eae eh 
discharge of ali claims against the United States.” 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
Mr. PAYNE. I object. 


WINSLOW WARREN. 
Mr. DRAPER. Mr. er, I ask unanimous consent for the 


t consideration the bill (H. R. 7281) for the relief of 
inslow Warren. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it etc., That the Seer: f the Tr be, and he is hereb 
authorized directed to pay to sai Winslow Warren dha cunne or gon i 
full for the claim due him as aforesaid. 


The SPEAKER. Isthere objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I desire toask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts what was the extent of this service? 

Mr. DRAPER. It was the examination of the files of the court 
at the time of the change of clerks. The judge appointed Mr. 
Warren commissioner to examine the files and report to him, and 
he testifies that the report was worth many thousands of dollars. 

Mr. PAYNE. And there is no other way, I understand, of pro- 
viding for the compensation except by special act? 

Mr. DRAPER. No other way except by special act. 

The SPEAKER. . Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? ; 

Mr. COX. L[ object. 

JAMES A. CROUCH. 


Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 710) to remove the charge 
of desertion against James A. Crouch. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to remove the charge of desertion a A. Crouch, 


late of Company I, Thirty-third iment Indiana Volunteers, and grant him 
an hon e discharge as of date January 1, 1863. 

The SPEAKER. Is thereobjection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to be 


: engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. LUCY ALEXANDER PAYNE. 


Mr.MEREDITH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimousconsent to take 
up and consider at this time the bill (S. 1501) granting an increase 
pension to Mrs. Lucy Alexander Payne, widow of Capt. J. Scott 
Payne, Fifth United States Cavalry. 
he bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to put the name of Mrs. Lucy Alexander Payne, 
widow of Capt. J. Scott Payne, Fifth United States Cavalry, on the pension 
roll at $30 per month, in lieu of the pension she is now receiving. 

The SPEAKER. Isthere objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

“ Mr. BARRETT objected, but immediately withdrew the objec- 
on. 

The SPEAKER. The objection is withdrawn. 
objection? 

. COX. Lobject, Mr. Speaker, and demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made and the regular order is 
demanded. The Chair will first submit a report from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. 1646) providing for certain requirements for vessels 
propelled by gas, aid, naphtha, or electric motors; and 

A bill (S. 1726) to approve and ratify the construction of a 
bridge across the Red River, between the States of Arkansas and 
Texas, at a point above the town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said 
river, built by the Texarkana Northern Railway Company, but 
now owned and operated by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Rail- 
ee | Company, and to authorize the latter company to maintain 
said bridge over said waterway, subject to certain stipulations 
and conditions. 


Isthere further 


UNLAWFUL USE OF FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the call of 
committees will 


Mr. RICHAR N. Mr. r. under that call there is a 
bill pe and undisposed of, the bill (H. R. 9601) to amend an 
act enti “An act providing for the public primting and binding 


and the distribution of public documents,” approve 
1895. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee, as the Chair 
understood, pro to withdraw that bill. Has he the authority 
of the committee to do so? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes, sir; I have such authority. I wish 
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to say, if I may be indulged a moment by unanimous consent, that 
it occurred to the committee that it was necessary to make some 
kind of an amendment to the existing law in order to prohibit the 
indiscriminate use of the frank of members, That was the 
object which the committee had in view. But inasmuch as gen- 
tlemen on the floor seemed to think that this bill went f er 
than that and would interfere with some of their prerogatives, I 
thought if any amendment could be agreed on which would obvi- 
ate that objection without destroying the essential features of the 
bill, 1 would cheerfully accept the amendment, so that a proper 
correction might be made of the existing law. Ido not want to 
withdraw the bill unless gentlemen desire to make radical changes 
in the frankin ae. If they do, I think it would be best that 
the bili be withdrawn. 

Mr. PAYNE. It has already been withdrawn. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iasked todo so; but objection was made. 

The SPEAKER. This matter is proceeding by unanimous con- 


sent. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Entirely. If we can not agree by unani- 
mous consent-—— 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I wish to inquire of the gentleman whether 
the present franking law under which members of Congress are 
allowed, for departmental and other official business, the use of 
franking envelopes, was intended to invest members with the same 

rivilege theretofore enjoyed by the heads of Departments and 
de he: in the use of the penalty envelope? I will say to the gen- 
tleman that, somewhat to my surprise, I have found in the pres- 
ent law a limitation tothe weight of 1 ounce as applied to the cor- 
respondence of members. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes, sir; that is the law. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I have been trying to look this matter up; 
end if [am mistaken I want some gentleman familiar with this 
subject to enlighten me. I understand, contrary to my previous 
impression, that under the law as it stands—the law of January 
12, 1895—the use of these franking envelopes for official or public 
business of members is limited to 1 ounce. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is right. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. But I further understand that the penalty 
envelopes provided for the use of heads of Departments or bureaus 
may be used on all public documents, reports, etc., as well as all 
correspondence which relates entirely to public business, without 
limitation as to weight. 

Mr. RICHAR N. Willthe gentleman allow me a moment? 
The law isnot the same in respect to public documents franked 
by members as it is in respect to correspondence. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. When I used the terms “‘ public documents,” 
I meant correspondence. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. In this case the limitation of weight in 
the case of members is 1 ounce. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. But the law as it stands to-day, and as it 
‘was enacted years prior to the present law in regard to the priv- 
ilege of members, permits the use of penalty envelo by heads 
of Departments and bureaus for all matters of public or official 
correspondence without limitation as to weight. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is correct, as I understand. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Now, in the debate (which I remember very 
well) at the time this provision was extended to members of Con- 
gress it was understood, I think, by a majority of members that 
the change in the law was to onteed: to members of the House and 
the Senate and the other officials mentioned the privilege thereto- 
fore exercised by the heads of Departments for franking to people 
who had correspondence with them upon matters of purely Gov- 
ernment business any response or document that might be involved 
in thecorrespondence. I do not think it was generally understood 
by the House or the Senate that the use of such envelopes by Rep- 
reseptatives or Senators was limited to documents not exceeding 
1 ounce. I am very sure that I have inadvertently used those 
envelo for the transmission of documents that would weigh 

more t. an ounce. Perhaps I ought to have studied the law 
more carefully. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The law does not prevent the sending of 
documents exceeding in weight 1 ounce. : 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I spoke of correspondence. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman said ‘* documents.” 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Well, in ing of documents, I did not 
mean printed books; I used the word ‘‘ documents” as applied, for 
instance, to a report of the Secretary of State, in manuscript. 
When I have made an inquiry of the Secretary of State, for fh. 
stance, in regard to some business pending between our State 
Department and some foreign government in relation to a ship, or 
the right of an American citizen, and in reply to py aeery the 
Secretary of State has forwarded to me (as he did in relation to 
the Armenian difficulty some time ago) an official reply inclosing 
other official communications on very heavy paper, weighi 
undoubtedly considerably more than an ounce, ve not hesi- 
tated to place that in one of these franked envel and to send 
it to the party with whom I was corresponding. I did so because 


I was laboring under. the impression that the envelopes provi 
for the use of members of the House and the Senate oan 
them exactly the same privilege that had been extended to the 
De ents and bureaus under the old 

ow, in order to make this matter clear, let me su thi 
case: I send a communication from some constituent af mine, 
you please, to the of the Treasury making a certain in- 
quiry in regard to public ess. The Secretary of the Treas. 
ury replies to me; and his reply would weigh 4 ounces. Now, it 
seems under the present construction that I can be permitted to 
make some kind of a reply to my constituent in which I ma 
inclose an ounce of that correspondence, but for the other 3 
ounces I have got to secure stamps, pat it in another envelope, and 
pay the legitimate postage on it. I do not believe that that was 
the understanding of the members; nor do I think it was their 
intention in Eyer that act. 

It covers all correspondence in which members of the House or 
of the Senate are called upon to take action in dealing with their 
constituents; and frequently, in reference to requests made in the 
various Departments of the Government for information, cover- 
ing matters in which individuals are interested, the correspond- 
ence is more or less voluminous and could not come under this 
ounce rule. That,of course, has to be transmitted through the 
mails, under this construction, at the cost of the member himself, 
My understanding has been that the purpose of the law was to 
enable the members of Congress to transact their business with 
their constituents, without personal expense as far as practicable 
to themselves, and therefore to transmit, under the franking priv- 
ilege, any legitimate correspondence, with any of the Depart- 
ments of the Government, and with a constituent, concernin 

ublic business of the United States, that all such matters shall 

ereafter be protected by the frank of the departmental officers, 
under the penalty-envelope system; and I certainly think if there 
is any reason for the maintenance of the law at all, it ought not to 
be limited to the weight of an ounce. It would be very difficult 
for a member to adjust his correspondence on that basis. 

For instance, it is common in our correspondence with the De- 
partments—more common formerly than it is now—to have a 
reply returned to the member asking for the information, statin 
that it was ‘‘inclosed herewith,” and there would be also incl 
a letter to the person making the inquiry, and an envelope di- 
rected to that person, supplied with the frank of the Department 
to carry it through the mails. It was regarded, as I remember, 
at the time this matter was under discussion in the House, a 
somewhat of an indignity upon members of Congress that we 
should invest the h of divisions, or the chief clerks of the De- 

artments of the Government, with a power to grant, in their 

iscretion, to us the privilege of using a ked envelope to trans- 
mit business co: mdence between the Department and our 
constituents with which we were legitimately connected. And 
— = readily see how _ will operate ry lf we eave 

rom the.Departments a reply toan inquiry, and the departmenta 
officer should see fit, in his discretion and liberality, to send an 
addressed envelope with the frank of the rtment upon it, we 
could send the correspondence under that frank. But if he did 
not, we would be obliged to write a letter within the ounce limit 
to our constituent, and then pay pos on the response of the 
Department on the remainder and send it in another envelope. 

Mr. LOUD. Will the gentleman allow as ion just there? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Ina moment. I only wish to make a brief 
a and do not wish to trespass upon the patience of the 

ouse. 

It seems to me to bea matter that seriously concerns us all, and 
I make the suggestion that I personally, as a member of the House, 
should not be willing to ontint in the reenactment of that condi- 
tion, if that is the construction. We certainly would not have 
voted for it if we had been aware of the fact that such a limitation 
was placed upon this right at the time. 

I think I et for my own part, not to have the frank- 
ing privilege at all, unless the members of the House and Senate 
can be invested with this privilege for the transmission of the 
same character of public correspondence which we have by law 
accorded to all of the Departments of the Government, to be used 
at their discretion. 

Mr. LOUD. Will the gentleman allow me? , 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Certainly; I have concluded what I desired 


say. 

Mr. ee I hope the gentleman will retain the floor for a 
moment. 

It seems to me that this which is to be invoked 
a a a 

er o or not is an en- 

tirely different question, oneal wa think should come before the 
House on its merits, and not in connection with a bill of this charac- 
ter. There is to-day an indiscriminate and unwarranted use of the 
franks of the members of this body. I an indiscriminate use, 
| and T apply the term with a perfect knowledge of the facts. 
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Mr. BOUTELLE. I donot think that isso. I believe the gen- 
tleman is mistaken. I have no knowledge of it. 

Mr. LOUD. I will state to the gentleman from Maine that itis 
absolutely true. It is a fact to my own knowledge. A 1 
number of documents have come back to me with my frank on 
them; and I donot know who has used that frank. I have in my 
pocket to-day, that I presented to the House on yesterday, a re- 
turn register receipt on which they sent a document privileged by 
Congress and, I suppose, necessarily, bearing my frank. I donot 
know the man who sent it. Certainly he had no authority. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. But you can easily call him to account. 

Mr. LOUD. That I am trying to find mee ig me tosay; but 
there is no law or penalty for such unlawful use of it at present. 

Now, the gentleman well knows that the abuse of the franking 

rivilege a number of years ago was what caused its repeal. The 
indiscriminate use of the frank of members brought it into dis- 
credit before the country. Now, if this House wants, when the 
question is up for discussion, to extend the weight of such frank- 
able matter, let us do it on that proposition. But personally I 
do not think it wise, because the ease with which the frank of a 
member is used permitted, asin days gone by, as has been ssronely 
intimated, the sending of washing 500 miles and itsreturn throug 
the mails. There is a legitimate privilege extended to members 
in this matter of public co mdence. Letussee that it is used 
with care and discretion, and circumscribe it as nearly and as 
closely as possible by law. But if we open the doors, then the 
abuse becomes so great that we must deny ourselves a privilege 
that we should legitimately enjoy. 

Mr. EVANS. [se the gentleman a question? 

The SPEAKER. the gentleman from California yield? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I hold the floor by unanimous consent and 
yielded to the gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] at his 

t 


uest. 
r. BOWERS. The gentleman had taken his seat. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Oh, no. I was requested by the gentleman 
from California [Mr. Loup] to retain the floor. 

Mr. EVANS. ill the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I wish to say just a word, and then angsets 
can have the floor. The gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] 
is a himself to something to which I made no reference 
whatever. see that in applying this penalty we reenact the 

resent law, and however I might act or vote in regard to apply- 

g a penalty for the misuse of franks, I will not vote to reenact 
that law as it stands, because I understand it to-day as I did not 
understand it before, and I will not vote for this position 
because I can see no possible reason, if you should c this 
law, why you can not put it in such shape as we want it to re- 
main in—— 

Mr. LOUD. We do not change the law. 

Mr. BOUTELLE (continuing). Why we should not recommit 
= bill and then bring in a lawin the form in which we want 

Mr. HOPKINS. Why can we not amend it here? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Let the committee amend it and put it into 
reasonable shape, or let us doit now. I want an opportunity to 
move to strike out that limitation. I wantthe people of this coun- 
try to trust me to use a frank for the transmission of correspond- 
ence upon the public business, just as this House and the Senate 
have, over and over in, trus to the honesty, the integrity, 
and the discretion of the departmental clerks of this Government. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BARRETT. The Recorp shows that the gentleman from 
Tennessee yesterday withdrew the bill. I should like a decision 
s the Chair as to whether the bill is now pending before the 

ouse. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman announced that it was b 
authority of the committee, and the Chair thinks that in accord- 
an = previous rulings he would have the right to withdraw 

é bill. 

Mr. BARRETT. The point is that the Recorp shows that the 
gentleman did, last night, in terms withdraw the bill. I ask if 


the bill is now ding. 
The SPEAKER. The bill is not now pending. The Chair has 


already stated that it was by unanimous consent that all this 
ussion took place, and the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 

RICHARDSON] stated the same. 
TT. I desire to ask for the regular order. 
eSPEAKER. If there is any objection to the continuance 
of the discussion, the Chair will bring it to an end. 

Mr. BOWERS. Mr. Speaker, am I recognized? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman, unless 
there is objection. 


Mr. BARRETT. Ishall object, unless the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee [Mr. RicHARDSON]} afford me an opportunity to offer 
an amendment. 


The SPEAKER. Objection is made. The Clerk will proceed 
with the call. 


The Committee on the Judiciary was called. 
APPEALS IN CRIMINAL CASES. 
ta DERSON. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up Senate 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON], 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, presents a bill, which the 
Clerk will report. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That so much of section 5 of the act entitled “An act to 
establish c t courts of appeals and to define and yagupate in certain cases 
the jurisdiction of the courts of the United States, and for other purposes,”’ 
approved March 3, 1891, as reads “in cases of conviction of a capital or other- 
wise infamous crime,” be amended by striking out the words “ or otherwise 
infamous,” so that the same will read “in cases of conviction of a capit 
crime;"’ and that appeals or writs of error may be taken from the distric 
courts or circuit courts to the proper circuit court of a in cases of 
conviction of an infamous crime not capital: Provided, That no case no 
pours in the Supreme Court or in which an appeal or writ of error shal 


ve been taken or sued out before the paaree of this act shall be hereby 

affected; but in all such cases the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court shall 

Ss said Supreme Court shall proceed therein as if this act had not 
n ki 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say to the House 
that this bill was called up at the last session of Congress, under 
a suspension of the rules, and failed to receive the necessary two- 
thirds vote. It was then antagonized by the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. CULBERSON], who has since examined the authorities 
and the law, and is now favorable to the passage of the bill. 

The purpose of it is simply to cut off appeals from the circuit 
courts of appeals to the Supreme Court in criminal cases other 
than cupltal. Capital cases may yet be appealed, and I desire to 
say that until the act of 1891 this power was never given to the 
Supreme Court. We have now pending in the Supreme Court 
over forty cases, many of them of a petty character, taking up the 
time of the Supreme Court and blocking the other legitimate and 
proper business of that court. I believe this bill to be needed and 
to be in line with the spirit of legislation which gave us the court 
of appeals, which was for the purpose of relieving the Supreme 
Court of the more inferior class of cases. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Will the gentleman allow me? 

Mr. HENDERSON. I will now yield to the gentleman from 
New awa BAKER] who reported the bill. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I should like to ask the gentieman a ques- 
tion. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Certainly. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. How does it affect the right of appeal from 
the district courts of the United States to the court of appeals? 

Mr. HENDERSON. It does not interfere with that. That is 
not interfered with. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. It does not interfere with that; it only in- 
terferes with the right of appeal to the Supreme Court? 

Mr. HENDERSON. That is all. 

Mr. McMELLIN. Do I understand the gentleman to say that 
this jurisdiction was only conferred on the Supreme Court in 1891? 

Mr. HENDERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McMILLIN. That the jurisdiction over the class of offenses 
now to be taken from the Supreme Court had only been cognizable 
by the Supreme Court in 1891? 

Mr. DERSON. That is right, sir. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, at 
to have the report of the Attorney-General, where I have marked 
it, upon this subject read. This is his report for 1896, and his 
report for 1895 is in equally strong terms; but I will not ask that 
that be read at present. 

The Clerk read as follows: ' 


CRIMINAL APPEALS. 

The unfortunate results of the present law governing writs of error to th 
Supreme Court in criminal cases are still ap mt. Defendants in cxieninal 
cases are generally poor. - It is hard for them to obtain counsel to defend them 
at home, but it is generally beyond their power to obtain counsel to argue 
their cases before the Supreme Court. ie the criminal jurisdiction of 

t court is now so extensive as to take up a considerable part of the time 
spent by Justices in the study of records and briefs, yet the oral argu- 
ments of cases are, ~{ or the reason above stated, comparatively 
few. They are mainly con to cases against the wealthier classes of de- 
fendants, such as a smugglers and bank officers. 

The Taxen n these criminal cases are for the most part compara- 
tively trivial and not of general importance. I think that a transfer of th 
ouninal ap to the t courts of ap with the present system o: 

rmipung poctnnt quesons to be presented to the Supreme Court by cer- 

cation, is highly d ble for various reasons. It would enable more de- 
endants to have their cases orally argued instead of being submitted upon 
It would save the very large amount of time which is now spent by 
the Supreme Court in stud records of cases involving comparatively 
See. and would thus probably very soon result in the clear- 
oO e ets, 80 cases cou argued and dec out the preg- 
th that ld be dand decided with h 

ei ine delays. It would not cut off the right of review by the Supreme 
of important ques for the courts are very regardful of the inter- 
<i of defen cases, and if the circuit courts of —— should 

to certify such quoctions wien asked to do so, the Supreme Court coul 
bring them before it by the writ of certiorari, and, [ am advised, would 
of doing so. would then be sharply and clearly 


resent I ask 
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resented, disencumbered from the voluminous records in which they are 
am often hidden, the cost of printing which is alone very great and gener- 
ally falls on the Government. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, unless some 
question is to be asked, as this is a united report of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, I shall ask for a vote. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and d. 

On motion of Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire, a motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the 
table. 

TO PREVENT THE PURCHASE OF CLAIMS AGAINST THE GOVERN- 
MENT. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I now call up the bill (H. R. 
6834) to prevent the purchasing of or ting in claims against 
the Federal Government by United States officers, and I yield to 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. GILLETT] who reported 
the bill. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That it shall hereafter be uniawful for any United States 
marshal or deputy marshal, or any clerk or deputy clerk of any court of the 
United States or of any Territory thereof, or any United States attorney or 
assistant attorney, or any United States judge, or United States commis- 
sioner, or other person holding any office, employment, or position of trust or 
profit under the Government of the United States to purchase, either directly 
or indirectly, any witness fee or claim, or the fee or c of any juror, or the 
fee or claim of any deputy marshal, or the fee or claim of any other person 
whatsoever against the United States Government. 

Sec. 2. That any person who shall be guilty of a violation of the first sec- 
tion of this bill shall be liable toan indictment by the grand jury of the United 
States and, upon conviction, shall be fined in any sum of not less than fifty nor 
more than five thousand dollars, and final judgment against the defendant 


shall ipso facto operate as a removal of the persor convicted and render his 
office or position vacant. 


aac 8, That all laws or parts of laws in conflict with this bill are hereby 
repeated, 
Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the 
reading of the report. It is very short. 
‘ The report (by Mr. GiLLett of Massachusetts) was read, as fol- 
ows: 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. — 


to prevent the emews of or speculating in claims against the Federa 
Government by U 


nited States officers, recommend its 5 

The main abuse against which this bill is aimed is ‘ns paveneee by officers 
of the courts of witness fees at much less than their face value, and thereby 
not only are the witnesses taken advant of and deprived of their proper 
com pensation, but inducement is created for the officers to promote unnec 
essary litigation. There are many other cases where the present practice is 

vxernicious which this bil! would remedy, and the few possible cases where 
i might work hardship are deemed by the committee insignificant compared 
with those where its operatioa would be beneficial. 

Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, unless some op- 
position is manifested or questions asked, I will ask for the pre- 
vious question. This is a unanimous report of the committee. 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to be e for a third reading; 
and —— engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed, 

On motion of Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts, a motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table- 
ADDITIONAL UNITED STATES JUDGES FOR THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I now call up the bill (H. R. 
4154) to amend section 9 of an act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for 
the appointment of additional judges of the United States court 
in the Indian Territory, and for other purposes,” and yield to the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. ConNoLLY] who reported the bill. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. FLYNN. Mr. Speaker, let us have an explanation of the 
bill, please. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Let the report be read. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the report. 

Mr. HENDERSON (during the reading of the een Mr. 
Speaker, I desire to lay that bill aside temporarily, pass it for 
the time being. 

The SP pro tempore. The gentleman from Iowa asks 
unanimous consent that the bill be laid aside temporarily. Is 
there objection? : 
nee HENDERSON. I will call up in place of that the bill 

Mr. FLYNN. May I ask the gentleman from Iowa a question? 
i you contemplate taking this bill up this afternoon, during this 

our? 

Mr. HENDERSON, No, sir; we will not take it up this after- 
noon. Some gentlemen desire an opportunity to examine it, and 
I desire to give them that opportunity. 

CONVENTION OF AMERICAN INSTRUCTORS OF THE DEAF. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I now call up the bill (H. R. 6883) to 
incorporate the Convention of American Instructors of the Deaf. 

The bill was read, as follows: : 

Be it enacted, etc., "Tha ward Gallaudet, of Washington 

tct of Columbia; Freie D eS Filme in the Stace of ichine Os 

fft Walker, of Jacksonville, in the State of Ilinois; James L. Smith, of Fari- 

ult, in the State of Minnesota; Sarah Fuller, of Boston, in the State of 


Massachusetts; David OC. Dud of Colorado in the State of 
rado, and John R. Dobyns. ot deen te the ae. 
a of the ——e of American Instructors of the and their 
associates and successors, be, and are here’ incorporated and mad: 
body poiiticand corporate in the District of Columbia by name of the “or, 
vention of American Instructors of the .” for the promotion of the edu. 
cation of the deaf on the broadest, most advanced, and ; and 
that name it may sue and be sued, plead and be in any court of law 
or equity, and may have and use a common and change the same at 
easure. 


pl 

Sec. 2. That the said corporation shall have the power to take and ho 
personal estate and such real estate as shall be necessary and for th 
promotion of the educational and benevolent purposes of 


by 


10) 
which shall not be divided among the members of the Dat shall 
descend to their successors for <7 af. 

Sec. 3. That said havea tution and Ms or 
-laws, and shall have power to amend : Provided, 


same at 

t+ such constitution and or by-laws do not with the 

laws of the United States or of any State. 
Sxo. 4. That said tion may hold its meetings in such places as said 
EeWSear snd Dutnbs? Washtine 
on, 
and transactions as its officers sha|/ 
and value concerning the education of 


. O., such portions of its 
deem to be of general pu inte 
the deaf. 


Mr. COX. I desire to have an explanation of that bill. 
Mr. HENDERSON. An explanation would be best given by 
what is said in the report: 


The incorporators are actively interested in the education of th 
deaf and dumb and desire a > may meere ef. 
fectively and and 


tically carry on their eff and that ‘ies 
for may be enco' ) 
in Soe y ncouraged and preserved. Ried aden. 
This is done at the instance of Professor Gallaudet, who is really 
the father of this t work of ed ing the deaf and dumb. 
The bill was introduced by the gentleman a Maine [Mr. Dinu- 
LEY], and has been pressed upon us by all who take an in 
this matter. It is simply toi them, in order that they 
may more effectively = on their efforts. 
r. BAILEY. I think I understand the bill makes this a Dis- 
trict . . 
Mr. DERSON. Well, it is an organization in the District 
of Columbia, as I understand it. 
Mr. BAILEY. I think it makes it a body corporate of the Dis- 


trict of Columbia. 
It is to incorporate them in the District 


Mr. HENDERSON. 
of Columbia. 

Mr. BAILEY. Then that is all right. 

Mr. HENDERSON. It is exp y so stated in the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 
being engrossed, it was eas Aga thethird time, and d. 

On motion of Mr. HENDE N, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment bills 
of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water system; and 

A bill (H. R. 4538) for the relief of John Keefe. 

The message also announced that the Senate had to the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to the (8. 1424) 
to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to amend section 4178, Revised 
Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ names at bow and 
stern, and also to provide for marking the draft,” approved F'eb- 
ruary 21, 1891. 

POLICE COURT JURISDICTION, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 3625) 
to amend section 4 of an act entitled ‘“‘An act to define the juris- 
diction of the police court of the District of Columbia,” and I yield 
es oo from New Hampshire [Mr. BAKER] who reported 

e 


The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, ete., That section 4 of the act entitled “An act to define 
the jurisdiction of the — court of the District of Columbia,” roved 
March 3, 1891, be, and the same hereby is, so amended as to read as fi 
“Spo. 4 That in all cases tried before said court the judgment 


ows: 
of the court 


by rules ons made the court of 
appeals of the District of Columbia for the transaction to be 
brought before it under this act, and for the time and of the entry 
of appeals, and for error > 


of said court, to said court of for review and such s as the law 

See ce ee ae ce en eet 
as ma’ e court o' 

Any defe t the t of the provisions of this section shall give 
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notice inopen court of his intention to ly for a writ of ewe such 


~epti and thereupon Weer - shall be sta: for 
Focnded, t the defendant shall and there enter ato recognizance 
the judge of the police court, con- 


ith sufficient surety, to be a 
Vite aod that in the event of a of on for a writ of error he 
will, within five days next after the ex of said ten =a 
said police court and abide by and }.. ‘orm its judgment, and that in the 
event of the granting of such writ of error he appear in said court of 
appeals of the District of Columbia and prosecute the writ of error and abide 
by and perform its judgment in the premises. Upon failure of any defend- 
ant to enter into the ce provided for in this section the sentence 
of the police court shall wpe ge my Lacy Pag nd et 
application for a writ of error and until the final disposition thereof by the 
said court of appeals. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the 
report be read. It is quite brief. : 

The report (by Mr. Baker of New Hampshire) was read, as 
follows: 

he Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3623) 

quiitiod “A bill to amend section 4 of an act entitled ‘An act to define the 


‘urisdicti f the court of the District of Columbia,’ * having had the 
jurisdiction o police a reg : 


5 


same under ee, : 

ty section 4 of the act of Congress approved March il (26 Stat. L., 849), 
__ By soctln SP cae anee detecenk ireen te court of the 
District of Columbia to eee court of the said trict upon the 
approval of a judge of that Orme 

This provision of the statute was satisfactory to both the bench and the 


bar. but was repealed by the act creating the court of ap of the District, 
approved February 9, 1893 (27 Stat. L., 135). This oro incidental, and 
so far as appeals from the police court were concerned, was probably - 
vertent. * e act referred to destroyed the general —— jurisdiction of 
the supreme court of the District, and did not authorize writs of error from 


the police court to the court of 
The of the present is to restore writs of error on law points 
appeals of the 


m the police court, by permitting such writs to the court of 
Banict comm the 2 of any justice of that court. 
Section 4 of the said act is unchanged in other particulars, and your com- 
mittee report the bill and recommend its passage. 
The bill was ordered to be en sed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
AUDRAIN COUNTY, MO. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. r, I call up the bill (H. R. 9901) 
to detach the county of Audrain from the western district of Mis- 
souri and to attach the same to the eastern district of said State 
of Missouri. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Re it enacted, ete., That the county of Audrain,in the State of Missouri, be, 
andi the same is hereby, detached m the western judicial district of the 


ate of Missouri and attached to the eastern judicial t of said State of 
issour! . 

Sec. 2. That all process, civil and criminal, hereafter issued against persons 
residing in said county of Audrain shall be made returnable to the courts 
held at St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, and all suits and prosecutions now 
pending in the circuit or district courts of the United States against persons 
resiiing in the said county of Audrain, at Jefferson City, in said State of Mis- 
souri, shall be dete: in said courts. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I yield to the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. Burton] who reported the bill. 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, this is simply a change 
of this county from one district to the other as a matter of con- 
venience. This legislation is prayed for generally wv the bar of 
that county who practice in the Federal courts, and I believe the 
bill ought to pass. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BURTON of Missouri, a motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill passed was laid on the table. 


DEPUTY MARSHALS, INDIAN TERRITORY. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I call up Senate bill No. 3050, 
to validate the appointments, acts, and services of certain deputy 
United States marshals in the Indian Territory, and for other 
purposes, 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That thea: tments of deputy United States marshals 
tory since the ist day 9 Mach 8s al prior to April Uc and lea 
y since y 

taken by such deputy United States wed wy in meh faith, and all ie 
services rende by such deputy United States marshals in pursuance of law 
and in good faith, are hereby ratified and validated. All accounts for the 
payment of such United States marshals shall be subject to the 
approval of the Attorney-General. 

Src. 2. That hereafter United States marshals in said Territory shall e 
bond, with two or more sureties to be even’ by the judgeof said a 
in the sum of genee, conditioned as w required in to the bond 
other United States marshals: That whenever the business of the 
courts in said T: shall make it necessary, in the opinion of the Attor- 
hey-General, for the United States marshal of any district therein to furnish 
greater security than the official bond herein required, a bond in the sum not 
exceeding $50,000 shall be given by said marshal when required by the Attor- 
ney-General, who shall fix the amount thereof. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I yield to the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. 


BRopEaaGe . 

_ Mr. BRO CK. Mr. Speaker, the act organizing the courts 
in the Indian Terri mi A ce for the appointment of a marshal 
in each district, and provided for the gens of deputy 
marshals by the marshals. Under the law deputies were re- 
bee to take the oath of office before the judges of the several 


icts, but in fact many of them who were appointed took the 





cath before the clerks, the ju 

no provision in the statute au 
office before the clerk in the absence of the judge, 
ties did it and then went on and rendered service. 

tion has been made a eee for their services, but the accounts 
have not been audi or paid. This bill is intended simply to 
legalize what has been done irregularly, but in good faith: and tke 


not being present. There was 
orizing the im a the oath of 
ut these depu- 

An appropria- 


services of thése men have been actuallyrendered. This is a Sen- 
ate bill, and the Committee on the Judiciary has reported the bill 
just as it the Senate. 

Mr. ICK. This is to confirm what has been done without 
authority of law;-but does it also authorize the clerks to admin- 
ister the oath of office to deputies? 

Mr. BRODERICK. No; the statute provides that the judge 
shall administer the oath. 

Mr. HULICK. That is the provision in the existing statute; 
but does your bill provide for clerks swearing in these officials, 
the very thing that you are now proposing to ratify? 

Mr. BRODERICK. No; it simply legalizes what has been done 
in this r t. 

Mr. HULICK. Then why not authorize the clerks of these 
courts to administer the oaths? 

Mr. BRODERICK. We propose todo that in another bill which 
is now pending before the committee. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and 3 

On motion of Mr. BRODERICK, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, the committee has no further 
business to call up at this time. 


OLEOMARGARINE, ETC. 


Mr. WADSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 1221) 
to make oleomargarine and all other imitation dairy products sub- 
ject to the laws of the State or Territory into which they are 
transported. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That all articles known as oleomargarine, butterine, 
imitation butter, or imitation cheese, or any substance in the semblance of 
butter or cheese not the usual — of the dairy and not made exclusively 
of pure and unadulterated milk or cream, transported into any State or Ter- 
ritory, or remaining therein for use, consumption, sale, or storage therein, 

upon arrival in such State or Territory, be subject to the operation 
and effect of the laws of such State or Territory enacted in the exercise of 
its police powers to the same extent and in the same manner as though such 
articles or substances had been produced in such State or Territory, and shall 
not be exempt therefrom by reason of being introduced therein in original 
packages or otherwise. 


Mr. WADSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, the member of the com- 
mittee having this matter in charge being unavoidably absent at 
this time, I yield to the gentleman from Vermont | Mr. Grout]* 
who introduced the bill. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I think this subject can not be 
better presented to the House than by the reading of the report 
of the committee, which quite fully explains the necessity for 
this legislation. 

The report (by Mr. WILBER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred House bill 1221, 
makes the following report: 

The object sought to be obtained by the legislation proposed by this bill is 
to place cleomargarine and all other imitation dairy products under the 
regulation of the laws in the States and Territories into which such articles 
shall have been transported from other States for sale. 

The doctrine was announced by our Supreme Court in the case of Leisy vs. 
Hardin, known as the “ origi package” decision, that where any article 
of commerce is manufactured in one State and transported into another 
State and placed on the market, that the sale of such article of commerce 
should be protected to the extent of one transfer while the goods remained 
in the original package, and until they became part of the commercial,prod- 
ucts of the State into which they were shipped. 

The Agricultural Committee, to whom was referred this bill, has given the 
subject careful consideration, and recommend the passage of this bill with 
the follo amendment: 

In line 9, after the word “arrival,” erase the word “in,"’ and substitute the 
words ‘‘ within the limits of.” 

Most of the States of the Union, it seems, have passed laws regulating the 
sale of oleomargarine, etc. These laws, so far as the committee has been 
able to ascertain, do a either the manufacture or sale, at whole- 
sale or retail, of these icles; but all such legislation of the States seems 
to be for the of preventing the sale of oleomargarine, etc., for but- 
ter, ete. In other words, no exception has been taken to the sale of oleomar- 

, ete., as such, but complaints continually come against the sale of 
mitation articles as the genuine, and it seems that most of the States havo 


upon their statute books laws of this character; but as soon as the “original 
Se" decision was rendered, the dealers in oleomargarine and other 
mitation dairy products saw an opportunity by which they could evade 
those laws an The 


effect at least one sale without fear of prosecution. 
representatives of the farmers and dairymen of the United States claim 
that a large amount of imitation dairy products have thus been placed upon 
the market, and the sale of said imitation dairy products as genuine im- 
mensely increased. 

The opponents of this bill place their opposition on the grounds that the 
farmer will receive decreased prices for the ingredients used in the manu- 
facture of these imitation products; and that it is an oppression to the poor 
man, a. from buying a cheap substitute for the genuine dairy 
product, palatable and wholesome in its character. 

first objection is too trivial to be seriously considered. No honest 
farmer expects a permanent demand for any of his products except for honest 
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and legitimate purposes. As to the second ground of oppositi 
tact that no one ever purchases oleomar; e or any other imitation 
dairy product, knowing it to be such, except the dealers and persons who 
may conduct restaurants, boarding houses, and hotels, No manever buys 
it for family use, knowing it to be imitation; and when the laboring man does 
buy it for family use, he pays abou’ the same price to the retail dealer that 
he would pay for the genuine article, for the simple reason that if the retail 
dealer made any s— difference in the price between the genuine and the 
imitation article it would expose the fraud, and the consumer would pur- 
chase the genuine and not the imitation article, 


it is a well- 


But the enormous profits to 
the retail dealer induces him to palm off the imitation article whenever an 
a offers. 


e manufacturers of pore dairy products have never asked for prohib- 
itory laws as to the manufacture or sale of the imitation dairy products, but 
they have, with much force and unquestioned justice, insisted that these said 
imitation dairy products shall be sold upon their merits, and not disposed of to 
unsuspecting consumers as the genuine article; and it seems to the commit- 
tee that an interest so large and important as the dairy interests of the United 
States—an interest the yearly products of which amount to $1,000,000,000— 
should be recognized in any reasonable legislative demands. 


Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, it would seem to me that there 
ought not to be any necessity for discussing this bill, but I have 
just been informed by the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. W1L- 
LIAMS] that he would like to be heard uponit. Of course there is 
no objection to that, and I now yield to the gentleman such time 
as he may desire to present his views. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Chairman, this is one of those measures 
which look very innocent upon their face, but mean a great deal, 
and it is proper that Congress should know, before it enacts it into 
law, just exactly what the bill does mean. This is a bill to anni- 
hilate the interstate-commerce feature of the Constitution of the 
United States in so far as it protects dealing in oleomargarine, 
The bill reads that— 

Allarticles known as oleomargarine, butterine, imitation butter, or imita- 
tion cheese, or any substance in the semblance of butter or cheese not the 
product of the dairy and not made exclusively of pure and unadulterated 
milk or cream, when rae into any State or Territory, or re 
therein for use, consumption, sale, or sto therein, shail, upon arriv: 
within the limits of such State or Territory, be subject to the operation and 
effect of the laws of such State or Territory. 


That means not 7 all such laws as now exist in the said States 
or Territories, but all laws that may, after the passage of this 
bill, be enacted by such States or Territories. It puts oleomar- 
garine, a wholesome product, upon the same footing with whisky, 
and takes the same measures with regard to it that Congress took 
after the ‘‘ original-package” decision of the Supreme Court in the 
case of whisky to stamp out dealing in it in interstate commerce, 
to prevent its being protected in the States by the interstate-com- 
merce clause of the Constitution of the United States. Now, 
understand me distinctly, Mr. S$ er, I have no objection to any 
bill which the gentleman will introduce here which forbids any 
transaction in commerce between the States in oleomargarine, or 
in butterine, or in anything else, when shipped or sold under any 
name except its own name, or under any guise or semblance except 
its own. y 

Mr. GROUT. That is all that this bill provides. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. That is not all that this bill provides. This 
bill does exactly as to oleomargarine what the whisky legislation 
which followed the “ original-package ” decision did as to whisky. 
It absolutely prohibits, for instance, within the Stateof Vermont 
dealings in oleomargarine or any similar products, whether sold 
as oleomargarire or as butter if the State chooses to enact sucha 
prohibition. This bill will absolutely enable Pennsylvania or any 
other State of the Union having dairy products which come into 
competition more or less with these other products to stamp these 
competing fooé products altogether out of existence within the 
State, just as they may stamp out whisky or any ee 
or deleterious substance—to prohibit its sale or manufacture in 
or importation into the State. 

Now, sir, oleomargarine and similar products are not whisky, 
are not upon the same footing, are not injurious to the human 
race. All the testimony that was brought before the committee 
shows that these articles are made of wholesome substances and 
are as healthful and as fit for use as food by the human race as 
butter made from the milk of the cow. 

I concede that the dairy farmers have a right to complain if 
these products are sold, as they too frequently are, for butter. 
People should not be deceived into buying oleomargarine thinking 
that they are buying butter. If the gentleman will introduce a 
bill seeking to — such deception, and closing, if you choose, 
the channels of interstate commerce altogether to the access of 
any product, I care not what, which under a name not its 
own—which assumes a deceptive semblance or guise— i 
all right. But when the gentleman —— to take a produ 
made of the oil of cotton seed, from , from various othe 
things, se oils, etc., products perfectly pure and whole- 
some, much purer and more wholesome as a rule than butter— 
and when he proposes to enable the State of Vermont, for instance, 
to stamp out of existence commerce in these products, because 
their sale conflicts with the sale at higher prices of certain prod- 
ucts of the people of the State of Vermont, then, Mr. Chairman, 
he is undertaking to make the Constitution, which was intended 


to protect us all, a shield of defense for a part of the country and 


a sword of of loginbtion another 
This sort of legi tion may be justifiable in the case of whisky, 
upon the broad and general ground of the conviction of human. 
ity that w ie injarions So the usnan Snes ete mans S00 sl 
ought to be prohibited or regulated, or atany rate upon the groun 
that the community ought to have the right to prohibit or regu- 
late it because of its injurious c , or because they think it 
injurious, whether it is so or not—in short, because whisky, like 
lotteries and gambling, falls within the “police powers” of the 
State. But no man can assert that these products are of that 
character. 

I ask gentlemen of the House to pause before taking a step which 
will be a precedent for the Iliad of all our woes in the way of a 
certain class of new legislation, new legislation in the direction 
of making the Constitution of the United States, or at least a 
particular clause of it, a thing which shall protect some products 
of some sections everywhere, while it shall not protect others any- 
where in the rights guaranteed to them by the Federal Constitu- 
tion in matters of legitimate interstate commerce. 

Now, let me read this bill and ask whether I can possibly be 
mistaken in my construction of it. Leaving out repetitions, it 


provides— 

That all articles known as oleomargarine— 

Etc.— 
not made exclusively of pure and unadulterated milk or cream, transpo: 
into any State or evitary, or . an 


remaining therein f: consum: 

or storage therein, , upon arrival within the limits of 4g he or 
Territory, be subject to the operation and effect of the laws of such State or 
Territory. e in the exercise of its police powers—_ - 

‘*Of its police powers!” It will beseen that the bill puts the sup- 
ression or extinction of these products upon. exactly the same 
ooting as the suppression of gambling or w or a hundred 

other things of that sort, the “police powers” of the State being 
so broad that it has been held by the courts that the Constitution 
of the United States does not contemplate any interference of any 
description by the General Government with 
I say my statement that after this bill is any State of 
this Union may pass a law to prohibit the sale of ine 
in its natural color, under its own name, is undeniable—is a cor- 
rect statement of the effect of this measure. 

The clause which I have already read continues— 


to the same extent and in the same emner of Goagh ene ereies cx sub- 
stances had been produced in such State or , shall not be ex- 
empt therefrom by reason of being introduced in original packages 
or otherwise. 

Thus it will be seen that these ucts, if any State chooses to 
prohibit them, may be within t State entirely 


= out, 
And, of course, a = State—any dairy State— d choose 
to make the prohibition, use these products, even in their 
own semblance and under their own name, furnish a food product 
which enables humanity to eat something besides butter, and 
hence make butter somewhat cheaper. At any rate, that is the 
ground upon which the legislation would be based. 

Now, I ask members of Congress to reflect before they take 
as in this case a step which was a doubtful precedent in the case 
oO a only justified in that case by character of the 
product Mself. In that instance Congress went out of its way to 
pass a law which it would not have passed in relation to any 
other substance, in relation to any food product. In this case you 
are asked to take a perfectly w me product—pure vegetable 
oil, much purer than the average butter, much more wholesome 
as food than ordinary butter—and treat it to a doseof the “ police 
powers” of any section of the country with whose products it 
may happen to come into competiti ee? iti 
mark you, not as butter, but as what it really is. 
ee to prevent articles of this description from competing a3 

utter—under the name and semblance of batter—with genuine 
butter, Iam ready to go with you; but we must not give to any 
State of the Union the ight, under the broad police powers of 4 
sovereign State, to prohibit absolutely the manufacture and sale 
of the wholesome product of other States under their own name 
and in their own color. I thank the gentleman for the time he 
has yielded me. 

Mr. COX. If I understand the gentleman , his oppo- 
sition to this bill is based on the ground that it ts any of 
these products, such as oleomargarine, from being sold in a State. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. No, sir; but the bill will enable any State, 
after the measure takes effect, to prohibit the manufacture of 
sale of such product if it chooses. 

Mr. COX. aaa that the State does make such a prohibi- 
pat that is the object of the bill, as I understand gen- 
and natural and mee 


eman—— 

Mr. See It is one of the le and adm 
essary effects, whether or one objects. 
myself that it is one of its objects; but ‘I do not like to make that 
statement, because other gentlemen here are of course the fairest 
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judges of their own motives. But that is one of the possible effects 
of \° GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I am very sorry to find my friend 

y . e . , 
from erp oy Sed ry oy coed reeny dag Aer yon 5 
says that on its face it is harmless, but that concealed within 
is all manner of and ess, 

He sa he te im Savee of having cheemengerine go Teen Se 
market for just what it is, and then declares that 
accomplish some other terrible urpose, but does not make it clear 
what coma’ will follow, and to prove his words reads a clause 

‘rom the bi 
y Now, allow me to read the whole bill, which is very short. 

It is as follows: oe 
inne cheese, eee in the sem of butter or 5 
the usual product of the dairy and not made vely of pure 
terates _ ts cream, pousy State or “oF 
Within te Nie eed Pests cx Tereiezy consteh ta he < operation 


police powers to the come Seen and in the same manner as though 
substances produced in such State or Territory. 
arti not be exempt th y reason of being introduced therein in orig!- 


nal packages or 0’ 

As you see, all that this bill provides is that when oleomarga- 
rine, imitation cheese, or “‘any substance in the semblance of but- 
ter or cheese” is transported into one State from another it shall 
be subject to the laws of the State into which it is taken. Now, 
is there anything so very terrible about that? The bill contains 
no other provision, only that all these false and imitation dairy 
products shall be subjectto the laws of the State into which they 
are oneness The language is unequivocal. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. If the gentleman will permit an interruption. 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I think you will find that you are mistaken. 
I think the gentleman has not gotten the real gravity of the lan- 
guage: 

That all articles known as oleomargarine. 

Now, if this bill sto right there, without any disjunctive 
or conjuntive word following, until you came to the verb, there 
could be no question as to its meaning. But you have added other 
articles—butterine, imitation butter, ‘or any substance in the 
semblance of butter or cheese’—which changes the entire con- 
struction and meaning of the sentence. 

Mr. GROUT. But the gentleman is entirely in error as to his 
contention. Let us read the language of the bill to which he 
refers. Here it is again: 

That all articles known as ol e, butterine, imitation butter, 
imitation cheese, or any substance in semblance of butter or cheese no 
the usual product of the dairy, and not made usively of pure and unadul- 
terated milk or geome. ti rted into any or Territory, shall be sub- 
ject to the opera and etc. 

Now, there can be no possible aes about that lan 
It is as clear as can be, aw. laces these imitation 
products under control of the law of the States into which they 
are taken for consumption or’ sale, and that is all there is to it. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, if the bill is not sufficiently explici 
on this point, I am entirely willing that any amendment 
be adopted to make it so. 

The only object of the bill is to prevent these false and fraudu- 
lent imitations of butter and cheese from being transported 
from the State in which they are manufactured into a State where 
they are not manufactured, and there put on sale in such a way 
as to deceive the purchaser as to the real character of the article, 
as could have been done under the decision known as the - 
package decision, which allowed one sale while in the o 
package in spite of the laws of the State where the sale was made, 
no matier how great the fraud that may have been practiced upon 
those who consumed it. This, I — is the only object of the 
bill, to make certain that when this imitation, udulent 
substance, is taken from the State where it is manufactured into 
another State the law of the State may become operative 
to the same extent and in the same manner as though the article 
had been produced in said State or Territory. That is all that the 
bill seeks to do. 

Mr. COX. But, let me ask the gentleman, if a that far 
why do you not put it within the power of the State to prohibit 
its coming into State altogether? 

Mr.GROUT. The bill leaves to each State the right to regu- 
late the sale in its own way. There is nothing in it to justify the 
conclusion that its sale may be prohibited. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr.GROUT. Certainly. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. If I understand the p of the bill, it 
places that article—oleomargarine—when ed into a State, 
es the local jurisdiction of that State? 


u ME GROUT, ‘And thats prouny what fhe bil Soes,and alt | ibs 
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a. LIVINGSTON. Then the bill is a good one, and it ough? 


pass. 
Mr, COX. It ought not to be passed. 
Mr. GROUT. ell, I am very sorry that gentlemen so dis< 
ed on this floor differ so sudieatiy. 
ow, Mr. Speaker, just a word as to the history of the imitation- 
butter business in connection with the legislation and the deci, 
sions of the courts respecting it. It will be remembered that 


1886 the act was passed, and under that law th 
production and of it were checked to some extent, as you wi 
see by the foll statistics: In 1887, the year after the passage 


of the law, the number of manufacturers was 87, wholesale deale 
288, and retail dealers 6,977, or a total of 7,802 persons engag 
in the business as manufacturers and dealers, wholesale and retail, 
in . Under that law the manufacturers and dealers 
went down from this total of 7,802 in 1887 to 6,035 in 1889, a reduc- 
tion of over 1,000 in oop yess. In 1889 came the original-pack- 
age decision, under which, as I have said, oleomargarine could 
be taken from one State into another, and one sale made in spite 
of local laws, which put it into the hands of the retail dealer and 
started it on its way of cheating the purchaser, who invariably 
buys it for butter. Nobody buys oleomargarine for consumption 
except the boarding-house keeper and the restaurant and hotel 
keeper. The purchaser always buys butter, but often gets oleo- 
margarine, because this stuff so closely counterfeits butter that 
few except experts can tell the difference between the two. 

And now again, in 1887, the first year after the oleomargarine 
law was passed which put restrictions upon it, the total revenue 
from oleom ine was but $723,904.04. But when the original- 
package d on came, protecting it in its transfer to the retailer, 
who could work it off to the uns ting purchaser as butter, the 
total receipts jumped in the following year from that figure to over 
@ million and a of dollars. The receipts from the tax uponit 
a good deal more than doubled in a single year. Now, as badly 
as the Government wants revenue just now, it does not want it 
from such fraudulent sources as this. And this was the boom 
which the original-package decision gave to oleomargarine through- 
out the country, by b> agen it everywhere into the hands of the 
retail dealer, who really practices the fraud upon the people. 

But in 1898 there came another decision of the Supreme Court, 
which lays down the doctrine contained in this bill, That was 
rendered, however, by a divided court, the opinion being given* 
by Mr. Justice Harlan. The Chief Justice and Justices Field and 

ewer dissented. Now, I want to read from that opinion, in 
answer to my friend the gentleman from Mississippi {[Mr. Wu. 
LIAMs] and in answer to my other friend the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Cox]. I will say, however, before doing so, that the 
reason ;for this legislation is that this decision was by a divided 
court, and the dairy interests of the country fear that possibly; 

May hold the other way. 

Mr. Speaker, the dairy interests of the country are of immense 

portions in the aggregate, though made up rom a vast num- 

r of small interests, many of them weak and comparatively in- 
significant when standi 7 themselves, but in their united 
strength they are a power in the land, and they demand this legis- 
lation. ask that this decision of the Supreme Court be writ- 
ten in the statutes of the country, and not left to the possibly 
fluctuating opinion of the court. And now let me read from that 
decision of the court. By it, all the constitutional arguments and 
fictions of the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. WILLIAMs] and 
others opposing this bill are atonce wiped away. It is in the case 
of Plumley vs husetts (155 United States Reports), in which 
the plaintiff in error had been prosecuted and fined under a Massa- 
chusetts statute prohibiting the sale of oleomargarine in the guise 
of butter. He pleaded constitutional right to handie this 

roduct from another State, in the absence of Federal prohibition, 

Massachusetts statute to the contrary notwithstanding. But, 

as I say, he was convicted and fined under that statute, and, being 
held in jail for nonpayment of the fine, brought a writ of habeas 
us before the supreme court of Massachusetts, which decided 
him and in favor of the constitutionality of the State 

statute. The case came to the United States Supreme Court on 
sppeal, and the following is the closing part of the opinion by Mr. 

ustice Harlan: 


e are of opinion that it is within the power of a State to exclude from its 
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ust sense, interfere with the freedom of commerce among the several States. 
‘It is legislation which “can be most advantageously exercised by the States 
themselves.” 

Mr. MORSE. Massachusetts does not allow soap grease to be 
sold for butter. 

Mr. GROUT (continuing)— 

We are not unmindful of the fact—indeed, this court has often had occasion 
to observe—that the acknowledged power of the States to protect the morals, 
the health, and safety of their people by appropriate legislation sometimes 
touches in its exercise the lines separating the respective domains of national 
and State authority. But in view of the complex system of government 
which exists in this country, “presenting,” as this court, speaking by Chief 
Justice Marshall, has said, “the rare and difficult scheme of one General Gov- 
ernment whose action extends over the whole, but which possesses only cer- 
tain enumerated powers, and of numerous State governments, which retain 
and exercise all powers not delegated to the Union,” the judiciary of the 
United States should not strike down a legislative enactment of a State— 
especially if it has direct connection with the social order, the health, and 
the morals of its people—unless such legislation peeniy, and palpably violates 
some right granted or secured by the national Constitution or encroaches 
upon the authority delegated to the United States for the attainment of 
objects of national concern. 

e can not so adjudge in reference to the statute of Massachusetts, and as 
the court below correctly held that the plaintiff in error was not restrained 
of his liberty in violation of the Constitution of the United States, the judg- 
ment must be affirmed. 

Now, from this opinion you will see that this bill only proposes 

© put this decision into statute law, and for the sole purpose of 
Riving it greater permanency, It does not enlarge or take from 

e law of this decision a single iota in any particular. 

Mr. MORSE. Will the gentleman from 
ask him a question? 

Mr. GROUT. I yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
for a question. 

Mr. MORSE. I want to ask the gentleman from Vermont [Mr, 
Grout] if there is anything in this bill which prevents the sale of 
oleomargarine or any imitation of butter in States where it is al- 
lowed by law? 

Mr. GROUT. Why, of course there is nothing. 
leaves that matter to the States. 

Mr. MORSE. Gentlemen here sayso. Gentlemen are deluded 
who think that. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I desire to be heard in 
my own time. 

Mr. GROUT. What time does the gentleman desire? 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Ten minutes. 

Mr. GROUT. I will yield ten minutes to the gentleman as soon 
as I have concluded my remarks. I had merely concluded the 
reading of this opinion. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Under the operation of this law, if it 
should be enacted, is it not possible for the States to enact a law 
forbidding the sale of oleomargarine in those States? 

Mr. GROUT. Not by authority of thislaw. The bill is drawn 

«within the provisions of the law laid down by the court; it is 
drawn strictly in accordance with it; and if it admits of that view, 
he must argue with the court and not with myself. . 

Mr. Speaker, now a word as to another view of the matter. 
Gentlemen talk about interfering with the sale of a product de- 
signed for the subsistence of the poor. Ah, Mr. 8 er, this is 
a mere pretense, as false as the product itself. Oleomargarine 
now goes in the garb of butter—‘‘semblance of butter” in the 
words of the bill—to the poor and is sold as butter, not at the price 
for oleomargarine, but at the price butter bears; and so neither 
the poor nor the rich get oleomargarine except at an enormous 
profit. Most of the States now have laws, if they are allowed to 
take charge of this stuff as this bill proposes, which will secure 
its sale for just what it is. Then the poor will get oleomargarine 
at somewhere near its cost, instead of paying the price of butter 
for it as now. And then, too, butter will be sought by those who 
are able and want to pay a good price for a good article. The 
producer of butter will thus be benefited at the same time that 
the poor man is furnished with oleomargarine at one-half or one- 
third what he pays now. No one will be hurt but the manufac- 
turer and dealer in this false and fraudulent article, who, between 
them, now realize enormous profits in palming it off for butter. 
And even they will not be hurt, but will only be confined to reason- 
able protits; and, as we have seen, all for the benefit of those who 
feel themselves unable to buy butter. 

Besides the fraud on the public in imposing upon them a coun- 
terfeit product of doubtful wholesomeness, the damage to the 
honest dairy interests of the country is immense in dr, g down 
the price of butter by the sale of vast quantities oF the cheap 
greases that go into oleomargarine, but which are colored for but- 
ter and so flavored by the use of buttermilk as to give the product 
every appearance of butter and even the taste of butter. It is one 
of the boasted merits of this product, but really its chief infamy, 
that an ordinary person can not detect the difference between the 

enuine and the false; and I agree that it is so disguised that it is 

ifficult to tell. 

Now, nobody objects to its going on the market in its own color. 
The court says so expressly in the mere which Iread. Itis only 
when it assumes the semblance of butter, and so is calculated to 


ermont allow me to 


It simply 


— deceit and fraud, that it is pro to make it subject 
the police laws of the State where it is sold. The bill says 
the same thing. It is only where it goes on the market in the 
‘‘semblance of butter or cheese” that this bill authorizes the police 
laws of the State into which it goes to take hold of it. If it goes 
on the market as oleomargarine, with the color of oleomargarine 
and undertakes no cheat or falsehood as it goes, there is no objec. 
tion to it, There is nothing in this bill that will allow any Stats 
to =~ it by way of prohibition if it goes on the market for what 


it is. 

Mr.LIVINGSTON. Willthe eo t an amendment? 

Mr. GROUT. In a minute. e only that.this uncer- 
tain stuff shall not sail under false colors, so that the r man 
shall have the product at a chea a with a sonnegiaite rofit 
only upon it. e shall thus be helping the poor man and pro- 
tecting an honest industry at thesametime. Besides, it allows this 
— to be brought out of its disguise in every State that sees 

t todoit. If a State chooses to let it be sold for butter, it can do 
so; but there is no State in the Union that is willing to do that; and 
a is no honest man in this country who is willing it should 

one, 

Mr. TERRY. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion on that point? , 

Mr. GROUT. Certainl y 

Mr. TERRY. Does not the United States legislation already 
provide that the product ‘‘ oleomargarine” shall be sold as oleomar- 


garine? 
Mr. GROUT, Yes; it provides that it shall be stamped and put 
‘on the market in the satel package. 

Mr. TERRY. How is it possible, then, to deceive anybody? 

Mr. GROUT. I did not — to the gentleman for remarks, 
You asked me a question. Nowletmeanswer. Itisan easy mat- 
ter for the retailer to slip the tub off the stuff and set ‘it on the 
counter alongside of butter and sell it as butter in small lots as 
called for. Remember, it is so like butter that only an expert can 
tell the difference in appearance or taste. Frequently nothing 
short of the microscope can make the difference certain. 


Now I yield to the gentleman from Georgia. 
a LIVINGSTON. Will the gentleman accept this amend- 
ment?— 


Shall not be interfered with by the State or by State regulations in a Stato 
when sold as oleomargarine. 

If you will ie that amendment in, I think it will be agreed to. 

Mr. GROUT. But that would defeat the express purpose of 
the bill, which is to give to the States the right to regulate the 
sale of oleomargarine. We do notask for the power in the States 
to prohibit the sale of it. The Supreme Court says the States 
have the right to regulate its sale, and I am surprised that my 
friend the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. WILLIAMS], from a 
State-rights State, and my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Cox], 
from a State-rights State, and nowalso my friend from Louisiana 

Mr. Boarwany, who, I see, is ready with a question, also from a 

tate-rights State, are willing to lank in the way of the rights 
of the States under the Constitution, as determined by the Supreme 
Court in the opinion which I have just read. — 

Mr. BOAT . Will the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 

Mr. BOATNER. Does not the gentleman from Vermont think 
that this bill and all bills of a similar character rest on the author- 
a - ~ Federal Government to regulate commerce between the 

s 

Mr. GROUT. The Supreme Court says not in case of articles 
like false butter and cheese, calculated to deceive, or at least the 
Supreme Court says that the States may regulate and a 
falsehoods and frauds of this character. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
believe the dairymen, who are intelligent men, throughout this 
country, having knowledge of this decision of the court, would 
have asked more, but they felt that it being by a divided court, 
it rested upon too uncertain a basis. They realize that the specious 
arguments which the gentlemen are suggesting in tion to 
this bill now may be at some evil but more favorable time thrust 
uyon the court, and the decision.perhaps overturned. They want 
‘0 see this law on the statute book also—— 

Mr. BOATNER. But does not the gentleman from Vermont 
concede that this bill if enacted into law is a concession of 4 
part of the authority and power of the Federal Government to 
regulate commerce between the States? 

Mr. GROUT. No, itis rather an indorsementof or acquiescence 
on the part of Congress in the decision of the court, which is to 
= effect that the States may exercise this power without leave of 

ongress. 

Mr. BOATNER. Otherwise, what necessity is there for the 
bill, if it takes nothing away from the power of the Federal Gov- 
ernment and adds nothing to the different States? 

Mr. GROUT. It does not contravene the powers of the Gen- 
eral Government to control interstate commerce, as stated by 
the court in their opinion. This question lies close to the line 








1897. 


between the authority of the General Government and of the 
States, but to prevent a fraud the court holds that the States may 
act through their police power, and I believe it is sound doctrine, 
and this bill simply puts into statute law the decision of the court; 
hat is all. 
Mr. COOKE of Mlinois. Mr. Speaker, I desire to be recognized 
in my own time for ten minutes. 
Mr. GROUT. Very well; I have not yielded the floor. If the 
gentleman desires time, I will give it to him; but I do not pro- 
jose to yield the floor. If I yield the floor I lose control of the 


ill. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I desire ten minutes, and 
I understand that the gentleman from Vermont has yielded me 
hat time. 
: Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I submit that the time in this 
discussion ought not to be controlled ey one side, and 
that some agreement on that subject ought to bearrived at. The 
gentleman in favor of the bill assumes to control all the time. 

Mr. GROUT. Oh, gentlemen need not raise that question at 
all; they will have as much time as they want. There is not the 
least disposition to suppress discussion. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point of 


order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. As I understand it, there has been 
no previous question ordered, nor any limitation placed upon the 
debate upon this bill? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is correct. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. Then the gentleman from Vermont 
has no more control of the time than any other gentleman upon 


this floor. 
During his hour he has control 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
of the time. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. But when he sits down his hour ends. 

Mr. GROUT. Oh, no. Iam willing to yield to the gentleman 
from Illinois ten minutes. Mr. Speaker, 1 hope there will be no 
fecling about this matter, because there is not the slightest dis- 
position on our side to prevent the discussion of this b Weare 
perfectly willing to give a all the time they want. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. r. 8 er—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. the gentleman from Ver- 
mont yield to the tleman from Illinois? 

Mr. GROUT. “will first ask the gentleman from I[linois 
whether he intends to support or to oppose the bill. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois, I intend to oppose it. 

Mr. GROUT. Well, Mr. Speaker, since gentlemen want some 
division of the time and are desirous of controlling the time in 
opposition to the bill, let us try to reach an agreement about it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. That is what I proposed a while ago, but 
the gentleman seemed not to understand me. 

Mr. GROUT (to Mr. WittiaMs). There was so much confu- 
sion I did not understand you. _How much time do you want? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Isuppose an hour on each side. 

Mr. GROUT. Taking out of your hour the time that you have 
used, and out of mine the time I used? 

_Mr. WILLIAMS. Taking the time that I have used out of the 
time on our side, and taking the time that you have used out of 
the time in favor of the bill. 

Mr. GROUT. Does the Chair understand the proposition of 
the gentleman from Mississippi? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair does not understand 
that there has yet been any proposition made. 

Mr. GROUT. The gentleman’s proposition is that there shall 
be an hour allowed in favor of the bill, which I am to control, 
and an hour in opposition to the bill, to be controlled by the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi. 

The SPEAKER protempore. Two hours in addition to the time 
that has already been consumed? 

Mr. GROUT. No; two hours in all, the time the gentleman 
from Mississippi has occupied to be deducted from his hour, and 
the time I have ——_ to be taken out of my hour. 

Mr. BOATNER. y [ask how much time the gentleman from 
Mississippi occupied? 

The SPE pro tempore. The Chair is informed that the 
gentleman from Mississippi occupied fifteen minutes. 

Mr. GROUT. How much time did I occupy, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
occupied twenty minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Now, Mr. Speaker, I yield twenty minutes 
to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cooke]. 

Mr. GROUT. Wait until we get an arrangement. Will the 
Chair take the sense of the House on the proposition? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Unanimousconsent is asked that 
debate on this bill be limited to two hours, to be equally divided 
between those who favor and those who oppose the bill, the time 
already occupied being deducted from the two hours, Those in 
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favor of the bill have occupied twenty minutes and those opposed 
nm minutes. 
_Mr. STEELE. And at the end of the time the previous ques- 
tion is to be considered as ordered? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is understood. 

Mr. McCEWAN. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. 
in order at this time to present an amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. During general debate any gen- 
tleman who has the floor will have an opportunity to present any 
amendment he may desire. 

Mr. McEWAN. Perhaps this amendment will be accepted by 
the gentleman in charge of the bill. 

Mr. GROUT. * It is further suggested to me, Mr. Speaker, and 
I suggest to the gentleman on the other side, that as the attend- 
ance in the House may not be very full toward the hour of adjourn- 
ment to-day, we take the vote on the bill and such amendments 
as may be adopted to-morrow morning, after the reading of the 
Journal. 

Several MemBeErRS. That is right. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not know about that. As far asI am 
personally concerned, I have no objection, but I have no authority 
to make any agreement of that kind. 

a GROUT. No; but I ask the gentleman to help get an agree- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair desires now to have 
an understanding with regard to amendments. Inquiry has been 
made as to whether amendments will be in order. There is one 
committee amendment now pending, and if, as the Chair under- 
stands, the previous question is to be considered as ordered at the 
close of the debate, there will be no opportunity after that to offer 
other amendments. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not understand that to be the agree- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Then the Chair will say to gen- 
tlemen that there must be some definite agreement upon that 


Is it 


point. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I propose that we have all the 
amendments submitted to-day, and that the bill and amendments 
be voted —— to-morrow morning, after the reading of the Journal. 

Mr. TAWNEY. The gentleman means that the vote shall be 
taken on the amendments then pending. 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. And amendments may be introduced any 
time ee 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state to the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi that only one amendment to the bill can 
be pending at a time unless by general consent. 

r. WILLIAMS. Twocan be pending; one amendment and 
one substitute. 

The SPEAKER protempore. Now, will the gentleman from 
Vermont state the proposition that he desires to have submitted 
to the House? 

Mr. GROUT. The proposition as to amendments is, that the 
bill be open to amendment under the rule during the discussion 
this afternoon, that all amendments shall be offered this after- 
noon, and that to-morrow, after the reading of the Journal, the 
House shall proceed to vote upon the bill and amendments. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
asks unanimous consent that debate on this bill be limited to two 
hours, including the time already occupied by those who favor 
and oppose the bill; that at the close of the debate the previous 

uestion shall be considered as ordered; that a vote be taken on 

e bill and such amendments as may be pending immediately 
after the reading of the Journal to-morrow; that pending the gen- 
eral debate any member shall have the privilege of offering an 
amendment, and that the sime shall be considered after the close 
of the debate when the bill is taken up to be voted on to-morrow. 
Is there objection? 

Mr. McEWAN. For the purpose of understanding the matter 
thoroughly, I object. If this arrangement be made, would I be 
at liberty at any time during the debate to offer an amendment? 

A MemsBer. That is a part of the agreement. 

Mr. GROUT. If the gentleman had listened to the statement 
of the Chair I think he could not have misunderstood it. The 
object of the proposition is to offer an opportunity for amend- 
ments to the bill this afternoon, all proper amendments under the 
rules. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The amendments to be offered under the rule, 
as I understand. 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is, there may be pending at one time an 
amendment, an amendment to the amendment, a substitute, and 
an amendment to the substitute. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the arrange- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Vermont? 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. I object. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objection is made, 

Mr. GROUT. Objection is made, as I understand, to taking the 
vote to-morrow morning. I ask the Chair to submit the request 
for unanimous consent to close the debate at the time indicated. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. My objection is to the whole propo- 
sition. Let the bill take its regular course. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. the gentleman from Ver- 
mont yield the floor? 

Mr. GROUT. Idonot. Unless there can be some understand- 
ing with reference to this matter, we will proceed until the hour 
is up, and then vote on the bill. Weare perfectly willing to make 
any fair arrangement; but unlesssome agreement can be reached, 
we will try and get along without it. 

Mr. TERRY. Go ahead, and see what you can do. 

Mr. GROUT. Allright. Let it be understood we are ready 
now to make any fair agreement. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not understand that the gentleman 
from Vermont has the control of the time of the House or can do 
anything except to move the previous question whenever he has 
tlie floor to do so. 

Mr. GROUT. And thatI shall do atthe endof the hour unless 
an agreement is made. I so notify a. 

A Memper. You can not do soi u give up the floor. 

Mr. GROUT. Ofcourse not. I shall do so within my hour. 

Mr. BOATNER. Will not the gentleman yield a on of his 
time to some of us who would like to discuss the option feature of 
this bill? I should like to have ten or fifteen minutes. 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. I will yield first to the gentleman 
from Illinois | Mr. CooKkE], because I have agreed to do so. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I agree with the gentile- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. WILLIAMs], that if we pass this bill we 
shall be entering upon such changes in legislation as will be very 
sweeping and far-reaching in their character. Itis true, as stated 
in the report of the committee, that the Supreme Court of the 
United States has laid down arule applying to articles of the 
character here in question where they enter into interstate com- 
merce. The Supreme Court, as stated in the report of this commit- 
tee, decided, in the case of Leisy vs. Hardin, known as the “ orig- 
inal-package” decision, that where any article of commerce is 
manufactured in one State and transported into another State and 
pert on the market the sale of such article of commerce should 

»e protected to the extent of one transfer while the goods remained 
in the original package, and until they became part of the com- 
mnercial products of the State into which they were shipped. 

Now, the object of this bill, as I understand it, is to do away 
with the effect of that decision by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, so as to place oleomargarine in the category of articles 
which may be prohibited from manufacture by the laws of the 
several States, and so that they can not be shipped from one State 
into another and there sold in original packages, which was rec- 
ognized to be the right of shippers under the Constitution of the 
United States by the decision from which I have quoted and 
which is referred to in the report. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not think it necessary to amplify the remarks 
made by the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. WuLLIaMs] to show 
that this bill in its effect and tenor proposes to leave to the States 
the entire power to regulate the manufacture and sale of oleo- 
raargarine, butterine, and these other articles which are made in 
imitation of butter. In other words, it seems to be clear that this 
bill contemplates putting it in the power of the States, for the first 
time, to so regulate or prohibit the mannfacture or sale, or the 
receipt into the States, of oleomargarine, etc., as to make * very 
great change in the law. 

Now, I submit that I am willing to go as far as any other mem- 
ber on this floor in the strict ion of the manufacture and 
sale of cleomargarine and butterine and other imitations of dairy 
products. I am w.lling to go as far as any other member here in 
the regulation of the sale, so that a purchaser shall be able to 
determine what he is buying, and that none shall be deceived by 
teeing articles for real butter which are only imitations. 

jut such legislation as that ought to be by a general law of the 
United States. I submit to the House that we ought not to per- 
nuit the matter to be regulated by the several States according to 
the shifting and varying views that may there obtain. 

Now, the United States statutes on the subject regulate the 
manner of the manufacture, exposure, and sale of these various 
articles. That law is now in force, and if we pass this bill we will 
entirely change that regulation, and thereby set aside the general 
statutes of the United States, which are of universal operation 
and effect throughout the entire Union. I refer, sir, to the act 
known as the “Act defining butter, and also imposing a tax upon 
and regulating the man ure, sale, importation, exportation, 
etc., of oleomargarine,” which became a law on August 2, 1886, 
aad is printed on page 209 of the Revised Statutes. That isa 
very long act, and it contains minute provisions regulating the 
manufacture, as well as the exposure and sale, in the various 


States of the Union of all the articles to which the 
refers. Among other sections is the sixth section, which provide: 
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The act so in force thus complies with the decision of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States on the particular point referred 
to by the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout], as to original 
pee and I will not take the time of the House to read the 
awinfull. ButI say that that section 6, together with the 
preceding sections and o sections following, covering in all 
about four pages of the Re Statutes, forms a complete regula- 
tion of the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine and butterine 
in all of the States of the Union. If we pass this bill reported 
from the committee by the gentleman from Vermont, we will, in 
effect, abrogate and nullify, set aside, and in toto the en- 
tire law of 1886, to which I have referred, and be authorizing 
‘the substitution for it of new laws, different in all of the States 
of the Union. In other words, I hold that it should be by a law of 
the United States and not by the acts of the particular States that 
we should regulate a subject of this kind, involving, as it neces- 
sarily does, articles of interstate commerce. This is upon the 
principle, sir, that there is nothing inherent in the character of 
these products which places them in the ca of distilled spir- 
its or intoxicating liquors of any kind, or les properly within 
the police power of the States; that thereis wrong in their 
manufacture or sale, nothing deleterious or pernicious in their uso 
by a and that all we need to do is to regulate the manu- 
facture and sale so that the purchaser may not be deceived. 
Now, an attempt has been made 
which I have referred, to so te and so determine the manu- 
facture and sale of oleo’ e, imitation butter, and so on, as 
to prevent deception; and if the law is not sufficiently stringent, 
if it does not go far enough, if it is not o ve in direction 
contemplated, I should favor amending it, but not in this ques- 
tionable method. I refer to its questionable in the sense of 
its being an unwise system of | , whereby we would per- 
mit the entire interstate commerce of the country, in articles of 
this sort, to be regulated by separate Stateenactments. We shall 
enter = new and untried legislation when we 
Mr. TUCKER. Will the gentleman yield to me for an inquiry? 
Mr. COOKE of Illinois. y: 
Mr. TUCKER. If I understand the gentleman’s argument, 
and I listened somewhat carefully to it, it is an objection to this 
specific bill rather than to a eral bill in reference to this class 
of business. I desire to the tleman whether he would 
agree to an amendment to the bill g out in line 3 the words 
“that all articles known as ol butterine, imitation 
butter, or imitation cheese,” and so on, down to and including 
the word “cream,” in line 6, so that it will read: “That all arti- 
cles transported into any State or Territory, or remaining therein 
for use, consumption, sale, or storage th , and so on, shall be 
subject to = operation and effect of the laws of such State or 
Territo ” 
Mr. KE of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent to reply to 
the gentleman for a moment. 
Mr. GROUT. Lyield the gentleman a minute for that purpose. 
would not consent to the eee 


not more 


, by the Revised Statutes to 


Mr. COOKE of Lilinois. 
made by the gentleman from Vir, for the reason that it would 
still leave the subject open to all these objections which I have 
mentioned, and because we ought to have the subject regulated 
by general law and not by the particular laws of the several States, 
which this act will allow. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman answer 
a question? 

. COOKE of Illinois. Iwill gladly do so, if I may be allowed 


the time. 
Mr. GROUT. I will es to the tleman another minute. 


Mr. BAKER of New pshire. ill the nine int out 
the provision of the statute of 1886 which would be nullified or in 


any way repealed by the enactment of the bill? 

Mr. GOO of Iilinois. Yes; I will do so, Mr. Speaker. Every 
section of that act, from the begi to the end, would be changed 
in every State of the Union, to the views pertaining in 
those States. 





Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Only as they relate to oleo- 
margarine or butterine within that specified State. 
COOKE of Illinois. I think so; yes. 












Mr. of i 
of a State to their own affairs own way. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Yes; permitting them to do so on this 
subject, i of ha Congress make the , as is 
done by the act of 1886. 






Mr. Ce ae eS ee ee 
have suggested gentleman sa + 80 
dnt all articles transported into any State shall be subject to the 


same regulations? 
Mr. GROUT. I have not had time to look inten ile prepeatiien, 
we take care 


and I need not, for it is entirely aside from the 
pill. It is too much of a load, anyway. I-think 

of imitation butter—if we deal with that in this bill—we shall 
do well. 


Mr. TUCKER. My friend will find that it will relieve the load 


tas he eo Tr ctedeks the Qunibdtien sneguti cody be 

Mr. . DP n may be a 
good one, but it will be out of place in this bill. 

Mr. BOATNER. Idsk the gentleman to yield to me ten min- 

tes. 
- Mr. GROUT. Ican not yield the gentleman ten minutes. I 
have not sufficient time. 

Mr. BOATNER. Then yield to me five minutes. 

Mr. GROUT. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Louisiana. 

Mr. BOATNER. Mr. Speaker, I have never obtained my own 
forgiveness for having been seduced into voting for a bill of a 
similar character, introduced here a few yearsago under the pre- 
tense that it was in execution of the doctrine that every State 


should be permitted to manage its own affairs in its own way. It 
seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that the limits of jurisdiction defined 






































in the Constitution should be preserved and , and that 
the Federal Government should not delegate any 
of its authority to the States, any more it should trench upon 


the jurisdiction of the States. Now, sir, it is perf est 
that unless the subject-matter of this bill fall under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Federal Government under that clause of the Consti- 
tution which declares that Congress shall regulate commerce 
between the States, the. passage of the bill would be entirely 
unnecessary. Unless on pecperty has jurisdiction of the 
question, why, the State ; he State jurisdiction, it 
requires no enabling act from us to permit it to exercise it. If 
the State has no jurisdiction, we can not give it jurisdiction with- 
out taking away a part of the jurisdiction which properly belongs 


"New, Sie eee It by the wisdom of th 

Now, Mr. , as the years ro e om at 
vision of the Constitution which directs that al 
late commerce between the becomes more manifest. e 


framers of that instrument put that provision there to provide 
against the jealousies and rivalries and the local influences and the 
tyrannies of, local majorities over minorities, which were going to 
arise in the development of this great Government. Hence, sir, I 
say that this Congress ought not to abrogate any part of the 

diction given to it by the Constitution, and it o not to 

upon any State the power to exercise the j which it 
itself should exercise. Why, sir, this bill might be entitled “A 
bill to authorize the several States of the Union to nullify the law 
_ engem upon the question of oleomargarine and counterfeit 

jer.” 

Mr. BARHAM. Is not that just what it does? 

Mr. BOATNER. We have a statute here which was intended 
to meet the very difficulties and grievances of which the e- 
man from Vermont complains. It was argued that the ers of 
oleomargarine were palming it off on the public as genuine but- 
ter, carrying on practically a fraudulent trade. After careful 
consideration a statute was enacted, putting the manufacture of 
this commodity under the direction of an officer of the Govern- 
ment, providing that it should be put upon the market in certain 
Ways, and after stamps had been put it, and that it 


sbould be sold upon its merits. Now, here comes a 
bill deel that any State may prohibit or authorize the sale of 
this co ty, not in accordance with 


the provisions of the act 
of Congress, but in accordance with such ietute as the people 
of that State may see fit to enact; and the very moment any State 
in the Union sees fit to enact a law upon this question, that 
moment the act of Congress which we have becomes s - 
seded and suspended in its effect, and the State law comes into 


Now, Mr. Speaker, I think we violate one of the fundamental 
Principles of constitutional law 


we take away from Con- 
gress any power or jurisdiction vested in it by the Federal Consti- 
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tution, as much, sir, as when we undertake to trench upon the 
authority of the State. 

No one questions the right of the State governments, in the ex- 
ercise of the police power conferred on them by the Constitution, 
to te the sale of anything which may be deleterious to the 
- health, which may be injurious or which may constitute a 

udulent business, and such a statute does not trench upon the 
authority of Congress to regulate commerce between the States; 
but er, under the pretense of exercising police power, the 
legislature of a State crosses the line and does interfere with the 
regulations of commerce between the States, that moment a Fed- 
eral question arises, which can be determined by the Federal 
courts, and the ‘statute of the States is set aside and annulled in 
so far as it trenches upon Federal authority. 

For the reasons which I have given, I earnestly oppose not only 
this bill, but any bill of this character which interferes with the 
even operation of the laws under the Constitution of the United 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, how much time have I left? 

The SPEAKER protempore. The gentleman nine minutes 


Mr. GROUT. I to the from Virginia [Mr. 
yield gentleman ginia [ 


Mr. TUCKER. I move to amend this bill by striking out, in 
line 8, after the word “article,” all down to line 6, including the 
word “cream;” so that it will read: 
intoany State or Territo: 
or 


Beit etc., That all articles transported 
or remaining therein for so, consumption, ls, therein, sha’ 
upon within the limits of such or Territory, be subject to the 
operation and effect of the laws of such State, etc. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I raise a point of order inst the 
gentleman’s amendment. I did not - for an amendment. I 

the was going to submit some remarks. I 
said to him some time ago in open House that I did not feel like 
admitting that amendment; that we had enough to do to take care 
of the bill as it is. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The Chair sustains the objection. 
The Chair thinks * the yielding of five minutes to the gentle- 
man for discussion would not authorize him to offer an amend- 
ment in that time. 

Mr. TUCKER. Of course,I 


do not desire to take advantage of 
my friend’s courtesy. If I have a right under the rules of the 
House, and with for that courtesy which is due 
from one member of the House to another, I desire to offer the 
amendment. If I have not the right, well and good. Iam sure, 
however, that the proposition which I lay down by the amend- 
ment must commend itself to my friend from Vermont as substan- 
tial and correct. Why single out the article of oleomargarine, 
when the principle applies to all articles? My friend from Loui- 
siana [Mr. BOATNER id Congress has undoubtedly, 
under the Constitution, the power to regulate commerce with for- 
eign nations, among the several States, and with the Indian tribes, 
but that provision comes in conflict with another article of the 
Constitution, which my friend from Vermont invokes in this bill, 
namely, Article IV, section 2, which provides that the citizens of 
each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of 
citizens of the several States. No more, no less; all. That is, 
that the citizen of each State has the right to do business in a for- 
eign State. and to do that business under the same conditions that 
the citizen of the State does the business under. A man comes 
down from the city of Baltimore to the State of Virginia to do 
business as a merchant. Under the decisions of the Supreme 
Court by my friend that man has the right, under the 
interstate-commerce clause, to go there and do business as a mer- 
chant without ing the State tax; whereas the citizen of Vir- 
ia is eunpalied to7 pay the State tax under the State law., I say 
the true policy is that no man should be permitted to enter a 
State to do business in that State except in accordance with the 
laws of the State. 
Mr. COOKE of [linois. 
Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Suppose that the law of that State 
comes in conflict with some provision of the Constitution of the ; 
} ome States, as construed by the Supreme Court of the United , 
tates? 
Mr. TUCKER. Then it must give way, and, for the very rea- 
son that it must yield to the decision of the Supreme Court, Con- 
gress is here, in the person of my friend from Vermont, trying to 
get rid of that difficulty. 
Mr. COOPER of Florida (to Mr. Tucker). That is, you pro- 
pose to do m whole what my friend from Vermont = Gover) 
to do in part—repeal the Constitution of the Unite 
by giving each State the power to interfere with interstate 


commerce. 
Mr. COOKE of Illinois. That is precisely what heis proposing, 
is it not? 



























Will the gentleman permit a question? 
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Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir. 

{ propose to do exactly what my amendment states. As I have 
said, it seems to me that there ought to be no principle better fixed 
and settled than that the people of each State know better than 
anybody else what is best for them, and when a stranger comes by 
courtesy to do business in a particular State, surely he ought not 
to claim that he is entitled to greater advantages from the State 
than its own citizens enjoy. 

Mr. BOATNER. Does the gentleman mean to say that a man 
coming into a State to do business ought to be put on a par with 
the citizens of the State in which he pro to do business, or 
does he mean that each State ought to have the right to regulate 
its own affairs, allowing or refusing importations of goods from 
other States according as its laws may prescribe? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman from 
Virginia has expired. 

Mr. TUCKER. A parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker. I de- 
sire to know if it is in order to offer the amendment which I have 
suggested? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair rules that it is not. 

Mr. TUCKER. ThenI desireto know whether, under the ruling 
of the Chair and the understanding which was arrived at, I be- 
lieve, when I was not present, it will be in order to offer theamend- 
_— at any time between now and the taking of the vote on the 

ill? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia that objection was made to the proposed 
arrangement, and that the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout 
has the floor, with the understanding that beforethe expiration o 
his hour he will demand the — question. Thatis the par- 
liamentary situation of the bill. 

Mr. GROUT. How much time have I left, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER protempore. The gentleman has four minutes 
remaining. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. GROUT. I do not yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. CANNON. I want to get accommodation for a little time, 
by unanimous consent, to represent my constituents, if I can. 

Mr. GROUT. Very well; I am willing to have an arrangement 
made after I have asked the previous question. 

Mr. CANNON. That cuts off discussion. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I call for the previous question, 
without further remarks. Let me say, while I call for the pre- 
vious question now. I am still willing to make any arrangement as 
to time that is fair and reasonable. The other side have occupied 
all but twenty minutes of the hour. 

Mr. WILL S. A point of order. 

Mr. GROUT. You can have all the time you want to discuss 
the bill. 

Mr. CANNON. I ask unanimous consent for an extension of 
the time for thirty minutes, to be divided half and half, for dis- 
cussion; and that will leave the gentleman in full possession of 
the bill, and he will still be able to call for the previous question 
at the expiration of that time. 

Mr. GROUT. I will agree to that after I call the previous 
question. 

Mr. TUCKER. I hope the gentleman, in that connection, will 
accept my amendment. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. em I demand the previous question. 

Mr. CANNON. I ask unanimous consent that the time ma 
be extended thirty minutes before the previous question is ordered. 

Mr. GROUT. A parliamentary inquiry. If my time expires 
before the Chair states my call for the previous question, will I 
still be recognized to make that call? 

The SPEAKER _ tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
has already demanded the previous question within hishour. The 

Chair holds that if, by unanimous consent, the time for debate 
is extended, pending this, for thirty minutes, the rights of the 
gentleman from Vermont will be the same as they are in force 
now. 

Mr. GROUT. How, if refused? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If refused, then the vote will be 
on ag the previous question. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. But, Mr. Speaker, he can not yield to the 
gentleman thirty minutes—— 

Mr. CANNON. lIask unanimous consent to extend the time 
thirty minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. How is the time to be controlled in the 
thirty minutes? 

Mr. CANNON. I suppose half and half. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pending the motion of the - 
tleman from Vermont, that the previous question be inion 
the amendment, and to the engrossment, third reading, and pas- 
sage of the bill, the gentleman from [linois asks unanimous con- 
sent that the time for debate be extended thirty minutes, to be 
equally divided between the friends and the opponents of the bill, 


and that at the expiration of that time the vote be taken on the 
motion of the gentleman from-Vermont. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Before that is submitted to the House, Mr, 
Speaker, under whose control is the time to be? 

The SPEAKER = tempore. The Chair would recognize the 
gentleman from Dlinois to occupy the time in tion to the 
bill and the gentleman from Vermont to control the time in favor 
of the bill. 

Mr. TRACEY. A parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, I want to ask a question. 

Mr. TRACEY. I want to make this parliamentary inquiry: 
Will there be any opportunity to offer an amendment to the bill 
during that time? ‘ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not under existing conditions. 

ig NON. If the previous question is v down, there 
w . 

Mr. TRACEY. Then let us vote it down. 

Mr. CANNON. Let us have a discussion for thirty minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Illinois? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I want to submit a parliamentary inquiry, 
and I will be excused for making it, because I am not as and 
experienced as many other gentlemen around me. The gentleman 
from New York f r. WADSWORTH], chairman of the ittee 
on iculture, in control of this bill, yielded to the gentleman 
from Vermont. Does he yield for an hour, or does he yield the 
control of the bill to him? 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I yielded the control of the bill to the 
gentleman from Vermont. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. There are other members of the Committee 
on Agriculture, one of whom I am, who desire to debate this bill. 

Mr. STEELE. I call for the regular order. 

‘ = eae ON. Ihope that my friend from Indiana will not 

o that. 

Mr. STEELE. I will yield for the purpose of discussion, but 
"The SPEAKER pro tom Is there objection to the 

e ro tempore. there o request 
of the gentleman Som Tiinois for an extension cf the time of 
debate as stated by the Chair? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Provided that the previous question is not 
—. with it, I will not object. 

_ Mr. CANNON. It leaves the previous question just where it 
is now. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. If it is the understanding that the demand 
for the previous question is not coupled with the request, then I 
will not. object. it is, I object. 

The SPEAKER pro a The Chair has stated the request. 

Mr. DOCKERY. A par ee inquiry—— 

Mr. WILLIAMS. it has coupled with it, according to the 
statement of the gentleman from Vermont—— 

. DOCKER joeeenne- In the event the timeis extended, 
one-half to be controlled by the gentleman Illinois, will he 
have the right in his fifteen minutes to offer any amendments? 

The SPEAKER tempore. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Understanding, Mr. Speaker, that the de- 
mand for the previous question goes with the request for the ex- 
tension, I object. Now, if the gentleman from will put 
his request in his own way I not object. 

Mr. CANNON. My request is that the time for discussion be 
extended thirty minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. To that I do not object. 

Mr. CANNON. Then at the end of the thirty minutes the 
previous question will be voted upon. 

The SP. R pro tempore. there objection? 

The SPEAKER pro Objection is made. 

e pro tempore. j 

Mr. CANNON. I wish you would not do that. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
has demanded the previous question—— Nd 
‘ Mr. CANNON. I hope the previous question will be voted 

own. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gutters from Vermont 
has asked for the previous question on and to the 


e ent, reading, and final passage of the 

‘The question was taken on orde the previous question, and 
a pro tempore that the noes seemed to 

ve it. 

Mr. GROUT. I call for a division. 

The queries being taken, there were—ayes 62, noes 66. 

Mr. GROUT. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Grout and Mr. CANNON were 
appointed. 

Mr. CANNON. I hope the Chair will appoint some one in my 
stead, 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair appoints the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Cooke] to act as teller in place of the 
gentleman from Dlinois [Mr. Cannon]. 

The Houseagain divided; and the tellers reported—ayes72, noes 70. 

Mr. WILL S. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The point is made that no quorum 

as voted. 

, Mr. WILLIAMS. I withdraw that point, and I call for the yeas 

d nays. 

“Mr. GROUT. Ihopethe yeas and nays will be ordered. Let 

s all rise. 

F The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 90, nays 100, not 

voting 165; as follows: 
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So the House refused to order the previous question. 

Mr. GROUT (before the result was announced) changed his 
vote from ‘‘aye” to ‘‘no.” 

The following pairs were announced: 

Until further notice: 

Mr. Kup with Mr. Hutcueson. 

Mr. Cousins with Mr. Cowen. 

Mr. Crump with Mr. Mappox. 

Mr. HaNLy with Mr. Moses. 

Mr. Hemenway with Mr. Miner of New York. 

Mr. WoomeER with Mr. SHaw. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. Sora. 

Mr. Watson of Indiana with Mr. Meyer. 

Mr. Hirt with Mr. McRag. 

Mr. TRACEWELL with Mr. RussE.L of Georgia. 

For this day: 

Mr. Brosivus with Mr. CocKRELL. 

Mr. Bowers with Mr. KENDALL. 

Mr. Wooparp with Mr. SKINNER. 

Mr. LEISENRING with Mr. Srrair. 

LOUDENSLAGER with Mr. TALBERT. 

Hp.ine with Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi. 
Henry of Indiana with Mr. Strowp of North Carolina, 
GROSVENOR with Mr. McCreary of Kentucky. 
. McCat of Massachusetts with Mr. Harr. 
STEwartT of New Jersey with Mr. ELLErt. 
PICKLER with Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, 
Mr. McCatu of Tennessee with Mr. McLAURIN, 
Mr. BINGHAM with Mr. Swanson, 

Mr. SNOVER with Mr. SPENCER. 

. REYBURN with Mr. McMILLin. 

Mr. McC.Lure with Mr. MEREDITH. 

Mr. AITKEN with Mr. Coss. 

Mr. Hater of Nebraska with Mr. LESTER. 
HARMER with Mr. Lawson. 

. Cook of Wisconsin with Mr. HALL, 

. MILLIKEN with Mr. BELL of Texas. 

. SULLOWAY with Mr. SPARKMAN, 

. SIMPKINS with Mr. OwENns. 

. LEFEVER with Mr. SuLZER. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

Mr. GROUT. I move to reconsider the vote just taken, and 
pending that—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout] 
moves to reconsider the vote by which the House refused to order 
the previous question. 

Mr.;WILLIAMS. I move that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on thé table. 

Mr. GROUT. I move that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont moves that the 
House adjourn. The Chair will state thatif the House should now 
oe the right to lay on the table the motion to reconsider will 
still remain. 

The question being taken on the motion to adjourn, there were 
on a division (called for by Mr. WILLIAMS)—ayes 116, noes 17. 

So the motion to adjourn was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 


FREER 


F 


PREREE 


Before the result of the vote on the motion to adjourn was an- 
nounced, 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 


YEAS—9. 
Acheson, Evans, Leonard, palding 
idrich,T.H. Fairchild, Linton, : 
— = a 
er, Md. ‘00 
baker, N. EL Gamble, Miller Weve Btommrt We 
Barney, Gardner, Stone, C. W. 
Bennett, Gillet, N.Y. Minor, Wis. —— Nebr. 
Bishop, r, : Mitchell, trong, 
Blue, terman, Mondell, Taft, 
Broderick, Harris, . Morse, Tawney, 
Bromwell, Heatwole, Murray, Tayler, 
porrell, os Henry, Conn. Northway, Upaewes 
urton, 0 Hicks, x 
Chickering, Hiil, erstreet, yea Yoorhis, 
Clark, lowa Borick, yne, adsworth, 
Codding. Huli rkins, Wanger, 
Cooper, Wis. ull, : ips, Warner. 
Sootin ton Fouking, ~ willis 
urtis, lowa ‘oole, 
cere io Fo Johnson, N. Dak. Woon” 
anford, Kiefer, Scran 
Daniels, Lace Sanith Mich. 
Dolliver, Leighty, Southwick, 
NAYS—100. 
Abbott, r, Tex. Knox, Sartoon, 
Allen, Utah Cor yle, Se 
Anderson, Cox, Latimer, Sayers, 
Arnold, R.L Layton, th, 
Atwood, Crowley, Pinney, ith, i 
Avery, Culberson, ttle, 
Bailey, Cummings, 
er, Kans. De Armond, a, 
nkhead, Dinsmore, arsh, tone, W. A. 
Barrett, po’ 7 te, 
rtlett, Ga. ; McClellan, Terry, 
lknap, McDearmon, Towne, 
Bell, Colo. Fi d, McEwan, nrecey. 
TTY, Foss, Mercer, oar, 
lack, ibson, Money, Tucker, 
tner, rout, ozley, r, Ga. 
Burt M el” — 
rton, Mo. er, 
Cannon, Hondviek, m, Van Horn, 
Catchings, Hopkins, ry Walker, Va. 
Clardy, Howard, Pendleton, 
Clarke, Ala. Jones, Price, White, 
Connolly, Kem, Quigs, Williams, 
Cooke, Ill. Kirkpatrick, ey, Wood, 
Cooper, Fla. Kleberg, * \ Reeves, Yoakum. 
NOT VOTING—16. 
Adams, Faris, Lefever, Rinaker, 
Aitken, Fenton, Leisenring, Robinson, Pa. 
oc? fe ele 
ric owler Ww usk, 
Allen, Miss. Gillett, Mass. Tong. Russell, Conn, 
Andrews, Goodwyn, er, Russell, Ga. 
Apsley, raff, Loud, Sauerhering, 
Arnold, Pa. riffin, denslager, Rettle, 
——, riswold, Ww. hannon, 
Barthol \ Tosvenor, dox, w, 
Bartlett, N. ¥. row, be e 
zach strobe, Yo am 
, 40x er, Ne 
Pingham, eCall, Tenn. Skinner, 
utelle, Haniy, eClure, Snover, 
ae etormlet 
Brewster, r, eGreary. ity S 
rosius, eOull 8 ncer, 
own, cLaurin, le, 
mm, r, Pa. eMillin, Stewart, N. J. 
Buck, emenway, cRae Strait, 
Calderhead, H eiklejohn, Strowd, N.O. 
Clark, Mo. Henry, Ind. tered th, Sulloway, 
bb, ara, eyer, Sulzer, 
Cockrell, Miles, Swanson, 
offin, Hilborn, Miller, Kans. bert, 
Colson Hi Millike orp, 
Cook, Wis. H ‘ Miner, N. Y Tracewe 
Cousins, Howell, Moody, Walker, us 
te = Hebi Moses, Watson, in 
uff, ewlands, ‘atson, 
Ourtis, N. ¥ HT — eeler, 
zell, urley, ell, Wilber, 
Dayton, u ons, Wilson, Idaho 
° Wie H d ‘ ker, N Y. 
e Witt, J 5 tterson, Wilson, Ohio 
oti als, Johnson, Ind. Wilson, 

t Joy, Pickler, } 
vener, Kendall, Powers, Woodman. 
Fl Bere, ce, 

Encye, twee yhure, 


A bill (S. 2334) construing the acts of Congress in relation to 
the award of life-saving caatieine ' 

A bill (S. 1424) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to amend sec- 
tion 4178, Revised Statutes, in relation to marking of vessels’ 
names at bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the 
draft,” approved February 21, 1891; 

A bill ‘3. 1725) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and Gulf 
Railway Company to construct and maintain a bridge across Red 
River at the City of Alexandria, La.; and 

A bill (S. 206) to provide an American register for the steamer 
Kahului. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. DraPeR, for two days, on account of important business, 
To Mr. HowkLL, for five days, on account of sickness. 


REPRINTING OF A REPORT. 


On motion of Mr. MILLIKEN, by unanimous consent, a reprint 
was ordered of House Report No. 1021. 

The result of the vote on the motion to adjourn was then an- 
nounced; and accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 45 minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 
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REPORTS 





OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. PAYNE, from the Committee on the Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9734) 
to provide an neers: register for the bark EZ. C. Mowatt, of 
Philadelphia, Pa., e same without amendment, accom- 
panied by a re Z No. aoe which said bill and report were 
referred to the House , Calendar. 

Mr. CUMMINGS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the joint resolution of the House (H. Res. 223) 
relative to the medal of honor authorized by the acts of December 
21, 1861, and July 16, 1862, reported the same withoutamendment, 
accompanied by a report (No, 2504) in writing thereon; which 
said bill, amendment, and report were referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LACEY, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to which 
was referred the bill of the House (H.R. 9948) to amend subdi- 
vision 10 of section 2238, and to repeal subdivision 12 of section 
2238 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, 


anv0 
same without amendment, accompanied by a 
were referred to the 


which said biil and 
Mr. BRODERICK, from the Committee on the ; dae, oe 

which was referred the bill of the Senate (8.2037) entitled “An 
act to provide times and places for holding terms of United States 
courts in Utah,” reported the same with amendment, 

nied by a report (No. 2513); which said bill and report were 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. MOZLEY, from the Committee on Pensions: The bill 
(H. R. 9619) granting a pensionto Mirum C. Peck. (Repert No. 
2505. ) 

By Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

bill (H. R. 9689) for the relief of Daniel E. De Clute. 
(Report No. 2507.) 

The bill (H. R. 4929) granting a pension to Mary J. Secor. 
(Report No. _ ) 

The bill so 
{Report No. 2 509. ) 

The bill (i. R. 9943) granting a pension to Emma Francis. 
(Report No. 2510.) 

The bill (H. R.9942) granting a pension to George Francis. 

(Report No. oh 

By Mr. TRACEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs: 
The bill (H. R. 9666) to correct y eee the military record of 
John Long, late private, H, Thirty-first Regiment Mis- 
souri Volunteers. (Report No. 2512.) 


. 8204) granting a pension to Ellen Chariton. 





PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of ae following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. BERRY: A bill (H.R. 9962) for the erection of a public 
building at Carrollton, Ky.—to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

By Mr. BARRETT: A bill (H. B. 9963) granting thirty days’ 
leave of absence with pay to the employees of the Government 
Printing Office and the estes of Engraving and Printing—to 
the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. COCKRELL: ‘A bill (HL R. 9964 to ide for the pur- 
chase of a site and the erection of a thereon at 
Abilene, in the State of Texas—to the Peondeaced Build- 
ings and Grounds. 

By Mr. BARRETT: A bill (H. R. 9965) for the improvement of 
the United States Naval Hospital at Chelsea, Mass.—to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. BURTON of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 9966) to further 
define certain duties of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the same being supplementary to an act under the 
same caption approved October 1, 1890—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. HTLBORN: A bill (H. R. 9978) to authorize the pur- 


chase a the oP ea known as the Corcoran Art Gallery, in the 
city of Washington, D. C.—to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings 
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By Mr. 
the 


the District of Columbia. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9975) to amend an act approved March 2, 1895, 
entitled ‘ ‘An act for the removal of snow and ice from the side- 


BABCOCK: A bill (H. R. 9974) to define the duties of 
of the District of Columbia—to the Committee on 


cross walks, and gutters in the cities of W and 

Coe: etc.—to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9976) aoe the ao epee 

ors of the health amd other of the um- 


bia—to the Committee on the of oe ang 

By Mr. CLARKE of Alabama: A joint resolution (H. Res. ast) 
relative to the improvement of the waterway between 
ham, Ala., and the Black Warrior Siver40 ‘the Committee on 
Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. OTEY: A resolution (House Res. No. 488) Pe meer the 
Secretaries of War and Navy te furnish Senators and Representa- 
tives with of Rebellion Records, Army and Navy—to the 
Committee on Printing. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 
Under clanse 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 


were an as follows: 

By Mr. BARHAM: A bill (H. R. 9967) for the relief of Daley & 
Zoliner—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H, B. 9968) | ing a 
pension to Isabella Sacket—to the Committee on Inv: 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9969) to carrect the f= tag record of James 
Dutton—to the Committee on ex ‘es 

By Mr. HICKS: A bill (A. R 0) to remove c of 
desertion against James J. Fiuke—to the Committee on itary 
. 9971) for the relief of Miss 


Affairs. 
By Mr. WILLIAMS: A ent he = » - 

M. O. Chapman, postmaster a ding, unty, Miss.— 
was Gomi on Cains apr) qraaing » raion 
y_ Mr. (H. R. ) & pension 
Charles M. Layman—to the Committee on Pensions. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Under clamse 1 of Rule XXII, the followi tions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred ood et iow 
By Mr. ACHESON: Petition of Col. William P. T ler, of Wash- 
ington, Pa., for the preservation of the old frigate Constitution— 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


to the 
By Mr. BARRETT: Petition of C.S. Goddard & Sons, of Worces- 
ter, Mass.; alsoof A. F. Cox & Son, cesta aained (oS 


Prouty & Co., of Spencer, Mass., pro’ 
on hides—to the es = oe Fecotuat tian: 


dut 

Also, S neeee to acco ces ofthe Gow Mea i leave 
of absence with pay to the the Government ting 
Office and the “ga of Seniaving and Printing—to the Com- 
mittee on Printin 


By Mr. BREWSTER: Resolutions of E. G. Marshall Post, No. 


397, a of New York, Grand Army of the yof the Republic, in in 
favor of gramting belligerent rights to the Cubans— 
mittee on Affairs. 

By Mr. BRO : Petition of John Powell, of — County 
Tenn., praying that his war claim be referred to the Court of 
Claims BS Irowanen Aud 0 the Cumaninnanen WertGieees. 


By Mr. COOKE of Illinois: Resolutions of the John A. Logan 
Club, of , Il., relative to the recognition of the 
ence of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CURTIS of New York: Petition of Fred. W. Smith 
and 27 other citizens of Blue Mountain Lake, N. Y., favoring the 
rec of the independence of Cuba—to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DOLLIVER: Petition of the wee Christian Tem- 

rance 19, known oe the Piling bate Se Committee ca 

—to 


ill No. 6119, known as the Committee on 
Labor. 
Also, petition of the va Christian ce Union of 
Apes, Sa g passage of House bill No. 7441 and 
Senate bill No. sei or are suaveniben of gambling—to the the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary 


Also, of the Woman’s Christian rance Union of 
Algona, favoring the of House No. 3208, known 
> , and ill No. 1498—to the Committee 
on 


udiciary. 

By Mr. FLETCHER: Petition of Thomas Gibson and 248 other 
citizens and ex-Union soldiers of ae Minneapolis, a 
in favor of House bill No. 9209, 

— F Geena os Eel ers heer the itee 
on Invalid Pensions. 
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By Mr. MOODY: Petition of councils of Junior Order of Ameri- 
echanics 


can M of the State of the recogni- 
tion of the Cubans as belligerents in their liberty—to 
the Committee on F Affairs. ‘ 

By Mr. ——_ een ae re Sa, Oe See 

, represen! Lehigh Valley Railroad Company's 
Pe ilders Aesocalion: opposing the metric system—to the Com- 
mittee on Coi , Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. STRONG: resolutions and of profes- 
sors and students of the Ohio Normal Univ: . of Ada, Ohio; 


Reynolds Post, Grand Army of the Republic, of Bellefon- 
Lins, Ohio; Bigelow Council, No. 342, Junior Order United 
American of Richwood, Ohio, and 140 citizens of New 
Richland, Ohio, 


the passage of a resolution recogniz- 
ing the of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign 
By Mr. WOOD: Evidence in su of House bill No. 9959, to 
grant an honorable discharge to J. Goolman, of Com- 
pany I, Third Indiana Cavalry—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 
Also, petition of Charles M. Layman, of Company D, Forty- 
seventh Ohio National Guard, for pension—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 14, 1897. 


Pra the , Rev. W. H. Mrizvury, D. D. 
real SP TRE cnlcnniinage une sent ont eageovel 


CERTIFICATION OF EBECTORS. 

aon ‘Dena Secretary State, teemmnditing hes a 
cations from ° . in 

the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, of the 
final ascertainment of the electors for President and Vine Pendidone 
for the States of Californiaand Kansas; which were ordered to lie 
on the table. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT announced his signature to the follow- 
ing enrolled bills; ee ee 
ves 


of the House of : 

A bill (3. 1646) for certain requirements for vessels 

pelled by gas, fluid, tha, and electric motors; and 

A bill ( : en. and ratify the construction of a 
bridge across the River, between the States 
Texas, at a point above the town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said 
river, built by the Texarkana Northern Railway Company, but 
now owned and operated by the Texarkana and Fort Smith - 
way Company, and to authorize the latter company to maintain 
said bridge over said waterway, subject to certain stipulations 
and conditions. 

THOMAS POLLOCK. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of 


ives to the bill (S. 2176) granting a 
pension to Thomas 


ollock. 
The amendment of the House of Representatives was, in line 7, 
after the word “‘at,” to strike out the words “the rate of $20 per 
month” and en as the degree of his alleged 


bility uy entitle him 
Mr. SHOUP. I move that the Senate concur in the amendment 
of the House of tatives. 


The motion was agreed to. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a petition of eater ioe 
a the independ- 


coos of Oa Congress to recognize 
ence of Cuba; wistsh uae athecel to tio cn tha tabhe. 


Mr. BURROWS presented a petition of the Michigan State 
board of health, praying for eiasconee at the so-called Wright 
fore riding for = permanent census service; which was re- 
fe to the on the Census. 

He also presented a memorial of the State board of health of 
itichigan., rem the passage of Senate b‘ll No. 
1552, for the further of cruelty to animals in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; h was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. I ta ition of certain Ca- 
tawba Indians, pra that the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to inform them as to status of the tribal lands of the Catawba 
Indians formerly by that tribe in the Carolinas, and to 
Secure that may be due them as accruing from these 
the petition and ~ ecm he i ameaanie oan 
: a 
aoe accompan 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FRYE presented a memorial of the Boston Paper Trade 


Association, of Boston, Mass., remonstrating against the passage 
of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


. Mr. —e — ted a petition of the ‘ae Christian 
‘emperance Union na, lowa, praying for of 
the so-called : rs ‘ io —— er carnal oa unlawful 
of an un age of 18 years; which was 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman's Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Algona, lowa, praying for the of Senate 
bill No. 2846, to protect State antigambling laws from nullifica- 
tion “interstate gambli tel 


7 egraph, telephone, and 
otherwise, etc.; which was referred to the Committee on Interstate 
Commerce. 


Healso presented a memorial of Local Union, No. 4, International 
Brotherhood of Bookbinders, of Washington, D. C.,remonstrating 
against the enactment of legislation reducing the salaries of Gov- 


—— employees; which was referred to the Committee on 

He also ited the memorials of Thompson & Strong, publish- 
ers of the i-W Madisonian, of Winterset, Iowa; of S. M. & 
F. E. Stauffer, of the Sac Sun, of Sac City, Iowa; of 
Ly = Rudd, pu of the Enterprise, of Dow City, Iowa; of 


, publisher of the Boone Valley Gazette, of Eagle 
Grove, Iowa; of James M. Haskins, publisher of the Republican, 
of Sioux Rapids, Iowa; of J. B. Swin , publisher of the Earl- 
ville Phoenix, of Earlville, lowa; of Charles A. Joseph, publisher 
of the Farley Advertiser, of Farley, lowa; of L. Gonner, publisher 
of the Kathalischer Wester and Luxemburger Gazette, of Dubuque, 
Iowa; of Will M. Narvis, of the Six Journals Printing Company, 
of Muscatine, Iowa; of 8. R. Yager, publisher of the Courier, of 
Caimar, Iowa; of W. R. Mead, publisher of the Iowa Plain Dealer, 
of Cresco, Iowa; of Charles D. Brown & Co., publishers of the 
Chariton Herald, of Chariton, Iowa; of John J. Clark, publisher 
of the Daily and Weekly Times-Republican, of Bedford, lowa; of 
E. lor, publisher of the Negro Solicitor, of Oskaloosa, 
Iowa; of Ed. Madi publisher of the Star, of Clarksville, Iowa; 
of Dorcas Bros. , pu lishers of the Mechanicsville Press, of Mechan- 
iesville, lowa; of Oscar A. Hoffmann, publisher of the Sioux City 
Volksfreund, of Sioux City, Iowa; of rdman Cooley and Clar- 
ence Marsh, publishers of the Mail-Pre~s, of Strawberry Point, 
lowa; of C. O. Stout, publisher of the Jackson Journal, of Maquo- 
keta, Lowa; of Dyke & Odds, publishers of the Intelligencer, of 
Charles City, lowa; of E. M. Jenison, publisher of the Republican, 
wa, Iowa; of John Westley Geiger, publisher of the 
Freemason and the Fez, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; of George B. 
Boatman, publisher of the me of Ruthven, fowa; of J. W 
Kinie, publisher of the lowa Medical Journal, of Des Moines, Iowa; 
of E. E. Nichols, publisher of the Register, of Manilla, Iowa; of 
J. A. Digerness, publisher of the Chronicle, of Ellsworth, Iowa; 
of Snyder & Hurd, publishers of the Gazette, of Cedar Falls, lowa; 
of E. A. a isher of the Bulletin, of Perry, lowa; of 8S. W. 
Young, publi of the Herald, of Henderson, lowa; of John T. 
Thornton, publisher of the Sentinel, of Farragut, Iowa; of C. D. 
Baldwin, publisher of the Pioneer, of Cascade, lowa; of Duncombe 
Bros., ee of the Chronicle, of Fort Dodge, fowa; of B. T. 
Holst, publisher of the Boone County Teacher, of Boonesboro, 
Iowa; of O. A. Warwick, publisher of the Constitutional Demo- 
crat, of Keokuk, Iowa; of A. J. Kynett, publisher of the Chris- 
tianity in Earnest, of Philadelphia, Pa., of H.R. Gregory, publisher 
of the nes County In ent, of Iowa; of Dunlevy 
Bros., i of the Allamakee Journal, of [owa, and of 
Bros. & Cook, publishers of the Saturday Globe, the 
Iowa Helper, the Penn icle, and the Western Work, of 
, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of the Lake Seamen’s Union, 
of Chicago, IIL, praying for the enactment of legislation giving 
better m to American seamen; which was referred to the 

ttee on Commerce. 
resented a petition of the Hersman Church and the 
Christian eavor Society of Hersman, Ill., praying for the 
enactment of legislation abolishing the saloon in the National 
Capitol; which was referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 

He also presented the memorial of William C. Holiister, pub- 
lisher of the Eight-Hour Herald, of Chicago, Ill., remonstrating 
against the passage of the so«<alled Loud bill, relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also nted resolutions adopted at a meeting of the Metho- 
dist ministers of Cincinnati, Ohio, favoring the passage of inter- 
state bling laws; which were referred to the Corimittee 
on In te Commerce, 


; 
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Mr. HILL presented a petition of E. G. Marshall Post, No. 397, 
Department of New York, Grand Army of the Republic, of 


Rochester, N. Y., and a petition of sundry citizens of Blue Moun- 
tain Lake, N. Y., praying Congress to recognize the independence 
of Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. BATE presented the memorials of Waters & Co., publishers 
of Good Reading, of South Berlin, Tenn.; of Bald Vance, pub- 
lisher of Messenger-Review, of Humboldt, Tenn.; of P. J. Hani- 
fin & Co., publishers of Cooperative Detective and Police Journal, 
of Nashville, Tenn., and of the Review Publishing Company, pub- 
lishers of the Review, of Knoxville, Tenn., remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class 
inail matter; which werereferred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of the Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil of Minneapolis, Minn., praying for the establishment of postal 
savings banks; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by the Chamber of Com- 
merce of St. Paul, Minn.,in favor of upholding the gold standard 
of money; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of Duluth Division, No. 836, Order 
of Railway Conductors, of Two Harbors, Minn., praying for the 

assage of the so-called Phillips commission bill, the arbitration 
bill, and the contempt bill; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a memorial of 30 firms of news dealers and 
booksellers of St. Paul, Minn., remonstrating — the passage 
of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-c mail matter; 
— was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 

oads. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I present the memorial of William Hale, 
editor of the Hickory Press, of ey N. C., earnestly protest- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, sauleting the 
transmission of second-class matter through the mails. As the 
bill has come to the Senate from the House and is now before the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, I move that the me- 
morial be referred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Vineland, N. J., praying for the enactment 
of legislation to amend the postal laws rela ng to second-class 
mail matter, and also eee the transportation of obscene 
matter through the mails; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of Joseph A. Dear, treasurer of 
the Evening Journal Company, of Jersey City, N. J., remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. GEAR presented a petition of the Baptist church of West 
Union, Iowa, and a petition of the Methodist church of West Union, 
lowa, praying for the enactment of legislation raising the age of 
protection to girls to 18 in the District of Columbia and the Ter- 
ritories; which were referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Baptist church of West 
Union, Iowa, and a petition of the Methodist church of West 
Union, Iowa, praying for the enactment of legislation prohibitin; 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in Government buildings; whic 
were referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. WETMORE presented a petition of the Young Irelanders’ 
Association, Clan na Gael, of Pawtucket, R. I., praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Cameron resolution reco, the inde- 
pendence of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of John W. Tillinghast and sun- 
dry other citizens of Rhode Island, remonstra‘ — the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to secon mail mat- 
ter: which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices an@ 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. PROCTOR es a memorial of the Business Men’s 
Association of Burlington, Vt., remonstrating against any inter- 
ference by the Uni States in the Cuban ish war; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Wonmian’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Addison County, Vt., praying for the of the 
so-called Broderick bill, to punish the carnal and wful know- 
ing of any female under the of 18 years; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Addison County, Vt., praying for the e of 
Senate bill No. 2846, to protect State antigamblin ws from 
nullification through interstate gambling = ne , telephone, 
and otherwise, etc.; which was referred to the Committee on Inter- 
state Commerce. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented petitions of the Woman's Christian 


Temperance Union of Vineyard, N. J.; of the Methodist church of 
Okum, Okla. ; of 600 citizens of Chester County, Pa.; of the Trinity 
Episcopal Church of Vineland, N. J., and of 14 citizens of Okum, 
Okla., praying for the enactment of iegislation rai the of 
poe of girls to 18 years in the District of Columbia and tho 

erritories; which were referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a memorial of sundry citizens of 
Youngstown, Ohio, remonstrating —— the privation of rights 
of people and lawlessness in the South; which was referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented the memorial of the Moore Printing Company, 
publishers of the McComb Record, of McComb, Ohio, remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 
ond-c mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. Seas ae a eee of —, spe of 
Omaha, Nebr., praying Congress to recognize dependence 
of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of oe +. ant, publisher 
of the Waterloo Weekly Gazette, of Waterloo, Nebr., and the 
memorial of Homer E. Moore, publisher of the Primitive Chris- 
tian, of Panama, Nebr., meaasgewngcinr | — the passage of the 
so-called Loud bill, relating to secon mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 

Mr. McBRIDE presented a petition of sundry citizens of on, 
praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

_Mr. CALL. I present a petition of the citizens of St. Augus- 
tine, Fla., accompanied by a letter from Henry Marcotte, prayin 
that an a ys be made for the preservation of the old fort 
at Matanzas Inlet, now in danger of complete destruction through 
the washing away of the foundation. I will state that this is an 
old fortification of the Middle I move that the petition be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 1 request the 
committee to give it special consideration. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. HOAR presented a memorial of the Boston Paper Trade 
Association, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented a petition of the institu- 
tions of St. Louis, Mo., and a tion of the Live Stock han, 
of St. Louis, Mo., praying for the of the bill (H. R. 8208) 
—— mortgages in the Indian Territory; which were referr 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GORDON presented the memorial of Bickert & Blumen- 
thal, of Atlanta, Ga., remo: against the enactment of leg- 
islation allo distillers to bottle whisky in bond; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PLATT presented a memorial of the Young le’s Society 
of Christian Endeavor of Norwich, Conn., remonstra’ inst 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol buil ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented a memorial of the Boston Paper Trade Asso- 
ciation, ae — the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-c mail matter; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
the First Oingregutional Oburch of Newark, Nev. praying Con. 

e ngrega urch of Newark, N. J., praying Con- 
gress to ize the independence of Cuba; which was ordered 
to lie on the fable. az 


He also presented the memorials of David Spencer, editor of the 
Morris Journal, of Dover; of H.-J. Decker, of Hoboken; of 
William H. Chew, publisher of the National Standard, of Salem; 
of C. E. Pearsell, publisher of the Union Standard, of Westfield; 
of Augustus Koehler, publisher of the Orange Sonn Blatt, of 
Orange; of E. Corcia, publisher of La Montagwa, of Newark; of 
B. H. Crosby, publisher of the Tuckerton Beacon, of 0; 
of Eltweid Pomeroy, publisher of the District Legislative Record, 
of Newark; of Hug llins, ae rma of the Pleasantville Press, 
of Pleasantville; of J. J. O'Sullivan, publisher of the Pilot, of 
Butler; of W. W. Bugle, publisher of the Ocean Grove Times- 

rd, of Ocean Grove; of F. B. Hoagland, publisher of the 
Points, of Paterson; of E. P. Roberts, publisher of the Unionist 
Gazette, of Somerville; of Stanton & Wilson, publishers of the 
Sussex Independent, of Deckertown; of Alexander Schlesinger, 
pobliahes of the New Jersey Staats Zeitung, of Jersey City; of 
rge D. Roe, publisher of the Times and Journal, of Lakewood; 

of Benjamin Patterson, publisher of the Monitor- , of 
Woodstown; of the American Sabbath Tract Society,of nfield; 
of Schultze Pilgrim, publisher of the Daily News, of et 
burg; of the Rising Sun Saree Come y, of Nutley; of Wil- 
liam Stout, publisher of the Ch and Home, of Rockaway, all 
in the State of New Jersey; and a memorial of the American e 
Press Association of New York, remonstrating against the pas 











sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present a petition from leading St, Louis 
banking institutions, and one from leading members of the St. 
Louis Live Stock ——- in regard to the laws governing chat- 
tel mort in the Indian Territory, favoring the of 
House Dili $298, which was passed on the 18th of May last by the 
House of Representatives, sent to the Senate, and is now pending 
before the Committee on the Judiciary, and urging its passage as 
an absolute necessity. I move that the petitions be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was to.. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the amendment submitted by himself on the 13th instant, 
intended to be pro to the diplomatic and consular appropria- 
tion bill, repo favorably thereon, and moved that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on ———— which was to. 

Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Military irs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9710) to authorize officers who 
served during the war of the rebellion in the Army to 
bear the title and, on occasions of ceremony, wear the uniform of 
their highest rank, reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon. 

Mr. QUAY. 1am instructed oo Committee on Appropria- 
tions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9638) making appro” 

riations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending 
, 30, 1898, to report it with amendments, and submit a written 
report theron. 
desire to give notice that after the 
business at the next session of the Senate I shall ask the Senate to 
put the bill upon its . 

Mr. WETMORE, from the Committee on the Lib: 
was referred the bill (S. 1499) to purchase a portrait of Daniel D. 
Tompkins, late Vice- dent of the Uni States, painted by 
Jarvis in 1812, reported it without amendment, and submitted a 
report thereon. 

. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Mili Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4858) for the relief of John 
Duncan, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. S 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 6148) for the relief of Peter Young, reported it with 
amendments, and submitted a thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 9598) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain and 
acting regimental quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3486) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain and aatny 
regimental quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers, repo 
adversely thereon, and the bill was —— re 

Mr. BATE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 3772) to correct the muster roll of 
Company I of the Seventh Iowa Infantry Volunteers, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the amendment submitted by Mr. Mitts December 17, 
1896, intended to be to the sundry civil appropriation 
bill, reported a bill (S ) to provide for an examination and 
survey of a water route from the mouth of the jetties, at the city 
of Galveston, 2s. meen the ship channel and up Buffalo Bayou 
to the city of Houston, Tex., and appropriating money therefor; 
which was read twice by its title. . 

Mr. PROCTOR, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1836) granting an honorable dis- 


iration of the morning 


, to whom 


charge to Wilson Kale, reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a thereon. 

Mr. BRICE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2912) increasing the pension of William O. 
Phe ®, it without amendment, and submitted a report 

eon. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 3145) to increase the on of William Hulsizer, reported it 
with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

_He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2991) granting @ on to George G. Eakins, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

vill: = _— = same ——e, to whom en meteesen the 

. g an increase of pension to rown, 

rted it without amendment, and submitted a feneet thereon. 

ul Sota en he loa, Mae 

bul (8, gran &@ pension oel M. it 
thout amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 
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Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred an amendment submitted by Mr. CLarK on 
the 12th instant, inténded to be proposed to the sundry civil appro- 
ema bill, reported favorably thereon, and moved that it be re- 

erred to the Committee on Appropriations and printed; which 


was agreed to, 
ARBITRATION TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the usual number of the recent treaty between the United 
States and Great Britain in relation to arbitration be printed as a legislative 
document, and that in addition thereto there Soares 3,000 copies, 2,500 of 
which shall be for the use of the Senate and 500 for the use of the State 
Department. 





RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That there be printed 2,500 additional copies of Senate Document 
No. 40, Fifty-fourth Congress, second session, being ‘‘Memorandum on the 

od tion of foreign seer and foreign states by the 
Government of the United States, 1789 to 1897,"" 2,000 of which shall be for 


the use of the Senate, and sent to the Senate document room, and 500 for the 
use of the Department of State. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (S. 3526) to provide for the natu- 
ralization of certain Indians residing upon the Annette Islands, 
Alaska; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3527) granting a pension to Joseph 
Koehler; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying re: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. OM introduced a bill (S. 8528) for the classification 
of clerks in first and second class post-offices; wkich was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. QUAY introduced a bill (S. 3529) to correct the military 
record of William Gilfoyle; which was read twice by its title, 
and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SHOUP (for Mr. GALLINGER) introduced a bill (S. 3530) 
granting a pension to Emma Francis; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also (for Mr. GALLINGER) introduced a bill (S. 8531) grant- 
ing @ pension to George Francis; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also (for Mr. GALLINGER) introduced a bill (S. 3582) grant- 
ing a pension to Jane B. Johnston; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PERKINS introduced a bill (S. 3533) to amend an act to 
permit the use of the right of hm through public lands for tram- 
roads, canals, and reservoirs, and for other purposes; which was 
= twice by its title,and referred to the Committee on Public 


Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill (S. 3534) to grant a pension 
to Rev. Warren Cochran, of Omaha, Nebr.; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3535) granting an increase of pen- 
sion of Aurelius Roberts; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (S. 3586) to remove the charge 
of desertion from the military record of John Percella; which was 
oe by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 

airs. : 

Mr. MANTLE introduced a bill (S. 8537) for the relief of Mary 
L. Le Fevre, Mrs. Jennie G. Bell, Thomas Jefferson Green, and 
Hal W. Green, heirs of Hal W. Green, deceased, late of Warren 
County, Miss.; which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HILL introduced a bill (S. 3538) to amend section 8 of the 
act of Congress entitled ‘‘ An act to establish a court of appeals 
for the District of Columbia, and for other pu »” approved 
February 9, 1893; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S;3539) providing for the 
adjudication of certain claims by the Court of Claims; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill (S. 3540) granting a pension 
to Mirum C. Peck; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BRICE introduced a bill (S. 3541) granting a pension to 
Jane B. Johnston; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HILL introduced a bill (S. 3542) granting a pension to 
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Mrs. Susan T. Pratt, wife of Maj. Gen. Calvin E. Pratt; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. VEST introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 190) for the relief 
of Robert L. Lindsay; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


Mr. CHANDLER submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which 
was ordered to be printed, and, with the accompanying paper, 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also rs an amendment intended to be wens by 
him to the bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the tal laws re 
second-class matter; which was referred to the Committee on Peet. 
Offices and Post- Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McMILLAN submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 

sed by him to the District appropriation bill; which was referred 
P the ener on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 

rintec 
pit SKACEEURE sebeitted on sentnens sheulel be 
pro y him to the tary yap on whic 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. PERKINS submitted an amendment intended to be 
posed by him to the general deficien appro tion bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public , and ordered to be 


printed. 
THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. 


Mr. CULLOM submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to 

Re matand, That the United fate Civil Service costae ey 

to report to Congress whether, in obedience to the 

service law of January wy 1883; the said Commissi 

dent, for transmission to Upngseee, 55 an annual re 

and also for the fiscal year And if so, give renal a if not, 
give the reasons for such failure or neglect. 


INTERSTATE COMMERCE INVESTIGATION. 
Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following resolution; which 
ame i 


om fas hd 


was considered by unanimous consent, and 


Resolved, That the Committee on Interstate Commerce 
tion with its inv tions under the resclution ae 
r 2, 1896, to inquire into the agreement recently 
the lines of | steamers 3 - A ey A yaw to a 
transpo ion as may y the managers of th 
the J tint Traffic Association. 


2 Senate of Decom 
je by the ss 


PACIFIO RAILROADS, 


Mr. MORGAN. I submit a resoJution and ask that it may be 
read and lie over until a later day, when I propose to make some 
remarks upon it. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie over, as follows: 

Whereas it is all that certain bonds issued by sme United States piates tn add 
of the Central P: Company and also of the Union Pacifi 

Com: y have fallen due and ieee un a and that 


road pany 
default in the payment thereof the — and aah 
comgnaes at t time became the broberty of th © ae 8 


rty of every descrip omg so : 

the eileen of such default now rightfall gs to 
Resolved, ‘That the Comnr —- S: 

and re : whether such 

report the nature and 

and to said property. and the Son 

so inured to the United States under 

road companies has any lawful right wedlie deena 


MRS. DAISEY JOHNSON, 


Mr. COCKRELL submitted the followi 
was referred to the Committee to Audit and 
gent Expenses of the Senate: 

Resolwed, That the Secretary of the Papate & be, and_hereby is, auth: 


orized 
and directed to to pay out of the of the 
contingent fun “~ Senate lie a 

belong at an canoune equal to 


Techivect of ‘the On Capi el tho ‘coms of $0s $300, bein 
eC e © sum 
it Sant clei 2 


racnths’ ealary as such laborer and Sune wi 
funcral and other allowances. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HALE. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be 
to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. MILLS. I hope the Senator from Maine will hold that mo- 
tion and let me call up a little local bill for Texas. 

Mr. HALE. This is only the usual motion. 

Mr. MILLS. I understand; but there may be some opposition 
to it, and I should like to get the bill up now. 

Mr. HALE. Very well. 

ARANSAS PASS IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr. MILLS. Iask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 3494) — viding for an examination of the 
improvements at the Pass of Aransas, Texas. The bill has been 
unanimously recommended by the Committee on Commerce, 


reason of the 
aS 


law, and that the 
the United States in 
sof I ha’ 


trol the Contin- 


in 
resolution; which ing 


JANUARY 14, 


There being no pene 1 the Senate, as in Committee of 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It provides thes for te 
purpose of ascertaining the character and Value of the 
ments made at the Pass of Aransas, on the Gulf coast of Texas, b 
the Aransas Pass Harbor Company, a board of three or 
- — by the a as follows: err ao 
a o from the Engineer Corps o Army; su 
—— aes ee ae m of the work done by the 
a ny for deepening the channel removing 
the bar at or near the Pass of i000 to poy - Joie 
to appuapeiate e expenses board 
wal or the services of the e eers, the amount of compensation 
for the services to be fixed by the Secretary of 
The bill was reported to the Senate without cceutiniad ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 


renew m 

Tho VICE - The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Maine, that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to 
meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Sak cede eee 


dn So7e) uth oe og tho po of rs tak ee the 
Sciam bie River, in 


tare pablo 
airing | 1° be engrossed for athird reading, read the third 
INAUGURAL CEREMONIES. 


Mr. BACON, Three days since, by direction of the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, I from that committee a 
joint resolution omg to regulations with reference to the in- 
augural ceremonies. the request of the Senator from Kan- 
=e Mr. PErrer], tno chasidevation on was at that time 

the amendments of the committee could be ted. The 
quentnaeate have been printed and laid on the of Senators 
for twodays. I nowask the Senate to consent tothe oe napa 
sideration of the joint resolution, as it is important that the par- 
ties who are to be in charge of this work should know what ne 
can be allowed to do, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Georgia asks for 
the present consideration of a joint resolution, which will be read 
for information. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution te Res. 214) authoriz- 
0 ee to the executive com- 
mittee on inaugural ceremo: for use of reservations or public 

1 & m on the occasion of the inauguration 
of the President-elect on hh 4, 1897, etc., as follows: 


Resolved, etc., That the Secretary a is ai coremantes forthe sma 
to the executive ioe See Soe ot 


permits to 


a such streets, a _ee 
-” Sonat ee 

to be a by of the 

—> . ~geee and Grounds, and the build- 

The Committee on ax uae Columbia to amend 


the joint resolution by adding the following tional sections, 
which were read: 


fees That the Commissioners of tee Diteteh of Qeiemniie are herehy ge 
mittee (or the inaugural coremo illumination of ee a Sete 


ral ceremonies, March, 1897, awn: 
nation: Provided, wherever yer nscesaary. for the 


ally and uy ane entirely: aan re ena aa 


of Wash Semovin Pines - | be ander 


fof the oa 
ot i chat al seis 
ee 


ee ree 
‘en for the the p 
ee = 


mo 


protection of 
treet, avenue, or alley disturbed ts replaced as 
eee pacts 
of the 
Uni F States or the District 


Sxc. 3. oe 
any money in 


i the District of Colum Se ae oe ane 

der and protec life and propert raen tee 
authorized and ffeeare. 

cure such preservation of ye pe 
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Sos eco ranean masta 


lating 3 
"Se 4 Secre' 
they are 
7 d may 
an 
t to 
detriment, May 










of and of Navy be, and 
ci to ey ae 
ete. ( ba os 
‘or 
sevthoe; to be used by 
oan Se Sot 2 Fol 
Sansion, and the in of tion hall: Rare com- 
an nG mn Jen Pmeyr either or any loss 
= ach flags not nec ; incider such use. 
) om of be, and they 
erie peaches aa eee 
the of ceremonies on 


to be taken dowr 
the 4th day of March 

* Mr. HALE. So far as I could gather in the confusion, that is a 
bill somewhat regulating matters in the District connected with 
the inauguration ceremonies. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is a joint resolution, 

Mr. HALE. I should like to examine it before it is acted upon. 

Mr. HOAR. What is the joint a 

Mr. HALE. I donotthink any tor exactly knows. Icould 
not hear it very well. 

Mr. BACON. I can not hear what the Senator says. 

Mr. HALE. I could not get at thescope of the joint resolution 
from the reading; there was so much confusion in the Chamber. 

Mr. BACON. I will state to the Senator that the joint resolu- 
tion embraces about the ordinary provision of the joint resolutions 
which have been agreed to b ngress on vious occasions 
when a President was to be ugurated, loo to the use of 
streets and squares in such manner as the e of War shall 
direct and consent to. I have been furnished by the clerk of the 
committee with a number of the joint resolutions to upon 
previous occasions, and I have compared them with the present 
measure. While they are not identical in all particulars, they 
are substantially so. 

I will further state to the Senator from Maine that this joint 
resolution was rted from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia by me, by the direction of that committee, several days 
ago, with a request for immediate consideration, as it is important 

at the inaugural committee charged with this work know 
what rm ission is to warner ere ma’ bye 
responding arr ts. Upon ofa 
resolution, Sor wileh . puesubt consideration was then asked, was 
allowed to lie over to ted for the convenience of Senators. 
Of course if the Senator not seen the joint resolution in print, 
et SSerere to examine it, there will be no objection to a fur- 

er y- 

Mr. HALE. Ishouldliketo dothat. Some of these things that 
have been itted heretofore I do not think should be t- 
ted now. I would not be that ev should be done 
as it has been done heretofore. | should look with great scrutin 
and some jealousy upon giving Commissioners of the 
of Columbia very much in relation to this matter, 
promise the Senator that I willexamine it carefully, as other Sen- 
a desire to do, so that at the next meeting of the Senate he can 
Gall it up. 
eit HOAR. I should like to be permitted to say one word at 

is time, 

Everybody well knows that in some years we have had a very 
inclement da for the inauguration of the President. People 
ee nt ae east 
of the and catch their deaths by exposure. I su 
S teeyen af ae some on of President Grant and 
in the year of the ina on of President Harrison there were 
hundreds of persons who got serious diseases—perhaps hundreds 
got fatal diseases—by exposure. 

It does seem to me that it must be cal and feasible to have 
Some shelter, which shall be of plain boards, which will 
protect the gathering from rain or high wind or severe cold, with- 
curennntline Seyahling ts te pul up Gators the inoupunetien Gee 
ceremonies, the shelter to tw ore the inauguration, 
material to be sold tearenrde or kept for another occasion, and 
taken away immediately after. It a to me that the ca 
of the architects of oan t to be sufficient to furnish a 
design for such a building. Mr. Clark, the Architect of the Capi- 
tol, seemed disinclined to take up the subject four years ago when 
it sommiteart he was un to enter upon new doubt- 
ful e ents in the matter; but 1 hope the executive committee 
will get the v3 some skilled architect and will see whether that 

can . 
nee HALE. if the junt resolution goes over, it will be printed? 


—e ne. The joint resolution goes over, objec- 


Mr. it will be printed. I want Senators to 


examine into ek hy. 
The VICE-P ENT. It has been printed, and is on the 
Calendar, the Chair will state. 

Mr.HALE. The District Commissioners, in defiance of law and 
in, I think, an impudent manner, have permitted the streets of 
ashington to be torn up, so that everywhere we are confron 
with work upon streets that prohibited. I do not 
want to give any more power or discretion to the Board of Com- 
missioners until I look into the proposition thoroughly. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of a aaive, by Mr. W. J, 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the ee 
A bill (S. 347) to remove the c of desertion and grant an 
honorable discharge to Helmuth F. kel; and 
A bill (S. — the relief of the heirs of D. Fulford. 
The announced that the House had passed the fol- 
eae in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 
A (H. R. 710) to remove the charge of desertion against 
James A. Crouch; 
bill (H. R. 989) for the relief of Cogswell & Co.; 
bill (H. R. 1 for the relief of Dewitt Eastman; 
oat H. - = for pee of Seite OC. Hudson; 
. BR. ) gran a pension to Harriet F’. Herrick; 
bill (H. R. 8623 Ayproees pad 
to define the j 
Columbia;” 
A bill (H. B. 8851) to reimburse Col. Phillip Kirshner for money 
d for the services of a band for the Sixteenth Regiment of Olio 
Volunteers; 


>b>p> b> 


{ on 4 of an act entitled ‘‘An act 
ction of the police court of the District of 


A H. R. 8926) to correct the war record of David Sample; 
A bill (H. R. 6884) to prevent the purchasing of or speculation 
in claims the Federal Government by United States officers; 


A bill (H. R. 6888) to incorporate the Convention of American 
Instructors of the Deaf; 

A bill (H. RB. 9671) to detach the county of Marion from the 
northern division of the northern district of Alabama and attach 
the same to the southern division of said district; 

A bill (H. R. 9752) toamend an act entitled ‘‘An act to authorize 
the construction of a steel bridge over the St. Louis River between 
the States of Wisconsin and esota,” approved April 24, 1894, 
as amended by an act aporoved August 4, 1894, entitled “An act 
to amend an act to authorize the construction of a steel bridge 
over the St, Louis River between the States of Minnesota and Wis- 


onmtns one 
Ab oS. 9901) to detach the county of Audrain from the 
western ict of Missouri and to attach the same to the eastern 


district of said State of Missouri. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The a f r announced that the Speaker of the House 
had sianes © following enrolled bills and joint resolution: 
oe a (8. 206) to provide an American register for the steamer 


A bill (8. 1424) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to amend sec- 
tion 4178, Revised Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ 
names at bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the 
draft,” approved February 21, 1891; 

A bill (8. 1725) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and Gulf 
Railway to co: t and maintain a bridge across Red River, at 
the city of Alexandria, La.; 

A (8S. 1741) to authorize the Muskogee, Oklahoma and W est- 
ern Company to construct and operate a line of railway 
through Oklahoma and the Indian Territory, and for other pur- 


A bill (8. 2834) Sn = acts of Congress in relation to 
the award of life-saving medals; 

A bill (H. R. 4588) for the relief of John Keefe; 

A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water system; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. 189) providing for the erection of a 
Government building at the Tennessee Centennial Exposition. 


FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning business is closed, and 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business coming 
over by unanimous consent from yesterday. 

The Senate, as in Commit‘ee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the oill (H. R. 8656) providing for free homesteads on 
the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide 
settlers and reserving the public lands for that purpose. 

. JO of Arkansas. Mr. President, I hope that this bill 
pass. of the speeches made here would seem to 


ay 
= 
ot 
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indicate that some Senators think that the homestead laws were 
designed simply to fill up the Western country and to provide 
freight for railroads. I am one of those who believe that the pur- 
pose of the homestead law was to permit the building of Ameri- 
can homes; and I think it would be a desirable thing if every 
quarter section of land in this country had a home on it. 

The public domain has been set apart absolutely for the use of 
homes and homesteaders. ~I can see no difference whether the 

mublic domain has been derived from the French or from Indians. 
fendi that were bought years ago from France and paid for are 
open to homestead settlement, and no price is required to be paid 
by the homesteader except the expenses of the land office. When 
lands are acquired from Indians for the public domain, they be- 
come a part of the public domain just as other lands are, and I 
can see no reason why the settlers on lands acquired from Indians 
should be required to pay for their homes when settlers on other 
lands are not. Thereis no just distinction between thetwo. Itis 
true that when we acquired these lands a few years ago it was done 
with the understanding that the Government would be reimbursed 
for the amounts of money paid to the Indians for the extinguish- 
ment of their title. If farming had been reasonably prosperous, 
this could easily have been done, but under the conditions which 
exist now it is a practical impossibility for a man to do more than 
make a living on his homestead. 

These people have gone on wild land; ed have built houses 
and fences, and have cultivated the land. They have brought it 
under tillage; they have spent what little money they had in erect- 
ing houses and fences, and have been unable to save money enough, 
in addition to making a living, to pay the small debt they owe the 
Government. Now, Mr. President, I ask what is to be done. If 
the lands are not remitted to these homesteaders, what will the 
Government do? Will it proceed to evict these people from their 
homes? Willit drive them out, and confiscate the houses and the 
fences they have built and the labor of their hands in bringing 
the land under tillage? This Government, strong and mighty 
and powerful as it is, is not strong enough for that. There is a 
power behind the Government which will check and restrain any 
such act of vandalism and ruthless robbery as that would be. 
Public opinion will not permit the Government of the United 
States to deprive these people of the pittance they have paid upon 
their homes in an honest effort to provide a place for their wives 
and children simply because of the hard conditions by which they 
are surrounded, which make it impossible for them to pay the 
Government the 50 or 75 cents or the $1.25 an acre which they 
promised to pay for the land. 

Under these circumstances, it seems to me there is but one 
thing for the Senate to do. That is to concur in the action of the 
House of Representatives and remit this small amount of money 
in favor of these homesteaders, that they may be allowed to live 
in peace and not be harried by this great Government as if it was 
a soulless corporation or a usurer. 

The exact similarity between the lands acquired from Indians 
and the lands acquired from the French, it seems to me, is a suffi- 
cient reason why these homesteaders should have exactly the same 
right on this land that they would have on other ooo land. 

here is another feature connected with this bill that commends 
it very warmly to me. I have been here for some years and I 
have seen bills introduced to protect manufactures, bills intro- 
duced to extend the powers aad rights and privileges of national 
banks, of railroads, and other corporations; but this, I believe, is 
about the first time that I have ever seen a bill introduced in this 
body which was intended to be of some benefit to a handful of 
farmers scattered through the homes of the West. I should like 
to see that sort of legislation encouraged to the extent of passing 
this bill. We have been in the habit of just legislating in favor 
of those people who are able to take care of themselves, who appear 
represented by lobbyists and attorneys around the Halls of Con- 
gress; but these people, who are unable to send anybody to repre- 
sent them, simply make a plain statement that they are unable to 
pay this money for their homesteads, and they think it unfair 
that they should be required to do so, when homesteads have been 
var given to other people. 

If { had no other reasons, these would seem to me to be sufficient 
that this bill should pass. 

Mr. GRAY. How much money will the bill take out of the 
Treasur 

Mr. J 
some in. 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, the objection that has been 
invariably urged to the passage of this bill is the claim that it is 
taking from the Governmentof the United States a certain amount 
of money. The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLatr] who 
addressed the Senate on the subject some days ago, I believe 
placed the possible loss to the Government at $35,000,000. That 
was the theory that all the land embraced in all of these several 
grants shall besold for the price provided for in the statute. 


? 
NES of Arkansas. It does nottakeoutany. It will put 
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it is well known to those who are familiar with the country 
where these reservations are located thatavery small percentage 
of the land can ever be sold at the prices canal Take the reser- 
vation in the State of Colorado called the Ute Reservation. [I 
think to-day that practically all the available agricultural lands in 
that reservation may be said to be taken up. There remains a 
large quantity of mountain lands, mineral lands, which are not 
capable of being converted into farms, undisposed of, and which 
never will be disposed of except in a few cases where mineral 
claims may be made, which are not disturbed or interfered with 
by this oy ee legislation. If every acre of the land should be 
taken, the Senator from Connecticut stated that there would be 
received for it by the Government $35,000,000, as I recollect. [ 
have not — attempted to fi it. Weweretold by the Sen- 
ator from South Dakota [Mr. PerTigREw] that while the lands 
had been opened in that State for some time, yet comparatively a 


small number of acres had been taken; and thatof those that had 
been taken for farms a number were in of being abandoned. 
I have some personal knowledge of a portion of these reser- 


vations. I have been twice across the Territory of Oklahoma from 
north to south on different lines; 1 have been on its borders, and I 
know something of the climatic conditions as well as of the geog- 
raphy ofthecountry. Itis true that when this purchase was being 
made it was stated here and elsewhere that these lands were fer- 
tile and valuable lands. They are fertile lands, as stated by the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. Ais) the other day, and there are 
no more fertile lands anywhere than may be found in the Terri- 
tory of Oklahoma and in other sections of that Western country; 
but it does not follow that they are so valuable for farming pur- 
—_ unless there shall be a sufficient quantity of water provided 

or rg purposes, for those lands lie in what we call the 
ee ari a ” 

The Senator from Connecticut seemed to think that he had 
made a great we against the bill when he read the report of the 
governor of the Territory of Oklahoma. The Senator ought to 
recollect—and I suppose it could not have escaped his notice, 
because he is on the committee which has been with this 

uestion—that there is a considerable portion of the Territory of 

klahoma which does not fall within the provisions of the pend- 
ing bill. I do not remember how many, but there are several 
counties at least that were purchased of the Indians by the Gov- 
ernment years ago, long before there was any settlement in the 
Oklahoma country, where we have not exacted from the settlers 
in that section — com tion whatever for the land. In seven 
counties, I am told by the Delegate from that Territory, lying in 
the eastern , the most valuable of all that section of country, 
the settlers have been allowed to make settlement under the old 
homestead act. 

Again, much of the valuable land on the line of the streams 
was selected by the Indians in the first instance. A large number 
of Indian locations were made on the Canadian and other streams. 
On the best land, on that which was most easily cultivated, that 


which was lying near the streams where it might be irrigated 
with less mse, the Indian has already made allotment. I 
can not say that he has settled on those allotments, because I think 


in most cases he has not. But we gave to the Indians the choice, 
the preference. He could take from this fertile country the best 
of it before the white man could go upon it. Upon the residue a 
large number of white people have gone; I do not know how 
many; but as Oklahoma cast somewhere between fifty-three and 
fifty-four thousand votes at the last election, there must be a very 
large population in that section of the country. Most of this 
country taken under the provision of the paid homestead lies 
west of what we call the arid line. It lies west of that section of 
country where you can not depend on timely rains for the culti- 
vation of the crops. If that country ever becomes a successful 
farming country, it must depend on irrigation, and it is a coun- 
try where, unfortunately, during the period when irrigation is 
required there isa t scarcity of water. Some day, when capi- 
tal can be indu to construct reservoirs, that country will 
very valuable; but it will take a long time before that can be 
done. It may be done to some extent by farmers combining; it 
may be done by capital; but it must be done by the expenditure of 
a large amount of money whenever it is done. 

Settlers have gone there. They went there under the impres- 
sion that they could pay for those lands. Their experience has 
demonstrated, as I understand, that it is almost, if not quite, im- 
possible, under present conditions, to pay for thoselands. I believe 
we have extended the time of payment. We shall be required to 
extend it again if we do not pass the ing bill; we shall be 
required to extend it again after awhile, and ultimately at some 
time in the future we shall come to the point when we shall give 
to these people this land which we ought to have given them in the 
first instance. 

The Senator from Connecticut said that in 1880 we made 4 de- 
parture in our land system. Mr. President, nobody connected 











with this Senate, nobody connected with this Government, su 

1 in 1880 that we made any departure from the esta 
fished policy of the Government of the United States, and that was 
a policy of free homesteads. The Senator from Montana [Mr. 
CARTER] the other day told us, and rightly, too, that the title we 
had extinguished to the Indian lands had cost the Government of 
the United States more than $400,000,000. Millions of acres of 
land held by the Indians were taken up in the Northwest and in 
the West under the homestead law, and were paid for by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States; and yet up to 1880 it was never 
supposed that the settlers should pay for the land. In 1880 the 
Government concluded a contract with the confederated bands of 
Ute Indians in the State of Colorado, and acquired from them 
about eleven or twelve million acres of land. The agricultural 
land of that reservation is the best on this continent. Some of 
the valleys are equal in richness and natural wealth to the valley 
of the Nile. In all those valleys there was an abundance of water. 
There was no question of the paucity of water, although there 
was great paucity of rain. Those eys have been en up. 
They lie contiguous to a _—. community, where higher prices 
are paid for all the products of the soil than in any other place 
on this continent, New York City not excepted. The agricul- 
turist raised grain and sent it into the mountains and sold it 
to the mining population; the fruit grower and the v ble 
grower sent their products into the mountains and sold them to 
the mining population. There has been no complaint from that 
section, and there would be none from this if the people were situ- 
ated as they were situated on the Ute Reservation. This bill will 
not materially relieve anybody in the State of Colorado, and Iam 
not making this plea in behalf of anybody on the Ute Reserva- 
tion, but in the interest of the people who have gone upon less 
favored reservations and are there trying to make a living. 

If the Senator from Connecticut and the Senators who 
with him think that a loss of $35,000,000 is a loss too great to jus- 
tify the Government of the United States in inducing settlement 
upon these arid lands, they would not think so if they could have 
seen what I have seen, if they could have seen what other Sena- 
tors who represent Western States have seen, the settlement of a 
new country. If the entire $35,000,000 were to be lost, which it 
never will be, because it could never be got out of these lands—if 
the whole $35,000,000 were in issue here, it would be a mere noth- 
ing compared with the advantage of spreading over those great 

lains civilization ant settlement. eee those plains must 
be settled, ultimately they will be settled. I know what it has 
cost those people to settle there. We are told that in the western 
part of Kansas, where there were 100,000 people, there are now but 
40,000. What does that mean, Mr. President, to the 60,000 people 
who moved out of that country? How much hardship, how much 
deprivation, how much distress did that mean to those people who 
had attempted to brave a climate which was inhospitable to them, 
without water, and, having been unable to continue there, have 
moved themselves to more favored sections? 

I have seen the West settled. I have traversed the State of 
Kansas when there was no settlement except upon the Missouri 
River; I have traversed the State of Nebraska when there was no 
settlement except on the river. Now there are two and a half or 
three millions of as good people in those two States as live upon 
the American continent, They have made them great States, not 
with the ease that they made the State of Iowa, not as they settled 
the State of Illinois and some of the more easterly of the great 
Western States. They went there with a climate which was not 
so favorable, and yet by diligent and systematic cultivation the 
have made those States blossom, and ey are as productive an 
as valuable Statesas any in the Union. You can build ultimatel 
in the Dakotas just such States as have been built in Kansas an 
Nebraska, but it will take time. It must be done by the settler 
by the hardest kind of methods. You can build upa State in 
Oklahoma which will support a large pogumsions but there is no 
reason why you should say that the people who ge there now and 
who have gone there within the last five years shall be subjected 
to hardships and demands which were never made upon people in 
any other portion of the country. 

1ese people are far from markets. Even if their lands were 
well watered, if they could irrigate them without great expense 
by the natural streams which run through them, still they are 
under difficulties which should appeal to the charity of the great 
American le. 

Mr. President, the farmers of this country for a few years have 
had hard times; they have suffered great hardships, and in no 
place have they suffered more than in the extreme West. Take 
the States which I have mentioned, or take the Territory of Okla- 
homa. There, with all the disadvantages of a new country and 
with a somewhat difficult climate on account of its aridity, those 
people are away from a market, they are distant from the market 
centers, and the corn, the wheat, and the vegetables of that sec- 
tion of country must be marketed at a very low price. To say 
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that the people who go upon the arid lands of Oklahoma or those 
of South a orth Ba ta 

encounter in settling a new country, be subjected in some in- 
stances to a payment of $400 in the first instance, with the inter- 
est which is to be attached and the interest which is to accumu- 
late, when they are unable to pay, is practically to say to them 


kota shall, in addition to all they have to 


that they must get out and leave those lands. 

I submit to the Senate, if the time ever comes when it shall be 
demorstrated that those people can not pay for those lands, do we 
expect to have the spectacle of the American people evicting the 
settlers from those lands? Are they to be put out? If they are, 
where aretheytogo? Mr. President, there is not anybody here who 
would be willing to vote to put those men off those lands if they 
fail to pay, if they say they are unable to pay and can not pay, 
and that they will pay if they are able. Every man who settles 
down upon a quarter section of land desires to have his title. 
The very thing that is nearest and dearest to his heart is that he 
may have a title to his land. He will pay for it if he can; but if 


he can not, will the Senator from Connecticut say that this great 


Government of ours shall turn itself into an evictor and put those 
people off those lands? It is a difficult question to meet. If those 
ultimately to give them 
ds. American sentiment will never submit to the eviction 

of a great community the members of which have made every 
effort to pay for the lands according to the statute. It should be 
our policy to increase the number of farms and to draw as many 
people as possible from the congested centers of population out 
upon those agricultural lands, if agricultural they may be called. 
In almost every instance, if the farmer is not compelled to pay 


for his land, if he can use the $400 that he would otherwise have 
to pay the Government, he can get a few head of cattle and a few 


appliances about him by which he may make a living. I remem- 


ber not long since receiving a letter from a citizen of my State, 


who said he had been in controversy with the Government of 
the United States concerning the title to his land. One of those 
Government agents had conceived the 
idea that that settler had not complied withall the technical requi- 
sites of the law, and so he instituted a contest against him in the 
land office and compelled the settler to go to the land office, a long 
distance from his home, to prove affirmatively that he had com- 

lied with every technicality ofthelaw. When he had established 

is title, he sat down and wrote to me that upon this title, which 
the Government was supposed to have given him, and under which 
he had then been living for a nuniber of years, he had expended, 
in defense of what he had supposed to be an actual and perfect 
title, $400. He said, ‘Iam without stock; Iam without the needed 
appliances for cultivating my land; but if the Government had let 
me aloné I should have had $400 with which I could have bought 
some cattle and with which I could have bought some implements 
of agriculture.” If you give to these people the $400 that they pay 
for a quarter section of land, they will use itin making themselves 
homes upon the land, and you will secure their adherence to the 
land; you will keep them there; and, Mr. President, the great 
threatened danger to this American Republic to-day is the con- 
gestion of people in the great commercial centers. Every effort 
ought to be made to spread out the people, to encourage them to 
go upon the public lands to make homes, to make rural settle- 
ments, rural communities, where, as we all know, virtue and pa- 
triotism reside even when it may be lost in the large gathering of 
men in the great commercial centers. 

Thirty-five million dollars! Mr. President, we put that much 
in a river and harbor bill. We put twice that much in the last 
river and harbor law for the promotion of commerce and trade, 
in which the great mass of the American people have but little 
interest, and in which the great West does not participate at all 
except as it furnishes and as it has furnished the great body of 
exports which go to make this country rich and great. We have 
no local interest in the measure, and yet you put into the last 
river and harbor law, either in direct appropriations or in author- 
ity to make contracts, a sum amounting, as I recollect it, to more 
than twice the sum involved in this bill, if it should happen to be 
$35,000,000, which it never will be and never can be. I am asked 
what I think it will be. I think at the most it will not be more 
than one-third of that amount. These lands can not be sold at 
such an extravagant price. You can find now in many sections 
of the country better lands than these are, better situated lands, 
for less money, even where the title is uncontested and unques- 
tioned. 

Mr. President, I disclaim having for my people any special 
interest in this matter, but I know that there is a demand which 
every American Senator ought to respect. There is a demand by 
the people who have taken upon themselves burdens which they 
find they can notcarry, and which we oulit to have known, when 
we exacted the terms of them, that they could not. They were 

r people who went upon these lands. They went upon the 
fands practically with nothing, in many cases, except their hands; 
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built themselves sod houses, built themselves caves in the hillside, 
and lived there, as many settlers have lived there, hoping and hav- 
ing reason to hope that they could better their condition ulti- 
mately. Shall the Government put a weight upon them that they 
can not support and can not endure? Shall it turn them out and 
evict from a quarter section a man and his family in order that 
the Government — claim from some other man three or four 
hundred dollars to fill up its depleted revenue? 

Mr. President, we may be without revenue, but the American 
people is not a people that needs to oppress any class of its citi- 
zens in the interest of its revenue. Weare not without untouched 
means of taxation. We have, as I once heard the Senator from 
Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] say, more untouched taxable means than any 
other nation in the world, and if we are out of revenue we can get 
it in legitimate ways that will corre d with the dignity of a 
great people, and not take it out of the hardy pioneers of the West. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to make an inquiry or two respecting 
the scope and extent of the pending bill. I have not had time to 
give it examination as to its deta I should like to have the 
Senator from South Dakota state whether the bill now applies to 
all Indian reservations. Is there any exception as to ian res- 
ervations? 

Mr, PETTIGREW. I will state, in answer tothe Senator from 
lowa, that there are many Indian reservations to which the bill 
does not apply, but they are reservations which have not os 
ceded, no negotiations having been had with the Indians. e bill 
simply applies to the homesteader who has taken a home upon the 
reservations which have been ceded by the Indians since 1589, and 
allows the settler to secure title after five years’ residence. It 
does not relieve the person who chooses to commute after four- 
teen months’ residence. It does not relieve any other person 
than the man who has 160 acres and has resided upon it for five 
years and made it his exclusive home and residence. 

Mr. ALLISON. Now, will the Senater—— 

Mr. PLATT. If the Senator from Iowa will permit me, I will 
state that it does apply, as I understand it, to all lands where the 
Government has by negotiation with the Indians uired por- 
tions of their reservations. It — to all the lands that have 
been so acquired, as I understand it. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Not at all. It does not apply to those 
reservations which embrace mineral lands. 

Mr. PLATT. Oh, of course not. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The same reservations embrace, ne 
to the statement made by the minority, large areas of miner 
lands not subject to homestead entry. The vernment will still 
sell those lands and get revenue therefrom. The bill does not 
relieve anyone except the settler who has taken 160 acres and has 
resided upon it for five years. It relieves no one else whatever. 
Very large areas of these reservations are timber land, and there 
is special provision made for its sale. It is not subject to home- 
stead entry. I estimate that three-fourths of the area of the res- 
ervations embraced in these treaties will never be taken under 
the provisions of the homestead law at all. Therefore the area 
that is embraced is comparatively small. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to the Senator whether or not the 
bill embraces timber lands, so known, in the State of Minnesota 
and other States where large reservations have been ceded? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I will state, so far as Minnesota is con- 
cerned, that the bill does not provide for the disposal of timber 
lands. There is a special pro m in the treaty by which the 
timber land is to be appraised and sold at not less than $3 a thou- 
sand stumpage and the money deposited in the Treasury for the 
benefit of the Indians. Where there is no timber upon the land, 
where it is purely agricultural land within the Minnesota reserva- 
tions, the bill does apply. But those lands are not of the best 
quality, and the area that is not timber is mostly swamp, and 
therefore the number of people affected in Minnesota is not 
large. 

Mr. ALLISON. I see by the statement of the minority report 
made by the Senator from Connecticut that the Chippewa Minne- 
scta Reservation, embracing 5,000,000 acres, is included. That 
must certainly include a very large area of timber land. 

Mr, PLATT. 
a little more closely he will find agai that statement that the 
proceeds are to be devoted to the Indians. The Government did 
not pay for the land. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The reply to that statement is that the 
timber land is not subject to entry under the homestead law, and 
therefore is not affected oe this legislation. 

Mr. ALLISON. I was led to this nani lenge by the differ- 
ence between the statements made by the Senator from Colorado 
{Mr. nya ape the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLatr] in 
reference to the actual loss to be sustained by the United States 
in case the bill shall pass. Of course, if the bill embraces prac- 
tically all Indian reservations heretofore ceded, or which may 
hereafter be ceded, which, I take it, when ceded, will come within 
the provisions of the pending bill, unless some special arrange- 


If the Senator from Iowa will examine the table | undoubted] 


‘the land and 


ment is made, then the moment the remainder of the lands in the 
Indian Territory are ceded to the United States under some 
evenly suane or to be made very soon, those lands will be em. 
ener en Oe eD of the pending bill. Am I right 
um 
Mr. ALLISON. Does the bill apply to any future aoquisi 
E é an uisitions 

Mr. PETTIGREW. No. . . res : ; 

Mr. ALLISON. To none whatever? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. No, sir. It leaves free to make 
such disposition of lands hereafter acquired as it may choose. If 
we are to get revenue from this source, we must change our policy, 


We can not get it under our present . 
"Mr. COCKRELL. Su oe tae th sis bint dite did 
dispose of these; then a similar to this one will come in to give 


the land away. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I think so. It ought to. 

Mr. TELLER. Will the Senator from Iowa allow me to say a 
= in reference & that soe : 

- ALLISO am only making an iry, because I wish 

to ascertain the scope of the bill. eer 

Mr. TELLER. The Senator from Iowa asked about the Indian 
Territory. I suppose he means the lands occupied by the Five 
Ci Tribes, as they are called? 

Mr. ALLISON. I refer to reservations not already acquired. 

Mr. TELLER. We have acquired all the land we can acquire 
from those Indians. We shall never acquire another acre, in my 
judgment. What kindof an ent the Dawes Commission 
may secure for the division, etc., of their property Iam not now 
able to say. But it is to go to the Indians. ny dag? pod 
and no plan, and it would be utterly impossible for the Govern- 
ment to buy that land; and if we did, what would be the result? 
On that land there are at least five white men where there is an 
Indian. In the Indian Territory there are at least three or four 
hundred thousand people, white farmers, in addition to sixty or 
seventy thousand Indians. That need not be a matter for future 


concern, because we shall expend no money to buy that land, and 
wes not be called upon to donate any of it to settlers. 


The difference between the from Connecticut and my- 
self in the estimate grows out of thé fact that the Senator from 
Connecticut assumes that all of this land, every particle of it, is to 
neces ied at ee 


ATT. i not. 
the Senator did not, he could not make it 


Mr. TELLER. If 
$35,000,000. 
Mr. PLATT. I never said, either in the 


low. When I came to speak about it, I did not put the objection 
dad wos geing t0 be 


if the Senator from lowa will permit 

Fou to make an inqui 
° rose an inquiry. 
i v and ta the senemtin which 
to establish a policy for the 
btedly be 


a gy gall dona aammeee discussion. That, I 
We are establishing a now. This v in the Indian 
propriation bill as ak to the Teens at Renssaiaiatives 

is ap ition to pay $2,000,000 to the Indians to relinquish 
their title to the Kiowa, , and Reservation, which 
is west still of these id lands, as they are called. That is 
at the rate of $1.25 per acre. So the of the Government is 
a y to be to goon and the title to more and 


more of the Indian reservations, and of course if we say that the 
land is to be given to anybody who will homestead upon it, all of 
that will have to be added not to the immediate expenses, bat to 
the future expenses of the Government. 

Take the Osage Reservation. The time is coming—it may not 
be immediately—when those 1,500 people will undoubtedly part 
wits = seen’ peers their reservation. I undertake'to 
say that it is as f wy Pang: ayy now ye pre ly tay aneag th 
Is it to be paler for the Government to pay the for 

to give the land to settlers? : 

the policy, we may as well understand it 
now for the t as for the future. That is the claim which is 
made here—that whenever an desires a home, desires land to 
settle upon, the Government must look around and see where there 


Now, if that is to 
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is any land, buy it, pay for it, and then give it to the people who 


‘11 settle upon it forfive years. That is the point I have been mak- 
an eae and in the replies which have been made nobody seems 
to apprehend the point. Perhaps it has not been made so that it 
co PP be enenene and possibly it isnot a good point anyway. 

I think it is. 
a. TELLER. I did apprehend jt, but it seemed to me absurd 
that anybody should have made any such claim. I did not sup- 
that because we relieve these pe who have already dem- 
onstrated that they can not pay for their lands we wo buy 
lands that were fertile, valuable, in the State of Kansas or some- 
where else and give them to other people. I supposed that Con- 
gress had sense enough to determine each case as it arose, and I 
do not understand how we create ae recedent which 
you can not avoid. In fact, I never before heard of a legislative 
precedent. 
. The Senator may think that this would be dangerous—it may be 
that it would be somewhat persuasive—and that if you gave one 
siece of dry land to one man you shall give another ee of dry 
fand to another. But by no logic with which I am familiar can 
it be said that if you give a piece of worthless land to one man 
yon must give to some other man a good piece, a valuable piece 
ike the Osage land, which, if it is ever sold, will be sold by the 
Indians and not to Government. 

Mr. PLATT. e opened last year the Nez Perces Reservation. 
We paid for it to the Indians at the rate of $3.75 an acre, and we 
put that price upon the lands. Now, does not the Senator from 
Colorado know that a large ion of those lands have been 
eagerly sought for at $3.75, and that they are worth it anywhere? 

Mr. TELLER. I know they have been eagerly sought. In the 
first place, they are not worth that price and were never worth it. 

Mr. PLATT. The Nez Perces lands? 

Mr. TELLER. Yes. It may be that a settler thinks he can 

ay that price for them, and he may be willing to pay it for them, 

bat he can not pay it for them. ere is nct one settler out of 
twenty who can pay $3 anacre. The average man who moves 
upon public lands in the West in these days is too poverty stricken 
to do that. He goes upon Government land because he can there 
have a place where for a time at least he can make a home; but 
he goes there hoping that in some way he can better his condition. 
When he finds he can not, and the Government gets after him, as 
the Senator from Connecticut hopes it will, with a writ of evic- 
tion, he will be hunting another place. If somebody offers him 
a place at twice that amount, he will take it and go upon it, and 
if he can not pay for it, and he finds after a while that he can not, 
he will move again, and he becomes an agricultural tramp. That 
is what the policy of the Senator from Connecticut would make 
of the people who have gone upon this land in Oklahoma. 

The people who are in the far West have enough burdens upon 
them if they get the land for nothing. They are carrying the ce 
of civilization and decency and morality in the West. ey are 
people for whom every decent man ought to feel sympathy, and the 
fact that some pee may ask you later to give them other land 
is no answer when we say these men can not pay for their lands, 
when we say that those lands are not worth what the Government 
is exacting for them, nor is it an answer when the Senator says 
we have paid $3 an acre for land. What right had you to pay 
an acre for it? It was land that belonged tothe people. Thelands 
of the United States never belonged to the Indians. They belonged 
to the United States in trust for the people who chose to occupy 
them, and if, in defiance of good legislation, we have given to the 
Indians, as we have, millions of acres for which they had no use 
and to which they had-no title, it is no reason why anyone should 
say ‘* We have made a bad bargain with the Indians, and we will 
take it out of the peng oe the United States.” 

You gave to the Indians two-thirds of the State of Colorado in 
the first that was made by you, and not an Indian inside of 
the borders of the State of Colorado had the slightest title to the 
land or ever did have under the Government froiz which we 
derived the land. No.Spanish Government or Mexican Govern- 
ment had recognized title in Indians to the lands, and we took the 
State of Colorado absolutely without any embarrassment of 
Indian title. Yet the Government of the United States, after we 
had been organized into a Territory, by a treaty gave two-thirds 
. — erent, Mate te lass than eo ustiame, = Ce ey the 

ay here that against the people e Uni States 

those Indians have title? You can not give a title of that kind 
ae manele = in ae shall us from saying that the 
at mass of people who are i omes shall have an - 
tunity to make them upon this land” a 

You have no right to take it away, and because you made a bad 
bargain or a wicked trade with the Indians in an early day, say, 
aoe shall pay now the value of this land,” to which, I repeat, 

© Indians have noclaim. The Indian title in this country has 
never been a title in fee ——— we gave it to them. a has 
never been a title which has a as more than an 
occupation, We are the only people in the world who have ever 


recognized the aborigines as entitled to full compensation for the 
land over which they roamed. It is against civilization to insist 
that the Indians now have such title that the Government shall 
pay them the full value for it, or, if they have, to say then that this 

d shall be held to those who are fortunate to have the most 
money and can buy it. 

Mr. President, the policy of the Republican party in its early 
day, when it was the party of the people, was for free homes and 
free soil, and the very ticket for which the Senator voted at the 
last election was nominated upon a platform that decla.ad for this 
identical bill. The American people declared in both of their great 
conventions that they intended that the people should have free 
homes, and if the policy to which the Senator refers was adopted 
as he says it was, in 1880, the two great conventions repudiated 
it. The Senator said the other day that he knew that these things 
got through conventions. That provision of the Republican plat- 

orm came into the subcommittee prepared, and it went into the 
whole committee. With the consent of every member of the sub- 
committee and every member of the whole committee, it went into 
the national convention and met the approval of every man there. 
But now the Senator says he is not obligated and that none of us 
is obligated to supportit. The Democratic convention at Chicago 
declared for the same thing, the Populist convention declared for 
the same thing, and if it can be said that there is any one matter 
on which the American people have been heard, it is that they 
intend as long as there is any land to be occupied that it shall be 
oe to the American citizen who is willing to go upon it and make 
a home. 

Mr. President, $35,000,000 is a bagatelle. 
that every year on your Army. You waste more than that upon 
your ships that will rot in your harbors, and you do it that you 
may protect the great Eastern Coast. You do it at the demand of 
the great corporations who want to make armor and build ships, 
but when an American settler wants, not $400 out of the public 
Treasury, but to be relieved from the payment of that which he 
asserts, and which we who know his condition assert, he can not 
pay and ought not to be uired to pay, then the Senator from 

mnecticut and the men who stand with him, who have made 
these great demands of us for twenty years here, to which we 
have responded, ask us to turn out the settler, put him afloat, and 
make him a tramp. 

Mr. President, so far as I am concerned, I will give every acre 
of unoccupied land to the men who will occupy it, and I shall be 
doing my duty to my country when I doit. The great danger to 
the Republic, I repeat, is that you have notfarmers enough. You 
have too ae men in your factories and in your mines and in 
your mills, and not enoughonfarms. The fathers of the Republic 
saw the,danger, and they said, ‘‘ We do not want to have a great 
manufacturing people, because the manufacturers and the people 
who work in shops are not the men to carry liberty and law; 
they are not the men to be patriotic in every hour of the country’s 
distress.” Every time we have called upon the American people 
we have found the agricultural body responding, and there is 
where our hope lies. 

Thirty-five million dollars, Mr. President! Any Senator on this 
floor ought to be ashamed to talk about it, if we are correct in our 
statements of facts. which the Senator does not deny. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I have not quarreled with the 
statement of facts made here, but I wish to call attention to the 
fact that there have been no petitions to Congress from settlers 
asking for this relingquishment. I wish to call attention to the 
fact that there has not been a memorial from any State or from 
the people settled upon any Indian reservation asking for this leg- 
islation. I wish to call attention to the fact that the governcr of 
Oklahoma—and there seems to be some attempt to cast discredit 
upon his representation of the condition in his Territory—in his 
annual report does not mention that it is required. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to interrupt the Senator from 
Connecticut for one moment. Iam informed by the Delegate from 
Oklahoma that petitions signed by 200,000 people are on file in the 
House committee, requesting the passage of the pending bill. 

Mr. PLATT. Possibiy. Right here, while on this subject, I 
wish to say a word about the people of Oklahoma. The Delegate 
from Oklahoma is undoubtedly responsible for the passage of the 
pending bill through the other House. It was by his solicitation 
and his earnest effort that it was passed through the other House. 
I think perhaps I should say here—— 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Fourteen million voters voted for this 
proposition. 

r. PLATT. Oh, well, 14,000,000 voters voted that we should 
have a Delegate in Congress from Alaska. Whom does that bind? 
It is to be determined on principle and by what may be supposed 
to be public policy when the question comes here. 

But I was speaking of Oklahoma. The Delegate from Okla- 
homa was earnest and active in securing the passage of this legis- 
lation through the other House. He did not think of the necessi- 
ties of the great Northwest, which has added three times as much 


You waste more than 
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to the bill as was affected by it when it came from the other House. 
But he became a candidate for reelection. He made this an issue 
before the people of Oklahoma. He asked to be reelected on that 
issue, and they voted him down. Neither the governor of Okla- 
homa asked for it, nor have the people of Oklahoma, in a direct 
issue made in the a seconded this demand from Oklahoma. 

Several days ago the question was asked by the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] of the Senator from Kansas [Mr. 
PEF¥ER] whether he thought that in any period of the world there 
had been any such progress made as had been made during the 
last forty-two years in the State of Kansas; and I believe it was 
agreed here practically that in the development of wealth and 
populationand resources and all that goes to make a State great and 
prosperous there really had been no such development during the 
period of forty-two years as had taken — in Kansas. ButI want 
to say that, from my knowledge of Oklahoma, from what the gov- 
ernor says about it, from some little personal observation of it, 
comparing the time of seven dayne since the establishment of the 
Territory of Oklahoma with the forty-two years since Kansas was 
first made a State, the progress, the development in wealth, in 
population, in resources, in ability to take care of themselves far 
surpass that of Kansas or any other instance in American or in 
the world’s history. 

That may be stating it pretty strongly, Mr. President, but I 
believe it. I believe that never in the history of civilization has 
there been a development within seven years’ time of any portion 
of the globe that has resulted in the same pro, , the same 
development, the same advancement toward wealth, which have 
occurred in Oklahoma, where it is asked that this law shall he 
applied. 

t presume there have been petitions in the House. There have 
been none here. 

Now, Mr. President, a single other word. It is an ungracious 
thing to oppose a farmer, an agriculturist, a settler, in any de- 
mand that he may make. I may repeat what I said when I was 
on my feet the other day, that I think I have respect for the 
pioneer and sympathy with the pioneer fully equal to that of some 
of the people who live nearer to him. I think I may go further 
and say that I am as — of the development of this country 
which has been wrought by the people who since its settlement have 
taken up the march of civilization toward the West as any man 
living in that part of the country. 

And I may say another thing, that while the West, or some por- 
tions of the West, or some ple in the West, as frequently illus- 
trated on this fioor, think that something is to be gained for that 
section of the country by sneering at the East, by throwing accu- 
sations in the face of Senators and Representatives who come from 
the East, I have never heard any Eastern Senator making any 
such accusations with regard to the West. I have never known 
an Eastern Senator or an Eastern Representative who had any 
prejudice for the population of the West. Weregard them as our 
own kith and kin. We know that the influences which built up 
the magnificent territory of the West, that new empire of the 
earth, hadits home and its developmentin the East; and we regard 
the Western settlers, the pioneers, the men who have developed 
the resources and the enterprise and the wealth and the strength 
of the West, as members of our own family, and we are sorry to 
see them at any time so far forget their origin as to feel that they 
gain anything by taunting the people in the section from which 
they came. It is no use to the West to have an army or a navy; 
it is no object to the West to spend any money on rivers or har- 
bors; it is all for the East. 

Mr. President, 1 had not supposed that this was a sectional coun- 
try. Ihaveneversince [have been a Senator cast a vote with refer- 
ence to what I supposed was a sectional measure or a measure in- 
volving sectional interest pending before the Senate. I dislike to 
hear this talk about sectionalism, about the West and its interests 
being opposed to those of the East, and the East and its interests 
being opposed to those of the West. I believe that I have a mind 
and a heart »road enough to recognize and take in every section of 
this country in my admiration and in my love. 

It is quite time, Mr. President, that we cease taunting one 
another about the section of the country from which we come and 
in which we live. This is one country, thank God, from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific, and what helps the West helps the East and 
what helps the East helps the West. It is a common country, 
and a Western man can no more divorce his interest from the East 
than the Eastern man can divorce his interest from the West. 
The Northern man can no more divorce his interest from the South 
than the Southern man can divorce his interest from the North. | 
There is no measure which is calculated to help any section of 
this country but helps the entire coor 

Let us get rid of this sectionalism, Mr. President. Let us get 
rid of this sectional prejudice. For one, if I should be permitted 
to remain in the Senate, it will be a great provocation, to say the | 
least, which makes me so far forget that I am a citizen of the 


United States and that all the citizens of the United States are 
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my brethren as to retort in kind whenever an attack is mado 
upon the East. 

I did not intend to make any remarks beyond what I made the 
other day upon 2 bill. Ihave no doubt there are many 
people who have taken up land under the homestead law wit) 
the obligation to pay at the end of five years who find it difficu|t 
and who, perhaps, will find it impossible to make the payment 
but there are others, Mr. President, who will achieve under thei: 
settlement what to some men seem a fortune, even if they pay 
for the lands the price which was stipulated. There has been no 
investigation; there is no discrimination. A man who has been 
successful is to receive this donation as much as the man who has 
been unfortunate. 

The point I make about it is that the homestead law has noth- 
ing to do with it. These lands have been acquired upon a condi- 
tion precedent, so far as the settlement is concerned. They have 
been acquired with the understanding that — were wanted for 
eee, and that the settlers would reimburse the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to ask the Senator a question. 

Mr. PLATT. I beg a for a moment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Curiron in the chair). The 
Senator from Connecticut declines to yield to the Senator from 
Nebraska. 

Mr. ALLEN. All right. 

Mr. PLATT. The Senators upon this floor who have seen the 
Government paying out its money for these lands, who have been 
familiar with these lands, or who ought to have been familiar with 
them, never intimated that the Government was paying too much 
money for them. They comein now and say that the Government 
has squandered its money in the purchase of them because the 
lands were good for nothing. But during all the time these pay- 
ments and purchases have urged upon Congress there has 
not been an indication that the Government was s paying for these 
lands beyond their real value. It was only in 1895 that the open- 
ing of the Nez Perces Reservation was made. We were told here 
that those lands were richly worth $3.75 an acre, and now they 
are classed with the arid lands on which nobody can get a living. 

The homestead question does not touch this. Free homes; land 
for the landless. Yes, as long as the Government has it to give 
to them, but not when the Government has got to buy it to give 
it tothem. There is the distinction. It seems that in the desire 
to benefit these people that distinction is wholly lost sight of. 

It was the proposition when these lands were purchased that we 
must buy them so as to afford an opportunity for settlement under 
these conditions. If the homestead act means that we must buy 
lands for people to settle upon as fast as the desirable lands are 
taken up, then the matter must go on as I suggested in reply to 
some inquiries of the Senator from Iowa. If it be the bounden 
duty of the Government to provide homes for the homeless and 
lands for the landless at whatever cost, then we can not stop with 
the Indian lands; we must buy other lands. That is the posi- 
tion which is taken here when you analyze it, that the Govern- 
ment must find lands for the landless and homes for the home- 


ess. 

Mr. TELLER. N aocnae® taken it except the Senator himself. 

Mr. PLATT. Thatis the logic of the position here. We bought 
these lands not to give a Nobody supposed that we bought 
them to give them away. e bought them upon the understand- 
ing that the Government was to be reim . 

ow, it is said that was a bad policy: that it was the Govern- 
ernment’s business to supply lands to the landless and homes to 
the homeless, and therefore it was ence poe that we should 
buy them and give them away. that is the policy, if there are 
no limitations, no qualifications to it, it must go on to the full ex- 
tent of the wildest doctrine of paternalism. The Government 
must support those who can not support themselves. The Govern- 
ment must furnish land to anyone who has not got it and who 
wants it and who is willing to live five years onit, and if the Gov- 
ernment has not got the land it must get it. 

Mr. ALLEN. ho makes that claim? 

Mr. PLATT. That isthe logic of the claim which is made here. 
Senators talk about its being a part of the principle of the home- 
stead law. Not at all. » 

I take the new case that is coming up for our consideration 
before we get through with the present session. Here is the 
Kiowa, Comanche, and Wichita Reservation. It lies west of the 
Chickasaw Reservation, and between that and Greer County, in 
Oklahoma, still farther west than where it is said these arid lands 
are which nobody can geta living on. Now, the proposition 1s 
that we shall put out $2,000,000 more of the Government’s money 
to get lands for the landless and homes for the homeless. Pretty 
soon some other Indian reservation lands will be wanted for 
settlers. Then the Government must buy them of the Indians 
and give them to ple who desire to e upon them, in order 
that there may be lands for the landless and homes for the home- 
less. There must be some limitation, Mr. President, upon that 
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rinciple; otherwise we have to go into the business of buying 
bade from private owners and donating them to individuals. 
The Senator from Colorado thinks we ought not to have paid 


he Indians an ; that the land belongs—— 
; Mr. TELLER. I have never made any such statement at all. 

Mr. PLATT. Well, Mr. President, the Senator from Colorado, 
like myself, = excited sometimes in —— 

Mr. TELLER. I never get enough excited to make that state- 
ment. 
mir, PLATT. If I did not misapprehend the Senator from Col- 
orado, I understood him to say in effect that the Indians had no 
title to these lands, that the Government ought not to have paid 
for them, that the Government could not have given them any 
title which they claimed, and did not give them any title to the 
lands which they claimed. I heard him, I think, refer to his own 
State of Colorado, in which he said that although the Government 
paid the Indians for the title the Indians had no title; that the Gov- 
ernment could not give them any title. 

Mr. TELLER. If the Senator from Connecticut will allow me, 
I said that in Colorado the case was different from that in the 
other section. We took that country from Mexico, which did not 
recognize any burden of Indian occupation. Now, what I said 
was that the title was in the United States, subject, of course, to 
the embarrassment of the Indian occupation. I never have inti- 
mated that the Government of the United States should not have 
paid them something. But when the Senator puts this upon the 
ground that we bought the land as we would buy it of him, that 
is not correct. The Government all the time had a title, as he 
knows. 

Mr. PLATT. If the Senator will look at the remarks which he 
made when the manuscript is handed him this evening, he will 
find that in his zeal—— 

Mr. TELLER. I will leave it just as it is. 

Mr. PLATT. He will find that in his zeal he went even to the 
extent of saying that the public land of the United States belonged 
to the white people. 

Mr. TELLER. No,I did not. I said “the people.” 

Mr. PLATT. Well, meaning the white people. He said that 
it belonged to the ple who wanted to settle upon it; that they 
had a right to settle upon it; and he will find that the unmistak- 
able inference of his language was that the white ple were 
entitled to the lands which were occupied by the Indians if the 
white people wanted them for settlement; that it did the Indians 
no good, and that the Indians had no right to claim large tracts 
and bodies of land when tlie white people wanted them for settle- 
ment. I thought as I was listening to that statement that the 
me from Colorado would hardly, in his cooler moments, abide 

y it. 

Mr. TELLER. If the Senator will allow me, I should like to 
state what my theory is upon that point, and then he may dilate 
on it as he sees fit. 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Connect- 
icut yield to the Senator from Colorado? 

Mr.PLATT. Certainly. 

_Mr. TELLER. My theory as to the public land is that the pub- 
lic land belonging to the United States nominally belongs to the 
people of the United States; that the Government holds it in trust; 
and that any man, without reference to his color or anything else, 
if he is a citizen of the United States, has a right to occupy a cer- 
tain limited amount of the public domain under proper regula- 
tions. Ido not think the Government of the United States has 
the legal power to set aside a great tract of country and say it 
shall never beoccupie@. I donot say that the Government should 
not have paid the Indians something for this shadowy title. Isa 
they should have extinguished any title that they had sevdgnined. 
If they paid too much for it, that is another question. 

In my twenty years of public service I have never been for de- 
spoiling the Indian, and the Senator knows that as well as any- 
body on this floor; he knows I have always insisted that the Gov- 
ernment should keep its contracts with the Indians; that if it was 
an unfortunate contract it still should keep it; but if it made a 
contract that was bad, it had noright to shoulder the unfortunate 
contract on the a of the country, who, in my judg- 
ment, were entitled to this land if they end occupy it. 

Mr. PLATT, _ Well, Mr. President, I do not know whether we 
made bad Nereis or not. I have no right to speak of the repre- 
sentations made by members of the other House, but I know that 
Senators residing in the vicinity—perhapsin the States—where we 

ve opened these reservations, when the proposition came here 
that the Government should make the appropriations to pay for 
the lands, have never lifted their voices to say that it was not a 
fair price paid for the lands. 1 think even the Senator from Col- 
orado at last acceded to the purchase of the Cherokee Outlet. I 
do not think that any Senator here, knowing the property, know- 
In h ~ a Pp pe: ty, 
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That is what I object to, Mr. President. I bélieve in lands for 
the landless and homes for the homeless, furnished under the home- 
stead law, sofar as it can be done. But I donot believe in buying 
lands from Indians, from individuals or syndicates, to give them 
away because of the homestead act. 

That is all the objection I have made here. I have said that 
this has been perfectly understood from the first; that it was un- 
derstood when these payments were made and these lands were 
opened that the Government was to be reimbursed; that we have 
had no evidence here that as to any considerable portion of the 
— who have taken up homesteads they can not comply with 

e terms upon which they were taken up; that both in the open- 
ing of the lands, so far as getting them from the Indians and open- 
ing them to settlement was concerned, and in the very settlement 
of the lands themselves, there was a contract with the Govern- 
ment which ought to be observed if the parties are able to observe 
it, and which, if it is to be relinquished, ought to be not by whole- 
sale, not by sweeping in all ceded reservations, whatever their 
character and whatever the character of their lands, but relin- 
quished upon some wise understanding, upon evidence, upon facts 
as to those cases in which it is proper to relinquish it. do not 
know why a man who under these acts acquired 160 acres of land 
in the eastern portion of the Cherokee Outlet, which he can sell 
the moment he gets his patent for from $15 to $20 an acre, should 
have the price that he agreed to pay relinquished to him. 

Mr. TELLER. They can not do it. 

Mr. PLATT. I do not say that all of them can; but I believe 
we were told there were sections there that were worth $50 an acre; 
and I believe there aremany holdings in the eastern portion of the 
Cherokee Outlet that could easily be sold for from $10 to $15 and 
$20 an acre. 

That is not right, Mr. President. If it be right to extend relief 
to some m who has gone out to the semiarid regions, who has 
gone out too far and got lands that he can not pay for and that he 
can never get a living upon, there should be some discrimination. 
You can not determine whether this ought to be done by the four 
words “land on ceded reservations.” at is not a test by which 
. determine it ought in justice and fairness and equity to be 

one. 

Referring again to the Nez Perces Reservation, I understand, 
and I think I am not mistaken about it, that that land is very 
valuable agricultural land, opened only a year ago to settlement. 
The proposition is that because valuable land happened to come 
from a ceded Indian reservation the persons who have taken up 
that land in this way, with the understanding that they were to 
pay for it, shall be relieved from the payment just as much as if 
they were living in a sod house on the very western portion of the 
Great Sioux Reservation, where the rains never fall and where no 
human being, as it is said, can get a living by agriculture. 

There is nothing in the principle of the homestead act, in the 
idea of land for the landless and homes for the homeless, of sym- 
pathy with the struggling pioneer, of admiration for the charac- 
ter of the men who are building up the great West, or in the fact 
that these lands come from ceded Indian reservations purchased 
with the money of the Government for the sake of opening them, 
which justifies the enactment of this wholesale policy. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, this bill, it strikes me, is too 

eneral in its character. When it came to us from the House of 

epresentatives it related only to the lands in the Territory of 
Oklahoma. Now it seems to be extended to all lands that have 
been hitherto ceded to the United States by the Indians, and when 
ceded hereafter without special provision, of course it will apply 
to them. 

Ido not agree with the Senator from Connecticut in what is 
implied at least by his remarks, that when we buy lands from an 
Indian tribe the United States is bound to recoup the cost of the 
purchase price of the lands from the actual settlers. 

The Senator from Connecticut says that there is no claim that 
we have paid too much for extinguishing the Indian titles. Mr. 
President, I believe we have paid too much for many of them, and 
I think the Senator from Connecticut knows of at least one or 
two recent purchases, including these in the Territory of Okla- 
homa, where we paid far beyond the amount which should have 
been paid to the Indian tribes which claimed the lands. But, as 
I understand this question of the acquisition of the Indian title, 


it is that we pay for them so much or so little as wil! enable us 
to acquire the territory we seek to obtain. Therefore, I think 
that the question of price should be segregated from the question 
of what we should do with those lands after they have been pur- 


chased from the Indians. 

As [ understand the situation as to many of these tribes, we 
have paid too much for the land. I undertake to say that we 
have paid far too much for the 9,000,000 acres which were pur- 
chased from the Sioux tribe in South Dakota. Those 9,000,000 
acres of land which were acquired from the Sioux tribe are worth 
nothing for agricultural purposes without irrigation, and it will 
be difficult to irrigate them. That land may be of some value, 
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and is of some value, for pasturage purposes; and yet it is treated 
in this bill as though it was agricultural land. 

I made this inquiry because the Senator from Colorado seems to 
dwell upon the idea that it makes no difference if we are giving 
$35,000,000 which belongs to the Treasury by the passage of this 
bill. Mr. President, I do not know the character, and I regret 
that we have not information showing us the character, of each 
one of the reservations which are embraced within the policy of 
this bill. Ido not find the information in the majority report. 

The Senator from Connecticut says that the land in the Nez 
Perces Reservationis worth $3.75 an acre. That is what we paid 
for it. I have no doubt, without any special knowledge of the 
subject, that that sum is less than it is worth. Many of the 
Indian reservations have been scaled down from time to time b 
the encroachments of settlements upon them from the east an 
from the west, and all around them. For one, I do not believe we 
are obliged to pay the Indians a high price for the lands, whether 
it be $3.75 an acre or any other sum, and then leave it open to the 
scramble of the men who may live near the reservations who can 
first get upon them and take them as homesteads. I am perfectly 
willing, so far as the settlers are concerned who have gone upon 
those lands under the authority of law, who have promised to pay 
for them but can not pay for them, and who wish to retain their 
settlement and occupation of them, to relieve them so far as we 
can without regard to the promise that they have made, but I do 
not like to go into this wholesale business of releasing all lands, 
whether they be in close proximity to cities or towns in Oklahoma 
or in other Territories or States of this Union, thereby having 
acquired a value of forty or fifty dollars, or it may be an. 
acre. 

i shall, however, vote for this bill. Before we have finished the 
discussion the Senator from Colorado will, perhaps, think I will 
not. But 1 think, as it stands, it is too general in its character, 
and that it ought to be so limited as that it will apply exclusively 
to settlers on agricultural lands who have gone there and at- 
tempted to make homes, but who have been unable to pay for 
their homes, and not to those who have speculated in homes within 
a mile or two of what may have hitherto been prosperous cities in 
Oklahoma or elsewhere. 

The Senator from Connecticut says that there is a policy about 
this bill. Iam glad tohear both the Senator from South Dakota, 
who is in charge of the bill, and the Senator from Colorado sa, 
there is no policy init. I want, asone Senator, if I remain in th 
body, and while I do remain here, to deal with each Indian reser- 
vation, the price paid for it, and what we shall do with it at the 
time the question properly arises, and not now bind myself by 
law to a policy respecting it. 

As to the original policy of the homestead law, I see the vener- 
able father of that law listening to this debate in the Senate. 
What was its original scope and object, as explained in the House 
of Representatives? It was that the lands, which were far distant 
from the settled portions of our country, should be opened to those 
who might seek them, whether living upon our shores or coming 
to us from abroad, to build up homes and communities. When 
the homestead law passed, in my State there was not a farmer 
who lived within 100 miles of the Mississippi River who could 
secure for his crops a sufficient price to pay for their transporta- 
tion from his home to the river, which was his only way to market. 
Therefore our people thought the object of the homestead law and 
its policy at that time was that the new prairie States should be 
opened to settlement. thereby inducing the occupation of that vast 


section, and also inducing railways and other tation 
companies to reach their homes to take away their products. 
That has been the policy of the homestead law from that time to 


this. 

Ido not think, however, that in its proper scope that law embraces 
the idea that all lands of the United States which have been taken 
in close proximity to cities and towns, and are used and held by 
speculators for speculative purposes, shall be relinquished to them 
because of their purchase. Therefore, while I am willing for one 
to relinquish, so far as the United States can relinquish, to these 
homestead settlers the price they have — to pay, I dislike 
exceedingly to vote for a sweeping bill which is to apply to all 
lands acquired from Indian tribes, whether worth 50 cents or 
whether worth $50 an acre. 

As to the provision which we are told has been inserted in the 
Indian appropriation bill for the purchase of certain Indian lands, I 
have nospecial knowledge; but I venture the statement that they are 
not worth one-half of the price named in that bill. Every man who 
enters upon those lands hereafter and tries to secure a ho 
unless he can secure it by means of irrigation, will only find him- 
self, as the people of western Kansas in many instances found 
themselves some years ago, starving because of the impossibility 
of raising grain or farm products upon those lands. 

What I object to in this bill is its sweeping nature. By the 
striking out of one or two words in the bill which came to us it is 
made to apply not only to Oklahoma, but to sweep over the entire 


territory of the United States, without accurate knowledge cer- 
Seyeereneeee the Senate—the committee possess it, but 
they have not furnished it to us—of what is the value of those 
lands which were recently or remotely ceded to the United States, 

I have said what I know of the Sioux Reservation. The lands 
already taken up as homesteads on the Sioux Reservation are not 
only unfit for homesteads, but a unfit for an except 
grazing purposes. Therefore it is holding out a hope to those 
people that we are giving them hom , whereas we are not 

iving them homesteads; and for one, I want to protest against it, 

shall vote for this bill against the idea that I am voting out of the 
Treasury $35,000,000, or one-half of it, or more than one-third of it 
for those lands, but I do not like to vote, I will state frankly, for a 
bill so sweeping in its character. I shall therefore move to amend 
the bill, in line 5 of section 1, in lieu of the words stricken out, ‘‘in 
the Territory of Oklahoma,” to insert “ prior to the of this 
act.” So that we at least shall know that this proposed law will 
not include lands hereafter acquired. 

Mr. TELLER. The Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] will see, 
if he will think for a moment, that it is impossible to with 
these cases individually. You can not go to work and select from 
the people who are on the ground those who can and those who 
can not afford to pay That would be an impracticable and an 
impossible thing. If you grant relief at all, you must grant it in 
a general way. It is very possible and very probable that some of 
this land oma be made profitable at the price fixed and that some 
of the people who have gone upon it can pay for it. When you 
speak in general terms, you do not mean that there may not be 
exceptions; and I want to disabuse the mind of the Senator from 
Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] who has out of the Chamber, or 
that of any other Senator, from any impression they may get from 
anything I have said that there can not be farms made upon this 
aridland. There can be farms made wu that land, and most of 
the men who have gone on the land and are there now will event- 
ually, if they are allowed to remain, make homes, and good Ameri- 
can homes. 

There is not time now to go into a discussion of what may be 
done upon arid land, but I may say in a moment that I live in a 
section of country the most aridof any in the United States; at 
least in my State there is a point where there is less rainfall than 
in any other place in the United States. I can show tke Senator 
from Iowa one of the finest orchards he ever saw which has been 
made with water falling only the first year that the trees were put 
out; but I should have to tell the Senator that it is land that every 


week in the season, from early in the spring—and our springs are 
early and our falls late-—from early in spring until late in the 
fall every acre of that land has to be plowed and harrowed once 


a week. In that way crops can be raised upon these arid lands. 
But think of the labor of a man who raises 15 or 20 bushels of corn, 
who must cultivate his corn day in and day out systematically. 
In that way even in the arid on & man may raise a crop. 

This is not an arid region of which weare ing; it is a semi- 
arid region, capable of being converted into agricultural land by 
the industry, the diligence, the skill, and the intelligence of the 
settler; but it is of that character which requires the utmost labor, 
the utmost skill, the utmost intelligence, and the utmost diligence, 
and I have felt that when you attempt to build up a community 
in a country like that, it is unfair for the Government to exact 
from the settlers day in and — out the little earnings that they 
could get by such diligence and such zeal. If any man will go 
over that country and see what it costs to settle it, he will think 
thatthe people have got the land very dearly, that have taken 
it only because the better regions of the country have settled, 
and because the best land is now they are the inferior. 

Mr. President, we did not bu lands; we extinguished the 
Indian occupation and the Indian title, but the land all the time 
remained in the United States. I will admit with the Senator 
from Connecticut and the Senator from Iowa that in some in- 
stances we paid the Indians more than we should have paid; but 
it was better that we should have paid them than that we should 
stand before the public in the position of taking from them, with- 
out their consent, that which we had nominally accorded to them 
and as belonging to them. 

Take the of the millions of acres of the Cherokees. 
We had given to the Cherokees a title which they claimed to be 
an absolute title. We had made a deed, a patent, to them unlike 
that granted in any other section of the country. There was 4 
title which we were bound to respect, and they were the owners 
in fee of that land, subject only to this limitation, that when they 
abandoned it, it became the property of the United States and not 
the property of the State in which it would have been located. 
They demanded of us an extortionate sum; there is no doubt 
about that; but I was in favor of paying it. I have said that two 
or three or four million dollars is as nothing com with kee 
ing the public faith. You said to the Indians, ‘* is your land; 
we will give it to you for all time; we give you a patent for it; we 
make you a deed.” In addition to that we said to this tribe of 
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Indians, ‘‘ No aa shall go ee of your reservation; for all 
; e will keep that country o you.” 
tir. President, the State whieh Tin represent was included 
in that semigrant. We took that land away from the Indians, we 
filled it up with people, we ee the game, we destroyed the 
Indians’ opportunity of living in the manner they had been living 
and in the manner they desire tolive. When they came here an 
said, “ We want a dollar and a quarter an acre,” ew that price 
was extortionate. We did not want it for homesteaders, but I 
said, “It is better to pay that — and I would m rather 
have the Government of the Uni States pay $20,000,000 than 
to have the people of the world say, ‘‘ You have repudiated an 
honest obligation that you made with these semidependent_na- 
tions.” How did we pay it? We made a treaty with the Indian 
tribes. We have extinguished their title and paid more than the 
land was worth, and we will continue in all such cases to pay 
more because of the improvident manner in which we proceeded 
to legislate in the sy days. It is one of the taxes and burdens 
put upon us because of our lack of ag oa care and proper atten- 
tion when we rec their title to the 2,000,000 acres that they 
say we areto payfor. It is better to pay the Kiowa and Comanche 
Indians than to have the Indians and other — say we are 
despoiling and robbing them. There is in the eoqeorsie. 
tion bill $2,000,000 to be paid to the Turtle Mountain Band of 
Indians, now amounting to some 2,500 or 3,000, when originally 
there were but 220 or 230 Indians, the number having been in- 
creased by the accretion from other tribes or sections. Those 
people have no title whatever to that land. Every particle of title 
the Chippewas ever had to that land has been extinguished, and 
yet all through the United States there is a great mass of our 
ple who believe that these Indians have been despoiled. So ins 
as that sentiment prevails it will be better for us to pay a a 
sum to the Indians than to have the people believe we are despoil- 
ing our wards and robbing them. 

We have the Indians outside of the Five Civilized Tribes prac- 
tically on our hands. We made a treaty with the Ute Indians in 
Colorado—a most important treaty—in 1880, by which we said, 
“We we will support you until you become self-supporting.” 
Mr. President, they will never be self-supporting. They are no 
nearer self-support now than they were sixteen years ago, and yet 
they are occupying the very cream of the land of that State, the 
very heart of it, the very best of it. I would not despoil them; I 
would not take it away from them; but I would pay them for it 
if they would cede it to us, so that the citizens of our country 
might go upon it and make homes. 

Ihave noticed what the Senator from Connecticut has said about 
an attack upon the East. His words were evidently leveled at 
me. Because I had said that the East received benefits from the 
Government that we of the West did not; because I had said that 
we in the West have stood for everyting that the East demanded, 
the Senator charges that I am making an attack upon the East. 
Mr. President, during twenty years of public life I have never 
failed to respond to any demand from any section of my country 
that I believed to be just and right. I have had no feeling of sec- 
tionalism, and there is none whatever in my portion of the country. 
As the Senator said, we are the children of the East. Wehave not 
forgotten our origin. We have left behind us more relatives and 
friends in the neighborhoods from which we went than we have 
in the land to which we have gone; we are as dearly connected 
with the East—and the extreme East—many of us, as the people 
who live there. All their associations of the past are ours, all 
their reputation and their glory are ours, but we do feel sometimes 
that you in the East have not realized that we are encountering 
obstacles which you upon the coast do not encounter, that we are 
away from the great avenues of trade, and that when you ask us 
to appropriate money for rivers in Maine, in Massachusetts, and 
in other sections on the Atlantic Coast, it is not for our benefit, 
except, as I agree with the Senator, that whatever is for the benefit 
of the East is likewise for the benefit of the West. 

_i wish, Mr. President, that I could feel in my heart that at all 
times in the East that Sareg wee responded to as I believe we 
have responded to it in the West. I wish thatthe East would 
always feel that what is the interest of the West is the interest of 
the East. But we have had reasons sometimes to think that the 
East did not appreciate that fact, and sometimes when we knew 
that we had responded to every patriotic demand, and when we 
have seen benefits withheld from us, we have felt that it was not 
through prejudice, but ignorance of our condition and ignorance 
of our wants. That is all I meant to say. When you have asked 
us for coast-defense appropriations, you have found the entire 
West at your back; when he have asked us for ships, when you 
have asked us for river and harbor improvements, you have always 
found us —— for them. 

This bill is of vast interest to the West; it is of vast interest to 
a class of people who ought to be entitled, I repeat, to the sym- 
pathy of the American people; it is in the interest of a class of 
people who lie very near at least to my heart if they do not to the 


hearts of other Senators; it is in the interests of the men who have 
carried the nw oe civilization and morality and religion in the 
West, and who have built up those great Commonwealths. These 
are the men who have built up Kansas and Nebraska, and, hav- 
ing been unfortunate, left those States where land had become too 
high for them and emigrated to the newer regions. They are the 
pioneers; they are the men who have made farms in other States 


and failed. ey may be failures, but they are American citi- 
zens, and they are American citizens; and if the Government 
relinquishes to them a few dollars an acre it is a paltry sum, and 
the Government will get back thousands and thousands of dollars 
where it has expended one, 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the Senator from Colorado if he has 
in mind any specific ihstance where the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts has failed to support any desire of the Western people for 
their advantage? 

Mr. TEL Well, Mr. President, I should not care to go into 
any specific charge, for I am not making any. , I only said that 
sometimes we felt that they did not appreciate our condition. I 
have no complaint to make of any Senator or of any section of the 
ome oe what I have said. 

Mr. HOAR. I understood the Senator to say that when the 
West had done everything that the East desired in the way of 
rivers and harbors, and ships and coast defenses, the East had 
failed to understand the conditions in the West—through ignor- 
ance, he was kind enough to say, but not through malice or prej- 
udice—and I want to knowif there is any specific instance in his 
mind in reference to my own State? 

Mr. TELLER. I do not recall any reference to Massachusetts, 
and if I did, I should not_care to detail it. I want to say, in 
explanation of that statemeht, which may seem peculiar, that the 
Senators who ig gro the West are, with rare exceptions, not 
Western born. I have served now in the Senate and in another 
capacity in public life for twenty years; I have known the men 
who represented the West, and very largely they have been men 
born east of the Alleghany Mountains. ey are familiar with 
the East; they go and they come. There is not a Senator in the 
West who does not every year go to the East. Your coasts of 
Maine and Massachusetts are as familiar to us as is the interior. 
Not so with the Senators from the East. They rarelycome toour 
section of the country. I have sat in this Chamber with men for 
years who had never been west of Chicago, who absolutely knew 
nothing about the great West; who have no comprehension of its 
great population and its great wealth; and that may be the rea- 
son—I do not pretend to say that it is owing to sectionalism or 
prejudice—but they are unacquainted with our wants; and as we 
men from the West are pretty aggressive, active, and pushing in 
matters that we believe to be in the interests of our section of the 
country, it may be they have come to think that perhaps we are 
Somnethioen unduly making demands upon them. It is not worth 
while for us to bandy words. I agree with the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts that the great West and the great East are so closely 
linked together with the center, that what is the interest of one is 
the interest of all; and upon that I think I can stand upon my 
record in the Senate. Noman can accuse me of ever having voted 
against any Eastern interest because it was an Eastern interest, if 
he can find that I ever voted against an Eastern interest at all, 
which I think he would have a great deal of difficulty in doing. 

Mr. President, I have said a great deal more about this question 
than I intended to say, but I have said it because, as I said before, 
the interests of these people lie very close tome. They are notin 
my State, but they are the classof men with whom I have been in 
contact now for more than a generation. For nearly forty years 
I have been coming in contact with the men who broke the prairie 
sod and made the settlement of the West. When all the history 
shall. be written, when the truth shall be told, it will be seen that 


there was never a better class of men than the men who have done 
this great work and built up those great States. They may be 
called by hard names in political campaigns; but there is as much 
atriotism, as much love of country, as much love of God and 
aw in the West as there is in any part of this country of ours. 


It is for that class of men, unfortunate and now in distress, that 
I have appealed to the Senate in the way I have. 

Mr. President, if my zeal has led me to say what I ought not 
to have suid, I shall regret it, and yet I believe that I have not 
told one-half of the truth, nor haveI presented this case as it ought 
to be presented to the American people. If it could be presented 
we would have got the full verdict of the people, as [ claim we did 
when the two conventions declared for this princi)! 


und for this 
law. I believe that if this question were submitted to the Amer- 
ican people there would not be any question as to what they would 
do. Whey would say, ‘‘ These hardy sons of toi! are entitled to the 
mere pittance of $2.50 an acre; take it, and make your home a fit 
place upon which to rear American citizens, a fit place for an 
American citizen, an American freeman, to live.” 
Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, this is a proposition to give 


free homes to certain classes of persons now occupying the land 
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and to those who may hereafter occupy similar lands—necessarily 
80. What were the circumstances under which those lands were 
occupied? - Before discussing that, let us see what the homestead 
law was intended for. 

The senior Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLIson] touched upon 
the truthful point in regard to homesteads. The homestead meas- 
ure was introduced at a time when there were millions and hun- 
dreds of millions of acres of unoccupied lands in the West. 
Practically the whole Western country was unoccupied. Born 
and reared in the county in Missouri where I now reside, I have 
some knowledge of the Western country. I have traversed Kan- 
sas when there was scarcely a white man within its borders. 
Here was an invitation given to the people of the United States 
to immigrants from every nation and clime, to come here an 
occupy those lands. They were invited to make homes on the 
lands, and they were told that when they had complied with those 
laws they should have title. 

Now, was that law enacted or was it ever intended to apply to 
lands which were surrounded by walls of homes and firesides, as 
these lands are—the wall in Kansas, le living right down to 
the berder; the wall in Missouri. pounte ievinds right to the border? 
Was it ever intended to apply to lands which we bought, lands 
for which we obligated ourselves to pay, and lands for which we 
shall have to pay? The homestead law was never intended for 
any such tracts of land as those embraced in the pending bill. It 
is a perversion of the object and purpose of that law to undertake 
to make it applicable to such lent. 

These lands were not made subject to entry and disposition 
under the general land laws. They were not public lands in the 
true sense of the word. They were nog opened to settlement under 
the generallaw. They were opened to settlement under a specific 
law. That law was advertised. The result of it was that ten 
times as many people as could secure land stood there in a great 
wali, ready torush over and make the grab. What was the result? 
I willread a letter which I have received from one of the men who 
made the struggle for a home and hear what he says. He is there, 
and knows the situation: 


We trust that you and Senator VEstT will not vote for the unjust free-home 
bill. Thisisa Teng county and is settled by many Missourians. It isa fact 
that not more one in five of the citizens from Missouri got a homestead. 

he other four either settled in towns on the “Strip” or else returned to 

issouri. 
a good farm for $2.50 per acre. It is this way: Some 2,500 voters from Mis- 
souri made the run for homesteads in one county in Oklahoma, but of these 
only 500 men got claims. The other 2,000 either settled in little towns here 


or returned to Missouri. Will you make a present of $400 apiece to only such 


of the men in this county from Missouri who obtained homes—for you do 
this when you the free-home bill—and not give one cent tothe other 2,000 
men who failed to get farms? They all were at great angoane. and they got 
nothing who failed to get farms. Even the citizens heredo not expect to get 
free homes. It is a movement of local politicians who expect to get office by 
this agitation. There have never been 100 voters at a free-home meet 
here on the “Strip.” They expect to pay for their homes. If you give 
give it to all in towns and on farms. 


Mr. TELLER. Will the Senator from Missouri give the name 
of his correspondent? 

Mr. COCKRELL. No, sir; I will not give his name. I will 
not subject him to the harsh criticism of the few men who are 
pressing this measure. It would not be just todoit. I know 
the gentleman personally, and he is an honorable and truthful 
man. The Senator from lowa knows him, too. 

Mr. President, where has the demand come from? These peo- 
ple settled upon those lands. They made the race forthem. It 
was a struggle, a fearful struggle, and a contest. They wanted 
to take the lands at the terms upon which they were offered. They 
were lucky; they were fortunate. Some of them have splendid 
homes, as good as there are in any State of this Union, for there 
are agricultural lands in that section of the country just as — 
as you will find in Iowa or Illinois. Yet those settlers got them 
for $2.50 an acre, and we now propose to release them from the 
payment of it and turn around and make the men in Missouri and 
elsewhere, who failed to get homes, pay $2.50 an acre for these 
lands for which we are bound to reimburse the Indians. Where 
is the justice, where is the equality, where is the honesty in any 
such measure? 

I have as much sympathy for those people as has any Senator 
upon this floor, for an immense number of them were formerly 
citizens of my State; but shall I vote to tax the 2,000 Missourians 
who tried to get homes in Oklahoma and failed, and who came 
back after having incurred expense and delay, and after having 
expended their labor, in order to give free homes to the 500 who 
were su in securing them? I can not see the justice of it. 
I wish I could help these people. I have as much sympathy for 
those who are unable to pay for their homes as has anyone on this 
floor, and I have equal sympathy for the hundreds, at least, if not 
thousands, of men in Missouri who have gone to the land office 
and paid $1.25 an acre in cash for their homes, have settled upon 
them, have borrowed money for the purpose of making homes, 
and have been unsuccessful by reasons of failure of crops and 
other contingencies against which they were not able to provide, 


Any of them would have been glad to have had the chance to get’ 





and whose homes have been sold from under them, and they have 
had to vacate. They have been unfortunate. Shall the be taxed 
to pay for homes for the comparatively few who went on Okla- 
homa? I can not see the justice of it. Ican not see whyI should 
let my sympathy go out to the few farmers in Oklahoma who have 
been unfortunate to the extent of imposing burdens for their ben- 
efit upon the equally meritorious and honest citizens of Missouri 
and other States who have been unfortunate and who have lost 
their homes. 

You make no distinction. Whereis the justice of that? There 
is aman who got 160 acres of land which to-day he can sell for 
twenty-five or thirty dollars an acre, and here is another man who 
got too far west, got into the semiarid region—this is not all sem- 
arid land—got where it was probably too sandy or toorocky. He 
undertook to make a home, and he failed. ow, shall the man 
with the 160 acres of rich land, as fertile as any in the Mississip)j 
Valley, be given the 160 acres of land and all the people of the 
United States be taxed to pay for it, simply because you want to 
benefit an unfortunate one? Discriminations can be made. If 
sympathy is the cause, let sympathy run only where it is deserved, 
You can make distinctions, 1 beg to say, by a proper commission. 
The matter can be adjusted and there can be relief where it prop- 
erly belongs, and not for the enrichment of the rich. There is an 
easy way. The Government has power, by a commission or other- 
wise, to distinguish between the meritorious, the just, and the 
deserving, and those who are not. 

There are plenty of men occupying these lands to-day who are 
as rich as one-third of the Senators upon this floor. Shall they be 
given free homes? Shall they be given this privilege and the 
whole people be taxed to reimburse the Indians? For reimburse- 
ment comes; it is inevitable. In addition you set a ns 
which in the future will make many honest men, who have paid 
for their homes in cash and lost them by reason of the failure of 
crops and other causes of that kind, believe that they ought to 
have their purchase money back; that they are just as much en- 
titled to have it refunded as these men are entitled to have the 
Government pay this money to the Indians and release them from 
their payments to the Government. 

Mr. President, as I said, I wish this were a case where I could 
honestly and conscientiously extend to the worthy and deserving 
my aid, but I can not vote for the pending bill. 

. STEWART. Mr. President, the letter which the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL] read does not a be entirely 
impartial. It leaves the impression that the writer is one of those 
who did not get any land, and he might look with some jealousy 
upon those who did. At all events, he does not take a broad 
view of the question. 

It is very probable that there are a few lucky ones who went to 
Oklahoma and got lands on which they can live. Those who were 
most fortunate in that Territory, however, were the first who 
went there, and who went there as homestead settlers. There are 
seven counties so settled in the best part of the Territory. Such 
persons were the fortunate ones. There may be some, a very few, 
who went there under the late purchase—— 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Will the Senator allow me for onemoment? 
The first settlers who went to Oklahoma were not required to pay 
for the lands. We opened up 2,000,000 acres of the best of it to 


om entry. 
Mr. STEWART. That is the way I understand it. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. And those persons are not included within 


the provisions of this bill. 

STEWART. are not included in this bill. They have 
their lands as hom settlers. It is making a very harsh dis- 
tinction between them and their neighbors who went farther west 
upon land the general character of which I know to be semiarid 
and requiri irrigation to get regular crops. There is an occa- 
sional year when they can get a crop, but asa rule the dry seasons 
far exceed the seasons of sufficient rain. Those people are in 4 
Investigating th questi nof irrigation along the line between that 
nv question of irrigation along the line between tha 
country and . Ihave been in and across that a. It 
is Page the same quality of land that is found on the Kansas 
side. People have great culty in living there. : 

But that is not the point about which I rose to speak. I wish 
again to call the attention of the Senate 0 ee of the 
homestead law, which have worked so ben y, and to protest 
against adopting a different rule now when the best lands are all 

e. There is a vast region of country within the boundaries of 
the United States that is unoccupied. It is called the arid region. 
‘The arid and the semiarid region comprises about two-fifths of 
the entire area of the United States. It would support millions of 
people if it could be reclaimed, but it generally requires a combi- 
nation of men and capital to bring in the water. It requires a 
different kind of cultivation—it requires a knowl of irriga- 
tion, which our — are a very rapidly. process of 
settlement must be slow. It is quite as important that that part 
of the country should be coouphed ne that any other part of our 





jand should be. It is a very fertile country, and when once re- 
claimed it will be a t addition to the wealth of this country. 
It is all we have, and we ought to apply to it the most liberal rules. 

I have been urged by people in that region to apply to Congress 
for appropriations to out irrigation. I have declined to 
undertake it, because it is not the kind of appropriation that Con- 
gress been accustomed to make. The people in that region 
feel that they have not had an equal chance with those who set- 
tled in the Mississippi Valley, where they could have a home. To 
make a discrimination now against Sa who are ne 
undertake the reclamation of the far West seems to me very dis- 
couraging. If anything can be done that will encourage those 
people, if anything can be done to lead them to open this eer 
which will be big ae we ees when reclaimed, Congress out to do 
it. By this harsh rimination against those who are trying to 
subsist upon the semiarid lands = will discourage others. It 
will prevent others from making the effort. If they believe that 
$1.50 or $1.25 per acre, or any other amount, is going to be de- 
manded, they will not contemplate undertaking enterprises which 
they might otherwise establish. But with a liberal policy on the 
part of the Government there would be great progress farther 


west. 

I think the principle of commencing now to make those who 
attempt to settle upon Western lands Ray for their lands, when we 
did not make peop e pay for lands in the Mississippi Valley, is bad 

olicy, and it will do great harm to the country, I think we will 
iss much more by discouraging them by this kind of parsimon 
than we would by continuing the policy that has done so muc 
good. There can be no doubt that the best policy the Govern- 
ment can pursue is to enco people to occupy this vast area 
of land, which, when reclaimed, be equal to any on earth. 
The undertaking is great. It is very discouraging. en go there 
and return because they are unable to construct the works neces- 
sary to make it possible to live. Do not throw any discourage- 
ments in their way. Suppose a few of the men who went on the 
Oklahoma lands should get good lands. They would only get 
what their neighbors got in greater quantities and immense abun- 
dance in the Middle States, where they were nearer the market. 

In these times it is very difficult for those who have lands to 
cultivate to raise enough money to pay for the land and support 
their families. It is almost an impossibility if the land is ever so 
good. They do not have the advantage of those living near the 
great cities, where they have a market. Transportation is high, 
the prices of agricultural ucts are extremely low, and there 
is no legislation pendin. increase the value of agricultural 
products. There is no daylight in the future. These men are 
suffering from year to year. I say do not let us attempt to extort 
money where money can not be paid. It seems to me cruel and 
unjust, and I ho e Senate will pass the bill as it came from the 
committee and show that there is a feeling of ee at least, 
toward those who are attempting almost an impossibility for poor 
men to accomplish. But in time, as —— increases, if the 
policy of the Goverunnth is liberal, there will be continual recla- 
mations of these lands, and finally we will add vastly to the power 
and wealth of this country. Let us continue the policy that has 
made great States and see if it can be applied so as to build up 
other great States in the far West. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I wish to say just a word in re- 
ply to the Senator from Connecticut ei ese and the Senator 

rom Missouri [Mr, CocKRELL]. I shall not-undertake to discuss 
se measure at any length, because I have done that to my satis- 
action. 

The Senator from Connecticut, when he refused to recognize 
my right to interrupt him, which was proper enough, was as 
an assertion which I desired at that time to correct. He sai 
that we obtained these particular lands under some condition 
precedent which did not apply to the contract under which the 
previous lands were acquired and given to homestead settlers. I 
do not think the Senator from Connecticut meant to assert any- 
thing of the kind, There may have been some ht difference 
in the terms of the contract, but we have acqui the title to 
every acre of land in this country which we have given to home- 
stead settlers by ee the Indian title and by purchasing 
the land and opening it to homestead settlement. 

Now, what difference, so far as concerns thelegal phase of the two 
transactions, is there between the method by which we acquired 
title to the millions of acres that were given away under the 
eral homestead law and the manner in which we acquired title to 
oa beg is ae whatever. The ee - hope 

is Government thirty-five years entered upon the policy o: 
extinguishing the Indian title to our lands, making them a part of 
the public domain, and opening the land to settlers, upon the theory 
that the development and settlement of the country, in adding to 
the aggregate wealth of the nation, would amply com te for 
any expense the nation was oe to in the acquisition of the lands. 
The same reasoning that applied to the enactment and the enforce- 
ment of the general homestead law of 1862 oe now to these 
lands, and there is not the slightest distinction in principle be- 
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tween the manner in which those different lands were acquired 
by the Government. 

I — with the Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEwartT] who has 
just taken his seat that the letter read by my honorable friend 
e Senator from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL] condemns the very 
witness he offers. The letter goes on to recite that twenty-five 
hunéred Missourians undertook to rush into Oklahoma Territory 
and acquire homesteads, as er hadarightto do. This man was 
one of the twenty-five hundred. His horse was not fast enough, 
possibly, or some misfortune may have overtaken him, and he did 
not succeed in getting a homestead. He was compelled to return 
to Missouri, or to go into one of the villages of Oklahoma, and he 
did not obtain the benefits of the act. 

He is, therefore, slightly envious of the 500 Missourians who 
did succeed, and because he was unfortunate in not obtaining a 
homestead such as he desired he wishes that the screws shall be 
put upon everyman who did obtain a homestead and who has been 
a victim of the drought which has afflicted that country for many 

ears. I have no doubt in my own mind that if the honorable 
mator’s correspondent had been successful in acquiring a home- 
stead, and drought had overtaken him and destroyed his crops, he 
would have been among the most clamorous of the inhabitants of 
the Territory for relief from the conditions which have been im- 
posed upon the settlers. 

Of course, Mr. President, you can go into some of the little 
towns and cities in Oklahoma and find men who have a pecuniary 
interest in defeating the homestead bill. It is a money-making 
transaction with them. They are shrewd, sharp men. They 
know how to write letters, and they beseech Senators and Mem- 
bers to defeat this measure, putting it upon high moral grounds 
in their letters, but designing, in fact, to profit financially them- 
selves by its defeat. There are not many of them, but there are 
some. Ihave received letters from Oklahoma and elsewhere, from 
hundreds of men whom I have known for years, some of whom I 
have known for thirty years or more, who are just as reliable as 
the correspondent of the Senator from Missouri or any other man, 
and they tell of conditions existing there that make it imperative 
upon the part of the Government to turn these lands over free to 
these settlers, or else it will be necessary for the Government to 
resume sion of the lands that the cattle kings may run their 
cattle over them and herd on them free of charge for generations 
to come. 

The Senator from Missouri was much concerned about his con- 
stituents being compelled to help pay for these lands. Mr. Presi- 
dent, we appropriate money by the millions and almost, I was 
going to say, by the hundreds of millions every year to subsidize 
steamship and railroad companies, and to throw into the rivers 
and harbors and creeks and obscure estuaries of this country. 75 
per cent of which is lost to the American people, upon the suppo- 
sition that we are promoting the general welfare of the nation and 
theinterest of all the people. We have given over $120,000,000 for 
the construction of railways, to bring the extreme East and West 
together, to hold the Union together at one time, and to develop 
the interior of the country, upon the supposition that the settle- 
ment of. the country following the railways would bring to the 
national wealth infinitely more than the Government would ex- 
pend in earns he the construction of the railways. I am not pre- 
— to say that the reasoning was altogether faulty, although I 

hink it was faulty in some respects. e give bounties and sub- 
sidies with liberal hand upon that supposition. And yet, Mr. 
President, when it comes to making the American home secure, 
which is the starting point of all prosperity and all permanency 
in this country, we hesitate and dawdle and dicker over a dollar 
or two an acre for arid land. 

What can make our institutions more secure, what can make 
American society more permanent and more enduring, than 
giving every man and every woman and child an opportunity to 
own and occupy a portion of the soil that they can conscientiously 
and truthfully say is their home? You can not make good citi- 
zens of tramps. You can not make good and permanent citizens 
of men who have no home. The hardships that these men and 
their wives and families will undergo incident to the settlement 
and development of this semiarid region will be a thousandfold 
worse and more onerous than the loss of the money the Govern- 
ment would sustain by giving them the opportunity. What is to 
become of them? Senatorssaytheymust pay. The Senator from 
Connecticut, like Shylock, is demanding the pound of flesh from 
these settlers. 

Mr: President, they have not the money to give. That is all 
there is to it. They went into this semiarid country with a few 
hundred dollars, constructed sod shanties and little cabins, broke 
a few acres of land, and made some other structural improve- 
ments, investing in most instances all they had and more than 
the land itself was worth. What is to become of the money they 
have invested in these lands, in homes, in stables, in fencing, and 
in breaking, if they are driven from them by the action of the 
Government? . All this will be lost, and the thousands and tens 
of thousands of persons who are inhabiting these semiarid homes 
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will be driven from them, and will be cast as a burden upon the 
balance of the nation. They must live; they must have an oppor- 
tunity to work. If they are wi , sir, to undergo the hardships 
incident to pioneer life in laying the foundation of great commu- 
nities that are to be, is it not wise policy for us to eucourage them 
to the extent of giving them the land as a foundation with which 
to begin? 

No, Mr. President; if the re of this nation in subsidizing 
railways and steamship companies and giving public money to 
improve rivers and harbors is a wise policy, it is infinitely more 
wise, as it is more just, to give to those who are struggling to 
establish a home an opportunity to do so without Gaatling any 
money from them. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. President, I should at this late hour refrain 
from offering further remarks on the pending mesure were it not 
for the fact that certain questions have arisen in the course of the 
discussion relative to a lack of information on the part of the 
Senate. 


The eminent Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. ViLas] suggested 
that this body was not in possession of sufficient evidence upon 
which to base action concerning the lands included in the ceded 
portions of the reservations. The Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLI- 
SON] to-day supplements that mgeies in a somewhat complain- 
ing manner by suggesting that it was the duty of the committee 
to furnish detailed information concerning each and every reser- 
vation included within the bill or to which its terms —— apply. 

This Government for many years has maintained and now has 
in operation at great expense a scientific department known as the 
Geological Survey, and as a subdivision of that Bureau certain 
learned men have been for years giving special attention to cli- 
inatic conditions all over the territory of the United States. By 
and through investigation conducted by these capable men, we 
have as a net result before us in the Senate Chamber a map show- 
ing the limits of what is known and designated as the arid region 
of the United States. With the exception of a small portion of 
the ceded land in the State of Minnesota to which the bill will 
apply, every acre of land subject to its provisions, with an excep- 
tion in Oklahoma, will be found within thelimits of the arid region. 

This arid region may be cultivated; its soil is fertile and its 
climate very frequently conducive to the rapid growth of vegeta- 
tion; but it always involves, in order to import the element of 
certainty into the transaction of farming, a necessity for artificial 
irrigation. This necessity places upon the settler the burden of 
reclaiming the land, at a cost of from $10 to $12 per acre upon 
the general average. This is a burden never before encountered 
by a settler on the continent prior to the approach of settlement 
to the borders of the arid region. 

The suggestion has been further made that the reason for the 
passage of the homestead law has long since ceased to exist; that 
the original —_ of that law was to induce citizens to go out 
into the wilds of the.far, far West, there to build up homes, sub- 
due savages, reclaim arid plains, and level the forests. The unten- 
able character of the position thus taken will be made quite 
obvious upon very slight reflection. 

In 1862 the Illinois Central Railroad extended through the State 
of Hlinois from north to south, and no part of the State of Illinois 
was more than 90 miles distant from the Illinois Central road. 
Numerous railroads traverse that State from east to west, and the 
lund of linois, which to-day is worth from $20 to $150 and $200 
an acre for farming purposes, was taken up by the homestead set- 
tler, and title given by the General Government as free as the 
summer air, save only for the burden of land-office fees attached. 
The same was practically true of the State of Iowa; the same was 
true of the State of Minnesota, and the State so ably represented 
by the eminent Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. ViLas]. 

The passage of that law in 1862 was an eminently wise act, as 
the sequel well shows. Never in the history of the world in any 
country on the habitable globe has such symmetrical, healthy, 
and vigorous settlement occurred as has occurred under the 
homestead law passed by a wise Congress in 1862. 

Mr. President, we gave nothing away in giving thisland. From 
a country from which the Government received comparatively no 
revenue at all in 1862, we have developed human necessities, con- 
tributing their share to the Government expense, until the inter- 
nal revenue from that once uninhabited section amounts in the 
aggregate now, as collected between 1863 and the present date, to 
nearly one-half the total internal revenue collented: in that period 
by the General Government, or $1,571,000,000 collected between 
1863 and 1865 from the people of these public-land States to assist 
in discharging the various obligations of the General Govern- 
ment. 

Let this be suggested as worthy of reflection that no country 
under the sun has ever successfully undertaken to make a profit 
of the pioneers or settlers. The differenee between the Spanish 
system, the system of the Cavalier and the Pilgrim in this coun- 
try, clearly demonstrates this. The Spanish pioneers or first ad- 
venturers sought merely to extort the loose money, coin or bullion, 
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found in the hands of the a 


es, and the whole polic 
ceeded thenceforward upon the theory of extortion from the eet. 
tler. The policy of our forefathers, on the con in this North 
American country was the direct opposite; it was encourage- 
ment of settlement, the development of individual citizenship 
and «home life around the settler. While the dominion . 
story of rapacity and greed, is gradually ceasing 
— or important on this hemisphere, the theory of Anglo- 
xon government has resulted in the development of a mig 
empire destined to wield a potent influence on Gvilisation throug’ 
all the years to come. 

It is suggested, however, that the settlers in Oklahoma made 
contracts with the Government of the United States, and it is 
not within our power to waive the obligations thus assumed. 
The settlers did not voluntarily assume the obligations in the full 
knowledge of the consequences and conditions. To with, 
in all the country in Oklahoma save what is known as Chero- 
kee Outlet and the‘teven counties constituting the original Okla- 
homa country, by virtue of the treaty with the Indians, the mem- 
bers of the tribes were permitted to make selections of land prior 
to the qa up of the country to settlement. With what 
result? © Indians being permitted to go at will prior to the 
approach of the settler and select their allotment in 160-acre 
tracts, selected in each and every case the very cream of the 
entire country. In the one county of Blaine, in the Territory of 
Oklahoma, the Delegate from that Territory informs me, and I 
have no doubt correctly, that 1,200 Indian allotments were taken 
in that one county — to the —s of the country to settle- 
ment. The 1,200 allotments em an area of 192,000 acres, 
‘taking up all the desirable land along the streams, taking up 
every available place which could be made the subject of barter 
and sale and profit on short notice, lea to the settler who came 
in the high, rolling plains, the places without water supply or 
timber, and upon the high, rolling plains some of the settlers have 

ns ing ever since. It been a close question, not as 
to their ability to pay the Government the purchase price of 
the land, but to live without becoming a public charge on the 
a kindly disposition of benevolent people throughout 

e country. 

This bill is of incidental concern only to the respective commu- 
nities surrounding these reservations. To the citizen of Wiscon- 
sin seeking a home it is of very great importance that the home- 
stead law should be — to operate over these reservations. 
It is of interest and importance to the citizen of every State, of 
every Territory, that the homestead law should continue. 

The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLaTT] suggests that we 
propose a new policy here. We do not propose anything in the 
nature of a new policy. We propose the reestablishment and con- 
tinuance of an ancient policy under which the most beneficent 
results have been obtained for all the oe of all the country. 

The of this bill is not urged in any sectional spirit. Woe 
think it is a matter of national concern. Frequent reference to 
sections and States can be of no special use or benefit to any part 
or portion of our common country. A generous rivalry between 
States and sections may conduce to the general good; invidious 
references can only result in eral injury. 

bill because of the fact that the 


We ask for the passage of t 
application of the homestead ciple to these undesirable lands 
is an object of common } ice to the settlers who reside upon 
them, and in view of the fact that in all the years prior to 1880 
during which the homestead law was in existence, the great Com- 
monwealths of the Mississippi Valley were filled up—broad acres 
of fertile land taken—we insist that the extension of the policy 
the less desirable lands is an act of ordinary, plain, simple jus- 
ce 


To insist upon these payments from the settlers will not result 
in placing $17,000,000 or ,000,000 in the public Sey The 
people can not get the money to make Ce geome o insist 
upon the payment if collections can be e would be to place 
upon the pioneer homesteader on the frontier the burden of sup- 
porting the North American Indian, which is a common burden 
attached to the entire people represented in their Government. 
From every point of view, in common justice and as wise public 
policy, this measure should be passed. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, I wish to make but a few 
remarks at this time in: connection with the bill. I want to say 
in the beginning that the =e of securing revenue by the defeat 
of the pending bill will be a disappointment. We propose by this 
legislation to give title to 160 acres of this land to any m who 
will go upon it, reside for five years, make it his exclusive home 
and residence, and place at least 5 acres of it under cultivation. 

These reservations were purchased from four to eight years an 
none of them less than four years, and some of them—those of the 
largest area—eight years ago; and yet the revenue of the Govern- 
ment from the sale of the lands has amounted to less than $500,000. 
Year by year Congress has been called upon to extend and has 
extended the time of payment on these homestead entries because 
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settlers could not pay forthe lands. Last year we extended the 
teen one ear; the year before we made an extension, and the 
ear before t; so that three times we have extended the time 
for these to make payment, and now we find that it is im- 
em to pay at all. The simple question is whether 
we shall drive these gerne from the land and leave it to be occu- 


possible for 


‘ied by the grazers of cattle or give the settlers a title to the lands 
a let them use that as a basis of credit to secure a small herd of 
cattle and continue their residence in that country. 

I have here a letter from Mr. Small, who resides upon one of 
these quarter sections in my State. He located upon the Sisseton 
and Wahpeton Reservation the season when it was first opened. 
He went there with considerable money. He makes an excellent 
statement. He makes a statement which answers every objection 
which has been made against the passage of the pending bill. I 
ask the Secretary to read the letter so that it may appear in the 
RECORD. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. TheSecretary will read as indicated. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

At the time of the settl of the Sisseton Reservation the settlers 


hended no ment for the land, but the co 


the pa. 
have been such as to make it impossible. The reservation was settled on the 


15th of sort. 1892. The a a as y breaking up 
e land and providing stock, etc., uently no co 
aor eanel that year. The majority of settlers broke u From 25 fo 75 acres 


of land, which was put in crop in 1893. That year the hot winds in June so 
blighted the crop that the yield was but 5 to 10 bushels per acre. Wheat sold 
that fall, 1893, here, at from 44 to 46 cents per bushel, so this crop did not yield 
more than $4.50 per acre, and most of the settlers having but a small acreage, 
they did not receive enough to seppor? them through the year. The next 
year, 184, the crop was almost a total failure, wheat going from 3 to 5 bushels 
per acre and sel at 45 to 48 cents per bushel, hence the settlers ran fur- 
ther in debt. The next year, 1 the crop was from 5 to 15 bushels per acre 
and brought 40 to 45 cents per el. The crop of this year ave about 
15 bushels per acre,and the bulk was sold at about 50 cents per bushel. Set- 
tlers being confined to 160 acres, were only able to put in a comparatively 
small crop, so that their returns have been short of enough to more than sup- 


port them, and y that. 

Now, the people who settled on this land were mostly Scandinavians from 
Iowa and Minnesota, and were people who had saved up from $100 to $500. 
Inquiry among many settlers leads me to place the average at $200. These 

ople came out here to found a home, and are an honest, economical, and 
industrious people. They spent the little they brought with them to bay 
lumber for homes and wae ere payments on horses and stock, and depend 
on the crop to live on. e crops have not been sufficient to pay up these 
debts for horses, machinery, etc., so these debts are still due. townshi 
have been compelled to furnish seed several years use the ie had 
sell the n should have kept to live on. re ‘ht out of 160 peo- 
ple in Blooming alley oon Uae to be so 9 for in 1804. At 
present, from extended inquiry, I know of no one in this whole section who 
is not in debt more than one crop ah: and allowing that to be a good one. 
Now, if the Government forces a a on this land, whereis the money 
coming from? I have inquired of the banks in this ion, and none of 
them will lend = or $2.50 per acre, on any of the land, unless the improve- 
ments are worth that amount. The principal bank in Milbank informed me 
there were but four claims in this p (Blooming Valley) that they 
would lend on. And whereis the company that will lend enough money. to 
prove up the whole reservation? I mean to say the banks will not lend this 
on the land to prove up, rom on the patented claims. what 
are the people to do? Lose the homes ey have created? The that 
adjoins this reservation was opened under the old laws and is in every way 
just as as this, and many settlers have acquired 480 acres at a total cost 
of $200 by taking a hom ,&@ tree claim, and aspting Tet oeren. Many 
claims are still vacant, just as good as this , that can be taken under the 
general law. It may be that the le knew what they had to 
when they took the land. facts are that the railroads and 
the reservation advertised it and puffed up the land until we 
there would be no trouble in the poemens There are many relin- 
quishments that can be t to-day at less than the cost of improvements 
on the claim. To sum up, the people are in this condition: They have in- 
vested their savings in putting improvements on this land and gone into 
debt to get machinery and horses. They have barely made a living, and are 
in hopes gradually to get out of debt and establish homes, and are natural! 
—- not = be pu = ne land > they have J four —— — 

ork trying to gain a bare living on. this payment is forced, w is the 

togain? The ie will bo-driven off; they can not borrow 

money to prove up; others file on the claims, and re people will 
be deprived of five years’ hard labor and the savings of several years more. 

If the bill passes, they will heeennaby get out of debt, make good citizens, 
and become good customers waste people in the East who may have a few 
cents to pay if the present bill should fail. If it is su we could not 
borrow the money to prove up, we could never pay the interest and principal 
and live, so many would even lose their homes after a long struggle. 
Congress may bother itseif about Cuba or but to eject the people 
of this land would be as heartless a piece of work Sars that has been 
done in either country. Personally, I have worked for four years, have 
sunk $1,800 in cash in improvements, have lived as economically as possible, 
and had as good crops as the average, and to-day I am in debt for my machin- 
ery, etc., and if the Government is going to make me pay $400 for my claim, 
= i have it, for I am not going to put in any more money or go in debt 


oping this may give you an idea of the condition of our people, 


Iam, respectfully, 
JOHN D. SMALL. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, I spent some time this sum- 
mer among the people who have settled upon these lands, and the 
statement made oo gentleman is a statement of the facts. 
The people of the Dakotas did not occupy these reservations. The 
inducement held out to bring settlement were made by trans- 
portation companies and by immigration agents, and the settlers 
came from the other great Western States. Of course the people 
of the Dakotas wanted the reservations opened to settlement, 
because, until their areas were conned by people, they did not 
help to support by taxation the burdens of government; but the 


a of the Dakotas themselves have their homesteads; they 
ave their lands. When a new reservation is opened, it is not our 
pues who go upon it. The people of other States who are land- 
ess are the ple who have been in advance and taken home- 
steads. So the settlers who came, as this gentleman says, from 
the other States of the Union, came induced by the rosy repre- 
sentations of transportation companies, immigration agents, claim 
agents, surveyors, etc., = that because it was an Indian 
reservation it must be exceedingly fertile, and therefore it would 
be easy to make payment. er struggling for from four to 
eight years, they find the crops are not more than sufficient to sus- 
tain life, to say nothing about gaining a profit with which to pay 
the Government for the land. 

Further than that, these lands are open to settlement and set- 
tlers are required to pay $400 for a quarter section, while they can 
go into the Cane River Valley, adjoining this reservation, and 

uy land from the Eastern aeae companies for $1.25 an acre, 
or $200 for a quarter section. e counties adjoining this reser- 
vation on the east from 1885 to 1890 lost 18,000 of their population. 
Their lands were foreclosed upon, and the parties holding the 
mortgages obtained the titles. ow they are willing to dispose of 
those lands at one-half of what the Government charges for these 


I contend, Mr. President, that where men with their families 
have resided upon land for five years, have gone forward into a 
new country, built up roads and schools, and established homes, 
they have made payment—full payment—for the value of the 
property, and ought to have their title deeds. 

It is said we have not purchased lands for settlement. In 1872, 
after the Northern Pacific Railroad was built across northern 
Dakota, we purchased nearly half of the entire area of that State, 
gave every odd section, a strip 40 miles wide, to that railroad 
company and the remainder to homesteaders. What did we buy 
that land for? The road was there. Why did we extinguish the 
Indian title? So that the land might be open to settlement under 
the homestead law. Soitis across the continent. Wherever there 
have been Indian lands we have extinguished the Indian title for 
no other purpose than to open the country to settlement under 
the homestead law. We never changed that policy until 1839, 
and the policy was changed at the instigation of a member of the 
House of Representatives from Indiana. 

I well remember when these reservations were opened to settle- 
ment—the Great Sioux Reservation, for instance. We came here 
urging that the Sioux Reservation should be opened to settlement 
because it embraced one-third of the State of South Dakota. In 
1882 I was a Delegate from the Territory of Dakota in the House of 
Representatives. I secured the ge of a measure to open that 
territory to settlement. Mr. Holman insisted that it should be 
opened only under the homestead law, although the preemption 
law, tlie timber-culture law, and the town-site law were still in 
force as to all the other public lands in the United States. He 
urged that this area should alone be opened to settlement under 
the homestead law. I accepted the condition. Why? Because 


we had opened the western part of Dakota—the mineral region— 
for the people of the Black Hills, and we had settled the eastern 
rtion. is reservation divided the settlements. The railroads 


ad built to the eastern border and we wanted them to cross, so as 
to unite our State. Although I secured the passage of legislation 
through the House of Representatives, it was defeated in the 
Senate at the instigation of the Indian Rights Association. So 
the railroads were obliged to build around Dakota to reach the 
settlement in the western portion of my State; and to this day the 
eastern and western portions of Dakota are not united by railroad, 
and for no other reason. 

We were anxious that this reservation should be opened to set- 
tlement, that roads should be allowed to build through it, and we 
were willing to accept almost any condition. I came here winter 
after winter trying to secure the opening of the Sioux Reservation, 
only to be defeated by the representatives of the Indian Rights 
Association, whoimagined, Isuppose, they were doing some service 
to the Indians. Finally we accepted the condition which opened 
those lands to settlement under the homestead law, and provided 


that settlers should live five years on the land before they could 
secure title, and then pay the Indians for the land. I said before 
the committee of this body that that condition was unfair and 
unjust, that we would accept it, but we should exert every effort 


to remove the injustice in the future. 

What has been the result, Mr. President? We opened up nearly 
10,000,000 acres of land, imposing this condition, and less than 
1,000,000 acres have been taken. The remainder of it to-day is 
open to settlement. If anyone has been cheated, if some one has 
had an advantage, it is the man who did not go rather than the 
one who went and spent his money trying to make a home upon 
thoselands. There are 9,000,000 acresyet. If thecitizensof other 
States feel they have been unfairly dealt with, the opportunity is 
open to them; they can-go out upon those prairies and secure 
lands equally g with those secured by the people who have 
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struggled for the last eight years to build homes in that coun- 


ry. 

ii seems to me, Mr. President, that there has been no argument 
made in opposition to the passage of this bill that is not founded 
upon an objection to the homestead principle, that is not founded 
upon opposition to the po of retaining the public domain for 
free homes to our people. These reservations are no better than 
and are the same in character as 600,000,000 acres of other lands 
now owned by the United States within the arid and the semi- 
arid region, and all the lands but those embraced within this 
reservation are subject to entry under the homestead law. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole, and still open to amendment. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I suggest the absence of a quorum, Mr. 
President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The absence of a quorum having been 
suggested, the Secretary will call the roll. 

The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators re- 
sponded to their names: 


Allen, Clark, McMillan, Sherman, 
Bacon, Cockrell, Mantle, Shoup, 
Baker, Cullom, Morgan, Smith. 
Bate, Davis, orrill, Stewart, 
Berry, Faulkner, urphy, Teller, 
Blackburn, Frye, Nelson, Thurston, 
Brice, Gear, Peffer, ie, 
Brown, Gordon, Perkins, Ves 

Call, Gray, Pettigrew, Vv 
Cannon, Hawley, Platt, Walthall, 
Carter, ill, Pugh, White, 
Chandler, Hoar, Quay. Wilson. 
Chilton, McBride. we ™ 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Fifty-one Senators having answered 
to their names, a quorum is present. The pending question is on 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLI- 
SON], which will be stated. 

The Secretary. After the word “tribes,” in line 5 of section 
1, it is proposed to insert ‘ prior to the passage of this act.” 

Mr. ALLISON. I would suggest that those words be inserted 
after the word “acquired,” in line 4, instead of after the word 
‘‘tribes,” in line 5, so as to read: 

That all settlers under the homestead laws of the United States upon the 
ublic lands acquired prior to the passage of this act by treaty or agreement 
rom the various Indian tribes, etc. 

I think it will read better in that way. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Iowa. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PLATT. Have the committee amendments been agreed to, 


Mr. President? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendments reported by the 
committee have been agreed to as in Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I move to strike out in section 1, begin- 
ning with and including the word “ Provided,” in line 18, down 
to and including the word ‘‘Texas,” in line 22. The language 
which I wish to strike out is this: 


Provided, That the a laws of the United States are hereby sus- 
nded until further egislation by Congress in so far as they may affect the 


rritory hitherto known as Green County, Tex. 

I will say that Congress at this session has an act pro- 
viding for disposing of the lands embraced within this area, and 
that it is now in the hands of the President, if it has not been 
already signed. Therefore the necessity for this legislation has 
been obviated. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from South Dakota. 

e amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to 
be read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. PLATT. Let us have the yeas and nays on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 


to call the roll. 

Mr. BATE (when his name was called). 1 am paired on this 
vote with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. BuTLER]. If he 
were here, he would vote for the bill and I against it. 

Mr. BERRY (when his name was called). On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Wyoming ae Warren]. If 
he were _ he would vote “‘ yea,” and I should vote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. CALL (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. Proctor]. If he were present, I 
should vote “ yea,” but I do not know how he would vote. 

Mr. CHILTON (when his name was-called). On this vote I am 
paired with the Senator from Washington [Mr. Squirg]. If he 
were present, he would vote “yea,” an I should vote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. FAULKNER (when his name was called). I desire to 
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state that I am 


aired on this question with the Senator from 
West Virginia f 


r. ELKins]. I do not know how he would vote 
should vote “ may : 
le on my feet I desire also to announce the pair of the Sena- 
tor from Louisiana {[Mr. BLANCHARD] with the Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. PrircHARD], and also the pair of the junior Sena- 
tor from Florida i. Pasco] with the Senator from Washington 
{Mr. Witson]. the Senator from Florida were present, he 
would vote “‘ nay.” 

Mr. HAWLEY (when his name was called). On this question 
I am paired with the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. JoNEs]. If he 
were present, he would vote “ yea,” and I should vote “nay.” 

Mr. HILL (when his name was called). I have a general pair 
with the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. LopGE]. Isu the 
Senator from Massachusetts was t until a short time since, 
when I learned he wasabsent. At the request of the Senator from 
Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN], I agreed to on this —_ vote with 
the Senator from South Dakota . Kyte}. I inquire if any 
Senator knows how the Senator from Massachusetts would vote 
upon this question, if present? I am placed in an embarrassing 
position, for I su aid he was present when I made the arrange- 
ment to which I have referred. Does the Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Hoar] know how his coll would vote? 

Mr. HOAR. I donot, Mr. President. 

Mr. HILL. I will pass it over for the t. 

Mr. McBRIDE (when his name was = I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr.GzorGE]. If he were 
present, I should vote “‘ yea.” 

Scaled) ee a Tee Me of Mr, ois Oregon 
was ¢ ‘ colleague . MITCHELL of Oregon @ gen- 
eral pair with the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. ViLas]. My 
omen if present, would vote ‘‘ yea.” 

Mr. MORRILL (when his name was called). Iam with 
the senior Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Harris]. I donot know 
how he would vote, if present, soI withhold my vote. If he were 
present, I should vote “‘ nay.” 

Mr. PERKINS (when his name was called). I have a general 
air with the Senator from North Dakota [Mr. Roacu], who is 
etained from the Senate Chamber by sickness, but I am informed 

— if present he would vote in the affirmative, and I therefore 
vo “oe ea.” 

Mr. SEWELL Smee his name was called). Iam paired with 
= Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. MiTcHELL], who is unavoidably 
absent. 

Mr. THURSTON (when his name was called). I have a gen- 
eral pair with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TrLLMan 
If he were present, I should vote “‘ yea.” 

Mr. (when his name wascalled). I havea — pair, 
as stated by the junior Senator from Oregon [Mr. Mc E}, with 
his —— . MITCHELL of gs Sapa I understand, if 
eae would vote ‘‘ yea.” I er t rir to the Senator 

m Kentucky [Mr. Linpsay], who requested me to provide him 
with a Do, and will vote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. WALTHALL (when his name was called). I have a gen- 
eral with the senior Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cam- 
ERON|. If he were present, I should vote “nay.” 

Mr. WILSON (when his name was called). I have a 
pair with the Senator from Florida Ori asco]. I 
announcement has already been made e Senator from West 
Virginia [Mr. FAULKNER] as to how the Senator from Florida 
would vote on this question. 

Mr. CHANDLER (when Mr. Wo.cort’s name was called). I 
announce my pair with the junior Senator from Colorado [Mr. 
Wo.cort]. he were present, I should vote “‘ nay.” 

The roll call was concluded. 

Mr. THURSTON. I have announced =. the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. TILLMAN], but I understand an an- 
nouncement has been made upon the floor that the Senator from 
North Dakota [Mr. Roacu] is absent and for the bill, and that his 
pair has voted. On that statement, I therefore transfer my pair 
to the Senator from North Dakota . Roacu], and ask to vote 
upon the bill. I vote ‘‘ yea.” 

Mr. CALL. I transfer my pair with the Senator from Ver- 
mont [Mr. Proctor] to the Senator from Maryland [Mr. Greson}, 


and vote sin. 

Mr. Mo LAN. I announce that my coll . Bur- 
ROWS] is with the Senator from Louisiana . CAFFERY }. 

Mr. McBRIDE. I have announced my pair with the Senator 
from ae . GzorGE]; but I transfer that pair to the 
Senator from South Dakota [Mr. Ky], and es - 

Mr. WILSON. I inquire of the Senator from West Virginia 
Sie FAULKNER] if he knows how the Senator from Florida { Mr. 

'ASCO] would vote? I think he made an announcement as to 
how the Senator from Florida would vote. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The Senator from Florida . Pasco] re- 
quested me to state that on this question he would vote “ nay.” 

Mr. WILSON. Then I transfer my pair, if agreeable to the 


meral 
the 
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Senator from West Virginia 
the matter, to his coll 
Mr. FAULKNER. 

from Washington and me to vote. 

Mr. WI N. I vote “ yea.” 

Mr. FAULKNER. I vote “‘ nay.” 

Mr. CALL. I understand that some mistake has been made as 
to the position of the Senator from Maryland [Mr. Grsson] on 
this bill. So 1 transfer my pair to the Senator from Indiana b 
VoorHEES], and will let my vote in the affirmative stand, 

Mr. WALTHALL. If necessary to make a quorum, I feel at 
liberty to vote. I vote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. BERRY. AsI stated, Iam paired with the Senator from 
Wyoming [Mr. WARREN], but I am requested by the friends of 
the bill and by the ae of the Senator from Wyoming to 
cast my vote in order to eaquorum. I therefore vote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. HILL. Ido not know how the Senator from Massachusetts 

Mr. Lop@E] would vote if present. Of course I reserve the right 
f° vote to make a quorum, and at the request of the friends of the 
pill I now vote. I vote meee: 

Mr. BATE. Iam similarly situated, and not to vote on 
account of the absence of the Senator from North Carolina . 
BuTLer]. At the request of the friends of the bill, however, | am 
willing to record my vote in order to make a quorum. I vote 
sé nay.” 

The result was announced—yeas 35, nays 11; as follows: 


YEAS—35. 
Allen, Clark, Morgan, Shou 
Allison, Cullom, Murphy, Smith, 
Bacon, Davis, Nelson, Stewart, 
Baker, Frye, Peffer, Teller 
Blackburn, " Perkins, Thurston, 
Brown, Gordon, Pettigrew, Wetmore, 
= us, | Ga wis 
Jannon, c y, n. 
Carter, Mantle, } 
NAYS—iL 
Bate, Cockrell, Hill, Vv 
Berry, Faulkner, Platt, Walthall, 
Brice, Gray, Vest, 
NOT VOTING—43. 
Aldrich, Gallinger, Jones, Nev. Pritchard, 
Blanchard, George, Evie. ‘ 
eremm ane, dsay, a 
utler, rman, Lodge, we 
Caffery, Hale, gh, Martin, Squire, 
a — 
ndler, ’ 8, 
Chilton, Hawley, Mitchell, Wis. Voorhees, 
Daniel, oar, Morrill, Warren, 
Dubois, Irby, Palmer, Wolcott. 
Elkins, Jones, Ark. Pasco, 
So the bill was 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I move that the title be amended so as to 


read: ‘‘A bill providing for free homesteads on the public lands 
for actual and bona fide settlers, and reserving the public lands for 
that purpose.” 

The amendment was agreed to. . 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I move that the Senate request a confer- 
ence with the House of Representatives upon the bill and amend- 


ments. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. Perti- 
GREW, Mr. Jones of Arkansas, and Mr. ALLEN were appointed. 


MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA. 


Mr. MORGAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 3247) to amend an act entitled ‘“‘An act to 
Poe ee Canal Company of Nicaragua,” approved 

ebr , 1889. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. TURPIE. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
to call the roll. 

Mr. CALL (when his name was called), I am paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. Proctor]. If he were present, I 


should vote ** yea.” 
Iam paired with 


Mr. GORDON (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Iowa [Mr. Gzar] who is not now in his seat. 

Mr. THURSTON (when his namewascalled). I havea general 
pair with the Senator from South Carolina | Mr. fninaxt 

Mr. VEST. I am paired with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. 
Mrrommta,} . Ifhe were present, he would vote “ yea” and I should 

‘ nay. ” 

Mr. WALTHALL (when his name was called). I am pai 
with the senior Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON]. 

Mr. ' N (when his name was called), I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Florida [Mr.Pasoo]. Iam not advised 


ery well. That will enable the Senator | The roll c 


ag FAULKNER] who has charge of | as to how he would vote upon this question. If he were present, I 
[Mr. ELkrys]}. 


should vote ‘‘ yea.” 
was concluded. ; 

Mr.CALL. Iam paired with the junior Senator from Vermont 
[Mr. Proctor], as I have announced. I am informed by the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALpRicu] that the junior Senator 
from Vermont would vote ‘‘ yea” if he were present. I will there- 
fore take the liberty of voting. 1 vote ‘‘ yea.” 

Mr. McBRIDE. I have a general pair with the senior Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. GzorGr]. I transfer my pair to the Sena- 
tor from South Dakota [Mr. KYL&], and will vote. I vote ‘‘ yea.” 

Mr. BATE. My colleague [Mr. Harris], who is necessarily 
absent, is paired with the senior Senator from Vermont [Mr. 


MorRILL}. 

The result was announced—yeas 33, nays 6; as follows: 

YEAS—33. 
Aldrich, Carter, McBride, Pugh, 
Allison, Chandler, McMillan, Geny, 
Bacon, Cullom, Mantle, Sewell, 
Baker, Davis, Morgan, Shoup, 
Bate, Faulkner, Murphy, Stewart, 
Brice, Frye, Nelson, White. 
Bro , Peffer, 
Cal\> Hawley, Perki 
Cannon, Hoar, Platt, 
NAYS—4. 

rry, Gaiiton, Gray, Teller. 

Blackburn, Cockrell, 
NOT VOTING—50. 

Allen. Gordon, Mills, Thurston, 
Blanchard, Gorman, Mitchell, Oreg. Tillman, 
Burrows, Hale, Mitchell, Wis. Turpie, 
Butler, Hansbrough, Morrill, Vest, 
Caffery, Palmer, Vilas, 
Cameron, Hill, Pasco, Voorhees, 
Clark Irby, Pettigrew, Walthall, 
Daniel, Jones, Ark. Prite: Warren, 
Dubois, Jones, Nev. Proctor, Wetmore, 
Elkins, pe Roach, Wilson, 

llinger, dsay, Sherman, Wolcott. 
Geor ge, . Smith, 
Gibson, Mar Squire, 


Mr. MORGAN. [ask for a call of the Senate, 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. No quorum having voted, the Secre- 
tary will call the roll. 
r. HILL. I move that the Senate adjourn. We can not 

accomplish anything at this late hour. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 4 o’clock and 30 minutes 
p.m.) the Senate adjourned until Monday, January 18, 1897, at 12 
o’clock meridian. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


THURSDAY, January 14, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. CoupeEn. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 
AMANDA WOODCOCK. 


Mr. McCREARY of Kentuc Mr. Speaker, I ask for the pres- 
ent consideration of House bill No. 9306, granting a pension to 
Amanda Woodcock. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place ‘ e pension roll, at the rate of $12 per 
month, the name of Amanda Woodcock, of Richmond, Ky., widow of Robert 
Woodcock, deceased, late a private in the Fourth Kentucky Volunteer In- 
fantry, in the Mexican war. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There beiug no objection, the bill was considered, and ordered 


to be engrossed and read a third time; and it was accordingly read 
the third time, and 3 
On motion of Mr. MoCREARY of Kentucky, a motion to recon- 


sider the last vote was laid on the table. 
GEORGE W. GOODMAN. 


Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the bill (H. R. 
8866) fortherelief of George W. Goodman, and ask unanimous con- 
sent for its present consideration. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to remove the charge of desertion from the records of the 
War Department as to George W. Goodman, late a member of Company I of 
the Ninety-seventh Regiment of Indiana Volunteers, and to grant him an 
honorable discharge. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. McCLELLAN and Mr. STEELE asked for the reading of 
the report. 








796 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





JANUARY 14, 





The report (by Mr. TRACEY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Military ASair , to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8865) for the reliefof George W. Goodman, report as follows: 

The report of the War partment shows that George W. Goodman was 
enrolled August 22, 1862, to serve three years, and that he deserted October 7, 
1462, from Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind.; that he reported voluntarily 
March 18. 1864, to the provost-mars of the sixth district of Indiana, was for- 
warded to his regiment, and rejoined it in Alabama on 24, 1864. He 
was wounded June 27, 1864, in action at Kenesaw Mountain, Georgia, was ad- 
mitted to the regimental hospital the same day, and the muster-out roll of 
his company, da June 4, 1865, reports him ‘deserted from wounded fur- 
lough March 25, 1865.” 

The soldier testifies that he enlisted August 22, 1862, at Linton, Greene 
County, Ind., and went to Indianapolis, Ind., and was there mustered into 
the service and was there taken sick, and by consent verbally given he re- 
turned home, but before he recovered his health sufficiently to return to his 
regiment he was reported as a deserter, and that from the information he 
received he was afraid to return to his regiment, but finally determined to 
report to his regiment, and did so report in March, 1864, and was put on duty 
and not punished in — manner and received the same treatmentas his com- 
rades received and continued to serve until he was wounded at the battle of 
Kenesaw Mountain, having received six buckshot in left thigh and hip, and 
was furloughed home, and after he recovered sufficiently he reported to Col. 
R. W. 'Thompson for duty and remained under his command until he was 
taken sick, and at the time the regiment was mustered out he was still un- 
— to serene and was not present to receive his discharge with the rest of 

13s comrades. 

Col. R. W. Thompson, late provost-marshal at Terre Haute, Ind., and later 
Secretary of the Navy, files his personally written letter, which is as follows: 

TERRE HAUTE, June 15, 1896. 

During my service as provost-marshal in this city while the war of the 
rebellion was in progress, George W. GooGman, who belonged to Company 
I, Ninety-seventh Regiment of Indiana Volunteers, oy te to my office 
upon the sick list and was permitted oe to go to his home and recruit his 
health. He continued to report from time to e and was permitted by me 
to return until he became sufficiently well to goto the front and join his regi- 
ment. If on account of this he became marked asa deserter, it was unjust to 
him, and the mark should be erased. He was a good soldies and severely 


wounded. v 
R. W. THOMPSON, 
Late Provost-Marshal. 

Josiah Stanley, late captain of Company I, Ninety-seventh Indiana Volun- 
teers, files his affidavit, in which he says: 

*‘T have known said Goarge W. Goodman since he was 12 years old; that 
he enlisted in Company I, Ninety-seventh Indiana Volunteers, August 22, 
1862, at Linton, Ind.; that said Goodman went from there with the company 
to Indianapolis, Ind.” 

Captain Stanley testifies he did not see him any more until he arrived 
at Scottsboro, Ala., in March, 1864. He was placed on dut; 


then, hav 
reported to his command, by Col. F. Oatterson, commanding snety seventh 
Indiana; that said Captain Stanley was with said Goodman in four or five 


hard-fought battles. Captain Stanley further says in affidavit: 

“I verily believe a braver or better soldier did not exist in the field. 

“The monthly Eaport shows him sick, wounded, in hospital from June 27 
to February 28, 1865. The roll of February, 1865, shows a deserter from 
furlough, which I am satisfied is an error. My reasons are these: Col. Dick 
Thompson, provost-marshal of Terre Haute, sent him home from Terre 
Haute on account of his health and wound. He reported from time to time 
at this man’s office. The mark of desertion is unjust and should be erased.” 

David W. Corbin, of Linton, Greene County, Ind., also testifies “that dur- 
ing the spring of 1865, in March or April, George W. Goodman, of ene I, 
Ninety-seventh Indiana Volunteers, while acting as notif officer for Jef- 
ferson Township, Sullivan County, Ind., gave me notice drafted 
into the United States service.” 

In consideration of the fact that this soldier voluntarily returned to duty 
after the first charge of desertion was made against him and participated in 
several battles, in one of which he was severely wounded, and in view of the 
further fact that the evidence raises a doubt as to his actually having de- 
serted after being wounded at the battle of Kenesaw Mountain, the commit- 
tee are of the opinion that the bill should pass. 


There being no objection, the bill was considered, and ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and it was accordingly read 
the third ‘time, and d, 


passe 
On motion of Mr. HARDY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


RICHARD BROOKINS. 


Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, Lask unanimous consent 
for the present consideration of the bill (S. 1690) granting a pen- 
sion to Richard Brookins. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, at the rate of $12 per 
month, the name of Richard Brookins, who served under that name in 

M and H of the Ninth ent of the United States Cavalry from Feb: 
5, 1867, to February 5, 1872, and from January 2, 1882, to January 3, 1887, an 

under the name of Dick Spencer in Company K, One hundred and twenty- 
third United States Colored Troops, from October 12, 1864, to October 16, 1865. 


The SPEAKER. Is thereobjection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 
Mr. ERDMAN, Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. KirKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1690) 
grouting a pension to Richard Brookins, having considered the same, respect- 
uliy adopt the report of the Senate Committee on Pensions, and recommend 
the passage of the bill after being amended as follows: 
Tn line 5, after the word “ month,” insert the words “subject to the provi- 
sions and limitations of the pension laws.”’ 
Strike out after the word “Cavalry,” in line 7, “from February 5, 1867, to 
February 5, 1872, and from Jennery 5 ae. to January 3, 1887.” 
Also, strike out all the printed after the word “Colored,” in line 13, 
and insert in lieu thereof the word “ Infantry.” 
[Senate Report No. 1056, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. ]} 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1690) grant- 
a pension to Richard Brookins, have considered the same, and submit the 


fi 
fs Stata ‘Bhockins was enlisted on the 5th day of February, 1867, and was 


I was 


Bic 


to Com: M, Ninth United States Ca . He was 
nap akae of February, ate, Wy apelin tok laa ee 

He enlisted on the day of January, 1862, and assigned to 
H, = Uaited eaee Cavers. He was eens Se 8d day of Janu. 
ary , at Fo cKinney yo., on surgeon's disability, 
unfit for duty because of ¢ ic rheumatism. 

E. D. Dimmick, captain of Company H, Ninth United States Cavalry Volun- 
teers, who recommended the discharge of said soldier, stated that he was dis. 
abled by “chronic rheumatism contracted in the line of duty. Said soldier 
has been more or less unfit for duty for the past year. Has been unfit for 
duty er the last sixty days.” 

D. Weisel, acting assistant United Seubes Arear at Fort M . 
Wyo., states the certificate of disability that said r was unfit for du 
because of “ chr nic rheumatism of unknown duration, twomon 


affecting more particularly the lower extremi belinved to hans origina’ 
in the line of duty. Degree of =e ” 

On the 17th day of April, 1880, Mr. filed an fon fox pension, 
in which he a Were sceuting cures He ee ARAL 
was injured by his horse f: with his carbine against 
ee © was rejected because of his to ‘6 his case. 

the 2d day of May, 1887, he filed another cation for pension. in which 
he alleged that in June, 1884, e contracted rheumatism, and 
that the disease was by subsequent until 


val 
— On the 2ist day of A 


ground that th ‘ 

On the 28th day of July, 1890, Mr. Brookins filed an a 

under the act of June 27, 1890. He based this 

dered under Be rene ead 
oO! 


twenty- Sogn 

1864, to October 16, 1865. In this application he a he was perma- 
nently disabled by reason of rheumatism and = 

This claim was also rejected on the ground 


ability. 

The various examining boards who have examined the soldier have found 
that he was afflicted with rheumatism in aratable d , and there is con- 
siderable medical and lay testimony on file to show the claimant had 
been severely disabled for =e past,and that he has rheumatism and 
sciatica so badly in his hips an Nae we to wholly incapacitate him for the 
performance of manual labor. 

The statement of the captain of his company as 
port of the assistant su as to the soldier's condition are 
conclusive that he did suffer r and that the dis- 
ability was contracted while in the service. 

There can be no doubt of the fact that the soldier did contract chronic 


rheumatism while in the service, and it only remains to determine whether 
he is disabled to a pensionable di 


officially made and the re- 


or not. The evidence of his comrades, 
the evidence of physicians who have examined him, statements offi- 
cially made by the various a are conclusive that the soldier 
- disabled from performing manual labor by reason of severe attacks of 
rheumatism. 

The evidence shows without question that the disability has increased 
until now he is unable to earn a support by manual labor. colored man 
= queers ees means of eeett Swans he a pe, tie 

, bu peng capacitated by reason sneer dependen 
Spon So aay friends and Hf bors. The o of bill is to - 
sion him at the rate of $12 per month because of his ty. In era- 
tion of the evide: submitted, both medical and lay, and because of the 
eleven years’ service 


rendered by this man, your committee are of 
the opinion that he is entitled to a pension, and that the rate stipulated in the 


bill is proper and just. We therefore recommend the passage of the bill 
Tea 


There being no objection, the bill was considered, the amend- 


ments recommended by the committee were agreed to, and the 
bill as amended was ordered to a third reading; and being read 
the third time, it was 
On motion of Mr. CURTIS of Kansas, a motion to reconsider the 
last vote was laid on the table. 
» 


JOSHUA BISHOP. 


Mr. BURTON of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con- 
sent for the present consideration of the pill (8. 2338) for the re- 


lief of Joshua Bishop. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That jurisdiction is hereby erred on the Court of 
Claims to try and determine the claim of Joshua against the United 
States, for pay to be due and un to him as lieutenant-commander 
of the Navy from February 9, , as shore pay, amount- 


c 1868, to Fe ae 

ing to the sum of $7,767.66; and the statute of tations shall not apply to 
claim, and the judgment of said court shall be final as to the same, sub- 

ject to the right of appeal by either party. 

can oe . Isthere objection to the present consideration 
of the ? 

Mr. PAYNE. Before consent is given, I would like to hear the 
hb read, or have some statement made in reference to this 
matter. 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I will state that a 
similar bill was introduced in the House, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims, and reported favorably by that committee, a copy of 
which report I hold in myhand. In the meantime this bill 
the Senate, came to the House, and was referred to the said com- 
mittee, who made a favorable report = it. 

I now ask, for the information of the gentleman from New 
ware the reading of the report of the Committee on the House 

The report (by Mr. Denny) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6137) to 
confer on the Court of Claims jurisdiction to hear and determine the law and 
Sada at tgta She ing in artes us pion Rare Sa 
thesume apie akion. aed ed ious “lien comeeieeian at tie 
the 


that Se satel on in es aon —— should be ~~ 
u a court of competen ‘or ollowing reasons, : 
Ene ceocral in the cane Ghekones eostoun Geubben an to the correctness of the 





proceedings, findings, and approval of the court-martial before whom Com- 
mander Biches wae tried sentenced. 

The record not disclose the fact that the officer (Rear-Admiral Bell) 
who ordered the court-martial at any time ever supers of the proceedings, 
findings, and sentence of said court, which said by and on the part 
said it is claimed by petition, was necessary to confer jurisdic- 
e case does not iow that the President of La 


a the w of an 
court, but w A a ; ——- bya clerk 
t time in the service avy Department, an: contended 
at ttioner that the approval of the President in this behalf was not j 
‘twentieth article, act July 17, 1862) and was therefore inoperative. 

, record loses the fact that Commander Bis 
31, 1867, from 4 to 8 o'clock a. m., by 
to 5 p. m. 


At 6.40 p.m. May 31, 1867, Commander 
by order of Rear-Admiral Bell, and it is contended 
that at the time of the convening of the court- 
charged, and 


been punished for the offenses f 
e shows dismissal of Commander from the naval 

wna ae wr wited tates was not in the customary form in use by the 
Sacro beanies eats eet 
planes sf fact and law whieh, in our judgment, should 
Court of Claims. 

Your committee therefore recommend that 

Senate report of March 25, 1896, is hereto at 
report. ,; 

Mr. PAYNE. I understand the purpose of this bill is to refer 
the claim to the Court of Claims, but with authority to enter a 
judgment against the United States for the amount involved in 
the bill—some $7,000; and from what I r from the reading 
of the report the reason for sending the to the Court of Claims 
and setting aside the findings of the court-martial was because of 
some technical informality in the ss 

Now, if the gentleman will amend the bill, directing the court 
to report upon the facts and their opinion of the law to Con 


io the Executive authori 
“ The record and evidence in 
United States 
sentence of 


May 


and discloses many 


be passed upon by the 


the bill pass. 
tached and made a part of this 


I shall not object. Otherwise, in its present form, I do not think 
the bill ought to be c 
Mr. BURTON of uri. If the gentleman will permit me, 


the bill has this purpose: The Senate has the bill twice and 
it has been favorably reported at a preceding session of this House. 
There were a great many irregularities involved in the record of 
the court-martial. In the first place, it was never approved by 
the presiding officer. In the second place, the p gs were 
never submitted to President Johnson, the oy ee submitted 
to him being a brief supplied by one of the clerks. 

[hold in my hand in this record a letter of Mr. Robeson, Sec- 

retary of the Navy—who was Secretary at the time the court-mar- 
tial proceedings were Keld—stating that he believes this officer 
had been done an injustice. Upon the presentation of the facts 
to Congress Mr. Bishop was restored to the Navy and has rendered 
gallant and meritorious services. Heis now about to be retired 
by reason of age. It seems tome as an attorney—and I think 
every member of the committee has been impressed with that 
idea—that an injustice has been done to this man. If so, he is 
entitled to his pay. If not, then he is not entitled to it. This bill 
merely provides that this claim may be submitted to a court com- 
petent and qualified to hear and determine these matters, and it 
seems to me that Congress ought to be willing to intrust the con- 
sideration and determination of a matter of this kind to a court 
of our own creation, which, under all circumstances and at all 
times, is expected to well and truly guard the interests of the Gov- 
ernment. [ hope my friend will not object. 
_ Mr. LOUD. I should like to ask the gentleman if he thinks it 
is safe to re-review a case that has been determined by the highest 
naval court that could have been convened at that time? I ask 
him if he thinks it is safe to re-review the decision of that naval 
court eighteen years afterwards by a court not familiar with 
that class of cases? 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri. I think it would be perfectly safe. 
The record is all there. Everything that was done is in writing 
and on the files of the Department, and the officers of the Navy | 
Department themselves have recommended this proceeding, in | 
= er > this man may receive justice at the hands of the Gov- | 
Thment. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. LOUD. I will yield the right to object. 

_ Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I have to object to the bill in | 
its present form. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 


FREDERICK LIERMAN. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. es I ask unanimous consent for the | 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 8683) granting a pension | 





to Frederick Lierman. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted. etc., That the Secretary of the Interior d he is hereb 

authorized and directed to place on the on roll, su faethe sreeicnas 
utente A x pension bo t > Lierman, late 
ot the he a ome Guards, Enrolled Missouri Militia 


The SPEAKER. jecti ? : 
of the bill? Is there objection to the present consideration 


Mr. DOCKERY. Letthe report beread, I understand the gen- 
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tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ErpMAN] desires the reading of 
the report 


The report (by Mr. Baker of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8683) granting a pension to Frederick Lierman, late private, Company B, 
Johnson County Home Guards, Enrolled Missouri Militia, having carefully 

ed and considered the same, respectfully report: 

The claimant enlisted at Warrensburg, Mo., and was mustered into serv- 
ice as private, Company B, Johnson County (Mo.) Home Guards, on July 4, 
1861, served with such organization until December, 1861, or January, 
1862, when the regiment was disbanded at St. Louis, Mo., and mustered out. 
The regiment was also known as the Twenty-seventh Missouri Enrolled 
Militia. On account of si he was not mustered out with his company 
when the regiment was disbanded. He returned to Sedalia, Mo., and was 
engaged as scout and guide by Lieutenant-Colonel Eads, of Georgetown, Mo., 
for some time, and then by Col. Dan Houston, at Lexington, Mo., and with 
Maj. Emory 8. Foster, so that he was continuously in service, with the excep- 
— of a few days, up to and including the battle of Lonejack, Mo., August 


1862. 

He served with his command during the siege of Lexington, Mo., as several 
of hiscomradesand Major Foster testify,and also at Lonejack, where he was 
seriously wounded in the left side and in left hand during the battle. 

He was confined to his bed for three or four months from the gunshot 
wound in left side received in battle at Lonejack. 

The testimony shows that he has been disabled from the wounds ever since 
he received them; that he is now 76 years of age, and on account of the 
wounds and old and general debility is totally unfitted for manual labor. 

His a ion for pension was rejected on the ground that the War De- 
partment records fail to show him to have been in the United States service. 

Major Foster and several others testify to his service, and the receipt of 
wounds is thoroughly established, and he, like Major Foster and several 
others of same regiment, was never mustered out or paid. Claimant lost a 
horse and a mule while in service, and has never received anything for his 
services, except $10 that Colonel Houston paid him, and in his declining years 
and pov asks relief. 


The War Department declines to discharge him because it does not appear 
from the records that he was in the United States service. 

The committee,in view of the facts and numerous precedents that a wound 
in action is regarded as equivalent to muster in, recommend that the bill do 
pass without amendment. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DOCKERY, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


MALINDA KELLY. 


Mr. SMITH of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent, Mr. Speaker, 
for the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 5718) granting a 
pension to Malinda Kelly, of Jackson County, IIl. 

The bill was read, as follows: - 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject tothe provisions 
and limitations of the general pension laws, the name of Malinda Kelly, 
mother of Drura Baggott, deceased, late a soldier in Company M, Sixth [lli- 
nois Cavalry Volunteers, in the war of the rebellion. 

The Committeeon Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendments: 

In line 7 strike out the word “soldier” and insert in lien thereof the word 
“recruit.” 

ee the end of the bill add the words “and pay her a pension of $12 per 
month.” 


The SPEAKER. 
of the bill? 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, pending that, let us have the re- 
port read. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman desires to have the report read. 

The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 


Is there objection to the present consideration 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
5718) granting a pension to Malinda Kelly, of Jackson County, [ll., submit the 
ete rt: 

Malinda Kelly is the dependent mother of Drura (Drury) Baggott, who was 


a recruit in Company M, Sixth Dlinois Cavalry. He wasenrolled asa private 
November 26, 1863, and was aeseey discharged February 25, 1864, having 
served, according to the records of the War Department and the evidence, 
ninety-one days. He died about May 1, 1864, of catarrhal pneumonia. This 
disease was the immediate result of measles contracted and from which he 
suffered while in the service. His mother was gllowed and received his pay 
up to and including February 25, 1864. August 2, 1890, the claimant applied 
for pension under act of June 27, 1800. On July 6, 1892, it was submitted for 
rejection by an examiner in the Pension Office on the ground that soldier did 
not serve in the Army ninety days. In order to justify this recommendation 
he seems to have changed one of the “important dates” by erasing the figures 
2% and inserting in lieu thereof, in red ink, ** 22,” so as to make the date « 


oI dis- 


charge *‘February 22, 1864," thus making his period of service only eighty 
eight days. We have carefully examined the evidence to discover the ground 
upon which the date shown in the records of the War Department was thus 
overturned. Weabsolutely find nothing except a manifest desire to reject 
the claim. Itis true that Dr. Frank M. Agnew, on February 13, 1893, swears 
“that he was called professionally to attend Drury Baggott at his home near 
Western Sara , Union County; Ill’, while at home on leave of absence on 


account of measles, February 22, 1864; that the measles settled on his lungs, 
producing catarrhal pneumonias.” 


He also says, in another affidavit. that soldier “ never left his bed from the 
time of his discharge until his death.” 
The committee can not accept this statement as cutting down the period 


of soldier's service below ninety days. It is to the credit of the Pension 
Bureau _ that it did not accept this changing of “important dates” either. 
But it did adopt quite as inconsistent a finding. On May 5, 1893, it rejected 
the claim on the ground “that soldier died of disability contracted prior to 
enlistment.” . 
Measles was the cause of soldier's death. This is clear from the evidence. 
The records show he was admitted to hospital January 31, \864, with measles, 
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and was furloughed home February 19, 1864. It is simply absurd to say that 
this disease existed on enlistment—November 26, 1863 It is equally absurd 
to accept the conclusions of the surgeons who examined an 
that he was “unfit for service by reason of tubercular diathesis 
isted prior to enlistment."’ The “ diathesis” of a soldier, or his family history, 
was never considered in accepting him as a volunteer or drafted man. 

The committee recommend the 






of $12 per month.” 


The SPEAKER. Isthere objection tothe present consideration 


of the bill? 
Mr. ERDMAN, Mr. Speaker, I object. 


HELMUTH F. SCCKEL. 


Mr. HENRY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent for the present consideration of the bill a? to remove 
ischarge to Hel- 


the charge of desertion and grant an honorable 
muth F. Sceckel. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Re it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 


ized and directed to remove the charge of desertion now oun t the 


record of Helmuth F. Seeckel, late private Company OC, Sixteent. 
Connecticut Volunteers, and grant an honorable discharge. 


of this bill? 


Mr. HENRY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, the fact about this 


He was con- 
nected with a Connecticut regiment for two years. There is no 


case is that this man died in Andersonville Prison. 
record of his death, and consequently he is recorded as a deserter. 
His friends wish to have the clou 
because of his undoubted death in Andersonville Prison. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 


of the bill? 
There was no objection. 


The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 


read the third time, and passed. 


On motion of Mr. HENRY of Connecticut, a motion to recon- 


sider the last vote was laid on the table. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing from the President of the United States was 


communicated to the House of Representatives by Mr. PRUDEN, 


one of his secretaries, who also announced that the President had 
approved and signed bills and joint resolutions of the following 


titles: 

On January 13, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 1891) granting a pension to Celestia R. Barry; 

An act (H. R. 1890) granting a pension to Mary Martin; 

An act (H. R. 1820) granting a pension to Neil McNeil; 

An act (H. R. 1599) granting a pension to Phoebe M. Woolley 
Palmeter; 

An act (H. R. 3755) to increase the pension of Mary C. Thompson; 

An act (H. R. 4355) to increase the pension of Theresa Peebles, 
of Jefferson County, Ga.; 

An act (H. R. 1062) to grant a pension to Armstead M. Raw- 
lings, of Arkansas; 

An act (H. R. 950) granting increase of pension toJohn Coombs; 

An act (H. R. 4721) granting an increase of pension to Orleina 
J. Clark, of Louisville, Ky.; 


y:3 


An act (H. R. 1874) to place the name of Robert Smalls on the 
pension rolls; and 

An act (H. R. 2320) for the relief of Samuel Burrell. 

On January 8, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 6533)for the relief of A. A. Hosmer. 

On January 9, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 9472) to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the third 
session of the Fifty-third Congress. 

On January 11, 1897: 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 205) authorizing the building of a 
telephone line in the District of Columbia. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills and joint 
resolution of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the 


same: 

A bill (8S. 1741) to authorize the Muscogee, Oklahoma and 
Western Railroad Company to nes operate a line of 
railway through Oklahoma and the Indian Yerritory, and for other 


purposes; 
A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water system; 
A bill (H. R. 4588) for the relief of John Keefe; and 
Joint resolution (8. R. 189) providing for the erection of a Govy- 
ernment building at the Tennessee Centennial Exposition. 
THE FRIGATE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. S er, I ask unanimous consent 


for the present consideration of the resolution which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 
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or discharge— 
. which ex- 


passage of the bill with an amendment 
striking out the word “soldier,” in seventh line, and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word “recruit;" also add at end of bill the words “and pay her a pension 


egiment 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 


removed from that record 








JANUARY 14, 





The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to furnish 
an estimate of the amount of that will be fhe House 


to put friga 
Constitution, now lying at the Portemouth Navy-Yard, in rseawor 
condition e ourney, ou ; é 
ington, to bo have Gand anh maeee museum. ye Wash 


Mr. FITZGERALD. I ask unanimous consent that that reso- 
lution may be acted — at this time. 

The SPEAKER. 6 gentleman asks unanimous consent for 
action on the resolution. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Speaker, in connection with the reso- 
lution I present a petition of the Massachusetts Historical Society 
that Congress may take some action with d to the preserva- 
tion of the frigate Constitution, which now at the Portsmouth 
Navy-Yard and is in such a condition as to be in danger of sinking 
at any time. 

As every member of this House knows, there is no vessel in the 
American Navy that possesses the history and the record that the 


Sa — ‘iss 
t is my proud privi to t in Congress district in 
where this famous old frigate was 


which is located the w 
built and launched. In grateful memory of her untarnished record 
it has been called ‘‘ Constitution Wharf ~ 

As a boy I have the pleasantest recollections of the happy days 
spent at the wharf where the Constitution was built over a century 
ago, and when I stand here pleading for the preservation of * Old 
Ironsides”” my deepest sympathies are moved. The achievements 
of the heroic sons of Massachusetts with her have produced within 
my breast, as they must within the breast of every American 
citizen, feelings of the deepest reverence for the historic ship. 

Why should it be n to call the attention of the Govern- 
ment to its duty with to the on of the Constitu- 
tion, whose great victory in the naval engagement with the Guer- 
riére in the dark days of the war of 1812 brought hope and 
encouragement to our people and ‘en the United States among 
the first-class powers of the world 

Why this shame of neglect toward an historic relic that typifies 
the heroism of our fathers and is an inspiration to succeeding 
generations? 

Nelson’s flagship Victory is carefully Bong, ses ye by Great Brit- 
ain, and in such great reverence is she held that Englishmen 
respectfully remove their hats whenever they pass. 

os say that the dear old Constitution, with her unbroken 
line of victories, unparalleled in the history of the world, is not 
worthy of like respect from a grateful Republic? 

In 1829, when the destruction of the Constitution was ordered, 
the stirring lyric poem of Oliver Wendell Holmes saved her from 
what would have been a disgrace to our country, and I think it 
proper that those inspiring words should be ed at this time, 
when, through neglect, a like fate seems to be in store for her: 


OLD IRONSIDES. 


Ay, Ome her tattered ensign down! 

mg has it waved on hig’ 

And many an eye has dan to see 
That banner in the me 

Beneath it rung the battle shout, 
And burst the cannon’s roar; 

The meteor of the ocean air 
Shall sweep the clouds no more! 


Her deck, once red with heroes’ blood, 
ween _ t aes —e 
en winds were hurrying o’er flood, 
And waves were white below, 
No more shall feel the victor’s tread, 
conque: knee; 
The harpies of the shore shall pluck 
The eagle of the sea! 


Oh, better that her shattered hulk 
St 
er thunders shoo! 
And there should be her 7 


ry bare 
And her to the of 
The lightning and the gale! 


Massachusetts asks that this grand old ship be ones. and 
she relinquishes her claim to have her in waters of the 
State, near where she was built and manned, that she may be 
placed in Washington, here to serve as a national monument of 
the triumphs of the American seamen during the war of 181”. 
Such has ever been the true, chivalrous spirit of Massachusetts. 

Through the care and labor of her own Historical Society she 
preserves the revered relics of the Revoluti times and of her 
illustrious sons; and she feels that she has the right to insist that 
the National Government shall no lo be dful of its duty 
to the flower of the American Navy, Constitution. c 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was agreed ta 
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W. H. L, PEPPERELL. 


Mr. CALDERHEAD. Mr. 8 er, I ask unanimous consent 
for the present consideration of the bill (S. 250) for the relief of 
). H. L 


_H. L. Pepperell. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enac etc., That the Postmaster-General and he is by, au- 
thorized and be guenp iis accenade Ww. - late 
t Concordia, State Kansas, credi sum 
master at Concordiid credit to be certified to the Auditor of the 


the Post-Office Department, being on account of the loss of in 
stamps and $200 in postal funds stolen from said post-office on meet, at 
it appearing that said loss was without fault or negligence ee an 

saic fate postmaster, and the said f $1,545 is hereby approp: out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not ted, to pay said claim. 


The SPEAKER, Isthere objection to the present consideration 


f the bill? 
y Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I want to t to the gentleman 
who presents the bill that if this measure any merit the De- 
partment has already power to settle the claim. do not think 


this House ought to settle cases of that character, when the De- 
,artment has power to settle them to the amount of $10,000; and 
therefore I shall have to object. 

Mr. CALDERHEAD. e loss occurred in 1887, and was 
sented to the De ent at that time, or some time before it 
power to make the settlement. 

Mr. LOUD. They have the power now, I would state, Mr. 


Speaker 
Department has been refusing to 


re- 


Mr. CALDERHEAD, The 
reverse a ruling that has been made upon the case, for the reason 
that the Department held that the postmaster was liable for the 
negligence of his clerk. Since that time a different ruling pre- 
vailed in the ent, and where it is shown that the post- 
master has not guilty of negligence, he is not chargeable 
with the negligence of his clerks; but still the Department is 
unwilling to reverse the former ruling in this case. 

Mr. LOUD. I am still of the opinion, Mr. Speaker, that the 
House should not settle cases where the epee has power 
to settle them. If the De ent does not hold that this case is 
such as should be settled, I do not think that Congress should 
review the action of the Post-Office Department in that direction. 

Mr. CALDBRHEAD. Ithink I have a letter from the Attorney- 
General of the Post-Office Department in connection with this case 
that I will ask to have read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

OFFICE “3 ASSISTANT ATTORNEY-GENERAL 


R THE Post-OrricE DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., June 11, 1896. 

Str: Referring to your verbal in concerning the claim of W. H. L. 
Pepperill, late tmaster at Conco: sg Ae for credit on account of post- 
age stamps and postal funds stolen from his office October 22, 1887, I have the 
honor to inform you that for several years it has been the practice of this 
office to recommend allowance of credit for losses resulting from larceny, as 
well as from burglary, fire, etc., when it appeared that such losses were not 
caused or contribu to by fault or negligence on the ot Pegaere: 
and for some time previous to my entering u the duties of this office it 
was held that postmasters were not liable for losses resulting from fault or 
negligence on the part of their assistants. In this ruling I have fully con- 


curred. 
Very reapecttedty, HN L. THOMAS, 


JO 
Assistant Attorney-General for the Post-Office Department, 
P.S.—If this claim was now before this Department for the first time I would 
recommend its allowance. 
J.L. T., A. A. G. 


Hon. W. A. CALDERHEAD, M. C., 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. LOUD. What is the date of that letter? 

Mr. CALDERHEAD. I want to say in addition to that—— 
aa oa Is there objection to the present consideration 

1e€ 

Mr. LOUD. Lhope the gentleman will hold it over until to- 
morrow and I will lookinto it, I think that the Department still 
has power to settle that case. 

Mr. CALDERHEAD. I want to say that $1,300 of this was in 
stamps and of it was inmoney. The De ent may pos- 
sibly settle for the money, but are not willing that they should 
settle for the stamps. ~ 

Mr. LOUD. Ihave no doubt that the gentleman will be recog- 
nized by the er to-morrow. 

The SPE . Objection is made. 

W. J. TAPP & CO. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. oo I ask unanimous consent for the 
me ee of the bill (H. R. 464) for the relief of W.J. 
2 = bill was read, as follows: 

e tt enacted, etc., That the Secre of T ’ 
authorized and ¢ i to pay, tereton mee el the ‘Prone aa scholar: 


appropriated, to W. J & Co., the of ‘ 
Pp ‘0. sum $240.10, as a refund of 


duties e exncted on ; 
at Louisville, Ky. in *ne year 1876. machinery for the manufacture of jute, 


The SPEAKER. + 
of the bill? Is there objection to the present consideration 


Mr. PAYNE. I hope the report will be read, Mr. Speaker. 
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The report (by Mr. CoLson) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 464) for 
the relief of W. J. Tapp & Co., report: 

A bill identical in terms with this was passed by the House of Representa- 
tives of the Fifty-third Congress, but no action was aS m it in the Sen- 
ate. — wose Freel earned to the a y the Committee on 
Claims © Fiftieth, Fifty- an seco gresses. 

The committee recommend that the bill do — 


~ There of the committee in the Fiftieth Generess, readopted in the suc- 
ents inclu the last, sets out the following facts: 

In % W. J. Ta Co., of Louisville, in the State of Kentucky, 
manufacturers of goods ju r, imported certain machinery for 


ness, such machinery not being then made in the United States, to 
be used ———- exclusively in the manufacture of that fiber, enti which was 
a oe used for no other purpose. By the provisions of 


8, 1875, such machinery was entitled for two 
years thereafter to enter free from duty. 


On the 12th of November, 1875, the Secretary of the Treasury decided that 
no machinery was exclusively ada to such manufacture. 

When the eee on wd of ‘app Qo, arrived at the port of entry, they 
claimed it was entitled to be admitted free under the law, but the claim was 
denied, and the duties and charges, amounting to $240.10, gold, were paid by 
them under protest. Other importers of similar machinery pursued the 
same course. 

The Secretary of the Treasury su peat, on the 234 of March, 1877, 
reversed his former decision and admitted duty free similiar machinery 
i rted in October, November, and December, 1875, by Buchanan & Lyall, 


ew York. 
Thereafter Tapp & Co. applied to the Department for a rebate of the duties 
and were refused on the ground that they did not appeal from 
the o decision of the appraiser of customs declaring their machinery 
dutiable. The law provided for such appeal, but having paid the duties 
under protest they deemed it unnecessary, and no doubt sup it would 
be una to appeal to a tribunal which had then recently, as to other 
es, decided the same _— adversely to their claim. 
view of the fact that the Supreme Court has decided that ‘‘a payment 
made to a public officer in discharge of a fee or tax ille, 


lly exacted is not 
such a voluntary a as will preclude the party 


rom recovering it 


back” (111 U. 8., our committee are of the opinion that the parties are 
entitl ne relief asked for, and recommend the passage of the accom- 
panying bill. 


Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I understand that these parties had 
full remedy by way of appeal at the time, under the law, when 
the duty undoubteliy would have been refunded. There were a 
number of other parties exactly in the same condition of affairs, 
and it seems to me that we ought not to commence now to open 
up claims for duties that have been claimed to be illegally — a 
number of years ago. It would open the door to a large class of 


claims. 

Mr. EVANS. I want to say to the gentleman from New York 
the door was opened yesterday morning to a claim at least six times 
as large as this, and passed without objection. 

. PAYNE. I did not so understand it yesterday. If I had I 
would have objected; but if the door is opened now, the sooner it 
is closed the better. I shall have to object to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 


JAMES M. WILLBUR. 


Mr..CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill S. 758. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (S. 758) omtpcrtsing he Secretary of the Treasury to adjust and settle 
the account of James M. Willbur with the United States, and to pay said 
Willbur such sum of money as he may be justly and equitably entitled to. 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
to make settlement with James M. Willbur for excess in weight of material 
and excess in the superficial measurement of illuminated tiling. frames, and 
supports thereof, placed by said Willbur in, on, andaround the New York City 

t-office and court-house building beyond what he was required to fu vaieh 
»y his contract with the United States, according to samples submitted and 
accepted, either upon the report of such excessive weight and superficial meas- 
urement furnished by the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury and Sen- 
ate committee, by the experts, Solomon J. Fague and Archibald Given, of date 
April 21, 1886, to the Senate committee, and on file with the Senate Committee 
on Claims; but if not satisfied with the report of such experts, the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall, within thirty days from the passage of this act, appoint 
three competent persons, who shall be duly sworn toascertain and yo the 
sum, if any, which in justice and — ought to be paid James M. Willbur 
for excess in weight of material and excess in the oe measurement of 
illuminated Sie. frames, and supports thereof, placed by said Willbur in 
and around the New York City pent odes and court-house building, beyond 
what he was required to furnish by his contract as aforesaid, such sum to be 
determined by the prices fixed in said contract, so far as they are applica- 
ble. The said persons so appointed shall also ascertain and report any in- 
creased or extra expense or cost incurred by said Willbur resulting from any 
chan; and additions made in and to the weight, measurement, and charac- 
ter of said tiling or in the quantity thereof from that which was specified in 
said contract. 

Src. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall, within ay days after 
the making of said report, pay to said Willbur such amount as he shall find 
from such report to be due to him, which sum shall be taken and received 
by said Willbur in full and final settlement of all and every claim against the 

nited States on said account; &nd such sum as may be necessary to pay the 
amount so found due is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 
Mr. PAYNE. I should like to hear the report read, reserving 


the right to object. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, the report is quite long, and I 
think I can explain the bill to the satisfaction of the House. This 
claim has been pending ever since the erection of the New York 
post-office. The contract was taken under certain specifications, 








— 


When they came to carry out the contract, it was the opinion of 
the Government officers that the tiling and ‘the framing provided 
for in the specifications were too light, that it would be dangerous 
to put them into the building, and that heavier tiling and heavier 
framing should be used. It was, of course, sup the con- 
tractor that he would be paid extra for the extra material, but he 
has never received his pay. He has come to Con repeatedly 
for relief, specifying a certain sum of money which he claims is 
due him. bill for his relief passed the Houses of Con 

arately several times, an finally passed through both Houses in 
one Congress, and was a to President Cleveland, who vetoed it. 
In his veto message the President says: 

In any view of the matter I regard the claimant as see equitable relief. 
He is not entitled, however, to dictate the rule a is claim is to be 
aan. and he should be quite satisfied if the officers of the Government, 

with the settlement of such matters, are permitted by the Congress 
o a ord equitable relief according to such rules Foal methods as are best 
calculated to reach fair results. 
The present bill was drawn up in the presence of the President, 
for the pu of removing his objection, and I am satisfied that 
if it passes it will receive his signature. 


I yield now to the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Cox] such 


time as he desires. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I think I am familiar with this bill, as 
the claim has been before our committee time after time. The 
case presents this state of facts: In building the post-office at 
New York a question arose as‘to the tiling that should be used. 
The law under which the building was constructed provided that 
a certain amount of money, and only that amount, should be a ap. 
a for the erection of that post-office. The question of 

ind of tiling to be used was raised with a subordinate, and they 
put in this extra tiling and then brought this claim against the 
Government. Now,I am not going to object to the consideration 
of the bill, but I am going to vote against it, because this man got 
a patent upon the tiling that was put into that building, and put- 
ting it in there was one cf his modes of advertising. I concede 
that, probably, the tiling of this claimant was somewhat better 
than that which was first contemplated, but I make the point that 
the ee for the building was strictly limited by the law 
that the contractor made his contract with his eyes open, and | men 
therefore is not entitled to extra compensation. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Allow me right there to ask the gentleman 
whether it is not his opinion that the use of this tiling and this 
framing made the post-office far more safe than it would have 
been if the tiling and framing originally intended had been used? 

Mr. COX. That may be true, but it was also very important 
to this claimant to put his tiling into that great building asa 
matter of advertising. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I desire to corroborate what the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee has just said. He and I have gone over 
this claim several times and have come to the conclusion that even 
if there was benefit to the Government from the use of this tiling, 
the claimant woneay compensated by the advantage to him of 
having his s tiling oak inte that building—that, in fact, he 
was benefited more than the Government was. I therefore object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 


MARTHA C. CARTER. 
Mr. SIMPKINS. Mr. aes ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 6561) to increase the pen- 


sion of Martha C. Carter, widow of Rear-Admiral 8S. P. Carter. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit engl, , That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


. , and pa 
$100 per month from and after the passage 
of {hp passion now drawn by her. 


An amendment, recommended by the committee, striking out 
‘-one hundred ” and substituting “‘ fifty ” before the ord ** dol- 


lars,” was adopted. 
and read a third 


same to be in lieu 


The bill as counted was ordered to be en 
a and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 


On motion of Mr. SIMPKINS, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


D, FULFORD. 


Mr. GAMBLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (S. 1075) for the relief of the heirs 
of D. Fulford. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby. 
instructed to redeem, in favor of the heirs at law of D. Fulford, & pre Sete 
the United States, consols of 1867, of the denomination of $500, Son and known 
as at cake oe said bonds having been ee en ena h noon © of Jul 

ther with accra the heirs at iaw of said D Fu bonds. 
ofeata ther ed interest from July 1, ISTE, b> the date of che maturity 
a bon 


wi 
OF ee Pen at the rate of | % 1872, 





SEC. 2. Thos toe snl hotest D, Pulford shall also execute and file with the 


Secretary of the ue Syounary a bond with sufficient to be approved 

the Soardeary of of $2,000, conditioned to aoe, 
harmless on account of jay nee or 
the interest ie ereon: Provided, That as it appears from the record 


of the Treasury Department that there are now fand two i erhundred- dois a = 


re cou = — ean and two five- 
coupon bonds, num ee loan known as 
eS Se las aoe > hn ee Seis y LIBIe tho Secretar: 


aa 
is hereby authorized and directed to proceed said 
foodie neroby authorized and ditected t9 provoed against sa — 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 


ae What proof is there that the bonds were de- 

r. GAMBLE. If there is any question in regard to that, I 

will oa for the reading of the oe It is quite long, though, 
Mr. DOCKERY. Let it be printed in the REcorD 


Mr. GAMBLE. Then, Mr. I will ask to have the 
ce Seer pp ee 
tion I will say that a bill to relief was passed by the 


last Congress and vetoed by the t upon the ground that 
no indemnification was provided for the Government on account 
of the bonds. The bill in its present form remedies that objec- 
— as appears by the recommendation of the Treasury Depart- 
men 


The report (by Mr. GrarF) is as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to wigan wan suieered Hep WEES. 3am) 8 th 
relief of the heirs of D. Fulford, ees he 


considered the same, respectful! 
recommend t = wee os, and su mit the followi report, adopting, 
= Pegs, Se nape Committee on accompanying 


weedeat the Pi 

could not be indemnified against loas in case the bonds 

presented for payment. But this objection is overcome by the amendment 
, Which was submitted in the form herein given by the Secretary of 


Tent crgeetiies Gnd > 
his 


by ord, deceased, who 
claim ‘was & minister of the Methodist 


We wae washle to describe then r = their num 
re a record thereof. He had received yment of 
His understanding mes the Tall the bende dectro 
The 


the class known as consols of 1367. accompanying let Secre 
a $500 Crag 00 bonds, 
of the two $50 


of the Treasury confirms eee ieee 
but indicates an error regarding 
our committee has eel a upon the evidence, that Mr. Fulford was 

the owner of the bonds described and that the bonds were destroyed by fire 

as claimed. The <= answers, in pameperention 

outstanding $100 Lape Jp or well 
ea pate has no belonged to him 

of the two outstanding $500 
tion can the aes Sow this. 
reasonable to presume that one of ener to identification than this” 13 
unredeemed bond of the same was also his. 

Your committee is satisfied that the entire claim of the heirs of D. Fulford 
is a just one, that the Government was the recipient from him of the face of 
these bonds, and that ine should be compensated, € unable, through 
misfortune, to present the evidence of governmen ebtedness. 

The accompan papers hereto attached are submitted as part of this 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. Open on) THE Someneny, 
Wash: D. C., January 25. 
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge oe comeh t 0 7 letter of ete 18th 
the beins of D. Fulf 


instant, inclosing Senate bill for a 

questing the opinion of the as to saiaien bond of in bennity 
can De ae Fentend on ba prehect thn Unabed Dinten loss should the bill be- 
and unpaid known, as consols of te inae 


= ees 


known as 1867, alleged to have been destroyed fire July 
viz: Two bonds of the denomination of $50 each, one bond of $100, and 
one bond of in ion wane tnadiedt ies batik his 
quly meenac identif an was oes Se an eres on 
e w said were dated 1872, ving 
the interest on to that date. a oneoden 


this Department shows that there are no $50 coupon bonds 

the consols of 1867, of which the last coupon paid was dated July 1, 1872; and 

of the denominations of 

epting ene Sent 

Geet the $80 Gos dlinged to ewe bean dates do not 
ve bee ° 

of consols of 1867; and assuming that the $0) bond referred 

lost bonds, there is a As a ee determining which, tt either, o the 


two $500 bonds was the propert 
Pand to fe Serkor vositeh Government a 
of said bill, it is 1 ae 
as to cover the red of $00 0 y 
viso be inserted the ae aoe 
on 
Seer 


ae view of these facts, — i’ 
gested scent that Benatebill bea = a 
Treasury is here’ 
d of indemnity *noreby a said coupon 
been ieeed* 
Very respectfully, 


of = gd claimed ond. thata a pro 
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW, 
United States Senate, 
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The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to submit a remark or 


two on this bill. I want to say to the House that my attention 
was distracted by certain gentlemen afew moments ago who were 
endeavoring to convince me that I knew nothing whatever about 
the bill to which I had objected, while the bill just preceding this 
was passed, giving the widow of some rear-admiral a pension of 
$50a month, Of course, $50 a month is not a great amount, but 
the bill would no doubt go into conference, and we should ulti- 
mately have a bill to pay a an of $75 or $100a month. My 
position is well known on the floor of this House—that I never 
would allow any pension bill to pass here giving these extraordi- 
nary amounts to the widows of officers of the Army or a. I 
trust that hereafter gentlemen will not distract my attention from 
these cases when they are coming up. : 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 


ssed. 

On motion of Mr. GAMBLE, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 
JOHN LONG. 

Mr. RANEY. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill which I send to the desk. 

The bill (H. R. 9666) to correct and amend the military record 
of John Long, late private Company H, Thirty-first Regiment Mis- 
souri Volunteers, was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., —_ the records of the War Department be, and the 


same are hereby, ame and co so as to show that John Long, late 
rivate in ae H, aa Regiment Missouri Volunteers, United 
tates Arm), uly recruited, enlis and enrolled as a private soldier 
in said company and soapmens on or about the 22d day of August, 1862, and 
that he was honorably harged from said service in said com y and 
regiment in November, on account of disabilities incurred while in line 


of duty in said company and regiment. 


The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 


At the end of the bill strike out the words: 

“On account of disabilities incurred while in line of duty in said company 
and regimer.t.” 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill. 

The amendment _was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be 
time; and it was accordin y read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. RANEY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


IMPROVEMENT OF GOVERNMENT RESERVATION, FORT SMITH, ARK. 


Mr. LITTLE. I ask unanimo‘is consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 2925) fo. the better improvement of the 
Government reservation at the vity of Fort Smith, in the State of 
Arkansas, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read. : 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. I object. 


MARY 8. HIGGINS. 


Mr. HICKS. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 4099) granting a pension to Mary 8. 
Testes, late of Johnstown, Pa. 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized Ra. directed to place upon the pension roll, subject to the prove 
sions and tations of the general pension laws, the name of Mary 8S. Hig- 
gins, the widow of Jacob Higgins, who was a Mexican veteran of Pe lvan 
and colonel of the One hun and twenty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteer 
a ae a the Twenty-second Pennsylv Volunteer Cavalry in the war 
ere on. 


: The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
OWS: 


After the word “rebellion,” in line 10, add: ‘“‘and pay her a pension of $30 
per month, in lieu of that w she is now recei Le 
Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to increase the pension of Mary 8. 


” 


ossed and read a third 


» widow of Col. Jacob 


_ There no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill. 
The amendment to the bill was to. 
_ The bill as amended was ordered to be e and read a third 
time; and it was ingly read the t time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. HICKS, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was was laid on the table. 


The SPEAKER. Without objection, the title of this bill will be 
amended as proposed by the committee. 
There was no objection. ~ 


CHARLES DEAL. 


Mr. FOOTE. unanimous consen consid- 
eration of the bil (Hi. . 6007) Tor the rellef of Gharies Deal 


XXIX——51 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secreta: 
and directed to pay to Charles Deal, 
Champlain, N. Y., the sum of 
of Hugh O'Hara against 

appropriated. 


Mr. PAYNE. I should like to hear the report. 
The report (by Mr. SNOVER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5597) for 
the relief of Charles Deal, having had the same under consideration, report 
it back to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

As a part of this report > House Ex. Doc. No. 185, second session 
Fifty-third Congress, which fully explains this bill and contains the reasons 
given for our action: 


[House Ex. Doc. No. 185, Fifty-third Congress, second session. } 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, April 7, 1894. 


Srr: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a communication from 
the Commissioner of Customs of the 4th instant, submitting the account of 
Charles Deal, late deputy collector of customs at Champlain, N. Y., for reim- 
parecusens of expenses incurred by him in the case of Hugh O'Hara vs. said 

This account grows out of a suit brought NS Hugh O'Hara to recover the 
value of certain goods seized and sold by said Charles Deal, deputy collector 
in which suit the jury, in January, 1892, returned a verdict of no cause of 
action, and the fees of witnesses and other ~ a to the suit, amounting 
to $240.04, as per sworn account submitted to the Department, were paid by 
the said Charles Deal. 

The provision of law for the payment by the United States of costs in suits 
o—— officers of the revenue is that made by section 989 of the Revised 
Statutes. That provision is restricted to cases in which a recovery is had 

inst such officer of the revenue aoe conditions prescribed by statute. 
ere having been no recovery against the deputy collector in the case 
— Mr. Deal, there is no aut ak of law for paying the costs therein. 
he amount accruing tothe United States by the sale of the goods referred 
to was $350.06. 

As these facts constitute equitable 

that the appropriation of $240.04 ask 
Respectfully, yours, 


of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
te a deputy collector of customs at 
.04, for expenses incurred - him in the case 
Deal, out of any money in the Treasury not 


ound for relief, I have to recommend 
for be granted. 
S. WIKE, 


Acting Secretary. 
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS, 
Washington, D. C., April 4, 1894. 

to the claim of Charles Deal, late deputy collector of cus- 
toms at Champlain, N. Y., for reimbursement of expenses incurred by him 
in the case of Hugh O’ Hara vs. Charles Deal, etc., which was reported to you 
by me on the 16th of January last, I have now to further report that he has 
furuished vouchers in support of said claim amounting to ).04, being the 
whole amount of said claim, with the exception of the item charged by him 
for interest, which, in my judgment, should not be allowed. Each voucher 
contains a statement that the amount thereof has been paid to the person 
receipting therefor by Charles Deal. ‘and is attested under oath. 

T proof removes my previous objection to the recommendation of this 
claim to Congress for an appropriation. 

The vouchers referred to are herewith transmitted. 

Respectfully, yours, 


Srr: Referri 


WM. H. PUGH, 
| Commissioner of Customs, 
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS, 
House OF REPRESENTATIVES, UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D. C., March 29, 1894. 
S1r: I have the honor to inclose herewith papers in the matter of claim of 
arles Deal, late a deputy collector, against the United States, to which 
papers I ask your kind attention. 
Yours, respectfully, 
JOHN M. WEVER, M, C. 
Hon. J. G. CARLISLE, 


Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C. 
CHAMPLAIN, N. Y., March 20, 1894. 
Srr: Herewith find statement, with vouchers, for full amount of claim, as 


uested. 
“" reference to the item of interest, will say, as the Government has had 
$350.06 net receipts from seizure since October, 1890, and it was in the execu; 
tiom of my duty, sustained by the court, that this money was paid, is it not 
but just that I should be allowed the interest thereon? 
Respectfully, yours, 


Hon. WM. H. Puen, 

Commissioner of Customs, Washington, D. C. 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the consider, 
ation of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passad. 

On motion of Mr. FOOTE, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


JOHN L, JEFFERIES. 


Mr. BROMWELL, Iask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 2308) for the relief of John L. Jefferies, late a captain in the One 
hundred and tenth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and is hereby, authorized 
and directed to revoke the order dishonorably discharging John L. Jefferies, 
late a captain of Company K, One hundred and tenth Regiment of Pennsyl 
vania Volunteers, and to issue to him an honorable discharge, to date from 
the 18th day of October, 1864, the date of said order. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration, 
of this bill? 
Let us have the report read. 


CHARLES DEAL. 
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Mr. BROMWELL. The report is quitelong. Itrust Imay be 


gllowed to make an explanation. 
Mr. STEELE. Well, I object. 


THOMAS WILLIAMS. 


Mr. SHAFROTH. Iask unanimousconsent for the present.con- 
sideration of the bill (8. 517) for the relief of Thomas Williams, 
an employee of the Senate folding room, for injuries received while 
in the discharge of his duties, in the year 1892. 

The bill was read. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. COX. From what committee does this bill come? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. From the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. COX. Then I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the Chair 
will lay before the House a communication from the Clerk of the 
House. 

CONTESTRD-ELECTION CASE—BENOIT VS. BOATNER. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following; which was 
read: 
CLERK’s OFFICE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., January 9, 1897. 
DEAR Stir: The contested-election case of Alexis Benoit vs. Charles J. Boat- 
ner, of the Fifth Congressional district of Louisiana, if permitted to take 
its usual course, and full time is used in the preparation of briefs (sixty days), 
can not reach the House for its action before its final adjournment. 
1 call yourattention to the status of this case, in order that the House may 
take such action as it may deem best. 
A. McDOWELL, 


Yours, truly, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 
Hon. THomas B. REEp, 
Speaker House of Representatives. 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the Chair will refer 
this case to the Committee on Elections No. 2, which has had 
under consideration the other Louisiana case. The Chair will 
state that this is done with the consent and agreement of the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. BoaTNER], the sitting member. 
Without objection, the papers in the case will be printed. 

There was no objection. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLatT, one of its clerks 
announced that the Senate had di to the amendments of 
the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1722) to approve and 
ratify the construction of a bridge across the Sulphur River, in 
the State of Arkansas, by the Texarkana and Fort ith Railway 
Company, asked a conference with the House on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. Vest, Mr. 
Netson, and Mr. Berry as the conferees on the part of the 
Senate. 

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 2176) 
granting a pension to Thomas Pollock. 


OLEOMARGARINE, ETO. 


The SPEAKER. The regular’ order is the call of committees 
for reports. The pending question is on the motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the House refused to order the previous ques- 
tion upon the bill (H. R. 1221) to make oleomargarine and all 
other imitation dairy products subject to the laws of the State or 
Territory into which they are transported. At the time when 
this motion was made it was followed by a motion to adjourn; 
and some gentleman —— to lay on the table the motion to 
reconsider, for which hair stated there would be opportunit 
iven when the matter came up again, if any gentleman desi 

make that motion. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I make the motion. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. I will move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr, Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to sub- 
mit a proposition, and I think time will be saved by ing to it. 

If this motion is laid on the table it, of course, leaves the bill 
open to discussion and amendment. If it should not be laid on 

e table and the motion is reconsidered, I should even then ask, 
as I did repeatedly on yesterday, for an agreement as to time for 
discussion and amendment. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Submit your proposition. 

Mr. GROUT. Now, I ask unanimous consent that an hour— 

o far as I am concerned,I think that will be sufficient—that an 

our be given to the discussion of the bill, and for the offering of 
amendments under the rule, and that a vote be taken thereafter 
upon the third ing of the bill. 

Mr. CANNON. y not put it in this wy if the gentleman 
from Vermont will allow a suggestion: That by unanimous con- 
sent the i may be which refused the previous 

uestion, and that after an hour has been consumed in general 
debate: the bill be open in the House as in Committee of the 








Whole for amendments under the five-minute rule. ‘In that way 

of course, the — will keep control of the previous question. 
Mr. GROUT. That will be entirely satisfactory to me, sir. 
Mr. BAILEY. I would suggest that if the motion to lay on 

the table were withdrawn, and the motion to reconsider the 


vot 
by which the House refused to order the previous - i “st 
withdrawn, it would still leave it open for debate. by unani- 


mous consent, if the request is granted, and I see no objection to 
it, that same result would be reached. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the proposition of the 
gentleman from Vermont to the House. 

The gentleman asks unanimous consent that the proceedings 
under the motion for the previous question be withdrawn. Is 
there objection? 

Mr. CANNON. I think that it should be coupled with a fur. 
ther request for unanimous consent that time be allowed for gen- 
eral debate and for the consideration of the bill and the offering 
of amendments in the House as in Committee of the Whole 
under the five-minute rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the request of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont. The gentleman asks unanimous consent 
that he may be allowed to wi w the demand for the previous 
question—— 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman will permit 
me before that request is submitted. I know of four or five gen- 
tlemen on this side of the House who have expressed a desire for 
time, and I hardly think that thirty minutes would be sufficient. 
I think it would require a little more time, probably forty min- 
utes. 


Mr. GROUT. What time would the gentleman from Missis- 


ippi su it? 
"ee. LIAMS. I would suggest that the gentleman ask 
unanimous consent for one hour and a half. 

Mr. GROUT. That is entirely satisfactory tome. Lask unan- 
imous consent to withdraw the motion for the previous question, 
and that the House have general debate for one hour and a half 
on the bill, and amendments under the five-minute 
rule in the House as in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask unanimous consent that the time 
granted be equally divided between the two sides, one side to be 
controlled by the gentleman from Vermont and the other to be 
controlled by any gentleman on this side of the House whom the 


Speaker a a. 

Mr. GROUT. I will not object to that, I may be per- 
mitted to say that on yesterda; minutes of the hour were 
consumed by the opponents of the 


R. Is there objection to the division of the time 
equally between the two sides? 

There was no objection. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the Chair will recog- 
nize the gentleman from Vermont to control the time of the 
——- and the gentleman from ippi in opposition to 

e bill. 

There was no objection. 


OLEOMARGARINE, ETC. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont is recognized 
as in control of the aoe 


Mr. GROUT. Will the gentleman from Mississippi proceed 


A r, I yield ten minutes to the gen- 
tleman from Florida | Mr. P 


PER}. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. Mr. Epeaer, I will not detain the 
House possibly for the ten minutes allowed me, but I do wish to call 
to the attention of the House and to emphasize the importance of 
the legislation upon which we now propose toenter. Itisa matter 
of elementary knowledge to every man who has studied at all the 
formation of the Constitution of this co that one of the chief 
motives that induced the formation of the Union and the adoption 
of that Constitution was the vesting in Congress of the control 
and regulation of interstate commerce. Now, this question is no 
party one; it is no sectional one; it is much broader the mere 
question of whether or not farmers in Vermont shall! be 
authorized to discriminate against a commercial product manu- 
factured in the State of Illinois. We stand to-day upon ground 
where we have boundaries and limits. We an act giving 
to the States the power to legislate, under their police ers, 10 
matters affecting the sale of intoxicating liquors, even in the 


bay package. 
ow, we can stand on that. Weecan say “‘ whisky is a thing by 
itself, and has always been under the police power and is known 
uire police ation;” but the moment we pass there and 
we will to the States the power to regu- 


to 
several 
lato the sale of the prodnote of other States—admittedly not such 
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necessarily injurious either to health or to morals—the 
as we do that we invite constant assaults on Congress b 
various interests from the different States. Whenever there shail 
come here any article that can command votes enough, or when- 
shall come any combination of articles that can com- 


mand votes enough, you will have demands that the power of 
Congress be relegated to the States to permit them ieetiletion 
nominally under the police power, but really to permit tion 
by some States to prevent competition in trade between articles 
which they produce and articles produced by other States. 

Now, many States would like that power as to various articles. 
If I could get a provision as to Chicago beef attached as an amend- 
ment to this bill, along with Chicago oleomargarine, I should like 
to have it, for we find in Florida the pressure of those great Chi- 
cago companies, not only actually driving out of the market, but 
prohibiting our people from fattening or selling their own beef 
in their own State, saying to butchers, “If you buy Florida-fed 
beef, we will crush you out.” But yet we have not come to Con- 
gress and asked for the power to legislate on the sale of beef from 
other States. If yougivesuch power under the — of ani 
tion law, you put it wholly in the power of a Btate to r te 
and to control the traffic. : : 

Now, Mr. Speaker, here, where necessarily we exercise powers 
that affect material interests, we have frequent contests. We 
have them on the tariff, we are going to have them moreand more 
on internal-revenue taxes, r certain pementeaie which we 
have set; but, sir, we can stop to-day in abandoning control of 
interstate commerce at the statute concerning intoxicating liquors. 
The moment we pass that threshold and declare that Congress will 
relegate to the States, under so-called police powers, the authority 
to regulate the sale of any commercial article not generally recog- 
nized and admitted to be injurious and within the interstate-com- 
merce clause of the Constitution, that moment we have no line 
where we can say “thus far we will go and no farther.” It is 
not an idle apprehension that Congress will be constantly impor- 
tuned to go into this discriminating oo We shall have it 
here as certainly as we pass this bill. hy should we a bill of 
this character? The gentleman froxa Vermont (Mr. Grout] ve 
that the Supreme Court of the Upited States has held that the 
States chal have sufficient police power to prevent the fraudu- 
lent sale of any article in imitation of another. If this is true, and 
his bill proposes-nothing more, then we need no further legisla- 
tion. If his bill does propose ing more, then we ought not 
to enter upon such legislation. 

Mr. BOATNER, If the gentleman will allow me a suggestion 
right there—— 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. With pleasure. 

Mr. BOATNER. The real object of the bill is to add to the 
oy powers of the States byenabling them to absolutely prohibit 

e sale of an article within their territory which is being manu- 
factured and sold under a license issued by the United States. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. Undoubtedly. I understand that. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it has been said to me, “‘ You are a Demo- 
crat and a State-rights man. How do you oppose such legisla- 
tion?” There is no consideration in this question; but, sir, 
the doctrine of the Democratic party, as I understand it, is and 
always has been that we stand on the Constitution of our fathers, 
not extending it by latitudinous construction, and not undertak- 
ing to sap or to weaken any of the legitimate powers vested in the 
Federal Government. Andthis isnot onlya legitimate power, it is 
an absolutely essential power. The moment we begin to delegate 
to the States the power to control interstate commerce we bring 
about the very evils that this Union was framed to terminate. 
aa meee a interstate commerce into pariaaian. on State will 

ire iscriminate against one thing, another against 
another, and, as I have said, whoever can get votes enough here, 
either because one article is produced in a majority of States, and 
another in a minority, or because certain interests can combine 


and get votes to te to the States the to discriminate 
and to prevent the sale of those articles within the States, they will 
do it, and ess will be plagued with this precedent in a thou- 
saniforms. It isa new precedent which goes beyond anything 
we have ever done before. We are making a new precedent in 
constitutional legislation here. We are beginning to pull down 
one of the greatest bulwarks of the Constitution and to destroy 
one of its most beneficial features, and, sir, I for one do protest 
against entering on a path which I foresee will be so disastrous to 
the commercial interests of this whole country in the end, and 
will lead to infinite confusion, to continuous strife and conflict, 
and which will answer no good purpose in the long run, even to 
those who are now favoring it. 
Sanat he tecke” tba to he gntoan 
ir. ; . , ield to 
Ohio (Mr. Nortuway] ten minutes. —— ws 


Mr. NORTHWAY. Mr. Speaker, it is against 
Sort Siedilithes Congress would surrendering to tho a ous 
& power which it ought not to surrender. It isclaimed that 


we ought not to surrender to the States any power tocontrol any- 
of interstate commerce. I disagree with the idea. I shall 
not have time to-day, in the short time allotted to me, to go over 
thissubject fully. 1 desire to call special attention to twoor three 
matters only. One is this: That the people of this country in the 
various States have entered upon a justifiable warfare against 
adulterated and poisonous food products. If there is one thing 
that the people are determined upon, it is that the food products 
which are sold to the people shall be pure if it is possible to make 
them so; especially that they shall be free from deleterious drugs, 
etc. So far as the States are concerned, if there be any adulter- 
ated food product produced in the State offered for sale they have 
full power to regulate or prohibit it. Most of the States have 
very stringent legislation in this line, and the legislation 
upon this subject goes further than upon most any other criminal 
— known. Itis provided that an act, to wit, the sale of an 
adulterated product,shallconstitutea crime. It has been held by 
all the State courts passing upon the question, and is held by the 
Supreme Court of the United States, that ‘‘ knowledge” was not 
a of the ingredient of the crime, and the “fact” alone con- 
tuted the crime. They place it upon the high ground of police 
tions, and the right of the people to declare that to bea 
crime, without knowledge, which will interfere with the health 
and life of the people. 

Now, I would be glad to know why it is that the people of Ili- 
nois or of Kentucky, if they ship to the State of Ohio or Iowa a 
food product, shall not be subject to the same regulations precisely 
that the manufacturers of that kind of a product shall be in the 
State of Iowa or the State of Ohio. I see no objection. 

Mr. BOATNER. Will the gentleman yield to me? 

Mr. NORTHWAY. For a question. 

Mr. BOATNER. Isita fact that there can be sold in any State 
any product from any other State which falls within the purview 
of the health and inspection laws of the State where it is offered 
to be sold? 

Mr. NORTHWAY. So far as the original-package decision of 
Leasey against somebody—the gentleman will remember—goes, 
it has been held that one sale made in the original package can not 
be interfered with. How far the subsequent opinion of the 
— Court goes to modify that I am not prepared to say. 

r. BOATNER. If the gentleman will allow me to call his 
attention to the fact, the decision to which he refers does not go 
to the extent of saying that an article can be sold in an original 

kage one time when that article will be injurious to health 
and is inhibited by the inspection laws of that State and it hasa 
bad effect upon public health and public morals. 

.NORTHWAY. If the people of the State have full control 
of this matter, then this bill will confer no power upon the State 
and will take none from the General Government. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. [If the gentleman will pardon me 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Ican not yield to the gentleman. I have 
not time to carry on a dialogue. 

If the people had full control over the matter, under the given 
opinion of the Supreme Court or any law then existing in any 
State, then it will not harm us to grant the power asked for in this 
bill. Isubmit this, that so far as food products are concerned— 
and I am not prepared to go into all interstate commerce—but so 
far as food product is concerned,it should be under the control 
of the people of the State, because they can control it better than 
we can. 

Now, take any law that we may pass upon the subject. How 
will we enforce it? Take a food-product law. If weshould en- 
force it, it will take an army of officers, or it will not be worth 
anything at all. Take the article of French pease, as insignificant 
as they look to be. They are adulterated. They are nothing but 
common pease colored by a coloring matter that is highly poison- 
ous. Every can of French pease is colored by a mineral coloring 
matter, and sold in the various States. It costs about $5 for each 
analysis, and the General Government can not control the business 
at all, and you can not protect the people against it. We have no 

wer unless we create a great army of officers bylaw. Ifwe con- 

er power upon the States'to enforce these regulations, we intrust 
the people of the States to enforce them. If the State of Ohio en- 
ters upon a warfare and determines to give the people a pure food 
product, I say let the people of no other State have any more power 
on that subject than anybody in the State of Ohio. 

Take an instance that has justcome to my knowledge. To-day, 
at the great Soldiers’ Home in the city of Dayton, Ohio—and I 
make this assertion upon positive proof-—to-day, at the great Sol- 
diers’ Home at Dayton, they are advertising for 48,000 pounds of 
oleomargarine, to be bought of Armour & Co., and they have 
bought it at 7 cents a pound, while the legislature of the State of 
Ohio denies to the convicts in the Vhio penitentiary the use of any 
such article. Why is it that the directors of that institution are 
to be allowed to supply our old soldiers with 7-cent truck, which 
is miscalled “‘ butter,” while the convicts im the Ohio penitentiary 
aresupplied with pure butter? Why should not both institutions 
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be under the same regulation in that respect? 


I have here the | 
charge that has been made, and the admission on the part of the | a dangerous t 





Why, Mr. — just look at this. My friend sa 
i 


that it i 
ng, that the commerce clause of the = 


nstitution 


management of the Soldiers’ Home that they are buying this oleo- | is being invaded, and that the passage of this bill will create 


margarine, and they propose to buy another su 


the quarter, at 7 cents a pound, to feed to the old soldiers of our 


ply at the end of | 


country, while the convicts in the State penitentiary are supplied | 


witb pure butter. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit that the people of Ohio are capable of 
dealing with this subject, and if there is any power that we hold 
that we can confer upon them in relation to it, I insist that that 
power should be conferred, and that it is our duty, as it should be 
our pleasure, to give them the full right to obtain pure food prod- 
ucts, so that all these articles may be dealt with alike, and that 


should give the power to the people of the State, because we can 
not enforce it ourselves.. As I have already said, if the Federal 
Government should undertake to enforce this power it would take 
an army of officers to do it, and then it would not be done effectu- 
ally. I insist that this bill is absolutely right as a business prop- 
osition. Thereis nosentiment init. There isnoreason in saying 
that it is surrendering a power on the part of the General Gov- 
ernment that it ought not to surrender. I submit that it is 
simply surrendering to the people of each State what they ought 


to have, the power to control in all matters relative to food prod- 


ucts, whether to regulate them or to prohibit whatever is impure 
and deleterious. 

Mr. BOATNER. If it will not interrupt the gentleman, I would 
like to ask him a direct question. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. 1 will hear it. 

Mr. BOATNER. The gentleman thinks that the legislature of 
Ohio should be i 
oleomargarine within the limits of that State. Now, if the leg- 
islature of Lilinois were to declare that all cattle raised in the State 
of Ohio were unhealthy and were to pass a sweeping statute pro- 
hibiting the sale of any Ohio carcasses in Illinois, would the gen- 
tleman think that statute was constitutional and ought to be 
sustained? 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Thegentlemanasks half a dozen questions 
inone. He asks if I think the people of Ohio, or the legislature of 
Ohio, ought to have the right to prohibit the use of oleomarga- 
rine. I reply that I think the people of Ohio ought to have full 
power to determine whether the article is a pure food product or 
not, to determine whether it is adulterated or poisoned, and to 
prohibit the sale of anadulterated and poisonous article of oleomar- 
yarine, just as they ought to have, and do have, the right to pro- 

nibit the sale of an adulterated or poisonous article of butter. 
The State of Ohio will not permit the butter maker to color his 
butter with anything that is deleterious. Why, then, should it 
permit oleomargarine to be colored with deleterious matter and 
sold in Ohio as a food product? And yet to-day, under the deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court, oleomargarine can be sold in original 
packages, and it is sold to hotels and boarding houses, and it is 
breaking down the farming industry of our country, it is bring- 
ing into use a deleterious food product, and, just as the people of 
Ohio have the right to prohibit the manufacture or sale of adul- 


terated butter or adulterated cheese, so, I claim, they ought to 


have the same right to determine whether the man 
oleomargarine is selling in original packa a pure article of 
oleomargarine or whether he is selling an adulterated article. I 
say there ought not to be any discrimination between food prod- 
ucts, and [ hold that the States should have full control in all 
these matters. 
Here the hammer fell. ] 

r. TUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer an amendment 
to this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. BLUE). The Chair will say 
to the gentleman from Virginia that the amendment is not in 
order at this time unless he desires to have it read as a part of his 
remarks. 

Mr. TUCKER. Then, Mr. Speaker, I will merely offer it to 
be pending, and will state to the House, as I stated yesterday, 
that this amendment provides for striking out all after the word 
ae in line 3, down to and including the word ‘‘cream,” in 
ine 6. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr.S er, I raise a point of order on that. 

Mr. TUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I think this amendment is clearly 
right if the bill is right. This bill, as I read it, is practically 
drawn from the law which was passed by Congress on the 8th of 


acturer of 


August, 1890, in response to the “ original-package” decision. As | 


the House will remember, that law had reference to liquor, and to 
liquor elone. Here is a bill proposed in the exact form of that 
law, but covering another article of commerce. My friend from 
Florida [Mr. Cooper] has intimated that if we this bill now 
we shall probably have a similar bill coverin. icago beef, and 
then we may look for another applying to the lard which is made 
in Chicago. If the principle of this bill is right, why should we 
be cutting off a few articles every year instead of declaring our 
will by one general statute covering the whole? 


iven the absolute right to prohibit the sale of | 








_ vision of the Constitution and that which is 


trouble in the country. I can not sympathize with that feeling. 
Why? The bill is carefully drawn, it seems to me. It declares 
that this article, when it arrives within the limits of such State or 
Territory— : 


Shall be subject to the operation and effect of the laws of such State or 
Territory— 


Laws how enacted?— 
enacted in the exercise of its police power. 


The commerce clause can not interfere with or override the 


| lice power of the State. We admit the power and the necessity 
the people may guard against impure and deleterious food. We | 


that commerce and trade between the Statesshall befree. There 
is no confusion in the accepted construction of the commerce pro- 
t ; ized as the 
lice power of the States. I recognize that this bill is nothing in 
he world but a declaration of what the Constitution is. It ies 
not propose to confer greater rights than now exist. It simply 
contemplates that the commerce clause shall have its full, free, 
active a in every direction, except when it comes in con- 
flict with that power which has been recognized by all decisions 
from time immemorial. As to any subject of commerce, either a 
food product or impure literature—in other words, whatever may 
be hurtful to the morals or the health of a people—as to those 
things the commerce clause yields to the police power of the State; 
and the power is left in the State to say, under the police power, 
‘This thing is deleterious and hurtful to the people, and there- 
fore the commerce clause must yield to the police power to protect 
the community.” 

Now, I appeal to my honorable friend from Vermont to join 
with me in stopping this chopping-up process which we have had 
for six years in this House. henever a man begins to feel the 
effect of the evils of this system he comes in with an individual 
bill to help his individual matter. I say let us stop this whole 
thing by one bill, which can be done by accepting the amendment 
I have offered. 

Mr. GROUT. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Morse]. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I propose to vote for this bill. I 
believe it is a proper and just bill. And in voting for it I represent 
Massachusetts. Our State has passed stringent laws against these 
frauds called oleomargarine, imitation butter, or imitation cheese. 
In the Commonwealth which I have the honor in part to repre- 
sent, a boarding house that uses this vile stuff on its table must 
hang up in its dining room a sign: ‘Imitation butter used here.” 
The manufacturers of this oe in my State are not allowed 
to color it in imitation of the color of butter; they are obliged 
to sell it white, or its natural color, so that the man who butters 
his bread with it can see what article he is using. 

This bill proposes to protect the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts from having brought into her borders from other States this 
imitation product and sold contrary to the laws of the State. 
Ever since I have been a member of the House I have consistently 
and persistently voted for every measure that looked to the sup- 
— of oleomargarine, imitation butter, or imitation cheese. 

very one of us has a personal interest in this matter. I, for one, 
do not want to butter my bread with soap grease, even if it has 
been chemically treated. 

The board of health of Massachusetts was called upon, while I 
was a member of the State legislature, to pass u the healthful- 
ness of this product; and that board, composed of some of the most 
eminent men in our Commonwealth, said, among other things, that 
the door for the propagation of that awful disease known as 
‘*trichinosis” was thrown open tosome extent at least by the manu- 
facture of this product. And — They explained why. They 
said that the oil of the hog, in order to be made into oleomarga- 
rine or butterine or any of these other products named here, could 
not be brought up to such a temperature that the diseased germs 
would be destroyed, because this extreme heat would break the 
globules and the butter could not be churned. On the strength 
of that report by the board of health of Massachusetts, the legis- 
lature, of which I was at the time a member, passed this very 
stringent measure to which I have called attention. 

I have said that in my judgment this is a just and good bill. 
I do not understand that it sane anything to the existing law. As 
explained by the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout] yester- 
day, it simply s the decision of the Su . which 
was delivered by a divided court, and is liable therefore to be re- 
versedand overthrown. The manufacture of imitation butter and 
caeese is a fraud upon the great farming interests of this country. 
I have, since Ihave been a member of this House, voted uniformly, 
consistently, and persistently for every measure in the interests 0 
the great ae class of our country. There are a great many 
tribunes of the farmers who are , who stand up and 
demand in the interest of the farmers which would be 

inst their interest—cheap money, for But I do be- 
ve it to be in the interest of the farmer—I believe it to be wise, 
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just, and proper—to legislate in behalf of the great dairy inter- 


ests of this country. . 

I have listened to some of the constitutional arguments of the 
learned gentleman from Louisiana and the learned gentleman from 
Virginia. And when I hear some of these learned lawyers, ju ° 
and jurists discourse upon the Constitution, I sometimes of 
a minister that I h of, of whom it was said that his principal 
qualification was that he could split a theological hair, and it was 
not so good after he had split it as it was before. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, Iam loyal to the Constitution of my country. 
I find in ita provision about interstatecommerce. If there is any- 
thing in that provision that will enable us to suppress, control, or 
restrain the sale of this vile, dirty compound, unfit for human 
food, I will vote for such a measure every time, and I wish my 
friend from Vermont would bring in some more bills like this for 
me to vote for. 

Mr. GROUT. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 


ee KGEY, Mt Speaker, th ition to the pending bill 
Mr. CEY. “ er, the opposition e pending 
seems to be under the control mainly of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Witttams]. I have on my table the statutes of the 
State of Mississippi, which provide that a person who sells, manu- 
factures, or exposes for sale, as an article of food consumption, 
oleomargarine, and so on, without being properly branded, shall 
be punished. I will quote the exact language of th 


e statute: 
Seo. 1242. A pe who sells or manufactures, ex or offers for sale as 
an article of food, any ol e or other su 


ce in imitation of any 
article of food, without discl the imitation by a suitable and p y 


visible mark or brand, indicating and naming what the substance reall 


est is, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. and, on conviction, shall be fined not lens 


than $10 nor more than $100, or be imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding 
on month, or both. 

That is the language of the statute of the State of Mississippi, 
and shows the views of the people of Mississippi as to the charac- 
ter of this product. 

Up to 1890 it was understood that any State had the power to 
make such law with reference to intoxicating liquors, with refer- 
ence to cigarettes, or anything which in the judgment of the State 
would seem deleterious to human health, or which in the judg- 
ment of the State might be used as a cheat or a fraud, to deceive 
consumers under the guise of the genuine article; that the power 
to regulate or prohibit the sale of such articles within the limits 
of the State was unquestioned. In 1890, however, this great con- 
stitutional right, of which my friend from Florida [Mr. CooPER] 
has spoken, and which he clings to so tenaciously, was for the 
first time discovered. He didnot know it before; none of us knew 
of the existence of that constitutional right until the Leisy case, 
decided in 1890, as to intoxicating liquors. So we are not limiting 
the ancient powers of the General Government, as stated by the 
gentleman. This bill proposes to prevent the use of interstate 
commerce so as to allow cheats and frauds upon the people. 

be sale of an imitation of butter as butter is a crime at com- 
mon law. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it has been suggested that if we stop the sale 
of this imitiation butter or ‘‘ bull butter” and these other fraudu- 
lent articles which are sold in imitation of wholesome products 
which have been in use among mankind for thousands of years, 
the next step will be to laherlove with the sale of Chi beef. 
Chicago puts up canned beef, and so does Kansas City. Su pose 
the packers should put into the cans the flesh of the horse. Horse- 
flesh is not universally considered unwholesome; .it is esteemed a 
good article of food by some people, and some nations = it 
even to beef. The opponents of this bill might say, ‘‘ Shall you 
interfere with wholesome horse beef? It is true it is sold as beef; 
it is true that it is branded ‘ beef’ and so sold, and the public do 
uot know the difference; but if a man don’t know what he is eat- 
ing, if he can not tell the difference, what harm does it do, and 
why should you interfere with the right of the packers in Kansas 
City and Chicago to put up and sell horse meat as beef?” That 
is the logic of their argument, and yet, Mr. Speaker, the mere 
statement of such a proposition would turn the stomachs of the 
constituents of the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. WILLIAMs]. 
They would feel outraged if it was sieminted bo sell horse meat to 
— instead of beef under the protection of interstate-commerce 

ws. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the gentleman permit me—- 
a LACEY. No; I have but a few moments and I can not 
yield, : 
An honest cow is the noblest work of God, and the best of her 
roducts is a good article of butter, and nothing will destroy the 
iry business of this country, one of the very largest interests in 
the nation, any quicker than to tclerate by law, under the guise 
of the protection of commerce, the sale of counterfeit and imi- 
tation butter made of heg’s lard, cotton-seed oil, or any other 
tate Soernn, Seat the as “i a. 
This ply proposes to do e outside ucts that 
are brought into a State for sale exactly wea txts teen 
or may do with its own food products. 


in Mississi 


to-purchase it, of course. That is his right. 
he ought to know what he is buying. 
upon and made to buy oleomargarine under the name of butter, 


the State have power to ste 
own police regulation? 
product is brought there, employ such methods as will enable the 
constituents of my friend to te 
Why should they 


exercises it every day. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
yield to the poten from Mississippi? 


we are at” in this proposed legislation. 
tax of 2 cents a pound on oleomargarine. 
Iowa [Mr. Lacry] says it is a revenue measure. 
only under the guise of a revenue measure could we enact it. 
we enacted it because gentlemen, like the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. MorsE] and others, took the 





When the product arrives 


sippi or Iowa we can regulate how it shall be sold, and 
are enabled thereby to protect the purchaser from being imposed 


upon; but we have no power, except under the local laws of the 
State, to enable our 


ple to know just what they are buying, 
aman wants to buy 7-cent oleomargarine, he ought to be allowed 
But at the same tim 
e ought not to be impos 


e national law forbids the counterfeiting of national-bank notes 


or coin, and yet it would not be held that the States could not 


rotect themselves by local enactments on the same subject simply 
use the Constitution gives Congress the exclusive control of 


the subject under its general powers. 


This ocleomargarine act was passed as a revenue measure. It 


provides for taxation upon the product; it provides not only for 
the collection of revenue, but it 
ple engaged in commerce ae 
in this subject, shall be requi 
when this article arrives within the limits of the State the Con- 
gressional enactment is no longer regarded. Fraudulent dealers 
strip off the brand or marks required under the Congressional act 
to _— the innocent purchaser, and then they begin to 
tra 


— the mode by which peo- 
out the country, when dealing 


to protect their customers. But 


erpe- 
frauds upon the local consumers. Why, then, should not 
in and provide a remedy under its 
Why should not Mississippi, when this 


exactly what they are buying? 
subjected to this fraud? 
Mr. WILLIAMS. The State of Mississippi has that power, and 


Does the gentleman from Iowa 


Mr. LAC I can not; my time is about exhausted. The 


a says that the State of Mississippi exercises that power; 


utif the article is sold as an original ae the power of the 


State may be undermined and destroye 


Here the hammer fell. | 
r. WILLIAMS. I yield to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


CANNON] such time as he desires. 


Mr. CANNON. Mr.Speaker,I think we had better see “ where 
In 1886 I voted to levy a 
The gentleman from 
Yes; because 
But 


ound that here was 
a food product that was masquerading in false colors. They said 


it was an unwholesome product, and all that kind of thing, and 


that people should be compelled to sell it for what itis. Now, I 
hold this act in my hand. What does it do? It levies a tax of 
$600 a year upon every manufacturer of oleomargarine. It levies 
a tax of $480 a year upon every wholesale dealer and a tax of $48 
@ year upon every retail dealer. This is United States law. 
There are heavy penalties provided for nonpayment. 

It also levies a tax of 2 cents upon every pound sold. What 
else does it do? I call the attention of my friend from Iowa [ Mr. 
LACEY] to this because, from his remarks, it appears clearly that 
he does not understand the facts. It makes the manufacturer 
pack this product in packages so marked, and, as a part of the 
revenue measure, it must remain in the package. Aye, more. 
When it goes to the retailer in the State where it is manufactured, 
or out of the State where itis manufactured, no particle of it can be 
sold by the retailer except he puts it in a new package that is 
tattooed all over with the information that it is oleomargarine. 
This Federal law provides severe penalties for any violation of 
the act from the time this article is manufactured down to the 
time it goes into the hands of the consumer. Is there any com- 
plaint that that law is not enforced? The gentleman from Iowa 
[ Mr. LacEy] says that when it goes to another State thus marked 
it is removed from the packages, and that it is sold as butter. 
Now, I say to my friend from Iowa [Mr. Lacry].that he evidently 
does not speak with knowledge—— 


Mr. GROUT. It is done every day, and convictions are had 
for it. 

Mr. CANNON. It can not be done without fine and imprison- 
ment, 


Mr. LACEY. When they are caught they are punished, but 
they are not caught. 
r.CANNON. When they are caught they are punished, the 
gentleman says. When a man commits murder and is convicted 
he is hanged. The United States in enforcing its revenue laws 
has enforced them with more vigor and efficiency than any other 
laws have been enforced, and so with this. 
Mr. LACEY. But the United States officers are after the rev- 
enue simply. 
Mr. CANNON. Oh, certainly, the United States officers are 
after the revenue, and the protection comes in, as I understand it, 
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in that way. They are after the revenue, just as they are after 
the revenue on tobacco under the law which provides that a stamp 
must be canceled when the cigars are sold from a box. 

Now, what do we have? Here is a product which, I will say to 
ray friend from Iowa [Mr. Lacey], his constituents and mine are 
more interested in than they are in the product of butter. 

Mr. LACEY. Oh, no. 

Mr. CANNON. Itis a product made of what? 
tallow, churned through milk. A wholesome product. I speak 
from knowledge. It is a far more whvlesome product than three- 
quarters of the butter that is made in the United States. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Far more cleanly. 

Mr. CANNON, Far more cleanly and more wholesome, and 
where my friend from Iowa [Mr. Lacey] has one constituent 
interested in the butter trade, he has four constituents interested 
in this trade. 

Mr. MORSE. Wiil my friend allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. CANNON. If I can get any time. 

Mr. MORSE, We will give you all the time you want. 

Mr. CANNON. The gentleman says I can have all the time I 
want 

Mr 
bread with oleomargarine, if you use this——- 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, certainly I use it; and let me say to my 
friend, it is immensely better than three-quarters of the butter that 
is used as a food product. Now, here we have a product that, for 
the purposes of revenue, is singled out and marked from the time 
it is made until it reaches the consumer in pound or half-pound 
packages. That tells the story from beginning to end. Still this 
product has the merit that it is manufactured and consumed, and 
men who want to get rid of the competition in this product, in 
which my constituents are interested—and I represent an agricul- 
turai district—-come and seek to do what? To shut it out of the 
markets entirely. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Now, will the gentleman permit.a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. CANNON. Well, I would sooner go on and make my 
speech. 

Phe SPEAKER protempore. Does the gentleman from Ili- 
nois yield? 

Mr. CANNON. I will yield later on. 

Now, what is the law? In the case of Plumley vs. Massachu- 
setts (155 United States) this statute was sustained: 

No person, by himself or agent or servant, shall render or manufacture, 
sel!, offer for sale, expose for sale, or have in his possession with intent to sell, 
any article, product, or compound made wholly or partly out of any fat, oil, 
or oleaginous substance or compound thereof not produced from wnadulter- 
ated milk or cream from the same. which shall be In imitation of yeilow but- 
ter produced from pure unadulterated milk or cream from the same: Pro- 
vided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the manufacture 
and sale of oleomargarine in separate and distinct form, and in such manner 
as advise the consumer of its real character, free from coloration or ingredi- 
ents that cause it to look like butter. : 

That is the Massachusetts statute. That statute has been sus- 
tained by the Supreme Court of the United States. Now, with 
that statute sustained, why does the gentleman want this legisla- 
tion? Because he wants the State invested with power by Con- 

ress, if it can be, to go further than the Massachusetts statute 

ias gone. Let me say to the gentleman I have been informed, 
and | state it here as true, and I ask now to be challenged if it is 
not, that the State of New Hampshire, by legislation, declares that 
oleomargarine shall not be sold unless it is colored pink. Now, 
the gentleman’s bill would validate that law upon the sale of this 
product—or green or blue—and the gentleman's legislation would 

further than the Massachusetts statute. 
aw of any State that would say that this product should not be 
sold at all. Now, in addition—— 

Mr. GROUT. Will the oe yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. (To Mr. Wu.u1ams:) Am I taking 
too much time? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Just go ahead. 

Mr. GROUT. The gentleman entirely misunderstands the pro- 
visions of this bill. A State law may operate under the police 
yower by authority of the bill, upon this article when it is in 
“imitation of butter,” and only then. The bill confers only that 
authority. Now, if the gentleman will read the bill carefully, he 
wil! see that his remarks on this subject are all to one side of 
what the bill provides. 

Mr. CANNON, Oh, well, I think not. The Massachusetts 
statute has been sustained. Now, then, does it not go far enough? 

Mr. GROUT. That is just as far as this bill goes. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, what is the necessity of this legislation 
if that-is all that the gentleman wants. The State—— 

The — pro tempore. The time of the gentleman has 
expired, 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I would be glad if ~ 

entleman time to answer a question that I 


Leaf lard and 


would give the 
ould like to ask 


’ MORSE. I want to ask you whether you butter your | 


It would validate the | 
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Mr. WILLIAMS. How much time have I left, Mr. Speaker 
Mr. LACEY. I ask unanimous consent that the - wll 


| have five minutes in his own right. 
| Mr. GROUT. Outside of the time 


agreed to? 
Mr. CANNON. Oh, well, if I talk about this, I ought to have 
ten minutes. 

Mr. GROUT... Make it ten minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
asks unanimous consent that the gentleman from Illinois be 
allowed ten minutes further time. Is there objection? [After a 
pause.| The Chair hears none. 


Mr. TAWNEY. I want to ask you this question. 
Mr. CANNON. Very well. 
Mr. TAWNEY. I would like to know what specific right the 


— of oleomargarine will lose by the passage of this 
aw? 

Mr. CANNON. I will say to my friend that it places it in the 
power of the State of New Hampshire to enforce that law now 
upon the statute books, that oleomargarine shall be colored pink 
| before it shall be sold, under the police powers of the State of New 

Hampshire. 
| Mr. TUCKER. They have that right now. 

Mr. TAWNEY. Is it nota fact under the law, as de- 
| clared by the Supreme Court of the United States, that the State 
| has the same right that it would have under this proposed law? 

Mr. CANNON. No. 

Mr. TAWNEY. If they have not, then what difference is there? 
Mr. CANNON. Oh, well, if the gentleman is right, what is 
the necessity for the legislation? 

Mr. GROUT. If the gentleman will allow me—— 

Mr. CANNON. Now, who is going to have this ten minutes? 

Mr. TAWNEY.. You have asked me a question, and I would 
like to answer it. 

Mr. GROUT. I was going to give the reason, as I have no time 
of my own. 

Mr. CANNON. We are under the five-minute rule, and if we 
can have further extension I will yield; but gentlemen just coming 
in from lunch. without listening to what I said in the inni 
and some of them being full of questions and objections, pro- 
ceed to make them. |Laughter.}] Well, now, if gentlemen will 
just allow me to proceed for five or six minutes—— 

Mr. COOKE of Iilinoisand Mr.GROUT. Youhaveten minutes. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, then, I will ask for order. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I should like to ask the gentleman a 
question. 

Mr. CANNON. I have just half a dozen asked me now. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I wish to ask you one question. 

Mr. CANNON. What is the q ? 

Mr. NORTHWAY. The question is this: If there isan imita- 
tion of butter, made by a fraudulent or bogus concern, where is 
there any law or where is there any power in the State to regulate 
that matter if it is sold in the original pocegs 

Mr. WILLIAMS. In the and police power. 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman will read this statute here, 
the Massachusetts statute, that has been sustained—and it is a 
sweeping statute—by the Supreme Court, he will find it. 

Now, then, if the State of Vermont merely wants to exercise a 
power that it now has under the law, under its police powers, 
then this legislation is not needed; but if the State of Vermont 
wants to absolutely prohibit the sale of ol under any 
and all conditions that it sees in the exercise of its police 
powers, as it does and may the sale of spirituous liquors, 
then this legislation is apt. 

Now, in my judgment, it is not desirable todo it. Let me show 
gentlemen where they are going. I say here, after investigation, 
that oleomargarine is more healthful and more desirable for food 
than three-fourths of the butter that is made in the United States. 

Mr. TAWNEY. If it is made out of pure fat, it may not be 


unhealthful. 
But suppose it is bogus oleo- 


Mr. NORTHW AY (in his seat). 
margarine? 

Mr. CANNON. I trust that gentlemen who desire to interrupt 
me will do me the courtesy of rising to their feet. Eanentes.| 
Oleomargarine is largely a product of my own State. materia 
of which it is made comes from ‘the hogs and cattle that are pro- 
duced throughout the country. 

Now, if we enter upon the -galeg of saying, in the interest of the 
producer of good butter or pee “We will get rid of a 
competitor,” let us see where will take us. The gentleman 


[Mr. Morsr] comes from the old Commonwealth of 
chusetts, of which he is and I am proud. accomm 
dates herself to ces. Falling off in 
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Amongst other bape: ig manufactures more shoes than any 
other State. She ts the kip and “improves” the leather to 
make a ‘‘calf” shoe when it is not calf [laughter], and it takes an 
expert to tell the difference. That product comes to my State, 
and—— 

Mr. WILLIS. You do not have to eat the shoes, though. 

Laughter. 
; Mr. C ON. Oh, Ido not have to eat the shoes; but I com- 
mend to the gentleman an improvement of his mind, whereby it 
can recognize the operation of a general principle without indulg- 
ing in a little bit of demagogy. oho) 

Take another illustration from Massachusetts: In her great 
woolen mills she mixes shoddy with the wool, and she sells for 
dress goods and as “all wool” a produet that is Sree ee 
fourth or one-half cotton, with shoddy interwoven. In is- 
sippi they have less manufactures than in Massachusetts. Now, 
if the prineiple of this bill were carried to a legitimate conclusion 
it would authorize Mississippi or Ilinois, in the exercise of the 
police powers, to ect her people from imposed upen by 
the sale of a “ ” shoe that is not calf, of an “all wool” 
textile product of the State of Massachusetts which is not all 
wool; and there would be God and morality for it a great deal 
more than there is in this-case, because the shoe that is sold for a 
calf shoe when it is counterfeit is not a good thing, and the dress 
goods that are sold as all wool when they are counterfeit are nota 
good thing, whereas pure oleomargarine is a good thi 
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in the Plumly caseand thus protect the people of the United States 
from this fraud which is bearing down the prices of butter, and 
has been militating against the health and t interests of this 
country for years. It is idle to say that oleo isa wholesome prod- 
uet. It isessentially an uncooked fat. Not one person in a hun- 
dred voluntarily purchases and uses it. Even if wholesome, its 
use depends upon imposition, and that alone. But no uncooked 
fat is a wholesome food. 

Gentlemen can not—I care not how specious may be their argu- 
ment—make the people of this country understand that it is right 
by constitutional construction to give a status toa frand. What 
aa ef this country want is clean and fair dealing. We 
need in this land of ours three hundred and sixty-five days in the 
year to preach the doctrine ‘Thou shalt not steal.” And we ali 
understand that the worst kind of a thief is the man who holds 
out a food product to be genuine which as a matter of fact isa 
counterfeit and a fraud. 

It is wrong for the people of Massachusetts or elsewhere, as 
charged by the gentleman from Lllinois {Mr. Cannon], to sell 
their split leather for calf. That fraud, if practiced, ought to be 
denounced. But the gentleman from [linois will hardly justify 
the sale of imitation butter as genuine by showing that somebody 
in ae undertakes to palm off split leather for full calf 
or kip. 

These people, if they believe at all in the notion that oleomar- 
4 garine is a wholesome product, should have no objection to a 
Now, I will leave it to lawyers to wrestle about the Constitution | measure of this kind, for its only effect is to authorize the States 
and to split hairs. I put the case as a citizen of the great State of | by proper police regulations to compel the sale of this product for 
Illinois, representing a great agricultural district, and I say that | what it really is, attending every transaction connected with it 
it is better for us to recognize the spirit of the Constitution, the | from the time it comes into the State until it reaches the con- 
spirit underlying production and civilization, the spirit of com- | sumer with the proper safeguards, so that everyone may know 
merce, and te realize that, amongst ourselves at least, with forty- | what he is purchasing and what he is consuming. Every honest 
five Common wealths, making one great country, the UnitedStates | product is helped by such a law; only the dishonest suffer. 


of America, we can not afford, in the sup interest. of a little Here the hammer fell. 
knot of men here or a little knot of men there, to adopt prece- r. WILLIAMS. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
dents which if carried to their legitimate conclusion will sub- | Louisiana {Mr. BoatNneR}. 


stantially destroy the Federal compact and: make us forty-five| Mr. BOATNER. Mr. Speaker, gentlemen who advocate the 
independent governments, full of bickering, full of strife, full of | passage of this bill all proceed on the supposition that the sale of 
jealousy, full of selfishness. [Applause.] [I do not believe that | oleomargarine is a fraudulent business, that the product itself is 
this bill should be enacted intolaw. Furthermore, the bill itself | a cheat and a fraud, and that therefore the States under their 
sails under false colors and professes to accomplish that which | police powers ought to be allowed to suppress it. Now, sir, if 
every honest man is content to have accomplished under the law | the assertions of these gentlemen were well founded, they would 
as it now is and as it has been declared. by our Supreme Court. | not come to Congress for permission to the States to exercise a 
While this bill sails under false colors it seeks te go further than | power which has been granted to them by the Constitution and 
the law now goes, and to.authorize the absolute prohibition of the | the exercise of which has been sustained by the Supreme Court 
importation inte the several States of the products of other States. | since the foundation of the Government. If oleomargarine is a 
Mr.GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I now yield five minutes tothegen- | fraud, if it is injurious to the public health, if it is not clean, the 
tleman from Nebraska {Mr. Harner], States do not need our authority to prohibit absolutely its mannu- 
Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I am heartily in favor | facture and sale. But the trouble with gentlemen is that their 
of this bill. I believe the principle upon which it is based is a | assumption is not true and can not be proved. The trouble is in 
sound one and fully justifiable. e are brought face to face with | fact that oleomargarine is not a fraud; it is not unwholesome:; it 
conditions which members, I believe, generally understand. The | is not injurious; and the courts of the United States, while they 
dairy interest of this country. its largest single interest, having | will sustain any State in the exercise of its police power, will not 
an output of about $900,000,000 austentinn finds that its legitimate | permit it to shelter itself behind the police power in the perpetra- 
domain is invaded by the basestof counterfeits, having its home, as | tion of a fraud on the Constitution of the United States, by falsely 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] has just told us, princi- | stigmatizing a business or a product as fraudulent and injurious 
or hi the State of Illinois. The legitimate dairy products are | to the public health or public morals when, as a matter of fact, 
ing crowded out of the markets by the base semblance of low | it is not. 
cost and still lower quality. Gentlemen who contend that oleo-| Mr. MORSE. I should like to ask the gentleman whether he 
margarine is a wholesome food product, that it is even better than | practices his own preaching—whetber he buys oleomargarine for 
butter, are reminded that oleomargarine always masquerades in | his own table. 
the garb of butter, while butter never imitates oleomargarine. Mr. BOATNER. I donot know whether I do or not. I do not 
Oleomargarine in its nomenclature, in its packages, in everything | know whether I eat oleomargarine or butter when in Washing- 
connected with its sale, imitates butter. | ton, When at home, I eat butter. 
Mr. Speaker, the superior never imitatesthe inferior. Itisonly| Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman yield a 
the inferior and false that masquerades in the garb of the true and moment for a question? 
imitates the superior and the genuine. Thereareproducedinthis| Mr. BOATNER. [If it is not too long. 
country ann about 70,000,000 pounds of oleomargarine, 94per Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. If the statement which the 
cent of which is sold as and for butter, at butter prices, dnd there | gentleman has made is literally true, what objection can he have 
is no man on the floor ef this House who can by inspection dis- | to the statute of New Hampshire requiring oleomargarine, before 
tinguish oleomargarine from butter. Oleomargarine—‘‘ bull but- | it can be sold within the State, to be colored pink? 
ter,” as we call it out West where we know it—costing 7 cents per| Mr. BOATNER. My objection is the objection which the 
pound or less, is sold for genuine butter, supplanting real butter, | Supreme Court has found and sustained to innumerable statutes 
which wre oe cents a pound. That means afrand upon con- | of the different States, violating the provisions of the interstate- 
sumers of at 11 cents per pound at the wholesale price. At | commerceclause of the Constitution—seeking to draw discrimina- 
retail the fraud aggregates at least double that sum. | tions between citizens of different States and the products of 
This a under the police regulation of the different States. What right has the State of New Hampshire to 
' imi The law of the United | affix a brand of that kind? What right has the legislature of the 
States is not sufficient to out fraud. The decision of | State of New Hampshire to interfere with the business of one of 
the Supreme Court in the Plumly case does, it is true, lay down a | its citizens for the benefit of another of its citizens? 
Reece eeenatows thaStntes todeal with the frand. But,Mr.| Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Ii does not discriminate 
, that decision was pronounced by a divided court. It | between citizens. It provides that the law shall equally affect all 
vs. Hardin. If weknew | citizens. 
; be quite content| Mr. BOATNER. The gentleman will pardon me for declining 
With it. But frauds are active, their arguments are specious, and | to yield further. I have only five minutes. 
the personnel as well as the opinions of judges Wethere-| Mr. Speaker, this clause of the Constitution was adopted not only 
fore desire to give legislative to that rendered | for the purpose of establishing absolute free trade among all the 





; 
F 
|! 


sa ik yee or wb be HE - 


1.5 De Sapte sateen, 
Seeteead . ei 


ty: 


enna aan ere 


Sepia aiaees te 


a es 


i 
| 
{ 
iH: 
i 
i 
At 


a 


a a 


ln Ee NT IRE ET 


cine tac meanest tals at 
ee amen 
Ee ee es 








808 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





JANUARY 14, 





States of tne American Union, but for the purpose of securing for 
the citizens of each State and the products of each State all the 
rights and privileges in the several States accorded to citizens and 
the products of anyother State. That was thereason for the adop- 
tion of this interstate-commerce clause of the Constitution. And 
we can not abandon to the States the authority thus reserved to 
the General Government without abandoning one of the most 
important functions and prerogatives of the Federal Government. 

As the gentleman from Illinois has so ably and eloquently 
shown, but for the existence and maintenance of this clause of the 
Constitution we would be split up into forty-five independent 
States, each one seeking to obtain an advantage for its citizens 
and its products over the citizens and products of every other 
State. he State of Mississippi, for instance, which until recently 
was not very much in love with the State of Massachusetts, might 
pass an act declaring that Massachusetts shoes were a fraud and 
a cheat and that none of them should be sold within the limits of 
that State unless they were painted green. [Laughter.] Another 
State might declare that whereas the shoes e in the State of 
Massachusetts frequently had paper soles, they could not be sold 
within the borders of that State. 

a. the hammer fell. } 

r. MORSE. Massachusetts makes the best shoes in the world. 

Mr. BOATNER. Thatis what Chicago says of oleomargarine. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I now yield ten minutes to the 
gentleman from Delaware [Mr. WILLIS], a member of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, I have been in favor of most of the 
laws passed with reference to oleomargarine, both by the National 
Legislature and in the legislatures of the States, ause I think 
they move in the direction of justice and of right. I think this 
law moves in the direction of justice and right, and in so far as I 
can see it does not infract the rights of the States or the nation. 

The history of oleomargarine, and of those who have made 
earnest and urgent attempts to manufacture and put it upon the 
American market, reminds me of a passage I have read in the 
prophet Amos: 

When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the Sabbath, 
that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, 
and falsifying the balances by deceit? 

That strikes one of the root propositions, not only of the great 
ancient theocracy, but it strikes at the very animus of the oleo- 
margarine interest. If you are going to have legislation that will 


stand, legislation that the ple in subsequent generations will 
approve, legislation that will be for the benefit of the t masses | 
on honest | 


of the people, it must proceed and can only procee 
principles. 

Now, nubody has undertaken or is undertaking to prevent, as 
I understand it, the manufacture or sale of oleomargarine, but is 
simply setting up a claim that oleomargarine, if it speak at all in 
the American markets, shall call a spade a spade; that it shall not 
speak with a eo e; that it shall not come, as the gentle- 
man from Nebraska [Mr. HaInER] so well said, ‘‘ masquerading 
under false colors,” reminding us, so aptly as he did, that the su 
rior never masquerades in the garb of the inferior, but the inferior 
in that of the superior. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, a word in regard to the eloquent and glow- 
ing remarks of the gentleman from Illinois a ANNON], which 
have been referred to by the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. 
BoaTNER]. I will not say that the articlecalled oleomargarine is 
a deleterious compound and an unhealthy food product for some 
stomachs. Why, I know that acobblestone has gone through the 
gizzard of an ostrich. [Laughter and applause. | 

Mr. TOWNE. How do you know that? 

Mr. WILLIS. Becausel have seenit. [Renewed laughter and 
applause.} But I will undertake to say that oleomargarine is not 
a wholesome food prodact for some le. Now, ask me how I 
know that. [Laughter.] ButI will tell you the way I know. Itis 
because, as the colored man says, ‘I have proved it by ’sperience.” 
[Laughter.] Anything that has got hog’s lard in it will keep up 
an unpleasant memory in my stomach for half a day. | 
But anything that comes to me in the sweet and uncontamina 
SS. of pure cream is not only harmless, but nutritious and 

ealth ee , 

Mr. HE DERSON . Makes you feel like dancing a hornpipe. 
[Laughter. 

Mr. WILLIS. Yes—— 

A Memper. They would turn you out of church, then. 

Mr. WILLIS (continuing). And the illustrations introduced 
in some parts of the speech of the gentleman from Illinois were 
somewhat amusing. In trying to illustrate, I believe, the point 
he was making with reference to charges against oleomargarine 
not being a healthful food product, he brought in the question of 
leather. He said that some of the leather sold in the market as 
calfskin was made of horse hide, but he forgot the idea that one 
went on the outside of the man and the other on the inside 
{laughter], and there is a tremendous difference, Mr. Speaker, 





between that which is on the outside and that which is on the 
inside of a man. [Renewed laughter and applause. } 

Now, if a man has a — digestion, if he has a good strong 
stomach, he can probably eat and digest anything in the whole 
category of food products, from a tough Texas mule to a quail, 
If he has such a stomach as that, I will not join issue with on 
his natural-born right to eat oleomargarine. [Laughter.] But I 
will say to you that I do not want it and will never have it, sim- 
Ply, because it is unwholesome for me. 

ut I am only one of a great multitude. Now, whatis the harm 
in having a law or many laws, in order to make the thing sure, 
that will give a man the opportunity to judge what he is eating 
and to make a safe selection? Life at best is nonetoolong. Tha 
comforts of this world are not overmultiplied, and the question of 
dietetic products, dietetic arrangements, dietetic articles is one of 
the most important of all we have. All these laws proceed upon 
sanitary and health-giving and ee principles that 
this country ought always to give its hand to. Iam in favor of 
this bill, because I believe it is a reassertion of the principle of the 
decision of the Supreme Court; and from the very fact that there 
seems to be a — of —peling in this country against 
the authority of the Supreme Court; from the very fact that some 
of our friends from the South and very many of them from the 
North, once under the zegis of the old-time Democratic party which 
used to clamor for State rights, have forgotten that guiding star 
that led them and their forefathers,.and under the influence and 
magnetism of some of these stra of modern times, have 
pone off and framed a great poli platform that seems to de- 
nounce, or at least to discount, the authority of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court. Let Congress assert itself in this bill, and 
let us pass it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. § er, I yield five minutes to the 
gentleman from Kentucky ts r. CLARDY]. 

Mr. CLARDY. Mr. Speaker, the 1 ) of this question 
have all been ably discussed by the able lawyers on each side of 
this question, and, as is usual, of course, they are about half on 
one side and half on the other. Upon nearly all the legal ques- 
tions that we have ever discussed in this House, this, 1 believe, 
has been the state of the case. We laymen, those of us who are 
not lawyers, are unable to form an opinion from what they have 
said. So we shall have to discard that and take just a common- 
sense view of this question. 

Now, what is the real object of this bill? What is its ultimate 
purpose? If this bill is intended only to require the ucers of 
a particular article to sell that article exactly for what it is, we 
have already a general law which provides for that. Now, if the 
States do not seek to go any further than simply to carry out that 
law, and if the rane who have this bill ine will amend 
it so that it will simply apply to the stamping of this particular 
product and to require everybody who sells oleomargarine to sell it 
as oleomargarine or butterine, then I will go with them. I will 
agree with them on that question. But the scope of this bill far 
exceeds that. As 1 understand it, it will give the authority to 
the State to absolutely exclude from sale in that State any par- 
ticular ora that they do not raise or manufacture and do not 
wish sold. That is where the wrong comes in. 

Now, the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
TUCKER] is ey worse than the original bill, in the sense that 
it gives a still wider scope to this proposition. Under that bill, 
any particular thing, no matter what, could be excluded from 
any State where it was not manufactured, and where the people 
desired to prevent its sale. Now, for instance, take a product of 
the State of the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout], maple 
sirup. Any State in this Union that does not make that product 
and does not desire it to be sold, could exclude it. Why? No 
doubt when it leaves the gentleman’s State it is a pure and a very 
desirable and palatable food, but, my friends, when the sojourners 
at our hotels and boarding houses meet with it they can not tell 
whether it is sweetened water or watered sw , 

Now, these are facts. Take another article largely produced in 
some States and not produced in others, which is considered a 
luxury, but which is denounced by many people all over the coun- 
try, who say that it is a sin and almost a crime to use it. I refer 
to tebacco, which is produced largely in some States and not pro- 
duced in others. How long will it be before some of these States, 
governed and ruled by fanatics on this subject, will a law that 
tobacco in any of its fabrications can not be sold in that State? 
This amendment of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] 
would make such a thin ible. 

Now, another point. e gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NorTH- 
WAY] stated that the law as it at present exists in his State 
allows oleomargarine to be sold, and that it interferes with and 
cripples the dairy indu of that State. This shows the pur- 

of this bill and what it is really intended to ——. It 
is really intended to protect this one industry, the dairy industry, 
and to make it more profitable, at the expense of another industry. 

It never has been established as a fact that oleomargarine 
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Nobod 
My friend from Delaware [Mr. 
ig stomach would —— anything with lard init. Now, my 


is not as wholesome a food as butter. 
_— that. 


has been able to 
ILLIs} says that 


friends, he is evidently a dyspeptic, and you can not rely on his 
stomach, because the healthiest people in the world use lard quite 
largely, all over the country. 
Here the hammer al 
r. WILLIAMS. Will the gentleman from Vermont now con- 
sume some of his time? 

Mr. GROUT. There are but ten or eleven minutes remaining 
on this side, and I shall yield it to one gentleman. I think we 
should be allowed to close. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. How much time have I remaining? 

The SPEAKER _ tempore. — minutes. 


Mr. W Does the gentleman from Vermont prefer 
that I go ahead? 7 

Mr. GROUT. Yes; I prefer to have you occupy your time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, a desire is expressed by the 


gentleman from Vermont that this side consume the balance of 
its time, and then he will consume his. 

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the House, when the gentleman 
from Ohio {Mr: NoRTHWAY] was speaking, he said that the States 
and the people were engaged in ‘a warfare against an injurious 
and deleterious food product.” With that warfare I sympathize 
heartily; but the trouble with the geritleman’s position is that 
oleomargarine, butterine, cottolene, and these various substances 
are not unwholesome, deleterious, or injurious food substances. 
If they were, they would fall now under the sanitary and police 

wers reserved to the States in the Constitution of the United 

tates, as was announced by the Supreme Court of the United 
States on the very article of oleomargarine when it delivered lately 
on the oleomargarine statute of Massachusetts. What were the 
facts in that case? The facts are set forth by the court, and they 
were agreed facts. I quote: 

It is admitted that the article sold was sent by the manufacturers thereof 


in the State of Illinois to the petitioner, their agent in Massachusetts, and 
was sold by him in the original package— 


I call the attention of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. LAacgEy] 
to that fact. He said when he was on his feet that when the oleo- 
margarine was in the original package it was not within the scope 
of regulation under the police powers of the State. The admitted 
fact in this case was that it was in the original package— 
and that in res to the article sold, the importers and the petitioners 
had complied with all the requirements of the act of Congress lating the 
sale of oleomargarine, and it was marked and distinguished by all the marks, 
we and stamps required of oleomargarine by the laws of this Common- 

That is, the State of Massachusetts. 

Now, the Supreme Court of the United States held upon that 
state of facts that the law of the State of Massachusetts, which 
does everything which my friend from Delaware [Mr. WILLIs] 
says he wants to do, everything that my friend from Vermont 
[Mr. Grout] says that the bill is intended to do, namely, forbid 
absolutely the sale of oleomargarine whenever sold under the guise 
or semblance or butter, whenever it was sold it all, unless it came 
within the following proviso: 

That nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the manufacture or 
sale of o ne in a se te and distinct form, and in such manner as 
will advise the consumer its real character, free from colorations or 
ingredients that cquse it to look like butter. 

Now, the statute of Massachusetts forbade the sale of this prod- 
uct with that proviso. The Supreme Court of the United States 
under this state of facts and with this proviso held that act to be 
constitutional. Therefore it follows that if all the gentlemen 
wanted to get was what they say they want to get (and gentle- 
men will understand by that that I mean that if their intent in 
passing the law was all the effect of the proposed law), then there 
is no need for the law. But the trouble about the whole thing is 
that the law goes further than they say they want to go, and gives 
the State the power not only to do what Massachusetts did, and all 
they say they want to do, and what the Supreme Court says they 
can now do, but it subjects oleomargarine to any law of the States, 
whatever the law may be, whether on the statute books now or to 

hereafter passed, and putsit within the broad scope of the police 
powers, which are held to be so much a part and parcel of the re- 
served rights of a sov State that the Supreme Court of the 
United States has held that no clauseof the Constitution can invade 
them. Where the trouble of the gentleman from Ohio comes in is 
this: That if he can prove what he asserts, viz, that this is an un- 
wholesome and injurious product, he would have no need to pass 
the law; but as it is in fact, despite his assertion, a wholesome and 
healthful product, but as he wants to shut it out under the pretext 
that it is an unwholesome food product, he is in favor of the pas- 
Sage of this law. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Lacey] said 
something facetious about horse beef, and said it will be absurd 
to compare the two things, because if people want horse beef they 


ought to have horse beef, and the gentleman thinks they ought to 

have it if it was sold as horse beef; and then he wants this prod- 

uct sold also, provided it shall be sold as oleomargarine, and says 

they are making no opposition to any law provided that it is sold 

that way. 

7 a GARDNER. Will the gentleman yield to me for a ques- 
ion 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes, sir; I have only eight minutes, and I 
desire you to make it brief. 

Mr. GARDNER. Have you ever seen or have you ever heard 
any reputable person say that he has seen oleomargarine for sale 
in a retail store under its own name? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Iam tolerable ‘“‘ reputable,” and I have seen 
it scores of times, and so has everybody upon this floor who has 
ever entered a retail store. I have seen it branded ‘“‘cottolene,” 
I have seen it branded ‘“‘ butterine,” and branded “ oleomarga- 
rine,” and everybody can see it if they will go down to the stores in 
Washington. 

Mr. CANNON. I have bought it scores of times in preference 
to three-fourths of the article sold as butter. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Now, there is a gentleman I know my friend 
will admit to be ‘‘ reputable,” because he is from the right latitude. 

Now let us goon. The gentleman from Iowa says that men 
ought to be allowed to buy oleomargarine if they want to, but 
that they should know what they are doing. I agree with him; 
but the trouble with this bill is that if it becomes a law a man 
can not, buy oleomargarine, whether he knows what he is doing or 
not, provided the State in which he wants to buy it forbids its 
sale. The gentleman says that he does not want “the legitimate 
domain of Butter invaded.” What is ‘the legitimate domain of 
butter”? To be butter, is it not? So that oleomargarine can not 
invade the legitimate domain of butter unless it goes there pre- 
tending to be butter. But the trouble with this bill is that it goes 
beyond the prevention of that fraud, and provides in effect that 
oleomargarine, not only in the guise of butter, but in any other 
guise, can not be sold or bought if the State of New Hampshire, 
or the State of Vermont, or the State of Mississippi, or any State 
forbids the sale or purchase of it within the State limits. 

If this bill passes, and if the Supreme Court holds that the law 
is constitutional, that will be its effect. I have my doubts of its 
constitutionality, but I am not going to indulge in such a remark 
as was made by the gentleman from Nebraska [ Mr. Harner}, who 
said that the Supreme Court having made a certain decision, the 
matter would be all right if the people were not afraid that the 
decision might be changed. In the last campaign people who 
referred to possible changes of Supreme Court decisions were 
denounced as “‘ anarchists ” [langhter], but I will not so denounce 
the gentleman from Nebraska. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I yield ten minutes to the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. GRosVENOR]. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker, if there is one feature of this 
proposed legislation more conspicuous and important than all 
others, it is that which provides for the exercise of what we call 
the police power in the States, and it is that power which this bill 
seeks to establish and strengthen within the jurisdiction of the 
States of the Union. That is, the power that is exercised in regu- 
lating the sale of intoxicating liquors. There is not a State in 
this Union that does not authorize its legislative body to prescribe 
the terms upon which all kinds of intoxicating liquors may be 
sold within its borders. Indeed, I believe that in a number of 
States the power to absolutely prohibit such sale has been upheld, 
and it has been upheld upon the ground of the peculiarly danger- 
ous nature of the commodity, involving the loss of the property 
and the character, and sometimes the life of the citizen. That 
power, I say, is universally recognized, and yet I hear a gentle- 
man on the other side of this Chamber, whom I have always 
recognized as a lawyer of ability and distinction [Mr. BoaTNER}, 
saying that the recognition of this police power implies a power 
in the State to prohibit the sale of cloth and of boots and shoes! 

Why, Mr. Speaker, the very underlying principle of all legisla- 
tion of this kind is the recognition of the same power in the State 
which regulates the presence and the movements of the victim of 
a contagious disease, or the sale of decayed or decaying vegeta- 
bles, or of impure milk. The State of Massachusetts went to the 
very verge and upheld a statute, to which my friend from Ohio 
[Mr. NortTHWAY] must have referred, which made the sale of 
adulterated milk a crime without proving the scienter, and the 
supreme court of Ohio has very recently made a like ruling, al- 
though the language of the statute neither involved in terms the 
guilty knowledge nor attempted to say that the crime could be 
committed without the guilty knowledge. I think that was going 
a little beyond what I should have believed to be an absolute con- 
sonance with the liberty of the citizen in this respect. 

But now let us come to the sale of this commodity. A gentle- 
man who has just made an argument on the other side says that 
this is a question of practical common sense, and that is true. 
There is no occult question of law involved here. The State has 
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the right to regulate the sale of a deleterious or an impure com- 
modity and to provide against frand. Now, I am not going to 
discuss, from the standpoint of some of our friends present, this 

nestion of the character of oleomargarine. It does not make any 
ot fference in this case whether what they say about it is true or not, 
or whether, if I were to express an opinion, I should be compelled 
to modify their statements in obedience to my own knowledge and 
judgment. It is enough to say that the legislation of the country, 
i -gislation which, I believe, has been thoroughly approved by the 
eople, has regulated, or attempted to regulate, the manufacture, 
Leontine and sale of oleomargarine. 

That legislation has been upheld by the courts of the country. 
It is a very simple proposition, and I never had any doubt myself 
about the constitutionality of that law. There was never, in 
my mind, during the long discussion of the subject here, any 

uestion, except the question whether it was good policy to use 
the taxing power of the Government to thus far break down an 
existing industry. That industry was assailed all along the line 
by evidence as to the impure and deleterious and fraudulent char- 
acter of the commodity produced. We have passed away from 
that situation, and now, in any supplemental legislation that we 
may enact, it seems to me that we ought not to discuss here the 
original question of the power of Congress to interfere to regulate 
the manufacture and sale of this commodity, or the propriety of 
its exercise of that power. Having, therefore, passed forward 
from that, the next question that arises is whether this legislation 
is needed and whether it is proper legislation. 

The gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. BoATNER] says, in effect, 
that if it is lawful to sell a commodity in the original package in 
a State, made lawful by act of Congress and the law upheld by 
the Supreme Court, we can not undertake to interfere with the 
article after it gets there. Does the gentleman understand where 
the logic of ns argument would take him? The State of Ken- 
tucky may manufacture whisky and put it into barrels and ship 
it to the State of Kansas. No man can prevent that traffic under 
the law. But can not the State of Kansas regulate what. shall be 
done with a commodity after it comes within the borders of the 
State? That is this question; that is all there is of this profound 
question that we have here now. The law of Congress says 

at this commodity shall be marked and branded. The decision 
of the court is that the State of Kansas or the State of Kentucky, 
or any other State, may not exclude the interstate commerce that 
carries the package into that State. Now comes the supplemental 
act of Congress which says, ‘‘ While that is true, we recognize the 

»olice power of the State.” We have not attempted by this legis- 

Tation, and the court has not undertaken by its decision, to destroy 
the police power of the State. Therefore, while asking legislation 
of Congress that remits to the State the power to regulate the 
sa)e— 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Would it not be wise, in view of the 
complex character of this question, to have this regulation made 
by Congress so that it shall be ve alike to all the States? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I would not permit Congress to so far 
invade the independence of a State as to adopt legislation which 
would debar a State from exercising its police power. 

Now, it is very interesting to me to hear some of the arguments 
which we hear made on the other side. Itisa oo long time to 
live—we have traveled a long way in the evolution of political 
questions in this country—when gentlemen of the old Democratic 
school of politics, who all their lives have been proclaiming the 
doctrine of the rights of the States, and who in days past have 
carried that question to the arbitrament of war and blood, now 
stand up here in favor of an act of Congress that shall strike down 
the power of the State to regulate the sale of food products within 
its borders. 

Here the hammer fell at the end of five minutes. } 
he SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
{[Mr. Grout] has one minute remaining. 

Mr. GROUT. I shall not occupy that minute. I ask that the 
pill be now read for amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill will now be read for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacied, etc.. That all articles known as cleomargarine, butterine. 
imitation butter, or imitation cheese, or any substance in the semblance o: 
butter or cheese not the usual product of the dairy and nct made exclusively 
of pure and unadulterated milk or cream, transported into any State or Ter- 
ritory, or therein for use, consumption, sale, or storage therein, 
shall, upon arrival in such State or Territory, be subject to the operation 
and effect of the laws of such State or Territory enacted in the exercise of 
its police powers to the same extent and in the same manner as though such 
articles or sa had been produceé in such State or Territory, and shall 
not be exempt therefrom by reason of being introduced therein in original 
packages or otherwise. 
ah TUCKER. I offer the amendment which I send to the 

esk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “articles,” in line 3, strike out “known as oleomargarine, 
butterine, imitation butter, or imitation cheese, or any substance in the sem- 


biance of butter or cheese not the usual of the dairy and not made 
exclusively of pure and unadulterated or cream.”’ 


Mr. GROUT. The gentleman proposes to strike out. What 
does he to insert? 

The ‘SPE KER on The gentleman 

e A ro tempore. from Virgini 
[Mr. TucKER] has the floor. = 

Mr. TUCKER. Imerely offerthe amendment. I have nothing 
to say about it. 

Mr. GROUT. Why, Mr. Speaker, that amendment « vuld abso- 
lutely disembowel the bill. 

A MemBer. Of course; that is what it is intended for. 

Mr.GROUT. Isay the amendment would absolutely eviscerate 
the bill. If that is the gentleman’s object, the same end could be 
reached, if he has sufficient numerical on his side, by 
voting down the bill on its third reading. It not seem to me 
that we need spend any time in discussing the amendment. 

Mz. MORSE. “Mr. Speaker, I move to amend by striking 

r. . ‘ , | move to amend by striking out 
the last word. I make this motion for the purpose of saying a 
word by way of answering the attack made upon my State in 
some of the illustrations which have been used in the argument 
of gentlemen on the other side. It has been said in the course of 
the debate on this floor, by the way of justifying this oleomarga- 
rine fraud upon the great farming interests and the consumers of 
this country, that the manufacturers of usetts are not 
honorable merchants and business men and are guilty of fraud in 
the manufacture of leather, shoes, woolens, etc. Lest by silence 
I should appear to give consent to that charge, I wish to say a 
"word here in my place. 

I call the attention of the House to the fact that a distinguishgd 
Representative of Massachusetts on one occasion in antebellum 
times, when the dark crisis was impending and the mutterings of 
war and secession were heard, stood on this floor and said, in 
answer to an attack on our Commonwealth, that “he threw down 
her glove to the whole band. of her assailants.” That man was 
Anson Burlingame. Now TI stand in my place and in behalf cf 
the manufacturers of Massachusetts, and, measuring my words, [ 
say that for business honor, for enterprise, for integrity, I throw 
down the glove of her manufacturers, bankers, and business men 
to the world. [Applause] 

Mr. Speaker, the manufacturers of Massachusetts sell woolen 
goods and shoes for what they are. There is no attempt, as in the 
case of oleomargarine, to palm it off for something it is not. If 
there is any split leather in their shoes they are sold for split 
leather, and for half the price of whole leather. If their clothes 
are made in part of cotton (as charged), it is to chea: them 
= bring them in the reach of the poor, and they are sold for what 
they are. 

I say now, in this presence, that the manufacturers of Massa- 
chusetts, by their genius, enterprise, and inventiveskill, have done 
more than any other section of the country, or perhaps of the 
world, to produce articles of necessity and luxury. ten thousand 
articles which go to adorn and embellish modern civilized life, and 
made cheap by the inventive genius of her sons, so as to place 
them in the reach of the humblest of our citizens, and so that 
humble people to-day enjoy comforts and luxuries that were un- 
known to the wealthy a few decadesago. 1 have in my district, 
at Brockton, one of the great shoe markets of the world, and they 

eas good shoes as are made on the face of the earth. Con- 
trast the price of shoes to-day with the price a decade or two de- 
cades ago; contrast the price of cloth and clothing and a thousand 
Ute Spudeer, Laligns go tanougn an eted of artic 

‘ er, | might go thro e whole category of articles 
made by the manufacturers of Massachusetts and used in civi- 
lized life, and prove by statistics that our manufacturers, for honor, 
for enterprise, for integrity, and for success, can safely challenge 
the world. More than that, Mr. Speaker, when the yellow wings of 
a pestilence flap themselves in a Southern sky, when fire or famine 
or flood or pestilence overtake any section of our country or over- 
take humanity anywhere in the wide, wide world, in starving 
Ireland, in famine-stricken Russia, or the far-away victims of the 
Sultan in Armenia—lI say, who pours out its treasure like water 
to relieve affliction and eteeets Why, these same manufactar- 
ers who have been abused and misrepresented on this floor to-day, 
these men who are accused of making clothing out of ‘‘ shoddy” 
and shoes out of. ‘“‘ pasteboard.” 

Mr. Speaker, Massachusetts needs no eulogium or defense from 
me in these closing hours of myservice here. In the of 
one of her great sons, we say, ‘‘ There she stands.” Mr. 8 er, 
if this is the last word I shall speak in this House, I stand in my 
place and throw back to the gentlemen who made these charges 
against the manufacturers of the Commonwealth I have in part 
gully sitiaphend Goomiine in their prod a ieee) 
gui an ption i ucts. 

Mr. TERRY. I move to strike out the last Se 

Mr.BARRETT. Mr.S desirous of ha avoteon 
the i no other 


oe 












Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I believe I have the floor. 
Mr. TUCKER. I demand a vote on my amendment, if m 
order. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The Chair overrules the pointof 
order of the gentleman from Massachusetts. The Chair under- 
stood the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. Terry] to move a pro 
formaamendment, and under the practice of the House he is recog- 
nized for debate. 

Mr. BARRETT. Do TI understand the Chair toe rule that when 
an amendment is pending, another amendment whieh has no ref- 
erence to it may be offered. 

The SPEA pro tempore, An amendment to the amend- 
ment is in order. 

Mr. TERRY. Ihopethe Chair will not count this time against 


me. 

Mr. BARRETT. I submit that an amendment to the amend- 
ment, unless it pertains to the subject-matter of the pending 
amendment, is not in order. The amendment to strike out the 
last word has no reference to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

My poimi, if the Chair please, is that the gentleman from Ar- 
kansas makes a formal ameridment, and that that amendment has 
no reference to the pending motion. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia has moved to strike out a certain portion of this section of 
the bill, but not a part of the section affected by the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

Mr. TERRY. I understood the gentleman from Massachusetts 

Mr. Morsr]} had moved a formal amendment and withdrew it. 

e was recognized, and made some remarks on his amendment. 

I made a pro forma amendment and was recognized by the 
Speaker, and am entitled to the floor. If the gentleman from 
Massachusetts did not withdraw his formal amendment of one 
word, I will make my amendment to strike out about three 
words. —" 
Mr. BARRETT. The fact that no opposition was made to the 
suggestion of my colleague and to his occupation of the floor on 
his amendment does not prevent the point of order being made 
against another amendment of a similar character. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair overrules the point of 
order, and holds that the gentleman from Arkansas is entitled to 
the floor. ; 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call the attention of the 
members on both sides of the Chamber to the true question 
involved in the pending bill. It is a question of the interests of 
a few dairymen, as inst the interests of the farmers of the 
country, North, East, South,and West. Every man whose product 
enters into the composition of oleomargarine, tallow or lard— 
every farmer whoraises hogs, or sells cotton seed, every man that 
deals in lard or its products, or cotton seed or its products, has 
his interests directly assailed by the bill now pending in the inter- 
est of a few dairy associations throughout the country. It isa 
bill to strike down rival products and increase the price of butter. 

Now, sir, when we recollect what was the original p the 
moving purpose—for which wet tee Constitution of the United 
States was formed and accep by the States, we are enabled to 
form a proper understanding of the real issue involved in this bill. 
One of the main purposes of the Constitution was to have free 
trade among the States as to all products whose importation or 
sale was not injurious to health or public morals, and for the pur- 
pose of preventing any State from regulating, tampering with, or 
prohibiting the introduction of, or di inating aguinst, the 
products: of any other State. 

In order to secure the formation of a constitution that would 
accomplish these objects and grant. these powers to the General 
Government, the people of the great North made concessions to 
the people of the South in the matter of resentation partly 
based on the holding of slaves. All of these things they sacrificed. 
and a great many other convictions as well, in order to have acon- 
on that would permit this unrestricted commerce among 

» States. 

But now, sir, we behold the representatives of States that stood 
out most strenuously for this power to regulate interstate com- 
merce among the very first that now come up here to strike down 
or cripple that great power in the Federal Constitution. Weupon 
this side of the Chamber are asked, ‘‘Have you not been State- 
rights wen im the ?” Certainly we have been. But we have 
also stuod by the Constitution that our fathers framed, as we un- 
derstood it, and we propose to stand by it now as the palladium of 
our liberty and the wgis of our pro . 

Now, this bill is a direct assault upon the ve of the 


interstate-commerce clause in the Constitution of the United States. | 


hold for one that any product the introduction or sale of which 
is injurious to the or the morals of the of any State 
1s hot within the commerce clause of the Constitution of the United 
States. But, unfortunately, the SupremeCourt 

has ruled otherwise in what is known as the “ 
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the States might prohibit the sale of intoxicating — if they so 
desired—it became necessary to pass the Wilson bi 

Mr. Speaker, if it becomes necessary in any case to authorize the 
States to prohibit the introduction of anything injurious to the 
health or morals of the people, Congress ought to grant it, but 


And I say, 


uld not go further. 
ere is a product that is not injurious to the health or the morals 


of the people. Whisky was, according to the contention of a 


great many people of United States, and according to the al- 
most universal consent of the world. It became, therefore, proper 


to take that out from under the operation of the interstate-com- 


meree clause. But we should not go beyond that principle. Let 
us keep that principle in view, and whenever we are asked to 
make a concession to the States let us simply make concessions to 
prohibit those things that are injurious to public health or morals, 
and stop there, and then we will be standing by the Constitution 
as our fathers framed it. 

— the hammer fell. } 

-GROUT. Mr.Speaker, just a word in regard to this amend- 
ment, which is really very objectionable. It provides that— 

Allarticles intoany State or Territory, or remaining therein for 
use, consumption, sale, or storage therein, shall, wpon arrival within the 
limits of such State or Territory, be subject to the operation and effect of 
the laws of such State, etc. 

This would be a complete surrender by Congress of the consti- 
tutional _— with which it is now vested to regulate commerce 
between the States. It goes far beyond any decision yet made by 
the Supreme Court, and far ond the purpose contemplated in 


| this bill. The court,in Plumley vs. Massachusetts, simply say 


that where a fraud is sought to be perpetrated in the sale of an 
article of food taken from one State into another the police 
power of the State into which it is transported may lay its hands 
upon the article and strip it of its false garb and compel its sale 
for exactly what it is. But this amendment of the gentleman 
leaves all articles, whether fraudulent or otherwise, to be con- 
trolled by State legislation, which simply abrogates the consti- 
tutional power of Congress to regulate interstate commerce. 

Mr. TUCKER. I think my friend is entirely mistaken about 
that, and I think he will see it on refiection. All articles are to 
be subject, under the proposed bill as amended, to the police 
power in the State. That police power im the State refers to any- 
thing which is deleterious to health or morals; so that if oleomar- 
garine, if beef, if lard, or all articles are amenable to that objec- 
tion, the police power of the State would have the authority to act 
upon them. 

Mr. GROUT. But still it should be remembered that the court 
in the Plumiley case bases its decision simply upon the fraud. 
Where /fraud is attempted to be practiced, the court says the State 
has the power to prevent it, and that is ail this bill asks. The 
— power of the State seizes on this article when it goes into the 

tate in ‘‘ semblance of butter or cheese,” and under no other cir- 
cumstances. To make the thing entirely plain, after this amend- 
ment is disposed of, and perhaps one or two others offered, I 
intend offering an amendment, which has been agreed upon be- 
tween myself and the gentleman from Mississippi {[Mr. WI- 
LiaMs], and which will make this point clear to all. He is not 
willing to offer it, because, even when adopted, he says he would 
not be willing to vote forthe bill. Sol propose tooffer it. LIhope 
= amendment of the gentleman from Virginia will be voted 

own. 

Mr. TUCKER. I hope the amendment will be voted up. 
{Laughter. | 

The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. TucKER; and 
on @ division (demanded by Mr. Tucker) there were—ayes 23, 
noes 88. 

Accordingly, the amendment was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 9, after the word “arrival,” strike out the word “in” and insert 
the words “ within the limits of.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GIBSON. I offer the amendment which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Strike out “or,” in line 7, page l, after the word “ Territory,” and insert 
the word “and.” 

Mr. GROUT. I ask the Clerk to read the bill as it will be if 
that amendment is adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Transported intoany State or Territory, and remaining therein for use, etc. 


Mr. GIBSON. The object of that amendment is to avoid this 
possible construction, that under the bill as it is now framed it is 


oe that rine in transitu might be subject to the 
tate police laws. The object of this is to confine it to oleomar- 
garine into a State and remaining there for use, sale, 
etc. 
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fr.GROSVENOR. The amendment is perfectly unnecessary, 
because this says in plain words that the law only applies to that 
which is transported into a State and retained there for use. 


Mr. GIBSON. I wish to make it read— 


and remaining therein— 


instead of — 


or remaining therein. 


Mr. GROUT. There is no objection to that amendment. 
not think it changes the bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GROUT. Now, Mr. Speaker, I offer the following as a 

roviso to the bill, not because I think it necessary, for the bill 
itself, in express terms, goes upon the ground that in order to 
touch this product by the police power of any State it must be in 
‘‘the semblance of butter or cheese.” But to make it plain, so 
that there shall be no question as to the power of the State to pro- 
hibit it when it comes as oleomargarine, this amendment is of- 
fered, as I have stated, after a conference with the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. WILLIAMs]. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk wili report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to permit any State 
to forbid the manufacture or sale of oleomargarine in a separate and distinct 
form and in such manner as will advise the customer of its real character and 
free from coloration or ingredient that causes it to look like butter. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I move to strike ou 
the word ‘‘ customer” and insert the word ‘‘ consumer.” : 

Mr. GROUT. I have quoted the exact language in the Massa- 
chusetts statute, which has already been adjudicated by the Su- 

oreme Court, unless I have made a mistake in transcribing. My 
intention is to follow the exact language of the Massachusetts 
statute. 

Mr. TAWNEY. That particular phrase was not construed by 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. GROUT. It was recited in the opinion, and of course may 
be understood as having in a sense been construed. 

Mr. TAWNEY. Iam speaking of the word ‘“‘ customer.” 

Mr. GROUT. I find the word ‘‘consumer”.is used in the law. 
I thank the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. Hainer] for calling 
attention to it. The error occurred in a second transcription. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. That is all right. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Nebraska to the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Vermont. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Vermont as amended. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer a substitute 
for the amendment offered by the gentleman from Vermont. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to the the following: 

“ Provided, The.sale in eciaieel pac of such articles, produced in any 
State or Territory, and marked as provided by the laws of the United States, 
shall not be prohibited by the laws of any other State or Territory.” 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I understand from the advo- 
cates of this bill that peek es a of it is to prevent the sale of 
oleomargarine and kindred products under fraudulent names. 
If that be true, this amendment or proviso that I offer to atiach 
to the bill will permit the bill to be operative to that extent; but 
if the purpose of the friends of this bill is to absolutely prevent 
the sale of oleomargarine produced in one State in any other 
State, then gentlemen will not support this proviso. This pro- 
viso is that where oleomargarine or kindred articles are produced 
in any State or Territory,and are marked as provided by the laws 
of the United States, then their sale shall not be prohibited by the 
laws of any State. The States retain in their hands the right to 
make just as stringent regulations as they choose to prevent 
fraud in the offering and sale of this kind of article; and when 
the United States shall have acted and made all the requirements 
they choose to make, then it provides that those States shall not 
by their laws override these requirements of Congress and pro- 
hibit the sale of that article. It seems to me that if the friends of 
this bill are in earnest in their declaration that its purpose is 
simply to prevent the sale of fraudulent food products, they ought 
to be willing to accept this proviso and retain the power in Con- 
gress to make all the limitations it may choose to make from time 
to time in the future and not give to the individual States the 
right to override this limitation made by Congress. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr.5S er, this amendmentorsubstitute really 
says that the bill shall have no effect. In other words, it enacts 
into statute law the original-package decision and more, too, and 
repeals or does away with the decision of the Supreme Court in 
one against the State of Massachusetts, on which this bill is 


Ido 


Mr. CONNOLLY. Will you permit me to ask you a question? 
Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 


Mr. CONNOLLY. You desire to do som more than 
merely ewes the sale of a fraudulent food product? 

Mr. GROUT. Nothing more, as is expressly written in the 
lines of the bill, and then as added by the proviso at its close; an 
this for the purpose of making it so plain that ‘‘ the wayfaring man 
though a fool, may not err therein.” 7 

Mr. CONNOLLY. You say when oleomargarine is marked 
oleomargarine and is sold in the semblance of butter, your bi 
prevents that sale. 

Mr. GROUT. Precisely so; because they can take the tub off, 
as I stated yesterday, and set it alongside of butter and sell it any. 
where they please as butter, and nobody can tell the difference, 
and this very a done in this city every day. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. When the thing is sold in the original pack. 
age itself? That amendment relates to the original Pacxage. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, this amendment is all t the 
oleomargarine factories in Illinois or anywhere else can ask for, 
Let us vote it down. 

Mr. CANNON. If I may be permitted, I move to strike out 
the last word. I want to ask my friend if he has taken into con- 


sideration the propriety of amending the law of 1886, which readg 
as follows: 


That for the purposes of this act the word “ butter” shall be understood tg 
mean the food — usually known as butter, and which is made excly, 
sively from milk or cream or both, with or without common salt, and wit 
or without additional coloring matter. 


Does the gentleman propose anywhere in this legislation, before 
he gets through with it, to get rid of that which is to him a perni- 
cious practice of coloring butter as a food product? 

Mr. GROUT. The gentleman has me a question, and 
will try to answer it. Butter has a color of its own—the color o 
gold—and has had it from time immemmorial, even from the time 
when Jael, the wife of Heber, the Kenite, ‘‘ brought forth butter 
in a lordly dish.” ; 


Frequently during the winter months, while the cow is on d 


feed, a little coloring is added, to suit the fancy of the consumer, 
but the article still has its own proper color. Surely there can be 
no offense in artificially intensi ying the color of butter. Nor, in 
itself, is there anything intrinsically wrong in colo oleomar- 
garine. The wrong consists in selling the nasty fate of which it 
is composed, not as oleomargarine, but as butter, which could not 
be done if the filthy stuff had not the color of butter. Right he 
is the wrong, right here is the fraud, which can only be commit 
by this piratical product when it sails under false colors. This is 
my answer to the gentleman. 

r. CANNON. Rich, creamy butter, where the animal is fed 
upon clover, has a yellow color; but in the absence of such 
feed the butter is white. 

Mr. GROUT. No; it is never white. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, yes; substantially white. Now, does my 
friend propose to continue the practice of taking the white but- 
ter, or that which is subeteatiedl y white, made from the milk of 
poor, lean cows, and coloring it with anatto or other coloring 
matter? Is that kind of fraud to still go on, and is that counter- 
feit butter to continue to demoralize the stomach of the eloquent 
gentleman from Delaware without rebuke by my friend from 
Vermont? [Laughter.] 


Mr. GRO r. Speaker, I compliment the gentleman on 


his ingenuity in undertaking to into this discussion in the 
closing moments a subject entirely foreign to the matter in issue. 
| If the gentleman thinks there is something wrong in the colorin 


of butter which he talks about, I shall be glad 
him and philosophize upon that subject early and late; but that 
has nothing whatever to do with question now before the 
House. We are now called upon to say whether it is a proper 
thing for one State to overhaul an article of food coming from 
another State ‘‘in the semblance” of that which it is not, and tear 
off its mask and compel it to go upon the market for what it really 
is; in other words, we are simply to determine the question 
whether the States have the power to a cheat and a fraud in 
an important article of food, even though it come from another 


sit down wit 


State. is the whole story. I hope we shall vote down this 
SS substitute. “ 
The question being taken on the substitute proposed by Mr. 


CONNOLLY, the S r declared that the noes seemed to have it. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 78, noes 98. 
So the substitute was rejected. 3 
Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I send to the desk a substitute 
for the amendment. 


The proposed substitute was read, as follows: 

Provided, That nothing herein shall be so construed as to authorize any 

State or Territory to prohibit the transportation and sale of such articles in 

original packages when transported or sold in their true character. 
Mr. TRACEY. I only desire to say, in sw 

ment, that Iam and have alwa 


regulation governing the sale 


of this amend- 
been decidedly in favor of suc. 
these imitations of butter as will 
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prohibit their sale except in their true character, but I am ey 
opposed to legislation which will put it within the power of any 
State or Territory to prohibit the transportation and sale of these 
articles which, notwithstanding what has been said here, are not 
unhealthy or uncleanly. They are largely manufactured in the 
State in which I live, and their sale is prohibited as butter, and 
they are sold as oleomargarine or butterine. 

Mr. TAWNBY. Is it nota fact that a State now has the power 
to prohibit the manufacture and sale of any commodity or food 
product which, in the judgment of the State legislature, is deemed 
to be deleterious to health? ' 

Mr. TRACEY. I presume that any State legislature in this 
country could by law prohibit the transportation and sale within 
the borders of the State of any article which the legislature should 
allege to be poisonous or in any manner deleterious to health; but 
L assume, also, that there is no legislature in this country that 
would allege for one moment that oleomargarine and butterine, 
as they are now é, are poisonous or in any sense deleterious to 
health. I know, personally, that both of those articles are used 
very largely in the State in which I live, and that they have not 
been and are not now regarded there as in any manner deleterious 
to health, but, on the contrary, they are generally regarded as 
healthful. They constitute an important food product, and are 
used by a large number of ple throughout the country volun- 
tarily and knowingly. I think it is safe to say that there can not 
be found a place within the State of Missouri in which these articles 
are sold otherwise than in their true character. They are sold as 
“ oleomargarine” and as “ butterine,” branded as such on every 

ckage of a pound or more, and hence nobody is being defrauded 
by the sale of those articles, but the people are given an oppor- 
tunity to buy a substitute for butter at a less price than they 
would be compelled to pay for butter, ard these imitations are 
regarded as better for consumption than a great deal of the but- 
ter offered for sale. What I have said, Mr. Speaker, is in no 


sense a plea for oleomargarine or butterine, but is a protestagainst | 


the enactment of a law which, in my humble judgment, violates 
a sacred right of every citizen of this country—the right to make 
and sell without unreasonable restrictions any legitimate article 
of consumption. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose the substi- 
tute. The oleomargarine battle which-was fought on the floor of 
the House some years ago was one of the hardest contests I ever 
saw. It lasted for many weeks—one long, continuous, tireless 
filibuster against the bill. The gentleman from Illinois spoke this 
morning of ‘‘ opposition here and there.” The opposition did come 
from ‘‘ here and there;” it was located chiefly in Kansas City and 
in Chicago, where vast wealth is massed to make money at the 
expense of the agricultural interests of this country. Saye 
The attempt has been made to have it aypeet that the lard an 
tallow interests are against the bill pending before us. I repre- 
sent a district where lard, tallow, and all the dairy products form 
the leading articles of production; and I do not believe that there 
is a farmer in my district who is not against this fraud and in 
favor of this bill—not one. [Applause. 

Thold in my hand a telegram from the dairy commissioner of 
Iowa, urging the Iowa delegation to stand by and support this 
bill. No member of the Iowa delegation needed that telegram. 
A quick ear for the heart beat of the agricultural interests of Iowa 
was enough to instruct us as to the wishes of our constituents. 
We have been through this battle before; and I want to say to 
my distinguished friend from Ilinois [Mr. Cannon], who pointed 
at the frauds in the manufacture of other articles, that the time 
is fast coming when legislative attention, State and national, must 
be directed to all of these frauds. And he only “points the moral 
and adorns the tale” when he gives those illustrations. I say 
wherever you find a fraud imposing upon the ple—running 
masked batteries into the commerce and trade of this country— 
do not stand back and how! at the efforts that are being made to 
strike at the first fraud, but help us now and bring on your bat- 
teries and let us attack the others. For one I am for this bill and 
every bill that will unmask deception and let us have fair play 
among ae of this country. [Applause.] 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I move to strike out the last word. 
I have lived long enongh to learn that in matters of legislation 
when I act on any question in the light of the facts I can very well 
afford to rely for justification upon the facts. It is not necessary 
for me, nor as I believe for any other gentleman, to ignore the facts 
in order to justify ourselves upon this uestion. 

What is pro to be done here? at is the evil proposed 
to be remedied? There is a product manufactured called oleo- 
se From the place where it is manufactured till it 
reaches the consumer it is marked carefully, effectively. It is a 
the product. The men who make it, whether they live in 

e district of the gentleman from Iowa, or in mine, or elsewhere, 
and those who furnish the material from which it is made, are 

erican citizens and have the right to follow a lawful calling. 
d when these men do make that product, then in fairness under 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 








813 






the Constitution they have, in my judgment, a right to find a mar- 
ket for it. That they have found, and not under a false pretense, 
not with a lie in their mouths or in the mouth or the product 


ba | sell 

ow, because they do find that market and great masses of 
people in the United States knowingly buy that product for a food 
product, and because, forsooth, it interferes with the makers of 
other food products, gentlemen are swiftfooted to clothe them- 
selves with a defense of the farmer and seek to legislate in his be- 
half. I think that this matter when it comes to be tried upon its 
merits, if it ever does, in the light of the approval or condemna- 
tion of the people, will not be judged by declamation. I am thank- 
ful to believe that such is the case. 

TI can not go with the gentleman who proposes this legislation, 
notwithstanding its eloquent approval by the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON], because the legislation (not speaking 
offensively) is a fraud on its face. Professing to do one thing, 
with a misrepresentation in its stomach, it seeks to do another 
thing, and is blessed by the men who deal in declamation and 
denunciation. For that reason I shall vote against this bill, and 
without apology. 

I have no fears but that when I am called on to meet my agri- 
cultural constituency (and it is peculiarly an agricultural con- 
stituency) they will have intelligence enough to understand that 
their products of tallow and leaf lard are combined and churned 
through milk and made a cheaper product than butter, going to 
the homes of multiplied thousands who earn their living in the 
sweat of their faces, who can not buy fine dairy butter at 30, 40, 
and 50 cents a pound, but who buy this in preference to bad but- 
ter—when they understand that, I will risk my justification. 
Anyhow, whether I am justified or not, my judgment is that this 
legislation is vicious, is fraudulent—preténding to do one thin 
when it in fact does another. And to retain my self-respect, anc 
from my conviction of what is right, I shall vote ‘‘no.” [Ap- 
plause. } 

Mr. HENDERSON. I move to amend by striking out the last 
word of the substitute. Mr. Chairman, if there is anything | feel 
badly about it is to see my colleague from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] 
resorting todeclamation. He is the only gentleman who has done 
so this afternoon. When I came upon the floor he had all the 
appearance of a man in a high ecstacy on this subject, and was 
assailing other frauds. I am not here for declamation. I am hot 
here with any prepared speech. A man does not need much prep- 
aration when he is attacking a curse of the kind that is being 
attacked bythis bill. The gentleman by his remarks would make 
it appear that 1 have attempted to question his motives. He 
knows me ‘better than that. I attacked some of his references, 
but I had no intention of attacking his motives, or those of any 
other member of the House. 

Every man here has a right to fight.for his own constituents 
and their interests. But one thing I do know, Mr. Speaker. I 
know where the head and front of this defense is located. It is 
located in the great capitalized institutions of Chicago and Kan- 
sas City, with Mr. Armour and Mr. Swift and those men who 
have destroyed the cattle interest of the great West, including my 
own State, keeping down the price of every slaughtered animal 
and raising the price of every pound of beefsteak sold in the 
limits of the United States. It does not need declamation to tell 
God’s simple truths to this House and to the people. I simply 
mean this, and I allude to my friend from Louisiana, who asked 
a short time ago why legislation in the interest of one class against 
another should be enacted, and who said that a State had not a 
right todo it. In response to him I say that a State has a right to 
put stripes on its convicts in the penitentiary, and I am in favor 
of everything in that line that will brand infamy and brand false- 
hood, so that it may be recognized by the people. Let the vio- 
lators of law and those who are transgressing the great rights of 
the people in the commerce of the United States be designated so 
as to give fair protection to all classes in the country and equal 
punishment to all criminal impositions. 

But, Mr. Speaker, because I am denouncing the manufacturers 
and sellers in a fraudulent way, I am not denouncing any gentle- 
man who thinks proper to defend what he believes to be the 
interest of the tallow and lard raisers in his district. The tallow 
and lard raisers in my district are milk producers and butte 
producers as well. But they find a market for their tallow an 
their lard as such. All we wantisfair play, so that these articles 
can not be reduced in price or value by forgery and fraud. 

I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. MONDELL. Mr. Speaker, from the remarks of gentlemen 
who have just addressed the House on this subject it seems that 
this question has resolved itself into one of the interests of the 
qeutlibaraie of the gentlemen who have spoken. Now, as a Rep- 
resentative of a constituency who have no direct interest in the 
manufacture of oleomargarine and who do not produce any con- 
— amount of ae fy age aps I feel that my testimony may 
possibly have some weight in the matter. 
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In my State we produce no considerable amount of dairy prod- 
ucts. When we want to milk a cow in my part of the country, 
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The Clerk read as follows: 
nothing in this act shall be construed to permi 





JANUARY 114, 


Provided, That 
we generally have to rope her and hog-tie her [laughter], and we | to forbid the manufacture or sale of oleomargarine 
have no oleomargarine factories; therefore I am not influenced in oe ae meee as will ad 





this matter by considerations of local interest. 


any sie 


vise —- its real characte 
rot 
or ingredient that causes it to look like * 


and third readin 


But, sir, I object to this legislation for the reason that it seems The amendment was agreed to. 
to me it tends, as the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] has | The question being taken on the up rma + 
just so forcibly stated, to prohibit or restrict, to a considerable | Of the bill as amended, ona division (demanded by Mr. WiLLiau 












extent at least, the sale of a food product which is not considered 
deleterious to health—a healthful food product—under the pre- 
tense of preventing frand. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Will the gentleman allow an interruption? 

Mr. MONDELL. Certainly. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Under the oleomargarine act the manu- 
facture has been largely increased, and the producers are enabled 
to furnish a very much better quality than in the past. That is 
the report before the Committee on Ways and Means, sustained 
by abundant evidence. 

Mr.MONDELL. Ijudge, therefore, that theoleomargarine law 


Acheson, 

Arey 
e 
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Baker, Ma. 
Baker, N. H. 
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was a good law. rney, 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Yes ponent, 

Mr. MONDELL. And Iam entirely in favor of any legislation | Bine, » 
that will prevent fraud of any character or legislation that will | Boutelle, 
prevent the sale of any deleterious or adulterated food product. —— 
As I understand it, the State now has the right to provide by leg- | Bromwell; 
jslation that no article shall be sold under misrepresentation as to Li 


uli, 
re. Ohio 
ickering, 
Coddi 


Cook, Wis. 


its true character; that food products shall be sold precisely for 
what they are, and that these provisions may include oleomarga- 
rine as well as other food products. But I deny the right of any 
State to say that I shall not use or purchase or manufacture or sell 
any healthy food product; and it has never been established 
— here or elsewhere that oleomargarine is nota healthy food 
product. 

We are simply by this legislation opening up a vista, the limit 
of which no man may see, of legislation of this character in cov- 
ering other articles where the seeming interest of the people on 
the one side may be contrary tothe interest of those on the other. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Will the gentleman allow an interruption? 

Mr. MONDELL. Certainly. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Had you rather trust the people of your 
own State to legislate on this matter than the people of the United 
States? Do you think that we are better prepared for the enact- 
ment of such a provision than the people of the State? 

Mr. MONDELL. Iam in favor of allowing local legislation in 
all matters that do not conflict with the general good of the people 
of the United States, and do not conflict with the commerce of 
the United States; but I am opposed to any legislation that in any 
way prevents the manufacture and free distribution and sale, 
from one end of this nation to the other, under its true name and 
properly branded, and sold for what it really is, of any product 
whatever that is wholesome and not injurious. Therefore I am 
opposed to all legislation of this character. [Applause and cries 
of ‘‘ Vote!” ‘*Vote!”] 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. oan, I believe the House is ready to vote 
upon this question. I shall submit no remarks, but desire to have 
read from the Clerk's desk a telegram which I have just received, 
which shows that this is not only a question in which the rural 
districts and agricultural States are interested, but that it is a 
matter in which business interests everywhere are concerned. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Bankhead, 
Bartlett, Ga. 
Belkna) 


Bell, Calo. 
, Tex. 
Berry, 


Boatner, 
Buck, 
Burrell, 
Burton, Mo. 
Calderhead, 


BALTIMORE, MD., January 1, 1897. 
Hon. Wriiatam W. Grout, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


Congratulations upon getting your bill up for discussion. Explain that it 
is a facsimile of the provisions of the Wilson law with respect to liquor, and 


mo novelty in the way of national legislation. We wish you s success. 
. BALTIMORE CITY PRODUCE EXCHANGE, 


Mr. GROUT. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask for the previous ques- 
tion on the bill and amendments, unless some gentleman wishes 
to be heard. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is ordered on the bill, 
the amendments, and the substitute for the amendments. The 

uestion is first on the substitute of the gentleman from Missouri 
Mr. Tracey] for the amendment. The Clerk will report the 
substitute. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That nothing herein shall be so construed as to authorize any 
State or Territory to prohibit the transportation and sale of such articles in 
original packages when transported or sold in their true character. 


The question being taken on the substitute, on a division (de- 
manded by Mr. Tracey) there were—ayes 88, noes 100. 

Accordingly, the substitute was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout], which the Clerk will 


Peport. So the 


there were—ayes 122, noes 88. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 126, nays 96, not 
voting 133; as follows: 


YEAS—126. 
Foote, Jones, 
Gamble, Kiefer, 
Gardner, Knox, 
Gibson Lacey, 
Gillet, N. Y. Lefever, 
Grosvenor, Leighty, 
Grout, Le 4 
Grow, 

er, Le 

per, Nebr. ea 
Harmer, Low 
Ha McCleary, Minn. 
Hatch, McClure, - 
Heatwole, McCormick, 
ar tee McLachlan, 

enry, Conn. c 
Henry, Ind. Meiklejohn, 
Hepburn, es, 
Hermann, Minor, Wis. 
Hicks, Mitch 
Hilborn, Moody, 

c Morse, 
Howe, Northway, 
Hub ' yne, 
Huff, 

Hulick, Perkins, 
Hull, Phillips, 
Hunter, Pitney, 
Hurley, Poole, 
Jenkins, Pugh, 

- Johnson, N. Dak. Royse, 

NAYS—96. 

Cooper, Fila. Maddox, 
Cooper, Tex. 
Oris MoOreen EK 

Pp, , y. 
Crowley, McCulloch, 
oO i McDearmond, 
Dayton, Me . 
Dinsmore, Miller, W. Va. 
Erdman, —. 
Goodwyn, oney, 
Halterman, Mozley, 
Harrison, + . 
Hopkins, 

em Otey, 
Kirkpatrick, Pendleton, 
Kleberg, ‘Prince, 
Latimer, gues. 
poze, mney: 
ney, ves, 
Little, Richardson, 
i Rinaker, 
Lond, Sayers, 
NOT VOTING—133. 
ley, Kulp, 
ery, ‘Kyle, 
er, ‘Lawson, 
Draper, Lester, 
Eddy, Long, 
Ellett, a 
vans, ‘ 
ris Mabeny, 
Fenton, Mahon, 
Fi rald, Martin, 
‘088, McCall, Mass. 
Fowler, McCall, Tenn. 
Gillett, Mass. Me 
Graff, McRae, 
Griffin, Mercer, 
Griswold, Meredith, 
Hadley, og 
Hanly, es, 
Hart.’ Millie — 
rt, , en 
‘Miner, N.Y. 
Heiner, Pa. Moses, 
Hemenway, Murray. 
Hitt, New 
Hooker, Noonan, 
Howard, Odell, 
ce. Bw 
uling, e 
Hutcheson, Oo 
Hyde, Parker, 
Jobnson, Cal. r, 
Johnson, Ind. Powers, 
Joy, Price, 
Kerr, Ray, 


Russell, Co 
Shafroth, 


She a] 
Smith, Ui 
Snover, 


was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 


The following pairs were announced: 

Until further notice: 

Mr. Covsiys with Mr. Cowen. 

Mr. Hirr with Mr. McRaz. 

Mr. Watson of Indiana with Mr. Meyer. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. Sore. 

Mr. McCatx of Tennessee with Mr. McLaurin, 

Mr. TRACEWELL with Mr. Russe. of Georgia. 

Mr. Hemenway with Mr. Mrver of New York. 

Mr. Hanuy with Mr. Mosgs. 

Mr. TAFT with Mr. Rospertson of Louisiana. 

Mr. Crump with Mr. CULBERSON. 

Mr. Kup with Mr. ABBoTT. 

For this day: : 

Mr. Curtis of Kansas with Mr. OWENs. 

Mr. Corutss with Mr. Denny. 

Mr. BrIncHamM with Mr. Dockery. 

Mr. Foss with Mr. Yoakum. 

Mr. MILLIKEN with Mr. Lester. 

Mr. PICKLER with Mr. Swanson. 

Mr. SULLOWAY with Mr. TYLER. 

Mr. SCRANTON with Mr. Rusk. 

Mr. AVERY with Mr. FirzGERALD. 

Mr. Mercer with Mr. Hart. 

Mr. Faris with Mr. KYLe. 

Mr. Wruuiam A. Stone with Mr. Evert. 

Mr. Huuine with Mr. Price. 

Mr. REYBURN with Mr. MaGurtre. 

Mr. Jonnson of Indiana with Mr. MEREDITH. 

On this question: ; 

Mr. CLARK of Iowa with Mr. SuLzEr. 

Mr. Surra of Michigan with Mr. Towne. 

Mr. Lone with Mr. CaTCHINGs. 

Mr. Brostus with Mr. Joy, 

Mr. Watson of Ohio with Mr. GinueTT of Massachusetis. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I desire to withdraw my 
vote. I find lam paired with the gentleman from Kentucky, Mr. 
Owens. Were he present, I should vote ‘** yea.” 

Mr. BOATNER. Mr. Speaker, my aaiengee. Mr. ROBERTSON, 
is detained from the House by illness. I do not know how he 
would vote. * 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker,lam paired with the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, Mr. Binenam. If he were present, the Grout 
amendment having been adopted, I should vote for the bill. 

Mr. SMITH of Tdichigan. Mr. Speaker, I am paired with the 
gentleman from Minnesota, Mr. Towne. If he were present, I 
would vote ‘* yea” and he would vote ‘* nay.” 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. Speaker, my colleague, Mr. BENNETT, was 
called out a few moments ago. If present, he would vote “yea.” 

Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Speaker, my colleague, Mr. Tart, has 
been called home by important business. He would have voted 
for the bill if present. ; 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The bill was accordingly engrossed and read the third time. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Division! 

The House proceeded to divide. 
ani WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I withdraw the call for a 

ivision. 

The SPEAKER. The call for a division has been withdrawn. 
The ayes have it, and the bill is passed. 

On motion of Mr. GROUT, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


VETO MESSAGE—EASTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following veto message 
of the President of the United States; which was read: 


To the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith without my val House bill No. 9469, entitled ‘““An 
act to constitute a new eastern judicial district of Texas, and 
to provide for the of terms of court.at Beaumont, Tex., and for the 
appointment of a clerk for said court.”’ 

It appears that terms of court are now held at four different places within 
the eastern judicial district of Texas, and that parties having business in the 
courts are not seriously inconvenienced under t arrangements. 

Both the Federal jatee and district attorney in this district express them- 
selves in opposition to the bill as unnecessary and an interruption to the 
transaction of the large volume of business now pending and com- 
ing peters othe court. 

lave before me certificates of the clerks of the present divisions of the 
posed shall coustitube thre new divinion have courelboied het fen ton eee 
~~ so ry ol ee on have contributed but forty-two cases 


vn ee proof is also before me that the additional terms of court pro- 


in this bill would so interfere with the terms already a inted in 
the cuisting divisions that the prc atimuiniateation of the civil ce mall as 
The law would be impenttionhte. 
tend i te eras eld at Pariais:eo large that ander present 
arrangemen tmost industry trials can now 
disposed of as the ends of uire. This condition would be further 
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’ in this bill, since they are fixed at. such times as to necessarily cur- 
I the period now devoted to the Paris terms. 
On the grounds stated, and because I am unable todiscover how the publis 
interests can ibly be promoted by the proposed legislation, I am con- 
strained to withhold my approval of the bill under consideration. 


GROVER CLEVELAND. 





EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 14, 1897. 


Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the veto mes- 
sage, together with the bill, be referred to the Committee or the 
Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas asks that the veto 
message, together with the bill. be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. Without objection, it will be so ordered. 

There was no objection. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania, for five days, on account of 
sickness in his family. 

To Mr. Cooper of Wisconsin, indefinitely, on account of sick- 
ness. 

To Mr. Moses, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

Mr. GROUT. I move that the House do now adjourn. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills and a joint 
resolution of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the 
same: 

A bill (S. 3050) to validate the appointments, acts, and services 
of certain deputy United States marshals in the Indian Territory, 
and for other purposes; 

A bill (8. 1448) to withdraw from the Supreme Court jurisdic- 
tion of criminal cases not capital and confer the same on the cir- 
cuit courts of appeals; 

A bill (8. 3210) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson; and 

Joint resolution (8S. R. 133) authorizing Surg. P. M. Rixey, 
of the Navy, to accept from the King of Spain the grand cross of 
naval merit with the white distinction mark, in recognition of 
services rendered to the officer and sailors of the Santa Maria who 
were injured by an explosion on that ship. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, re- 
ported the bill (H. R. 10002) making appropriations for the cur- 
rent and contingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for 
fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the 

year ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes. 

Mr. DOCKERY. 1 desire to reserve all points of order. 

The SPEAKER. All points of order are reserved. The bill 
will be ordered printed and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PAYNE. I movethat the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont has already 
moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion to adjourn was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 
4 o'clock and 52 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
munications were taken from the Speaker's table and referred as 
follows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a copy of a communication from the Secretary of War submitting 
an estimate of appropriation for the Springfield Arsenal, Spring- 
field, Mass.—to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be pri F 
Pieter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a copy of a communication from the Attorney-General submitting 
an estimate of appropriation for rent of quarters for the Court of 
—e the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
s A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a copy of a communication from the Attorney-General, submit- 
ting an estimate of an appropriation for establishing a site for a 
penitentiary at Fort Leavenworth, Kans.—to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 





REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. LOUDENSLAGER, from the Committee on Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 9683) granting a pension to Rachel Waddell, of 
Newport, Tenn. (Report No. 2514.) 

By Mr. BLACK, from the Committee on Pensions: The bill 
e R. 1388) for the relief of Mrs. Isabella V. Jett. (Report No, 

15.) 
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By Mr. STALLINGS, from the Committee on Pensions: The 
bill (H. R.8898) to increase the pension of Elizabeth Wellons. 
(Report No. 2516.) 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. WALKER of Virginia (by request): A bill (H.R. 9977) 
for the incorporation of an association for the mutual protection 
and benefit of Government employees—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. WATSON of Ohio: A bill (H.R. 9978) to promote the 
safety of railroad employees by the blocking of frogs, etc.—to the 
Committee on Railways and Canals. 

By Mr. SAYERS: A bill (H. R. 9979) to provide for a perma- 
nent census—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. WELLINGTON: A bill (H. R. 9980) to amend an act 
to regulate the practice of pharmacy in the District of Columbia— 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. GAMBLE (by request): A bill (H. R. 9981) granting 
lands to the State of South Dakota to aid the construction of the 
Dakota Pacific Railroad Company from Sioux Falls, 8. Dak., to 
Granger, Wyo.—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: A bill (H. R. 9982) to insure a full 
bench in the Court of Claims for the hearing of the cases entitled 
‘‘The United States against La Abra Silver Mining Company and 
others,” and ‘‘ The United States against Alice Weil and others ”"— 


_ to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


By Mr. MONDELL: A bill (H. R. 9983) to authorize the entry 
and patenting of lands containing petroleum and other mineral 
oils under the placer-mining laws of the United States—to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 10000) for the payment of arrears 
of interest on Chickasaw trust funds—to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

By Mr. CURTIS of New York: A concurrent resolution (House 
Con. Res. No. 66) to print 8,000 copies of the chronological list of 
battles in which troops of the permanent establishment have par- 
ticipated from the organization of the Army in 1789—to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 





PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BELL of Colorado: A bill (H. R. 9984) for the relief of 
Thomas H. Breen—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 9985) for the relief of Oliver 
C. Bosbyshell, late superintendent of the United States mint at 
Philadelphia, Pa.—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. BURRELL: A bill (H. R. 9986) for the relief of Alfred 
U. Whiffen—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 9987) granting a pen- 
sion to Edward Hownsom—tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DINSMORE: A bill (H. R. 9988) for the relief of 
estate of Jesse Hollingshead. deceased, late of Benton County, 
Ark.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HURLEY: A bill (H. R. 9989) for the relief of Ella 8. 
Claussen, widow of Peter J. Claussen, deceased—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. MILLER of West Virginia: A bill (H. <- 9990) to pen- 
sion Absolom Maynard—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 9991) for the relief of Mrs. 
Sarah Martin, of Holly Springs, Miss.—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9992) for the relief of Burwell V. McGuffee, 
of Hinds County, Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9998) for the relief of L. D. McNair, of Hinds 
County, Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9994) for the relief of Olivia F. Montgomery, 
of Hinds County, Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9995) for the relief of the estate of William 
O. Moseley, deceased, late of Hinds County, Miss.—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WALKER of Virginia (by request): A bill (H. R. 9996) 
to correct the military record of Capt. 8. C. Means—to the Com- 
mittee on Militery Affairs. 

By Mr. WHEE : A bill (H. R. 9997) for the relief of the 
heirs of A. C. Barton—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9998) to reimburse Dew M. Wisdom—to the 
Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9999) to grant an honorable dis- 
= Charles W. Hammond—to the Committee on Military 


Affairs. 
By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 10001) for the relief of Stewart 
& Co.—to the Committee on Claims. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following tions and 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as 8 _ome 

By Mr. ACHESON: Resolutions of the manufacturers of plumb. 
ers’ ironware, for the passage of a law pro free labor from 
the injurious effects of convict-labor competition—to the Com. 
mittee on Labor. 

By Mr. ADAMS: Petition of Rev. T. A. Fernley and other citi. 
zens of Philadelphia, for the of Senate No. 1675, to 
prohibit the interstate transportation of obscene matter by any 
—~ the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

By Mr. AVERY: Memorial of I. Winslow Ayer, relating to hig 
claim ea Congress—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: Memorial of the Civic Center, of Wash- 
ington, D. C., praying for a commission to investigate the con. 
tamination of Potomac River water—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

- é Mr. BELL of Colorado: Petition of the Society of the Sons 
of the Revolution in the State of Colorado, for the publication of 
- records of the Revolutionary war—to the Committee on 

inting. 

a BARRETT: Resolution of the New England Furniture 
Exchange, favoring a permanent nonpartisan tariff commission— 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of Lucien Beebe & Son and 14 other leather deal- 
ers in the State of Massachusetts, protesting against an increase of 
a on East India tanned skins—to the Committee on Ways and 

eans. 

¢ ine COOK of Wisconsin: Resolutions of the Board of Trade 
of Baltimore, Md., protesting against the action of the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations in == rt favorably 
a joint resolution to recognize the in mdence of the Republic 
of Cuba—to the Committee on Fore ffairs. 

Also, resolution of the National Guard of Wisconsin, unani- 
mously adopted at their meeting in Milwaukee, Wis., January 8, 
1897, in support of Senate bill No. 2849, to promote the efficiency 
of the militia—to the Committee on Mili Affairs. 

Also, petition of the publishers of the er, of Waupun, Wis., 
protesting against the passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to 
second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. COUSINS: Resolutions adopted by the lowa Academy 
of Science, December 29, 1896, in opposition to Senate bill No. 1552, 
‘for the prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Colum- 
bia ”—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. DINSMORE: Papers mepoting to the claim of William 
H. Engles—to the Committee on War ° 

Also, memorial of the Arkansas River Deep Water Convention 
of Fort Smith, Ark., for the improvement of Sabine Pass, via 
Port Arthur—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. FITZGERALD: Resolution of the Boston Merchants’ 
Association, of Boston, Mass., Snare ae of the attitude of the 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations in re to the affairsof 
Cuba, and protesting t interference the contest now 
going on upon the isiand—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

Also, resolutions of the Massachusetts State Pharmaceutical 
Association, relating to the tax on alcohol—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HARMER: Memorial of Matue Lodge, No. 160, Broth- 
erhood of Railroad Trainmen, of elphia, Pa., protesting 
against the passage of House bill No. 9120—to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. HENDE IN: Paper from the warden of the Fort 
Madiso n (lowa) Penitentiary, opposing House No. 6116, to 
protect free labor from competition with convict labor—to the 
Committee on Labor. ; : 

By Mr. HUNTER: Petition of various citizens of Bowling 
Green, Ky., asking for the passage of Senate bill No. 2962, for th 
relief of the boo mts of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. HURLEY: Petition of the Young Men’s age of th 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., against 
the mode of warfare prosecuted by the Spanish troops in Cuba— 
to the Committee on — . 

Also, petition of the Union Pearl Works, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 
reletins to the duties on pearl goods—to the Committee on Ways 


and Means. 
" By Mr. LO Aaa ie of the tne 100 es 
emperance Union o em, N. J., mem 
2486, to re ab 


the of Senate bill No. Sunday 
n day rest in the District of on rene Cen Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 
By Mr. EJOHN: Re of a commi appointed at 
o meting of pel eg aa Tiete.. Bas ging sect} 
action on the prt of the Uni States in ee at Oatan'in . 
to the Committee on oclen Affairs. 


By Mr. STEWART of Wisconsin: Petition of homesteaders in 
Ashland and Bayfield counties, Wis., Ashland land-office district, 
requesting immediate action on measures now pending, and such 
further measures as may be n to relieve their condition 
and to do them justice—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, resolutions of the Wisconsin Valley Lumbermen’s Associa- 
tion, favoring a duty of $2 per thousand feet upon lumber—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, resolution of the Wisconsin National Guard Association, 
favoring the reorganization of the National Guard and the militia 
of the United States—to the Committee on Military Affairs. — 

Also, resolutions of the Federated Trades Council of Wisconsin; 
also of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of Ashland, 
Wis., in behalf of Cuban liberty and independence—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, petition of the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wis., 
deprecating the action of the Senate Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions in regard to Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


FripAyY, January 15, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. COUDEN. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
UNION PACIFIC RAILWAY LANDS IN UTAH. 


Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
for the present consideration of the resolution which I send to the 
desk. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Whereas there are many tracts of land situate in the State of Utah which 
were a part of the grant made he Bed United States to the Union Pacific 
we Company, patents for w are withheld by the Department of the 

nte ; 
lands ld by said rail to bo: 
ade dina 3&4 olen of thom and who b love aes valuable 
improvements on said lands: Therefore, 
esolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, directed to 
report to this House the cause of the omission to issue patents to the lands so 
granted to and sold by, said railway company. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this resolution? ; 

Mr. HALL. -I should like to hear some explanation of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. It simply asks the Secretary of the In- 
terior to inform the House why patents are held — the cases of 
lands which were granted to the Union Pacific Railway in the 
State of Utah and which have been sold to bona fide purchasers. 

Mr. HALL. Does the resolution come from the Committee on 
Public Lands? : 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. It has not been referred to the commit- 
tee. Por asks for information. 

Mr. . Mr. Speaker, a similar resolution has already been 
passed by the House, and the Secretary has made his return. 

Mr of Utah. Yes; but that resolution applied only to 
lands in Kansas. 

e Mr. HALL. I do not object to the consideration of the resolu- 
on, 

Mr. PAYNE. I understand the gentleman from Utah says that 
this resolution — asks for information. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Yes, sir. 

The resolution was adopted. 

ELIHU JONES. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill which I send to the desk. 

The bill (H. R. 5981) was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place the name of Elihu Jones, of Potwin, Butler 
County, Kans., late captain Company G,.Eighth Illinois Infantry, on the pen- 
of dine pay him a pension of $30 per month from and after the passage 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to object, I 
would like to hear the report. 

The report (by Mr. KIRKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
5981) ting a Fenalon to Elihu Jones, late captain Company G, Eighth 
Nlinois Infan olunteers, having fully examined and considered the facts 
presented, respectfully report: 

Elihu Jones served as a member of Battery G, Fourth Regiment United 
States Artillery, from December, 1853, until March, 1860, when he was dis- 
charged under general orders. He spent some months in recruiting, and 
entered the volunteer service in April, 1861,as a member of Company G, 
th Illinois Volunteers, captain of the company in Pooras 4 
succes sstioae? Seay peated aller at ft 
- Hisapplication for additional eeadon on account of disease of the 


the Pension Office because he failed to prove treatment 
in on the ground that said disease existed priof to enlist- 
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committee that this action was erroneous, and that the d 


sion, on account of his disabi 


ment. There is no question raised as to the claimant's having lost the sight 
of one eye years ant one having almost entirely lost the use of the other. 
There is an abun 


=: sunaier, and a sober and temperate man, who took unusual care of his 


ce of testimony showing that he was a brave and faith- 


His title to an increase of pension turns upon the point whether disease of 


a existed prior to enlistment. The Pension Office held that it did, basing 
ri 


action upon a special investigation, which the examiner says was hur- 
edly made. An examination of the evidence on this pont satisfies your 


sease of eyes origi- 
nated in the service, as claimed. This belief is corroborated by the fact that 


claimant was able to perform efficient service for more than three years, and 


was not troubled seriously with his eyes until near the close of his service, as 
well as by the further fact that claimant served over seven years in the 
Regular fawey qeser to enlisting in the volunteer service, and was a sound 

man during t period. 
Your committee believe Coptatn Jones equitably entitled to a higher pen- 
ty from his wound and his blindness, and we 


respectfully recommend the passage of the bill, after being amended by 
st out the word “of,” in line 4, by striking out * Potwin, Butler County, 
Kans.,” in line 5, and by striking out all after the word “month,” in line 7, 


and by striking out all after the word “Jones,” in the title of the bill. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
will permit me, I desire to say, in further explanation of the bill 
that this man is represented to me to be now entirely blind and 


in indigent circumstances. He is so disabled as to require the 
constant aid of an attendant. He served several years in the Reg- 
ular Army, and, in view of his condition, he would be entitled to 
$72 a month, but this bill grants only $50 a month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Has this bill been considered in Committee of 


the Whole? 


Mr. BLUE. No, sir. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Then I object. I intend to object to all pen- 


sion bills that have not been considered in Committee of the 
Whole. 


GEORGE H. PLANT. 
Mr. SWANSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 


coeneent consideration of the bill (S. 1083) which I send to the 
esk. 


The bill was read, as follows: 
For the relief of George H. Plant, of the District of Columbia. 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, 


authorized and directed to pay to George H. Plant, of the District of Colum- 


bia, out of any money in the ury not otherwise appropriated, the sum 
of $5,216.85, the same being the amount found to be due to him by the Court 
of Claims for losses and sustained by him by reason of a collision 
between the U. 8S. 8. Gettysburg and the steamboat Lady of the Lake, on the 
Potomac River, and to be received by him in full satisfaction of all claims 
and demands in consequence of said collision. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

Mr./PAYNE. Let the report be read, Mr. Speaker, subject to 
the right to a 

The report (by Mr. DENNY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1083) for the 
relief of ane H. Plant, submit the following report: 

This bill is the sameas H. R. 1845, now pending in the House and previously 
reported by this committee with a favorable recommendation. 

Tour committee therefore recommend that this bill be substituted for said 
House bill, and that said House bill lie on the table. 


The report upon House bill 1845 by Mr. DENNY was also read, 
as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 1845) for 
the relief of Geo H. Plant, have had the same under consideration, and 
report it back to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

he facts in this case are fully set out in House Report No. thos. made at 
the third session of the Fifty-third Congress by Mr. Loup, and said report 
is hereby adopted as the report of your committee, with the explanation 
and statement that the present bill conforms to recommendations made in 
said — by Mr. Loup, and should be passed asintroduced. The aforesaid 
report is as follows: 
(House Report No. 1808, Fifty-third Congress, third session. ] 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S.429) for the 
relief of Geo H. Plant, have had the same under consideration, and report 
it back to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The facts in this ease are all ak set out in Senate Report No. 210, made at 
the second session of the Fifty-third Congress by Mr. Pasco, which is as 
follows: 

[Senate Report No. 210, Fifty-third Congress, second session. } 

This claim was considered by the committee in the Fifty-second Congress, 
was favorably reported with amendments, and sed the Senate, but no 
final action was taken in the House of Representatives. 

The present bill is the same introduced into the Fifty-second Congress, and 
the committee adopt the report made to the Senate in that Congress 

The present bill is subject to the same objections that the committee made 
to the former bill, and the same amendments are necessary in onder to make 
it conform to the views heretofore expressed by the committee. 

When thus amended, the committee recommend that the bill do pass. 

[Senate Report No. 964, Fifth-second Congress, first session. | 

The committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 707) for the 
relief of George H. Plant, of the District of Columbia, have carefully consid- 
ered the same, and submit the following report thereon: 

The claimant in 1874 was the owner of a steamboat named the Lady of the 
Lake, then plying upon the waters of the Potomac River. On the 30th da 
of May of that year the boat was injured in a collision with the U.S. 8. Get- 
tysburg. On the 9th day of June the Secretary of the Navy appointed a court 
of inquiry to investigate all the circumstances relating to the collision and 
report its causes and upon whom the blame, if any, should rest. The find- 
ings of the court will given in full further on in this report. Though 
some blame was cast upon the officers of the Lady of the Lake, the court 
found the officers of the Gettysburg responsible for the collision. Subse- 
quently the Treasury Department ordered an investigation to be made by 
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the supervising inspectors of steam vessels. They reported, on the 17th da 
of July, 1874, that the pilot in charge of the Lady of the Lake complied wit 





all the rules and regulations for the government of ots applicable to the 
case, and that he was exonerated from all blame in the pre: b 
But no relief followed the findings of the two Departments, and the claim- 
nt found that he could only receive compensation for his damage and loss 
by legislative action. Accordingly a bill was introduced into the Senate in 


his behalf in the Forty-sixth Congress, and a similar bill in each successive 
Congress till the Forty-eighth, when, on the 27th day of February, 1884, the 

claim was referred to the Court of Claims under the act of March 3, 1883. 
On June 2, 1890, the court filed its findings of fact, and they were trans- 
itted to the Senate June 6, 1890,and appear in Miscellaneous Document, 
Fitty-first Congress, first session, No. 159. The report of the case is here 

given in full: 
[Courtof Claims. Congressional —_ No. = George H. Plant vs. The United 
States. 


At a Court of Claims held in the city of Washington on the 2d day of June, 
A. D. 1890, the court filed the following findings of fact, to wit: 


FINDINGS OF FACT. 


The claim or matter in the above-entitled case was transmitted to the court 
by the Senate Committee on Claims on the 27th day of Feb , 1884. 

Messrs. Goode & Goode, esqs., appeared for chuant. and the Attorney- 
General, by Henry M. Foote, esq., his assistant, and under his direction, ap- 
peared for the defense and protection of the interests of the United States. 

The case having been brought to a hearing on the 19th of May, 1890, the 
court, upon the evidence and after considering the briefs and arguments of 
counsel on both sides, finds the facts to be as follows: ; 

About sundown on May 30, 1874, a collision oecurred on the Potomac River, 

early o ite Fort Washington, between the U. 8. 8. Gettysburg and the 
Yady 0 he Lake, under the following circumstances: 

The Lady of the Lake had been down the river with an excursion party 
from Washington, consisting of about 600 persons, and was on her return 


trip. . 
The Gettysburg, commanded by Lieutenant McRitchie, was going down. 
When first sighted the steamers were about three-fourths of a mile apart. 

At that tinie the Lady of the Lake was on the Virginia side of the river and 

the Gettysburg on the Maryland side. 

By the law of the road each steamer was required to keep to the right in 

assing, but the law also permitted them, by signal agreement, to keep to the 

eft. 

The officers of the Lady of the Lake preferred to hold their course on the 
Virginia side, because by so doing they avoided to some extent the rapid cur- 
rent of the ebbing tide. They also oo the Gettysburg would prefer the 
Maryland side, because the channel there was deepest and the assisting cur- 
rent strongest. . 

Therefore, when the steamers were about half a mile es. the pilot of the 
Lady of the Lake gave two blasts of her steam whistle, which was the proper 
signal to nest that the steamers might pass by, each ae to the left. 
The pilot of the Gettysburg immediately responded by two blasts of the 
whistle, which was the Seager signal of assent to the eons. Each steamer 
then held her course for about a quarter of a mile. en the Gettysburg, by 
order of Lieutenant McRitchie, gave one blast of her whistle, which is the 

roper signal for each vessel to keep to the right, and immediately ported 

er helm, thus directing her course to the Virginia side of the river. The 

Lady of the Lake immediately pone with two blasts of the whistle, thus 

indicating her wish to pass on the left, as already agreed, and held her course. 

(i collision was imminent, and both steamers reversed their engines, but col- 

ision could not then be avoided. 

The bow of the Gettysburg struck the Lady % the Lake on her starboard 
bow, crushing in the upper and lower decks. No persons were injured. 

Both Lieutenant McRitchie and_the claimant agree in their testimony that 
= apes were given and heard by the officers of each steamer, as above 

etailed. 

The Gettysburg, by porting her helm and directing her course to the Vir- 
ginia side of the river without timely warning, caused the collision. 

IL. 

The rule established by the Board of Supervising Ins rs, under section 
29 cf the act of February 28. 1871 (16 Stat. L., 450), to observed by steam 
‘vessels in ng each other on rivers is as follows: 


‘RULE 1. When steamers are approaching each other ‘head and head,’ or 
nearly so, it shall be the duty of each steamer to pass to the right, or on the 


port side of the other; and the pilot of either steamer may be t in deter- 
mining to pursue this course, and thereupon shall give, as a si of his 
intention, one short and distinct blast of his steam whistle, w the pilot 
of the other steamer shall answer promptly by a similar blast of his steam 


whistle, and thereupon such steamers 8 pass to the right, or on port side, 
of each other. But if the course of such steamers isso far on the starboard 
of each other as not to be considered by the pilots as meeting ‘ head and head,’ 
or nearly so, or if the vessels are approaching each other in such a manner 
that passing to the right (as above directed) is deemed unsafe by the pilot of 
either vessel, the pilot so first ee immediately give two short and 
distinct blasts of his steam whistle, which the pilot of the other steamer shall 
answer renee by two similar blasts of his steam whistle, and they shall 
pass to the left, or on the starboard side, of each other. 

{‘* Nore.—in the night steamers will be considered meeting ‘ head and head * 
so long as both the colored lights of each are in view of the other. In the day 
a similar position will also be considered ‘ head and head.’”’} 


Il. 


June 9, 1874, the Secretary of the Navy constituted, by the following order, 
a@ naval court of inquiry: 
To Commander Joun H. Russen1, 

United States Navy, Rockville, Md.: 

By virtue of the authority conferred by the “act for the better government 
of the Navy of the United States,” approved July 11, 1862, I boost appoint 
Commander John H. Russell president, Commander Montgomery Sicard and 
Lieut. Commander Frederick Rodgers members, and First Lieut. George O. 
Reid, of the Marine judge-advocate of a court of inquiry, which is 
ordered to convene at the navy-yard, Washington, D. C.,on Thursday, the lith 
day of June, 1874, for the pu: of investigating all the circumstances relat- 
ing to the collision which place on the Potomac River, near Fort Wash- 
ington, on orabout the 30th day of May, 1874, between the U 


. 8. 8. Gettysbur; 
and the steamboat Lady of the Lake. In performing this duty the court wilt 
study closely the “ Rules of the road” and act of relating thereto, 


and state the cause or causes that t about the collision, with its opin- 
ion as to where the blame, if “y 


* rest. 
Given under my hand <> avy Departmentof the United States this 9th 


e 
of June, in 4 
” en GEORGE M. ROBESON 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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That both the U. & B. Gettysburg and the stesmbout Lady of the Lake 

eu. . Gettysourg the 
subject to the act of Congress, are te oy 29, 1864 ( Naval oe 
for penventing collisions on the water, in addition to the a the court 
find that the y of the Lake was subject to certain rules laid down by the 
aes Ss rvising Inspectors in pursuance of the act of Congress of F.},. 
ruary 28, 1871. 

There is no conflict between these two sets of “rules,” but the rules of the 
Board of capone supplement the naval “ Rules of the road” 
whistle blasts or signals to be used between vessels, subject to the tions 
of the Board of Supervising Inspectors. 

As regards the facts conn with the collision, the weight of evidence. in 
the opinion of the court, establishes the point that the vesseis, at the time of 
the exchange of their first whistle denake must be as coming un- 
der article 13 of the “rules for preventing collisions on the water (N:vaj 
Laws, page 161), and also under rule lof the “ Rulesissued by the Board of su. 

Inspectors for the ———— of pilots; that is, they were meet. 

g end on,or nearly so. In this position the law requires that the helms of 
both vessels be put to — and inasmuch as this course was not pursued by 
_ Lad: se Pet ~ the aa deem re pn vessel = wade acted pe vicintion of 

iw, n ther pilot commit an error gment tting hi 
helm to starboard. — 

At the same time, as the wording of the law (article 13), “end on, or nearly 
end on,” implies a certain margin for judgment on the part of pilots, the 
court are of the opinion that the pilot of the Lady of the Lake, though tech- 
nically in the wrong, can not in the circumstances be considered as being 
very censurable. 

As the vessels are considered as coming within oe of article 13 of the 
law for preventing collisions on the water, the court find that the Gettysiurg 
acted in violation of law in answering the Lady of the Lake's two whistle, 
and in putting his helm to starboard, and that the fact of her pilot having 
done those aon renders her responsible for the collision. 

The pilots of the two vessels are therefore considered by the court as hav- 
ing been wretgass to blame for the collision. Lieutenant McRitchie was 
following the “‘ Rules of the road” in putting his helm a; as the weight 
of evidence shows that if both vessels had done so from the first signal tho 
collision would in all probability have been avoided. 

But when it becomes evident that the Lady of the Lake did not pursue the 
same course and that a collision was very probable, he would, in the opinion 
of the court, have been justified in his helm, in accordance with ar- 

le 19, 162, Rules of the Road, Naval Laws. 
e evidence shows that after a collision became probable both vessels 
h article 16, Rules of 


stop and reversed their engines, in conformi 
the Read page 161, Naval Lowe a 
JOHN H. RUSSELL, 
Inquiry. 


Commander, United States Navy, President Naval Court 
GEORGE C. , 
First Lieutenant, United States Marine Corps, Judge-Advocate. 
he Foessurs Depeeaas aie authorized an investigation by the super- 
vising inspectors of steam vessels, who made the following Sepent: : 
‘Orrick or U. 8S. Locat INSPECTORS OF STEAM VESSELS, 
~ July 17, 1874. 

Sir: In compliance with your instructions we te Washington, 
D, C., to take the testimony of witnesses in the between the U.S. 8. 
Gettysburg and steamer Lady of the Lake, which occurred on the Potomac 
River, off Fort Washington, on the evening of 30th of , 1874, and, after 
having received said testimony, both on 7 of the of the Lady 
of the Lake together with a number of disinterested rs of said 
steamer, we find that the pilot in charge of oe of the 
with all the rules and regulations for the gove: jilots applicable to 
said case, and is therefore exone from all blame in » premises 
tetany report also their inability to get the officers of Gettysburg to 

'y. ‘ 
JAMES D. LOWRY 
WILLIAM O. SAVILLE, 
United States Local Inspectors of Steamers, Baltimore District. 
JOHN HENSHAW, Esq., 
Supervising Inspector of Steam Vessels, Third District. 
IV. 
May 30, 1874,-the claimant was the owner of the Lady of the Lake, except a 
interest, valued at $2,500, which he had agreed to transfer to Par- 
tridge, the of the boat. This interest had not been paid for, and 
claimant arranged with Captain Partridge for it and took it back. 
Vv. 

F the ae <— eeiies the Lady of the es eeeneanes se ee betnens 
of carrying an een ‘olk anc 
taking excursion es up cmt down the river. It was the busy season of 
the year and her iness was large and profitable. 

The cost of repairing the boat amounted to $2,216.85. The loss in earnings 
while undergoing repairs amounted to $3,000. 

After resuming her regular trips her earnings, in consequence of the inter- 
ruption and loss of confidence in her safety, were much diminished. This 
loss can not be accurately calculated, but may be safely estimated at $1,50. 

: BY THE COURT. 

Filed June 2, 1890. 


A true copy. 
Test, this 5th day of June, A. D. 1890. 


[SBAL. ] 


certain 


complied 





JOHN RANDOLPH, 
Assistant Clerk, Court of Claims. 
No action was taken upon the findings and opinion of the court during the 
Fifty-first Congress, aeons to refer the case to this committee with a bill to 
carry them out. During the time that the matter has been in the 
Senate and this committee and the Court of Claims various have been 
introduced into the House of Representatives for the claimant's relief, but 
no final action has ever been there taken. 

The Court of Claims came to the same conclusicn as to the 
for the collision that was in the former in , and it only 
remains to be determined whether an be made in favor 
of the claimant; and if so, in what amount. 

It is true that the Government does not hold itself ly responsible 
for acts of wrong or ni on the part of its r 
agents, but this rule has not always been considered as applicable to cases 0! 
maritime collisions. It has been decided by the Supreme Court in the case 

Siren (7 Wall., 152) that a claim for damages exists against a vessel of 
nited States guil of a maritime tort as muchas if the offending vess«! 


of 
the 
belonged to a private citizen. In however, such a claim can 
not be enforced, , for reasons of pu ie poling. Jurisdiction is withheld 


rts. 
There has been disposition of late years to general reowh. 
nition to cases of damage {rom tollisions and to treat them as eoventially of 
erent from ordinary and on part 
Government agents, This in part from the 


bility 









eat power and authority which is necessarily gre to an officer command- 
ing a vessel, and it is , too, that when the Government mingles on 
terms of equality with on the high seas and navigable inland waters, 
the security of the citizen requires that the rules laid down for others should 
be observed by its own officers, commanding its own vessels, and that these 
rules should be enforced against all alike, and that private persons should 
receive reparation for any injury done by their vio’ by officers of the 
ted States. 

Unite eiand the present practice is to file a libel in rem, upon which the 
court directs a letter to be written to the lords of the admiralty nesting 
an appearance on behalf of the Crown. This is generally given, and case 
proceeds to ju ent. It is insisted that the final decrees are little more 
than awards, so far as the Government is concerned, but the suits are insti- 
tuted and conducted on the hypothesis that claims are created against the 
offending vessels by the co n, and it is presumed that the Gavernment 
will satisfy a decree rendered by its own tribunals in a case in which it has 
voluntarily appeared. 

Many in our own country have favored a general law for the trial of such 
cases in our courts when the United States is alleged to be the offending 
party. Although no such law has ever been passed, the Government has in 
many cases, by laws and in appropriation acts, made provision for 
paying damages to those who have suffered loss from collisions when the 
yeasel causing the injury belonged to the United States. 

It is true that in the present case the findings of the Court of Claims do not 
have the same force as a a but the claimant presented his case there 
with the permission of the Senate and in accordance with law. The United 
States was represented by an assistant of the Attorney-General, and the case 
was duly defended, and a careful review of the findings shows that they are 
in accordance with the facts of the case so far as the party in fault is con- 


ad. 
After the matter has ed thus far with the consent of those who 


represented the Government, and who had authority under the law to act, 
the committee think that the claimant in this partic case should receive 
reimbursement for the damage which has resulted directly from the col- 
lision, without waiting for the enactment of a general law. e court finds 
that the cost of the boat was $2,216.85, and that the actual loss in 
earnings while she was undergoing repairs was $3,000. These sums amount 
in the aggregate to $5,216.85, and the committee recommend the appropriation 
of this sum in full satisfaction of the claim. 

The court estimates a further loss of $1,500 in the earnings of the boat in 
consequence of the loss of public confidence in her safety after she resumed 
her regular trips; but the committee think that this estimated resulting 
damage is too remote to be considered favorably. Besides, the claimant in his 
petition only asks “‘that he be paid the amount for his time and expenses 
incurred in placing his steamboat in condition for navigation.” He 
speaks of “divers gains, profits, and advantages which would have accrued 
to him” from his contracts and business, but expressly states that he makes 
no claim except for his time and expenses as stated. 

Tocarry out the views of the committee the following amendments are 
"Gn line6 strike out “six” before “ thousand,” and “‘seven"’ before “ hun- 
dred”’ and insert in the first place “five * and in the second place “two.” 

Add at the end of the bill as printed “and to be received by him in full sat- 
isfaction of all claimgand demands in consequence of said collision.” 

Mr. PAYNE (before the conclusion of-the reading). I wish to 
ask the gentleman whether there is anything in the latter part of 
the report which changes the facts as so far shown? It appears 
from the report so far that while the officers of the Gettysburg 
were guilty of wrong, and while there is no doubt that their neg- 
ligence contributed to the accident, still the officers of the Lad 
of the Lake were also guilty of contributory negligence. I wis 
the gentleman would stateif there is — further in the report 
which shows that the officers of the y of the Lake were free 
from negligence. 

Mr. SWANSON. The gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] 
made the report, and I will ask him to answer the gentleman’s 
question. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say in relation to this case 
that I have given it very careful consideration in the Committee 
on Claims during two Congresses, and if there ever was a just 
claim presented to Congress I believe this to be the one. If the 
gentleman from New York be at all nautical—and I know that 
he is at the head of a committee which has something to do with 
nautical matters—he will understand from the facts presented 
that the Lady of the Lake was coming up against the stream and 
was entitled, under the rules governing navigation, by giving 
notice of that fact, to take advantage of the eddy along the shore. 
The captain of the Lady of the Lake signaled that he desired to take 
that course, and the Gettysburg answered the signal and accepted 
it. Subsequently the Gettysburg desired, for some reason which 
does not appear, to take a course which she was not entitled to 
take, and she signaled back to the Lady of the Lake reversing 
her former acceptance of the signal. The Lady of the Lake was 
then unable, as the whole evidence goes to show, by reason of the 
speed of the current, to change her first signal, so the accident 
became inevitable. No action on the of the officers of the 
Lady of the Lake, when the later signals of the Gettysburg were 
made, could possibly, according to the report of the inspectors, 
have prevented the collision. the case were that of a private 
individual against another private individual, or that of one cor- 
poration against another corporation, I do not believe there is a 
court in this country but would hold that the Lady of the Lake 
could recover damages. 
oe PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, it is true that at the outset the 

‘ dly of the Lake and the Gaighary were each on the wrong side 
. the river according to the law. It is also true that, according 
= the regulations, the Lady of the Lake had the privilege of offer- 
ain tocontinue on that side by blo two whistles, which she 

. Itis further true that the Get oy vepentes with two 
of the Lake. Afterwards 





whistles, accepting the offer of the 
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the Gettysburg gave another signal, which the Lady of the Lake 
did not accept, but responded with two whistles, signifying that 
she would continue her first course. , 


Now, if the Lady of the Lake had obeyed the second signal or 


warning of the Gettysburg and instead of trying to keep on her 
course had changed hercourse, which it would have been natural 


for her to do under the rules and regulations, it does not appear 
from the findings either of the Court of Claims or of the court of 


inquiry of the Navy Department that the collision would not 
have been avoided. On the contrary, it does appear from the 
findings of the court of inquiry of the Navy Department that that 
court censured the officer of the Lady of the Lake, blaming him 


for his share of the collision. The court does not find him free 
from negligence, but, on the other hand, there is some language in 


the findings showing that he was at least guilty of contributory 
negligence; and, of course, if such was the fact, there could be no 
right of recovery. 


I think, therefore, that this bill should not come up under this 


order, but should take its place upon the Calendar and have aniple 
time for further consideration by the House. I therefore object. 


Mr. LOUD. I will say that the rule which the gentleman from 


New York undertakes to lay down might be applied to every case. 


The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 
CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—BENOIT VS. BOATNER. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana submitted the following resolution; 


which was read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That Committee on Elections No. 2, to which the contested-election 


case of Alexis Benoit against Charles J. Boatner, from the Fifth Congressional 
district of Louisiana, has been referred, be and is hereby, instructed and 
authorized to eee to the consideration of said case, and, having first 
afforded to sai 

same, to report thie House t 
time toafford to the House an opportunity to determine the same during the 
present session of Congress. 


rties a fair cqocatenty to be heard as to the merits of the 
u 


eir conclusions with respect to such case in 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana, a motion to reconsider 


the vote by which the resolution was adopted was laid on the 
table. 


WILLIAM MORGAN AND HARRISON MOORE. 
Mr. HALL. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 


eration of the bill which I send to the desk. 


The bill (S. 1320) to confirm the title to certain lands in Wil- 
liam Morgan and Harrison Moore, and to require the issue of pat- 
ents therefor, was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the entry 6n March 2+, 1882, by William Morgan, of 
lot No, 21 of the southwest quarter of section No. 18, in township No. 16, of 
range No. 8 east, in the State of Kansas, under the act of March 16, 1880, for 
which full payment has been made and final certificatesissued, be, and hereby 
is, confirmed, and the patent therefor shall be duly issued. 

Sec.2. That the entries by Harrison Moore on December 31, 1880, under said 
act of March 16, 1880, of lot No. 15 of the northwest quarter of section No. 19, 
and lot No. 22 of the southwest quarter of section No. 18, both in said town- 
ship No. 16, of range No. § east, in said State, and on January 5, 1881, under 
the act of July 5, 1876, of lots Nos. 13 and 14 of section No. 19, in said township 
and range, for each of which tracts full payment has been made and final cer- 
ee pomnee, be, and hereby are, confirmed, and the patents therefor shall 

ued. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. PAYNE and Mr. LACEY. Let us hear the report. 

The report (by Mr. UNDERWOOD) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1320) 
to confirm the title to certain lands in William Morgan and Harrison Moore 
end to require the issue of patents therefor, have duly considered the same 
ind report it back and recommend its passage. 

The facts in this case, as shown by the records, are as follows: 

Harrison Moore, on December 31, 1880, entered, at Topeka (Kans.) land 
office, lots No. 15 of the northwest quarter of section 19 and No. 22 of south- 
west quarter of section 18, both in township 16, range 8 east, under the act of 
Congress of March 16, 1880, and on January 5, 1881, entered, at the same land 
office. lots Nos. 13 and 14 of the northwest quarter of said section 19, in same 
township and range; under act of July 5, 1576, made payment in full for each 
tract, and on July 16, 1881, received final certificates. The said Moore and his 
wife, after the issuance of such final receipts, conveyed said lands to Charles 
A. Seott, who, with his wife, on March 15, 1882, conveyed said lands to William 
Morgan. The said William Morgan thereafter, on March 24, 1882, entered at 
said land office, under the act of March 16, 1880, lot No. 21 of said southwest 
quarter of said section 18, in same township and range, and received final 
certificate on January 14, 1884; and the said William Morgan and his wife, on 
lith day of September, 1883, conveyed all of said tracts to Harrison Wileoxsen. 

The total area entered by Moore was 190.54 acres, and as the parties in 
entering these lands are restricted to 160 acres, said last entry was held for 
cancellation. 

It clearly appears that these tracts of land were entered in good faith, full 


payment e to the proper land officers without objection, t meet made 
as required by law, and final certificates issued on each entry t is equally 
clear that no Lore or injury can result to anyone by confirming these entries 
and requiring patent to be issued. 


There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill; which was ordered toa third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HALL, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

PATRICK DOUGHERTY. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 4943) to remove the charge of de- 
sertion standing against the name of Patrick Dougherty, Company 
A, Thirteenth New York Volunteer Infantry. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed toremove the charge of desertion standing against the name 


of Patrick Dougherty, late a private in Company A, Thirteenth Regiment 
New York Volunteer Infantry, and to issue to him an honorable discharge as 
of date of 27th day of April, 1863. 


Mr. LOUD. Let us hear the report. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Iask that the Clerk read the portions of 
the report which I have marked; they are the essential parts. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R- 
4943) to remove the charge of desertion standing against the name of Patrick 
Dougherty, onary A, Thirteenth New York Volunteer Infantry, having 
had the same under consideration, would report thereon as follows: 

It is shown by the records of the War Department that this soldier was 
enrolled and mustered into service January 23, 1862, as a member of the Thir- 
teenth New York Infantry Volunteers, to serve two years; that he deserted 
April 27, 1863, and never returned thereafter, although he owed service until 
January 23, 1864: that on December 15, 1863, he enlisted, in violation of the 
twenty-second (now fiftieth) article of war, in Company E, Eighth New York 
Heavy Artillery Volunteers, to serve three years; that he appears to have 
served faithfully under this enlistment until June 30, 1865, when he was mus- 
tered out of service as a member of Company I, Tenth New York !nfantry 
Volunteers, to which he had been transferred; that the charge of desertion 

tanding against this soldier upon the records of the Thirteenth New York 
ioteatey Volunteers can not be removed under existing law (act of Congress 
approved March 2, 1889) for the reason that the period of his absence from the 
service exceeded four months. 

It appears from affidavits presented to your committee that the Thirteenth 
New York Infantry Volunteers was organized in April, 1861; that the bene- 
ficiary, Patrick Dougherty, enlisted in such regiment as a recruit, and was 
mustered intoservice January 28, 1862, to serve two years; that the desertion 
with which he is charged occurred April 27, 1863. 

* + * * * * * 


In an official copy of a letter”, dated Adjutant-General's Office, Washington, 
September 28, 1861, addressed to A. R. Cooper, Springwater, N. Y., which is 
dg in a letter from Lieutenant Hess. one of the affiants, it is stated as 
follows: 

“In reply to your communication of the 23d instant, I am directed to say 
that men who are being recruited to fill up the old regiments of volunteers 
are received for the unexpired term of service of the regiment.” 

This copy purports to have been signed by George D. Ruggles, Assistant 
Adjutant-General, and the correspondence on the part of Lieutenant Hess 
indicates that it has a bearing upon the enlistment of this beneficiary. 

The testimony contained in the affidavits of the two comrades who served 
in the same regiment with the beneficiary are deemed by your committee 
sufficient to justify the conclusion that ee returned to his command 
and was with it on its way to Rochester to be mustered out. The affidavits 
of those e d in the recruiting service at the time Dougherty was enrolled 
sustains his contention that he intended only to enlist for the unexpired 
term of service of the regiment, and hence he should have been mustered 


out with the regiment. 
The regiment having been mustered out in May, 1863, and the alleged deser- 
tion being charged as occurring on April 27, 1863, and said Dougherty havin 


reenlis December 15, 1863, in Company E, Eighth New York Heavy Artil- 
lery Volunteers, and having been transferred to Company I, Tenth New York 
Infantry Volunteers, from which he was mustered out June 30, 1865, your 
committee is of the opinion that the facts do not justify a charge of inten- 
tional desertion. It clear] oupesss that he should have been mustered out 
with the Thirteenth New York Infantry Volunteers in May, 1863, and the fur- 
lough which he claims to have had, and concerning which his comrades testify 
was actually ewes. did probably cover the time from April 27 until the 
muster-out of the regiment on May 13, 1863. 
Your committee therefore recommend that the bill do pass. 


There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. WADSWORTH, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


BASIL MORELAND. 


Mr. BOWERS. lIask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 1475) for the relief of Basil Moreland. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That there be paid, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to Basil Moreland the sum of $2,212, in full for 
all claim he may have against the United States for his land a improve- 
ments in Blue Earth County, Minn., taken by the United States for the Win- 
nebago Indians. 


Mr. PAYNE. Ishould like to hear some explanation of this bill. 
Mr. BOWERS. The report will give a full explanation. 
The report (by Mr. FiscHER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
1475) for the relief of Basil Moreland, have had the same under consideration, 
and find that a bill identical with the bill under consideration was favorably 
reported from this committee in the last Congress on December 21, 1894, and 

‘assed the House February 13, 1895, and the Senate March 2, 1895. 
, See 8136, CONGRESSTONAL RECORD of said date.) 

This bill, with many others, passed the Senate too late to receive the Presi 
Gent’s signature. 

Your committee report back the bill and recommend that it do pass. 

The report of this committee, made to the House December 21, feos, on this 


= is herewith made a part of this report, and sets forth fully the merits of 
e case. 


(House Report No. 1533, Fifty-third Congress, third session. ] 

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
4704) for the relief of Basil Moreland, vine considered the same and accom- 
panying papers, a submit the following report: 

That the commit find the facts to be as stat 
Forty-sixth Con . second session, which said report is hereto annexed an 
made a of this report, and is as follows: 

“In March, 1854, Basil Moreland settled upon the unsurveyed public lands 
in the Territory of Minnesota, on Biue Earth River. He built a house 
and fenced and cultivated a considerable portion of said land. At the time 
of this settlement no right of preemption as to the unsurveyed public lands 
existed, but in that same year—August 4, 1854—Con an act author- 

such preemption. On the lith of March, i oreland, having con- 


in Senate Report 575. 
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tinued to reside on and cultivate said land, went to the land 
witnesses to prove his settlement and right of preemption, and offercd ts 
the money, which was refused by the register of the land office upon ths 
grouse that this land was embraced in the boundary recently set a as 6 
ome reservation for the Winne Indians in with a treaty of 
February 27, 1855. He continued to reside upon and cultivate said land unti] 
the fall of _— when he was evicted by the agent of said Indian tribe. In the 
fall of 1861, the Indians having been removed to another reservation, he 
returned to said farm, and continued to reside on and cultivate the same 
until it was sold for the benefit of the Winnebagoes for $1,212 in 1863. 

“The treaty with the ae did not locate the reservation, but pro- 
vided it should be on Blue Earth River, and it was surveyed and located so 
as to include Moreland’s land, after Moreland’s settlement, and after the pas- 
sage of the act of August 4, 1854, by which he acquired a clear vested right to 
preempt said land, and of which his expulsion could not divest him; and 
when he returned to it in 1861 his rights were as complete as when he was 
forcibly expelled from it. 

‘‘He made another effort to perfect his title by an appeal to the Secretar 
of the Interior, Hon. Caleb Smith, and offered to locate the land with a mill. 
tary land warrant. The Secretary, after a full examination of the case, in 
April, 1862, decided that Moreland was entitled to promere said land, and 
directed the Commissioner of the Land Office to allow him to perfect his title 
by locating the same with a military land warrant, which was done, and the 
patent actually issued, dated peed 10, 1863, but_was arrested in its transmis. 
sion by order of Secretary of the Interior J. P. Usher, who had succeeded 
Caleb Smith in the Department of the Interior. 

“The entry was canceled and the land warrant_returned on the ground 
that the treaty with the Indians was the supreme law of the land. 6 rea- 
soning of the retary is not satisfactory, but admitting its force as a mat- 
ter of law, it does not affect Moreland’s equitable claim for s. There 

can be no doubt of his right to proomee said land, and that he did all the law 
required of him to perfect his title, but lost his land and improvements and 
has never been paid for either. 

“An act of Congress of July 14, 1862, directed the Secretary of the Interior 

»to examine and audit the ms of persons damaged by the treaty with the 
Winnebagoes. Then preemptors to the number of 20 presented the claims 
which were allowed by the Rosreters. and have all been id except More- 
land. (See letter of Secretary Usher to Commissioner Indian Affairs of 
date April 22, 1865.) 

“The land sold for $1,224, the improvements were valued at $1,200, and the 
committee believe that Moreland is justly entitled to this sum, the value 
of the land warrant, which was returned to him, sa — and they therefore 
recommend that the bill be amended by striking ou’ words ‘five thousand 
five hundred dollars’ and inserting ‘two thousand two hundred and twelve 
dollars, in full satisfaction of all claim of said Moreland in this behalf.’”’ 


There being ro objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be e and reada 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BOWERS, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLattT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed bills of the following titles; 
in which the concurrence of the House was req : 

A bill (S. 3375) authorizing the construction of a bridge across 
the Columbia River in the State of Washington; and 


A bill (S. 3494) providing for an examination of the improve- 
ments at the Pass of Aransas, Texas. 


The message also announced that the Senate had with 
amendments the bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free homesteads 
on the public lands in Oklahoma, and reserving the public lands 


for the purpose, asked a conference with the House on the bill 
and amendments; and had appointed Mr. PETTIGREW, Mr. JONES 
- Arkansas, and Mr. ALLEN as the conferees on the part of the 
mate. 
HUGH M’LAUGHLIN, 


Mr. HUFF. Iask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill i R. 1515) for the relief of Hugh McLaughlin. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to issue an honorable discharge to Hugh McLaughlin, late 


sergeant Company B, Fourth Regiment New Jersey Veteran Volunteer 
Infantry. 


There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

EMPLOYMENT OF ADDITIONAL FOLDERS. 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I demand the regular order. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a report from 
the Committee on Accounts. I am directed by the committee to 
report back the resolution which I send to the desk, accompanied 
by a report in writing, and recommend its 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: , 


Resolved, That the Doorkeeper of the House be, and he hereby is, author- 
ized to appoint fifteen additional folders, to serve during the session and 


fifteen days thereafter, and pay them a salary at the rate of r month 
out of the contingent fund of the House. — 


The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Accounts, towhom was referred the accompan reso- 
lution, authorizing the oer = the House to appoint fifteen additional 
folders to serve during the on and fifteen days rand them 
a salary at the rate of $75 per month out of the contingent fund of couse, 

to report that they respectfully recommend the of the same. 
"he committee find upon investigation that the ape 7 bg the ap- 
pointment of this additional force grew out of the demolition of the building 
used heretofore, in which a large number of volumes of public documents 
was stored, by the storm, which made it to remove all public docu- 
ments to another and rewrap about 50,000 documents, the original 
wrappers having been partially or wholly destroyed. 




























Mr. DOCKERY. Does that include the Lacey amendment that 
the House acted upon a short time ago? 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, this is not new legislation; and 
inasmuch as this matter was thoroughly discussed on a previous 
occasion, I ask the previous question on the adoption of the 

Mr. PAYNE. Before that, Mr. Speaker, I would like to the 
gentleman @ question. Is this substantially the same resolution 
that the House rejected a week or two ago? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. It is substantially the same. 

Mr. TRACEY. In response to the gentleman from New York, 
I will say that it is the same with this exception, that that amend- 
ment provided for the employment of additional force for 
three or three and a half months, about, and this only allows the 
employment for sixty days. The committee find it to be abso- 
lutely necessary that this resolution shall be adopted. 

Mr. PAYNE. How many employees are provided for? 

Mr. TRACEY. Fifteen. 

Mr. PAYNE. And for sixty days? 

Mr. TRACEY. Yes, sir. The amount of the expenditure, I 
would say, is $2,250; and the committee regard the employment of 
these men as absolutely necessary. 

Mr. PAYNE. It seems to ime that the gentleman ought not to 
press the matter now, and that the House ought not to reverse its 
former action on this proposition, unless there is something new 

sresented or some additional reason given to justify such action. 
It will be remembered that the House rejected a similar proposi- 
tion very 4 gg 

Mr. MILES. at is the amount involved? 

A MemBER. Something over $2,000. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I demand the previous question. 

The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 9, 
noes 46. 

So the demand for the previous question was rejected. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I now offer the same amendment 
that was adopted by the House before, with some slight modifica- 
tion. : 

The SPEAKER. The amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from lowa will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to the resolution: 

‘* Provided, That the Doorkeeper shall select such employees from States 
and Territories not now.represented on the Doorkeeper'’s roll.” 

Mr. LACEY. That is the same provision that was adopted 
before by the House, and then suddenly, for some reason, my 
friend lost his interest in the pr i the moment after the 
amendment was adopted. Gentlemen concluded that they did 
not want the folders at all if this limitation was imposed on their 
employment. But the House adopted the amendment, and it 
seems to me that the House should recognize at least the justice 
of the appointment of these employees from those States that are 
not now represented. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman 
will allow me a moment, I will ask if he does not know it to be a 
fact that if that amendment is adopted it will require the selec- 
tion of allof these employees—every one of them—from the south 
of Mason and Dixon’s line? 

Mr. LACEY. Iam not aware of that fact; but if it is true that 
these States are absolutely unrepresented in the employment of 
the House, I think it only presents a greater reason for the adop- 
tion of the amendment. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Why cut out your own State? 

Mr. LACEY. This does not cut out any State; it simply pro- 
poses to do justice to all of them. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say a word in this con- 
nection, 

{ confess I am somewhat surprised at the course taken by my 
esteemed friend from Iowa [Mr. Lacry] with reference to this 
resolution. When the resolution was presented the first time by 
the Committee on Accounts a few days ago, it met with the same 
reception that it now meets with. I think I can safely say from 
the record that has been made by the committee during this Con- 
gress that I am warranted in claiming that the committee would 
not authorize or indorse any unnec expenditure of the pub- 
lic money. We have been criticised frequently for refusing to 
authorize such expenditures in cases where members have deemed 
it necessary. But we have never authorized or turned down a 
resolution submitted to us without first making an investigation 
of the facts connected with it and basing our action on that 
investigation. 

I can say to the House truthfully that the committee has en- 
deavored to discharge the duty imposed upon it by the House 
faithfully and solely with a view to serving the public interests, 
and not with a view to serving any private interests of any kind 
or character. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when this resolution was first presented, 
your committee took the trouble to investigate the facts upon 
which the additional force was asked, and in making that inves- 

tion your committee discevered that a public exigency had 
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been created by an occurrence over which Congress had no control, 
that is, by a storm which destroyed the building that had been, 
occupied for several years as a storage house for the foldin 
department. That building was destroyed by the storm, and i 
necessitated the removal of about 400,000 public documents to 
another room. That necessarily took time and employed the 
force at the disposal of the superintendent of the folding room in 
a business outside of the ordinary public duties devolving on 
that force. It im 
took a number of days of their time away from the duties to which 
they ordinarily devote themselves. 


upon them the performance of work that 


In addition to that, the wrappings on 50,000 or more of these 


documents were either wholly or partially destroyed, so that the 
documents must be rewrapped, and yet no additional force has 
been provided in order to meet that new demand, a demand not 
created by Congress, but by the elements. Now, inasmuch as 
the regular force that has been employed were thrown behind in 
their regular work by the imposition on them of this absolutely 
necessary demand created by the elements, and inasmuch as the 
documents the wrappers of which have been destroyed must be 
rewrapped, the superintendent of the folding room, after careful 
investigation, assured the committee, in a letter which was read 
to this House when this proposition was before it a few weeks 


ago, that it would require the full and constant employment of 


these fifteen additional men for a period of at least sixty days to 


enable them to get even with the condition the department was 
in when the storm occurred. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. What is the objection to the 
amendment? 

Mr. TRACEY. Now,as tothe amendment offered by the gentle- 


man from Iowa [Mr. Lacey], I desire to say that the amendment 


is intended to destroy the virtue of the resolution, if there is any 
virtue init. That is the object and purpose of it. There is not 
now a single State north of Mason and Dixon's line unrepresented 
on the Doorkeeper’s roll. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. MayI ask the gentleman a 
question? 

Mr. TRACEY. Certainly. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman name 
one from the States of New Hampshire, Iowa, or Oregon? 

Mr. TRACEY. Yes; there is at least one from each of those 
States. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Not a solitary one. 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. Will the gentleman name 
one from North Dakota? 

Mr. TRACEY. There is one from every State north of Mason 
and Dixon’s line. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. If they are there, they are 
charged to those States without authority. It is not truein any 
proper sense of the word. 

r. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say that a large ma- 
jority of the States, whether Democratic or Republican, are repre- 
sented now on this roll. There may be a few of the States unrep- 
resented. 1 may have made my statement too broad when I said 
that every one of the States north of Mason and Dixon's line was 
represented on that roll; but I do know, from an investigation of 
my own, that there can not be more than two or three of those 
States unrepresented north of that line. I doknow that the State 
of Iowa is represented on that roll. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I[ desire to yield five minutes to my friend 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE}. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Ishould like to be heard when the proper 
time arrives. 

Mr. TRACEY. Very well. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, in reference to the 
merits of this resolution, it is simply a question as to whether these 
publications shall be properly cared for, whether this work, made 
necessary by a storm, shall be done or. not. So far as I am per- 
sonally concerned, it does not make any difference to me. The 
work of the Government ought to be done, but I do not like to 
see the members on this side of the House take this means of dis- 
posing of this resolution. When an amendment is made that all 
of the fifteen appointments shall be made from States now not rep- 
resented on the Doorkeeper’s roll, naturally our friends on the 
other side of the House will support that resolution and that 
amendment because they will get nearly all of those fifteen ap- 
pointments. Therefore I can see how our friends on the other side 
of the House will help my friend from lowa [Mr. Lacey] toamend 
this resolution. Now. if the employees are not necessary, let us 
vote the resolution down without any help from our friends on 
the other side. 

Let us not amend it in such a manner as that we shall need their 
assistance to dispose of a matter that we are entirely competent to 
dispose of without their help. 

r. BAKER of New Hampshire. May I ask the gentleman a 
question? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Is it not true that when this 
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resolution was up for consideration some time ago that you called 
upon your followers to vote the resolution down? 

Mr. TAWNEY. After the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I did; and will do so again if it is 
so amended as to give all of the appointments to States represented 
by our friends on the other side of the House. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. But that is not a necessary 
consequence. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I donot believe that our majority 
is so small that we ought to make these appointments from Demo- 
cratic States. 

Mr. MILES. 
tion? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Yes. 

Mr. MILES. Do youpropose to exclude “the gentlemen on the 
other side” practically from an opportunity to participate in legis- 
lation the purpose of which is to benefit the public service? 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. Notatall. I donotthink it ought 
to be done in an amendmenf toa resolution that emanates from the 
Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. TRACEY. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Dockery}. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, Iam obliged to the gentleman 
from Missouri for his courtesy in yielding me five minutes, but I 
do not think I will occupy that time. I regret very much that my 
friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. WiLLiam A. STONE] seems to be 
disposed to exclude this side of the House from any part in the set- 
tlement of the issue raised by the amendment of the gentlemay 
from Iowa [Mr. Lacey]. I want to call attention, Mr. Speaker, 
te one fact that seems to be conceded. If theevidence of the Door- 
keeper and superintendent of the folding roomis at all reliable, and 
1 suppose it is, a public necessity exists for the employment of this 
force. The interest of the public service, according to the testi- 
mony of these officials, will be subserved by the passage of this or 
a similar resolution. So that the contest here resolves itself into 
an unseemly scramble—I trust my friends will pardon the criti- 
cism—an unseemly wrangle on the other side as to who shall 
distribute the fifteen Se carried by this resolution. 

Mr.MILES. And further, that we shall not be permitted to par- 
ticipate in this issue when it is for the benefit of the public service. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is one feature. My friend from Mary- 
land says thatthe Democratic side will be excluded by the sugges- 
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania from any part in the 
settlement and disposition of this question. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I do not make any such sugges- 
tion as that. Wedo not need to be taken care of by an amend- 
ment such as that proposed by the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I suggest to the gentleman that if it be true, 
as he suggested, that these employees will be appointed by this 
side of tite House, then we ought to have something to say in the 
matter. But I assume that the gentleman was not serious in mak- 
ing the suggestion, and that no Democrat will be appointed. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I did not mean that; but if the 
amendment should prevail, then no State, with the exception of 
one or two States, can participate in the distribution except Dem- 
oma States, as nearly all the’ Republican States are now repre- 
sented. 

Mr. BAKER of New anaes. I do not know that it will be 
necessary to take any from those States. 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE, Or else take the whole fifteen from 
the State of New Hampshire. 


Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
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of this kind is ridiculous a motion such as has been presen 
by the geutionen feum Siiessae I the amendment will i. 
voted down. Then it will be for the to determine whet} or 
the necessity exists for these fifteen additional 

If the facts are as stated by this committee, it 
there is a necessity for more employees to take care of 
lic documents, 1 cugpone at, anova Se Stateany 
ning behind, we can afford to pay whatever is required to 
preserve the documents already ted. But let us give tho 
officers ae full ewees a to aed la subordi- 
nates, without co any ity in th 
United Sta coater thet Laue te Seobor naan ° . 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, if there is no other gentleman 
a to make any remarks, I will call for the previous 
question. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Iask the gentleman to yield me five minutes, 

Mr. TRACEY. Very well. 

Mr. McMILLIN. r. Speaker, it will be remembered by the 
House that a resolution similar to this was introduced and broucht 
up for consideration two weeks ago or more. The amendment 
that is suggested now, providing the method by which the men 
should be selected for this work, and limiting the appointments to 
those States that had no patronage on the roll, was adopted, and 
immediately it turned out that a number of gentlemen who had 
been zealous —eperine of the resolution turned the other way 
and helped to kill it. Now, it struck me at the time that that 
action on their part threw some light upon the probable impor- 
tance of the resolution. It struck me that if there was any neces- 
sity for an increase of the force, as was re an objection 
to the mere method of the appointment of the additional employes 
ought not to be sufficient to influence those gentlemen to turn their 
backs on the resolution after that amendment had been adopted. 
It is not a very im t matter who shall receive these appoint- 
ments. Theg in which the Government is specially inter- 
ested is whether they are really needed; and for one I think I am 
within the bounds of reason when I say that there has not been 
furnished, during the npg = session of Congress, a qnantity of 
speeches or documents to be folded as large as is usually supplied 
at an ordinary session. It strikes me, therefore, that we can prob- 
ably get along without this increase of force, and if we can we 
ought to doit. The gentlemen did not think we needed them be- 
fore, after the m of appointment was changed. If, however, 
the increase is necessary, and these additional men must be em- 
ployed, I see no objection to those States that have not been recog- 
nized in the distribution of loaves and fishes being permitted to 


— the basket. , 
r. TRACEY. Mr.S er, I yield one minute to the gentle- 
. FAIRCHILD], who desires to offer an 


man from New York 
amendment. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. Mr. Speaker, I offer an amendmert to the 
amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was read, as follows: 

Strike out “ States and Territories,” at the end of the amendment, and in- 
sert “Congressional districts.” 


Leah) 
e question being taken on the amendment to theamendment, 
the Speaker dec that the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. CHICKERING and Mr. TRACEY asked for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 19, noes 75. 

Mr. TRACEY. Now, Mr, Speaker, I ask for the previo 

r. . Now, Mr. er, or us ques- 
the amendment. 


is run- 


Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. There is Oregon and half a | tion on the resolution and 


dozen other States that have not a man on these rolls unless he 
was put there without authority. 

Mr. MEREDITH. You need not give them to New Hampshire. 
I can dispose of them in the Eighth Virginia district. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. TRACEY. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Payne}. 

Mr. McMILLIN. It strikes me—— 

The SPEAKER. Onemoment. The gentleman from Missouri 
retains the floor and yields to the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr.Speaker,I do not believe we ought to ham- 
per the officers of this House in their appointments by directing 
that they shall select these new employees from any particular 
locality. 1 do not believe it is best to ina ate that precedent 
in the House of Representatives. I think that we ought to have 
confidence enongh in our officers to allow them to select their 
subordinates without regard to locality. It may hap that 
there is not a man from the State of California on this roll. Does 
the gentleman propose to have the Doorkeeper send to California 
and get some one or two men to help refold these documents? If 
the exigency exists which the committee have reported, they 
ought to go to work at once; and the Doorkeeper ought to be 
allowed to select men who can perform this intricate work, even 
if he gets some of them from the District of Columbia; and he 
ought to be allowed full discretion in the matter. With all due 
respect to the gentleman from Iowa, I think that an amendment 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I make the point of order that tle 

eman from Missouri can not demand the previous question. 

have the right to close the debate. 

The SP R. The gentleman from Iowa was entitled to the 

control of the discussion after the refusal of the House to order 

the ious question, but the gentleman did not assume contro). 
. LACEY. I did not care to claim it. 

The SPEAKER. On thecontrary, the tleman seems to have 
left it in the handsof the gentleman from Missouri, who the Chair 
supposes has the right to move the previous questior, under the 
circumstances. ' 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman from Iowa de- 
sires to make any remarks I have no objection to his taking five 
or ten minutes. . 

Mr. LACEY. Ishall a occupy more than three min- 
utes. I trust that the House will not this as an unseemly 
scramble for office. We all understand the complaint that has 
been made heretofore in regard to the distribution, locally, of the 
poison of the present House. If it were under the civil-service 

aw, phy would have to be taken into consideration, and 
the would be — in a general way over the coun- 
try. It is well known that certain States have been alto- 
ther. I am not complaining of the method by ch it was 
one, but the House has already acted on the idea of this amend- 
ment and directed that the omitted States should be recognized 
when additional force was required. Take the great State of 


. 








Maryland. It lies south of Mason and Dixon's li 


rejuvenated State, and, in a political sense, is now on the 


gide of the line, or, 
on’s line, yet that State has no 
omission like that ought not to exist. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Does not the gentleman know the 
land has two men on the roll now? 
Iam informed by gentlemen from Maryland who 
understand the situation that she has 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. She has two. 

Mr. LACEY. The House, understanding the situation in this 
respect, adopted this same amendment a short time ago, and I 
want it now to have an opportunity to doso again, because every- 
body will admit that a man from a State that is now unrepre- 
sented on the Doorkeeper’s roll can perform these services just as 


roll. Now, an 


fact that M: 
Mr. LAC. 


none, 


rather, there is no longer any Mason and. 
On the Decelseper’s 


well as a man from one of the previously favored States. 


Mr. TRACEY. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask for the previous ques- 


tion. 


The previous 
The question 


stion was ordered. 


Ve 


ng taken on the amendment of Mr. Lacgy, 


the Speaker declared that the noes seemed to have it. 
I ask for, a division. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 58, noes 84, 


Mr. MILES. 


Mr. LINNEY. Let us have the yeas and nays, Mr. Speaker. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 110 members voting in favor 


thereof. 


The question. was taken; and there were—yeas 67, nays 132, not 


voting 156; as follows: 


Allen, Miss. 
Anderson, 
Bailey, 
Baker, N. H. 
Bell, Colo. 
Boatner, 
Buck, 
Burrell, 
Clardy, 
Clark, lowa 
Cockrell, 
Connolly, 
Cooke, Il. 
Cooper, Tex. 
Crowley, 
Culberson, 
Dockery, 


Acheson, 
Aitken, 
&psiley, 
Arnold, R.L 
Atwood, 
Avery, 
Babeock, 
Barney, 
Bartholdt, 
Bartlett, Ga. 
Beach 


Bennett, 


Calderhead, 
Chickering, 
Clark, Mo. 
Codi 

ing, 
Corliss, 

risp, 

Crowther, 
Cumm 
Curtis, 
Curtis, N. Y, 
Dene. 

) 
Daniels, 


Abbott, 
Adams, 
Aldrich, T. H. 
Aldrich, W. F. 
Aldrich, Tl. 
—_— tah 
ndrews, 

Arnold, Pa. 


ker, Kans. * 





M 
Meiklejohn, 
Mercer, 


: a. 
y, Sauerhering, Stephenson, anger, 
en, Seran’ tone, C. W Washington, 
rson, Settle, ng, r, 
Shafroth, Strowd, N.C. White, 
Phillips, Shannon, Sulloway Wilber, 
Shaw, t. Wilson, Idaho 
Pitney, Shuford, Towne, Wilson, N. ¥, 
Price, Skinner, Tucker, Woodard. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The following pairs were announced: 

Until further notice: 

Mr. Cousins with Mr. CowEn. 

Mr. Hirr with Mr. McRar. 

Mr. Watson of Indiana with Mr. Meyer. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. Sore. 

Mr. TRACEWELL with Mr. Russe. of Georgia, 

Mr: Hemenway with Mr. Miner of New York, 

Mr. Hany with Mr. Moses. 

Mr. Tarr with Mr. Ropertson of Louisiana, 

Mr. Kuwp with Mr. Agszorr. 

For this day: 

Mr: Coruiss with Mr. Denny. 

Mr. Scranton with Mr. Rusk. 

Mr. Reygeurw with Mr. MaauiRre. 

Mr. PICKLER with Mr. De ARMOND. 

Mr. Pirney with Mr. Orry. 

Mr. Coox of Wisconsin with Mr. PATTERSON, 

Mr. Henperson with Mr. BANKHEAD. 

Mr. McCaut of Tennessee with Mr. BEL of Texas, 

Mr. Hit. with Mr. CaTcuHines. 

Mr. SouTHWICK with Mr. CLARKE of Alabama. 

Mr. CHar.Les W. STONE with Mr. Cooper of Florida, 

Mr. SutLoway with Mr. Cox. 

Mr. WaLKER of Virginia with Mr. Dinsmore. 

Mr. Aupricu of [linois with Mr. FirzGera.p. 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania with Mr. HurcHeson, 

Mr. Brum with Mr. KENDALL. 

Mr. Harpy with Mr. Ky.ez. 

Mr. Harmer with Mr. Layton. 

Mr. HeEATWOLE with Mr. MEREDITH. 

Mr. Hooxer with Mr. Price. 

Mr. Hvutine with Mr. Rusx. 

Mr. Jonnson of Indiana with Mr. SPARKMAN, 

Mr. Low with Mr. TURNER of Virginia. 

Mr: MILLIKEN with Mr. WasHInaTon. 

Mr. Moz.iey with Mr. WHEELER. 

Mr: Pirygy with Mr. Wooparp. 

Mr. Quiee with Mr. Harr. 

Mr. SAYERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues, Judge 

Asport and Mr: HutcuEson, be excused, on account of sickness. 
TheSPEAKER. Withoutobjection, therequest will be granted. 
There was no objection. 
The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 
The question then recurring on the adoption of the resolution, it 

was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. TRACEY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 

which the resolution was adopted was laid on the table. 


POST-OFFICE BURGLARIES. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the following; which was 


OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., January 14, 1897. 

Srr: In compliance with the act of May 9, 1888 (Supplement Revised Stat- 
utes, 91, 585, 586), I transmitted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
various claims for credit on postal accounts of postmasters on account of 
burglaries from ces, with recommendations for the action of Con- 
gress: Congress, by an act approved June 11, 1896, amended the former act by 
conferring power and authority upon the Pustmaster-General to adjudicate 
claims in such cases up to the amount of $10,000, the limit having previously 
— I therefore have the honor to request that the papers trans- 
mitted by me to the Speaker of the House may be returned to this Depart- 
ment, in order that I may take up and dispose of these claims, under the 
authority thus given the Postmaster-General. The following comprises a 
list of the cases the papers of which have been transmitted: 









Postmaster Post office. Date. Cause. | ——— 

a RNY cts — a a ee 
OC. P. Convery....| Perth Amboy, N. J.| Nov. 2.1804) Burglary .|Jan. 3,1895 
Geo. H. Tice. ....)...-- ee tes Aug. 31,1892 |.....do ....| Jam. 26,1808 
J. M. Johnson....; Hudson, N. ¥ ......! Dec. 15,1803 |.....do ....); Feb. 8, 1804 
Bridget Lane....| Summit, N. J....... | Nov. 20, 1895 do ....| Jam. 10,1896 
Jas. ° Sexton...| Chicago, Il] ......... Dec. 12, 1898 |.....do ....| Apr. 25, 1804 
S i—- ad Shreveport, La...... Apr. 9, 1890/|_....do ....| Dee. 4, 1895 
Irwin er_...| Newport News, Va.| Feb. 8, 1894/|.....do .._.| Mar. 24, 1894 
F. M. Vandling..| Scranton, Pa_......| Aug. 3, 1894 )__...do - Jan. 17,1895 


| 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully. yours, 
WM. I I 


>» ae LSON, Postmaster-General 
Hon. Tromas B. Reep, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
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JANUARY 15, 





The SPEAKER. Without objection, the House will order the 
return of the papers, as requested in the document just read. The 
Chair hears no objection, and it is so ordered. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. THOMAS. I should like to inquire, Mr. Speaker, whether 
the regular order now is not the unfinished business on the Calen- 
Gar? 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the unfinished business 
of last Friday, now on the House Calendar. 


WILLIAM P. BUCKMASTER, 


The first bill on the Calendar of unfinished private business was 
the bill (S. 90) for the relief of William P. Buckmaster. 

The bill was read. 

The SPEAKER. This bill was reported by the Committee of 
the Whole House with the recommendation that it be indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr. JOY. In the absence of the gentleman from Wisconsin 

Mr. OTJEN], who reported this bill, I ask unanimous consent that 
it be passed over until next private bill day, retaining its place on 
the Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Joy] asks 
unanimous consent that the consideration of this bill be postponed 
until the next private-bill day. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none. The Chair understands that under this permission 
the bill remains in the same situation, with the recommendation 
of the Committee of the Whole still standing. 


LAURETTA 8S. PRINCE, 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 2620) to place the name of Lauretta 8. Prince on the 
pension rolls. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, r. Speaker, is this a favorable report 
from the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the question ison the 
passage of this bill, There was a demand made for the reading of 
the engrossed bill, which has just now been read. 

The bill was passed. 


OFFICERS AND CREW OF GUNBOATS KINEO AND CHOCURA. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 8294) for the relief of officers and crew of the United 
States gunboats Kineo and Chocura, reported from the Committee 
of the Whole with favorable recommendation. 

The bill was considered, and ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM B, ISAACS & CO. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 1524) to execute the findings of the Court of Claims in 
the matter of William B. Isaacs & Co., reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole with favorable recommendation. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


GEORGE M’ALPIN. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 1353) for the relief of George McAlpin, to repay moneys 
unlawfully collected from him by the United States, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole with amendments. 

The amendments were considered, and agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The title of the bill was amended to conform to the recom- 
mendation of the Committee of the Whole. 


MATHIAS PEDERSEN, 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bili (H. R. 4310) for the relief of Mathias Pedersen, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole with an amendment. 

The biil was considered, the amendment recommended by the 
committee was agreed to, and the bill as amended ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 


FANNY MOALE GIBBON, 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (S. 2008) granting a pension to Fanny Moale Gibbon, reported 
from the Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Speaker, I offer the amendment I send 
to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: , 

Strike out, in line 8, the words “* one hundred ” and insert in lieu thereof the 
word “fifty,” so that the bill will read ** $50 per month.” 

Mr. CROWTHER. I understand that this is one of the bills 
that inevitably causes a great deal of friction and trouble in the 
Committee of the Whole, as well as in the Committee on Invalid 


| late the pensions of the 


Pensions, and also much unnecessary discussion on the floor 
the House. This is a bill to fix the of aa 
sion of the widow of a gen officer at $100 a month. 

Many members on the floor have desired to get at some unif 
and equitable rate for these pensions, so that they could be cased 
without unn discussion and consumption of time. But 
it seems that this bill was — without discussion in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and I desire to make that amendment, so 
that the matter can be ee as we have attempted to regu- 

widows of general officers, 

I reserve the remainder of my time. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose the 
amendment suggested by the gentleman from Missouri. 

y friend is in error in saying that this bill passed the Com- 
mittee of the Whole without debate. There was a motion made 
to reduce the sum fixed in the original bill to $75 a month, and a 
discussion was had upon that, and the voted on the 
motion and sustained the report of the Committee on Pensions. 

I desire to call the attention of the House to pension legislation, 
and also —— to its attention some considerations why there 
should be a difference in the pensions allowed to the ‘ihowe of 
general officers as compared to those allowed to the widows of 
private soldiers. We increase the pension of the widow of a gen- 
eral officer above the sion given to an enlisted man, and it has 
been the practice of the Government from its very organization. 
It has also been the habit of Congress to increase the pensions in 

roportion to the value of the services rendered by the officer. 

e have had pensions given to the widows of general officers, for 
instance, at a rate of $5,000 per annum, and we have never heard 
any objection because of that discrimination from the people of 
the country, especially when it is considered that the officers 
themselves rendered such magnificent and valuable services as to 
have commanded the respect not only of our own country, but of 
the whole world. Our friend would put this lady, the widow of 
Maj. Gen. John Gibbon, on the same plane on which he has offered 
to put other widows whose husbands were lieutenant-colonels 
and colonels. 

This is adifferent case. Itappeals to the judgment and the mag- 
nanimity of the eo and I am sure that there are few in this 
House who would withhold from the widow of John Gibbon this 
sum which has been voted to her by the Senate, by the Committee 
on Pensions, and by the Committee of the Whole of this House. 

General Gibbon was a graduate of West Point, entering a cadet 
from the State of North Carolina. Although with Southern — 
sonal associations, he was one of the three most distinguished 
men of Southern origin and Southern associations who in the 
dark days of 1861 stood by the flag. George H. Thomas, John 
Gibbon, and John Newton were the names of those three distin- 
guished men. Since the death of the other two, Congress has 
given consideration to their families in equal proportion to the 
sum asked in this bill. General Gibbon served with the volun- 
teers and rose to the grade of major-general. In that hot contest 
at Gettysburg, when a corps commander was disabled, John Gib- 
bon was selected on the spur of the moment by those who knew 
his capacity to take command of the corps and to continue in 
command throughout that battle. 

But there was a greater service rendered the country by John 
Gibbon. In the closing days of that great struggle there was a 
contest between the artillery, the cavalry. and the infantry to push 
forward to overtake the army under the command of Lee. On 
the morning of the 9th of April General Lee had not come to think 
that an immediate surrender was necessary, and when the Confed- 
erate forces were ordered forward they sup the cavalry was 
all they had to meet; but the cavalry wheeled out and uncovered 
the infantry of the Twenty-fourth Corps, which had arrived under 
command of Maj. Gen. John Gibbon. Thatcorps had marched, on 
the 8th of April and the night of the 8th and morning of the 
9th, 37 miles to support the cavalry. Our associate from the First 
district of West Virginia [Mr. DoVENER] was in thatcorps. And 
in the State of the gentleman who makes this motion there is now 
living one of the most distinguished men in that State, Gen. 
John W. Turner, who commanded one of the divisions under John 
Gibbon. It was the skill of John Gibbon and the ificent work 
of his men which marched that corps to the place w they were 
enabled to cooperate with the cavalry and made forever memorable 
the 9th day of April. If that had not been done the 9th of April 
would not have been one of the memorable days in American 
history. The presence of the Twenty-fourth Corps saved slaugh- 
ter and great losses, which would have continued for several days 
had it not been for the skillful and masterly evolution of the men 
under Major-General Gibbon. 

Is it in the heart, the ju ent, or the conviction of any mem- 
ber that this widow, aged 70 years, without property, blind, with 
a daughter in feeble health, ee without father 
or mother, the children of a d mee ony shall be left u 
this pittance proposed by the gentleman m Missouri? Will it 
meet the wish of any true lover of the country that these persons, 
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place before the House at this time the action which the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions has taken upon this question, and to pre- 
sent also in full the report which that committee has recommended 
to the House for passage, I send to the Clerk’s desk and ask to 
have read as part of my remarks the action of the committee, 
which will be found on page 410 of the Recorp of the first session 
of this Congress. This report was acted upon’ by the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, and I was instructed to report it back to the 
House with the recommendation that the resolutions there pre- 
sented be passed. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas marked confusion and delay have resulted from the want of some 
uniform rule in the consideration of private pension bills: Therefore, 5 

Be it resolved. That it is the sense ct the House that all private pension bills 
should be drawn according to the rates of pension indicated by the general 
pension laws unless the evidence should clearly show that a higher rate is 

ustly required to relieve actual distress, the question of the soldier's rank 
Going considered. wholly immaterial in determining an exceptional rating. 

Resolved, That all recommendations from committees should be in harmony 
with the sentiment of the foregoing resolution. 

Mr. ANDREWs, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, submitted the 
following report: 

Your Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the: resolu- 
tion (H. Res. 341) relating to private pension bills, have considered the same, 
and report as follows: 

Said resolutions seek to economize the time and labor of the House in the 
eonsideration of private pension bills. Such bills are usually drawn at rates 
much higher than those indicated by general pension laws, and consequent! 
much time is consumed by committees and oy the House in making amend- 
ments as to rates. If such bills were drawn according to rates fixed by gen- 
eral pension laws, and each bill were accompanied by a brief of the necessary 
evidence when it reaches the propercommittee, many meritorious bills could 
be passed in the time frequently consumed by repetitions of opinions relative 
to exceptional ratings. It is assumed that the members of the Honse will 
readily recognize the benefits that could thus be conferred upommany deserv- 
ing soldiers whose bills ought to be passed immediately. 

f the rates fixed by the general pension laws are not fair and just, a bill 
removing unjust discriminations should be put upon its passage immediately 
and enacted into law. 

Thus one discussion would settle the question of rates, and Congress would 
be relieved of a large volume of business which would be and ought to be 
transacted through the Pension Bureau. The adoption of the resolutions 
would givea rule of action to members, committees, and the House in the 
transaction.of business relative to private pension bills; and your committee 
therefore recommend that said resolutions be agreed to. 


Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, itis not my desire, neither was 
it the desire of the Committee on Invalid Pensions in the prepara- 
tion and adoption of this report, to cast any reflection whatever 
upon the brilliant services of any officer in the late war of the re- 
bellion. We simply seek to suggest here a rule of business pro- 
cedure whereby this miscellaneous discussion can be disposed of 
once for all by the passage of a general statute that will remove 
the question from debate. Then each successive committee from 
Congress to Congress will have a definite policy marked out rela- 
tive to their recommendations of pension bills to the House. 

In the early part of the first session of this Congress the Com- 
mittee of Invalid Pensions was very severely criticised for the 
presentation of bills that were ——— to be out of harmony with 
the fixed provisions of general laws. Whether those criticisms 
were just or not wen not now debate. It is not the intention 
of the committee, as [ understand it, by this recommendation to 
question what should be done or what should not be done ina 

meral statute, but so long as there are general laws givin 

igher rates of pension to the widows of officers than are allowe 
to the widows of privates those general provisions of law should 
be observed; and if present ratings are unjust, a bill removin 
unjust discriminations should beput upon its passage and enac 
into law immediately. 

Now, with a provision of that character the House would have 
some rule of action. But here, with cases coming up from time 
to time ranking up to the grade of captain, it has been practically 
impossible to secure a recommendation of the Committee of the 
Whole for anything beyond $20 a month; but when you pass to an 
officer of higher rank than that of captain, or beyond the rank of 
major, it isa comparatively easy matter, on the ground of rank 
alone, to leap from $25 to $100 a month without stopping to ask 
why. Isubmit that a practice of this kind is wholly inconsistent, 
and that on this question we ought to maintain our action within 
proper bounds. We should come to the business side of the ques- 
tion, and say that in the ratings of pensions to the widows of officers 
we should hold as closely to the provisions of the general law as 
we do in fixing the rate of pensions for the widows of privates. 
Upon these grounds I stand in supporting the amendment which 
is proposed for the reduction of the rate indicated in this bill. 

Mr. CROWTHER. I yield five minutes to thegentieman from 
Delaware {[Mr. WILLIs}. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, it has always been averse to my 
feelings either to offer or vote for any proposition lessening the 
amount of pension which is to go toan old soldier or to the widow 
er the orphan of an old soldier. It is therefore with exceedin 
reluctance that I have to deny the claim which the eloquence of 
the gentleman from New York, General Curtis, so aptly makes 
te my sensibilities. But in this case I am compelled to do so on 


this principle: You know that when a great business concern goes 
down, an account is taken of the assets and liabilities; and 

the concern is found to be bankrupt, those who settle up the busi- 
ness do not make one or two or five or ten or or even a 
hundred creditors preferred creditors; but ona justice 
they divide up what is left and pay so much on the dollar. Now 
so far as concerns the debt that this country owes to the soldiery 
that sustained it in the hour of its peril, it can never pay that 
debt. It is bankrupt in money; and it is bankrupt in gratitude. 
The best it can do is to pay so much on the dollar; and the only 
way it can do that is todeny paper Sone amounts to a certain 
class and to endeavor as much as possible to reach an equalization 
in the distribution of the whole amount. 

Upon that principle [ have to refuse to vote for $100 a month 
to the widow of an officer who may not be any more needy than 
the widow of a private. I know that there are to-day thousands 
and thousands of soldiers’ widows who can =o even $12 per 
month; there are thousands that would be g to get even $8 
a month who are now getting nothing. On this principle of a 
somewhat just distribution of the assets in hand, I can not vote 
for $100 for the widow of an officer when I have to vote for $12 
for the widow of a private. I shall therefore sustain the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CROWTHER. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. GROSVENOR]. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker, I am very much obliged to 
the gentleman from Missouri |Mr. CrowtHer}| for yielding time 
to me; but he understands that I am not going to support his 
amendment. 

I have heard a great deal on the floor of this House for ten or 
twelve years in the line of the argument now used in opposition to 
this bill. But I have this tosay: Never yet, in my contact with 
the private soldiers of the country, have I ever heard any ratifica- 
tion of the agency assumed by these gentlemen. I have been a 
member of the State encampment of Ohio almost ever since,the 
war. Ihave been six times a delegate to the National Encamp- 
ment of the Grand Army of the ublic; and I am elected a 
delegate to the State encampment of Ohionow. And never yet 
in any one of those meetings, nor in any of the Grand Army 
reunions, nor in any reunion of the great assemb: of the 
Army, have I ever heard a private soldier or anybody else attempt 
to draw the line that is here attempted to be drawn between the 
private soldier and the officer. 

Now, let me add this: The distinctions that have been made 
since the war in favor of the great officers of the war have been 
made by the private soldiers themselves. The very spirit that 
gave to the Army of the Potomac their pride in such men as John 
Gibbon has run through the third of a century that has followed 
the close of the war; and to-day the men who stand by this dis- 
tinction with the greatest enthusiasm are the enlisted men of the 
Army. Point out to me, if you can, one place where there has 
been an authoritative declaration i e recognition of such 
men as Sherman and Grant and Sheridan, and their relatives 
after their death. Show me the place where there was a private 
soldier who did not indorse the conferring of the pension upon 


Mrs. Sheridan. 
a... a er, ~~ is -~ hace 2 Eee the 
aming of the pension laws all over , 80 far as the volunteer 
service is concerned I would make ion tnttnatian of rank—I have 
said so many a time—the same considerations do not apply in the 
case of an officer of the Regular Army; and our system of volun- 
teer pensions we derive from the Army system. 
In the present case, General Gibbon, an officer of the Regular 
Army, having reached his sixty-fourth year, was retired upon a 


reduction of pay. He devoted his life to the service of the Govern- 
ment, and at his death he had accumulated nothing. He leaves be- 
hind him a widow. Now, although I never in the Army of 


the Potomac, I venture to say that if every survivor of the Army of . 
the Potomac—-enlisted man or officer—could register his vote upon 


this proposition, ninety-nineout of every one hundred of those vctes 


would be in the affirmative. oe) That is the sentiment 
which those men testified upon the eld, and which they take 
pride in testifying upon every ible and occasion. 

So, Mr. Speaker, while I will not assail ition made 
by the Committee on Invalid Pensions—while I wish it could be 
carried out, and that we could have something which would take 
these questions out of Congress—I am not g that a man who 
did the service for his country that John Gibbon did in the hour 
of peril—greater than I ever saw in any command to which I had 
the honor to belong—shall be made an example of in favor of an 
assumed demand of a sentiment which, I say, does not exist any- 
where in the United States. [Applause.] : 

= yg WTHER. Will gentleman from Ohio permit a 
q n ? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Certainly. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Do I ee to say that we are 
attempting to make an object lesson of bill? 


Mr. GROSVENOR. Not at all. I said that this debate had 
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The question was taken; and there were—yeas 68, nays 128, not 






































































been taken of for that purpose. voting 159; as follows: 

i, COO Geeta ore, ree, oa ake Pes, ae om 

anting a pension e widow of a disti i who | Aitken Danford, Kirkpatrick, . 
Fad reached the highest rank in the Navy, and then stepped out, Allen, Miss. Ellis, Lacey, Shafroth, 
joined the — and obtained the very highest position that | andrews, — ee. ae. 
could be obtained there. We passed that bill at only $50 per month. | Baker, N. 7. Hager, Li vudenslager Spalding . 
And I hold in my hand the conference report, corned to by the | Barham. terman, Marsh, "Strait, . 
Senate Committee on Invalid Pensions, regarding the same ques- — —_. poteurin, Strong. 
tion, wherein they stand by the uniformity of their action with | Blue, Henry, Ind. Minor, Wis. Tate, 
reference to the amount I have pro ; Burrell, eks, Morse, Tracewell, 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Let me ask the gentleman from Mis- ee. = ee, pater. Treloar, 
souri if his objection in this case is special or general? ony Hulick . —e Updegra, 

Mr. CROWTHER. A generalobjection. I have been fighting | Clark, Mo Hull, Overstreet, Wilson, Ohio 

.ce bills all the way through. Codding, Hunter, Pendleton, Wilson, 8. 0. 
the : y ug Conno Joh N.Dak. Perki 

N ons rng? to on a portion of the time to the gentleman - — Noten c Tonka 
from Llinois [Mr. Woop]. ’ > ’ : 

Mr. WOOD. a Sr mn _ ~_ — to make any discrimi- | 4 joson eee —— aaa 81 ei 
nation against the widow of Gen. John Gibbon; but something | Arnold, R. I esheee.” . he ai ‘ | 
has been said here in regard to the policy of making a distinction | Atwood, Doolittle, cleaning, ioctmen. | 
between the pensions of officers and privates who have served in | $Y°fY. Dovener, Leonard, Spencer, 
our Army. 1 recognize no such distinction and no policy of the | Barney.” ~~ saveneeae, Senilings, 4 
Government except that which comes through general law. The t, Evans, lon ceaainene, + 
law in a private or individual case is not a precedent, and the pol- | Bell. Tex. Fairchild, Maldox, Stewart, N.J 
icy of the Government can not be founded upon or determined in ret. Pees gure, ee ree 
the future by the passage of any private act. That is an entirely | Boatner, cote, ” MoCali, Mass. Stone, W.A. 
different question. —, Gamble, McCleary,Minn. Strode, Nebr. 

The private law is an anomaly in legislation. It is sometimes | Bui oritie eee es . 
resorted to to confer privileges upon those who ought not to have Burton, Ohio Griswold, MoCulloch av oe * 
im c a do not nase o- aged the general law. In a Cn, a McDearmon, Thomas, 

Republic like ours it ought ‘to be in the nature of equitable legis- . oe a oo 
lation, and should be based on a general principle, each case of — Hava — Mie” eee ve 
wrivate legislation that comes up for consideration in this body | Cockrell. Harmer, Miller, W.Va. | Van Horn, 

hon determined by the circumstances surrounding it. Gonke, x Harris, Mitchell, Van Voorhis, 

The policy of the law in regard to pensions is that where the Corliss : — Marezs — 
soldier died from the effect of wounds or injuries received or dis- | Crisp, . Huff, Neill.’ Warner. 
ease contracted in its service, that the Government will confer | Crow'ey. Burley, Heowilands, Watson, Ohio 
upon the widow of such soldier $12 per month, and upon the widow an ee Owens, Wellington, 
of a general officer who performs services under similar circum- is, Johnson, Ind. Powers Williams, 
stances the sum of $30 per month. The policy of this Govern- | Qurtis, N.¥ soy, Frinee Wilson, N. ¥. 
ment in reference to — as shown in the public laws of the | Daniels Ricbatg Richards n Woon. - 

United States—ané that policy has been uniform—is to give to the | De Armond, Knox, Shannon, Wright. 
widow of the officer and the soldier alike a similar pension where NOT VOTING—1590 
the death did not result from wounds received in the service or | appott De Witt Let —_. 

ws 7 ; . € . ever, Reeves, 
from disease contracted in the line of duty. Weare departing | Adams, Dingley, Leighty Reyburn 
from this policy of the law, and without any good reason. The | 4!drich,T.H. = Dolliver, Lester, Rinaker,’ 
pension that comes throngh a private law is a gratuity pure and | 4jgrigh —" see ney Rubertwon, La. 
ens 2 is not supported = ei an a Sat € pensions Allen, tah Faris, ae Little, —_ = 

at c through a general law, an act ey, tzgerald, orimer, Russell, Co 
before the soldier . perhaps, or while in the ~~ on "rs a sont Russell, Ga. ; 
the nature of a debt and an obligation on the part of the Govern- | Bailey, ” Giltet, N. ¥. Marein. : — 
ment. We have made this distinction, although in the amount of r, Gillett, Mass McCall, Tenn. Scranton, 
pay and in the rank of the party the pension comes under the pro- | Beker, Ma se ne! no cows, 

Visions of the general law. i a 

Now, it is proposed by this amendment to make the pension of | Bartlett, N.Y. Hadley, Me Millin. Simpkins, 
the widow of General Gibbon $50 per month. I recognize, as we | Beac>- Hall, McRae, Skinner, 
all recognize, the disti : ‘ a Belknap, Hanly, Meiklejohn, Sorg, 

gnize, the disti ed services of Gen. John Gibbon. I | Be Harrison, Meredith Southard 

recognize the fact that he got the infantry, in that relentless pur- | Black, Hart, Meyer, South wic f 
suit, along on the same time of the cavalry. But it was the en- | Bowers. Hartman Miller, Kans. Sperry , 
ergy, it was the endurance, it was the bravery and determination | BrCyetic: pestwom. ken y en we 
of the private soldier that enabled him to do that. I do contend | Brosius, Henderson, Mondell, Btrowd, N 0. i 
that there ought not to be made this distinction between the offi- | Brow. ponerse, Moody, " Bulloway, | 
cer and the privates, both, s, serving in the same corps, and | Back, Hermann, Murphy Tat, He 
—w the same a ps and the same ectiene Valderhead, Hilborn, Noonan, Tayler, i 

8 : Speaker, oO was there for life, a Pp ‘annon, itt, si ell, orp, ; 
that is sought after eagerly by all the young men of the country, | Golson. Houkins, Othe. Packer, 
80 many of whom wish to enter the military service. When the | Cook, Wis. Howe Parker Tyler i 
proper age comes, he may be retired on three-quarters of his full Cooper, Tex. Howeil, Patterson, alker, Mass. 
pay. The pension allowed to his widow is two and one-half times | o0ve"; W* ete ne wees 
that allowed to the private soldier. And if the amount should be | Gowen, Hyde, Phillips, Watson Ind. 
on ae $50 per month, under the amendment pending, based | Cox, Jones, Pickler, White, 

ne report, i : Sats rump, endall, ey, ilber, : 
to the widow of this distingwohed officer, and ie wll tovery mech Curtis Towa Kerr Price, aoa t 

5 ery much | Dayton, Kulp, nige, Woomer. 

more than has ever been granted to the widow of any private | Denny, Lawson, ay, i 


soldier under our pension laws. 


So the amendment of Mr. CRowTHER was rejected. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the adoption 
aril. 


The Clerk announced the following additional pairs: 





of the amendment by the i i : 
C gentleman from Misso For this day: 
oan question was ; and upon adivision (demanded by Mr.| Mr. Bargert with Mr. Tucker. 
Tis of New York) there were—ayes 60, noes 59. On this question: 


Mr. CURTIS of New York. I for tellers. 
Tellers were or: 


The SPEAKER tem appointed 

and Mr. Chewvaen ¢ as tellers. at 
The House divided; and the tellers 
Mr. CROWTHER, Mr. MILNES 

and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 


Mr. Leieguty with Mr. Wi.son of Idaho. 

Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. Cooprr of Texas. 

Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts with Mr. DENNY, 
Mr. SimpxKins with Mr. Miner of New York. 
Mr. 

On 

Mr 











MBEIXLEJOHN with Mr. LirtLe. 
this vote: 
. ALLEN of Utah with Mr. HARRISON. 
The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded, 


es 54, noes 82. 
others demanded the yeas 
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Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I move to amend by striking out of 
line 8 the words ‘‘one hundred” and inserting in lieu thereof 
‘* seventy-five.” 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I hope that will not be adopted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will report the amend- 
ment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 8 strike out the words “‘ one hundred ” and insert in lieu thereof the 
word “seventy-five.” 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, is it in order to offer 
this amendment now in the House? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Hut). The Chair thinks 
itis. The previous question has not been ordered, and the bill is 
open to amendment. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. 
voted down. 

The question being taken, the Speaker pro tempore announced 
that the noes seemed to have it. 

On a Givision (demanded by Mr. BLUE) there were—ayes 57, 
noes 86, 

Accordingly the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I now ask for the 
previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The question being taken on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
and read a third time, Mr. BLUE demanded a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 102, noes 13. 

Mr. BLUE and Mr. CROWTHER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused, not a sufficient number rising 
in support of the demand for the same. 

Accordingly, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS of New York, a motion to reconsider 
the last vote was laid on the table. 


GRAY’S BATTALION OF ARKANSAS VOLUNTEERS. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 


bill (H. R. 1061) granting pensions to Gray’s Battalion of Arkan- 
sas Volunteers. 


The bill was read. 
ae ee Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on 

e bill. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, I hope that will not be ordered now. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. BLUE. I demand a division. 
private bill or a public bill. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 55, noes 40. 

Accordingly, the previous question was ordered. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. Can amo- 
- ~ made at this time to refer this bill to the Committee of the 

hole? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that such a motion is in 
order. 

Mr. NEILL. This bill has been carefully considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole and reported to the House. 

Mr. BLUE. I move that this bill be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks this is in the nature of a 
motion to recommit, and would be in order after the bill has been 
ordered to engrossment and third reading. 

Mr. BLUE. Then I desire to make the motion at that time. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Has this bill been engrossed? 

The SPEAKER. It has not been engrossed. 

Mr. CROWTHER. [rise toa point of order, that the bill not 
having been engrossed, it is not properly before the House. 

The SPEAKER. It has not yet been ordered to be engrossed. 
i CROWTHER. Then I call for the reading of the engrossed 
ill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can do that after it has been 
ordered to be engrossed. The question is on the motion ordering 
the bill to be engrossed. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Now, Mr. Speaker, I call for the reading 
of the engrossed bill. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. S er—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks for the reading of the 
“oe bill, which is not present. 

. BLUE. Now, Mr. 8S er, I offer motion to recommit 
and before I do that, in the attitude which the bill has now assumed 
by reason of the action of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
CROWTHER], is it in order now—— 


- The SP R. The Chair thinks that when the bill comes 


up to be read as an engrossed bill, then it will be in order. 


I hope that amendment will be 


Let us see whether this isa 
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Mr. CROWTHER. To facilitate matters, with the consent of 
engrossed 


= House, I withdraw my motion for the reading of the 
ill. 


Mr. POOLE. I <— 
The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the withdrawal, which 
is cena to a renewal of it. The Clerk will report the next 


WILLIAM M. DALZELL. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
ved 5 R. 1498) to grant an honorable discharge to William M, 

zell. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. STEELE. Let us have the report read. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks for the reading of ths 
report. If he desires to have it read as a part of his remarks, the 
report can be read. 

. STEELE. Yes. 
The report (by Mr. GRIFFIN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R, 
1498) granting an honorable harge to William M. Dalzell, having examined 


and conside the same, report the bill back to the House wi 5 
mendation thet it do pass. a 


From a report made by the War De 
William M. zell was enrolled May 
Company B, Second Iowa Infant: 


mt in this case it appears that 
, 1861, for three zo, as corporal of 
, and is reported on the muster roll of the 
company*for September and October, 1861, as havin: m_transferred to 
the recrui service for the State of lowa October 1, 1861. With the excep- 
tion of the roll for July and August, 1862, on which he is similarly report 
his name is not borne on any muster roll from October, 1861, to the date of 
muster-out of the company on July 12, 1865. 
The application for honorable discharge previously submitted was denied 
on December 10, 1880, on the ground that there was no evidence of the alleged 
transfer to the United States Navy, and that the applicant’s unsupported 
statement did not warrant a Senge in rd 
ya 


the record. 

An investeeen. brought about similar application in tember, 1 
elicited the following f ¢ sos - 

The Navy Department rted that there was no record of claimant's 
service in the United States Navy. 

The Second Auditor reported that there were no papers on file in his office 
relative to the case. ; 

On September 20, 1888, the claimant was informed that no record had heen 
found of him from October, 1861, to June 15, 1862, when he ted civil 
employment in the Quartermaster’s Department, and that no favorable 
action could be taken in his case except upon satisfactory evidence of his 
discharge from the military service yo to qunloy mes as a civilian. 

An inquiry of the adjutant-general of Iowa elicited the f reply: 

“Wil M. Dalzell was reported transferred October 1, 1861, and also 
August 1,1861. Report of transfer does not state to what tion trans- 
ferred, but in remarks says to Iowa State recruiting service. He is supposed 
to have been transferred to Marine Brigade. There are no records in this 
—~ going = show in what organization, other than the Second Iowa Infan- 

ry, he served.” 
he claimant makes the following statement under oath as to his where- 
abouts after the transfer above referred to: 

“About October 1, 1861, Capt. R. M. Littler, of Crmgany B, Second Iowa 
Infantry, transferred me to the Navy De ent, under command of Cap- 
tain Pennock, who was then in charge of the naval station at Cairo. Having 
for many years previous to enlistment been a steamboat ca: , 1 was or- 
dered by Captain Pennock to take charge of the steamer . which I did. 
I run said boat until October 1, 1862, on which date I was ordered to go with 
the boat to Memphis, sto; at Randolph, Tenn., to find out about the kill- 
ing of a lieutenant a few days before. ashore at Randolph I was taken 
prisoner, but saved the boat by calling to the pilot to back her off. Later! 
was paroled and rel . Returning to Cairo, 1 was informed by Captain 
Pennock to go home until he at an exchange of prisoners. I afterwards 
learned that there had never m an exchange of naval prisoners; thatI 
could not go back to my company, as Captain Pennock claimed me, and that 
I was a paroled P mer.” 

Quincy McNeil, of Quincy, Ill., swears that he was in command of Island 
No. 10 from May, 1862, to October, 1862; that he is well acquainted with Will- 


iam M. Dalzell, of Davenport, and has so known him for about forty years; 
that said William M. 


ll was a steamboat captain, and as such was in 
command of the steamer Zugene in the service of the United States in the 
war of the rebellion; that he frequently saw said steamer with said Dalzell 
in command; that some time in October, ise2, said steamer ed at [siand 
No. 10, at which place affiant was then in command, and seueenee that ata 
place about 12 miles above, Captain Dalzell, while ashore, been taken 
prisoner. Affiant piaced Company L, Second Illinois Cavalry, on the boat to 
proceed to New rid, Mo., and, in conjunction with Company D of said 
regiment, to pursue the captors, which was e. Captain ll was not 
rescued, although the expedition returned with about twenty prisoners of 
the marauding party. 
Abram H. Clark, of Peoria, [ll., swears that he was a member of Company 
B, Second Iowa Volunteers, in which company and regiment said Dalzell 
served until October 1, 1861, when he was erred to the naval transport 
service, in which he served for one year; that he was taken r while in 
command of the naval transport steamer , and paroled 
“Se from th t made by the War Department that th 
appears from the repor e e War ere 
were other affidavits in support of the statements made by said Dalzell, 
including the affidavit of Cap’ Littler, who was in command of Dalzell’s 
company at the time the transfer is said to have been made. 
So far as any record mp peaning, Soon the question of transfer to the 
transport service, such record sustains the claim and state- 
ments of the beneficiary, and on or ne 
not made strictly as it should have been, must be to 
lace. That W' M. Dalzell was in the naval 


perhaps 
ve taken 
service and was 
fs Gene 
of Island No. 10, 
of the same company 
change of ‘opt new pen achat he we Informed by Captain Pen- 
any ex na’ an was F 
ooh pike vio he oervel on naval transport Eugene, he could not 
com w a 4 
anon ets conrad Gav hs cncgeet Semeie’ha ee s f 
a ou 
poulias circumstances the , and for which, in 


the opinion 
your committee, he should not be held accountable. 
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Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on 
the bill to its passage. : 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I want to ask if debate is not in order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate is not in order, the pre- 
vious question having been ordered. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I want to know whether it will be in 
order to offer an amendment to the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It would not, the previous ques- 
tion having been ordered. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I did not understand what stage the bill 
had reached. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill has been read a third 
time, and the question is now upon its passage, the previous ques- 
tion having been ordered by the House. 

The question was taken, and the bill was passed. 


GEORGE M. BROOKS. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the bill 
(S. 637) nting a pension to George M. Brooks. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of oom =. 
Brooks, late private in D hina ay of the Sixty-ninth Regiment of In 
Infantry Volunteers, and pay a pension of $15 per month. 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on 


the bill to nee. 

Mr. RIC N. I hope the gentleman will not do that 
until the report is read or we have some explanation of the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman withdraw 
the demand for the previous question? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to have the report read, so 
that we may know what we are acting on. 

Mr. THOMAS. The report has been read and discussed in -the 
Committee of the Whole, but if the gentleman is not familiar 
with it I shall not insist on the demand. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. - LI -would like to have the report read. 

oS eee I withdraw the demand, so as to have the re- 

rt > 
P The SPEAKER pro.tempore, The report will be read in the 
time of the gentleman from Michigan. 

The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) -was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 637) 
gran a pension to George M. Brooks, having carefully considered the 
same, adopt as their own the annexed Senate report (No. 351), and recom- 
mend that the bill do pass. 

{Senate Report No. 351, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill yo 637) granting 

a pension to George M. Brooks, have examined the same, and report: 
shows that said Brooks was enroiled on the 9th day of August, 
1842, as a private in Company D, Sixty-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 

Said Brooks es that he contracted the measles while in — at 
Indianapolis, Ind., about the middle of November, 1862, which entirel 
destroyed his voice and induced pain in his breast, from which he is still suf- 
fering; and that during the fall of 1862 and the following winter, while he was 
in the service of the United States, he incurred a throat and lung trouble 
from which he has never been entirely clear since; that it has at times been 
better, and at other times worse, and sometimes very bad; that some of his 
ah ge told him that he had bronchitis, others that it was a throat and hung 

rouble, and others asthma; that for years he has been troubled with dizzi- 
ness and swimming in the head, glimmering in the eyes, shortness of the 
breath under moderate exercise or excitement, and has general disability. 

Surgeon Jameson testifies that said Brooks had some acute bronchitis fol- 
fowing the measles; he also had the jaundice, which was contracted while in 
= i oe States service and line of duty at Indianapolis on or about Novem- 

r 15, . 
In certificate of disability for discharge the surgeon certifies to aphonia and 
general debility, consequent upon measles contracted in camp. 

The examining surgeon, on October 23, 1863, finds aphonia and debility, con- 
owas upon measles; that he is still unable to la r; disability at three- 

ourths. 

P. H. Jameson, oars United States Army, states that when sol- 
dier was discharged. ‘“‘ he was unfit for Cate by reason of acute bronchitis 
following measles: he had also ndice, which was contracted while in the 
service of the United States and the line of his duty at Indianapolis, Ind., on 
or about the 1ith day of November, 1862." 

Said Brooks was honorably dischar; on the 29th day of April, 1863, and 
on his certificate of discharge it is stated that he was discharged - by reason 
of — disability and aphonia, consequent upon measles contracted in 
camp at Indiana . 

_The evidence awe that said Brooks made application for an invalid = 
sion in 1863, which was granted to him on pension certificate No. 18631. e 
pension certificate stated that said Brooks should have an annual examina- 
tion in order to draw his yearly pension, but on account of his ha failed 
to appear for his medical crannlextion in 1864 he was dropped from the rolls 
as a pensioner, and has never reeeived any pension since. 

, On February 27, 1891, said Brooks made application to the Pension Office for 

‘restoration to the pension rolls on account of permanent disability from 
bronchial troubles, weak 7. piles, disease of liver, and general debility.” 
But on account of his not being able to furnish all the evidence requ of 
him by the Pension Office he has failed to get restored to the pension rolls. 

Said Brooks further testifies that he is unable to furnish evidence required 
saowing physical condition from 1864 to 1868 for the following to wit: 
Soon being discharged he left home on account of his health, and passed 
from under the care and ce of a family physician, going from place 
to place and not remain ong in any one place, and having no pe t 
home until the winter of 1867-68, and time having so long ce passed that 


he is unable to find those by whom to furnish the required evidence; also, 
believing that drugs would not cure him, he sought no medical treatment. 
George W. Mears, examining surgeon, on May 1, 1863, rated said Brooks as 
three-fourths inca tated for obtaining his subsistence by manual labor 
oe aphonia and debilit 


D. Personett, M. D., testifies February 21, 1863, that said Brooks had been 
under his treatment for bronchitis and aphonia, the result of an attack of 
measles while in comp ot Indianapolis in November, 1862. 

W. P. Morrison, M. D., under date of August 20, 1881, testifies as follows: 
“T have known the above Geor M. Brooks fur the last thirteen years; 
that I am his family physician, and that the said George M. Brooks has suf- 
fered from aphonia and chronic liver disease; further, that he is a strictly 
temperate man and of = habits; that I consider him incapacitated for 
heavy manual labor or farm work, and has been the entire time of my a¢- 
quaintance with Lim, by reason of the above disability.” ; 
Following is the professional statement of a reputable physician concern- 
ing the present condition of the soldier's health: 
SALINA, KANs., February 18. 1896. 
I have this day examined George M. Brooks, about 53 years of age, late a 
pevete in Company D of the Sixty-ninth Regiment Indiana Walenboare. 
ving been his family physician for the last two years, Iam of the opinion 
that his disability resulted from an attack of measles which led to a chronic 
bronchitis, with exacerbations and remissions and attended with consider- 


= So eeeeraya always worse in the winter months. He also has a weak 
eart. 


He is entirely unfit to perform manual labor, but does perform about one- 
fourth that of an able-bodied man. 
W. 8S. HARVEY, M. D. 


Personally appeared before me, clerk of the district court in and for Saline 
County, Kans., W.S. Harvey, personally known to me to be a practicing 
—, and made the foregoing affidavit. 

worn to and subscribed before me this 20th day of February, A. D. 1896. 

[SEAL.]} AUG. SWEDENBURY, 

Clerk of the District Court of Saline County, Kans. 
STATE OF KANSAS, County of Saline, ss: 

I, A. L. Brown, clerk of said county and State aforesaid, do hereby certify 

that W. 8. Harvey is a practicing physician of twenty-five years’ standing, as 


shown by the records on file in my office. 
(seat) A. L. BROWN, County Clerk. 
The soldier himself makes oath and testifies as follows: 
SALINA, KANS., February 19, 1896. 
George M. Brooks, late a private in Company D, Sixty-ninth Regiment Indi- 
ana Volunteers, being duly sworn, says that he is the identical George M. 
Brooks above refe to; that he is now in the fifty-fourth year of his age. 
He further says that he is disabled from doing physical labor, and that this 
disability is the result of measles contracted in the fall of the year 1862 while 
he was in the military service of the United States, so he verily believes; 
that he has never been able to do regular physical labor since he was dis- 
charged from the service of the United States. 
GEO. M. BROOKS. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 19th day of February, 1896. 

[SEAL.] A. L. BROWN, County Clerk. 
aft “ which being considered, your committee recommend the passage of 

e . 

Mr. THOMAS. I renew the motion for the previous question, 

The previous question was: ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered toa third reading; and it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN J. BOATWRIGHT. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R.6233) granting an increase of pension to John J. Boat- 
wright. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on 
the bill to its passage. 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the amendment recommended by the Committee of the 
Wh le was agreed to, and the bill as amended was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLES W. SENTMAN,. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 1311) granting an increase of pension to Charles W. 
Sentman. : 

The bill was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on 
the bill to its passage. 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the amendment recommended by the Committee of the 
Whole was agreed to, and the bill as amended was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading: and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


CLARA L. NICHOLS. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 6528) toincrease the pension of Clara L. Nichols, widow 
of the late Bvt. Maj. Gen. W. A. Nichols. 

The bill was read. as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the pension of Clara L. Nichols, widow of the late 
Bvt. Maj. Gen. W. A. Nichols, of the United States Army, be, and it is hereby, 
increased from $30 per month to $100 per month, and the Secretary of the 
Interior is hereby authorized and directed to p!ace the name of the said Clara 
L. Nichols upon the pension roll at the rate of $100 per month, subject to the 
provisions of existing pension laws 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, this bill as it was originally in- 
troduced called for a pension of $100 per month. The Committee 
on Invalid Pensions reported the bill at $75 a month, and the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on consideration of the bill, amended it by 
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inserting $50a month. Now,I1 trust that thisamendment will not 
pass; and if I may judge the temper of the House by the action 
taken within the last hour in the case of the widow of General 
Gibbon it will not pass; and measuring the sense of the House 
by its action in that case, it onght not topass. There is no reason 
in the world wy this distinction should be made between the 
widow of General Gibbon and the widow of this gallant officer of 
the Regular Army, for there was no more gallant officer in the 
Regular Army than General Nichols. He served a period reach- 
ing from 1838 to 1866. He was a soldier, a distinguished soldier, 
of the Mexican war. His services in the Mexican war were many 
times recognized in a public way and by promotion, and upon the 
strength of his services alone his widow ought to have the amount 
that was named in the original bill. But, Mr. Speaker, outside of 
that altogether, this bill makes the appeal to this House upon 
another and a different ground. This widow, 60 years of age, has 
the right to come here and for her own services ask recognition at 
the hands of the Government. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
& question? 

Mr. DALZELL. Certainly. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. What was the actual rank of General 
Nichols? He was a brevet major-general, I know, but what was 
his actual rank? 

Mr. DALZELL. 
very brief: 

Cadet at the United States Military Academy, July 1, 1834, to July 1, 1838, 
when he was graduated and promoted; brevet second lieutenant Second Artil- 
lery, July 1, 1838; second lieutenant, July 7. 1838; first lieatenant, June 1, 1844; 
regimental adjutant, August 18, 1846, te December 8, 1847, and September 1, 
1848, to September 2, 1852; brevet captain, assistant adjutant-general, July 29, 
1882: brevet major, assistant ————— March 7, 1861; lieutenant-col- 
onel, assistant adjutant-general, August 3, 1861; colonel, assistant adjutant- 
general, June 1, 1864. 

Brevetted captain September 23, 1846, for gallant conduct in the several 
conflicts at Monterey, Mexico; jor, September 8, 1847, for gallant and meri- 
torious conduct in the battle of Molino del Be7 is ae brigadier-general 

, 10) 


September 24, 1864, and major-general, March r meritorious and 
faithful services during the war. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. But the gentleman does not state what 
General Nichols’s actual rank was at the end. 

Mr. aeemesaan I unders‘and that his actual rank was major- 

neral, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Brevet major-general, was it not? 

Mr. DALZELL. I read at the end of this record the words: 

And major-general, March 13, 1865, for meritorious and faithful services dur- 
ing the war. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I understand the report to say that he 
was a brevet major-general. 

Mr. DALZELL. Well, Iam unable to further inform the gen- 
tleman what his real rank was. 

Mr. STEELE. The reading of the report shows that he was a 
major. 

Mr. DALZELL. 
dier-general. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, has the report in this case been read? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It has not. 

Mr. BLUE. The report will disclose what was the actual rank 
of this soldier, and I ask to have it read. 

Mr. DALZELL. Oh, it is not worth while to take up time 
reading the report. 

Mr. BLUE. It is very short, I believe. 

Mr. THOMAS. It is two closely printed pages. 

Mz. BLUE. Well, my recollection is that the report does not 
say that he was a major-general or that he ever claimed to be a 
major-general. The highest rank he reached, according to my 
recollection, was major-general by brevet. 

Mr. THOMAS. But he was an actual brigadier-general. 

Mr. BLUE. Iam not certain about that. 

Mr. THOMAS. That is my recollection, and the presumption 
is that he would not be brevetted a major-general unless he was 
previously a brigadier. 

Mr. BLUE. Oh, he might be. 

Mr. DALZELL. He is called at the beginning of this report 
‘“Bvt. Maj. Gen. W. A. Nichols.” 

Mr. BLUE. And that is what he really was. 

Mr. DALZELL. Well, Mr. Speaker, I do not care whether he 
‘Was a major-general or only a major, there is no reason in the 
world why there should be any distinction made between this case 
and the one that was upon less than an hour ago, and I 
appeal to this House to say that there shall be no such distinction. 

When I wasinterrupted I was 
services of her uusband, this lady herself has a ri 
this House upon her own merits, and in su of that statement 
I read from a document that was presented to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions and is embodied in this report: 


I will read the gentleman his record; it is 


I am informed that he was actually a briga- 


<M to appeal to 


Catesuetias Se war of = found neees Nichols corving, in 
Texas, uw arch traitor Gen. Twiggs, with 
waany others he was to submit Lee being given over 


ing on tosay that, apart fromthe | 


to the enemy asa “prisoner of war” without even the 

sword in his own defense or the service of his Government, but ee ew 
General Nichols rendered good and efficient aid th the plans of 
Twiggs and his confederates, as will be sho = 
phlet; Texas and Its Late Mili 


wn by in Phillipa pam- 
pages 18 and 16; Extracts trom General Pownaend's “Anecdotes of ead 
In this matter I was able toassist m band by sewing , 
uable pests from the headquarters ot Geena Trier er ae gtine vai. 
by writing in the smallest hand upon the silk paper taken from the books. 
my parlor table orders dictated and by General. then Major. Nichols 
which I concealed in the center of new spools of cotton, poles’ the little 
round label. These spools I managed to convey successfully Major French 
of the artillery, Colonel Waite, and others. thus saving to the Government 
the ee en pamennes 2% oe reo ee ee entire com- 
man i 
See g Pp xan Ts deprived of their 

Upon that ground, I say, if upon no other, this worthy widow 
is entitled to recognition. She is now 66 years of age. Not until] 
she found it impossible to rely upon her own resources did she 
make any appeal to the Government for aid. Upon the death of 
her hus in 1866, General Sheridan for her the posi- 
tion of postmistress at Fort Leavenworth, Kans., and for twenty- 
three years she has been ——— g herself by her own labor, 
She is now old, needy, and helpless, and I Sse mistake the 
témper of this House if it shall turn out that she sntes this appeal 
to itin vain. I hope the amendment will not prevail. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I wish toask the gentleman whether it is not 
true that the greater zest of the services of General Nichols in 
the late war were rendered in the Adjutant-General’s Office? 

Mr. DALZELL. I have already stated that he was taken pris- 
oner at the beginning of the war, and was thereby crippled in tho 
service that he could otherwise have rendered. 

Mr. THOMAS. Now, Mr. Speaker, I move the previous ques- 
tion on the bill and amendment to its passage. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The question being taken on the amendment reducing the 
amount to $50 per month, the Speaker pro tempore declared that 
the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. DALZELL. [ ask for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 43, noes 60. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The committee amendment striking out ‘“‘ one hundred” before 
the word ‘‘ dollars ” and inserting “* seventy-five” was then adopted. 

The bill as amended was ordered to engrossed and read a 
third time. 

Mr. CROWTHER called for the reading of a copy of the en- 
grossed bill, but withdrew the demand. 

The bill was accordingly read the third time, and i 

On motion of Mr. DA LL, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

LEROY M. BETHEA. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 7317) to increase the pension of Leroy M. Bethea. 
The bill was read. 


Mr. THOMAS. I move the previous question on the bill to its 


passage. 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to be and read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN J. COPLEY. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 1474) granting a pension to John J. Copley. 


The bill was 

The amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole 
House, to strike out, in line 9, the word ‘*twelve” and insert 
‘‘eight,” soas to make the rate of pension $8 per month, was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move the previous question on the amend- 
ment and on the bill to its final p: 

The previous question was 0 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read 4 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

SA AH E, COMLY. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (S. 937) granting an increase of pension to Sarah E, Comly, 
widow of Maj. Clifton Comly. 

The bill was read. 5 

Mr. THOMAS. I move the previous question on the bill to its 
passage, ; 

The ps question was ordered; and under the eed 
thereof the bill was ordered to a third reading, read third 

=. R. 1810) directing the Secre- 
. Comly on the roll, etc. 


| time, and passed. 
The next business was the bill 
nivalent in its provi- 
this bill lie on the 


tary of the Interior to place Sarah 
tr. THOMAS. As this House bill is 
atone te Op Genes St ee 
The motion was agreed to. 





_—_ 


BERNHARD STUEBER. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
pill (H. R. 587) to remove the charge of desertion from the mili- 
tary record of Bernhard Stueber. 

The bill was read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Strike out the two paragraphs beginning with the word “ Whereas.” 

Mr. THOMAS. Icall for the previous question on the amend- 
ment and on the bill to its passage. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I hope the gentleman will allow me 

e moment. 

Our. THOMAS. I withdraw the call for the previous question 


temporarily. 2 . : 
Mr. W N of Ohio. I desire to submit a parliamentary 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PayNE). The gentleman will 


inquiry. 
state it. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I secured the passage 
through this House of a bill relieving a man from the charge of 
desertion, but the Department refused to grant him a discharge. 
I want to add his name to this bill, requiring the Department to 
grant a dischar 


The SPEAKER pro tem E. Such an amendment as that 
































would not. be germane to t A 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Well, Lask that it be done by common 
consent. My statement is this: In the Fifty-third Congress a bill 


introduced by myself was relieving the man to whom I 
have referred from the charge of desertion. I failed to put in the 
bill a requirement that he should have an honorable discharge. 
The Department has refused to grant him thedischarge. By add- 
ing to this bill such a provision as 1 have indicated, he will get his 
discharge. to which he is clearly entitled, because the charge of 
desertion has been removed. I ask unanimous consent that the 
amendment I have indicated be added to this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Such an amendment would not 
be germane to the bill and would not be in order. The Chair does 
not think he ought to entertain such a proposition. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Not by unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. I sup the Chair has the pre- 
rogative of objecting. ,[Laughter.} ‘The gentleman from Michi- 
gan | Mr. THomas] moves the previous question. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Do I understand that the Speaker, by 
virtue of his membership, makes the objection? 

The SPEAKER protempore, The Chair declines tosubmit the 
proposition to the House because it is directly in conflict with the 
rule, which in this case the Chair thinks ought to be enforced, 
because if the precedent should be set of allowing a private bill 
relating to one individual to be amended by inserting the name of 
another, it might lead to endless confusion. For this reason the 
Chair declines to submit the proposition. The gentleman from 
Michigan moves the previous question. 

Mr. LOUD. I should like to have the bill read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Michi- 
gan withdraw the demand for the previous question? 

Mr. THOMAS. No; because the bill has been read. 

Mr. LOUD. Let me suggest to the gentleman that he has not 
votes enough here to order the previous question if opposition 
should be made. I only want the bill read as it now appears. 
That is the only request [ make. 

Mr. THOMAS. Very well. 

Mr. LOUD. The request is perfectly reasonable. 

_ The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will report the bill as 
it will read with the amendment. 

The bill was again read as amended. 

Mr. LOUD. I only wanted to see tixe shape in which the bill 
was placed by theamendment. There werea number of ‘‘ where- 
ases” in the original bill. It-was a perfectly reasonable request, 
as I understand it, to ask for the ing of the amended bill. 

Mr. THOMAS. Certainly. The whereases were stricken out. 
I now demand the previous question, Mr. Speaker. 

The previous question was ered, under the operation of 
which the amen ts were to, and the bill as amended 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

JOSEPH H. JOHNSON. 

Thenext unfinished businesson the Private Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. 2864) for the relief of Joseph H. Johnson, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole with a favorable recommendation. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


o . Jo n, 
fiftieth Regiment Indiana Volun- 
teer Infantry, and to issue to him an honorabl 


ie as of date August 
5, 1865, said Johnson shall be entitled to receive from the accounting 
officers of all pay and allowances which may have been due him 


the Treasury 
ohne of discharge, excluding therefrom the time of his absence with- 


Mr. DOCKERY. Is there not an amendment to that bill? 
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ment is recommended by the committee to that bill? 


ment. 


is an entire departure from the custom heretofore prevailing in 
respect to bills for the removal of charges of desertion, in that it 


— 

ve been entitled. 
bill. 
as I understand the bill, it excepts the payment of all allowances 
to him duri 


cers of the ury all pay and allowances which may have been due him 
= date of discharge, excluding therefrom the time of his absence with- 
out leave. 


have undertaken to pass in this form. Nosuch bill has passed the 
House heretofore. 
honorable discharge has heretofore always excluded pay, bounty, 
or other allowances. 


read in my time. 


2364) for the rel ef of Joseph 
tion, and report thereon as follows: 


Company I of the One hundred and fifteenth Indiana Volunteers on the 25th 
day of February, 1865, to serve one year. 
on the 14th day of July. 1865. He left the command at that date and did not 
return in time to be mustered out with his regiment on the 5th of August, 1865. 


son for leaving, which is fully corroborated by the testimony, was that he had 
been inform 
refused 
of danger, and then started to return to his command. 
Lafayette, Ind., he met a number of his comrades returning home, and they 
informed him tha: 

home with his comrad 


was not expected to live, and that 
return soon if he could leave her. 
the ordnance sergeant. 


























a faithful soldier. 
that the c 
approved March 2, 1889 


to desert hiscommand. He testified himself that the captain of his company 
gave him leave to go. His veracity appears to be unquestioned, and the fact 
that he started to return to his command as soon as he coukl safely leave his 
wife is conclusive proof that his conduct was not that of a deserter 


it do pass. 
of this bill that even if it were proper to grant the beneficiary of 
the bill back pay and allowances, the language of the bill does 
not accomplish that purpose. 


Treasury all pay and allowances, etc. 







































purposes, and the bill is therefore faulty, in that it makes no 
oo 
r 


the words ‘‘ sixty-five,” in line 8, down toand including the word 


framing the bill. 
ment proposed 


oat line 8, after the words “ sixty-five,” strike out all the remainder of the 
ill. 


this bill is now present. 






















Mr. THOMAS. I move the ong ye question. 
Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, 1 desire to ask if an amend- 


The SPEAKER protempore. There seems to be no amend- 


Mr. DOCKERY. If I caught the reading of the bill aright, it 


to this soldier back pay and allowances to which he may 


Mr. THOMAS. I donot understand that to be the effect of the 
It was prepared by the Committee on Military Affairs, and 


the time he was absent. 
Mr. DOCKERY. I will read the bill. The bill reads: 
And that said Johnson shall be entitled to receive from the accounting offi- 


AS Teena a skies 


Now, so far as I am able to recall, this is the first bill that we 


A special provision to these bills granting an 


Mr. LOUD. Had not we better have the report read? 
Mr. DOCKERY. I ask, asI have the floor, that the report be 


The report (by Mr. TRACEY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
. Johnson, have had the same under considera- 
Joseph H. Johnson was enrolled and mustered into service as a private in 


He is charged with having deserted 


It will be noted that the war was over when he left the command. Hisrea- 


that his wife was very sick. eapplied fora furlough and was 
. He went home and remained eight or ten days, until his wife was out 
hen he arrived at 


t the regiment had been mustered out. He then returned 


es. 


When he left the command in Vir he told his comrades that his wife 


e was going home to see her and would 
He left his gun and accouterments with 
The testimony shows that he was a man of character and habits, and 
Relief was denied by the War Department for the reason 
does not come within the provisions of the act of Congress 


It is apparent, however, to your committee that the soldier did not intend 


. Your committee therefore report the bill favorably, and recommend that 


Mr. DOCKERY. I would suggest to the gentleman in charge 


lt provides that— 
Said Johnson shall be entitled to receive from the accounting officers of the 


The accounting officers of the Treasury have no money for such 


. Speaker, I will offer an amendment, to strike out all after 


“leave,” in line 12. 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask the previous question. 
Mr. DOCKERY. I think there has been some inadvertence in 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read the amend- 
the gentleman from Missouri. 


b 
The Clerk oaalr as follows: 


Mr. THOMAS. I desire to say that the gentleman who reported 
It comes from the Committee on Military 
Affairs. I know nothing personally of the facts. Mr. TRacry, the 
gentleman who made the report, will explain the bill. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I wish to move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri by striking out the 
words “shall be entitled to receive from the accounting officers of 
the Treasury.” 

As I understand it, it is entirely proper that the bill shall state, 
in granting the discharge, and the testimony warrants the state- 
ment, that the soldier shall be entitled to receive the pay and allow- 
ances which may be found due to him and which were withheld 
because of the charge of desertion made against him and now on 
the records of the Department. 

Mr. LOUD. Was he a deserter? 
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Mr. TRACEY. He was not. 
sively that he was not a deserter. 

Mr. LOUD. What is the definition of a ‘‘ deserter”? 

Mr. TRACEY. The gentleman will find it very carefully and 
accurately stated in a note appended to the Supplement to the 
Revised Statutes of the Uni States, in which itis stated that 
desertion must be determined by the intent of the soldier at the 
time he ieft the command. 

Mr. LOUD. Can you now determine what was the intent of 
the soldier, what was in his mind, at this distance of time? 

Mr. TRACEY. I determine the intent, as the court always de- 
termines the intent, by the actions of the party, by his conduct. 
That is the waya court determines what the intent ofamanis, I 
took the actions of this man, and the committee, in its investiga- 
tions, took the actions of this soldier, into consideration for the 
purpose of determining what his intent was; and his actions show 
from the beginning to the end that there was no intent whatever 
to desert his command, but that, on the contrary, he went home 
because his wife was reported to him to be sick without hope of 
recovery. 

Mr. LOUD. How many of these wives were sick? I think this 
is about the ten-thousandth one that I have heard of. 

Mr. TRACEY. That may be true; but I know something about 
this from personal experience, and perhaps the gentleman does. 

Mr. LOUD. Does the gentleman think that the soldier’s long 
and meritorious services entitle him to this consideration? 

Mr. TRACEY. No; he did not have long and meritorious 
service. 

Mr. LOUD. He went in after the war was over—did not enlist 
until the latter part of February, 1865. 

Mr. TRACEY, No; he went in during the latter portion of the 
war, and he was not an old man, either. He was a young man at 
the time, and while it is true that his enlistment was during the 
last months of the war, yet his services while he remained with 
the Army were those of a faithful soldier, and the proof before the 
committee warranted the committee in saying that he returned to 
his home with the full intention of coming back to his command 
as soon as his wife recovered so that he could come; and as soon 
as his wife was out of danger he did start back to join his com- 
mand, and on the way back to join the — was informed by 
comrades of his own regiment mg ome that the regiment 
had been mustered out of the service ow, it seems to me that 
with these facts before the committee there ought to be no ques- 
tion about the right of this soldier to an honorable discharge trom 
the Army, and with the honorable discharge from the Army the 
right to receive whatever pay and allowances may have been due 
him at that time. 

Mr. LOUD. I think the gentleman should accept the very lib- 
eral amendment of his colleague from Missouri [Mr. DocKERY). 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, I hope my friend will not insist 
on retaining this proviso in the bill. 

Mr. TRACEY. I have no particular objection, Mr. Speaker, 
to letting the amendment go; but, at the same time, it is an act 
of injustice. I shall not make any further opposition to the 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. - Does the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. ae) propose an amendment? 

Mr. TRACEY propose an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. LOUD, I think you had better withdraw that. 

Mr. TRACEY. | I desire to say, Mr. eons that if there seems 
to be any real desire on the part of = an to affix the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Mr: DockEry] to the bill 
I shall not make any further objection. although it be an act 
of injustice. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I only want to say, Mr. ‘Speaker, that I re- 
member that all the bills that have passed the House in recent 
years have carried a provision that no pay, emoluments, or roo 
shall become due by reason of the passage of the act. That 
vision does not appear in this bill, but, on the contrary, you 
him pay, emoluments, and bounty. 

Mr. TRACEY. If I may be permitted, I will withdraw my 
amendment to the amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman withdraws his 
amendment. The question is on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. DocKERY}. 

The amendment of Mr. KERY was @ to. 

read a third time; and 


The testimony shows conclu- 


veal 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed an 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed 


IRA POWERS. 


The next unfinished business on the. Private Calendar was the 


— (H. R. 5061) to pension Ira Powers, of Henderson County, 
enn. 


The bill was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move the yeeviews question on the bill and 
amendments to the passage of the 

The previous question was 0: 


The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were 


—— to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be en, and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the ime, and passed, 
HESTER A. seavirink. 


The “a unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 4941) to pension Hester A. Bostwick. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The amendment recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a thira 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 

JOSIAH P. HILL. 

The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the bil] 

(H. R. 1168) to increase the pension of Josiah P. Hill, late Com. 


pany F, Ei — Regiment of Illinois Volunteers, in the war 
of the rebellion 


The bill was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move the previous question on the bill and 
amendments to its p 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the amendments recommended by the Committee of the 
a aes — to, and the bill 2 amended was =o to be 
engro! or a reading; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

SUSAN E, CUNNINGHAM. 


The next unfinished business on the Private wm a was the bill 
as 8182) ee) gremning s a pension to Susan E. Cunningham 


Mr. TH app I demand the previous question on the bill to 
its 


os paevions question was ordered, and under the operatio 
‘aaven the bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was Senaet 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 
GEORGE L. BENNER. 
The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the bill 


5 ee eee sion to George L. Benner. 
' The bill was read, S alowe 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, ae De ts hereby 
authorized and directed to place w 2 


termactor s Department: said 

disability e the result of said injury. 
Mr. THOMAS. ~ Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on 

the bill to its 


passage. 
Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I think the gentleman had better 


have the re 
ain THO ‘ Mr. Speaker, I will withdraw the demand for 
vite] POU D. Mr. Speaker, I want the read, as this isa 
ure from the law and estab custom. 
rahe SP The Clerk will read the report as a part of 
the remarks of the tleman from California. 
The report (by Mr. Mrs) was read, as follows: 


The Commit: ttee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill ( H. R. 
6841) at he en ennee © 


oo L. Benner,” beg leave to 

—— is ‘ollowing report, an aepedonll said bill do pass without 
mane 1 © Cah emadiing tnd ths of the Interior be authorized and 
directed to place upon the pension of ner and 


name of George L. 
t hima ion because Fe tdescaite ht thigh, received during 
fhe civil war while end Bouner’ wen on emnplowes ee 0 ‘ter’s De- 


the 
partment, to a, according to the degree of disa’ ty existing as the 


Benn ner Was 8 ateamster during the war of the rebellion, employed 
by the United States und aoe Captain Dana, United States Army, an assistant 
quartermaster; also under a wagon apy Lyles, and was accidentally 
ae while performing D duties, Le en Bg hoe between the front 
wheel of d a tree, SP aboth Homember 1861, incurring a frac- 


— of quartermaster's hospital, testified Februa: 
2,10, that Geo chal Rae eae whe quartermaster «hospi 
Th 

n bad fracture of ¢ t he suffered se many W 


of theinjury. The fracture was treated by Dr. N 

Your committee believe the bill is meritorious, and precedents having been 
set by previous action of Congress in pensioning the employees in Quarter 
master’s Department for injuries received in line of du » earnestly recom- 
mend the passage of the bill without amendment. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I can not understand why this gen- 
tleman is any more entitled, either by law or equity, to a pension 
than any man who was injured i in the performance of any service 
to an individual, a corporation, or to the Government. is oe 
tleman voluntarily sought employment in the Quarte 


. 8. Lincoln with Dr. Young's 
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Department—it is true while there was a war pending, but he was 
i safe tion, as everybody knows, out of of any 
possibility of ing killed, without some accident should 
to which t contribute. I have knownof 
that used to too much eee _ fall off their teams. I want 

§ in perfect fairness gentleman from Michigan, 
that e t to withdraw this bill to-night. 







raise this above the general run of cases, and to make it exceptional, inas- 

mane oh Se ene Ath te 7 tte for agt e 

son of a brave died increasin " 

sion of the widow whoemrenier hin. mr ee 
committee therefore rcommend the passage of the bill. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was read, as 


«4 
ga 








Strike out “ fifty’ and insert “twenty-five.” 













Mr. THOMAS. Mr. er, the gentleman from Maryland Mr. THOMAS. Mr. 8S , I move the previous question. 
[Mr. — who made report, being present, I could not do Mr. RICHARDSON. re the saeitiiaieds moves the previous 
that without his consent. ; 


, 1 want to ask him if there is not an amendment proposed 
which reduces the pension from $50 to $25? I understood 
the Clerk to read such an amendment. She is getting $25. 

Mr. THOMAS. I understand she receives only §20 a month, 


Mr. MILES. It is not my bill, but I did make the report. 
Mr. THOMAS. The gentleman from Maryland ea CoFFIN 
introduced this bill, and if he is present I would like todef 


i 





the bill. 5 i : : on the rank of captain. 
Mr. MILES. I did not introduce the bill, but I did make the ae REOHARIGON. The report stated that she was getting 
report. & mon 





rt 

Mr. LOUD. I hope the gentleman will assume the responsi- 
bility in this case that he has in previous cases and withdraw the 
bill. 

Mr. THOMAS. Iam willing that it should ,o over, remaining 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. LOUD. Of course, if it is withdrawn it would cee Oe 
same position it does now. I think we ought to havea little fuller 
House to pass this bill. 

The SP . Without objection, the bill will be considered 
as remaining on the Calendar without prejudice. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

ANNIE E. NOLAN. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (S. 2129) gramting an increase of pension to Annie E. Nolan. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the aa oe name of Annie E. Nolan, widow of 
Nicholas Nolan, late major Third United States Cavalry, at the rate of $50 
per month, in lien of the pension she is now receiving. 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the report be read in 
this case. 
The report (by Mr. PooLe) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (5S. 2229) 
granting pat =— of pension to Annie E. Nolan, adopt the following Senate 
report (No. : 

“The Committee on Pénsions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2129) grant- 
ing an increnee of pension to Annie E. Nolan, have examined : same, and 
report: 

“ Nicholas Nolan served his country as a soldier continuously from Decem- 
ber 9, 1852 to October 25, atw time he died from wounds and disease 





Mr. TRACEY. She is only getting $20. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. AsI understood the Clerk, he read it $25, 
and I could not understand why the amendment should propose 
—— she was drawing $25a month. I think you had better 

to see if I am not correct. 

Mr. THOMAS. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Pooie] 
made the oe He can make a statement. 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. — this case the widow is now draw- 
ing $20 per month. at matter was fully looked into by the 
committee. I made the report, and the committee unanimously 

the bill at $25, which is an increase of $5 per month. 
r. RICHARDSON. I was not opposing it, but I was under 
the im ion that the stated that she was now getting $25. 

Mr. THOMAS. I think that is an error if it is so stated. 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the amendment was agreed to, and the bill as amended 
was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly read the 
third time, and b 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to reconsider the votes by 
which the several bills have been passed under the special rule, 
and E also move that that motion be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. 2176) ting a pension to Thomas Pollock; 

A bill (8. 1075) for the relief of the heirs of D. Fnilford; and 
































A bill (S..347) to remove the c of desertion and grant an 
coats in the service. He entered the Army ses major of the Third honorable discharge to Helmuth F. Sceckel. 
United States Cavalry. He was an brave and soldier, his LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
ype, the lean ected bie Ee in| By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 








est military order. For a considerable time before death he was a 
man, but he remained with hiscommand and literally died at his post of duty, 
after a mi career of over thirty-one years. 

Dena is Major Nolan’s military record, as furnished by the War 


To Mr. PrrNey, on account of sickness. 
To Mr. Heatwo te, for this day, on account of sickness. 
To Mr. Jouyson of California, on account of important busi- 


ness. 
To Mr. Dayton, for two days, on account of important busi- 

















“wi 20, 1896. 
“Statement of the military service of 7a wei thin a of the United States} To Mr. VAN Vooruis, for five days, on account of important 
He served from i i i 
December a sy 8 ber 1, 1858; as private, rpon oreo hoon Mr. Woopaxp, for six days, on account of important busi- 
ser, 0 from ° 
jmben = and — <> * Sixth airy, To Mr. AcHEsON, for two days, on account of important busi- 
m Septem ’ ness. 
ing accepted valry, duly 1, He, dre a July ; To Mr. Van Horn, for four days, on account of important busi- 
Tenth Ca , July major, Third Cavalry, 19, He | ness. 
was brovetted first Nengenens August +. ‘for gallant and 1865, “for To Mr. Sraug.z, for two days, on account of important business. 
gallant and a. ee one Din ete Court- Va.'| ‘To Mr. Hu, for five days, on account of important business. 
“* SERVICE. To Mr. Hart, for one day, on account of important business. 
an officer with his regiment in the of the Potomacto | To Mr. WILLIAMS (on motion of Mr. BoaTNeR), for this evening, 
July il, acting Regular ae on account of illness. : 
ee and aid-de-camp to ee —_ ee =. Mr. LACEY. Mr. pubes, I rise to make a parliamentary in- 
count of Eines ten Fee og Rage aioe dene of the | quiry as to the status of House bill No. 3656, the free-homes bill. 
— in the Shenandeah Ve to Mare Bh, ne. when taken pris t passed the on went to the Senate, and now comes back 
oner at the battle of &.; on with amendments enlarging the scope of the bill, and the question 
Gata elias Redstretceancre ne haere missed | Ywish to ak in whether it would be proper to moveto nonconcar 
tory aati D. S. So aees, . —— his jo eg A ae Chain” or what course the bill would take under 
Der Oe ea et eeees I SER ann She pest ‘of Fort Apache, arin, to Octo The SPEAKER. The bill, under the ruling of the Chair, would 





take the.course of reference to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LACEY. Let me suggest, however, that the Senate asks 
for a conference and names the conferees. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is aware of that, and perhaps he 
had better state to the House now the conclusion he has arrived 
at as to cases of that kind, having acted at least once recently 
upon a bill in a similar situation. The question has been passed 
upon once before in the history of the House, and im very much 
the same way. Mr. Carlisle, then Speaker, was at first inclined 
to think that the request of the Senate for a conference was suf- 
ficient to take the bill out of the operation of the rule of the House, 





“W. P. HALL, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
‘Major Nolan left a wife and one child without ests of one: Bind. The 
widow is not strong, having undergone uni hardships and pri 
With her husband in his me She is now receiving a pension of $25 
per month and is exerting to earn sufficient to herself and 
child, a daughter 14 years of age. The present bill asks for am increase of 
pension to $50 per month. 
‘Your committee, after a very careful examination of the case, and in view 
- hag and d distinguished services of Major Nolan, recommend favorable 
on ew 
In addition to the facts set forth in the Senate report, it is shown that this 
widow cares for an invalid ie Bet oe Che abd, for whose cane 
support she is inno way y bound. committee 


._XXTX——453_ 















seems to your 


oo 
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and so ruled; but after reflecting upon the results of that ruling 
he came to a different conclusion, which he announced ina decision 
which will be found in the Recorp. The present occupant of the 
chair in the Fifty-first Congress had originally the same idea that 
Mr. Carlisle had first entertained, and was disposed to give prog- 
ress to such bills; but not having time to examine the question, he 
accompanied his decision with a statement that it was subject to 
further consideration. Upon further consideration it seemed very 
apparent that any other course than referring the bill to the House 
committee having charge of the matter would have the effect to 
give a preference to the Senate’s request over the rights of mem- 
bers of the House, which could not be tolerated. Under our rule 
House bills with Senate amendments are to be considered without 
reference when the Senate amendments, if they had originated in 
the House, would not have to be considered in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; but when they would have been 
subject to such consideration, then it is the duty of the Chair to 
refer the bill with the amendments to the appropriate committee. 
That is the rule of the House. 

Now, this bill comes before us with amendments made by the 
Senate which changeits nature to such an extent as, in the opinion 
of the Chair, to bring the bill within the operation of the rule of 
the House which requires that Senateamendments making appro- 
priations which have not been considered by the House shall be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. That being the case, this bill would be referred to the 
committee unless there is something in the request of the Senate 
for a conference to dispense with the reference. But the request 
of the Senate for a conference, or the request of either House for 
a conference, in order to be binding upon the other House, in 
courtesy, should indicate, or should come after, an absolute dis- 
agreement between the two Houses. Then is the time when 
either House can obtain a conference, but either can ask for it 
before. I suppose that the House might pass a bill and ask for a 
conference upon it without the bill having gone to the Senate at 
all, and so the Senate might pass a bill and ask a conference upon 
it without the House having received the bill; and if, in that event, 
the measure was not subject to the rule of the House, then the 
Senate would have a method by which they could be more preva- 
lent in the House than the members of the House themselves, and 
dispense with a rule of the House, and that conclusion is, of 
course, one that would not be proper or suitable and could not be 
tolerated. The Senate may ask for a conference, but when the 
bill reaches the stage of disagreement, then that request takes 
effect upon the House, and the House will accede to the conference 
in pursuance of that courtesy which exists between the two 
houses of a legislative body. 

Before it reaches the stage of disagreement the House has its 
own methods of examining questions and should not abandon 
them. and by its Rule No. XX has indicated its wish not to abandon 
them. Whatever under Rule XX goes tc the Committee of the 
Whole must be referred to the committee having charge of the 
subject-matter. 

The Chair has thought it worth while to state this view, 
although he has acted upon it at least once before without mak- 
ing any statement. 

r. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I made this inquiry because there is 
no record of any such decision, although I knew that such seemed 
to be the view of the Chair. 

Mr. PAYNE. I now renew my motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Payne] 
asks that the House now take its recess until 8 o’clock this even- 
ing. The Chair hears no objection. The Houseis accordingly in 
recess until 8 o’clock, at which time the gentleman from New Fork, 
Mr. Payne, will please take the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 





EVENING SESSION. 


The recess having expired, the House at 8 o’clock p. m. resumed 
its session, Mr. PAYNE in the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
- The SPEAKER protempore. The Clerk will report clause 2 of 
Rule XXVI. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


The House shall, on each Friday at 5 o'clock p. m., take a recess until 8 
o'clock, at which evening session private pension bills, bills for the removal 
of political disabilities, and bills removing charges of desertion only shall be 
ae said evening session not to extend beyond 10 o'clock and 30 
minutes. 


Mr. THOMAS, I move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
= of the Whole on the Private Calendar under the special 
rule, , 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 


cae on the Private Calendar, Mr. CHARLES W. SToNnzE in the 
chair. 








LENA D. SMITH. 


Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chairman, before the committee proceeds 
with - —— oe I a to a a request—I might say an 
appeal—upon the facts which, with the permission of the commi 
too, 1 will state, = 

Gen. Green Clay Smith was a soldier of the Mexican war. He 
enlisted also in the war of the rebellion, and reached the rank of a 
brigadier-general. He was twice amember of this House. After 
the close of the war he entered the ministry of the — Church 
and continued in it in my city and State for a number of years, 
Finally he came to this city, where, a year or two ago, he died, leay- 
ing a widow without means. Her son, I believe, her only son, 
has died since this House reconvened in December. At the last 
session of this Congress both Houses passed a bill giving her a 
pension. It so happened that the bill reached the President dur- 
ing the last days of the session and failed to receive his considera- 
tion. Since we reassembled the Senate has again passed the bill; 
and under these circumstances it seems to me that in making the 
present request, I am only asking that the bill be restored to the 
~_— of advantage it had before the adjournment deprived the 

esident of the opportunity to consider the bill after it had passed 
both Houses of Congress. Under these circumstances, I ask the 
unanimous consent of the committee for the consideration of the 
bill at this time. 

Mr. MILNES. What is the amount of —— ae 

Mr. EVANS. Fifty dollars a month. e husband of the lady 
whom it is pr sed to pension was a bri er-general; and [ 
believe that is about the at which such widows are usually 


Pethe CHAIRMAN. 
The C . Is the bill on the Calendar? 
Mr. EVANS. Yes. 
Mr. BLUE. Has there been a report in this case? 
Mr. EVANS. Yes; the bill is on the Calendar. It has been 
— by the Senate and considered by the committee of the 
ouse. 


Mr. BLUE. DoI understand the gentleman from Kentucky to 

say that this man was a brigadier-general? 
r. EVANS. He was; and he was also twice a member of this 

House, if that adds any weight to the case. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Reserving the right to object, I ask that 
the bill be read. 

The bill (8S. 3381) granting a pension to Lena D. Smith, was read, 
as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the ponies roll the name of Lena D 
onel Fourth K 


na v. 
cute widow of Green Clay Smith, late co entucky Cavalry 


an r-general United States Volunteers, and to to her a pensi 
of $50 per mon’ from and after the date of the passage of this act. -_— 


Mr. MILNES. Let us hear the report. 
The report (by Mr. ANDERSON) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid So Re whom was referred the bill (S. 3381 
granting a pension to Lena D. Smith, ~ om bana considered the facts an 


Se te bill 1 at ae th to this beneficia 

na’ a nm mon 
passed the Senate Fasreary 19, 1896; was Sevorakiy from this co 
mittee at $50 per month March 17, 1896, and passed the with an amend- 
ment fixing the rate of pension at $30 per month on May 29, 1896. The House 
amendment was ronda? g~ in the Senate and the bill passed June 2, 1896, 


anting her a pension at $30 per month. The Presiden 
fhe bill, and tem days not ha 
same and the adjournment o 
become a law. 

In view of these facts the present bill was introduced and passed in the 
Senate December 14, 1896, on a verbal report of same by Senator ViLAs from 
the Committee on Pensions. 


Your committee attach hereto their former report on Senate bill 1342, and 
in consonance therewith recommend the passage of this pill. 


[House Report No. 843, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, ha carefully considered the bill 
(8. 1842) to pension Lena D. Smith, rt as fo 3: 

Green Clay Smith, the husband of t, was m i 
June 9, 1846, as second lieutenant Company H, First Kentucky Cavalry, Mex- 
ican War Volunteers, to serve for twelve mon and was mustered out June 
8, 1847. He was mustered in as colonel Fourth Kentucky Cavalry April 4, 1862; 
was seriously wounded in the in action at Lebanon, Tenn., May 5, 1862. 
He was promoted to b neral of volunteers June 1”, 
1862. In September, 1862, he was command Division United 
States forces near Vovengs and Newport, Ky. He continued inactive serv- 
ice Sopumanding + ea the time a b e and some of the time a 
until December 1 when his resignation was accepted. He has 
of treatment for chronic diarrhea of two months’ ak r 1863. He was 
—— paw, meral of volunteers to date March 13, for meritorious 
services during the war. 

As is well known, General Smith died in this city a short time ago, and the 
evidence presented to this committee shows that he left his widow without 
means of oappars. 

In view o! well-known services, he ha 
torious services in two wars, and of the need 
recommend the passage of the bill. 


The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

There was no objection. ; ‘ 

The CHAIR . The question is now on laying the bill aside 
to be —— favorably to the House. 

Mr. MILNES. Does this bill provide for a pension of $50 & 


rendered gallant and meri- 
the widow, your committee 


month? 








1897. 
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Mr. EVANS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILNES. Did it not pass before at $30 a month? 

Mr. EVANS. I will say to the gentleman that that was an 

ccident—— 
‘\ir MILNES. Well, Mr. Chairman, I move to amend the bill 
so as to make the pension a month. 

Mr. EVANS. hope that amendment will be voted down. 
The uniform rule, I believe, has been to give at least $50 a month 
to the widow of a brigadier-general, and I am very sure there is 
no reason in this case why the House should act differently. To- 
dav we gave two widows of this class more than that amount. 

Mr. CLARDY. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. Mrunes] had known Green Clay Smith as I knew him, he 
would not make this objection. To-day we a bill giving a 

nsion of $100 a month to the widow of an officer of similar rank. 
He re is acase in which we ask for the widow of a brigadier-general 
a pension of only $50a month. It does seem to me the most rea- 
sonable thing in the world that the House should accede to this 

roposition. 
" The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, I really believe 
that if my friend from Michigan could recall the services of Green 
Clay Smith, who was a Kentuckian in that part of the State that 
contributed so many men to the Southern cause, and who did so 
much to retain the State in the Union so far as the official action 
of the State was concerned—although many men went each way— 
my friend would hardly wish to reduce this pension to the widow 
of a man who was so t a soldier and who did somuch for the 
Union. He rend valuable services in the Congress of the 
United States aside from his services in the Army. Mr, Chair- 
man, as to the widow of that officer—his services being of a char- 
acter that rendered the name of Green Clay Smith illustrious—I 
would hardly think any man on this floor, even my friend from 
Michigan, would interpose an objection, although he is desirous of 
equalizing the pensions of officers and soldiers. 

This pension is a small one, very small in comparison with the 
services rendered by General Smith, and it ought to be granted. 

Mr. MILNES. Mr. Chairman, I deny that I am opposed to 
granting anything more to the widow of a general than to a pri- 
vate. I believe there is a distinction, but the trouble is that we 
undertake to make it-too great in this House. There are thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of the widows of soldiers in this 
country who are just as ae and more dependent, pane, 
than the widow of this officer, widows of as gallant soldiers as 
ever carried a musket in any army on earth, and who are unable 
to get a pension of over $8 a month. I think it wrong to grant a 
pension that makes such a discrimination as this, and I hope, 
therefore, the amendment will prevail. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a 
favorable recommendation. 


ELIHU JONES, 


Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, this morning, under a request for 
unanimous consent, my friend from Pennsylvania inte: an 
objection to the consideration of a bill for a blind soldier because 
it had not gone through the Committee of the Whole. This is an 
instance of a soldier who has become, as I understand it, entirely 
blind. Heserved through a large portion of the war, served seven 
years in the Re; Army, and performed gallant and proficient 
services. This is an exceptional case. He is in very feeble health 
and poor circumstances; and I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 5981) granting a pension 
to Elihu Jones, of Potwin, Butler County, Kans. 

Mr. MILES. Did the gentleman say that he served in the late 
war? 

Mr. BLUE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILES. How long a time? 

Mr. BLUE. Well, I am not positive as to the exact time, but I 
think he probably served three years. He was seven years in the 
Regular com . 

Mr. RINARER. Was he a general? 

Mr. BLUE. No, sir; he was not. He was a captain. 

T he CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the bill, after which 
be Chair will ask if there be objection to its present considera- 

on, 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre , an by, 
authorized and directed to eee tho naame of Elke J = of Pocein. Buthet 

om 


County, Kans., late captain me7y,°: Eighth linois Infantry, on the pen- 


Sion roll an 
of this act d pay him a pension of per month from and after the passage 


The CHAIRMAN, Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the bill? 


ere was no objection. 
Mr. ERDMAN. | Let us have the report read in this connection. 


The report (by Mr. KiRKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
5981) ting a pension tc Elihu Jones, late captain Company G, Eighth Ili- 
nois Infantry Volunteers, having fully examined and considered the facts 
presented, respectfully report: 

Elihu Jones served as a member of Battery G, Fourth Regiment United 
States Artillery, from December, 1853, until March, 1860, when he was dis- 
charged under general orders. He spent some months in recruiting, and 
entered the volunteer service in April, 1861, as a member of Ccrapany G, 

th Illinois Volunteers, becoming captain of the company in Yorcar . 
and serving in that capacity until October 7, 1864. @ was wounded 2 
the otc by.a shell, and is now drawing a pension of $10 per month for 
that bility. His application for additional pension on account of disease 
of the eyes was gerened by the Pension Office because he failed to prove 
treatment therefor in the service, on the ground that said disease existed 
= to enlistment. There is no question raised as to the claimant’s havin 
ost the sight of one eye years ago, and having almost entirely lost the use o 
other. There is an abundance of testimony showing that he wasa brave 
a soldier, and a sober and temperate man, who took unusual care of 


His title to an increase of pension turns u 
a existed prior to enlistment. The Pe 
this action upon a special investi 


m the point whether disease of 
on Office held that it did, basing 


tion, which the examiner says was hur- 
riedly made. An examination of the evidence on this point satisiios your 
committee tha 


t this action was erroneous, and that the disease of eyes origi- 
nated in the service as claimed. This belief is corroborated by the fact that 
claimant was able to perform efficient service for more than three years, 
and was not troubled seriously with his eyes until near the close of his serv- 
ice, as well as by the further fact that claimant served over seven years in 
the Army prior to enlisting in the yolunteer service, and was a sound 
man during that period. 
Your committee eve Gogeete Jones equitably entitled to a higher pen- 
sion on account of disability from his wound and his blindness, and we 
y recommen: e of the bill, a*ter being amended by strik- 
out the word “of.” in line 4; by striking ont ‘ Potwin, Butler County, 
..” in line 6; and by striking out all after the word “ month,” in line 7; 

and by striking out all after the word “ Jones,” in the title of the bill. 
The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed 
to, and the bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the 


House with a favorable recommendation. 
AMBROSE D, MANION. 


Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, I ask for the regular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The regular order is demanded. 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Chairman, I ask the indulgence of the House 
fora moment. My term in this body is drawing to a close, and I 
have never yet asked the consideration of the House for a bill. I 
rise now to ask unanimous consent for the present consideration 
of a soldier's case, who is old and bedridden, helpless; lying, per- 
haps, upon his death bed; an old man who has two gunshot 
wounds, is too feeble to help himself, who is partly paralyzed, and 
is afflicted with a disease which requires the attention of a nurse 
all the time. He is perfectly helpless, in other words; and unless 
he gets justice now and promptly he will never get it in this world. 
I hope gentlemen will allow me the privilege of asking the con- 
sideration of that bill at this time. 

I ask unanimous consent for the present consideration of the 
bill (H. R. 6215) to increase the pension of Ambrose Manion. 

Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, Thave asked for the regular order. 

Mr. LEWIS. I hope the gentleman will not insist upon that. 
I am satisfied if he understood the facts of this case he would not 
do so. 

As I stated, this old man is bedridden, paralyzed, with two 
gunshot wounds, and suffers from a disease which requires the 
attention of a nurse allthe time. I hopethe gentleman will allow 
the bill to be considered at this time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill will be read, subject to the right 
of objection. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Semeters of the Interior be, and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to increase the pension of Ambrose D. Manion, o 
Munfordville, Ky., late of Company K, Fifth Kentucky Infantry, from $30 per 
month to $50 per month, and to issue him a certificate granting and increas- 

his pension tosaid amount, in lieu of pension certificate No. 10246 now 
held by said pensioner. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommend the adoption 
of the following amendment: 

In line 5 strike out the words “of Munfordville, Ky.,” and in line 7, after 
the word “month,” strike out the remainder of the bill. 

There being no objection, the bill was considered, and the amend- 
ments recommended by the committee were agreed to; and the 
bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I have a bill—— 

Mr. THOMAS. Let us have the regular order. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentlemanfrom Michigan [Mr. THomas] 
demands the regular order. The Clerk will report the first billon 
the Calendar. 

RUFUS H. PAYNE. 

The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1505) 
granting an increase of pension to Rufus H. Paine. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and ke is hereby, 
authorized and directed to piace on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Rufus H. Paine, late of Com- 


y A, First Regiment New Hampshire Heavy Artillery, and pay him @ 
tenon at the rate of $12 per month in lieu of that he is now receiving. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying aside the bill with 
a favorable recommendation. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. SuLLOWAY) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the hill (8. 
granting an increase of nee => es * Paine. having 
Th ee ie culisbed daly 3 37. Seon sate Stein Company 8. ee 
be soldier en y ii, as va’ 
shire Heavy Artillery, and was honorably discharged mbar 48 
On July 28, 1896, he filed a declaration under the act Fame 
ing varicose veins, loss of sight, catereh. and injury of left hand; and onJune 
22, i801. he was allowed a pope ee $8 on account of rheumatism, 
veins, and injw: J to left hand 
On February 2, 1895, he filed a declaration for increase, all 
disability from pensionsd causes, defective sight, and hernia. 29, 
the examining ee pee other eae 2 are closed; 
tion a; tion Padi rigbtoblique, im oe goes 
in al hernia, same Gescri nm as eye 
sees ©. C. Snelien’s t at B feet; I left eye ee been removed eve al Zot 
was wearing an ar eye.’ 
The claim, however, was rejected on the ground of “No increase; rate 
covers all disabilities formerly 
Under the general iaw the less of an € ae is rated at een 
but in addition to this infirmity the ier has, according to the report 
the examining board,a rightan a tett tneel ia, rheumatiam, 
veins, permanently injured hand, almost total loss of sight of right eye, 
yhysical condition; and the evidence further shows, in ex 
c is tetally incapacitated for the ‘ormance of manual 


man 
is 60 years of age. The bill passed Senate February 19, 1896. 

Your committee are of opinion that the claimant was and is entitled to the 
maximum rate under the act of 1890, and therefore respectfully recommend 
the passage of the bill. 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, here is an application for an 


imcrease of pension to Rufus H. Payne. On June 23, 1891, accord- | 
ing to the report, he was allowed a pension of $3 « month on ac- | 


count of rheumatism, varicose veins, and injury to left hand. On 
February 2, 1895, he filed a declaration for increase, alleging ag- 
gravated disability from pensioned causes, defective sight, wal 
hernia. April 29, 1895, the examining board reports, among other 
things— 

Eyes are closed; nutrition pow: pleted condition bad; right saan in- 
guinal hernia; left oblique ingw hernia, same description as 

About the same thing that the other board reported. The Pen- 
sion Bureau, after having examined the claim, rejected it on the 
ground of no increase that the rate covers ‘all the disabilities 
formerly alleged. Now, the question is whether or not this House 
will overrule the decision of the Pension Bureau, whose duty itis 
to examine carefully into all of these claims and to report prop- 
erly upon them. I think, sir, that we should stop and reflect 
before we go at a rapid pace and overturn the rulings of the Pen- 
sion Bureau. I think this man is drawing a sufficient i 
according to all the showing, and I think this bill should not 
I just want to call the attention of the House to this fact, that it 
seems to be evidently an attempt to overrule the decision of the 
Pension Bureau, without bringing f any reasons whatever, 
according to the report of the committee. 

I should be glad to hear from some member of the committee. 
Possibly the committee have something more to state in regard 
to this matter. ‘This is a very short report. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call the attention of 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. TaLezrt] to a portion 
of the report farther down: 


And fhe evidence further shows, in —_n terms, that he is totally inca- 
pacitated for the performance of man 


Therefore he would be entitled to more than $12 a month, and 
the bill only provides for $12. The gemtleman’s statement is cor- 
rect, so far as the first part of the report is concerned, as to the 
action of the Pension 

Mr. TALBERT. if the gentleinan will allow me, the point I 
make is that the Pension Bureau were in possession of all the 
facts stated here in the report when they hey filed their decision against 
the man. 

Mr. THOMAS. I Go not understand that to be so. If they 
were, then they overlooked seme of the facts, because the evidence 
is certainly sufficient te give this man $12 per month. 

Mr. TALBERT. Ido not propose to make any fight 
the granting of a pension. I only wanted to call the 
the House to this disposition to overrule the decisions of the Pen- 
sion ~ igi which I think is wrong and setting a dangerous 
precedent 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable ee 


JARED S. CHAMBERLAIN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 878) 
granting a pension to Jared S. Chamberlain. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he 
authorized and directed te place on the 
and limitations of the pension laws, bey’ nyt =< Jared 8 
@ private in Company E Twenty-third Ohio Volunteers. 


 pemert ogpontha The question is on laying aside the bili with 
a favorable recommendation. 
Mr. ERDMAN, Mr. Chairman, let us have the report read, 


of | 


is hereby, 
roll, sub. ject to the peeviatens 


The report (by Mr. Proxim) was read, as follows: 


oe Se re r as pS 
” his x are? an 
, bjects im w ngow ee 
4 oy preagpiore . 
ee 7 ae eg a 
han - | and io ad i oa 
ei € Se ae ee Ped 


Beit thorized and =. i That (a ees 
Denna, irae co fhe 
the act 


The CHAIRMAN. "The question is on laying aside the bill with q 


Mr. 
The report (by 


ERDMAN. Let us have the 


ie 


i” 
on 
fu 


Bybee 
g 





y of Tennessee. Assigned to command of this division, 
of volunteer service July, 1865. 


REGULAR ARMY. 
Thirty-sixth Infantry, July 28, 1866; accepted 
September, 1847. at Fort Sanders, Dek. T.. 
Wyo. of Fort Bridger, Utah, from Dec« amber, 
n command of regiment, winter 1868. Transferred to 
necessary , ee o aoone _—— ie: wie pMay. 
Fort Fred eo, W yo.,.J une, 1870, to October, 
I introduced this bill by request, Salt Lake City. from October. 
u 


merits. command of October, 1870, to ly, 1871. © om. 
DOCKERY. | the question of fact is raised as to whether of a Fred. Stecie, Wyo. aly, isi. to October 1871 


By order of 
= oo, United States. Octo- 
Commanded expedition of cav rena iniantry 
“Mask that the bill be laid aside without preju- in southern Utah, September and October, 2872, In com- 
cect of Gommiscioner of indian 4 Affairs was ordered by Secretar 7 of 
the wandering Indians of Utah and Nevada. Com- 
f ., from September to a 1874, when ordered 
Gees, 54. in command of iment November 
. im command of ment in New Orleans winter 
a, November and December, 1874, 
la., May, 1875, to June, 1876. Command 
une, 1876, April 187%. During riots of 
and of Scranton, Pa., August, 
y commended by Major-Genera! 
Scranton. On War Depart- 
_ vor Army, November, 187°, to 
eer t infantry, April 27, 1879. Com- 
Barracks, W: September, 1878, to January, 1881. 
Se we Department, in New York City, 
cadet Whittaker, ames, 1881, to June. On sick leav« 
of Vancouver Barracks, October, 1881, bo 
Command of Fort Sidney. Nebr., July, 1884. At Crisfield, Kans., 
a command of fifteen “companies of infantry and four: 


Brsnor]. 

Mr. I ask that the bill be passed without prejudice. 
fuemeaa cele information. 
ak een 


BRUVETS. 
Colonel in Arm iene and meritorious services in battle of 


Hatchers Run, 
ar = of — for gallant and —_ aipat services dur- 
ouees: | Richmond, Va. or-gene of volunteers, for dis- 
. and conspicnous gallantry, and for gocé conduct before Peters 
a. 
as nominated by Seater ond confirmed by Senate, in winter of 1869, as 
ral in Regu 


jar Army, for gallant ry at Gettysburg. 
Commission not issued because an act of Congress forbade conferring bre vets 
except in time of actual ye 


Honorably mentioned i of battles of Fredericksburg, Fitzhugh 
[Senate Report No. 240, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. } Soames. or second battle of cksbur, 


a — a Nem ag mea Gettysbu rg, 
tchers Run; n gan in the War; Red Book of 
ae roterred the bill (8. 1128) grant. wien wenty fourth Michigan infentry; A City's Danger anc 
the rate of $75 report a eT Hubner’s Promenade au Tour du mons a7, 
a and Chance mortise and Gettysburg, by Doubleday. 1882. 
The passage of the bill as cmenael recommended. 


Mr. DANIELS. Mr. Chairman, I trust—— 
Mr. . I desire to offer an amendment. 
ae DANIELS. Mr. Chairman, I trust the amendment pro- 
ao ter a from Michigan will not prevail. 
The The amendment has not yet been read. 
Mr. THOMAS. + offer the following amendme mt. I desire to 
say that this bill passed the Senate at $75 a month, and the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions reported it at $50 per month. Th: 
was an error on the part of the clerk in making it $75. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 
In line 8, strike out the ~—— ‘seventy-five * and insert the word 
#0 as to read, “a pension of $50 per month. 
Mr. DANIELS. Mr. Chairman, I trust the bill will pass as it 
passed the Senate,at$75amonth. The career of the distingnished 
soldier has been a most remarkable one, perhaps as much so as 
ae cae who was engaged in the military service of the 
commenced as a mere boy, at the age of 17, an/ en- 
listed in the United States Army for service in the Mexican war, 
> | and was in the Mexican war under General Taylor uatil the war 
nm Then he retired from the Army and studied law. He was 
‘to the office of recorder of the wity of Detroit, and while he 
that office and soon after its commencement the civil 
and he then enlisted at once in the service of the 
the civil war. He served through the civil war, 
while = —— igor Solr battles, he remained there until 
the war, and was then mustered out of the service, 
from the tion of private to that of an officer. He 
in the r Army,and was brevetted major-gen- 
distinguished services in the civil war, and also brevetted 
for services in the Regular Army. His career 
remarkable one, perhaps 1 more so than that of any 
officer whose case has been submitted to the consideration 
He is now dead, 
o ears of age, has a y oung child to care for, and 
wound, dctailed b een ; ' phar eupport or that of the child beyond that 
Blcaas See ar f Confs ris- | obtained by her own exertions. The case is one that is entirely and 
oO ; r,s ti . Fat meritorious, and I trust that the amendment will not 
; that the bill will pass as it passed the Senate. 
i the House very well knows i 
of this dimension; but if there 
one of them. Iam well acquainted 
w, and no more gallant man 
. He was three times wounded, 
. his hand, having taken tho col- 
Four of them 
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were shot down at Gettysburg. He was wounded at Gettysburg 
on the first day of the battle, and he was again wounded in the 
Wilderness and was again carrying the colors; and again at 
Hatchers Run, where he was carrying the United States colors in 
the front of his regiment. If thereever was a worthy case, this is 


ne. 

Mr. MERCER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to second the remarks 
made by the two preceding gentlemen. Colonel Morrow was not 
only in the Mexican war, but he was in the civil war, and then 
later engaged in a great many Indian wars. His widow lives in 
my district, is over 60 years of age, has a son dependent on her for 
support, and she is almost entirely without means. She has 
another son, who entered the Regular Army and is there to-day, 
working his way up by studious application to the duties of his 
position, and, I believe, is now second lieutenant by meritorious 
service. It shows that Colonel Morrow and his descendants are 
of a patriotic order. They belong to that class of citizenshi 
which believes in protecting the American Union and the Am 
can flag at all times and under all circumstances. 

I sincerely trast, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of this House, 
that you will grant this lady $75 at least, because this is a Senate 
bill, and if you amend it now and reduce the amount to $50, the 
bill would be returned to the Senate and go through another 
legislative ordeal. The gentleman from New York i r. WADs- 
WworRTH] calls my attention to the fact that one widow has re- 
ceived $75 and another $100 a month at the hands of this House 
to-day. But aside from that, the record of General Morrow 
would entitle his widow to at least $75 a month pension, and I 
trust this House will vote down the amendment of my friend 
{[Mr. Tuomas], who is simply doing his duty as instructed by his 
committee, and give to this widow a pension of $75 a month, to 
which she is justly entitled. [Applause.} 

The CHAIRMAN. The euaien is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Michigan. 

The question was taken; and the Chairman announced that the 
noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Division! 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 22, noes 68, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

JOSEPH E, VANTINE. 


Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Chairman, I ask the consent of this com- 
mittee to hear a reportread. I will not venture toask unanimous 
consent for the consideration of the bill until after the committee 
shall have heard the report and I shall have made one or twostate- 
ments. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the reading of the 
report ? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I have no objection, Mr. Chairman, but I 
wonld like a recognition myself. ee tai 

The report (by Mr. MrLes) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred oS bill - - 
7969) to increase the pension of Joseph E. Vantine, late first-class 
the U. 8. 8. Richmond, United States Navy, having we eee ond 
fully considered the facts presented, respectfully vapors 

Jesoph E. Vantine enlisted in the United States Navy May 19, 1857, as sec- 
ond-class fireman on the U. 8.5. Minnesota; promoted to first-class fireman 
Mey 26, 1857, and served as such to June 10, I 

e reenlisted as first-class fireman July 13, 1 

Carolina to July 27, 1861; on the Richmond one from Cc 1861, to —— | 
a ee on = we po pigage from August 80, 1864, r 9, 1864, when hono: 
a 
5 Boe ae Gen jantine was the first man to suggest the use of chain cables 
hung over the sides of vessels for protection a. A enemy's missiles, and 
the efficiency of the device was demonstrated by Commodore F; t's 

squadron on the Lower Mississippi in April, 1 1 the pommae S orts 
Tncinen and St. Phillip, and the encounter with the Confederate ram, and it 
resulted in the capture of New Orleans, La. This chain armor was used 
afterwards on board the ees her or ioe. of the Alabama. 

In the attack on Fort H»dson 863, a shot from the enemy’s 
guns struck the boilers of the Richmond. and the fire room and other 
of the vessel were filled with steam, when he, under great diffi eae 
the fires from under the boilers and prevented them from explod thus 
saving the ship and panes acer Eee. lives. While this was being done, he be- 
came exhausted from the sosking stmaes and had to be moe be 
every few moments. until by his persistent intrepidity and assiduous etforts 
the grand work was accomplished. For this heroic act he received 
complimen mention in the Admiral’s and was afte pre- 
sented with a bronze “medal of honor” of ; 

r ar under the act of June 


ad Vantine is nos now ——— ~ 
27 for injury to back and disease o 
submitted to you Sar amandinin owe that claimant received an 
Terie tackabont d eae rey Jee. i while Femoving a part of an iron ventilator 
coal bunker essel, and that Sury was enhanced 
by Gn einen wee Port ee 
ility has increased wi advancin 
a any Anea 1895, and is now 
<votTis Es he tert achally aed aerate ieee ont. le ooeeld ; 
e is now y and permanen’ ani 
“*will probably never be any better.” Hone trees minor c’ and his 
néent, and with no ex small 


wife, entirel cept his pension; 
he is now ins condition as to require care and attention of another 


In view of the testimony, from which it is reasonable to conclude that his 


sis is a result of his naval and in view of his gallant and 
Eerfousservics, your committee earmesily recommend the passage of the bil | 


Mr. LOUDENSLAGER, I 
Mr. WILLIS. I 


ae LOUDENSLAGER. aR or 
rman. estes ; 
The CHAIRMAN, The regular order is called : 
Clerk will report the next bill. alll 
MRS. SARAH B. LEET. eae oe 
The next business on Svs Peivad Gabente vai aiaieanaa 
ting an increase of to Mrs. Sarah B, Leet. 
The bill was read, as follows: 1 Go: ae . 
see a are : 
a 
See ee 
D | Shots how receiving. 
Mr. McCLELLAN, Lab b hares iin pili sedi 
ne ee ee ERDMAN) was read, ee fi 
tee on Invalid on ee e “ 
ih a A eather nea a 
eens 
captain and assistant quartermaster Unit 
major and assistant adjutant-general Un 
(brevetted lieutenant-colc 
and meritorious services dui 
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of the widow of a general at the rate of $100 a month, certainly 
it will not bankrupt the Treasury to pension this poor woman at 
$20 a month. Therefore I shall cast my vote for this bill, in line 
with what I said this afternoon. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I voted against the proposi- 
tion to give the widow of General Gibbon $100 a month, but it was 
carried here almost unanimously. I voted also against the pen- 
sion bill for the widow of General Nichols, at I believe, the same 
amount. 

A Memper. That was $75 a month. 

Mr. TALBERT. I voted against those bills because I did not 
believe they were right, but they passed here all the same. 
[laugh -| We = @ pension this evening to the widow of 

Smith at the rate of $50 a month. We gave the widow 
of Colonel Morrow, who was only a brevet major-general, $75 a 
month, and Iam astonished that any gentleman here, especially 
on the Democratic side, should get up now and move to reduce 
the allowance for this poor and totally blind woman from $20 to $3 
amonth. [Applause. 

I stand here ready to give this blind widow of a private soldier 
as much as you gave the widow of General Gibbon or General Nich- 
ols or Colonel Morrow, or any other officer. I think she is just as 
much entitled to a liberal pension as the widows of those ofticers. 
I can understand why Republicans in this House do some things 
sometimes [laughter|, but I can not understand why Democrats 
should ae here like greyhounds to vote one-hundred 
dollar pensions to the widows of brigadier-generals, and yet should 
sit quietly by when an effort is made to reduce the pension of tho 
poor blind widow of a private soldier from $20 a month to $8. I 
shall support this bill withall my heart at $20a month; and! would 
be willing to give this widow more in justice to the claims of the 
— soldier on account of her being totally blind, but I shall 

ways any extravagant or unjust pension claim, as I have 
done in the ; 


Mr. . Mr. Chairman, I shall support this bill very cor- 
dially; and I want to be understood as withdrawing my motion 
to lay it aside. I thought there would be some debate over the 
bill and that the measure might be endangered in the absence of 
my friend from Kansas [Mr. Baker]; but I find that he is now 

t; and [ do not believe, since the eloquent speech of my 

d from South Carolina [Mr. TaLsrerr], that the bill is in any 

danger at all. I shall es the bill; but I want it understood 

that in so Iam following the lead.of the gentleman from 

South Carolina, who is consistent, and not the lead of the gentle- 
man from aoeeee Gee BivE], who is inconsistent. 

The — . The question is on the adoption of the 


Mr. THOMAS. Was not the amendment withdrawn? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not so understand. 

The question being taken, the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the House with a 
favorable recommendation. 


CHARLES H. TWOMEY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2257) to increase the pension of Charles H. Twomey. 
_ The bill was read, as follows: 
Beit tc., That the Secre f the Interior be, and he is herebv, 
aes directed to Se food of Charles H. remey. late « oak 


authorized place 
Tr Company H, One hundred and thirty-ninth Regiment Indiana Infantry 
olunteers, upon a pene roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of 


the laws, to him the sum of $7 r month, in lieu of any 
ee ae may now be pend hime. sf eee sre 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


In line 8, strike out “seventy-two” and insert “ thirty;” so as to make the 
rate of pension $30 per month. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the report. 

_ The report (by Mr. Kirkpatrick) was read, as follows: 

The on Invalid Persions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
2257) “A bill to increase the pension of Charles H. Twomey,” beg 
leave to submit the following report, and recommend that said bill do pass 
with an amendment: 

Charles eect enlisted May 10, 1864, and was mustered out with his 

as Company H, One hundred and thirty-rinth Indiana 
Volunteers, ber 29, 1864, and honorably discharged. 


ay a my alleging that he incurred deafness of 
Ky., nly 7, 1864, from firing a gun containing 
the ears. 


ber 16, 1886, ac $2 per month from May 16, 1895 
), for total deafness right ear. His pension was increased 
15, 1887, and to $10 from August 27, 1888. 
8, 1892, under act of June 27, 1590, alleging deafness 
under that act from August 3, 1892, at $12 
of both eyes. : 
surgeons at Martinsville, Ind., who examined him 
total deafness of right ear and that “the tym- 
resulting in slight deafness of left ear.” 
which examined him after that date described the 
left ear approaching more closely each year to loss of hearing in 
ey eons he should have received $20 or more per 


: in 1890 from an accident, occurring since the) war, and 
to service, the first mention of it being made ‘by the 
surgeons at Martinsville, Ind., August 6, , who rated 
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wim at $25 per month for “almost total deafness of right ear and severe 
deafness of left ear,” but the Pension Bureau then refused to give him more 
than $10 per month. = . 

The applicant is now totally deaf, as your committee believe, from causes 
arising in his military service, and is also totally blind from an 
occurring since the war, and your committee are of opinion that he shoul 
have at least $30, the penne or total deafness of both ears, and recommend 
that the bill be amended by striking out the word “seventy-two,” in line 8, 
and in place thereof insert the word ‘* thirty,” and, as amended, earnestly 
urge the passage of the bill. 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I offer an amendment to per- 
fect the bill. 


The amendment was read, as follows: 
In line 8 strike out the words “the sum” and insert ““a pension.” 


The CHAIRMAN. The first question is on the amendment 
reported by the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. THomas, it 
Was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. 


HENRY SLAUGHTER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2725) granting increase of pension to Henry Slaughter. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of ieueT 
Slaughter, late private in Com»any A, Fourteenth Regiment of Indiana Vol- 
unteers, and pay him a pension at the rate of $24 per month, in lieu of the pen- 
sion he now receives. 


The report (by Mr. KIrRKPATRIOK! was read, as follows: 


Your Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whem was referred the bill (H. R. 
2725) entitled “A bill granting increase of pension to Henry Slaughter.” beg 
leave to submit the following report, and recommend that said bill do pass 
without amendment: 

Henry Slaughter enlisted June 7, 1861, as private, Company A, Fourteenth 
Indiana Infantry Volunteers, and was honorably dischar ed therefrom June 
16, 1864. He reenlisted as private, Company A, Fourth United States Artil- 
lery, October 7, 1864, and was honorably as sergeant October 6, 
1867, having faithfully served six years and ten days. 

His left arm was fractured below elbow by a gunshot wound received in 
battle at Antietam, Md., September 17, 1862, and received another 
wound on same day in same battlc, the ball passi ig ames left cle, 
injuring prostate gland, and passing out under the gluteal folds of left ‘h. 
At the battle of the Wilderness, Virginia, May — he received a gu 
wound of left hand, ball passing through base of second finger, and necessi- 
tating amputation at metacarpal Pp joint; and on same day received 
another gunshot wound of left arm, ente anterior surface at lower 
third, passing backward and upward, injuring both bones of forearm, and 
making exit at posterior surface, 2 inches above the entrance. 

He filed claim for pension J ay 26, 1864, and his claim was allowed Sebreney 
16, 1872, at $6 per month from June 17, ise, deducting period of su uen 
service. His pension was increased to $10 from April 21, 1876, and to $12 
February 24, 1886, for gunshot wounds of left arm, hand, and testicle, at 
which rate he is now pensioned. 

He was rated $14 per month by the board of examining surgeons at Effing- 
ham, [ll., March 17, 1875, for these wounds, and nine boards which examined 
him at intervals since, all rate him not less than $14, while the board at _Van- 
dalia, Til, March 20, 1889. rated him at. $15. The board at Greenville rated him 
at $18, June 22, 1892, and the board at Brazil, Ind., said, May 2, 1394: 

‘** Claimant is badly crippled because of these wounds, and unable to doany 
kind of manual labor requiring the use of both hands.” 

The Pension Bureau gives no reason for rejecting nine increase claims 
during this period, wherein he is shown tohave rly entitled tosame, 
except the arbitrary dictum of the medical referee of ‘no increase.”’ 

Your committee believe the bill is meritorious and the claimant clearly 
entitled, and therefore earnestly recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. THOMAS. For the purpose of ecting the bill, I offer 
the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 6 strike out the letter “s” at the end of “ volunteers ”’ and insert the 
word “infantry.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. 


JANE CTINNINGHAM, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5068) to grant a pension to Jane Cunningham, widow of James 
Cunningham. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, 
instructed to place upon the poasion roll the name of Jane C 
widow of James Cunningham, late of er B, Seventh W In- 
er 9 to pay her a pension of $12 per month from and after the passage 

ac 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the report. 

The report (by Mr. THomas) was read, as follows: 
aun Committee on en eee to whom was ee the bill (H. R, 
£083) gran pension ane report as : 

Sees ee fe are, Seashell of the t, enlisted January 25 i a8 


the ical ig I wa he ye SS inserting 3 ’ 
The amendment reported by the committee was read, as fol 
“ ” “— 

., In Roos & ond, 4 stetine at the word sree ae eee - 
The CAERIEAS, The question is on agreeing to the amen 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. , the House 
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“Fee ed ate on aside to be reported to the House 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Ta sot a 


FRANCIS BROWN. 
next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 646) 


The next 
wn ee 
‘The bill 
of the 
gasters: 


wig senor oe pon pa 
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neoeieg Ne oe 
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report was 

examined in 1891 and again in 

i examined again at tho 
doubt in my mind that he would get a 
ees condition to-day. { 
personally examined his 

the gentleman from 

w he would not hesi- 


te, but under some misap- 

yension should be paid ‘ sub- 

of the general pension law.” That, as I 

report, is a mistake, because if he was entitled nadine 
law he would be entitled to about $30 a month. He 
now and is clearly entitled to $12 a month, and 1 hope 
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It seems from the report that he was in the 
service but a few months. 


organic disease. He had a little 
of the bond his uae, & ‘and ee) beat alittle fast. From the report 
serious the matter with 
Se think th that it it co a ust claim and ought not to pass. 
- THOMAS. Will the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
TALBERT] allow me to perfect the bill, no matter what may be 
done with it hereafter? 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say a word or two, 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
offers an amendment, which the Clerk will report. 
read as follows: 
ies <r Se word “hereby,” Spaces antperteet and.” 
In line6 strike out “at” and insert “ and pay him a pension of.” 
Amend the title so as to read “A bill granting a pension to Francis Browr 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I am a member of the com- 
this bill. From the report the House might 
this committee had made an examination of this appli- 
had seen fit to differ from the pension board that 
i him. If I were to sit here without making any objec- 
tion, I possibly be held also to have made an examination. 
The says: 


Your committee are constrained to be governed by the evidence of 
Own senses. 
Well, now, a Oe, as a member of the committee, to say that 
ss has never been consulted in this case. 
know the : the members of the House are under the impression that 
we in the committee pass upon these bills carefully and con- 
sideratelv; that we present reports here which have received the 
deliberate action and consideration of this committee. Now, I 
tec that that is not so. I refer, for instance, to the com- 
ttee meeting on May 28, 1896, in which we passed the following 
bills in the space of about an hour and a quarter. I desire the 
i adiated tee sietement 20 a part of my remarks. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
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Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, thirty-seven bills were consid- 
ered and passed by the committee in the space of about an hour 
anda quarter. The reports were directed to be written. These 
bills carry an annual payment of about $10,000, and if you were 
to go into the market and purchase annuities for these people it 
would probably cost $150,000. The work was done by this com- 
mittee in one brief hour and a quarter,and you are to vote on them 
without any further knowledge or consideration. If the House 
think that is the right thing to do, it rests with them. But they 
do not pass on it without having been told what the actual facts 
are. 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. Chairman, in regard to the pending bill, I 
want to say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ERDMAN] 
that I will acquit him of favoring that bill, and almost every other 
bill that we have ever considered in the committee. In making 
the report, which was read a few moments ago, there was a state- 
ment read which the gentleman, in referring to the report, has 
omitted. I had the honor to make this report, and it contains the 
following vital statement. I say distinctly: 

The maker of this report has seen this man, and examined, to some extent, 
the above-described tumor— 

He has a tumor which is simply horrible— 
and knows by personal observation that claimant is greatly disabled, and 
your committee— 
using the usual wording in a committee report— 
and your committee are constrained, etc. 


The gentleman omitted to read the first part, in which I ex- 
pressly stated that I had personally examined theman. Heisa 
colored man, who served a year and a half, instead of about five 
months, as stated by the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
TALBERT]. He isa very poor man, and the case is one of very 
great distress. I hope the bill will pass. 

Mr. TALBERT. r. Chairman, I want to correct what I said 
in regard to the service of Francis Brown. I do not want to do 
anybody an injustice. I said he had only served five months. I 
find he served a year and five months. I therefore make that 
correction. 

However, I do not think he is entitled to a pension, and, as I 
said, this report seems to contradict itself, from the fact that he 
filed a claim for a pension under the act of June 27, 1890, on 
August 28, 1890, which claim was rejected July 13, 1891.’ He filed 
another claim under said act, whieh was rejected March 3, 1894, 
both rejections being on the ground, as alleged, of no ratable dis- 
ability under said act. 

Yet a little further down the report says: 

This biil has been passed by the Senate to place him on the pension rolls 
under the general pension laws. This is evidentiy an error, because 


claimed pension under the general law, and never alleged that his disabilities 
were < af ag origin. He does, however, meet the requirements of the act 

Now, he in fact made two applications under that very act, but 
was denied a pension; so that it seems to me that there is a dis- 
crepancy there which I can not explain. 

Mr.MILES. I want to call your attention toa fact that you 
have overlooked, and in the line of your argument, that therejec- 
tion was made—— 

Mr. TALBERT. Possibly so. I do not want to do the manan 
injustice. 

me MILES. It is in the line of your argument, and consistent 
with it. 

Mr. TALBERT. What is the matter with it if it is all right? 

Mr. MILES. It was rejected in March, 1894. 

Mr. TALBERT. Then let it alone. 

Mr. MILES. Iam not nero bill, my friend. 

Mr. TALBERT. Imove, Mr. Chairman, in view of these incon- 
sistencies, in which my friend agrees, that the bill be recommitted 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, so that they can bring it in 
correct, and possibly the man will then get a pension. 

Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from California 
refuses very properly to permit me to interject my speech into his 
remarks, but perhaps that does not matter, since he agrees with 
ime; I hope, however, he will remember not to ask me to do the 
same thing for him. But I wanted to call his attention, and 
that of the House to the fact that the rejection was made several 
months after the time when this local medical board made its 
examination, which has been pe ead ed: of this report. The 
pension claim was rejected by the on Office in March, 1894, 
and the report of this local examining board was made in Decem- 
ber, 1898. So that the man’s condition as it was seen by this local 
medical board was surely i 
the following year. I wo 
from New York {Mr. Pooxx] to the fact that, after all, this 
ical report does not carry with it that i i 
attaches toit. I know my friend is al 
do not wish in this instance to 
but I want him to notice the fact 


this ‘‘ is a movable tumor, a ly of at 
if I understand an of medical terms 
is a tumor which have been easily rem 
eomeyens would have gotten rid of the only disabil 


That is all I desire to say. Iam not given 
0 tion to these private pension clahas. 
whether I was present in — 
when so man bills ween phoned haa 
 gomepotyy we Seco in that ect; but 
ined this case very , and have 
carefully; and as a member of this committee I 


test against the | think it 
of merit and ought to 
Mr. TALBERT. 


The ‘ 

and the question is first on 
The amendment of the committee was agreed 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs on 

ment offered by the gentleman Michigan. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The question was taken on ordering the bill as amended to be 
laid aside with a favorable recommendation: and the Chairman 
announced that the ayes seemed to have it. mr? 
Mr. TALBERT, Division, Mr. Chairman. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 63, noes 5. 
Mr. TALBERT. Be sree 

HAIRMAN 


gentlemen are 
rum appears to be t; the have 
aside with a teventiaha ocCne ~ ~~ a 

Mr. FENTON. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the Senate bill 
tom to thin if « . tlemen will ad tn leoert. It seo og 
[Cries of “Regular order! ”] 3 


IRA H. SWEATT. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1828) for the relief ot Ira H. Sweatt. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc.; That the Secretary 
thorized and directed ta to Ira H. 


a ‘upon 
MAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. PooLe) was read, as follows: 7 


a apes gga erga 
a to 
eed was ges ond 
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Somebody got up that testimony. He knew whether that testi- 

mony was true or false. It must have been false testimony or his 

ion of $24 a month would have been continued. He allowed 

t false testimony to go to the Pension Office; and he drew first 

then $10, then $20, and then $24 a month as pensicn. And still 

gentleman stands here and would have this House believe that 

knew nothing about the fraudulent testimony on which 

this pension. Why, sir, it isa preposterous claim. And 

ys grow especially vehement when I see efforts made to dis- 

honor the pension roll. Asa Southern man I protest against it. 

pension roll hereafter is to be known as an American roll, 

ot a roll of the Northern soldiery alone. As was shown in the 

of a on claim passed this afternoon, Southern men are 

found on that roll. It is an American roll, Mr. Chairman, and I 
have it pure and clean. 


. I believe I am entitled to the floor. 
Mr. Knox rose. 


Mr. THOMAS. I yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Knox]. 

Mr. KNO Mr. Chairman, I have no disposition to contradict 
the professions of fairness made by the gentleman who has just 
addressed the committee. I have no disposition to contradict his 
statements of the fidelity with which he has attended the meetings 
of the Committee on Invalid Pensions. The only thing that I have 
seen to militate against an opinion of his fairness is the earnest- 
ness of the declarations he has made in his opposition to this bill. 

It is unimportant to me or to this a em whether the xentle- 
man is a Southern Democrat or a Northern Republican or a Pop- 
ulist. That has nothing to do with the question that the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions was called upon to decide, and the question 
which is now before this Committee of the Whole, a question to 
be decided upon the law and the evidence before us and the merits 
of the case. All I ask in the consideration of this case is that the 
House recognize the facts as they appear and the law which is 
a cable tothem. If it is unjust that this man should receive 

pension asked, I do not wish him to receive it. 

But what are the facts? This man, Ira H. Sweatt, is a resident 
of Lowell, in my district. I know him. He is totally disalled. 

legs are paralyzed, one arm is paralyzed, the other he 
can not bend at the elbow, and when he sits at the cobbler’s bench 
to eke out a living he strikes the blow with his hammer 

from his shoulder. He is a totally disabled man. 

He served in the Army of the United States for almost one 

—from January to December. It is the uncontradicted evi- 
, from the in the Pension Office, that while he was in 


t | the service he contracted dumb ague and malaria, which were 


followed b. is. He went home in December, 1864. 

Mr. ill the gentleman allow me a single suggestion? 

Mr. KNOX. Certainly, if it is upon a question of fact. 

Mr. MILES. The gentleman started out with a very fair state- 
ment that he proposed to discuss the law and the facts as they 

somewhere or other; I Go not know where. Now, I 

ould like to know whence he has derived the information that 
the Pension Office has records to show that this man’s wound was 
of service in. 

Mr. KNOX. He was not wounded at all. Certainly the gen- 
tleman is not familiar with the facts of the case. 

Mr . Lunderstood the gentleman to maintain that this 


man’s Sale of service origin. 
Mr. 0 I say that while in camp before Petersburg, in 
the service of his country, he was taken with dumb ague and 


Mr. MILES. Why, then, did the Pension Office discontinue his 
1882 on the ground that his disability was not of service 


I was coming to that point in a moment. He 

disease in the service; and when he was conva- 

owed to go home on leave. He had resided at 

. H., close to the Canadian line. He had left his 

his brother, and in his absence his brother had 

farm for a farm across the line. When he went 

disease which he had contracted at Petersburg was re- 

d he was again prostrated, so that he was unable to 

service. Thus it did appear upon the records of the 

he was absent without leave, because it did not appear 

the oe can easily see) that after returning to his 

oh hem this relapse, so that he was unable to go back to 

’ that fact of his being absent without leave, the gen- 

Maryland has seen fit to tell this committee that this 

‘was a deserter. He was prostrated by a relapse of this very 

contracted in theservice; and the authorities of the United 

on an investigation of the circumstances, granted him an 

rable discharge, as a from the records and the report 

before And 1 ask the gentleman from Maryiand if it 

stoma: r the United States Government to give ean honor- 
arge to deserters from its Army? 





He is net, then, a deserter, but an honorably discharged man, 
who is totally disabled from a disease contr ,inmyj 
in the line of duty while in the service of ths country. 

But leaving that question for a moment, on account of 
entirely helpless he received a pension running finally up to 
a month for a period extending from 1871 or 1872 up to 1882, when 
it was taken from him by an investigation set on foot by the Pen- 
sion Office; an investigation, and I do not care who did it, or who 
set it on foot, that in my judgment was a contemptible, hiding, 
skulking investigation, behind a man’s back, without giving him 
an opportunity to beconfronted with witnesses or be permitted to 
understand what character of evidence was given against him; 
and he was a pocr man, utterly unable to e such defense as 
he could have made when the action of the Department was set 
before him. In my judgment, that pension was wrongfully taken 
away from a totally disabled man and he ought to have had it 
restored promptly. 

But I make no contest for that mow. We give it up; he has 
lost it, and it has gone, perhaps never to berecovered. Butunder 
the law of 1890—the act of June 27 of that year—he applied for a 
pension as a disabled soldier. Is there any question on the evi- 
dence that appears of record that he isnot disabled? Is there oe. 
body who will deny, upon the evidence, that he is totally di 
Is there anybody who will deny that he was a soldier, that he was 
disabled in the service, and that he had an honorable di 
Why, then, was he not entitled to the pension accorded him! 
cause he was granted a pension, and had an honorable di 
to found the grant of a pension upen. What was the reason? 
The Pension Office said that from 1870 to 1380 he had been in re- 
ceipt of a pension for total disability which was too large, and 
that he had received some three or four thousand dollars in all, to 
which they claimed he was not entitled. 

When the soldier went te Boston to get his small pension he 
was to receive in lieu of the larger one that had been withdrawn 
from him, they said, ‘‘ Call around some time after you have paid 
the Government $3,000 or $4,000 that you have drawn improperly, 
and you can talk to us about the matter. Call around some time 
in 1915 or 1920 "—yearsafter the man will have been in his grave— 
‘take sonae fifteen or twenty yearsto pay back the money that you 
received;” and in the meantime the helpless soldier is without sub- 
sistence. 

Mr. MILES. Will the gentleman allow a question? 

Mr. KNOX. Certainly. 

Mr. MILES. Where is the evidence that the conversation you |- 
have just detailed to the House ever took place? 

Mr. KNOX. I donot claim that it is the exact conversation 
that took place. I say it was the substance of what was done; and 
neither you nor anyone else can deny that this man’s pension was 
withdrawn from him. 

Mr. MILES. I do not find anysuch conversation in the record. 

Mr. KNOX. I donot pretend tosay that that was what was 
said to this man. Iwas not trying torepeat aconversation; I was 
only relating the facts which took place and are not questioned. 

Mr. MILES. I understood you were to discuss the law and the 
facts. Now, the gentleman has detailed a conversation as a part 
of thefacts. I want to know what the facts are, so that the House 
can take cognizance of the matter. 

Mr. KNOX, The gentleman knows that I was not undertaking 
to detail exactly a conversation that occurred. I was only speak- 
ing generally of the circumstances attending the taking away of 
this man’s pension, and I say it is a fair inference from the facts 
that did occur. I was not present, of course, but it is a fair de- 
——- of what occurred. 

r. MILES. The House can not take cognizance of such a fact 
as that. 

Mr. KNOX. I repeat, that it isa fair construction based on the 
facisas they are known. 

They say to this man, ‘‘ You shall receive a small payment of $12 
a month after you pay back the three or four thousand that have 
been wp you.” oe is no law, a Chairman, there is no 
act of Congress, which warrants any such practice as has grown > ieetinedienall omundeedhalamain ioe 
et epee But I give that up. tend ‘teries rap’ es: ay 
Ido notinsist upon t sition. Iwill concede, if necessary, that fourths at leas ‘eng: 
there is such a law, that the practice can be upheld by law; 
but the Pension Office itself, by a decision of Assistant Secre- 
tary Reynoids—a decision rendered within three months past— 
has held that a pensioner could not be called on to repay a pension 
granted to him by the office—wrongfully, inadvertently, or-erro- 
ve granted—uniess there is positive proof that it was done by 
frau 

Mr. ERDMAN. If that be the why does he not make appli- 
cation to have it determined by gag of Pensions? 7 

Mr. KNCX. I will answer that. When the decision of the 
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of the Interior, transmitting a reply 
Sth instant, relating to the hcme- 
on certain Union Pacific land ts in Kansas—to 


entries 
the | the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. — 


Under clause 2 of Rule XU, bills and resolutions were severally 
from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. FLETCHER, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9163) 
to authorize the construction of a bridge over the Monongahela 
River from the city of to the township of Mifiiin, 
Allegheny County, Pa., the same withont amendment, 

i rt (No. 2518); which said bill and report 
lou Calendar 


Mr. MILLIKEN, from the Commitiee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 105) 
“* An act for the erection of a public building at Aber- 

, 8. Dak., reported the same without amendment, accom- 
(No. 2519); which said bill and report were 
of the Whole House on the state of the 


a 
referred to the 
Union. 

Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to which 
was referred House bill No. 9361, reported in lien thereof a bill 
& R. 10009) to increase the efficiency of the Regular Army of the 

nited States and to localize the recruiting of regiments in time 
of war, sews emery by a report (No. 2520); which said bil! and 
report were to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. TOWNE, from the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, to 
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9756) to amend the 
river and harbor act of A 18, 1894, reported the same without 
amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2522); which said bill 
and were referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the of the Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 
9935) to authorize the constraction of a bridge across the Rio 
Grande River at El Paso, in the State of Texas, reported the same 
with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2523); which said 
bill and were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. TIS of Iowa, from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 
peg om prevent the of contagious diseases in the District 
of Columbia, repo the same with amendment, accompanied 
by (No. 2524); which said bill and report were referred 


a 
| to the Calendar. 


He also, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
bill of the House (H. R. 9099) for the regulation of cemeteries and 
i of dead bodies in the District of Columbia, reported 
same with amendment, ied by a report (No. 2525); 
said bill an rt were eed to the House Calendar. 

om Semneeean, to which was referred the 

. 9142) to regulate privies in the District 

the same with amendment, accompanie:l 

2526); which said bill and report were referred 


Mr. WELLINGTON, from the Committee on the District cf 
to which was referred the bill of the House (H.R. 97/4) 
the Washington and Glen Echo Railroad Company 
to obtain a right of way and construct tracks into the District oi 
Columbia 600 the same without amendment, accom- 
2527); which said bill and report wero 
Calendar 


from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
the till of the House (H. R. 8499) in relation 
im the District of Columbia, reported the 


E,f 


segs 


§ 


Feterred to the 


SHERMAN, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

‘was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 0841) 

authorizing the West Braddock Bridge Com- 

‘ to construct a es the Monongahela River from the 

of Rankin to Township, ae the same with- 

¢ amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2530); which said 
and were referred to the House Calendar. 

, from the Committee on Inierstate and Foreign 

Commerce, towhich was referred the hill of en oR. 96 ) 

to provide for aids to navigation, reported the same with amend- 

by (Mo. 2581); which said bill and 

of the Whole House on the 


committee, to which was referred tho 
9566) te provide for light-houses and cthog 
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aids to navigation, reported the same with amendment, accom- 
panied by a report (No. 2532); which said bill and report were 
referred to the Committee of the Whoie House on the state of the 
Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. HURLEY, from the Commit- 
tee on War Claims, to which was referred the bill (H. R. 9989) 
for the relief of Ella S. Claussen, widow of Peter J. Claussen 
deceased, reported the same (Report No. 2528); which said bi 
and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole House. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXTJI, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. WELLINGTON (by request): A bill (H. R. 10008) con- 
ferring the rank and pay of warrant officers in the Navy upon the 
three clerks on duty in the office of the Superintendent of the 
Naval Academy, at Annapolis, Md.—to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Aliso, a bill (H. R. 10004) to authorize the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Company, of Maryland, to exted its line into and within 
the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the District of 
Columbie. 

By Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts: A bill (H. R. 10005) fixing 
the age for retirement from the classified civil service—to the Com- 
mittee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

By Mr. LINTON: A bill (H. BR. 10006) to prevent the desecra- 
tion of the national flag—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WOODMAN: A bill (H. R. 10007) to amend an act 
entitled ‘‘An act to incorporate the Brightwood Railway Com- 
pany "—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. CORLISS: A bill (H. R. 10008) to improve and remodel 
the old post-office building and erect a bonded warehouse upon 
the grounds of the United States located at the corner of Larner 
and Griswold streets, in the city of Detroit, Mich.—to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON: A bill (H. R. 10010) to provide a site 
and erect a public building in Covington, Ga.—to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 10011) to authorize the Secre- 
tary of State to purchase the Island of Cuba—to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A bill (H. R, 10012) relating to the im- 
provement of Eastchester Creek, State of New York—to the Com- 
mittee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. HILBORN: Memorial of the senate of the State of Cali- 
fornia, relative to the tariff—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 


— 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXJ, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. CATCHINGS: A bill (H. R. 10018) for the relief of 
John Noble, of Bolivar County, Miss.—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. ELLETT: A bill (H. R. 10014) to compensate Gen. 
eee H. Maury for his cavalry tactics—to the Committee on 

airs. 

By Mr. HILBORN: A bill (H. R. 10015) referring the claim of 
Hannah S. Crane et al. to the Court of Claims—to the Committee 
on Claims. 

By Mr. KIEFER: A bill (H. R. 10016) granting a pension to 
Jane B. Johnston—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LORIMER: A bill (H. R. 10017) for the relief of Ellis 
Bigfeather—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. OGDEN: A bill (H. R. 10018) for the relief of the estate 
of Phillip Poete, deceased, late of Natchitoches Parish, La.—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. OVERSTREET: A bill (H. R. 10019) for the relief of 
William H. Webster—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SULLOWAY (by request): A bill (H. R. 10020) grant- 
iw a pension to Louise Van Atter—to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions, . 

By Mr. WILSON of Ohio: A bill (H.R. 19021) granting a pen- 

sion to John Shisler—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


, PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following Do meng and papers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. AVERY: Memorial of the State board of health of 
Michigan, in favor of the passage of the bill to provide for a per- 
manent census service—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Also, memorial of the Michigan 
the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, for the further preven’ 


“e We op 


oo 


Ee 


cruelty to animals in the District 
on the District of Columbia, a: 

By Mr, BELKNAP: Petition of L, 
and W. ©. Hawkins, all of 


Cowan 


tase of Companies E and B, 

ent Maryland Volunteer for his to 

See pee ee nee 
' on 

Regunent Maryland Cavalry, for his relief—to the Oceunsitbes on 


Invalid Pensions. : 
of Emanuel McCoy, a Mexi- 
expenses, etc.— 


Also, tion of the administrator 
can soldier, asking relief in the matter of funeral 
to the Committee on Pensions, 
By Mr. WILSON of Ohio: Petition of Julius L. Lust and 17 


others, of Pickaway County, favoring a to John 
Shisler, of Circleville, Unio “bo tine Commntstes on fovea Pensions, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, January 16, 1897. 

The House met at 12 o’clock m. 
2a following prayer was offered by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry 

. COUDEN: 5 

We come to Thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, with 
renewed faith and confidence iene Thee thanks for 
So how Thee f 7 those life-giving currents ~ 

e or : 
over cneuialing trem Tin creak baat ead whiel ante 
through the souls of men, neptring then to larger 
Thee, of life, and its Make us 
susceptible to these that our lives may be 
when we pass from this existence men shall rise 
blessed; and when we reach those 
our names written on the Book of Life, an 


done, 
Gone, ge 3 


Amen. 
The Journal of the 
approved. 


State board of health, against | ca y the 
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pone homey omg may erect its permanent improvements thereon, but the 
I of the land we think should only be leased, at least until the 
shall been fully tried. 


lls in that condition can be 


vt ie 


telegrams in its report to show 
by the people of Santa Fe: a 
Santa Fe, N. Mex., May 2, 1896. 
Hon. T. B. CaTRON, 
Fredonia Hotel, Washington, D. C.: 
Woman's board of trade with city council and board of trade about 
gman Fort Marcy. Petition to TELLER to withdraw amendment mailed 
y- 


Mrs. IDA REVENBERG, President. 
SantA Fu, N. Mex., May 1, 1896. 
Hon. T. B. Catron, 
Fredonia Hotel, Washington, D. O.: 


council Santa Fe strongly favors sanitarium, but ia 
fo Indian 


school pro tion. 
eee PEDRO DELGADO, 
Mayor of Santa Fe. 


Santa Fe, N. Mex., May 1, 1396. 


re New Mezxico, 
ia Hotel, Washington, D. C.: 

Board trade unanimous in favor of sanitarium, but against Indian school 

Mr. Staab will be in Washington Wednesday evening as repre- 
e Santa Fe Board Trade. 

Attest: E. T. WEBBER, President. 

GEO. W. KNAEBEL, Secretary. 

The following =oet of the Commissioner of the General Land Office and 
Secretary of the Interior we incorporate in this report: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., May 4, 1896. 
Srr: Iam in ary by your reference, for early report in duplicate and 
mate bill No. 2503, to grant to the American Invalid 
y, of Mass., the abandoned Fort Marcy Military Reserva- 
. Mex., for the pu: of a national sanitarium for the treatment of 
r witha letter from Hon. T. B. Catron, and Senate 
port No. 771 on Senate bill No. 2593. all of which were submitted to you by 
F. Lacey, chairman of the Committee on the Public Lands of the 
tatives, with the aa that you make any suggestions 
may deem proper, and that you give the present value of 
“to in the bill. 


that the reservation, and all improvements thereon, be 

granted to the society mentioned, upon condition that it shall establish and 
y thereafter a national sanitarium for the treatment of 

deme, provided that said society shall, within two years after 

of said act, accept the grant and shall establish the proposed 

jum; and whenever the said lands and buildings shall cease to he used 

_ society for the purposes intended, the same shall revert to the United 


y, I have the honor to report that the Fort Marcy Reservation was 

by Executive order of August 28, 1868, and was turped over to 

pA ee! mt October 7, 1801, for disposal under the act of July 5, 
(23 Stat. L., 108), or as may be otherwise provided by law. This order 
was revoked November 12, 1891, and the reservation thereof for military pur- 


poses again . 
Executive order of June 5, 1895, again placed the reservation under control 

this Department for 

Said reservation is situa in the city of Santa Fe, N. Mex., and contains 
an estimated area of 17 acres, 3,425 yards, and 2,656 square feet. 

A list furnished by the War Department shows that there are twenty-three 


mn. 

As no 1 of the lands and buildings has been made, this office is 
unable to state what is the value thereof. 

-There is on file in this office a letter from Governor Thornton, of New 
Mexico. dated July 17, 1895, in which he says, among other things. that the 
claim of the ty for the site of Santa Fe has been confirmed by the Court of 
Land No mandate of such court has been received. and this 
office has no knowledge as to whether or not the title to its site hus been con- 
firmed, ner does that question affect the disposition of this reservation, since 

mentions in said letter that said land was excepted from the 


The recordsof this office also disclose that on April 13, 1874, James F’. Proud- 
fit, then United States surveyor eral for New Mexico, recommended for 
. under section § of the act of July 22, 1854 (10 Stat. L., 318), that 
the site of said city be confirmed, making certain exceptions of land within 

one of which was the land within the military reservation. 
On July 9, Governor Thornton made application to the Interior De- 
to have the reservation turned over to the city of Santa Fe by 

of the President. 

90, 1895, this office submitted to you a form of a proclamation 
of the President, with a view to turning the said reserva- 
the oy Santa Fe as requested. I have not been advised that 


over 

been signed. 

ao a: tion is for a worthy object, and I see no objections to 
Said and inclosures are herewith returned. 


of 
Very respectfully, 
= 8. W. LAMOREUX, Commissioner. 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, May 7, 1896. 
tohand you herewith a report from the Commissioner 
Office, dated the 4th instant, on Senate bill No. 2593, 
American Invalid Aid Society of Boston, Mass., the aban- 
rey Military Reservation, in New Mexico, for the purpose of a 
for the treatment of penacnary diseases,”’ etc. 
stated in the Commissioner’s report, in which he is of the opin- 


are ao anes to the passage of the bill, I have the honor to 
I the bill shovld become law, and recommend its passage. 
respectfully, 


pes WM. H. SIMS, Acting Secretary. 


Hon. T. B. CaTRON, 
Delegate to 
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The amendments proposed by your committee are as follows: 
Strike out on 1, after the Send “nee * in line 2, all contained 
in lines 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8, down to and including the word “ diseases,” in line 


ll that part of the abandoned Fort tary Reservation, with all 
_ improvements thereon, in the city of Sante Fe, Territory of New 
ing between W: m avenue and Lincoln avenue, in said city, be. 
the same is hereby, granted to the American Invalid Aid Society, of Boston, 
Mass.; and the remainder of said reservation, with all the improvements 
thereon, be, and the same is hereby, granted for the term of twenty-five 
years to said society, the said grants hereby made being upon the conditions 
that said society shall establish and maintain thereon a national 
for the tres tment of pulmonary diseases.” 
Amend by inserting in line 12, after the word “named,” the ) folhoning 
words, “and shall make no charge for medical treatment therein. 


Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, it occurs to me that this proposed 
measure is a violation of all the precedents of this House in regard 
to these reservations. If I have caught correctly the reading of 
the report of the Interior Department, the governor of New Mex- 
ico wanted this reservation turned over to the city of Santa Fe; 
and now, instead of that being done, here is a proposition to turn 
it over to a private corporation organized in the State of Massa- 
chusetts. If thissanitarium is to besuch a good thing, the people 
of Santa Fe ought to knowit. If they are willing that this reser- 
vation in the city of Santa Fe should be appropriated for the erec- 
tion of a sanitarium, then all well and proper; but we should give 
them a chance to say so. 

Mr. CATRON. That is their statement; they have recom- 
mended this very thing. 

Mr. TERRY. No; you have not submitted any expression from 
the citizens in that report. You have a statement that some 
officials- 

Mr. CATRON. No; the mayorof the city states that the board 
of common council of the city recommends this disposition of the 
reservation. That is stated in the report. 

Mr. TERRY. it has been held timeand again that agreements 
or concessions made by city officials, when they are not assembled 
according to law, amount to nothing. It is very easy to go to a 
mayor or an alderman of a city and get a letter or statement from 
him; but to submit a question directly to the representatives of 
the people and get their vote upen it after full discussion is a very 
different matter. 

This bill does not undertake to turn this reservation over to the 
city of Santa Fe. If it did that, I think it would be perfectly 
proper, because that has always been the course pursued in regard 
to these abandoned military reservations. But you do not propose 
to do that in this case. You turn over this property, this very 

valuable piece of land in the city of Santa Fe, to a private cor- 
poration. 

Now, I want to say to the gentleman that if he can obtain 
unanimous consent without my voice, I am not going to object to 
the consideration of the bill. But I sabmit to the judgment of 
the House whether or not we ought to pass:such a bill as this. I 
for one will not vote to give one of these reservations to a private 
corporation entirely outside of the State, without the people con- 
cerned having had a chance to express themselves upon it either 
by their direct vote or through their immediate representatives. 
Where a person simply goes around and gets the statement of an 
alderman or a mayor that he thinks a particular proposition is. 
very worthy one, and everything of that sort, that, it strikes me, 
is not the way to do business. It is not the legal and proper way 
to obtain an e. ion from with officiai respon- 
sibility. I shall vote st this measure. 

Mr. STEELE. Is it not a fact that when it was proposed to 
ebandon this reservation and build a new post near Santa Fe one 
of the reasens urged in favor of tha Sees was that the 
land on which the old fort was loca in the city of Santa Fe 
would seli for a to nearly pay the se of the new post? 

Mr. CATRON. Is that question asked of me? 

Mr. STEELE. Of you or any other gentleman. 

Mr. CATS3ON. I know of no such statement ever having been 


made. 
STEELE. Ido not think there is any question that it was 


Mr. 
made. 

Mr. CATRON. I know that if this ground were sold it would 
not sell for one hundredth part of enongh to build a new fort. 

Mr. STEELE. What I meant to say was that according to the 
statement made this property would sell for enough to buy new 
ground for another post, not enough to build the fort. 

Mr. CATRON. The people of Santa Fe have offered to the 
Government a title free for the land on which to build the new 
fort. Hence there is no necessity for the purchase of new 
—— ee that such purchase will ever be 


hei vements on this land are made of adobe or sun-dried 


brick, wike h goes to ruin very rapidly. The old fort is now unoc- 
“ir STEEL and i +e av 


= ot ee ee go to ruin. 
ay a What ap oP 08 bre the 17 acres? 
Mr. OA you shoul out an 
land to-day in parcels, you aa 


9, — insert in’ lien the: thereof the foll 


undertake to sell the 


get $17,000 for it, $1,000 per ! 


nae 
worth several hundred thousand 

Mr. STEELE. There is a statement somewhere in 
that the judge , tna eee eee 
verted to the State. 
aoe — There has been no decision in New Mexico to 

at erect. 

Mr. STEELE. But that statement is A Sea 
report. The Commissioner of the Land Office or the Secretary of — 
the Interior says it has been claimed that such a decision has been 
made; but the decision is net 

Mr. CATRON. I state 
decision of that kind anywhere, either in 

Mr. STEELE. Suppose there should be a decision of that kind? 

A Mewper. Then land would a this 

Mr. WASHINGTON. _ 
tant bill, It involves the of es oe farce 
facts do not seem to be fully understood. Wedonot know whether 
this reservation has been Fally ee the Government or 


give mem 7 . 
any report from the Secretary of 
e SPEAKER. 
of the bill? 
Mr. DE ARMOND. TI object. 


JOHN RYAN. 
I ask unanimous for the 
present consideration of ¢ resolution I send. to the desk. 
The Clerk read as f 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of 5 
hereby, authorized 


och ete the 
senger on the soldiers Follot the House of 


Mr. DALZELL. Mr. 


on 
a& sum equal to his 
and funeral, said expenses. 


MIRUM C, PECK. 
DOCKER vot tho bil ( 
= aaaatbed oS 


Mirum C, Peck. 


lowing amendment: ; 
Add to the bill, “and 7” ech 
Mr. DOCKERY. Mg, a 

ment. The word “ him,” in 

“her” inserted; so as to me 


peThe The SPEAKER, Is there ol 
of the bill? 
Let. 


Mr. MILNES. 
TheXe anitine On Fae 
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ARMSTRONGS MILLs, BELMon?T CouNTY, 


i 
eet nee of Conmprons, U. 3. A. 


Rete fe was a pesrate in Compeinn D, Fourth Reg 

states Artilry and whe boaiy for the removal aoe 
ol 

coke Se valaatnered in and followed the fiag through 

an stirring scenes ofthe war till the end, in 1865; and he was 

or duty when are ond Wis health has been greatly im- 

Undergo. He being a credible © hardships whieh he was compelled 

being a credible citizen, and hav served his cuire 80 

tome examination and I feel 

a respectfully, HENRY EKINN®SY, Ju. 


ARMSTZONGS MILLS, OnI0, November 30, 1391. 
Honorable Members of Congress, U.S. A.: 
I have known John H. Willis, who was a soldier in s Company D: Fourth 
aia seats the Committes we ye ge Sd FR cee a 
Ww a resen 
tad w . other than what is given him and the 
asa on @ arm, an 
Rog, te wr wr sms a at no time since he came back to this from the Army in 18866 
would I consider him able to provide for Bis wife and fauuily Consider. his 
: members 0 on- 
rY. Ana im every way a meritorious case. I on ie ae wniform courtesy and kindness extended +a — > applicants 
With best wishes for your welfare, I remain, wars 
erat Mc@UIRE. 
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eas fa hewn iptaescen: Tur Stare oF Onto, County of Belmont w: 


Before —i coma — and for said county and oat be, 
. and makes oath in due form of | 
yt J H.W S evens in Company D, F: oesth 


to. 
eaeld eae be e and read a sad says Astor, when, he came home from the war, some time in the 
third “hares ordered fo be engrossed and month of i June i, and that ab edd not very poor health, and was su ffering 


: rform any manual labor for tw 
won motion of Mt. DOCKERE, s mation to reconsider the last | Monts cr mare and that hs wife was sick: unar treatment of th ocr 
: was n att ces, an 8. A ‘ 
Sie cause to know all Zaout them, as she liv o he . 


ed & near 
makeaRer mn BEC KETT. 


Sworn toand subscribed before me — > a a oa of October, A. D. 1892. 
(SEAL. ]} ELL, Notary Public. 


JOHN H. WILLIS. 
Mr. DANFORD. ee ee ee 
consideration of the bill (H. BR. 4379) for the relief of John 
Tho bil was read, a follows: Mien Gienienh out Cume,, County of Belmont, ox: 


came Morgan Powell before me, A. H. Caldwell, a notary public 
ene ete., the fending <i the rol against —— eae hrm ot ee. and says 
be name that knew Compan: ou Tnitex tate 
to remove =e oe home from the war. oe Ems the menth a Jane, 
was mic diarrne 
rns Onmnattine on Mary Affairs recommend the adoption of Matis til ect poten ay eee ee ith, suff ee "months oF more a ag 
following amendment: U ot » 





H. C. Caupwent. 
subscribed by said Mergan Powell before me this Lith day of 


eset do sch eller by vires ofthe a hogs. pay, or 





Sworn toand 
both | october, A. D. 1892. 
; eee the House, but so late that it did not reach the |  [sxa..] A. H. CALDWELL, Notary Public. 
in eee This Sa Mr. TALBERT. I would like to ask if this bill has been con- 
2 out the entire war—from the 26th day of 1861, to the sidered at » Friday nig session? 
‘ day of 1865—and with tho that war was; Mr. DANFORD. has been considered by the Fifty-third 
over, home. aaa aot desert. there was an | Congress, and et he 3 House and Senate. The gentleman 
F encmy from South Carolina himseif and the gentleman from North 
a ek Is there objection to the present consideration Carolina [{Mr. Pearson] had a colloquy on the floor in regard to 
Cae There was no objection. Mr. TALBERT. I make no objection. 










There being no objection, the bill as amended was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time; and it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DANFORD, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 
HENRY F, THORNTON. 


Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
i . 1064) for the relief of 


: s ir TALENT. Tocca the to ter Deaton io ak 


"te report (by At. BisHor) was read, as follows: 
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; 
Volunteers in eT 


pen, Commissioner of Pensions be, owt is hereby, 
— Thornton, late of First Virginia 


War. a certitieats of eee ee ce ee nee im Heu of +t 
No. 9623, held by ‘suid Thornton as a survivor of said war. A 
© 


Sec. 2. That this act shall effect from December 25, 1895. a 
IS mopar recommend the adoption of the following amend- 


mike on Spo warts “twenty-five” and insert “ fifteen,” end 


oe «gpm Is there objection to the present consideration 
Mr. SPALDING. I ask for the reading of the report. 
’ The report (by Mr. Cotson) was read, as follows: 


on Pensions. to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1064) en- 
FP. Thornton,” beg leave to submit the 
said bill do with amenémenis. 
Volunteers, and served 
war with Mexico. He was 
by the act of January 20, 1887, 
per month ander the act of Jau- 
total disability. 
show that ed ‘Thornton is Ti 






















tans, and gurerally 
as to mood for earning a 
further shown that he has absolutely no 


from his pension. 
the allowance of an increased rating to 
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dependent pensioners of the Mexican war, 
ee Cieptlet me procaienhs may be followed with Teninaee 
justice in this case. : 
The following amendments are recommended: Strike out the word 
“twenty-five,” in line 6, and substitute therefor the word “fifteen.” Strike 
out the second section of the bill. : 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, according to that report, this vet- 
eran is now on the pension roll at the rate of $12 per month. The 
bill asks $25 a month. 
This man is some 70 years of age, bedridden, helpless, and with- 
out means of support, and his wife is nearly as old as he is and as 
helpless to earn a living as he. The committee having conceded 
the necessity of some increase in his pension, I can not believe 
that they would insist on the amendment of $15 a month, an in- 
crease of but $3, which of course amounts to nothing. I hope the 
committee will not insist on the amendment, but that the House 
will pass the bill as originally proposed, at $25 a month. 
Mr. STEELE. Mr. Speaker, I notice that it directs the “ Com- 
missioner of Pensions.” 
Mr. OWENS. Yes, I noticed that. I want to move to amend 
that by striking out the words ‘‘ Commissioner of Pensions” and 
inserting the words ‘‘ Secretary of the Interior.” 
Mr. STEELE. How long did this man serve? ence a more 
Mr. oe S. Ido not remember; not very long. It was dur- | gubjected to horrors of 
ing the Mexican war. d endure privation, 
Mr. STEELE. I understood from the reading of the report that climb the dioxy eights bo’ 
he must have served as much as sixty days. world! His tcareer endedin his 
Mr. OWENS. More than that. at its noontide. He left this last fie 
Mr. STEELE. Sixty-two days. I believe the committee con-| of defeat, and amid the cheers of 
sidered the bill very carefully, and it seems to me the gentleman | Jate colleague and m 
should be satisfied with the recommendation of the committee. I leave to others the 
Mr. pad 5 It om i this shape, _— the man — his | character which endeared 
family are helpless and without any means of support whatever. hich rose highest 
He is confined to his bed and unable to do anything, and his wife ee - 7 
is in nearly as helpless ‘ condition. pt question presents itself 
to the House whether the granting of an increase of $3 a month ; 
amounts to anything as a substantial increase. The beneficiary is oa a —— . bs 
an old man, not likely to live very long, and has been entirely | ater of our dik 
unable to leave his bed for some time. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the first com- 
mittee amendment. 
The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr. 
OWENS) there were—ayes 22, noes 57. 
Accordingly the amendment was rejected. 
The SPEAKER. The question now is on the second committee 
amendment, which the Clerk will report. 
Mr. STEELE. Mr. Speaker, before that amendment is acted 
upon, I move to strike out ‘‘ twenty-five” and to insert “‘twenty.” 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment to strike 
out “ twenty-five ” and insert *‘ twenty.” 
The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr, 
STEELE) there were—ayes 28, noes 52. 
Accordingly the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. STEELE. I move to make it $16 a month. 


THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE CHARLES F. CRISP. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the special order, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Reso!ved, That Saturday, January 16, 1897, ning at 1 o’clock F m., be 
set apart for paying a tribute to the memory of the Hon. CHARLEs F. OrIsP, 
late a member of the House of Representatives from the State of Georgia. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I offer the resolutions 
which i send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. TURNER 
offers the following resolutions, which will be reported by the Cler 
of the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the business of the House be now suspended, that ae 
nity may be given for tributes to the memory of Hon. CHARLEs F. P, 
late a Representative from the State of Georgia. 

Resolved, That as a mark of to the memory of the deceased, and in 
recognition of his eminent abili as a disti public servant, the 
House, at the conciusion of these memorial stan 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Senate. 


Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to communicate a copy of these 
resolutions to the family of the deceased. 


Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Crisp was born 
on the 2%th of Jan , 1845. In the month of May, 1861, while 
he was still but a lad, he enlisted in the army of the Confederate 
States, and his service was thenceforth rendered in the State of 
Virginia. At the end of the war he studied law, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar in 1866. Soon thereafter he became solicitor- 
general of his judicial circuit, was reappointed to that honorable 
station, and then became ju of the superior court, in which 
high station he served for five years, and was then nominated for 


ngress. 
Appearing on this floor during the Forty-eighth Congress, he 
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e a Democratic majority, he was at once a candidate for 
. His candidacy was not of his own making. It 
Sabena ne Padadinn hie aieady growth, thesrondertal vor 
who, is y growth, the wonderful ver- 
satility he had Sa the discharge of every duty to which he 
had been assigned, and, above all, the masterful qualities which 
had ed his conduct amidst the trying events of the 
Fifty-first Congress, desired that he should be elevated to the 
Speakership and charged with the grave responsibilities pertain- 
to that exalted office. The contest over the Speakership of the 
-second Congress was one of the most memorable in the 
annals of the House of Representatives. With no external in- 
fluences to aid him, victory came to him through the sheer force 
of his strong and attractive personality and the profound admi- 
ration excited by the eminent services he had rendered his party 
under circumstances which displayed to advantage his great and 
forceful qualities. During this contest bitter attacks were made 
upon him from many sources, but his character was so lofty and 
his qualifications so conspicuous that the shafts of misrepresenta- 
tion and calumny fell harmless at his feet. He did not regard his 
election as in any sense a mal triumph, and I know that he 
entered upon the duties of the office of Speaker with as pure and 
ic emotions as ever animated the human breast. 

The difficulties and responsibilities attendant upon that office 
are known to few outside of this Chamber, and in all their de- 
tails they are not fully appreciated by many of us here. The 
Speaker appoints all the committees of the House. This power of 
appointment, conferred upon him by our rules, enables him in a 

measure to give color to all important legislation which may 
be proposed by the several commitiees. The pressure upon him 
by members of the House for such assignments as their ambition 
or tastes may lead them to desire is persistent and tremendous. 
While he can not and should not turn an indifferent ear to the 
claims of his friends and supporters, yet he must not forget that 
the ee legislation rests largely upon him, and that 
beyond certain limitations, if he would have the best work done, 
he can not afford to be influenced by personal considerations or 
the inclinations of friendship. And in any event, even where all 
considerations are equal, his appointments can not be shaped so 
as to satisfy the expectations or desires of all. 

Under the rules of the House, very few of the committees have 
the privilege of calling up for consideration at any time bilis r 
ported by them. Committees not possessing this privilege, and 
members interested in bills sapeeted by them, are constantly im- 

g the Speaker to ailow such measures to be acted upon. 
imposes upon him the burden of examining these bills, pass- 
ing judgment upon them, and determining whether or not he will 
intervene to secure their consideration by the House. In the very 
nature of things he feels the necessity in the large majority of 
instances of t sort to refuse his intervention. While the 
mega is not so separated from the membership of the House as 
t, as in the case of the speaker of the British House of Commons, 
he must cease to be a partisan when he assumes the duties of his 
office, yet as to all questions not involved in party policy it is 
oo him to deal fairly and impartially with all cf the 
e House. A man so constituted that he can not as 
on isan questions be absolutely just and equitab!s is 
not qualified for the office of Speaker. Noman can satisfactorily 
discharge the functions of the ane who is not a good judge 
of human nature. He must understand that there are ‘‘ many men 
of many minds;” that peculiarities of temperament exist among 
the members of this House as elsewhere; that some of them are 
insistent and persistent, while others are diffident and shrinking; 
thatsome are extremely sensitive and easily wounded, while others 
are iegmatic and not of so fine a mold; that self-assertiveness 
and loquacity are not always, or even usual'y, accompanied by 
the best ability, and finally, that, generally stated, each member 
is fairly striving to serve his constituency according to \he lights 
before him. 


country. When it became known that the Fifty-second Congress 
rent 


How well Judge CrisP met the requirements of the Speaker's 
office are many here and elsewhere who can attest. His 
and _* consideration of all requests made of him was 

e was always accessible, and neither by word nor 

manner gave offense to those whose official duties compelled them 
him. Amidst ali the pressure upon him, even after 

was broken and the burdens of the office seemed more 

he vould bear, as Clarendon said of the great Hampden, *‘ He 
own natural cheerfulness and vivacity, and, above 

a courtesy to all men.” Indeed, his natare was so 
and his desire to the esteem and friendship of his 

so intense that even when it must have cost him great 

uld assume that cordial manner and cheery smile so 

all of us in this Chamber. In dispensing the privi- 

regarding the proceedings of the House he 

partial, and neither friend nor foe ever suspected 

received from him fair and equitable treatment. 
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As « presiding officer he has had few equals. His presence im 
the Speaker’ chair was so fine and manly, his voice so full and 
resonant, and his alertness and power im dealing with parlia- 


mentary problems so manifest, that it was always a pleasure to | 


on-lookers to witness the superb manner in whieh he 

over our deliberations. Misunderstandings and colli be- 
tween members sometimes oecur to mar the proceedings here 
and of these he had his share, as was to be expected in view of 


his strong character and prominent — But he never | 


sought to provoke these troubles, and [ have many times 

bim express the keenest regret that he had been drawn mto them. 
He was a very ambitious man, but his ambition was to 
honorable service to his country. and not to exalt himself. He 
believed im the teachings, principles, and traditions of the Deme- 
cratic party, and therefore was an earnest partisan. But his par- 
tisanship was not of that cheap quality which eternally proclaims 
itself lest it be ow hor was itever displayed in such mam- 
ner as to be personally offensive to others. While his opinion 
was firm upon all subjects that he had investigated, he was more 
than scrupulous in yielding to the judgment of these who 
differed from him. He reco the right of all men to think 
for themselves, and imputed no im motives or lack of 
ability to those whe had reached conclusions and expressed opin- 
ions different from. his own. 

This fairness upon his part was ever displayed in his official 
capacity as Speaker, as well as im private imtercourse. During 
the extra session of 18938, when the House of Representatives was 
called npen to deal with the important fimancial question then 
presented for its consideration, although he was an earnest adve- 
cate of the free coinage of silver, his official conduct was so fair 
and exempt from all personal bias we mma that no man, 
whatever his views may have been, d have pointed to —~ 
word or act of his upon which to base complaint or criticism. 
as in this instance, so it ever was with him im dealing with great 
public questions. I do not hesitate toaffirm that t his 
Congressional career, from its beginning te the end, he di 
the highest qualities of leadership, and that he was ever gui 
by asjirations and sentiments altogether ennobling. The disti 
guished Speaker of this House,in a telegram of condolence sent 
upon his death to his bereaved widow, truly said that his loss is 
the country’s. He had rendered his —- great and valuable 
service, and being yet in the prime of life, he had abundant re- 
sources upon which, if his life had heen ed, he would freely 
and proudly have drawn in its interest and behalf. 

His services as Speaker of the Fifty-second Congress were so 
notable and satisfactory to his party 
Speakership of the Fifty-third Congress without opposition, and 
in the Fifty-fourth Congress, which had passed under Republican 
contrel, he was complimented by the unanimous vote of his party 
associates for that office. During the Pifty-third Congress he was 
tendered by the governor of Georgia the appointment as Senator 
to fill the vacamey created by the death of Senater Colquitt. It 
was no small part of his ambition to represent bis State in that 
august body. Accompanying this tender came telegrams from 


distinguished citizens of Georgia who aspired to the vacant seat | 


in the Senate, pledging him that if he would accept the 
ment he should have no opposition for election before the legi 
ture. He did not feel that under the existing ci 


and party above self, he declined the great honor, and so far 


outward appearances indicated, without the slightest 
of his friends did, 
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Far from it. He was a strong man and gentle; and 
such as they were, were overborne immensely by his 
; and we have now ro save for the latter. 

. a ue le tri — to his memory—so far 

— ve him to his conspicuous place upon 
of the nation’s illustrious dead—among those whom the 
delights and will continue to honor. 


RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, on the first Monday of De- 
1883, as a member of the Forty-cighth Congress, CHARLES 
ck CRISP took his seat in this House. Idid not know him 
of the Forty-ninth Congress, the first to which 
ery early after the organization of the Forty- 
Congress I was to membership on the Commitivo 
on Pacific Railroads, of which he was also a member. In the 
arrangement of seats at the table of that committee I was placed 
by his side, and in this way first made his acquaintance. I was 
anew member, and although he had had then but one term, I 
found he was entirely familiar with all questions before the com- 
mittee and that its able and efficient chairman, the Hon. J. W. 
Throckmorton, of Texas, and the entire commitiee trusted imiplic- 
itly his opinions and his judgment. 
acquaintance thus formed between us grew into perfect 
i was never an incident of any kind or character 
from the date of our first meeting, through all the long years we 
served together in this House, that marred that friendship. It 
remained unbroken to his death. The refiection that throughout 
all his services here I had his esteem, his respect, and his friend- 
ship is a source of supreme satisfaction to me. 

@ younger member of the House in service he always gave 
me his encouragement; as a coworker in committee he gave me 
his assistance; and finally when he came tc the highest position 
in the gift of this body, 1 rejoice to know I enjoyed his confidenze 
and support. Each time when he sought the Speakership it was 
my pleasure to cast my vote for him; and on the occasion of his 
last nomination to that elevated station I had the honor (which 
I regarded a high one) by his request to formally present his 
name. On that occasion, among other things, I said: 

The task has been en me of placi in nomination for 
Se ee ee ne deen, Gmarcece eintlonen ean ne 
warm personal and political friend. It goes without saying that this gent}: 
man has already been named for the ition in the hearts of ali of us here 
assembled, and it only remains for the formal words tobe spoken. Wheu 
the Fifty-second Congress was about to assemble, just four years ago now 
there appeared in this Chamber 240 of the chosen Representatives cf a hopefu| 
and triumphant Democracy. Then it was, after a sharpand brilliant contest. 
the gentleman I am to name was placed in the Speaker’s chair. Two years 
later, when about 215 members of our party met here for a similar pur pose, 
with the experience of a past Congress to guide us, with full knowledge of 

. ty, and ability, he was by unanimous action and with 

ehosen our leader. We come now a smal! bane of 

so far po ogee ee ss aoa pape be is our gies for 

responsible office, we recognize eo lac is time our dec ra- 
tion is impotent. Sta gy 


The roll was called, and he was unanimously chosen as our 


He Bal 


i 
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It will not be expected of me on this occasion to enter into an 
account in detail of his long and useful career asa member of this 
a citizen of ony This has been done to-day by 
this body by whom t things are said more appropri- 
myself. Ishall content myself with speaking of him 

a@ more general way. 
The effort on my part to fully describe the loss the country, ani 
particularly the Democratic party, sustains by his untimely 
would be a failure. There is no man in public life to-day 
could not better than Cnar.es F. Crisr. His 
may be taken, but it can not be filled by any other Represent- 


enjoyed to the fullest capacity the confidence of his party, 
only on this floor, but ee the Union. Those who dif- 
with him and elsewhere entertained for him marked 
His powers in debate were of the very highest order, as 
testify who ever thus met him. He was always cool and 
and often quiteaggressive. His sourage was unsur- 
supporters and nents all will bear witness. His 
never questioned. His conduct was always above 
Called to the responsible and exacting duties of Speaker 
, he met these responsibilities and duties in such man 
not only honor and credit upon himself and his 
the entire country. In the chair he was always 
ways positive. He was gentle, yet stern when duty 
the er. Heloved to do deeds of kind- 
i officer, but never did them when it was im- 
them or when they were to be done at the expense of 
He © ache in the stutement of all questions and 
entarian. He was at al! times composed, 
excited, his en was never for a 
He was firm in his administration of the 
and at times was quite emphatic, but he was 
, and just. 
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There are times, we all know, in this body when amidst the 
excitement incident to debate on exciting political questions, 
when party feeling is running high and bitterness of expression is 
freoly indulged, to preserve order and fair decorum the oceupant of 
that chair is called upon to exercise and must, in his discretion, 
exercise greatpowers. Yetduring all hisexperience throughmany 
trying and exciting scenes he never exercised those powers rudely 
or too arbitrarily. He never on such occasions abused the pre- 
rogatives and powers of the Speaker or brought his high office into 
contempt. 

I would not be understood as saying or insinuating that he was 
not a partisan, or, more strictly speaking, a partyman. He wasa 
strong believer in the principles and tenets of his party, and this 
with a man of his pronounced convictions and courage necessarily 
made him more or less a partisan; but his partisanship was never 
exerted at the expense of his patriotism. Though a partisan he 
was not a fanatic. 

His experience as a lawyer and judge made him conservative 
and fair-minded. He never for one moment permitted his parti- 
sanship to provoke in him bitterness of feeling or expression or 
to render him uncharitable toward his political opponents or those 
with whom he differed. He never impugned motives when en- 
gaged in controversies nor assailed-character in partisan warfare. 

His public record covers a period when courage, high ability, 
and absolute integrity were required to meet grave and important 
exigencies. It isa pread satisfaction to know that his connection 
with the history and his appearance in ail these exigencies and 
emergencies were wholly honorable to himself and conspicuously 
serviceable to his State and country. 

In unofficial life he was given best opportunity to display those 
splendid traits of character which in him were so pronounced and 
distinguished. I have said he was honorable and just as a public 
man and presiding officer; so he was sincere and true as a private 
citizen. is was a changeless sincerity. He was never in dis- 
guise. He was the soul of honor. He had a contempt for every- 
thing low, mean, or sordid. Highly endowed as he was by nature 
and his own training, with so many estimable traits, his influence 
over men was almost without limit. 

He had no compromise to make with that which was wrong, 
and held with much tenacity to that which he believed to be right. 

He was warm-hearted, genial, and social in his nature. He 
enjoyed the companionship of friends, and made it both pleasant 
and agreeable for them to be with him. High toned, manly, and 
dignified in manner and conduct, he treated everyone, both high 
and low, in fashion becoming a gentleman, and expected like 
treatment in return. 

He was in every respect a most lovable man. 

All who came in close acquaintance or contact with him became 
his friends and admirers. He was a genuine type of the best ele- 
ment of the South. He was called before his work was finished. 
He did not die of old age or lingering delay. 

His eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. 

He was an active worker until his life closed. The full meas- 
ure of his capabilities had not been reached, and his career was 
incomplete. He was full of ambition, but was never sordid and 
venal. His ambitions were all noble. 

One of his highest ambitions, as I have heard him say, was to 
represent Georgia in the United States Senate. Yet he was so 
self-sacrificing to his conception of the true sense of duty that 
when the coveted seat was graciously tendered him by the gov- 
ernor of his State, he declined it, saying his first duty was not to 
himself, but to the House of Representatives, which had honored 
and trusted him. 

He held the high office of judge before being elected to Congress, 
and also filled other positions of responsibility and dignity in his 
State. In the late war between the States he was a courageous 
soldier. From his early manhood until death ended his bright and 
enviable career his pathway had been strewn all along with 
honors, his hands filled with trusts confided to him by his fellow- 
citizens, his brain continuously occupied in anxious and arduous 
thought, his body often taxed to the utmost of physical endur- 
ance, but his course had been steadily and unfalteringly upward. 

When the end came there was no stain upon his name and fame. 
He died in the maturity of his strength and in the fullness of his 
powers. The position he attained in his country’s pantheon is an 
elevated one. His name will survive long in the history of his 
State and the country. 

A familiar writer has said, ‘‘There is no antidote against the 
opium of time,” and that ‘‘ Gravestones scarce tell the truth forty 
years.” It is vain for any man to hope for immortality, or for 

ee oblivion, for there is nothing really immortal but 
Ramee ity. 

Itisa tant that only twenty-seven names of the multitude who 
lived make up the world’s history before the Flood. The greater 
part of humanity by far must be content to be as though they had 
es and be found in the register of God and not in the record 

man. , 
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The story of his life illustrates what energy 
and devotion to duty will achieve. That ee ee 


country; and his name, 
his grief-stricken widow and will be preserved 
petuated in spotless purity through a long hereafter. 


at” BARTLETT of Georgia addressed the Honse. See Appen- 


brightest page nobentyae 's bat on aS 
g page y in Georgia Money rita 


Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, it is sad to 
time of life go from us who are capable of 
But to have the gifted and 
when ability is at the zenith, 
happily blended with the 
State can sustain in the death of 

Such was the case in the death of 
He had by hard work and — 
tles of early life and won. had a 
State and country of which any man 
had the respect and confidence of his | 
high degree. His State stood a 
greater honors. His country was y 
thing his State did in his honor. A future 
distinction lay before him when the relen 
claimed the harvest. 


Judge Crisp was one of the young men of the South who came 


on the stage just in time to see his country rent 
tracted by a fierce fratricidal strife. Brave and 
united his fortunes with those of his State and section 
his life in behalf of what he t was 


its ed 
the 
row and waste ——— over the whole 
been the ruin a him of the 11,000,000 
South the combined wealth of 7,000, 
dollars. Ruin 


aggregated half a million ; 
prosperity had only a few years before 


wee found aes pon a youth in a land 
of war, with its culture 
closed, many of its yo ek 


There was everything to discourage, there was everything to 


dismay. Such were the scenes which surrounded this 
on his return from the 
greatest civil war of . 
young men of that day and 
couraging surroun 
because his educati a 
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his well-filled quiver he drew no poisoned arrow, for he knew that 
passion and judgment could have little fellowship, and he was 
earnest to convince. 

His oratory was not overvehement. It flowed with regimental 

close-ranked, animated, and confident. His bearing was 
always superb. I néver knew him halt for a word, or at fault for 
an tion. en the situation warranted, he would light 
up the House with the liveliest display of humor. In attributes, 
in political tenets, and in his manner of illustration, he might not 
~— called the John Bright of the American Commons. 

ts with our distinguished Speaker, eminent for his tal- 
ents and his audacity, were of thrilling interest. 

Flashes of lightning and mutterings of thunder betokened the 
storm. It was like those intense situations we have so often seen 
upon the stage, where the future is threatening and the outcomes 
dubious. It was notin the nature of either to give an inch of 
ground. When they had thus met in full career,and the strength 
and mettle of each had fully proved themselves on the other, they 
= unlocked, if I may so express it, with something like de- 

antcourtesy. Each had triumphed over theother for the Speaker- 
ship; each could serecenty and truthfully say of the other: “‘ Great 
let us call him, for he conquered me.” 

Many of us remember Crisp’s contest for the Speakership. It 
was his ambition to preside over the House, of which he was so 
devoted a member. His party dominated by an immense majority 
and were privileged to caucus for the prize. The contest was 
intense enough to unsettle nerves not proof against disturbance. 
From first to last he was threatened with defeat. Yet no ripple 
was observable in hiseven and well-sustained deportment. When 

imed victor he received the honor with thanks, emphasizing 

it; he was conscious of the responsibility it imposed and mod- 

estly showing he was confident he could meet its claims. His 

address on mg the gavel was a model of brevity and almost 
touching in simplicity. Here it is: 

GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: For the great honor 
you have conferred upon me I return you heartfelt thanks. 

I shall endeavor to discharge the duties of the office of Speaker with cour- 
tesy, with firmness, and with absoluteimpartiaiity. Let us unitein the hope 
that our labors here may result in the advancement of the prosperity, the 
honor, and the glory of our beloved country. 

The words ‘our beloved country” flowed into the speech with 
as sweet a cadence as ever sprang from human heart and fell from 
human lips. By unanimous vote the House afterwards signified 
that he had fulfilled his highest promise. 

It was during his Speakership that his constancy was severely 
States; but he desired to win the honor by services faithfully ren- 
dered to his State and people. A vacancy in the Senatorship oc- 
curred. The governor of Georgia tendered it tohim. He had 
but to accept it and walk into the other House. He put it in- 
stantly aside to serve out the term for which he had been chosen. 
Duty chained him to the House, and that was a chain at which 
he never strained. In such estimation was he held by the people 
of his State that on the first occasion that offered itself they over- 
ee designated him for the high position he had declined. 

Such, . Speaker, was your predecessor as I saw him and 
knew him in this House for many years. But there was a softer 
and far more tender shade to his character. It was his love for 
his home and family. I saw him and knew him in his typicai 

ia home. I have conversed with him for hours while the 
mocking birds flooded the air with music and the sweet perfume 
of the cape jessamine was wafted to the porch. I have marked 
his devotion to an invalid wife, his tender affection for his chil- 
dren, and his generous care of old and tried servants emancipated 
in the war. I have sat at his table. Morning, noon, and night 
have I seen him bow his head and heard him ask God’s blessing 
upon the food spread before him and his. It was a family united 
in love and affection—one in which the good old Southern term of 
endearment, ‘* honey,” was not forgotten. The children honored 
the father and the mother, and the parents honored the children. 
When the funeral on passed the house, the words “‘ His 
re xed in flowers above the gate. They had 
been placed there by his neighbors. It was thus he passed toa 
new home in the hereufter. 

But his brilliant attributes will remain a resplendent memory, 
and when bereft of all human vanity, as I hope we may be, many 
of us, 1 am sure, as years go by, will declare with wholesome 

“T was a member when Crisp was Speaker.” 


° . Mr. Spéaker, it is related of a great historic 
portrait was being painted that when the artist 
eliminate from the picture a mole upon the 

man answered, ‘‘No; paint meas I am.” Could 
departed friend be known it would be that his life, 
portrait, should be represented just as it was. 

afford this wish. Sir, for nearly twelve years 
Privilege to be assxciated with Judge Crisp as a mem- 
Congress, and though differing with him on political 


tried. His ae ambition was to be a Senator of the United 
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lines, I esteem it a high privilege to unite with other asseciates in 
expressing this my tribute of respect, of love, and admiration for 
the life and character of this distinguished statesman. I speakof 
him as I always found him. 

It seems but yesterday that we beheld in yonder chair the genfal 
face and well-remembered form of him whose eulogy we now 
speak. Whether as the presiding officer of this House or as the 
unassuming and always courteous member on the floor, his pres- 
ence was such as to invite the most kindly attention from his 
associates as well as from the on-lookers in the gallery. Tho 
one of the most devoted to any task undertaken by him, yet in 
performance of that duty there was alwaysshown a ready willing- 
ness to suffer interruption and with patience to answer either 
friend or opponent, and with equanimity tocontinue. A remark- 
able trait possessed by ex-Speaker Crisp was in his complete 
self-government. In all the debates in which he participated— 
and it was his lot while a member to participate in some of the 
most exciting controversies known to our annals—he maintained 
a manly self-possession, a placid, undisturbed, and unruffied tem- 
per, and a hold on hissubject which eminently fitted him to occupy 
the trying position of leader of his party. It must. have besaa 
pleasure and a pride among his vaailieaee to follow such a leader. 
There was an absence of egotism, of arrogance, of captiousmess, 
ef hauteur in his character. To the young members, more than 
all, will his memory in this res be cherished. 

The leader of a party in this Housecan, if his self-will so ordains, 
discourage and permanently impair the future of many a young 
member, while he can also encourage, aid, and incite him te the 
best efforts. Nothing so delighted Judge Crisp as to rescue, by 
kindly suggestion or active aid, the em assed young member 
floundering in some tryimg debate or entangled in the lia- 
mentary precedure of the House. Never was there a of 
this body more approachable, more seemingly unconscious of 
honors, and yet more dignified and ane la place than he. 
best test of his splendid character, however, was that which he 
soon developed in the Speaker’s chair. In this exalted place the 
eccupant too often abandons his cordial mannerism and 
at once assumes an air of austerity and eee above his 
fellows not justified by the dignity and aw - of any office in 
this our republican form of government. With Speaker Crisp 
there was still retained the genial, lovable qualities which ever 
distinguished him before. He had grown no greater. His asso- 
ciates had grown no less. And yet he was the able, dignified, re- 
spected Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

To the innumerable demands upon him for recognition he was 
courteous and patient—willing to hear the merits of the measure 
submitted, and then either granting, considering, or regretfully 
declining. Whatever was the answer, the member was made to 
feel that consideration was accorded him. His appeal had been 
kindly, respectfully heard. He could notcomplain. Sosensitive 
was he to the feelings of his fellows, that never did he refuse a 
request that he did not suffer more pain than did the one denied, 
He never lost his control when ae We all recall hi 
bearing when presiding over the House when often up 
to intense excitement over some political debate. It would seem 
as if the angry passions, the personal taynts, the criminations and 
recriminations on the floor, even to the extent of harsh reftection, 
fiery invective, and individual criticism hurled at the Speaker 
himself, would so unnerve and disturb him as to prompt retalia- 
tion upen his tormentors. Speaker Crisp rose grandly above this 
temptation. With a cool head and a firm gavel he ruled the 
storm and mastered it. When order was restored and the mem- 
bership was again tranquil, and the hot heads were c , mot 
the slightest mdication could be discerned in the face the 
Speaker of the siege he had just through. He exemplified 
in the most practical manner and under the most trying circum- 
stances the scriptural injunction: ‘“‘ Let every man be swift te 
hear, slow te speak, slow to wrath.” 

And when at last in the revolution of parties another succeeded 
him in the chair, again he returned to the membership on the 
floor and resumed his duties as a Representative; he was still the 
same generous-hearted, considerate, self-sacrificing friend, asso- 
ciate, and member as he ever was. 

With all the angry contentions which history will note as a 
part of his administration of this House, and which are still in 
vivid recollection, it is a refreshing boast, and confers imperish- 
able luster upon his name, that he exercised his powers as a 
Speaker in a fair and impartial manner as between the great par- 

ies un the floor, and that ne stamp or stain engi estive of disrepute 
rests u any or private act an long service as the 
tr and di a the people of his State, 

Like the spire on some | cathedral seen at close view, when 
neither i oe ———- can be accu- 

measured, so is ex-Speaker , im according to him his 

just in in so brief a period after his death. His 
i shine forth in even greater luster as time 

goes on, for then the mists which more or less obscure every active, 


ambitious 
nisms, 
worth 


during the between t 
close of the and the opening of the second session of 
present O ; 


ongress. 
Notwithstan our political views often 


divergent t 
ana ie t. sions ho bore ims 
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with J Crisp, in which we were frequently on 
of im and political questions, 





rail: 


ab 
i 


f 


E. 
at 


ge 


g & 


gisiiti 
dé 


i 
: 
Eee 


: 
1 
F 


i 
é 
ff 


Fy 


in 


i nfE Feet 
i iat 
i 


Hi 
efek 


E 
FEE 


tie 
Hl 


i 


EEE 


amd command success in ruling 

of imteHectual endewment alone or 

Judge Crisp possessed these great 

0 wa ee See and kindly disposi- 

which attracted people , which made people love to be 
associated with him, and which preserved his sway = the minor- 
the majority as it was for a time—as per- 

of no other man of his party will be established or 

House in many a day to come. He has cone; 

tothese Halls ne more. ! can notadd to his fame, 

His life work is known; it is approved 

His career was indeed a remarkabls 

not died in his prime, there is no guessing how 

a triumphs of statesmanship might be placed to his 


What a proud thing it is, Mr. Speaker, for a man starting poor 
and working his way without extraneous aid to rise by the power 
of his own personality, by his intellect and lovable qualities, to 
yar tee position which Crisp reached, and which you, too, twice 

; an official position second only to one other in the world; 
@ place which filled—filled by intellect, courage, corrtesy, 
kindness, impartiality—is often in a lifetime even higher than any 
official station not ied by a man possessing the same esti- 
mable ities of the head and. of the heart. Then, true indeed 
itis Crisp’s was a Life upon whose bright, clean. glorious story 
we dwell with profit to ourselves and to those who are to 

us. 

Leadership is not necessarily sought or coveted. It is generallv 
bern in the man. Sometimes it is acquired by a man’s own zeal, 
and sometimes it is thrust upon a a. However, men of su- 
perior ability naturally aspire to leadership; not a few attain it 
without cateas But those who, because of qualities inherent 
im themselves, retain leadership over followers possessed of the 
power to depose them—these few are men born to lead, as others 
are born to follow. 

Perhaps the proudest tribute to the memory of the departed 
statesman whose death we mourn is that he retained his ascend- 

by virtue of fal effort as through 
his sunny disposition 
awakened in his associates, so thai they 
felt themselves honored in honoring him. 

The loss to Crisp’s party and to his country is almost 
irreparable. ile weof the minority have many able and strony 
men among us, yet attention does net turn toany one in particular 
as being peculiarly fitted, as he was, for the post of leader. At 
least, no one stands out, to the exclusion of the others, like Crisp 

a leader here of the forces of the Democracy. 
a privilege, Mr. Speaker, that, as a member of this 
two great parliamentary leaders. one uper 
Chamber, each superb in his own way, marshal 
; the though attack, a for defense. I do 
expect again in li my years be prolonged ty creat 
, to find their equals in ability to lead and govern their 
——— in iamentary warfare. But could either 
the forces which followed the other? 
think and say that those who die in their pritne are 
. Of course, to family and friends, to love and 
shock comes rmiost rudely when the blast of 
where, it would seem, the blush of life ought to 
. But after all, when you consider the fame in years to 
man whose life isfull of good deeds and grand achieve- 
was Judge Crisp’s—looke: at in the light of history—is 
unmixed misfortunein the annals of the world that such a one 
the sun is at high noon, instead of lingering on 
often superfiuous, until the long and ever- 
ws from the West are falling upon hin? 
doubt that if Cuances FP, Crisp were spared he 
of the greatest members of the Senate, whose 
him to enter; no doubt that, living, he would 
honor; no doubt that his fame and usefulness 
—— no matter how rich the honors and deeds 
dread destroyer overtook him. 
hardly matched in the legislative history ef the 
least there are few to lay side by side with it; and 
full upon hima, in the full session of his mag 
surrounded by his beloved family and cherished 
warm heart ceasec to beat and his great intellect was 
to another scene of action. Long will his memory i:ve 
hearts and in the minds of ali who knew him. Long will 
to his country be remembered Sroeny by <9 
justly appreciate them, kindly even by those who believe he 
because, above all things, he was an 
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station, who as nearly avoided the giving of 

A as uniformly treated ali with consideration, 

generosity, as any one of whom we have a record, 
one whom we may expect ever to meet. 


mae eon of these sad events, which are 
is almost as old in the world as life; 
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with the centuries full of life and death, and death, like birth, mark- 
ing every hour and every minute of every day—we are brought, 
over and over, time and time again, to the strange, always old, 
and ever fresh refiections which will spring up when we gaze into 
the open grave, when we view the cold and lifeless clay which so 
recently was the mortal sheiter of the departed spirit. Fi with 
that awe which the ages have not been able to banish, which = 
vades generation after generation, we solemnly ask whither has 
the spirit gone that lately tenanted this clay? What is there of 
existence beyond this world? Oris thisall? Isthis theend? We 
can not see through the veil just a little way before us, but thick 
enough to cloud the sight. Faith and Hope alone light up the 
gulf; alone give promise for the future. 

Our friend has gone. His memory is with us, enshrined in our 
hearts. By his example we hope to profit. But again the query 
presses for answer, ** te aman die, shall heliveagain?” The aban- 
doned clay isin the churchyard at Americus, under sweet flowers 
with the soft Southern sky bending over all, but thespirit! What of 
it? Is that which was so much nothing now—vanished, dissolved, 
annihilated, as though it never was? Did its existence terminate 
with the life of the body? Whatever vainglorious philosophersmay 
say, man rebels at the suggestion that there is nothing beyond the 
grave. The hope, sometimes clung to in desperation, sometimes 
cherished in brightest anticipation, that there is a hereafter, and 
that men, though they die, yet live in that hereafter—we will not 
give that up. No philosophy, even if ripened in ages of calm 
reasoning, can banishit. Itsprings as an inheritance of humanity, 
asan instinct in the soui of every human being that breathes. e 
believe—our hopes, our affections, all that we hold near and dear 
in life, admonish us to believe, constrain us to believe—that our 
friend has not perished, but that in a higherand noblersphere this 
great intellect, this tender, loving spirit shall flourish and expand 
and achieve new triumphs and perform new deeds of glory and of 
grace, while countless ages roll on into eternity. 


Mr. DINSMORE. Mr. Speaker, in the presence of gentlemen 
here who were so much nearer to him, who were so fortunate as 
to have a more extended acquaintance with him, a closer relation, 
a longer term of service, I approach with diffidence and hesitation 
the honorable privilege which has been extended to me to speak in 
commemoration of a great man who made his life a part of the 
illustrious history of this House. It is not for me to criticise his 
great character. I leave that to those more capable of the task. 
I only desire, Mr. Speaker, to place upon record the humble tribute 
of one who had an acquaintance and friendship with him through 
a few years, but who, during that whole time, learned to honor, 
admire, and love him more and more. 

It is at all times a delicate and a responsible undertaking to 
speak here for the permanent record upon the life and character of 
one who has been a member of this House. Men are too prone to 
run into extravagant expression, to magnify the virtues of the 
dead as well as disparage the merits of the living. What is said 
upon these occasions should be not only just to the dead, but faith- 
ful to truthful history. I fain would, in the few sentences which 
I shall speak to-day, do so as if in presence of the conscious 
spirit of our departed friend, knowing that he would have me 
give utterance to no sentiment that is not justified by his own 
life. Nor have I sought for information upon the detailed inci- 
dents of his history, preferring to put into words the impressions 
a association with the man have made upon me, and to stop at 

at. ; 

Duty does not demand of us to enlarge upon or even to refer 
to foibles of character; but, on the other hand, it is required of 
us that in the things we say we shall deal fairly and honestly with 
ourselves and with the dead. Therefore I shall endeavor to re- 
strain my expressions within the bounds of temperate speech, 
within the limits which I believe would be indorsed by our great 
leader if he could be present and hear what is said of him. 

Mr. Speaker, every man’s life, in a narrower or wider sense, is 
an ideal for other men. Whether it be lowly or exalted, whether 
it be humble or great, there is among every man’s associates some 
person who will look to him as an exemplar of his own conduct, 
who will find in him something worthy of imitation; and it is 

leasant to think there are few men who do not thus an 

uence for good upor mankind. The greatest good ofa great life 
is its influence upon society. In the aspirations of early youth the 
boy selects some great character of history and tries to fashion 
— as —_ ee to — ore up = mes — What 
a grand figure have we here to inspire the ambition, oe 
the patriotis1a, and the integrity of American youth, aye, and 
American manhood! 

Mr. Speaker, I have had the honor, in the short time I have 
served in the House, to be associated with Mr. Crisp as § of 
the House in one Congress and as the acknowledged | of the 
minority in another. In every ,in every emergency, in 
every situation it a to me that he arose to the full 
stature of great manhood and capability of dealing with the diffi- 
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cult tasks that confronted him. 


Se Se 

—— tee Sat Se eee 0 it—easy ¢ 

approach, and aiwa words -oural t for t 

wo sought to make themastvos spstel ts the red Seu 

a he i ee to ou Rgkasr’ 
ve no doubt that one having come into the House 

he was § has pleasant memories of his own 


impulsive ardor of the 
of youth that in this forum so often “ 
value to the usefulness of every 
But, Mr. Speaker, it was in the 
man rose sw to his fellows. 
of passion, the higher mounted 


animosity, the greater 

battling tor hie Sousa aaa i 

stood. This was one of the 

shone best under the greatest 

cot ond ee ee 

an great power of leadership. 
admiration not only of this side, but of that, and 


try, for his ta 
i officer of this 


in performing the stern duties 
House. 





CoE an ee 


ee ee 
aS 


Se ae 


with which public men begin to develop themselves, there is 
always at the bottom the sentiment of patriotism, a desire and an 
,to be workers in the field of 

and of toward ourcountry. Tho wholly selfish man 

bles about public life. He nurses his perzonal 

fieerty rye oe rns himsel no en Sok ea law and the 
necessary to protect his own rights and 

the pursuit of happiness as he understands it. Happily for the 
human race and happily for this t country and the people of 
the United States, aaalied stands vindicated in the ge goto 
temples of duty and devotion. It awes the scoffer into inef- 
retreat. It shoves by theselfish. The history of man and 

is an eternal story of sacrifice, devotion, and of 


We know where in this meron the departed dead stood; and 
let us reflect, as has been said, that if he does not take his place 


ranks among those men whose names live in history, not by the 
noise which they have made for themselves only, as the Cxesars 
and om egenncn, but in the rhythm of those gentle streams and 
strains flow from their hearts’ sympathy for the welfare of 
mankind. We admire genius, but genius is the gift of God rather 
than the virtue of attainment. We look up to a Homer, a Dante, 
a Shakespeare, and a Goethe as to the inspired of God; but when, 
in solemn judgment, we pass on the merits of men in the light of 
their _ service and usefulness, the civilized acclaim goes 
up to the jurist and the soldier, the philosopher and the legislator, 
the inventor and the reformer, as the pillars on which the temple 
of apie | parce is erected. Behold Sclon and Leonidas, Gutten- 
berg and Luther, Franklin and Washington! And, Mr. Speaker, 
if not among these men as leaders, still among them as a class 
we the name of Hon. CuaRr_eEs F. Crisp. 
ot to repeat a threadbare quotation (if Shakespeare ever can 
be threadbare), he was of that robust directness which is always 
honest and honorable; firm as a rock and candid as the light. 
Aggressive, perhaps, at times to the point of severity, he was ever 
consistent and conscientious. Self-reliant without ostentation, 
fixed to his aeruonn like the northern star: his ambition cast in 
the high mold of patriotism and general welfare, he will hold his 
lace, all in all, in that rank of men of giant and heroic mold, of 
the elements of manhood well compact, of which the majestic 
Brutus will ever be the literary and historic type. 

Mr, Speaker, it is grateful to render these testimonials of affection 
andapprovaltothedeparteddead. Itis grateful tolive with them— 
to remember them, as it were, in the pure atmosphere of spir- 
itual conception, gathering the good they have done into tangible 
shape as examples for emulation and oe for the growth and 
happiness of the future of mankind. So with our honored dead. 
However inadequate our tributes may be—while what he leaves 
behind him in the memory of his perfect character and patriotic 
service is already secure for all time--they give vital movement to 
the good which he accomplished; and its present influence wil! go 
out at once to the American people, that they may know and feel 
how glorious a thing is the perfect American citizen. 

In this t republic of humanity, where, in every village 
church . the willow shades the graves of sovereign masters; 
where - poy HOP the humblest—heart may swell with the pas- 
sions of a iny grander and nobler than tne majesty of kings, 
public virtue is a public need and public recognition a duty anda 
consecration. 


The — of antiquity made their great men and their heroes 
- only to honor the dead, but to incite the living to emnu- 
their i ious careers. The great people of these United 
States, for once and ever, should turn back the slander that repub- 
lics are . Let them ever recognize greatness and re- 
ward , honor character,and glorify achievement. With 
that will come regard for constituted authority and reverence for 
law, which means peaceand order. Sosball we develop the perfect 
citizenship and consummate the highest aims of self-government. 
we adorn our liberties and make sacred our sense cf jus- 

And so, Mr. Speaker, and co best, will be served and hon- 

the glorious dead, whose strong arms were their country’s, 
and whose heart throbs weretheaspirationsof humanity. Amongst 
peng der the light of immortality, will stand CHarLes 
. Crisp. He will live long in the affections of his people, and the 
virtues of his patriotism and the record of his services will shine 
eo brightest in the uplifting spheres of human lib- 
and the unma’ heavens of American citizenship. Thus 


| the living render their devotions, that the dead may be at rest. 


Such honors Ilium to her hero paid, 
And peaceful cleeps the mighty Hector's shade. 


Mr. COOPER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I well remember the 


| first day that I ever saw Cuaries *. Crisp. It was during the 


for the eee of the Fifty-third Congress. He 
apparently in all the vigor of manhood’s prime, surrounded 
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by the leaders of his party in this House, full of life and of 

vitality and co e, yet receiving all with that condlaliag thet 

easiness of access, that charm of manner that was charact: of 

the man, and was but the outward reflection of an inward kindli- 

ness of heart. 
It seems but yesterday. It is but a few short years as days are 

counted, and yet, within that space of time, we have made much 

history. We have seen many hopes fade, we have ee many 

misfortunes; bet nothing sadder than the event that draped that 

desk in mourning, and cut short in mid course the high career of 

ee a Be : i a a ae 
Truly, Mr. Speaker, these things are beyond human understand- . Speaker, Emerson, ome greatest of American : 

ing. He was surrounded by a loving family, by troops of friends. | ers and writers, has said: § thin 4 


He had the esteem and good wishes of thousands of his fellow-| 4 man’s fortunes are the fruiteof Mis character. A man'sfriends are . 


countrymen. He stood just upon the threshold of yet further offi- ie 
cial preferment and honor from that great State that has se eften| How fully is this truth Mlustrated in the life of Fee ome 


honored him and that he has so honored, when, at the very neon | His life was one crowned with fortune, blessed w 
time of his life, when his sum seemed to be at the very zenith, a 
suddenly it declined and went out. 

Sir, it is not merely an individual loss that we lament here to- 
day. It is the loss to a great party, and the loss to his 
W hen the leader of one of the great parties of this country, 
of experience, yet in the prime of life, full of capability and pa- 
triotism, of vigor and of force, and yet conservative as Mr. Crisp | 
was, is taken away, his loss is at any time a calamity in such a| 
country as ours. But at such a day as this, when dissensions and 
discords distract us; when, look where we will, we see but threat- 
ening clouds; when all circumstances call upon us to realize the | 
need of those high attrilmtes which the great State of Georgia— } 
which he represented, and where I had the honor to be born—has } 
engraved upon her coat of arms as the chief supporters of the 
governmental fabric, justice, wisdom, and moderation, how great 
is our loss in sucha man! I had ho much from the wisdom 
and the moderation of Mr. Crisp. e Was never a theorist or am 
extremist. He hoped for the perpetuity of his party, which he 
regarded as one of the instruments of government, and he 
loved his country. With hie wide know >of public men, with 
a high career before him, with the open field of opportunity, I). 
looked for years of usefulness and honor, in which he would have | 
not only advanced his own reputation, but in which he would | 
have been of most material assistance to his people, to the - 
vation of his party, and to securing the prosperity and are of 
his country. But, sir, that, too, has i. 

When I rose here, it was not with the idea that oe I} 
could say would be of amy comsequence te his fame, or ht. 
tohim. He has written his own memorial in the records of thi 
House and on the pages of his country’s history. When I waa} 
asked to assist in these services, I felt it to be a high hemor. 
Others who have been much longer here have dwelt upom his 
qualities and upon his course in this House. I can add nothing 
to that; but te one characteristic it is peculiarly appropriate that 
I should render my testimony. I came to the Fifty-third Con- 
gress, a new member, comparatively a young man, and I know) 
that everyone whe partici in that Congress and who-so-came |, 
here, will join me in the tribute which I pay to Mr. Crisp when 
I say that his — hand, ents. 5 by sages ey heart, held a 4 oo 
wide open always, when it was possible, the gates of opportunity | like an inspiration situated as he 
‘tin Eaaensianenl tan to these who could do naught. for Sey yoteieanel rand d 
but for whom he could doso much. It is a pleasure to me tells not to but to build 
to-day to be able to testify in some small degree my gratitude i Tt teaches the ambitious =: 
for that constant kindness. He has gone beyond the reach of our | fame : 
words, but he is not dead. ‘‘As the tall ship, whose lofty prow | 
shall never stem the billows more,” he has merely sought a haven of | 
rest. No man is dead while he is borne in affectionate or 


ful remembrance, and, Mr. Speaker, Onartes F. Crisp will live 
long in the hearts of many. 


3 


oF aE Wie is pert gca Brae 7 ee 


Mr. SWANSON. Mr. Speaker, a great publiccareer has ended, 

ee of _ a public men of our ee one eee 
wr. ne of the greatest parliamentary ers i : tes | 

no more. One of the shining lights of this House, whose splendid bri as again f 

achievements have and will ever shed luster upon it, is no Int : 

with us. The recognized leader of this side of the House, 

counseled and directed us, has departed and left us to mourn a| 

loss which is irreparable. A great heart, warm, generous, kin 

and magnetic, no longer pulsates. A mind, clear, strong, 

masculine, of great depth and grasp, no longer gives us its scin- 

tillations of thought. A of Epes eloquence and power, 

which so often has stirred swayed this House, is now silent 

in death. A life in which can be traced much of shadow and | 

shine, much of eon and much of triumphs, inspiring in its 

successes Over ulties, admirable in development and attained 

proportions, has terminated, and we to-day pause in our delibera- 

tions to pay merited tribute to and to do reverence toone who has 

left behind him such a life. I rise to deliver no elaborate eulo- 

gium, others have done that, but simply on behalf of my Stateand 
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minority, he was embarrassed in his first term by his own utter- 
anees in debate. But in his second term, when his party was ‘is- 
en questions which almost threatened its existence, he wes 
to exercise to the uttermost the ve wers that he had 
so severely criticised, even ing, in a i form, the same 
had given a nickname to his Republican predecessor. 
was too great a man to allow the reins to slip 
his party im the mere effort to be consistent. 
: necessity of adopting methods which would 
party te enact the measures for which that 
must answer to this country. Those wke served with him 
how ably he conducted himself in the most trying and dif- 
ions in which ke had been 
the Speaker's chair is the seat of influence, yet im a stir- 
assembly it is the ebject of constant partisan assault, 
whose memory we commemorate to-day in turn was the 
attacking and the assaulted party. But itis one of the pleasant 
features of i tary life that partisan foes are so often per- 
sonal friends. Judge Crise loved a good fighter. and was a hard 
hitter himself. 


His career is a striking example of the possibilities of life in our 


the Fifty-third Congress GaLusHa A. Grow was sworn in 
by Speaker Crisp as a meraber at large from the State of Pennsyl- 
ia. This was an i ive act and brought. into comparison 
quaukperintiais the tintery of our people. In 1861 Mr. Grow 
ehosem as the war-time Speaker of this House. Mr. Ceisp 
then a young lieutenant in a company of Confederate infan- 

civil war was raging with all its fury. 
Mr. was a of war, and was not released 
ilities had ceased, im June, 1865. Now. afier 
the veteran statesman from Pennsylvania returned 
halle of Congress, and the young heutenant of 186i 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives of our 
reunited country and administered the oath of office to his prede- 
ecssor, the ex-Speaker of that Congress which had enacted the 

measures to the war. 
say im the face of such am event as this that we have 
aside the prejudice and bitterness of the struggle of 1861” 
I wish. to lay a tribute upon the tomb of 
the gallant Georgian, remembering only that we were both in « 
sense fellow-citizens of the United States of America. 
¥ first service im this House was im the Elections Committes 
;| With our deceased friend in the heated and stormy sessions of the 
Congress. Election contests are proverbial for the 
feeling that they engender. 

Mr. Crisp on these occasions showed himself a sturdy partisan, 
and it was in these controversies that he won the inflnence with 
his. associates that brought him to the Speaker's chair in the 

He was a good parliamentarian, subt!e 
quick-witted, always ready for any occasion that might arise, 
and his party friends around him with that instinct which 
teaches men to involuntarily recognize a leader. 

| In his private relations he was.an agreeable and pleasing gent! 
man, made friends on both sides of this Chamber at a time 
when the political forces were nearly equally divided, and when 
ee ran high. But all his conflicts of the past, in the 
field, at the bar, om the hustings, and in the halls of Con- 
gress, are ended. Already pointed out by common consent for 
certain election to a seat in the Senate, he was struck down in the 
very zenith of his career, mourned by those who knew him, of all 
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It was a graceful and gracious act on the part of the generous 
people of his old district to elect his son and namesake to fil! th 
seat. which his death had rendered vacant, and this pleasing ci: 
cumstance showed howstrong a hold he had upon theconstitucnes 
which he had so long ted, and how fully they appreciate: 
the beauty and purity of his private life and domestic relations. 

And the use with which members of ali parties greeted thio 
son upon theoath of office showed with what kindly remeim- 
brance they the sire. 


Mr. BELL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, during the latter part of 
last, while crossing the plains of Nebyaska,I glanced at a 

oe ees My eyes immediately fastened upon a familiar 
an inscription below, ‘‘ Ex-Speaker Crisp is dea!!”’ 

sad announcement was followed by the crowding upon me of 

the many reasons he had for coveting a long life. I was forcibly 
that nature had rously given him a comely and 

ce; that his mature had been formed into such 

blending of sunshine, good fellowship, and frank hospi- 

iety was greatly sought, and life should have 

: that through his many com- 

mendable attributes he become preeminently the favored son 
of his own State, and was in sight of the goal of his political 
United States Senate—when death overtook him 
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and sent him thither. But sad as these misfortunes are for him | the duty he owed to those ¥ h 
and his immediate friends, the sad calamity is infinitely more him to dec 


ee this “ eo 
deplorable as a great public loss. 
he death of an individual rarely disturbs the general current veaitlen, Saal ha . . 
of the orderly course of human action, but occasionally one does | term as Speaker to do him 
fall by the wayside that leaves such a void as is difficult to fill. | unanimity elected him to the 
Such a one we lament to-day. His mental alignment approxi- 
mated the perfect equilibrium. No one faculty had been dwarfed 
to give a surplus to some other. Therefore, he never startled the 
world with any phenomenal outbursts of genius, nor did he ever 
disappoint his friends by descending to mediocrity. He was of 
the solid, even-tempered, well-balanced line of men to whom only 
can the safety and perpetuity of a great country be confidently 
intrusted. 
It is true ke was imbued with a laudable ambition to serve his 
countrymen in public places, not for uniary compensation, as 
mercenary aspirations were beneath his high standard. He was 
not ambitious that he might revel in the glare of official society, 
as such were too empty and sterile for his strong, common-sense 
view of the real pleasures andamenitiesof human life. He sought 
to serve his fellows because they evinced a desire for his services 
and because he believed that he could serve them well, and he 
believed that his policies enacted into law would inure to the 
greatest good to the greatest and most deserving number. 
The Populist party in Congress, for whom I speak as well as for I 
myself, has every reason to pay high tribute to his memory, grea rs 
While Speaker, we were few in number, misunderstood, and | be no death to those who leave 
grossly misrepresented by politicians and the partisan press, often | of their countrymen. 
intentionally, and more often through ignorance of ourintentions | In our journey of 
and aspirations; but he was too large to be tainted with bigotry | accustomed place, in the 
or intolerance, the worstenemiesofmankind. Henever wavereda | land, we shall greet CHARLES 
hair’s breadth in doing us complete justice at alltimes. "Wenever | met his “ Pilot face to face,” 
visited him at his private apartments that his easy geniality | at ‘‘ rest under the shades of 
and open hospitality did not convince us that he fully recog- I can but echo the 
nized that he was Speaker of the whole House. We never ap- | dreaming face, in the shadow 
proached him in the pee chair that the hand of good fellow- | night to him, but good morning to 
ship and some friendly verbal greeting was not exvended. He 
never denied our petitions without giving such cogent reasons| Mr. WOODARD. Mr. Speaker, 
therefor and in so becoming a manner that we acquiesced in the | who knew, loved, and honored him 
conclusion that he could not be expected to do less. He granted | life and character of Judge OrispP. 
our supplications in such an unostentatious manner that we were he brave 
sent away feeling that a right and not a favor had been granted. 
He possessed none of the elements of the bigot—never fastened 
any doors between him and the public. He preferred to be with 
and of the people. None knew better than he the danger of tyran- 
nical majorities visiting oppression and injustice on struggling 
minorities. He was never a representative of any speckal Cake or 
section of the country. He was a statesman of the highest and 
purest type, and a representative of the whole people of the whole 
country. In this matchless contest for the supremacy of the 
ple the loss of such a representative, so pure a type of the founders 
of this Government, is indeed a great public calamity. When I 
returned to Washington and met the colored boy who used to care 
for his room, with moistened eyes, he said, ‘‘ We have sustained | eloquent words, 
a great loss since you went away in the death of Speaker Crisp.” | uable services to hi 
He added, ‘“‘Everything that knew that man loved him.” I first met him at the 
That is a greater eulogy than I am capable of pronouncing. | when I entered upon my service as a member 
After all is said and done, the real character of a man is most | my admiration for his character as a man and 
truly rae and known in his home life and by those who 
serve him. 


Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, when the angel of death re- 
ceived the spirit of CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP, a man was taken | the war. Immediately 
from this world who had won the love of his State, the confidence | law, and in a few years 
and admiration of the entire South, and the respect of our whole Hi 
country. 

As a native Georgian, I take special pride in the great distinc- 
tion achieved by him whose death we mourn. 

Mr. Crisp always performed every duty in a most creditable 
manner. When little more than a boy, he was a brave soldier 
and officer in the Army of Northern See following the sword 
of Robert Lee in the many battles fought by that illustrious com- 
mander. With the return of peace he retired to his home and 
became a lawyer, respected for his ability, learning, and fidelity. 
As solicitor-general of his district and as judge of one of the 
— courts of Georgia, he earned the highest commenda- 

ons. 

He was twice elected to preside over the popular branch of the 
Congress of the United States, and during a service of fourteen 
years in this body he certainly reached a most exalted place 
among the statesmen of America. 

His reputation as a parliamentarian and a just presiding officer 
had extended throughout the civilized world. 

While in the midst of the performance of these high duties, he 
was appointed and urged by the or of Georgia to accept a 
seat in the Senate of the United , but his high conception of 
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In my humble judgment an ideal, a real American statesman, 
these times y, when aristocracy and plutocracy are so 
referred to and censured, should at all times he purely demo- 
in his ways, manner, and conduct with all his fellow-men, 
or always dignified. He should, of course, be educated, able, 
tellectual. He should never be a demagogue. He should 
affable and pleasant and still dignified. He should be firm and 
decisive, yet considerate and forbearing, especially with his inte- 
ricrs in intellect and experience. He shou!d not be sarcastic to 
individuals, no matter how caustic he may be in his references to 
of classes or parties, and above and beyond all, unself- 

ishness and patriotism should guide and control his every public 
utterance and action. We doubtless have had in the past and 
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i now have many American statesmen who fulfi!l many of these 

; ; ngage if not quite all. I can pay no higher or more just 

is high tri to the memory of Hon. Cuar.es F. Crisp than to say that, 
During part the him all in all, he came nearer doing so than any other with 
health of ~— Crisp became impaired, but his friends hoped his | whom I have ever had the honor of an acquaintanceship. None 
suff: be onl . After adjournment he sought | who knew him well will resent this statement or take offense 
relief in the pureand climate of western North Caro- | thereat. He was always manly and dignified in his manner and 
lina; but the disease had him was a fatal malady, | conduct, yet ever affable and pleasant, whether on the floor of this 
and his indomitable will and brave heart in vain against committee room, in the Speaker's chair, on the street, 

e result, Deathcame to him in the very zenith of his 


, 

in public —, or in his own household. H+ was always 
positive and firm in. his convictions and opinions, and yet ever 
d and considerate with those who might differ with him. In 
all matters he was totally unselfish, and true patriotism—the gen- 
-eral welfare of his country—seemed to guide him in all his official 
conduct. He was not a great orator, but was’ a great, concisive 
debater. Asa husband and father he was ever loving, kind, and 

gentle. Those who knew him best appreciated him the most. 
Term after term the people of his Congressional district returned 
him to Congress with almost a unanimous voice. In the Fifty- 
second Con , when his party came in power, he was elected to 
the high and important office of Speaker of this House—the most 
im t Seam in the Union next to that of President. The 
ifty-third Congress again so honored him without any opposi- 
tion from his own party. He administered the office with great 
ability and impartiality. At the beginning of the present Con- 
was ee his party associates as their choice for 
@ same position. ile serving in this exalted position the 
governor of his beloved State, in willing obedience to the wishes 
of the people, tendered him the Senatorship by appointment to 
a vacancy in the United States Senate. And yet, while desir- 
ing the position thus so kindly offered him, he promptly declined 
the ee on the sole and patriotic ground that he could 
serve his country and party the better by retaining the Speaker- 
ship. Soon afterwards he was duly recommended as a candidate 


pears tee the ekiog, © They wore bath under sentence ae 
cf rutin, Barnaby, ooking spward toward themed ightnof the nigh 
©. Hugh, we shall know what makes the stars shine now.” 

Our faith here to-day ought to exceed that of the poor simpleton 
created by the rie aren. nd cake ohe we 
know what makes stars shine, but all the wonders of the vast 
universe shall be open to our search. Our homes shall be amon 

heavens; the that our 





sion his untimely death was acknowledged by an appropriate res- 


olution, followed by immediate adjournment for the day in honor 


To this felicity the friend we now with tenderness remember for the United States Senate by his party in Georgia with substan- 

has advanced. We would if we could, bring tial unanimity. But, alas, before he conld take his seat therein 

3 him back Can slowly and ——_ to again. We wait, | Tuthless Death cuthim down. But recently his young but worthy 

= reverently and , for summons to us to join him in | 8°, CuHaRLEs R. Crisp, was elected a member of this House 

| ss gome star that is , from eternity to eternity, with unfad- without opposition to succeed his illustrious father and fill out 
% ing luster in God’s ble wilderness of worlds. his unexpired term in this Congress. On the first day of this ses- 


Mr. LAYTON. Mr. Speaker, what is an ideal man? Who isa 














ipa ect man? Who can fully describe him? Where can he be of his memory. , regardless of section or party, conceded that 
ee? ates These questions a fruitful and varied field for | bis premature death in the prime of his manhood was a great loss 

x de the writer and varied, in fact, that I do not | t0 his State and the nation. No man, no newspaper, said an 
ss deem it wise or thereon or therein save for | U=kind word of him, but all, as we are now doing, sincerely regret 











and mourn his loss. Indeed may we say: 
None knew hin but to love him, 
Nor named him but to praise. 
Ohio mourns with Georgia over the loss of her distinguished son. 
To ev American citizen who desires or intends to follow 
public official life I most sincerely commend the life, character, 
and history of Cuartes F. Crisp. May we, our children, and 
our children’s children ever emulate his noble example. 


Mr. BANKHEAD. Mr. Speaker, to-day we stop for a brief 
season the onward current of our everyday duties to pay tribute 
to one who in life was most himself when engaged, as we are 

. in the business and affairs of this House. In the 
CHARLES FREDERICK CRIsP, representative life in Amer- 
ica lost one of its most brilliant ornaments and our nation one of 
and most exalted statesmen. 
now in this presence, about to speak my words of trib- 
our dead friend and associate, I feel crowding on me emo- 
of peculiar sadness. <All the keen pain and anguish that 
touched my heart at the immediate occasion of his death are 
renewed, and what I would say is almost stayed. In our greet- 
ings and farewells we have no set and studied phrases. When we 
grasp the hand of one we may not have not seen for years, or 
come to with one we may never see again, then it is that 
speech is and but sound, and the beaming eyes, the quiver- 
ing lips, the whole face give expression to an emotion beyond the 
reach of words, 
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Sir, when Mr. Crisp died he had barely passed the half-century 
mark. Born inthe year 1345, edueated in the common schools of 
his State, a mere lad of 16 he entered the Confederatearmy. From 
his enlistment in May, 1861, to his capture in May, 1864, he was a 
brave soldier, winning the confidence and love of his superiors. 
He knew the true import of the word duty, and all his subsequent 
career shows the inftnence on his life of the rigorous diseipline of 
active warfare. Of the part he took in this mighty conftict. I 
know how he felt, and that feeling I find embodied im the tribute 
paid by the distinguished Senator from Ohio [ Mr. SHERMAN] on 
the late Senator Randall Lee Gibson, of Louisiana: 


We have come to regard this fierce and qnguinery struggle as an inherit- 
ance from our fathers, growing out of an honest difference of opinion as to 
the framework of our Government. Poor human nature could provide no 
arbitrator to.settle this contention, but now that it has been set: by a sacri- 
fice of life and treasure almost unexampled in human history, it can be truly 
said that the result is heartily acquiesced in, and that no si fires can 
rise from the ashes. of the civil war to disturb the unity, integrity, and power 
of this great. Republic. 

One year after the close of hostilities found him admitted to the 
bar and located at Ellaville, Ga., in the practiceof the law, called by 
Burke “ one of the first and noblest of humar sciences.” For six 
years he toiled at his profession, straggling as its — 
bers do, with an effort to build up a payimg practice. i 
in 1872 his success had won him the first of the series of offices 
which was to end by his being the choice of the Empire State of 
the South for Senator in the United StatesCongress. In ——— 
he was appointed solicitor-general of the southwestern j I 
circuit, and after a twelvemonth he was reappointed for four 
years. In 1873 he removed to Americus, where he spent. the re- 
mainder of his ife. From 1877 to 1892 he was one of the superior 
court judges. The latter year closed his professional work as an | heartsand lives 
active practitioner. These sixteen years of his life represent a 
career full of interest. He was a successful lawyer. His ability 
commanded his first office and enabled him to hold it. As an 
advocate he was earnest and fearless. Transferred to the bench, 
his facilities easily adjusted themselves to the severe exactions of 
the position, and he was all that is looked for in the terms an 
upright and a just judge. 

Taking his seat in the Forty-eighth Congress, he early assumed 
that prominent place and developed those splendid qualities of 
leadership which won for him the Speaker’s chair of the Fifty- 
second and Fifty-third Congresses. His life and work here are 
known and read of all men. I know that I am im the limits of 
exact statement when I say that there are no acts of his while in this 


bedy that will not stand the test of the most searching criticiam. 

In his relations with his fellow-members he was always genial and 

pleasant. He seemed always happy; and while he might be lead- 
oor 


ing a galloping charge om this , his natural manner never 
became offensive, and at its conclusion his perennial humor and 
serene temmper returned. In his work as a Representative he was 
always busy, and no duty did he leave unperformed if possible of 
attention. His constituents had umbounded confidence and trust 
in him and in his power to serve them. 
Perhaps it was in his course as Speaker in this body that he 
displayed qualities of a higher order than in other field. 
His ability as a parliamentarian was remarkable. his Imeum- 
bency of this exalted seat and in his administration of its duties by his successor 
he won the admiration of his political opponents and was theidol | It was while engage 
of his friends. He was essentially fairand just. It was his desire ip that the premon 
to do right, and this he did at-all times, as he conceived if. i i 
decisive, impartial, unfailing in resource, he must be ranked with 
his greatest predecessors. 
While he was a good soldier, a successful lawyer, a learned 
judge, and a leader in the greatest representative assembly in the 
world, it is as a Christian gentleman he must be accorded the 
greatest honor. In his home life, which I can not here invade, he 
was ihe devoted, tender, and loving husband, and the ever fond, 
indulgent parent. I was first attracted to him because of his 
erderly habits of life and his loyal love of his home. Day by day 
I saw him come and go, in the halls of ess, in his intercourse 
with the world, in the bosom of his family, and I saw in his life 
the well-nigh perfect man. 
But he is gone from us now. Im a little while we should have 
seen him take his seat in the other end of the Capitol, but instead 
he has = up ee to a beyond — See there Fog 
peace.” journey done, he is resting now; he is sleeping 
sleep that knows no waking, careless alike of the day dawn or the 
twilight. For him the dark night of death was the sunburst of 
an eternal hereafte: 


above sun 
And dwells in heaven half the night. 









genial, ¢ nature, and with the promptness and readiness 
with he met every emergency. 
I rded him as a noble of American manhood, able, log- 
‘cal. “made, and self-reliant, and always courteous, couregeous, 
He was firm and sincere in his convictions, faithful to his friends, 
liberal to his o ts, fair, just, and conscientious, and unceas- 
in the of his duties - a Representative. 
was the al friend and champion of the people. He 
loved liberty, civil, perticnh, and religious, and he was devoted to 


government. 
was bothapatriotand aphilanthropist. Noman gave greater 
more continued evidence of his love of country, and no man 
| Was more prompt to aid a friend or give freely wo the needy and 















































He ed for what he regarded as the rights of the people, 
and did all in his power to pees the interests and promote the 
welfare and prosperity of the Republic, and the radiance of his 
‘in ty and the brightness of his honor were never assailed or 


q E 

He devoted to his wife, his children, and his home, and no 
hus or father was ever the recipient of more love and respect. 
His family circle was full of affection and sweet communion, and 
here he illustrated how happy a man could be who was trying to 







































pow: do his duty to his God, his family, and his country. 
most of our weakness dependence upon | His life and achievements illustrated not only the splendid op- 
God. Death isthe great leveler; he makes no between | portunities of our great Republic, but showed also the honorable 





success and t renown that will crown earnest efforts, strict 
integrity, and steadfast devotion to duty. 

The first and last conspicuous events in his life showed not only 
his courage, ability, and self-reliance, but also the confidence, ad- 
miration, and love lavished upon him by those who knew him best. 
At 16 years of age he proved his courage gnd self-reiiance by enlist- 
ing as a soldier in the Confederate army and bravely fighting until 
the close of the war for what he believed to be right. When he 
was 51 years of age, the people of Georgia, who had for more than 
a quarter of a century studied his public service and his fidelity 
to State and nation, sought to confer upon him the highest 
honor in their gift by making him a United States Senator, and 
practically all of the State senators and representatives elected 
were instructed by the people to honor him with this great office; 
but his death prevented this great trust and well-merited distinc- 
tion from being conferred upon him. 

His views on finance, taxation, education, commerce, agricul- 
ture, an economical administration of the Government, the sov- 
ereignty of the people, and the independence of the coordinate 
departments of the Government, and on all other important ques- 
tions presented, were often announced in strong and eloquent 
speeches, which are found in nearly every volume of the CONGREs- 
SIONAL Recorp issued since his service as Representative com- 
menced. 

As an earnest, fearless chamPion of Democracy, he was always 
ready to defend his party and bis principles, and he Joved to up- 
— and support the teachings and doctrines of Jefferson and 

ackson. 





















It was as Speaker of the House of Representatives he gained his 
highest honors and made himself most conspicuous before the 
country. His knowledge of parliamentary law and procedure, his 
equi , and the ease, dignity, firmness, and fairness with which 
he ded made him popular with the members of all political 

ies and enabled him to conduct the business with order and 
ispatch. I believe the dispassionate judgment of those over 
whom he presided for four years is that he is entitled to be remem- 
bered as one of the ablest and most accomplished of the Speakers 
of the House of Representatives. 

The history of Georgia is luminous with the names of brilliant, 
earnest, and faithful statesmen. Araong the ablest and strongest 
of that great galaxy the name of CHARLe#s F. Crisp has taken its 
permanent . His fame does not belong to Georgia alone, 
nor to the South, but to the whole Republic, and in Kentucky we 
will cherish his memory, and his fame will survive along with 
that of the other dead statesmen, jurists, and heroes—Hill, 
Toombs, Colquitt, and Brown—who did so much to make Georgia 

and illustrious. 
t is written in one of the tender and beautiful legends which 
the Talmud has preserved that at the moment of tho death of a 
man memories of his love and charity and good deeds float 
his mind to cheer and console him as his spirit soars 
away the cares and conflicts, the joys and sorrows, of life. 
If this be true, our friend in his last moments, when the darkness 
of death was settling upon him and the first glimpse of immor- 


tality was mening to seen, had much to soothe and comfort 
see gli 
benefited his 
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life, his early manhood, his mature years, 
he and glistening along his way good deeds 
ellow-men in the State and in the nation. 


could see fidelity and devotion to loved ones at home; he could 
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see charity and love, fragrantas flowers in springtime, heaetitying 
and ceestiaien a life well spent in the service ‘f his God his 


country, and at the end of it all, I believe, he could hear the wel- 
come plaudit, ‘‘ Well done.thou good and faithful servant; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


Mr. WELLINGTON. Mr. Speaker, amid the lengthening shad- 
ows of this midwinter afternoon the Representatives of our 
nation have met to mourn the untimely ending of a great career. 
The strong voice of active legislation is at rest, the fierce conten- 
tion of partisan debate is hushed, and in their stead solemn de- 
corum and order reign. To-day we are concerned not with the 
living, in the present, or the future, but the dead and the past. 
We call a halt in the march of life; we turn from the busy scenes 


and activities of living men to the — that nestles with many: 
Pp 


others in distant Georgia, in that place set apart for the habita- 
tions of the dead; and as we stand before it with sad and sorrow- 
ful mien, [ would lay a simple flower there while others may 
place a wreath of amaranth upon it as a tribute to the memory 
of CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP. 

From the quiet portals of the grave there come none but “fond 
regrets and tender recollections.” Resentments are forgotten, 
faults forgiven, and remembrance portrays to us in vivid pictures 
the virtues and noble actions of the departed. 

As we unroll the canvas of the last half century, whereon time 
hath painted in ineffaceable colors the life history of the distin- 
guished man whom we mourn, there are few foibles to condone 
and much that was noble to commend, 

The annals of a nation are written in the biography of its great 
men. The mass of the people have no history. The record of 
their lives is short and simple, and remains ever the same. They 
are born, they live, they die, and are forgotten; generation after 
generation meets the same fate. We blunder through youth, 
struggle in manhood; and if perchance we are fortunate enough 
+o reach old age, it is a scene of vain and unavailing regrets. But 
there are men who, by the force and power of talent or genius, 
indomitable will, or never-ceasing perseverance, lift themselves 
above their fellows, and in the record of their lives write history 
for their people. Such aman was CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP. 
Not a brilliant man, perhaps; not one whose name will flash with 
lustrous light, for he did not live in a time when splendid efful- 
gence reigned. Yet when the records of this commonplace i 
of American national life are made up, his figure will stand outin 
bold relief as one who stood by his section, who partook of the 
bitterness of sectional strife, and yet was broad enough to rise 
above rancor, and developed into a national character, which, 
though tinged with sectionalism, grew gradually until he reached 
the loftier elements of patriotism, humanity, and a gentleness 
rarely observed among men. 

Born in the stormy times when the unavoidable conflict was 
rapidly approaching, he had reached the days of youth when sec- 
tional strife began. The bitter struggles of that eventful period 
have become a story of the past, and a generation of men have been 
born and grown into manhood since the great civil war. To me 
it is a memory of childhood. Yet I can well remember when the 
two opinions of government, which had existed an mistic to 
each other since the formation of the Republic, divided our land 
and arrayed one part against the other. 

In the North there had grown the idea of a strong Federal Gov- 
ernment, such as had been portrayed by the Deciaration of Inde- 
a. In the South there was the sentiment of a confedera- 

ion of States, such as had been contemplated in the Articles of 
Federation which bound the colonies in the Se 
These two rival —_ met upon the border; there sen t 
was divided, and therefore upon the borderland can be found that 
ent which perhaps will give in more impartial manner 

it to each and both for the valor, heroism, and self-sacrifice 
with which each section maintained what it believed to be right. 

When the great struggle came, Mr. Crisp, who was then a youth, 
cast his fortunes with his native State. Georgia had broken the 
bonds that bound her to the Federal Union. She had joined her- 
self to that other government which had been named by the South- 
ern States. Crisp had been reared in the school of State rights, 
of sovereignty for the Commonwealth, and therefore it was but 
natural to him to give allegiance to the Commonwealth which, 
though not the place of his birth, had given him sustenance through 
childhood and youth, and from which he had received all she had 
to give. 

mid all the changeful fortunes and vicissitudes of internecine 


strife the days of his youth passed into manhood, -and in the for- 
tunes of war he 


ja 
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against the General Go 
tories and defen, 


CrisP’s life; it fashioned all 
verted much of 


ments and broader views, 
rendered greater service to his 
than CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP. 
of Representatives, while it 
to the atmosphere in which he lived 
whom he served, demonstated that 
row confines of his State, view the 
and, step by step, guide the Southern 
tage ground where hands a 
made for the whole American 


him, admired 
sified that sentiment and feeling. 


As a leader of men of his own opinion, he was 


masterful. To the 
quently charitable. 
gentle, b 

stan 


Be go 


a prisoner in the hands of the Federal | 8#i4. 


became 
There he remained until the conflict was ended and the | these 


troops. 

t —— upon which the ty of this Government 
on ed was forever put at rest. first period of his life was 
closed. The sentiment of State sovereignty, which had colored 


his youth and led him to take up arms at the behest of his State | 5 
















Judge CRisP was ambitious, “ that glorious feult of angels and 
He had ambition for official pein not for its empty 

and perishing emoluments, but for the privilege and oppor- 
——. gave him toserve hisesuntry. His ambition was neither 
a nor inordinate. He was ambitious to do the most good 
within the compass of a life's duration, and to that end he conse- 
crated the best energies of his mind and his honest heart. He 
wanted to go to the Senate, sine qua non of every statesman’s 
ambition, but his desire to attain this exalted station did not over- 






come his fixed p to serve his country where he could do his 
country most good. While we can not say of him what Antony 
said of Julius , “I thrice presented him a kingly crown—he 


did thrice refuse,” yet we all do know that he was once presented 
with a seat in the American Senate and that he did once refuse 
it, because his friends and his party thought he could render tho 
country greater service by remaining Speaker of this House, and 
with him their wish was law. He was assured by the present 
able and iotic junior Senator from Georgia [Mr. Bacon], who 
was at time,an aspirant for the position, that if he would 
——* intment to the office of Senator tendered him 
by orthen, made vacant by the death of the beloved 
and lamented Colquitt, he would have no opposition for the sne- 
cession before the legislature; therefore his acceptance at that 
time meant the fulfillment of the cherished ambition of his life. 
Yet he made the personal sacrifice for the public good. Some 
men are stim to great achievements by the love of glory, 
others by the thirst for power, but the sentiment that absorbed 
the thought and thrilled the heart of Judge Crisp was !ove of 
country. 







































































Breathes there the man with soul so dead 
Who never to himself hath said, 
This is my own, my native land! 















his ae greatest a of =~ world’s history are those who fought 
and ; battlesagainstselfandconquered. Crisp didthis. He fought 
resourees at the right time and direct his. with the best | 4); “a vm = Pe iene a aera 
possible effect al did he devel eee eS he kept the faith, he gained the victory, and wears the 


crown. 
Pure and unselfish patriotism was his distinguishing character- 


Mr. Speaker, Georgia, ever proud of the achievements of her 
sons, looked upon this, her favorite, with peculiar pride and fond- 
ness,and her people, unforgetful of the sacrifices he had made for 



















































































frequently disarmed opposition his kindness and urbanity. |tpom wi San eal Tile: Rien, ae 

Those, however, who met him in debate found that there were | Het Seeaiiae berth oken, bie great beart ccvssd 1. 

blows to take as well as blows to , ot el beat. And thus this light was extinguished im the very blaze of 

of nitenen hams him in the divi ; his test political triumph; he reached forth his hand to take 
as theesets 2 may oe his —— gift of the Senatorial mean mneroe® a shroud. 

OquUenes; others : been equal soundness . Speaker, as the stars go down to rise on some fairer shore 
judgment and the fairness with which he exercised ; v4 tog ae 
aes wer, and perhaps he had his. in the ial q so our friend passes through the ‘oom of the grave to another and 
i ye which he eminently Sieanttheds tea ualities | immortal condition = life. To a annealed in the blood of the 
ey =an.00 men possessing | crucified Gallilean, there is no ; 

all these high attributes in combination are rarely found. J ; : 

-- Crisp them all. His was a clear, active, incisive —— There is no death! What seems so is transition; 
lect. Ho wea-efinent and an upright and im- a ee ty hag rn 
partial an able and de a ready and onto 

% we ta. 

skillful and as a Speaker of this House for 
ability fairness he to history the peer of Blaine and | _ Divine revelation flashes from the sheen of the cross upon the 

. Randall. He was a polished and genial in darkness of the grave, the light of life, and anchors the broken 

manner and spirit as an ‘“daceataoanane morn” in May, a | heart of humanity, by the cable of faith, to the cherished truths 

‘ a bold and fearless a faithful and confiding friend, and | of the resurrection and immortality. The religion of Christianity 
: more than this, than all, he was that “noblest work | offers the only rational solution of the problems of life and deat. 
%y x _  f God, an honest man.” was— We shall meet our friend and associate again, with a!l those who 
oo SER ie have us. 
ee be We may not sunder the veil apart, 
; . Judge Crisp sent We only know iat thaiiecke cence —s 
. of those who came in sail with us o'er life’s stormy sea; 






Yet somewhere, I know, on the unseen shore, 
They watch and beckon and wait for me. 
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his| Our distinguished co and beloved friend was as felicitious 

, : ; . in death as he was pine cm life. He had lived long and well 

ee ae ; in a few brief _—. ‘nee _— his country well and faith- 
buman breast. V ee of fully, in positions igh trust and great honor. He was in the 
a friend. im all tide of matured intellectual manhood, and in the noonday 





aaaars of national fame. Age had not palsied his great pow- 

ers, disappointment had not paied the star of his hope, nor frozen 

or of his love. His a well done, his fame assured _ 
part country’s history, ‘‘ He wraps the drapery of his couch 

of about him and lies down to pleasant dreams,” with every flower on 

ee his tomb wet with a nation’s tears. 

Soe a ety ge “i . 
ag YP a 

















Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, when I first knew Cuar.Les 
F. Crisp he was a very, very young man. He had been appointed 
solicitor-general of one of the circuits in the State of Georgia. and 
go well and so faithfully did Le perform his duties as solicitor, 
that when he asked an i t to the judgeship of the same 

he received it at hands of the governor. So well did 
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he perform the duties of judge—no stain, no criticism, no slander 
was cast upon him or Mis administration—that at the end of his 
first term he was elected by the Georgia legislature for a second 


term. 

In all his life he performed his duties well. Beginning without 
much of this world’s goods, with but few friends, and with a 
limited education, he learned to trust implicitly in that old adage 
that— 


Honor and shame from no condition rise; 
Act well your part; there all the honor lies. 


From his early manhood until the day of his death he wasa 
practical, upright, honest official in every capacity, whether State 
or national. 

In 1883 we had a very noted political contest, such as had not 
taken place for many years in Georgia. There was opposition to 
the nomination and election of the then acting governor, and thers 
was a combination to beat him. There were, I believe; four or five 
candidates who were prominent. Two of them were very nearly 
equal, and controlling almost the entire vote of the convention. 
Indge Crisp was a delegate at that time in behalf of a man who 
had but 13 votes in the convention. Iwasa delegate, and when we 
met, the great question to solve was who should act as the perma- 
nent president of that convention. Neither of the dominantcandi- 
dates could afford to allow his rival to name the presiding officer. 
There was a committee of thirteen appointed to suggest a presiding 
officer, and I am glad that I had the pleasure, as a member of that 
committee, of suggesting CHaRLEs F’. Crisp and of stating in the 
committee room that, of all the men who were accredited as dele- 
gates to that convention on that day, CHARLEs F. CRIsP was, in 
my humble opinion, one of the fairest-minded and most impartial 
and honest men in the convention. The suggestion was accepted; 
he was elected, and well and satisfactory did his selection prove 
to ail interested parties. That was the beginning of his political 
life. 

Mr. Speaker, so much has been said of CHARLEs F. Crisp to-day, 
both as to his life and as to his character, and the day has worn 
so far away, and there are so many others who are anxious to 
say something in his behalf, that I shall only consume a moment 
or two more of time. Iwas with him much during the last year. 
I have been intimate with him for many years. I have seen him 
in sunshine and under the clouds. I have seen him in prosperity 
and in adversity, but never in all my life did I see CHARLEs F. 
Crisp so sorely tried as during the last year. When he thought 
of entering the race for United States Senator before the a 
Georgia, the proposition was that this question should be re- 
manded to the people, by primaries that should select the name 
of the Senator, believing that the Georgia legislature would in- 
dorse their action. It is well remembered by everybody on the 
floor of the House that a very strong man—a young man, strong 
in mind and in body—met him on the hustings in Georgia, con- 
testing his claim to the Senatorship on account of his financial 
views. 

It was intimated, when Mr. Crisp left the field and failed to fill 
the engagements on hand, that it was for other reasons than his 
physical condition. He was criticised by the papers at home in 
some instances and by newspapers abroad. No one knew but Mr. 
Crisp his real condition. No physician who had attended him or 
prescribed for him knew his sufferings and the peculiar condition 
physically, under which he labored. Hewithdrew. He submitted 
to those adverse criticisms and talked to me about it more than 
once. I was with him, Mr. Speaker, when he made his last speech 
on earth. Called by the ple of Rome, Ga., and the surround- 
ing country last fall to deliver a political speech, he had a mag- 
nificent audience, and never in my life did I see a speaker who 
nerved himself so thoroughly to do his fall duty and measure wu 
to his full capacity as did CHARLEs F. Crisp on that occasion. It 
was painful to see the effort he made to meet the expectations of 
the vast crowd that was hanging upon his lips. Yet he partially 
failed; it was his last effort. He only talked for a few minutes, 
and had to sit down. There were but few, perhaps, including Mr. 
Crisp himself, who were aware of how fatal the malady was or 
would be, and how soon it would take him from his sphere of 
action. 

Permit me to say in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, that his death was 
a national loss; but a much greater loss to Georgia, and to his 
home circle and to his personal friends an irreparable loss. He 
was an honest man, a good man, a discreet man, a wise man, a 
kind man, a liberal man, a manly man. 


Mr.LAWSON. Mr. Speaker, on the 23d day of October last the 
soul of CHARLES F. CRISP, a great ian and an honored mem- 
ber of this body, passed through the gates of death into the pres- 
ence of God. On that day his eyes rested for the last time on the 
autumnal splendors of his Southern skies. At such aseason life is 
precious. For no artist, however deep his inspiration or exalted 
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walked these streets, ascended these steps, and had their little 
day of honor, fame, and pleasure, and have joined the silent 


Crisp, in whose honor we have met here this afternoon, 
like all the rest, is but an illustration of Gray’s immortal! Elegy in 
a Country Churchyard, that— 


The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 


‘These considerations should lead us to look away to that undis- 
covered country, should lead us to seek for honor and treasure 
laid up “where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal.” How it should lead us to 
strive for that incorruptible crown of glory that fadeth notaway, 
for those enduring honors that will stand when the marble crum- 
bles, when the bronze turns to dust, and when the canvas fades— 
will stand when the elements have melted with fervent heat and 
the works thereof are burned up. 

Mr. Speaker, to know CHaARLes F. Crisp was to love the man. 
I disagreed with this distinguished statesman upon nearly every 
political question, upon economic and financial questions, but I 


a a his self-denial, and in the fullness of | am here to bear testimony to the fact that I believe he was a thor- 

, when he accept the office without a sacrifice of duty oars honest and sincere man. I am here to say that he was a 
they, with ee eden Didor a indicated and courteous gentleman; and I am here to say that he 
him as choice for the ‘that remained to | bore the duties of that great office which you enjoy, Mr. Speaker, 





and whose responsibilities you know so well—I am here to say that 
he bore those great honors wiih a quiet modesty and dignity. 
CHARLEs F. Crisp was a gentleman in the widest, broadest sense 
of these words. Shakespeare says: 


The evil that men do lives after them; 
The good is oft interred with their bones. 


I have often thought when reading that that he spoke ironically. 
I think exactly the opposite is true. I think we love to recount 
the ‘virtues of our deceased friends rather than their failings and 
faults. The distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania { Mr. 
DALZELL] has said that Speaker Crisp had faults; but he has 
truly and justly said that his virtues far outshone them; his gen- 
tleness, his culture, his urbanity of manner, even to his political 
opponents as well as his friends, was a marked characteristic of 











that he was a loving, dutiful, and t husband and father. 
No man’s life is faultless. No man’ 











was spotless. . No.one ever oned his in great man, who nowsleeps in the soil of his own loved State, 
rity, and no or slander ever cast a upon the clear | the great empire State of Georgia. ss 

. It was above reproach. His affable | Mr. Speaker, Mr. Cuaries F’. Crisp died in the zenith of his 
manners and drew men to him and | fame. @ died*at the post of duty, as one should wish to die. 
. them with Leohe of steel.” No aspersion of his polit- | You remember, Mr. Speaker, when the surgeons gathered around 
ical ever lips; of | Mr. Garfield in the depot when he was stricken down by the 






vilest assassin that ever cursed the earth, he asked Dr. Bliss: 
** Doctor, is the wound mortal?” And you remember the answer 
that the doctor made. Said he: “Mr. Garfield, we fear the 
worst.” And that great man said: “ Doctor, I am not afraid to 
die.” Why not? Because he was at the post of duty. One of 
my illustrious and distinguished predecessors, who for sixteen 

ears represented in yonder Hall the district which I have the 

onor to represent—John Quincy Adams, the old man eloguent— 
died in yonder Hall in 1848. He died as he lived—at the post of 
duty, like this man. He died on his shield, and his laet words 
were: “‘This is the last of earth. 1 am content.” Surely the 
place where a statesman would wish to die! 

Some of the oldest people who live in my country will tell you 
that their grandparents told them about a dark day. It occurred 
on the 19thday of May, 1780. It began to grow dark at 19 o'clock 
in the morning, and at noon it was so durk in New England thai 
a could not see to read outdoors. Our fathers had very few 

besides the Bible, and in that book they read that God had 
appointed a day in which He would judge the world. Very many 
; the good le of New England thought the day of judgment 
a 2 was at hand. deed, Mr. Speaker, as you know, the strange 
- on has never been explained. The only explanation 
ever offered was that the smoke from dense forest fires in the 
West met a dense fog from the East. At any rate, on the 19th 
day of May, 1780, at noonday in New England a man could not 
see to read out of doors. This dark day overtook the Connecticut 
house of assembly in session; and amidst profound silence and 
gloom, one of the members arose in his place and said: 


































































































, it is evident that some strange and won erful providence of 

is upon us, by which we can not see to read at noontime. It 

may sir, that the day of ju entisat hand. In view of this strange and 
providence of move you, sir, that the Connecticut house of 






assem Oo now adjourn. 


There was another member of the houseof assembly, whose namo 
was Abraham Davenport, and he was a Quaker; and he stood up 
in his place and opposed the motion. He said: 


Mr. President, I am opposed to the motion toadjourn. Iam utterly unab 

explain the darkness. It may be that some strange and wonderful provi- 
of God is upon us. It may be, as my brother said, that the day of 
and “3 











But, sir, as | know of no better place to be overtaken by 
j ent at the post of duty, I move you, sir, that the 
be in and the act be read again. 
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It was done; and the business of the house went on. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have faith to believe that if you and I, like 
CHARLES F. Cuaar. and John Quincy Adams, and James Abram 
Garfield, and Abraham Davenport, are found at the post of ay. 
in the largest meaning of those words, having our peace 
with God, we need not fear death or the judgment. Surely this 
man died at the post of duty: he died bravely and he sleeps well; 
his name and his memory and his record will be rovenat Ue his 
countrymen to the remotest time. Fare you well, CHARLES F, 
Crisp! We shall see you no more on the shores of time. We say 
to you a last and sad farewell. 


Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that gentlemen who have spoken on the pending resolutions 
may have leave to extend their remarks, and that others may have 
the privilege of furnishing remarks for publication within the 
next ten days. 

There was no objection; and it was ordered accordingly. 

The question being then taken, the resolutions were agreed to; 
and in accordance therewith (at 5 o’clock and 55 minutes p. m.) 
the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the fcllowing executive com- 
munications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
follows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
reports from the ac counting officers of the Treasury Department, 
with lists of delinquent officers during the year 1896—to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the president of the Anacostia and Potomac Rail- 
way Company, transmitting a statement of receipts and expendi- 
tures for the year ending December 31, 1896, together with a list 
of stockholders—to the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
list ot amounts due the Union and Kansas Pacific Railroad com 
nies; also settlements in favor of the Central Branch, Union Pacific 
Railroad Company—to the Committee on Appropriations, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


OF COMMITTEES ON 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Tnder clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the sereral Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. BABCOCEK, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, to which was referred the joint resolution of the House (H. 
Res. 228) providing for additional telegraphic and electric-light 
facilities in the city of Washington, D. C., during the inaugural 
ceremonies on the 4th day of March, i897, reported the same with- 
out amendment, accompanied by a ‘report (No. 2533); which said 
bill and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to which was referred House bill No. 9491, reported in 
lieu thereof a bill (H. R. 10023) setting apart a plot of public 
ground in the city of Washington, in the istrict of Colum 
for memorial purposes, under the auspices of the Natio 
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, accom- 
panied by a report (No. 2534); which said bill and report were 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (S, 3071) 
entitled -‘ An act to authorize the construction of a bridge over 
the Monongahela River from the borough of Braddock tothe town- 
ship of Mifflin, Pa., reported the same without amendment, ac- 
companied by a report (No. 2588); which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under — 2 of Rule XIM, private bills and resolutions were 
severall from delivered to the Cierk, and 
refe to > tao Ceaattes of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. SHANNON, from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia: The bill (H. R. 4279) to cure the title to certain real 
estate in the District of Columbia. ‘ . 

By Mr. BISHOP, from the Committee on Military Affairs: The 
bill (H. R. 8275) toremove the charge of desertion standing against 
Me a Danie ot sense No. 2536.) 

from the Committee on Invalid 


REPORTS PUBLIC BILLS AND 


ard. (Report No. 2539. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


ADVERSE REPORT. 


7 oo es he 
on i t 
the bill (H. R. 6910 

against James F, O 

on the table. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND ameoasieniaa 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred ets 


follows 

By Mr. SHERMAN: A bill (H. <a ee 
entitled * An act to commerce ”—to the Committee on 
ue VAN pete, A joint resolution (H. Res. for 

y 
relief of Robert L. ao Ceaninieoen — = 


en aa 
on bukatens. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under cues of Rule XXII, bills of the following titles _ 
were — ees and referred as 
FITZGERALD: A bill (H. R. 10024) for the amendment _ 
-t 7 A ee a 2 
Military Affairs. 

r. OTEY: ta 
Whitten, Company K, 
teers—to the Committee 
. =. eS ee 

0 orrison, of Shelby County, 
Claims. 


y Mr. REED: A bill H.R, 10027) to correct the naval record 
of John itichard Dimock to to the Committee on 


Affairs. 
Mr. ee Mt See tiny for the relief of — 
wil ohnson, administrator of Thomas J. deceased, — 
County, Tenn.—to the Committee on Claims, — 
By Mr. SPENCER: A bill 
Hunt, administratrix of the estate of George 


ae oe 


F. Hunt, 


late of Claiborne County, Miss.—to the Committee on War” s 


By Mr. Vs ee request): A bill (H. R. 10030 
to canteak the Tooley, aliag Jam a 


Heney—to the 
By Mr. WHEELER: ‘A bill (LR. ) for the relief of Anthony — 
Butiso. a bill (EE Be 10082) for the vot John T. Lehman, of _ 

,a i [ ? 
Lauderdale County, Ala.—to the Committee on War 
i ee oe a ee ee , of 
Ala.—to the Committee on War 


ie bl (BO) granting « pension to Sarah O 





>a al er . 


(H. R. 10029) for the relief of Anna : 





tion from theSecretary of the Treasury, transmitting for the con- 
sideration of Congress a communication from the 
the Interior of the 14th instant, an estimate of 
priation in lieu of an estimate to the Senate on the 
4th instant, for a chief of census ; which, with the accom- 

was referred to the Committee on 4 
and be printed. 

ORIGINAL DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA TERRITORY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 


tion from the A im response to a 
resolution of December 17, 1896, a statement of what 2p eam 
the present of the United States in the State of Virginia 


States, etc.; which, with the accom papers, was referred 
to the Comimittee on the District of Colum and ordered to be 


from the Civil Service in response to a resolution of 
the 14th instant, that in obedience to the requirement of the 
law of January 16, the Commission on 29, 1896, made 
to the President, transmission to annual report 
for the fiscal year 1895; which was to the Committee on 
and and ordered to be printed. 


REPORT OF THE CAPITAL TRACTION COMPANY. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the annuai re- 
egg then capa or “anemone 9 , of the District of Colum- 
for the ended December 31, 1896; which was referred to 
the on the District of Columbia, and 


DISTRICT CHARITIES AND REFORMATORY INSTITUTIONS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT Mr. Martin a member on 
the part of the Senate of Joint Select Committee to Make 
of the Charities and Reformatory Institutions of the 


i of Columbia, in place of Mr. Harris, excused. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


Croach; 



































bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
to the on Military B 
H. R. 710) to remove the charge of desertion against 








R. for the relief of Dewitt Es : 

HE 200) for the rel of Bail Hudson; 

R. 3851) to reimburse Phillip Kirshner for money 
services eS eee Regiment of Ohio 
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The bill (H. R. 939) for the relief of Cogswell & Co. was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The (H. R. 2859) ting a pension to Harriet F. Herrick 
_ reaa twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 


ons. 

The bill (H. R. 9752) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
authorize the construction of a steel bridge over the St. Louis 
River between the States of Wisconsin and Minnesota,” approved 
April 24, 1894, as amended by an act approved August 4, 1894, 
entitled ‘‘An act to amend an act to authorize the construction of 
a steel bri over the St. Louis River between the States of Min- 
nesota and Wisconsin,” was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

The bill (H. R. 6883) to incorporate the Convention of Ameri- 
can Instructors of the Deaf was read twice by its title. 

’ Mr. McMILLAN. I ask thatthe bill may lic on the table. 
the same as a Senate bill now on the Calendar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. it will be so ordered. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT announced his signature to the follow- 
ing enrolled bills and joint resolution, which had previously been 
signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

A bill (S. 206) to provide an American register for the steamer 
Kahului; 

A bill (S. 1424) to amend an act entitled “An act to amend sec- 
tion 4178, Revised Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ 
names at bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the 
draft,” approved February 21. 1891; 

A bill (S. 1725) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and Gulf 
Railway to construct and maintain a bridge across Red River, at 
the city of Alexandria, La.; 

A bill (S. 1741) to authorize the Muskogee, Oklahoma and West- 
ern Railroad Company to construct and operate a line cf railway 
threugh Oklahoma and the Indian Territory, and for other pur- 


It is 


poses; 

A bill (S. 2334) construing the acts of Congress in relation to 
the award of life-saving medals; 

A bill (H. R. 4538) for the relief of John Keefe; 

A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water system; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. 189) providing for the erection of a 
Government building at the Tennessee Centennial Exposition. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of the Dlinois State Grange, 
praying for the establishment of a free rural maii delivery; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Healso presented a petition of Local Branch No. 5, Junior Steam 
Fitters’ Association, of Chicago. [ll., praying for the enactment of 
legislation providing for the protection of seamen on the Great 
Lakes; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Healso presented a petition of the Board of Trade of Alton, I1., 
praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; which 
was or to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the general assembly of the 
State of Indiana, praying for the passage of House bill No. 3273, 
relating to the classification of clerks in first and second class 
pwoge Pood which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of M.J.O’Shea, of Chicago, iL, 
remonstrati inst the ratification of the arbitration treaty 
; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 


He also presented the memorial of Delaney & Murphy, whoie- 
sale liquor dealers, of Chicago, Ill., remonstrating against the pas- 
House bill No. 8582, allowing the bottling of distilled 
spirits in bond; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
He also presented a petition of the Christian Ministers’ Associa- 
tion, of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation 
to prevent the nullification of interstate antigambling laws; which 
was referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by the Illinois State 
Grange, favoring the establishment of the equality of the sexes at 
the ballot box; which were referred to the Select Committee on 
Woman Suffrage. 

He also ee @ petition of the Illinois State Grange. pray- 

for establishment of postal savings banks; which was 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Cincinnati Baptist Ministers’ 
‘Conference,of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the enactment of leg- 














islation relating to bling by telegraph and express; which 

was referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 
| He also ted the memorials of Rev. J. B. McCrary, pub- 
lisher of the Bap lis; of Bailey & aoe, pub 
of the 4% 
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pany, and of W. H. Mansfield, publisher of the Roseland Review 
all in the State of Illinois, remonstrating against the passage 0 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- class mail matter; 
a were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of J. R. Hammond, editor of 
the Arkansas Commonwealth, of Little Rock, Ark., remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petitions of John R. Marshall, publisher 
of the Record, of Yorkville; of H. W. Austin, president of the 
Oak Park State Bank, of Oak Park, and of Cad Allards, all in the 
State of Dlinois, praying for the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CULLOM. I have just received a dispatch in the nature of 
a petition from the Bankers’ Club of Chicago, which I will read: 


Resolved, That the Bankers’ Club of Chicago hereby indorses the accred- 
ited representatives of the United States and Great Britain, and calls upon 
the Senate, in the interest of peace, the welfare of the business of the coun A 
and the advancement of civilization, to ratify it without unnecessary dela 

JOHN J. MITCHELL, President. 
W. D. CG STREET, Secretary. 


I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present resolutions of the Kansas City 
Live Stock Exchange, in regard to the necessity of amending the 
law touching chattel mortgages in the Indian Territory. I believe 
a House bill for this purpose has been introduced, and I think 
there is a similar measure pending before the Judiciary Commit- 
tee of the Senate. I ask that the petition be referred to that com- 
mittee with the accompanying letter from the president of the 
Kansas City Live Stock Exchange, J. R. Stoller, and also a simi- 
lar letter from Tootle, Wheeler & Motter, of St. Joseph, and 
one from Murray Carleton, of the Wear & Boogher Dry Goods 
Company, of St. Louis. I think the Committee on the Judiciary 
is the committee which has that bill, and I hope it will act very 
promptly upon the matter. I move that the petition and accom- 
panving papers be referred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the memorials of William Davis 
Foster, editor of Medical Arena, of Kansas City, Mo.; of W. R. 
Adams, publisher of Taney County Sentinel, of Taney ‘ville, Mo., 
and of Anton E. Neumeister, M. D., publisher of the Medical 
Arena, of Kansas City, Mo., remonstrating ainst the passage of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to vere 6 class mail matter; 
which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads. 

Mr. PEFFER. I present the petition of Rev: J. C. Post, of 
Mulvate, Kans.,in which he asks Congress ‘‘ to submit to the legis- 
latures of the several States an- amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States requiring the Supreme Court of the United 
States, when ruling any act of Congress as in violation of the Con- 
stitution, to immediately submit their decision to Congress in the 
same way that a Presidential veto is submitted, with their reasons 
for such adverse action. Whereupon Congress shall consider the 
reasons upon which such adverse decision is made, and, if, after 
such consideration, Congress shall by a majority vote reaffirm 
their action, notwithstanding said action of the Supreme Court, 
then said law shall become a part of said Constitution.” I move 
that the petition be referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PEFFER presented the memorials of L. 8. Roby, publisher 
of the Kansas Endeavorer, of Topeka, Kans.; of the publishers of 
the Farmers’ Vindicator, of Valley Falls, Kans., and of P. F. 
Yearont, publisher of Emporia Times, Emporia, Kans., remon- 
strating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented the memorial of Foster Bros., pub- 
lishers of the Gladwin County Record, of Gladwin, Mich., and the 
memorial of Eugene Glass, publisher of the Dog Fancier, of Bat- 
tlecreek, Mich., remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud vill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

‘He also presented a petition of the West Chester State Normal 
School and sundry citizens of West Chester, Pa., praying Con- 

_— restore the former law of the District of Columbia against 
mnday traffic; which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Fifth Conference of 
the Foreign Missions Boards and Societies in the United States and 
Canada, praying for aspeedy ratification of the arbitration treaty; 
which was referred to the Committee on F Relations. 

He also presented the memorial of John Cal Callecwend, wil publisher 


of the Courier, of 
Charles, Le 
monstrating against 

to second-class mail ma 

on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr, PLATT presented the Bogart, pres- 
ident of the Twenty-third ard Bank and 100 other citizens of 
New York City, pra ae to authorize the Secretary of 
War tocontract wit ton and his associates for the 
entire work of the Harlem Kills Canal; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GALLINGER presented a memorial of the Boston 
Trade Association, of Boston, Mass., remonstrating against 
passage of the so-called Loud bill in its present form, and praying 
that the matter of second-class mail be referred to a commission 
to investigate and report a bill to remedy whatever abuses may 
now exist; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offlices 
“a ale ae ted memorials of Josiah B. Dy 

e also presen er, 

Dyer & Co., publishers of the Stone Trade ens of owe of Cone 
Lewis W. Brewster & Son, publishers of the Portsmouth 
of Portsmouth; of A. F. Rowell, publisher of the Lancaster 
Gazette, of Lancaster; of F. W. Bittinger, finger, publisher of tameate 
News, of Woodsville; of E. W. To publisher of the Inde- 
pendent, of Salmon Falls; of W. A. Whiting, manager of the 
Emerson Paper Company, of Sunapee, all in the State of New 
Hampshire, remonstra against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

of 


Mr. CALL. I present the petition adopted at a mass meeting 
citizens of Pensacola, Fla., of which J. J. Sullivan was president, 
and other named officers, including Mr. 8. R. * cater, 
member of Con The paper states that the S 
ment in the conduct of the war against the of Cuba 1 have 
disregarded the laws of humanity and of ci warfare in 
massacring the wounded and d@ ,and bute nonsombel: 
ants, and have devastated and laid waste the It further 
states that the principles of peg ae: and justice = 
sacred to the American people, and they-view with 
the conduct of the Government of Spain ey Lee the Cubans 
ee ae een aS Ce 
petition prays the Congress 
rights of t he pore of Cuba, who desire now to form a govern- 
ment, and extend the hand of fellowship to them. ‘ move that 
the petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LODGE presented a memorial of the Boston Paper Trade 


Association, of Boston, Mass., remonstrating tg agit fe page 


of the so-called Loud bill in its present form, 


Greenville, Ohio, and the memorial 
publisher of the Ohio Chronicle, of of, OW. 
of theso-called 
theso-called Loud bil, relaling 


of Charles W. 


cnatter of second-claas Saat he seliered Gace eaeaseiani te ovale 


tigate and re a bill to remedy whatever abuses may now exist 
which was refered to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post. 


Tae seoentede pete tS er 

Sisk ot outane io corporal panishnen Se satis cae wed 
as relates ent ou 

was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

He also presented a petition of 143 Aeposisonsat the failed Freed- 
man’s Savings Bank, praying sufficient 
money to reimburse them for their from the fail- 
ure of that bank; ‘which War teaereel te aay" Conaaniline om Wf 


nance. Sa 
He sles a puch the he peaprage nb ge g Com- — 
mae 


ing Company of 
so-called Loud bill, 
was referred to the 

He also presented the memorial of H 
H. Gumberts & Son, and Otto D 
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National quor D 


Baltimore, Md. 
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Mr. PLATT. It is the Curtis bill that was referred, after pass- 
ing the other House, to the Judiciary Committee. The same bill 
‘was pending before the Committee on Indian Affairs, having been 
introduced in the Senate: and when we reach the order of bills I 
eee erowece another bill this morning covering the same 
ground. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Committee on the Judiciary is to be 


’ ; | discharged and the bill referred to the Committee on Indian 
w to the Affairs? 
Sir, MITCHELL of Wisconsin presented a petition of the Board Th VICE-PRESIDENT. Inth 
i °o a e 3 T. the absence of objection, it will b 
of Trade of La Crosse, Wis., ¢ for the appointment of a bank- | so ordered. . es 
i os currency 5 was referred to the Com-| Mr. CULLOM. Iam instructed by the Committee on Appro- 


priations, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9643) making 
oo for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses 
of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, and 
for other Line price to report it with sundry amendments and 
submit a brief statement of facts as a report. J give notice that - 
to-morrow morning, or as soon thereafter as I can get the oppor- 
tunity to call it wp, I shall ask for the consideration of the biil. 

ro VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar. 

Mr. McMILLAN, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, to whom was referred the joint resolution (8. R. 187) relating 
to the laying of electric subways in the District of Columbia, 
reported it without amendment. 

r. CHANDLER. Ishould like to ask the Senator from Michi- 
gan, the chairman of the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
whether he proposes to bring up the joint resolution for action 
either to-day or some near day. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I will answer the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire that the measure will go on the Calendar and can be called 
up by any Senator. Iam not particularly anxious that the joint 
resolution shall come up this morning. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Iask whether the joint resolution will arrest 
the present work on the streets of Washington. 

Me. McMILLAN. It would, if passed. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It seems to me that either to-day or to- 
morrow some time ought to be fixed for the consideration of the 


He also ted a petition of the Board of Trade of La Crosse, 
Win, grating Gerthe tsbibcbmast of 0 ent of commerce 
and manufactures; which was referred to the Committee on 


Roads. 

Mr. GORDON presented resolutions at a meeting of the 
General Assembly Home Missions of the ibyterian Church of 
the Ynited States (Southern), held at Atlanta, Ga., relative to 
Lat se ioe the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations; which 
were to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BATE presented the memorials of Rosenblett & Dolby, pub- 
lishers of the Musicial Idea, of Greenville, Tenn.; of Henry H. 


: , joint resolution, if it is to have any effect whatever. The fact that 

Ws ge - the ” Times, of = wperts Seo -_ tt is reported by the committee indicates that they think the con- 
Ppp ‘ bill. re to ng ii tea st: uction of the present ditches and the tearing up of pavements 
passage . so-called moet Wk ee t-Off d ought to be stopped by act of Congress. If the work is to be 
Pa _ were referred = oar. the joint resolution ought to be acted upon immediately. 
e VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be placed 


Mr. GORMAN ted a memorial of the Merchants and Man- 
ufacturers’ tion of Baltimore, Md., remonstrating against 
the ion of the resolutions relative to the independence of the 

of Cuba; which was ordered tc lie on the table. 

e also a aresolution adopted at a tative meet- 
ing of the Society of Friends ( x), held at Balti- 
more, Md. members of Congress to use their influence and 
votes in the of the maintenance of peaceable relations 
between-the United States and other nations; which was referred 
to the Committee on F. Relations. 

He presented of W. M. Abbott & Son, publishers 


of the Capital, of ey, ee Plummer & Plum- 
W. ily, publisher of tne Maryland boro, Md.: of Charles 
> 


on the Calendar. 

Mr. PETTIGREW, from the Committee on Appropriations, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9707) making appropriations 
for the-support of the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1898, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. QUAY, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to whom was referred the bill (S. 3520) to provide for 
the erection of a custom-house in the city of New York, reported 
it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom the subject was 
referred, reported a bill (S. 3548) for a public building at the city 
of Altoona, Pa., and appropriating money therefor; which was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. WETMORE, from the Committee on the Library, to whom 
was referred the amendment submitted by Mr. Gipson on the iith 
instant, intended to be proposed to the sundry civil appropriation 
bill, reported favorably thereon, and moved that it be referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, reported an amendment in- 
tended to be proposed to the sundry civil appropriation bill, and 
meved that it be referred tothe Committee on Appropriations, 
and printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HILL, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3514) to regulate the term of office of postmas- 
ters, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 9752) to amend an act entitled ‘*‘An act to 
authorize the construction of a steel bridge over the St. Louis 
River between the States of Wisconsin and Minnesota,” approved 
April 24, 1894, as amended by an act approved Augast 4, 154, 
entitled “‘An act to amend an act to authorize the construction of 
a steel over the St. Louis River between the States of Min- 
nesota and Wisconsin,” reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred tie 
amendment submitted by himself on the 11th instant intended to 
be: to the sundry civil appropriation bill, reported favor- 
edison and moved that it be printed and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations with the accompanying report; 
which was agreed to. 





—— 


Mr. PEFFER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3339) granting a pension to Louise E. Perkins, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 947) granting a pension to Margaret Stone, 
widow of Benoni Stone, a soldier of Florida Seminole Indian war, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
biil (S. 3491) granting an increase of pension to Capt. John W. 
Dodd, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 2375) granting an increase of 
pension to John G. Powers, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bil! (S. 3177) granting a pension to Oscar A. Palmer, Tabor, Iowa, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. VILAS, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 
to whom was referred the bill (8S. 1811) to extend the uses of the 
mail service, reported it with amendments, and submitted a 
report thereon. 

He also (for Mr. Brice), from the Committee on Pensions, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 2993) granting a pension to Rebecca 
Gilbert, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

He also (for Mr. Brice), from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 3541) granting a pension to Jane B. John- 
ston, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

He also (for Mr. Brice) from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 2994) granting a pension to William G. 
Alspach, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to whom was referred the bill (S. 3481) to provide for 
the purchase of a site and the erection of a public building thereon 
at Joplin, in the State of Missouri, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

He also, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad bridges across the 
Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, in Kentucky, reported it with 
an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 8814) to authorize the construction by the Duluth and 
North Dakota Railroad Company of two bridges across the Red 
River of the North between the States of Minnesota and North 
Dakota, reported it without amendment. 


MONONGAHELA RIVER BRIDGE. 


Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3426) to authorize the Union Railroad Com- 
pany to construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela 
River, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. QUAY. A similar bill passed the other House last week 
and upon reaching the Senate at my suggestion was laid upon the 
table to await this report. I should be glad if the Senate will in- 
dulge me to put the House bill upon its passage, as I am to leave 
the city within a few days to be absent until the istof March. I 
ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the House bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Pennsylvania asks 
uranimous consent for the present consideration of a bill, which 
will be read for information. 

Mr. QUAY. The House bill was laid on the table several days 
ago. 

The bill (H. R. 9733) to authorize the Union Railroad Company 
to construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River 
was read, and, by unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee 
of the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. QUAY. I move that the bill (S. 3426) to authorize the 
Union Railroad Company to construct and maintain a bridge 
across the Monongahela River be indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PLATT introduced a bill (S. 3544) to secure to the citizen 
Indians in the Indian Toseivery 008) use of their tribal lands, 
ee ere Semics ty ho ua 
and for o arposes; which was read twice by its ti re- 
Stang te tire Conmmateen on Sadia Alten. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (8. 3545) ame to an act 


entitled “An act to regulate comm "approved February 
1887, and the several acts proms arora “Ban which was oa 
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twice by its title, and referred to the Committec on Interstate 
Commerce. 


Mr. VILAS introduced a bill (8. 3546) granting a per to 

Elie Kee, widow of Thomas Kee. late privat Company F of te 
ven [ ; ' 

twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. CHANDLER introduced a bill (S. 3548) to provide for a 


rinanent census; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
tthe Committee on the Census. - - 


Mr. GORMAN introduced a bill (S. 3549) to authorize the Chesa- 
peake Beach Railway Company, of Maryland, to extend its line into 
and within the District of Cofumbia: which was read twice by its 


title, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
an increase of 
its title, and, 

on Pen- 


Mr. CLARK introduced a bill (S. 3550) 
pension to J. F. Crawford; which was seal tela 
with the accompanying paper, referred to the 


sions. : 

Vile also introduced a bill (S. 8551) to authorize the entry and 
patenting of lands containing and other oils 
under the placer-mining laws of the United States; which wag 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY CONFERENCE, 


Mr. CHANDLER. I introduce a bill in behalf of the junior 
os arene Colorado [Mr. Wo.cort], which I ask may be read 
at length. ; 

The bill (S. 8547) to provide for the representation of the United 
States by commissioners at any international 


nk confer- 
ence hereafter to be called was read the first time by its title, and 
the second time at length, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That whenever, after March 4, 1897, the President of 
United States shall determine that the United States 
at any international conference 
country, with a view to 
tive value between gold 


ized to appoint five or more commissioners to sach in 
and for compensation of said and for all 


connected therewith, to be apereres the of State, including 
the proportion to be paid js Gaited Sintec of the of any 
such conference, the sum of $100,000, or so much on may Us 2 
is hereby appropriated. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. To what committee does the Senator 


“ that the bill be referred? ° 
.CHANDLER. The bill isin the exact language of the three 
providing for the representation of the 


evious acts of Congress 

nited States at international conferences. is also in accord- 
ance with the act of March 2, 1895, in using the words ‘* with free 
mintage at such ratio.” Those words were first added in the act 
of 1895. The bill presents but a si point, and is well under- 
stood by Senators, so that I ask consent that, without 
being referred to any committee, it may go over until to-morrow, 
when I shall endeavor to ms ® up for consideration. 

The VICE-PRESLDENT. there crea 2 The Chair hears 
none, and the bill will be on the dar. 

Mr. HILL. The bill be printed and laid on our desks? 

Mr. CHANDLER. It will be printed, of course; and I ask to 
have printed as a part of my remarks this morning copies of the 
four previous acts of a 

The VICE-PRESID . Without objection, it will be so 


ordered. 
The acts referred to are as follows: 

[Bland-Allison Act, February 28, 1978, Statutes at Large, volume 20, page %.] 
Sxo. 2. That imm 

invite the governments of 

Foe hee su er 


ted States in a 
silver, for the 












that they be indefinitely postponed, as the grant has already been 
eer. edjncted bz ihe Secretary of the Interior. 

The V P ID . The bills referred to by the Senator 
from Missouri will be indefinitely postponed, in the absence of 
objection. 

BRIDGES ACROSS THE CUMBERLAND AND TENNESSEE RIVERS. 


Mr. BLACKBURN. Lask unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider at this time the bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad 
bridges across the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers in Kentucky. 
It is a bill which has just been reported favorably by the Senate 
Committee on Commerce. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 

ed to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Commerce with an amendment, in section 
1, line 14, after the word ** Kentucky,” to insert ‘‘the location of 
said ;’ so as to read “the location of said bridges to he 
selected bv said railroad, or its successors or assigns, between said 
described points on said rivers.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. oat 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be : 
read a third time. ‘ 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 




















































ence ti 
Secretary ¢ ci = 
[Sundry civil act March 2, 1895, Statutes at Large, volume 28, page 962.) 


That miponeuae Dp Presidantet the Uailted Sentensiee dutornins thatthe 
United States be represented pete be pe ee conference called 





Mr. LODGE submitted two amendments intended to be pro- 
poset Se ar eee nee ee eee ae which were 
refe 


printed. ‘ . THE TWELFTH CENSUS. 
eS es i open ae Mr. CHANDLER. There has been an informal hearing on the 
Commi: =~ a 25 wong Seca tm be ted. subject of the Twelfth Census before the Senate Committee on the 
Mr pe eran * oo to be pro- Census and various members of the Senate and House Commit- 
¥ by him to the amendment ‘ahs witich wos tees on Appropriations. I submit the minutes of that hearing, 
ae to the ee civil aul cotesed to be printed and ask that the usual number of copies may be printed as a doo- Tee 
<7 AKER = ome g 5 aa intended to be proposed ument for the use of Congress. an 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it is so 


by be Se Oe eee which wasreferred tothe | | a..o4 ei 
Committee on Indian and ordered to be printed. , ie 
. Mr. submitted an : intended to be MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
proposed by him to the Indian bill; which was ae the House of Representatives, by Mr. CHAPELL, 
referred to the on and ordered to be ont ks, announced that the House had passed the follow- 
g : 
P Mr, NELSON submitted an amendment intended to be A bill (8. 687) granting a pension to George M. Brooks; 
by him to the appropriation bill; A bill (8. 937) mting an increase of pension to Sarah W. 
referred tothe and ordered to be printed. | Comly, widow of Maj. Clifton Comly; 
Mr. BURROWS submitted an t intended to be pro- | _ A bill (S. 1820) to confirm the title to certain lands in William 
posed by him to the Indian bill; which was referred | Morgan and Harrison Moore, and to require the issue of patents 
to on Indian and ordered to be printed. 


or; 
A bill (S. 2008) granting a pension to Fanny Moale Gibbon; 


Mr. TILLMAN submitted the Sates A bill (8. 3182) granting a pension to Susan E. Cunningham; 
which was referred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved ae ee ee eerie That tare 
be printed extra of No. 33 of the United Depart- 
mentof The Cotton Plant: Its eng, Dende. 
try, Culture, and Uses, of which number copies befor 
the use of the a oe of - 
tives, and 2,000 for by the Secretary of 

GRAIN RATES AT MISSOURI RIVER POINTS. 


and 
A bill (S. 3375) authorizing the construction of a bridge across > 
the Columbia River, in the State of Washington. 
The message also announced that the House had passed with 
amendments the following bills in which it requested the con- 
currence of the Senate: 
A bill (S. 1690) granting a pension to Richard Brookins; and 
A bill (S. 2129) granting an increase of pension to Annie E. 
















Mr. PETTIGREW submitted the -following resolution; which | Nolan. 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: The mamnege fexties announced that the House had passed the 
Resolved, Fist the Commerce Commission is hereby directed to | following bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the 
send to the acopy of evidence taken by them in the Senate: 
of grain rates at Missouri River points. A bill (H. R. 537) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
DIVISIONAL LINE BETWEEN VENEZUELA AND BRITISH GUIANA. record of Bernhard Steuber; 
Mr. . 1 offer a resolution and ask unanimous/| A bili (H. R. 1168) to increase the pension of Josiah P. Hill, late 
consent that it may be considered at this of Company F, Eighty-first Regiment of Illinois Volunteers in the 
ne morn ert ron anette Wi bill (H.R, 1221) to make ol all 
R of State be, and c { . 1221 make oleomargarine and all other imita 
to inp Commission solmbed tion dairy products subject to the laws of the State or Territory 


into which they are transported; 
A bill (H. R. 1311) granting an increase of pension to Charles 


W. Sentman; ne 
A bill (H. RB. 1353) for the relief of the administrator of George t 
deceased; i 


A H. R. 1474) granting a pension to John J. Copley; 
A bill (H. R. 1475) for the relief of Basil Moreland; i eae 
H. R. 1498) directing the Secretary of War to grant an ‘eke: 
discharge to William M. Dalzell; ee 

R. 1515) for the relief of Hugh McLaughlin; 
H. R. 1524) to execute the findings of the Court of Claims 
matter of William B. Isaacs & Co.; 

R. 2364) for the relief of Joseph H. Johnson; 

R. 2620) granting a pension to Lauretta L. Prince; 
oo R. 3294) for the relief of officers and crews of the A 
boats Kineo and Chocura; 


>be > 
EEsE 


in 


F 


bbb 
ZZ 


: 






A bill (H. R. 3866) for the relief of George W. Goodman; 

A bill (H. R. 4099) to increase the pension of Mary 8S. Higgins; 
A bill 4310) for the relief of Mathias Pedersen; 

A bill (H. R. 4941) to pension Hester A. Bostwick; 

A bill (H. ) to remove the charge of desertion standing 
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against the name of Patrick Dougherty, Company A, Thirteenth 
New York Volunteer Infantry; 
A bill (H. R. 5061) to pension Ira Powers, of Henderson 
County, Tenn.; 
A bill (H. R. 5597) for the relief of Charles Deal; 
A bill (H. R. 6233) granting increase of pension to John J. 
Boatwright; 
A bill (H. R. 6528) to increase the pension of Clara L. Nichols, 
widow of Byt. Maj. Gen. W. A. Nichols; 
A bill (H. R. 6561) to increase the pension of Martha C. Carter, 
widow of Rear-Admiral 8. P. Carter; 
mbt A bill (H. R. 7817) to increase the pension of Leroy M. Bethea; 
9 A bill (H. R. 8683) granting a pension to Frederick Lierman; 
h A bill (H. R. 9306) granting a pension to Amanda Woodcock; 
ana 
A bill (H. R. 9666) to correct and amend the military record of 
F John Long, late private Company H, Thirty-first Regiment Mis- 
souri Volunteers. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills and joint resolution; and they 
were thereupon signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S. 347) to remove the charge of desertion and grant an 
honorable discharge to Helmuth F. Sceckel; 

A bill (S. 1075) for the relief of the heirs of D. J. Fulford; 

A bill (S. 1448) to withdraw from the Supreme Court jurisdic- 
tion of criminal cases not capital and confer the same on the cir- 
cuit courts of appeals; 

A bill (S. 2176) granting a pension to Thomas Pollock; 

A bill (S. 8050) to validate the appointments, acts, and services 
of certain deputy United States marshals in the Indian Territory, 
and for other purposes; 

A bill (S. 3210) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. 133) authorizing Surg. P. M. Rixey, of 
the Navy, to accept from the King of Spain the grand cross of 
naval merit with the white distinction mark, in recognition of serv- 
ices rendered to the officer and sailors of the Santa Maria who were 
injured by an explosion on that ship. 


USE OF THE LIBRARY BUILDING. 


Mr. MORRILL. I ask that the resolution reported by me from 

} the Committee on Additional Accommodations for the Library on 
y the 13th instant may be now taken up for consideration. 

Mr. QUAY. On Thursday last I gave notice that at the conclu- 
sion of the routine morning business to-day I should call up the 
Army appropriation bill; but if the proposition for which the Sen- 
ator from Vermont asks consideration is not going to occupy time, 
I will give way. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont to take up the resolution referred to by 
him. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate resumed the consid- 
eration of the concurrent resolution reported from the Committee 
on Additional Accommodations for the Library of Congress Jan- 
uary 13, 1897, as follows: 

4 Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the 

a building providing additional accommodations for the Library of Congress 
: shall not be used or occupied, nor “7 rt thereof, for any purpose other 
than that legitimately connected with the aforesaid Library of Congress. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I have a statement from the 
Librarian of Congress showing how much of the space in the 
Library building will be required for present use. have sub- 
mitted the statement to my friend from Maine [Mr. HaLE], who 
has examined it, and I believe he has no further objection to the 
passage of the resolution. 

Mr. HALE. I objected the other day to the consideration of 
the resolution reported by the Senator from Vermont, believing 
then that there was available space in the new Library building 
which might properly be utilized by other branches of the public 
service. Ihavesince then read a carefully prepared memorandum 
made by the Librarian, in which the whole subject of the uses of 
the different rooms in the building is gone into, and I can see 
from that memorandum (having a great deal of confidence in the 
" Librarian about such matters) that the mere uses of the Librar 

itself will pretty much or quite engross all the space in the bnild- 
ing. For this reason I withdraw my objection, and shall not 
aes further oppose the passage of the resolution. 
Mr. MORRILL. I ask that the statement of the Librarian, 
E which I have presented, may be printed as a special document. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will 
be so ordered. The amendment reported by the Committee on 
Cone Accommodations for the Library to the resolution will 
be stated. 

The Secretary. At the end of the resolution it is proposed to 
add ‘ as authorized by law.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
as Mr. HILL. Whatis the form of the resolution? 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. It isa concurrent resolution, Does 
resolution to 


the Senator desire the be again read? 
Mr. COCKRELL. Has the resolution ever been read? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution 


has been read. 
Mr. HILL, Is it expected that the resolution shall go to the 
President? 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks not, as it is a con- 
current resolution. 

Mr. HILL (to Mr. CockrEL.). Is this a matter under the ex- 
clusive jurisdiction of Congress 
: Mr. COCKRELL. Yes, as it relates to the Congressional Li. 
rary. 

Mr. HILL. Then I have no objection to the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution as amended. 

The resolution as amended was agreed to. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 


A message from the President of the United 8 Mr. O, 

PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the Presiden: a 
on the 13th instant approved and the following acts: 

n act (8. 264) providing for the location and of pub- 

ic lands for reservoir sites; 


An act (S. 1276) granting an increase of pension to John L, 


Britton; 
An act (8. 1723) to a and ra the construction of a 
bridge over and across o Lake, at ‘ , La., by the 


Kansas Nef Shreveport and Gulf Pe ae : 

An act (S. 1724) authorizing the Kansas City, Wa and Gulf 
Railway Company to construct and maintain a bridge across the 
Black _ 2 hee: rae . a* 

An act (S. 1888) to grant a Charlotte O. Van Cleve, 
widow of Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve. 

The message also announced that the President of the United 
States had on the 14th instant approved and the act (8. 
8245) granting a pension to Elvira ° : 

The message further announced that the President of the United 
States had on the 16th instant approved and signed the following 


acts: 
An act (S. 2711) granting a pension to Ira Harris; 
An act (S. 1631) granting a pension to Emeline Filgate; and 
An act (S. 1881) granting a pension to Lydia Chapman. 
BILL BECOME A LAW. 
The message also announced that the bill (S. 724) granting an 
increase of pension to Helen M. having been presented to 













































the President on the 5th instant and not having been by 
him to the House of Congress in which it within the 
ten days prescribed by the Constitution, it has a law with 


out his approval. 
INAUGURAL CEREMONIES. 


Mr. BACON. Iask unanimous consent for the present consid- 


eration of House joint resolution 214, which was by me 
from the Committee on the District of Columbia, izing the 


Secretary of War to grant permits to the executive committee on 
Stat Wackington cn the ane alee Gee 
the city 0 as mon ion 
President-elect on March 4, 1897. This is fy ae i 

been twice brought before the Senate by m 

Committee on the District of Columbia. I 
for its immediate consideration, and each time it has 
over at the request of some Senator, so that he might have further 
tims to look into it. It was first laid it mi 
be printed, and the second time the Senator from Maine [Mr, 
Ha ek} said he was not then ready for consideration and for 
a postponement. Itis ectly apparent that it is a matter which 
ought to be oe at oy ee 
mittee may, after due permission ae 
know to what extent they may be allowed to proceed in making 
hence ry hee oe ee ee ee ; 
. HALE, e joint resolution 4g 
sion ve it — up, and . ee eo aay 
vania r. QUAY] 18 

bill hough the Senate to-day. Thorefosel hope 
Georgia will let the matter lie over fora day 
appropriation bills are out of the way I shall 
to its consideration. 


3 












Mr. BACON. I am at 
joint ee brag fins va limited . 
important, in view t 
chould bo fixed fo the eeestdaensian aii 
Mr. I 
to be settled within afew 
not to 
















. eae 


resolution. I do not say that I am for the measure, but I 
BACON. taeheeee 

: PACIFIC RAILROADS, 
VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no further concurrent or 
resolutions—— 


I move, in accordance with the notice heretofore 
a proceed to the consideration of the Army 


PRESIDENT. The Chair will recognize the Senator 
after the morning business shall have been 


oe a Me M a amid eet 
t . ORGAN , over a pre - 
ert nill be feed. 
read the resolution submitted by Mr. MorGaAn on 
as follows: 


akip Bee 
sees 

a 

f 


e 
| 


80 
rightfully to ni : 
and report whether such See leita tow. ond ches thay 
iw 
report the nature and ior thee rghit anid title of the United States 1x 
said a the descriptions of or classes of that have 
States under the law, and whether eltper of waid rail 
road com: hasany lawful right or equity of redemption of said property. 


— should not properly go to the Committee 


Pacific Railroads 
Mr. STEWART. I suggest that the resolution lie over until 
to-morrow and keep its — 
The VICE-P ENT. In absence of objection, that 
course will be pursued. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. QUAY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of army appropriation bill. : 
The was to; and the wi in Committee of 


the Whole, to consider the bill ( i Sonee Manling 
appropriations for the su of the Army for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1898, which been reported from the Committee 
es. ae eee en ey ny 

Mr. QUAY. I move that the first formal of the bill be 
dispensed with, and that the amendments repo: by the Com- 


mittee on iations be acted upon as they are reached in the 


ree 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, that 
course will be pursued. The bill will be read. 

The to read the bill, and read to the end of 
the clause on page 6, ending in line 9, as follows: 

For additional to such officers for length of service, to be paid with 
their current monthly pay, $6,900. 


in after the committee amendments have been acted upon. 
je ay Soe That order may be dispensed with so far as the 


and the amendment received. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will entertain the 
of Senator from Connecticut. 
Mr. HA . Isend the amendment to the desk, to comein 


after line 9, on 6. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 


The Secretary: In line 9, on page 6, after the word “ dol- 
lars,” it is proposed to insert: 
of rales one stauenie aes 


The next amendment was, on page 19, line 16, after the word 
“ diseases,” to strike out ‘except at.” and insert “and the supply 
of;” so as to read: 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Medical and hospital department: For the purchase of medical and hospital 

—— piel onret oae for general post sanitation, expenses of medj- 
7S pay of employees, medical care and treatment of officers 
and men of amy duty at posts and stations for which no 
Te. vision pp mates for the proper care and treatment of cases in the 
subering eo or epidemic diseases, and the supply of the 
aaay se avy Hospital at Hot pene, Ark.; advertising and other mis- 
— of the Medical Department, the amount to be expended 

for pay of ci employees not to exceed $10,000, $135,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 23, line 15, to increase the 
appro on for the expenses of the Signal Service of the Army 
from $15,000 to $18,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
ne of the bill was continued to the end of line 19, on 
@ 23. 
“i COCKRELL. I ask the Senator from Pennsylvania to per- 


mit me to offer an amendment at this point. In line 16, page 23, 
after the word “ may,” I move to insert ‘‘in the discretion of the 
Secretary of War,” so that the Secretary will have control of the 


matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Secretary. After the word “may,” in line 16, page 23, it 
is pr to insert ‘‘in the discretion of the Secretary of War;” 
so as to make the proviso read: 

Provided, That department commanders may, in the discretion of the 
Secretary of War, detail two enlisted men from each army post in their 
respective departments, under such arrangements as they may deem best, to 
report to the chief signal officer of the Department for instruction and duty. 


oes The amendment is unobjectionable. Let it be 
ad 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was resumed and concluded. 

Mr. QUAY. If theSecretary will return to page 8, there should 
be an amendment in lines 21 and 22, by striking out the words 
**when traveling on duty without troops,” which occurs in a quo- 
tation from lines 9 and 10 of the same page, where that language 
is omitted. I move to strike out the words I have indicated. 

The SEcRETARY. In line 21, page 8, it is proposed to strike out 


the words “‘ when traveling on duty without troops;” so as to make 
the clause read: 
All the money hereizbefore appropriated, except the appropriation “for 


mileage to officers when authorized by law."’ shall be disbursed and accounted 
for by the Pay Department as pay of the Army, and for that purpose shall 
constitute one fund. 

Mr. QUAY. That leaves the language as it is in line 9. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to 
be read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Leeumibtes on Pensions: 

A bill (H. R. 1168) to increase the pension of Josiah P. Hill. late 
of Company F, Big ty-first Regiment of Illinois Volunteers, in 
the war of the rebellion; 

A bill (H. R. 1311) granting an increase of pension to Charles 


R. sano) granting a pension to John J. Copley; 

R. 2620) granting a pension to Lauretta L. Prince; 
R. 4099) to increase the pension of Mary 8. Higgins; 
R. 4941) to pension Hester A. Bostwick; 

H. BR. 5061) to pension Ira Powers, of Henderson County, 


enn. ; 
A bill (H. R. 6233) granting increase of pension to John J. Boat- 
t: 


wrigh 
A bill es R. 6528) to increase the pension of Clara L. Nichols, 
widow of Bvt. Maj. Gen. W. A. Nichols; 
bill > R. 6561) to increase the pension of Martha C. Carter, 
0 oo S. P. Carter; 
t bill (H. R. 7317) to increase the pension of Leroy M. Bethea; 
er (H. R. 8683) granting a pension to Frederick Lierman; 


A bill (H. R. 9306) granting a pension to Amanda Woodcock. 

The f: bills were severally read twice’ by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on ne Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 587) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
ery | record of Bernhard Stueber; 

A (H. R. 1498) directing the Secretary of War to grant an 

discharge to William M. Dalzell; 

A R. 1515) for the relief of Hugh McLaughlin; 
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A bill (H. R. 2364) for the relief of Joseph H. Johnson; 

A bill iad R. 3866) for the relief of George W. Goodman; 

A bill (H. R. 4943) to remove the charge of desertion standing 
against the name of Patrick Dougherty, Company A, Thirteenth 
New York Volunteer Infantry; and 

A bill (H. R. 9666) to correct and amend the military record of 
John Long, late private Company H, Thirty-first Regiment Mis- 
souri Volunteers. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims: 

A bill (H. R. 1853) for the relief of the administrator of George 
McAlpin, deceased; 

A bill (H. R. 1475) for the relief of Basil Moreland; 

A bill (H. R. 1524) to execute the findings of the Court of Claims 
in the matter of William B. Isaacs & Co.; 

A bill (H. R. 3294) for the relief of the officers and crews of the 
United States gunboats Kineo and Chocura; 

A bill (H. R. 4310) for the relief of Mathias Pedersen; and 

A bill (H. R. 5597) for the relief of Charles Deal. 


REGULATIONS CONCERNING OLEOMARGARINE, ETC. 


The bill (H. R. 1221) to make oleomargarine and all other imi- 
tation dairy products subject to the laws of the State or Territory 
into which they are transported was read twice by its title. 

Mr. GEAR. I move that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Interstate Commerce. 


Mr. COCKRELL. My impression is that similar bills have 


always gone to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. GEAR. I do not know whether or not they have gone to 
that committee, but certainly the Committee on Interstate Com- 
merce is the proper committee to consider a bill of the magnitude 
and character of the one now before the Senate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Which committee considered the bill in the 
other House? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Committeeon Agriculture. 

Mr. GEAR. It was considered in the other House by the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

Mr. HILL. Let it go to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry here. 

Mr. BATE. Similar bills have heretofore gone to the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture of this body, I will say to the Senator from 
Iowa. They generally go to that committee. 

Mr. HILL. Is it not proper to refer the bill to the Committee 
on Agriculture? I think itis. I am inclined to believe that its 
reference to that committee will facilitate the passage of the bill, 
and if the Senator from Iowa is a friend of the bill, and I assume 
that he is, in making that motion—— 

Mr. GEAR. I will state,in reply tothe Senator from New York, 
that Iam on both committees. It makes no t difference to 
which committee the bill goes. 1 favor the bill, but I think the 
Committee on Interstate Commerce is the proper committee to 
which to refer it. 

Mr. HILL. I suggest a modification, that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. Does the Senator 
from Iowa accept the suggestion? 

Mr. GEAR. No. I think it should be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Interstate Commerce, where, personally, I would prefer that 
it should go. 

Mr. BATE, Such bills, permit me to say, have heretofore gone 
to the Committee on Agriculture, and we had a similar measure 
before us last session by the action of the Senate. 

Mr. GEAR. Let the Senate decide the matter. 
ticular about the reference of the bill. 

Mr. BATE. The Senator and I are both members of the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. HILL. I move to amend the motion of the Senator from 
Iowa by inserting ‘‘ the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state to the Sen- 
ator from New York that it is not an amendable motion, except 
by way of instruction. 

Mr. HILL. Then I withdraw the amendment. I trust the 
motion of the Senator from Iowa will be voted down, and that 
the bill will be referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry. 

Mr. COCKRELL, I hope that the bill may be laid over until 
the matter comes up regularly in the morning, when the Senate 
wili be full. 

Mr. GHAR. I to that suggestion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will go over. 


SOLDIERS’ HOME AT HOT SPRINGS, 8. DAK. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (S. 2791) for the establishment, control, 
operation, and maintenanceof the Northern Branch of the National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer Seldiers at Hot Springs, in the State 
of South Dakota. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from South Dakota 


Iam not par- 
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asks the unanimous consent of the Senate for the present consid 
eration of the bill which he has indicated. Is there objection? 
Mr. BATE. Has the bill been before a committee; and if so 
what committee? ; 
we a: It was reported from the Committee on 
ilitary irs. ere is a written report accom ing the bill, 
Mr. BATE. In favor of the bill? a. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. Yes, sir; a unanimous report, I under- 


stand. 

Mr. BATE. I know that we had the bill up in that committeo, 
but I did not know what the final action was. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be read. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. BROWN. I object to the consideration of the bill. I do 
not think a bill of its importance ought to be passed without the 
most careful consideration. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I call for the reading of the report, and I 
should be glad to have the Senator from Utah listen to its reading, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read, if there 
be no objection. 


The Secretary read the report, submitted by Mr. SEWELL May 
29, 1896, as follows: 


The Committee on’ Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (8. 2791) 
for the establishment, control, and maintenance of the Northern Branch of 
the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers at Hot Springs, in the 
State of South Dakota, having had the same under consideration, report it 
back with a recommendation that it do pass. 

As is expressed in its title, this measure provides for the erection of a 
branch of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers at the city 
of Hot Springs, State of South Dakota. Itis a location possessing advan- 
tages that can not elsewhere be ees anne provided by nature 
and so rare in their combination that they are duplicated in only a few in- 
stances the world over. From the surrounding hills come forth unfailing 
streams of water, medicated and tempered in the great labora of subter- 
ranean earth, endowed with health-giving properties in relative proportions 
so exact that man, with all the skill that scientific ewe manaeee. may 
strive in vain to improve upon, and at lastcan only imitate. Itis the product 
of centuries of processes—a of the grand seheme of nature, which, in pre- 
paring the earth for man’s habitation, made provision also to combat the ilis 
oe 0 10) tthe cae the citi: f Hot Sprin tod 

a site for the pro ome the citizens of Ho gs agree onate 
ground sufficient for all the needs of the Home, and to give a deed of perpet 
ual lease of one or more of the medicinal hot springs which there abound. 
Under the provisions of the bill both the Home site and the spring or springs 
are to be selected by the Board of Managers of the Natio Home for Dis- 
abled Volunteer Soldiers, the donors of the pr sty sgrece to abide by 
the choice of that organization. It is also provided that the Board of Man- 
agers are to have exclusive jurisdiction over the property. 

In presénting a favorable report upon the measure your committee bases 
its conclusicus upon these SS : 

1. That another branch Home is needed in fulfillment of the intenticas of 
the Government toward its veterans, existing Homes being crowded, while 
the demand for accommodations is increa: ‘ 

2. That the location of a branch Home at Hot Springs, 8S. Dak., will accom- 
modate the nomena a region for which existirg accessible Branch Homes 


posseas inadequate f. 

3. That the medicinal water at Hot Springs, S. Dak., is a curative agent for 
ailraents most common among ex-soldiers, experience having demonstrated 
this to the satisfaction of the officials who have watched the in a stated 

ental treatment. 


nuniber of cases there subjected to experim: 

The bill which is made the subject of this report was referred by your 
compuittee to the War Department and by the War Department to Gen. W. 
B. nklin, president of the Board of Managers of the National Home for 
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. In response to the War Department reference, 
General F in repofts as follows: 
HARTFORD, CONN., April 27, 1896. 


Sir: l return herewith Senate bill No. 2791, for the erection and mainte- 
nance ot the Northern Branch of the Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 
at Hot Springs, 8. c 

There is no question in my mind that another branch of the National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers should be established in the territory 
between the Mississippi and the summit of the Mountains, that one 
now in ae being constantly overcrowded unable to meet tho 
requirements. 

he location at Hot Spri is an eligible one. and with the priation 
a hospital could be e - which would relieve the hospitals or the other 
Branches at once, and form the nucleus of a larger branch, should one be 


uired. 
"“Deumte bill No. 2791 is herewith respectfully returned. 
Respectfully, yours, 
B. FRANKLIN 


w. 
President Board of Managers National Home 
for Disa Volunteer Soldiers. 
Hon. Dante. 8. LAMontT, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. 


On the 4th of April last, the chairman of the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs (Mr. PETTIGREW) addressed a letter to General Franklin on the sub- 
ject of bill under consideration, and to that letter General Franklin re- 
plied in the following terms: 

HARTFORD, CONN., April 7, 1396. 

My Dear Sir: I have received your letter of the 4th instant, on the branch 
of the National Home contemplated at Hot Springs, 8S. Dak. 

A similar bill, H. R. 784, ty-fourth Congress, had been 
some time ago by the Secretary of War, from one of the L , 
tary committees. The following isa copy of my indorsement on the bill, and 
I ought to say that my opinion was given as a member of the Board of Man- 
agers merely, and is not necessarily the opinion of the Board: 


“HARTFORD, Conn., February 11, 1896. 


receipt of H. R. bill 784, Fifty-fourth Con- 
ment, etc., of a tal as a sanitarium 
i Volunteer rs, at Hot Springs, 


“Sir: I respectfully acknowled 
first . for the esta 
sh of the National Home for 


established one of 
supplement that at Leavenworth, 









1897. 


to the site proposed. 
the hot springs would be an advantage, but I am unable to speak technically 


a oar the bill would be improved b et eet 
e 
I thin a Rtional 


and I know of no ob It may be that the use of 


the name ‘ hospi- 
tal,’ but by. gz it simply a branch of the ome for Disabled 
Volunteer Soldiers at Hot Springs, as the name of the institution. 

“The appropriation is not large enough. One hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars is the smallest that has been appropriated, in my experience, for the 
construction of a branch home. 

“The condition as to donation of land and sprii to the institution seems 
correct. The second section of the bill does not, I think, need change. The 
“W. B. FRANKLIN 


bill is herewith repurned. 
Respectfully, yours, 
r —s President Board of Managers National Home 
“for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. 
‘Hon. Dante. 8. LAMONT 
“ Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.” 

I think it will be well to have the name left blank, or to simply call it the 
Northern Branch, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, and I also 
think the amount to be appropriated should be $150,000 for the construction 
of the branch in the first instance. 

W. B. FRANKLIN 


Respectfully, yours, 
President Board of Managers National Home 
or Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. 
Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW, 
Chairman Committee on Indian Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


We have in these two communications a fall indorsement of the bill for the 
erection of a branch home at Hot Springs by the president of the Board of 
Managers of the National Home. Heapproves of the location of the pro 
branch home, and testifies to the ——r for another institution of that 
character for the relief of overcrowded Homes. General Franklin refers 
varticularly to the opportunity here presented for the erection of a branch 
fi yme witha view to future enlargement, should the exigencies of the service 
demand increased facilities. It appear, from the information obtained by 
your committee, that existing Homes are not susceptible of enlargement 
upon the basis of plans adopted and put in force. 

Gen. W. W. Averell, assistant ins: r-general of the National Home for 
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, in a letter to Senator PretricRew, of South 
Dakota, under date of February 13 last. says; 

“Tt may be well to mention that all the Br&inches of the Home this side of 
the Rocky Mountains are crowded, and they can not be enlarged fora greater 

opulation without a troublesome and expensive extension of their plants 
me cooking, heating, laundry, etc., which are now strained to their full 
capacity.” 

b jeneral Franklin doubtless had these conditions in view when he said, in 
his report to the Secretary of War, April 27, 1806: 

“The location at Hot Springs is ea one, and with the avgreptianion 
a hospital could be erected which would relieve the hospitals of the other 
preaches at once, aff form the nucleus of a larger branch, should one be 

uired.” ° 

rhe demand upon the facilities of these homes of refuge is a growing one, 
and will increase rapidly for a numberof years. The defenders of the nation 
have reached an w many of them must succumb to physical disability 
and disease, and those whose a are attended by too frequent 
poverty must place themselves under the bourty of the nation. The impor- 
tance, therefore, of a branch home that can be readily expanded to adapt 
itself to augmented numbers is ap mt. 

Regarding the curative properties of the medicinal waters of the Hot 
Springs your committee desires to speak at length. These springs were the 
resort of the Indians long before the white man found his way into the jeal- 
ously guarded realm of the Black Hills Sent. and were considered by the 
aborigine as a panacea for all diseases. Their fame had penetrated the con- 
fines of civilization long before the advancing wave of white settlement had 
swept back the line of opposition and driven Indians from their last ral- 


lying point. As soon as the Anglo-Saxon had possessed himself of this long- 
contested and, business methods began to be applied to the medicinal 
springs. were made availabie to the public, their properties ascer- 


e 
tained, and their curative qualities proclaimed. An ex ve hotel was 
erected, baths constracted, and conveniences for the sick provided. In 1879 
the State of South Dakota located and erected a Soldiers’ Home at Hot 
Springs, and it is now a large institution, filled with veterans of the late war 
who reside in South Dakota. The watersof the have been thoroughly 
tested, and inevery instance have been found efficacious. 

Official evidence of important facts in connection with the springs comes 
to your committee in the form of a report from Assistant Inspector-General 
Averell, who says: 


Batu, N. Y., February 7, 1894. 


nested to present to you my views regarding 
the advisability of and y for the establishment of a sanitarium at Ho’ 
Springs, S. Dak. Your committee, I presume, has my reports of three visits 
to the State Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers at tha place made in 1891, 
1892, and 1893, which contain = knowledge of the climate and of the healing 
qualities of the waters of the ekatah or Hot Springs. 

The unusual number of members from the State Home durin: 
the year by reason of their recovery from disabilities which had enti 
them to its care and benefits first attracted my attention, and su paotty 
the results of the remarkable test made last year, 1893, upon thirt bi 
mnen selected and sent from the Western Branch of the National Home, have 
induced my belief in the efficacy of the waters of the Hot Springs for rheu- 
matism, sciatica, spinal irritation, and nervous prostration. 

The test, which is fully described in my report, was severe, but too brief. 
It was upon about 90 men, 18 of whom were treated for rheumatism. In the 
sixty days’ test, 8 of them, or 44 per cent of those who were treated for rheu- 
mnatism. were practically cured, the remainder all benefited, excepting 1, and 
those suffering from sciatica, spinal irritation, and nervous prostration were 
improved. I believe the percentage cured would have been doubled with four 
to six months’ treatment. During the year ending June 30, 1893, there were 
in the Central, Marion, Northwestern, and Western Branches of the National 
Home an av number sick of 1,590, of which 853, or 53 per cent, were 
t reated for rheumatism in its various forms, acute, subacute, and chronic 
{articular and muscular). These branches are the nearest and most accessi- 
. © to the South Dakota Hot Springs. and if provision were made for the 

reatmentof those 853 members etttictod with rheumatism at the Hot Springs, 
and 44 per cent of them were cured, there would ensue a sa to the Gov- 
ernment of the cost of their maintenance in the Homes, viz, $52,575, computed 
7s the per capita cost of $140.75, annum, and there would be something 

a to the producing power of the country. 
veg A ~—t nearest the set setioge—Tinw. Ohio, Poca 1- 

igan, Wisconsin, nnesota, lowa, Ne ansas, and Colo- 

rado—there were on the 30th of June, 
r p . over 400, were trea for rheumatism. 

of cures, 44, would result from a treatment at Hot 


Dear Srp: I have been 
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488 members sick, of whom a 
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there would be 176 restored to health, and there would follow a saving of $100 





oa to the Government per annum, or $17,600. Thus there might be a 
saving effected per annum of $70,000. 
Ifa sanitarium were established at Hot Springs at a cost of $100,000, and 


one-half the cases of rheumatism should be cured that might be sent to it for 
treatment from the most convenient Soldiers’ Homes, I have no doubt it 
pay for itself within five years after it was ready for occupation, in 

om cost of maintenance in Soldiers’ Homes without cure. Without 
a cent of savings in money, the rescue from pain and misery and the restora- 
tion to health of those men for whose welfare the Government is responsible 
would, I believe, fully justify the establishment of the sanitarium. 

In this view it would be an economical undertaking for the public good, 
which the public would appreciate and approve. 

Iam, General, very truly, yours, 
WM. W. AVERELL, U.S. A. 


Asst. Inspector-General, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 


Gen. Jonn C. BLACK, 
Chairman Subcommittee on Soldiers’ Homes, etc. 


The report in detail upon the test cases at Hot Springs, S. Dak., referred 
to by General Averell runs as follows: 

CasE lL—Andrew J. Arnett, B, Sixth Kansas Infantry. 
South Dakota July 6, 1893. Locomotor ataxia. 
July 2%. Noimprovement under treatment. 

Cask II.—Nathan J. Axtel, H, Fourteenth Dlinois Infantry. Forwarded 
to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Muscular rheumatism, lumbago, nervous pros- 
tration, cystitis. Returned to Western Branch November 9. Rheumatism 
improved after treatment. Lumbago cured. Cystitis not benefited. Com- 
menced Keeley treatment April 9, 1894. for tobacco; no influence on general 
health. No treatment in Western Branch Hospital. 

Case Ifl.—Adam P. Baum, E, One hundred and sixteenth Indiana Infantry. 
Forwarded to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Chronic articular rheumatism; 
spinal irritatiqgn. Returned to Western Branch November? Rheumatism 
cured. Spi irritation not materially benefited. Commenced Keeley treat- 
ment February 24, 1894. Health now completely restored. Is one of the most 
competent nurses in hospital at this time. 

Cass IV.—Ira D. Chamberlain, D, Seventh Indiana Infantry. Forwarded 
to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Sciatica. Returned to Western Branch Novem- 
ber 9. Since return from South Dakota (under treatment of Home surgeon) 
showed marked improvement. Used two crutches and suffered continual 
pain when he commenced treatment; now very much improved; uses only 
one cane. Now absent with leave at Washington, D. C. 

CasB V.—Thomas Concannon, G, Sixty-ninth [llinoisInfantry. Forwarded 
to South Dakota July 6, 1898. Chronic articular rheumatism and lumbago. 
Returned to Western Branch November 9. Greatly improved on return. 
Swellings all gone from hands and feet. Gained in weight and strength. 
ae Keeley treatment February 22, 1894. Physical condition greatly 
mproved. 

Jase V1.—Martin W. Cozine, D. Twelfth Missouri Cavalry. Forwarded 
to South Dakota July 6. 1898. Chronic articular rheumatism. Returned to 
Western Branch November 9. Very much improved by treatment. Is now 
absent with leave from hospital. 

Case VIL.—Clark Eldridge, A, Third Rhode Island Cavalry. Forwarded 
to South Dakota July 6, 1 Nervous prostration. Returned to Western 
Branch Noyember 9. Claims to be not improved by treatment. Examina- 
tion shows less tenderness of spine. Is hypochrondriacal. Now in barracks. 

Cass VIII.—Charles A. Gifford. H, Fourth Illinois Cavalry. Forwarded to 
Returned to Western Branch 
November 9. Improved under treatment. Now in convalescent Company K, 

CasEIX.—Patrick W. Gilligan, D, Thirteenth Indiana Infantry. Forwarded 
to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Lumbago; spinal irritation. Returned to 
Western Branch November9. Improved under treatment; gained 4} pounds, 
Now in barracks. 

Case X.—Gillman D. Grove, United States Navy. 
Dakota July 6, 1893. Nervous prostration and lumbago. Returned to West- 
ern Branch November 9. Improved under treatment. Now in barracks. 

Cass X1—James Hanson, alias John Kerwin, H, Eleventh United States 
Infantry. Forwarded to South Dakota July 6. 1898. Chronic articular rheu- 
matism. Returned to Western Branch November 9. General improvement 
in condition. Now in barracks. 

Case XIL—Philander Hudson, D, One hundred and seventh New York 
Infantry. Forwarded to South Dakota July 6, 189%. Chronic articular rheu- 
matism. Returned to Western Branch November 9. Greatly improved by 
treatment. Swellings entirely disappeared from joints. Is nowin barracks. 

Cass XIII.—William H. Hughes, A, Ninth Ohio Cavalry. Forwarded to 
South Dakota July 6, 1893. uscular rheumatism, with spinal irritation. 
Returned to Western Branch November 9. Rheumatism practically cured. 
Spinal irritation improved. Commenced Keeley treatment April 23, 1893. 
Left the Home at his own request July 29, 1893. 

Cass XIV.—Thomas W. Jones, [, First California Cavalry. 
Sczeth Dakota Jul 
Western Branch 
Now in barracks. 

Cass XV.—Edward F. Kingsland, H, Second Colorado Cavalry. 
warded to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Chronic articular rheumatism. 
turned to Western Branch November 9. Greatly improved by treatment. 
Gained in stre . Weight, and appearance. Now in barracks 

Cass XVI.—A'phonzo Longacre. G, One hundred and eighteenth Pennsyl- 
vanialInfantry. Forwarded to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Locomotor ataxia. 
Died at Hot Springs, 8. Dak., September 1, 1893. 

Case XVIL—John Mahony, C, Forty-third Ohio Infantry. Forwarded to 
South Dakota July 6, 1893. uscularrbeumatism andlumbago. Returned to 
Western Branch November? Greatly benefited. Pain canrey disappeared 
from back and shoulders. Gained in weight. Commenced Keeley treatment 
October 21, 1893. Is now orderly for Home treasurer, and in good health. 

Cass XVIIL—Albert Mueller, E, Second Dllinois Light Artiliery. For- 
warded to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Chronic articular rheumatism. Re- 
turned to Western Branch November 9. Great improvement, but still swell 
ing and pain in left ankle and left wrist. Gained in weight. 

Case XIX.—Edward McGloin, E, Third New Jersey Cavalry. Forwarded 
to South Dakota July 6, 1883. Chronic articular rheumatism. Returned to 
Western Branch November 9. Worse than before treatment. Is now in 
hospital (Western Branch) under treatment. 

Cass XX.—Evi T. Nichols, E, First Ohio Light Artillery 


Forwarded to 
Returned to Western Branch 


Forwarded to South 


Forwarded to 
6, 1893. Chronic articular rheumatism. Returned to 
ovember9. Was considerably improved under treatment. 


For- 
Re- 


Forwarded to 


South Dakota July 6, 1893. Chronic articular rheumatism and lumbago. Re- 
turned to Western Branch November 9. Practically a well man; gain of ll 
pounds in weight. Now in barracks. : 

Case XXI.—Rozell Randall, K, Forty-ninth Wisconsin Infantry. For- 
warded to South Dakota July 6, 1895. Nervous prostration. Returned to 
Western Branch November9. Marked improvement. Spinal irritation less 


marked. Now in barracks. 

Cass XXIi.—Michael Shea, H. Twenty-seventh New Jersey Infantry. For- 
warded to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Chronic articular rheumatism. Re- 
turned to Western Branch November 9. Improved in matter of less pain, 
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which was principal reason for sending him to the springs. 
pital (Western Branch) under treatment. 

CasE XXIII —Patrick A. Somers, F, Two hundred and thirteenth Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry. Forwarded to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Chronic articular 
rheumatism. Returned to Western Branch November 9. No better for the 
treatment. Now in barracks. 

Caste XXIV.—Abram Steadman, A, Thirty-first OhioInfantry. Forwarded 
to South Dakota July 6, 18938. Chronic rheumatism. Returned to Western 
Branch November 9. Rheumatism entirely gone. Cystitis no better. Now 
in hospital (Western Branch) for latter. 

Case XXV.—John Walsh, United States Marine Co Forwarded to 
South Dakota July 6, 1898. Chronic muscular rheumatism. Returned to 
Western Branch November 9. Some improvement. Legsstill painful. Com- 
menced Keeley treatment February 2, 1894. Now in barracks as well as a 
man of his age could expect to be. 

CASE XXVI.—Richard Youmans, hospital steward, United States Army. 
Forwarded to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Nephritis, lumbago, and rheuma- 
tism. Returned to Western Branch November 9. Rheumatism and lumbago 
both disappeared. Nephritis worse. Now in barracks. 

Case XX VII.—Frederick Zeigler, B, First Missouri Light Artillery. For- 
warded to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Chronic articular rheumatism. Re- 
turned to Western Branch November 9. Rheumatism all gone. 

I herewith respectfully submit my final report of the experimental test 
upon the details sent here (the Hot Springs of South Dakota) July 7, 1893, from 
the Western Branch National Military Home, Kansas, of the curative proper- 
ties of the waters and climate of Hot Springs, 8. Dak., for certain chronic dis- 
eases, the nature and history of which are fully given in detailed report above. 

The number of men sent was 30,and time given for the test sixty days; age 
of youngest patient, 46 years; oldest, 71 years; average age, 52 years. 

As will be observed, the cases of locomotor ataxia, arthritis deformans, and 
aberration of the mind, conceded to be incurables, and sent only with the hope 
that some alleviation of suffering might be obtained, as well as others on ac- 
count of age, poor constitutions, and complication of diseases, makes this an 
exceedingly severe test; and, contrary to 2xpectations, cures have been 
effected and permanent benefits secured. z 

It is to be regretted that incurable cases, such as locomotor ataxia and senile 
decline, were sent here for two reasons: l’irst, others could have been sent in 
their places who would have been cured; second, a better ——— fuller 
—— given for cures and the treatment by the watersand thec te of this 
place. 

As will be seen, almost weer man was afflicted with rheumatic or nervous 
troubies, the same being cured in almost every instance. I am satisfied that 
a careful inspection by the medical board on the return of the men will bear 
me out in saying that all things considered, = of patients, shattered consti- 


Is now in hos- 


tutions of some of them, variety and complication of diseases, and the chronic 
nature of all, that the result of this test, as shown by detailed report, is in 
every substantial sense highly satisfactory. A realization of all the claims 
put forth by the promoters of this experiment as to the virtues of the waters 
and climate of Hot Springs, 8. Dak., and the desirability of this place for the 
location of a United States sanitarium for the treatment of such chronic 
diseases as most usually affect the old soldier is fulfilled. 

I can not speak too highly of the courtesy and assistance given me by Gen. 
Joseph Knipe,and the excellent conduct of all men while under my care. 
Col. E. E. Clough, and the board of managers of the South Daxota Soldiers’ 
Home, Commandant McGrew and wife, and all the officers of the Home have 
done all in their power to aid in securing the comfort of the men, and many 
thanks are due them for their untiring efforts to doso much good. 


Very respectfully, 
R. D. JENNINGS, 
Surgeon in Charge. 


WESTERN BRANCH NATIONAL Home 
FOR DISABLED VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS, 
September 9, 1893. 

Srr: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith my report on the condition 
before and after treatment of the patients sent to Hot Springs, 8. Dak., to 
test the efficiency of the waters for various diseases. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
O. C. McNARY, 
Assistant and Acting Surgeon. 
Gen. W. W. AVERELL, U.S. A., 
Assistant Inspector-General 
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. 

To sum up: ; 

Of the patients suffering from rheumatism and lumbago, eight are prac- 
tically cured of that disease; the balance, except one, McGloin, are improved. 
McGloin is worse. Casesof sciatica improved, cases of cystitis were not bene- 
fited, cases of spinal irritation improved, cases of nervous prostration im- 
proved, cases of diabetes mellitus improved, case of nephritis worse. 

Of the cases of locomotor ataxia, one, Arnett, was sent home after two weeks 
on account of an vated renewal of the 7 no improvement; and one, 
Longacre, died at the Springs September 1, 1893. 

The treatment by baths and drinking of the waters was supplemented by 
internal and external medication (in or most cases, I believe), andin some 
cases by electricity. 

The experiment would have been a better and truer test of the efficacy of 
the waters this medication and electricity not been employed. As it is, 
we can not judge of the true virtues of the water. We can only judge of the 
results of the treatment employed as they present themselves. 

The patients themselves, with two or three exceptions, believe their 
improvement would have been more perfect and lasting had they remained 
longer under the treatment. This I believe myself. 

owever, the benefits received by the patients sent are, in most cases, 
oop respectilly mubmittd 
ery respectfully su " 
O. C. McNARY, 
Assistant and Acting Surgeon. 

Your committee have been furnished with a copy of the analysis obtained 

by the superintendent of the South Dakota Soldiers’ Home of the water of 


three of the springs in the Hot Springs group, and deem it of sufficient im- 
portance to incorporate within this report. 


An analysis by Prof.G. A. Maringer, chemist, Chicago, resulted as follows: 
MINNEKAHTA SPRINGS. 
(Constituents, in grains. ] 


Analysis of two of the prominent Prof. . 
P Chicano Ti by yf. Charles B. Gibson of 
MAMMOTH MINERAL WATERS. 


(Constituents, in grains, per gallon of 58.829.] 
POUR FON iio nin nig << oncinsouae $3secednng nes anlitemelen deine ess. 83.1 
inorganic and nonvolatile 71.0 
Organic and volatile 12.1109 
Sulphate of sodium 23. 2628 
Sulphate of potassium 5. A279 
Sulphate of calcium i. 1195 
Chloride of calcium 5.5 


Chloride of magnesium 
Nitrate of magnesium 
Phosphate of magnesium 
Carbonate of magnesium 
lron sesqui-oxide 
Alumina 


LAKOTAH OR INDIAN SPRING MINERAL WATER. 


(Constituents, in grains, per gallon of 58.329.] 

DN OR iitinin ciddittnciudatindend<ticles natn unasaprnasiabminlibien tines 57 
Inorganic and nonvolatile 49.1600 
Organic and volatile 8.0500 
Sulphate of sodium 8. 8241 
i er... ccacinnacocteicctapeiepeinininpesivstignttnensece 8.008 
Sulphate of calcium ; - 16.2909 
SRR REE RSI POA. 8. 4990 
Chloride of ammonium OND 
Chloride of magnesium 3.1408 
Phosphate of calcium .3110 
Nitrate of magnesium --.. lM 
Carbonate of magnesium. 3.0445 

di . 2600 
(210 
- ] S0p 
Commandant Lucas, of the South Dakota Soldiers’ Home, located at Hot 
= in a report to Assistant Inspector-General Averell, says: 

“After a careful observation of the results in the treatment of our sixty- 
odd veterans for severe and a cases of rheumatism, I am constrained 
to say that I have no longer doubts about the curative properties of the 
waters. Every case that has been treated in the Home (not an exception) 
has resulted in a ly cure, or the patient is copreaciins it. These results 
I regard as little less than miraculous, when the enfeebled and broken-down 
condition of these men is taken into account. The waters are equally good 
and effective in treating cases of indigestion, scrofula, and all skin or cuta- 
neous diseases.” 

The Hot Springs of South Dakota are located in th@mountainous western 
end of the State—a region abounding in delightful scenery and all the health- 
giving influences of nature in the rough. o more cha: surroundings 
can be found at any of the health resorts of the world. ese springs lie 
within the boundaries of Fall River County, and about them has accumulated 
a community of a couple of thousand people, incorporated as a city of the 
second class. Its buildi are construc! with a generous display of archi- 
tectural skill and taste. e city can be reached over two lines of railway. 
Its altitude is 3,400 feet above sea level. © atmosphere of that region is 
dry and bracing. Lying in a sheltered ey, it is protected from winter's 
rigors, and it is al ther a most satisfactory abiding place for invalids or 
for those in search of recreation. 

In closing this report your committee append a preamble and resolution 
adopted by the ma: rs of the Soldiers’ Homes of Colorado, Minnesota, and 
Kansas, in which the © nal Representatives of those States are asked 

w 


io 
to give their support to the bill which is the subject of the favorable action 
of your committee. 


rs for Disabled 
omes to provide a sanitarium for the treatment of ex- 


; and 


Whereas it is the policy of the National Board of 
Volunteer Soldiers’ Hi 


soldiers who are afflicted with rheumatism and kindred Giese 
Whereas from the published reports by General Averell and other indis- 


putable evidence it has been demonstrated by thorough and fair tests that 


the hot water at Hot Springs, S. Dak., cures more than 60 per cent of such 
cases; and 


Whereas an effort is being made tosecure the location of such asanitarium 
“an Springs, S. Dak.; an 


ereas we are satisfied from information furnished us that no better 
place has been 7a discovered: Therefore 
Be it resolved, t we favor the location of a sanitarium at Hot Springs, 


S. Dak., and urge our Representatives to support and aid in the 
passage of such bills as may be presen for t purpose. 


OFFICE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SOLDIERS AND SAILors’ HoME OF CoLoRADoO, 
Room 4, Capitol Building, Denver, December 6, 1895. 
The above p ble and resolution were brought before the board end, 
after due consideration, the secretary was auth to state on behalf o 
the board that both were unanimously indorsed and that this action shall 
— a of the permanent records of the commission. 


W. P. HARBATTLE, Secretary. 


The above preamble and resolutions were adopted at a meeting of the 


board of trustees, Minnesota Soldiers’ H ‘ebruary 11, 
BEN =e President. 
° . ry. 


This is to certify that the board of managers of the Kansas State Soldiers’ 
Home indorsed the foregoing resolution on this 5th day of December, 1895. 


By order of the board 
J. H. STEWART Secretary. 
Col. ©. M. CUNNING * Commandant. 


MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of 2 o'clock having arrived, 
and there being no unfinished business, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the bill 7 the Lalendar. i 

The SECRETARY. bill (S. 1012) to prevent the desecration of 
the national me 

Mr. MORGAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 3247) to amend the act entitled ‘‘An act 
to ——ae the time Canal Company of Nicaragua, 
approved February 20, 1889. 











1897. 





Mr. MILLS. I ask my friend to yield to me a moment that I 
may have @ bill : 

Mr. MORGAN. 
vield for that i. 

* The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Alabama, to proceed to the consideration of the bill 
indicated La 

Mr. CAFFERY. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas ond nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
to call the roll. 

Mr. WALTHALL (when Mr. GrorGe’s name was called). My 
colleague ge GEORGE] is paired with the junior Senator from 
Oregon [Mr. McBripE]. If my colleague were present, he would 
vote ‘* nay.” 

Mr. GORDON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Iowa [Mr. GEAR] who is not in his seat, and I 
withhold my vote. 

Mr. MARTIN (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the senior Senator from oe MANTLE], who 
is not in his seat, and I withhold my vote. If he were present, I 
should vote ‘‘ yea.” 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin (when his name was called). I 
am paired with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SewELu]. If 
he were present, I should vote ‘“‘ nay.” 

Mr. ROACH (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from California [Mr. Perkins], but by an 
arrangement the — has been transferred from the Senator from 
California to the Senator from Idaho a SHovup]. If the Sena- 
tor from Idaho were present, he would vote ‘‘ yea” and I should 
vote ‘‘ nay.” 

Mr. TILLMAN (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. THursTON]. As he is absent, I 
withhold my vote. 

Mr. VILAS (when his name was called). Iam — generally 
with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. MITCHELL]. If he were pres- 
ent, I su he would vote “‘ yea;” I should vote ‘‘ nay.” 

Mr. WILSON (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Florida [Mr. Pasco]. If he were pres- 
ent, I should vote ‘‘ yea.” 

The roll call was concluded. 

Mr. ALLISON. * I desire to state that my colleague [Mr. Gear 
is paired with the senior Senator from Georgia [Mr. Gorpon]. I 
my colleague were present, he would vote “* yea.” 

Mr. GORDON. Then I will vote. I vote “ yea.” 

Mr. McBRIDE. I have a general pair with the senior Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE] and my colleague [Mr. MITCHELL 
of Oregon] has a general pair with the Senator from Wisconsin 
[Mr. Vi.as]. With the consent of the Senator from Wisconsin, I 
will transfer my pair to my colleague, so that the Senator fom 
Wisconsin and myself may vote. I vote “ yea.” 

Mr. VILAS. I vote ‘‘ nay.” 

Mr. MORRILL (after having voted in the affirmative). I am 
paired with the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Harris], who ap- 
pears to be absent, and therefore I withdraw my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 36, nays 14; as follows: 


As soon as the canal bill is taken up, I will 


YEAS—36. 
Aldrich, Clark, Gray, Perkins, 
Allison, Cullom, Hale Platt, 
con, Davis, Hawley, Proctor, 
on own, Faulkner, pe. gh, 
urrows, e, ‘ uay, 
Call, Gallinger, Mcbride, Seiien. 
Cameron, Gibson, MeMillan, Stewart. 
Cannon, Gordon, Morgan, Wetmore, 
Chandler, Gorman, Peffer, White. 
NAYS—14. 
Bate, Chilton. Nelson, Vilas 
Berry, Cockrell, Pettigrew, Walthall. 
Blackburn, Hill, Turpie, 
Caffery, Vest, 
: NOT VOTING—39. 
Allen, George, Mitchell, Oreg. Smith 
Baker, Hansbrough, Mitchell, Wis. Squire, 
Blanchard, Harris, Morrill, Teller, 
Brice, Irby, Murphy, Thurston, 
Butler, Jones, Ark Palmer, Tillman, 
Carter, Jones, Nev Pasco, Voorhees, 
Daniel, Kyle, Pritchard, Warren, 
Dubois, Lindsay, sh, Wilson. 
Elkins, Mantle, Sewell, Wolcott. 
Gear, tin, Shoup, 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee 
of the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. 3247) to amend 
the act entitled ‘‘An act to aeeeees the Maritime Canal Com- 
pany of Nicaragua,” approved February 20, 1889, which had been 
reported from the Select Committee on the Construction of the 
Nicaragua Canal with amendments. 

Mr. MILLS. By consent of the Senator from Alabama, I wish 
to call up Senate bill 3525, a bill reported unanimously from the 
Committee on Commerce, in reference to the improvement of a 
waterway on the coast of Texas. 


XXIX——.56 
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Mr. MORGAN. Several gentleman have applied to me to give 
way temporarily for the purpose of having bills passed which they 
regard as somewhat pressing. After the pending bill has been 
read, I will yield as far as I can do so without displacing it or 
losing my right of way. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from Texas ee: MILLs] desires 
that the pending bill may be temporarily laid aside until he can 
call the attention of the Senate to a measure pending here. I 
have no objection on my part to that course, and I ask that the 
bill before the Senate may be temporarily laid aside. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Piatt in the chair). 
be so ordered, in the absence of objection. 


WATER ROUTE BETWEEN GALVESTON AND HOUSTON, TEX. 


Mr. MILLS. I ask unanimous consent for the consideration at 
this time of Senate bill 3525. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of a bill the 
title of which will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. A bill (S. 3525) to provide for an examination 
and survey of a water route from the mouth of the jetties at the 
city of Galveston, Tex., through the ship channel and up Buffalo 
Bayou to the city of Houston, Tex., and appropriating money 
therefor. 

Mr. MILLS. I will state that the bill has been unanimously 
reported by the Committee on Commerce. 

*By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to inquire of the Senator from Alabama, 
he having consented to temporarily laying aside the Nicaraguan 
bill, if he expects to go on with it this afternoon? 

Mr. MORGAN. ere are two Senators who have applied to 
me for leave to ask for the consideration of bills, and one of them, 
as I know, is a matter of great merit. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not wish to interfere. I merely wanted to 
know for my own information if the Nicaraguan bill was to go 
on to-day. 

Mr. MORGAN. I pro to go right on with it after the bills 
to which I have referred lave been disposed of. 

Mr. HOAR. The reason of my inquiry is this: I propose, at 
some time when the Senate is not desirous of proceeding with 
any other important business, to ask to have the bankruptcy bill 
taken up and read. I do not propose to have any action taken 
upon it until the return of one or two Senators, who are espe- 
cially interested in it, especially the Senator from Colorado. If 
the Senate were transacting routine business, I would simply ask 
for the reading of that long bill. But as I understand the Sena- 
tor from Alabama desires to go on to-day with the Nicaraguan 
bill, I do not now make the request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill taken up on the request 
of the Senator from Texas [Mr. MILLs] is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 


WILLIAM H. LINTON, 


Mr. HAWLEY. The Senator from Alabama [Mr. Morcan] 
has kindly consented to let me ask unanimous consent for the con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 3477) to remove the charge of desertion 
from the military record of William H. Linton. Inow make that 
request. 

here being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
DEATH OF REPRESENTATIVE CRISP. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CHAPELL, 
one of its clerks, communicated to the Senate the intelligence of 
the death of Charles F. Crisp, late a member of the House from 
the State of Georgia, and transmitted the resolutions of the House 
thereon. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. President, I desire to give notice that on 
Thursday next, at 3 o’clock p. m., I shall ask the Senate to suspend 
business to receive resolutions upon the subject to which the mes- 
sage from the House of Representatives relates, and to hear some 
remarks in connection therewith. 

CANALS BETWEEN THE GREAT LAKES AND ATLANTIC OCEAN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the follow- 
ing message from the President of the United States; which was 
read: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


It will 


I transmit herewith the report of Messrs. James B. Angell, of Michigan, 
John E. Russell, of Massachusetts, and Lyman E. Cooley, of Illinois, who 
were appointed commissioners under the authority of a law passed March 2, 


189%, to make inquiry and report, after conference with such similar commis- 
sioners as might be appointed on behalf of Great Britain or the Dominion of 





































































































































































































































































































Canada, concerning the feasibility of the construction of such canals as*will 
enable vessels engaged in ocean commerce to pass between the Great Lakes 
and the Atlantic Ocean, and the most convenient location and probable cost 
of such canals, together with other facts and information in said act speci- 


fied relating to their construction and use. : : 
The commissioners have prosecuted the work assigned them with great 
zeal and intelligence, resulting in the collection of a mass of information, 


embodied in their report and its accompanying exhibits, which is of great 
importance and interest as related to the project subjected to their exami- 
nation. 

The advantages of direct and unbroken water transportation of the pri rd - 
ucts of our Western States and Territories from convenient points of shipment 


to our seaboard ports are panty alpable. The report of the commissioners 
contains, in my opinion, demonstration of the feasibility of securing such 
transportation, and gives ground for the anticipation that better and more 


uninterrupted commerce through the plan suggested, between the great 
West and foreign ports, with the increase of national prosperity which must 
follow in its train, will not long escape American enterprise and activity. 
It will be observed that the report of the commissioners, though as com- 
orehensive as the time and facilities at their disposal permitted, does not 
Gefinitely deal with the cost of the work they were called upon to consider, 
and omits some of the other details related toit. Thusfar they have labored 
without compensation, and a part of the small sum appropriated for the pay- 
ment of their expenses still remains unexpended. 
I suggest to the Congress the propriety of making economical provision for 
such further prosecution of their work as will more fully develop the infor- 
mation necessary toan exact and complete understanding of this interesting 


and important subject. : 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 18, 1897. 


{[Nore.—Report and accompanying documents transmitted to House of 
Representatives. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The message will be printed 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce, in the absence of 
objection. 


MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill (8S. 8247) to amend an act entitled ‘“‘An act 
to incorporate the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua,” ap- 
proved February 20, 1889. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, the subject of the Nicaraguan 
Canal has been so long under consideration by the Senate, by the 
ye0ple of the United States, and by the people of the world, and 

nvolves such a wide field for examination, that it is impossible for 

anyone to undertake to enter upon a full description of the merits 
of this great enterprise within the limits of a single address. On 
this occasion I shall make no effort of the kind. I find it difficult 
always to trust myself with an undertaking of this sort in connec- 
tion with this enterprise, begause it has got snch a hold upon my 
convictions that perhaps I may see it in a magnified light, though I 
could not, if I were possessed of all the powers of oratory and elo- 
quence that any human being ever possessed, describe with suffi- 
cient fullness and force the merits of this question as it concerns 
the people of the United States alone, to say nothing of the people 
of the whole world. 

In presenting this bill to the Senate I have the honor to state 
that the Committee on the Construction of the Nicaraguan Canal 
is unanimous in the approval of every feature of it. The bill 
which we have vepnetell here in fact originated in the House of 
Representatives, was reported to that body, and, after the most 
scrutinizing care we could bestow upon it, we have not found it 
necessary to change it in any of its features. 

This measure, however, changes considerably previously pro- 
posed legislation on this subject, particularly the bill which passed 
through the Senate in the last Congress, and changes it in favor 
of amendments which were then suggested, propositions which 
were then advanced with sufficient reason to justify the commit- 
tee of this body and of the other House in believing that it was 
better to incorporate those features or those amendments into the 
bill rather than to jeopardize the measure in any sense at all or to 
invite opposition by excluding them on matters of detail that are 
not essential to this measure. 

On a full survey of this bill and a full examination of it in con- 
nection with the great subject to which it relates, I am satisfied 
it is the best bill we have presented—the most conservative bill. 
It leaves all power in the hands of the Executive to arrest the 
progress of this enterprise in the event that he finds it is going 
wrong, and to inform the Government of the actual conditions in 
Nicaragua, as to all suggestions and questions which have been 
raised heretofore or can be raised in regard to it, in full time to 
prevent any possible disaster. 

Mr. President, there is but one parallel case in history by which 
we can come to any judgment in reference to the advantages and 
profits which may be derived from this as a financial enterprise, 
and also as to the advantages which come to the nations who may 
control this gateway between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans 
politically and commercially and in every other respect. That 
standard of comparison isthe Suez Canal. We have in the United 
States, however, two other standards of comparison with this 
canal in reference to the cost of its construction and the facility 
with which it may be built, and also with reference to its effect 
upon the increase of the interior commerceofthecountry. Those 
are the great locks at Sault Ste. Marie and the drainage canal at 


Chicago. 
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This last enterprise is one which originated among the citize:< 
of that great city, and has for its primary purpose the drainayv. 
of the town and the adjoining country. The progress that hs 
been made in the construction of that canal, I undertake to say 
and I think I can do it without incurring any contradiction—},,, 


proven to be a new development in the art of canal constructioy. 


and it really is the most astonishing piece of work in the economy 
and rapidity of construction which ever yet been accomplish. 
by the genius of the American people, or of any other people oy 
the earth. So I accept those two canals, the Sault Ste. Marie and 
the drainage canal at Chicago, as furnishing standards to whic}, 
we can refer in estimating the cost of the construction of the 
Nicaraguan Canal, the difficulties to be overcome, and the facility 
or the rapidity with which it may be done. : 

In the case of the Suez Canal, we have the advantage of a f\|] 
comparison in all essential features: First, in the manner of its 
being dredged, opened, the water let into it, sea locks for the pur- 

pose of preventing the intrusion of high seas into the cana! to 
wash it away, the difficulties of approach on the Mediterranean 
side and on the side of the Red Sea, and the necessity of building 
ports or harbors for the accommodation of the shipping about to 
enter the canal. 

Then, proceeding from that point, we have the analogy of the 
difficulties of maintenance, which, in the case of the Suez Canal, 
are really much greater than they will be in the case of the Nica- 
raguan Canal. In the case of the Suez Canal the difficulty arises 
from the drift of the sand into the channel, caused by the winds 
which prevail there at certain times, and sometimes unexpectedly, 
and drift vast amounts of sand into the channel, so that the proc- 
ess of dredging is required to be continually kept up. A corre- 
sponding difficulty, but of quite a different nature, is to be met 
and overcome at Nicar In Nicaragua the trouble arises 
from the excessive rainfalls on the eastern coast of that State, and 
that difficuity can be met, and is met, in the line projected here, 
by placing the canal level, from its start on the Atlantic side to 
its terminal on the Pacific side, above the reach of any flood or- 
high water. I consider that the difficulty in meeting the rainfall 
in Nicaragua is met and finally disposed of in the plan of con- 
struction, or rather in the axial location of the canal, whereas in 
the case of the Suez canal the trouble is ever recurring, and will 
remain there so long as the winds blow and the sands can be 
shifted by them. So I find in the history of the Suez Canal, both 
in the cost of its construction and maintenance, and more partic- 

ularly in the receipts—the income from its tolls—what I conceive 
to be a very excellent, perhaps a conclusive, standard of compari- 
son with the Nicaraguan Canal. 
Before I enter upon a description of the project which we have 
brought forward in this bill for the purposes that it is expected to 
acgomplish and the reasons for bringing it forward, I desire to call 
| the attention of the Senate to some statistics in regard to the Suez 
| Canal. That canal is 97} miles long, pretty nearly a straight line, 
| though there are some curves in it. There are about 68 or 70 miles 
| of canalization, actual lift of the earth and throwing it out upon 

embankments. That canal was constructed at a time when the art 

of canal building with dredges and pumps was very imperfect as 
| compared with thepresent time. Wemightsay theadvantages now 
areas 100to50. We have more than double the advantage in build- 
|inga canal, going through any material which you please = ot , 

e Dave 
now more than 50 per cent advantage in the method of construc- 
tion, in cheapness and rapidity of construction, over what existed 
| at the time the Suez Canal was built, and this great advantage has 
| come from the invention of American mechanics, American con- 
structors, who have been forced by exigencies which they could 
not escape to tax their genius so as to get machinery of different 
kinds for the construction of the great drainage canal at Chicago, 
which actually overcomes—— 

Mr. DAVIS. I should like to ask the Senator from Alabama 
| whether any estimate has been made as to how far the estimates 
| of cost which were before the committee in respect to the Nica- 

ragua Canal, can be diminished in view of-the actual result at 
Chicago? 

Mr. MORGAN. . We have that estimate here, and we have also 
the statement of the gentleman who constructed the canal. 

Mr. DAVIS. WilltheSenator state the percentage or anything 
Mr MORGAN, 1 h to 

2 AN. Ican not give the tage, except to say 
that at Chicago in rock channeling, rock lifting, the removal of 
clay and gravel out of the line of the canal and transferring it an 
average distance of probably two or three hundred yards the sav- 
ing is at least 50 cent. It is, I believe, the most marvelous 

r ever made by mechanics in the history of such works. 

r. DAVIS. I know there are great claims made about it, and 
I should be glad to see a specific statement. 5 

Mr. MORGAN. Before I get through I will call the attention 
of the Senate to the statements on that subject. 

Now, Mr. President, when Disraeli was about to go outof office, 


whether it is stone, or mud, or clay, or sand, or gravel. 
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at least within a year or two before he went out of office, he had 
the courage to overcome a British prejudice against the Suez Canal, 
which was very intense and veryfoolish. The British Government 
had large and very valuable settlements at the Cape of Good Hope, 
and all the ships that passed around from the Atlantic to China 
and India and into the Pacific Ocean went by the Cape of Good 
Hope, touched there naturally, necessarily indeed, and were a 
source of enormous revenue and great profit to those people. 
Besides that, the British Government did not want to have a canal 
opened between the Red Sea and the Mediterranean, for the rex 
son that adjacent to that canal lay the territory of some of her 
most powerful rivals. Along the line of the Mediterranean there 
were France, Italy, Turkey, and on the north African coasts there 
were several of the smaller states, including Egypt, under the 
suzerainty of the Sultan of Turkey. We findafter we pass around 
to the Red Sea that her possessions were flanked on one side by 
Arabia and on the other by Africa, with very enterprising colo- 
nies established by the French, the Italians, and the Germans in 
those sections of the world. So she did not wish her passage from 
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London or Liverpool to Bombay or any other port in India to be | 


through states or in the vicinity of states that might hold a flank 
position or a short line upon her, and could come out and attack 
her ships or her commerce or anything she might have to send 
through there and impede her way to her colonies. So Great 
3ritain was opposed to it. 

When the Suez Canal was originated it was a private enterprise. 
An endeavor was made to get the French Government into it, but 
the French Government declined to make the guaranties; it de- 
clined to take it up, and De Lesseps went through the south of 
Europe and got together a sufficient subscription for the purpose 
of building the great canal, or at least to start it. He then went 
to the Khedive of Egypt. The Khedive, with remarkable fore- 
sight and with great courage, committed his Government to the 
assistance of the canal, and together the ple of the south of 
Europe, most largely in France, and the Khedive of Egypt con- 
structed the canal. The British Government interposed a pro- 
test to the Sultan of Turkey against this thing being done. . The 
Sultan interposed a protest to the Khedive against it, but not 
earnestly enough to prevent the construction of that great water- 
way. After the canal was built,and after, as we remember, the 
celebration of it, which was a féte that occupied the attention and 
excited the admiration of the world, the. French Empress being 
there for the purpose of inaugurating the work, Disraeli, with that 
sagacity which perhaps distinguished him as much as any other 
British statesman, concluded that it was to the best interest of the 
British Government to buy acontrolling interest in that stock; and 
he set about to doit. He could not buy a controlling interest. 
The other Governments objected. He could not buy an interest 
that cost him more than $20,000,000, at a little above par. The 
whole capitalization of the canal at that time was $100.000,000. 
So he could get only about one-fifth of it, instead of a majority of 
the stock; but he bought the stock, and he bought it at a slight 
premium in the market. A 

He believed, and the world since that time has realized the fact, 
that that investment by Great Britain was of all others that that 
great Government has ever made the most profitable financially 
and the most important politically, and the occupation of Egypt 
to-day is due to the fact of the building of the Suez Canal and the 
necessity that Great Britain is under of having both the terminal 
points of that canal under her military control. She occupies 
Egypt, and she will occupy Egypt so long as the Pyramids do, 
unless the Government in London breaks down. That was the 
moving cause; that was the consideration which forced her to take 
this ground, and she holds it with British tenacity, 

Now, without going any further into the general history of 
this matter, which I have given very imperfectly, I desire to call 
attention to what the British investment was. The canal was 
opened in 1870. It was completely built in 1869. Great Britain 
invested about $20,000,000 in the stock of the canal, just a few 
dollars under that sum, and put the stock in her treasury as an 
asset of the treasury, which made it equal to the consol or any 
other obligation of the Government of Great Britain. At the 
close of 1895, as was stated by the treasury bench in the House of 
Commons—I have the authority to show it, a London paper—the 
cost of the investment had been returned by the dividends on the 
stock. The full cost had been returned in 1895. At the present 
rate of dividends, the present value of the shares is $120,000,000. 

Mr. President, that looks improbable; it looks as if it were mere 
romance, mere fiction, mere fancy; and yet it is the solid fact. 
On the investment of $20,000,000, by Disraeli, the precise date of 
which I can give you if it is required, the stock to-day is worth 
$120,000,000, I have a table which shows the rate of earnings of 
the Suez Canal since 1869. At therate of tolls now charged, about 
$1.87 per ton on vessels passing through the canal, taking no 
account, however, of the passenger trade, the Suez Canal, after 
nearly doubling its size, for it has been enlarged out of the reserve 
fund, and after a heavy fund is set apart for betterments, is earn- 
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ing 18 per cent dividends on a cost of $100,000,000. Of the cost of 
$100,000,000, $58,000,000 only was expended in actual canalization— 
actual work. Forty-two million dollars of the $100,000,000 was 
for interest, discount, fees for promotion, and losses in adminis- 
tration. Onlya partof it wasa necessary charge on the resources 
of the company. The Suez Canal was built in avery extravagant 
way, so far as fees and cost of promotion areconcerned. Immense 
amounts of money were spent that ought not to have been spent. 
Nevertheless, the whole canal was capitalized at $100,000,000 after 
all these expenses were covered. 

The canal is now a permanent property, earning 6 per cent on 





-$3800,000,000, and it has grown to these proportions in twenty-seven 


years. The latest quotations of the shares on the Paris Bourse 
were on last Saturday, January 16, 1897, and the 500-franc shares 
($100) were quoted at 3,250 francs—common stuck of the canal com- 
pany—or in dollars a share of the par value of $100 is worth $650. 
The Suez Canal. as I have stated, was opened to traffic in 1869. 
Its first year’s realization was really in 1870. The growth and 
present magnitude of its business are shown in a table I have here 

and will insert in my remarks. 
Suez Canal. 








“ | Number | Net Suez : “ 
Year. of vessels.| tonnage. Receipts. |Dividends. 
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It has gone on with a steady, gradual increase. I could not get 
the number of vessels for 1895 and 1896, but perhaps I will get it 
before I close my remarks to-day. But I will take 1894. The 
number of vessels which passed through the canal in 1894 was 
8,352, against 486 in 1870; the tonnage was 8,039,175, against 436,- 
609 in 1870, and the receipts were $14,825,411, against $869,150 in 
1870. The percentage of receipts upon the capital invested was 
18.50 per cent in 1895. In 1895 the receipts went up to $16,000,000, 
In 1896 they were $15,800,000. 

Now, if not another ship in the world passed through the Nica- 
ragua Canal except such as we would get by a division of ton- 
nage with the Suez Canal, and if we got 4,000,000 tons a year 
whilst she got 4,000,000 tons a year, and if we charged $1.50 a ton 
while the Suez Canal charges $1.87, we at once see that the profit 
on the investment proposed by this bill in the construction of the 
Nicaragua Canal would be quite satisfactory. That is the view 
which the American people ought to take of this matter if they 
have only a money-making interest in the canal. It is a very en- 
couraging and profitable view to take of it, and it suits the temper 
of the present age, that in making investments of money or of the 
credit of the United States it should be clearly demonstrated that 
there is to be a profitable outcome, in dollars, from the investment. 

I do not indulge in the romantic sentiment which many have 
even boasted, that it would be better for us to build the canal and 
throw away the money than not to have the canal. At the same 
time that is a: proposition which would be very hard to answer 
when you come to consider it in a national sense, for if we can 





spend $260,000,000 in two or three years for the purpose of main- 
taining the equilibrium of our credit commercially with Great 
Britain, a matter about which I am not complaining, we certainly 
can afford to spend one-half of that sum or something equivalent 
to one-half in building a canal which, if it did not yield to us a 
dollar of profit. would at the same time furnish to the agricultur- 
ists and all the industrial people of the United States in every 
quarter such enormous advantages as would arise from this 
method of cheap water transportation between our Pacific and our 
Atlantic coasts. Or if we were to build the canal alone for the 
use of the Navy as a strategic movement, so that we might double 
the power of our Navy without building two great fleets—one for 
the Pacific and one for the Atlantic—it might be said, in the 
American sense, properly, that we could throw away the whole 
amount of money we put into the canal and still makea very large 
earning in the advantage, of a maritime and strategic nature, 
which we would get out of the enterprise. Or if we built the 
canal alone for the conveniencé, advantage, and profit of our coast 
trade, we would still find that the people themselves would be 
stimulated by the opportunity furnished by thecanal in all of their 
industries and all of their trades tothat degree that we might very 
well afford to accept any opportunity that might be presented to 
put the money in that course of expenditure, without ever expect- 
ing to receive a dollar in return. 

Or if we look at the great national duty of connecting together 
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our coasts—the Atlantic and Pacific—and to form of this nation- 
ality that sort of union of interest, as well as of feeling and sym- 
pathy, which would bind us together asa nation and a people 
beyond all possibility of severing or of dissatisfaction in the future, | 
then, if we were to throw away all the money that we propose to | 
put into the canal—in an enterprise so advantageous and so invit- 
ing—we should not consider that we had lost anything. Or if by 
building the canal we could open to the merchants and the sailors 
of the Atlantic Coast, to say nothing of the Pacific Coast, the ad- 
vantage of free and cheap water introduction to the traffic of the 
Pacific Ocean, with all of its vast undeveloped and absolutely | 
incomprehensible wealth, we would say that if we were to throw 
the money away it would be still well invested if it resulted in 
the production of this great waterway. 

We might find light also in the example of Russia, which builds 
a railway, called the Siberian road, from her eastern shores to 
Viadivostok, just above Korea. She can not expect to realize a 
very large profit upon the freight to be carried by that railroad. 
With the same feeling of enterprise that Russia must have in 
respect of enlarging her eastern possessions and opening the ad- 
vantages of the Pacific Ocean to her people, we might well say 
that we could as well afford to throw this money away, if it is to 
be thrown away, as Russia can to throw away the money she has 

ut into the Siberian railroad without ever reclaiming a cent of 
it. But when we come to look into the actual facts and take the 
standard of comparison furnished to us by the Suez Canal, to 
which it is impossible to close our eyes, we are admonished that 
not only have we these great powers, privileges, and duties rest- 
ing upon us, but we have actually in sight an enormous earning 
on & very small expenditure. 

With these general observaiions, Mr. President, in an outline 
view of this great question, merely touching upon the surface of | 
things, and not undertaking to penetrate into the actual argument 
about it, I desire now to present to the Senate the terms and pro- 
visions of the pending bill, to show that it is a thoroughly prac- 
ticable and, as I believe, a thoroughly wise measure. I would not | 
feel authorized to indulge in that expression about it if I were the 
author of the bill, but perhaps 150 of the most intelligent men in 
the United States have had a part in the authorship of the bill, 
and many of those men have been in the Houses of Congress. The 
honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] presented two bills 
here, the terms of which were somewhat modified and changed as 
argument proceeded and experience was obtained, indicating that 
changes ought to be made. After long and laborious considera- | 
tion on the part of the Committee on Foreign Relations, I pre- 
sented a third bill, which changed the features of the former bills 
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considerably. 

Then the subject went into the House of Representatives, and I 
must do the committee of the other House thé justice to say that 
they have very much improved the wholeplan. They haveaccepted 





propositions which originally I thought were antagonistic to the 
measure in rather a vital sense. I am now persuaded that they 
are wise amendments, and I believe that no more carefully con- | 
sidered measure than this one has ever been brought to the atten- 
tion of the Congress of the United States. 
because the different committees which have acted upon it and the 
great number of gentlemen who have considered it have thought 
the matter over in the most careful and considerate way. No per- 
son who has ever been connected with the proposed canal improve- 
ment of whom I am aware has attempted to inject into it any 
a wish or desire or thought or feeling or advantage either 
or himself or the section of country which he happened to repre- 
sent. 
Itis afair, ajust, a genuine bill through and through, and fromthe 
very outset the measure has had the support of all the different parts 
of the American Union. The honorable Senator from Vermont, 
Mr. Edmunds, who was here, a wise and able man, was a great 
friend of the measure. He bestowed the closest attention upon it. 
The fact is, Mr. Edmunds is the man who originated the thought 
of our legislation and brought the matter into the Senate of the 
United States. Then there was Mr. Dolph, over on the other | 
coast, Mr. MITcHELL of Oregon, over there, and other gentlemen 
who are — with us to-day. Then there was the honorable 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN], in the center of the United | 
States, and his former colleague, Mr. Payne. There was Mr. 
Eustis of Louisiana, who united in the first report, and it was a | 
unanimous report from the Committee on Foreign Relations, and | 
after he went out of the Senate he became one of the directors in 
the scheme. Mr. Saulsbury was its active supporter. There was 
the Hon. Joseph Brown, who now sleeps in an honored grave, 
whom we all know was a man of extreme carefulness in respect | 
of all public expenditures and public enterprises. He had, per- | 
haps, as little of the idea of speculation upon Government credit 


It is obliged to be so 





as any other man who has ever held a seat in this body. He was 
an enthusiastic friend of this measure, and he wrote or telegraphed | 
me from his sick bed in Atlanta, Ga., to pair him in favor of the | 
bill; that it had his whole, hearty support. So from all over the 
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United States, the East and the West, the North and the South 
and the center have been represented by different gentlemen in ths 
Senate of the United States and also in the House of Representa- 
tives who have concurred most heartily in bringing this subject 
forward as a matter of indispensable national necessity and of 
captivating national glory and honor. 

How did it happen that the Senate of the United States thought 
it was prudent and necessary to take up this subject? It was in 
this way: The Government of the United States, under the Fro. 


*linghuysen-Zavala treaty with Nicaragua, had an opportunity to 


secure a certain control over the canal projected in that treaty. for 
which we proposed to pay $4,000,000 to the Government of Nica- 
ragua, and we had an opportunity to acquire almost absolute 


| sovereignty in Nicaragua, at least over an area of country 12 miles 


wide. The provisions for the construction, maintenance, and pro- 
tection of the canal under the Frelinghuysen-Zavala treaty were 
very full and complete. I was one of its earnest supporters, and 
but for the fact that the succeeding Administration differed jin 
opinion with the one that preceded it on that question and with- 
drew the treaty 1 think there is no doubt that it would have re- 
ceived the necessary two-thirds vote in this body. It received a 
majority vote upon every occasion when it was presented. But 
the defeat of that treaty was upon two grounds, one of which was 
that of an entangling alliance with foreign powers. There was 
supposed to be involved in it an entangling alliance with the 
Government of Nicaragua. Another reason was that there was 
some apprehension on the part of distinguished gentlemen that a 
controversy with Great Britain would arise out of this treaty in 
respect of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty of 1850. 

There was a controversy also that was thought ible to arise 
out of the application of the Monroe doctrine, which at that time 
was not quite so clearly defined in the policy of the United States 
Government as it is to-day. At that time there seemed to be no 
objection to the project as to its cost or feasibility. No point was 
raised about its feasibility, no apprehensions were expressed 
about its being a valuable investment, and no dangers were an- 
ticipated in respect of an intervention in a hostile way by foreign 
governments to claim an interest in the canal. The Senate of 
the United States and the executive department went forward 
with perfect freedom in the negotiation of that treaty. It was 


| met at the time only by the argument..to which I have adverted 


and by another which was a matter that has been prominent and 
very important in its effect 2 the subsequent movements for 
the. building of the canal. e had secured the right by treaty 
with Nicaragua, and Great Britain in the very same terms had 
secured the right, she securing her right ten years before we 
secured. ours, to our citizens to accept concessions from the Nica- 
raguan Government for the building of the canal, and some of 
our citizens at the time our treaty was formed with Nicaragua 
had a valuable> concession which they were unable to carry 
through. The policy seemed to be then that it was better to have 
the canal in the ownership of private men than to have it in the 
ownership and control of the Government of the United States 
and in that way to avoid entangling alliances. 

So, after the Zavala treaty was completed, a tive and active 
encouragement was given by the Government of the United States 
to private citizens to go into Nicar: and to obtain concessions. 
That encouragement was in the direction of detailing men to 
make surveys, from the Navy Department and other Departments 
of the Government, engineering departments, and in relieving 
officers from duty in the Departments here to send them out for 
the purpose of negotiating such concessions. 

The man who was chosen to go there to make these negotiations 
had been twice before detailed for duty in the exploration of canal 
lines through Nicaragua and Costa Rica, and made a great 
deal of very valuable and laborious research in the location of the 
canals and in the determination of those preliminary questions, 
which, of course, involved the other question, of the feasibility of 
building the canal. That man was A. G. Menocal, a Cuban by 


| birth, educated in Cuba and in the United States, admitted as a 


civil engineer into the ae Department of the Government of 
the United States, and who has been the projector and builder of 
some of the greatest works that have been accomplished by the 
Navy Department from that time to this. At all events, Mr. 
Menocal was selected, and it was a very wise selection, because he 
showed that he had as much diplomatic ability perhaps as he kad 
of engineering ability. ; 
The people of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, because of the rejec- 
tion of the Zavala treaty, had turned their eyes anxiously toward 
Europe for friends to build this canal, and they received Mr. 
Menocal with indifference, you may say, if not with antagonism. 
He was, however, a man of Spanish birth; he spoke the language 
perfectly; and he was before that time in Nicaragua as an officer 
detailed by the Government of the United States to go down and 
survey the San Juan River and the harbor of Greytown at the 
request of Nicar The Ni an Government was very 
friendly to Mr. Menocal, because they had asked the Government 
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of the United States to detail kim, as a favor to the Nic n 
Government, to go to Nicaragua and survey the San Juan Hiver 
and also the harbor of Greytown—work that he went there and 
performed for the repr ey, Government at their request while 
he was still an officer of the United States Government. 

It would not do to say that he did not find any difficulties in 
the way; but he overcame them. He made a most admirable ne- 
gotiation, and the result of it was the concession from Nicaragua 
which is before us to-day, and is the basis of our action. He ob- 
tained a concession, not to the Government of the United States, 
for the Government of the United States did not want it; they 
had just rejected a concession which was still more valuable in the 
Frelinghuysen and Zavala treaty; therefore it had to be a matter 
of private enterprise. A few gentlemen in New York and else- 
where in the United States, perhaps as many as twenty-five or 
thirty (I have all their names in the record here), concluded that 
they would organize a provisional association—a private com- 

»any—for the purpose of getting this concession. They furnished 
M r. Menocal with money. The terms of the concession required 
the payment of $100,000 in gold to fix the bargain, and required a 
payment also of $50,000 for the purpose of enabling the Govern- 
ment of Nicaragua to obtain the right of way from her citizens, 
who had claimed private rights of property on the western side 
of Nicaragua Lake. Thatmoney wassubscribed and paid. Nica- 
ragua received the $150,000, and has it still in her treasury. 

They cams to the United States and they took a charter in Col- 
orado for this company—I believe the name of it was the Nica- 
ragua Canal Company—forthe purpose of receiving the concession 
from the gentleman to whom it was made in terms, for the conces- 
sion reads that it was made to Mr. Menocal for the benefit of these 
other persons or this corporation. So the concession into 
the hands of that a consisting of the gentlemen who 
owned the aig kf and who had paid their money for it. 

Thereupon they concluded, and wisely concluded, that they 
would obtain a charter for this company to work the concession, 
which was the company of execution, from the Congress of the 
United States. They did that in order to have the power of this 
Government engaged in the regulation of the affairs of the cor- 
poration in connection with foreign Governments, and also for 
the name and the prestige of it, which was all entirely rightful 
and very proper. 

That matter underwent considerable debate in the Senate and 
in the House, and after quite a while a charter was voted. That 
charter has a very important political effect upon the whole plan, 
the whole scheme, I will not now go into it, inasmuch as I am 
not undertaking to give all the history of the progress of this work, 
but it regulated the amount of stock, the amount of bonds which 
the company might issue; it required the officers of the corpora- 
tion eniied oath to report directly to the Secretary of the Interior 
in respect of all mattersconnected with the operations of the canal, 
and to answer to any other demands that he might make from 
time to time, in order that the Government of the United States 
might be informed as to the condition of this pro ee Ses progress, 
and all that related to it, and might take further legislative or other 
action that might be requisite. 

In that particular, and in many others which will be found in 
the charter, the Government of the United States united itself 
with this incorporation and with this concession to the extent of 
giving to it its protection, the power of organization as a corpora- 
tion, and all the other things that abound in the case of an incor- 
poration, connecting the Government very closely with it. It is 
not possible to deny that we have united the political powers of 
the United States in a responsible way with this enterprise and 
with the concession upon which it is based. 

Now, this private enterprise, as we call it, was encouraged by 
the Government of the United States, and particularly by the then 
Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Whitney, who made the detail of Mr. 
Menocal to go out there and perfect the arrangement and to con- 
duct the survey. He had a detail there for nearly three years 
afterwards in conducting the surveys about which so much has 
been said. The Government of the United Siates in all of this 
matter has stood behind these gentlemen, has encouraged them, 
and given them to believe that at least their rights, whatever they 
might be under the concession, would always be preserved and 

rotected by the power of the Government of the United States. 

n all this the Government acted wisely and within its rights, but 
not without incurring obligations of duty and honor that Congress 
should respect. 

_ There is nothing plainer than that. No set of men ever entered 
into an enterprise with a better nty from a government 
than was given by the Government of the United States to these 
men when they went out there and spent their money, and came 
back and got their organization completed, and went to work to 


build this canal, on which they have spent four and a half million 
dollars of their own private money, and were then incorporated 
by Congress us ee the Company of Execution to work out the grants 
concession. 


in this 
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Now, in that view of the situation, Mr. President, the 
of course, arose in the minds of these men where they could finance 


uestion, 


the bonds. It was their business to raise the money to do what 
the Government had invited and urged them todo. There are 
very few men in the United States who by combination could 
build that canal. Perhaps there are one or two who might build 
it out of their own private fortune, but when you come to men of 
average ability in a financial way it would take perhaps a great 
many thousand of them to unite the strength of their credit suc- 
cessfully for the purpose of building a canal of the magnitude of 
this work. They necessarily were thrown upon the financial 
markets of the world for the money with which to build their 
canal. That is not an unusual thing. There is not a railroad in 
the United States of any great extent that has not been built in 
the same way. The projectors of the railroads have been com- 
pelled to go to the financial centers of the world and to get the 
money by borrowing it, and they have to put up very heavy se- 
curity, usually a dollar of stock for a dollar of bonds, and some- 
times a great deal more than that, besides blanket mortgages. 

These gentlemen went to work to finance this scheme, and they 
raised in the United States almost exclusively—I believe exclu- 
sively—the four and a half million dollars which they have ex- 
pended, by the selling of the stock and by placing bonds upon the 
market and in the hands of our own people. The list of bond- 
holders and stockholders, not in the Maritime Company, but in the 
Construction Company, amounted tosome three or four hundred, 
and all those names appear in the records of Congress here. I 
have heretofore put them upon the record. They were making 
progress. The Construction Company had an arrangement, I 
think I might call it a contract, with Baring Bros. to finance 
the bonds. It will come out more fully in the statements made 
by Senator Miller and others here. The Baring Bros. were over- 
taken with misfortune and failed, and that cut them off. But 
before that happened, as I remember the dates, Mr. Miller, who 
had been a member of this body and was well known, was met by 
Mr. Edmunds in the office of our Secretary of the Senate. Mr. 
Edmunds asked him what was being done about the building of 
this canal, in which he felt a very great interest. 

Mr. Miller told him they were at work at it; that the require- 
ments of the concession were pretty severe; that at least $2,000,000 
had to be spent within about eighteen months from the date of 
the completion of the survey; that they had got the money together 
and they had complied with their contract; that they had secured 
the concession absolutely; the terms were rather severe. but they 
had complied with them, and besides that, they were then in the 
course of the expenditure of the balance of the four anda half million 
dollars which they had already raised upon their bonds. Mr. Ed- 
munds suggested, ‘‘ Well, where are you getting the money?” 
‘* Why, of course we are getting it from England. Everybody gets 
money from England.” Mr. Edmunds did not like the thought. 
‘*Whatare you giving forit?” ‘* Well,a very largeamount of our 
securities. Weare building a canal that will cost, according to the 
estimates of the engineers, about $85,000,000 at the outside. We 
have promised that we will issue $150,000,000 of our bonds, and we 
will back it up with $100,000,000 of our stock, and with a mortgage 
upon the franchise and upon all the corporate rights of every 
kind. That is what we have had todo.” Mr. Edmunds remarked 
to Mr. Miller, ‘‘ Why, this is going to be an enormous tax upon 
the commerce of the United States. That canal ought to be built 
for the estimated price, and then your rates of toll can be lowered 
so that you will not tax the commerce of the United States to the 
extent that you would otherwise have todo.” Mr. Miller said that 
was very true, and he would be very happy if any arrangement 
could be made to bring about that result, but that the com- 
pany did not have the power to do it; that their financial credit 
was not strong enough to enable them to get the money to build 
the canal upon any better terms. They had done the very best 
they could. 

It was their property, and they had the right to do with it the 
best they could, and no one at that time seemed to have any objec- 
tion to the idea that the stock of the canal was to be owned 
entirely abroad, any more than we have any seeming objection at 
this moment of time that the stock of the Union Pacific Railroad 
and the Central Pacific Railroad are owned abroad. Quite a 
majority of the stock of both of these great corporations is owned 
abroad. 

But at that time the question was not one that had been pub- 
licly agitated, and these gentlemen doubtless did not feel the em- 
barrassment that they feel now about a suggestion of that kind. 
Mr. Edmunds came into this body when it was in executive ses- 
sion, in order that no bad impression might get out over the world 
in respect of what we were going to do or thought we had a right 
todo. He had a resolution passed requiring the Committee on 
Foreign Relations to make inquiry into this subject, and to ascer- 
tain upon what terms the United States could be permitted to 
take hold of this charter and build the road. That was the pur- 
port of the resolution; I do not know the terms of it, but that was 
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the purpose of it. And of course the committee, following the 
lead of the Senate, had executive sessions in regard to it. The 
yresident of the Construction Company and the president of the 
Maritime Canal Company were summoned before the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and several of the directors and their clerks, 
and we examined carefully into the whole matter. Then the 
question arose, on the suggestion of the Senate committee, upon 
what terms will this corporation place its contract in the power 
of the United States? Negotiations, you may call them, were held 
between the committee and the owners of the franchise, and the re- | 
sult was that certain terms were considered to be acceptable on | 
both sides. It was probable that the terms agreed upon would be | 
acceptable on both sides, and the Senate committee embodied those | 
terms in a bill and reported it to this body. It never had a hear- | 
ing here for the want of time, but an able repori was made, which | 
was signed by every member of the committee, favoring the plan 
and favoring the acquisition of the contract, as far as was per- | 
missible, for the benefit of the United States. 

Now, I have brought this matter up, Mr. President, to the | 
point where it rests at the present moment, and the question is, | 
Will the United States buy this property from these men at the 
price and on the terms presented in the pending bill? Thatis the | 
question. It is their property; itis notours. They did notreally | 
come here to sell it, although they may now be anxious to do so. | 
I am not prepared to say that they are or that they are not. Butit 
is their property. They have paid for it. They acquired it under 
guaranties from the Government of the United States of the most 
solemn character; at least, that the Government had notany right | 
to put terms upon them that would so embarrass them as that | 
they would be compelled to surrender their property to this Gov- | 
ernment. 

The first bill that was presented here was not upon the idea that | 
the Government should become a stockholder, but that the stocks | 
should remain in the Treasury of the United States, to be disposed | 
of aiong with the bonds for the purpose of raising money. The | 
company said, ‘‘We are unable to negotiate that scheme if you | 
et it forward. There will be a very large additional cost and a | 

oss to the Government and a loss to us if the proposition goes | 
into that shape,” and they objected to it. Nevertheless, the com- | 
mittee were in favor of it. They never intimated that they would | 
agree to it, but we thought we had compulsory power enough 
over them to compel them to do it. That is the way we thought | 
about it. We thought it was just, at least that it was nearly so, 
and that it was wise, and we would compel them to do it. 

The proposition that the Government of the United States should 
become a stockholder in this company came from the Maritime | 
Canal Company through theirauthorizedagents. Theysaid, ‘‘Take | 
the stock; take seventy million of the stock; let it be paid-up stock; | 
and take it as a consideration for the guaranty of these bonds. | 
Then that will leave us a sum of money to be distributed in bonds | 
or stocks to Nicaragua and Costa Rica and the present owners of | 
the concession, out of which we can get pay for what we haye put | 
in there, and that is all we are claiming.” 

The proposition for the Government to become a stockholder | 
originated in the mind of some of the gentlemen who owned this | 
concession, and in the mind of the Senators who were there rep- | 
resenting the Government in that committee. 

Now, I should like to know whether, if we defeat the pending | 
bill, any man in the world can justly say to the owners of this | 
concession, ** You have not got the right now to dispose of it for | 
your own benefit in any market where you can find a purchaser.” | 

ow can we ever place ourselves in an attitude so disagreeable | 
and so unjust toward our own people? After we have rejected | 
overtures, if you please, though they are not overtures, for the 
sale of this property, after we have refused to buy it, after we | 
have refused to have anything to do with it, how can we then | 
turn to these men and say, ‘‘ You shall not dispose of this prop- 
erty to some foreign power or some foreign people?” 

And yet, Mr. President, we ought to say one thing or the other. 
They complain, and they have complained bitterly all the time, 
that the overture made by the Committee on Foreign Relations by 
the order of the Senate to the owners of these concessions so far 
crippled them in the markets of thiscountry andabroad as that they 
could do nothing whatever with their bonds or their stocks after 
that date. They would go to a banker and say, ‘“‘ Here, we want 
to place these bonds; here is ample security,” and all that. The 
banker would respond to them, as has been doneon many occasions, 
** Your security is good; your property is valuable; the guaranties 
are all right; but we know that when we start this project and get | 
this canal on foot the United States will be compelled tocome and 
take it away from you, and then we shall have to give up our 
property and the prospect of the profit-that we expect to realize 
in entering into the negotiation with you, and we do not choose 
to do it; itis too risky. If you were free, as a railroad company, 
to make your negotiations without the intervention of the Gov- 
ernment, that would be all well; but we understand perfectly well 
that no canal can be built through Nicaragua unless it is under 
the patronage and under the protection of some particular gov- 
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ernment that has to be strong enough to take care of it, and that 
Government is the United States, and therefore we are unwilling 
to put 2 money.” 

Now, Mr. President, I contemplate the idea of these men seeking 
another market with their concessions with a great deal of dissat- 
isfaction and very serious apprehension. A doctrine has gone 
forth. I do not know who was the author of it, but he wasa great 
man, whoever he was, and he lived somewhere between the days 
of Monroe and the days of Mr. Hayes. The doctrine is generally 
attributed to Ganaeel Grant. Probably he might have been tho 
author of it. It was couched in very terse words. Iremember to 
‘**The canal 
through the Isthmus of Darien must be an American canal under 
American control.” 

I believe that Mr. Evarts, whom we all honor, was the author 
of this true, patriotic, and noble sentence. It will never be 
changed while America is worthy of its glorious name. That 
doctrine has fast hold upon the conscience and heart of every true 
American under the flag of the country. There is not one man 
who is a true American who is willing to yield or abandon it. | 
number myself amongst the class who adhere to it with absolute 
pertinacity; and without undertaking to make any rash expression 
or anything that appears to be pertinent to an existing or pros- 
pective state of affairs, I do not hesitate to announce that I would 
not consent that any European power should go into Nicaragua 
and drive this company out of their concession and take the place 
of the United States, as we now have it, and build this canal. [ 
should never consent to that; and I would resort to any kind of 
force which might be necessary to prevent a result so damaging 
and so disgraceful as that would be to this country. 

Now, I will suppose that we have defeated this bill and, after 
we have defeated it, that no man can turn to the Maritime Canal 
Company or to any other company and say, ‘‘ We have got some 
lien, moral, legal, or equitable, upon your franchise;” no man can 
turn around and say they are under any obligation whatever in 
the disposition of this great property for which they paid and 
which we encouraged them to buy; we must in honor then say to 
them, ‘‘Go where you will and sell it to whom you will, you have 
as much right to do it as an Alabama planter ie a right to sell 
his bale of cotton in London or in Paris, and to choose his mar- 
I will suppose, then, that this bill is defeated, and I will 
suppose that these men go to England and tender to the British 


| Government precisely the situation we are in here to-day, and 


they should say to the British Parliament, ‘Give us a charter in 
the very words of the American charter, mutatis mutandis, give 
us this identical charter, pass the bill which was reported by the 
Committee on the Nicaraguan Canal to the Senate of the United 
States, claim for yourselves the $70,000,000 of stock there, advance 
the $100,000,000 of guaranty which was necessary to build the 
canal, pa us the little pittance we have expended here of four 
and a alf millions in this canal, pay it back to us, and give us 
seven millions of paid-up stock in the concern; your bill 
ill, and give 
us the charter in the very language of the American charter, 
and you shall have the rights we have acquired under these con- 
cessions.” 

Mr. President, who can estimate the excitement which would 
occur in the United States upon the passage of a bill like that 
through the Parliament of Great Britain? How are we to pre- 
vent it? We may say that this is to be an American canal under 
American control, but before we can say that to Great Britain 
under the circumstances which I have just been announcing 
to-day, which are absolutely the fact, you have got to break down 
a treaty between Great Britain and Nicaragua, and also you have 
got to discard and ignore a treaty between the United States and 
Nicaragua, both of which are in the same terms. By a treaty 
made between Great Britain and Nicaragua ten years before our 
treaty was in existence, in 1858, eight years after the date of the 
Clayton-Bulwer treaty, Great Britain has precisely the powers 
and rights in Nicaragua which we have under our treaty made 
ten years later. There isa little story connected with that—not 
a story, but a piece of history which has not been very much com- 
mented — although it is in our diplomatic correspondence— 
which ‘will illustrate rather forcibly, perhaps, the statecraft and 
statesmanship and diplomatic skill of the British Government as 
compared with ours. 

When Mr. Cass was Secretary of State, he negotiated a treaty 
with Ayun—I think he was the man who negotiated it, though per- 
haps it may have been some other. That treaty was drawn up 
with great care. It is the same treaty which ten years or twelve 
years later we negotiated and concluded a second time with Nica- 
ragua. That treaty was made and already drawn up and agreed 
upon when the British Government sent out a special commis- 
sioner to Nicaragua to arrange certain matters between that Gov- 
ernment and Great Britain, including the rights Great Britain 
claimed to exercise and were also conceded to the United States 
under the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. When this British commis- 
sioner got there, he found that the Nicaraguan secretary of state 


















had already agreed to a treaty with the United States, and he suc- 
ceeded in persuading him that the United States were the bitter 
enemies of Nicaragua; that it would not do to confer upon them 
any such power and authority, and that they had better make that 
treaty with Great Britain, because Great Britain was a very much 
stronger power than the United States, especially as a naval power. 
He succeeded in taking that treaty out of the hands of the Nicara- 
guan Government and copying it—for he copied it literally—and 
vot it signed as a treaty between tireat Britain and Nicaragua; 
and it took this Government ten years to get a treaty in identical 
terms with Nicaragua granting us the right to build a canal or a 
railroad through her territory. Now, this concession, this law, 
the act of incorporation, and all that we have done in regard to 
it, is predicated upon that treaty between the United States and 
Nicaragua; and yet when we come to look over the field we find 
that Nicaragua had granted to Great Britain the same powers and 
privileges precisely, word for word, ten years sooner. 

How did we happen to manage to get ahead of Great Britain on 
that? Merely by the fact that our enterprising citizens, the very 
men whom we are now pulling up by the ears and questioning 
so severely about everything, went there and got this conces- 
sion. That was all. We were first in time, and being first in 
time, were first in right. Now, discard it, throw it away, have 
nothing to do with it, spurn it, put your foot upon it, drive those 
men out of this Senate Chamber, and I should like to know whether 
your doctrine that this is an American canal under American con- 
trol is going to prevail against the British right to have exactly 
the sam+ concession from the very same people whom we are now 
casting away? Whether they would do it, or whether they would 
not, I do not know, but I do not care, after we have taxed these 
men to the extent we have, about making them lose the $4,500,000 
that they have expended, besides $7,000,000 of stock which they 
claim in the enterprise, I do not care about compelling them to 
throw that all away, or to burn it up as a sacrifice on the altar of 
their patriotism. I do not feel well to doa mean thing like that. 
No American can fail to blush clear behind his ears when the 
question comes up whether we shall contemptuously kick these 
men out of doors simply because they come here and offer to us as 
a bargain this canal, which would make us worth $100,000,000 
more than the canal will cost in fifteen years from the date of its 
construction. 

How, then, are*we to prevent these men from going to Great 
Britain, or, after we have destroyed their hope and power of 
realizing this matter in money and of building this canal, how 
are we to prevent Nicaragua from saying, ‘‘The Congress of the 
United States has abandoned the project and the Government of 
Great Britain has got a right to come in?” 

Mr. President, I insist upon this bill being passed, or I insist 
upon its being defeated right now. We have matters lying just 
in front of us. They relate to the arbitration of ‘‘ matters of 
difference between the Government of the United States and the 
Government of Great Britain.” I want to know what those mat- 
ters of difference are. I want to know what we are signing our 
names to when we put them to that paper, and whether it includes 
differences about our rights to go to Nicaragua and Costa Rica 
and establish an American canal under American control. I want 
to pass this bill so that Great Britain shall have her fair oppor- 
tunity to say to us: ‘* This matter will be in difference between 
us.” Well, if a matter gets in difference between us relating to 
the Monroe doctrine, relating to the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, relat- 
ing to the treaty between Nicaragua and the United States, or a 
treaty between Nicaragua and Great Britain, I want to know it; 
and if it is to be a difference of the sort which involves the dis- 
claimer of that great utterance, ‘‘ This is to be an American canal 
under American control,” I want to know that. I want to know 
whether I am willing or prepared, or anybody else here is, to set- 
tle a difference of that kind or a difference in respect to the Monroe 
doctrine by a court to be established through the umpirage of King 
Oscar, or whether it is to be settled by the strength of the power of 
therightarm of the United States, duly exerted in defense and pro- 
tection of our rights. That is why I want this bill acted upon 
now. I want to know what the Congress of the United States 
intends to do about it. 

Then I want to know after that what the Government of Great 
Britain intends to do about it. Then I shall be prepared to under- 
stand what are the matters of difference between the United 
States and Great Britain. I conceive that there are no such mat- 
ters of difference; that there will be none, because if it is possible 
to work an estoppel at all upon the conscience of a government 
that estoppel has become absolute by the fact that Great Britain 
obtained from Nicaragua a treaty, in the identical. terms. ten 
years sooner than our treaty was signed—the very treaty upon 
which we are predicating this action, the very treaty which justi- 
fies us In every step we have taken or propose to take. Great 
Britain obtained the same concessions, or the same treaty rights 
from Nicaragua, but we, having been first in point of fact in 
obtaining the concessions under that treaty and 4 in acting upon 
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them by legislation in Congress, she is estopped from saying that 
we have not as much right as she has, because we have got the 

same rights under the Clayton-Bulwer treaty that she has, and 

we have the same rights under the Nicaragua treaty that she has. 

So I regard the question as being absolutely settled, and the report 

of the committee fully sets forth the ground upon which we have 

rested that branch of this case. 

This bill, Mr. President, deals with two Republics, two sover- 
eign Republics. How did we ever get a right to legislate in respect 
to the governmental powers of Nicaragua and Costa Rica? We 
got it under the treaty of which I am speaking; we got it under 
the concession on which this legislation is based; we got it under 
a provision in that concession that New York should be the office 
of the company, and that this body of gentlemen who received 
this concession might apply to any Government they chose for the 
purpose of getting corporate authority under the protection of 
sovereign power to build this canal, naming New York as the 
place where the central office was to be. All of those men were 
Americans. The transaction was entirely with the people of the 
United States, and had in prospect the granting of authority by 
Congress for the execution of that concession by the company of 
execution named in the bill, called the Maritime Canal Company 
of Nicaragua, the name which we adopted. That company of 
execution was to be created by some other Government than that 
of Nicaragua. Why? Because Nicaragua felt that she did not 
have the power to maintain and enforce its rights and powers if 
they were assailed by some great power. Where did she go? To 
this great Republic, her sister, in whom she has had the most per- 
fect confidence, almost blind confidence, from the time she first 
adopted our form of government. 

Weare dealing with two Republics. Those Republics are stock- 
holders in the Maritime Canal Company, and this bill proposes 
that the Republic of the United States shall be also a stockholder. 
They are represented by directors. They have reserved to them- 
selves in the concessions a certain part of the stock that we are 
providing for. We have reserved the right here to alter. amend, 
or repeal thatcharter. Canwedeal with Republics like Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica in this ordinary legislative way as we deal with 
private citizens, otherwise than through the stipulations of treaties 
and through their consent to our legislation? 

The original charter which we granted to this company, of which 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica were members, provided for stock that 
might amount to $200,000,000.. In this bill we have changed it 
and provided that— 

The capital stock of the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua shall con- 
sist of 1,000,000 shares, of $100 each. 

Making $100,000,000. Then we come to some definitions of what 
the terms mean. 

That the words “the Nicaragua Canal,” whenever used in this act, or the 
act to which this is an amendment, shall be held to include all real and per- 
sonal property and franchises, railroads, piers, channels, dams, locks, em- 
bankments, and other works necessary for or incidental to the construction, 
equipment, maintenance, and operation of the said interoceanic canal made 
or that may be made by the Marifime Canal Company of Nicaragua, or under 
its authority, by virtue of the said acts and the concessions granted or to be 
granted by Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 

There we were and are legislating for these two Republics and 
putting our laws and the power of our laws into the very bosom 
of their sovereignty, but with their consent. We are not sover- 
eigns over them, but we exercise, with their consent, certain sov- 
ereign powers within their limits and with their cooperation. 

Then this company in the process of its organization and oper- 
ation created some debts and sold some of their stock and some 
of their bonds. The bill provides with the extremest care that all 

f these engagements must be absolutely taken up, liquidated, and 
canceled before the act shall go into effect; and that must be done 
to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States. 

The United States are then authorized in section 3 to subscribe 
for $70,000,000 of this $100,000,000 of stock, the stock to be issued 
and placed in the Treasury of the United States precisely as Great 
Britain placed the stock of the Suez Canal in her treasury as an 
asset of the treasury, and that is to be done now, and the consider- 
ation for doing that is as follows: 

Which stock shall be issued in consideration of the guaranty by the United 
States of the bonds of said company hereinafter provided for, and shall be 
regarded as fuily paid and nonassessable. In addition thereto 70.000 shares of 
nonassessable capital stock of said Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua 
shall be issued and delivered to such person or persons as may be designated 
by those stockholders of the said company whose stock has been surrendered 
and canceled, as hereinbefore required. 

It will take more than that amount of stock to liquidate the 
outstanding obligations of this company. They will have to go 
down into their pockets to get the money to do it. 

The next provision in the bill vacates the office of the present 
directors and appoints 11 directors, 8 of whom shall be appointed 
by the President of the United States, byand with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. One shall be appointed asa director by 
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the Republic of Nicaragua, and 1 shall be appointed as a director 
by the Republic of Costa Rica, and 1—making 3—shall be a director 
for the other stockholders of the company. Beyond the amount 
of $7,000,000 of shares it is impossible that private individuals can 
get into this corporation at all. It is exclusively governmental— 
seventy millions of it belonging to the Government of the United 
States, six and a half millions belonging to the Government of 
Nicaragua, reserved in the charter—that is a reservation of the 
charter—and a million to the Government of Costa Rica, also re- 
served inthecharter. Soitis a governmental establishment, with 
the mere provision that less than one-seventh of the stock of the 
company may be in the hands of private holders. 

Now observe what a total reversal that is of the doctrine with 
which we originally set out in this matter and which the Govern- 
ment set out with when it reversed the Zavala treaty. That 
treaty was rejected because it was a governmental affair and led 
to entangling alliances. The Government then preferred that 
the canal should all be in the ownership of. private people with 
governmental protection. Now we have reversed the thing until 
the clamor in the United States is that “we are in favor of this 
canal if the Government can only own it, but we do not want to 
have any private man to have anything to do with it.” Thatisnow 
the complaint. It seems to me that that objection is raised merely 
for the sake of defeating any action at all. But, however that 
may be, I impute no motives to anybody. We have now got it 
jast as close to absolute governmental ownership as it is possible 
to get it without usurping the sovereignty of Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica. They make a concession, in which they say expressly, 
‘*This concession shall not be sold to any foreign government, but 
they may get the stock; they may organize the company.” An 
interest in it may not only be sold, but the concession itself pro- 
vides for the open bidding on the part of the governments, so that 
all may come in and take stock. That has been observed; that 
has been gone through with. The opportunity was offered to 
foreign governments to take stock, but they did not take it. Now 
the opportunity is offered to the United States Government to 
take it, and the question is whether they will. 

These eight directors are to be men who have no interest in this 
canal company. I had better read that provision. It as follows: 


The board of directors of the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua shall 
consist of eleven directors, one to be ap inted by Costa Rica, one by Nica- 
ragua, and one by the stockholders of the Maritime Canal Company other 
than the said Governments, and eight to be appointed by the President of 
Ag the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and 
removable by the President of the United States for cause. In case of a 

eh vacancy in the membership of directors appointed by the President the same 
it shall be filled by a intment by the President, in the same manner, for the 
Bt unexpired term. t no directors ap inted by the President of the United 
States shall own, directly or indirectly, any stock or pecuniary interest in 
said company, nor shali any stockholder. director, officer, or employee be 
connected in any manner with or interested, directly or indirectly. mn any 
contract made by the said company for implements, equipment, material, or 
anything connected with the construction, equipment, or operation of said 
canal, and not more than four of said directors shall be appointed from one 
political party. 

5 I regard that as enough. It meets all the objections which have 
es been made here. Then the bill provides for the succession in 
office of the directors: 


i The treasurer of said Maritime Canal Company shall give bond to said com- 
y pany in such sum as may be fixed by the board of directors. 


¥! The directors are to receive a compensation of $5,000 a year, and, 
5 
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in addition to that, their actual traveling expenses, and each di- 
rector appointed by the President ‘‘ shall visit the canal and make 
a personal examination ofthe works atleast onceeach year.” Then 
: they are required to send their report to the President of the 
4 . United States, who is required to lay it before Congress with his 
aa) next annual message. 

In order to arrive at the sum of money which has been expended 
in the construction of the canal by the Maritime Canal Company, 
or the Construction Company, an account is to be stated: 


Sec. 7. That as soon as practicable after the passage of this act an account 
shall be stated with the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua, which shall 
include all necessary and proper expenditures which have been made or 


incurred ty, said company or for its account by its agents since the 3d day 
of June, 1889— 


That is the time they commenced work— 


in and about the construction of said canal, orin any way incident thereto, or 
connected therewith, including all railroad and telegraph lines built by the 
said company, and all administration and promotion expenses. The amount 
of said expenditures shall be ascertained and determined by a commission 
consisting of two members, one of whom shall be appointed by the President 
of the United States and the other by the stockholders of the time Canal 
Veeny of Nicaragua, whose stock is to be surrendered, as hereinbefore 
provided; and in case the said commissioners should fail to agree u the 
amount of said expenditures they shall select some third person as arbitrator 
whose decision in the matter shall be final. For the reimbursement of said 
expenditures so ascertained and in liquidation of the amount thereof, includ- 
ing interest thereon, there shall be issued and delivered to the person or per- 
sons selected by the stockholders of said Maritime Canal Company of Nica- 
ragua whose stock has been surrendered and canceled as provided for in 
section 3 of this act, bonds of said company in an amount — at their par 
value to the sum of such expenditures so ascertained, which sum shall not 
in any event exceed $4,500,000 and the interest thereon. 


They are fastened down within that limit. 
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Said bonds so to be issued shall have the ty of the United States 
indorsed thereon, as provided in section 10 of act, and the acceptance of 
the same shall be in full satisfaction of all claims against the United States 
or the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua. 

Then the United States has reserved the right to purchase any 
of this $7,000,000 of stock, or the stock of Ni , or the stock 
of Costa Rica, paying for it not exceeding the rate of interest at 3 
per cent per annum; but that is to be done by an act of Congress, 
if ever done at all. 

Section 9 provides for an issue of bonds not to exceed $100,000, - 
000 at 3 per cent—3 per cent bonds payable quarterly ‘‘ in denomi- 
nations of not less t $50, nor more than $1,000.” They are to 
be coupon or registered bonds, according to the election of the per- 
sons who take them— 
to be dated on the Ist oo of J ay, WOR, to be payable on the Ist day of July, 
1926, but redeemable at the pleasure of the United States at any time after 
the Ist day of July, 1906, at par with interest at the rate of 3 per cent per 
annum, payable quarterly. 

ot * + ” 

And said bonds shall be secured 5 | its 
rights of property now existing or hereafter uired, of all kinds and 
descriptions, , perso’ and ed, of all fran and rights of the said 
company, including its rights and franchise to be a corporation. Such mort- 
gage shall contain a provision for a sinking fund sufficient for the payment 
of said bonds at maturity in accordance with the provisions of section 12 of 
this act. Such mortgage shall be so framed as to be valid asa first lien under 
the laws of Nicaragua and Costa Rica. The form and sufficiency of such 
mortgage as the first lien upon the Nicaragua Canal and of the provision for 
the ing fund , before execution, be approved e Attorney- 
General of the United States, and the trustees named in su anestan e shall 
be approved by the Secretary of the Treasury. Said mortgage shall Se dul 
executed in triplicate by the officers of said company, and shall be secordel 
in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury in Washington and in the proper 
offices in Nicaragua and Costa Rica, to be ated by the said States; and 
as additional security for the gees of said bonds, and to save the United 
States harmless by | reason of its guaranty of the same, there is hereby 
created a first lien in favor of the United States upon the Nicaragua Canal. 


They have 1,000,000 acres of land conceded to them in absolute 
fee simple title by the Government of Nicaragua, and by the time 
the canal is built that 1,000,000 acres of land can not be worth less 
than $5 an acre. It is worth more than $2.50 an acre to-day. It 
is in one of the finest regions of Nicaragua. True, it is a wilder- 
ness region, but the hard wood es it will pay for the land three 
times over. There is coffee land, sugar land, fruit land of every 

description, and corn land. I can not describe the different vege- 
tables that grow there, because Iam not —- with all of 
them; but it is a country of most rich abundance of production. 
A million acres they have absolutely in fee simple. They bring 
that to us as a dowry, worth more than the stock we give them, 
they having yielded $6,500,000 of stock granted to them in the 
concessions. They transfer that into the hands of the company, 
which means seventy parts of a hundred to the United States, 
Then besides that, they have the unlimited right to take timber, 
stone, and material of every kind from any of the public lands 
in Nicaragua and east of Lake Nicaragua; and from that point 
down to Grey Town it is the rarest thing to find any settlements. 
There are a few settlers along the San Juan River, but the popu- 
lation of eastern Nicaragua is light—they commenced their set- 
tlements on the western coast. They have cleaned that up 
beautifully, and there is not a more agreeable and attractive 
country in the world than the western part of Nicaragua. It is 
well watered, with fime climate. It is healthful, and abounds in 
all manner of rich production. It has a very fine population. 
The Indians inhabited that country originally, but they are now 
| citizens of Nicaragua. There are no longer any tribal Indians 
| there. They, of course, have built their wigwams about through 
the forests for the purpose of living upon the fruit where summer 
always prevails and where they have very little to do to obtain a 
living. That land when it is brought into convenient access by 
the canal will be one of the most beautiful and fertile regions on 
this earth. There is 1,000,000 acres. In addition, on the public 
land, they have a right to overflow as far as the canal can pos- 
sibly reach or there is any necessity for an overflow. 

Now, these bonds are to be signed and deposited in the Treasury 
of the United States. They are to be issued to the company, the 
whole $100,000,000 are to be signed and deposited in the Treasury 
of the United States. They— 
shall be issued by the Secretary of the Treasu 1 
said Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua only as the work on the Nica- 
ragua Canal progresses, as hereinafter provided. Before the issue of said 
bonds by the Secretary of the Treasury he shall cause to be engraved and 
priated and duly executed on each of bonds the of the United 

tates, in the words and Sours following, to wit: “The United States of 
America guarantees to the lawful holder of this bond the payment by the 
Maritime Canal my said bon 
the interest thereon as i 
hereby authorized and directed, if the interest on said ds as it becomes 
due is not paid into the of the United States by the Maritime Canal 


a” a” 7 
a first mortgage on roperty and 


from time to time to the 


Company of Nicaragua, to pay the same, and the sum required for that pur- 
pose is — a repeinbed ont of any money in the non not otherwise 
approp ted. 


d all the interest 
ereon shall be mate through the Troamr? of che United Btates _ a 
In the event of a failure on the part of the company to pay in- 
terest on the bonds, instead of paying interest at 3 per cent on 
these sums, interest is to be pai at 4 per cent, and the account is 
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to be stated whenever the interest is due and payable, so that the 
amount of accumulated interest bears interest at the rate of 4 


per cent. 
Out of its net earnings each year the said corporation shall pay, first, the 
interest upon the bonded ‘debt guaranteed by the United States; second, 


eclare, out of the balance of the net earnings, a dividend upon the 
a year to exceed 5 per cent, and the balance of the net earnings, if 
any there be, shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States and con- 
stitute a sinking fund for the payment of the principal and interest of the 
mortgage. All dividends d upon stock owned by the United States shall 
also be paid into said sinking fund, and the Secretary of the Treasu 
as rapi ly as possible, apply the same to the extinguishment of said mort- 
gage debt. F 

There we set apart 70 per cent of the net earnings of this canal 
for a sinking fund in the hands of the Government. 

I now come to a point about which there has been heretofore 
great difficulty, as to which concession has been made by the 
House committee—and I make it, too, and the committee over 
which I have the honor to preside makes it cheerfully: 


That the said canal shall be constructed under the supervision and accord- 
ing to the plans and specifications prepared by the Engineer Department of 
the United States Army. 


What more can any reasonable man demand as to the location, 
plans, or specifications than is here conceded? 

Nothing is actually located by this bill, except that it is to pass, 
of course, under the concession, through Nicaragua. They may 
put it entirely in the bed of the San Juan River if they want 
to; they may take the old Child survey, or the old Lull survey, 
and adopt it if they wish; they may take the Menocal survey and 
adopt it if they prefer; but whatever they adopt, the plans and 
specifications shall be prepared by the Engineer Department of 
the United States Army. Now, that is putting it sufficiently, I 
suppose, into the hands of the Government of the United States 
to gratify the reasonable demands of any person in regard to it. 

Here is another important power in the hands of the President 
under this bill: 


The President of the United States, spon the recommendation of the Chief 
of the Engineer Corps of the United States Army, shall detail three compe- 
tent engineers from the War Department to enter regularly the service of 
the Maritime Canal Company, and said engineers shall select one of their 
number as chief engineer, and thereafter shall detail such additional number 
as may be required from time to time by the board of directors for the con- 
struction of said canal, provided the same can be done without detriment to 
the public service. 

That it shall be the duty of the chief engineer in making his surveys and 
estimates, and of the directors in letting contracts, to divide the work into 
such sections and parts as will secure the completion of said canal with the 
utmost ex ition. . 

That said canal company shall pay annually into the Treasury of the 
United States the official salaries of said engineer officers while in the em- 
ploy of said company, and, in addition thereto, shall pay to said officers for 
their use 25 per cent of such salaries. 3 

That the ident of the United States may, and is hereby authorized, in 
his discretion, at any time after the peseege of this act, to appointa board of 
three civil engineers, the members of which shall be selec from civil life— 


That cuts out Menocal. They are anxious to put him out, and 
out he goes— 


to visit and carefully inspect the route of the said canal and to make and con- 
duct such examinations and investigations in reference to the same as may 
be deemed necessary, and to report thereupon to the President of the United 
States. And the sum of $200,000 is hereby appropriated for the purposes of 
said examinations and i by sai rd of civil engineers. 

Sec. 14. That the board of directors shall quarterly file with the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury a detailed statement of the work done and the expenses 
incurred therefor during the preceding quarter, and the amount due and 
payable thereon, together with all other expenses incurred by said board, 
and on his examination and approval of said statement he shall issue and 
deliver to said board of directors bonds sufficient at their par value to cover 
the amount approved by him. 


So that not one bond can be issued except upon work done and 
actually approved and a statement thereof laid before the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 


Here are other careful restrictions on the powers of the cor- 
poration: 


Sec. 15. That the said Maritime Canal Company shall not issue any bonds 
or mortgages except as herein Age and shall not indorse or guarantee 
the paper, contract, or obligation of any person, persons, or corporation 
whatsoever, exeept as herein provided, and no contract shall be entered into 
or purchase made company beyond the amount of bonds authorized 
to be issued by this act. 

Sec. 16. That the bonds so issued to said directors shall be disposed of b 
them at not less than their par value, and the proceeds arising from suc 
sales be paid into the treasury of the canal company, and, except as 
hereinbefore provided, shall be used for the extinguishment of the company’s 
indebtedness contracted after the appointment. by the President of the 
United States, of the eight directors herein provided for. 

Sec. 17. That Congress shall at all times have the power to alter, amend, or 
repeal this act, and this act shall be null, void, and of no effect if the Mari- 
time Canal Company of Nicaragua 1 fail tocomply with the requirements 
of section 3 of this act and to communicate to the Secretary of the Treasury 
its acceptance of the terms and conditions of this act within nine months 
from the passage thereof. 


If there can be anything more conservative or safer than is 
found in this bill, I do not see how human ingenuity is going to 
devise it, provided the company has power to do any work in com- 
plying with the terms of the concessions. Some gentlemen may 
be loath to enter into an engagement of this kind on behalf of the 
Government because it contemplates the issue of bonds and the 
guaranty of the United States for their payment. You must 





remember that this bill so provides that the President of the 
United States can stop the issue of bonds at any moment. If he 
finds that we are going in a wrong direction, that a false step has 
been taken, that the canal is not feasible, or that it is going to cost 
too much, or that there is some question between ourselves and 
some other Government that interferes, the President of the 
United States can stop it at once. He has the power to withhold 
the issue of bonds, and of course that stops everything. We 
could not defer the building of this canal until every contingent 
question that might possibly arise out of it could be brought up 
and settled. We can not afford to wait for it. I have stated one 
reason why we can not afford to wait for it, but there are a great 
many others which I can not undertake now to enumerate. It is 
perfectly obvious, however, it seems to me, that the least reflec- 
tive man can see that there must be a point where this legislation 
takes effect. Otherwise Nicaragua and Costa Rice can say to us, 
** You have done nothing. We have waited upon youa longtime. 
We want to be excused from it. We intend to be excused, We 
intend to have thiscanal constructed. Wedo notintend that you 
shall play dog in the manger any longer about it. We want you 
to act and to act decisively, or else say that you will not.” 

I am informed—I do not know, but I believe it is true, because 
I have been informed by a very eminent diplomatist—that the 
principal point in the movement recently taken in Central Amer- 
ica, which caused the union of Honduras, San Salvador, and Nica- 
ragua under what they called a diet, a form of government hav- 
ing reference to outside administration and outside affairs, which 
they call the Greater Republic of Central America, was to facili- 
tate the building of this canal, to bring the powers of all three of 
those Republics in such a manner to the attention of the people of 
the United States and of the executive government that they 
would see the importance of going to work, having some definite 
line of action. 

Mr. President, if the voice of the Senate is against the building 
of the canal as an impracticable scheme, or one that is likely to 
involve us in expenses we can not afford to bear, or to involve us 
in conflicts with foreign governments of which we are afraid, 
express it and let these men go—let them have their rights and 
profits—and let us no longer hang as a shadow over them or an 
obstruction between them and other parties who will be only too 
glad to take up the construction of the canal. 

Let me ask every Senator on this floor if he does not believe that 
the Nicaraguan Canal has as good a chance for traffic as the Suez 
Canal? The possibilities, the probabilities, the inducements, the 
field of operation for the passage of ships from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific Ocean seeking marts of trade through this opening are so 
great that the wisest navigators and the greatest merchants in the 
world do not hesitate to put the annual income, at $1.50 a ton, up 
to $16,000,000 perannum. They donothesitatetodoit. Ofcourse 
there is a variety of opinions on this subject; but take the most 
intelligent men, beginning with Commodore Maury and coming 
down to date, and you will find that the consensus of opinion is 
overwhelming in favor of the proposition that we will at least get 
8,000,000 tons, at $1 a ton, and at $1 a ton that would be $8,000,000. 
Set apart $1,000,000 for maintenance of way, which is avery large 
allowance, and $3,000,000 for the payment of interest on $100,000,000, 
if you please, and you have $4,000,000. What else have you got? 
At $1 a ton you have $4,000,000 for dividends, in which the Gov- 
ernment has seven-tenthsinterest,perannum. Thatisclear profit. 

There is not a government in the world which has the opportu- 
nity to put its money into this enterprise that will not do it the 
very moment we let go, and when we let goof this proposition we 
must expect it to go into the hands of Great Britain, unless we are 
prepared to load our guns and stand by them in defense of the 
doctrine, the inspiring thought, that this must be an American 
canal, under American control. We have come toa point in this 
matter where we have to act. If you throw away this contract, 
after that we can say nothing more about it. Let us not play fast 
and loose. Let us not play like children with a question of this 
kind. Let us either accept it or discard it and take cur ground 
where we feel that duty and honor call us. 

I shall not complain at all of any man who takes ground oppo- 
site my views upon this question. I should not think of sucha 
thing; but I say to him, ‘‘ My friend, act now. Come along. I 
am for it, and you are against it. If you have more votes on your 
side than I have, vote it down and let it go. Let us quit it.” 
When you wipe out this concession, you wipe out all chance that 
the United States is ever to get control of the canal unless you do 
it by overpowering Nicaragua and Costa Rica. Thatis the reason 
why I-have been so very anxious that we should bring this matter 
toaconclusion. We are standing in the way of gentlemen who 
have done us no harm, to say the least of it. Neither are they 
mendicants. They are not beggars for favor from us; butif I 
would speak of them as I feel, I would class them as we know them, 
from their character, to be amongst the noblest and most patriotic 
of our American-people. There is not a man connected with the 
Nicaragua Canal, either with the Construction Company or with 





890 


the Maritime Canal Company, who is not a gentleman of great 
excellence, and many of them have reputations that are appre- 
ciated and loved by the whole people of the United States. 

Let me read from the report of the committee, because it is 
more succinct than I could otherwise state it, what we claim. 
There is great doubt about what the canal will cost. If I would 
state that my own judgment is that the canal will not cost ex- 
ceeding $70,000,000 when it is finished, you might say I was mad; 
that [had been misled; that my judgment had become unbalanced. 
Yet I believe it. But there are others who believe that it will 
cost $150,000,000. Some of them are men of ability and character 
whose opinions are worthy of much consideration. The Commis- 
sion we sent out there, after adding very largely to the estimates 
which had been made before and for causes that 1 will not nowstop 
to inquire about, reported that it would cost $135,000,000. It is 
entirely feasible, they report. There is no doubt about any part 
of it. The harbor, the water, the control of the flood, the drought— 
every contingency and every circumstance are taken into con- 
sideration. One hundred and thirty-five million dollars is what 
they say it will cost, and the estimates are from that down until 
we come to $70,000,000. Some men who have built great works 
and who have the money to build others are willing to take the 
canal to-day, as their letters show, and to build it upon Menocal’s 
estimate. They are now ready to doit. Now thecommittee have 
come to the following conclusion about it: 

Estimating that the canal can be completed in five years, and placing the 
cost at $150,000,000— 

As an argument— 


the highest estimate—and the operating expenses at $1,000,000 per annum, we 
have an accumulation of interest, at 3 per cent, at the end of five years of 
$11,250,000 to be added to the cost of the canal, two and a half years being the 
average period of expenditure in its construction. 


Of course, we do not put the bonds out until the work is done. 


The cost of the canal on this estimate would be $161,250,000, and the interest 
thus compounded on this sum for the next ten years after the canal is com- 

leted would amount to $48,375,000. Add tothis $1,000,000 each of the ten years 
for maintenance and operating expenses and the sum is $58,375,000. The earn- 
ings of the canal for the same period, computed on the lowest basis of ton- 
nage that has been suggested by anyone—5,000,000 tons, including passenger 
fares—at $1.50 per ton (which is less than the toll rates of the Suez Canal) 
will amount to $75,000,000, thus giving a net profit of $16,625,000, or $1,662,500 
per annum. 


One million six hundred and sixty-two thousand five hundred 
dollars per annum net profit. There is the lowest computation of 
tonnage, 5,000,000 tons; the highest cost, $150,000,000; interest, 
expense of maintenance, all that put in, and that is the result. 


If every cal7ulation of the owners of these concessions is disappointed, and 
the most unfavorable conjectures of those who deny that it can be a paying 
property are true, as they have stated them in their calculations, a lower 
rate of tonnage on this canal than is collected on the Suez Canal makes the 
Nicaraguan Canal a paying property, and its stock a pple | stock. 

The owners of this property estimate the cost of the canal at $80,000,000, in 
round numbers, and its income at 9,000,000 tons, on the average, during the 
first ten years it is in operation. The interest account on that basis would 
stand thus at the date of the spommes of the canal: Interest accumulated 
while the work is in progress, $5,000,000, making the cost of the canal $85,000,- 
000. The interest on this sum for ten years, at 3 per cent, is $25,500,000. Add 
for apereling expenses $10,000,000, and the entire expenditure is $35,500,000 for 
that period. 

The income at $1.50 per ton, including passenger fares, would be $14,500,000 
per anpum, or $145,000,000 for the first ten years that the canal is in operation. 

This is not an extravagant estimate when it is compared with the cost of 
the Suez Canal, which is 99 niles long and cost $58,000,000 for constructionand 
$100,000,000 in all, and is now being enlarged to accommodate its trade, and 
with its net earnings in_ 1892 of $7,000,000 at the rate of $2 per ton on 7,710,000 
tons that passed through that canal. 

But the committee feel entirely warranted in the estimate that the cost of 
the canal and its income will be very near the ave between these oppos- 
irg calculations. On that basis the cost of the canal will be $115,000,000, and 
its net earnings for the first ten yearsof its operation will aggregate $75,800,000, 
or about 7} per cent on the capital stock. he Suez Canal pays in dividends 
8} per cent. 


The Suez Canal now pays 18} per cent, as I have shown by the 
tables which I laid before the Senate to-day. We take the medium 
between that, 7} per cent. Certainly we are on safe ground. 

The Suez Canal pays in dividends 8} per cent onasum that makes the value 
of the stock in the market at least four times its par value. 

When I wrote this report it was only a little over four times. 
Now it is nearly six, so rapid is the growth of the value of the 
property. 

Congress intervened in the effort to control the construction and future 
direction of this canal for the purpose of regulating the cost of it in order to 


prevent it from being too great a burden upon our commerce, especially in 
our coastwise trade. 


The other advantages of such control, while they are very great, are not so 
directly within the reach of Conyressionalaction. The neutrality of the canal 
and its innocent use, guaranteed by our treaties, apply equally to all nations 
and are properly subject in some respects to the laws of nations. 

In this opening address—perhaps I may not speak any more 
about it; 1 do not know—I will not go into particulars to delay 
and weary Senators, who have trouble enough in listening to me 
at all; but the subject is one of extreme interest and extreme 
importance, ; 

Mr. President and gentlemen of the Senate, the committee have 
mye themselves on the solid rock of mathematics as to this bill. 

there is truth in reach of human endeavor to discover it, either 
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by calculation based on facts which are known and events which 
are conjectural, or upon the evidence furnished to us by the Suez 
Canal and by the Sault Ste. Marie Canal, these rts cover and 
present that truth, and what we have to do sad alkane have to do 
in respect of the financial question concerned here is to ascertain 
what the investment must be, how long it will take to build the 
canal, what the custom of it will be in the way of tolls, and what 
the receipts from that custom ought to be, say, at $1 or $1.50a ton. 

If Europe and the world can afford to pay the Suez Canal $1.87 
a ton for sending its commerce through that canal, they certainly 
can afford to pay us $1.50 or $1 a ton, and we do not pro: to do 
anything else than to lower our rates so as to bring a large part 
of the traffic of the world through this canal, although it is not 
necessary for its maintenance or its profit that we should divert 
a single ship from the Suez Canal. 

Mr. President, if I should undertake to discuss this question as 
far as I should like, or as far as the suggestions that arise in my 
mind seem to require me to do, I should detain the Senate very 
much too long, both for its own patience and for my personal wei- 
fare. I will therefore leave the subject now in the hands of the 
Senate, and will undertake, if any objections are raised to it, to 
do my best to answer those objections without passion or preju- 
dice or anything of the kind, in a deliberate way, and to present 
the facts, for they are all before us, in answer to any objections 
that may be made to the bill as it is presented. 

I dislike to see the bill amended, because the House has agreed 
upon it after such a patient and full examination, and after the 
House has conceded everything that has been demanded against 
the dill heretofore. I dislike to see it amended, but at the same 
time I would not say that I am adverse to such amendments if 
any Senator here can show good reason why the bill ought to be 
amended, for I want the best bill that can be had. 

Now, there is not one unclean speck upon this whole business, 
There is nothing connected with it in the nature of a job, or of 
pressure, or even imputation in what is being done here. While 
we all know that it would gratify the gentlemen who belong to 
these companies, what is being done here is done on the motion 
of the Senate of the United States. We originated it. We did it 
in executive session. We have interfered with these people. We 
tried to get this contract out of their possession on terms that 
were agreeable tous. They never asked us to do it, and they never 
would have asked us. They had no occasion toask us. But they 
would have felt mortified, as we all would, to have found that the 
power of money in Great Britain was so great and abundant and 
so supreme that those people over there could take anything we 
were concerned in and finance it and work it because of our sup- 
posed poverty. 

Mr. President and gentlemen of the Senate, our poverty here is all 
supposition. Seventy millions of people, or eighty millions of peo- 
ple, in a country like we have here, are able to do what any other 
people in this world would have ever ventured to do, or will ever 
venturetodo. I can showthis to the Senate by the experience of 
gentlemen here, old and young, all of whom have looked in the face 
the facts to which I am about to refer. I can show to them that 
within the last thirty or forty years of our national experience 
the pa of the United States under this form of government, 
under this flag, and upon this continent, are able to survive and 
outlive and grow rich upon any misfortunes that can possibly 
befall them. 

About thirty years ago I saw the fairest part of this land almost 
covered in ashes. The smoking ruins sent their columns of grief 
to the skies. It is the most beautiful land there is upon this con- 
tinent. There were left there, as an inheritance of those people, 
conflicts with other races that seemed to challenge not merely the 
powers of manhood but the powers of divinity itself to overcome, 
and I have seen opposed to those same people the power of a great 
government that they had to overcome. Yet I have seen the 
wealth, the enterprise, the honesty, the firmness, the courage of 
men rise above these low conditions, and they have rebuilt 2 
country in thirty years than which there is not y a more 
beautiful or a more lovely country in this world. No man need 
ever attempt to convince me that the American people have not 
got it in their power to accomplish anything that they think they 
ought to do that is right in the eyes of God and man and honor- 
able in the history of nations. 

Here is a duty lying before us that we ought to thank God for 
the opportunity of performing. From the time of the visit of Co- 
lumbus to these shores down through every age of that long period 
almost every enlightened government in the world has been ex- 
cited on the subject of finding a communication right through the 
waist of this hemisphere so that the union might be completed 
between the Pacific and the Atlantic in zones where there were 
peace and harmony and sunlight and breezes to create and increase 
the happiness of nations and of men. Many of the greatest men 
have been thinking of it and projecting it for years and years, and 
all intelligent men have } for its consummation. Millions 
of dollarsof money, thousands of lives, have been expended in these 
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explorations, and the world has no more idea of giving up the 
completion of this canal than the Christian world has of giving cup 
the millennium. Itis fixed in their minds that itis to be completed. 

When was there a grander opportunity? When was man ever 
called upon in performing the high functions that he holds in 
virtue of his dominion over this world to do a nobler and a more 
worthy thing than that of assistingin building this canal through 
the waist of this hemisphere? Who can shrink from it and go to 
his grave feeling that he has honored the opportunities that Gqd 
has given him to make for his country wealth, glory, power, and 
splendor? Giveusthatcanal; plant usthereina position of powerful 
influence, for it can not be less than that, in the midst of these great 
continents, with our form of government, our traditions, our pur- 

poses, our prospects, and the influence that we have already gath- 

ered and will gather around the majestic character of the American 

nation, which has already ascended above the nations like the 

monument to Washington stands above the plains of the Poto- 

mac; give us that attitude in the midst of this hemisphere, and 

then we can expect, then we can know that our grand develop- 

ment of the right and power of man in self-government will 
_ spread its influence not over this hemisphere alone, but will hold 
its position there against the united world. Then weshall not be 
out of harmony with the age in which we live; then we can live 
in the happiness of great duties well performed; then we shall not 
be in an apologetic position with respect to foreign countries. 
Neither shall we be domineering in this country; but, standing in 
the light of God’s own truth as He has given it to us, and, asI believe, 
it has been materialized, concentrated, and crystallized in the 
Constitution of the United States, we will be the most powerful 
people on this earth. I thank God that He has given me as an in- 
dividual man, as I am, in the Senate of the United States, the 
opportunity of raising my voice in favor of this bill. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. HILL. 1 move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business. After twenty-seven minutes 
spentin executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o’clock 
and 15 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 
Tuesday, January 19, 1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 





NOMINATIONS. 


Executive nominations received by the Senate January 18, 1897. 
COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 


Thomas D. Byrum. of North Carolina, to be collector of cus- 
toms for the district of Albemarle, in the State of North Carolina, 
to succeed Kenneth R. Pendleton, whose term of office has ex- 
pired by limitation. 

POSTMASTERS. 


John R. Lucas, to be postmaster at Rockwell City, in the county 
of Calhoun and State of Iowa, in the place of Joseph C. Thorne, 
deceased. 

_ Alpha R. Young, to be postmaster at Caldwell, in the county of 
Sumner and State of Kansas, in the place of William A. Sturm, 
removed. 

Francis M. Mumford, to be postmaster at St. Francisville, in the 
parish of West Feliciana and State of Louisiana, the name of the 
office having been changed from Bayou Sara to St. Francisville. 
Mr. Mumford was originally appointed July 15, 1886, and has been 
continued since the office became Presidential. His present com- 
mission will expire March 29, 1897. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Subsistence Department. 


Col. Thomas C. Sullivan, assistant commissary-general of sub- 
sistence, to be Commissary-General of Subsistence with the rank 
of brigadier-general, from January 18, 1897, vice Morgan, retired 
from active service. 

Cavalry arm. 


Capt. Louis Henry Rucker, Ninth Cavalry, to be major, January 
138, 1897, vice Kennedy, Fourth Cavalry, retired from active service. 

Capt. Eli Lundy Huggins, Second Cavalry, to be major, January 
13, 1897, vice Kramer, Sixth Cavalry, retired from active service. 

First Lieut. Philip Pendleton Powell, adjutant Ninth Cavalry, 
to be copia, January 13, 1897, vice Rucker, Ninth Cavalry, pro- 
moted, 

tirst Lieut. Lloyd Milton Brett, adjutant Second Cavalry, to be 
captain, January 13, 1897, vice Huggins, Second Cavalry, promoted. 
_ Second Lieut. George Tayloe Langhorne, Third Cavalry, to be 
first ~ eames December 11, 1896, vice Brown, First Cavalry, 
promoted. 

Second Lieut. Ulysses Grant Kemp, Eighth Cavalry, to be first 


lieutenant, December 15, 1896, vice Bullock, Seventh Cavalry, 
deceased, 





Second Lieut. Charles Young, Ninth Cavalry, to be first lieu- 
tenant, December 22, 1896, vice Baldwin, Seventh Cavalry, ap- 
pointed commissary of subsistence, who resigns his line commis- 
sion, 

: Second Lieut. Alfred Charles Merillat, Eighth Cavalry, to be 
first lieutenant, December 22, 1896, vice Knight, Third Cavalry, 
appointed assistant quartermaster, who resigns his line commis- 
sion. 

_ Second Lieut. Robert Bruce Wallace, Second Cavalry, to be first 
lieutenant, January 4, 1897, vice Brainard, Second Cavalry, ap- 
puinted commissary of subsistence, who resigns his line commis- 
sion. 

Second Lieut. Francis Cutler Marshall, Eighth Cavalry, to be 
first lieutenant, January 5, 1897, vice Cruse, Sixth Cavalry, ap- 
pointed assistant quartermaster, who resigns his line commission. 

Infantry arm. 

First Lieut. James Berryman Jackson, Seventh Infantry, to be 
captain, December 22, 1896, vice A. H. Jackson, Seventh Infantry, 
appointed paymaster, who resigns his line commission. 

Second Lieut. Joseph Dugald Leitch, Twenty-fourth Infantry, 
to be first lieutenant, December 22, 1896, vice Jackson, Seventh 
Infantry, promoted. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate January 18, 1897. 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
David R. Francis, of Missouri, to be Secretary of the Interior. 
PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Pay Department. 

Lieut. Col. George William Candee, deputy paymaster-general, 
to be assistant paymaster-general with the rank of colonel. 

Maj. Alfred Elliott Bates. paymaster, to be deputy paymaster- 
general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

INDIAN AGENT. 

Frederick Treon, of Crowcreek, 8. Dak., to be agent for the 
Indians of the Crow Creek Agency, in South Dakota, in lieu of his 

osition as agent for the Indians of the Crow Creek and Lower 

rulé Agency, the latter agency having been divided and its name 
changed to Crow Creek by the act approved June 10, 1896. 

APPOINTMENT IN THE NAVY. 

Joseph Fyffe, a citizen of Massachusetts, to be an assistant pay- 

master in the Navy. 
PROMOTIONS IN THE MARINE CORPS. 

First Lieut. Littleton W.T.Waller, United States Marine Corps, 
to be a captain. 

Second Lieut. Albert S. McLemore, United States Marine Corps, 
to be a first lieutenant. 

Melville J. Shaw, a graduate of the Naval Academy and a citi- 


| zen of Minnesota, to be a second lieutenant in the United States 


Marine Corps, from the Ist day of July, 1896, to fill a vacancy ex- 


‘isting in that grade. 


PROMOTIONS IN TIE NAVY. 
Asst. Naval Constructors Lloyd Bankson and John G. Tawresey, 


| to be naval constructors in the Navy. 


Holden A. Evans, a citizen of Florida, William P. Robert, a 
citizen of Mississippi, Daniel H. Cox, a citizen of New York, 
Thomas G. Roberts, a citizen of Alabama, and Lawrence S. Adams, 
a citizen of Pennsylvania, to be assistant naval constructors in 
the Navy, from the ist day of July, 1896. 

Lieut. Commander John P. Merrell, to be a commander. 

Lieut. Commander Joseph G. Eaton, to be a commander. 

Lieut. Charles P. Perkins, to be a lieutenant-commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Daniel P. Menefee, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Volney O. Chase, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. Benjamin A. Buckingham, to bea lieutenant-commander, 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) John H. Gibbons, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign George R. Slocum, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Thomas Snowden, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Wiiliam G. Miller, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Edwin H. Tillman, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign George W. Kline, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Robert F. Lopez, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign John P. McGuinness, to be a lieutenant (junior grade), 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Frank W. Kellogg, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Joseph Strauss, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) John L. Purcell, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Charles S. Stanworth, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Reuben O. Bitler, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Robert L. Russell, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. Commander SethM. Ackley. to be a commander. 

Lieut. Charles G. Bowman, to be a lieutenant-commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Herman G. Dresel, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Harrison A. Bispham, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 
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Lieut. (Junior Grade) Harry Phelps, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Armistead Rust, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Ensign George R. Evans, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Commander Colby M. Chester, to be a captain. 

Lieut. Commander William W. Gillpatrick, to be a commander. 

Lieut. William P. Potter, to be a lieutenant-commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Patrick W. Hourigan, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Edward W. Eberle, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Commander Charles E. Clark, to be a captain. 

Lieut. Commander Benjamin 8. Richards, to be a commander. 

Lieut. William H. Beehler, to be a lieutenant-commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) John B. Bernadou, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Charles M. McCormick, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Homer C. Poundstone, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Glennie Tarbox, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. Commander Benjamin F. Tilley, to be a commander. 

Lieut. Giles B. Harber, to be a lieutenant-commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Albert A. Ackerman, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign William W. Gilmer, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Albert P. Niblack, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Robert E. Coontz, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) William Truxtun, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign William H. G. Bullard, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Commander Charles J. Barclay, to be a captain. 

Lieut. Commander Harry Knox, to be a commander. 

Lieut. Sumner C. Paine, to be a lieutenant-commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Stokely Morgan, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Webster A. Edgar, to be a heutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. Commander Clifford H. West, to be a commander. 

P. A. Engineer James P. 8. Lawrance, to be a chief engineer. 

Asst. Engineer Walter S. Burke, to be a passed assistant engi- 
neer. 

P. A. Engineer Isaac S. K. Reeves, to be a chief engineer. 

Asst. Engineer Oscar W. Koester, to be a passed assistant engi- 
neer. 

P. A. Engineer Wythe M. Parks, to be a chief engineer. 

Asst. Engineer Edward L. Beach, to be a passed assistant engi- 
neer. 

P. A. Engineer Frank H. Bailey, to be a chief engineer. 

Asst. Engineer Herman O. Stickney, to be a passed assistant 
engineer. 

P. A. Engineer George S. Willits, to be a chief engineer. 

Asst. Engineer Louis M. Nulton, to be a passed assistant engineer. 

Pp, A. Engineer Walter F. Worthington, to be a chief engineer. 

Asst. Engineer John B. Patton, to be a passed assistant engineer. 

Asst. Engineer George W. Danforth, to be a passed assistant 
engineer. 

P. A. Paymaster John 8. Carpenter, to be a paymaster. 

Asst. Paymaster Philip V. Mohun, to be a passed assistant pay- 
master. 

Paymaster Daniel A. Smith, to be a pay inspector. 

P. A. Paymaster Livingston Hunt, to be a paymaster. 

Asst. Paymaster Martin McMahon Ramsay, to be a passed as- 
sistant paymaster. 

P, A. Paymaster John A. Mudd, to be a paymaster. 

Asst. Paymaster Guy G. Rodgers, to be a passed assistant pay- 
master. 

George G. Seibels, a citizen of Alabama, to be an assistant pay- 
master. 


Edmund W. Bonnaffon, a citizen of Pennsylvania, to be an | 


assistant paymaster. 

Medical Inspector Daniel McMaurtrie, to be a medical director. 

Surg. John L. Neilson, to be a medical inspector. 

P. A. Surg. John M. Edgar, to be a surgeon. 

P. A. Surg. Thomas C. Craig, to be a surgeon. 

P. A. Surg. Philip Leach, to be a surgeon. 

George D. Costigan, a citizen of California, to be an assistant 
surgeon. 

Middleton §. Elliott, a citizen of South Carolina, to be an assist- 
ant surgeon. 

Frank L. Pleadwell, a citizen of Massachusetts, to be an assistant 
surgeon. 

Dudley N. Carpenter, a citizen of New Hampshire, to be an 
assistant surgeon. 

Daniel H. Morgan, a citizen of West Virginia, to be an assistant 
surgeon. 

POSTMASTERS. 

Winfield S, Mercer, to be postmaster at Albany, in the county 
of Delaware and State of Indiana. 

Lang C. Allen, to be postmaster at Clarksdale, in the county of 
Coahoma and State of Mississippi. 5 

Edwin L. Drake, to be postmaster at Winchester, in the county 
of Franklin and State of Tennessee. 

David A. Minnich, to be postmaster at York, in the county of 
York and State of Pennsylvania. 

David B. Howerton, to be postmaster at Hallettsville, in the 
county of Lavaca-and State of Texas. 
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Mira Johnson, to be postmaster at Mount Pleasant, 
of Titus and State of Texas. — 7 

Emma L. Lombard, to be postmaster at South Ashburnham, in 
the county tw orcester on State of Massachusetts. F 

yman D. Thurston, to tmaster at Leicester, in the t 

of Worcester and State of iesepebnnetll = 

Miss Georgie L. B. Tobin, to be postmaster at Barnwell, in the 
county of Barnwell and State of South Carolina. 
. William V. Leech, to be postmaster at Cape Girardeau, in the 
county of Cape Girardeau and State of Missouri. 

Alva H. O'Dowd, to be postmaster at Weston, in the county of 
Platte and State of Missouri. , 

John W. Duncan, to be postmaster at Adrian, in the county of 
Bates and State of Missouri. : 

Kate E. Sullivan, to be postmaster at Excelsior Springs, in the 
county of Clay and State of Missouri. 

Reila C. Harber, to be postmaster at Trenton, in the county of 
Grundy and State of Missouri. . 

Charles Ray, to be postmaster at Cassville, in the county of 
Barry and State of Missouri. . 

Charles Q. Hardman, to be postmaster at Edina, in the county, 
of Knox and State of Missouri. : 

Gideon B. Hart, to be postmaster at Breckenridge, in the county 
of Caldwell and State of Missouri. 

Edward C. Meehan, to be postmaster at Norborne, in the county 
of Carroll and State of Missouri. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MonDay, January 18, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey, 
HENRY N. COUDEN. 
The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings was read and approved, 


HENRY F. THORNTON. 


The SPEAKER. The first question before the House is the 
unfinished business coming over from Saturday. The Clerk will 
report the pending bill. 

— bill (H. R. 1064) for the relief of Henry F. Thornton was 
read. 

The SPEAKER. The semeg question is on an amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. STEELE] to insert $16 
instead of $25 as the amount of the pension. 

een Has consent been given for the consideration of 
the bill? 

The SPEAKER. Consent has been given. 

Mr. BLUE. I praes that the arrearage clause, the second 
section of the bill, which provides that this pension shall take 
effect from December 25, 1895, is not customary. If I was cor- 
rect in understanding that as the provision of the bill, it should 
be amended by striking out that clause. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I do not think that the House 
gave consent for the consideration of this bill except upon the 
understanding that the amendments reported. by the committee 
should be eed to. 

The SPEAKER. Unanimous consent was given for the con- 
sideration of the bill, and there was no attempt to qualify that 
consent. 

Mr. PAYNE. The first amendment of the committee, I believe, 
was voted down. But the previous question was not ordered. 

The SPEAKER. It was not. 

Mr. MILES. When was unanimous consent given? 

The SPEAKER. On Saturday. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. STEELE] 
striking out $25 and inserting $16. 

The amendment was eed to; there being—ayes 48, noes 28. 

Mr. BLUE. If this bill provides, as I understand it does, that 
this pension shall begin December 25, 1895, I desire to move an 
amendment so that the act shall take effect on its passage. I do 
not care —— about the amendment as to the amount, but I 
do not think we should assent to this principle of paying arrear- 
ages. 

The SPEAKER. The matter is covered by the second amend- 
ment of the committee, which has not yet been put to the House. 
The Clerk will read the amendment next in order. 

The Cierk read as follows: 

In line 8, strike out the words “Commissioner of Pensions” and insert 
“Secretary of the Interior.” : 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now read the second amend- 
ment of the committee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the follo : 

“Src. 2. That this act take effect from December 25, 1895.”” 

Mr. OWENS. I suggest that the House ought to be very care- 
ful in acting on this amendment, because we have already 
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to an amendment giving to this poor pensioner the princely in- 
crease of $4 a month. ence, I repeat, the House can not be too 
careful as to the time when this increase shall take effect. 

Mr. PAYNE. It would not be a very time now, upon this 
pill, to commence granting arrearages of pensions. 

Mr. OWENS. es; I say the House ought to be very careful. 

Mr. PAYNE. It has been the practice of the House to strike 
out these provisions for arrearages. 

Mr. OWENS. That is why I wanted to invite the attention of 
the gentleman from New York and others to this question, so 
that they might make no mistake in this case. 

Mr. PAYNE. I call attention to another fact—that unanimous 
consent for the consideration of this bill was obtained after the 
committee’s amendment had been reported at $15 a month. If the 
House had not thought that that amendment was to be adopted 
it would not have consented to the arrangement. I know of at 
least one member who would not have consented to the considera- 
tion of the bill. 

Mr. OWENS. That is the trouble with the 
New York, he too often mistakes himself for the House. 

Mr. PAYNE. ‘‘The gentleman from New York” was very 
careful to make his objection to the House and not to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky. 

Mr. OWENS. I was conscious of that. 

The SPEAKER. As the debate seems to have been closed on 
the bill [laughter], the question is on agreeing to the amendment. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- 
mittees, there being no unfinished business on the table. 

The Committee on the Public Lands was called. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. S er, there is one bill, No. 43 on the 
House Calendar, the bill H. R. 4804, which is the only bill the 
committee has on the Calendar, and I desire to call it up for con- 
sideration. 

The SPEAKER. The bill does not seem to be in the hands of 
the Clerk. 

Mr. LACEY. With the understanding that this can be returned 
to, I do not wish to detain the House. It is only one bill and will 
take, I think, but a very few minutes. I ask consent that the 
next committee be called. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- 
mittees. 

The Committee on Indian Affairs was called. 


SALE OF INTOXICATING DRINKS TO INDIANS, 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, there is a bill that the gentle- 
man from Nebraska [Mr. MEIKLEJOHN] will present to the House 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, I call up the bill (H. R. 280) to prohibit the 
sale of intoxicating drinks to Indians, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


ntleman from 


Be it enacted, etc., That ony person who shall sell, give away, of, 
exchanges or barter any malt, spirituous, or vinous liquor, including beer, 
ale, and wine, or any ardent or other intoxicating liquor of any kind what- 


soever, or any essence, extract. bitters, preparation, compound, composition, 
or any article whatsoever, under any name, label, or which produces 
intoxication, to any Indian to whom allotment of land has been made while 
the title to the same shall be held in trust by the Government, or to any 
Indian a ward of the Government under aera f any Indian Seen 
or agent, or any Indian, including mixed bloods, over whom the aa, 
a its departments, exercises ship, and any person who 
introduce or attempt to introduce any malt, spirituous, or vinous liquor, 
including beer, ale, and wine, or oy ardent or saheniana liquor of any 
kind whatsoever into the Indian country, which term shall include a 
allotnient while the title to the same ‘shall be held in trust by the Govern- 
ment, or while the same shall remain inalienable by the allottee hout the 
consent of the United States, shall be hed by imprisonment for not less 
than sixty days, and by a fine of not less than $100 for the first offense and 
not less than $200 for each offense thereafter: Provided, however, That the 
person convicted shall be committed until fine and costs are paid. But it 
shall be a sufficient defense to any charge of introducing or attempting to 
introduce ardent spirits, ale, beer, wine, or — liquors into the 
Indian country that the acts charged were done under authority, in writing, 
7 ™m = War Department or any officer duiy authorized thereunto by the 

ar Department. 

Sue. 2. That so much of the act of the 23d day of July, 1892, as is inconsist- 
ent with the provisions of this act is hereby repealed. 


The SPEAKER. Thequestion is on the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. MADDOX. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the gentle- 
man from Nebraska to explain this bill. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Mr. Speaker, I would say in reply to the 
gentleman from Georgia that this bill passed the House at the 
last session of the Fifty-third Congress, but reached the Senate 
too late for consideration. 

The present law prohibits the sale of intoxicating liquors to 
Indians under a penalty of a fine of not more than $300 for each 
offense or imprisonment not exceeding two years. The only 
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change the pending bill contemplates in the present law is that 
the punishment for the sale of intoxicating liquors to Indians 
shall be for the first offense not less than $100, and for each offense 
thereafter not less than $200 and imprisonment for a period of 
time not less than sixty days. 

The United States courts in Oregon, Washington, Montana, and 
certain other States have held that under the Dawes law the 
allottee of Indian lands, while the title is held in trust by the 
Government, is not a ward of the Government, and that the sale 
of liquors to an Indian to whom an allotment of land has been 
made is not a crime under our present statutes. 

This proposed legislation amends the existing statutes in three 
particulars: 

First, it makes it unlawful to sell, give away, dispose of, 
exchange, or barter ‘‘any essence, extract, bitters, preparation, 
compound, composition, or any article whatsoever under any 
name, label, or brand which produces intoxication.” 

Second, the punishment ‘‘ by imprisonment for not more than 
two years or by a fine of not more than $300 for each offense” is 
changed to ‘‘imprisonment for not less than sixty days and by a 
fine of not less than $100 for the first offense, and not less than 
$200 for each offense thereafter.” 

Third, the term Indian is defined to embrace an Indian “to 
whom allotment of land has been made, while the title to the 
same shall be held in trust by the Government;” an Indian ‘‘a 
ward of the Government under charge of any Indian superin- 
tendent or agent;” or an Indian, ‘‘including mixed bloods, over 
— the Government, through its departments, exercises guard- 
ianship.” 

The bill is recommended by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
the Secretary of the Interior, the board of Indian commissioners, 
the Indian Rights Association, and judges and marshals of the 
United States courts. 

han petitioned for by the Indians themselves and the civilized 
tribes. 

In the interest of the Indian, in the interest of society, and in 
the interest of overnment it should become a law. 

Mr. MADDOX. he question is whether the House is author- 
ized to pass such a law as you are asking for. That is the point 
on which I wish to hear the gentleman from Nebraska. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. In the case of United States against 
Holliday, reported in 3 Wallace, page 407, that question is very 
fully considered; and the courts have always held until the recent 
decisions in Washington, Oregon, and Montana that the decision 
of a political department of the Government as to whether the 
tribal relations of the Indians had ceased would be followed by 
the courts. That opinion has been the law until the recent de- 
cisions of the United States courts in the States mentioned. 

I therefore believe that we have full authority to pass such a 
bill, and if there is any question as to the constitutionality of the 
measure, in my judgment it ought to be left to the courts. 

Mr. LITTLE. I would like to ask the gentleman—not being 
familiar with the decision to which he has referred—if it was not 
based on the fact that the allottees became citizens of the United 
States? 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Yourefer to the decisions inthe courts of 
Oregon, Washington, and Montana? 

Mr. LITTLE. Yes. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. It was upon that ground. 

Mr. LITTLE. On the ground of citizenship? 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Yes. 

Mr. LITTLE. When the Indian takes his allotment, he becomes 
a citizen of the United States, and ceases to be a ward of the Gov- 
ernment. I am inclined to think that to give the Federal courts 
jurisdiction of offenses committed by citizens against citizens 
trenches upon the authority of the States, an authority that ought 
to be retained in the State governments. If they are citizens of 
your State, I see no reason why the legislature can not pass ample 
and sufficient laws to protect its own citizens, and I am inclined 
to think it ought to do so. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. I will say to the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas that it is my judgment that under the Dawes bill, so long as 
the title is held in trust by the Government, for twenty-five years 
from the date of the allotment, the Indian allottee does not gain all 
the rights of full citizenship to an extent that precludes the Gov- 
ernment from exercising control and guardianship over him 
through its political departments. 

Justice McKenna, of the United States circuit court of appeals, 
ninth circuit, in the case of Eels et al. vs. Ross, delivered the 
opinion of the court October 10, 1894, as follows: 

We do not consider it necessary to consider or decide all the propositions 
argued. If the land was an Indian reservation, the agents had a right to re- 
move all persons found therein contrary tothe law. (Revised Statutes, sec- 
tion 2147. See also Revised Statutes, sections 2118, 2149.) Itis not disputed that 
the lands are a part of those set apart as the Puyallup Reservation, and that 
the reservation has not been directly revoked; but it is contended that the 
allotment of the lands in severalty, and afterwards making the Indians citi- 


zens, n ly had the effect to revoke the reservation. There is plausi+ 
bility in the argument, and it needs to be carefully considered. It is clea# 
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that the allotment alone could not have this effect (The Kansas Indians, 5 
Wail., 737) and citizenship can ony have it if citizenship is inconsistent with 
the existence of a reservation. It is not necessarily so. Some of the re- 
straints of areservation may be inconsistent with the rights of citizens. The 
advantages of a reservation are not; and if, tosecure the latter to the Indians, 
others not Indians are excluded, it is not clear what right they have to com- 
plain. The act of 1887, which confers citizenship, clearly does not emancipate 
the Indians from all contro] or abolish the reservations. 

Section 8 provides for leasing lands under certain contingencies, under the 
regulations of the Secretary of the Interior, and the proviso of the section 
contemplates agents in charge of the reservations. Besides, the practice of 
the Department has been and is to maintain them, and this practice is 
respectable evidence of a correct interpretation of the statute by officers 
who may have suggested the policy and written the provisions of the statute. 
(Railroad Compaisy vs. Whitney, 132 U. 8., 357, 366, 10 Sup. Ct., 112; Sturr ws. 
Beck, 138 U. 8., 548, 10 Sup. Ct., 350.) That the abolition of reservations and 
the guardianship of the Indians is the ultimate hope of the policy there can 
be no doubt, but it will not be soonest. realized by attributing fanciful quali- 
ties to the Indians, or by supposing that their natures can be changed by leg- 
islative enactment. But the appellees claim contract with the Indians, and 
a right to occupy the land, and the circuit court held that the Government, 
by making the Indian proprietors citizens, lost the power “to coerce such 
indians into making or annulling contracts, or of molesting persons upon 
their premises by their license, when not interfering with the operations of 
the Government or violating any national law.” And the court further 
held that by the issuance of the patent ‘*the Government lost entirely the 
right to control the use of the land.” The patent has clear words of prohi 
bition against alienation, and, even if it had omitted them, the treaties and 
law imposed them. (Taylor vs. Brown (Dak.), 40 N. W., 527.) 

The power of the Government to impose the restraints is not questioned, 
and its purpose is certainly not ambiguous. The treaties with the Indians, 
the allotment of the land in severalty, all had their pur, of fixing them in 
permanent homes. By article 6 of the treaty the privilege of allotment can 
only be availed of by those who will “locate on the same as a permanent 
home,” and the purpose is so careful, insistent, and dominant that the Presi- 
dent is given power to ‘“prescribe such rules and regulations as will insure 
to the family in the case of the death of the head thereof the possession and 
enjoyment of such permanent home; and he may issue a patent only to such 
person or family who has madea location fora permanent home,and if issued, 
may cancel it if such person or family ‘rove from place to place;’ and the 
tract may be declared abandoned and thereafter assigned to some other per- 
son or family.” 

From its relations to the title and from the terms of the treaty, we think 
the Government had the power to make such conditions, and that they were 
not destroyed by making the Indianscitizens. Sucheffectcan not be deduced 
from the act of 1887, for, if Congress could do so, Congress did explicitly clog 
the title with a condition of nonalienation for twenty-five years, and abso- 
lutely nullified all contracts made touching the same before the expiration 
of such time. In Smythe vs. Henry (41 Fed., 705) a statute which granted 
land to the Cherokee chief, Junaluska, with restraint upon its alienation, and 
also made him a citizen of the United States, was considered, and it was held 
that a restraint against alienation was not inconsistent with the grant of cit- 
izenship. The court said: 

“It is insisted that the restriction imposed upon the rights of alienation by 
the second section of the act is inconsistent with the spirit and purpose of the 
first section, which conferred upon Junaiuska all the rights, privileges, and 


immunities of citizenship. When a State conveys land as a bounty, it can | 


impose any restriction deemed proper upon the grantee. When we consider 
the condition of that new citizen, we may well conclude that the restriction 
‘was not unreasonable, but was, rather, just, wise, and beneficent.” 


And it was held In re Coombs (127 Mass., 278) that it was competent for the | and the Indians become citizens of the State, this Congress has no 
: ; s has n 
longer the power to legislate on the subject, so far as they are 
| concerned, and your legislation will be void. I agree with the 
| gentleman as to the necessity for this legislation, but I think it 


legisiature to continue the guardianship of Indians by the 
had been made citizens. 

It follows, therefore, that the contracts of complainant with the Indians 
were void, and that he was properly removed from the reservation. We 
have not distinguished between the lease and the contract to convey, as we 
deemed them parts of one transaction. If itisfor the interest of the Indians, 
or of commerce, to remove the restraints on alienation, Congress will no 
doubt de so, if applied to, and in the latter case it will be enabled to provide 
for the interests of the Indians better than they have seemed to have pro- 
vided for themselves in the contract with appellee. Ju 
cause remanded, with directions to dismiss the bill. 


State after they 


(Fed. Rep., volume 417.) 


fact that the Government still retains the supervision over his 


ment reversed and | 


} 
| 
| 





allotment, his lands; but does he not become a citizen toall intents | 


and purposes, with the right to vote, and so forth? 
Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. It is my judgment that he does not gain 


is concerned, and whether Indians are to be considered as a tribe 


or have ceased tribal relations is primarily a question for the polit- | 


ical department of the Government. 
Mr. LITTLE. I fully concur with my friend as to the impor- 
tance of legislation of this sort, if it can be properly enacted. 


Mr. LITTLE. Now, I fully agree with what is said there; but 
while the character of the Indian has not been changed, or his 
tastes or habits changed, has not the power to which he must 
look for protection been changed, by the action of this Govern. 
ment, as well as by his consent? In other words, ought he not t. 
look to the State government for his protection when he becomes 
a citizen and exercises the rights of a citizen? 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. May I inguire of the gentleman from 
Arkansas, if the United States courts in different jurisdictions are 
not agreed as to the construction of the Dawes bill on citizenshj; 
of the Indian, would it not be wise to pass the measure and leave 
the constitutionality of the act to the Supreme Court? 

Mr. LITTLE. We can afford to look into it somewhat our- 
selves. I confess I have not examined the authorities, but it doves 
occur to me, without any careful examination, that it is going 
step too far, and that the Federal courts ought not to be empow- 
ered to interfere with the jurisdiction which, in my judgment, 
properly belongs to the State. 

I will ask the gentleman this further question: Why is it that 
your State government can not protect these Indians as amply as 
the Federal Government can? Your legislature can pass laws 
making the penalties as —_— as it wants to. The State has the 
arm of all its officers and all the local courts, which, it seems to 
me, would be more efficient in this regard than the Federal 
machinery. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Does the gentleman understand that the 
change in the present law provided by the bill, so far as the In- 
dians who are subjected to it are concerned, is its application to 
allottees of Indian lands during the time that the title is held in 
trust by the Government? 

Mr. LITTLE. Well, yes; I understood that there was some 
limitation in that line, and I am glad to hear the gentleman state 
that; but I do not think the character of the land holdings is the 
turning point in the case. I think it is a question of the status of 
the individual, his citizenship. 

Mr. MADDOX. In other words, the question is this: If this 
House has not the jurisdiction or authority to pass this law that 
you ask for, the law will have no legal effect, and. you will fail in 
the purpose for which you propose it. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. May I inquire of the gentleman, so long 


| as the Supreme Court has held that Indians under the control of 


an agent are wards of the Government, as it held in United States 
vs. Holliday, would it not be well, notwithstanding decisions to 
the contrary by United States district courts, to pass the bill and 
leave the question of legality of the act to the courts? 

Mr. MADDOX. But when the land is allotted, as in this case, 


ought to be State legislation instead of Federal. Now, the difii- 


| culty that I have, if the gentleman will pardon me, is that I do 


not want to stand here as a member of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs and allow this sort of a law to be passed without entering 


| our protest against it, because I do not believe we have any right 
Mr. LITTLE. AsI understand, you base your opinion on the | 


to pass any such law, or any authority. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Is it not your opinion that we best take 
chances on the constitutionality of this act than to continue this 
nefarious business of debauching our Indians and bringing them 


| to degradation instead of civilization? 
his full rights as a citizen so far as the control of the Government 


Mr. MADDOX. I can not say about that; but you and I have 
both taken an oath here to support the Constitution. 
Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Iam of the opinion that the bill is con- 


| stitutional and should be passed, and I believe the courts wil! 
| hold that citizenship under the Dawes law does not remove the 


I | 


think the highest restrictions should be placed for the protection | 


of these Indians. 
Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. In reply to the gentleman’s question, if 
he will pardon me, I will read what Commissioner Browning says: 


It will bs observed that the tendency of the courts below is to declare In- 
dians who become citizens by taking allotments in severalty not to be under 
the Indian agent within the meaning of the law prohibiting the sale of liquors 
to Indians, and to be free to purchase intoxicating liquors, notwithstanding 
the fact that agents are maintained over them by the Government, and as 
the cases in which these decisions are made are of a criminal character and 


the full protection of the Indian allottees thatsome such legislation asis pro- 
posed in this bill shall be enacted. The making of allotments te Indians 
changes their status as to citizenship, but it does not change the Indian char- 
acter or his tastes. As much harm, therefore, can come toan Indian allottee 
by the free use of intoxicating liquors as he could receive by such use as a 
member of a tribe, and the presence in the midst of any community of Indian 
allottees who would be free to purchase intoxicating liquors would be a men- 
ace bo the lives and property of the law-abiding members of such community. 


William H. Brinker, United States aitorney for the district of | 


Washington, in a communication to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, says: , 
Unless this traffic is prohibited by legislation, the policy of the Government 


to civilize the Indian will be defeated, and he will be converted from a wan- 
ering nomad into a drunken loafer. 


| apart from 
can not be appealed by the Government, it will be absolutely necessary for 


| been su; ted, why it was not compet nt for Con 
| Indians ho f 





Indian from governmental control. 

Mr. MADDOX. The trouble is that we differ as to.the-consti- 
tutionality of it. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. In Beck vs. Flournoy, etc., Company, 
decided by the circuit court of appeals, eighth circuit, December 
10, 1894, Judge Thayer, in delivering the opinion of the court, said: 


It is s as we understand, that because Congress conferred the 


| right of citizenship upon all Indians to whom allotments of land might )« 


made and upon every Indian who should take a residence separate and 


a 
his tribe and adopt the habits of civilised life, the power to sell, 
lease, and otherwise dispose of allotted lands was also conferred as a neces 
sary incident of citizenship. It is urged,as we understand, that Congress 
should not make these Indians citizens of the United States without at the 
same time gi to them the unrestricted power to sell, use, and control all 


| property Sawldiaver in which they chance to have an interest. This argu- 


ment appears tous to be untenable. We know of no reason, nor has any 


todeclare that these 
uld be deemed citizens of the United States and entitled to the 
rights, pecwe. and immunities of citizens while it retained for the time 
being the title to certain lands in trust for their benefit and withheld from 
them for a certain period the power to sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of 
their interests in such lands. * * And we can conceive of no sufficient 
reason why the United States in the exercise of its sovereign power should 
be denied right to impose similar a eee when it is deal- 
ing with the defendant race like the Indians, who have always been regarded 
as the wards of the nation. * * * It does not follow, therefore, that the 
power of these Indians to deal with which was held by the Government 
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in trust for their benefit was sensibly enlarged, or that the restriction against 
alienation found in the fifth section of the act of February 8, 1887, was re- 
inoved because in the sixth section of the same act Congress saw fit to declare 
that when land had been allotted to an Indian or he had separated from his 
tr:be and adopted the habits of civilized life he should be entitled toall the 
vhts, privileges, and immunities of a citizen. The twosections of the act 
are by no means inconsistent with each other. The clause imposing a limi- 
tion upon the power of alienation is not in conflict with the subsequent 
‘Jause conferring the boon of citizenship. Both provisions may well stand 
her. They were inserted for a well-defined . Which it is easy to 
.prehend; and the act should beso const as to give effect to both 
-ovisions, and thereby accomplish the purpose of the lawmaker. (65 Fed. 
tep., BO.) 


i desire to submit as a part of my remarks the committee report 
on this bill. It is as follows: 


The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 280) 
entitled “A bill to prohibit the sale of intoxieating liquors to Indians, and for 
other purposes,” beg leave to submit the following report, and recommend 








that said bill do with an amendment: ae 

Amend the title soas to read: “A bill to prohibit the sale of intoxicating 
liquors to Indians, an nalties therefor, and for other purposes."’ 

‘Shis bill enacts that it shall be unlawful for any person to sell, give away, 
dispose of, exchange, or barter any intoxicating liquors of any kind what- 
soever toany Indian to whom allotment of land has been made while the ‘title 
is held in trust by the Government, or to any Indian a ward of the Govern- 
ment, including mixed bloods, over whom the Government exercises super- 
vision through its Departments. The present law relating to the sale of 
intoxicating liquors to Indians, Revised Statutes, 2139, is as follows: 

No ardent spirits, ale, beer, wine, or intoxicating liquor or liquors of 
whatever kind be introduced under any pretense into the Indian coun- 
try. Every person who sells. exchan gives, barters, or disposes of any 
ardent spirits, ale, beer, wine, or intoxicating liquors of any kind to any 
{Indian in charge of any superintendent or t, or introduces or attempts 
to introduce any ardent spirits, ale, beer, wine, or intoxicating liquor into 
the Indian country, shall be punished ‘by imprisonment for not more than 
two years or by fine of not more than $200 for each offense.’* 

This proposed legislation amends the existing statutesin three particulars: 
First, it makes it unlawful to sell, give away, dispose of, exchange, or barter 
“any essence, extract, bitters, preparation, compound, composition, or an 
article whatsoever under any name, label, or brand which produces intoxi- 
cation; * second, the punishment “by imprisonment for not more than two 
years or by a fine of not more than $0 for each offense’ is changed to “ im- 
prisonment for not less than sixty days and by a fine of not less than $100 for 
the first offense, and not less than ) for each offense thereafter: *’ third 
the term Indian is defined to embrace an Indian *‘to whom allotment of land 
has boen made, while the title to the same shall be held in trust by the Gov- 
ernment; an Indian “a ward of the Government under charge of any Indian 
superintendent or agent;” or an Indian, “including mixed bi . over 
whom the Government, through its ments, exercises guardianship.” 

The vendorsof intoxicating liquors on Indian reservations have used eve 
possible device and scheme to evade the Indian Bureau, the authorities, an 
Oe. until ior have gone to the extreme of having intoxicating liquors, un- 
der labels or brands of essences,.extracts, bitters, preparations, compounds, 
or compositions containing pickles, fruits, and other articles of diet, specially 
prepared for this traffie-with the Indians. 

The violators under the present law, which provides they “shall be pun- 
ished by imprisonment for not more than two years or ie a fine of not more 
than $300 for each offense,” are pleased to pay the small fine imposed by the 
courts, gain their liberty,and return to the reservation to continue the occu- 
pation of their nefarious traffic. The minimum punishment in this bill is 
sixty days’ imprisonment and a fine of $100 for the first offense, and a fine of 
$200 for each offense thereafter. P 

The district courts of the United States have held that.a sale of intoxicat- 
ing liquors to an Indian to whom an allotment of land has been made does 
not, under the existing statutes, constitute an offense. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs in his report for 1895 says: 

In my last. annual report the attention of the Department was invited to 
a decision by Judge Bellinger, of the United States district court of Oregon, 
in which it was held that the sale of liquor to Indians who have taken allot- 
ments in severalty is not a violation of section 2139 of the Revised Statutes as 
amended by the act of July 23, 1802 (27 Stat. L., 260). 1 also set forth my 
reasons for Lelieving that the court erred in its decision. 

“Sinee that time the United States circuit court of ap at San Fran- 
cisco has rendered a decision in the case of Eells et al. vs. Ross (64 Fed. Rep., 
417), which sustains my view as to the authority of the Government over 
Indian allottees.and shows how the court would hold if it were possible to 
get before it a ease of liquor selling to such allottees; but, as these cases are 
of a criminal character, no appeal can be taken by the Government. For this 
reason the office made strenuous efforts to secure the of the bil] 
(H. R. 6651) which was introduced in the last Congress by Mr. Me1kLEJOHN, 
and which was as follows: 

* * * * * * oe 


‘The bill was passed by the House of Representatives in the last hours of 
the last session, but too late to receive the consideration of the Senate, and 
consequently did not become a law. It is my purpese, however, on the 
assem bling of the next Congress, to submit the matter to the Department in 
a-cpecial report, with a view to having the bill again introdu and, if pos 
sible, 1 into law.” 

The bill hasthe worn and indorsement of the Secretary of the Interior, 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, United States district attorneys, and the 
— Rights Association. aia > . 

The necessity for this legislation is clearly set out inthe accompanying let- 
ters, which are made a part of this report. 


Orrice UniTrep States ATTORNEY, DisTRict oF OREGON, 
Portland, October 12, 1896. 


DEAR Str: Permit me to acknowledge receipt of your communication un- 
der date of 5th instant. Replying thereto, I have to say that Judge Bellin- 
ger’s decision was never reported, but was in substance as follows: ‘‘ That 
under section 6 of the act of Congress approved February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. L., 
Page 390), all Indians who have lands allotted to them inseveralty, as per the 
provisions of said act of Congress, are deemed to be citizens of the United 
States and su tt to the laws, both civil and criminal, of the State wherein 
they reside, and that it was the intention of Congress by adopting section 6 to 
——— the provisions of section 2189, Revised Statutes, so far as said allotted 


dians are concerned,” 
‘ully, yours, DANIEL R. MURPHY, 
United States Attorney. 
G. D. Merkiesonn, 
The Millard, , Nebr. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 


Washington, January 18, 1895. 


Sir: Referring to office report of October 12, 1804, in response toa letter 
from Hon. Thomas Lynch, inclosing copy of House bill No. 6857, “‘ to prohibit 
the sale of intoxicants to Indians,” and asking for the opinion of this Depart- 
ment thereon, [ have the honor to transmit herewith, in duplicate, copy of a 
letter of January 4, 1895, from the-United States district attorney for the dis- 
trict. of Washington, inviting attention to the fact that the courts of Wash- 
i and Oregon have decided that as section 6 of the act of February 8, 

(24 Stat. L., 388), provided for the admission to citizenship in the Unived 
States of Indians who have taken allotments under said act, such Indians are 
emancipated from the control of the Indian agents, and that it is not a viola- 
tion of the law (section 2139 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by the uct 
of July 23, 1892 (27 Stat. L., 260), to furnish such citizen Indians with liquor 

Said bill No. 6657 provides a penalty for the sale of intoxicating liquors to 
Indians who had taken allotments under the said act of 1887, and in that 

it was s ted that as the tendency of the courts was to declare an 
In who had © a citizen by taking an allotment in severalty to be 
free to purchase intoxicating liquors, notwithstanding the fact that agents 
have been, under the direction of Congress, maintained over such Indians by 
the Government, it would be absolutely necessary, if the Indian allottees are 
to befully protected, that some such legislation an gra osed in this bill should 
beenacted. Mr. Brinker, the district attorney for Washington, whose commu- 
nication is referred to above, states that it has been frequently demonstrated 
(and it is not seen how demonstration is necessary) that the allotment of 
lands will not alone destroy the appetite for quer nor render the Indian any 
less rous to himself and neighbors than he was before. As was stated 
in the from this office, above referred to, the making of allotments to 
Indians c: their status as to citizenship in the United States, but it does 
not change their character nor tastes, and that as much harm can come to an 
Indian allottee by the free use of intoxicating liquors as he could receive by 
such use as a member of the tribe. 

In view of the fact that the courts have apparently unanimously decided 
that Indian allottees do not come under the provisions of existing law pro- 
hibiting the sale of liquors to Indians, I have the honor to recommend that 
Mr. Lynch be furnished with a copy of Mr. Brinker's letter and be advised 
by letter from the +e that it is thought that it would be very much 
to the benefit of the Indians of the United States if the said bill No. 6657 
should be passed by Congress and should become a law. 

I would also recommend that a copy of this report and of Mr. Brinker's 
letter be transmittefi to the chairman of the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs, Hon. J. K. Jonus, with the suggestion that it is desirable that said 
House bill No. 6657 should become a law. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner. 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


OFFICE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, 
Dis?TRICT OF WASHINGTON, 
Seattle, Wash., January 4, 1395. 


Srr: I desiré to call your attention to a matter which seems to me should 
be brought to the attention of Congress and some remedial legislation passed 
covering it. 

I refer to the sale of liquor to Indians. By section 2189, Revised Statutes 
of the United States, it is made.a crime for anyone to sell, give. etc., liquor to 
any Indian under the charge of an Indian agent or superintendent. 

February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. L., 388), Congress passed what is known as the 
“* Dawes bill,” providing for the allotment in severalty of the lands of certain 
reservations to the Indians. The sixth section of this act declares that every 
Indian to whom allotments have been made is a “ citizen of the United States 
and is entitled to all the rights, ee, and immunities of such citizens.” 

The United States courts in this district and in Oregon have decided that 
the effect of section 6 is to emancipate the Indians from the control of the 
Indian agents and to make them “citizens in the fullest sense, and that it is 
not a violation of section 2139, Revised Statutes, to furnish such citizens with 


= 
y contention has been, in all the cases which I have tried, that so long as 
the Indian remains upon the reservation over which an ugent is appointed 
he is protected by section 2139, Revised Statutes, but this is denied by the 
court. 
Itseems to me that the policy of Congress has been to civilize these Indians, 
and that the allotment of land is but one step in that direction, giving them 
land so that by the reflection of proprietorship they may cease their wander 
ing and become attached to one place, which they can call their * home,” and 
that they are just as susceptible to evil influences while occupying their 
home as they were before, and in as great danger from the liquor traffic as 
they were before the allotments were made, and that the same reasons exist 


now for prohibiting this traffic, under severe a, as ever existed. It 
has been frequently demonstrated that the allotment of land will not alone 
destroy the appetite for liquor, nor render the Indian any the less dangerous 


to himself and neighbor than he was before. 

Unless this traflic is prohibited by legislation, the policy of the Govern- 
ment to civilize the Indian will be defeated, and he will be converted from a 
wandering nomad into a drunken loafer. 

I tried a case to-day in the United States district court here in which aman 
was indicted for selling liquor totwo Indians on November 29, 1804. The evi- 
dence was conclusive t the defendant sold the Indians a quart of whisky, 
which they drank and became so intoxicated that one of them laid down 
across @ track, where he was found by an officer, and upon being ar- 
rested his drunken companion attempted forcibly to rescue him from the 


cer. 

These Indians testified that they lived upon lands which had been allotted 
to them in severalty. and the court instructed the jury to return a verdict 
ae the defendant. 

call these matters to your attention in the hope that some legislation may 
be had which will make the offenders liable to punishment. 
Very respectfully, 
WM. H. BRINKER, 
United States Attorney. 
The CoMMISSIONER OF INDIAN APFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, Orrice OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, January 26, 1895. 

Sir: Iam in receipt ef your lettersof January 2, 1895, transmitting a copy 
of House bill 6657, “ to prohibit the sale of intoxicants to Indians,” as follows, 
on which you uest the opinion of this Department: 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Con 3 assembled, That any person who shall sell, 

ive away, dispose of, exc e,or barter any malt, spirituous. or vinous 

uor, including beer, ale, and wine, or any ardent or intoxicating liquor of 
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any kind whatsoever, or any essence, extract, bitters, preparation, com- 

ound, composition, or any article whatsoever, under any name, label, or 
—) which produces intoxication, to any Indian to whom allotment of land 
has been made while the title to the same shall be held in trust by the Gov- 
ernment, or to any Indian a ward of the Government under charge of any 
Indian superintendent or agent; and any person who shall introduce, or at- 
tempt to Introduce, any malt, spirituous, or vinous liquor, including beer, 
aie, ard wine, or any ardent or intoxicating liquor of any kind whatsoever 
into the Indian country, shall be —— by imprisonment for not more 
than two years, or by a fine of not less than gio for the first offense, and not 
less than $200 for each offense thereafter, or by both fine and imprisonment, 
in the discretion of the court: Provided, however, That when the punishment 
shall be by fine the person convicted shall be committed until fine and costs 
are paid, the informers to have and receive one-half of all fines paid and col- 
lected. But it shall be a sufficient defense to any charge of introducing, 
or attempting to introduce, ardent spirits, ale, beer, wine, or intoxicating 
liquors into the Indian country that the acts charged were done under author- 
ity, in writing, from the War Department, or any officer duly authorized 
thereunto by the War Department. 

“Sec. 2. That so much of the act of the 23d day of July, 1892, as is incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act is hereby repealed.’ 

In line 11, section 1, you suggest an amendment tothe bill by inserting after 
theiword ‘‘Government,"’ and before the word “under,” the words “ or an 
Ind an over whom the Government exercises wardship.” The object of th’ 
amendment is, as you say, in order to avoid any misunderstanding as to the 
meaning and intent of the word ** ward” as used in the bill. 

In reply, I have to say that the Office has experienced some considerable 
difficulty in dealing with Indians to whom allotments have been made under 
the various — of law touching the same on account of the duty of the 
Government with respect to the sale of liquor to Indians who have received 
allotments, the act of 1887 (24 Stat L., 388), known as the general allotment 
act, making such Indians citizens of the United States. 

It has been held by this Office that Indians to whom allotments have been 
made, where the allotments are held in trust by the United States, and the 
Congress and this Department have found it necessary to maintain an agency 
over them for any purpose whatever, would be under the charge of the 
United States Indian agent within the meaning of section 2139 of the Revised 
Statutes as amended by the act of July 23, 1892 (27 Stat. L., 260), and that any- 
one selling or otherwise furnishing them with intoxicating liquors would be 
liable to punishment in like manner as they would be if the Indians had not 
been given their allotments. 

This opinion was based on the decision of the Supreme Court in United 
States vs. Holliday (3 Wall., 407), wherein it was held that the question whether 
“any particular class of Indians are still to be rded as a tribe or have 
esamel: to hold tribal relations is primarily a question for the political depart- 
~ as the Government, and if they have decided it, this court will follow 
their "eg 

The district courts of the United States, it seems, have not, however, held 
this view of the case, the office having received numerous reports from its 
agents citing cases where the district courts have held that the pos of 
allotments Indians of a reservation makes them citizens of the United 
States and takes them out from under the charge of the agents of the United 
States, notwithstanding the fact that the Government maintains ncies 
over them. The court of the United States for the district of W: ngton 
held, in a case which was tried in the spring of 1890, that as the Puyallup In- 
dians were citizens of the United Sta’ the sale of liquors to them was not 
punishable under the statutes, basing this opinion on the ground that the Con- 

ress and the Executive were not authorized to maintain an agency over the 
fadians after they had become citizens. This appears to this office to be in 
direct = of the ruling of the Supreme Court in the case of Holliday 
above cited. 

The district court of the United States for Oregon, Judge Bellinger, held 
in the case of The United States vs. Thomas Kawkes and win Kline (none 
of these cases have been published, so far as I know) to the same effect, viz, 
that Indians who have received allotments in severalty have become citizens 
of the United States and are not in charge of the United States agent, and 
therefore the sale of amoee to them is not prohibited by the law, which is 
applicable only to the Indian wards of the Government. 

t will be observed that the tendency of the courts below is to declare 
Indians who become citizens by taking allotments in severalty not to be 
under the Indian agent within the sneaning of the law prohibiting the sale of 
liquors to Indians, and to be free to ——- intoxicating liquors, notwith- 
standing the fact that agents are maintained over them by the Government: 
and as the cases in which these decisions are made are of a criminal character 
and can not be appealed by the Government, it will be absolutel pepeeesy. 
for the full protection of the Indian allottees, that some such legislation as 
proposed in this bill shall be enacted.-- The making of allotments to Indians 
changes their status as to citizenship, but it does not change the Indian char- 
acter or his tastes. As much harm, therefore, can come to an Indian allottee 
by the free use of intoxicating liquors as he could receive by such use asa 
member of a tribe, and the presence in the midst of any community of Indian 
allottees who would be free to purchase intoxicating seamen would be a 
menace to the lives and property of the law-abiding members of such com- 
munity. 

In a report of August 14, 1894, Capt. P. H. Ray, U. 8. A., until recently the 
acting Indian agent of the Shoshone Agency, rO., mare with respect to the 
attitude of the courts toward this question, that if this is to be the interpre- 
tation of the law by the courts he does not think any advantage to be derived 
from allotments will compensate for the evil that will follow the ning of 
the reservation to whisky sellers, and that in their present condition it will 
practically destroy these people to remove them from the == of agents 
and turn them over to the most lawless element on the mtier. Mr. John 
F. T. B. Brentano, the Indian agent for the Grande Ronde Agency, in Oregon, 
reported on the subject also, and expressed somewhat similar fears as to the 
results to the Indian allottees the decisions of the courts respecting this mat- 
ter would have. 

I have just recently received a letter dated Seattle, Wash., January 4, 1895. 
from Wi H. Brinker, United States district attorney for the district of 
Washington, ne my attention to the decisions of the courts respecting 
the sale of liquors to Indian allottees, and expressing the belief that the atten- 
tion of Congress should be called to the same, and some remedial legislation 
passed covering it. He says that “ unless this traffic is prohibited by 1} 
tion the policy of the Government to civilize the Indian will be defeated and 
he will be converted from a wandering nomad into a drunken loafer.” 

Under date of October 12, 1894, the office submitted a report to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior or this bill, at the vest of Hon. Thomas Lynch, of 
Wisconsin, and on ney 18, 1895, two copies of Mr. Brinker's letter, above 
referred to, were transmitted to the Secretary, with the request that Mr. 
Lynch's attention be invited to the desirability of the passage of this law, 
and that a copy be furnished the Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate, 
with the statement that the passage of this bill, or some such } tion, is 
not only deemed desirable but apparently absolutely necessary for the full 
protection of the Indian allottees. 

With respect to the amendment which you suggest to the bill, I havetosay 


JANUARY 18, 


aD 
that it would seem to be Coetiie that the bill should be amen 
similar manner, but I would s that the words offered _— — 
quieter the word “agent,” and beforethe word “ and,” in line 12, section L 

e reason for this is that if the amendment were inserted at the place 
where you suggest, the law would not be applicable to allottees who have re. 
ceived allotments under the fourth section of the act of 1887, their allot ments 
being on the public domain and outside of the jurisdiction of any United 
States Indian agent; but these Indians are also quasi wards of the Govern. 
ment and need none the less the protecting arm of the United States. _ 

I would also su, t an amendment to your amendment by the insertion 
of the words “including mixed bloods“ r the word “ Indian” and befors 
the word “over.” s amendment seems to be desirable, in view of the 
fact that there sone to be a t difference of opinion as to what an 
Indian is within the meaning of the laws; and also by the insertion of the 
words “through its political departments” after the word “ Government.” 
and the substitution of the word “guardianship” for “‘ wardship.” , 

I inclose a copy of the bill showing how I would recommend that it he 
amended, and have to say, as I have once or twice before said in this letter 
that I think it very desirable that mgress should, at this session, enact the 
same into law or pass some legislation similar to this bill. 


Very respectfully, 
D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner, 
Hon. GEorGE D. MEIKLEJOBN, 
House of Representatives. 
(Through the Secretary of the Interior.) 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, December 10, 1895, 
S1r: I have the honor to transmit herewith draft of a bill prepared by the 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs ‘‘to prohibit the sale of intoxicating drinks 
to Indians, and for other pu " 


The accompanying a of the Commissioner, dated 23d ultimo, sets out 
the reasons for the desired legislation, and the matter is presented for the 
favorable action of Congress. 
Very respectfully, 
HOKE SMITH, Secretary. 
The SPEAKER OF THE HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., November 23, 1895. 

Sir: In my annual report for 1895, pages 56 and 57,I referred to the 
qusbarrasemieta experienced by ae office on account of a decision by Judge 
Be r, of the United States district court for which in effect 
permits the sale of liquor to Indian allottees without tation (to which 
reference was made in my annual eopere for le, Page 62 et seq.), and quoted 
the provisions of a bill which was introduced last Congress by Hon. 
GEORGE D. MEIKLEJOHN, with a view to remed the evil. 

In concluding = discussion of this subject I stated that it was my pur- 
— on the assembling of the next Co to submit the matter to the 

partment in a report with a view to having the bill i 
duced, and if possible into law. In pursuance of urpose 
the honor to submit herewith in duplicate the draft of a bill Ro prohibit the 
sale of intoxicating drinks to Indians, and for other p re 

This proposed is similar in its provisions to the one passed by the House 
of Sepsenmineres in the last hours of the last Congress, the modifications 
- : 


(1) The insertion after the words “ Indian count pon ees the words 
in ile the 


‘““which term shall include any Indian allotment w: tle to the same 
shall be held in trust by the Government or while the same shall remain in- 
alienable by the allottee without the consent of the United States.” 

(2) The c pote provided by fixing the minimum time of 
imprisonment maximum, and by im: both imprisonment 
and fine instead of leaving that to the discretion of the court. 

(3) The striking out of that part of the former bill which provided for the 
eee to the informer of one-half the fines im 4% 

reasons for the first modification p are based on the apparent 
disposition of the United States district courts, especially in Montana, Ore- 
gon, and Wi nm. to the allotment of lands as the extinguishment 
of the Indian title and the destruction of its ras Indian country. It 
is true the decision of the circuit court of a in Eells vs. Ross (64 Fed. 
Rep., =) — down a rule which, if follow its | conclusion, would 
prevent the introduction of liquors on allotted lands; but that decision would 
also prevent the sale of ners to the allottees if the lower courts would apply 
= <8 ee ees cases. a at gy not done, or there would be no necessity 

or the new . 

It is therefore n , if the Indian allottees are to have the fullest beu- 
efits from the tion, that the allotted lands held in trust by 
the Government, and those that are inalienable by the allottees without the 
oa of — United States, shall be specifically included in the description 
“In country.” 

The modifications as to penalties proposed are, on account of the disposition 
of the courts, generally to im: only small fines on offenders who may have 
been convi , and in case of imprisonment to im such short terms as to 

ractically destroy the effect of a conviction to deter the parties or others 

rom engaging in the traffic. Fines of afew d and one day imprison- 
ment are frequently the only result of the efforts of this Department and of 
the Department of Justice to enforce the law. 

Fines alone will not prevent the traffic, for the enormous profits made by 
the illicit dealers would warrant them in paying very large fines and contin- 
uing in the business. 

It is therefore necessary that the law shall be specificas to the punishment, 
and shall make the minimum sufficiently severe as to be effective. 

The other modification proposed (the st out of the clause to pay the 
informer half the fines) is suggested on account of the opposition developed 
against the bill in the last Congress by reason of thatclause. Indeed, the only 
reason why the bill was not passed by the Senate was, I have been told, be- 
cause of the objection Senator PLATT made toiton thataccount. Said clause 
is therefore stricken out. 

In connectior with this matter, and as showing the . 
some such ee peer so as is proposed in the accompan of a bill, I in- 
close duplicate copies of correspondence from the In agents of the Siletz 
and Grande Ronde agencies, from which it will be seen that since the allot- 
ment of lands in severalty at those 4 and the Sosmion of Judge Bel- 
linger above referred to, holding that there is no violation of law in selling 
liquor to Indian allot the moral and financial condition of the Indians 
been materially affected by the use of intoxicants. : 

Other nts where slisumente have been made report a similar state © 

some action to stop the evil. 


affairs and urge 
I inclose two copies of this re’ hand two septes of the propored 
gether with two copies of the other papers referred to here poets ave’ the 


t necessity for 
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honor to recommend that one copy of each be forwarded to the Vice-Presi- 
dent, with request that it be laid before the Senate at the assembling of Con- 
ress on December 2, 1895, and that one coy each be forwarded to the 
Epeaker < the House of Representatives, to be laid before that body on its 
organization. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
™ ; D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner. 


last Friday, was arrested and put under $800 bonds on Wednesday last b 
Justice Connor at Ballston to appear before the next Polk County gran 
jury. 
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, ry 
Grande Ronde (Oreg.) Agency, September 10, 1895. } i 
Sr: I regret to have to report of a murder on this reservation. On August thie 
81, ae, Peter Lafferty, an Indian, crushed the skull of Jonas Short, Indian, ei 3 
both of this reservation. 4 
This crime, like so many others, can be laid directly to bad whisky. I trust 
that something may be done in the near future to punish those that sell 
whisky to Indians under the charge of an agent. 
ery truly, yours, JOHN F. T. B. BRENTANO, 
United States Indian Agent. 


The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


A bill to prohibit the sale of intoxicating drinks to Indians, and for other pur- 
poses. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That any person who shall sell, give anny. 
dispose of, exchange, or barter cng me, spirituous, or vinous liquor, includ- 
ing beer, ale, and wine, or any ent or other intoxicating liquor of an 
kind whatsoever, or any essence, extract, bitters, preparation, compound, 
composition, or an icle whatsoever under any name, label, or brand, 
which produces intoxication, to any Indian to whom allotment of land has 
been made while the title to the same shall be held in trust by the Govern- 
ment, or to any Indian a ward of the Government under charge of any Indian 
superintendent or agent, or any Indian, including mixed bloods, over whom 
the Government, through its Departments, exe: guardianship, and any 
person who shall introduce or attempt to introduce any malt, Sees, or 
vinous liquor, including beer, ale, and wine, or any ardent or intoxicatin 
liquor of an kind whatsoever into the Indian country, which term shall 
include any Indian allotment while the title to the same shall be held in trust 
by the Government, or while the same shall remain inalienable by the allot- 
tee without the consent of the — ry shall be —_— b Sagriten 
ment for not less than sixty days and by a fine of not less than p10 or the 
first offense and not less than for each offense thereafter: Provided, how- 
ever, That when the punishment shall be by fine the person convicted shall 
be committed until fine and costs are paid; but it shall be asufficient defense 
to any charge of introducing or atemeing 5 introduce ardent spirits, ale, 
beer, wine, or intoxicating liquors into the Indian country that the acts 
charged were done under authority in wri from the War Department or 
any officer duly authorized thereunto by the War Department. 

Sec. 2. That so much of the act of day of July, 1892, as is inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act is hereby repealed. 


The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


P. S.—The above Jonas Short died on September 7, 18%. 
J.F.T.B.B. 







































































UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Grande Ronde (Oreg.) Agency, September 17, 1895. 


Srr: Inclosed you will find the Daily Oregonian of this morning. In the 
first column, on the third page, you will find a dispatch which will explain 
itself. I have marked it. 
I wrote to you about the whisky troubles on the 10th of June, when an 
nehe (William Warren) tried to kill two old Indians belonging to this res- 
ervation. 
I have also reported this bad state of affairs here in my annual report on 
this pew (August 23, 1895). 
On September 10 I reported to you the death of Jonas Short (an Indian 
belonging here) at the hands of Peter Lafferty, another Grande Ronde Indian. 
Now comes this case mentioned in so-Seg p regunian. 
Can not something be done to stop this whisky business with these Indians? 
If not, most of them will be lost. 
Very truly, yours, JOHN F. T. B. BRENTANO, 
United States Indian Agent. ' 
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


P. 8.—I have not heard anything about this matter contained in to-day’s 
Oregonian, and know nothing more than what was contained > ~*  Giepateh. 
coPn me 


UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Grande Ronde Agency, Oreg., June 10, 1895. 
3 SiR: eens you will find a copy of the Sheridan Sun of last Thursday 
une 6, . 

You will obserye that I have marked an article entitled “A Donnybrook 
picnic.” It will show you what the sale of liquor to Indians is do: for some 
of them. Ihave some Indians that are just as moderate as any white man; 
but it is ruining a great pany 

Since the last day of April (when the Indian court was disbanded) there 
has been an immense increase of crime resulting from intoxication. May 18, 
Thom. Lawney and Oleman Isaac tried to kill bert Metcalf on this reser- 
a, and were only prevented by the timely arrival of the Government 

armer. 

On May 28, Dan Wacheno beat his wife. They were bothdrunk. Next day 
she left him, and they are now separated. 

On —_ 30, Bill Warren tried to murder James Silque and John Pratt. The 
latter had a very close 

Twice I have myself been personally assaulted by an Indian, without, how- 
ever, suffe anything. 

There is no law making drunkennessa crime in this State, and if there was 
it would not be enforced. 

Do you think that Congress could be induced to enact a new law making it 
acrime to sell er to an Indian, and would not Judge Bellinger hold such 
a law unconstitutional? 

Very truly, yours, JOHN F. T. B. BRENTANO, 
United States Indian Agent. 


[Extracts from Morning ae Oreg., Tuesday, September 17, 


AN INDIAN STABBED. 
INDEPENDENCE, OREG., September 16. 


Yesterday was not the usual quiet Sunday in Independence. The town 
was crowded with ple, and the stores all dida es business. The saloons 
also had piety 9 customers. Sunday night e 
Since the marshal gets fees, he keeps the drunk and disorderly off the streets. f 

A fight took place over the river opposite here Sunday night among the ; 
Indian op pecbers. Two of them were badly using a third. Frank Isaacs, ; 
a Grande Ronde Indian, stepped in to separate them, when Billy Tom, a Si- 
letz Indian, turned and stab him with a knife, one wound being very near 
the heart. Billy Tom has been arrested and taken to Salem. The Indians ; 
were more or less drunk. , 


even drunks were run in. 


UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Grande Ronde (Oreg.) Agency, September 24, 1895. 

Srr: Inclosed find Yamhill County Reporter of September 20,1895. You 
will find two marked items on the first page. Both cases have been reported 
to you by me, by my letters of na ay ny 10 and September 17, 1895. 

ty dear sir, can not something be done to stop this whisky business? 

Since May 1, 1895, when the court of Indian offenses was abolished here 
they have grown wild. With the old court we checked them to a go 
extent, but since there is no court, we have no way of controlling them. 


Very truly, yours, 
JOHN F. T. B. RRENTANO, 
United States Indian Agent. 
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. j 


P. S.—See also my letter of June 10, 1895. 


{Extracts from the Yamhill Coste, Baperter, McMinnville, Oreg., Friday, 
September 20, 1895. } 
FROM THE COUNTY PRESS. 
* . ~ * ” ~ 7 
{Sheridan Sun. ] 
* 





The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFPAIRS. 


(The Sheridan Weekly Sun, Sheridan, Thursday, June 6, 1895.] 


A“ DONNYBROOK” PICNIC—THE INDIANS FROM THE AGENCY GET BOILING 
DRUNK AND FIGHT—THE WILLAMINA POSTMASTER ASSAULTED—HE IS DE- 
FENDED BY CITIZENS ARMED WITH AX HANDLES—OBSCENE AND PROFANE 
LANGUAGE USED—SWAGGERING BUCKS CAUSE LADIES AND CHILDREN TO 
GIVE THE SIDEWALKS—OUR NEW CITIZENS ENJOY THEIR FREEDOM. 


The school picnic at Willamina last Friday was well attended. The exer- 
cises, literary, musical, and otherwise, including an address from Superin- 
tendent Stilwell, were interesting. e ball game between the Sheridan 
boys and Grande Ronde boys was uninteresting. Only three innings were 

layed. The Indians were drunk to distinguish a baseball from a barn 
oor, and failed tomakearun. Later inthe day when king alcohol got the 
dians thoroughly under his malign influence they began a Donnybrook- 
alr exhibit w surpassed anything ever seen in section of the coun- 
try. It was knock down and os out for several hours, the Indians fighting 
among themselves like verita emons. Lame Jim had his left arm broken 
in two places, and lay , drunken, and bleeding by the roadside between 
Willamina and Grande e from Friday evening until nearly noon Satur- 


iy. 

Another fellow named Tipton attacked Postmaster Dundas, who was going 
out to the ball ground with two of his little children. Dundas knocked the 
Indian down several times with his but the bloodthirsty brute followed 
him uptown to his store, being join Wy four or five other intoxicated 
Indians. Mr. Dundas secured an ax handle, and being reenforced by Mr. 
Shaller, Jo. Stewart, and others, the onslaught of the sav es was checked. 
Stewart then the Indians to take a away. is Shag nares 
to do, so Sheep eam hand and foot and threw him in a wagon like a fat 
} oe destined for market. One of the squaws present went through her 

runken lord’s pockets and took his money, and procuring some alcohol, a 
number of the dark sex got gloriously hilarious. One of these bibulous dames 


dren home, but running off the grade, overturned the wagon, spilling out the 
whole family. Fortunately no one was ured. Bill k, a white man, 
alleges that he was stab on the back of the hand by a drunken Indian, but 
a report that Bill got into a fight with a barbed-wire fence with the above 


The language used by the Indians was disgustingly obscene, interlarded 
with copious oaths. The ladies who came to witness the games were forced 
to retire, and even upon the streets had to step aside to make way for stag- 
ge Indians. The illamina are thoroughly si 
of drunken As the are now citizens, they can not be con- 
Indien sre agent, and as is now bad blood between the whites and 
Toten tizens, the people of W: fear trouble in the future. * * * 

drunk at the Willamina picnic and mauled Jim 
Pratt and Lame Jim almost over to the evergreen shore with an oak grub 


« * * « 7 * 
Another row took place on the reservation one day last week. An Indian 
by the name of Peter paae ey crushed the skull of another by the name of 
Jonas Short, using a piece of 2 by 4scantling by way of emphasis. Short, it 
is feared, will not live long. Should he live short, Lafferty may not live long. 
Both are Indian citizens, which leads us to remark that the Government made 
a mistake when it invested the Indians with citizenship and gave them a full 
swing at fighting fire water. 
[Oregon News and Notes. ] 
« - ” x * 7” - 


Independence must be getting tough. A dispatch sent out from there 
Monday said: ‘‘ Yesterday was not the usual quiet Suntory in Independence. 
The town was crowded with people, and the stores all did a good business; ry 
the saloons also had plenty of customers. Sunday night 11 drunks were run , 
in; since the marshal gets fees he keeps the drunk andlisorderly off the 
streets. A fight took p over the river opposite here Stnday night among 
the Indian hop pickers. Two of them were badly using a third. Frank 
Isaacs, a G e Ronde Indian, stepped in to separate them, when Billy Tom, 
a Siletz Indian, turned and stabbed him with a knife, one wound being very 
near the heart. Billy Tom has been arrested and taken toSalem. The In- 
dians were more or less drunk.” 










UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 

Siletz Indian Agency, Oreg., October 24, 1895. 
S1r: I have the honor to submit my report on the condition of affairs at 
this agency for the month of September, 1895: 
. © « « « * * 
Indians.—The larger portion of the Indians have been in the hop fields dur- 
ing this month and have earned quite an amount of money, though a great 

pany ve saved but little of it, being able to buy whisky without any r 

. They have spent this money in this way, and there are several 
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the hands of the law. One of the Siletz Indians will likely go to the peni- 
tentiary for stabbing one of the Grande Ronde Indians. It is very unfortu- 
pate that the courts have ruled that it is not a violation of law to sell them 
whisky. I have consulted the United States district attorney in the matter; 
he advises me we are powerless—can do nothing to prevent the cause. This 
is the worst feature connected with their citizenship, and has already re- 
sulted, and will, I fear, continue to result, in much injury to these Indians. 
As stated above, the larger portion have been engaged picking hops for white 
»eople during the past month; for the present month a portion of them will 
oS engaged plowing and sowing fall grain, while others will be engaged 
a ~ 


fishing. * 
Very respectfully, BEAL GAITHER, 
United States Indian Agent. 
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. 
- oil 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, December 31, 1895. 
Sir: Referring to Department letter of 10th instant, addressed to the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives and transmitting draft of a bill prepared 
by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, “to prohibit the sale of intoxicating 
drinks to Indians, and for other purposes,’ I have the honor to transmit here- 
with copy of a communication of the 30th instant from the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs and accompanying copy of a petition signed by the Indians of 
the Santee Agency, Nebr., in favor of the passage of the bill. 


Very respectfully, 
HOKE SMITH, Secretary. 

The CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

House of Representatives. 
DECEMBER 30, 1895. 

Str: Referring to my report of November 23, 1895, transmitting a draft of 
a bill to prohibit the sale of liquors to Indian allottees, in duplicate, with the 
recommendation that one copy thereof be transmitted to the Vice-President,, 
to be laid before the Senate, and the other be transmitted to the Speaker, to 
be laid before the House of Representatives, I have the honor to inclose here- 
with, in duplicate, a copy of the report of December 20, 1895, from Joseph 
Clements, United States Indian agent of the Santee Agency in Nebraska, 
with which he forwards a petition, numerously signed by the Indians of his 
agency, in favor of the passage of said bill. 

The legislation proposed in the draft submitted by him as above stated is 
contained in two bills introduced into the Senate, one by Mr. Jongs of Arkan- 
sas (8. 855) and the other by Mr. GALLINGER, of New Hampshire (S. 885); and it 
is also contained in a bill introduced in the House by Mr. MEIKLEJONN (H. R. 
280), and many features thereof are contained in the bill H. R. 68, which was 
introduced by Mr. MerkLEsouNinthe House. Allof the bills herein referred 
to have been referred by the House and Senate to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs of each House, respectively, and Ihave the honor to recommend in 
order that the committees may be advised with respect to the sentiments 
of these Indians as regards this matter, that one copy of the inclosed papers 
be forwarded to the EL muse Committee on Indian A ffairsand the other copy be 
forwarded to the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, for their information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner. 

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Santee Agency, December 20, 1895. 
Dear Sir: I have the honor to herewith forward you a petition signed by 
the men and women of Santee, to show you the desire these Indians to 
suppress the liquor traffic among them. 
“hese people are fully aware of their weakness and the injurious and 
degrading effect liquor has among them. 
hey would nearly all sign if we had the opportunity to pooent the petition 
to them; but many of them have not been at the agency for some time. 
I respectfully suggest that there be added to the bill the — amend- 
ment, namely, to make it punishable for one Indian to sell or give liquor to 


— full JOS. CLEMENTS 
very respectfully, 8. cMENTS, 
United States Indian Agent. 
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. 


We, the undersigned women of the Santee Sioux tribe, feeling that the 
Haqvor traffic is demoralizing and degrading our le, destructive to habits 
of industry and ruinous to our homes, respectfully express our approval 
of the bill introduced by Representative MEIKLEJOHN to stop the we of all 
intoxicants to Indians, and we urgently and earnestly pray the United States 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to earnestly work to secure its 
passage. 

Anna Brown, Jane Walker, Louisa Redwing, Amanda Brown, 
Elizabeth M. Frazier, Nancy Barker, Clara Cash, Victoria Rob- 
inson, Susan Wambdisin, Martha Redwing (x), witness A. L. 
Riggs; Wacanga (x), witness A. L. Riggs; Anna Garvie, Maggie 
Brass, Mrs. Hakewaxte (x), Nancy ae Mary Jones, Mrs. 
Ellen Iron Elk, Mary Kitto. Anna Redwing, Fannie Moose, 
Rebecca Holmes, Emma Whipple, Mary Henry, Fannie Henry, 
Sarah Young, ‘ulia Wakeman, Ellen Hopkins, Lucinda Robbi- 
son, Maggie Chapman, Lucy Kitto, Mrs. Jane Hawk, Wospin, 
Alice Stone, Mary H. Campbell, Josephine Hoisey, June Fra- 
zier, Yuhe Wina, Nina Good Teacher, Anna Wakana, Anglic 
Johnston, Emma Redowl, Mary Goodthunder, Julia Good- 
thunder, Lizzie Barker, Mary Lightning, Ahewin, Jane Hop- 
kins, Mary Jones, Elizabeth Wicinyan, Ellen Harlan, Lucy 
Feather. aggie Wicanapidutawin, Sarah Redowl, ‘Rasele 
Jeinck, Rebecca Smith, } ancy Anpahdewin, Anna Thomas, 
Julia Hawk, Rejuta Elien Pappay, Anna Fluit, Angela Wilson, 
Ellen Kitto, Jane Stone, Elizabeth Blacksmith, Luey Redowl, 
Emily Trudell, Henry Trudell, Elizabeth Wabashaw, Elizabeth 
Chapman, Lizzie Re wing. Emma Smith, Harriet Robinette, 
Hattie Robinette, Nancy Pay Pay, Coray Stone. 


We, the undersigned Indians of the Santee Sioux tribe, respectfully express 
o~ approval of the bill presented by Representative MEIKLEJOHN, of Ne- 
raska, ‘to stop the sale of all intoxicants to Indians,” and urgently and 
auxiously peer the United States Senators and Representatives in Congress 


to earnestly work to secure its passage. 
James Garvie, Jouenh Geabtendher, Gocepe D. Redowl, Alfred H. 
Barker, Baptist Whipple, Daniel Frazier, Joe Robertson, John 
Ross, Levi Tradell, C Rockwood, William Holmes, Esaia 
Frazier, Joe Godfary, jr., John Jones, Albert Frazier (council- 
man), Henry Westman. Lame Rawillard, Louis Robineet, Joe 


Godfary, sr., B. Smith, T. J. Gemack, Joseph 
, Artemus Ehnawnani, W Wabashaw Temeolion 
Oliver Laewix, William Abraham, John T. Pat 
, Red Cloud, Joseph Cash, James Brown, to, 
. Chapman (councilman), Joseph A. Kitto (councilman ) 
James Chapman, R. W. Brown, Chas. . Simon Kitto. 
Edward Hedges, Samuel Wolfe, Solomon Jon rles Jones: 
Eli Jones, Solomon W. Barker, James C. Lightning, Joshua 
Crow, Robert (his x mark) Hakewaste, Daniel Wakama, Henry 
Robinson, Samuel Jones, Eugene Hoffman, Solomon Ross 
James Redwing, Stephen John, Thomas Robinson, A. L. Camp: 
bell (councilman), Antoine Trudell, Charles Moose, Samu] 
Campbell, William C. Campbell, Edward Eastman, Georgo 
Thomas, Joseph A. Walker, Peter Trudell, J. M. Campbel. 
Capt. B. J. Young, Geo urence, William Henry, Danie| 
Stone, Charles St. Ciair, Thomas C. Whipple, Sam Red Cloud. 
Joseph Samuel, Daniel C. Westman, John Kitto, Joseph Red- 
wing, Charles Wolfe, Herbert Whipple, George Henry, Isaac 
Redowl, Willie Bruss, James Sharp, Adam Bulestone, Henry 
M. Jones, Johnson Redowl, John C. Rammilard, John K. Home. 
Joshua Harlan, Henry Waumdisin, Andrew Huntka, Oliver 
Rammilard, Alex Redwing, John Largester, Jo C. oe Charles 
Hedges, Daniel Graham, David Khune, Frank Trudell, Charles 
Standing Soldier. Wakauhditauha, John Hi . John M. Green, 
Joseph Robinett, Daniel Coon, Jacob Barker, Job Goodteacher, 
John C. Tuttle, John B. Walker, George Good er, Thomas 

pple. , 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, February 13, 1396. 

Sir: Referring to previous correspondence relative to a draft of a bill pro- 
pared by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, “ To prohibit the sale of intoxi- 
eating drinks to Indians, and for other purposes,’ I have the honor to trans- 
mit herewith a copy of a communication of llth instant and accompanying 

tition from the Omaha Indians of Nebraska, asking for the eof the 
xl introduced by Mr. MerKLEsoHN, having in view the pro ion of sales 
of liquors to Indian allottees. 

Very respectfully, 
HOKE SMITH, Secretary. 

The CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

House of Representatives. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN APPAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., February 11, 1898. 

Str: Referring to my reports of November 23 and December 30, 1895, rela- 
tive to certain proposed legislation to prohibit the sale of liquors to Indian 
allottees, I have the honor to inclose herewith (in duplicate) y of a letter 
of January 31, 1896, from Capt. W. H. Beck, U. 8. A., a In agent of 
the Omaha and Winnebago Agency, ees o on the Omaha 
Indians asking for the of the bill intr by Mr. MErKLEJonN, 
having in view the prohibition of sales of liquors to Indian allottees. 

I recommend that one copy of this petition be forwarded to the chairman 
of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs and the other copy be forwarded 
to the chairman of the House Committee on Indian Affairs, for the informa- 
tion of these committees. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner. 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


DEPARTMENT OF THR INTERIOR, 
UNT?PED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Omaha and Winnebago Agency, Nebr., February 5, 1396. 
Str: I havethe honor to transmit a petition signed by the Omahas, relative 
to the liquor bill introduced by the Hon. GrorGE D. MEIKLEJOHN, member 
OF OP Tery senpecttull bedient t, 
ery respectfully, your obedient servan 
WM. H. BECK, 
Captain, Tenth Cavalry, Acting Indian Agent. 
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
UNITED States INDIAN SERVICE, 
Omaha and Winnebago Agency, Nebr., January 31, 1896. 
The ComMIssIoNER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: We, the undersigned Omaha Indians, are painfully aware of the evil 


| effects of the use of intoxicating liquors among our people, and of the — 
| sibility of restraining many of the Indians from its use, and also that white 


men can not be preven from selling it to Indians or it to them 
whenever a bargain is being made between Indians and w men; therefore 
in view of our past experience and of the failure of the efforts of the officials 
and Indians to prevent this traffic, we y indorse the bill introduced by 
the Hon. Georer D. MerkKLesoun, hibiting the sale of all intoxicating 
anaes Indians, and neg the friends of the Indians to use all their power to 
secure i 


through Congress. 
(Signed by 236 Indians, of whom 183 are males and 52 are females. } 


InpIAN Rients AssoctaTion, 1305 ARCH STRE 
Philadelphia, 


ET, 
December 9, 1895. 
My Dear Str: I acknow with thanks the of your favor of the 


5th instant, with inclosures. Absence from the city has prevented an earlier 
response. 


r association y approves the efforts you are making in the direc- 
tion to ae amstheeaeee of intoxicants, both on the reserva- 
tions and to those who have received their allotments. We will be glad to 
—_ with yon to the extent of our power in securing the passage of 

r 


I will also be glad to embody the substance of letter im our annual 
report, which is almost compteled. re 
HERBERT WELSH 


Very truly, yours, . 
Seasinns katte ee aemiall 
Hon. G. D. MErkLeyomn, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. GAMBLE. Mr. Speaker, I only care to say a word in 
regard to this. Although under the Dawes Act of 1887, which 
gives the Indians citizenship—— 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I should like to hear this dialogue. 
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There is so much confusion that we can not hear what gentlemen 
are saying. . 


The SPEAKER. Will the House please be in order, and will 
gentlemen have the kindness to take their seats? 

Mr.GAMBLE. Mr. Speaker,I donot know that I could enl. 
on the suggestion made by the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. 
MEIKLEJOHN]; but under the law of 1887, which confers citizen- 
ship upon Indians who are allottees, yet at the same time under the 
ceneral supervision by the Indian Department of the Indians their 
relations to the Government do not change, and it is essentially 
necessary for the good government of the Indians and for their 
betterment that the sale of intoxicating liquors under any pretense 
should be excluded. ° 

Mr. MADDOX. Wedo not disagree upon that point at all. 

Mr. GAMBLE. Now, then, if these Indians are still under the 
charge of an Indian agent, which they are, although they may 
have taken allotments, and although ther receive annuities and 
maintain the same relation to the Federal Government ee 
that they did before, I believe that this law isin harmony wit 
the Constitution in the general supervision over the Indians of 
the country; and I apprehend that the courts of the country have 
taken different views on this question. I understand that one of 
the courts in California has held that even under the existing stat- 
ute they have the right to exclude the sale of liquors to Indians, 
and that arrangement was carried out there. I believe that this 
is in line with the best judgment of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairsand the Interior Department; and I thinkthatthe Govern- 
ment can better protect the Indians from the sale of intoxicating 
liquors than by referring it to the States in which they may be 
located. I earnestly hope that the bill may pass, because I believe 
it is thoroughly essential for the government and control of the 
Indians. 

Mr. LITTLE. May I ask my friend a question? 

Mr. GAMBLE. Certainly. 

Mr. LITTLE. I suppose there is no doubt but what the State 
governments have jurisdiction of those Indian citizens. If the 
State courts have jurisdiction over the Indians who have become 
citizens of the United States, what is the necessity of Congress 
taking this advanced and doubtful ground for their protection? 
Are not the States amply able to do that? 

Mr. GAMBLE, “There appears to be a.conflict of opinion as to 
the right of the State or the jurisdiction of the Federal Government 
in these matters. These matters heretofore have been controlled 
by the Federal Government entirely, and such has been the 
expectation of those having the control of the Indians that it 
should remain in the Government and not in the State authori- 
ties. They think it can be better and more efficiently controlled 
by the Federal Government than by the State. 

Mr. LITTLE. But snp anyone under the law of the State 
should be indicted by the State court, and likewise be indicted by 
the Federal court. it seems to me that that would get up endless 
confusion. What have your States held heretofore on the subject? 

Mr. GAMBLE. I do not think the question has ever come 
before the courts that my attention has been definitely called to. 
The State courts have never taken jurisdiction. It occurs to me, 
as —— by my friend from Nebraska [Mr. ~~ ‘ 
that the Indians are still wardsof the Government. They simply 
hold a title under the jurisdiction of the Government, which may 
be extended even during twenty-five years. 

Mr. BAILEY. Will the gentleman permit an inquiry? 

Mr. GAMBLE. Certainly. 

Mr. BAILEY. Does not the act provide that when they take 
this land in allotment they become citizens? 

Mr.GAMBLE. They become citizens. 

Mr. BAILEY. Then it is utterly impossible for them to be citi- 

zens and pupils of the United States at the same time. It is very 
clear that the Government has the right to continue them in the 
state of tutelage and dependence, but when it terminates that con- 
dition and makes them citizens of the United States, then it has 
no more power to legislate specifically for them than for any other 
citizen. 
_ Mr. GAMBLE. This is entirely a question of jurisdiction. It 
is a matter that ought to be upon and determined by the 
courts. The Interior Department, I know, does exercise jurisdic- 
tion and control of the Indians who have taken allotments, that 
is, those who still retain tribal relations, and I believe we can bet- 
ter maintain this tutelage than by referring it to State jurisdic- 
tion. [Cries of “ Vote!” ‘* Vote!”] 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Mr. Speaker, if there be no others who 
desire to speak on the measure, I would ask for the previous 
question. 


Mr. MADDOX. Just a word, Mr. Speaker, and then I am 
through. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. MADDOX. This is a question which involves the consti- 
tutionality of the law which the gentleman proposes to pass. I 
ai fully aware of the necessity of this legislation, and the wis- 


dom of this legislation. It is only a question as to whether Con- 
gress has the right to pass this law on the subject. The gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. LITTLE} and myself are of the opinion 
that Congress has no authority to passthis law. We believe that 
when these Indians have their lands allotted to them and they be- 
come citizens of a State, the State only can legislate on this sub- 
ject. Our friends take a different view from this. We want to 
_ ourselves right upon the record. We have no objection to the 
egislation, except we believe it to be unconstitutional and will 
vote ‘‘no.” 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say in reply to 
the gentleman from Texas, in relation to the act of 1887, known 
as the Dawes Act, that it is a contested question what qualifica- 
tions relating to citizenship that act carried with it. I ask for the 
previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The question being taken on the passage, the Speaker declared 
that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. I ask for a division. 

The house divided; and there were—ayes 82, noes 22, 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. MEIKLEJOHN, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

The title was amended as proposed by the committee. 


KANSAS, OKLAHOMA CENTRAL AND 
COMPANY. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Committee on 
Indian Affairs I call up the bill (H. R. 9863) to extend and amend 
an act entitled ‘‘An act to grant the right of way to the Kansas, 
Oklahoma Central and Southwestern Railway Company through 
the Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved December 21, 1893. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the provisions of an act entitled ‘An act to grant 
the right of way to the Kansas, Oklahoma Central and Southwestern Rail- 
way Company through the Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory, and 
for other purposes,” approved December 21, 1893, be, and the same are hereby, 
extended for a period of two years from and after December 21, 1896, so that 
said Kansas, Oklahoma Central and Southwestern Railway Company shall 
have until December 21, 1898, to build the first 100 miles of its said railway line 
in said Territories, and two years thereafter to complete the same. 

Seo. 2. That section 1 of said act approved December 21, 1893, be amended 
to read as follows: “ That the Kansas, Oklahoma Central and Southwestern 
Railway mt a corporation organized, created, and existing under and 
vee of the laws of the Territory of Oklahoma, and of the laws of the 
State of Kansas, be, and the same is hereby, invested and empowered with 
the right of ae constructing, equipping, operating, using, and main- 
taining a railway, telegraph, and telephone line through the Indian Terri- 
tory and Oklahoma Territory. including lands that have been allotted to 
Indians in severalty or reserved for Indian pergcees, beginning at any point 
to be selected by said railway company on the south line of the State of Kan- 
sas, in the county of Montgomery, on the south line of section No. 13 or 
section No. 14, township No. 35, range No. 13 east of the sixth principal merid- 
ian, or on the south line of section No. 13 or section No. l4, township No. 

16 east of the sixth principal meridian, and running thence by 
the most practicable route through the Indian Territory to the west line 
thereof; thence in a south or southwesterly direction by the most practi- 
cable route into and rough Oklahoma Territory to a point on the Texas 
State line and on Red River between said State of Texas and the Comanche 
and Apache Indian reservations, in said Oklahoma Territory, by way of 
Bartlesville, Pawhuska, Pawnee, Stillwater, Guthrie, and Elreno, in Okla- 
homa Terri . and ing through the Osage, Pawnee, Wichita, Kiowa, 
Comanche, and Apache Indian reservations, and through the organized 
countiesof Pawnee, Payne, Logan, Oklahoma, and Canadian, in said Oklahoma 
Territory, with the right to construet, use, and maintain such tracks. turn- 
outs, sidings, and extensions as said company may deem to their interest to 
construct along and upon the right of way and depot grounds herein pro- 
vided for. 

Seo. 3. That the said railway company shall have power to construct, 
equip, and operate a branch or extension from its main line, starting at or 
near lesville, Indian Territory, and running thence in a south or south- 
easterly direction, a distance of not to exceed 30 miles, to coal and other min- 
eral lands or mines which are operated or may hereafter be operated in the 
Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory; and for such purposes the said railway 
company is hereby empowered to acquire and occupy a right of way of the 
same dimensions, by the same methods, and for the same compensation as 
provided for in the original act approved December 21, 1893. 


Mr.SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this bill issimply 
to extend for two years the time for the construction of this rail- 
road; but, while extending the time, we insert certair limitations 
that are now put in all bills of this character, though they were 
not usually inserted in them at the time when the original bill was 


SOUTHWESTERN RAILWAY 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time. and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee on Indian Affairs have no 
further business at this time, Mr. Speaker. 


PATENT LAWS. 

Mr. DRAPER (when the Committee on Patents was called), 
Mr. Speaker, I am directed by the Committee on Patents to call 
up for consideration the bill (H. R. 3014) revising and amending 
the statutes relating to patents. 
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* 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That section 4886 of the Revised Statutes be, and the 
same hereby is, amended by inserting on line 4, after the word “ country,” 
the words “ before his invention or discovery thereof,” and on line 5, after 


the word “thereof,” the words *“‘or more than two years prior to his applica- | 


tion,” so that the clause so amended will read as follows: 

‘Sec. 4886. Any person who has invented or discovered any new and useful 
art, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful 
improvements thereof, not known or used by others in this country before 
his invention or discovery thereof, and not patented or describe 
srinted publication in this or any foreign country before his invention or 

iscovery thereof, or more than two years prior to his application, and not in 

public use or on sale in this country for more than two years prior to his 
application, unless the same is proved to have been abandoned, may, upon 
payment of the fees required by law and other due proceeding had, obtain 
a patent therefor.” 

Sec. 2. That section 4920 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same hereby 


is, amended by adding to the third clause of said section after “thereof” and | 


before * or’? the following words: “ or more than two years prior to his appli- 
a for a patent therefor;’’ so that the section so amended will read as 
follows: 

“Src. 4920. In any action fur infringement the defendant may plead the 
general issue, and, having given notice in writing to the plaintiff or his attor- 
ney thirty days before, may prove on trial any one or more of the following 
special matters: 

‘First. That for the purpose of deceiving the public the description and 
specification filed by the patentee in the Patent Office was made to contain 
less than the whole truth relative to his invention or discovery, or more than 
is necessary to produce the desired effect; or, 

‘**Second. That he had surreptitiously or unjustly obtained the patent for 
that which was in fact invented by another, who was using reasonable dili- 
gence in adapting and perfecting the same; or, 

‘Third. That it has been patented or described in some printed publication 
prior to his supposed invention or discovery thereof, or more than two years 
prior to his app ication for a patent therefor; or, 

*Fourth. That he was not the original and first inventor or discoverer of 
any material and substantial part of the thing patented; or, 

“Fifth. That it had been in public use or on sale in this country for more 
— — years before his application for a patent, or had been abandoned to 
the public. 

‘And in notices as to proof of previous invention, knowledge, or use of the 
thing patented, the defendant shall state the names of the patentees and the 
dates of their patents, and when granted, and the names and residences of 
the persons alleged to have invented or to have had the prior knowledge of 
the thing patented, and where and by whom it had been used; and if any 
ope or more of the special matters alleged shall be found for the defendant, 
judgment shall be rendered for him withcosts. And the like defenses may be 
pleaded in gny suit in equity for relief against an alleged infringement; and 
proofs of the same may be given upon like notice in the answer of the 
defendant, and with the like effect.” 

Sxo. 3. That section 4887 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same hereby 
is, amended by inserting on line 1, after the words “no person,” the words 
“otherwise entitled thereto,” and on line 3, after the words “ caused to be 
patented,”’ the words “‘by the inventor or his legal representatives or 
assigns,’ and by erasing therein all that portion of the section which follows 
the words “in a foreign country,” on lines 3 and 4, and substituting in lieu 
thereof the following: * unless the application for said foreign patent was filed 
more than seven months prior tothe fling of the application in this country, 
in which case no patent shall be gran in thiscountry. This section, as 
hereby amended, shall not apply to any patent in this country granted prior 
to the passage of this act, por to any applications for a patent in thiscountry 
then pending, nor to any patent granted for such a pending application,” so 
that the section so amended will read as follows: 

‘Sec. 4887. No person otherwise entitled thereto shall be debarred from 
receiving a patent for his invention or discovery, nor shall any patent be 
declared invalid, by reason of its having been first patented or caused to be 
patented by the inventor or his legal representatives or assigns in a foreign 
country, unless the application for said foreign patent was filed more than 
seven months prior to the filing of the application in this country, in which 
case no patent shall be granted in this country. is section, as hereby 
amended, shall not apply to any patent in this country nted prior to the 
passage of this act, nor to any applications for a patent in this country then 
pending, nor to any patent granted on such a pending application.” 

Szc. 4. That section 4894 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same hereby 
is, amended by striking out the words “two years” in every pls where 
they occur and substituting in lieu thereof the words “six months,” and by 
adding at the end of the paragraph the following sentence: “And upon failure 
to complete the case for final action within eighteen monthsafter the filing of 
the application the Commissioner of Patents may require the applicant to 
show cause whiy final action should not be taken thereon; and if upon such 


hearing the Commissioner determines that the application has not been prose- | 


cuted with reasonable diligence, he 1 make an order requiring the appli- 
cant to complete his case for final action within six months thereafter, and 
upon the expiration of said six month final action shail be takenthereon. In 
cases where interference has been declared, three years’ additional time may 
be allowed for the prosecution of the interference, which time may be ex- 
tended by the Commissioner of Patents upon its being shown to his satisfac- 
tion that due diligence has been shown in prosecution of such action,” so that 
the section so amended will read as follows: 

‘Sec. 4804. All applications for patents shall be completed and prepared 
for examination within six months after the filing of the application, and in 
defauit thereof, or upon failure of the applicant to prosecute the same within 
six months after any action therein, of which notice shall have been given 
to the applicant, ay shall be regarded as abandened by the parties thereto, 
unless it be shown to the satisfaction of the Commissioner of Patents that 
such delay was unavoidable. And upon failure to complete the case for final 
action within eighteen months after the filing of the application the Com- 
missioner of Patents may require the applicant to show cause why final action 
should not be taken thereon; and if upon such hearing the Commissioner 
determines that the application has not been prosecu with reasonable 
diligence, he shall make an order requiring the applicant to complete his 
case for final action within six months thereafter, and_upon the expiration 
of said six months final action shall be taken thereon. In cases where inter- 
ference has been declared three years additional time may be allowed for 
the prosecution of the interference, which time may be extended m4 the 
Commissioner of Patents upon its being shown to his satisfaction that due 
diligence has been shown in prosecution of such action.” 

Sxc. 5. That section 4898 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same hereby 
is, [ by adding thereto the following sentence: 

“Tf any such assignment, grant, or conveyance of any patent shall be 
acknowledged before any notary public of the several States or Territories 
or the District of Columbia, or any commissioner of the United States circuit 
court, or before any secretary of legation or consular officer authorized to 
administer oaths or perform Zotarial acts under section 1750 of the Revised 
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| ment, grant, or conveyance shall be void 
in any | 


| causes of action.” 


| extended by the Com: 


| application has not 


| cation ofan invention in any forei 
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Statutes, the certificate of such acknowledgment, under the hand and official 
p prima facie evidence of the exe- 
cution of such assignment, grant, or conveyance;” so that the section so 
“Sxc. 4898. Every patent or any interest therein shall be assignable in law 
by an instrument in writing, and the patentee or his ass or legal repre- 
sentatives may in like manner grant and conveyan exclusive right under his 
patent to the whole or any specified part of the United States. An assign- 
oid as against any subsequent pur- 
chaser or mortgagee for a valuable consideration, without notice, unless it is 
recorded in the Patent Office within three months from the date thereof. 

“Tf any such assignment, grant, or conveyance of omy peters Shall be 
acknowledged before any notary public of the several States or Territories 
or the District of Colambia, or any commissioner of the United States circuit 
court, or before any secretary of legation or consular officer authorized to 
administer oaths or perform notarial acts under section 1750 of the Revised 
Statutes, the certificate of such acknowledgment, under the hand and official 
seal of such notary or other officer, shall be prima facie evidence of the exe- 
cution of such assignment, grant, or conveyance.” 

Sec. 6. That section 4921 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same hereby 
is, amended by adding thereto the following sentence: 

“But in any suit or action brought for the infringement of any patent 
there shall be no recovery of profits or damages for any infringement com- 
mitted more than six years before the filing of the bill of complaint or the 
issuing of the writ in such suit or action, and this provision shall apply to 
existing causes of action;” so that the section soamended will read as follows: 

‘** Sec. 4921. The several courts vested with jurisdiction of cases arising under 
the patent laws shall have power to grant injunctions according to the course 
and principles of courts of equity, to prevent the violation of any right secured 
by patent, on such terms as the court may deem reasonable; and upon a decree 
being rendered in any such case for an infringement the complainant shall be 
entitled to recover, in addition to the profits to be accounted for by the defend- 
ant, the damages the complainant has sustained thereby; and the court shall 
assess the same or cause the same to be under itsdirection. And the 
court shall have the same power to increase such damages, in its discretion, 
as is given to increase the ‘es found by verdicts in actions in the nature 
of actions of t ass upon the case. 

“But in any suit or action brought for the infringement of any patent there 
shall be no recovery of profits or da for any infringement committed 
more than six years before the filing of the bill of complaint or the issuing of 
the writ in such suit or action, and this provision apply to existing 


Mr. DRAPER. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the reading of the report 
as a part of my remarks. 

The report (by Mr. DRAPER) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Patents, to whom was referred House bill 3014, have had 
the same under consideration and report as follows: 


This is a bill pre by a special committee of the American Bar Associa- 
tion on amendment of the patent law, whose report was accepted and indorsed 


| by the entire association. 


Coming before the committee and the House as the result of the study of 
the ablest lawyers of the country who have had to deal with all the questions 
under the patent law that come before the courts, your committee have felt 
that their recommendation was entitled to great weight, and have been nat- 
urally inclined to report the bill without amendment. They have, however, 
further sought the advice of the Commissioner of Patents and of some of the 
most eminent judges on the bench, whoconcur in the opinion that the changes 
recommended are wise. 

In one point only have the committee ventured to amend the changes pro- 

d by the eminent gentlemen responsible for the bill. There isa strong 
Feeling in the community that undue delays in the Patent Office, which have 
sometimes taken a are against public policy, and your committee have 
endeavored to make the amendment proposed by the bar association to meet 
this state of things even more stringent. 

To this end they recommend an amendment to this bill, as follows: That 
section 4, line 5, on page 5, be amended by the insertion after the word 
And by cian at the ead f th ih the following: ‘And fail 

“And by a end of the paragra e follo : upon fail- 
ure to complete the case for final action within eighteen months after the 
filing of the application, the Commissioner of Patents may require the appli- 
cant to show cause why final action should not be taken thereon; and if upon 
such hearing the Commissioner determines that the application has not been 
prosecuted with reasonable gence, he shall make an order uiring the 
applicant to oi his case for final action within six months thereafter, 
and upon the expiration of said six months final action shall be taken therecn. 
In cases where interference has been declared, three years’ additional time 
may be allowed for the prosecution of the interference, which time may be 

mieauer of Patents upon its being shown to his satis- 
faction that due diligence has been shown in prosecution of such action.’ ”’ 

And by adding, in line 14 of the same section, after the word “ unavoid- 
able,” the same language, as follows: 

“And pa failure to complete the case for final action within eighteen 
months after the filing of the application, the Commissioner of Patents may 
require the —— to show cause why final action should not be taken 
thereon; and if upon such hearing the Commissioner determines that the 
s not been prosecuted with reasonable diligence, he shall make 
an order requiring the applicant to complete his case for final action within 
six months the ter, and upon the expiration of said six months final action 
shall be taken thereon. In cases where interference has been declared, thré 
years’ additional time may be allowed for the prosecution of the interference, 
which time may be extended by the Commissioner of Patents upon its being 
shown tec his satisfaction that due diligence has been shown in prosecution 
of such action.” 

The amendments proposed in this billare none of them of a radical charac- 
ter, and are needed,in the judgment of the committee, to harmonize the 
statutes, in view of court decisions,and to meet certain abuses that have 
grown up under the present law. 

The first amendment to section 4886 provides that the patenting or publi- 
country, if more than two years prior 
to the application in this country, l bea bar toa patent. As the law now 
stands, an invention may be published and patented abroad, and years after 
be patented to the foreign inventor in this country. The same reasons that 
compel the tee’ for a patent under the pecoes law to apply within two 
years after the invention gone into public use in this country make it 
reasonable that he should apply for his patent within two years after it has 
been patented or published abroad. 

The amendment to section 4920 is to make that section harmonize with sec- 
tion 4886 as amended. 

The amendment to section 4887 is made desirable by recent decision of the 
Supreme Court, which limits the term of a United States patent to that of a 
foreign patent, if a fo: tent is taken out on the same invention 
ase ore the patent in the United States. It is proposed as an amen 
that the granting of a foreign patent to the same inventor or his assigns 








not affect the term of the United States patent unless the application for said 
foreign potent was filed more than seven months prior to the of the 
application in this country, in which case no patent shall be granted here. 
Asimilar provision exists in the laws or treaties of most European countries, 
and this provision, it is believed, will accomplish the object which tye legis- 
lators had in view in framing the present law, and will obviate of its 
present inconveniences. This section as amended will not apply to any 
patent in this country granted prior to the passage of this , nor to any 
applications for a patent in this country then pending, or to any patent 
granted on such a pending application. 

The amendment provided in section 4 to section 4894 is for the purpose of 
preventing delays in the Patent Office. The bill provides that the term of 
two years within which the applicant must complete and prepare for exam- 
ination the filing of his opguicamen, and also the same term within which he 
must prosecute the same for action thereon, shall be reduced to six months. 
The committee believe that this shortening of time for delay is proper, and 
have gone further in the same direction in the amendment to the bill which 
they have recommended. F 

Section 5 of the bill is a matter of detail, and provides that a certificate of 
acknowledgment of assignment of patents before a proper officer be 
prima facie evidence of execution. 

Section 6 provides a statute of limitation in patent cases. Under the deci- 
sions of the Bapreme Court the State statutes of limitation apply to actions 
for ment of patents brought upon the law side of the cou It seems 
to your committee desirable that there should be a uniform statute of limi- 
therefore sdopt the recommendation of the committee of 
the bar association. 

It is believed, as before stated, that these amendments will simplify and 
improve the patent law, and they are unanimous in recommending the pas- 
sage of the bill, with the exception of the last section in regard to the stat- 
ute of limitations, in regard to which a minority of the committee reserve 
the right to dissent. 


Mr. DRAPER. Mr. Speaker, this bill proposes half a dozen 
minor amendments to the patent law which have been recom- 
mended unanimously by the American Bar Association. A year 
ago or more a committee of that association was appointed to con- 
sider such amendments as might be found desirable in the patent 
law, and that committee, while unable to agree on matters which 
they considered of great moment, did agree to recommend the 
half dozen amendments which are embodied in this bill. I will 
not discuss the matter generally at length, but will take up these 
modifications one at a time and explain them to the House. I 
may say in the outset that the bill, in the reading, sounded some- 
what formidable, because the entire statutes that are proposed to 
be amended were read. 

The first amendment is to section 4886. It provides that the 
patenting or publication of an invention in any foreign — 
more than two years prior to the application in this country shall 
be a bar to obtaining a patent. That is to say, if a patent is 
granted in a foreign country, then after two years from the grant 
of that ee the applicant can not obtain a patent in the United 
States, ashe nowcan. As the law nowstands, aman may publish 
or patent an invention in a foreign country and years afterwards 
it may be patented in this country. In the United States if an 
inventor has his invention in public use more than two years be- 
fore he applies for a patent he can not obtain a patent upon it. 
It seems to me, and it seems to your committee, that this amend- 
ment would be a very proper addition to the law, and an addition 
in the interest of the public. 

Section 5 of the bill is a matter of detail. It provides that a 
certificate of acknowledgment of assignment of a patent, before 
a proper officer, shall be prima facie evidence of execution. 

Section 6 provides a statute of limitation in patent causes. This 
is the only section upon which there was any difference of opinion 
in your committee. Some members of the committee thought 
that the statutes of limitation of the several States should con- 
trol, whereas this bill proposes to make a universal statute of six 
years, covering the entire country. Nominority report, however, 
has been filed, so that the bill stands as the recommendation of the 
comunittee. 

It is also sought in the bill to remedy an evil which some have 
considered almost an abuse in the Patent Office, namely, that an 
applicant for a patent can make his application, receive a rejec- 
tion, wait two years before making an answer to the rejection, 
and continue in that way, so that the application may remain in 
the Patent Office a long time, a term of five or ten or possibly 
fifteen years, and then may come out of the office and cover the 
invention for seventeen years from the date of issue. This bill pro- 
poses an amendment to that part of the law by substituting the 
words ‘‘six months” for the words “two years,” so that after 
receiving a reply from the office to his application the applicant 
shall be required to make his answer within six months, thus 
reducing the length of time that an application can remain in the 
office. This, however, did not seem asufficient limitation to your 
committee, and the amendments which they have proposed go 
still further in the direction of limiting not only the time that 
the applicant can delay answering the reply of the Patent Office 
to his application, but also limiting the time that his application 
can remain without final action in the office, except in cases of 
interference. 

The amendments which are proposed by the committee apply to 
different sections of the bill, but mean exactly the same thing. 
The amendment to section 4 proposes to insert the following: 


And — failure to complete the case for final action within eigtinen 
months r the filing of the application the Commissioner of Patents may 
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| provision of section 4887 of the Revised Statutes. 





require the applicant to show cause why final action should not be taken 
thereon; and if upon such hearing the Commissioner determines that the 
application has not been prosecuted with reasonable diligence, he shall make 
an order — the applicant to complete his case for final action within 
months thereafter, and upon the expiration of said six months final action 
1 be taken thereon. In cases where interference has been declared, three 
yeary’ additional time may be allowed for the prosecution of the interference, 
which time may be extended by the Commissioner of Patents upon its bein 
shown to his satisfaction that du 
such action. 

Another amendment of the committee proposes a change in the 
3 This amend- 
ment is made desirable by a recent decision of the Supreme Court, to 
the effect that under the present law, properly interpreted, the term 
of a United States patent is to be limited by that of a foreign patent 
if the foreign patent was for the same invention and was issued 
before the patent granted by the United States. The fact is, that 
when this bill was prepared it was intended to cover cases of for- 
eigners taking patents in the United States. But there have 
arisen cases in which Americans, having made inventions, have 
applied simultaneously for an American patent and a foreign pat- 
ent; and in such cases, owing to the fact that in most foreign 
countries there is no system of examination, while in our country 
there is such a system, which delays the issue of the patent for 
months, at least, and possibly for years, the foreign patent has 
frequently come out first. In such cases, according to the decision 
to which I refer, the American patent expires at the date of the 
expiration of the foreign patent. The amendment to section 4887 
was intended to cover these cases. It is proposed as an amend- 
ment to the existing law that the granting of a foreign patent to 
the same inventor or his assigns shall not affect the term of the 
United States patent unless the application for said foreign patent 
was filed more than seven months prior to the filing of the appli- 
cation in this country, in which case no patent shall be granted 
here. A similar provision exists in the on or treaties of most 
European countries, and this provision, it is believed, will accom- 
plish the object which the legislators had in view in framing the 
present law, and will obviate all of its present inconveniences. 

This section as amended would not apply to any American pat- 
ent that has been granted prior to the passage of this act or to any 
applications now pending in this country for a patent, or to any 
patent granted on any pending applications. It will apply onl 
to applications which may be made after the passage of this bill. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I believe I have explained the cases that this 
bill is intended to cover. It embraces, as will be seen, merely 
minor modifications of the patent laws. Its passage is recom- 
mended by the bar association, whose committee bestowed a great 
deal of time in theinvestigation of thesubject. It is recommended 
by the Commissioner of Felento, and recommended also by your 
Committee on Patents. . 

Reserving the balance of my time, I shall be glad to answer any 
questions in regard to the bill that any gentleman may desire to 
ask. If no one desires to make any inquiry, I will ask for a vote. 

Mr. HULICK. I wish to ask the gentleman, in the first place, 
whether there are any copies of this bill which can be had? I have 
been trying to secure a copy of the bill and report, but have thus 
far failed to do so. 

Mr. DRAPER. Copies of the bill and report are, so far as I 
know, in the document room; but I shall be very glad to furnish 
to the gentleman my copies. 

Mr. HULICK. There is one further question I should like to 
ask. I wish to know whether these amendments have reference 
to cases where patents have expired and where parties have de- 
sired to obtain renewals. There are cases where, upon the expira- 
tion of a patent, parties may desire, by reason of the death of the 
inventor, or for some other good reason which might be satisfac- 
tory to the Department, to obtain a renewal. Has the committee 
in any of these amendments provided any means outside of the 
existing laws by which patents may be renewed; and if so, for what 
length of time? 

r. DRAPER. Oneof the amendments provides that the Com- 
missioner of Patents may require the applicant to show cause why 
final action should not be taken, and if he shows reasonable cause, 
it is supposed that that will govern. The gentleman is speaking 
of the amendments of the committee, I presume. 

Mr. HULICK. Yes, sir; and with reference to the particular 
matter I have just indicated. 

Mr. DRAPER. If the gentleman desires, I will read the amend- 
ments again. 

Mr. HULICK. I think the gentleman did not comprehend the 
— of my question. 

r. DRAPER. I desire to do so. 

Mr.HULICK. Solunderstand. Now, I wishtoknow whether 
the existing laws or the regulations of the Department in refer- 
ence to the renewal of a patent which has expired by limitation 
of time are affected by any of these amendments submitted by the 
committee? There are, of course, cases where it may be desired 
for some good reason that an extension of the patent be granted, 
in order that the patentee or his representatives may realize some- 
thing from the invention. 


e diligence has been shown in prosecution o: 










CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


Mr. DRAPER. There is nothing in the bill which affects that 
question one way or the other. 

Mr. HULICK. Well, I have not had time or opportunity to 
examine the bill; hence I asked the question. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, this bill (H. R. 3014) has been | 
so carefully considered by the committee and so ably presented 
and explained by the chairman of the committee [Mr. Draper}, 
both in his report and in his remarks, that those who have read 
the one and heard the other will be convinced of the importance 
of passing this bill. 

The great ingenuity of the American people, their fertility of 
ideas, and their untiring energy in carrying them out have been | 
among the great Causes of development in this country and the | 
reasons for its great advancement in industry and wealth. The | 





protection of the inventions of our people by granting them 
the right (by patent) to sue others using their improvements 
without permission from the inventor has given the inventor the 
opportunity of getting the necessary assistance to perfect and 
fully develop his ideas and put their resultant on the market. 

The effect has been that our machinery and mechanical devices 
have so cheapened in many matters the cost of production that 
we find our goods selling cheaper in foreign markets than they can 
be made for there, and yet the American laborer is paid in the | 
manufacture of these articles double and treble the amount paid | 
for similar labor in foreign countries. 

Our statutes affecting patent rights have long needed the amend- 
ments made by this bill in order, among other things, to expedite | 
the granting of patents and to give our patentees relief from the 
effect now given to foreign patents, and their lapsing affecting our 
patents under certain conditions. This bill properly regulates 
these matters and gives only such rights as should have been pro- | 
vided for longago. In this respect it relieves patentees and those | 
whoare assisting them from a cumbersome system, which worked | 
no good to any one and great harm to the American inventor in | 
many instances. 

The universal statute of limitation provided for by this bill | 
will also meet, I am satisfied, with general approval by the courts, | 
for it again simplifies the issues and gives six years—an abundant 
time to the industrious prosecutor of his rights—to push his claims, | 
and prevents an inventor sleeping on his rights too long and allow- | 
ing others to develop his invention, and when they have amassed | 
a profit by their industry, to compel them to pay triple damages | 
after a long lapse of years. The statutes giving patent rights 
being national, the limitation of recovery should also be limited 
by national laws and be uniform throughout the country. 

Mr. DRAPER. I ask for a vote on the amendments of the 
committee. 

The question being taken, the amendments were agreed to. 

The bill asamended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DRAPER, a motion to reconsider the last | 
vote was laid on the table. 


PATENTS GRANTED TO NAVAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. FAIRCHILD. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up another bill 
from the Committee on Patents, the bill (H. R. 4178) providing for | 
the use by the United States of devices covered by letters patent. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That whenever, in the judgment of the Secretary of the 
Navy, the public interests will be promoted by the usein the naval service of 
devices covered by letters patent Issued to any officer of the Navy, whether 
retained in his ownership or assigned to others, the United States may acquire 
the right to use said device upon such terms or at such rate of compensation 
as may to the Secretary of the Navy seem just and equitable, and in deter- 
mining the compensation to be paid by the United States for the assignment 
or for the use of such devices regard will be had by the Secretary of the Navy 
to any facilities in originating the work or perfecting the invention which 
the inventor may have enjoyed by reason of his connection with the public 
service. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. Iask forthe readingofthe ee in my time. 

The report (by Mr. FatRCHILD) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Patents, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4178) pro- 
viding for the use by the United States of devices covered by letters patent 
which may be hereafter issued to any officer of the Navy, have examined the 
same. and report as follows: 

The evils sought to be remedied by this bill, and the arguments in support 
thereof, are referred to by the Secretary of the Navy in his annual report to 
Congress as follows: 

' Eavouticns useful to the naval service are Sreqnently sapeed by officers 
of the Navy. Officers have peculiar a in the line of their duty 
for discovering the defects of naval appliances and devising remedies for the 
same. When they have been especially assigned to the duty of making ex- 
periments for the _ervese of suggesting improvements in some particular 
direction, if the facilities for conducting the experiments have been furnished 
by the Department, and the expenses, including the procuring of patents, 
have been borne by the Department, the improvements or devices are the 
property of the United States. 

* When, however, an officer is not acting under authority of the Depart- 
ment, and the invention does not concern a matter the officer was especiall 
assigned the duty of investigating, and when the expenses of making experi- 
ments and procuring the letters patent are borne by the officer, it has n 
held that the patent is the property of the officer, and is valid as against the 
Government itself. In order to use these devices the United States must 
obtain the consent of the patentee and pay him such price for the use of the 
same as be may demand, and it has frequently been found difficult to adjust 
the rights of officers as against the Government in these cases. 





| issued to officers of 


JANUARY 18, 


“ Theinventive genius of officers should not besuppressed, norshould 
be unj oa of the fruits of their labor, Soles the other hand, tots 
ought to no extraordi pecuniary stimulus to turn to their own 
advantage knowledge acqui at the expense of the Government and tend- 
ing to promote the interests of the service in which they are employed 
Such a stimulus exists where the Government must do without improve. 
ments essential to its naval power or pay to persons whom it has educated 
and furnished the opportunities for developing such improvements such 
prices as Se insist upon for the same. 

“The British Government has recently found it expedient to prescribe the 
terms under which its navy shall uire the use of inventions patented by 


| persons in its naval service, and the following provisions appear to me to be 
—— equitable and just: ‘The invention may be used by or for Her 
a 


jesty’s service, and that the terms of payment, if any, shall be decided by 
the admiralty,’ and ‘in settling terms, either for assignment or use, regard 
will be had by the admiralty to any facilities in ori ing, working out, 
and perfecting the invention which the inventor may have enjoyed by reason 
of his official position.” 

“As naval officers receive their education at the expense of the Govern- 


| ment, and their opportunities to make improvements in naval appliances 
| result largely from such education and the facilities afforded them by the 


duties they perform under the Government, I have the honor to recommend 
that Congress be asked to enact legislation providing that the United States 
may at any time acquire the —_ to use devices covered by letters patent 
e Navy, whether retained in their ownership or assigned 

to others, — such terms and at such rate of compensation as may, by the 
Secretary of the Navy, be deemed just and — (Annual Report of 
the Secretary of the Navy, 1895, pages 48 and 49. ) 

Similar references were made in the report of the Judge-Advocate-General 
to the Secretary of the Navy for the year 189% ( es 16 and 17). 

It is to carry out the recommendation made forthe Secretary of the Navy 
to Congress. above quoted, that this bill was introduced. 

In view of the evident existence of the evils referred to in the above quota- 
tion from the report of the Secretary of the Navy, your committee recom- 
mend the passage of the bill with the following amendments: 


| * Insert after the words “covered by letters patent,” in line 5, “ which may 


be hereafter;" and after the words “ oongnanaiee, as may,” in line 9, insert 
the words “be determined to be just arid equitable by a board of not less 
than three naval officers, appointed for the purpose by; and after the words 
““ with the public service,’ in line 15, msert the words “‘and the decision of 
said board shall be subject to approval by the Secretary of the Navy;" strike 
out after the words “compensation, as may,” in line 9, the word “to;” and 
after the word * Navy,” in line 9, strike out, in lines 9 and 10, the words “ seem 
just and equitable;” and after the words “ will be had,” in line 12, strike out 
the words, in lines 12 and 13, “ by the Secretary of the Navy.” 

The amendments were agreed to. The question recurred on 
the engrossment and third reading of the bill. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, I would like some explanation other 
than the report gives about this bill. Is it the purpose of its en- 
actment to give to an officer in the employ of the Government the 
benefit of a patent gained while in the discharge of his duty. while 
in the pay of the Government, and when his services and time 
belonged to the Government? Does it give him an opportunity to 
receive the full benefit of a patent which he may acquire under 
such circumstances? j 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. I will answer the gentleman by stating that 
a naval officer now in the employ of the Government has the priv- 
ilege to which he refers, and he has it to an extent that he can 
deprive the Government even of the right to use the patent in any 
way whatever except upon his own terms. It is to correct that 
very evil that the bill is drafted, in accordance with the recom- 


mendation of the Secretary of the Navy, who has had experience 


resulting from the present situation; and the bill is designed, while 
not taking away from the officer the privilege of receiving proper 
compensation for any invention that he may make, to provide a 
means of determining what that proper compensation shall be 
when the patent is used by the United States Government. 

Mr. BLUE. Then the bill seems to be in the direction of cor- 
recting thé evil I thought it was attempting to establish. I have 
no further questions to ask. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. § er, this bill (H. R. 4178) is also of 
great importance and should be passed. There is not a company 
engaged in manufacture in the United States and properly man- 
aged which does not seek to protect its interests by securing itself 
in the right to the exclusive use of the inventions of its employees 
in the line of the business which they are carrying on; and it is 
customary for companies developing new ideas to have an agree- 
ment with every employee providing for the purchase by the em- 
nore of the inventions of the employee on some fair basis. 

he rights secured by patent emanate entirely from the Gov- 
ernment, and it is a special privilege granted by statute to invent- 
ors, and from which the inventor derives exclusive advantages. 

As the average business corporation, as I have before said, pro- 
tects itself even from an employee who may be only a short time in 
its employ, certainly the Government should be ees in as good 
a position as the average company, and should not be exclnded 
from using, under some fair arrangement, the inventions of men 
who are not only in the employ of the Government but whom the 
Government has specially educated for many years, at its own 
expense, in the line in which the inventions are made. It would 
seem that no argument would be n to convince even the 
naval inventor who would be affected by this particular bill that 
it was most eminently fitting for him to give to the Government, 
for a fair return, the exclusive right to the use of any improve- 
ments born of his inventive genius. Were the Government de- 
prived of this right it might prove disastrous to the country. 
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Those inventions might be the very ones which would be re- 
quired to perfect some mechanical device which would place the 
Government in a much safer position than it otherwise would be 
in. It would, therefore, be a mistake to put any curb on the in- 
ventive genius of the navalinventor. This bill does not put acurb 
upon it, but gives the Government the opportunity of acquiring 
the inventions on paying the employee of the Government such 
compensation as his inventive genius may be entitled to, and thus 
obtaining the exclusive right to the use of his inventions. 
CONSIDERATION OF PRIVATE PENSION BILLS. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I desire tosubmit a privileged | 
report from the Committee on Rules, and ask its present com | 
sideration. 

I am directed by the committee, to whom was referred House 
resolution No. 482, to report back the same and recommend its 

yassage. 
; The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That on Tuesday, the 19th da 
the reading of the Journal, the House shal 
the Whole House for the consideration of such bills as are in order on the ses- 
sions of Friday evenings, and that in the consideration of such bills under 
this resolution ten minutes’ debate shall be allowed on each bill, with the 
amendments thereto, such time to be divided equally between those favoring 
and those opposing the bill: Provided, however, That nothing in this resolu- 
tion shall be construed as interfering with conference reports on general 
appropriation bills. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I ask the previous question. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker—— 

The previous question was ordered. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker, I was trying to get the 
attention of the Chair for the purpose of stating that as I under- 
stand it an assignment of an election case was made for to-morrow. 

Mr. HENDERSON. That goes over by consent, or request of 
the Elections Committee, until Wednesday. Judge McCa.u 
desires me to state to the House in this connection that the Vir- 

inia contested-election case of Yost vs. Tucker will come up on 
Wednesday next. 

The resolution reported from the Committee on Rules was 
agreed to. 

“The Clerk proceeded with the call of committees. 
CHARGES OF DESERTION IN CERTAIN CASES. 


Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, I present the bill which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: 


A bill (BH. R. 9102) to amend section 5 of an act to relieve certain appointed 
or enlisted men of the Navy and Marine Corps from the charge of desertion, 
approved August 14, 1888. 


The SPEAKER. This call is for bills upon the House Calendar. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. This bill does not come up under the rules 
now? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order now. 

LEASE OF CERTAIN ISLANDS IN ALASKA. 

Mr. SCRANTON. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Committee 
on Territories, I present the bill (S. 2555) to authorize the Secre- 
tary ot the Treasury to issue leases of certain islands in Alaska 
for the breeding of foxes. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I hope we ~— have the report read, Mr. 
Speaker, so as to understand the bill. 

The SPEAKER. This bill is not on the House Calendar. lt 
has never been reported. 

Mr. SCRANTON. The committee has authorized a favorable 
report. 

The SPEAKER. It is not on the Calendar. It must be on the 
Calendar to be in order under this call. 

Mr. SCRANTON. A Senate bill? 

The SPEAKER. A Senate bill. The idea of this committee 
hour, so called, is to bring up bills which are on the Calendar of 
the House and which do not involve an appropriation. The bill is 
required to be on the Calendar, so that the House may have some 
notice of its existence as a bill. 

Mr. SCRANTON. Then I will ask to withdraw the bill. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Iask unanimous consent to have the Com- 
mittee on Immigration calledagain. I have aresolution from that 
committee. 

The SPEAKER. Is the resolution on the House Calendar? 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. No, sir. 

The SPEAKER. It is of no use to call the committee then. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. It is merely a formal matter. 

The SPEAKER. This would not be the proper time. 

The Clerk resumed and completed the call of committees. 


of January, immediately after 
resolve itself into Committee of 


— Mr. Speaker, I desire to make a parliamentary 
“te SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
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Mr. BAILEY. I desire to know if to-day was designated as Dis- 
trict of Columbia day? 

The SPEAKER. it was; butthe chairman of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia thought he would not call up matters 
from that committee until later. 

Mr. BAILEY. Then I desire to know if, under that regular 
order, he has the right to desist so long as he pleases, and then 
take advantage of the order at any time he pleases. It seems to 
me, if this day has been set apart for that purpose, he owes it to 
the House to enter upon the business of that committee. 

Mr. DOCKERY. He should either claim the day or disavow 
his intention to do so. 

The SPEAKER. If anybody is to blame for that, the Chair 
thinks heis. The Chair thought that, as he was informed that 
the business of the District of Columbia would take but about two 
hours, perhaps we could finish up some business on the House 
Calendar in a more expeditious way in the early part of the day, 
rather than in the later part. 

Mr. BAILEY. I frankly say to the Chair that I have been in- 
duced to make the inquiry by reason of the fact that a number of 
gentlemen have inquired of me what the District Committee in- 
tended to call up, and I was unable to answer. 

The SPEAKER. Well, the Chair is unable to answer that. He 
was not aware of any special matter that was to be brought up, 
but understood that there were some matters that would be likely 
to take an hour and a half or two hours, and in endeavoring to 
dispose of the business of the House it seemed that this would 
perhaps be the better way to do it. 

Mr. BAILEY. I should not have interrupted the call except 
for the fact that there seems to be no further committee business, 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, there seems to be a sort of inter- 
lude here, and I should like unanimous consent to get a bill in. 
[Laughter. ] 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask unanimous consent that we return to 
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. SHER- 
MAN] asks unanimous consent to return to the Committee on In- 
terstate and Foreign Commerce, for the consideration of a bill 
that will be appropriate under this call. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. . 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate; by Mr. PLatt, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed the following resolution; in 
which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the 
building pauses additional acooummodintions for the Library of Congress 
shall not be used or occupied, nor any part thereof, for any purpose other than 
that legitimately connected with the aforesaid Library of Congress as author- 
ized by law. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with- 
out amendment the bill (H. R. 9733) to authorize the Union Rail- 
road Company to construct and maintain a bridge across the 
Monongahela River. 

SENATE RESOLUTION REFERRED. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following resolution was 
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred to the Committee on 
the Library: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the 
building providing additional accommodations for the Library of Congress 
shall not be used or occupied, norany part thereof, for any purpose other than 
that legitimately connected with the aforesaid Library of Congress as author- 
ized by law. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing from the President of the United States 
was communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secre- 
taries, who also announced that the President had approved and 
signed bills and joint resolutions of the following titles: 

On January 14, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 4604) granting a pension to Jane Fisher. 

On January 15, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which the penalty of 
death may be inflicted. 

On January 16, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 5407) to remove the charge of desertion now 
standing against Oscar A. Bulette, known in his military title as 
Austin Bulette, late private in Company E, Fifty-second Illinois 
Infantry Volunteers, during late war; 

An act (H. R. 2358) for the relief of Arminda White, widow of 
Israel White; 

An act (H. R. 5393) for the relief of Lucinda Rickards, widow, 
and the minor children of John D. Rickards, deceased; 

An act (H. R. 979) granting a pension to Frances E. Helfen- 
stein; 

An act (H. R. 2405) granting a pension to Maria Gibbons; 

An act (H. R. 4405) granting a pension to Augustus G. Cary; 

An act (H. R. 5050) granting a pension to Ransom C. Hazelip; 

- act (H. R. 5311) granting a pension to Sarah Ann Wible; 


an 
An act (H. R. 9139) granting a pension to Margaret J. Young. 
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On January 16, 1897: 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 213) to permit railroads in the Dis- 
trict to occupy additional parts of the streets to accommodate the 
traveling public attending the inaugural ceremonies. 

The following bills were presented to the President on the 5th 
instant, and not having been returned by him to the House of 
Congress in which they originated within the time prescribed by 
the Constitution of the United States, have become laws without 
his approval: 

An act (H. R. 2969) to grant a pension to Mrs. Lucy A. Allen; 

An act (H. R. 4361) to pension William H. Nesbitt; 

An act (H. R. 986) for the relief of Hiram P. Pauley; 

An act (H. R. 5787) for the relief of Henry A. F. Worth; 

An act (H. R. 1022) to increase the pension of Bryan Cotton; 

An act (H. R. 6468) to increase the pension of Andrew R. Ladd; 

An act (H. R. 6466) to increase the pension of George V. Bar- 
nard; 

An act (H. R. 5400) to increase the pension of Mary L. Bacon, 
widow of the late George B. Bacon, late lieutenant-commander of 
the United States Navy; . 

An act (H. R. 1178) granting a pension to Sarah Weedon Jones; 

An act (H. R. 1825) granting a pension to Mary Prince, widow 
of Ellis Prince; 

An act (H. R. 1827) granting a pension to Nancy B. Prince, 
widow of Elbert Prince; 

An act (H. R. 1892) granting a pension to Catharine Darragh; 


An act (H. R. 2359) granting a pension to Katherine Zeigen- |> 


heim, of Louisville, Ky.; 

An act (H. R.3152) granting a pension to Charlotte A. Welton; 

An act (H. R. 4720) granting an increase of pension to Isaac H. 
Whetsel, of Louisville, Ky.; 

An act (H. R. 4052) approving certain acts of the legislative 
assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, authorizing the issue 
of certain bonds of said Territory, and for other purposes; 

An act (H. R. 3139) for the relief of M. R. William Grebe; and 

An act (H. R. 3771) for the relief of Stratton H. Benscoter. 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE RIO GRANDE AT EL PASO, TEX. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce, I call up the bill (H.R. 9935) 
to authorize the construction or acquisition of a bridge across the 
Rio Grande River at El Paso, in the State of Texas. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this is a bill containing the 
usual limitations, qualifications, and restrictions, and it differs 
from ordinary bills of this kind only in that it gives the company 
a right to acquire the title to any bridge that now exists at El 
Paso, and to enlarge and strengthen it for the use of the company, 
provided that can Se done. The War Department reports that it 
will not obstruct navigation, and approves of the measure. 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


BRIDGE ACROSS MONONGAHELA RIVER IN ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PA. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I also call up for consideration 
the bill (8S. 3071) to authorize the construction of a bridge over 
the ———— River from the borough of Braddock to the 
township of Mifflin, Pa. 

The bill was read at length. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


WEST BRADDOCK BRIDGE COMPANY. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I also call up for consideration 
the bill (H. R. 9841) to amend an act authorizing the West Brad- 
dock Bridge Company to construct a bridge over the Monongahela 
River from the borough of Rankin to Mifflin Township. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this is simply an extension of 
the time for the construction of this bridge, which is now under 
way, for three months, or until the middle of July next. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 
being engrossed, it was according|y read the third time, and passed. 

DISTRICT BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin, chairman of 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, calls up the business 
of that committee. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 
for the consideration of bills on the Calendar reported from the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole.House on the state of the Union, Mr, DALZELL in the chair. 





JANUARY 18, 


The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering 
bills reported by the Committee on the District of Columbia. The 
Clerk will report the first bill. 


BRIDGE ACROSS EASTERN BRANCH OF POTOMAC RIVER. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 8010) to authorize a survey for construction of a bridge acrogg 


the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River in line with Massachusetts avenue 
extended eastward. 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to cause to be made, as soon as practicable, a survey, plan, 
and estimate of the cost of constructing a substantial wooden, iron, steel, or 
masonry bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and the necessary approaches thereto, such bridge to begin 
for its westward end at a suitable point on the Government reservation in 
line with Massachusetts avenue extended eastward, and extending thence 
across the said river toa suitable point in the line of husetts avenue 
extended, for its eastern end, such bridge when constructed to be main- 
tained as a free bridge for travel, and to be of such strength and dimensions 
as to accommodate the ordinary traffic which passes over an ordinary high- 
way, and also the tracks and traffic of any street railway or railways em- 

loying horses or electric or mechanical motors (not steam-operated motors) 

or the propulsion of its cars which may hereafter be granted the right to 
cross such bridge by the authorities vested with such power, and to report 
thereon to the Congress of the United States on the first Monday of Decem- 
ber, 1896; and that the sum of $3,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for such sur- 
vey, plan, and estimate, and such contingencies as are necessarily incident 
thereto, such sum of money to be immediately available upon the passage of 


this act. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, this bill is formulated upon a 
report made by the Secretary of War, and is a substitute for the 
bill offered before the committee for the purpose of constructing 


| a bridge across the Eastern Branch at the end of Massachusetts 


avenue extended. The Secretary of War made this report—that 
it would be desirable first to make an appropriation for a survey, 
after which the bill can be properly considered and brought before 
this House. This matter has been on the Calendar for some time, 
and it would seem to me that the bridge would be a public neces- 
sity in the near future. I move, Mr. Chairman, that the bill be 
laid aside with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I suggest that the gentleman 
should amend the bill. Here is a report provided for, to be made 
on the first Monday of December, 1896. That time has already 
passed. I suppose the gentleman would desire to have it amended 
for the report to be made on the first Monday of December, 1897. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I move that amendment, Mr. Chairman— 
that in line 23 it be changed to the first Monday of December, 1897. 

The CHAIRMAN. ithout objection, the amendment will be 
considered as agreed to. [After a pause.] The Chair hears no 
objection. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor 
able recommendation. 


TAXES AND TAX SALES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I call up for present consid- 
eration the bill H. R. 4149, which is on the Calendar. A substi- 
tute has been offered by the committee, but for some reason it is 
not on the Calendar. It is the bill H. R. 8499. 

The title of the bill H. R. 4149 was read. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I ask that the reading of the bill H. R. 4149 
be dispensed with, and that the bill H. R. 8499 be substituted in 
its place. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Wisconsin asks unani- 
mous consent to dispense with the reading of the bill H. R. 4149 
and that House bill 8499 be substituted in its place. Without 
objection, it will be so ordered. [After a pause.] The Chair 
hears no objection. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 8499) in relation to taxesand tax sales in the District of Columbia. 


Be it enacted, etc., That the assessor of the District of Columbia shall pre- 
pare a list of all taxeson real property in said District subject to taxation on 
which said taxes are levied and in arrears on the Ist day of July of each 
year hereafter; and the Commissioners of said District are hereby authorized 
and directed to appoint two clerks, at an annual salary of $1 each per 
annum, to prepare said listand perform such other duties as may be paren’ 
tothem by theassessor. And the Commissioners of said District shall publish 
the said list, with notice of sale, in a pamphlet, of which not less than 2,{00 
copies shall be printed for distribution to taxpayers applying therefor. Said 
Commissioners shall, on the third Tuesday in March of each year hereafter, 
give notice, which shall contain the name of each and every person in which 
each piece of property is assessed. ther with the amount of tax against 
each, by advertising twice a week fur three successive weeks in the regular 
issue of two or more daily newspapers published in said District that said 

mphlet has been — and that a copy, thereof will be deliverei to any 

xpayer ap lying therefor at the office of the collector of taxes of said Dis- 
trict; and if the taxes due, Sens with the penalties and costs that may 
have accrued thereon, shall not be paid prior to the day fixed for sale, the 
property will be sold under the direction of the Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia at public auction at the office of the said collector of taxes, com- 
mencing at least three weeks after the first publication of said notice, and con- 
tinuing on each follo day, Sundays and legal holidays excepted, until all 
said delinquent property sold. A description sufficient to identify the prop- 
erty shall be conside a proper description: Provided, however, 'That pro 
erty which has once been advertised and sold for nonpayment of taxes s 
not be again advertised for the same tax. 

Sec. 2. That upon the day ed aforesaid the Commissioners shall pro- 
ceed to sell or cause to be sold = and all property upon which such taxes 
remain unpaid, and continue to sell the same every secular day until all the 
real property as aforesaid shall have been brought to auction and sold. Ia 
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case no other person bids the amount due on any lot, the said collector of 
taxes shall bid the amount due on the same, and purchase it for the District. 
Sec. 3. That as eae other than the District, at any sale of p rty 


sold as aforesaid, i pay the amount of his bid to the collector of e3 
within five days after the last day of sale. If any such purchaser shall not 
have paid his bid, or the same not have been collected from him within 
the e above mentioned, the Commissioners may set aside the sale for 
which the bid was made, and all the rights of the purchaser under such bid 
shall thereby be extinguished. Imm tely after the close of the sale, upon 
payment of the rchase money, the said collector of taxes shall issue to the 
purchaser a certificate of sale, and if the property shall not be yr by 
the owner or owners thereof within two years from the last day of b 
sayment to the collector of taxes of said District, for the use of the le; 
ho der of the certificate, the amount for which it was sold ae and 
15 per cent per annum thereon,a deed shall be given by the oners 
of the District, or their successors in office, to the purchaser at such tax sale, 
his heirs or dev: or to the ee of such certificates, which deed shall 
be admitted and held to be prima facie evidence of a good and perfect title. 
in fee simple, to any prope y bought at said sale herein auth : and all 
proceedings prior to said deed shall be presumed to have been re iar until 
the contrary is proved: Provided, That nodeed shall be issued until all taxes 
and assessments appearing upon the tax books against the property are paid, 
with penalties, interests, and costs, including taxes for the years for which 
the District purchased the property at tax sale: Provided, That no property 
advertised as aforesaid be sold upon any bid not sufficient to meet the 
amount of tax, penalty, and costs; but in case the highest bid upon any Prop 
erty is not sufficient to meet the taxes, penalties. and costs thereon, 
property shall thereupon be bid off by the said collector of pan the name 
of the District of Columbia; but the > romerty so bid off shall not be exempted 
from assessment and taxation, but shall be assessed and taxed as other prop- 
erty; and if within two years thereafter such property is not redeemed by 
the owner or owners thereof, or their legal a by the ent 
of the taxes, penalties, and costs due at the e of the sale, and t ma 
have accru after that date, and 10 per cent per annum thereon, or 
any property, two years after having been so bid off at any sale in the name 
of said District, under this or any other law, whether heretofore or hereafter 
made, is not or has not been so redeemed as aforesaid, unless it shall be 
shown that the sale for taxes was irregular and void, then the Commissioners 
of the District, or their successors, shall, in the name of and on behalf of the 
District of Columbia, issue to any purchaser of such property a deed which 
shall have the effect to convey and vest in such purchaser all the right, title, 
and estate of all persons whomsoever claiming an interest in said poepest 
except as hereinafter provided: Provided, however, That no such shall 
be issued until all assessments, taxes, costs, and charges due the District, of 
whatsoever nature, shall have been paid in full: And provided also, That 
minors or other persons under legal ar be allowed one year after 
attaining full age, or after the removal of such legal disability, to redeem the 
roperty so sold, or of which the title has, as aforesaid, become vested in the 
Jistrict of Columbia, from the purchaser or purchasers, his, her, or their 
assigns, or from the District of Columbia, on payment of the amount of pur- 
chase money so paid therefor, with 10 per cent per annum interest thereon, 
as aforeeaid, together with all taxes and assessments that have been paid 
thereon by the purchaser or his assigns, between the day of sale and the 
period of redemptioh, with 10 per cent per annum interest on the amount 
of such taxes and assessments: Provided, however, That failure on the part 
of the District, from any cause whatsoever, to enforce the liens red 
aforesaid, shall not release the property from any tax whatsoever that may 
be due the District. 

Sec. 4. That the owner or authorized aot of the owner of any property 
sold as aforesaid, or any other person hay an interest therein at the time 
of sale, may redeem the same from such sale at any time within two years 
after the last day of sale by paying tothe collector of taxes, for the use of the 
purchaser, his heirs and assigns, the sum mentioned in the certificate of sale 
therefor, with interest thereon at the rate of 15 percent per annum after the 
date of such certificate of sale rot with any tax or assessment which 
the holder of said certificate shall have paid between the days of sale and 
redemption, with interest on the same at the rate of 10 pee o— yet annum. 

Sec. 5. That the collector of taxes shall, within twenty days after the last 
day of the sale hereinbefore provided for as aforesaid, file with the recorder 
of deeds a written report, in which he shall give astatement of the property 
advertised and the property sold, to whom it was assessed, the taxes due, to 
whom sold, the amoun id, the date of sale, the cost_thereof, and the sur- 
plus, if any, of the lands as aforesaid sold to the District. Any surplus 
remaining after the collection of taxes, penalties, and costs on any real estate 
shall be collected as provided in sections 161 and 162 one 6, of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States relating to the District of Columbia, and shall 
be deposited by the collector of taxes to the credit of the surplus fund, to be 
paid to the owner or owners, or their legal representatives, in the same man- 
ner as other payments made by the District. 

Sec. 6. That the said Commissioners shall not convey any property sold for 
taxes if be shall discover, before the conveyance, that the sale was for ony 
cause invalid and ineffectual to give title to the property sold; but they shall 
cancel the sale and cause the purchase money to be refunded to the purc r, 
his representatives or assigns. 

Sec. 7. That the expenses of advertising and the printing of said puis 
shall be paid by a charge of $1 for each lot or pines of property adver ised. 
A sum sufficient to pay the salaries of the clerks herein provided for, up to 
and including the year oere’ une 30, 1897, is hereby appropriated, payable 
in equal proportions out of the Treasury of the Uni tates and the rev- 
enues of the District of Columbia, to be immediately available; and the Com- 
missioners of said trict shall hereafter, in their annual estimates, include 
all “re 4 rovisions to carry out the purposes of this act. 

Sec. 8. ? this act shall e effect from and after its passage; and all 
acts or of acts inconsistent herewith be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 


Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, the bill that is to be considered 
at this time by the committee is a substitute for the bill H. R. 
4149, which has been placed upon the Calendar and a favorable 
report has been filed thereon; but it was, upon further considera- 
tion, thought, in view of the amendments that were suggested by 
the committee to the original bill, that it would be better to be 
— by another bill, which is the one now under consid- 
eration. 

The report was made upon the original bill, with some amend- 
ments suggested. I ask that that report, which applies to the 
principle of this bill, be now read, with the exception of the amend- 
ments suggested. The amendments suggested are incorporated 
in the substitute. 

Mr. COX. Before that report is read, I would be glad to hear a 
statement concerning this bill. It is a long bill, and I could not 


distinctly hear all the clauses read. Will some member of the 
committee give us an explanation of it? 

Mr. HULICK. I think if the gentleman will have the report 
read it will give him an idea. It is not very long. 

Mr. COX. Allright. I do not know what I am voting on. 

The report (by Mr. Hunick) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 4149) in relation to taxes and tax sales in the District of Columbia, have 
carefully considered the same, and, with certain amendments herein sug- 


a recommend Se paseo of the bill. 

he laws in the District of Columbia relating to the listing of property and 
the assessment and collection of taxes are very unsatisfactory; in many in- 
stances great injustice is done to the taxpayer, and in other cases the District 
fails to collect the taxes. Millions of property in the District now escapes 
taxation that should be pat upon the tax duplicate. After assessments 
have been made upon real estate and the owners fail to pay the taxes, it is 
difficult for the District to collect the delinquent taxes. 

One essential fault is the peremptory requirement that at the expiration 
of two years from the date of the sale of a em of real estate for overdue 
taxes the Commissioners must, on demand of the owners of the tax-sale cer- 
tificate, issue a deed for the property, without providing as a condition pre- 
cedent to such deed that all overdue taxes and assessments other than those 
involved in such tax-sale certificate shall also have been paid. 

Under a decision of the supreme court of the District of Columbia in the 
case of John H. Brewer vs. The District of Columbia et al., equity, No. 9513, 
decided November 1, 1866 (5 Mackey’s Reports, page 274, et seq.), adeed of prop- 
erty made in pursuance of asale for arrears of taxes for any certain year 
peeee the property involved to the purchaser at such sale, discharged of the 

ens of all taxes and assessments remaining due and unpaid at the time of 
the sale, so far as the District is concerned. Asa tax deed thus carries with 
it a clear title against any claim of the District for taxes due prior to its issue, 
it is a convenient agency of frequent resort for the evasion of the payment of 
overdue assessments and taxes. The bill preven to amend the statute by 
providing that no tax deed shall be issued until all taxes and assessments 
appearing on the tax books against the property embraced in the deed, with 
the eye interest, and costs, including the taxes for any years for which 
a? istrict shall have purchased the property at tax sale, shall have been 
paid. 
The bill contains other modifications suggested by the experience of the 
tax officers of the District designed to enable the authorities to better en- 
force the collection of overdue taxes, and at the same time making increased 

rovision for notice to delinquents, and providing for the protection of the 
nterests of those laboring under legal disability. It was prepared after con- 
ference with the assessor, the collector, and the attorney for the District. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire tocall the attention of the gentleman 
from Ohio in charge of the bill to the fact that section 7 pro- 
vides that the expenses of advertising and the printing of said 
pamphlet shall be paid for by a charge of a dollar on each lot or 

iece of property advertised. The law now provides a charge of 
B20; and therefore, when the time comes, I desire to move to 
add an amendment so as to bring this charge up to the amount 
now levied by the existing statute. 

Mr. HULICK. This amount was thought proper by the com- 
mittee, but if there is any reason why it should be increased, that 
can be done. 

Mr. DOCKERY. It was placed at $1.20 on the testimony of the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia, and has been carried 
at that sum for a number of years. 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, if there are no other questions, 
I will make a brief statement of the provisions of this bill. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Very well. 

Mr. HULICK (continuing). And would be very glad toanswer 
any questions relative thereto. 

Mr. Chairman, this bill is one of very great importance to the 
taxpayers of this District, and evidently of considerable impor- 
tance to the taxpayers of the whole country. There is perhaps more 
dissatisfaction aroused and more injustice done by the assess- 
ment of personal and real property in the District of Columbia 
than in any other community in the United States. It is a fact, 
as the members of the committee have learned from coming in 
contact with the people of this city, that the chattel property of 
the District is not taxed, and that the real estate that is charged 
with taxation has been subject to the claims of parties who have 
neglected to pay their taxes, who have let their real estate become 
delinquent, and in that way have failed to bear their share of the 

ublic burdens. The law as it stands, as it was interpreted by a 

ecision of the Supreme Court in the case of Brewer vs. The Dis- 
trict of Columbia, decided in 1866, is to the effect that where prop- 
erty has been sold for taxes the deed to the purchaser gives him a 
title exempt from any other taxes for which the property was not 
sold. That is, if taxes had been delir%uent for two or three or 
four years (which has been the fact in many cases), the purchaser 
of the property at a tax sale took it free from all those previous 
taxes, or liens for taxes,or assessments. The law as interpreted by 
the Supreme Court held that a deed made in pursuance of a sale 
for arrears of taxes passed the property involved to the purchaser 
discharged from all liens for taxes and assessmenis remaining due 
and unpaid at the time of the sale. ie 

Now, the amendment that is provided in this bill will be found 
on page 5, as follows: 

And that before the deed is issued, as hereinbefore mentioned, notice shall 
be published three times in two daily newspapers poached in the District 
that a deed has been applied for, and that unless the owner comes forward 
within thirty days from date of said notice and pays all arrears of taxes, gen- 
eral and special, then due, the deed will be issued in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this act. 


Mr.COX. Mr. Chairman, I think I catch the idea clearly. I 
understand the gentleman to say that under the existing law, as 
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construed by the Supreme Court, the deed issued to the purchaser 
at a tax sale was held to give a good title as against all preexisting 
taxes, and this amendment provides that when the owner comes 
to redeem (as we would call it in Tennessee) he shaii be required 
to pay all prior taxes and liens. Is that correct? 

Mr. HULICK. Yes, sir. We propose to amend the law by 
providing that no tax deed shall be issued until all outstanding 
taxes shall have been paid in full. 

Mr. COX. In other words, when the owner comes to redeem, 
he must clean up the property free from all taxes and liens for 
taxes or assessments. Does not your proposed law limit the 
redemption to thirty days? 

Mr. HULICK. No. It gives two years after the sale. It pro- 
vides that no deed shall be issued until two years after the sale. 
The owner of the property can come in within two years and pay 
the taxes, penalties, costs, and other assessments or liens that may 
have accrued against the property, and then the sale is canceled 
and the property is thereby cleared from all liens or taxes, etc. 

Mr. COX. But the two-year provision applies to preexisting 
taxes as well as to the taxes under which the sale was made. 

Mr. HULICK. It applies to all taxes and assessments accruing 
rior to the day of A and also to those which may accrue 
etween the time of sale and the time of redemption. 

This bill has been thoroughly considered by the officers having 
charge of the execution of liens upon real estate in this District, 
and has been approved by them. The first section provides that 
a list shall be prepared, and to that end it proposes the appoint- 
ment of two extra clerks, who shall be charged with the duty of 
making out such list. Then the District Commissioners are re- 
quired to publish the list for at least three weeks after the first 
publication of it, the time of the sale being fixed by them. I will 
add, Mr. Chairman, that I think there should be an amendment 
stating more specifically that fact that the Commissioners are to 
fix the time ef sale. That suggestion has been made by the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire | Mr. Baker], and I will offer an 
amendment to that effect,if there be no objection. I propose to 
amend in line 11 on the first page, in the first section of the bill, 
whereit says, ‘‘ And the Commissioners of said District shall publish 
the said list, with notice of sale, in a pamphlet,” ete. I think it 
should be expressly provided that the Commissioners shall fix the 
time of sale, and that the time shall be published, so that property 
owners may know when their property is to be offered for sale. 

Mr. COX. Would it not be well to provide that, where the 
owners of the property are known, one of the pamphlets or lists 
provided for in the bill shall be sent to them, so as to bring home 
notice of the transaction to the owners? 

Mr. HULICK. I think there is some force in the gentleman’s 
suggestion, Mr. Chairman, that if the owner of the property is 
known he should be personally notified by sending him one of 
these pamphlets. 

Mr. COX. The idea is this: You may publish the notice in 
two newspapers. or in these pamphlets, and the chances are that 
many owners will never hear of 1t, but if you adopt this plan of 
sending the owner, where he is known, a copy of the pamphlet 
containing the property advertised, you will bring home notice to 
him, and, as a matter of fact, in most cases the owner is known. 

Mr. HULICK. The text of the bill provides for printing 2,000 
copies of these pamphlets for distribution among taxpayers apply- 
ing therefor. Now, the suggestion of the gentleman (which I 
think a good one) is that the Commissioners cause to be sent to 
the owner of the property, if he is known, one of these pamphlets. 

Mr. COX. Yes, sir; that is substantially the amendment I sug- 


gest. 
Mr. HULICK. I hopethe gentleman will put itin shape; or, if | 


he wishes, I will do so. 

Mr, COX. [If the gentleman will do so, all right. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will send the amendment to 
the desk. 

Mr. HULICK. I wish to suggest an amendment which is very 
brief and which I desire to have adopted now. I move to amend 
by inserting, after the word ‘‘ shall.” in the eleventh line of the first 
page, before the word “ gmblish,” the words “‘ fix the date of sale 
and;” so as to read, ‘‘ and the Commissioners of said district shall 
fix the date of sale and publish the said list,” etc. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I have an amendment which I wish to sug- 
gest to the gentleman in charge of the bill. The first section 
authorizes and directs the appointment of two clerks at an annual 
salary of $1,200 each. This is an organic act, and the clerical 
force of the office may vary from year to year. 1 suggest, there- 
fore, that this specific provision fortwo clerks at $1,200 be stricken 
out, and that the clause be amended so as to read as follows: 

And the Commissioners of said District are hereby authorized and directed 
to employ a sufficient clerical force to prepare said lists and perform such 
other duties as may be assigned to them by the assessor. 

If this amendment be adopted, it would leave to the annual 
appropriation bill for the District provision for the clerical force 
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as it may he needed from year to year. At times two clerks may 
be required; and at another, one; and another, four. 

Mr. HULICK. Does the gentleman assure us that there is 
yy authority for the Commissioners to employ additiona) 
ClerkKss 

Mr. DOCKERY. No. I assume, however, that this bill wil] 
pass in sufficient time to enable the Committee on Appropriations 
to provide for the clerical force in the regular District appropria- 
tion bill, inasmuch as that bill has not yet been eanaldenes | by the 
subcommittee of the House Committee on A propriations. This 
bill if passed will go to the Senate, and by the time the regular 
a bill is reached we shall have such knowledge of the 
fate of this bill as will enable us to make provision for the neces- 
sary clerical force. 

I wish to call attention further to a provision in section 7 appro- 
priating “a sum sufficient to pay the salaries of the clerks herein 
provided for up to and including the year ending June 30, 1897.” 
I think that this provision might very well be allowed to remain 
in the bill, so that an amount sufficient to cover the time inter- 
vening between the approval of this bill and the ist of July would 
be appropriated. 

Mr. HULICK. If the Commissioners are allowed authority to 
make these appointments, even though no appropriation be now 
made, could they not under that authority employ additional 
service? 

Mr. DOCKERY. They could; but after the ist of July they 
,would not have any money with which to pay the clerks so ap- 
pointed. My suggestion is that provision for the number and pay- 
ment of this clerical force for the year beginning July next be made 
in the regular District appropriation bill, which has not yet been 
reported, and which will not be reported probably until the fate 
of this bill at the other end of the Capitol is known. 

Mr. HULICK. The committee have relied as to the necessary 
amount of clerical force upon the judgment of the Commissioners, 
who have recommended this bill. 

Mr. DOCKERY. This bill does not, at any rate, make any ap- 
propriation; it simply provides for the appointment of two clerks 
at an annual salary of $1,200, and the appropriation for their com- 
pensation must be made in the regular appropriation bill unless 
this bill be amended. 

Mr. HULICK. Provided authority is given to the Commis- 
sioners having in charge the execution of this law to appoint addi- 
tional clerical force, we have no objection to such modification as 
the gentleman from Missouri suggests. - 

Mr. DOCKERY. I agree with the gentleman that such author- 
ity ought to be given. the bill be amended in pursuance of 
my suggestion, the clause will read: 

And the Commissioners of said District are hereby authorized and directed 
to appoint a clerical force to pre said list and perform such other duties 
as may be assigned to them by the assessor. 

Mr. HULICK. Would the gentleman leave out the provision 
as to their payment? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Yes; I would leave that for the regular ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr. HULICK. But appropriation bills are made in pursuance 
of law.. As a rule, the law fixes the amount of the salary of any 
United States officer, and the appropriation bill provides for the 
payment of the amount fixed by law. 

Mr. DOCKERY. My suggestion is that we omit now any pro- 
vision for a fixed salary or for a fixed number of clerks. In an 
organic act like this such matters ought to be left to be deter- 
mined by the needs of the office as they arise from year to year. 

Mr. HULICK. Well, I think the suggestion as to the 
number of additional clerks, but as to the amount, it occurs to me 
that the salaries ought to be fixed by law and not by an appro- 
priation bill. It is not the object of an appropriation bill to fix 
salaries, and it would be subject to exception on the floor of the 
House when presented before this body. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Not if the authority is given for the appoint- 
ment of the clerical force. Still you have no appropriation in 
your bill as it now stands. 

Mr. HULICK. That we expect the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to deal with at the proper time. : 

Mr. BABCOCK. If 1 understand the position of the gentleman 
from Missouri, this bill makes no appropriation, and it would be 
necessary for the Committee on Appropriations to take action to 
carry it into effect. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is correct. 

Mr. BABCOCK. And your proposition is to give authority to 
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia to employ the 
necessary force, and when they can show the necessity for one, 
two, or three clerks—— 

Mr. DOCKERY (interrupting). Or four. 

Mr. BABCOCK (continumg). They can employ that number. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is correct; and when the eens ot 
is made in the proper bill, it would not be subject to point of 
order under our rule. 








1897. 





Mr. HULICK. Your suggestion is that the Appropriations 
Committee should make the appropriation of the amount of the 
salaries. Now,atone time they would make it$1,000, another com- 
mittee might say $1,200, and another $1,400, and another a different 
sum. Unilessyou fixit by law, there is no way that youcan havethe 
salaries regulated. I think it ought to be fixed by law as all of 
the others are. ; 

Mr. DOCKERY. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. The salaries 
of all the clerks are not fixed by law. 

But, Mr. Chairman, with the consent of the gentleman in charge 
of the bill, 1 will offer an amendment, which I send to the desk. 
I move, in lines 6, 7,8, 9, 10, to strike out the words ‘‘clerks at an 
annual salary of $1,200 each per annum,” and insert after the word 
“appoint,” in line 8, the words ‘‘a clerical force to prepare said 
list and perform such other duties as may be assigned to them by 

he assessor.” 
; Mr. HULICK. I think there could be no serious objection to 
the form of the amendment. I have no objection to it myself. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 8, after the word “appoint,” insert the words ‘a clerical force to 
repare said list and perform such other duties as may be assigned to them 


the assessor. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is not quite complete, Mr. Chairman. 
It should provide tostrike out, in line 8, after the word “ appoint,” 
the words ‘‘two clerks, at an annual salary of $1,200 eaca per 
annum.” 

Mr. HULICK. I would suggest to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri that he include the word “sufficient” before the words 
“clerical foree,” so as to read “ sufficient clerical force.” 

Mr. DOCKERY. I have no objection to that. 

The amendment as modified was agreed to. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman in charge of the bill a question. 

Mr. HULICK. Certainly. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I notice, in lines 5 and 6, on 
the first page of the bill, that the assessor is to prepare a lisi of | 
taxes in arrears on the ist day of July of each year here: fter, and 
at the bottom of the page it provides that said Comuuissioners | 
shall, on the third Tuesday in March of each year hereafter, give 
notice, and so on. Does the gentleman intend that there shall be 
no tax sale this year, or is it his design to proceed under existing 


| 


j 
| 





law? 

Mr. HULICK. Thetax sale will proceed under existing law, as 
amended by this statute. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. But suppose that this bill 
becomes a law between this session and the next regular session. 
In other words, it may not be applicable at present, but in April, 
say. Sup in April it becomes a law at a called session? 

Mr. HULICK (interrupting). Oh, if the bill does not become 
a law at this Congress, then we have no further jurisdiction. It 
goes ‘‘ where the woodbine twineth.” ‘‘Sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof.” 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. The suggestion was only for 
the purpose of illustrating the possivility that there may be no 
legislation and no tax sale at all this year. 

Mr. HULICK. It is hard to tell what this Congress will fail 
to do. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
ond section of the bill. 

I move, Mr. Chairman, after the word ‘‘ Columbia,” in line 2, on 
page 5, to insert the words ‘‘ sell such property at public or private 
sale and;” so that it will read: 

The Commissioners of the District or their successors shall, in the name of | 
and on behalf of the District of Columbia, sell said property at public or pri- 
vate sale and issue to any purchaser of said property a deed, etc. 

This clearly emphasizes that there shall bea sale; but the words 
do not appear which empower the Commissioners to sell. It says 
that the deed shall issue, but it does not contemplate a sale; and 
these words simply provide that they may sell and that the deed 
shall follow. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, I am not quite certain that that 
amendment ought to be adopted. I am not quite certain that it 
would be right to let the Commissioners of the District make a 
private sale of this property, after failure to have a purchaser at 
the public sale. Itwas not my understanding that the bill should 
have that import. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I get the idea of the gentleman, and if he 
will listen to me for a moment, I think he will see the propriety of 
these words. Now, what is the bill? Going back to page 4, com- 
mencing in bine 15: 

And if within two years thereafter such property is not redeemed by the 
ow ber or owners thereof, or their legal representatives, by the payment of 
the ee ae, and costs due at the time of the sale, and that may have 


accrued r that date, and 10 per cent per annum thereon, or if any 
property, two years after having been so bid off at any sale in the name of 


I desire to offer an amendment to the sec- 
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said District, under this or any other law, whether heretofore or hereafter 

made, is not or has 

the sale for taxes was irregular and void, then the Commissioners of the 
rict— 


not so redeemed as aforesaid, unless it shall be shown 


Having the property now in their hands, and nobody having re- 


deemed it— 


or their successors, shall, in the name of and on behalf of the District of 
Columbia— 


Do what?— 


issue to any purchaser— 


Well, who is he? There is no purchaser. 

Mr. HULICK. Then that ought to be stricken out. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iam amending the text of the bill so as 
to show that there may bea sale. To whom are they going to 
issue the deed? There must beasale. The text of the bill con- 
templates that there shall be a purchaser, and there can not be a 
purchaser without a sale. I simply provide that there shall be 
a sale, and then that they shall— 

Issue toany purchaser of such property a deed, which shall have the effect to 
convey and vest in such purchaser all the right, title, and estate of all per- 
sons whomsoever claiming an interest in said property, except as hereinafter 
provided. 

Then follows the proviso. Now, if you are going toissue to the 
purchaser a deed—and that is the language—how are you going to 
issue it unless there is a sale by the Commissioners to such pur- 
chaser? 

Mr. HULICK. I see the suggestion of the gentleman 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman says he does not wish the 
sale to be private. Why should it not be private? They have 
complied with all the terms. They have advertised the property 
two years before. They have bid it in on behalf of the District 
of Columbia. Nobody hascometoredeemit. Nobody hasclaimed 
it. No heirs, no legatees, no distributees, nobody claiming the 
What is the District going to do with it? If they ad- 





they would be exactly in the same attitude. After paying costs, 
and paying for the advertisement, and paying all the expenses 
incident to the sale, they would be sitting there with the property 
on their hands and have to wait two years more for redemption. 
Now, they ought to be authorized, it seems to me, to sell it, and 
not to sell it publicly, because there might not appear any pur- 
chaser; but if they can find anyhody, publicly or privately, who 
will take it off their hands, pay all the back taxes, take their title 
to it, in accordance with the proviso which is there, it seems to 
me they ought to be allowed to sell it. 

Mr. HULICK. I think I apprehend the gentleman’s sugges. 
tion, but I do not think that the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and I do not believe that the Committee of the Whole, 
would be willing to place the power in the hands of the Commis- 
sioners of the District after they had failed to make a public sale 
to sell it at private sale to anybody for the taxes, when the prop- 
erty might be worth $10,000 or $50,000. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I get the point. Now,I ask the gentle- 
man, what would be the harm in their putting it up at private 
sale? If they put it up at public sale and somebody bids it in for 
that very amount—that is, the accumulated taxes and costs and 
expenses of the sale—he would be in favor of selling it to that bid- 
der publicly. Now, if you would do that publicly, what is the 
harm in the Commissioners of the District selling it privately, 
without incurring any additional cost? 

Mr. HULICK. There might be no harm. ButIdo not want 
to put it within the power of the Commissicners of this District 
to have the appearance of evil or the appearance of harm, and I 
would not be in favor of letting the Commissioners sell property 
worth perhaps $50,000 or $100,000 for the taxes, at private sale, 
and I do not think the committee would have reported in favor of 
that. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, now—— 

Mr. HULICK. One moment. Let me answer the questions 
already suggested by the gentleman. I think this bill did not 
intend anything of that kind, although I admit that the language 
is not as clear 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
to do with it? 

Mr. HULICK. I think the gentleman is mistaken when he says 
that there will be no purchaser. Of course, if there is no pur- 
chaser at the public sale, the Commissioners would have no one 
to give the deed to. The property would then be returned, would 
still be delinquent on the tax duplicate, subject to the operation 
of this statute at the next public sale which would be held under 
the provisions of the statute. 

Mr. RI N. Now, what I want to ask 

Mr. HULICK. Now, one moment, please. I think the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. RICHARDSON] and the gentleman from 
New Hampshire {[Mr. Baker] called my attention to the same 
point. I think gentlemen do not properly comprehend this lan- 
guage. As I said before, it is not as clear, possibly, as it should be, 





I was going to ask you what you propose 
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Now, let me see whether we have not got a purchaser in this: 
And if within two years thereafter— 

That is, after the property has been bid off. I will read— 

But the property so bid off—— 


Mr. RICHARDSON. By the District Commissioners. 
Mr. HULICK (continuing) — 


shall not be exempted from assessment and taxation. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. That is, bid off by fhe Commissioners? 

Mr. HULICK. Yes. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Go ahead. 

Mr. HULICK (continuing): 

But shall be assessed or taxed as other property; and if within two years 
thereafter such property is not redeemed by the owner or owners thereof, or 
their legal representatives, by the payment of the taxes, penalties, and costs 
due at the time of the sale, and that may have accrued on and after that date, 
and 10 per cent per annum thereon, or if any property two years after 
having been so bid off at any sale in the name of the said District, under this 
or any other law, whether heretofore or hereafter made, is not or has not 
been so redeemed as aforesaid, unless it be shown that the sale for taxes was 
irregular and void, then the Commissioners of the District or their succes- 
sors shall, in the name of and on behalf of the District of Columbia, issue to 
any purchaser—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Who is the purchaser under that? How 
are you going to get a purchaser? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Let me suggest that under the 
language they can sell it at private sale. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. A little louder. , 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I say that under the law as it 
now stands the property bid off in the name of the District of 
Columbia can be sold at private sale. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. HULICK. The gentleman has not read quite far enough. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. IthinkI have. Read on, and let us see. 

Mr, HULICK (reading): 

Then the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, or their successors, 
shall, in the name of and on behalf of the District of Columbia, issue to any 
purchaser of such property a deed which shall have the effect to convey and 
vest in such purchaser all the right, title, and estate of all persons whomso- 
ever claiming an interest in said property, except as hereinafter provided. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thatis right. Then the proviso. 

Mr. HULICK. Then there is the proviso. Now, it occurs to 
me that if that is the thought on the part of the gentleman—and 
it possibly may have that construction placed upon the language 
here—it was not the intention of the Commissioners to have it so 
provided. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Now, your language there—the original 
text—you will not question, contemplates a sale, because it says the 
District Commissioners, having bid off this property and having 

aid the cost nd expense upon it, must issue to the purchaser of 
it from ther. . deed. Now, then, I say that contemplates a sale. 
We agree on that. Now, the only controversy between us is 
whether you want that sale to be a public or a private sale. My 
amendment simply makes it plain by saying it may be either pub- 
lic or private in the discretion of the Commissioners. You object to 
its being a private sale, and I say thatif you offer it publicly and it is 
bid off by them again, itis likely in this way to be offered every two 
years and nobody may come to redeem it, or nobody is an appli- 
cant for it, and you advertise it again and again. You simply go 
over and over the same operation every two years, except that you 
have incurred the additional cost of the publication of the second 
sale, and when that is made, the District Commissioners simply bid 
it off again and accrue additional increased cost upon the same 

roperty, and they get rer, the same title that they had before. 

Yow, I want them to have the right to sell it—and you contem- 
plate that in the text of the bill—and the only question is whether 
that sale should be public or private, and if they sell it privately 
there will be no more cost. They should be allowed to sell it in 
private if they can get a bidder. They can sell it privately with- 
out any cost and sell it with the same condition as contained here 
before the deed is issued— 

And before the deed is issued as herein mentioned, notice shall be published 


three times in two daily newspapers published in the District that a deed has 
been applied for. 


That gives everybody notice to come forward and redeem it and 
pay off these extra costs and expenses and take the property, or 
we will give a deed to this private purchaser. It is not a private 
sale after all, because there has been this advertisement before 
they can give the deed. If there is a private sale, they must go 
ahead and readvertise the property before they can give the deed. 

Mr. Dockery and Mr. BLUE rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio has the floor. 

Mr. BLUE. Ifthe gentleman from Ohio will permit me, I would 
like to make a suggestion to the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The practice of a good many States of this Union does what this 
bill purports to do in regard to lands that are not bid off at the 

yublic sale. In other words, it provides that such lands shall be 
Socked off to the District. A further practice is, and the law is, 
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for the State to hold that until some one comes forward and offers 
to take the certificate for it. Then the certificate is issued, and 
upon that, after the expiration of a certain time, a deed will issue 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. , 

Mr. BLUE. I think the gentleman from Tennessee is simply 
seeking by this amendment, not poms I apprehend, but in 
fact, to add additional cost when he proviles that no sale shall 
be required unless it be a private sale. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. the gentleman will notice the first sec. 
tion of this item, it provides for the very contingency suggested 
by the gentleman from Kansas; that is, that the purchaser takes 
the certificate of sale and waits his time, and then a deed is issued 
to him in two years, and he becomes the purchaser. But hero ig 
a case where the District bids it off, there being nobody who comes 
forward to take the certificate, and the two years having expired, 
it is sold two, three, or four times and nobody comes forward to 
take the certificate. Under the condition that the gentleman 
speaks of, this will have to be gone over each two years. There 
will be the same farce of bidding off this property at the expira- 
tion of two years, giving no possession of it to anybody, as nobody 
has come forward to take the certificate, but if any does come 
forward this provides that he shall take the deed. ‘How, then, 
this is at permitting him to do so. 

Mr. BLUE. If the gentleman from Tennessee will permit me, 
this as it is now authorizes the sale. It uses the word ‘‘ property” 
instead of sale certificate, but I think it authorizes the sale to any- 
one who may come forward to take the property without addi- 
tional expense of an advertisement. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is what I am providing against—the 
additional expense of an advertisement. edo not want any addi- 
tional expense for advertising. Lower down there is a proviso 
which says that as a further saving to everybody, after you have 
found the purchaser, before his property shall be taken from him 
for these unpaid taxes, a publication shall be made to the owner 
that you are going to give title and finally take his property from 
him for arrears of taxes. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I believe, Mr. Chairman, that I can make this 
matter clear; at least Ican try. Ithink the gentleman from Kan- 
sas [Mr. BLUE], the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. RICHARDSON], 
and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Hutick] do not clearly under- 
stand each other. All that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
RICHARDSON] seeks to do by his amendment is to authorize the 
Commissioners to sell at private sale the certificates of property 
bidin bythem. That is the common practice everywhere through- 
out the country in almost every State of the Union. The gentle- 
man from Tennessee proposes that any tax certificate that has 
been bid off by the District can be sold to anybody who goes in 
and offers to take the certificate, paying what it cost at the time 
of sale with accrued interest from that date. AsI understand the 
gentleman from Tennessee, his position is that the bill is not clear 
as to the authority of the Commissioners to sell such certificates 
after they have bid themin. Certainly it is perfectly proper that 
they should sell those certificates at private sale, because that is 
common practice. 

Mr. HULICK. Not in Ohio. 

Mr. BABCOCK. After the property has been bid in by the 
county, they do not have to offer the certificates at public sale. 

Mr. BLUE. It becomesa mere assignment of a certificate, then? 

Mr. BABCOCK. That is all. 

Mr. COX. Let us see how this will work practically. The 
property is advertised for sale and it is offered for sale and the 
Commissioners buy itin. They do not buy it in for themselves. 
They buy it in for the District. Therefore, the District is the pur- 
chaser. Now, why should we make any discrimination between 
the rights of the District of Columbia as the purchaser and the 
rights of any individual who might have bid off the property? 

Mr. BABCOCK. That is a good idea. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But we make this exception, that before 
the title shall pass the Commissioners, lest they should do injustice 
to some heirs or other persons, must advertise to this effect: We 
have sold this property, we have found a purchaser, and unless 
you come forward within thirty days and pay up these taxes and 
costs we are going to foreclose you — 

Mr. COX. That provision is for the advantage of the owner of 
the property. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, let us have the amendment 
reported at this point. 

he amendment was read, as follows: 

Page 5, line 2, after the word “ Columbia” insert “ advertise the sale of said 
property at public or private sale and.” 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike 
out the last word. . 

Mr. HULICK. I believe I have the floor, Mr. Chairman, and I 
do not propose to yield it until I get through answering questions. 
I yielded to the gentleman from Tennessee to offer an amend- 
ment. 
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Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I think I have the floor, Mr. Chair- 
man, as we are under the five-minute rule. I move to strike out 
the last word. , 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Hu.ic«] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HULICK. I ca" the attention of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to the amen@:aent j=st read. I think the Clerk read it oth- 
erwise than as the gentleman intended it. The Clerk read it ‘‘ at 
public or private sale,” but I understood the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to say ‘‘ at private sale.” 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No; I would leave it to the discretion of 
the Commissioners whether they shall sell at public or at private 
sale. If they choose to sell at public sale, they have a right to do 
that, but they should also have the right to sell at private sale. 
Suppose they offer a piece of property for sale for unpaid taxes 
and nobody bids. These tax sales occur every one or two years, 
as I understand. Suppose that nobody bids on this piece of prop- 
erty and the Commissioners bid it in; unless we give them the 
right to sell it at private sale, they will be required to sit down 
and wait for one or for two years, until the time comes for another 
public sale, although they might perhaps Rave found a purchaser 
for the property who would have taken it off their hands the very 
next day oher they had bid it in. 

Mr. HULICK. I thought the gentleman proposed that the sale 
should be private only. But, Mr. Chairman, if that amendment 
is to be adopted, I wish to suggest that there are other sections in 
this bill that will have to be considered in connection with it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. A great many of them. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman suggest one? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I will, if I get a chance. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I was addressing the gentleman from 
Ohio. 

Mr. HULICK. I want tocall attention to section 4. In that 
section it is provided— 

That the owner or authorized agent of the owner of any property sold as 
aforesaid, or any other person having an interest therein at the time of sale, 
may redeem the same from such sale at any time within two years after the 
last day of sale by paying to the collector of taxes, for the use of the pur- 
chaser, his heirs and assigns, the sum mentioned in the certificate of sale 
therefor, with interest thereon at the rate of 15 per cent per annum after 
the date of such certificate of sale, ether with any tax or assessment 
which the holder of said certificate shall have paid between the days of sale 
and redemption, with interest on the same at the rate of 10 per cent per 
annum. 

Now, let us see what will be the practical operation of this. 
The statute up to this time has provided that there shall be a sale 
made after delinquency is asserted. "When the Commissioners bid 
in the property, two years have to pass before they can make this 
private or public sale provided by the amendment. Then, under 
section 4, there will be two additional years, so that the parties in 
interest would still have the right to redeem for four years. Is it 
the intention to give them four years? I understand that the in- 
terpretation of the statute would give them two years for redemp- 
tion after the public or private sale provided for by the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. My amendment does not affect that 
question at all. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Chairman, the discussion 
upon this amendment establishes quite clearly the fact that this 
bill has not been properly considered. It is a bill which proposes 
to change the whole system of taxation in this District. It modi- 
fies or practically repeals the present system and establishes a 
new one. Now, there is no matter that directly affects somany 
people as the question of — property. And I find here two 
members of the committee unable to agree as to the construction 
of the bill which they have reported. It seems to me that this in 
itself is evidence that this measure, affecting so many people and 
so much property, ought to be more carefully considered before 
we are asked to make it a law. 

The amendment which the gentleman from Tennessee proposes 
to insert, in the second line on the fifth page, seems to be neces- 
sary to give the Commissioners power to sell property previously 
bid in by them in the name of the District. ‘There appears to be 
at present no power on the part of the Commissioners to dispose 
of property thus bid in by them; hence the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee becomes important and essential, if this 
bill isto become alaw. I find that the bill gives the Commissioners 
no such power. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Oh, yes; it does. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. In what part? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If the gentleman will turn to page 5, he 
will find a provision that ‘‘the Commissioners of the District, or 
their successors, shall, in the name of and on behalf of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, issue to any purchaser of such property a deed.” 
They could not issue that deed unless somebody purchased the 


aw 
- WILLIAM A. STONE. That is an implied power, 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. 








Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But when you undertake to give 
power to officials to sell real estate, the power should be specific. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is the reason I have offered the 
amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I so understand; and I say that 
the gentleman's amendment is important and ought to be adopted 
if the bill is to pass. But the purpose of the gentleman's amend- 
ment is to give to the Commissioners a power which they have 
not now under the law as it stands except by implication. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, that may be. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But I find other objections to the 
bill. For instance, on page 5, beginning at line 16, I find this lan- 
guage: 

And provided also, That minors or other persons under legal disability be 
allowed one year after attaining full age, or after the removal of such legal 
disability, to redeem the property so sold. 

It seems to me, on a hasty examination of this clause, that the 
Commissioners might have to wait until an insane person had re- 
covered his reason before they could dispose of the property. 

Mr. HULICK. Would not that be right? 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. There are various other difficulties 
in this bill. When we undertake to pass a tax law the question 
should be approached with the greatest deliberation and caution. 
All possible difficulties should be foreseen and provided for. 

Now, | do not know of any crying necessity for a change in the 
system of taxation in this District. I have very little personal 
interest in this matter—only to the extent of a very small lot 
whichIown. But I should hesitate, without very careful consid- 
eration, to vote for a bill like this, which proposes to change in 
most essential particulars the existing system of taxation, and to 
authorize the Commissioners to sell real estate. 

Mr. HULICK. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Lateron I will. It may be that 
there is an absolute necessity for a modification of the tax laws of 
this District. 

Mr. BABCOCK. There is. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Ihave not heard of any such ne- 
cessity. I have no doubt that gentlemen of the committee will be 
able to give the reasons for such a necessity if it exists. But I 
should like to see this committee agree upon some one paragraph 
of its bill. 

Mr. HULICK. Weare agreed upon all of them. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then why come in here and dis- 
agree? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. HuLicx] 
said that he did not understand my amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE., Ifully understand the gentleman’s 
amendment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But the gentleman from Ohio did not 
understand it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The gentleman in charge of the 
bill stated that he did not enieostent that your amendment was 
necessary. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. He does now understand its necessity. 

Mr. HULICK. I did not understand that the word “ public” 
was included in the amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The amendment was read some- 
thing like half a dozen times. 

Now, sir, I fail to see the necessity of any change in the tax 
laws of this District. This bill proposes a radical, a sweeping 
change. It proposes to repeal the existing system of law on this 
subject. It seems that the attorney of the District recommends 
the bill, but I think in a matter of so much importance we ought 
to have more time to consider it. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. And also the Commissioners of the District. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Yes, sir; the Commissioners of 
the District. And I think that this committee ought to be able 
to come in here and present a bill without practically and radi- 


| cally disagreeing among themselves on its provisions. 


Mr. HULICK. There is no disagreement whatever. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Well, what is the great necessity 
of passing the bill? 

Mr. HULICK. Allow me to answer the gentleman. He has 
asserted that this bill has not received full consideration. The 
first bill, House bill 4149, was considered by the committee and 
reported at the last session. But an amendment having been 
suggested, as stated in this report, the Commissioners reviewed 
the matter, took it under further consideration, and sent us the 
bill which is now offered as a substitute. It has been fully con- 
sidered by the assessor, by the attorney for the District, and b 
the Commissioners of the District, and it has been carefully counid- 
ered by the District Committee and comes unanimously reported 
by the committee after a full and fair investigation. And I want 
to say further, if the gentleman will permit me, that the District 
of Columbia at the close of the last fiscal year, 1896, lost over 
$20,000 in taxes because the tax law as it is now is inefficient to 
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return into the Treasury the money that was due for taxes. It 
could not be collected. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Is the gentleman’s question con- 
cluded? [Laughter.] Now, let me answer the gentleman's ques- 
tion by asking another: What is the necessity for the legislation? 
Is it possible that the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
are unable to collect taxes from anybody? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Yes, it is. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Very nearly that. 

Mr. HULICK. I will state, Mr. Chairman, in response to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, that that is very nearly the condi- 
tion of affairs. Under the old law the deed given to the purchaser 
at a tax sale carried with it only the taxes for that year. They 
were resisted in many cases, in the case of McKay against some 
parties, and other cases that could be cited, and the courts decided 
that it passed title, clear of all incumbrance for taxes, and so the 
District lost the tax for that sale which had accumulated, and, as 
I have already said, the loss in the fiscal year 1896 was over $20,000 
from the same causes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I wish to make an inquiry. 
Are we operating under the five-minute rule? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so understands. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Should the four-minute question 
of the gentleman from Ohio be taken out of my time? [Laugh- 
ter. 

Nie. HEPBURN. I move to strike out the last word for thé 
purpose of making a suggestion to the gentleman in charge of the 
pill. 

I wish to call his attention to the peculiar condition that may 
arise under the provisions of the bill. The purpose of the proposed 
legislation is to compel the payment of delinquent taxes. Under 
the present law, as I understand it, these delinquent taxes bear 1 
per cent interest a month as a penalty for nonpayment. Under 
the provisions of this bill the party in default is entitled to a re- 
conveyance of the land on payment of the taxes and 10 per cent 
interest thereon per annum. So that it will be to the advantage 
of a person who refuses the payment of his taxes to allow the land 
to go to sale, and then within the two years, or in the case of a 
disability such as that spoken of a little while ago, after even the 
period of ten or fifteen years, to come in and pay the 10 per cent 
penalty, for he will save 2 per cent on the taxes by allowing the 
property to go to sale. 

Has the gentleman from Ohio considered that feature? 

Mr. HULICK. I suggest to the gentleman that instead of 10 
per cent penalty it is 15 per cent penalty in the first instance. and 
10 per cent afterwards annually on the amount paid in for taxes, 
and the additional taxes that may be paid by the purchaser after 
the deed is given. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call the attention of the 
gentleman in charge of the bill to another section that has not been 
discussed up to this time. I refer to section 6, which provides— 

That the said Commissioners shall not convey any property sold for taxes 
if they shall discover, before the conveyance, that the © was for aur 
cause invalid and ineffectual to give title tothe property sold; but they shall 
cancel the sale and cause the purchase money to be refunded to the pur- 
chaser, his representatives or assigns. 

Now, you have constituted the Commissioners of the District, 
under that section, a judicial tribunal to try any question of title 
that may arise. Suppose you put up the property for sale, I be- 
come a purchaser in good faith, and offer to pay the taxes on the 
property, and the Commissioners decline to give me the title. 
They say, ‘‘ There is a defectin the proceedings.” Have you not, 
in other words, provided a way that the Commissioners them- 
selves can destroy the effect of the legislation you are enacting? 
But suppose I insist that the proceeding is valid, and I have com- 
plied with the law; you make it conclusive upon me that the 
Commissioners can settle the question, and I have no say whatever. 
Am I mistaken in that? 

Mr. HULICK. The Commissioners are given authority that, if 
they say the sale is ineffectual to pass title, by inadvertence or 
otherwise, it would not stand—— 

Mr. COX. But that is a judicial proceeding on their part. 

Mr. HULICK (continuing). And under those circumstances 
they have a right to regulate or to cancel the sale. But suppose 
the purchaser did not agree in the conclusion of the Commissioners 
and says, ‘* No; I will take the title as it is.” The Commissioners 
say, ‘‘ No; it isirregular and ineffectual to pass title.” The remedy 
of the gentleman would be to go into court and havea writ of 
mandamus issued to compel the Commissioners to pass the title 
by issuing the deed, and under the operation of the law the court 
must so determine. , 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman allow me to say right there that 
he has created a tribunal, in the persons of the Commissioners, to 
settle the very question. I know the gentleman is aware, from 
his knowledge of the law, that when you put the right to decide 
what is the law in a certain body of men no other has the 
right to revise their decision. 
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Mr. HULICK. It must be for a cause invalid or ineffectual, 
If the Commissioners are mistaken in their judgment, the court 
can review and correct the mistake. 

Mr. COX. I wish I could agree with you, but I do not agree 
with you. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, we are drifting away 
from the amendment which | have offered. Everybody agrees 
that that amendment ought to be adopted. I ask that the vote ba 
taken on the pending amendment, and then we can take up the 
other objections that the gentleman makes. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Let me ask the gentleman from 
Tennessee one question. I noticed similar language on page 4, 
lines 24 and 25 

Mr. RICHARDSON. You are raising another question. 

Mr. COX. Yes; we had better get them all up. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Speaking of the right to sell— 


Uniess it shall be shown that the sale for taxes was irregular and void. 

Mr. COX. Yes. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. It does not say whois to decide 
whether the sale is igregular and void. Evidently the Commis. 
sioners — reconsider the whole thing. 

r. COX. To whom are you going to show it? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. That is the point. It is almost as 
difficult of er as some of the provisions of the civil- 
service law. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COX. And then in the sixth section you create a special 
tribunal; and the difficulty in the gentleman’s mind, with all due 
respect to him, I think is this: You fix a tribunal to decide whether 
the sale is valid or invalid. When you do that there is no court 
which can mandamus that tribunal and make them do differently 
from their own conclusion. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. There is no tribunal to fix that, 
It rests in the Commissioners. 

Mr. COX. That is it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Now I ask for a vote on the amendment 
which nobody objected to. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Nobody outside of the committee, 

Mr. HULICK. Nobody inside the committee. 

The amendment of Mr. RicHaRDSON was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will submit the committee 
amendment. The question now is on agreeing to the amendment 
submitted by the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I move that the committee rise and report the 
bill favorably. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Oh, no; I have another amendment or two. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to offer an amendment to section 7, 


on pees a 
r. HEPBURN. I want to get in an amendment before that. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Allright. You go ahead. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend lines 2 and 
8, on page 4, by striking out the words ‘‘until the contrary is 
proved.” 

As the section now reads, it says: 

And all proceedings prior to said deed shall be presumed to have been 
regular until the contrary is proved. 

I want to strike out the latter words. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not object to that. 

The question being taken on the amendment offered by Mr, 
HEPBURN to strike out the words “ until the contrary is proved,” 

Mr. HULICK demanded a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 13, noes 1. 

Accordingly the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Now, Mr. Speaker, I move to strike out the 


word ‘‘presumed,” in line 2 on page 4, and insert in lien thereof 
the word “held.” 


The Clerk read as follows: 
aie 2, page 4, strike out the word “presumed” and insert the word 
we e pw 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Now, Mr. Chairman, I ought to 
offer an amendment, but I can not imagine one that would fit the 
case. Perhaps the gentleman in charge of the bill will help me 
out of the difficulty. On page 5, line 16, is the following: 


And a also, That minors or other persons under legal disability be 
allowed one year after attaining full age, or after the removal of such legal 
disability, to redeem the property so sold, or of which the title has, as afore- 
said, become vested in the District of Columbia, from the or pur- 
chasers, his, her, or their assigns, or from the District of umbia, on pay- 
ment of the amount of purchase money so paid therefor, with 10 per cent 
per annum interest therecn, as aforesaid, together with all taxes and assess- 
ments that have been paid thereon by the purchaser or his assigns, between 
the day of sale and the = of redemption, with 10 per cent per annum 
interest on the amount of such taxes and assessments. 


Now, suppose the owner of property is insane, are you going te 
wait until he gets well? 
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Mr. HULICK. Would you take his property before he was 
estored? 
v Mir, WILLIAM A. STONE. Then you propose to give him a 
year after he becomes sane? 

Mr. HULICK. Well, if he should die—— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I simply want an explanation of it. 

Mr. HULICK. The explanation is this: The committee did 
not wish,as we found in the statutes in almost all the States, that 
the disabilities, while they exist, should be a bar to the title 
becoming perfected in the purchaser under a tax sale. There is 
no charity for purchasers who have paid a hundredth or a thou- 
sandth part of the value of the property; and they take it subject 
to this condition. If they are en property that belongs 
to an insane person, they get the high penalties, the per annum 
penalties upon the investment. : 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. What does the District get? 

Mr. HULICK. The District gets the taxes, and the purchaser 
has to pay as long as he owns the property, until the insane per- 
son becomes sound or dies. If that be twenty years, the District 
gets the taxes in the meantime. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Suppose a man is insane and his 
property is sold, and he lives ten or fifteen years after that. The 
property is nonproducing. The property has not produced any 
revenue for the support of the District government, and when itis 
sold the party has to wait until he dies or gets well. 

Mr. HULICK. That is an extreme case the gentleman is sup- 
posing. Of course it is not expected it would probably arise in 
one case out of a thousand instances. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Therearea great many insane per- 
sons in the District, and a good many members of Congress buy 

roperty here. 

Mr. HULICK. That might infer that there are a great many 
members of Congress who are insane. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I would not say that; but I ask, 
where are you going to get the revenue out of the property? 

Mr. HULICK. What remedy have you in an extreme case like 
that? What would you su ? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I believed that the committee, who 
have very thoroughly considered the matter, especially the law- 
ae on the committee, would be able to present the proper leg- 

slation. : 

Mr. BABCOCK. If the gentleman will permit me, I will state 
it makes no difference where the party is, whether he is insane or 
not, the District gets its taxes. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But when this is a public sale it 
goes into the hands of the District. 

Mr. BABCOCK. If they do not pay the taxes, it will be sold 
for the taxes regardless of whether the party is in the asylum or 
not. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But the property sold is in the 
hands of the Commissioners. 

Mr. BABCOCK. So far as the execution of the law is con- 
cerned, the insane party has no power over it, and the taxes for 
the next year are assessed, and it can be sold every year for taxes. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Your policy is to let the property 
remain in the Commissioners’ hands, and the tax remain in the 
hands of the minor. 

Mr. BABCOCK. This is simply for redemption. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If the gentleman will allow me for a 
moment, I think I can make it clear. Let us assume that the 
party owning this property has been dealt with as we contemplate 
down to this vision. Now, it turns out that that party isa 
minor This bill provides in favor of the minor; that is to say, 
that his pt pied will still remain subject to redemption, notwith- 
standing all the preliminary steps have been taken, for one year 
after the disability is removed, and he has become of age. Now, 
there can be no objection to that, because that is definitely fixed. 
There is no court, I venture to say, that will give a deed to take 
the property of a minor for tax without allowing that minor an 
opportunity to redeem that property after the disability has been 
removed. Now, then, that does not seem to be the difficulty in 
the way of the gentleman. The difficulty is that somebody is 
insane. If there be such a person whose property has been sold 
under the conditions that we contemplate down to this stage of 
the bill, what is the effect? The District Commissioners sell the 
property at public or private sale, as we have provided, and exe- 
cute a deed after giving thirty days’ notice that they will do so. 
Let us assume that Mr. Smith is the purchaser of that insane 
person's property under this condition. 

Mr. WILLIA A. STONE. Thatis, where the Commissioners 
have sold the title which they have? 

Mr. RICHARDSON (continuing). And he takes the title. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. That is, where the Commissioners 
have sold the title which they have bought? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And after “= have sold it, if it belonged 

an Insane person, the provision is that until that disability is 
removed the insane person can have the right to redeem the 


property; and, as suggested by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
ULICK] on the committee, that is right and proper, because if 
Mr. Smith goes forward and purchases property for taxes worth 
fifty or a hundred times as much as he pays for it, he does so with 
full knowledge that he is buying the property of an insane person, 
and that that insane person when the disability is removed has 
the right to come forward and do what? Redeem his property by 
paying him what he has paid on this insane person’s property and 
all the penalties and costs additional. That is the law as it is now 
in several of the States. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania has expired. - 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I thought I had the floor. Then I will 
take the floor in my own right, and having taken the time of the 
a after a statement I will yield to the gentleman from 

ennsylvania. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Isimply want to ask the gentleman 
aquestion. Inthe meantime, in the case which you have supposed, 
there is no tax or revenue from this property. Who will purchase 
ope in that condition? 

r. RICHARDSON. Now, then, I assume that Mr. Smith be- 
comes the purchaser at this sale, and nobody having come forward, 
after the conditions have been complied with he takes the title to 
this property. That property is assessed, in either event, for next 
year’s taxes, and he pays for the first year, the second year, the 
third, and the fourth, and he pays the taxes until after the insane 
man, having recovered, comes forward and redeems the property. 
Before he can redeem he must pay the back taxes and pay also the 
taxes that Mr. Smith, the purchaser, has paid each year. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The gentleman is imagining two 
insane persons, the one who owns the property and the man who 
is insane enough to buy it under such conditions. [Laughter.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If nobody is insane enough to buy it, 
then the property will remain in the hands of the Commissioners. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And there will be no taxes col- 
lected upon it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, what is the gentleman’s remedy 
for collecting the taxes of an insane person? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. ft would not presume to suggest a 
remedy in the face of the statement that this bill has received 
more careful consideration than.any other measure reported by 
this committee. ears] . 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, Mr. Chairman, to be serious about 
it, there is a necessity for this bill. The Commissioners say that 
it will relieve them greatly; the assessors say the same thing; the 
Distriet attorney favors it; the District Committee thinks it is a 
good bill; and, while it may not be perfect, we venture the state- 
ment here that it isa very great improvement on the existing law. 
Theref »re, having done the best we can, we ask that the bill be 
put ujyon its passage unless some other gentleman has an amend- 
ment that he desires to offer. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amendment 
which I send to the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

After the word “ r,” in line 2, e 4, insert the words “‘ and no deed 


shall be set aside except on proof of fraud or that no tax was due at the date 
of the sale.” 


Mr. COX. If the gentleman will refer to section 6, he wiil find 
the principle settled there that the very foundation of the deed 
lies in the decision of the Commissioners. Now, when they pass 
upon the question and decide that it is a valid deed, how is the 
other party going to get into any court to have that action re- 
vised or reversed? 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I think the gentleman has not 
read section 6 carefully. It provides— 

That the said Commissioners shall not convey any property sold for taxes 
if they shall discover, before the conveyance, that the sale was, for any cause, 
invalid and ineffectual to give title to the property sold. 

That is all. 

Mr. COX. That is, if they discover that there is a defect in the 
sale, they shall so decide and refuse to convey the property? Now, 
will not that be a judicial decision? 

Mr. HEPBURN. No; but there may be defects in it that they 
do not discover. They are prohibited by this section only when 
they do discover defects in the sale. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. [think that provision is only directory, 
and that the action of the Commissioners would be subject to 
review. 

Mr. COX. It is not directory. 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, I do not object to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Iowa. 

The amendment of Mr. Herpspurn was agreed to. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend section 7, 
page 7, line 17, by adding after the word ‘‘ dollar ” the words ‘‘ and 
twenty cents.” 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, I do not know that I have any 
objection to that amendment, but I can not see any reason for it, 








912 


Mr. DOCKERY. That is the price that is now ‘fixed by law, 
and it is necessary in order to reimburse the District treasury. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I offer a further amendment. 

The amendment was read, as follow: 

Strike out all after the word “of,” in line 19, section 7, to the word “ up,” 
in the same line, and insert *“‘two clerks at the rate of $1,200 per annum 


each;*’ so that it will read “a sum sufficient to pay the salaries of two clerks 
at the rate of $1,200 per annum each.” 


Mr. HULICK. The gentleman will remember that in the first 
section of the bill, at his suggestion, a provision for two clerks at 
an annual salary of $1,200 each was stricken out, and the Commis- 
sioners were authorized to appoint sufficient clerical force. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Yes. 

Mr. HULICK. Then why do you now propose this amendment? 

Mr. DOCKERY. For the reason that it is necessary to provide 
for carrying forward this work until the regular appropriation 
bill shall become available, on the ist of J a. 

Mr. HULICK. Then why not use here the language you sug- 
gested before and say ‘‘sufficient clerical force”? 

Mr. DOCKERY. In that case you would have to insert the 
amount, $700 or $800. 

Mr. HULICK. You might put it in that way. 

Mr. DOCKERY. We might make an appropriation of $700 to 
pay the salaries of clerks up to the beginning of the next fiscal 
year, but I think the amendment I have proposed will accompligh 
the object quite as well. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. DALZELL, from the Committee of the Whole, 
reported that they had had under consideration bills of the follow- 
ing titles and had directed him to report them severally to the 
House with recommendations, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 8010) to authorize a survey for the construction 
of a bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River, 
etc.—with the recommendation that it do pass. 

A bill (H. R. 8499)—with the recommendation that as amended 
it do pass. 

A bill (H. R. 4149)—with the recommendation that it lie on the 
table. 2 

DISTRICT BILLS PASSED. 


Bills of the following titles, reported from the Committee of 
the Whole with amendments, were taken up, the amendments 
agreed to, and the bills as amended ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and they were accordingly read the third time, 
and passed: 

A bill (H. R. 8010) to authorize a survey for construction of a 
bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River in line 
with Massachusetts avenue extended eastward; and 

A bill (H. R. 8499) in relation to taxes and tax sales in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. BABCOCK, a motion to reconsider the vote 


by which the two bills last named were passed was laid on the 
table. 


By unanimous consent, the bill (H. R. 4149) relating to tax sales 
was laid on the table. 


GEORGE W. WATSON. 


Mr. BABCOCK. Icall up for consideration the bill (H. R. 4279) 
to cure the title to certain real estate in the District of Columbia. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Whereas Comp W. Watson, of Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
on or about October 2, 1871, purchased of one Samuel Cross lots 7 and 8, in 
square 996, in Washington, in the District of Columbia, paying for the same 
in full and receiving a deed in fee simple therefor from said Samuel Cross 
and wife; and said George W. Watson, ever since the purchase of said 
premises in 1871, has been in ——_ thereof and occupying the same 
with his family as his home; an 

Whereas the said George W. Watson, and those under whom he claims title 
to said property, have had ble and uninterrupted possession of the 
same from time immemorial, and since before the laying out of the city of 
Washington, and have a continuous record chain of title to the same by deeds 
in fee simple from December 4, 1822; but prior to the year 1822 the title thereto 
is in the United States, and by some i vertence the conveyance thereof to 
one William Prout, who conveyed the same in 1822 to one William Jones, 
through whom said Watson and his grantors claim title, was never placed on 
record and has become lost, and therefore, notwithstanding said long occu- 
pancy by said Watson and his grantors for a period of more than seventy- 
three years, a cloud rests upon said title; and 

Whereas said Watson has become advanced in years and is infirm, havin, 
been confined for six months as a prisoner of war, wounded three times, an 
lost a leg near the hip in battles as a Union soldier during a service in the 
Federai armies from the spring of 1861 to November 14, 1864, when he was 
discharged on account of loss of leg near the hip; said property is his home 
and all that he has, and by reason of said ancient cloud u 
can net sell or borrow money on the same. He purchased 
faith, and did not learn of said cloud until long after 
therefor: Therefore, 


= end title he 
e same in 
he had bought and paid 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the United States hereby quitclaims 
and releases in favor of George W. Watson, his heirs and assigns, any and all 
elaim or title which they, the said United States, have in o: toot NS. 7 pd 
& in square No. 996, situate in the city of ashington, District of um 
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: The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fo]. 
ows: 


Strike out all of the preamble that follows the title, down to line 1. 


In line 3, substitute for the words ‘‘quitclaims and releases” 
“quitclaim and release." : She words 


Mr. SHANNON. Mr. Speaker, I ask the reading of the report 
accompanying this bill, which will, I think, give the House all the 
information necessary. 


The report (by Mr. SHANNON) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred the bil] 
(H. R. 4279) to cure the title to certain real estate in the District of Columbia, 


submit the followin; . 

In accordance with the provisions of the act of Congress of July 10, 1790 
three commissioners were appointed by the President to = out the city of 
Washington, and in 1791, in consideration of the great benefit they expecte 
to derive from noweng te Federal city upon their lands, the original — 
etors donated to the United States cer lots in each square. 

The first mention found in the records of the square referred to in H. R. 
4279 is under the date of December 3, 1793. It 3 there designated as bounded 
by certain strects and squares. The lots in Aon og were not then num- 
bered, but by a verbal agreement made afterw: cortakn portions of the 
square were to be donated to the.United States by the proprietors. In 1809 
this agreement was carried intoeffect, and the square numbered 996 was the 
for the first time subdivided into lots, and among those do: and assign 
to the United States were the two lots mentioned in this » numbered 7 


and 8. 
This is the first clear record we have of these lots, and here we find them 
assigned to the United States. 

In October, 1871, George W. Watson purchased these lots, after having had 
the records carefully searched, and after being furnished with an abstract of 
title certif that the same was good and sufficient. Three later, in 
1874, he learned for the first time that there was a possibility that his title to 
the lots was not . since an entry found in some of the earlier 


bee: 
records showing that the lots had been sanigned to the United States in 1809, 
Another more careful inv: tion of the rds was then made, and the 


title was easily traced back to sho t the owner of the lots at that 
time was William 


Prout, one of the proprietors. Continuing the 
search, nothing farther wee found St. us er the date of A 4, 1809, it w 
— ered that the same William Prout had assigned these to the United 


vi 
tates. 
that William Prout first ed these lots to the United 
d again assigned them to other es in 1822; that the lots 


riva ies, having bee 
and transfe: and again, the partive in ona on contin 


taxes on them to the Government down to the present time, a peri . 
enty-five years, and that the United States have never asserted any title 


hatever to the property and do ae tose . The published rtsof the 

Government officials in of the pu ie grounds. do not include square 
belonging to 4 United States. 

cy 


996 among the properties enumerated as 
The only reasonable explanation of the the earlier records 
re he title of these lots is that they were 
—— to William Prout some time after 1800. and before 1 
e them a md time; and as it. is a well-authen 
many of the records of titles in the District of Col 


fire about the _— 1814, it need not be surprising that positive pro 


ment — Such as do exist, however, of that early 
period in the history of the city, show clearly that there were many reas- 
signments of lots between the original pro: rietors and the Government 
before the final division of the squares and lots was arranged to the mutual 
ding this case, the com 


es. 
eae facts surroun 
unanimously of the opinion that the relief asked for in this bill should be 
. Intheir jedgment the facts that the purchase of these lots was un- 


nted. 
Soubtedly made in perfect good faith; that improvements have 


upon them; that taxes have been paid upon them to the United States for 3 
continuous pases of seventy-five years, and that this long and occu- 
pancy by the purchasers was never questioned or constitute con- 
siderations of sufficient merit to j the passage @ measure. 

The committee therefore recommend the passage of H. R. 4279 with the 
following amendments: 

Strike out all of the eons that follows after the title down to line 1. 

In line 3 substitute in place of the words “quitclaims and releases” the 
words * quitclaim and release.” 

Mr.SHANNON. Mr. Speen, as stated in the report which 
has just been read, George W. Watson and those under whom he 
claims title to these lots have had peaceable and uninterrupted 
possession of the same for the period of seventy-five years; that 
is, the records show a continuous, unbroken chain of title since 
the year 1822, when William Prout, one of the original proprie- 
tors of the lands on which the city of Washi was founded, 
conveyed this property to one William Jones. And if the earlier 
record of 1808, referred to in the report, only showed an assign- 
ment to a private individual instead of to the United States there 
would of course be no necessity for the relief which Mr. Watson 
seeks under this bill. As it is, however, the cloud resting upon 
his title makes it impossible for him either to sell or negotiate a 
loan upon the property—a very t hardship, indeed, consider- 
ing that all he has in the world has been invested in these lots 
and the improvements made upon them. : 

There are numerous precedents which may be cited showing 
that Congress has frequently granted relief in cases exactly simi- 
lar; but I will only refer to one, since the report which accom- 
panied the bill in that case of the destruction by fire in 
1814 of the records of titles in the District. As it is very short, I 
ask for the reading in my time of Report No. 4016, accompanying 
H. R. 10991, which passed the Forty-ninth Congress. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
une Gomesttne ca & District of Catan, to whom was referred Houso 

, su ; e i0. owing : 
record ot mentioned in the bill because 
ot the fact that the records of ee District were destroyed by fire 
* The persons whose relief is contemplated by this bill have paid the taxes 








on the property for more than thirty y and are clearly entitled to the 
same; and as the United States has no j . your committee report 
the bill back to the House, with the reconimendation that it do pass. 


Mr. SHANNON. _I desire to say further, Mr. Speaker, that the 
bill now before the House was referred to the Commissioners of 
the District and by them referred to the District attorney for ex- 
amination and report. That report finds the facts to be substan- 
tially the same as set forth in the report of the committee, and 
recommends the bill to the favorable consideration of Congress. 
l ask that the report be read in my time for the information of 
the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
Washington, February 8, 1896. 

GENTLEMEN: I have examined House bill 4279 (Fifty-fourth Con, first 
session) to cure the title to certain real estate in the District of umbia, 
which you referred to me for examination and report. 

From an abstract of title to lots 7 and 8 in square 996 in Washington City, 
prepared by Mr. J. T. Cull, a member of the bar, and one of our leading ex- 
aminers, it appears that in the division between the United States and the 
original proprietors, these lots were assigned to the United States; that in 
1822 William Prout, one of the o proprietors, made a ninety-nine-year 
lease of part of lot 8, which was 


rwards assented to by the other original 
pro rietors. This would seem to indicate that the lots were reassigned b: 
h 


e United States to the original proprietors. Fro: 


y 
m 1822 down to the present 
these lots appear to have been dealt with as private property. They have been 


assessed for taxes in the name of private individuals, and the United States 
does not appear to have ever asserted any claim to them. 

As no statute of limitations bars the United States. and so far as the record 
is concerned the legal title to these lots is in the United States, it is necessary, 
in order to perfect Mr. Watson's title. to have the United States either release 
its claim, or disclaim any interest in the property. 

The history of the title as shown by the above abstract bears out the state- 


ment in the preamble to the . 
the bap, ond for that reason, I think it 


bill 
I see no objection to the of 
is entitled to your favorable consideration. e bill is herewith returned. 
8. T. THOMAS, 


Very respectfully, 
Attorney District of Columbia. 
Hon. COMMISSIONERS, ETC., 


The amendments reported by the committee were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be e and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SHANNON, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


WASHINGTON AND GLEN ECHO RAILROAD. 


Mr. BABCOCK. I call up the bill (H. R. 9704) to authorize the 
Washington and Glen Echo Railroad Company to obtain a right 
of way and construct tracks into the District of Columbia 600 feet. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit enacted, etc., That the Washington and Glen Echo Railroad Company, 
a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Maryland and operating 
astreet reliway ia said State, the eae terminus being at or near the north- 
ern boundary of the District of Columbia in Chevy Chase, be, and said corpora- 
tion is hereby, authorized and empowe to obtain a right of way and con- 
struct its road and lay double t thereon into the District of Columbia a 
distance of 600 feet, and no farther, from the point in the boundary line of 
the District where said railway extended crosses the houndesy lime of the 
District and from said point on a line across the Columbia boulevard, thence 
on private property to a point in Connecticut ayenue extended, = a route to 
be approved by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, said corpora- 
tion to have f wer and authority to operate cars upon said road for the 
pur of its traffic; said corporation to use electric motive power in pro- 
pelling its cars. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


TELEGRAPHIC AND ELECTRIC-LIGHT FACILITIES. 


_Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I call up for present considera- 
tion the joint resolution = Res. 228) providing for additional 
telegraphic and electric-light facilities in the city of Washington, 
District of Columbia, d the inaugural ceremonies on the 4th 
» of March, 1897. 

he joint resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, etc., That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia be, and 
they are hereby, authorized to permit the extension of overhead wires into 
the Pension building and to such other points as shall be deemed suitable and 
convenient for use in connection with the e = er inaugural pur- 


poses, the said wires to be taken down within ten r the conclusion 
of the ceremonies on the 4th day of March, A. D. 1897 


Mr. BABCOCK. I ask a vote on the resolution. 
_ The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


BUILDING FOR DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 


Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say that I have in 
my hand House bill No. 10023, being a bill setting apart a plot of 
ue ground in thecity of Washington, in the District of Colum- 

ia, for memorial purposes, under the auspices of the National 
Seciety of the Daughters of the American Revolution, which was 
reported by the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
but by an error was placed upon the Calendar as having been 
reported by the Committee on the District of Columbia. It is a 
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bill that might properly have been considered by either commit- 
tee, and I am requested by the gentleman in charge of that bill to 
call it up, as it is on the Calendar reported from this committee. 

I ask for the consideration of the bill, and move that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to consider it. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I reserve the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will examine the rule and see 
whether under the circumstances it is broad enough to cover the 
motion of the gentleman from Wisconsin. What was the gen- 
tleman’s statement? 

Mr. BABCOCK. It is, Mr. Speaker, that the bill is on the Cal- 
endar as having been reported from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, but, as a matter of fact, it was reported by the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 7 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, I make the point of order that 
this bill was not reported by the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and is not in order under the rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not in order, but will 
examine the rule. 

Mr. STEELE. Why, Mr. Speaker, if they can call up a bill 
reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
they might call up one reported from the Military Committee or 
any other committee. 

eSPEAKER, The Chair wants to see how broad the lan- 
guage of the rule is, 

Mr. BABCOCK. This is a matter, as I have already said, that 
might come before either committee. 

Mr. STEELE. But it did not. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the rule applies exclusively 
to business reported by the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, f rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. MORSE. Is it in order to ask unanimous consent to con- 
sider this bill? 

Mr. STEELE. What is the aac of the building? 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to indulge me a 
word of explanation of this bill. This measure is asked for by 
the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion. As I understand it, they propose to erect in this city a 
memorial building, to cost, if I remember rightly, something like 
$200,000. Part of this money has already been raised. All they 
ask of the Government is to ddnate to them a site for the build- 
ing. The bill, as you see, is carefully drawn, and the land reverts 
to the Government in the event it should ever cease to be used 
for the patriotic purposes indicated in the bill. The building is 
to be a museum of antiquities connected with the American 
Revolution, and to contain a hall for the meeting of this patriotic 
society. Theland asked for is unimproved land, near the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing. 

The building, Mr. Speaker, will be an architectural ornament 
to the city, as well as a memorial to the men and women of that 
far-off time who laid here broad and deep the foundations of civil 
and religious liberty; a building to tell to coming generations 
that the Daughters of the American Revolution are not ungrate- 
ful or unmindful of the valor and patriotism of the men and 
women who founded this Government. Mr. Speaker, I can not 
conceive that any gentleman could object to the use of public 
land in this capital city for such a patriotic purpose. 

I hope the gentleman will withdraw his objection and give to 
the House an opportunity to consider this bill. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, Iam —— to the use of our public 
parks for any other purpose than that for which they were origi- 
nally set aside, and I therefore object. 

Mr. MORSE. But thisis nota park. It is only a piece of un- 
occupied and unimproved ground down near the Bureau of En- 
graving and Printing. 

Mr. BLUE. It is a part of a public space intended for a very 
different purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the proposition for- 
mally to the House. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts? 

Mr. BLUE. I object. 

Mr. MORSE. These Daughters of the American Revolution 
will get after you for objecting to their bill. 

Mr. BABCOCK. The Committee on the District of Columbia 
has no further business to present to-day. 


CANALS BETWEEN THE GREAT LAKES AND THE OCEAN, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following panes 
—. the President of the United States; which was read by the 
erk: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith the report of Messrs. James B. Angell, of Michigan; 
John E. Russell, of Massachusetts, and Lyman E. Cooley, of po. who were 
appointed commissioners, under the authority of a law passed March 2, 1895, 
to make inquiry and report, after conference with such similar commission- 
ers as might be appoin on behalf of Great Britain or the Dominion of Can- 
ada, concerning the feasibility of the construction of such canals as will enable 
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veesels engaged in ocean commerce to pass between the Great Lakes and the 
Atlantic Ocean, and the most convenient location and probable cost of such 
canals, together with other facts and information in said act specified relat- 
ing to their construction and use 


[he Commissioners have prosecuted the work assigned them with great 
veal and intelligence, resulting in the collection of a mass of information 
embodied in their report and its accompanying exhibits which is of great 


importance and interest as related to the project subjected to their exami- 
nation 


The advantages of direct and unbroken water transportation of the prod- 
ucts of our Western States and Territories from convenient points of 
shipment to our seaboard ports are plainly palpable. The report of the 
Commissioners contains, in my opinion, demonstration of the feasibility of 
securing such transportation, and gives ground for the anticipation that 
better and more uninterrupted commerce, through the plan suggested 
between the great West and foreign ports, with the increase of natio: 


prosperity which must follow in its train, will not long escape American 
encer prise and activity. 

It will be observed that the report of the Commissioners, though as com- 
rehensive as the time and facilities at their disposal permitted, does not 
efinitely deal with the cost of the work they were called upon to consider. 

and omits some of the other details related to it. Thus far they have labored 
without compensation, and a part of the small sum appropriated for the pay- 
ment of their Ya still remains unexpended. 

I suggest to the Congress the propriety of making economical provision 

for such further prosecution of their work as will more fully develop the 
information necessary to an exact and complete understanding of this inter- 


esting and important subject. 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 18, 1897. 


The message, with the accompanying documents, was referred 
to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


> 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—YOST VS. TUCKER, TENTH DISTRICT OF 
VIRGINIA. 


Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I desire to give 
notice that on Wednesday, after the reading of the Journal, I shall 
call up the contested-election case of Yost vs. Tucker, from the 
Tenth district of Virginia. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. MayI ask the gentleman when 
that case was reported? 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. _The case was reported near 
the end of the session last summer. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. What was the report in that case? 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. The report of the majority 
‘was in favor of the sitting member, Mr. TucKER. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. How many of these cases does the 
com mittee intend to call up that have not been disposed of? 

Mr. MoCALL of Masuachnettte. That is the only case from the 
committee of which I am a member that has not been disposed of. 
There is, however, one other case from Virginia, which will be a 
short case. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr, HowkE.L, for ten days, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Truman H. Aupricna, for six days, on account of im- 
portant business. 

To Mr. Goopwyn, indefinitely, on account .of important busi- 
ness. 

To Mr. McMILLI, for one week. 


To Mr. Spencer, for ten days, on account of important business. |- 


To Mr. Linney, for seven days, onaccount of important business. 
‘And then, on motion of Mr. Payne (at 40’clock and 7 minutes 
p. m.), the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 

— were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
‘ollows: 

A letter from the secretary of the Deep Water Ways Commis- 
sion, transmitting a report of Deep Water Ways Commission at 
Detroit, Mich., December 18-22, 1896—to the Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the cases of 
Abner T. Fuller and Samuel W. Carson, administrators, against 
The United States—to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A letter from the president of the Capital Traction Company, 
transmitting its report for the year ending December 81, 1896—to 
~~ a on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIO BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: . 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
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to which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 3328) entitled ‘Aq 
act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to repeal the timber-cultur, 
laws, and for other purposes,’” reported thesame with amendment. 
accompanied by a report (No. 2540); which said bill and report 
were referred to the ittee of the Whole House on the stato 
of the Union. 

Mr. FISCHER. from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to which 
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9571) authorizing 1). 
Galveston and Great Northern Railway Company to construct 
and operate a railway through the Indian Territory, and for other 
purposes, reported the same with amendment, accompanied by a 
report (No. 2541); which said bill and rt were referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SCRANTON, from the Committee on the Territories, to 
which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 2555) entitled “An 
act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue leases of 
certain islands in Alaska for the breeding of foxes, ae the 
same without amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2544); 
which said bill and report were referred to ouse Calendar. 

Mr. GILLET of New York, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the House 
(H. R. 9861) for the erection of a public building at Lockport, N. Y., 

rted the same with amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2545); which said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole Honse on the state of the Union. 

Mr FLETCHER, from the Committee on Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House 

. R. 9799) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the 
hattanooga Western Railway Company to construct a bridge 
across the Tennessee River near Chattanooga,” giving the said 
company more time in which to begin and complete said bridge, 
reported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2546); which said bill and report were referred to the House 
Calendar. 

Mr. CUMMINGS, from the Committee on the Library, to which 
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. ~—. for the purchase 
of the oil portrait of Mrs. eee by E. F. Andrews, re- 
ported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2547); which said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. PARKER, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the bill (H. R. 2070) 
for the relief of George aes reported the same (Report 
No. 2542); which said bill report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. ' 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, committees were arg from 
a consideration of the following bills; which were referred as 
follows: 

The bill (H. R. 9874) granting an honorable disch to Wil- 
liam Miller—Committee on Military Affairs disc and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Petition of the Wisconsin National Guard Association, favoring 
the reorganization of the National Guard and Militia of the United 
States—Committee on Military Affairs discharged, and referred to 
the Committee on the Militia. ; 

Petition of the National Guard of Wisconsin unanimous!v 
adopted in Milwaukee January 8, 1897, in support of Senate bi!! 
2849, to promote the efficiency of the militia ‘ittee on Mili- 
tary airs discharged, and referred to the Committee on the 
Militia. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of nn following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. LOW: A bill (H. R. 10034) to supplement and amend an 
act entitled ‘‘An act for the erection of a new custom-house in the 
city of New York, and for other pu ,»” approved March 3, 
1891—to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. LACEY: A bill (H. R. 10035) to amend the pension 
nae the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KIEFER: A bill (H. R. a incorporate the Na- 
tional Grand Lodge of the Order of the Sons of Hermann—to the 
Committees on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BELL of Colorado: A bill (H. R. 10087) ceding the 
Sugar Loaf Reservoir site, in Lake County, Colo., to the State of 
Colorado—to Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. McOORMICE: A bill (H. R. 10038) to regulate-the sale 
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of poisons in the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A bill (H. R. 10089) granting the right to 
erect dams to Thurston H. Allen and others—to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. HUTCHESON: A bill (H. R. 10057) to provide for an 
examination and survey of a water route from the mouth of the 
jetties at the city of Galveston. Tex., and through the ship chan- 
ne) up Buffalo Bayou to the city of Houston, Tex., and appro- 
— money therefor—-to the Committee on Rivers and Har- 


0rTs. 

By Mr. FISCHER: A joint resolution (H. Res. 233) directing 
the Secretary of War to submit estimates for work upon the chan- 
nels in Jamaica and Canarsie bays—to the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors. . 

By Mr. PERKINS: A joint resolution (H. Res. 234) providing 
for the distribution of the maps and atlases of the United States 
Geological Survey—to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. WASHINGTON: A joint resolution ( Res. 235) to 
provide for the expenses ofthe Tennessee centennial commission- 
ers from the District of Columbia—to the Committee on Appro- 
yriations. 

: By Mr. McCORMICK: A resolution (House Res. No. 495) relative 
to the widening and deepening the channel of the East River on the 
eastern side, at Ravenswood, Long Island, N. Y., at ornear Rainey’s 
cofferdam—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 





PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ANDREWS: A bill (H. R. 10040) granting an increase 
of pension to George W. Ferree—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, 

By Mr. BLUE: A bill (H. R. 10041) granting a pension to Ma- 
linda Draper—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10042) granting a pension to Florence E. 
Wilber—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H.R. 10043) removing charge of desertion from the 
record of Reuben Randall—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10044) ting a pension to Josiah C. Ury— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10045) granting a pension to John A. Reeds— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10046) removing charge of desertion from 
record of Abraham W. Crawford—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 10047) for the relief of 
the Globe Iron Works, of Cleveland, Ohio—to the Committee on 
Claims. 

By Mr. COX: A bill (H. R. 10048) for the relief of the estate of 
J. E. Brennan, deceased, late of Nashvilie, Tenn.—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. DOVENER: A bill (H. R. 10049) granting a pension to 
Nicholas C. Wilson, of Braxton County, W. Va.—to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A bill (H. R. 10050) for the relief of Louis 
Hublitz—to the Comittee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10051) for the relief of John Conway—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts: A bill (H.R. 10052) for the 
relief of Alexander Sutherland—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. MIL&S: A bill (H. R. 10053) granting a pension to Leah 
Jones, widow of John Jones—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
Bons. 


By Mr. QUIGG: A bill (H. R. 10054) granting an increase of | 


ension to Laura Sprigg Foster—to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions. 

By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: A bill (H. R. 10055) to cor- 
rect the military record of Edwin T. Leach—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 10056) 
Martha A. Crooker—to the Committee on 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BELL of Colorado: Petition of soldiers of Dolores 
County. Colo., in support of House bill No. 9200, granting a serv- 
ice pension to honorably discharged soldiers of the late war—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ‘ : 

By Mr. BLUE: Papers accompanying House bill granting a 
— to Florence E. Wilber—to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions, 


nting a pension to 
valid Pensions. 


Also, papers to accompany House bill granting a pension to 
Malinda Draper—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill granting a pension to 
Josiah C. Ury—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill granting a pension tc 
John A. Reeds—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill to remove the charge of 
— against Reuben Randall—to the Committee on Military 

airs. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill to correct the military 

record of Abraham W. Crawford—to the Committee on Military 


By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: Resolution of the Lake Carriers’ 
Association. in regard to gas buoys on the Great Lakes—to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. DALZ LL Petition of J. P. Henderson and others, of 
Pittsburg, Pa., praying for favorable action on House bill No. 
4566, relating to mail matter, and Senate bill No. 1675, prohibiting 
the transportation of obscene matter—to the Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce. 

By. Mr. DOVENER: Petition of N. W. Lioyd and 19 other citi- 
zens of Braxton County, W. Va., asking the passage of a special 
act to pension Nicholas C. Wilson—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. HARMER: Petition of Rachel P. Leys, Joseph Foulke, 
M. D., and others, of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for favorable 
action on House bill No. 4566, relating tosecon4-class mail matter, 
and Senate bill No. 1675, prohibiting the transportation of obscene 
matter by any agency—to the Committee on Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce. 

By Mr. HEMENWAY: Resolution of the Pastoral Association 
of Evansville, Ind., praying for the passage of legislation of vari- 
ous kinds—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 


merce, 

By Mr. HULL: Petition of H. Catley, captain, United States 
Army, retired, of Syracuse, N. Y., in relation to Senate bill for 
the readjustment of the accounts of certain army officers, and 
as relating to his military record—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs 

By Mr. LACEY: Petition of Rev. Fred Arnfort and others, of 
Keokuk, lowa; also petition of Mary L. Allen and others, of 
Richland, Iowa, praying for protection from intoxicating liquors 
in the Territory of Alaska—to the Committee on Alcoholic Liquor 


c. 

By Mr. LITTLE: Petition of John B. Bruno, Elizabeth Vraux, 
and Mary Moose, of the Citizens band of Pottowatomie Indians, 
of Pottowatomie County, Ukla., relating to land patents under 
act of May 23, 1872—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. OTJEN: Resolution of officers of the Wisconsin Na- 
tional Guard, favoring the passage of Senate bill No. 1169, entitled 
*“‘An act authorizing the Secretary of War to issue Springfield 
rifles to each State and Territory, for the National Guard thereof, 
= — for other rifles now held”—to the Committee on the 
Militia. 

By Mr. REYBURN: Petition of Falls Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for favorable action on 
House bill No. 4566, also Senate bill No. 1675, to prohibit the trans- 

,»0rtation of obscene matter—to the Committee on Interstate and 
oreign Commerce. 

By Mr. RINAKER: Petition of B. P. McDaniel, of the Sixty- 
third United States Colored Infantry, residing in Madison County, 
Ill., for relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: Papers to accompany House 
bill to correct the military record of Edwin T. Leach—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of 
Norwich, Conn., favoring the passage of House bill No. 32083 and 
sundry other bills—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WOOD: Petition of Benjamin V. Carey, of Robinson, 
Ill., in behalf of Martha A. Crooker, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. UPDEGRAFF: Papers of N. N. Jones, warden of Iowa 
State penitentiary. relating to House bill No. 6116 and its appli- 
cation to the transportation of goods manufactured by convict 
labor—to the Committee on Labor. 

Also, petition of the lowa Academy of Sciences, protesting 
against the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, for the further preven- 
tion of cruelty to animais in the District of Columbia—to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition of the Baptist church of West Union, Iowa, for 
the prohibition of the sale of intoxicating liquors in Government 
buildings—to the Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

Also, petitions of the Wesleyan Methodist Church and of the 
Baptist Church of West Union, lowa, to raise the age of protec- 
tion for girls to 18 years m the District of Columbia and Territo- 
ries—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mitsurn, D. D. 

JOHN P. JongEs, a Senator from the State of Nevada, appeared 
in his seat to-day. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings, when, on motion of Mr. GALLINGER, and by unanimous 
consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of the 
provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, a certified copy of the 
tinal ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent for the State of South Dakota; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

ANNIE E. NOLAN, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 2129) granting an 
increase of pension to Annie E. Nolan; which was, in line7, before 
the word ‘‘dollars,” to strike out ‘‘ fifty” and insert ‘‘ twenty- 
five.” ; 

Mr. GALLINGER. I move that the Senate nonconcur in the 
amendment of the House of Representatives, and request a con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 3 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to ap- 
oint the conferees on the part of the Senate, and Mr. GALLINGER, 
fr, CANNON, and Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin were appointed. 

EULOGIES UPON THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE CRISP. 


Mr. GORDON. I wish to announce that in consequence of the 
absence of some Senators who are expected to participate, the 
eulogies upon the late Mr. Crisp, formerly Speaker of the House, 
will be postponed from Thursday until Monday next at 3 o’clock, 
by the permission of the Senate. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. ALLISON presented a memorial of the Iowa Academy of 
Science, remonstrating against the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, 
for the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of 
Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HALE presented the petitions of Henry B. Cleaves and sun- 
dry other citizens of Maine; of the Boston Marine Insurance Com- 
pany, of Boston, Mass.; of V. C. Brown and sundry other citizens 
of New York, and of sundry citizens of Baltimore, Md., praying 
for the establishment of a light-house near the broken part of Pol- 
lock Rip Shoals, at the northeastern entrance of Nantucket Shoals; 
which were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CALL presented the memorial of H. F. Smith, publisher of 
the Pensacola Daily Times, of Pensacola, Fla., remonstrating 
against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- 
class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. TURPIE presented a memorial of 61 citizens of Indian- 
apolis, Ind., praying for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 
relating to second-class mail matter; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented the memorial of Herbert M. Locke 
and 500 other citizens of the District of Columbia, remonstrating 
against the passage of Senate joint resolution 187, relating to the 
laying of electric subways in the District of Columbia; which 
was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented the petitions of the Gorsuch Methodist Episco- 

iChurch: of the St. Luke’s Baptist Church, of Brightwood; of the 

aptist Ministers’ Colored Union, and of the Shiloh Colored Baptist 
Church, all in the city of Washington, D. C., praying for the 
enactment of legislation raising the age of protection for girls in 
the District of Columbia to 18 years; which were referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of Branch No. 1, American 
Workmen’s Protective League, and 161 citizensof Brooklyn, N. Y., 
praying for the enactment of legislation restricting immigration; 
which was referred to the Committee on Immigration. 

He also ented a petition of the West Lynn Shoe Company, 
of Massachusetts, and the petition of Thomas E. Emerson’s Sons, 
of Massachusetts, praying for the passage of the so-called Torrey 
bankruptcy bill; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a memorial of the New Jersey Horti- 
cultural Society, a any appropriation being 
made providing for the free distribution of seed; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by General Sedgwick 
a No. 22, Order a ae of eee 

. J., expressing sympathy e Cubans eir struggle for 
dependence; which were ordered to lie on the table. 
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He also presented a — of the Woman’s Christian Temper. 
ance Union of Salem, N. J., through N. A. mter, president 
and Mary E. Hire, corresponding secretary, and a petition of the 
Union Methodist Episcopal Church of Camden, N. J., through 
John 8. Heisler, pastor, and John J. Rice, clerk, praying for the 
passage of Senate bill No. 2485, to further protect the first day of 
the week as a day of rest in the District of Columbia; which were 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Elizabeth, N.J., 
praying that immediate steps be taken by the Government te 
obtain reparation for injuries inflicted on Armenians in Turkey; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a memorial of the Medical Society of New 
Jersey, remonstrating against the ere of Senate bill No. 1552, 
for the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of 
Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of A. M. Taylor, of Vinelan 
N.J., praying for the enactment of legislation to amend the om 
laws relating to second-class mail matter, and also prohibiting 
interstate transportation of obscene matter through the mails; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


oads. 
Mr. CAMERON presented memorials of the publishers of the 
uakertown Free Press; the Souderton Sadegdatets the Saxton 
erald; the Conference Journal; the Palm Herald; Mont- 
omery Transcript; the Young Folks’ Catholic Weekly, of Phila- 
elphia; the Hazleton Journal; the ener of Sekauoer City; 
the Daily Standard, of Hazleton; the Tocsin, of Black Lick Sta- 
tion; Food, Home, and Garden, of Philadelphia; Der Neutraliot, 
of Shippock; the Wayne Independent, of Honesdale; the Home 
noes and New Ideas, of Philadelphia; the Lykens Register; the 
ews Item, of Middleburg; the p and Spur, of Philadelphia; 
the Bradford ee the Republican Advocate, of Wells- 
boro; the Medical World, of Philadelphia; the Philipsburg Ledger, 
the Christian Standard, of Philadelphia; the Hazleton Sentinel; 
the Millers’ Review, of Philadelphia; the Middletown Press; the 
Methodist Herald, of Newport; the American Journal of Photog- 
raphy, of Philadelphia; the Advocate, of Dallastown; the Churc 
Advocate, of Harrisburg; the Medical Bulletin; the Universal 
Medical Journal; the York Daily; the York Weekly; the Common- 
wealth, of Philadelphia; the Forest Republican, of Tionesta; the 
Proco Latinus, of Philadelphia; the Tusculum, of Philadelphia; 
the Musician, of Philadelphia; the Sledge Hammer, of Meadville; 
the Church News; the Reynoldsville Volunteer; the Conoquenes- 
sing Valley News; the Sun, of West Newton; the Denver Press; 
the Chester County Post, of Westchester; the Public Democrat, 
of Westchester; the Democrat, of Newcastle; the County Jour- 
nal, of Loganton; the Vienybe Lietuvniky, of Plymouth; the Sun, 
of Liverpool; of sun citizens of Philadelphia; the American 
Slavonic Gazette, of Pittsburg; the News, of Newcastle; the 
Daily Local, of Ashland; the Watchman, of Newton; the Post, of 
Middleburg; the Weekly Record, of Brockwayville; the Daily 
Democrat, of Johnstown; the Times, of Hawley; the Franklin 
Repository, of Chambersburg; the a Messenger, of 
Indiana; the American Law Register and Review, of Philadelphia; 
the Record, of Waynesboro; the Echo, of Erie; the Daily Courier, 
of Blairsville; the North Philadelphia Tribune, of Bridesburg; the 
Bulletin, of Hyndman; the Tribune-Republican, of Meadville; 
the Review, of Marietta; the Pulpit and the Preacher's Helper; 
the Journal, of Huntingdon; the Times, of West Newton; the 
News, of Harrisburg; the Il Vesuvio, of Philadelphia; the Ento- 
mological News, of Philadel hia; of J. W. McMaster, of Thurlow; 
of Howard M. Jenkins, of Philadelphia, all in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, and of the Journal of Kil , Oklahoma, remonstrating 
against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- 
class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also a petitions of the American Railway Literary 
Union of Philadelphia; of David J. Pearsall, of Mauch Chunk; of 
Rev. Robert A. McIlwain and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; 
of John H. Cramer and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; of 
William G. Liebig and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; of 
Simon Friedman and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; of 
E. J. Brown and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; of ‘Thomas 
Moore, jr., and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; of Rev. 
George C. Ewart and sundry other members of the Doylestown 
Baptist Church; of Dr. Henry Berkowitz and sundry other citi- 
zens of Philadelphia; of Byron A. Woods, president of the Phila- 
delphia Conference of the Baptist Ministers; of I, B. Jones, of 
Philadelphia; of Walter H. t and sun other citizens, 
of John M. Calver, of Dr. Joseph Foulke, and of Edward Smith 
Kelly, of Philadelphia, all in the State of Pennsylvania, praying 
for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-c 
mail matter; which were referred to the Commit.ee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of Dr. H. C. Wood, of the faculty 
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of the University of Pennsylvania, and the memorial of H. P. 
Armsby, a director of the Pennsylvania State College, remon- 
strating against the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, for the fur- 
ther prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Christian Endeavor Society 
of Manheim, Pa., praying for the enactment of legislation to pro- 
hibit the sale of intoxicating liquors in the United States Capitol 
building; which was referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 

He also presented the memorial of W. E. Broderick, second vice- 
president of the National Wholesale Liquor Dealers’ Association, 
of Baltimore, Md., and of the Hannis Distilling Company and 
sundry other distillers and wholesale liquor dealers of Philadel- 
phia, Pa., remonstrating against the passage of House bill No. 
8582, to allow the bottling of distilled spirits in bond; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented petitions, in the form of resolutions adopted 
by the Young Irelanders’ Association (Clan na Gael) of Pawtucket, 
R. L.; of Fairmont Lodge, No. 333, Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers, of Philadelphia, Pa., and of the Bronze Club, of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, praying Congress to recognize the independence of 
Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ALDRICH presented a memorial of sundry publishers, news 
dealers, and booksellers of Rhode Island, remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class 
mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
an¢ Post-Roads. 

Mr. BURROWS presented the memorial of H. C. Kudner, pub- 
lisher of the Lapeer County Democrat, of Lapeer, Mich., and the 
memorial of Foster Bros., publishers of the Gladwin County 
Record, of Gladwin, Mich., remonstrating against the passage of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PROCTOR presented a memorial of the Master Car Build- 
ers’ Association, of St. Albans, Vt., remonstrating against the 
adoption of the metric system of weights and measures; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented two petitions of members of the societies of 
the Colonial Dames of America, praying that a charter be granted 
them under the-name of the National Society of the Colonial 
— of America; which were referred to the Committee on the 

ibrary. 

Mr. BRICE presented the memorial of the Weideman Company, 
Uliman Einstein & Co., Weideman, Holmes & Co., and William 
Edwards & Co., of Cleveland, Ohio, remonstrating against the 
passage of House bill No. 8582, to allow the bottling of distilled 
spirits in bond; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Rev I. L. Kephart, editor of 
the Religious Telescope, of Dayton, Ohio, and the petition of Eu- 
gene E. Diehl, of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the enactment of 
legislation prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Cap- 
itol building; which were referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented the memorial of C. W. Charles, publisher of 
the Ohio Chronicle, of Columbus, Ohio, remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class 
mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Merchants’ National Bank, 
of Toledo, Ohio, and a petition of the Ketcham National Bank, of 
Toledo, Ohio, praying for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 
relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post- Roads. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
were referred the Se bills, reported them severally without 
amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (S. 1588) granting a pension to Joseph M. Waddell; 

A bill (H. R. 4490) to restore the name of Ethan A. Sellman to 
the pension roll; 
ie bill (H. R. 5712) granting increase of pension to John W. 

ines; 

A bill (H. R. 1646) for the relief of Dolly S. Brown; and 

A bill (H. R. 9592) to amend an act entitled ‘An act granting a 
— to Jesse McMillan,” received by the President May 27, 


Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 1647) to increase the pension of Clark W. 
Harrington, late sergeant of Company I, Ninety-third New York 
Infantry, reported it with amendments, and submitted a report 

ereon 





He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 4363) to increase the pension of Joseph J. Hudson, 
— it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 
also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
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bill (H. R. 6247) to grant a pension to Miss Jennie E. Moore, 
reported it with amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

r. PEFFER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 1018) to increase the pension of Bennett 
S. Shaug, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

He also (for Mr. Brice) from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2992) granting a pension to Ellen O'Hara, re- 
ported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2975) granting a pension to John Amrein, reported it with 
an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. BRICE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2908) granting a pension to Franklin Andrews, 
reported it without amendment, al submitted a report thereon. 

fe also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2909) granting a pension to Henry Shafer, reported it 
with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 596) for the relief of Ellis H. Roberts, re- 
ported it without amendment. 

Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3329) to increase the pension of George W. 
Smith, late a captain, Seventh Regiment New Jersey Volunteers, 
reported it with amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2959) granting a pension to Sarah Townsend, reported it 
with amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 4481) granting an increase of pension to Patsey E. 
Broaddus, of Marion, Kans., reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 3380) granting an increase of pension to John R. Row, 
of Toronto, Kans., reported it without amendment, and submitted 
a report thereon. 

Mr. ROACH, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2713) granting a pension to Miss Mary Hayne, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. SHOUP, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2177) granting an increaseof pension to Henry 
B. Conway, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a re- 
port thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 5855) granting a pension to Emily Elliott, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 1500) granting a pension to George W. Bagley, re- 
ported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. McBRIDE, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the amendment submitted by himself on the 13th 
instant, intended to be proposed to the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill, reported it with amendments, and 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4267) granting an 
increas> of pension to Gabriel Widmer, reported it without 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 4298) granting an increase of pension to Annie Thomp- 
son, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 1256) for the relief of Henry A. Webb, 
reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3492) for the relief of Paymaster James E. 
Tolfree, United States Navy, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3493) for the relief of Pay Clerk Charles Blake, United 
States Navy, reported it without amendment. 


DISTRICT NAVAL MILITIA. 


Mr. HALE. I am directed by the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 3355) to provide for organizing 
a naval reserve battalion in the District of Columbia, to report it 
with amendments and submit a report thereon. I should like to 
have the bill put upon its passage at this time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information. 

The Secretary read the bill, and, by unanimous consent, the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its considera- 
tion. 

The amendments of the Committee on Naval Affairs were, in 
section 1, line 6, after the word ‘‘ naval,” to strike out ‘‘ reserve;” 
in section 2, line 1, after the word “‘ naval,” to strike out ‘‘ reserve;” 
to strike out sections 4, 5, and 6 of the bill; in section 7 [4], line 4, 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


before the word ‘‘ battalion,” to strike out ‘‘ reserve;”’and in section 
8 Ph line 2, before the word ‘‘ battalion,” to strike out ‘*reserve.” 
he amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I listened to the reading of the bill as well as 
I could with the noise around me. I should like to know who 
will pay for the service of these volunteers. Is it a voluntary 
organization? 

Mr. HALE. It is entirely voluntary. It is something like the 
Naval Reserve Militia in the differentStates. TheGovernment has 
nothing to do with the payment. In fact, they will receive no 
Day. 

, Mr. SHERMAN. There are quite a number of officers named 
in the bill. Will they receive any pay from the Government? 

Mr. HALE. None at all. 

Mr. SHERMAN, If it isa mere voluntary naval organization 
I have no objection to the bill, but if it were an addition to the 
Navy I should object to it. 

Mr. HALE. I should certainly object if it were to be any addi- 
tion to the Navy. It is like the organizations of the different 
States, which are run entirely by the members themselves, without 
any salary or pay from the Government. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to the bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I should like to ask the Senator from Maine | 


whether the organization is to be anything more than a part of | ! 


the militia of the District of Columbia? 

Mr. HALE. It is to be a part of the militia. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is to bea naval company in addition te 
the infantry and artillery companies of the District? 

Mr. HALE. That is exactly what it is to be. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 

the third time, and passed. 
The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill to provide for or- | 
ganizing a naval battalion in the District of Columbia.” 
ELLIS H. ROBERTS. 


Mr. MORRILL. Task that the bill (H. R. 596) for the relief of | 
Ellis H. Roberts, reported this morning from the Committee on 
Finance, be taken up for action at the present time. It proposes | 
to pay Ellis H. Roberts $800. 

he VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information. 
The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 





Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and heis hereby, 
directed to pay to Ellis H. Roberts, late assistant treasurer of the United 
States at New York City, N. Y., out of any moneys in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, the sum of $800, the said sum of money representing a 
loss incurred in the said office of said assistant treasurer, without default or 
negligence on his part, and made good to the Government by him. 


Mr. MORRILL. We have a long report made.in this case, but 
the bill is so obviously correct that the committee were unani- 
mously in fuvor of reporting it, and I will not ask to have the 
report read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? 

There being no objection, the bill was considered as in Commit- 





tee of the Whole. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. BURROWS introduced a bill (S. 3552) for the relief of the 
jezal representatives of John Roach, deceased; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to. the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BERRY introduced a bill (S. 3558) for the -relief of the 
trustees of the Presbyterian church of Dardanelle, Yell County, 
Ark.; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

He also intreduced a bill (S. 3554) for the relief of the estate of 
Parkes & Ward, of Yell County, Ark.; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN introduced a bill (8. 3555) to amend an act entitled 
‘‘An act granting to the Eastern Nebraska and Gulf Railway Com- 
pany right of way through the Omaha and Winnebago Indian 
reservations, in the State of Nebraska,” by extending the time for 
the construction of said railway; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. GALLINGER introduced a bill (S. 3556) granting a pen- 
sion to Carlton W. Muzzy; which was read twice by its title,and, 
with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. } 

Mr. TURPIE (for Mr. VoorHess) introduced a bill (S. 3557) 
granting a pension to Emma M. Elliott; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. DANIEL (by request) introduced a bill (5S. 3558) giving to 
any State having a claim for expenses incurred in defense of the 
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United States the right to have the same adjudicated the 
Supreme Court of the United States; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3559) for the relief of 
the heirs of Jonas P. Levy, deceased; which:was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. GALLINGER introduced a bill (8. 3560) for the purchase 
of the oil portrait of Mrs. Dolly Madison, by E. F. Andrews; which 
— read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 

ibrary. 

Mr. MORGAN introduced a joint resolution. (S. R. 191) relative 
to the improvement of the waterway between Birmingham, Ala., 
and the Black Warrior River; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

Mr. PEFFER submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referre« 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. PETTIGREW submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was 
oe to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BACON submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military airs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHOUP submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 


| by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to the 


Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOAR submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him tothe sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered 
to be printed. 


INTERNATIONAL MONETARY CONFERENCE, 


Mr. CANNON submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the bill (8.3547) to provide for the representation 
of the United States by commissioners at any international mone- 
tary conference hereafter to be called; which was ordered to lic 
on the table and to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT ALTOONA, PA. 


Mr. QUAY. lIask the unanimous consent of the Senate to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill (S. 3543) for a public building 
at the city of Altoona, Pa., and appropriating money therefor. 

There being no objection, the ate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It directs-the Secretary of 
the Treasury to purchase by private sale or secure by condemna- 
tion a site for, and cause to be erected thereon, a suitable buil!d- 
ing, with fireproof vaults therein, for the accommodation of the 
United States district and circuit courts, post-office, and other 
Government offices, at the city of Altoona, county of Blair, Pa. 
The plans, specifications, and full estimate for the building shall 
be previously made and approved according to law, and shall not 
exceed, for the site and building complete, $125,000. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for athird reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MONONGAHELA RIVER BRIDGE, 


Mr. QUAY. I move to recommit to the Committee on Com- 
merce for further consideration the bill (S. 2898) to authorize the 
construction of a bridge over the Monongahela River from the city 
of McK rt to the township of Mifflin, Allegheny County, Pa. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CONVENTION OF INSTRUCTORS OF THE DEAF. 


Mr. McMILLAN. Iask unanimous consent to call up the bill 
(H. R. 6883) to incorporate the Convention of American Instruct- 
ors of the Deaf. The bill came over from the House yesterday, 
and lies on the table. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the order of business? 

Mr. McMILLAN. Itisa House bill, and is exactly the same as 
a Senate bill on the Calendar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will beread for information. 

The Secretary read the bill;.and, by unanimous consent, the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its considera- 
tion. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and ; 

Mr. McMILLAN. I move that the bill (S. 2572) to incorporate 
the Convention of American Instructors of the Deaf in the Dis- 
oe Columbia, which is on the Calendar,.be indefinitely post- 
poned. 

The motion was ageeed to. 

CONFIRMATION OF LAND ENTRIES. 

Mr. Berry and others addressed the Chair. 

Mr. CULLOM. What is the regular order? 












Mr. BERRY. I ask unanimous consent to call up House bill 


8413. 

Mr. CULLOM. I have been waiting for the morning business 
to be concluded, so that I might call up an appropriation bill; but 
we seem to be on the Calendar. 

Mr, BERRY. I hope the Senator from Illinois will not inter- 
pose. I ask leave to call up a bill which it will not take two min- 


utes to pass. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that the Senator 
from Illinois is entitled to recognition after the morning business 
is concluded, if he desires it. 


Mr. CULLOM. I will not interpose an objection to the bill the | 


Senator from Arkansas wishes to call up; but I wish to state 
while 1 am on the floor that the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial appropriation bill has been reported and is now ready for con- 
sideration. However, I understand that the Senator from Indiana 
[Mr. TurPIE] desires to take the floor immediately after the 
routine business, and I am disposed to give him the right of way 
for the purpose of making his address. I would not like to have 
the routine business continue all the morning by calling up bills 
from the Calendar. 


Mr. BERRY. Iask the unanimous consent of the Senate at | 


this time to proceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. 8413) 
to confirm certain cash entries of public lands. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information. 
The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That all entries of the public lands made under the pro- 
visions of the act entitled “An act to graduate and reduce the price of the 


public lands to actual settlers and cultivators,” approved August 4, 1854, | 


which are illegal and invalid because of the fact that the lands covered 
thereby had never been offered for sale, be, and the same are hereby, con- 
firmed, if, upon examination by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
the same are found to be otherwise regular and in compliance with said act 
and the acts supplemental thereto. 

oo 2. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict herewith are hereby re- 
pealed. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? 


There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the | 


Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EDWARD H. MUNSON, 


Mr. HAWLEY. I ask unanimous consent to call up for con- 
sideration the bill (H. R. 4199) te correct the military record of 
Edward H. Munson, late a private in Company H, Thirty-second 
New York Regiment of antry. It will not take two minutes 
to pass the bill. 

3y unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELECTRIC SUBWAYS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. COCKRELL. The joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating to 
the laying of electric subways in the District of Columbia, intro- 
duced by me and reported favorably from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia by its chairman yesterday, should receive 
immediate action. It is an important measure, and it is important 
that it should be acted upon at once. I ask that it may be now 
taken up and disposed of. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Missouri asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the joint 
resolution indicated by him. 

Mr. HILL. That measure will lead to considerable debate. I 
hope it will not be taken up now. 

he VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed to the re- 
quest of the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of Senate joint resolution No. 187. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will recognize the Senator 
from Missouri at the conclusion of morning business. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Very weil. 


PACIFIC RATLROADS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate, as 
a ae of the morning business, the resolution of the Senator from 
Alabaina [Mr. MorGan], coming over from a previous day. The 
resolution will be stated. 

The Secretary. A resolution directing the Committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire and report as to the default of the Central 
Pacific Railroad Company and the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany in the payment of bonds issued by the United States in aid 
of said roads. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution, 

Mr. MORGAN. Iask unanimous consent that the resolution 
may gv over without prejudice. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, it will be so 
ordered. 


DIVISIONAL LINE BETWEEN VENEZUELA AND BRITISH GUIANA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate 
the resolution of the Senator from South Dakota | Mr. Perricrew}, 
coming over from a previous day. The resolution will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. A resolution directing the Secretary of State 
to send to the Senate a statement of the proceedings of the com- 
mission appointed to investigate and report upon the true divisional 
line between the Republic of Venezuela and British Guiana, etc. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. As I do not find the resolution printed 
and on my desk, I ask to have it lie on the table until to-morrow 
morning, when I ghall call it up for disposition. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will 
be so ordered. The morning business is now concluded. 


ELECTRIC SUBWAYS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
| sideration of the joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating to the laying 
| of electric subways in the District of Columbia. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Missouri that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the joint resolution indicated by him. 

Mr. HILL. Let us have the joint resolution read first, before 
the motion is agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read. 
| The Secretary. A joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating to the 
| laying of electric subways in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. GRAY. I should like to have the joint resolution read at 
length. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution, as follows: 

Whereas it is provided by the act of June 11, 1896 (29 Stats., page 401), that 
no underground electric-lighting wires or conduits therefor shall be laid in 
the District of Columbia east of Rock Creek, excepting in the extension of 
| the existing electric-lighting service within certain specified territorial lim- 
its; and 

Whereas the Senate and House are both investigating, through their re- 
| spective Committees of the District of Columbia, the subject of the laying of 
electric subways in the streets, roads. avenues, and alleys of the District of 
Columbia, as recommended by the Commissioners of the said District in their 
letter of February 8, 1896, and as provided by Senate bill 2031 and House bill 
5920 accompanying said letter: Therefore, 

Resolved, etc., That until definite action is taken by Congress regarding the 
construction of said general subway system it shall be unlawful to open any 
streets, roads, avenues, or alleys in the District of Columbia for the purpose 
of laying electrical wires, cables, or conduits therein, excepting in the exten- 
sion of the existing electric-lighting service. within the territorial limits 
specified in said act: Provided, sowever, That in cases where the public inter- 
ests ghall, in the opinion of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, 
require an immediate extension of existing service permits may be issued 
therefor. and also for all necessary house connections, to the United States 
Electric Lighting Company in the territory lying east of Rock Creek, and to 
the Potomac Light and Power Company in the territory lying west of Rock 
Creek. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
| The joint resolution was reported yesterday from the Committce 
on the District of Columbia, I understand. Is there any report 
accompanying it? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There is no report, the Chair is ad- 
vised. - 

Mr. FAULKNER. There is no report. 

Mr. HILL. Isthereany amendment reported by the committee? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There is no amendment reported to 
the joint resolution. The question is on agreeing to the motion of 
the Senator from Missouri to proceed to its consideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of 

the Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If no amendment be proposed as in 
Committee of the Whole, the joint resolution will be reported to 
| the Senate. 








Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I desire to hear some reason why 
this extraordinary joint resolu ion should pass this body. 

Mr.COCKRELL. Well, Mr. President, there is nothing extraor- 
dinary about it. It gives upon its face a plain A BC statement 
of the reasons why the streets and alleys in the city of Washing- 
ton shall not be torn up at the will and pleasure of this or that 
person until Congress has passed upon the question and has deter- 
mined upon one subway in which all wires areto be placed. Con- 
gress is legislating upon that question. The two committees of 
the Senate and Houseon the District of Columbia have the matter 
before them, and at the last session we prohibited anything of this 
kind being done until those committees could act upon it. That 
is the object of the joint resolution. 

Mr. HILL. Will thedistinguished Senator from Missouri oblige 
me by pointing out the particular statute passed last year which 
prevented the very action which he is now seeking to prevent by 
this proposed legislation? If the act complained of is already pro- 
hibited, what is the necessity for this legislation? I pause for a 
reply. for a reply is appropriate at this particular time. 

hy, the very point involved is that there is no legislation which 
prevents this new company from doing precisely what it is doing 
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to-day, much to the gratification of the honest people of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Therefore it is no answer to my inquiry to say 
that the action now proposed to be stopped has already been 
legally stopped by previous legislation. 

Mr. President, I had hoped that we might have been presented 
something beyond the mere reading of the joint resolution to 
convince us that we ought to pass this measure. I had hoped, as 
there was no report from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia setting forth in detail the reasons for this extraordinary legis- 
lation, that some one might rise in his place and vouchsafe to 
honor us with a brief statement of the reasons for the passage of 
the joint resolution. 

The mere fact that when conduits are laid in the streets the 
streets are necessarily torn up is no argument why there should 
be no more electric lighting in the city of Washington. Accord- 
ing to the brief statement made here, we must stop this tearing 
up of our streets until somebody prepares a general system by 
which such improvement is to be done, and until Congress does 
so, there must be no more tearing up of the sacred soil of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. STEWART. Except by a particular company. 

Mr. HILL. Except bya particular monopoly—that is it—except 
by the monopoly which seems to have the ear of some of the com- 
mittees of this Senate. Ispeak plainly. I thank the Senator from 
Nevada for that suggestion. Are we to proceed to pass this joint 
resolution upon a theory which will not stand, upon a false theory, 
upon the mere bare suggestion that we are tearing up these streets; 
and therefore such tearing up must not be done? 

I assert as a proposition of law that this new company has a 

erfect legal right to do what it is now doing, the company which 
is called the Potomac Company, which dares to enter into compe- 
tition with the United States Electric Lighting Company. If 
there is no authority for what the Potomac Company is doing, the 
courts of this District are open to enjoinment at the instance of a 
committee of the Senate or at the instance of any taxpayer in this 
city. Why has notesome application been made to the courts to 
stop this improvement? I have in my humble residence in this 
city, opposite Lafayette Square, had to endure the miserable light 
which we have had in the park for the last two years, and this 
new company, which has now laid its conduits in front of that 
square, has inspired me with the hope that within a brief period 
we may be enjoying good light. But we are told that it shall not 
be done, and we are told that the mere fact that they are tearing 
up the streets is enough to make us hasten to stop it. Weare tol 


we have already prohibited it. Where is the law which declares 


that prohibition? 

Mr. President, what are the facts? The facts are that this whole 
question has been litigated in the courts of the District of Colum- 
bia, and those who are pressing this measure know it. No one 
knows it better than the United States Electric Lighting Company, 
because they were parties to the litigation. Some time ago that 
company, having, of course, the interests of the people of this city 
at heart, and not their own, sought to prevent this young and 
vigorous company from coming into competition with them in this 
city, and rushed into the courts to procure a permanent injunc- 
tion to stop the doing of this very work. I am not here to cast 
any improper reflections upon thisold monopoly. Of course they 
are acting for their own selfish interests and for their own good. 
They assume to be acting in the interests of the public, but they 
are looking for their own revenues. I never knew a monopoly 
yet which proceeded in the courts which did not assume to act in 
the public interests. But whether this company was acting in 
the public interests or not makes no difference to the question 
invoived. Whether they resorted to the courts for a proper or an 
improper purpose, the courts have decided the question in con- 
troversy. The courts decided that the new company had the right 
to proceed under existing law and lay down conduits. That liti- 
gation has been disposed of so far as the application for a tem- 
porary injunction is concerned. Ap has been made to the 
only tribunal competent to decide it, and it decided the question 
adversely totheold monopoly. Thenthe new company proceeded 
to lay down the conduits, and immediately we are told that the 
District of Columbia is going to ‘‘ rack and ruin,” because some- 
body other than this old monopoly is going to make some public 
improyement in this District. 

I have had some talk with citizens of this city, and I venfure the 
statement that they want competition; I venture the statement 
that they hail with delight my | opportunity which will give them 
additional Nene facilities; I venture the assertion that public 
opinion in this District is upon the side of this new company, 
which wants an opportunity to share in the electric-lighting busi- 
ness of this great city of 250,000 or 300,000 people. 

Therefore, Mr. President, continuing my argument, it is an idle 
plea, it is a silly plea, it is a babyish plea to say that we must pass 
this joint resolution, in the first place, because the new company 
are tearing up the streets of the city, and in the second place, it is 
an illogical argument, and a false and untrue argument, to say 
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that this new company is violating any existing law. That ques- 
tion has been determined adversely to the old monopoly and in 
favor of the new company. 

What is there about this? There is nothing to conceal about it. 
Why not tell the Senate a just what there is of it? That 
this new company have met with great difficulties in obtaining a 
foothold in this city is true. It is composed of active, vigorous, 
energetic young men. They hail from the city of New York, 
from my own State. They put their money into this business, and 
are anxious to do something to aid themselves and to help the 
people of this District. Ifthey are right, they should be sustained, 
They have met, of course, the persistent, the continuous opposi- 
tion of the old company, and last session, having some controversy 
in regard to this matter, certain legislation was put upon an appro- 
priation bill. The theory of this proposed legislation is that in 
some way outside assurances were given, some verbal assurances, 
to some members of the various committees, conference commit- 
tees or otherwise, whereby it was agreed by the new company 
that nothing should hereafter be done until the Congress of the 
United States should provide a general system of subways in this 
city. When is that tobe done? Echo answers, When? Whohas 
recently introduced a bill for that purpose in this Senate, and 
where is there a bill for that purpose introduced in the other 
House? What bill upon this subject is any committee consider- 
ing? I pause for a reply. 

fr. FAULKNER. As the Senator pauses for a reply, I will 
state to him that there is a bill before a subcommittee of. the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, who expect to have a meeting 
on it to-day, I think. 

Mr. HILL. When was it introduced? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I think at the last session of Congress. It 
was a bill drawn by one of the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia, Mr. Truesdell. 

Mr. HILL. Iam glad of that information, for it throws some 
light upon the question. When is the committee likely to report? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I think it would be absolutely impossible 
for me to answer that question. I hope they will report during 
the present session, and I hope the bill will be cue into a law 
during this session. 

Mr. HILL. Mr.President.sofarsogood. The bill had attracted 
so little attention in the various discussions preliminary to this 

matter that I was not informed there had been’such‘a bill intro- 
duced. Nothing could be of more importance than that bill if one 

| is to be passed—I put it, if one is to be passed. If the committee 

| had given as much attention to that general subway bill as they 
have given to the effort to stop the Potomac Company from going 
on with those conduits, we could have had a bill here and been 
discussing it at this very hour. 

Mr. BACON. I will state that I am a member of the subcom- 
mittee to which that bill has been referred, and the criticism of 
the Senator from New York is not just. In order that what I say 
may have its full force, I desire to say to the Senator that I agree 
with him as to the propriety of permitting the present action by 
the Potomac Company, although I do not propose to antagonize 
the committee further than by my vote, as I am in the minority. 

Mr. HILL. To what committee does the Senator refer? 

Mr. BACON. The Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The regulation of all the details and the determining of what 

| powers shall be granted to a company which may be a general 

| subway company are exceedingly difficult. The subcommittes 

| has had repeated meetings, and will have others. I desire that 

| the imputation shall at least not rest upon the subcommittee that 

| there is any indisposition to make a prompt report in this matter. 
For myself, I heartily favor it. Iam in favor of a general sub- 
way system. In the meantime,I repeat, I am in favor of per- 
mitting the present Potomac —_ Company to on with its 
work. I only state that fact in order that my disclaimer of undue 
delay on the part of the subcommittee may not be misconstrued 
or lack anything of its full weight. 

Mr. TILLMAN. If the Senator will allow me, I should like to 
ask some member of that committee to tell us whether the present 
er mene the one that has the monopoly, will continue laying its 
wires whether you report or not? 

Mr. BACON. Ido not understand the question. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Isthere not already in existence on this side of 
Rock Creek an electric-light company which has permission to lay 
— without waiting for — committee to rt or act? 

Mr. BACON. That would lead me into a general discussion of 
this matter. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Answer the question, yes or no. 

Mr. BACON. I decline to answer yes or no. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Ofcourse you are at liberty to answer in your 
own way. 

Mr. BACON. I will say that this matter is ly, if not alto- 
gether, proceeding under the control of the District Commission- 
ers. I merely rose for the p of setting the subcommittee 
right as to the statement made by the Senator from New York. 
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Now, to put me upon the stand to be catechised as to what is the 


law of the District in regard to all these matters of subways is 
hardly proper, when the Senator from New York is on the floor 
discussing the matter, and the question of the Senator from South 
Carolina can not be answered yes orno. I decline toanswer now. 

Mr. TILLMAN. I only hope that somebody will answer yes or 
no the proposition contained in this joint resolution to the effect 
that somebody has the privilege of doing this very thing while you 
gentlemen are considering whether you will report on the general 
subway question or not. 

Mr. L. Iwill inform the Senator from South Carolina that 
the object is to let this old company go on and prevent the new 
company from doing anything. That is apparently the scheme. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HILL. I can not enter into a joint debate now. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Will the Senator yield to me a moment? 

Mr. HILL. Not at present. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I simply wanted to say there is neither 
trick nor device nor scheme in it. 

Mr. HILL. Then somebody ought to be able to explain these 
things as they arise. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The Senator has not permitted us. We 
will do it in our time. 

Mr. HILL. Twice I stopped for an answer to pertinent inqui- 
ries, and I received no answer to respectful and proper questions, 
which were put to elicit information. 

Mr. GALLINGER. If the Senator will permit me to say so, 
he will get all the answers he desires on this question before he 
gets —— 

Mr. HILL. Very vay 

Mr. GALLINGER. e Senator will get all he desires. 

Mr. HILL. But when Senators say this new compan 
ceeding illegally, I ask them to point out wherein it has n so 
proceeding, and Senators remain silent. I will stop right here 
and let the Senator from New Hampshire explain wherein this 
company is violating any existing law, if he can explain. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Mr. President, I do not propose to explain 
just now. The Senator can proceed to make his speech in his own 
time and in his own way, but if he will be kind enough not to 
impute dishonorable motives to the members of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia and to other Senators, he will be keeping 
within the rules of the Senate. 

Mr. HILL. I shall try to keep within the rules of the Senate, 
but it would not violate the rules of the Senate to have some one 
explain wherein this new com ef is violating the law. If it 
would, the rules of the Senate should be amended.. 

Mr. President, I do not know of any good reason why this new 
company should wait until a general system of subways for this 
entire District shall be perfected, if, under existing law, this com- 
pany have the right to put in the new conduits that they are now 
putting in. They are limited in number, and it would not bank- 
rupt the city and would not bankrupt the othercompany. There- 
fore I can not see any reason for the undue haste and zeal with 
which this matter is pushed. 

There seems to be an idea that nobody has a right to enter the 
District of Columbia and compete with any old established insti- 
tution. I hold in my hand an argument, an “oral on el 
printed—how that can be I do not know, but it is probably an 
oral argument delivered before a committee and subsequently 
printed. Itis headed, ‘‘ Oral argument ”—and it is printed in good 
style—‘‘of Col. A. T. Britton,” whom I know very well, a very 
able lawyer and a good citizen of this city—as counsel for the 
United States Electric Lighting Company. It is oral, although it 
is a printed argument, by ‘‘ Colonel” A. T. Britton. Of course, 
the old saying is ‘‘ once a colonel, always a colonel,” and it seems 
to be necessary even for alawyer to beacolonel. The “Colonel” 
seems to realize that there has been a litigation, but others here 
in this Senate do not seem to be aware of the fact that there has 
been a litigation, in which the old company has been worsted, and 
Colonel Britton takes thirty-two to explain how the old com- 
pany came to be beaten—an explanation which does not explain. 
At the close of his argument there is this statement: 

We nities for affairs connected with 
ourasteectn this Disk strict rele aan tent eens that a ee 
of our own ownership, built up through all the hard and t times of ex- 

erimental electric lighting, and one the first to Senese the way under the 
irection of Congress in the matter of underground conduits, and which is in 


full position, with plant and equipment far in excess of the present demands 


upon it; able to do with its present plant at least double its present work— 


it really seems to us that it should be preferred in the matter of electric light- 
ing of this District to a lot of outside people. 
Here it is openly avowed that ‘‘ outside people” must be kept 
out, and insiders be given the preference. 
is the milk in the cocoanut; that is the motive; that is the 
scheme; that is the device to which I allude. You must be one 
of the ‘oldest inhabitants” in order to be able to compete for 
electric lighting in this city. You must have lived here, and your 
and your grandfathers must have lived here, before you 


is pro- 


can be ~~ upon the same plane with the old and existing monop- 
olies which have built themselves up in this city, with or without 
the favoritism of Congress. 

I do not take much stock, Mr. President, in ancient things just 
because they are ancient. This city belongs to the whole United 
States. There is no citizenship per se here, if I may use that ex- 

ression. Every citizen of the United States has a right to come 

ere with equal privileges, to compete honestly and fairly in all 
the enterprises that aortiaies to this great capital city, and we are 
not to be met with the argument that ‘outside people” should 
not be allowed to come in, and that a preference shall be given 
to the ‘‘old hangers-on” who have grown rich out of the fran- 
chises obtained from this District and selfishly want to keep 
out the people whom they call ‘‘ outsiders,” the citizens of New 
York and elsewhere, who come here and who have the same right 
to help build up this great city as the sons and daughters of the 
old residents in this part of the country—‘‘ colonels ” and other- 
wise. 

I have not time to review all of the able argument of Colonel 
Britton, but the Colonel understands this question pretty well 
after all. This joint resolntion looks as though it had been intro- 
duced in the interest of the public welfare. Whatis the head- 
note of this argument on the face of this elegantly bound book? 
It is as follows: 


Oral ar ent of Col. A. T. Britton upon behalf of the United States 


Electric Lighting Company, and stating its position in advocacy of the Cock- 
rell Senate resolution. 

Colonel Britton understands that this is a contest between the 
two companies, and he is counsel for one of them. He submits 
an argument, not in the public interest, but in the interest of his 
client, this particular corporation. I do not know who was heard 
before the Committee on the District of Columbia. I do not care 
to repeat some things which have been said to me about it. This 
debate as it has proceeded has thrown light upon the subject, 
but there was no mention yesterday that anybody dissented from 
this report; the fact was very carefully concealed or inadvertently 
omitted. The distinguished Senator from Georgia [Mr. Bacon] 
just a moment ago said that he favored the Potomac Company 
being permitted to go on, but when that report was presented 
here yesterday there was not a word of dissent from any member 
of the committee. 

Mr. President, I was here the other day and heard the few re- 
marks upon this subject from his seat of that member of the District 
Committee, the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Harris], now absent. 
He is as familiar with the affairs of the District of Columbia, I 
think, as any other Senator around this circle. Is there a single 
member of this committee authorized to state that the Senator 
from Tennessee favors this joint resolution? Notone. Ido not 
desire this resolution finally disposed of in his absence. I prefer 
to hear his views upon this subject; and he has decided views, 
He has been called away on account of the sickness of his wife, 
He is a leading member of this committee who could throw some 
light upon this subject. Sir, I think I hazard nothing in stating 
that he is most earnestly opposed to this joint resolution. Yester- 
day it was made to appear—lI say ‘‘ made to appear,” but perhaps 
that is not the proper expression; it did appear, apparently, from 
the report that it was unanimous. Noone so stated, but where 
nothing is said when such a report is made it might be assumed 
that the report was unanimous. The distinguished Senator from 
Georgia virtually dissents, and I think at least one other member 
does not approve of the report. 

I think that this resolution ought not to pass for another reason. 
I regret that by reason of the situation here in the District of 
Columbia Congress necessarily has to be a sort of common coun- 
cil for this District. I would ane as little to do with the details 
of this matter as possible if I could have my way. I would leave 
as much discretion as is proper and feasible to the District Com- 
missioners. I would not have grave Senators discussing every 
little detail of a dirty conduit, as to whether or not it shall go 
along a particular street. I donot think we should bother our- 
selves with the little details of municipal government. We have 
Commissioners appointed by the President and confirmed by the 
Senate, Ithink. A Senator on my right, who is pretty good au- 
oot) says they are confirmed by the Senate. They are pre- 
sumed to be men of. capacity, ability, honesty. They are old resi- 
dents here of the District, probably having been brought up here. 
They know all about the city, its ins and outs. . They should have 
as much discretion as possible in regard to the management of the 
local affairs of the District. Every time a little ditch is tobe dug 
in this great city, are we to have a joint resolution introduced? 
Are we to debate it and discuss it, and to overrule the District Com- 
missioners because we think it ought not to be done? We have 
the power to doit. I think it is an unwise procedure for us to 
attempt to review all the minor acts of the officials of the District 
of Columbia. 


Now, are they, too, violatingany law? No. Point it outif you 
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can. I havealready said that the Potomac Company is not violat- 
ing any law, and I have challenged contradiction of that state- 
ment. I have already said that if the Potomac Company is violat- 
ing any law, go to the courts. But you have been in the courts 
and you have been beaten. Now, if the Commissioners are vio- 
lating any law, go to the courts and restrain them. But they are 
not violating any law. They approve of the action of the Potomac 
Company. They see no objection to it. They see no wrong in 
what is being done. They believe it is a proper and legitimate 
exercise of existing authority, an improvement proper to be made, 
with which Congress ought not at this time to interfere. 

Mr. VEST. ay I ask the Senator from New York a question? 

Mr. HILL. Certainly. 

Mr. VEST. I understood the Senator to make the statement— 

ssibly Iam wrong—that the Potomac Company, as he calls it, 

as now, under existing law, the right to tear up the streets when- 
ever it thinks it proper todo so. Does that authority exist under 
its charter right? 

Mr. HILL. The Senator will excuse me. 

Mr. VEST. I beg pardon. 

Mr. HiLL. No, sir; I did not say it. 

Mr. VEST. What is the existing law, then, in regard to the 
rights of that company? 

Mr. HILL. It has a right under the authority of the District 
Commissioners to lay down these particular conduits. 

Mr. VEST. But the Commissioners can prevent it from doing 
so if they see proper? . 

Mr. HILL. They can. But the Commissioners, in the exercise 
of their judgment, having carefully considered the matter, have 
seen fit to decide that it 1s in the public interest that the work 
shall go on; and we are asked to review the action of those Com- 
missioners. We are asked to take up the time that should be 
devoted, as my friend the Senator from Florida |Mr. Cau] 
would probably say, to the discussion of the Cuban question, to 
the discussion of the question of tariff or of revenue, to the dis- 
cussion of the arbitration question, or some of the important and 
vital subjects which ought to occupy the attention of this body. 
But we are here now to discuss the great question whether a few 
condvits shall be laid under a few streets in the District of 
Columbia. 

Abolish yourCommissioners, if you have no confidence in them. 
The newspapers stated the other day—they are not always reli- 
able, but still we can get a good deal of information from them— 
that the Commissioners were going to be impeached. That was 
the first thing to do. When a public official does not do some- 
thing that certain men think he ought to do, immediately they 
vent their indignation by saying: *‘ Well, we will impeach him.” 
It was said immediately that the Commissioners of the District 
were to be impeached for this high-handed outrage which the 
courts have sustained. A few days have elapsed, and we do not 
hear so much about the impeachment proceedings as we did. 
That has apparently blown over. 

We come right back tothe question, What is the precise ground 
upon which we are to act? 

Whereas the Senate and the House are both investigating— 

I ask my friend the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. Fau.x- 
NER] what bill is before the House on the question of subways? 

Mr.FAULKNER. Idonot feel it necessary for me to pass upon 
that question. The records of the House are open to the Senator 
from New York, and if he desires, he can investigate the matter 
for himself. All we bave to do is to attend to our business in the 
Senate. 

Mr. HILL. If we attend to our strict, legitimate business, it | 
will keep us busy. My friend the Senator from West Virginia 
is hardly fair to the Senate. Of course he has a right to decline 
to answer any question, but being familiar with this matter as a 
member of the committee that with eagerness or with reluctance, 
I do not know or care which, reported the joint resolution which 
declares upon its face that the other House is investigating the 
question, i think he might have informed us whether there is a 
bill on this subject pending before the other House. 

Mr. FAULKNER. If the Senator from New York will permit 
me, I will state that when a joint resolution drawn up by so dis- 
tinguished and careful a Senator as the Senator from Missouri 
[ Mr, CocKRELL] asserts something as a fact in its preamble, he 
ought to give credit to it unless he can overthrow the statement 
by showing that the author of the joint resolution is mistaken. 

Mr. HILL. It-may be true that the other House is investigat- 
ing the matter withoat any bill being before it. All that the joint 
resolution recites is— 
ahaa the Senate and House are both investigating * * * the sub- 

of, Stc. 

‘That does not show that there has been a bill introduced which 
is pending before the other House. Oh, no; the answer is begging 
the question; it is quibbling, with all due respect to the Senator 
from West Virginia. I do not know whether there is a biil pend- 
ing in the other House, although I have been informed that there 


I did not say that. 
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is no such bill. Ican ascertain, of course, by inquiry. I can do 
that, and I think I will be informed as to Us fact. Deswuns thors 
is no monopoly yet as to the bills of the two Houses. Any mem- 
ber of wrt aes has the right, at least yet, to apply for and get 

y of a bill. 


en this report is to be made does not appear, but the joint 
resolution says: 


That until definite action is taken by Con; regarding the construction 
of said general subway system, it shall be unlawful te open any streets, roads, 
avenues, or alleys in the District of Columbia for the purpose of laying elec- 
trical wires, cables, or conduits therein, excepting in the extension of the 
existing electric-lighting service. 


In whose interest is that provision? It is in the interest of the 
old company,in the main. It may extend its conduits indefinitely 
if the Commissioners see fit, but those of the new company can 
not be laid. 

A little more electric lighting in this city would do no injury, 
I do not go out very much at night, but still I find that I do get a 
little confused in trying to cross some of the squares which are 
pooety lighted. I donot know who isto blame for it, but I always 

and on the wrong side of the square or the street, and I insist 
upon it, nearsighted as I am, that we ought to have more electric 
igh 


lights. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Will the honorable Senator yield to me 
for a moment? 

Mr. HILL. Certainly. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I desire to ask the Senator from New York 
if he is aware of the fact that the number of lights is absolutely 
regulated by law passed by the Congress of the United States? 

Mr. HILL. No; lam not aware of it. I would leave a little 
something to the District Commissioners. I would not monopo- 
lize everything for the Senate and the House. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The Commissioners can not, of course, go 
beyond the amounts of money appropriated by Congress for this 


"o. HILL. That is all right, but I would not wey in an act 
of Congress just precisely every electric light. I would not regu- 
late the place where such light should be put. You have the right 
to do it, of course. Congress can regulate the materials which 
shall be used; Congress may designate the precise corner where 
the light shall be placed. I should like to have one in front of 
where I live. Per Re there are lights in front of the residences 
of other Senators. I. however, would leave something to the discre- 
tion of the District Commissioners, so far as we can. I think we 
should have better government. I object toso much special legis- 
lation for the District of Columbia. If we have in our system of 
government three Commissioners appointed by the President and 
confirmed by the Senate, the best men in the District of Columbia 
should be selected, and probably such men have been inted. 
I would vest in them all the discretion that is reasonable and 
roper, and I think I would trust them to put in two or three extra 
fights without having the matter limited and specified by act of 
Congress framed by the most dignified re body upon earth. 
Mr.GALLINGER. If the Senator will permit me again, I will 


state that I did not mean to say, and I do not think the Senator 
could have understood me as saying, that Congress determines 
precisely where an electric light shall be placed. What I meant 
to say was that Congress makes an appropriation of money for 
this purpose, and acting under the direction of Congress the Com- 
missioners place the lights up to the limit of the ropriation. 
If the Senator can persuade them to put a light in front of his 
residence, that is all right. 

Mr. HILL. Oh, Mr. President—— 

Mr. GALLINGER. But this new company will not va 
lights except under the appropriations of Congress paying them 
for that service. 

Mr. HILL. Of course all the moneys for the control and man- 
agement of the affairs of this city must come through Congress. 

ey must come from appropriations, and of course the Commis- 

sioners can not exceed the appropriations. Thatisall right. No- 
body disputes that proposition. But the point is that I would 
limit the Commissioners and restrict them as little as possible. 
I think it might be desirable to have electric lights from another 
ee I would give the privilege to the District Commission- 
ers toal a to enter this District. I would break 
up the existing monopoly, if I could, in the interest of free com- 

tition. 
a TILLMAN. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Viiasin the chair). Does 
the Senator from New York yield to the Senator from South 
Carolina? 

Mr. HILL. Certainly. 

Mr. TILLMAN. I should like to have information from some- 
body who can give it as to whether these com are going to 
supply electric light only for the city or are oe private 
houses and let some of us who are now ill-smelling 
gas get electric lights where we live. 
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Mr. HILL. 
are now being put down, and about whi 
are for public lighting; that it is not to interfere at pres- 
ent with the existing monopoly of the old company in regard to 
private lights, as I have been informed. 

Mr. LMAN. In other words, they will not allow youto buy 
electricity from any other company than the one on this side of 

e creek? 

i. HILL. My friend the Senator from South Carolina reaches 
his conclusions pretty accurately and pretty quickly. 

The joint resolution provides— 

Ths ion is taken © construction 
of cil general subway item, it ae codeotdl teaseeay streets, roads, 
avenues, or alleys in ict of Columbia for the purpose of laying elec- 


trical wires, cables, or conduits therein, excepting in the extension of the 
existing electric-lighting service within th 


the territorial limits specified in said 
act 
roviso. That is a pretty broad prohibition. 


I understand that the new lights for which conduits 


all this fuss is made, 


Then comes the 
You have not confidence enough in your Commissioners to allow 
them to permit the new company to extend its conduits a single 
foot. That they may be permitted to extend the others is fairly 
discernible from the terms of the joint resolution. 

Is there not an existing appropriation under which the new 
company have a right to receive some of this electric lighting? I 
wish to read the first clause of the preamble of the joint resolution: 

Whereas it is provided by the act of June 11, 1896 (29 Stats., 401) 
that no underground electric-lighting wires or conduits therefor shal be laid 
in the District of Columbia east of Rock Creek, excepting in the extension of 
the existing electric-lighting service within certain specified territorial 
limits. 

What is the effect of that? Are we to vote for the joint resolu- 
tion just upon reading it, with no explanation vouchsafed? 
have as much confidence in the committees of this body as has 
any other Senator, but committees sometimes make mistakes. 
Committees are not alwaysaccurate, and when no Senator vouch- 
safes to give us. a single word of explanation as to the joint resolu- 
tion, seemingly expecting us to vote for it just because it has 
been reported, I have a right, sir, to comment upon some of the 
peculiar features of the jomt resolution, and in so doing I cast 
no reflections upon the distinguished Senator who is its author. 
A more painstaking, capable, or honorable man does not sit in 
this body, but he ip Suen: he is subject to the same prejudices 
that exist with other Senators. We therefore have a right to 
consider his joint resolution, and when he himself vouchsafes no 
explanation of it, I think we have a right to debate the question 
until somebody comes forward here and explains the reasons, 
legal or otherwise, why this thing should be done. 

My friend the Senator from Missouri, with the earnestness and 
impetuosity which characterizes a young man like himself, rather 
resented the idea that I should call this an ‘“ extraordinary” 
joint resolution. There was no reflection upon anybody intended 
in that statement. Is it not extraordinary? I think when the 
debate shall have proceeded we shall be told that an extraordinary 
situation is presented which calls for extraordinary action. It is 
not an ordinary — resolution. It is not ordinary legislation. 
It is unusual; it is extraordinary. 

Mr. President, I have been reminded by my friend the Senator 
from West Virginia [Mr. FAULKNER] that we ought not to talk 
about House bills and House action. There are two sides to this 

uestion. No one knows it better than my friend the Senator 

rom West Virginia. I have talked with the members of the 

House who were its conferees upon this subject; but I suppose I 
must not repeat what they said. This joint resolution is going to 
have hard sledding before it becomes a law. No one knows it 
better than these gentlemen. Without going into the details of 
what we have heard about conference committees, I will state that 
there is a misunderstanding—I think I state it accurately— 
between the House and the Senate in regard to this question. I 
am not to take my conception of duty from some understandings 
had between conference committees, not reduced to writing. 

I hold im my hand a letter from the president of the new com- 
pany, the Potomac Company, in which he goes on to give his ver- 
sion of certain things that took place when, last spring, we were 
preparing the appropriation bills here. I do not think it neces- 
sary to read the letter here now, because nobody has all any 
misunderstandi The proposed legislation is put right upon 
the broad ground that, ana some time or other there is going 
to be a general system of subways, therefore, until that millen- 
nium day shall come, we shall not havea single extension of a foot 
of electric lighting in this city by the new company. That is the 
froposities. How long is the old company to have a monopoly? 

ny knows. You propose to stop every work of this kind 
until the two Houses have agreed upon more general islation 
upon this subject. Would it not be better to invest the is- 
Sioners of the District with the power to give each of these com- 
oe Ge right to extend its conduits within reasonable limits? 

hat is the objection to it? I do not know of any. I can not 


Renators ny they expect the bill will be eeported andl passed at 


the present session. Has the Senator from West Virginia for- 
that we have already agreed to consider the Nicaraguan 
anal bill? And he knows as well asI do whatis implied by that 
fact. Extensive debate, elaborate argument; day a day con- 
sumed in the discussion of that question. How is the subway bill 
to be passed if there is formidable opposition to it? Yet the joint 
resolution proposes a perpetual stay of proceedings. It is a bar 
for all time against the laying of a single foot of electric-light 
wires by this new and enterprising company hailing from New 
York or hailing from Nebraska or hailing from Indiana or where- 
ever it comes from. Yet I am reminded that I must not call the 
joint resolution an extraordinary one. It is a simple, ordinary 
resolution, introduced to stop all electric lighting in this city 
except by one company, and that company may go on and extend 
its lines. That is all. 

Mr. President, I do not like the joint resolution. That is evi- 
dent from what I havesaid. Before the joint resolution shall pass, 
I should like to have some statement frum the District of Colum- 
bia Commissioners as to what they think about it. I have not the 
honor of an acquaintance with a single member of that commis- 
sion. I will go a little further and say that not a single man in 
theemploy of the District Commissioners wasever appointed upon 
my solicitation, strange as that may seem. I care httle about the 
Commissioners; I am under no obligations to them; but if they are 
charged with the management of the affairs of the District of 
Columbia they ought to be treated respectfully; and I thik before 
we enter upon this extraordinary legislation we should have some 
communication from the Commissioners giving the reasons for 
their action in allowing a few additional conduits to be lad. Such 
a — should be presented for the consideration of the Senate. 

I know it has been said that the new company is proceeding 
with undue haste. I have not been very long m the District, but 
I have noticed some of the public works that have been carried 
on, and I venture to say that if this work is to be done at all 
nobody should object because it is done immediately. Almost like 
magic have these conduits been put down, with the least possible 
discomfort to the people. The trench is dug for a certain distance 
and the conduits laid in a day. They have done what few men 
in tearing up the streets of the city ever have done. They clear 
up everything behind them and leave the street in perfect shape. 

ever has any work been performed, if you say with greater 
rapidity, Isay with better public satisfaction. Yesterday I rode 
up onone of the street cars here, and | heard citizens discussing the 
question among themselves and complimenting the Potomac offi- 
cials for the rapidand therough manner in which they had utilized 
the streets: that is, with the least public inconvenience possible, 
filling up the trenches which had been dug and leaving the streets 
absolutely in as good condition as before. Public work always 
should be performed promptly. The streets should not be encum- 
bered by great piles of material. This company, above all others 
that I have noticed for five years, has performed its work faith- 
fully and well, so that scarcely a day elapses after the digging of 
a trench before the whole street is capable of being occupied by 
vehicles. 

So, Mr. President, upon any ground upon which you can con- 
sider this joint resolution it ought not to be passed. Let me sum- 
marize what I had the honor of saying: First, the statement that 
this company is violating law is not true; second, the statement that 
the Commissioners are violating law is not true; third, the qnes- 
tion has been litigated in the courts and decided against the old 
company; and fourth, we should leave this question to th» Com- 
missioners, largely to be determined by their discretion. The 
passage of the pending joint resolution is a virtual reflection upon 
the discretion of the Commissioners vested with the control of this 
matter. 

I am not willing, sir, to vote for a measure that condemns pub- 
lic officials unless some Senator can point out the precise line of 
the statute that they have violated. I think I have been one of 
those, since I have been in the Senate, who have not hastily en- 
tered upon investigations simply because there was a clamor. I 
do not believe in holding up the Commissioners of this District, 
orany other body of men or public officials, toscorn, to criticisin, or 
in reversing their action, unless I can have pointed out to me what 
statute they are violating, what particular discretion they are 
abusing, what power they are manipulating for some wrongful 
purpose. It is not sufficient for me that it may be said a commit- 
tee or two committees of this body want this measure passed, and 
therefore we should pass it. I am not willing to surrender my 
judgment as a Senator to the keeping of any committee and lend 
my support to the pending measure unless it can be shown by 
argument other than the mere presentation of the bill itself that 
we ought to vote for it. Otherwise, Mr. President, we all would 
surrender to committees the discretion properly vested in us here 
as Senators. 

T have already referred to the fact that this was largely a fight 
between two electric-light companies; that one company has got 
the ear of the committees of this body and the other has not. 
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That of itself may be unfortunate for the company that is left out 
in the cold. I hold in my hand a statement of the Potomac Com- 

yany which has just been sent tome. Itisastatement, respectful 
in form, dated January 19,1897. It is addressed to the Senate and 
House of Representatives. 

We respectfully submit the following statement, and beg that unfavorable 
action may be taken by you upon Senate resolution No. 187. 

It is signed by Mr. O. P. Crosby, president of the Potomac Elec- 
tric Power Company; and here is an elaborate statement giving 
all the reasons why the joint resolution ought not to pass. I do 
not propose at this time to detain the Senate by reading it, but no 
Senator ought to vote for the joint resolution until he has heard 
both sides. No Senator should be in haste to pass the joint reso- 
lution simply because some committee wants it passed.- 1f men 
have come here from abroad and have had the sikonsery to place 
their money in public improvements in this city, they have a right 
to be heard before it shall be confiscated. Whatis the joint reso- 
lution? It virtually is a confiscation of the property and money 
of this new company. The two companies are not placed upon 
an equality. One is given more privileges than the other. I 
stand here asking for fair play, for equal rights, no matter 
whether the men were born in the District of Columbia, or, un- 
fortunately, born in the city of New York. If you once establish 
the principle that "men of capital are not invited here, are not 
wanted here, they of course will refuse to come. 

Mr. President, that would be a bad principle and a vicious policy 
and a narrow-minded course. I trust the time will never céme 
when the Senate, by the passage of resolutions of this character, 
will indorse the statements contained in the brief of Colonel Brit- 
ton, that those here in power who have the monopoly should be 
preferred against outsiders. 

Why, sir, ee the recent campaign the distinguished candi- 
date for the Presidency on the Democratic side was criticised by 
some people because in a jocular or semihumorous way he had 
spoken of the ‘‘enemy’s country.” The criticism was farfetched 
in the light in which he spoke; in the connection with which he 
used those words there was nothing especially objectionable in 
them. 

Mr. President, it is indeed true that no part of our common 
country is the ‘‘enemy’s country.” Thatistrue. But no part of 
this country, especially no part of this little municipality (10 miles 
square) belongs exclusively to a few people, so that outsiders have 
no business here. 

Mr. President, not only should there be competition, legitimate 
and proper, in electric lights, but there should be competition in 
everything in this capitalcity. Thereshould be competition in all 
the things that concern the happiness of the people of this District. 
This Government can afford to pay for the best of everything. 
The people of this District who assemble here, especially those 
who ne here during each winter season, who are residents here 
in the winter time, and are also Senators and Representatives, 
have a right to have the best lights, the best water, the best gas, 
the best streets, the best government that is to be found anywhere. 
I do not intend to discuss the question as to whether the people 
here should have the elective franchise, because I want to confine 
myself strictly to the pending joint resolution. 

Mr. President, the system of our government for the District of 
Columbia will permit the best government, if it is properly admin- 
istered. But you can not have good government if every time a 
street is torn up you are to have a bill introduced in Congress to 
stop it. Ias abieater do not want to be a sewer commissioner of 
this city. I do not want to bearoadinspector. I do not want to 
have thrust upon me duties which are inconsistent with those that 
pertain to the dignified office of Senator of the United States; and 
therefore I would leave to the District Commissioners the fullest 
possible discretion. 

Mr. President, I have said that I did not intend to put in evi- 
dence at this time the statement of the president of the Potomac 
Light Company, nor do I care about reading the letter of the 
president in regard to the understanding or the misunderstanding 
that was had last spring about proposed legislation, because until 
that branch of the subject has been touched it would not be ger- 
mane. Iam here to say, in conclusion, that the joint resolution 
is extraordinary; I am here to say that it violates the rights of 
the: new company; I am here to say that it is in the interest, 
whether intended or not, of the old company. I mean to say that 
it is in the interest of a monopoly against which the people of this 
city have long contended. I say itis based upon a wrong spirit, 
a narrow spirit, such as has been exhibited in the brief that I have 
read here. It will do more to retard the progress of your Dis- 
trict, it will do more to retard public improvements, it will do 
more to constitute a pernicious precedent, than any other piece of 
legislation that can be enacted. 

r. PresiCent, having said this much, I will yield to anyone 
else who desires to discuss this question, simply saying that I think 
the joint resolution is a mistake. I cast no reflections upon the 
comiittee that reported it. I presume they gave both sides a 
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hearing. I have not been advised in regard to that matter, | 
ask my friend from West Virginia whether that is true? 

Mr. FAULKNER. ' It is true. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator answers that it was done. I do not 
wish, of course, to interrogate him against his will, but I would 
simply ask whether it was not understood that there was to be q 
further hearing? 

Mr. FAULKNER. _If the Senator from New York has finished 
talking against time, I will then take the floor and answer, I think 
all the questions he wants answered as to the facts. Of course [ 
can not follow him in the line he has taken as to language, nor 
make any insinuations similar to those which he has indulged in; 
but in other respects I will try to present the facts to the Senate 
on which the committee acted. 

Mr. HILL. What is there about this question, Mr. President, 
that is so ticklish? What is there about it that Senators are so 
sensitive upon, when Lask a respectful question as to whether there 
was not possibly an understanding that there was to be a further 
hearing upon the bill (a matter which occurs every few days in 
regard to a bill) that we should not have a frank answer? I do 
not understand it, Mr. President. Itis beyond my comprehension 
that there should be so much sensitiveness displayed in regard to 
this matter. I assume that the committee intended to be fair; [ 
am willing to assume that they have been fair from their stand- 

int; but I did understand that those connected with it were to 

ave some further hearing in regard to this matter, if adverse 
action against the Potomac Company was to be taken. I may be 
informed properly or I may not be. I may be mistakenin regard 
to it. Itis certain, Mr. President, that if there was not a fulland 
complete hearing, if there was to bea further hearing which has 
not been had, we at least can have that hearing here, because 
before we are through with this question it ought to be discussed 
in all its bearings. Whilemyfriendfrom West Virginia unkind! 
suggests that I have been talking against time, I confess that 
have been talking, Mr. President, against a joint resolution that 
is ill timed. Perhaps that is what he means. Sir, I would talk 
any length of time that I might deem necessary to defeat it, or at 
least to prevent its passage until every Senator around this circle 
should understand precisely what the joint resolution means. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New York 
will please suspend. 

Mr. HILL. I will — Mr. President, for to-day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of 2 o’clock having 
arrived, it is the duty of the Chair to lay before the Senate the 
unfinished business, which is Senate bill 3247. 


MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA, 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill (8S. 3247) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act 
to incorporate the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua,” ap- 
proved February 20, 1889. 

Mr. TURPIE. Mr. President, the opposition we make to the 
pending bill is not founded on any hostility to the project of the 
isthmian canal by the Nicaraguaroute. Weare earnestly in favor 
of an American canal under Araerican control, meaning thereby 
acanal built and owned by the people and Government of the 
United States and under the control of the Congress and President 
of the great Republic. 

The isthmian canal, sir, is a great design, worthy of this age and 
of this Government—the crown of thisage. It pu to remove 


| the Straits of Magellan thousands of miles to the north, to erase 


from the ocean sailing charts the tedious and prolonged voyage 
around the Horn, to sever and divide those grand divisions of the 
earth’s surface, North and South America, and yet, sir, to make 
them more adjacent, to weld them in closer union and with a more 
binding tie than they have ever been before. 

The consummation of this enterprise, so long desired, so long 
expected, meets the favor of every statesman, of every citizen of 
the world within the bounds of civilization. It is because we 
favor, because we earnestly fayor, the construction and comp!le- 
tion of the isthmian canal by the Nicaragua route that we are 
opposed to letting it go into the hands of a private corporation, 
the beneficiary of this bill, an insolvent corporation without 
means, without money, without credit, an association, sir, already 
clothed with the left-handed prestige of failure, whose further 
connection with this great enterprise must assuredly lead to its 
disastrous defeat. 

The completion and successful navigation of an isthmian canal 
has been an ideal conception for two hundred and —ever 
since this hemisphere has been the site of settled and permanent 
European colonization. The “a has been common to the 
countries and the people of both North and South America. It 
has been a conception heretofore like that which prevailed in the 
period of Columbus with respect to —r India by sailing con- 
tinually to.the west. It has been an ideal conception like that 
which prevailed in a later period with respect to a northwest pas- 
sage to Asia. It has been an ideal conception like that w 
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prevails even now with respect to the exploration, the discovery 
and the actual occupancy by human footfall of the North Pole o 
he planet. 

: It bas, however, passed out of the sphere of mere ideal concep- 
tion. It has made the attempt and passed beyond that line into 
the line of a project tentative and experimental and actual upon 
certain contin and limitations. There is nothing new in the 
designitself. There is nothing newin the N mene route. There 
js nothing new in the constructive purpose of this bill, of the 
original act, or of the amendment now pending to it. 

This is in its historic order the twenty-first concession, inspec- 
tion, survey, and attempt at the construction of the isthmian 
canal by the route of Nicaragua. Indeed the governments which 
have successively controlled the dominion and the eminent domain 
of this route have been in all their existence extremely liberal in 
the grant of concessions; they have been extremely liberal in their 
gift of concessions; they have been extremely liberal in their pol- 
icy to all parties and persons who wished to avail themselves of 
preparatory or concessionary rights upon the land which the 
canal if successful must traverse. This is not only the twenty- 
first concession in historic order to parties, persons, and corpora- 
tions for this purpose, but it is the fourth American concession 
for that purpose, using the word American in the sense of belong- 
ing to the United States. 

The first concession and charter was made in favor of De Witt 
Clinton, whose distinguished successor I see now occupying a seat 
in this Chamber. It was made toa governor of New York and his 
associates. The second was made to a well-known citizen occu- 
pying no official ition but controlling unlimited credit and 
unlimited funds, Cornelius Vanderbilt, and his asssociates, also of 
New York. The third was made to gentlemen of the same cit 
and of thesame abundant financial resources, Frederick Kelley an 
hisassociates; and the fourth one, the one nowexisting, was made 
to the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua. There was the 
same concession,-upon the same terms, upon the same condi- 
tions, for the same price, a merely nominal one, paid in all these 
instances. 

It is valuable to consider the history of former concessions, not 

only to our own countrymen but to countrymen of other nation- 
alities, when it is claimed here that this concession has an extraor- 
dinary validity or contains some extraordinary rights which have 
not been heretofore granted or considered by the concessionary 
parties. 
This is the fourth concession to citizens of the United States for 
the construction of this work. All of these concessions and proj- 
ects have been expensive, prolonged, and heretofore abortive. 
This has not been for the reason that the project or design in itself 
is devoid of merit, but because capitalists in Europe and America 
have alike not been convinced of its commercial possibility or its 
pecuniary returns as an investment. 

I listened with great pleasure, as I always listen, to the honor- 
able chairman of the select committee upon this subject, who 
reported the pending amendment to the original act, with refer- 
ence to the immense profit to be gathered in the prosecution and 
completion of this work. He refers to the enormous recent im- 
provements which have been made in the instrumentalities of 
excavations and embankments, giving new facilities and promis- 
ing new methods of success in its prosecution. All these and 
many more reasons have been urged for years upon the capital- 
ists of both hemispheres; and yet not one has been convinced that 
this work ought to be undertaken as furnishing the means of a 
profitable investment. Indeed, sir, this project, tentative yet, ex- 
perimental yet, passed by numerous failed efforts into the sphere 
of projects properly named—this project is yettabooed. It would 
not be heard, it would not be considered, in any office of any capi- 
talist either in the United States or Europe. For the last fifty 
years it has been blacklisted; it has been placed beyond consider- 
ation asa money investment. We have very recent proof of this, 
and the most authentic proof which could be offered for the exist- 
ence of any contention or fact in human testimony. That proof 
is in the history of this Maritime Ni uan Canal Company. 
That company was required when it opened its books and sought 
subscriptions for stock and bonds to realize means for the con- 
struction and completion of their work to make publication for 
thirty successive ta s in the principal newspapers of London, 
Paris, and New York. 

This publication, which was required by the terms of the origi- 
nal concession, as it had been required by the terms of former 
concessions, was made. This project, with all its advantages, 
with all its enormous profits, and with all its roseate predictions, 
was thrust into the face and under the eyes of every member of 
the Bourse in Paris, of every member of the stock exchanges of 
London, of every operator in Wall street, and was rejected— 
totally rejected. No one in any of these capitals took one penny 
of stock, one dollar of bonds, of the Maritime Nicaraguan Canal 
Company. So that this condition of taboo of which I have spoken, 
this condition of absolute isolation, is founded upon the most 
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recent evidence, and justifies any careful man in saying that 
investment in this project, and the project itself, is an outcast, a 
fugitive from the financial world; it is a beggar, a pariah in any 
rational financial system. 

Some — was raised—how much I do not know; some mone 
was expended—how much I do not know; butnoneof it was zaieok 
by the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua. All the money 
that was subscribed was subscribed and paid by citizens of the 
United States, and most of that subscription was confined to the 
citizens of New York. Our fellow-citizens of the United States 
conversant with this enterprise, expressly notified that financial 
aid was needed, learned very early to make a distinction between 
the solvency and responsibility of the Maritime Canal Company 
and the solvency and responsibility of the Nicaraguan Construc- 
tion Company. It is true these companies were very closely con- 
nected; they were the Siamese twins of this scheme; but it was 
very early understood, most distinctly apprehended, although the 
Maritime Canal Company had undertaken a project financially 
unjustifiable and financially unprofitable, yet that the Nicaraguan 
Construction Company might make money out of the expendi- 
ture. The construction company only related to the expenditure 
of money. It had norelation at all tothe completion of the canal 
or the profits which were toaccrue. All the holders of stocks and 
bonds in the construction company looked to was an expenditure 
of money as the work proceeded and the profits which might be 
made, the profits which would accrue by jobs and subjobs, from 
contracts and subcontracts, details—very rich tinancial details in 
the prosecution of such a scheme, very fruitful financial details 
in the prosecution even of a similar scheme afterwards to be 
noticed. 

Our people, therefore, very early came to the conclusion that 
the canal might never be completed. That did not interfere with 
the details of the construction or with the policy of the Construc- 
tion Company. They came very early to the conclusion that the 
canal might never be com leted. or, if completed, that its returns 
upon investment would worthless. Therefore, their invest- 
ment was made in the capital stock of the Nicaraguan Construc- 
tion Company, a corporation of the State of Colorado, a corpora- 
tion yet in existence, a corporation which has enjoyed new life 
and accession of fresh vitality from its recharter in the State of 
Vermont, awaiting this appropriation of $100,000,000 to be ex- 
pended in construction, awaiting the movement of the larger fish 
as the pilot fish accompanies the whale, awaiting the movement 
like the kingfisher who pounces on the bird which has caught the 
prey and compels its redelivery to itself. That is the compara- 
tive situation of these companies. So even our own people, 
——- in New York and elsewhere, with full notice of the ap- 
prehended or expected profits from this magnificent financial in- 
vestment, no less than the people of London and of Paris, have 
turned their backs upon it and given no credit to those arguments 
which proceeded upon the supposition that it would be a profitable 
financial investment. 

The project, then, as such, stands discredited, totally, wholly dis- 
credited, in our own country andinallothers. The stocksor bonds 
of the Construction Company, in case an appropriation is made, 
will have a market value; but the stocks oan bonds of the Mari- 
time Canal Company, depending on the completion and the conse- 
quent rentals from the canal, are considered as a dead loss—caput 
mortuum—on the minus side. That this should be the condition 
of the a beneficiary of this bill, and that it should be finan- 
cially di ited, totally discredited, is not strange. 

The Nicaragua route is geographically only a few days’ sail from 
a city and country which is called Panama, and this route—the 
Panama route—had been advertised in the same way, craving for 
investors, yet no capitalist took any stock in the Panama scheme, 
no government took any stock in the Panama scheme of the 
isthmian canal, no European government even gave it incorpora- 
tion. It was undertaken by a private corporation, incorporated 
under the Government of Colombia, in South America, its charter 
providing its —— office should be in Paris, just as the charter 
of the Maritime Nicaraguan Canal Company provides that its 
principal office shall be in New York. 

Millions were expended in the prosecution of the work of con- 
struction of the Panama Canal. It is only 41 miles long. This 
a Nicaraguan Canal is more than 100 miles long. Two 

undred and forty million dollars were expended in the attempt 
to construct the Panama Canal; but, sir, it was not at the expense 
of any capitalist, of any Government, either directly or indirectly. 
It was made by a grand levy upon the plain people of France, it was 
made by a grand levy upon the small tradesmen, the peasants, and 
villagers of France. The first investment of the company was to 
subsidize the French press. There was not a newspaper through- 
out the country from which any information could be got except 
that the canal by the route of Panama was going to be a success 
and be as profitable as the canal of Suez. It was due to the cre- 


dulity of the multitude; it was due to their willingness to believe 
and accept the promise of the Panama Canal Company, deluded 
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with the glamor of the scheme and beguiled with the splendor of 
its projector, De Lesseps, fresh from his magnificent achievement 
at Suez, that they subscribed and paid this enormous sum, only to 
sink it beyond the reach of redemption or of resurrection. 

Not only was the first subscription of $100,000,000, the sum 
asked in this bill, so sunk; but after that had been swept away by 
the storms and floods of the isthmus—as prevalent at Nicaragua 
as they are at Panama—after the last vestige of improvement had 
been wiped out, credulity, which seems like the wool on a sheep— 
you may shear it, and yet it will come out on the same animal a 
second time—after $100,000,000 had been sunk and was known to 
be sunk in the Panama scheme, $100,000,000 more—the second 
crop of extortion—was contributed by the peasantry, artisans, and 
villagers of France. 

Although this is the fourth American concession and the fourth 
organized effort for the construction and completion of this de- 
sign, it is the first in‘one feature. De Witt Clinton, the late gov- 
ernor of New York—not a very late one—in the early twenties 
saw in imagination all the greatness of this design being effected 
and completed. He had as associates the most wealthy and re- 
sponsible citizens in his own State, and made at that time an 
inspection and survey of this route. Cornelius Vanderbilt, whose 
name is synonymous with enterprise, with public spirit, with suc- 
cessful investment, and with great accumulation of cash, a man 
of abundant resources, made also the same attempt under the 
same auspices, with a similar organization. Frederick Kelley, of 
New York, and his associates and friends, the successors of the 
first before-mentioned American projectors and promoters, under- 
took the same enterprise upon the same route. 
But neither De Witt Clinton nor Kelley nor Vanderbilt ever came 
to either House of Congress and asked them for $100,000,000, or 
any other sum, to assist in the prosecution of the work. The 
never even dreamed or conceived of asking what is called Govern- 
ment aid and assistance in that which they had undertaken. 
Neither of these gentlemen would have advised or asked this Gov- 
ernment to undertake an enterprise in which they had themselves 
failed. 

Mr. Vanderbilt spent a quarter of a million dollars in the work 
of preliminary survey—a very handsome investment. He received 
the profiles, maps, drafts, and all the details of a most elaborate 
report, and then abandoned the enterprise. What the estimate 
of cost was Ido not know. I have or inquired for that 
report and for the papers, not only here but of gentlemen in New 
York, but I have never seen them. Kelley and De Witt Clinton— 
none of these promoters of the enterprise, who were once conces- 
sionaires, just as these gentlemen are, under treaties with the 
Republics of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, ever came even to the 
threshold of the Senate to ask an appropriation of a dollar in aid 
of their enterprise. This is the first project of thatkind. But the 
Maritime Canal Company, a corporation without money or credit, 
utterly bankrupt and insolvent, ask that we pay out of our own 
Treasury into their treasury $100,000,000, to be used in a work 
which, according to their own designs, is shown to be not capa- 
ble of financial completion, profitable completion. and wholly in- 
capable of accomplishment at all, as the sequel will show. They 
have abandoned their design, and they have chosen no other, but 
on general principles they want $100,000,000. 

Some of the engineering projects of this corporation are spoken 
of as bold and daring, but think its financiering project far sur- 

asses them. It is bold, bald, and brazen in effrontery, and yet so 
Nelicate in its tracery and form that it may be hard to determine 
whether it depends most for its success upon corruption or cre- 
dulity. Their bill, which was discussed very fully here three years 
ago, asked for $70,000,000. Why do they now want $30,000,000 
more? 

I voted very reluctantly for the act of February 20, 1889, the 
original act of incorporation of this company. It was a matter 
here of a good deal of discussion sub silentio, from seat to seat, 
from desk to desk. The promoters were gentlemen—one of them 
was from my own State—very distinguished gentlemen, from 
different parts of the Union, named in the act as incorporators, 
but the concession, which controls the charter, and the act which 
had not yet become a charter both provided that the principal 
office of the company, all its securities, and all its archives should 
be kept and preserved in the city of New York. Therefore we 
suggested to them thatit ought to be a New York corporation 
and that the United States onght not to meddle with the grant of 
corporate power; thateven the grant of an ordinary incorporating 
act might entangle financially the Government with the enter- 
prise itself, and that at home they would have a forum with which 
they were perfectly familiar, State courts with whom the enter- 
prise, if not received with favor, would be at least treated with 
great impartiality and fairness. For weeks, day after day, we 
remitted, and sent them again and again to the New York forum 
for an act of incorporation. 

Finally it was said to them in very express terms, “‘ We are 
apprehensive that in granting this act of incorporation the Gov- 


All these failed. 
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ernment may be in some way pecuniarily liable directly or indi- 
rectly for the expenditures of your undertaking.” They said no 
they did not want a dollar of this Government or of any govern: 
ment. They said the initial strength—that is the term; it takes 
the very highest class of operators to invent these terms—they 
said the initial strength and inceptive favor of the enterprise itse/f 
would attract and draw to them all the capital and more than 
would be needed for the prosecution of the design. y repre- 
sented to us that an English syndicate was ready to take the con- 
tract for the completion of the route from the Atlantic to Lake 
Nicaragua, and that a French syndicate was waiting to take t)). 
contract for the completion of the canal from Deseado to Brito, the 
Pacific terminal. They represented to us that London and Paris 
were hungering and thirsting to take the stock, bonds, and con- 
tracts, and that they did not desire any pecuniary aid. 
We gave them our most ample consideration and very diligent 
attention. The result was a conference between those hesitating 
about the support of the bill—I was one of them—and the friends 
of the bill, and they came to a very definite conclusion; they 
came to a well-ordered and acute point in this controversy. ‘“ You 
say you donot want any money. Are you willing to put that into 
the act? You say you do not want the United States to assume 
the slightest liability on account of this work. Are you willing 
to make that a part of the charter?” They said they were; and it 
was upon that condition that the original act of incorporation of 
the Maritime Canal Company was passed, and it was upon that 
condition that I, among others, voted for the bill. I beheve that 
condition, which is a proviso, was drafted by the honorable and 
learned Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GzorGE], who, I et, is 
detained by severe indisposition from his seat at thistime. I wish 
to call attention to it. It is part of the fundamental law in this 
case. It is part of the fundamental policy of the incorporation. 
It is a condition precedent to the granting of the , accom- 
panying the granting of the charter, running yet with the charter. 
The principal office of said corporation shall be in the city of New York— 
I read from page 2 of the original act of incorporation— 


and all legal proc®ss may be served — the person who may at the time 
in char, or % the attor of said company, whose 
shall be certi by the’ tof the company; and 
such certificates shall be filed in the office of the Secre of State of the 
United States: Provided, however, That nothing in this contained shall 
be so construed as to commit the United States to any pecuniary liability 
whatever for or on account of said company, nor shal] United States be 
held in any wise liable or-responsible in any form or by any implication for 
a. debt or liability in any form which said company may incur, nor be 
held as guaranteeing any Cou or contract of said company, or as 
having assumed by virtue of this act any responsibility for the acts or pro- 
ceedings of said company in any foreign country or contracts or engage- 
ments entered into in the United States. 


In the operative language of the act is “‘ guaranteeing”—the 
“— word used in this biil. 

that is not a conclusive estoppel at law and in equity 
this demand for an appropriation of $100,000,000, the Engli 
guage can not frame one. 

e were determined that the Corer should never be incor- 
porated at all without this proviso. @ proviso being in the 
charter is not only prima facie but conclusive against their rights, 
against even their equity to come here and make this enormous 
demand for subvention and : 

The Government of the United States was not the only one 
interested in saying ‘‘ Hands off!” with nest to this incorpora- 
tion. -Equal precaution, sir, was taken by both the Republics of 
South America who were parties to its ori concession. 
wish to call the attention of the Senate to the provisions of the 
original cession upon that subject. 

Article 15 of the treaty, the concession between the Maritime 
Canal Company and Nicaragua, is identical with the same article 
in the treaty between this corporation and the Republic of Costa 
Rica. and reads in the following terms: 


All expenditures for surveys, construction, maintenance, and operation of 
concessionary 


ainst 
lan- 


the Interoceanic Maritime shall be borne by the com- 
pany, without any subvention in money nor gnaranty— 


They took the pains to report w that very thing, and not 
only to report, but to agree upon t S very Gine Wate asked 
for in the pending bill— 

ithout any subvention in nor of the 
Republic, sor other ounces ions than awe fag et Si ment. 

The Government of the United States was not the only one that 
distrusted the Maritime Canal Company. The Government of 
the United States was not the only one that discredited this corpo- 
ration. Even in its beginning, even in its inception, all three of 
the Republics that were signatory parties to the treaty of cession 
declared that they would not be bound either directly or by guar- 
anty for any pecuniary liability of the company in this enter- 
prise. It is not to be taken as any disfavor to the prosecution of 
this enterprise. The corporation has always and pro- 
fessed that it wanted none; that it had itself the money, or could 
command it, to construct and complete the canal. Whether it did 
or not, it voluntarily made the agreement with all three of the 
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yublics that it would ask no and no guaranty of either of 
th im; and the company has past deltherasahe violated such agree- 
ment with respect to the United States, and the pending bill pro- 


ceeds upon the violation of that agreement. It proceeds upon the 
fact that we shall be bound not only for the expenses of construc- 
tion and completion, but that we shall y to this company not 
the value of its work, half a mile of canal, which it has been en- 
gaged for four years in ma , but the money expended to make 
the work, expended for work done by the Nicaragua Canal Con- 
struction Company—not by the Maritime Company—under a con- 
tract by which the Maritime Company agreed to pay the Construc- 
tion Company four times the ted cost of the completion of 
the work. e are compelled—the United States are compelled— 
under the conditions of this bill, under that contract, to pay four 
times the estimated cost of the work actually done by the Con- 
struction Company as found under their own estimates. 

if I were in favor of this bill at all, [should have no objection to 
paying the reasonable cash value at this time for what they have 
there, if they have anything, but I think it is a very inequitable, 
thoroughly unjust provision that we should be bound to pay what 
they expended when they e ed, as the archives of the com- 

any show, four times more the work wasestimated at. This 

longs, sir, to that field of operations, that close field similar to 
mare clausum in international law, which is foreclosed between 
the construction company and the principal company engaged in 
the work. 

This is the third attempt which the corporation has made to 
procure money from the Government. Heretofore they have got 
nothing, and, according to the terms and conditions of their own 
charter, they ought neither toask nor to receive one penny. This 
macuificent enterprise in their hands has been totally discredited. 
Why should we encumber ourselves with the wreck and fragment 
of a defunct body corporate when we can by tripartite treaty with 
tae Republics interested build, own, and operate this canal, regard- 
ing its construction asa necessity, when, upon grave consideration 
and accurate estimate, we find it to be practical todo so. What- 
ever is possible, the Government of the United States may accom- 
plish and will accomplish. What we do here iarily ought 
to be done on the account of the Government, not on the account 


of a private pags ; ; 

The gist of the bill is in sections 9 and 16, and I propose to 
examine those sections. 

Src. 9. That tosecure the means to construct and complete said canal, and 
to meet the expenditures made on account thereof, the said Maritime Canal 
Company of Nicaragua is hereby authorized to issue coupon or registe 
bonds, or both, of the said company, in denominations of not less than $50 nor 
more than $1,000, to an amount not exceeding $100,000,000, to be dated on the 
Ist day of July, 1896— 


That undoubtedly is a numerical error, because the day has 
already passed— 
to be payable on the Ist day of July, 1926— 

They are thirty-year bonds or designed to be such— 


but redeemable at the pleasure of the United States at any time after the Ist 
day of July, 1906, at par with interest at the rate of 3 per cent per ann 
payable quarterly on the Ist days of October, January, —* and July o 
each year, from the delivery of the bonds to said company the Seseaiery 
of the Treasury from time to time as by this act required: Provided, That 
the President of the United States may at any time suspend the issue of said 
bonds until Congress, being informed by him of the reasons for such suspen- 
sion, shall otherwise direct. by a first mort- 


gage on its and rights of property now 
Se wiieee real personal and mix 


of all kinds @ 

rights of the said company, its hts and franchise to be a corpo- 
ration. Such mort hall contain a nae for a sinking fund sufficient 
for the payment of said bonds at mat accordance 

of section 12 of this act. Such 
first lien under the laws of Nica and Costa Rica. The 
ciency of such mortgage as the first lien upon the Ni 
provision for fund , before execution, & by the 
Att Yee of > : — States, Pee in such mort- 
gage s approv Secretary reasury. Said mortgage 
shall be dul cuaked in triplicate by the officers of said company, and shall 
be recorded in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury in Washin and 
in the proper offices in Nicaragua and Costa Rica, to be by the 
said States; and as additional security for the — of said and to 
save the United States harmless by reason of its guaranty of the same, there 
is berety Sees a first lien in favor of the United States upon the Nicara- 
gua Canal. 


I come now to section 16: 


meee the their p = ¢ aa proceeds rising such 

ess than r value, an a 

be paid into the ecaeeey of the canal company, and, except as hereinbefore 
provided, shall be used for the exti ment of the ——T indebtedness 
contracted after the appointment the President of the United States of 
the eight directors herein provided for. 


Now, the first question in this case, which has always seemed to 


ity to guarantee the note of a citizen of the United States—of any 
citizen? The Maritime Canal Company, the beneficiary of this 
bill, isa corporation. That is very true. It is chartered by the 
Government of the United States. A corporation is decided to be 
& person, and not only a person but a resident, a resident of the 
State in which its principal office is situate; and if its principal 
office be situate in any State, it must therefore bo 0 citizen 

States. 


A 


E 


resident of the United 


Where in the Constitution is the authori 
what section, in what clause, either by i 
of implication, for there is no provision on the subject—to guar- 
antee the bond or note of a citizen, for the person sought to be 


given Congress—in 
irection, by any sort 


guaranteed here is acitizen. I should think it would be a thing 
to be avoided in the foundation of any government. I do not 
think a constitution could have been framed or adopted which, 
even by implication, gave the power to the National Government 
either to indorse or guarantee the note or bond of acitizen. I can 
conceive that they might guarantee the bond of a State or of sev- 
eral States; that is, conceive that authority might have been 
given them to do that. Possibly such a proposition might have 
prevailed, but no one looking at the solvency of the Government, 
no one having the presence of the taxpayers before him, no con- 
stituent body depending upon votes for election would ever even 
have considered the proposition to allow the National Government 
to indorse or guarantee the note or bond of a citizen. 

Yet thatis the bone of this bill. Whatever its flesh may be, very 
loose and flabby, the bone of the bill proceeds wpon the lawful an- 
thority of the Government to go security—I will put it in the most 
colloquial term—upon the note or bond of a citizen. The framers 
of this measure say there is nothing in the Constitution forbidding 
it. Ido not think there is. Such a monstrous proposition needed 
no prohibition. Whatamount of taxation would be neededto sup- 
ply the Treasury with funds if we should undertake to guaranteo 
the payment of the notes or bonds of citizens? 

The promoters of this measure were the only persons who could 
conceive of any such prohibition. I do not think it is an answer to 
a constitutional objection to say that the power questioned is not 
forbidden in the provisions of that instrument. The Constitution 
is an instrument of granted powers, and where powers are not 
granted they are not; they exist not. Here is a power not granted; 
not purposed to be granted; not implied as granted; not by any 
possible intendment granted. And it is not. There is no such 
power. 

It is very fortunate for us that we have limitations in the Con- 
stitution. It is the only lawful prohibition upon zeal without 
ae upon that energy without bounds—I am putting it 
upon high grounds—upon that enthusiasm which has no measure 
and no mood in its operation; that generous enthusiasm which 
has so often found utterance here on thistheme. The only bound 
we can put to it with respect to the pecuniary subsidies of this 
kind asked of the Government is that we might be pleased to do 
it, but we have not the power; we have net the authority to tax 
the people in such manner. 

The denial of this power has nothing to do with the denial! of 
the construction of this work or its completion. The Government 
may borrow money. That is a necessary power implied by many 
of those granted. The Government may appropriate money from 
the Treasury; that is, set apart and designate and mark it as ap- 

icable toa certain purpose. lam rather of the opinion indorsed 

y Mr. Edmunds, formerly a Senator, that the power of appro- 
priation is perhaps the most absolute power im the body. But 
then that operates upon funds, it operates upon money, it operates 
upon specie, it operates upon the cash in hand or thereafter to be 
such from tax collections. 

This bill is not an appropriation of money. I would not trouble 
much about the power of the Government to construct the canal, 
to build and complete it, under ordinary political and legisiative 
conditions. I would raise no question in regard to it making ap- 
a directly for that purpose or issuing and selling its 

upon its own account for that purpose. That is not what 
the bill requires. It requires that we shall guarantee the bonds 
issued by a citizen of the United States, and gives as the over- 
whelming reason for it that the citizen is bankrupt and has no 
credit of his own. 

There is no precedent for the exercise of such authority. [ 
know we have very often purchased territory and issued bonds to 
raise the money for that purpose. We have often acquired intra- 
territorial property for the erection of public buildings in the 
same manner. But we have never guaranteed bonds as asked for 
in the pending bill, nor even taken any action resembling this 
except in one instance, and that was in 1864 in the case of the 
Pacific Railroad Company. Itisavery disastrous precedent. But 
the question raised here was not raised at all in that enactment. 

Sixty-four million dollars of bonds were issued by the United 
States in subsidy and aido. the Pacific Railroad Company twenty- 
two years ago. The provisions in that act were just as they are 
in the bill now ing, for the appointment of directors by the 
President, for the payment by the company of the interest upon 
and —= cipal of the bonds, that in case of their nonpayment they 
should be a first lien upon the road, and for the execution of the 
mortgage, which was executed, making another first lien, if such 
is possible. Whether it is possible or not it is the exact language 
of this bill, and it was the language of the act for the Pacific Rail- 
road Company. It seems to me a very difficult, if not an impos- 
sible proposition to make the expenditure a first lien on the road, 
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and then to make the mortgage given a first lien on the road. But 
that Congress in its dealings with the Pacific Railroad Company 
evidently did not believe they had authority to guarantee the pay- 
ment of the railroad bonds, and consequently issued the bon 
directly to the company, relying upon the first lien and mortgage 
to secure the eeees of the money. I do not see how there 
can be two first liens. That was the language of the Pacific act. 
It is the language of the pending bill. 

There was another provision, that the road should be finished 
in sections, and that a car,should actually pass over the section 
and it should be approved before the bonds were delivered over to 
the company. Such a provision is not in this bill in reference to 
the canal. I will notice it further in the sequel. I was very glad, 
sir, to notice the action of the other House in the National Legis- 
lature a few days ago in respect to our securities upon the Pacific 
railroad. That company owe us yet upon this subsidy more than 
$100,000,000. They owe us, if we had the money, enough to pay 
for the subsidy which this company is asking. Would it not be 
well enough, I submit in all courtesy and kindness to the pro- 
moters of this work, to wait until we have collected the $100,000,000 
due to us from the Pacific railroad company before we make 
another investment of the same character? 

All the provisions for repayment in that instance have failed. 
We have nothing left but the land over which the right of way 
runs, a strip, I believe, of 200 feet of actual embankment, the in- 
corporeal hereditament, the right of way, the ties, and the rails; 
we have only a chance to get them. If it had been possible to 
get the bonds without laying a single rail, they would have been 
taken by the company; but as they could not take them without 
completion of section by section, we have this remnant of security 
and this fragment of indemnity left. Whether we shall realize 
upon it I do not know, but, as 1 said before, I am very glad that 
the honorable House has seen fit not to surrender our chances 
for indemnity against this great loss. When so much has been 
said and is likely to be said concerning the personal ability and 
respectability, solvency, and high character of persons who are to 
be appointed by the President as directors of the Maritime Nica- 
ragua Canal Company, that was all repeated twenty-two years 
ago with the same veracity and gravity as it is now repeated with 
respect to the directors of the canal. There is no amount of per- 
sonal respectability or ae or character which will give us 
this guaranty, the guaranty of honest, commonplace integrity, by 
incorporate action. Every Senator whom I address knows that 
to be true. 

There is a provision in that act concerning the railroad, a sub- 
sidy, that the directors should visit the road once a year, just as 
this bill provides that they shall visit the canal once a year, and 
there was the ordinary provision that their expenses should be 
paid, just as this bill provides that they shall be paid, and the sal- 
ary was $5,000, just the same salary mentioned in this bill for the 
directors of the canal. There is a remarkable similarity between 
both these acts, and I-very much fear there will be the same simi- 
larity with respect to the fate and fortune which will befall the 
taxpayers of the United States in relation to results. 

It is true it may be said that the Government directors were in 
the minority on the Pacific Railroad. They were. There was a 
majority there of interest not controlled by the United States, but 
we had a minority on the board. When the land grants were 
exhausted, were used, were sold, were disposed of, and had real- 
ized money enough to build and equip the road, we got no 
payments either o —— or interest. There never has been 
n single year in which we have had any net profits reported 
on the road, because net profits would have made a payment 
to the Government upon its debt peremptory. ‘Net profits” 
is the term used in the bill which is now before us. It may be 
said that these Government directors could not prevent that, but 
they could have at least advised the country of this enormous con- 
fiscation. They went and attended every year; they attended 
every board meeting. Was there ever any complaint made by 
any one of them? d they advise the Government or the people 
or the Congress of the misuse of funds, the extravagant abuse of 
funds, the enormous profits, amounting to 400 per cent, in the 
building of this road? What do Government directors or any 
other kind of directors know about those intimate and delicate 
relations between the — company and the construction 
company, for the Pacific Railroad had a construction company 
which absorbed the land, earnings, everything except the steel 
rails, which sucked the orange dry and left the principal company 
an empty shell? What could they do to prevent that? What do 
these canal directors know, and what will they know about the 
relations between the construction company mentioned in the bill 
and the Maritime Canal Company? hat do they know about 
the contractors and subcontractors, material men, the overcharg- 
ing, the salaries of subordinates rendering no service? What do 
they know about larceny and laches which infest the expenditure 
of vast sums of public money, which cost those who expend it 
nothing, and who constantly rely upon new supplies of funds 
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ao es - facile source which yielded to their demands in the 
P 

There is no directorate that can give us any additional security 
any indemnity for the expenditure of the money realized upon the 
bonds, or the a guaranty of the completion and construc- 
tion of this canal. There is nothing in the machinery of goverp- 
ment directorate in such a work for the honest and intelligent 
expenditure of the sums of money granted, least of all none for its 
repayment or return. 

hen this great enterprise is undertaken it ought to be under 
the direct action of Congress authorizing the Secretary of War to 
build this canal as he builds a fort or improves a harbor, without 
the aid of construction companies, cliques, or combinations, and 
beyond the risk or the reach of such conspiracies. We should 
then have the assurance that every dollar would be honest] 
employed, not only in construction, but in every hour of labor 
with reference to its final completion; whereas if we rashly and 
imprudently give to this corporation the handling of $100,000.009 
the profits of construction in the way of labor to its numerous 
officers and agents will prolong that process, and completion will 
be the last thing which they either desire or design. 

This work, if it should ever. be completed, Mr. President, if you 
will allow me theexpression, will be and must bearmored. There 
will have to be a fleet or squadron at the Atlantic terminal and at 
the Pacific terminal; there will have to be batteries in defense on 
land at both of these terminals, and there are several places in the 
interior where the officers of the Government detailed to make 
inspection say that it will be necessary to keep a military force, 
not a large one, but a constant military force for the purpose of 
guarding it either from public enemies or from private malice. 

In every way it will not only be a national but a military and 
strategic point for the United States. How will this jurisdiction 
and control of ours be reconcilable with the policy of the private 
corporation, and what part will they be willing to give or have 
they set apart for such military reconnoissance and naval observa- 
tion as will undoubtedly be n the moment the work is 
constructed and completed? If the work is to be so essentially a 
Government establishment, and must necessarily be a charge in a 
military and naval sense upon the Government, why ought not, 
in its inception, the construction to be undertaken wholly as a 
Government enterprise? 

Section 4 of the bill, which I will ask to have inserted in my 
remarks, provides for the creation of the directory of the new 
company on a new capitalization of the company, which is pro- 
vided for in the bill: 

Sec. 4. That upon the issuance and delivery of the stock and bonds pro- 
vided for in sections 8 and 7 of this act the places of the directors of the Marie 
time Canal Company of Ni ex such as represent the States of 
Nica and ta Rica, become v: t. The board of directors of 
the Maritime Canal Company ¥ Nicar: consist of eleven directors, 
one to be oP, inted by Costa one Ni and one by tho stock- 
holders of the Maritime Canal Company other than the governments, 
and eight to be appointed by the President of the United States, 
the advice and consent of the Senate, and removable by the ent of the 
United States for cause. In case of a vacancy in the membership of directors 
appointed by the President the same shall be filled by appointment by the 

sident, in the same manner, for the unexpired term. t no directors 
appointed by the President of the United States shall own, directly or indi- 


rectly, any stock or interest in said company, nor shall any stock- 
holder, director, olicer, or employee be connected im any manner with or 


interested, directly or indirectly, in any contract made by the said company 
for implements, equipment, material, or anything connected with the con- 
struction, a. or operation of said and not more than four of 
said directors be appointed from one tical party. 

One of the directors must be a resident of the Republic of Costa 
Rica. That is one of the provisions of the first treaty. One of 
the directors must be a resident and in behalf of the Republic of 
Nicaragua under the same terms of the previous concession. One 
of the directors, in the bill itis provided, shall t the Nic- 
aragua Canal Company. The whole number is eleven. Eight of 
the directors would be, then, under the provisions of the bill, ap- 
Se by the President of the United States. This is a new 

eaturein the bill. The original bill provided for fifteen directors; 


and with 


this reduces the number to eleven. Three are already provided 
in the bill; the eight are said to be dependent upon Mexoutive 


appointment. 
his section of the bill in regard to the directorate of the Mari- 
time Canal Company deals with that function as if they had abso- 
lute power respecting it, as if there had been no primary and man- 
datory provisions in regard to it, as if it was nova res, a thing 
entirely new, created only in this enactment, and which might be 
entirely controlled by it. It proceeds upon the su ition that 
all they have to do is to consult Congress in regard to the making 
or unmaking of directors and in regard to the way the a oes 
power of the directorate shall be exercised. This woul: be true 
if Congress were as regardless of public treaties as the promoters 
of this measure. 5 
This charter of the Maritime Canal Company was made subject 
to the treaty of concession executed between the ntatives 
of the Nicaragua Canal Association and the Republics of Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua. It follows, then, that all our legislation, 









both the charter and any conceivable amendmonts to the charter, 
must bemade subject to the conditions of the original treaty of con- 
cession. In other words, the treaty of concession is dominant upon 
the future policy of the company, upon the directorate, und upon 
every other incident of the incorporation government with which 
it deals. I wish, ore, to call the attention of honorable 
Senators to Articles I, VIII, [X, and X of the treaty of concession. 
Article I, page 110: 

The Republic of Nicaragua— 

And it is proper to say that the treaties between Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica and this company are identical except as to where 
names are changed— 

ARTICLE I. 


ablic of Nicaragua grants the aforesaid Nicaragua Canal Associa- 
— Relur. A. G. tion, accepts 





tion, an { _———— ye ye of the pes associa » os 
mi , tor urposes set To Article VII, exclusive ——_ 
to ee and ae a maritime canal across its territory between the 
Atlantic and oceans. 
* * - * * * * 
ArRTicix VIII. 
nt concession is transferable only to such pany of execution 
as Teele acguaiael by the N Association, in no case to 
orden public powers. 


governments or to f 
* * 


* 
Arnticie IX. 

5 le of all nations shall be invited to contribute the n capi- 
i ~and it shall be sufficient for the fulfillment of this re- 
quirement to pu an advertisement for Shiety 
of the principal daily papers of each of the 
Paris. 


(80) consecutive days in one 
ties New York, London, and 
* 


* * * * 


ez 
ARTICLE X. 
The company shall be organized in the manner and under the conditions 
oosalle sloped for such ies. Its princi office shall be in New 
ork, or where it may be di most convenient, and it may have branch 
offices in the different countries of Europe and America, where it may con- 


sider it oxpetesil be the “ Maritime Canal Company of Ni ” and its 
board of directors shall be composed of persons, one- at least of them shall 
be chosen from the promoters who may yet preserve their quality as such. 

The promoters are named in the original charter as well as the 
provision for the election of directors, and it is provided, as is 
usually done in such incorporations, that no person shall be a 
director who is not a stockholder, and that when he ceases to be 
a stockholder he shall cease to be a member of the directorate. 
Here is a plain provision that one-half of the directorate shall be 
chosen from among the promoters. The President of the United 
States may appoint, under the provisions of this charter, but he 
could only appoint one-half of these persons from the list of the 
promoters of the Maritine Canal Company. He could not do 
otherwise without violating the terms of the concession. 

Now, there are eight directors after the three who have already 
been nominated in terms in the bill. One-half of that number 
would befour. There would be four directors from the promoters 
of the Nicaragua Canal. There would be one director chosen by 
that company, one director each for the two Republics, making in 
all seven directors in the interest of the canal, leaving four who 
might be disinterested es of the United States. 

Mr. President, it will be seen, then, that under the terms of the 
concession which control all our enactments and must control all 
the action of the company, under the terms of that treaty, there 
will be seven persons chosen in the interest of the Maritime Canal 
Company and four who may not be in that interest. These four 
may be in the interest of the United States or they may be per- 
fectly impartial and disinterested, as directors should be in such 
a work. But it is claimed that this provision in the bill givin 
the power to appoint these directors by the President of the Uni 
States gives some security to the United States for the expenditure 
of the moneys which are to be procured = the guaranty of the 
Government, and gives some control to the United States of the 
policy and operation of the canal. That is not possible, sir, unless 
four men can control seven. It is not ible except that in this 
case in a board of di com of eleven members the 
majority shall be four. It is very plain that there is no sort of 
security for us in that provision. The enna of the treaty is 
extremely peremptory; it is what is called mandatory; it is in 
such terms as may be enforced; it is in such terms as to admit of 
a writ of prohibition against a person hot properly appointed, a 
peremptory writ of mandate to a person who 1s appointed prop- 
erly. I will call attention to it: 

Its name shall be the “ Maritime Canal Company of N a,” and its 


board of directors shall be com of persons one-half at least of whom 
shall be chosen from the promoters who may yet preserve their quality as 


such. 

They lose noright by being chosen as directors; they still retain 
their rights as promoters. The operative words are “‘shall be 
chosen,” and none I conceive could be made more peremptory; no 
— right could rest upon a stronger foundation. : 

f we were di to treat with a friendly republic upon 
strictly legal grounds, which I do not suppose we ought, I sup- 





pose an assumption, even if there had not been this strong lan- 
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ers thereto, would be 
the United States, or on every government ee 

treaty obligations, and I do not think that any Executive of the 
United States, any President of the United States, would be for a 
moment guilty of the discourtesy of questioning the peremptory 
power of this provision in the treaty. 
friends of the pending bill to violate their own treaty, to infract 
their own agreement, and publicly to disparage the character of 
a two Republics in South America by coming here to Congress 
an 
their own treaty. 


interests of our people 















the pane and as Ni 
the U 





ors to represent her interests 


passes to the 
onan of the company, not more than $7,000,000 of the capital stock. 































, a recital, a recommendation, that half the directors should 
chosen from among the promoters made by the signatory pow- 
regarded as binding on the Government of 
to honor 


It was reserved for the 


asking us by law to make an enactment in contradiction to 


On this subject, sir, Ishall ask to read an extract from the speech 


of the honorable Senator from Florida [Mr. Pasco]—and it can 
not be read too often by persons who are desirous of being ac- 
quainted with the fundamental elements of knowledge in respect 
to thecareer and history of the Maritime Canal Company of Nica- 


It will be found that this treaty concession was not drawn 


without caution; it will be found that the provision in relation to 
the name is as pooematesy as the provision in relation to the direct- 
ors; that one- 

name shall be the Maritime Canal ——— . Could they submit 
an act here changing the name? Could aon 


alf of the directors shall be promoters, and the 


pass it? Woulda 
the termsof the treaty of cession? I read from 


majority 
the remarks of the honorable Senator from Florida in treating of 
this provision of the original cession: 


One of the provisions of the bill for the protection of the interests of the 


United States, upon which great stress is laid by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations in their reports and oe aemee of the friends of the proposed scheme 
in the debate upon the pend 

be appointed by the United States, and that with this majority control the 


, is that ten of the fifteen directors are to 


will be fully protected. 
That is the claim made here now. 
Those who urge this in favor of the bill must have overlooked the tenth 


article of the concessions. The last clause of that article reads as follows: 


“Its name shall be the ‘Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua,’ and its 


board of directors shall be composed of persons one-half at least of whom 
—= be chosen from the promoters who may yet preserve their quality as 
su: ns 


The Senator from Florida remarks upon this provision: 


This means that cight at least of the fifteen directors are to be chosen from 
aand Costa Rica have one each, this leaves 
paces but five of the fifteen direct- 

and of course the control of the corporation 
rivate stockholders, who are to own, under the plan of reor- 


nited States with the p 


the United States can choose ten of the directors while this article is in 


force, five of them must be from these promoters who own the stock and 
control the company as now organized. This sweeps away the foundation 
for the provisions of the bill to give the United States control of the Mari- 
time Company through of direct 


the ors. 
Every word of that very able and elaborate analysis of the terins 


of the original concession is as applicable to the pending bill as to 
the original bill, except as to the number of directors. 
ing bi 
must be chosen, under the provisions of the bill, from those who 
are promoters of the company, who represent the interests of the 
corporation and the two Republics. Four alone are to be appointed 
by the President of the United States as representatives of any 
interest the United States may have in such company. 


The pend- 
reduces the number to eleven, and of that eleven seven 


It is very clear that under the terms of the treaty of cession it 
was not intended, and it will not be permitted to the Maritime 


Canal Company, to transfer the control of its own operations to 
the Government of the United States, or any other government, 
without a violation of the treaty of cession. They can not trans- 


fer this control, not even for money. 

Here is the grinding perverseness of these original conditions in 
the treaty of cession, that they can not transfer the control of the 
company from their own corporation—not even for $100,000,000. 
They arevery willing to makeatransfer; they are anxious to com- 
mit suicide—suicide of the corporation. Theyare anxious to make 
a gift of the directory, willing to violate treaties, compacts, obli- 
gations. What possible tiescan bind such action? What possible 
sense of duty can exist in men who are not only willing but anx- 
ious to infringe and to break down the provisions to which they 
agreed in the original treaty of cession? If there is anything in 
this treaty, that part of it which provides that one-half of the di- 
rectorsshall be promotors in the company, the part of the directory 
which belongs to the two Republics, that the concession shall never 
go toa foreign government or state—if there is anything in this 
treaty declared, written with every sort of emphasis and accent, 
it is the fact that this corporation must control itself under the 
terms of the cession, must retain control of the canal, can not 
transfer it to the United Statesor toany other government. That 
isthe very thing which is not permitted, which is forbidden, which 
is prohibited by the treaty of cession, and it is the very thing that 
this bill provides for against the treaty and its covenanted terms. 

Mr. BATE. Mr. President, if the Senator from Indiana does 
not desire to continue his remarks this evening, I move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 
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Mr. TURPIE. I will retain the floor, and resume my remarks 
to-morrow. 

Mr. CULLOM. Did I understand the Senator from Tennessee 
to move an executive session? 

Mr. BATE. I did, but I will withdraw that motion if Senators 
desire. 

Mr. CULLOM. I should be very glad if the Senator would 
allow me to call up the legislative, executive, and judicial appro- 
priation bill, and proceed with it for an hour or so. 

Mr. FRYE. I hope that will be done. 

Mr. BATE. It is now 4 o’clock. 

Mr. ALDRICH. That will not interfere at all with the bill 
which has been pending. 

Mr. BATE. I have no objection. 

Mr. CULLOM. Of course I do not care to interfere with the 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. TuRPI£] in finishing his speech at 
whatever time he desires. 

Mr. BATE. It was for the reason that the Senator from In- 
diana desired to suspend his remarks this evening that I made 
the motion for an executive session. 

Mr. CULLOM. So I understood. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Debate is out of order. The 
motion of the Senator from Tennessee for an executive session is 
not debatable. 

Mr. BATE. It has been suggested by those who have charge 
of the appropriation bills that they would like to have them con- 
sidered, and therefore I will withdraw my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Tennessee 
withdraws his motion. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the bill (S. 3071) to authorize the construction of a bridge over 
the Monongahela River from the borough of Braddock to the town- 
ship of Mifflin, Pa. 

The message also announced that the House had disagreed to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 9638) making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 80, 1898; asks a conference with the Senate on the disa- 
greeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. 
Huu, Mr. PARKER, and Mr. MCCLELLAN managers at the con- 
ference on the part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House had passed the 
following bills and joint resolution; in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 280) to prohibit the sale of intoxicating drinks to 
Indians, providing penalties therefor, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 1064) for the relief of Henry F. Thornton; 

A bill (H. R, 8014) revising and amending the statutes relating 
to patents; 

A bill (H. R. 4178) providing for the use by the United States 
of devices covered by letters patent; 

A bill (H. R. 4279) to cure the title to certain real estate in the 
District of Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. 4879) for the relief of John H. Willis; 

A bill (H. R. 8010) to authorize a survey for construction of a 
bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River in line 
with Massachusetts avenue extended eastward; 

A bili (H. R. 8499) in relation to taxes and tax sales in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. 9619) granting a pension to Mirum C. Peck; 

A bill (H. R. 9704) to authorize the Washington and Glen Echo 
Railroad Company to obtain a right of way and construct tracks 
into the District of Columbia 600 feet; 

A bill (H. R. 9841) to amend an act authorizing the West Brad- 
dock Bridge Company to construct a bridge over the Monongahela 
River from the borough of Rankin to Mifflin Township; 

A bill (H. R. 9863) to extend and amend an act entitled “An act 
to grant the right of way to the Kansas, Oklahoma Central and 
Southwestern Railway Company through the Indian Territory and 
Oklahoma Territory, and for other purposes,” approved December 
21, 1893; 

A bill (H. R. 9935) to authorize the construction or acquisition 
of a bridge across the Rio Grande River at El Paso, in the State 
of Texas; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 228) providing for additional tele- 

aphic and electric-light facilities in the city of Washington, 
D. C., during the inaugural ceremonies on the 4th day of March, 
1897. 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CULLOM. Iask unanimous consent for the present con- 
eo of the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
bill. 

Mr, MORGAN. And that theregular order be temporarily laid 
aside for that purpose? 
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Mr. CULLOM. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL. For what length of time does the Senator from 
[llinois desire to proceed with the bill of which he is in charge? 

Mr. CULLOM. I think we ought to run along for an hour or 


two. 
Mr. HILL. I thought the Senator said he desired to take up the 
bill and consider it for an hour. 

Mr. CULLOM. We must get in the habit of working a little 
longer each day; but we can determine later as to our course of 

rocedure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Illinois asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill named 
by him. Is there objection? 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 9643) making appro- 
priations for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of 
the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, and for 
other pu a 

Mr. CULLOM, I now ask that the first formal reading of the 
bill may be dispensed with, and that the amendments reported by 
the Committee on Appropriations may be acted upon as they are 
reached in the ent 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and that course will be pursued. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill, which had been re- 
ported from the Committee on Appropriations with amendments. 

The first amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was, 
under the head of ‘‘ Senate, Office of the Secretary,” on page 2, 
line 12, after the word ‘‘ Senate,” to strike out “$5,000” and, in 
line 14, after the word “Senate,” to insert ‘‘$5,000;” so as to read: 

_ Office of Recreteny: For Secretary of the Senate, inclu 
disbursing officer of the contingent fund of the Senate, $5, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of ‘‘ Office of Sergeant- 
at-Arms and Doorkeeper,” on 6, line 7, before the word ‘ car- 
penters,” to strike out “‘two” and insert ‘‘three;” in line 12, after 
the word ‘‘each,” to strike out ‘“‘telephone operator, $720” and 
insert ‘‘two telephone operators, at $720 each;” in line 15, after 
the word ‘‘dollars,” to insert ‘“ press-gallery page, $600;” in line 
17, before the word “laborers,” to strike out ‘‘twenty-two” and 
insert ‘‘twenty-five;” and, in line 22, before the word ‘‘ dollars,” 
to strike out ‘‘twenty-four thousand two hundred and twenty- 
four” and insert “twenty-eight thousand six hundred and sixty- 
four;” so as to make the clause read: . 

Office of Renpesnhee Ave and Doorkeeper: For Sergeant-at-Arms and 
Doorkeeper, $4,500; horse and wagon for his use, , or sO much thereof as 
may be necessary; forclerk to Sergeant-at-Arms, $2,000; assistant doorkeeper, 
$2,502; acting assistant doorkeeper, $2,592; 3 messengers, acting as assistant 
doorkeepers, at $1,800 each; 46 messengers, at $1,440 each; assistant messenger 
on the floor of the Senate, $1,440; messenger to Official Reporters’ room, $1.40); 
messenger in ch of storeroom, $1.20; Re gered and locksmith, $1,440; 
8 carpenters to st him, at each; skilled laborer, $1,000; 2 janitors, at 
$900 each; laborer in charge of private passage, $840; 2 female attendants in 
get gS 
3 iaborers, at $72) cach: 16 joann for the Genie Chamber, at the rate of $2.50 
per day each during the session, $8,280; in all, $128,664. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was continued to the beginning of the 
clause on page 7, line 5, making appropriations for the salaries of 
the employees of the Senate document room. 

Mr. MORGAN. Willitbe —— to thecommittee to receive 
amendments from members of the Senate now, or do they prefer 
to have the committee amendments first acted upon? 

Mr. CULLOM. I have no objection to receiving small amend- 
ments as we proceed with the reading of the bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. There being no deivalion, there is one part of 
the bill to which I should like to offer an amendment as we go 
along, which I think will not be objected to. I send the anend- 
ment to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamendment proposed by the 
Senator from Alabama will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. On page 7, line 6, after the word “ dollars,” 
it is proposed to strike out ‘‘ three assistants” and insert ‘ first 
assistant, $1,600; two;” so as to read: 

For superintendent of the document room (Amzi Smith) 
assistant, $1,600; two assistants in document room, at $1,440 each, 

Mr. MORGAN. That makes a c only in the compensa- 
tion of the real first assistant there, Mr. George H. Boyd. Mr. 
Boyd has been in that office now almost since his childhood, and 
has got to be almost as proficient in it as Mr. Smith, and that is 
saying a great deal for anybody. I think it is time we moved his 
salary fp the point suggested in my amendment, which is 
$1,600. e corresponding officer in the House of Representatives 
receives a salary of $2,000. 

Mr. CULLOM. The Senator's proposed amendment is to make 
at en first assistant, and then to haye two assistants im 

ition é' 


compensation as 
etc. 


000; first 
= 





1897. 


Mr. MORGAN. That is right. 

Mr. ALLISON. Is that in the document room? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes. . 

Mr. CULLOM. I aminclined tothink the amendment is right. 

Mr. MORGAN. I think it is. 

Mr. CULLOM. Ihave no objection to the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. , 

Mr. CULLOM. The amendment just adopted will necessitate 
a change in the total sum appropriated at the end of the para- 
graph. I suggest that the clerks may be authorized to change the 
totals where such change is made necessary by the adoption of 
amendments in any icular clause of the bill. That will 
obviate the necessity of calling attention to each particular change 
that may be made n ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the absence of objection, that 
will be understood as agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 
the Committee on Appropriations was, on 7, line 16, before 
the word ‘‘ thirteen,” to strike out ‘‘and;” in line 17, after the 
word “‘each,” toinsert “‘and page, six hundred dollars;” and in 
line 18, before the word “ hundred,” to strike out “‘ twenty-five 
thousand six” and insert “ twenty-six thousand two;” so as to 
make the clause read: 


Folding room: For sepueieainet of folding room, $2,160; t in 
folding room, $1,200; clerk in folding room, $1,200; foreman in fol room, 
1,200; nine folders, at $1,000 each; thirteen folders, at $840 each; page, 
); in all, $26,280. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of ‘*‘ Under Architect 
of the Capitol,” on page 7, line 22, before the words “ assistant 
engineers,” to strike out ‘‘three” and insert “four;” in line 25, 
before the word “firemen,” to strike out ‘‘ two” and insert “‘ three;” 
on page 8, line 1, before the word “laborers,” to strike out ‘‘ four” 
and insert “‘ six;” and in line 4, before the word “ dollars,” to strike 
out ‘‘ sixteen thousand one hundred and fifty” and insert “twenty 
thousand one hundred and twenty-five;” £0 as to make the clause 
read: 

Under Architect of the Capitol: For chief engineer, 160; 4 assistant 
engineers, at $1,440 each; 3 conductors of elevators, at $1 each; machinist 
and assistant conductor of elevators, $1,000; 3 firemen, at $1,095 each; 6 labor- 
ers, at $720 each; in all, $20,125. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on 9, line 2, before the word 
“thousand,” to strike out ‘“‘one” and insert ‘‘two;” so as to make 
the clause read: 


For materials for furniture and repairs of same, exclusive of labor, $2,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 9, line 4, before the word 
“thousand,” to strike out ‘‘one” and insert ‘‘two;” so as to make 
the clause read: 


For services in cleaning, repairing, and varnishing furniture, $2,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in the provisions for the House of 
Representatives, on page 17, line 8, after the word ‘‘ days,” to strike 
out: 


And the appropriations made in the foregoing par: hs under the Senate 
and House of Representatives for session employees be available on and 
after the first day of the meeting of the Fifty-fifth Congress, and continue 
available until the final adjournment of the first session of said Congress. 


So as to make the clause read: 


That wherever the words “ during the session” occur in the foregoing par- 
agraphs they shall be construed to mean not exceeding seven mon or two 
hundred and seven days. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 17, after line 12, to insert: 


For clerk hire, Members and Delegates: To pay Members and Delegates the 
amount they certify they have paid or to ey for clerk hire neces- 
sarily employed by them in the discharge of their o and representative 
duties, as provided in the joint resolution approved March 3, 1 during the 
session of Congr and when Dongrem is not in session as provided in House 
resolution passed May 1896, $400,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary; 
and Representatives Delegates elect to agree whose credentials in due 
form of law have been duly filed with the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, in accordance with the provisions of section 81 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States, shall be entitled to payment under this appropriation. 


The amendment was agreed to. 7 

The next amendment was, on page 18, after line 13, to strike out: 

To pay Members and Delegates the amount which tex contity they have 
paid or agreed to pay for clerk hire necessarily employed by them in the dis- 
charge of their official and representative dut: as provided in the joint 
resolution approved March 3, 1893, and House resolution, passed May 8, 1896, 
$100,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary. 

The amendment was ——— to. 

The reading of the bill was continued to the end of line 20 on 
page 19. 

Mr. CULLOM. As there are a good many Senators who are 
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especially interested in the Library of Congress, and as the Senate 
is not very well attended this evening, I suggest that we pass over 
all of the provisions relating to the Library, which will be from 
the words ‘‘ Library of Congress,” in line 21, page 19, down to and 
including line 12 on page 26. 

a PRESIDING OFFICER. Without reading soc much of the 
i 

Mr. CULLOM. Yes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, that 
course will be pursued. The Chair hears none. 

The reading of the bill was resumed, beginning with line 13 on 
page 26. The next amendment of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions was, under the head of ‘‘ Executive,” on page 27, line 2, after 
the words ‘‘ President of the United States,” to strike out ‘‘ Pri- 
vate Secretary ” and insert ‘‘ Secretary;” so as to read: 

For sgmpeamtion to the following in the office of the President of the 
United States: Secretary, $5,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of “ Department of 
State,” on page 28, line 15, before the word ‘‘dollars,” to insert 
“four hun ;’ and in line 23, before the word “dollars,” te 
strike out ‘‘ nineteen thousand six hundred” and insert ‘‘ twenty 
thousand;” so as to make the clause read: 

For compensation of the Secre of State, $8,000; Assistant Secretary, 


500; Second and Third Assistant retaries, at $3,500 each; chief clerk, 


500; six chiefs of bureaus and one translator, at $2,100 each; private secre- 


to the Cvseery, $2,400; eleven clerks of class 4; four clerks of class 3; 
seven clerks of class 2; one clerk of class 2, for indexing records, $1,400; six- 
teen clerks of class 1, one of whom is to be a telegraph operator; five clerks, 
at $1,000 each: ten clerks, at $900 each; one messenger; three assistant mes- 
sengers; packer, $720; and ten laborers; in all, $120,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of ‘ Office of Comp- 
troller of the Treasury,” on page 36, line 8, before the word 
“hundred,” to strike out “five” and insert “‘seven,” and in the 
same line, after the word “ dollars,” to strike out: 


Five law clerks revising accounts and briefing opinions, at $2,100 each; 
three clerks of class four; 


And insert: 


Chief law clerk, $2,700; four law clerks revising accounts and briefin 
opinions, one at $2,100, and three at $2,000 each; two confidentiai clerks of 
c 4, including one for the Assistant Comptroller. 

In line 15, before the word ‘‘clerks,” to strike out “four” and 
insert ‘‘five,” and in line 17, before the word “ hundred,” to strike 
out ‘‘six” and insert ‘‘nine;” so as to make the clause read: 


Office of Comptroller of the Treasury: For Comptroller of the Treasury 


500; Assistant Comptroller of the Treasury, $4,500; chief clerk, $2,700; chief 
w clerk, $2,700; four law clerks revising accounts and briefing opinions, one 
at $2,100 and three at $2,000 each; two confidential clerks of class 4, including 


one for the Assistant Comptroller; five clerks of class 3; two clerks of class 1; 
two messengers; and one assistant messenger; in all, $39,900. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was,under the head of ‘Office of the 
Treasurer,” on page 41, line 23, before the word ‘‘ clerks,” to strike 
out “eighteen” and insert ‘‘twenty;” on page 42, line 1, before 
the word ‘‘ clerks,” to strike out ‘‘ eight” and insert “ten,” and in 
line 3, before the word “‘ hundred,” to strike out ‘‘ sixty-six thou- 
sand six” and insert ‘“‘seventy thousand eight;” so as to make the 
clause read: 

For tho force employed in redeeming the national currency (to be reim- 
bursed by the natio banks), aon’ For superintendent, $3,500; teller, 
$2,500; bookkeeper, $2,400; assistant teller, $2,000; two clerks of class 4; three 
clerks of class 3; four clerks of class 2; twenty clerks of class1; one skilled 
laborer, $1,000; ten clerks, at $1,000 each; ten clerks, at $000 each; three 
assistant messengers; and one charwoman; in all, $70,800. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of “Office of 
the Director of the Mint,” on page 47, line 6, after the word 
** dollars,” to insert ‘‘examiner, $2,500,” and in line 15,. before the 
word “hundred,” to strike out ‘‘twenty-six thousand eight” 
and insert “twenty-nine thousand three;” so as to make the 
clause read: 

Office of the Director of the Mint: For Director, $4,500; examiner. $2,500; 
computer, $2,500; assayer, $2,200; adjuster of accounts, $2,000; two clerks of 
class 4; one clerk of class 2; four clerks of class 1; translator, $1,400; one clerk, 
$1,000; one copyist; one messenger; assistant in laboratory, $1,000; and one 
assistant messenger; in all, $29,360. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of ‘‘ Office of Super- 
vising Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service,” on page 48, line 
19, to insert the following proviso: 

Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized, in his 
discretion, to nt to the medical officers of the Marine-Hospital Service 
commissioned by the President, without deduction of pay, leaves of absenoe 
for the same periods of time and in the same manner as is now authorized to 
be granted to officers of the Army by the Secretary of War. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


ae ems ee we = ene ew 
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The next amendment was, under the head “‘ Office of assistant 
treasurer at Chicago,” on page 54, line 11, before the word ‘‘dol- 
lars,” to strike out ‘‘ four thousand five hundred” and insert “five 
thousand:” in line 16, before the word “clerks,” to strike out 
‘*ten” and insert ‘‘ eleven,” and in line 21, before the word “ hun- 
dred,” to strike out “thirty-four thousand two” and insert 
‘‘thirty-five thousand nine;” so as to make the clause read: 


Office of assistant treasurer at Chicago: For assistant treasurer, $5,000; 
cashier, $2,500; payins —. $1,800; assorting teller and receiving teller, 
at $1,500 each; cler bookkeeper, and two coin, coupon, and currency 
clerks, at $1,500 oat eleven clerks, at $1,200 each; messenger, $840; ones 
raghe r, $720; janitor, $600; and three watchmen, at $720 each; in all, $35,920. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of ‘‘ Office of assist- 
ant treasurer at New York,” on page 57, line 3, after the word 
‘‘ dollars,” to strike out ‘‘ engineer, $1,050,” and insert ‘‘ two engi- 
neers, at $1,050 each;” and in line 9, before the word “‘ dollars,” to 
increase the total apprepriation from $194,590 to $195,640. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of “‘United States 
mints and assay offices,” on 59, line 15, after the subheading 
‘Mint at Carson, Nev.,” to e out— 


For assayer in charge, $2,500; melter, $2,000; assistant assayer, $1,500; and 
one clerk, $1,500; in all, $7,500— 


And insert: 


For gt $3,000; [a and melter and refiner, at $2,500 each; 


chief clerk, $1,800; cashier, assistant a” assistant melter 
and refiner, and weigh Gert of at $1,500 each; in all, $17 


So as to make the clause read: 

Mint at Carson, Nev.: For superintendent, $3,600, etc. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 59, line 25, to increase the 
appropriation for wages of workmen at the mint at Carson, Nev., 
from $10,000 to $15,000 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 60, line 1, under the head of 
*‘ Mint at Carson, Nev.,” to strike out— 

For incidental and contingent expenses, $3,000— 

And insert: 


For incidental and_ contingent ex 
officers and loss on sale of sweeps, $7 


So as to make the clause read: 


For incidental and contingent expenses, including wastage of operative 
officers and loss on sale of sweeps, $7, 


mses, including wastage of operative 


The amendment was agreed to 
The next amendment was, on page 64, after line 24, to insert: 
Assay office at Deadwood, 8. Dak.: The Secretary of the is hereby 
authorized and directed to provide sufficient room for an assay office in the 
city of Deadwood, as provided by the act a; a June 11, 1896, entitled + 
act making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the Government for 
the fiscal year en June 90, 1897, and for other purposes,” and provide the 
same with the necessary ietieee and apparatus. For the payment of sala- 
ries nnd wages of workmen and contingent expenses and ren’ Jn sum of 
#19 ,000- > hereby a in addition to the sum alvendy aay ted, 
conducted under the provisions of an ast outi ed “An 
<7 laws relative to the ee. assay offices, and 
* approved February 12, 1873. 


The amendment was agreed to 

The next amendment was, under the ——_ = - aero Almanac 
Office,” on page 80, line 8, to increase th tion “for 
services of a competent mathematician to a completion 
of the tables of the planets” from $2,000 to 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of stoma of 
the Interior,” on page 84, line 13, after the word ‘‘each,” to insert 

‘census clerk, $2,000;” and on 85, line 12, before the word 
‘‘thousand,” to strike out ‘‘ twenty-four” and insert “ twenty-six; ” 


act oeeiae and ae 
coinage of the United Sta’ 


so as to make the clause read: 
Office of the a com aoaiien of the aes: = the interior 

$8.000; First Assistant retary, $4,500; Assistant nut Bite ba 

clerk, $2,500, and $250 additional as superintendent of Sho bs 

jing; nine members of a board of pension a: be 

retary of the Interior, at $2,000 shake 8 i with 

the admi on of the public-land ser mervica to to = 2 Beans cles by 

tary of the Interior and to be aes to his direction clerk ro charge 

of documents, $2,000; c ian, who shall iol sie bond in such sum as 

retary of the Interior a rn Se, chiefs of division a at 

$2,000 each, one of whom be a ; four Bey 000 each; 

census clerk, $2,000 vate secretary to vtewe ee the taterior, $2,000; 

eleven clerks of class 4; nine clerks of class 3; thirteen cler f class al 

twenty-five clerks of class 1, two of —— shall gg hers - : 

writers; returns office clerk, $1,200 to be he 

President, to two fan. a $1,000 each; aa veierk, 

$600; : Six assistan’ 
ourtesn la one at and one at 
20; two ioe tormenceaem. at $900 each; one laborer, $600; one 
« 


os terse 
; con- 
or of elevator, $720; four charwomen; captain of the watch, $l ; forty 
watchmen; additional to two watchmen acting as lieutenants of " 


i Paseo 


—— two 


at $120 each; 4 enatnnen, r, $l ,200; assistant engineer, : to 
enable the Sec the — to em oar oe dis- 
tributing the re ieee co'emnigy Saborers in ate $226,030. - 


Mr. CULLOM.. I ao ps to disagree to the amendments 
reported from the Committee on Appropriations which have just 
been stated. 

The amendments were rejected. 

Mr. CULLOM. Now, I offeran a anew 
paragraph after the word “dollars,” in line 12, re ae 

The P IDING OFFICER. The be stated, 

The SecRETARY. On page 85, after line 12, it is proposed to 
insert: 

For a clerk of 4, to act 
Light incident to the f ae aly and preservation honk er sne, aes, pent, =a 

venth previous censuses, immediately ~ TT. a 
The amendment was a to. 
of was resumed. The next amendment of 
was, under the subhead “ Patent 


000 to $3, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the subhead ‘‘ Bureau of Edu- 
cation,” on page 93 line 23, 23, before the word “dollars,” to insert 
‘six hundred;” and on page 94, line 18, before the word “hun- 
dred,” to strike out “two” and insert ‘“‘eight;” so as to make the 
clause read: 

Bureau of Education: For 
$1,800; statistician, 

i ventive and crime, , 
cpasea ee four Ps of class 2 Ot gan wast, $030 
a , >; seven twocopyists, a each; oo ’ 
each; laborer, $400; cadena ni oa - 

The amendment was 

Mr. BATE. In the clause 
page 93, line 24, after the w 
out “ $1,800 ” and insert “‘ $2,000;” so as to read: 

Statistician, $2,000. 


20 which has just | been amended, on 
** statistician,” I move to strike 


That is merely ering an increase of salary to the statistician 
of the Bureau of ion of $200 a year, which should be agreed 
to. He is the chief of a division. 

Mr. CULLOM. I understand the statistician in the Bureau of 
Education is really a chief of division. The Senate adopted a sim- 
ilar amendment last year, which the other House to, 
or at least the conferees refused to agree to; but I am » 80 
far as I am concerned, to let the amendment go into this bill, as 
there seems to be some merit in it. 

Mr. BATE. Thatis right. A similar amendment was agreed 
to at the last session. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 
the Committee on Appropriations was, under the head of ‘“‘Sur- 
veyors-general and their clerks,” on page 100, line 12, before the 
word “dollars,” to strike out ‘* eight thousand five hundred ” and 
insert “‘ ten thousand;” and in line 13, before the word “ dollars,” 
to strike out ‘‘ten thousand five hundred” and insert “twelve 
thousand;” so as to make the clause read: 

Forsurveyor 
ae Sh fio: inal of eae Territory of New Mexico, $2,000; and forclerks 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of ‘‘Department of 
Labor,” on page 111, line 17, before the word ** laborers,” to strike 
out “two” and insert “four; * and in line 22, before the word 
‘* dollars,” to strike out ‘‘one thousand two hundred and ee > 
and insert ‘two thousand five hundred and forty;” so as to 


ae 
‘or compensation of the Commissioner of Labor: clerk, $2,500; 
cach: four clarks of vi 
ve clerks of class 1; ten 
“600 


cler four 
aisbarsing clerk ae class By aig clerks of Gnas 
one asaistant 
three watchmen; ‘ 
; in 


cle 

rks, at S100 om cack; twe ae ~ 
each: ton special agents at $1,400 exch; Saenekibeden at $1,200 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was, in the provision for Court of Private 
Land Claims, on page 114, ‘line 9, after the words ‘‘on the,” to 
strike out “ Bist day of December ” and insert “ 4th day of March;” 
and in line 11, after the word “and,” where it occurs the first time, 
to strike out ee and insert **ninety-nine;” so as to 
make the clause 


Sec. 19. That the powers and functions of the court established by this act 
shall cease and determine on the 4th day of March, , and all vapors, 
and records of said court belonging’ to any pu 





pas a ae 
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A bill (H. R. 9704) to authorize the Washington and Glen Echo 
Railroad Company to obtain a right of way and construct tracks 
into the District of Columbia 600 feet; and 






























The amendment was a to. A joint resolution (H. Res. 228) providing for additional tele- 
The reading of the bill was continued to the end of line 5 on gragils end clectrio ight facilities in the city of Washington, 
page 115. D. C., during the inaugural ceremonies on the 4th day of March, 


Mr. COCKRELL. Iam not certain as to the effect of the pro- 
vision on page 114, beginning with the proviso in line 23 and 
going down to the peng fe the additional proviso in line 5 
on page 115. Iam fearful that it may have some effect on the 
salaries of United States marshals and deputy marshals, and 
therefore I will ask that it may be stricken out so that we may 
consider it in conference. ; 

Mr. CULLOM. Would it not be just as well to have the pro- 
viso referred to over for to-night? 

Mr. ALLISON. We can not dispose of the bill this evening. 

Mr.COCKRELL. That would be very much better. 

Mr. CULLOM. It think it would be better, perhaps. We will 
look into the matter meanwhile. 

Mr. ALLISO. 


1897. 
The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

A bill (H. BR. 9841) to amend an act authorizing the West Brad- 
dock Bridge Company toconstruct a bridge over the Monongahela 
River from the borough of Rankin to Mifflin Township; and 

A bill (HL. R. 9935) to authorize the construction or acquisition 
of a bridge across the Rio Grande River at El Paso, in the State 
of Texas. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 280) to prohibit the sale of intoxicating drinks to 


a Indians, providin nalties therefor, and for other purposes; and 

Mr. N. Letit be passed over. A bill (H. R. 9663) to extend and amend an act entitled ‘‘An 

Mr. CULLOM. I ask that the may be passed over for | act to grant the right of way to the Kansas, Oklahoma Central 

the evening. . __ | and Southwestern Railway pany through the Indian Terri- 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That course will be pursued, if | tory and Oklahoma Territory, and for other purposes,” approved 
there be no objection. December 21, 1893. 


The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 
the Committee on Appropriations was, under the subhead ‘‘ United 
States courts, Indian Territory,” on page 115, line 12, after the 
words “ per annum,” to insert ‘‘and give bonds as othermarshals;” 
so as to make the additional proviso read: 

ovided further, That district attorneys T - 
tolp chal eens Udbeurtamm eal wei of the marshals chal 
receive a salary of $4,000 per annum and give bonds as other 


The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions: 

A bill (H. R. 1064) for the relief of Henry F. Thornton; and 

A bill (H. R. 9619) granting a pension to Mirum C. Peck. 

The bill (H. R. 4879) for the relief of John H. Willis was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
































airs. 
The bill (H. R. 3014) revising and amending the statutes relat- 


The amendment was to. ing to patents was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
The reading of the bill was continued to the end of line 23 on | mittee on Patents. ve 
ge 116. The bill (H. R. 4178) providing for the use by the United States 


Mr. CULLOM. I desire to offer an amendment to come in after 
the word ‘‘ dollars,” in line 23, page 116, which seems to be neces- 
sary in order toenable the Government to keep a commissioner in 
the Yellowstone Park. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Secretary. After the word “‘dollars,” in line 23, page 116, 


of devices covered by letters patent. was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the action of 
the House of tatives di ing to theamendments of the 


it is proposed to add: Senate to the (H. R. 96388) ing appropriations for the sup- 

provisions of section 21 of an act for the | Port of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, and 

gislative, executive, expenses of the t for the fiscal | requesting a conference with the Senate on the disagreeing votes 
year @ June 30, 1807, and for other purposes, approved a sae of the two Houses thereon. 

ae SRO NE of SG Cueeeetener Co neees Mr. ALLISON. In the absence of the Senator from Pennsyl- 

. Pern es vania {Mr. Quay], who has charge of the bill, I move that the 

The amendment was agreed to. Senate insist upon its amendments and accede to the request of 


the House of Representatives for a conference. 
The motion was agreed to. 
By unanimous consent, the Presiding Officer was authorized to 


aoe ee ee eee 
Mr. M. On page 3 I overlooked a little amendment 
which the committee desire to have made. In the provision for 


the office of the of the Senate, line 11, after the word | appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. Quay, 
“each” where it occurs first time, I move to insert: i Hose, and Mer. BLACKBURN were appointed. 

One assistant messenger, $1,200. RICHARD BROOKINS. 

The amendment was to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the amend- 
ments of the House of sear oe gata to the bill (S. 1690) grant- 
ing a pension to Richard Brookins. 


agreed 
Mr.CULLOM. Inline 12, page3, I move to strike out the words: 
Page, nine hundred and twelve dollars and fifty cents. 


The amendment was agreed to. amendments were, in line 5, after the word “‘month,” to in- 
Then total hanged read | 8ert “subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension 
a aa a the should be c soa to laws;” in 7, after the word ‘‘ Cavalry,” to strike out down to 


and including the word ‘“‘seven,” in line 11; and, in line 13, after 
the word ‘‘ Colored,” to strike out down to and including the word 
‘*five,” in line 15, and insert the word ‘* Infantry;” so as to make 
the bill read: 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That change will be made. 

Mr. CULLOM. I hope that to-morrow the Senate will take up 
the pending bill as — as possible and conclude its considera- 
tion during the day. The reading of the bill having been com- 















pleted, all the amendments of the committee having been Be rel onertod, je. The That woplace, of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
agreed to except with — to the provisions rela to the | a= ‘ on the pension roll, at the rate of $i2 per 
: month, subject to the and limitations of the pension laws, the 
Library and to public dings and grounds, I move & the | name of Richard Brookins, who served under that name in Troops M and H 
Senate adjourn. of the Ninth Regiment of United States Cavalry, and under the name of Dick 
Mr. LODGE. I hope the Senator from Hlinois will withhold | Spencerin Company K, One hundred and twenty-third United States Colored 


Infantry. 


Mr. BAKER. I move that the Senate concur in the amend- 
ments made to the bill by the House of Representatives. 
The motion was sanen 


that motion for amoment. I should like to ask unanimous con- 
sent for the present consideration of a bill. 

Mr. CULLOM. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will lay before the 
Senate bills from the House of Representatives for reference. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia: 

A bill (H. R. 4279) to cure the title to certain real estate in the 
District of Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. 8010) to authorize a survey for construction of a 
bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River in line 
With Massachusetts avenue extended eastward; 

tarts 8499) in relation to taxes and tax sales in the Dis- 

umbia; 


ALFRED P. BUSS. 


Mr. LODGE. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 2941) granting increase of pension to 
Alfred P. Buss. It is asmall bill which has been reported by our 
committee without amendment. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to place on the 
eae roll the name of Alfred P. Buss, late private Company D, 

ourth Regiment Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, at 330 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 






trict of 
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SETTLEMENT OF CERTAIN CLAIMS AGAINST THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. GORMAN. Iask the Senate to consider at this time the 
bill (H. R. 8726) to provide for the payment of certain claims 
against the District of Columbia by drawback certificates. It has 
been reported unanimously by the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CULLOM. I renew the motion that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 45 minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Wednesday, Janu- 
uary 20, 1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, January 19, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. CoupDEN. 
ee of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House for the consideration of 
pension bills, under the special order. 

The SPEAKER. That would be the regular order, if the gen- 
tleman demands the regular order. 

Mr. THOMAS. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The House will resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House to consider pension bills, under the special 
order of the House. The Clerk will report the special order. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That on Tuesday, the 19th day of January, immediately after the 
reading of the Journal, the House shall resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole House for the consideration of such bills as are in order on the sessions 
of Friday evenings, and that in the consideration of such bills under this 
resolution ten minutes’ debate shall be allowed on each bill, with the amend- 
ments thereto, such time to be divided equally between those favoring and 
those opposing the bill: Provided, however, That nothing in this resolution 
shall be construed as interfering with conference reports on general appro- 
priation bills. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. TALBERT. I would like toaskif the ten minutes allowed 
is to comprise the reading of the report? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the report of the com- 
mittee is only read as a part of the debate. 

Mr. TALBERT. As part of the debate? 

The SPEAKER. It is only read asa of the debate. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House, Mr. HENDERSON in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The House is in Committee of the Whole, 
under the special order adopted yesterday morning, to consider 
bills proper tu be considered at the Friday night sessions. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. ERDMAN. Does not the special order require that the 
House shall resolve itself into Committee of the Whole? 

The CHAIRMAN. It has resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole now. 

Mr. ERDMAN. By what action? 

The CHAIRMAN. It was done in pursuance of the special 
order, and by order of the Speaker. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Can the Speaker resolve the House into Com- 
mittee of the Whole or must it resolve itself? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is resolved in the usual way, and we are 
now in Committee of the Whole. The Clerk will report the first 
bill. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I understand the first bill is 
Calendar No. 630, which was being considered when the commit- 
tee rose at the last sitting. The gentleman from South Carolina 
[Mr. TALBERT] had the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. Calendar No. 608 was passed over without 
prejudice, the Chair is informed. 

Mr. THOMAS. We had one bill under consideration, the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. TALBERT] had the floor, and I 
asked him to yield for a motion that the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will first dispose of the bill 
that was under consideration. ; 

Mr. THOMAS. I ask that that bill be disposed of. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

WILLIAM R. HARLESS. 
A bill (H. R. 4629) granting a pension to William R. Harless. 


JANUARY 19, 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is 
authorized and directed to the name of Willner k" 


mate upon the pension roll 
Harless, of Red Bank, Dou County, Mo., late a soldier in Companies B and 
E, Sixtieth Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia, in the war for the suppression 


of the rebellion, and pay him a pension at the rate of $12 per month. 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I would like to have the 
report read. 


o he CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the gentleman’s 
ime. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the report, which is as follows: 

The Committee on invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
4629) entitled “‘A bill granting a pension to William R. Harless,” beg leave to 
submit the following report, and recommend that said bill do pass with 


amendments: 
William R. Harless served as a private in Company B, Sixtieth Regiment 


Missouri Enrolled Militia, from J nly , 1862, to January, Yso3, when the company 
was disbanded; also, he enlisted again as corporal, Company E, Sixtieth Mis- 
souri Enrolled Militia, under Captain Morton, in the spring of 1863 and served 
with it until the company was disbanded in January, ; he also served a 
coast perinn in Capt. B. F'. Cook’s company of the St. Clair County Missouri 

ilitia. 

The records of the War Daypertoaens do not show that either of these organi- 
zations were ever mustered into the United States service. 

Claimant applied for | June 13, 1881, for results of 1g -pneumonia 
contracted at Quine , Hickory County, Mo., which settl back and hips. 


claim was rejected on Ro gecuats of no ratable disability from al- 
nas cuueee since date of er o . 
8 ’ 


ed a claim July 22, under act of June 27, 1890, for “ affection of 


" which was rejected on ground of his not having been in tl 
service of the Uuiten States. = ‘ae 
t the 


Proofs have been re to your committee showing contr 
claimant served, as alleged by him, in the Enrolled Missouri tia about 
one and one-half years. 

On the o of disability claimant filed, September 10, 1885, the affidavit 
of Dr. M. H. Osborn that he examined him and found a pa debilitated 
condition. He was then suffering from varix of thigh and leg, chronic inflam- 
mation of bladder, and diseased condition appearance of long standing 
and permanency. Disability three-fourths. 

Dr. W. J. Gilbreath testified that claimant was afflicted with congestion of 
arteries and kidney disease, and the spinal column affected, lower end being 
curved inward; founda great amount of albumen in urine, and urine bloody; 
troubled with cramps, and arteries rupt , and also hydrocele—a case of 
general disability to extent of three-fourths at least. 

Dr. J. H. Hill testified to finding considerable tenderness over kidneys, 
excessive flow of urine, and applicant complains of continuous pain in region 
of kidneys and bladder, and varicosed veins of both legs and feet. 

Dr. L. K. Burdett filed March 28, 1891, that claimant suffered with varicose 
veins of both legs, rupture in left inguinal region, injury to hips and back, 


and rheumatism. had — ribs broken, three on right and five on left 


side, and has heart disease—his disabilities amounting to three-fourths or 


more. 

Dr. J. T. Stewart testified March 28, 1891, that he has varicose veins in both 
legs and abdomen, hernia left side, injury to back and hips, and rheumatism 
and valvular of the heart, and from having eight ribs broken. All of 
his ailments are of ey and of a permanent character and not ag- 

vated from vicious habits. He had a severe cut with an ax, serving lower 
hird of fibula of left leg. 


He was examined by a board of cuainive ms April 4, 1883, who gave 
noe no coitne. has not been examined since by a r ‘board y 


with the committee a numerously signed petition. certifying 
to his service and the merits of his claim, and for hima on of $12 


per month; also the testimony of comrades, setting forth that while a member 
of Company B, Sixtieth Missouri Enrolled Militia, he had a bad _—_ of ty- 
phoid pneumonia that left him crippled in back and hips, and that in an 
engagement with the enemy his horse forced him astride of a smali tree 


which caused rupture in left side, and that from vaccination his blood was 
contaminated by poison, which aff him ever since 


Your commit believe him entitled to a — and recommend that 
the bill do pass with the following amendment: 


Strike out all between the word “  egam W in line 5, and the word “and,” 
in line 8, and insert in lieu thereof the words “late private in Companies B 
and E, Sixtieth Regiment Enrolled Missouri tia. 

Mr. TALBERT (during the reading of the ao}. Mr. Chair- 
man, I ask that the further reading of the report be dispensed with. 
This is a claim for pension to a man where the reports from the 
War aes pa do not show that either organization was ever 
mustered ir as United States troops. They give him no ratable 
disability. It seems to me that it is a very unjust claim, and it 
— not to pass. 

he amendment recomended by the committee was agreed to. 

The question was taken on ordering the bill as amended to be 
laid aside with a favorable recommendation; and the Chairman 
announced that the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. ERDMAN vision, Mr. Chairman. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 79; noes 21. 

So the bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

MARGARET O’DONNELL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


4823) for the relief of Margaret O’Donnell, nurse of United States 
Volunteers. 


The bill was read. 

Mr. MILNES. Mr. Chairman, that is a bill that was passed 
over the other day. The beneficiary of that bill is dead. I there- 
fore move that the bill be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it lie on the table. 

The motion was 5 

J. R. PACK. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. RB. 

6234) to restore the name of J. R. Pack to the pension roll. 
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called the gentleman’s attention. Now, Mr. Chairman, no claim 
that has been presented during this Congress is more just or equi- 
table than this one. The claimant was placed upon the roll by 
order of the Pension Bureau, but when the present administration 
came into power the roll was revised and he was stricken from it. 
There is no question about his service. There is no question about 
the justice of his claim, and I hope the committee will be sustained 
in its recommendation in this case. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I call attention to this lan- 
guage in the report: 

His name was dropped from the rolls November 3, 1894, on the ground of 
insufficient service (two months), subsequent service as acting assistant sur- 
geon not re ized. 

The seodicn! examination under which he was pensioned shows him rated 


at twelve-eighteenths for disease of lungs and six-eighteenths for general 
debility. 


It appears, therefore, from the report itself thatit is all a matter 
of guesswork as to the length of this man’s service. It so appears 
from the report of the committee. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I know this claimant for pen- 
sion personally, and have known him for some years. I personally 
know about the service in and of which he was a part. There is 
no question about that service having been rendered, nor is there 
any question but that since the time when he was stricken from 
the roll he has become completely disabled. He was not com- 

letely disabled at the time the examination was made by the 
d, but since that time and since his name was stricken from 
the roll he has become a physical wreck. 

Mr. TALBERT. Do you maintain that his disabilities can be 
traced to service origin? 

Mr. TRACEY. o. He was pensioned under the law of 1890; 
but it remains true that disabilities which can not be traced by 
competent testimony to service origin have a strong presumption 
in favor of their origin in the service. 

Mr. TALBERT. You say that you know him personally. Do 

‘ou state here that you know personally that his disabilities can be 
ced to service origin? 

Mr. TRACEY. I donot know that personally, but I do person- 
~*~ know about the service. 
all? 








The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, 
authorized and directed to restore to the pension roll of the United States 
the name of J. R. Pack, who was a private in Company D of the Webster 
County (Mo.) Home Guards, and acting assistant surgeon of the United States 
Army, and pay him a pension at the rate of $12 per month. 


Mr. TALBERT. I ask that the report be read. 

The report (by Mr. CROWTHER) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6234) entitled “A bill to restore the name of James R. Pack to the pension 
roll,” beg leave to submit the following report, and recommend that said 
pill do pass with amendments: 

James R. Pack served as a are in Company D, Webster County (Mo.) 
Home Guards, from June 12, 1861, to November 1, 1861, when honorably dis- 
charged; and alsoserved as an acting assistant pengoes. United States Army, 
from September 9to November 9, 1862. The following certificate of discharge 
proves his service in the Webster County, Mo., Home Guards: 

To whom it may concern; 


Know ye that, under the provisions of the act of Congress apqrevee May 
15, 1886, J. R. who was enrolled as a private in Compan , Webster 
County (Mo.) Home Guards, on the 12th of June, 1861, is hereby discharged 
the service of the United States, to date November 1, 1861. 

Given at ae City this 20th day of June, 1891. 

By authority of the Secretary of War: 

F. 0. AINSWORTH, 


Major and Surgeon, United States Army. 


This applicant applied for pension July 18, 1891, under the act of June 27, 
1890, and was pensioned from date of application at $12 per month for “ disease 
of lungs.” 

His name was dropped from the rolls November 3, 1894, on the ground of 
insufficient service (two months), subsequent service as acting assistant 
surgeon not recognized. 

The medical examination under which he was pensioned shows him rated 
at twelve-eighteenths for disease of lungs and six-eighteenths for general 


debility. 
"Tour: committee are of opinion that the soldier's opied above 


discharge, c 
from the original issued by the War aperemene, is conclusive evidence of 
service of more than ninety days and an honorable disc! , and that there- 
fore the —S fulfilled all the requirements intended in the act of June 
27, eee, an Sea recommend the passage of the bill, with the following 
amendments: 

Amend bill by substituting the word “James” instead of the initial “J” in 
the Christian name of the beneficiary, in line 5; also by adding after the last 
word in the printed bill the following proviso: 

‘* Provided, That the pension herein ted shall be paid to James R. Pack, 
and that no part of it s be retained by any authority to reimburse the 
Government for any pension heretofore paid.’ 

Also amend title by inserting the Christian name “ James” instead of the 
initial “J” in the name of the beneficiary. 


Mr. TALBERT. ~ Mr. Chairman, I just want to call the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact that this is a claim for a pension for 
a man where there is no evidence that he ever served as long as 
ninety days. He was in the Home Guards, and it was never stated 
that he did any duty or anything of the sort. It seems to me that 
it is a vory unjust claim, and has no merit at allin it. I move 
that the bill be reported to the House with the recommendation 
that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Chairman, I am surprised that my 
distinguished friend from South Carolina, who professes to be so 
fair and friendly to all old soldiers, should raise any objection to 
this case, when if he had read the report or pajd attention to the 
reading of the report, he would have discovered that this soldier 
was in the service from the 12th day of June, 1861, until Novem- 
ber 1, 1861, when he was dischar by order of the War Depart- 
—_ Hence, there is no question about the service of this 
soldier. 

Mr. TALBERT. The point I make is this—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. CROWTHER. For a question, yes. 

Mr. TALBERT. There is noevidence that the man ever served 
ninety days. 

Mr. CROWTHER. There is evidence from the War Depart- 
ment, and it is set forth in the report. 

Mr. TALBERT. Did he ever serve at all? 

Mr. CROWTHER. Certainly he served. 

Mr. TALBERT. The fact of his being discharged is no evidence 
of service, The report states that he served in the Home Guards, 
but there is no evidence as to what those Home Guards did in the 
wayofservice. There were thousands of men who were in ‘‘ Home 
Guards” for only a few days and never did any real service. 

Mr. CROWTHER. If my distinguished friend will read Report 
No. 1000, he will discover that there was an agreement between 
the President of the United States and the State of Missouri 
whereby the Home Guards of that State and the Missouri Militia 
were recognized as a part of the United States Army, and were 
mustered into the service in pursuance of that agreement. 

Mr. TALBERT. In the case which preceded this it was stated 
that there was no record in the War ent of this Missouri 
Militia ever having been mustered into the service. 

Mr. CROWT . There is no record pertaining to some of 
these organizations in the War ae but the record does 
exist in the jutant-general’s ce of the State of Missouri, 
together with the original agreement entered into between the 
President of the United States and the governor of Missouri, all 
of which is fully detailed in Report No. 1000, to which I have 

































r. TALBERT. Do you know that he ever did any service at 





Mr. TRACEY. I do. : 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. TALBERT that 
the bill be laid on the table, the Chairman declared that the noes 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. TALBERT. [I ask for a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 14, noes 75. 

So the motion was rejected. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was then 
adopted; and the bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JAMES WARBROOK. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R, 
7115) granting a pension to James Warbrook. 
The bill was read, as follows: - 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject tothe limitations 
and provisions of the a laws, the nameof James Warbrook, late private 
in Company K, One hundred and twenty-seventh Regiment Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Infantry, in the late war of the rebellion, at $12 per month. 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman,'I ask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7115) granting a pension to Joseph Warbrook, submit the following report: 

The claimant was a corpo in Company K, One hundred and twenty- 
seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers. He was enlisted August 5, 1862, and dis- 
charged, as shown by his certificate, on February 2%, 1863, for valvular disease 
of the heart. The evidence discloses that he was sound on enlistment and 
was a good soldier and hasan honorable discharge. His disease seems to have 
been incurred from exposure while in the service. 

A claim under the general law was rejected June 13, 1893, on ground of “‘ no 
pensionable disability from alleged disease of heart since date of filing claim.” 

A claim under act of June 27, 1890, was rejected June 28, 1893, on ground of 
“no ratable disability.” 

e claimant made application for reopening. The legal reviewer ap- 
proved the same “for disease of heart, kidneys, stomach, and bowels, rheu- 
matism, and genera! ill health.” 

The medical referee rejected same on the former ground of no “ ratable 
disability.” 

Cc t has five times been examined by medical boards, beginning on 
May 14, 1890, and ending September 26, 1894. Noratings are given in the last 
two, the same being had in 1894, when, by rule of the Pension Office, no rat- 
ings were allowed. In the other three examinations one board gives “no 
disability,”’ one four-eighteenths, and one six-eighteenths. A comparison af 
the condition of the claimant as shown in these five examinations indicates 
clearly to the minds of the committee that claimant is disabled at least six- 
eighteenths from rheumatism and heart disease, which last disease appears 
to be of service origin. 

In this case of medical contradiction the committee have carefully exam- 
ined the affidavits of two reputable physicians and six disinterested laymen 
who have known claimant from six to fifteen years. This testimony shows 
very clearly that cl nt is totally incapacitated from manual labor. One 

e ghyeliana, Dr. J. H. Stein, a graduate of St. Louis Medical College and 

practice nineteen years, examined claimant January 18, 1895, and found 






































































CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


him suffering from rheumatism, kidney, stomach, and bowel troubles, and 
totally disabled from manual labor. 


There is no doubt that claimant is now disabled, whatever may be the 
cause. His habits and character are shown to be unexceptionally good, and 
the committee recommend the passage of the bill. 

Mr. THOMAS, Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amendment 
to perfect the bill. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

In line 8, after the word ‘ pies: ” strike out the balance of the bill and 
insert “and pay him a pension of $12 per month.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


RICHARD O. ENRIGHT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. BR. 
6539) granting a pension to Richard C. Bnright. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the pone be, and he is he 


reby. 
authorized and directed to place upon the ee Il the name of Richard 
C. Enright, late colonel of the Sixty- oe and 


olunteer try 
poy him a pension of $30 per month, fe lieu of the pension ante paid to 


Mr. TALBERT. I ask that the report be read. 


The report (by Mr. Woop) was oe as ie 
oa Committee on Invalid Pensio: tt BR. 
meas a pension to Richard ie ‘the fain 

orice Enright was colonel rea ‘hie Volunteer 
from his enlistment October 30, 1861, on 
February 5, 1862. e evidence of 
extent by a captain of said regiment, sa es = 
January 8, ised, at night, while on — duty sek 
Alexandria Va., and in votmprmiag i ike, Sin ho 
ping mae a hole. thro throwing by i there = oa singe 
ing and sprain: of the m atone 
and from which ¢ ere has — anchy fogs of showtas 
date of this cates claimant has been 
pa BE ope Ba ae pe gp ey | i, i, 3. was sows on 
entitled to a e on onee as 
eighteenths for rheumatism. re ilies dine ility is rc is — 
There is much serttneas, matiee and o otherwise in Ww. 
has been examined mmittee, is “+ little doubt but that 
his disabilities entitle him to a pension of $30:per mons. 

Claimant is now drawin: r month under —< of oa 27, 1890, for 
injury to left arm and shoulder, rheumatism, and dise 

The only difficulty is in the proof that the disab: ee a ce 

At the time of the accident claimant _ — ie - how to Ewe 
disabled immediateley thereafter ong See ed since. pe —_ 

pear a aoe = in any pomner Ss abled Prior & to . a ange 
ine d all the evidence that is a 
under ae Ee laws; the Pension (haa weer aon is. this in- 
dorsement attached to the papers in the case by the gy ee Commis- 
Bic mer: 

‘The general case I do not believe he will be able to 

Be ~ =s him to have been ae = —— 
entitles him to r mon and 8 
amount of wvkdenee. requ at the ae ce 
ee — c a ttee this - 
sional action, that with an. 
to the title by So Mee lecsenee™ Eriteu of the word “ grant- 
ing.’ 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I tha a ie 
to the statement of the committee in their “the 
only difficulty i is in the proof that. the ris of ae ori- 
gin,” thus admitting that they have no f whatever that the 
disability can be traced toservice origin. they ** Believ- 
ing him to have been disabled in the line of duty;” so recom- 
mend this case without a scintilla of real proof. I submit, sir, 


that that is a very — m which to bring ina bill grant- 
ing a pension of a month. P merely merely wish to bring this point 


to the attention of the 
Mr. WOOD. Peiakomeen thin Sa a 
case entitling the claimant to a pension of @month. Thereis 
his own testimony, which is corroborated by one of the euptnins 
of the company. To be sure, it is not so much proof as the 
sion Office requires in these cases, but, from the nature of the 
dent, there could hardly be any other direct evidence but his own. 
He had established the picket line, and in returning his horse 
stumbled from stepping into a hole, and the claimant here thrown 
and injured. 
Mr. 3S. Will the gentleman permit an interruption right 
there? 


Mr. WOOD. Certainly. 
Mr. MILES. I sympathize with the gentleman’s claim that this 
i i that it would be difficult, under the cir- 
ae as would be required by the 
Pension Office, and I Peau ask the uation now that 
he has the floor, to tell the committee to what extent the individ- 
ual testimoay of the claimant himself is corroborated, as the re- 
i states it is, by some companion who was along with him at 

he time when the accident occurred. 

Mr. WOOD. It is a fact that he went out on the picket line 
that night, mounted. It is also a fact that when he went out he 
was we —without any disability. On the return of the pickets 
he was found to be disabled, disabled in the manner he 


JANUARY 19, 


claims. re accident itself is concerned, there is no evi. 


na wn testimony. 
ES. The fact that he was disabled on his return 


Mr. MILES. I think, Mr. Chairman, that ought to be satisfac. 


to 

‘Phe bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House, 
GEORGE E. REID. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R, 


— mn George EB. Reid. 
b--) pommehe 3 as follows: 


ee Secretary of the ret ot the Geteed bene 


ic. 
nee a pension roll of ae Ui - 
va y ne hund 
a okt unteer ciate and pay fhe a pension. red 


Be oo enacte 
authorized an 


name of Geo 
— eigh oes 


"See aa a cata the committee, to strike out 
“twelve” and insert “‘six,” so as to make the pension $6 per 
month, was read. 
ae STRONG. Mr. Chairman, I trust that the amendment 
ee Committee on Invalid Pensions will not prevail. 
Goonea ie wae Be ean oS Oe eee 
in the United States at the same time, the oldest of whom 
was under 20 ern EL 1 of age. The two older brothers died from 
wounds received in the Army, George E. Reid survived, but is a 
~wreck. I happen to know the witnesses whose affidavits have 
been in evidence before the committee. Dr. J. A. Sansell and Dr. 


disabled. e is cri ~ in the 


He is cri the right. shoulder 0 | 
can not ee Sacenieae He ss - 
a 


Now, George E. Reid did not put down the rebellion. He was 
n | bee under 16 yearsof age when he enlisted. "Bu He must have 
been under 16 yearsof when i 
period of ten months. served until 
ae 


liberal action it has. 

liberal course it apie 

ge 7 te oe a Tate as 

eee te for oene bil Pathe 

fenntetins itiful sum of $6 per month. I hope 
Gamnaitteoen tevelth Foasions ill 


- Lask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. Layton) was read, as follows: 


He filed 
Hien who Sas him a board ante oe 
fo rthor TS aaa 


oO —_ eye, and is con’ 
ion is more 
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The question kas taken on the amendment reported by 
committee, it was oo there being, on a division (called o 
by Mr. MILES)—ayes 9, noes 54. 

“The bill was then laid aside to be reported favorably to the 
House. 

GEORGE C. ABBEY. 


The next business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 350) 
ae eee x 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Re it enacted, etc., ‘Saad De Seseniney of ie Weteater be. and he is 
directed to C. Al 


thorized an increase the pension bbey, 
vrivate of M of the First Connecticut V 2. Aiiew, Sete 


and to pay him $20 per month from and after the passage of this act. 
Mr. TALBERT. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. ee ee as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid to w was referred the bill 
granting an increase of pension to PC. Abbey, submis the 


rt: 
After careful examination wo adopt the, report of the Senate Committee 


S. 350) 


Pensions, recommend the passage of the bill. 

The Senate report is as follows: 

Phe Committee om Pensions. to ern ee aoe 
ing a pension te ce. have examined 

similar bill was in the Pifty-third third Congress, firut session, re- 

anvil to Pm tne Committee on ons, examined, reported favorably, and 
passed the Senate. 

* The facts are as follows: 

a in 90, 1862, and = ee ey er 
Artillery, Ji was 
While in the res hs keel alae , and 
ous prostration, which resulted 
sient acy corer aral debility 
‘amily 

* He has frequent falling and for hours in 
cone seneet aap aa to business of any kind. Heis 
a man of habits and set 
ior ation ool ay ye os 

nsion 0: or & ra o 
(he Commaiseiguer of Pensions cut tis Anount mon te 
a certificate at that rate 189, which is now draw- 


dating from 
ing. An application for Sues tee took od 
‘Under these circumstances your amelie believe that the applicant 
ought to have special relief at the hands of Congress, and accordingly recom- 
mend that the bill do with an amendment. 
TAmend line 6 by striking out the word ‘thirty’ and insert in lieu thereof 
the word ‘twenty.*” 


The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 
WILLIAM T. WALKER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1888) 
"The Dil was read, aa ollows Walker. 
was read, as 
Troll, subject t9 the provision’ 
T Wale late of 


indiana Cav at the rate of 
ae B25 per 


Eight dollars a month. 
House decided 


gentleman Kentucky suggests. 
Mr. ERDMAN. I suggest that we have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. Kerr) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid to whom was referred the bill (S. 1888) 
granting an increase of pension to T. Walker, submit the f 


committee, after carefully examining adopt Senate report 
ne the committee, and eT 


is as follows: 
“The po ge eg eg mec et me oa, 
ing an increase of pension to W: T. Walker, have the same 


re 
rs ‘A similar bill was introduced in the Senate at the second session of the 
Pitt be ngeatens eis to the Commi’ Pe 
t was examined, favorably reported, and passed 
are as follows: 

The claimantin Cees Feb aa and was honorably dis- 
— a 18, 1865. Was m November 19, 1865, at 

for varicocele of increased to a 


From Sul left ae hm 
om aly i Hand a | ee et oe hoe 


was 


December 6, 188, claimant 
a is notified b _ Commissioner = ae thet his would be reduced 
to $8 unless he urnish evidence he was suffering from 


nnd ailments fee which bis nsion was granted under the act of 
June 27, 1890. January 13, claimant filed in Pension Office affida 
of five reputable physicians of Urbana, Ohio, where he resides, w 

te, substan’ . t from their a ae they know that 
is actually suffering from the for which eed 
he is ineapable of performing manual and 


Ha 


he is very papoons and sickly and at times weak mentally. It appears from 


the 


- 


has no means of os outside of his pension. 
chremmpstgneen, and in view of statements of the physicians 
mentioned, your committee recommend that the bill do pass. 

Mr. OWENS. oe . the report im this case 
case almost paralle the one presented yesterday. ence, in 
— _ give the aainanan ee to be consistent, I move 

the increase in this case in other words, that the rate 
= ve fixed by the bill be $12 instead of $25 
he question being taken, the amendment was rejected; there 
being—ayes 24, noes 54. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I ask to be allowed to take up, 


out of its order, the bill (H. R. 6765)—— 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I am compelled to ask for the 


eee order. 

TALBERT. If the gentleman will allow the bill and the 
— to be read, I am sure he will not object. 

THOMAS. I would like very much to accommodate the 
gentleman from South Carolina, but on conversation with gentle- 
men around me, I find many whose bills will be reached to- -day, 
and I have Ae mower for the © sas at least, that we will proceed 
in the with the C dar. Later on in the day I shall 
be very glad. if if possible, to accommodate the gentleman from 
South Carolina. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is the prerogative of the committee to 
determine the order in which it will proceed with the business, 
We will pursue the Calendar unless the House decides otherwise, 
or by unanimous consent permission is given. For the present 
the gentleman from oe objects, and the Clerk will report 
the next bill on the Calendar 

JAMES L. M’KINNEY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8688) to pension James L. McKinney for services in Oregon Indian 
wars 


The bill was read, as follows: 


resents & 


of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


Be oes a ee 
Seah Government the name of James 
s Company [, d Regiment 


kL. etn or , a. ww 
¥ 
of Capt. WW. "W. Chapman ser vice, and for injuries re- 


ceived in the Indian wars in Oregon, yo a Territory, and allow him a pen- 
sion at the rate of $12 per month. 

Thecommittee recommend the adoption of the following amend- 
ment: 

Strike out “twelve” and insert “eight; so it will read “$8 per month.” 

The amendment was agreed to 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with favorable recommendation. 


DANIEL GILES. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R, 

8989) to pension Daniel Giles for services in Oregon Indian wars, 
The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the —— = 4b Interior be, and he is hereby 

oo to place on ‘the pension roll —< =e Poneman the name of Daniel 


soe Gordon's Company ft. Oregon Volunteers, and there- 
after also Capt. Edward Sheffiel = Sere, S A, of said volunteers, for 
SEUneRERDaRETTbe, and for injuries while in said service against 
hostile Indians in Oregon, aioe a aniaiiens him a pension at the 
rate of $12 per month. 


Me. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, it seems that the House is will- 


ing to let anything and everything go through without knowing 
what it is doin — 4 caer not. know but what the country might per- 
haps be a little satisfied with our action if they had some 


reasons set forth for the pension which is proposed to be granted 
in these bills, and I therefore ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. Strropr of Nebraska) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3939) to 
for services in Indian wars, beg leave to report: 
The records of the Auditor for the War eae rns show that Daniel Giles 
served in Capt. —_ Gordon’s Company, and also in oo Edward 
Sheffield’ eCmeeee = + Volunteers, in the Rogue River Indian wars 
of 1855-56, in the then Territory of cage and that his service continued from 


Jan) B2, 1856, to —s WwW, La e testimony shows that during said 
service he was to such cdma mye as permanently to disable him for 
active duties in of his regiment, Col. William J. 
Martin, testifies that he seuibatybinantrvieen in 0 s0enting party during the 


war, and selected him among fourteen others to perform a very hazardous 

; that the party were caught in a heavy storm in the winter in 
the moun and as they were not permitted to have fires, so as not to 
disclose their camp to the enemy, that during this exposure Daniel Giles 
contracted a heavy cold, which settled on his lungs and in his spine, and that 
after nursing him for some weeks in camp, the colone! testifies he sent him 
| oie dg ee = — recovered sufficiently to continue in the serv- 


iene an says of tee wasa oa heave and efficient and honorable soldier; that he 

has known him ever since, and that his health is broken, and he has reason 
to — it is so from his hardships in the Indian wars. 

of the same companies also testify substantially to the same 

facts, and as te his being an invalid ever since, although a strong, robust man 

when he erlisted. He is now over 4) years of age. and is in dependent cir- 

cumstan 


ces. 
The physician, a United States pension examining surgeon, who recently 
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examined him, testifies that he is totally disabled for manual labor, chiefi 
from disease of lungs and spine, the result of exposure; that his disease 
chronic, progressive, and incurable, and that he requires frequent medical 
aid and medicines. 

Representative HERMANN, who has known the claimant for thirty-four 
years, states to the committee that he knows him to be an invalid and dis- 
abled for manual labor. 

Wherefore your committee reports the bill back with a recommendation 
that it do pass with an amendment fixing the rate of pension at $8 per month. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


GEORGE B. MERCHANT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


3166) granting a pension and arrearage of pension to George B. 
Merchant. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Sosrehaey of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll, at the rate of $72 per 
nionth, George B. Merchant, late sergeant Company K, Fourth Regiment 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, the same to be in lieu of the pension of $50 a month 
now druwn by soldier, and to be subject to all the conditions and limitations 
of the pension laws. 

Sxc. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to pay said George B. Merchant, out of the moneys soprcpewtee 
for the payment of pensions, the sum of $2,428, the same being the difference 
between the pension of a month drawn by soldier from December 4, 1891, 
and April 17, 1895, and the amount drawn from April 17, 1895, and December 
31, 1805, at the rate of $50 per month, and the full rate of $72 per month, for 
total disability, oes the constant attention and help of another person, 
to which soldier was entitled during said time. 

Sec. 8. That this act shall be in force after its passage. 


Mr. MILES. Let us have the report in that case. 
The report (by Mr. KERR) was read, as follows: 


The Comniittee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8166) granting a pension to George B. Merchant, submit the following report: 
The soldier enlisted April 22, 1861, in Gompens K, Fourth Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, and was honorably discharged June 21, 1864, on account of wound 
received at Spottsylvania Court-House on the 10th of May, 1864. He was shot 
through the mouth and neck, resulting in injury to spine and nervous system. 

This soldier had a ET war record. 

He was in battle at Middle Fork Bridge July 7, 1861; at Rich Mountain, 
July 11; at Beverly, July 12; at Petersburg, September li to 13; at Romney 
or Mill Creek Mills, October 26; at Blue Gap, seuneny 5. 13862; at Winchester, 
March 22 and 23; at Cedar Creek, March 25; at Port ublic, at Antietam, at 
Fredericksburg, at Chancellorsville, at Auburn and Briston, at the Wilder- 
ness, and Spottsylvania Court-House, besides almost innumerable skirmishes 
during his service. 

In November, 1864, he was granted a pension of $8 per month for service 
disabilities. In 1885 the rate was increased to $16 per month. On January 17, 
1887, his pension was increased to $30 per month. On January 23,1889, he was 
allowed $50 per month. . 

In March, 1890, the Pension Office, on its own motion and by virtue of an 
act of Congress passed March 4, 1890, increased his pension to per month. 

The evidence shows that for the last six or seven years the soldier has 
required the regular personal aid and attendance of another — In 1894, 
probably from wound (and so accepted by the Pension Office), he had a 
stroke of paralysis. This condition has been constantly increasing since, and 
now he is wholly helpless. His food must be carried to his mouth and his 
drink held to his lips by an attendant. He is and must be dressed and 
undressed; his clothes buttoned and unbuttoned when occasion requires it. 
When down he can not rise without assistance. 

Four or five years ago a medical board reported that he required the con- 
stant persopal attendance of another person, and rated him at $72 per month. 

On December 4, 1891, he was os from the rolls. On the 8th of April, 
1893, he was reinstated at the rate of $30 = month, to go back to his suspen- 
sion December 4, 1891. On April 17, 1895, he was increased to $50, and he is now 
drawing that pension. 

His pensionable disability, as stated in his certificate, is * gunshot wound 
in face and resulting neuralgia and partial general paralysis. P 

The evidence clearly shows the soldier entitled to per month, and the 
committee recommend the yaa et the bill with the follo amendments: 
Strike out sections 2 and3, and that the title be amended by striking out the 
words “and arrearage of pension,” and that as amended the bill do pass. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, to further perfect the bill, I 
offer the amendment I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out in line 4 all after the word “roll,” and add “ the name of George 


B. Merchant, late sergeant Company K, Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
and pay him a pension of $72 per month in lieu of the pension he is now re- 
my.”” 


cely 

Mr. ERDMAN. I merely suggest to the gentleman that the 
report in this case is defective and incomplete. It appears that 
this soldier was dropped under a Republican administration, and 
that ander a Democratic administration of tlie office he was rein- 
stated. The report ought to ah ey | the ordi course— 
a tirade against the administration that did that work. When 
that is added it would perfect the rt so as to accord with the 
usual reports from the committee. The House is now doing what 
the Republican administration failed to do for this soldier. 

The amendment of Mr. THomas was then agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MARY L. TWEDDLE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5793) granting a pension to Mary L. Tweddle. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll of the United States the 
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name of Mrs. Mary L. Tweddle, widow of William Tweddle, late captain of 

Company K, Tenth Kentuck Volunteers, and to hi pension. 

to the provisions and limitations of the general pension laws paeigost 
Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I ask for the reading of the 

report. 


he report (by Mr. ANDERSON) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
5793) sates a pension to Mary L. Tweddle, submit the following report: 

William Tweddle, the husband of this petitioner, served as captain of Com- 
pany K, Tenth Kentucky Volunteer ee from November 2, 1861, until 
August 7, 1862, when his resignation, tende by reason of having contracted 
rheumatism emaieg the back and lower extremities, was accepted. 

He was pensioned the Pension Office at the rate of $ month from 
discharge; $15 from May 13, 1882, and $20 from March 24, sah, on account of 


lumbago and chronic diarrhea, and, as will be seen by the f tes 
his disability gradually increased until he was allowed the total of ae 


a captain. 
© died August 22, pe ot con on of the brain. 

The petitioner applied to the Pension Bureau for a pension under the gen- 
eral laws, furnishing medical testimony that Captain Tweddle’s death was 
due to the suuapage ce Seeinetn for which he was pensioned, and also the 
certificate of the of health, made upon the return of the attending 
payee. showing that the ——- cause of death was of the 

rain and the remote cause rheumatism and diarrhea, but the claim was re- 


jected in the Pension Bureau upon the ce that it was not shown from a 


medical standpoint that the cause of death was due to the disabilities for 
which this officer was pensioned. 


Both the officer and the petitioner had been previousl eet, and th 
fact of death of the former comborts was duly shownin evidence on file in the 


Pension Office 


The petitioner married the officer on January om and consequently can 
have no status for pension under the act of June 27, , Which act requires 
that a widow of a soldier shall have been married tosuch soldier peter to the 
passage of such act. 
The medical testimony furnished by Drs. Mannakee and Muncaster, of this 
hysicians of high aoe ae that the ion of Was no 
a result of the heart trouble from which the officer had suffered as a 
result of the rheumatism, which for a period had only affected the lumbar 
muscles, but became general thereafter. , 
Medical authorities admit that congestion of the brain, the result of impeded 
return of the blood from the head, may be caused by impediments within 
the circulation, such as disease of heart. 


While the connection of the death cause with the pensioned disabilities 
may not have been sufficiently shown by the testimony of the atten: phy- 
sicians, your committee believe that the case from all its surroundings is 
a one as to present equitable features, and do recommend that the bill 


e petitioner is old and dependent upon the assistance of friends and a 
daughter who is hardly able to assist her by reason of having a large family 
of her own to support. 


Mr, TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I desire briefly to call atten- 
tion to this report. 

a is a un ween ~ P segue to “= widow ee Tweddle, 
who was a gallant soldier, who been receiving a on u 
to the time of his death, his disabilities being Sandi tat tibrvico 
origin. He wasa t ——— He had been married before, 
however, and his former wife was the woman who shared with 
him the troubles, the trials, and turmoils of the od of war. 
The widow, who is pecvens to be the beneficiary of this bill, was 
married to him in 1891. The act of June 27, 1890, expressly says 
that the widow of a soldier who shall receive the benefits of that 
act shall have been married to the soldier prior to the passage of 
the act. ; 

Now, will this House, in direct violation of the law which it has 
enacted, grant a pension to this widow who none of the 
troubles, privations, and trials of this gallant soldier during the 
period of the war? There is no doubt of the testimony; it is all 
right, as far as that is concerned; the board of examiners say that 
it is all right. ‘Now, will you violate the law, will you repudiate 
your own action, will you stultify yourselves and turn round and 
abrogate the law which you have adopted? The only reason as- 
signed for the action of the Committee on Pensions is that this 
petitioner “‘is old, and dependent upon the assistance of friends 
and a daughter who is hardly able to assist her by reason of hav- 
ing a large family of her own to support.” That may be true, but 
there are other widows in the land just as needy and just as old 
as this one is. Nodoubt she isa woman, and all that sort of 
thing; but I submit, sir, that this House should not violate the 
direct spirit of the law in granting a pension to this widow who 
married the soldier after the act of June 27, 1890, was : 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, in the absence of the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Evans] who introduced this bill, I will ask 


that it go over without om. 
The CHAIRMAN. e gentleman from Michi [Mr. 


Tuomas] asks that the bill be laid aside without prejudice. If 
there be no objection, it will be so ordered. 
There was no objectiou. 
JOSEPHINE GLOVER. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5582) to increase the pension of Josephine Glover. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, 
directed to increase the on of J hine Glover, widow of Capt. E. V. 
Glover, Company A, y-fourth New Jersey Volunteers, and that she be 
paid a pension of $30 per month. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on ordering the bill to be 
laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recom: 
mendation. 
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Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 


e Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred, the bill (H. R. 
saa) toincrease the pension of Jose e Glover, submit the following report: 
The claimant was the widow of . Lieut. Gol. Elisha V, Glover, jr., late 
of Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers. Sho is now in in nt circum- 
stances, Suppo! herself by keeping boggdess, Cotas the work mostly her- 
self. She appears to have no is 


° wing a pension of 
month, , ACCO to the evidence, $12 per month for herself an 
each of two dren. She resides at Warrington, Fla. Her husband 
1885 of heart disease, evidently of service o 

Elisha V. Glover, jr., was commissioned as first lieutenant Compsng A, 
Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers, aanee 8, 1863; as cap same 
company April 15, 1864; major, by brevet, for gallant and meritorious serv- 
ices, November 11, 1865, ~ lieutenant-colonel, by brevet, for a and 
meritorious ageveces, by the President of the United States, on July 28, 1866, 
to rank from November 11, 1865. 

Claimant was ied to soldier since the war. 

In view of the destitution of claimant and the honorable record of this 
soldier, the committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


EMILY M. TYLER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6560) to increase the pension of Emily M. Tyler. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Re it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Emily 
Tyler, widow of Erastus B. Tyler, late a brevet major-general of United 
States Veeeern, at the rate of gido per month, in lieu of the pension she is 
now rece: s- 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendment: 


In lines 6 and 7 strike out the words “one hundred” and insert in lieu 
thereof the word “seventy-five.” 


The amendment was agreed to, 

The CHAIRMAN, The question is on ordering the bill to be 
laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 

The report (by Mr. MILEs) was , as follows: 

to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 


The Committee on Invalid Pensio: 
6560) to increase oo penenen of Emily Tyler, having carefully considered 
the same, respectfully report: 

The bill pro to increase the pension of Mrs. Emily M. Tyler, the widow 


of late Brig. and Bvt. Maj. Gen. Erastus B. Tyler, who died January 9, 


Erastus B. Tyler entered the service as colonel of the Seyenth Regiment 
Ohio Volunteers, three-month organization, Apet 26, 1861, and mustered in as 
colonel of the same regiment for three years in June, 1841. He contin in 
command of his regiment until May 1862, when he was promoted to 


brigadier- try on the 

The ent of which he was colonel and the e which he commanded 
were in action at jqnee, W. Va.,A 26, ; Winchester, Va., March 
23, 1862; Port Republic, Jane 9, 1862; Cedar Mountain, A 9 ; Antietam, 
September 17. : Chancellorsville, May > and 4 1863; Gettysburg, J niy 
Rand 3, 1863; Lookout Mountain, November 24,1863; Missionary Ridge, No- 
vember pointed or-general by vet 
1 results. 


+ 
;and many others. He wasaj 
and y must f jon fighting a 
General r was cons ous for and su 
eae and side of head by fragments 


6 per 
or 
in 


He received severe injuries of left side of bod 
of a shell, and suffe from intestinal troubles for some time, as shown 
therecord. Although clearly entitled to and often importuned by his frie 
to apply for a pension, he pover applied. His widow is now in dependent 
ee 7 oe NS a act ang the caiman $80 per 
month was a) ved, an sum she is now 4 

'The long ond meritorious se r late husband alone would entitle 


her to tion at the hands of Congress even if the cause of his death 


were of doubtful origin. Mrs. ae should be oned at the rate now so 
generally conceded to th ale tas officers. 

cow Congunisos ave sone ei y recommend the passage of the bill 
“Ts lines 6 ond 7 strike out the words “one hundred” and insert in lieu 
thereof the word “seventy -five.” 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, I move to further amend by strik- 
ing out “‘ seventy-five ” and inserting “fifty.” I desire to call the 
attention of the committee to the fact that the reason which is 
set forth for ting this pension of $75 a month is that on 
March 8, 1891, she received a pension, by s act, of $30 a 
month, and that she should be pensioned at the rate now so gen- 
erally conceded to the widows of general officers. My recollec- 
tion of the evidence that was submitted to the committee is that 
this widow is in pretty good circumstances, outside of the pension, 
and I think that if bill should pass at $50 a month, especially 
in view of the fact that in 1891 $30 a month was supposed to be 
sufficient, we should be going as far as we ought to, under the 
circumstances. 

_ Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, I made this report, but I did not 
introduce the bill. It will be seen from the report that General 
Tyler was an Ohio soldier. The bill to — his widow was 
introduced in the Senate, and passed that y with an allowance 
of $100 a month. There is no member on this floor at present, so 
far as 1 know, who feels called upon to defend this bill. I desire 
simply to make a statement. meral Tyler's widow is nowa 

d woman, who lives not in my district, but in the city 
of Baltimore. She is not ‘in pretty good circumstances,” as my 
friend seems to suppose, but isin rather indigent circumstances. 


She is an old woman, and I think it is unfair for the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Woop] to take out of this report only one fact, 
to wit, the fact that she was granted a pension of $30 a month in 
1891, and call the attention of the committee to that fact alone. 
There are other facts in the report to which he would do well to 
call the attention of the committee, among them the fact that 
General Tyler fought —< in nearly every one of the great 
battles of the late war; that although before he died he was a poor 
man, and although he was frequently appealed to because of his 
circumstances to apply for a pension, he persistently refused to 
do so, and died without ever having drawn a cent from the Treas- 

of the United States other than his salary. 

ow, Mr. Chairman, I was not inclined myself as a subcom- 
mittee of the Committee on Invalid Pensions to go beyond $50 a 
month, and I believe I recollect to have so reported to the com- 
mittee, but when the record of this soldier’s gallant services was 
read to the committee, when the condition of his widow was 
brought to the attention of the committee, and when another lit- 
tle incident—which I will not violate good taste and propriety by 
reciting to this committee—was called to the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, that committee with much feeling, 
— me, and reported that this widow should have $75 a 
month. 

I trust, Mr. Chairman, that those members of the committee 
who may have a recollection of the circumstances attending the re- 

rt which I made to the committee and the facts which were then 

losed will understand and appreciate a tendency on my part 
to indulge a statement with oO to this bill which, to say the 
least, would be natural to us all, if similarly situated, and that 
further o ition to the bill will not be made. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Woop]. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr.Chairman, I desire to say that the state- 
ment made by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. MILEs] is my 
opinion of this case, and I hope that the bill will be passed as it 
came from the committee. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Woop] said that the evidence was that the lady was in fair cir- 
cumstances. I do not understand that to beso. It is a fact that 
she has some property, but her income or her available means of 
support are very slim, and I remember distinctly the discussion 
in the committee. I hope that the bill will pass as recommended 
by the committee. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I hope this amendment will 
os reducing the pension from $75 to $50 a month. It seems 

me that if this House will at once adopt that common medium 
it will save a great deal of discussion which has to be gone over 
and over again in this House. Several widows of general officers 
have been pensioned at the rate of $50 per month, and it seems 
that it would be ~_ and proper to this House, and just and proper 
to the widows of soldiers themselves, and just and proper to the 
country, if this House would settle once forever that question of 
pensioning officers’ widows, and that can be done by adopting the 
common medium of $50. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, the chairman of 
the committee that brings these bills before the House has ad- 
vised the adoption of the report of the committee. The gentle- 
man from Maryland [Mr. MILEs], who has learned much of this 
case, and who is a member of that committee, reports also and 
speaks very earnestly in favor of it, and the facts as disclosed fully 
justify the House in being consistent in these measures and giving 

the widow of a distinguished officer like General Tyler the sum 
recommended. I trust that the amendment will not prevail, and 
that the bill will go through the House at $75 per month. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the amendment; and 
the Chairman announced that the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. TALBERT. Division, Mr. Chairman. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 29, noes 35. 

Mr. TALBERT. I demand tellers, Mr. Chairman. 

Tellers were ordered. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois, Mr. Woop 
and the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. THomas, will please act 
as tellers, 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 33, 
noes 45. 

Mr. TALBERT. No quorum, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman proceeded to count the House. 

Mr. TALBERT. I withdraw the point of no quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of noquorum is withdrawn; the 
noes have it, and the amendment is lost. 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 


ISAAC HOLBROOK, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


2896) granting a pension to Isaac Holbrook, late private in Com- 
pany , One hundred and twenty-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer 
‘try. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby. 
@uthorized and directed to on the pension roll, —ee to og ons 
and limitations of the pension laws, the neme of Isaac a! vate 
in Company G, One hun and Swanky tavat Regiment 0 Vv teer 
Infantry. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 

The report (by Mr. Layton) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 


2896) granting a pension to Isaac Holbrook, having carefully considered the 
same, report as follows: 

Said soidier, Isaac Holbrook, enlisted and was duly enrolled as a private in 
Company G, One hundred and twenty-first Chio Volunteer Infantry, on the 
20th day of August, 1862. On the lith day of Pepte ber, 1862, all the mem- 
bers of the company, save and except said Hol were reauier’y, mus- 
tered into the United States serviceat Camp Delaware, Ohio. Said Holbrook 
was not mustered at the same time, because he was then | sick in the 
hospital. Soon thereafter the regiment was ordered to the t, and, in 
compliance with the orders of his cap said Holbrook fell in line and went 
with his regiment to Cincinnati, Ohio, where it was duly armed and equipped, 


and then proceeded toa point south of Louisville. Ky. While in pat this 
vernment 


nlace he again took sick, and was sent across the Ohio River toa 
hospital at New Albany. After remaining in this hospital 
and after partial treatment for and recovery from his sickness, he was 

by the officer in came to go home, as he had never been mustered, on 
account of his er disabilities, which were aang ey Am ny he 
never would be. thereu he went from thence to Columbus, 
where, on or about the 20th day of ey, 1863, he was paid for the 
months he had actually served, andthen wenthome. He neveragain ente 
the service. 


He was a strong, healthy man when he first enlisted. He has been more or 
less disabled ever since he left the service. He was never actually muste 
He never received a certificate of discharge. He is now about 75 years 
age, in feeble health, and totally inca ted from performing man 


labor. He has no property or income, but is dependent upon charity 
friends for support. ; 

He made application for pension (claim No. 773501), but it was rejected on 
the ground that he had never been duly mustered in the service and never 
received a certificate of discharge. 


All the foregoing facts are eat shown by the official records and the 
sworn testimony of comrades end nalghbors. 


in view of all the facts above stated, your committee are of the guia that 
said soldier is entitled to the relief sought, notwithstanding the fact that he 
was never formally mustered into the service, and therefore earnestly rec- 
ommend the pass of the bill with the following amendment: Add thereto 
the foliowing words: “and pay him a pension of $12 per month.” 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, the House ought to under- 
stand this soldier was never in the service. He never was a sol- 
dier. He formed the intent to become a soldier and started to 
become a soldier; but he never was in the service. He never 
rendered any service. I do not know but what this is as good an 
example of paternalism as we could point the country to—to pen- 
sion everybody who intended to go into the service, and give hi 
as high a pension as one who had rendered the very best service to 
the coun It is a very good example forthe country to look at. 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, I introduced this bill and am 
familiar with the facts and circumstances of this case, and it is 
certainly a very meritorious one. Mr. Holbrook is now about 76 
years of age. He enlisted in this regiment, as the report shows, 
September, 1862. He went to Camp Delaware, Ohio, and while 
there, and before the i was mustered, he was sent to the 
hospital and confined with intermittent fever. While at the hos- 
pital the regiment was ordered to the front. He left the hospital 
and went to his company, shouldered his musket and went to Cin- 
cinnati, and thence to Louisville, Ky. He was there ordered from 
his company by his captain and told to go into ital, because 
he was not able to farther. He over river into 
Indiana to another hospital of the Government, and remained 
there until his captain ordered him not to report to the 
stating that the condition of his health was such that he 
be mustered and he could not go with theregiment. i 
there in that hospital until he was able to report under the orders 
of his captain at Columbus, Ohio. He was there in the hospital, 
and when he became sufficiently able to leave the hospital the 
captain told him that as he was not mustered he could go home. 
He was then paid off in full for five months’ service. 

It is true, as the gentleman says, he never rendered any service. 
He enlisted, and he remained in the service five months, and then 
was sent home, having been paid for five months’ service as a sol- 
dier. He applied for a pension. He is pensionable under the 
law, under the rules and regulations of the Pension Bureau, and 
would receive a pension but for the fact that he was not mustered. 
This special bill is to muster that old soldier, who is to-day with- 
out a dollar of money, who has to rely upon his relatives, and the 
fact is most of the time he remains in the poorhouse. He was a 
man of good health when he entered the service. Heis now a total 
wreck in health as well as in property. He has not one dollar, 
and he deserves the gratitude not only of this Congress, but of 
the country for the fact that he attempted to render service, but 
was prevented from doing so. 

Mr. TALBERT. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. HULICK. Certainly. 

Mr. TALBERT. Why is it that this soldier did not have him- 
self mustered in during that whole period of five months? 

Mr. HULICK. The report shows that fact, but I will answer 
the question. He was at Camp Delaware, in Ohio, and before the 


mustering officers appeared there to muster in the regiment i 
ordered to the front without having been mustered in, and Joke 
up his musket and went with the regi t. It went first to Cin- 
cinnati, and from there to and he remained with 
until the 

the hospital, lyi 
mustered, w 
pag wy 
to join the 

Mr. TALBERT. 
himself mustered in during those five months if he been very 
anxious. So far from giving this man a pension, it seems to ma- 
that he might very reasonably be asadeserter. How many 
thousands of men are there in the country that come here, 
if we should establish this precedent, and claim that they were in 
the service and never mustered in, and that some officer told them 
to go home and they went home? 

Mr. HULICK. I can not answer the gentleman’s 
the number of men that might be so situated, but 
are a thousand or one, the principle is the same. 
everything in his power to serve his country-—— 

_— the hammer fell. ] io sical 

e question being taken on the adop of the 
committee, the Chairman declared that the ayes amelie have it, 

Mr. ERDMAN. I ask for a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 32, noes 4. 

Mr. TALBERT. No quorum. 
Upon a count, 105 members were found to be present. 
re of the committee was b 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 
MARGARET KIRKPATRICK. 
an oe on the langues Hikes Bn the bill (H. R. 
granting a pension to atri 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby auth 
and required to p upon the pension roll of the United States the name o 


Margaret Kir’ army nurse, at the rate of month, subject to 
the tations of the general pension laws. —_— see: 


ion as to 
there 
This soldier did 


Mr. TALBERT. I ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. Baker of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
om) ranting a pension to Margaret 
0) “ 


to whom was referred 
Kir! 


the bill (H. R. 

kpatrick, beg leave to submit the 

Vincent served and was 

o., from November I, 1864, to 
ha fain ag 

5, 1802, % 

: Sek 

¥s of the months pre- 

as nurse really commenced 

to bring her within the 

authority recognized by 


A. B. Castile, of the hospital at Macon, Mo., on fil 
shows that Vincent was meee 


rse 
hospital from time in the anti | 


until the 
ean not give perhaps does 


precise dates. 
Se eee the claim- 
ant + mentee anil 28-1 png a ogepcummiam 
Re cviieaes Ianpe tied the debseats is over 62 years of age, is unable to 
earn a support, by reason of age and physical infirmity, and has no means or 
aque Sas ene oe. 
The passage of the bill is recommended. 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. ker, this is a bill similar in its nature 
to one for the benefit of widow Tweddle that was up a wh le 
ago. The act of August 5, 1892, provides that nurses of this class 
must have served over six months in order to be entitled to a pen- 
sion, and, as I understand it, there is no evidence to show that 
this lad ix months. to give her a 

i ugust, 1892. 


with them, but we 

e, to pension them 

the laws of the coun- 

try. This bill, I say, is very similar to the one for the benefit of 
L. Tweddle, which was up a while ago, and I think it ought 

to be treated in the same way and passed over ones peepee. 
Mr. LACEY. Mr. Chairman, this bill was introduced by me, 
and I call the attention of the gentleman from South Carolina to 
the fact that this applicant not only served in this hospital, but that 
she served in another hospital for over a year, as shown by the 


. MILES. The difficulty, as I understand it, is that that hos- 
Se ee 


t. 
. LACEY. It was not authorized by the Department, but 





1897. 
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he served within twenty or thirty days of the time uired by 
fhe general law ina ‘ly organized hospital, and in the other 


one, which was a tal, she served over a year. 


Mr. MILES. e service in both cases was of the same general 
character, I a 
Mr. LACEY. Yes, sir; of the same general character, and the 


committee thought that her case came clearly within the spirit of 
the law and that she ought to receive a pension. 

Mr. MILES. I think so myself. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer one or two amend- 
ments to perfect the bill. 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

In line 3, after the word “ Interior,” insert the words “ be and he;” and in 
line 4 strike out the word “ required” and insert “directed.” 

The amendments were to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


ANNIE M. ERMER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1095) granting a pension to Annie M. Ermer. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is 9 
gee hee Saat Boece nes, Sees ee 
ond Ieee subject to the conditions and regulations of the pension 


The report (by Mr. Mr.es) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the (H. R. 
1095) entitled “A bill granting a to Annie M. Ermer,” ve to 
submit a following report, and recommend that said bill do pass without 
amendment. 

This is a bill enacting that Annie M. Ermer, widow of Henry Ermer, late 
of Company G, Tenth land Infantvy Volunteers, be pensioned, subject 
to the conditions and ons of the pension laws. 

Henry Ermer e June 23, 1863, asa private CompenyG, Tent er 
land Infantry Volunteers, and was honorably an , 

out as corporal with hiscompany. He March 9, 1804, o 


being m 

ieee M. Ermer filed claim for pension March 20,1894. Sh — > 
Annie M. or 2 

of le marriage to soldier February 27, 1879, and with every 
ee of the Pension Bureau except satisfy a 


ence, and her claim was rejected November 30, on the of nonde- 
pendence—** claimant has other means of su than her y labor.” 

She appealed from the decision of = on, but the of the 
Interior affirmed the ng 


decision, figuri her income at $13.92} month. 
The evidence filed in the Pension Bureau shows that the husband left 
erty valued at $6,106, but in the,settlement of the estate and i poymont of 
debts it was all absorbed exceptone of real estate valued a’ . 


which there was a for bea 6 per cent interest, and ea 
, when rented, brought in 
per month, and the claimant has a life estate therein, but claimant swears 


$100 worth of household effects. 

that this $40 is her entire income, out of which she must pay interest, taxes, 

insurance, water — light, ete., lea very — = 
ng 


She filed testimony in support of her nt, the building, 
which brought the only income, was vacant for several mon and that ae 
she had been an invalid for many years she was then (June, 1894) dependen 


on friends and those not legally bound to contribute to her support for her 
maintenance. 

Claimant filed with the committee the affidavit of Dr. George H. Hartman 
(dated March 6, 1896) that he has been attending physician of M. Ermer 
for the past fifteen years; that she has been a t sufferer from exoph- 
thalmic goiter and chronic uterine disease, and in addition is now aff 
with carcinoma of the breast. Her diseases have now caused her to be a 
chronic, incurable invalid, inca; of earning a livelihood by manual labor. 
and really constant aid and attendance. She is now childless an 


hel jess and has to assisted b eat’ fal 7 bonne ior ber on . 
is statement:is supported e a of E. R. eaveland, Marge 
retta H. Cleaveland, Susan D. pe Bg and George W. Boetlinger, and the t- 


ter says the house has been vacant two or three times since her husband's 


death and has not yielded any net revenue, nor will it when necessary 
are a all say she is dependent on those not legally bound for her 
support. 


n view of the facts presented, your committee believe the applicant is de- 
pendent within the meaning and intent of the law, and recommend the pas- 
sage of the bill without amendment. 
Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, in order to perfect the bill, I desire 
to offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


In line 7 strike out the words “conditions and regulations” and insert 
“provisions and limitations.” 
to. 


The amendment was 
Mr. TALBERT. Mr. i , a few moments ago we 
@ bill allowing a pension to a lady on the ground that she was 
unable to earn her support. Here is the case of a woman who is 
fully capable of supporting herself, who has an income large 
enough to support her without any labor. Now, if you are going 
to pension one on the ground that she is unable to earn a support, 
and are going to pension another when she has a support, I do not 
see what is to prevent you from pensioning the whole crowd. 
|Laughter.] Imerely want to draw attention to the inconsistency. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 


ELLA HATFIELD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1066) granting a pendion to Ella Hatfield, invalid daughter of 
Maj. David Hatfield, First Regiment New Jersey Infantry Volun- 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

authorized and directed to on the pension roll the name of Ella Hat- 

eld, daughter of the late . David Hatfield, First Regiment New Jersey 
Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of $25 per month. 


Mr. TALBERT. I ask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. McCLELLAN) was read, as follows: 


The Captive on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

1066) en “A bill granting a pension to Ella Hatfield, invalid daughter of 

. David Hatfield,” beg leave to submit the following report, and recom- 
mend t said bill do without amendment: 

David Hatfield se in the Mexican war as a private in Company G, 
Tenth United States Infantry, and was commissioned as captain Company 
A, First New Jersey Infantry Volunteers, May 21, 1861; was promoted to 

of t May 28,1861. In the battle at Gaines Farm, Va., June 
or Hatfield was shot through the head and died from the wound 


27, 
July 30, 
, al E. Hatfield, his widow, filed claim for pension February 27, 1863, which 
was granted at $25 per month, with $2 additional for each of five children. the 
of which, Ella Hatfield, became 16 years old September 22, 1877. 
e ow remarried September 26, 1867. 
One of the children, Thom: D. Hatfield, who was helpless from infancy, 


was at $25 per month by special act of Congress approved February 
23, 1Ro. He died September 4, 1592, at the asylum at Morris Plains, N. J., of 
e 


dementia. 
. as daughter of soldier, has been frail and delicate from 
infancy and never able to care for herself. She is now 34 years old, and is in 

a qui for tment for consump 
Dr. W. H. testifies that he attended and treated her at various 
times between 1878 and 1888; that she was frail and delicate, and subject to 
attacks of malaria, of digestion, nervous derangements, debility, 
and had neurasthenia, with all its complications. I considered her at that 
time to be ph: yor to perform any kind of labor continuously. She is 
20, ) at a sanitarium in the Adirondacks for treatment 

for disease of lungs 


Dr. J. O. Young testifies to treating her since 1889, and says: 

“ She is a typical case of neurasthe very susceptible to disorder of 
digestion, nervous derangements of various kinds, such as pain, a, 

mnia, and m twitchings, debility, faintness, dizziness, and genera. 

exhaustion, and prone to all the effects of malaria, which it is difficult for 
her to resist. 'y, she has become more and more enfeebled, and for the 
past year can scarcely perform even the simple duties of the household.” 

Inanother affidavit of November 20, 1895, Dr. Young states that from date 
of former certifi (January 19, 1893) he continued to attend Ella Hatfield 


until June, 1805, that she continued in the same condition as described in 

~~ with the addi that toward the end she had cough and 

—s ; that she dev a pocket character to expiration, which 

ted a latent pleu , and that, fearing a tendency toward tuberculosis, 

she was taken to tarium at Saranac Lake, Adirondacks, New York, 

and passed from my care June, 1895. 

Dr. N. L.. Wilson, th, N. J., testifies, November 21, 1895, that she is 

affected with tuberculosis of the lungs and being treated for same. 


The mother of Ella Hatfield and her husband (John G. Hutman) are with- 
out any means or rty beyond that of their own present maintenance 


and eupport, and nonce of her near relatives have any means other than their 


In view of the facts presented and the meritorious services in two wars of 
Major Hatfield, your committee believe this invalid daughter should be cared 
for by the Government, and earnestly recommend the passage of the bill 
without amendment. 

Mr. WOOD. For the purpose of perfecting the bill, I offer the 
amendments which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows; 


Afterthe word “ Infantry,” in line 6, insert ‘and pay her a pension.” 
Also amend the title of the bill so as to read: “A bill granting a pension to 


Ella Hatfield.” 
The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. 
EDWARD C. SPOFFORD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6730) granting a pension to Edward C. Spofford. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
tho: and directed to on the pension roll the name of Edward 0. 
late a sergeant of Company F, a Ramey Massachusetts Volun- 


rs, and pay him a pension of per month from and after the passage of 
act in tiea of the pension now received by him. — 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. SULLOWAY) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 


6780) granting a pension to Edward C. Spofford, having carefully considered 
the same, ‘ually re $ 
The claimant enlisted July 26, 1862, in Company F, Thirty-fifth Massachu- 


setts Infantry, and was disc a: 19, 1868, to accept a commission as 
second lieutenant in Battery A, First Missouri Light Artillery, but there is 
no record of his being mustered in on the same. 

At the battle of South Mountain, September 14, 1862, he was wounded in 
the head, and on April 23, 1891, he was granted a pension under the general 
law on this account. 

Since the date last mentioned the claimant has become paralyzed in right 
arm, side, and leg, and on August 27, 1894, he filed a claim f wr increase, alleg- 
a. paralysis to be the result of the wound in head, the pensioned disa- 


y: 

October 10, 1894, the examining board reports that the claimant can not 
dress himself, undress himself, or attend to the calls of nature without assist- 
ance; and on September 9, 1895, another board reports him “so disabled from 
above disabilities as to be unable totally to do any manual labor and requires 


at times the aid and attention of another person.” 


The latter board gives him the following rating: 

“Affection of spine, four-eighteenths; disease of the heart, four-eight- 
eenths; dyspepsia, six-eighteenths; paralysis of right arm, total disability, 
$36; right ler, — hteenths.” 

This claim was re, i, however, because the paralysis was not accepted 


as a result of the wound in the head, although the medical referee says “is 
has resulted, in all probability, from cerebral embolism.” 
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The injury to the head is thus described by the examining board: 

“Three inehes above left eye begins a linear scar, which runs backward 
and to the left ear, 4inches; scar is elevated and adherent; there is a distinct 
groove in the external table the entire ae ny of the scar; the groove is one- 
eighth of an inch deep; pain on pressure the entire length.” 

The evidence in the Bureau of Pensions shows that at South Mountain the 
soldier was wounded in the head by a musket ball, and thatat about the same 
time a shell exploded just back of his head, he receiving the full effect of the 
concussion. He was taken from the battlefield to a tem rary structure 
as a hospital, and on this point the assistant surgeon of the regiment testifies: 

‘‘He was under my personal care after the wound, at the field hospitel, 
said wound being the top of the head and partially fracturing the skull 
I left him at the hospital, said —— being a dese house and yard 
surrounding it. He, with many others, was lying there, while I went on with 
iy regiment to Antietam. He was subsequently sent to general hospital at 
Middleton, Md.” 

It is further shown by the same evidence that from hospital he was sent to 
his home in Massachusetts, where he was confined to his bed for almost three 
mouths, during four weeks of which he was delirious. At this time his spine 
pneet to be affected, and his right shoulder and arm were paralyzed. 
When he reported to his regiment about January 1, 1863, he could with diffi- 
culty handle a gun, and on this account he was procured a commission for 
staff duty. The paralysis gradually grew better, and did not trouble him 
very much for about thirty oan, when he had the stroke from which he is 
now suffering, in precisely the same right arm and shoulder, the only differ- 
ence being that it now exists in a greatly avated degree. He is now 

To the mind of the medical referee the most —— reason for not finding 
the sequence was, in own language, ‘the long interval without symp- 
toms of paralysis.” To the mind of your committee, however, after a care- 
ful analysis of the facts, the case is sufficiently made out. It is unquestioned 
that the paralysis of 1862 resulted from the wound, and no — of the imagi- 
nation is required to conceive that the causa causans once thus manifested 
slumbered for thirty years, being subdued by a robust constitution and the 
virility of young manhood, both of which are herein found. 

If there is any doubt at all in the matter it should be resolved in favor of 
is soldier, and your committee respectfully recommend the passage of the 


drawing $12 per month under the act of June 27, 1890. 
0 


Mr. WOOD. For the purpose of perfecting the bill, I offer a 
formal amendment. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 6 strike out the letter “‘s,’’ at the end of the word “ Volunteers,” and 
insert “ Infantry.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, as I understand this report, 
this soldier rendered distinguished service. The statement of the 
report is that he enlisted July 26, 1862, and was discharged May 
19, 1863, in order to accept a commission as second lieutenant, but 
it seems there is no record of his having been musteredin upon that 
commission. It is shown, however, that at the battle of South 
Mountain he was wounded, and was carried from the field. In 
that and other engagements he appears to have rendered distin- 
guished services as a soldier; he showed himself to be a brave man. 
I think, therefore, he deserves the pension proposed in the bill, 
and | shall vote for it heartily. I hope the bill will pass. 

The question being taken, the bill was laid aside to be reported 
favorably to the House. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


The committee informally rose; and Mr. STEELE having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, by 
Mr. Piatt, one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had disa- 
greed to the amendment of the House of Representatives to the 
bill (S. 2129) granting an increase of pension to Annie E. Nolan, 
asked a further conference with the House on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. GaLin- 
GER, Mr. CANNON, and Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin as the confer- 
ees on the part of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the Senate had bills of 
the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested: 

A bill (S. 3525) to provide for an examination and survey of a 
water route from the mouth of the jetties at the city of Galveston 
Tex., through the channel and up Buffalo Bayou to the city of 
Houston, Tex., and appropriating money therefor; and 

A bill (S. 3477) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
military record of William H. Linton. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed bills 
of the following titles, with amendments in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested: 

A bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad bridges across the 
Cumberiand and Tennessee rivers in Kentucky; and 

A bill (H. R. 9638) making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, 

The messages also announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment bills of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 8413) to confirm certain cash entries of public 
lands; 

A bill (H. R, 6883) to incorporate the Convention of American 
Instructors of the Deaf; 

A bill (H. R. 4199) to correct the military record of Edward H. 
Munson, late a private of Company H, Twenty-second New York 
Regiment Infantry; and 

A bill (H. R. 596) for the relief of Ellis H. Roberts. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the Army appropriation 
bill, which has just been returned from the Senate with amend- 
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ments, may be taken up now, so that we may disagree to 
amendments and have a committee of condenanes appointed. _ 

~~ onan pro tempore. Without objection, it will be so 
ordered. 

Mr. HULL. I move that the House disagr 

Mr.RICHARDSON. I submit thatthe Committeeof the Whole 
having risen informally, the Journal will not show this action, 
There was no motion that the committee rise, and it has always 
been held irregular for the House to transact any business when 
the Committee of the Whole had simplyrisen informally. I object 
to the action requested unless the committee rises regularly by 
motion. 

Mr. HULL. Such action as I now ask has been taken repeat- 
= by unanimous consent. 

r. RICHARDSON. The gentleman is mistaken. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The special order under which 
the House is acting to-day provided, as the Chair understands, for 
conference reports. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Where the Committee of the Whole has 
risen without a motion, it has not been usual for the House to take 
—- the way now proposed. Such action could not be jour- 

ized. 

Mr. HULL. I submit it has always been held that action could 
be taken in this way by unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the opinion of the Chair, it 
can be done by unanimous consent. Is there objection? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I object, unless the Committee of the 
Whole rises re ly. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 


HANNAH E, RODGERS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1832) granting a pension to Hannah E. Rodgers. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre 
directed to place on the pension roll of the United 8S 


tates of America the 
name of Ha’ E. Rodgers, the surviving daughter of Josiah Hunt, deceased, 
formerly of Chautauqua Coun 


< 
, State of New York, a soldier of the Revo- 
lutionary war, at the rate of per month, according to the and reg- 
ulations governing pensions. 


The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows; 


; e we 8 strike out the word “thirty ” and insert in lieu thereof the word 
‘twelve.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the report. 

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Will not the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. ErDMAN] and other members of the House be satis- 
fied with a statement of this case? This bill proposes to pension 
the daughter of a Revolutionary soldier—— 

Mr. ERDMAN. I am afraid the gentleman will not make his 
statement as full as that of the report. I should like to hear the 
report. 


he report (by Mr. LOUDENSLAGER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1832) 
entitled ‘‘ A bill granting a pension to Hannah E. Ropers, beg leave to sub- 
mit _ ae report, and recommend that d bill do pass with an 
amenament: 

This is a bill enacting that Hannah E. rs be ppinees upon the pension 
roll as the aged and dependent daughter of Josiah Hunt, who is shown by the 
records of the Pension Bureau to have served three terms of enlistment, 
covering the entire period from January, 1777, to June, 1783, in the New Jer- 
sey Line, war of the Revolution. During his service he participated in the 
battles of Short Hills, Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth, Green Springs, 
and Yorktown. 

The claimant declares under oath that she is 80 years old and dependent 
upon a son, a wounded veteran of the late war, for support. She resides at 
Dunkirk, N. Y. 

The testimony accom 
the soldier, and shows t. 


of the Interior be, and is hereby, 


nying the bill fully establishes her relationship to 
t the soldier and his wife have been dead for many 


years. 

All the facts are fully substantiated by the testimony on file, and it isstated 
that the soldier also rendered service in the war of 1812; but of this no record 
has been secured. 


The yoann of the bill is peqennaeaty recommended with an amendment 
striking out the word “thirty,” in line 5, and substituting therefor the word 
“twelve,” so as to fix the rating at $12 per month. 

The question being taken, the amendment reported by the com- 
mittee was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. 

JAMES CHARLES CRAMER, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8714) removing the charge of desertion from the military record 
of James Charles Cramer. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to remove the charge of desertion ing it James 
Charles Cramer, late a private in Company B, One h and forty-eighth 


nae Pennsylvania Volunteers, and to issue to him an honorable dis- 
charge. 


Mr. McCLELLAN. Let us have the report in that case. 
The report (by Mr. GRIFFIN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Mili Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8714) removing the charge of desertion from the military record of Siouss 











Charles Cramer, having had the same under consideration, would respect- 


rt thereon as follows: 

It is shown by the records of the War Department that James C. Cremer. 
whose name also appears on some records as James C. Cramer, was 
from the Twenty-fourth subdistrict of Pennsylvania August 22, 1863, to serve 
three years; that he was received at Carlisle, Pa., rendezvous November 3, 
1863; that he joined Company E, One hundred and torty-eighth lv: 
Volunteers, to which he was ed, and was present therewith until May 
10, 1864, when he received a slight gunshot wound of left side at the battle of 
Po River, Virginia; that he was admitted to Stanton Gene H 
Washington, D. C., May 13, 1864; that he was transferred May 17, 1864, an 
entered Satterlee General Hospital, West Philadelphia, Pa., May 13, 1864, and 
that he deserted therefrom June 

Cramer declared July 14, 


Applying for removal of b 

1888, that he was wounded in the Po River, vit We May 10, 
isé4: was sent to Washington, and thence to Satterlee — West P 
delphia, for treatment for a wound; that he went home 

oa there remained tember, when he returned to 
which he remained until May, 1865, when he went home “ 
health, hea gone, and at times clear out of his mind from a 
head and ears; that he was then (at the date of his affidavit) able to do but 
little manual labor because of ** wound in left side and deafness of both ears. 

Edwin A. Scott, of Imlay City, Mich., late of Compan Sixty-fourth 
New York Volunteers, er date of March 15, that he met 
applicant in the intrenchments in front of Petersburg, Va.,in the latter 
part of November, 1864 applicant being then so deaf that it was difficult to 
Penverse with him. This affiant also declared that he remem) that 
applicant told him in the intrenchments in front of Peters’ 
ber, 1864, that he had lately returned to his command from \ 

J. Wesley Allen, M. D.,of Altoona, Pa., under date December 13, testi- 
fied that he treated applicant after the battle of Mine Run, November 20 
and 30, ee Se ene that applicant was also wounded in battle at Po 

iver, May 10, 2 
. John F Sutton, late captain Company E, One hundred and forty-eighth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, under date Jan = testified that appli. 
cant received a gunshot wound in battle at Po River, y 10, 1864; that he 
went to hospital, and returned to the regiment in October, remaining 
with it thereafter until the close of the war. 

February 19, 1892, Captain Sutton also stated: 

“Applicant was carried on the rolls as absent wounded till the notice was 
received of his desertion from Satterlee Hospital June 15, 1864; that his roll 
from October 31 to December 31, ae applicant Pa in company; 
that he can not say how the other rolls are, as is so torn he can not make 
out; but be as they may they are wrong. for the man was present, as he (the 
captain) said in hisaffidavit, which he made from the rolls and the best know1- 
edge he could of the fact. What makes him, in particular, remember appli- 
cant’s case is this, that after applicant's return he had occasion to reduce sey- 
eral noncommissioned officers and he was about to appoint applicant for his 
former good quality as a soldier, but the older seorules began to rebel and he 
reinstated the men. * * * My company was not under command of any 
commissioned officer only part of the time, as we had very few. He was, 
toward the last, in command of the regiment most all the time. This, he 
thinks, is the cause of the mistake in applicant's case for not being properly 
taken up on the rolls.” 

On March 14, 1892, applicant stated that he was in all e ents with his 

regiment from October, 1864, to the close of the war, and t Dr. Allen gave 
him * medical attendance ” du the winter and spring of 1865. 
2, he testified t June, 1864, at Satterlee 
Hospital, Philadelphia, that his wife and children were lying at the point of 
death; that he tried to get a furlough, but could not; that he then went 
home, but returned to his company and regiment in October, 1864, and served 
thereafter with it, bens present in all of the engagements in which it par- 
ticipated until meng} . 

On August 22, 1894, John Tanner, of Roselawn, Ind., late of Company A, 
Fourteenth New J eee olunteers, testified that he became acquainted with 
applicant during the battle of r Creek, Virginia, October 19, 1864, and 
that he (applicant) was so very deaf that affiant could “ hardly talk to him.” 

On August 28, 1894, applicant repeated his former testimony as to his 
having rejoined his company. 

The charges of desertion in this case are predicated upon the following 


circumstances: 

First. The soldier left the hospital at West Philadelphia, Pa., June 6, 1 
and went home, but returned to regiment in September of that year an 
remained until May, 1865. The soldier,in his affidavit, gives as the reason 
for his leaving the hospital at the time stated, that he received word that his 
wife and children were = the tof death; that he tried to geta 
furlough, but could not, and then went home. These facts, standing alone, 
might justify the charge of a technical desertion, but if we are to credit the 
statement in the affidavit of the beneficiary, it is anes that in leaving 
the hospital desertion was not his purpose, but rather to visit his family, who 
were ill. The return of the soldier to his command in September of the 
same year, and his service until the close of the war, acco to his cap- 
tain’s testimony, negatives the presence of any intention SI of the 
soldier to desert, and his conduct as to this first charge of d on does not 
vary much from that of many soldiers who, under like circumstances, 
their families on account of the illness of some member thereof, but returned 
to their commands, and whom the charge of desertion was never 
entered; and, in the opinion of your committee, the soldier in this case should 
be excused under the circumstances from the first charge of desertion. 

As to the second charge of desertion, occurring in May, 1865, after the close 
of the war, although the date of the month is not definitely fixed, and not- 
withstanding the fact that the affidavit of the benefi is the only evi- 
dence found showing that he served until May, 1865, if such were a fact, he 
ae . <aruare from the second charge of desertion under the act of 

arc. » 5 

In the absence of any proof to the contrary, your committee is inclined to 
gre a soldier the benefit of the doubt, if any exists, and recommend that 
the bill do pass. 


During the reading of the above the hammer fell. 

The C RMAN. The time under the rule allowed for debate 
on this bill has expired. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. I ask consent that the rest of the report 
be printed as a part of my remarks. 

here was no objection. 

The entire report is printed above. 

Mr. STEELE. Mr. Chairman, I move that this bill be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it lie upon the table. 
According to the man’s own admission he was a deserter. 

The motion of Mr. STEELE was agreed to. 


fully re 


6, 1864. 
of desertion 
eft side at the 
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The bill was accordingly laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do lie on the table. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that the 
committee rise informally for the purpose of nonconcurring in 
the Senate amendments to the Army appropriation bill, and ask a 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on said bill. 
The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. RICHARDSON], who objected 
to my request a few moments ago, tells me that he would not 
object to this proceeding, and it is necessary, in order to get the 
conference ordered by the Senate this afternoon, that the action of 
the House be messaged back to the Senate promptly. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 

The committee informally rose; and Mr. STEELE took the chair 
as Speaker pro tempore. 


Mr. HULL. Mr.Speaker, I move that the House nonconcur in 


‘the amendments of the Senate to the Army appropriation bill and 


ask a committee of conference thereon. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER pro tem 
Hutt, Mr, PARKER, and 
of the House. 


re announced the appointment of Mr, 
r. MCCLELLAN as conferees on the part 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


The SPEAKER = tempore. The Chair, if there be no objec- 
tion, will correct the reference of a Senate bill. The bill S. 702 
which was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions should 
be referred to the Committee on Pensions. Without objection, 
that order will be made. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
3659) for the relief of John E. Wilbur. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. Mr. Chairman, I ask for the reading of the 
report in my time. 

r. STEELE. Mr. Chairman, I do not believe this bill comes 
within the purview of the order of the House. It is not a deser- 
tion case or a bill for the removal of such a charge. The order 
involves only the consideration of pension bills and bills removing 
charges of desertion. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Does the gentleman make objection? This 
gentleman was dismissed from the Army, but his dismissal was 
ee ree ae by President Lincoln. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is clearly of the opinion that the 
bill does not come within the rule; and the Clerk will report the 
next bill. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
989) to amend the military record of Capt. Thomas M. Elliott. 

The CHAIRMAN. This isa bill of the same character as the 
last one, and will be laid aside as not coming within the rule of 
to-day. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6686) to correct the military record of Joseph A. Blanchard, late 
first lieutenant of Troop E, First New York Mounted Rifles. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. [ask for the reading of the report in my 
time. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, I raise the point of order that this 
bill is not in order under the rule. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. The report will disclose that fact. 
not familiar with the report. 

Mr. HULL. This is a court-martial case, and of course it 
would not be in order. 

Mr. WOOD. It is not a bill for the removal of the charge of 
desertion, but to correct a military record. M 

Mr. McCLELLAN. But that correction might be for the re- 
moval of the charge of desertion. 

Mr. HULL. It is not. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Then the bill is not properly in order here. 

The CHAIRMAN. The suggestion of the gentleman from New 
York might be true, but on the face of the bill it is not properly 
within the purview of the rule and, in the opinion of the Chair, is 
not in order. 

The Clerk will report the next bill. 

JULIA D. BEEBE. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6915) granting a pension to Julia D. Beebe, widow of Frank D. 
Beebe, late assistant surgeon, One hundred and fifty-seventh Regi- 
ment New York Volunteers. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
thorized and directed to place upon the pension roll of the United States 


lam 





the name of Julia D. Beebe, widow of Frank D. Beebe, late assistant sur, surgeon 
of the One hundred and fifty-seventh Regiment New York Volunteer Inf 
try. at the rate of $20 per month, to commence from the date of the passage 
of this act 


Mr. ERDMAN. I ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. PooLE) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6915) eae pension to Julia D. Beebe, widow of Frank D. Beebe, late assist- 
ant surgeon, One ee aud fifty- seventh Regiment New York Volunteers, 
submit the eee 

Frank D. Beebe enlisted as assistant surgeon One hundred and fifty-seventh 
New York Volunteers on the 19th of September, 1862, and was discharged No- 
vember 9, 1863, he having been ob ae to resign on account of diarrhea, which 
had become chronic, the records the hospital showing that he had been sick 

and unfit for duty for over three months. On the 26th of January, 1886, Beebe 
made application for pension, bloody dysentery, result of diarrhea 
contracted in the Army. This claim was allowe panda —— was — 
him April 4, 1883, at the rate of $8.50 per month from the date of his d 
from the Army , November 10,1863. On the 15th < July nn oe 
a claim for increase; also making another claim June 3, 1892, 
increase of eT ie These , coaleaione were ae 
admitted August 17, 1 ezenting 5° 75 a month from May 17, 
April 21, 1893, at which da date be died. The amount due under this 
increase was paid after his death to the widow. 

Juiia D. Beebe made ———— for a pension as the widow of Frank D. 
Beebe, August 2, 1893, which claim was rejected August 7, 1895, on the ground 
“that death resulted from disease of lungs not due to cause which has been 
legally accepted.” 

The register of vital statistics makes affidavit that the cause of death was 
chronic diarrhea and ep 

Dr. O. 8. Langwort ny of Hamilton, N. Y., filed an affidavit with the Pen- 
sion Bureau May 6, 1895, in which he says that he studied medicine with Dr. 
Beebe for three years, and for two years prior to his death was in tner- 
ship with him. During all of that time he testified that Dr. Beebe was a 

eat sufferer with diarrhea, his bowels moving from three to ten times 
Saily. causing him intense pain, followed by weakness; that he also suffered 
with shortness of breath and had a dilated heart. This nae of breath 
was on slight exertion and worse when he was having most copious dis- 
charges from his bowels. These symptoms increased until he broke down 
completely, and two weeks before death he was confined to the house, two 
days later to his bed. 

Dr. Langworthy was the attending ph cian at the time of the death of 
Dr. Beebe, and made the certificate of death at the time, from which the 
re pate r of viial statistics made the report referred to. 

r. D. D. Chase, of Madison County, made an affidavit May 6, 2 of his deat in which 

he aa s that he knew Dr. Beebe in the Army and up to the tim: a 
that for many years he was associated with him on the = of examinin 
surgeons for pensions; that during all those years he —-_ greatly from 
diarrhea; that several times during those years he examina 
t ion of Dr. Beebe, and concludes his affidavit in these went 

“In my cotnien, with all my knowledge of said Beebe, his death ensued 
from direct results of chronicdiarrhea upon the circulatory organs and other 
tissues and conditions resulting from that chronic diarrhea.” 

Dr. William Taylor, late assistant surgeon of the htieth New York, cor- 
roborates by his affidavit the statement made by Dr. se. 

There is nota particle of evidence in this case to throw any doubt about 
the fact of the death of Dr. Beebe or that he suffered from diarrhea all his 
life after his return from the Army, acknowledged by the Pension Bureau; 
and in view of all the testimony examined by your committee, there is no 
question but that Dr. Frank D. be’s death was the direct result of disease 
contracted in the service, and therefore we recommend the passage of the 
bill, with an amen out the word “twenty,” in line 8, aoe 

inserting in place thereof the word “seventeen."’ 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendments I send 
to the desk to perfect this bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Tn line 7, after the word “Infantry,” insert “and pay he title of the | in 


line 8 strike out all after the word “month; “ and amend the title of the bill 
so as to read: “A bill granting a pension to Julia D. Beebe 


The amendments were agreed to. 

The question being taken on the amendment recommended by 
the committee, it was a to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

SHUBAEL GOULD. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (5S. 1310) 
granting an increase of pension to Shubael Gould. 

Tre bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., ——— the ann 
authorized and directed to 


hy the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
ee roll, subject to the vi- 
sions and ee of Bish me Hoy laws, the name of Shubael Gould, ae : 
private in Compan mapmeest Vermont Volunteer Infantry, 
pay him a eee = tne po of $50 per month, in lieu of that he 
receiving. 
The CHAIRMAN. Shall the bill be laid aside with a favorable 
recommendation? 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report read. 
The CHAIRMAN, The report Will be read in the gentleman’s 
time. 
The report (by Mr. SULLOWAY) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S (8a) 


granting an increase of pension to Shubael Gould, having carefully 
ered the same, adopt the cmnyeesins Senate re capers (No. 127) as thoir own, 
and respectfully recommend the passage of the bill 
{Senate report No. 127, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 
The claimant under this bil pees December 24, 1863, and was rh fo, | 
oe 


June 28, 1885. He was Ss + $16 per mente for disease of right 
whick was subsequently increased t 0 $4 and , the pensionable ca 
being stated on these occasions as aes of ht eis 


debility. 
He applied for further increase, which was on the ground that 
then existing condition was due in part to other causes. 
i is at present in a — ae m. Bod the amas 
of another person, 


penne’ s action disturbed. In his Dehalf it is ConLeiel a tee tale conaitl sition is is 


eon 


the disease for oe nich ho in penciened, but 
t eeroand that the ysis was somkeaknieen aon 

Cinna has had 
he is in a deplorable and 
the pulse rate at 100 and 
greatly, constan 
survive many months. 

Dr: O. B. Way, of Claremon’ 
condition as one of extreme and 
own ae condition, 
ine in’ causes "s present : 

“Mr. Gould is very feeble and confined to his bed, with marked emaciation 
and tremor of whole body; almost complete loss.of motion in left leg, and but 
slight sensation; can n stand alone or feed himself; action of heart 
weak and rapid; nae aes 
tion of left leg; he preongunees 
Gould tneniterine from casing hem 
; | eral detality, caused yi 


examination thes same physician 
tion, and he recommended thet ke be pemmened 
— of these medical men, 


met 
he would innt have been $72 joxamined the soldi 
officers of the Pension B in thetr discretion rami and wisdom, 


cept the view that the ndition was wholly due ete to as 


a SS ration increases the pension from $30 to 
commnithenannalanaineiiaaibeadGaadenatiee Chant your 
The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 
JOHN NICHOLS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 638) 
granting an increase of ion to John Nichols. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the 


directed to place on the pension roll, 
— pension laws, the name of John N’ 


nt One anaes 
San at the ae at $35 pe > r month, in 
under certificate ificate 75345. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report. 

The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read. 

The report (by Mr. ANDREWS) was read, as follows: 

Le a coRent See. adone to whom ben oetenes the = (8. 638) 
gran crewse msion as their 
Sauna Senate Report No. 159 and hn Nichols, a opaaeage of the bill. -— 

(Senate Report No. 159, Satie Gait Ghnaphan, Satie 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8S. 638) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to John Nichols, have examined same and 


of - Setaston>s. nn is hereby, 


rr ae 
ae ie Tetantey Vane 


lieu = the now receiving 


re : 

The claimant served as cae of Com Tes Qne hundred and eleventh 
Illinois Volunteer 7, * wee te 862, to = 22, 1865. While in 
the line of i at Resaca, Ga. M1 a gunshot wound 
through the left shoulder, the bait his body, aan out near 
the shoulder — for which disa ity he is — —— of $24 

made several that a 
y unable 


rmonth. He has 
sisabilities are as serious as if his arm bananas fated, os hei 


to perform manual labor of any kind, increase was rejected 
as, in the opinion of the medical ref: were not consider 
sufficient to entitle him to this rating. 

Thocieipent, co shows ly eae of hia pyscan and neighbors, is now 
big gee on tnd ts practically — = ; ce ieee eens 
oO t shoulder, an: prac ‘helpless. lng the at times, ress 
and undress himself by reason of f hhis renders the left arm use- 
less and equivalent to the loss of arm at ihe shoulder joint; that said wound 
also affects the left lung, and causes entire loss of voice a t times. 

In the opinion of your committee the disabilities a 
the claimant is now ieies entitle him to the rating of the total disability 
of loss of use of arm, which is $36 per month, and the passage of the bill is 
therefore recommended. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


GEORGE B. CUSTER. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1806) 
ras ting a pension to George B. Custer, late _,. of Company 
Seven 


-third Regiment Indiana Volunteer 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of tee Behari Be, 088 hie tp herebr, 

authorized and directed to place in bor nmsion roll: moet George 

eae late engeanr’ venty-third eee yay 
or in- 


id 
Jur to right hand, it we gi fF ph mek - in service and line 


Me ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report. 
The CHAIRMAN. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. PICKLER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1808) 
granting a pension to George B. . Custer, having carefully considered the facts 


in the — y re 
tion for in this case was filed Goonge 
B. Custer, November dar! under the act of July a Se for injuries to the 
right hand, right foot, and right ankle. Theclaim w the Pen- 
sion Bureau on d that the claimant had failed to origin of 
injuries in the service and line of bey 
The facts of the case, from the evidence filed by claimant and the reports 
of the various special examiners, are as follows: 
The claimant, rge B. Custer, is a Mexican war veteranand is now draw- 
a pension of $8 per month for services in that war. 
e enlisted in the Seventy-third Indiana Volunteer Infantry for the war 
of the rebellion ae 21, 1862, and served until mustered out, July‘1, 1865. 
The ciaimant oe tion for pension that 
ous injuries to his right hand, foot, and while in service and lin 
of duty. That the said injuries were incurred in Seeene 18638, while 





1897. 
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on detail service in a 5 that be Or 
from his compan on duty, and the all other mem of the 
neer corps were That in Febry ne 
with others of was engaged in building a railroad 
across a ereels <i a” Sto miver, , 26, and 
iciping fo False n to, : 


means of pry, the other his foot elipping, he ¥ od to the re 
< e 
EO eg and his right fot slipping, bo us ren erneath and badly 
inj 
of the W: show that in March and A: 1863, he 

we ene nate cele ted is not o- 

The testimony shows that claimant a peeihy man ot at 
enlistment, and was —- injury up to othe time a was 
compnay <= in the a's company 


lent soldier, 


that claimant an excel- 
and one Sof the detached 
reliable men he ever —— Aischares he claimant was 


for duty in the pioneer co: - 4 tat when qrecprned to the company he 
com ned or just eens 
t 

ee was adloring f from va cose veins in Wain eore 

shown him. ‘s ees 70 turn to 

snore ea iliasel silent cad pe sc artee Manet ee 

sor EE hotel he oe pioneer corps. vee ie rai 
was ‘or —_ 

Peterred to to deponent was ae aakanor 


and did not again see c 
Th 





of Compan i, oene -third Indiana Volunteer try, | 4 
testifies + he knew Claiinant three years before that he 
wasan bodied, healthy man. Bot rem an 
ing service, and does not remember at . Sins onan 
ant once discharge, when of some . but does not 

re neue neni, + the ; ¥ 
iew ilson Compan: ty-third Indiana 
fantry. =e had served in Company ti - aly soy dees | EE 
that he knew t well, nd that on slenge ready fer | noe 
duty until he me th an — Pe ——s 
Seed 2 7 shortly he 7 ab on 
man 
the injury oe his a se and wend sans re rs claimant com 
ing of his inj t hace ht iS diechatee in 1865. 


(oe a Ten 


bone eens B composed of the testim 
altho nota ‘not ofthe fhm enlist req 4 by the the Bureau to discharge. 
in se way, the truth of claimant's ts 
ny TS ute ant qouanqnens ae . 

Twelve special examiners ha ven of w 
report Bip ese 6 meaetantene, two report it as of doub' 
as devoid 


The certificates 


= rent aes ot < unis surgeons a 
the Binge aaa Seeerer ts coslepuet aiakiie cal Ass 
pe by rons to ight foot. 

ty-second year 


outs 3 oe ere ene eee as 


nhs eoventy-eccubd Fats va a4 the eeanee cg thot, 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I offer the following amend- 
ments, to perfect the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 7 strike out allafter the word “ months” and add “in lieu of the 
— oe nee recei 


Amend the title so as to read: “An act an increase of to 
3 granting pension 


The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
HENRY MACKRILL. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8690) restoring a pension to Henry Mackvill, alias Henry Mackey. 


ee ee as follows: 


‘aom Committee on wiser a Pensions recommended the following 
amendments: 


aie te the words ne 6; strike ont the, Ps or eg ag BR pe 
ae Seaaine” te len Gnesk, : ob dl citer Ge weed “oe 
ne 8, 
Markets ee so as to read: “Granting a pension to Henry 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 
The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
ErpMan] demands the reading of the report. 
a report by (Mr. KirKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 
rae Ccmsnittes on Invalid P. po hems was seteeped the bil CL i 


Pere Mater, 
000) granting » pene States wave ie having Sanenee Sey lineal tt 41, 4 - 


“Heise rs ree: = a tie 
Sti tg edi has ete tary” i 16h und por jong, xe 


with on te eee 
n to May 1 
Sacre s iret ae 
XXIX——60 


wnerth, and 


So eareh erties, 
= rivate, Company D, Ninth Mississippi Infantry, C. S. 
enlisted April li, at V. burg, Miss. for three CE is repo! 

to A i: * present.’ October 81 iso. sick since 

20, 1863, Williams.’ a. ~: 

action since getter ee ae ied 
." Name f on ter date. Nature of Report 
of war records » maw Henry ee en pany . 


. at Ohickama’ aoe 
December 13, | ans he ed 
0 3 tee Navy, and sent ttc naval rendezvous, Camp Douglas, 
at that at Souping out of the war he was a British aaah 
on eo Lower Mississippi; that the floods 


ble to get any work or even 
under the pressure of surround- 


“in the Confederate teoding 
to t ab 
ity. came at leat Misawa Ri when nd ex 


and eight 


to one — 
the Ui Rates Movy, be exteed to have his name ut 
on rolls as“ “for fear he might be taken prisoner; but 
was not After war he was known as Henry Mackey; had the 


Indiana change his name to Henry ey; became a natural. 
<n under that name, and has been known os Meary Mackey ever 


or pension under act of June 27; 1890 (filed July 4, 1890), and 
at | y 9, is, = with the latter an affidavit sta his prior Confeder- 
service nsion wasallowed October 2, 1891, at $12 per month from 

2 ith for“ ~~ rectum, kidne = cree 
1895, under 


Padisloyal 
y aided or 


from 
on 4716, Hovieea Statu Toluntar 
abetted on the oviheeity of tam Raving volun 
that the applicant ia disabled for per- 
r. 6 ard of examining ms at Delhi, Ind., 


manual labor. 
Faly -% ool B01, rated him f paw areas i ity, six-eighteenths 
ea oe. arch. two-sighteent teenths for <= four-eighteenths 
for ne for piles, and his disabilities have progressed 


construction te ihe t of June 27, 1890, which prevailed several months 


withont eSepotcn, whil which enacted it was still in session, 
that vi od texviopant an onorable discharge, without rd to pre- 
aio the uisites to a le status ae that ac 
allo ra pen on, to which your committee believe he was justl 
ea ritle , he having " thfully served more than one and one-half years om 
being honorabl 
Your commi ats ‘ore recommend the passage of the bill with the fol- 
amen: 2 
Strike out g 4. - a 4; substitute the name ‘‘ Mack. 
rill” for “ the word “fifteen” in line 7 and 


ae ae lieu od = 6 out all after the word “ month,” 
1 the title of bill so as to read: “Granting a pension to He 
eat tine Heme Meee. ” _ 


The CHAIRMAN, The question is on the committee amend- 
ments. 

Mr. THOMAS, For the purpose of identifying the man more 
accurately as to his service, I offer the amendment which I send 
to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 6, after the word “service,” insert “on U. 8. 8. Ticonderoga.” 


to. 

2a “ite Chairmen, it seems to me this is a very 
singular kind of an individual. He is a British subject, then an 
American; first a Confederate and then a Federal, and finally he 
changed his name two or three times. It seems to me the matter 

to be further investigated. This isa matter for the Pension 
Bureau to look after. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chair I wish to say that he changed 
his name because he feared that if he was again captured by the 
ee it would be worse for him. 

TALBERT. I submit, Mr. Chairman, that this matter 

2 | to be laid over for further investigation. 
HATCH. This man came from England to this country 
nothing in regard to the great questions that were at 
— ‘ore the people. He was cutting wood on the Lower Mis- 
sissippi. The floods came and carried away his wood, and as there 
was no opportunity for obtaining employment he joined the Con- 

federate arm a. 

Mr. TALBERT. How do you know whether it was this fellow 
or the other fellow? 

Mr. HATCH. It gives his name here. 

Mr. TALBERT. Yes; but he changed his name so often that 
—- can not catch up with him, I think the matter ought to be 


Me SHOMAS. This man is thoroughly identified by havin 
been once admitted as a pensioner at $12 a month. Under a di 
ferent ay meee of the law his name was ee from the 
oy His identification is certainly complete, and we need not 

bill aside for the p of identifying the beneficiary. 
ee DO eat a I think he i is sufficiently identified. 


Mr. 

sie OHA 

et HATOH. Mr. Chairman, this is merely a reinstatement. 
This man drew a pension for five years under the act of 1890. 
falls bc _ or the year before last, he was dropped from the pension 


use he had a i oh the Confederate service. At the time 
made application for the pension he made an affidavit that he 


His case is certainly before us on its merits. 
The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hatcs] 
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had been in the Confederate service. I think he is sufficiently 
identified in the Pension Office. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I do not think that is the 
trouble in this case at all. I think this case is fully identified. 
am satisfied he served in the Confederate army, because I remem- 
ber when we had this case before the House some days since it 
was shown that he had been in the Confederate army for more 
than twelve months; also that he was a subject of Great Britain, 
and later on he changed his views and entered the Army of the 
Union. 

Mr. LOUD. How do you know that he changed his views? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I accept the suggestion of the gentleman from 
California. He changed his service. I suggest to my friends on 
the other side, if you are to inaugurate the policy of pensioning 
ex-Confederates, it seems that you should begin with worthy 
cases. The report shows this applicant to be unworthy. 

The CHAIRMAN. Time for debate against the bill is exhausted. 

Mr. LOUD. We were talking for it. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!”] 

Mr. DOCKERY. I hope the House will not pass this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the adoption of the 
amendments recommended by the committee. 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to. 
' The CHAIRMAN. The question is onlaying the bill aside with 
a favorable recommendation. . 

The question was taken; and the Chairman announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. TALBERT. Division, Mr. Chairman. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 65; noes 26. 

So the bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to give notice that I 
= ask for a yea-and-nay vote in the House on the passage of this 

ill. 
PETER J. CLAASSEN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2221) granting an increase of pension to Peter J. Claassen. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. Mr. Chairman, this bill was introduced by 
my colleague [Mr. HuRLEyY] and was reported by myself. Since 
it has been reported the beneficiary has died. I therefore move 
that the bill be reported to the House with the recommendation 
that it lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MARY FORWARD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4930) granting a pension to Mary Forward. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of eT at of Allegan, 
Mich., widow of Charles Branch, late of Company O, d Michigan Cavalry 
Volunteers, and pay her a pension of $12 per month. 


Mr. TALBERT. I ask for the reading of the report, Mr. 
Chairman. ; 2 

The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the gentleman’s 
time. 

The report (by Mr. THomaAs) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
4930) granting a pension to Mary Forward, respectfully report: 

This claimant was married December 24, 1855, to Charles Branch, who served 
in Company I, Tenth Veteran Reserve Corps, and who died March 24, 1865. 
She was pensioned as his widow until October 7, 1866, when she was in 
married, this time to Joseph Forward, who died December 22, 1891. he 
claimant is now old, disabled, and needy. She was the wife of the soldier 
during the war, and cared for their three children during his absence in the 
service. 

In view of these facts. your committee are of opinion that this woman should 
not be left to suffer in her age and decrepitude. In co uence of her re- 
marriage the Government was relieved from the payment of about $2,300, the 
amount she would have received as pension from date of her rema. 
the present time had she not remarried. 


Your committee are of — that she should be again pensioned, and 
recommend the passage of the bill with an amendment, striking out the words 
* of Allegan, Mich.,”’ and inserting in lieu thereof the words “formerly the.” 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I submit that if this claim is 
passed it will be a direct violation of the law, which says that 
when a widow remarries she thereby forfeits all her claim to a 
pension. Here is a bill asking that a lady who has remarried 
shall receive a pension. In consequence of her remarriage she is 
not entitled to a pension. The reasons given for granting her 
this pension are that she is poor and needy. There are a great 
many others in our country who are in the same fix. I submit, 
sir, that this bill ought not to pass. 

The question was taken on agreeing to the amendment recom- 
mended by the committee; and the Chairman announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. TALBERT. Division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 41, noes 4. 

So the amendment was agreed to 


The question was taken on ordering the bill as amended to be 


JANUARY 19, 


laid aside with a favorable report; and the Chairman announced 
that the ayes seemed to have it. 
Mr. TALBERT. Division, Mr. Chairman. 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 52, noes 16. 
So the bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 
ELIZABETH A. MARTHON, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R, 
5764) granting a pension to Elizabeth A. Marthon. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized 
and directed to pay to Elizabeth A. Marthon, widow of Joseph hon, late 
alieutenant-commander in the United States Navy, a pension of $75 per month, 
in lieu of the pension she is now receiving. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have Seen read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the time of the 
gentleman. 

The report (by Mr. HALTERMAN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5764) 
entitled “A bill granting a pension to Elizabeth D. Marthon,” beg leave to 


submit the following report, and recommend that said bill do pass, with 
amendments: 


The claimant is the widow of Joseph Marthon, late a lieutenant-commandor 
United States Navy, whose service ages as a seaman September 30, 1:6!’ 
He was subsequently promoted through the several grades to the rank of 
acting master, which he held when boner December 31, 1865. 
He was reappointed acting master April 19, 1866, and was subsequently pro- 
moted for valuable and meritorious service, until he finally attained the 
rank of lieutenant-commander July 1, 1882. His death occurred while still 
en the active list and from causes originating in the service at Shanghai, 
China, November 19, 1891, and his widow is now recei the pension of $3) 


per month allowed by the general laws to the widows of lieutenant-com- 
manders who die from causes of service origin. 


The following statement of Hon. 8. L. MILLIKEN, member of Congress, 


pone the facts upon which your committee bases its favorable recommen«a- 
on: 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 9, 1396. 
Mrs. Marthon is a native of Belfast, Me., the city in which I reside. I 
have known her since she was a girl, and knew her family, which was one of 
the prominent old families of Belfast. I knew her husband, Lieut. Com- 
mander Joseph Marthon, when he was alive. Since his death the little prop- 
ay which he left has suffered such losses that she is dependent ost 


entirely “0 her pension for the support of herself, and her husband's 
mother and maiden sister also. 


8. L. MILLIKEN, Member of Congress. 

The following amendments to the bill are recommended: 

Change the title so as to read, ‘‘A bill granting an increase of pension to 
Elizabeth D. Marthon,” and strike out the initial “A.” where it a pears in 
claimant's name in the body of the bill and substitute therefor the initial 
“D.;” also strike out the word “ seventy-five,” in line 6, and substitute there- 
for the word “ fifty,” so as to fix the ra at $50 per month. 

The amendments recommended by the committee were to, 

Mr. MILNES. Mr. Chairman, this officer whose widow it is 

roposed to pension would rank as lieutenant-colonel in the Army, 
it is proposed to pay her a pension at the rate of $50 a month. 
Before voting for this bill, I should like to learn some good rea- 
_ = we should pay $50 a month to the widow of a lieutenant- 
colone 
Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Maine 
= MILLIKEN] and the gentleman from Pennsylvania {Mr. 

ROSIUS] understand this question, and had e ted to be here 
to explain the bill. The gentleman from Pennsylvania is ill, and 
the other gentleman is not in his seat. I have some information 
about the matter, but not much aside from what appears in the 
report. The report says that this officer was in the service during 
the entire’ war, and from the promotions that were made he evi- 
dently was a good officer. He was in the service when he died. 
He resigned soon after the war closed, and within a year was 
pian 5 mn and given the position he held when he resigned. I 
say | think it is clearly shown by the report that he was a good 
officer. His widow is a meritorious lady and is entitled to the 
pension. I was asked, if these gentlemen were not present, to say 
something of this claim; but I know little beyond what is given in- 
the report. 

Mr. MILNES. Now, Mr. Chairman, there is no question about 
the meritorious service of the husband of this lady; but it does 
seem to be a question of paying $50 a month to the widow of an 
officer of that rank. We have given $50 and $75 and in some 
cases $100 a month pension to widows of generals, those who have 
attained the rank of brigadier-general and major-genera! in the 
ee pr Army. If this man had been in the Army, he would have 
had the rank of lieutenant-colonel. This lady is now receiving 
$30 a month, and that is all she ought to ask in all fairness, it 
seems 2B me. I move to amend by striking out “fifty” and insert- 
ing ‘‘ thirty.” 

The CHAIRMAN, The motion comes too late, the amendments 
of the committee having been adopted. 

Mr. HALTERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I wish to say in regard 
to this case that it isa most meritorious one. This lieutenant- 
commander enlisted in the Navy in 1861 asacommon seaman, and 
advanced step by step until at the time of the taking of Mobile he 
became an acting master, and for meritorious conduct was made 
a master. He served a howitzer in the maintop while 
Admi Farragut was in the shrouds. He was promoted for 
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bravery on that occasion. He remained in the service until his The bill was read, as follows: 
death. In the Chinese waters he contracted the malarious dis- 
ease from which he died. His widow now supports his aged 
mother, who is an invalid and a paralytic, and I think that this 
lady is entitled to an increase of her pension to $50 a month. 

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Mr. Chairman, I hope the House will 
give this case fair consideration. The committee have endeav- 
ored to be conservative in their action on this bill granting to this 
widow a pension of $50a month, which is from $25 to $50 less than 
would be justified by several precedents. Even in this Congress 
we have passed bills at the rate of $75 and $100 per month—$75 in a 
case where the rank of the officer was only equal to that of this 
lieutenant-commander. The service which he rendered to his 
Government entitles his widow to receive at least fair and equi- 
table treatment, and I trust that the Committee of the Whole will 
report this bill to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, I rise for the pur- 
pose of correcting a remark of my friend Mr. Mitngs, which I 
think was made without due deliberation, that the rank of this 
naval officer would correspond to that of a lieutenant-colonel. 

Mr. MILNES. Lieutenant-commander. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. AsI understand the matter, his 
rank would be that of captain. The fact that this man rose from 
the forecastle to the position that he occupied at the time of his 
death is a consideration which must appeal strongly to this House 
when called on to recognize his merits as an officer, and, as_the 
chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pensions has said, I believe 
the pension in this case should be retained at the figure named in 
the bill, especially as it will be, even at that figure, below many 
other pensions that have been granted in similar cases. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 


HANS JOHNSON, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1495) 
granting a pension to Hans Johnson. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pensior roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Hans Johnson, late corporal 
of Com I, Twenty-seventh Regiment Iowa Volunteer Infant , and to 
pay said Jonason at the rate of $50 per month from and after the date of the 
passage of this act. 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. THomas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1495) grant- 
ing a pension to Hans Johnson, have had the same under consideration and 
—s 

ians Johnson, late corporal of Company I, Twenty-seventh Regiment Iowa 
Infantry, enlisted August 15, 1862, oma was honora iy discharged by reason 
of surgeon's certificate of disability June 14, 1865, at Montgomery, The 
claimant has drawn a ee. in sums varying from $5.33} a month to ze 
from the date of his discharge to Jay &. 1890, when his application under the 
dependent pension law of June 27, 1890, was approved by the Pension Bureau 
at $12 a month, for disease of the eyes and gunshot wound of the right thigh. 

he testimony in the claim, too voluminous for detailed presentation, is 
clear and ample as to the following facts: That Johnson was a sound man 
when he entered the service, and continued so until attacked by dysentery, 
and the incurrence of the gunshot wound in his thigh, and the Gasiae of the 
eyes which developed while in the service. 

These facts are substantiated by the affidavits of the captain of his com- 
any who enlisted him, and of the comrades who served with him, as well as 
oy the surgeon's certificate of disability on which he was discha: . Bince 

the war the continuance and increase of his disabilities are testified to by 
twelve ph s of the best repute. residing in the claimant's city an 
county, and covering all an yeete tween 1868 to 1896, such aveotane having 
either attended him professionally or certified to his condition as members 
of pension examination boards. His disabilities since the war and their pro- 
gressive character are also testified to by the claimant's neighbors and asso- 
ciates, among whom is the name of ex-Gov. Lucius F. Hubbard. The Hon. 
C. K. Davis, Senator, has also stated to the committee his personal tribute 
to the high character of the claimant, and of the progress of his disabilities 
within his observation. The sum of all this testimony is that the disease of 
the eyes now amounts practically to total blindness; or, in the language of 
N. Juell, M. D., of the claimant's city, Red Wing, Minn. : 

_“N. Juell, being duly sworn, on oath says that he is duly licensed and prac- 
ticing physician in the said State and residing at_the city of Red Wing, in 
said State; that he has examined the eyes of Hans Johnson (late of Company 
I, Twenty-seventh Iowa Regiment Volunteers), and that he finds a central 
atrophic coroido-retinitis involving both eyes; the central field of vision is 
entirely obliterated, so that he can not see the sun. In the marginal field he 
can see objects when placed in a strong light, but not sufficiently clear to 
count his fingers; as a consequence he is almost totally blind, and has to 





is now receiving. 


The report (by Mr. LayTon) was read, as follows: 





Infantry, and was honorably discharged July 13, 1 







month for the first-named disability. 



















the und of “no ratable disability.” 







fixed by the bill which passed the Senate February 19, 1896. 









The report of the regular board says that— 







considered, on the ground of “ no ratable disability.” 









official board, or outside testimony given gratuitously? 


















committee did not 
amendment which might result in defeating its passage. 










$12 a month. 
A MemBer. It would entitle him to $36 a month. 










therefore decided to adopt the Senate bill. 







recommendation that it do pass. 
ELLEN DAY. 








6803) granting a pension to Ellen Day. 
The bill was read, as follows: 








guide himself with a stick when walking. The disease is gradually progress- Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
ing. ed - z ‘ authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Ellen Day, 
This affidavit is dated January 7, 1896, and represents the claimant's pres- | stepmother of Albert L. Day, late private in Company K, Fifth Regiment 





cnt condition. It is a condition of utter helplessness, and entitles the c - 
ant to a substantial increase beyond that which he is now receiving. 

Your committee therefore approve the bill and recommend its 
after being amended by striking out the word “seventy-two,” in line 8, and 
substituting therefor the word “ fifty.” 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, in order to perfect the bill, I 
move to amend by inserting after the word ‘‘ Johnson,” in line 8, 
the words “a pension.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


ROBERT KIRACOFE, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1017) 
granting a pension to Robert Kiracofe. 





Ohio Infantry, at the rate of $12 per month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. LAyTon) was read, as follows: 











ollows: 





carefully considered the same, reports as 










he always exhibited the greatest fondness and affection for her. 












Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Robert 
Kiracofe, late a private in Company G, Eighty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
and pay him a pension at the rate of $12 per month, in lieu of the amount he 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1017) 
granting a pension to Robert Kiracofe, having carefully considered the facts 


ie case tfully report: 
August 37 Thee, the claimant enlisted in Company G, Eighty-first Ohio 


November 24, 1883, he made application under the general law, alleging 
disease of eyes and disease of lungs, and was granted a pension of $2 per 


May 27, 1891, he applied for increase, alleging catarrh, deafness, rheuma- 
tism, and resulting disease of heart, contracted in line of duty, in addition to 
the disability for which he was then pensioned. The testimony of four com- 
rades sustains the allegation astoorigin. Continuance is substantially proved. 
The examining board gives him the following rating: Disease of eyes, four- 
See catarrh, two-eighteenths; rheumatism, two-eighteenths; disease 
of heart, two-eighteenths. April 11, 1894, the claim was rejected on the 

und of “no record in the War Department; no medical testimony show- 
treatment in the service or at discharge, and testimony furnished not 
cient to establish origin in the service and continuance since discharge."’ 

Thereafter, on June 6, 1894, he filed under the act of June 27, 1890, alleging 
rheumatism, disease of heart, catarrh, partial deafness, and disease of eyes. 
Au t 15, 1894, the report of the examining board shows that the claimant 
is bled “equivalent to the loss of a leg at the knee for manual labor.” 
March 2, 1896, he was granted a pension of $6 under said act, for rheumatism 
and disease of heart, the other disabilities alleged not being considered, on 


The medical and lay evidence in the case shows that the soldier is disabled 
for the performance of manual labor, and your committee are of opinion 
that he is entitled to the maximum rate under the act of June 27, 1890, as 


Your committee therefore respectfully recommend its passage. 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, the question in this case is 
whether we ought to be guided by the report of the regular exam- 
ining board or by medical and lay evidence coming from outside, 


The claimant is disabled ‘‘ equivalent to the loss of a leg at the knee for 
manual labor.”’ March 2, 1896, he was granted a pension of $6 under said act, 
for rheumatism and disease of heart, the other disabilities alleged not being 


The medical and lay evidence in this case is to the effect that 
the soldier is disabled for the performance of manual labor, and 
the committee on that grcund recommend this pension. 
the question is, Which ought we to be guided by, the report of the 


Mr. LAYTON. Mr. Chairman, in answer to the gentleman 
from South Carolina, I will state to him that if this committee 
were to be governed by the report of the examining surgeons this 
applicant would be entitled to considerable more pension than the 
amount provided in the bill. Further, I call his attention to the 
fact that the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House would 
have recommended giving this applicant the full amount that he 
would be entitled to under the law, according to the report of the 
last board of examining surgeons, had it not been for the fact that 
the Senate bill had — fixing the pension $12 a month, and the 

esire toimperil the bill by submitting another 


ing to the report of the last examining board this man’s disability 
is equivalent to the loss of a leg below the knee, which, under 
existing law, would give him a pension considerably more than 


Mr. LAYTON. Yes; he would be entitled according to the 
official report of the board of examiners to $36 a month, but as 
the Senate had passed this bill pensioning him at the rate of $12, 
the “louse committee thought it unwise to hazard the passage of 
the bill at this session by proposing to increase the amount, and 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
6803) granting a pension to Ellen Day, eaeeier of Albert L. Day, having 


The soldier, Albert L. Day, enlisted and was duly enrolled asa 
Company I, First Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, April 20, 1861, 
killed in battle at Cedar Mountain August 9, 1862. He was never married 

Theclaimant, Elien Day, was duly married to Berry Day, the father of 
soldier, on the 17th day of August, 1847, at which time the said soldier was 
but 18 months old. From this time until the day of hisenlistment she always 
treated him with the utmost kindness, the same as if he was her own son 


Day, the father of said soldier, filed an application for pension 
as the dependent father June 17, 1885, but his claim was rejected } 

















CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


1886, on the ground of nondependence. Subsequently, by special act of Con- 

E88 approved June 4, 1888, he was pe a pension of Tr month, which 
& continued to draw until his death, which occurred April 19, 1889. 

The claimant never remarried. She isnow aged and without any property 
whatever. She is in feeble health and has no income —— what she isable 
to make by sewing for others. The foregoing facts are fully shown by the 
official records and the sworn testimony of persons having personal know!l- 
edye of the facts. ‘“ 

Your committee is therefore of the opinion that this stepmother should, 
in the spirit of the pension laws granting pensions to mothers of soldiers, be 
regarded and treated as the mother of said soldier, Albert L. Day, and does 
therefore recommend the passage of the bill, with the following amendment: 

Insert afver the name “ Elien Day,” in the fifth line thereof, the word “ de- 
pendent.” 


The amendment recommended in the last paragraph of the 
report was ado 


ted. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 


MAJ. GEN. JULIUS H. STAHEL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4534) to increase the pension of Maj. Gen. Julius H. Stahel. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I move tosubstitute Senate bill 
No. 1694, which is the same as the House bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Senate bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to increase the pension of Julius H. Stahel, late 
major-general of volunteers in the Union Army, and pay same at the rate of 
$100 per month, in lieu of what he now receives, from and after the passage 
of this act. 


The report on the House bill (by Mr. M1L&s) is as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
4534) to increase the pension of Maj. Gen. Julius H. Stahel, having carefully 
considered the same, respectfully report: 

Julius H. Stakel is a native of Hungary, who fought in the patriotic upris- 
ing of 1848 and 1849, and after the suppression of that movement he came to 
the United States, where he was engaged in the publication of a newspaper 
until the breaking out of the late war. 

At the first call of President Lincoln for volunteers he gave up his business 
and enlisted, April 23, 1861, and continued in active service in the field, being 
promoted meanwhile for meritorious conduct, through various grades of 
rank to that of major-general, until after the battle of Piedmont, June 5, 1864, 
when, in consequence of a wound received while gallantly leading his divi- 
sion in that battle, he was ordered to Martinsburg and Harpers Ferry, for the 
a of collecting and organizing troops. 

© was subsequently ordered to timore on court-martial duty, and con- 


tinued on such until February §, 1865, when, owing to ill health, he resigned. 

General Stahel was unquestionably one of the most gallant soldiers who 
fought under the Union flag, and the Official Records of the Rebellion, a few 
extracts from which are hereunto appended, bear ample testimony to the 
valuable services rendered to the Union cause by him 


At the 7 of the war he roy distinguished himself. It was 
6 Bull 


in the first Run that, under his command, the Eighth New 
York Volunteer Regiment repulsed the last two attacks of the enemy, and 
thereby completely checked their advance and pursuit of the Army. 

At the second battle of Bull Run he distinguished himself, and was 
complimented by General Schenck for his coolness and bra . 

On August 30, 1862, General Burnside, then_in command of the Army of 
the Potomac, sent by telegraph his thanks to General Stahel, his officers and 
men, for the brilliant success they had achieved. 

In March, 1863, when the Confederates continually broke through the Fed- 
eral lines in front of Washi capturing mules, horses, wagons, provi- 
sions, and on one occasion cap one of the general officers with his staff. 
President Lincoln sent for General Stahel and asked him to take command 
of the cavalry in front of Washington. 

From the time he assumed command the Federal lines were never broken 
through, and the Confederates had no more chances to commit depredations 
inside of the lines. On this occasion he proved himself not only a t 
eoldier, but also a good , a8 will be seen from General Heintzelman’s 
letter, wherein he said: 


“TI have seen General Hooker and many officers of his Seeman cot —- 
expressed themselves in the most unqualified praise of the splendid condi- 
tion of your cavalry. They declared it the best they had ever seen. Their 

ood condition and efficiency are owing to the able manner in which you 
ave commanded them,” etc. 

After the battle of Piedmont, where General Stahel was wounded, and after 
which battle he was awarded the medal for ee gal- 
lantry (a distinction conferred on very few), General Hunter the fol- 
lowing reference to him in his letter te General Halleck of June 9, 1864: 

‘Jt is but justice to Major-General Stahel to state that in the recent en- 
gagement he displayed excellent qualities of coolness and gaflantry, and that 
tor the final happy result the country is much indebted to his services.” 

After the close of the war he was a; ited to a position in the consular 
service, and remained in such service about thirteen years, when, in conse- 
quence of ill health engendered by disease contrac in the Army, he was 
obliged to resign. 

How his services as consul were appreciated is shown by the following let- 
ter from Secretary Bayard: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, October 21, 1885. 


My Dear Sir: [have this moment received letter of this date resign- 
ing the position of consul eral at and make unfeigned expres- 
sion of my sincere regret that the Government is to lose the services of so 
efficient and faithful an officer. And permit me to say how much my regret 
is increased by the cause of your resi tion. 

The record of your public service ts unimpeachable, and I sincerely trust 
that in your new you may fully recover the health you have lost, and 
with it enjoy an ample and prolonged prosperity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


T. F. BAYARD. 
Gen. JuLIUuS STAHEL. 


After partially recovering his health he secured a business position in the 
city of New York, in which he continued until recurring disease, infirmities, 
and the burden of old age compelled his final retirement from active life. 

General Stehel was entitled to a pension at the time of his resignation in 
1845, but he was too conscientious toask for Government aid so long as he was 
a fo >the ee coe f an Peuraary, 1808, oe ere z 

2, for the e, fora . in 
Late or aes le ol ae tnd, a eo ee manth. 


General Stahel received many letters of commendation and thanks from 
superior oftcers, including Generale McClellan, Burnside Schenck, Hunter, 
and 0 set ou e ouse oO. % 
session, to which reference is hereby made. 
He is now 70 old, and in need of the increase asked for. 
In consideration of the fact that the Government saved many thousands 
of dollars by reason of his refusal to accept a pension more than eighteen 
years ago. when he could have obtained the same, it seems but just that this 
galiant soldier should receive liberal treatment in his old age. 

Your committee therefore respectfully recommend the passage of the bill. 


The Senate bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 
The House bill was, by unanimous consent, laid on the table. 


BETSEY J. WEBBER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 178) 
granting a pension to Betsey J. Webber. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the general 
a laws and regulations, the name of Betsey J. We , mother of Otis 

ebber, deceased, late private of Company K, Twenty-ninth Maine Regi- 
ment Infantry Volunteers. 


The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows; 
In line 6, before the word “‘ mothor,”’ insert the word “ dependent.” 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the report. 

The report (by Mr. SULLOWay) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 178) 
granting a pension to Betsey Y. Webber, having carefully thesame, 
adopt the accompanying Senate report (No. 133) as their own, and respect- 
fully recommend the same of the bill with the follo amendment: 

In line 6, before the ““mother,” insert the word “ mt.” 

[Senate Report No. 133, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. ] 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 178) grant- 
ing a pension to Betsey Y. Webber, have examined the same and report: 

Claimant is the dependent mother of Otis Webber, late private of Company 
K, Twenty-ninth Maine Volunteer Infantry. Soldier served from September 
12, 1863, to August 22, 1865. There is much evidence on file to show that he 
received a sunstreke while in the line of duty, and it is conclusively shown 
that he exhibited aberrations of mind continuatly from the date of his return 
home to the time of his death, which occurred May 9, 1894, from drowning 
(suicide). It is also made to appear, by numerous affidavits, that soldier, 
during his service and whenever able to work after his con- 


8, 
tributed his earnings toward the support of his father and aoe were 
in destitute circumstances. 


A numerously signed petition, addressed to Hon. Wri11AMm P. Frvr, sets 


forth that the parents are aged, sick, and infirm, and that they are subjects 
of — charity. 

he mother filed a claim for pension under the act of June 27, 1890, which 
was rejected on the ground that soldier's death by drowning was not due to 
his military service, and hence that claimant had no goatee status. 

It is true that the act of June 27, 1890, does require t dependent parents 
shall show that death came to the soldier as a result of army ice, and 
hence the decision of the Pension Bureau was correct, under a strict inter- 
pretation of the law. But it should be borne in mind that the soldier's men- 
tal condition, which induced him to commit ~ y the result 

jutely 


In considering the equities your thet as a 
probable fact, and, in with the further fact that mother is 


sick and destitute, recommend favorable action on the bill. 


The amendment by the committee was to. 
The bill as ame was laid aside to be reported favorably to 


the House. 
RICHARD WILCOXTON. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
3 Richard Wilcoxton for services in the late war. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, That the Secretary of the Interior he here 
entnortend atitdiemedl ten yeas en ths pinaiem sell ot Se a ere 
name of Richard Wilcoxton, late of Company G, First Ohio Heavy Artillery, 
for meritorious for severe dicabilities received, sao diseume cons 
tracted by him while in United States service during the late war, and 

at the rate of $12 per month, commencing on the 12th 


The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
lows: 

Strike out of title “for services in the late war.” 

Strike out of lines 6, 7, — the following: “for meritorious services, for 


severe disabilities received, disease contracted by him while in the United 
States service d the late war.” 


Strike out of lines 10 and 11 the following: “commencing on the 12th day 
of August, 1890." 

The amendments were to. 

Mr. THOMAS. Iask the adoption of the amendment which I 
send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Tn line 9, strike out the word “ allow “ and insert “ pay; soas to read “ pay 
him a pension.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the rt. 

The report (by Mr. Kerr) was , as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. BR. 
4901) to pension Richard Wilcoxton, submit the ftowat peecet: 

The committee, after careful examination of the the facts to be 
substantially as follows: 

The soldier was a private in Company G, First Ohio Heavy Artillery, and 
was honorably discharged from the service. 

He filed his claim for pension, under the act of 1890,on August 12, =, 
alleging partial disability todo manual labor from rheumatism, disease ° 
the heneh. apina, anal The claim rejected on the ground “‘ that 
no disability was found su’ to give title to pension under said act. 





1897. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


ei ae 





had not all his disabilities. This board reported “no 
board ies. “no 
ict ng The rejection was affirmed. 


for pension under the old law, which claim is still a- 
ine and on the 2th of April, 1802, he was examined by a medical and 
jt, repo! that he had the following disabilities and was entitled to the fol- 
lowing rating, viz: For neuralgia, six teenths; for r , four- 
eichteenths, and for disease of heart, six teenths. Underformer 
of the Pension Bureau this would entitle soldier to $12 per month under 
aw of 1890. 
lay ce committee are of the opinion that the soldier should have $12 per 
month in to mas under said law of 1890, and therefore recommend 
the of the bill with the following amendments, viz: 

Strike out of title “for services in the late war.” 

Strike out of lines 6, 7, and 8 the following: “ For meritorious services, for 
severe disabilities received, and disease contracted by him while in the United 
States service during the late war.” 

Strike out of lines 10 and 11 the following: ‘“Commencing on the 12th day 
of August, 1890." 


The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 
JAMES EGANSON. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
7451) for the relief of James Eganson, of Henderson, Ky. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to on subject to the provi 


ix limitations the pensi la name . 
a, Gnited Boates Hee t-——* oT Ee ett Sleke 
and pay him a pension of per month. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the report. 

The report (by Mr. Baker of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensi to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7451) 
entitled “A bill for the relief soe ne leave to submit the 
following report, and recommend that a amendment: 

The claimant enlisted May 17, 1841, in the U) ee ae 
as an ordinary seaman aboard the Pennsylvania and the United States 
October 14, 1844, when honora 


From this decision an appeal was take 


un 
lication f Goclnting thet tn Seaman he ensue 
‘ication for n, co by 
cation, bates record failed to show for the disease while in 


the service and the claimant could not meet all the requirements of the Pen- 
The examiner 


sion Bureau as to proof, the claim wasre F in Mp os 
the claim seems to have been convin of its merits, for the brief 
ended its allowance, but the board of review declined to 


that he recomm: 
accept the evidence as sufficient. 4 

Joseph J. Holland, a reputable and trustworthy citizen of Yates County. 
N. C., swears that he served aboard the United States with the claimant, and 
knows that after a cruise around Cape Horn asa part of the South Pacific 

uadron he (claimant) ee ed Ge eee 
cad tas handdhip and expuntootead Gepngeagh, Stickies tinged aemnd 
and the e 
on deck and com of rheumatism. Holland's name is ciene onthe 
oa . the “~ nited States, along with that of the claimant, during 
allege perio ° : 

Several reputable witnesses, who have known the claimant for more than 
thirty years, testify that off and on during that entire period he has been a 
sufferer from rheumatism. 

The Henderson, la board of examining surgeons reported, under 
date of October 25, . that t was 74 years old, and a sufferer from 
tender joints, with limitation of motion and atrophy of muscles. 

Your committee believe that the evidence fairly proves theclaim, and that 
the relief prayed for can very properly be allowed. A numerously signed 
petition —— him to be entirely worthy, and that he is poor, very old, and 
who: disa’ 


The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 
ELIZABETH T. ANDERSON. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was. the bill (H. R. 
7121) to restore Mrs. Elizabeth T. Anderson to the pension roll. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted,etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to restore to the pension roll the name of Mrs. 
beth T. Anderson, of Cartersville, Ga., and pay her a pension at the rate of 
3 dollars per month as the widow of John Anderson, of Loyal’s company, 
= nd ——— — Oreek war, beginning with the date from which 
she was ; 


. The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
OWS: 


In line 8 strike out “with” and insert “on.” 
At the end of the bill strike out the words“ from which she was last paid ” 
and insert the words “ of the approval of this act.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 
The report (by Mr. BLACK) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7121) 
entitled “A bill to restore Mrs. Elizabeth T. Anderson to the pension roll,” 
beg leave to submit the following report, and recommend that said bill do 
pass with an amendment: 

_ The claimant is the widow of John Anderson, who served as a musician in 
Captain Loyal’s Company Geo’ Volunteers, Creek war, 1836. 

_The following letter from the Commissioner of Pensions contains a full 
history of the at the Bureau, and in the judgment of your com- 
mittee the facts are such as to justify the proposed restoration of claim- 
ant’s name to the rolls, with an amendment fixing the date of the commence- 
ment of pension on the date of the passage of the act. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERTOR, BUREAU OF PENSIONS, 
Washington, February 27, 1396. 

_ Str: In response to your in respect to the claim for pen- 

so No. Bi gt Mex oath Andon widow of John Anders, mus 
. pany unteers, war, ve ca 

the ee to be carefully examined. 
lady was pensioned from April 5, 1893, at $8 per month, on account of 
the service of her husband in an Indian war, under the provisions of the act 
of July 27, 1892, and drew this pension until September 13, 1895, when her 
hame was dro: from the rolls, as it. was found that the allowance had 
been erroneous in that the soldier had not performed the req » aay 


days’ service to give her title under the aforesaid law. Upon reference 


the report of the Auditor for the War Department, I find that soldier was 
enrolled June 9, 1836, at Columbus, Ga., and one 7, 1836, at the 
same place, and that he was from June 9, to July 19, 1836, one 
month and eleven days, inclu twelve days’ travel. 

In determining the period of service in cases of this kind the Bureau is 
governed by ee decision No. 79, dated March 30, 1894, a copy of 
which is herewith inclosed, in which it is held that the actual service of a 
soldier can not be reckoned from the time me which he was paid, but by 

period of actual service after the place of rendezvous until his 

f that any better explanation 

of the action in this case can be made than by reference to the decision itseif, 
the terms of which exclude all other period for which paid than that covered 
by the i between arrival at rendezvous and return to rendezvous, 
nder circumstances there was no other action for the Bureau than te 


drop ‘s name from the rolls. 
Very respectfully, 


Hon. Jonn W. Mappox, 
House of. Representatives. 


The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. 


WM. LOCHREN, Commissioner. 


FRANCIS M. ROSS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5986) ting pension relief to Francis M. Ross. 
The was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby. 
directed to reinstate upon the roll the name of Francis M. Ross, o 
Montrose, Iowa, late a soldier of Company B, Forty-second Indiana Infantry, 
and shall pay him the pension he was receiving under invalid’s certifica 
No, 204667, and that payment shall date and continue from May 31, 1 
at which time the name of said Ross was dropped from the pension roll; an 
the said Ross shall be entitled to receive any increase of pension he may be 
lawfully entitled to == establishing his case before the Pension Bureau 
under the laws of the United States, anything in this act notwithstanding. 


The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
lows: 


Amend the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and substituting 
the following: : 

“That the of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to place upon the pension roll the name of Francis M. Ross, late @ 
privatein Company B, Forty-second Indiana Infantry, and pay him a pension 
of $12 a month.’ 

Amend the title by striking out the word “relief.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. Baker of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6986) restoring the pension of Francis M. Ross, respectfully report: 

The facts in this case are these: Francis M. Ross, of Montrose, Lee Count y, 
Towa, formerly a private in ue B, Forty-second Indiana Infantry, drew 
a pension of $12 a month under certificate No. 204667. His application for in; 
crease was before the Bureau of Pensions from 1892 until May 27, 1895, wheli 
he received this notice: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU OF PENSIONS, 
Washington, D. C., May 27, 1896. 
Str: I have to advise you that your name has this day been dropped from 
the pension roll, certificate No. 204667, for the reasons set forth in my letter 
to you under date of December 11, 1894, viz, that the disability for which the 
pension was allowed has ceased to exist in a eee degree. 
WM. LOCHREN, Commissioner. 
In establishing his claim for an increase he filed with the Commissioner o 
Pensions the following affidavits of physicians of his county of establish 
practice, distinguished personal character, and high repute in their profes 
sion: 


Stare or Iowa, Lee County: 


This certifies that Iam a resident of Keokuk, Iowa, Lee County; was for- 
merly of Montrose, Iowa; was a practicing physician of Montrose for ten 
ears; have known Francis M. Ross for several years; ¢ his family phy- 
sician in 1883,and have continued to be such ever since; was called to see him 
for heart trouble on the 13th day of September, 1885, and have examined him 
and treated him for said trouble on a number of occasions since. 
chronic organic lesion of the heart, nrnees hy with valvular insufficiency, 
also regurgitation (mitral), such disability bringing about a very serious 
train of symptoms, such as difficulty in breathing, smothering spells when 
lying down, pain in the region of the ,and upon the least exertion there 
occurs a severe attack of palpitation. He jis unfit for manual labor, and espe« 
cially labor that would mire much walking or lifting. His degree of dis: 
ability is more than it wo be from theloss of leg or arm. I have no inter- 

est in the prosecution of this claim. 

JOHN J. RIGG, M. D. 


KEOKUK, June 10, 1892. 


He hasa 


Montross, Lee County, Iowa, September 16, 1390. 

In the matter of the claim of F. M. Ross, late private in Company B, Forty- 
second iment of Indiana Volunteer Infantry, for increase of pension. 

Perso ya before me, a notary public in and for said county and 
State, J. M. Anderson, M. D., whose post-office address is Montrose, Lee 
County, Iowa, whom I certify to be reputable and entitled to credit, and 
declares in reference to the above case as follows: 

I have been intimately acquainted with said soldier for twenty-five years, 
and a portion of that time was his family physician. I treated soldier about 
eighteen years ago for pleuro-pneumonia, and discovered at that time that he 


had chronic pleurisy with lesion. The exact date of my first treatment I can 
not give. I muse peemneees for him at different times since, and have made 
a careful physical examination of his condition quite recently, and find car- 
diac enlargement and mitral insufficiency; also enlargement and induration 


of liverand spleen, and inability to lie down except upon his abdomen, his 
face down on his pillow. By reason of these complicated diseases he is inca» 
itated from manual labor, and the degree of his disability is, in my opin- 
‘on, equal to the loss of an arm or leg. 
Iam W yearsold; have practiced medicine forty-eight years, and I have no 
interest in the prosecution of this claim. 
J. M. ANDERSON, M. D. 


KEOKUK, IowA, December 22. 


a citizen of Eockek, Iowa, whose t-office address j 
well known to me to bé reputable and entitled to credit 


A. Weisman, M. D . 
1123 Main street, 
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and who, being duly sworn, declares in relation to aforesaid case as follows: 
Iam a practicing physician, and have been acquainted with said soldier for a 
short time. I never attended claimant professionally, but have made an 
examination of his physical condition at this date at his own request, and 
have found the following disabilities: 

He has chronic pleurisy, affecting both lungs. Some emplysemia of left 
lung. slight over base of right lung. Pleuritic adhesions of left lung, causing 
dry, backing cough, particularly at night. Can't lay on his back or on either 
side for any length of time, causing dyspnoea; bowels tympanitic, spleen en- 
larged, hypertrophy of heart, and anzemia. Disabilities increase in cold and 
damp weather, and are in such a degree as to disable him from doing any 
manuallabor. The disability did exist, as claimantstates, while in the service. 

The above affidavit is in my own handwriting, and in making the same I 
did not use and was not aided or prompted by any written or printed state- 
ment verified, prepared, or dictated by any other person and not attached as 


on credit of my testimony. 
A. WEISMAN, M. D., Keokuk, Iowa. 


KEOKUK, IOWA, January 15, 189k. 

In the pension claim, No. 204667, of Francis M. Ross, of Montrose, Iowa, I 
respectfully submit the following in regard to the case: I have known 
soldier intimately over ten years and bave been his family partes the 
greater part of thistime. He has suffered from chronic pleuritis, with adhe- 
sion over the lower lobe of left lung; Geo hy perineeny eart, with valvular 
insufliciency; also fermentative dyspepsia, resultin a chronic gastritis; has 
dropsicai effusions around the heart and in the abdominal cavity, also of the 
left leg and foot, and hyperthesia of entire left side. Is now totally disabled 
so far as earning a support by manual labor is concerned. His bilities 
are perme and progressive, and were not caused by vicious habits; and 
in view of the above facts, and knowing the condition of soldier, both phye 
ically and financially, I would regard case deserving of more than 
present rating, and respectfully recommend the increase asked for. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN J. RIGG, M. D., 


Member Board United States Pension Examiners, Keokuk, Iowa. 


Montross, Iowa, December 18, 189h. 
In regard to the case of F. M. Ross, would state that I have this day exam- 
irfed him and found the following conditions in regard to me mp f g 
Adhesions of all the lower lobe of left lung; also emplysemia o lower lobe 
of left lung; would further state that I have been intimately acquainted with 
claimant for past six years, have prescribed for him frequently during that 
time for pleurisy, and, in fact, whenever he contracts a cold he is troubled 
more or less; it is chronic form, is pro; ve and permanent. His disability 
is real, without the least shadow of doubt. Would state that I have no inter- 
est whatever in tha prosecution of this claim. 
H. CARNES, M. D. 


These medical opinions establish the right of Mr. Ross to the pension and 
amply justify the passage of this bill. e recommend that the bill do pass, 
with the following amendments: 

Amend the title by striking out the word “ relief.” 

Amend the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and substitut- 
ing the following: 

‘*That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is bereiy, quthoriood and 
directed to place 73 the pension roll the name of Francis M. Ross, late a pri- 


vate in Company Forty-second Indiana Infantry, and pay him a pension 
of $12 a month.” 


The amendments eee the committee were agreed to. 


The bill as amended was aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. 


JOHN BEAIRD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
7457) granting an increase of pension to John Beaird. 
The bill was read, as follows; 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secret of the Interio: 
directed to place upon the pension roll, at the rate of 
Beaird, late sergeant yy my E, Eleventh Regiment 
Infantry, the same to be in lieu of the pension now received. 


The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 


In line 4 strike out ‘‘ fifty ” and insert “thirty; so as to make the rate of 
pension $30 per month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Iask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. KERR) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7457) ee an increase of pension to John Beaird, submit the following 
report: 

This soldier was a sergeant in Goppeny BE, Eleventh Missouri Volunteers, 
enlisted on the 20th day of July, 1861, and was discharged on the 28th day of 
September, 1863, by reason + ee wound. He was wounded in the battle 
of Vicksburg, Miss., on the 23d day of September, 1863. A ball entered his 
hip, penetrated to the bone, and ranged ownward tothe knee. The whole 
course of the ball is 20 inches. A portion of the muscles of the thigh were 
destroyed, and along the whole course they are adherent tothe bone. He is 
& very heavy man, and by reason of this wound he is wholly incapable of 
cocne any manual labor. It is only with great difficulty that he can walk 
about. 


He is at present drawing a pension of $17, and an application for an increase 
has been rejected. 


An examining surgeon for the Pension Office, as far back as 1874, reported 
as follows: 


“It (the wound) must necessarily render locomotion both irksome and 


painful during life." 
nm reported him three-fourths disabled. A med- 


In 1867 an examining su: 
jeal board in 1888 reported as entitled to second grade, and one in 1892 


peeves him as entitled to third grade. This latter board reported as fol- 
ows: 
rposes of manual labor, it is our jud 
aiity 


is authorized and 
per month, John 
Volunteer 


* For pu ent, after a careful weigh- 
ing of all the facts in the case, that the disa is equivalent to the loss of 


a hand or foot. We therefore recommend aratingof third grade. The pres- 
ent rating seems utterly inadequate to so severe a wound.” 

Dr. E. H. Pocock testifies that he has known Mr. Beaird for ten years, and 
that during that time, by reason of said wound, he has been wholly incapaci- 
tated from pong manual labor. 

Dr. E. V. Ken ig.8 member of the medical board of Ashland, Ohio, testifies 
that he has knowh the soldier for ten years last past, and has been his family 
physician, and that he is not able to do any manual labor 


The whole case leaves no doubt in the minds of the committee but that tho 
soldier is entitled and has most satisfactorily proven his right to a pension o? 
~ month. 

e 


therefore recommend the passage of the bill with an amendme: ik- 
ing out of line 4 the word “ fifty ” and inserting hice mctril 


The amendment reported by the committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably te 


the House. 
ALPHONZO 0. DRAKE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R, 
7205) granting a pension to Alphonzo O. Drake, late a private in 
Company E, Second Regiment Rhode Island Volunteers. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject tothe provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Alphonzo O. Drake, late a 
private in Company E, Second Regiment Rhode Island Volunteers. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the rt read. 
The report (by Mr. PooLE) was , as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7205) gran a pension to Alphonzo O. Drake, late a private in Company E, 
Second Rhode Island Regiment Volunteer Infantry, submit the following 


report: 
Alphonzo O. Drake enlisted in the Second Rhode Island Regiment August 

and whee June 26, 1865. April 1, 1867, he enlisted in 
pany I, Thirteenth United States Infantry, and was Ma 
1868. On the 7th of December, 1869, he entered for the third time in Com- 
pany A, Fitth United States Artillery, and was discharged April 1, 1870. 

le in the volunteer service he was treated in for scurvy, ery- 
las, chronic ulcers of ht leg, and epilepsy, an 
from the Regular Army twice on 


the records show 
harged account of epilepsy, 
His claim for pension under the general law was rejected eo 21, 1885, on 
the ground that the cause ateget erences prior to enlistment. 
In a decision by the Secretary of the Interior affirming the action of the Pen- 
sion Bureau inthis claim, the honorable Secre cays that the testimony 
strongly tends to show that claimant had fits before the first en- 
listment, and further says whether that be so or not the evidence is mani- 
ote insufficient to prove that the disease originated in the service and line 
of duty. 

The records of the Pension Bureau admit the fact that Drake served in the 
Second Rhode Island nine months before any evidence of appeared 
and these records show that there was no evidence tha‘ ever had 
epilepsy before the war. 

We have examined the affidavit made by William E. Randall, of Warwick, 
R. L., who swears that he has known e intimately since he was 5 years 
old, and that he never knew of his ha’ any ic or other fits; that he 
was a strong boy and man; that he wor with him during the year 1842, 
seeing him every 5 

Albert H. Ran of Pawtucket, R. L, makes an affidavit that he has 
known Drake since he was 10 Poy. old, and that in 1862 said Drake worked 
for him, and that during all the time he had known him before the war 
Drake never had a fit of any kind, but was a strong, able-bodied man. 

Sara Lewis, of Providence, R. I., makes affidavit that she has known 
Alphonzo O. Drake since he was 8 years old, and that he lived in her house 
from 1856 until the war, and that Goring et entire time he never had a fit 


of an but was strong and able- 
Sie T Drake, the calvent's mother, makes an affidavit in which she 


says that some years ago, when she was in a mental condition which unfitted 
her for testifying, she was approached by a special examiner of the Pension 
Bureau, who caused her to say that her son had tic fits before the war 
and from his boyhood. She now swears that such statements were utter! 


untrue; that her son never had a fit of any kind before he first enlisted, an 
that he was st and well frous his birth up. 


We have also the affidavit of Dr. Lorenzo Travis, of Providence, R. I., as 
to Drake's condition for the-past ten He says: 

** He is totally disabled for manual labor by reason of the epileptic fits that 
he now has omens. and that he is absolutely without means and unable 
to do any kind of work.” 
ven by others. 


This evidence is also 

In view of all the evidence examined by your committee, which is uncon- 
tradicted, we recommend the poems of the bill with an amendment addin. 
after the word ‘“ Volunteers,” in line 7, the words “and pay him a pension a' 
the rate of $12 a month.” 

Mr. THOMAS. I offer an amendment for the purpose of per- 
fecting the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 7 strike out “s” in the word “ Volunteers” and insert the word 


“Infantry;” also amend the title so as to read: “A bill granting a pension to 
Alphonso 0. Drake.” 


The amendments were agreed to. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

NANCY T. DUNCKLEE, 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1787) 
granting a pension to Nancy T. Duncklee. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the pro 
visions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Nancy T. Duncklee, 
dependent_stepmother of Lucian A. Duncklee, late of Company C, Sixteenth 
Regiment New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be read. 

The report (by Mr. SuLLOWAyY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1787 
o— a yaa. to end Duncklee, ae carefully considered t: 
same, - the accom g Senate report (No. 166) as their own, an 
respectfully recommend the passage of the bill. 

[Senate Report No. 165, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. ] 
The Conminttine cn Pete wien. was outereed the bill ape) = 
a pension an . Duncklee, examin same an : 
n§ Son A. Dunchles enlisted Oetober 10,1808, and served until August 9, 180% 


per month. 
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a for disability from chronic diarrhea. He died at Mattoon, 
ugust 23, 1863, on his way home from the Army, at the age of 19 years. 
W’ Duncklee, soldier's father, applied for and received 
ed to draw until the date 


bein: 
Ii, 





pendent father, which he continu 
the 4th day of April 


ied Joel 
nthe old, and testimony shows that she was a devoted and kind moth 
them. She is now 76 years of age, and in very straitened_ circumstan 
The sonewing affidavit from Dr. D. 8. 
ee MILForRD, N. H., January 20, 1396. 


This certifies that I, Darius S. Dearborn, have been family physician for 


the late J. W. Duncklee during the past fifteen years. 


His widow, Nancy T. Duncklee, is a wreck, both yayeteally ond mentality; 


is unable to perform labor, and is wholly unfit to take care of herself; 


ro will never be able to do any more work. Her mental condition 


growing constant] 


y worse. 
D. 8S. DEARBORN, M. D. 


MILFORD, January 20, 1396. 
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, Hillsboro, ss: 


Personally appeared this day D. 8. Dearborn, M. D., and made oath to the 


trot of the statement by him signed. 
re me, 
[SEAL] J. M. LAWS, Notary Public. 


The fact that claimant is not the mother of the soldier bars her 
sion under the 
soldier from early —— 4 


many p ts for su ion. 


Your committee report the bill back favorably, with a recommendation that 


it do pass. ‘ 
The bill was laid aside with the recommendation that it do pass. 
DUDLEY F. BROWN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1811) 
granting an increase of a a to Dudley F. Brown. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Dudley F. Bro ri- 


vate of Company A, Sixth New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry. and pay 
a pension at the rate of $20 per — in lieu of that he is now receiving, 
payable to his legally-constituted 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 
The report (by Mr. SuLLOWay) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was setheres the bill (8. 
1311) granting an increase of pension to ny = 4 F. ng te private Com- 
y A, Six Volunteer antry, having examined and 
Raretull considered the facts and tances presen in this case, re- 
spectfully adopt the report of the Senate Committee on Pensions, and recom- 
mend that the bill do pass. 


[Senate Report No. 58, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. ] 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1311) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to Dudley F. Brown, have examined the same and 


report: 
Olaimant under this bill had an honorable military record, and was wounded 
while in the line of duty. He applied for pension under the general law, but 
nding the consideration of his claim became so necessitous that he sought 
Foliet under the act of June 27, 1890, and was pensioned at the rate of $12 per 
—_ which amount he now draws. Shortly after being pensioned he 
oe signs of insanity, and is now confined in the New Hampshire lum 
or the Insane, at Concord, N. H., a hopeless lunatic. The affidavit of Dr. 
Charles P. Bancroft, superintendent of said asylum, is as follows: 


New HAMpPsHIRE ASYLUM, 
Concord, N. H., January 7, 1896. 
Dzuar Sir: At the request of Weare N. Shaw, the of Dudley F. 


Brown, I hereby depose and say that Dudley F. Brown is in a state of chroni: 
elusional insanity. He has been here twice. The first time he was commit- 
here on the lith of A t, 1892. He had a history then of having been 
- — about three years. case apparently was one of organic disease of 
e \ 
He had hallucinations of hearing and the persistent delusions that are 
characteristic of long-continued —— 
After his commitment at the asylum he continued very nicely for a while, 
and so far improved that his wife thought it was reasonably saf: 


‘e to try him 
ut again. e was from the asylum after his first commitment 
n the 5th of May, 1893. 


r he left the asylum he appeared quite rati and then 
he began to make unusual remar'! He yay ee of the heat of the sun, 
and was unable to work out of doorsexcept in the cool of the Gay. He endeav- 
ored to make shoes, his trade being that of a shoemaker, but he conld not 
apply his mind continuously. He complained of his head quite constantly, 
and it was not long before he began to manifest delusions, that batteries were 
at work on his head, and that somebody was discharging electricity through 


body. 
e could not sleep hts because of these morbid ideas and sensations. 
He finally grew more and dazed, remaining out in the woods all night 
without any covering, and was recommitted at the asylum on tbe 9th of Feb- 


ruary, 189+. 

His condition is evidently one of structural brain disease, and there is no 
probability that he will ever regain his natural state of mind, and it is also 
quite certain that he can never be self-supporting and must always depend 
upon the charity of others for his maintenance. 

LES P. BANCROFT, M. D., 


CHAR 
Superintendent New Hampshire Asylum for Insane. 

Hon. Jacos H. GALLINGER. 

Personally spguaned before me the above-named Charles P. Bancroft and 
took oath that the above statements made by him concerning the mental 
Condition of Dudley F. Brown are true. 

JANUARY 7, 1896. 


This case is one that stro 
Your committee 


J. H. CASE, Justice of Peace. 


ly and rly appeals to Congress for relief. 
recommend uJ t the bill do pass. 





nsion as de- 
his death, on 


pril, 1889. 
‘laimant under this bill is the dependent stepmother of said soldier. She 
an W. Duncklee when the soldier and a twinsister were only a a 
er 


ces. 
Dearborn, of Milford, N. H., will speak 


nie 
eral laws, but the further fact that she tender] for 
wan nae Waite to pansion Sy apeetact, ere being 








The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, several members have come to 
me and informed me that they had bills of special interest and 
importance which ought to be passed at this session, and I am in- 
clined to waive the right of calling the regular order and allow 
the balance of the session of to-day to be devoted to unanimous 
consents, with the understanding that if on Friday evening we 
make some arrangement by which the roll shall be called or any 
other method is reached for allowing members to present bills, 
those persons who have been recognized to present bills to-day 
shall be skipped when the names are called until all of the other 
members have an opportunity, and with that understanding I 
will waive all objection to present unanimous consents for the 
balance of the session this afternoon. 

Mr. ATWOOD. Iobject, and demand the regular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in the power of the committee, the 
Chair would suggest, to move to pursue such course as it pleases 
in reference to taking up bills under the rule. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move that that course be taken during the 
present session for the remainder of the afternoon. 

t ERDMAN. I raise the point of order that that is not in 
order. 


The CHAIRMAN. If thecommittee will give its attention, the 
Chair will read the clause of the rule: 


In Committee of the Whole House, business on their calendars may be 
taken up in regular order, or in such order as the committee may determine 
unless the bill to be considered was determined by the House at the time of 
going into committee; but bills for raising revenue, general a ees 
_ and bills for the improvement of rivers and harbors shal! have prece- 

ence. 


The Chair thinks the motion is in order. 

Mr. HULICK. I desire to submit a peepeenianes inquiry. 
We are acting under a special rule of the House, under which 
this class of pension bills is to be taken up. Now, can we, in 


Committee of the Whole, and in derogation of that rule, change 
the order? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has just read the rule authoriz- 
ing the committee to determine the order in which bills will be 
enup. The rule of the House under which we are acting, the 
special order, authorizes the consideration of bills that would 
come up under the ordinary rule at the Friday evening session. 
But the order of their consideration is a matter for the committee 
to determine. 


Mr, McCREARY of Kentucky. Therule did not establish any 
order by which the bills should be taken up, and I think the 


motion of the gentleman from Michigan is clearly in order. 


The CHAIR . The Chair has so held. 


The question being taken on the motion of Mr. THomas, ona 
division (demanded by Mr. ErpMAN) there were—ayes 58, noes 29. 
So the motion was agreed to. 


JOSEPH E. VANTINE, 


Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Chairman, I call up for present considera- 
tion the bill (H. R. 7969) to increase the pension of Joseph E. 
Vantine. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place the name of Joseph E. Vantine, late first- 
class man on the U. 8. 8. Richmond, United States Navy, on the pension 
roll at the rate of $72 per month, in lieu of his present pension. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. MILEs) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7969) to increase the pension of Joseph E. Vantine, late first-class fireman on 
the U. 8. 8. Richmond, United States Navy, having carefully examined and 
fully considered the facts en. peapecstally report: 

Joseph ki. Vantine enlis in the United States Navy May 19, 1857, as sec- 
ond-class fireman on the U.S. 8. Minnesota; promoted to first-class fireman 
May 26, 1857, and served as such to June 10, 1859, when discharged. 

e reenlisted as first-class fireman July 13, 1861, and served on the North 
Carolina to July 27, 1861; on the Richmond from July 28, 1861, to August 29, 
1864; on the Princeton from August 30, 1864, to September 9, 1864, when hon- 
orably discharged. 

Joseph E. Vantine was the first man to ‘suggest the use of chain cables 
hung over the sides of vessels for protection from the enemy’s missiles, and 
the efficiency of the device was demonstrated by Commodore Farragut's 
squadron on the Lower Mississippi in April, 1862, in the passage of Forts 
Jackson and St. Phillip and the encounter with the Confederate ram, and it 
resulted in the capture of New Orleans, La. This chain armor was used 
afterwards on board the Kearsar; her capture of the Alabama. 

In the attack on Fort Hudson, oe March 14, 1863, a shot from the enemy’s 

ns struck the boilers of the Richmond, and the fire room and other parts of 

© vessel were filled with steam, when he, under great difficulties drew the 
fires from under the boilers and prevented them from exploding, thus saving 
the ship and perhaps many lives. While this was being done he became 
exha from the heat and cooking steam and had to be relieved every few 
moments, until by ~ Ly ay intrepidity and assiduous efforts the grand 
work was accomplished. For this heroic act he received special complimen- 
tary mention in the admiral’s report, and was afterwards presented witha 

““medal of honor’’ by act of Congress. 

ae L. Vantine is now pensioned at $12 per month, under the act of 
June 27, 1890, for —— to back and disease of rectum. 

The proof submi ted to your committee shows that claimant received am 
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injury to his back about July, 1861, while removing a part of an iron venti- 
lator from the port coal bunker of his vessel, and that this injury was en- 
hanced and the disability aggravated by the arduous work at Port Hudson, 
La., in March, 1863, and the disability has increased with hisadvancing years; 
and that he had astroke of apoplexy Au t 6, 1805, and is now suffering with 
complete paralysis of the right side and entire loss of the power of speech; 
and that he is now totally and permanently helpless, and, his physician says, 
“* will probably never be any better.” He has three minor c mand 

wife, entirely dependent, and with no income except his small pension; and 
he is now in such condition as to require the care and attention of another 

erson. 

” In view of the testimony, from which it is reasonable to conclude that his 
paralysis is a result of his naval service, and in view of his gallant and meri- 


torious service, your committee earnestly recommend the passage of the bill 
without amendment. 


Mr. BRUMM. Mr. Chairman, a parliamentary inquiry. I 
would like to ascertain if the Chairman has a list of members for 
recognition, prepared before this resolution was 


The CHA AN, The Chair is preparing a list of applications 
as they come. 


Mr. BRUMM. That is no answer to the question. 
_ Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. That is not a parliamentary 
inquiry. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana. That isnotafair question any way. 
The CHAIRMAN, The question is on laying aside the bill. 
The bill was laid aside with the recommendation that it do pass. 


DAVID N, THOMPSON. 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call up the bill 
(H. R. 6765) to increase the pension of David N. Thompson. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, 2tc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to increase the pension now paid to David N. Thomp- 
son, late a private of meen C, Thirty-fourth Regiment Illinois y= 4 
Volunteers, and pay him the sum of $72 per month, in lieu of the pension tha 
he is now receiving. 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended an amend- 
ment as follows: 


In line 7 strike out the word “seventy-two” and insert the word “ thirty.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 


The CHAIRMAN. Let the report be read in the gentleman’s 
time. 


The report (by Mr. Baker of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, having had under consideration the 
bill (H. R. 6765) to increase the pension of David N. Thompson, respectfully 
report: 

his soldier served from February 2, 1864, to July 27, 1865. He wastreated 
in service for chronic diarrhea and remittent fever, as shown by the record. 
He is pensioned at $12 per month under act of June 27, 1890. e report of 
his last medical examination by a board of surgeons, made February 1895, 
describes some disability due to chronic diarrhea and t disability, a 
parently from disease of nervous system, but no rate fixed for an disability, 
as,at the time the examination was made, the surgeons were not allowed 
rate. 

The testimony of Dr. L. C. Kern shows that by paralysis claimant is totally 
disabled and requires aid in dressing. Other evidence filed with this com- 
mittee shows that claimant became overheated and suffered with brain fever 
as well as chronic diarrhea in service, that he was weak and emaciated when 
he came home and never fully recovered, and his present helpless condition 
is beheved to be due to exposure in the service. 

Claimant alleges poverty and that he has three persons to pes. 

Your committee consider the bill one of merit, and recomme its passage 
with an amendment striking out “seventy-two,” in line 7, and inserting 
lieu thereof “ thirty,” so as to give him a pension of $30 per month. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


CAROLINE WILKINSON. 


Mr. ELLETT. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the bill (H. R. 
1518) granting a pension to Caroline Wilkinson. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the paoen roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Caroline of 
Chesterfield County, Va., the daughter of John § ,.& soldier in the 
Bevewawacy war, who enlisted from Virginia, and pay her a pension of 
$12 per month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have ther 

The CHAIRMAN. Let the report 
time. 

The report (by Mr. LOUDENSLAGER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1518) 
entitled ‘‘ A bill granting a pension to Caroline Wilkinson,” beg leave tosu 
mit - following report, and recommend that said bill do pass without 
amendment: 

The claimant is the daughter of John S ae served as a private for 
fifteen months in the regiment commanded by Colonel Goode, V: 
war of the Revolution. The service is a matter of record, 

yensioner on account of same until death in 1842. His ow, 8 
Recars, was also a pensioner until her death. 

Mrs. Wilkinson, the claimant, is a widow, 75 Leena old, in indigent circum- 
stances, and dependent upon o for anne’ . 

The relationship of the claimant to the is shown by the sworn state- 
ments of John 8. Sims, William Phaup, and other aged ellisens of Chester- 
field County, Va. : 

The claimant resides at Pilkinton, Chesterfield County, Va. 

There are several ee Bo for =. proposed legislation, and in view pot 


ove tat such precedents may very properly be followed in 


rt read. 
read in the gentleman’s 
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The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


BRADBURY W. HIGHT. 


Mr. HAGER. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (S. 1949) grant 
ing an additional pension to Capt. Bradbury W. Hight. 
he bill was read, as follows: 
Be it ted, etc., That the Secre f the Inte ‘ 
eulivestentl wall directed to anee So ee SS Bradiary 
W. Hight, late of Company C, Second Regiment Vermont Volunteer Infar- 


try, = the rate of $72 per month, in lieu of his present pension of $17 per 
month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I should be very glad to have 
the report in this case read, but it is so manifestly com tothe 
actual facts that I will submit a memorandum presented to me 
by the gentleman who offers this bill [Mr. Hacer], and let that 
be read as the report. 

The Clerk r as follows: 


Disease causing total blindness different disease from that for which » 
sion granted. Pensioner has hig! eit 


h degree of hype: 

shape of the eyeball). This causes very at trouble ioe 
ut when = , the defect mes manifest and declares 
itself by headaches and ———ae inflammatory attacks. In this case tho 
ae of this eneqtial ny te oT of thetwe a - aon 4 ne 
to the e of fs fellow. mms gpl ny ed ad, 
tion pee Ladionie age and oe 
that glaucoma could have.been induced by the service or that it could bane 

subsequently arisen as a remote result of army service. 

Mr. LOUD. I should like to ask if that is the report presented 
by the —- who offers this bill? 

Mr. DMAN. This was given to me. 

Mr. HAGER. No; this is not the report of the committee. 

Mr. LOUD. I should like to have that matter settled. 

The CHAIRMAN. Whatis the question of the gentleman from 
California? . 

Mr. LOUD. Is this the report of the gentleman who presents 
the bill to the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. It was read as a part of the remarks of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ERDMAN]. 

Mr. ERDMAN,. The gentleman submi that to me as a part 
of the case. 

Mr. LOUD. That is, that this man’s disability is not the result 
of service, and could not have been the result of service, and this 
is simply a proposition to present a gratuity to the man because 
be may have been in the service. 

Mr. HAGER. No, and if the Clerk will read the — of the 
committee, that will explain the case; This is one the most 
meritorious cases ever presented here. The memorandum which 
has — read is a paper from the minutes of a finding in the Pen- 
sion ce. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman demand the reading of 
the report? 

Mr. HAGER. No. The bill has passed the Senate, and I ask 
that the committee act upon it favorably. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, 1 the bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House with the recommendation that it do 
pass? 

The question being taken, Mr. STEELE demanded a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 56, noes 14. 

Mr. STEELE. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN (after counting the committee). One hun- 
dred and twenty members present. 

Mr. STEELE. 1 withdraw the point. 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


ELIZABETH WELLONS. 


Mr. CRISP. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 8898) to 
increase the pension of Elizabeth Wellons. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior and he is hereb 
authorized and directed to increase the pension of Eliza 
of a soldier of the war of from $12 per month to $20 per 


Wellons, widow 
Mr. CRISP. Mr. Chairman, the beneficiary of that bill is an 
old lady, 81 years of age. She is ve 


feeble and can not ibl 
live,long. is the widow of a soldier of the war of 1812, and 
“—_ there will be no objection to the bill. 
e CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall the bill be laid aside 
with the recommendation that it do pass? 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let the be read. 
The CHAIRMAN. Let the report be in the gentleman’s 
time. 
The report (by Mr. STALLINGS) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. —_ 
increasing the pension of Elizabeth Wellons, have considered the same, 


rt: 
a claimant is widow of William S. Wellons, who served as a private 


in the North Caro Volunteers from September 24, 1814, to February 5, 
Be in the war of 


General laws for the widowS of soldters ot ths war of Is1z. ‘She is®0 yeas 
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io a little farm, which does not sredues ye <a $25 
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There are several precedents for the 
the claimant’s great age and necessities 
recommended. 

The question being taken on ordering the bill to be laid aside to 
be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation, 

Mr. STEELE demanded a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 82, noes 4. 

Mr. STEELE. No quorum. 

The Chairman proceeded to count the committee. 

Mr. STEELE (during the count). I withdraw the point of no 

norum. 
: The CHAIRMAN. One hundred and thirty members, a quo- 
rum, present. 

Accordingly, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable reco: on. 


MARY E, ELY. 


Mr. AVERY. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (S. 2183) grant- 
ing a pension to Mary E. Ely. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


ted to on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
an name of Mary E. Ely, odoo or Ralph 
Ely, late lieutenan Volunteers, and pay her a pen- 
sion at the rate of $30 per month. 


The CHAIRMAN, Shall the bill be laid aside with a favorable 
recommendation? 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 

The report (by Mr. THomas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, ha considered the evidence relat- 
ing to the bill (S. 2133) granting a pension to E. Ely, adopt the followin 
from the Senate report, and recommend the passage of the as it 
the Senate: 

The beneficiary named is 72 years old, and is the widow of Ralph Ely, who 
was mustered into the service of the United States September 23, iL, as 
captain of Company C, Eighth Regiment Michigan Volunteers. He was pro- 
moted to be major Goer 10, 1862, and lieutenant-colone] February 1, 
1863. He was honorably disc May 19, 1866, as lieutenant-colonel, his 
services being no longer required. The soldier prosecuted a claim for pen- 
sion on account of service disabilities, which was allowed by the Pension 
Bureau after his death and paid to the widow. It was shown that the soldier, 
while on the march frem Fredericksburg to Warrenton Junction, A st 14, 
1862, was kicked by a horse, suffering a fracture of three of his a. z num- 
ber of affidavits tend to show that this injury caused the soldier trouble and 

in from the time of receiving it to the e of his death and prevented him 

rom performing manual labor. 


The question being taken on ordering the bill to be laid aside to 
be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation, on a 
division (demanded by Mr. STEELE) there were—ayes 52, noes 22, 

Accordingly the bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


NETTIE A. CHEEKS. 


Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I call up for consideration the 
bill (S. 2918) granting a pension to Nettie A. Cheeks. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to _- upon the pension roll the name of Nettie A. 


the papers on file at the Pension Bureau and by 
odges and Z. Sims, citizens of Houston Pounty, Ge, 
roposed legislation, and in of 

passage of the bill is respectfully 


Ch widow of Peter O. late a private Com D, Thirteenth Regi- 
ment United States Infantry, and a private United States Marine Corps, and 
pay her a pension of $30 per month. : 

The amendment recommended by the committee was read, as 
follows: 

In line 5 strike out the initial “O” and insert the initial “C;" so that the 
name will read “ Peter C. Cheeks.”’ 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the gentleman’s 
time. 

The report (by Mr. ANDERSON) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Retete te whom was referred the bill (S. 2018 
eens a0 Seerense of pensien ettie A. Cheeks, widow of Peter C. 


late vate Company D, th United States , and 
private, United States Marine Corps, ha considered the ane 


committee's report as their own and recommend the pas- 
out the letter **O,” between the 


inserting the letter “C" in lieu 
. Cheeks.” 


The ‘s report is as follows: 

“ The records in the War and Navy Departments show that Peter C. Cheeks 
enlisted June 5, 1862, and served as private, Company D, First Battalion, 
Thirteenth United States infantry, until honorably discharged, June 5, 1865; 
that he reenlisted in the United tes Marine Corps for four years October 
3, and was honorably by reason of expiration of service Octo- 
ber . He died from phthisis pulmonalis January 13, 1894. 

7 applied for pension, which was allowed at $8 per month from October 4, 
1869, for phthisis pulmonalis. His pension was increased to $14 from March 28, 
1878; to $18 from A’ 12, 1878; to $24 from April 10, 1880; to $30 from March 
3, 1888; to $50 from — then by act of Congress to $72 
per month from July 7, 1888. 

“ The claimant was married to soldier February 6, 1879, and, as the in 
record clearly shows, had an invalid husband to care for soy wore without 

her- 


S veces einnensetetaen ascueaty oe they wes 
means gradually undermined health, until now 
elf in poor health and destitute circumstances. 


“She applied for pension in March, 1894, and was pensioned at $12 per month, 
~ ry death cause having been consumption, contracted in service in 

e of duty. . 

“The testimony presented to the committee clearly shows that the claim- 
ant is in frail and delicate health, and that she is suffering from rheumatism 
and weak lungs or incipient consumption, and is unable to perform any kind 
of manual labor, being greatly troubled with a harassing cough, and that she 
is totally destitute of any means whatever, has no income except her small 
pomaten. and that she is now and has been dependent upon those not legally 

und to contribute to her support for her maintenance. 

“In view of the facts 


passage of the bill.” 


Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the bill be laid aside with a favorable recommendation. 
The motion was to 


agreed to. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Woop] 


is . 
Mr. STEELE. I call for a division on that vote. 
The CHAIRMAN. The demand comes too late. 


Mr. STEELE. I called at the proper time. I beg pardon of 
the Chair. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not hear the gentleman. 
Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Other business had intervened. 
Mr. STEELE. The Chair did not hear me, but I called for a 


vote, 
The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H. R. 8108)—— 


Mr. STEELE. The Chair may not have heard me, but I called 
for a vote. 


The CHAIRMAN. TheChair has had no difficulty in hearing 
the gentleman state his request before. It comes too late. 


JESSE DURNELL. 


Mr. WOOD. I call up the bill H. R. 3108. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 3108) to grant a pension to Jesse Durnell, late second-class 
pilot on gunboat Lexington and transferred to gunboat Marmora. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, =——= to the provisions 
and limitations of the m laws, the name of Jesse Durnell, late second- 
class pilot on the gun t Lexington and transferred to the gunboat Mar- 
were during the civil war, and pay him a pension of $24 per month from April 
4, 1895. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 

The CHAIRMAN, The report will be read in the gentleman’s 
time. 

The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
3108) granting a pension to Jesse Durnell, late second-class pilot on gunboat 
Lexington transferred to gunboat Marmora, submit the Kolowing report: 

Jesse Durnell, the claimant, was a loyal Virginian during the war, and is 
now 87 years of age. His wife is past 80 years of age. He has no means or 
income whatever, and he and his aged wife are dependent upon charity for 
a support. 

He was commissioned as a second-class pilot by Rear-Admiral David D. 
Porter, February 4, 1864, in the wr squadron, and honorably dis- 

June 17, 1865. He served on the U. 8. steamers Meteor, Elk, Lexing- 
ton, Abrona, and Marmora, also on prize steamer Mattie Cook, being under 
orders ot ae Porter, Lee, Lieutenant-Commander Bache, and Fleet 


ing the time of his service he acted as first-class pilot, and in various 
orders signed by Admirals Porter and Lee he is recognized as first-class pilot. 
An au hh letter has been submitted to the committee signed by Admiral 

m which, — of Durnell and his class, he says: 

“The Sane pilots carried their lives in their hands, and were liable 
at any moment while steering their vessels to be picked off by sharpshooters, 
and should not be deprived of any portion of their pay. They were worth 
double the amount the Government paid for their services.” 

The claimant had a claim for pension pending for — |! years prior toJune 
27, 1890. He was unable to supply the proof required by the Department, 
because he was obliged, under the orders of the officers above named, to serve 
on somany different vessels, and the surgeons could not remember his pre- 
cise condition of disability. He then obtained apension under act of June 27, 
1800, of $12 per month from June 23, 1891. He was dropped June 15, 1895, and 
no pension paid him since a 4, 189%. The grounds upon which he was 
dropped, as communicated to him June 15, 1895, by the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, is, ** that you, were not regularly enlisted or mustered into the United 
States s ico.” 

There has been considered by the committee the claimant's commission, 
his certificate of honorable discharge, and one leave of absence. His suspen- 
sion is sought to be justified under the decision in the case of Andrew J. 
Shannon (seventh volume, 64), who was a provost-marshal. The com- 
mittee believe that thg decision of the Commissioner allowing his pension 
was correct, and that hich he was dropped not only erroneous, but harsh 
and uncalled for. He certainly was regularly commissioned, was regelary 
discharged, and he swears that he was sworn into service, Captain Pennoc 
administering the oath. 

Your committee, in view of the great age of this claimant and his destitu- 
tion, recommend the passage of the bill with an amendment striking out all 
after the word “ Lexington,” in line 7, and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words “and pay him a pension of $24 per month.” ; 

Also amend title by striking out all after the word “ Lexington.” 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favora- 
ble recommendation. 

ELIZABETH L. LARRABEE. 

Mr. BARHAM. Mr. Chairman, I call up for consideration the 
bill (S. 13856) to increase the pension of Elizabeth L. Larrabee, 
widow of Col. C. H. Larrabee, late of the Twenty-fourth Regiment 
of Wisconsin Volunteers. 


presented, the committee earnestly recommend the 
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The bill was read, as follows: 


Re it enacigd, etc.. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
directed to place upon the penser roll the name of Elizabeth L. Larrabee, 
widow of Col. C. H. Larrabee, deceased, late colonel of the Twenty-fourth 
Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers, subject to the limitations of the pension 
laws, and.to pay ker the sum of $30 per month in lieu of the pension of $8 per 
month which she now receives. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read, Mr. Chairman. 


The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the gentleman’s 
time. 


The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
1356) to increase the pension of Elizabeth L. Larrabee, widow of Col. O. H. 
Larrabee, late of the Twenty-fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, sub- 
mit the following report: 

The claimant is the widow of Col. C. H. Larrabee, late of Twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin Volunteers, is 41 years of age, and is ae a soe of $8 per 
month under certificate 365150. She was married to the deceased soldier 
December 5, 1878. The medical evidence submitted to the committee shows 
conclusively that she is now disabled by diseases and injuries to such extent 
that she is unable to earn a living. Other evidence shows that she has at 
present no means or income except her pension. 

Colonel Larrabee was killed in a railroad accident at Tehachapi, Cal., in 
1883. He left a moderate competence to his widow; how much the evidence 
does not disclose; but whatever it was it has since been dissipated by her dis- 
abilities resulting from disease and injuries sustained in the accident in 
which her husband was killed, and by her lack of business training and abil- 
ity, whereby unscrupulous persons have gotten from her what was left. 

Colonel Larrabee, as shown by Senate report, had a brilliant civil and mili- 
tary record. He was city attorney of Chicago in 1844, also a member of the 
first constitutional convention of Wisconsin. He was circuit judge in Wis- 
consin from 1848 to 1858, and member of Congress from 1859 to 1861. He was 
Second lieutenant and major of the Fifth Wisconsin Volunteers in 1861 and 
1862, receiving the warin commendation of Gens. W. F. Smith and W. 8. 
Hancock. On July 25, 1862, he was commissioned colonel of the Twenty- 
fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers. On Angust 80, 1863, he was com- 
pelled to resign his commission on account of disabilities incurred by diseases 
contracted in the service. 

In 1884 Colonel Larrabee removed to the Pacific Coast, and was a member 
of the convention which formed the constitution of the State of Washington. 

Colonel Larrabee came from royal fighting stock. His father commanded 
a company under General Harrison at Lg * mpm and also lost an arm at 
the battle of Brownstown in August, 1812. is grandfather, at the age of 16, 
with five brothers, were private soldiers in the battle of Bennington, in the 
Revolutionary war, under General Stark. 

The committee recognize that Colonel Larrabee and his father and grand- 
father did only their duty in the civil and military positions they respectively 
filled. Neither was entitled, as of right, to any pension in excess of rates 
allowed by general law. The committee are constrained to report favorably 
this bill on the ground that the pension asked is not large and that the widow 
of so gallant a soldier ought not to suffer for the common necessaries of life 
nor be dependent upon private charity. 

This claimant evidently must po largely upon charity during the balance 
of her life, and the committee submit that it should be the charity of the great 
Government which her late husband so faithfully served rather than that 
of private persons or of the municipality where she lives. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


The committee informally rose; and the § er having taken 
the chair, a message from the Senate, by Mr. PLatt, one of its 
clerks, announced that the Senate had insisted upon its amend- 
ments to the bill (H. R. 9638) making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, 
disagreed to by the House of Representatives, had agreed to the 
conference asked by the House on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. Quay, Mr. Haug, and Mr. 
BLACKBURN as the conferees on the part of the Senate. 

The committee again resumed its session. 


WILLIAM G. BUCK. 


Mr. DE ARMOND. Mr. Chairman, I call up for consideration 
the bill (H. R. 8388) for the relief of William G. Buck. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby. 
authorized and directed to increase the pension of William G. Buck, late o 
Company E, Fifteenth Regiment Iowa Volunteers, to $30 per month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report. 

The CHAIRMAN, The report will be read in the gentleman’s 
time. 

The report (by Mr. CROWTHER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom wagreferred the bill (H. R. 
8388) to increase the pension of William G. Buck, late of Company E, Fifteenth 
Iowa Volunteer Infantry, to $30 per month, having considered the facts pre- 
sented, respectfully report: 

William G. Buck enlisted February 3, 1862, and was honorably discharged 
July 24, 1865, as a private. 

He filed claim for pension December 6, 1884, alleging malarial poisoning and 
asthma, resulting in general debility. He was pensioned at $6 from Decem- 
ber 6, 1884, for malarial poisoning; increased to $8 from February 3, 1886; to 
$12 from December 22, 1886, for malarial poisoning and results and for chronic 
diarrhea an@ ulceration of rectum. 

The medical board rated him twelve-eighteenths for chronic diarrhea and 
results, December 22, 1886; at six-eighteenths for malarial poisoning and re- 
sulting disease of heart, and ten-eighteenths for chronic diarrhea and results, 
on April 2, 1890; and at twelve-eighteenths for diarrhea and resuits, and four- 
“ar for lung disease, February 11, 1891, : 

‘te Pension Bureau rejected his claim May 21, 1890 claiming heart disease 
not ar esult of malarial poisoning, and again September 29, 1891, claiming he 
was not entitled to increase. 

Testimony filed with the committee, in connection with that filed in the 
Pension Bureau, convinces us that claimant is totally disabled for the per- 
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formance of any kind of manual labor by reason of 


malerinl poisoning, dis- 
ease of heart and lungs, and chronic diarrhea and results, we therefore 
recommend the passage of the bill without amendment. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 


The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. MILNEs] 
is recognized. 


Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Chairman, a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BAILEY. I desire to know how it is that the Committee 
of the Whole can proceed in this irregular way? 


The CHAIRMAN. In pursuance of an order adopted by the 
committee some time ago. 

Mr. BAILEY. I desire to submit that the committee has no 
power to proceed in this irregular way. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. That matter has been upon by the 
Chair when the point was raised, and we have been p g by 
unanimous consent for some time, 


Mr. BAILEY. The fact that the committee resolved to do what 


it had no power to do does not prevent any member of the House 
from raising the question. 


The C RMAN. But we can not have the question raised 
every five minutes after it has been settled. 

Mr. BAILEY. I know another way to raise it, 

The CHAIRMAN. The question was raised by a gentleman, 
and it was disposed of; and we have been proceeding since 4 o’clock. 
Of course the gentleman can avail himself of his rights. 

»Mr. DAYTON. Aparliamen ae Is it proper to move 
that we proceed in the consideration of these bills according to 
the Calendar in the regular manner? 


The CHAIRMAN. Undoubtedly it is in the power of the com- 
mittee at any time. 


Mr. DAYTON. I make that motion. 
The CHAIRMAN. But this bill must first be considered. 
Mr. DAYTON. I make that motion right now. 


ae CHAIRMAN. After the bill has been disposed of that can 
one. 


DANIEL E. DE CLUTE. 


Mr. MILNES. I call up for consideration the bill (H. R. 9689) 
for the relief of Daniel E. De Clute. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the a roll the name vf Daniel E. 
De Clute, late a private of Company B, Forty-fourth Regiment Illinois Vol- 
unteer Infantry, and pay him a pension at the rate of $50 per month, in lieu of 
the pension now received by him. The pension hereby granted to date from 


the passage of this act. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the rt, Mr. Chairman. 
read in the gentleman’s 


The CHAIRMAN. Let the report 
time. 

The report (by Mr. THomas) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
9689) for the relief of Daniel E. De Clute, having considered the facts pre- 
sented tfully report: 

Daniel E. De Clute enlisted as a OE oat in Company B, Forty-fourth Illi- 
nois Volunteer Infantry, August 1861, and was honorably discharged 
Sepa pplicd ag msion Ji 21, 1888, for 

e app or on January 21, 
resul inal affection or disease of spine, 
battle at Stone River, Tennessee, January, 1863, and again a: Janua: 
18, 1890, for chronic diarrhea, jiles, and He was pensioned at 
from Jan 21, 1888, for ot wound of neck, and at $8 from January 13, 
1890, for ot wound of neck and chronic diarrhea and resulting disease 
of rectum, which was increased to $17 for same disabilities 
12, 1894; but his claim for resulting disease of 
irritation was rejected, as not being the result of 

The board of examining =. November 1; 
eighteenths for gunshot wound and results, four-eighteenths for chronic diar- 
rhea and results, and six-eighteenths for disease of heart. On February lj, 
1894, the board found him wholly inca; tated for manual labor. 

On September 12, 1894, the board said, ** He needs the constant aid and atten- 
tion of another person,”’and also =~, ae had a stroke of paralysis seven 
years ago; also one on 6th of June, 1894.” 

On September 11, 1895, the board rated him fourteen seventy-seconds for 
chronic Riarr hea and of rectum, eight seventy-seconds for gunshot 
wound, and fifty seventy-seconds for spinal irritation and a making 
$72 per month, and say, * He needs the constant aid and attention of another 
person on account of paralysis and dementia.” . 

has been pronounced insane and his pension is drawn by Seraphina 
De Clute, his . She appealed to the ceeretary of the Interior on the 
decision of rejection of paralysis, and the Secretary affirmed the decision 
November 7. after securing the opinion of the medical referee, who gave 
an opinion that pensioner was now receiving a pension commensurate with 
his bilities contracted in service. 

Dr. Thomas J. Tamer, medical director of the United States Navy, es 
substantially that ‘‘affiant has had Sy acquaintance with soldier nearly 
six years, and examined him A: 29, 1895, and found him ph and 
mentally disqualified for any kind of labor. Iamof o’ m that , 
cause of this disability has m chronic w has so aff his 

tion that the well-known results are seen in the nutrition of his brain 


and marrow. 
Dr. David H. Wood testified that he examined soldier May 1, 1895, and after 
describing a condition of mental and a hel on: 


essness, gives the opini 
“ The condition of claimant is due perfec’ ee es starvation of 
the brain and diarrhea.” 


inal marrow, the result of a long and continued ea. 
Dr. Newton Baldwin testified October 30, 1895, substantially: 

“A ffiant has been intimately acquainted with claimant for last ten years, 
and all that time have known No be a sufferer from the effects of chironio 
diarrhea, the greatest difficulty being the spinal ity, so common as & 


wound of neck and 
received in 


1891, rated him fourteen- 








1897. 
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sequela of the diarrhea. The spinal disease was well established ten years 
ago, and, seemingly characteristic, it has gradually p ¢ until at the 
yresent time he is a perfectly helpless mass of flesh—one side entirely hel 
on and paralyzed—with the other hand, left, he can at times automatically 
feed himself. The mental condition is now that of an imbecile; the urine 
ammoniacal and the bladder paralyzed, necessitating the constant use of a 
catheter. Is constantly fed by his wife, because he has too little use of his 
left hand to be relied upon, if he knew enough to feed himself, which he does 
not. He can -_ stand alone, and requires the constant aid and attention of 
another t 
anotheWilliam Wilson testified that he examined soldier October 26, 1895, and 
found him a physical and mental wreck, requiring as constant attention and 
care as an infant, and said: 

“ The cause of his helpless condition is paralysis. The entire motor system 
is affected, the limbs, Sonate, throat, muscles of face, bladder, and rectum 
all involved. Mentally he is an imbecile. There are twoscars in the lower 
cervical region of the spine, where it is claimed he received a gunshot wound 
in the Army. i have not the least doubt but tbat his paralysis is the result 
s De prediey Seteeen testified that he and his Fee (Dr. Littlefield) 
treated claimant for spinal trouble, the result of the gunshot wound, soon 
after his return home from the aeey and at various times up to 1888, and 
in his opinion the paralysis is due to the gunshot wound. 

Whether the present helpless condition of soldier be due to chronic diar- 
rhea or to the gunshot wound, about which the medical men who have treated 
and examined him differ, there is no other cause shown or even suggested 
than that one or the other, both of which are rec i and admit to be 
due to his military service, is directly responsible for the present deplorable 
helplessness of the soldier. 

The committee therefore believe the claim meritorious and recommend 
the passage of the bill, after being amended by inserting the letter “B™ in 
line 5, immediately after the word “Company,” by st: out the word 
“ fifty ” and inserting “ thirty ” in lieu thereof in line 7, and by striking out 
all the printed bill after the word “ him,” in line 8. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, J thought that by unanimous 
consent all bills removing the charge of desertion were to be 
passed over. Several bills of that character were laid over. I 
ask the gentleman if there is any statement in that report except 
the statement of the soldier himself? 

Mr. MILNES. What was the question? — 

The CHAIRMAN. This is a pension bill, and not a bill to 
remove the charge of desertion. 

Mr. STEELE. Mr. Chairman, on this bill I desire to say that I 
have not been opposed to any bills that have been this 
afternoon any more than I am against this bill, which I shall sup- 
port. I recognize, in the first place, that there are brought into 
this House from the Committee on Invalid Pensions bills favorin 
the allowance of pensions to a great many soldiers who really n 
special legislation; but, in my opinion, too many of the bills that 
are brought in here are for the relief of soldiers who are not as 
deserving, certainly not more deserving, than are thousands and 
thousands of others for whom no special legislation is asked. 
This procedure is very irregular and very unfair. For myself, I 
went to the Chairman among the very first to have my name put 
on the list. I went to him twice su uently, and did not find 
my name on thelist. This is why I have objected to this method 
of procedure. I do not believe it is equitable or fair. 

r. WOOD. Mr. Chairman 

The CHAIRMAN. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. WOOD. To make a remark or two in reply to the gentle- 
man from Indiana. I wish to say that so far as the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions are concerned, they ne Saaeeeeee brought in 
bills here for amounts which have been by the Committee 
of the Whole, and the bills have been passed here carrying very 
much 1 r rates of pension than those recommended by our 
committee, so that the reflections which the gentleman from In- 
diana makes upon the Committee on Invalid Pensions are quite 
uncalled for. t committee has enough to answer for without 
being made the — of unjust reflections. 

Mr. STEELE. r. Chairman, I do not wish to be understood 
as saying that the present Committee on Invalid Pensions is any 
more lax or liberal than other committees have been. Ever since 
I have had the privilege of a seat in Congress it has always been 
so with the pension committees, and it always will be so, but I 
object to this manner of legislating. There is no better friend to 
the soldier than I have tried to be, and very few who havea larger 
soldier constituency than I have, and for that reason I am opposed 
to unjust discriminations in pension legislation. 

The CHAIRMAN. I will remind the gentleman from Indiana, 
who reflects upon the Chair, that we are proceeding under an 
order of this Committee of the Whole. The Chair has been en- 
deavoring to follow out the suggestions of the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, whose acting chairman stated that there were some 
grave cases which could not be reached to-day by following the 
regular order, and that the committee would therefore prefer to 

roceed to take up bills for unanimous consent. The ir has 

n trying to carry out that suggestion of the committee, and at 
the same time to follow his own judgment as to giving due recog- 
nition to members on the Democratic side of the House. . 

Mr. STEELE. The bill that I wanted to call up is for the relief 
of the widow of a deceased soldier, who is utterly helpless physic- 
ally,.and is destitute. 

e CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana put in his re- 
quest at a time when there was a long list of names that had been 
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submitted to the Chair under the suggestion of the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


Mr. STEELE. Until now I was not aware that members of the 


committee had prepared and submitted a list to the Chairman be- 
fore the present rule was adopted. 


The CHAIRMAN. The amendment recommended by the com- 


mittee to the pending bill was agreed to. 


The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 


with the recommendation that it do pass. 


Mr. STEELE. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee rise. 
The question being taken on the motion of Mr. STeELe, the 


Chairman declared the noes seemed to have it. 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I ask for a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 49, noes 54. 

Mr. LOUD. 1 ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and the Chair appointed Mr. Loup and 


Mr. Woop. 


The committee divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 50, noes 39. 
Mr. LOUD. No quorum, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee pro- 


—s to take up bills in the order in which they appear on the Cal- 
en 


The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Payne, the 


Chairman declared that the ayes seemed to have it. 


Mr. HEMENWAY. Mr. Chairman, I ask for a division. 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 87, noes 31. 
The CHAIRMAN. The motion is agreed to, and the Clerk will 


report the next bill. 


MARIA SOMERLAT. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1323) 


ones a pension to Maria Somerlat, widow of Valentine Som- 
erlat. 


The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Maria Somerlat, widow of 
entine Somerlat, late a private i 


n Company A, Twenty-ninth Regiment 
diana Volunteers, and to pay her a pension at the rate of $8 per month. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report read. 

The report (by Mr. THomas) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred Senate bill 1323, 
having carefully examined the same, adopt the accompanying Senate report 
(No. ) as their own, and re fully recommend the passage of the Mill, 
with the following amendment: 


= 4 8 strike out the word “eight” and insert in lieu thereof the word 
“twelve.” 


The soldier died in the prison pen of Andersonville May 5, 1864, and the 
bill as amended gives her the pension she would have been dawing from 
Mareh 19, 1896, when the rate was increased from $8 to $12. 

[Senate Report No. 237, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. } 


The beneficiary named in the bill was pensioned at $8 per month August 5, 
1864, by certificate No. 75871. She subsequently remarried, and on the fact 
being reported to the Commissioner of Pensions, the pensioner was dropped 
from the rolls. 

The evidence before the committee includes a certified copy of the findings 
in an action for divorce begun by Hiram J. Smith inst Maria Smith (for- 
merly Maria Somerlat), in which the judge of the circuit court for Steuben 
County, Ind., sustained the cross bill and rendered judgment for the defend- 
ant on the ground of cruel treatment, refusal and failure to support, and for 
driving her out of his house. It was shown that the plaintiff had never con- 
tributed for the defendant's support, and that she was obliged to work at 
service to obtain bread. 

In view of these facts and following precedents heretofore established, the 
committee are of the opinion that the beneficiary should be restored to a 
pensionable status, the remarriage having brought her no support whatever, 
ae yer has been entirely without a husband’s support since the death 

the soldier. 


The amendment recommended in the second paragraph of the 
report was agreed to. 

r. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, as I understand it, this is a 
bill to pension a remarried widow who, by marrying again, relin- 
euhbiae all claim for a pension. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I submit that by passing bills of 
this kind we assume the position of paying a bounty to widows 
who are not entitled to pensions under the law. 

The CHAIRMAN. e question is, Shall this bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation? 

Mr. TALBERT. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was rejected—ayes 25, noes 59. 

The question being taken on laying the bill aside with a favor- 
able recommendation, the Chairman declared that the ayes seemed 
to have it. 

Mr. TALBERT. Iask for a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 50, noes 19. 

So the bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 


FRANCES P. TRUMBULL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
oe for the relief of Frances P. Trumbull, widow of Matthew 
M. Trumbull, 















1897. 





He also, from the same commi 
bill of the House (H. R. 3719) entitl 
pointment by brevet of active or retired 
States Army, with certain Senate amendments thereto, re 
the same accompanied —_ report (No. 2564); which said an 


to which was referred the 
**An act to provide for ap- 
officers of the United 


report were referred to the House endar. 

r. HILBORN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which 
was referred House bill No. 9567, reported in lieu thereof a bill 
(H. R. 10066) to provide for organizing a naval reserve battalion 
in the District of Columbia, a by a report (No. 2565); 
which said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LESTER, from the Committee on War Claims, to which was 
referred the bill of the House (H. R. 7618) authorizing the Court of 
Claims to adjudicate certain claims arising under the provisions of 
the act of March 12, 1863, entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the collec- 
tion of abandoned property, and for the prevention of frauds in 
insurrectionary districts within the United States,” ee the 
same with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. ); which 
said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CHARLES W. STONE, from the Committee on gene 
Weights, and Measures, to which was referred the joint resolu- 
tion of the House (H. Res. 183) authorizing preliminary p: - 
ings looking to the adoption of an international coin or coins 
reported the same with amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2569); which said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana, from the Committee on Elections 
No. 2, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9274) 
to amend an act making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of the Government for the year ending June 30, 1880, and for other 
purposes, and to repeal a certain provision therein, rted the 
same without amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2576); 
which said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on Military Affairs: 
The bill (H. R. 9970) to remove charge of desertion against James 
J. Fluke. oa No. 2549.) 

By Mr. GRIFFIN, from the Committee on Military Affairs; 
The bill (H. R. 5265) for the relief of Anson W. Gillett. (Report 
No. 2550.) 

By Mr. TRACEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs: 
The bill (H. R.8716) to remove charge of ‘‘absent without leave” 
from mili recordof Abraham M. Runyon. (Report No. 2551.) 

By Mr. BUCK, from the Committee on War Claims: The bill 
(H. R. 558) for the relief of Amelia A. H. Richards, of Fairfax 
County, Va. ( No. 2552.) 

By Mr. COOPER of Texas, from the Committee on War Claims: 
The bill (H. R. 9789) for the relief of the Roman Catholic Church 
of St. Peter’s, at Jackson, Miss. (Report No. 2553, 

By Mr. LESTER, from the Commi on War Claims: 

The bill (S. 296) entitled “‘An act for the relief of William H. 
Atkins, formerly commissary sergeant, United States Army. 


(R No. ) 
bill aoe R. 525) for the relief of Christian Ubele, adminis- 
trator of Christian Ubele, deceased. (Report No. 2555.) 

The bill (H. R. aw Bagge the relief of Margaret Geibelhouse, 
administratrix of Philip Geibelhouse, deceased. (Report No. 
2556. 

The bill (H. R. 8778) for the relief of Henry Fields, of Savan- 
nah, Ga. ( rt No. 2557.) 

The bill (H. R. 526) for the relief of William G. Ebbs. (Re- 
port No. .) 

A resolution (No. 496) to refer the bill (H. R. 9086) for the relief 
of the estate of Maria Gibson, deceased, late of Culpeper County, 
Va., with all accompanying papers, to the Court of Claims, re- 
ported in lieu of House bill No. 9086. — No. 2559. ) 

By Mr. NEILL, from the Committee on War Claims: : 

e bill (H. R. 1136) for the relief of Anna Hunt, administra- 

trix of F. Hunt, late of Jefferson County, Miss., as found 
due by the Court of Claims under the act of March 3, 1883. (Re- 
port No. 2560.) . : 
_ The bill (H. R. 2455) for the relief of William Johnson, admin- 
istrator of Thomas I. Johnson, deceased, of Fayette County, Tenn., 
as found due by the Court of Claims under the act of March 3, 
1883. ( rt No. 2561.) 

7 Mr. PUGH, from the Committee on War Claims: , 

_The bili (H. R. 1814) for the relief of Dr. John R. Hall, of Louis- 
Ville, Ky. (Report No. 2562.) 
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A resolution (No. 497) to refer, together with all accompanying 
papers, to the Court of Claims the bills (H. R. 5058) for the 
of B. J. Young; (H. R. 2093) for the relief of E. C. Oakley, 
administrator of W. H. Neal, deceased, late of Shelb 
Tenn.; (H. R. 2115) for the relief of estate of B. B. Neville, de- 
ceased, of Shelby County, Tenn.; (H. R. 2090) for the relief of 
Jacob Glenn, of Memphis, Shelby County, Tenn.; (H. R. 1574) 
for relief of Mary F. Pollan, administratrix of William H. Pollan, 
deceased, late of Crittenden County, Ark.; (H. R. 2516) for 
the relief of Mary N. Westmoreland, of Obion County, Tenn., 
formerly of Lauderdale County, Ala.; (H. R. 1765) for the relief 
of the estate of W. S. Hyland, deceased, of Warren County, Miss.; 
H. R. 1087) for the relief of S. L. Carpenter, of Fayette County, 
enn.; (H. R, 2496) for the relief of the estate of James L. Hol- 
land, deceased, of Lauderdale County, Ala.; (H. R. 2587) for the 
relief of the estate of Vincent Armistead, deceased, and (H. R. 
8799) for the relief of Mrs. Sarah E. Norton, of Memphis, Tenn., 
reported in lieu of House bills Nos. 5058, 2093, 2115, 2090, 1574, 
2516, 1765, 1087, 2496, 2537, and 8799. (Report No. 2563.) 
By Mr. BELL of Colorado, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands: The bill (H. R. 9499) authorizing and directing the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to sell certain lands to A. L. Williams, and 


for other . (Report No. 2566.) 
By Mr. WILSON of Idaho, from tle Committee on the Public 
Lands: The bill (H. R. 9162) for the relief of the heirs of John W. 


Johnson. aon rt No. 2567.) 

By Mr. ATRICK, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 

ons: 

The bill (H. R. 5898) granting a pension to Amanda M. Way, 
as army nurse. (Report No. 2570.) 

The bill (H. R. 9717) granting an increase of pension to William 
Blades. (Report No. 2571.) 

By Mr. McCLELLAN, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions: The bill (S. 2184) entitled “An act granting a pension to 
William F. Johnson.” (Report No. 2572.) 

By Mr. SULLOWAY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill A ag R. 10020) granting a pension to Louise Van Atter. 
(Report No. 2573.) 

By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 8568) granting a pension to Florence Tate. (Report 
No. 2574.) 

By Mr. AVERY, from the Committee on War Claims: The bill 
(S. 2570) entitled ‘“‘An act to authorize the readjustment of the 
accounts of army officers who were graduates of West Point Mili- 
tary Academy.” (Report No. 2575.) 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
y ra following titles were introduced and severally referred as 

ollows: 

By Mr. FISCHER: A bill (H. R. 10058) in relation to the col- 
lection of revenue—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MAHON: A bill (H. R. 10059) to authorize the readjust- 
ment of the accounts of certain army officers—to the Committee 
on War ims. 

By Mr. JENKINS: A bill (H. R. 10060) making an appropria- 
tion for the purchase of the scale known as Fairbanks’s infallible 
American gold and silver coin scale and counterfeit-coin detector, 
for use in the post-offices throughout the United States—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. MEIKLEJOHN: A bill (H. R. 10061) to amend an act 
entitled ‘‘An act granting to the Eastern Nebraska and (Gulf 
Railway Company right of way through the Omaha and Winne- 

Indian reservations, in the State of Nebraska,” by extending 
the time for the construction of said railway—to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. HYDE: A bill (H. R. 10062) to grant a right of way 
through the Fort Spokane Military Reservation, in the State of 
Washington, to the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway 
Company—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SCRANTON: A bill (H. R. 10063) to provide for the 
naturalization of certain Indians residing upon the Annete Islands, 
Alaska—to the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. SAYERS: A bill (H. R. 10064) to provide for the twelfth 
and su uent censuses—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A bill (H. R. 10065) to incorporate the 
District of Columbia Suburban Railway Company—to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. PAYNE: A bill (H. R. 10067) toamend ‘An act to amend 
‘An act to amend section 4400 of Title LII of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States, concerning the regulation of steam vessels,’ 
camreree August 7, 1882,” and also to amend section 4414, Title 
LU, 
the 


County, 


of the Revised Statutes, ‘‘Regulation of steam vessels””—to 
Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 
By Mr. BEACH: A resolution (House Res. No. 498) relative te 






























7 ele 


OE i ani allt San aa he 


















































































































































ee 






































- - ———— oo 
IAD PRIN TD ersten Er MES 



















i] 





Pe te: 








eee 

























































































958 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





JANUARY 20, 





securing a uniform standard of value in trade and commerce with 
China, Japan, the several republics and colonies of the American 
Hemisphere, the Hawaiian Islands, and the Dominion of Canada— 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, a resolution (House Res. No. 499) directing the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce to ascertain and inform the 
House of Representatives whether any good reason exists for the 
further continuance of the bonded privilege between the Great 
Lakes and the Pacific Ocean—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BOATNER: A bill (H. R. 10068) for the relief of Mrs. 
Ellen Yznaga—to the Committee on War Claims, 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10069) for the relief of Mrs. E. R. Allen, of 
West Carroll Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BURRELL: A bill (H. R. 10070) for relief of Phillip 
M. Smith—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10071) for the relief of Edward Chasteen— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. CLARDY: A bill (H. R. 10072) for the relief of William 
A. Short—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. KIRKPATRICK: A bill (H. R. 10073) for the relief of 
Barr & Sanner—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10074) granting a pension to John Clopine— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PICKLER: A bill (H. R. 10075) granting a pension to 
Martin G. Sands—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10076) granting a pension to John W. Elliott— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: A bill (H. R. 10077) grant- 
ing a pension to Nancy D. Perkins—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. BUCK: A bill (H. R. 10078) to correct naval record 
of Charles F, Brown—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


—-— 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: : 

By Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the Commercial Exchange of 
Philadelphia, favoring a mail boat in New York Harbor for expe- 
diting foreign mails—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of Charles G. Frowert and 18 others, of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., praying for favorable action on House bill No. 4566, 
relating to second-class mail matter, and Senate bill No. 1675, pro 
hibiting the transportation of obscene matter by any agency—to 
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

By Mr. BOWERS: Petition of. 200 citizens of Ontario, Cal., 
favoring the passage of the Cameron resolution relating to Cuba— 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Petition of Maj. Theodore John Eckerson, 
United States Army, retired, in favor of the readjustment of ac- 
counts of retired officers under act of July 5,.1838—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Addison County, Vt., Mrs. L. D. Dyer, president, 
for the passage of Senate bill No. 2485, to further protect the first 
day of the week as a day of rest in the District of Columbia—to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, memorial of Jovite Pinard, late of Company C, Eighth 
Regiment Vermont Volunteers, in support of the petition granting 
a medal to those who participated in the siege of Port ateoo 
June 15, 1863—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HURLEY: Petition of macaroni manufacturers of the 
State of New York, fora duty of 2 cents per pound on macaroni— 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. OVERSTREET: Paper to accompany House bill No. 
8278, for the classification of clerks in the first and second class 
post-offices, and a the salaries of the same—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. QUIGG: Petition of members of the Tea Trade of the 
United States, residing in New York City, relating to the importa- 
tion of impure and unwholesome teas—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. TRACEWELL (by request): Petition of Samuel Reid 
Post, No. 87, Grand Army of the Republic, of Salem, Ind.; also 
petition of 92 citizens of Harrison County, Ind., requesting the 
recognition of Cuba as a free and independent government—to 
the Cominittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. WOOD: Evidence in support of House bill No. 9999, to 
correct the military record of Charles W. Hammond—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Mrizurn, D. D. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings, when, on motion of Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, and 
by unanimous consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 


HARBOR AT ASTORIA, OREG. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in mse toa 
resolution of December 21, 1896, a report of the Chief of Engineers 
relative to the harbor at Astoria, Oreg.; which, with the accom- 
panying papers, was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ST. LOUIS RIVER BRIDGE. 


Mr. VILAS. I should like to have referred back to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce the bill (H. R. 9752) to amend an act entitled 
‘An act to authorize the construction of a steel bri over the 
St. Louis River between the States of Wisconsin and Minnesota,” 
approved April 24, 1894, as amended by an act approved August 
4, 1894, entitled ‘‘An act to amend an act to authorize the con- 
struction of a steel bridge over the St. Louis River between the 
States of Minnesota and Wisconsin.” The bill was reported by 
the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. NELSON], who is = the floor, 
and with whom I have conversed in respect to it. e object of 
the recommittal is for a further hearing in respect to the provi- 
sions of the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will be 
so ordered, 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. GALLINGER. I present a petition authorized by the 
American Humane Association in annual convention at Cleve- 
land, Ohio, September 26, 1896, praying for the oe of the 
bill ~ the prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Co- 
lumbia. : 

In connection with the petition I desire to present letters from 
the president and vice-president and four members of the board 
of trust of Western rve University, of Cleveland, Ohio; 
Charles F. Meserve, president of Shaw University, Raleigh, N.C. ; 
James R. Day, chancellor of Syracuse ete of Syracuse, 
N. Y.; Jesse Johnson, president of Muskingum College, New Con- 
cord, Ohio; L. L. Hobbs, president of Guilford College, Guilford, 
N. C.; D. H. Cochran, president of the Pol hnic Institute, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Albert Bushnell Hart, of ard University, 
Cambridge, Mass.; John Bascom, of the faculty of Williams Col- 
lege, Williamstown, Mass.; Harriet Prescott pofford, of Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Hiram Corson, of Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y.; 
Herbert E. Ward and his distinguished wife, Elizabeth Stuart 
Phelps Ward, of Newton Highlands, Newton Center, Mass., and 
William Rounseville Alger, of Boston, Mass., all praying for the 
passage of the bill. 

I ask that the petition of the Humane Society and the letters I 
have presented be printed as a document for the use of the Senate, 
and that the petition and accompanying papers lie on the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Isthereobjection? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the memorial of Leo Wise, publisher 
of the American aelite, of Cincinnati, Ohio, remonstrating 
against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- 
class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of Homer E. Moore, pub- 
lisher of the Primitive Christian, of Panama, Nebr., remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CHILTON presented the petition of John B. Bass and sun- 
dry other citizens of Smith County, Tex., praying for the estab- 
lishment in the rural precincts of mail boxes for the reception of 
mail; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. MORRILL. Sees a petition of citizens of this city who 
are owners of several parcels of land that occupy a position in 
front of the Senate wing, near that occupied now by the Library 
building, praying that Congress will take some action in relation 
to the purchase of those squares and of three triangular lots cor- 
responding to those that were purchased by the Government for 
the Library building, so that they may know whether the Senate 
will act favorably or unfavorably upon the bill authorizing the 
purchase of a site for the accommodation of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. I move that the petition be printed as & 
document and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

The motion was agreed to. 





1897. 


Mr. THURSTON presented a petition of James A. Garfield 
Post, Grand Army of the Republic, of Red Cloud, Nebr., pray- 
ing for the adoption of the so-called Cameron resolutions recog- 
nizing the independence of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

He also presented the memorial of John OC. Thompson, publisher 
of the American, of Omaha, Nebr., and the memorial of R. B. 
Enslow, publisher of the us, of Alexandria, Nebr., remonstrat- 
ing against the of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class il matter; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Camden, N. J., praying for the enactment 
of legislation to protect State antigambling laws from nullifica- 
tion through interstate gambling by telegraph, telephone, or other- 
wise, ete.; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman's Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Camden, N. J., praying for the passage of the so- 
called Phillips bill, authorizing the an of a non i 
commission to collate information and to consider and recommend 
legislation to meet the problems presented by labor, agriculture, 
and capital; which was referred to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

Mr. BATE presented the memorial of Bishop & Smith, publish- 
ers of the Crossville Chronicle, of Crossville, Tenn., and the me- 
morial of W. H. Weakley, assistant editor of the Messenger, of 
Nashville,Tenn., remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PROCTOR presented a memorial of the Master Car Build- 
ers’ Association of Rutland, Vt., remonstrating against the adop- 
tion of a metric system of weights and measures; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I sup that the bill (H. R. 8298) relat- 
ing to mortgages in the Indian Territory had been referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and, so supposing, I had referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary sundry petitions, memorials, etc., 
to be considered in connection with that bill. I ask that the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged from the consideration of 
the papers, and that they be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs for consideration with House bill 8298. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 567) for the relief of the Continental Fire Insur- 
ance Company and others, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. : 

Mr. GAL GER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
were referred the following bills, reported them severally without 
amendment, and submi reports thereon: : 4 

A bill (H. R. 8683) ting a ion to Frederick Lierman; 

A bill (H. R. 2281) for the relief of Bluford Reeder; 

A bill (H. R. 3383) granting a pension to Thomas S. Daugherty; 

A bill (H. R. 717) granting a pension to Mary Ann Lafferty; an 

A bill (S. 8540) granting a pension to Mirum C, Peck. 

Mr. BACON, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 939) for the relief of Cogswell & Co., 

rted it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

r. WALTHALL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 514) to remove the charge of 
desertion from the military record of Wear Crawford, reported it 
with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. STEWART, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the amendment submitted by Mr. GorMAN on the 21st 
ultimo, intended to be proposed to the general deficiency appro- 
priation bill, reported favorably thereon, and moved that it be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, with the accompany- 
ing reper, and printed; which was agreed to. 

e also, from the same committee, reported an amendment 
intended to be proposed to the general deficiency appropriation 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. ' 

He also, from the same committee, to whom were referred the 
following bills, reported them severally without amendment, and 
submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (S, 8424) for the relief of Capt. “oe 9 W. Goethals; 

A bill (S. 514) for the relief of Warren Hall; and 

A bill (8. 881) for the relief of the administrators of Isaac P. 
Tice, deceased, and others. 

Mr. BURROWS, from the Committee on Claims, to whom were 
referred the following bills, reported them severally without 
amendment, and submitted reports thereon: ; 

A bill (S. 3589) providing for the adjudication of certain claims 
by the Court of Claim 8; 
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A bill (H. R. 897) for the relief of James Stewart: and 
A bill (S. 3448) for the relief of the Globe Works, of Boston, 


Mr. PEFFER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were 
referred the following bills, reported them severally without 
amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill e. R. 6282) to increase the pension of Alexander Mc- 


A bill (H. R. 4264) granting a pension to Mary Pelham. 

Mr. QUAY, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to whom was referred the amendment submitted by 
Mr. Hoar on the 19th instant, intended to be proposed to the 
sun civil appropriation bill, reported favorably thereon, and 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on Appropriations 
and printed; which was eed to. 

Mr. PROCTOR, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5610) for the relief of George 
T. Stevens, assistant surgeon Seventy-seventh New York Volun- 
teers, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom were 
referred the following bills, reported them severally without 
amendment: 

A bill (H. R. 9841) to amend an act authorizing the West Brad- 
dock Bridge Company to construct a bridge over the Mononga- 
hela River from the borough of Rankin to Mifflin Township; and 

A bill (H. R. 9935) to authorize the construction or acquisition 
of a bridge across the Rio Grande River at El Paso, in the State 
of Texas. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3519) to authorize the construction or acqui- 
sition of a bridge across the Rio Grande River at El Paso, in the 
State of Texas, reported adversely thereon, and the bill was 

tponed indefinitely. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom were referred the following bills, reported them 
severally without amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 6549) granting a pension to Gideon L. McGinnis; 

A bill (H. R. 4994) for the relief of Mrs. Sarah Martin; and 

A bill (H. R. 6590) granting a pension to William Greer. 

Mr. CANNON, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were 
referred the following bills, reported them severally without 
amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 8053) granting a pension to Alice Gard; 

— (H. R. 6900) increasing the pension of Mary T. Young; 
an 

A bill (H. R. 4547) granting a pension to Silas S. White. 

Mr. BRICE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 1171) to pension Hannah Yazell, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 3945) granting a pension to Thomas J. Thorp, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3397) granting a pension to Etta S. Stillson, widow of 
Philo B. Stillson, lieutenant-colonel One hundred and ninth Regi- 
ment New York Volunteers, reported it with an amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 


CHICAGO RAILWAY STRIKE OF 1894, 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was 
referred the following concurrent resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, reported it without amendment; and it was consid. 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That the 
Attorney-General be, and is hereby, autho d and instructed to print as an 
appendix to his last annual report full copies of all telegraphic and other cor- 
respondence between the Department of Justice and public officers, private 
persons, rail companies, and their officers and agents, in the year 1894, 
relative to the disorders in the city of Chicago, fil., during said year, and to 
the action taken by the Government of the United States in suppressing the 
same. 


RECOGNITION OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF A FOREIGN STATE. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution; and it was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That there be printed 2,500 additional copies of Senate Document 
No. 56, Fifty-fourth Congress, second session, being ‘* Memorandum agen the 
power to recognize the independence of a new foreign state,’’ 2,000 of which 


shall be for the use of the Senate, and sent to the Senate document room, and 
500 for the use of the State Department. 


COST AND PRICE OF ARMOR, 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution; and it was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That there be printed 2,500 additional copies of House Document 
No. 151, Fifty-fourth Congress, second session, being a report of the Secretary 
of the Navy on cost and price of armor, 2,000 of which shall be for the use of 

he Senate, and sent to the Senate document room, and 500 for the use of the 
avy 
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; THE COTTON PLANT BULLETIN. 

Mr. GORMAN, from the Committee on eee to whom was 
referred the concurrent resolution submitted by Mr. TILLMAN on 
the 18th instant, reported it without amendment; and it was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to, as ‘follows: 


Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives ), That there 

be printed 20,000 extra copies of Bulletin No. 33 of the United States - 

ment 0 of Agriculture, entitled The Cotton Plant: Its ry, Botany m- 

istry, Culture, Enemies, and vase. of which number 6,000 copies shall be for 

the use of the Senate, 12,000 for the use of the House of Representa- 

tives, and 2,000 copies for distribution i the of Agriculture. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILSON introduced a bill (S. 3561) to grant a right of way 
through the Fort Spokane Military Reservation, in the State of 
Washington, to the Bt. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway 
Company; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companying rae referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3562) for the relief of Thomas H. 
Burns: which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3563) granting to the Western 
Washington Development Company a right of way through the 
Quinaie!t Indian Reservation, in the State of Washington; which 
was read twice by its title, ‘and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. ALLEN introduced a bill (S. 3564) granting a pension to 
Joseph W. Skelton, of Nebraska; which was read twice by its title, 
and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill (S. 3565) to compel street 

railway companies in the District of Columbia to remove aban- 
doned tracks, and for other pw ; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Gonsutten on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill (8.. 3566) for the relief of 
William H. Webster; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TURPIE (for Mr. VoorHerss) introduced a bill (S. 3567) 
granting an increase of pension to Hugh L. English; which was 

read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BURROWS introduced a bill (S. pose granting thirty days 
of sick leaveannually, with pay, to the employees of the Govern- 
ment Printing Office and the Bureau of Engraving and Printing; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 

Mr. BURROWS. I present, to accompany the bill, a petition 
of sundry employees of the Government, praying for its passage. 
I ask that the petition be printed as a document, and referred to 
the Committee on Printin 

The VICE- PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will 
be so ordered, 

Mr. ALDRICH introduced a bill (8. 8569) to provide a life- 
saving station at or near Green Hill, on the coast of South Kin 
ton, in the State of Rhode Island; ‘which was read twice by its 
title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce 

Mr. PERKINS. I introduce a joint resolution, which I ask to 
be read and referred to the Committee on Mines and ; 

The joint resolution (8S. R. 192) to provide means for securing 
information relating to mines and industries was read the 
first time by its title and the second time at length, and referred 
to the Committee on Mines and Mining, as follows: 


Whereas the mining of the United States have not a clearly 
defined representation in the organization of the Government; and 
Whereas it is desirable that there shall be gathered and pu ed statis- 
tics and aa information that will be of value to mining and indus- 
tries: an 
the statistics pow obtained are secured by the Geological Survey 

and the Director of the Mint; and 

Whereas it is desirable that all sega to mines and mining be 


collected by one 

Resolved, etc., That a and is hereby, formed, 
the Ce missioner a of the General fieeat — a the Commissioner of % 
and the Director shall be 8 


whose or to Sopemunine 
the best method of f ascertaining al fhe fa facts of general importance rela’ 
mines and mining wane Se eee Sages, Wace See _ 
secretary of mines ——s. 2 a commissioner of mines, or a 
and to report tothe pt the Interior for his examination and appro 


a bill providing means for securing all necessary information concerning 
mining and related industries within the United States. 


AMENDMENTS TO SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. FRYE ——— an amendment ae - be 
by him to the sundry civi orpttiaines ill; which was referred 


to the Committee on Public and Grounds, and ordered 


to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims, an ordered to be printed. 

ed — THE HOUSE. 


A message from the Hi Sf Dees. . W. 0, 
Brownina, its Chief Clerk, "eunounedl that the blond 


-the 


JANUARY 20, 


the bill (S. 819) for the relief of telegraph operators who served i 
Oe ee ak aaa 6. 
message had to 
ee Se ee B. 851) to establish ral 
or bridges across the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, in Ken- 
ALC. y. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message further announced that the 
had signed the follo + me and they were thereupon 
"EPR ty png pion o Gone M, Bea 
i gran a ~ on 
A bill (8S. oor ik an increase of ee te Hated BE. 
Comly, widow of Comly; 
A bill (S. 1320) to confirm the title to certain lands in William 
——— and Harrison Moore, and to require the issue of patents 
erefor; 
A bill (8S. 2008) granting a pension to Moale Gibbon; 
A bill (8. 3182) granting a — to Sarak E. Cunningham; 
A bill (8. 3375) authorizing the construction of a — across 
the Columbia River, in the State of eee 
A bill (H. R. 9783) to authorize the Union 
construct and main 


of the House 


aha 
in a bridge across the Monongahela River. 


«NEW YORK CITY CUSTOM-HOUSE BUILDING. 


Mr. HILL. In behalf of my co [Mr. Morpuy], who 
was called away and has not returned, I ask for the mt con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 8520) to rovide for the of a cus- 
tom-house in the om: of New York. : 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been rted 
from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds with an 
amendment, in section 1, line 3, after the name “Post” to strike 
out “and,” "and in line 4, after the name “ Kilbreth,” to insert 
‘Edward F. Brown and Hugh J. Grant,” so as to make the sec- 
tion read: 7 

That Charles N. Taintor, 


Brown, and Hugh J. Grant, oa & — ork, 
constituted a board of 
house aan eae, 


custom- 
custom-house, upon the 


Edward F, 
ted ae 
States 
the erec- 
roof 


ork, are Fk, are hereby 


building eet 4 t 
site, in the city & ot New gy York, which ate is bounded by Wall, William, and 
Hanover Exchange place. 

Mr. cache: I should like to know if the bill has been 
reported from a committee, and if the report is unanimous? 
ent The report is unanimous from two committees of 

is body. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Ishouldlike to have the Senator from New 


York inform me further whether it is ee to toe the a 


commission and name them, for the these 
— oa eee 
is customary. It has been done in a large 
caleeee Snatonces Tail orm the Senator, and the Sec- 
soba ES ey See one ee There is no objec- 
on to i 
Mr. QUAY. I understand that the bill follows the precedent 
in reintion to the New Tock public buildings "and iirc til 


saa by the 
Mr. GREW. ee ee the Com- 
ere Buildings and Grounds to that it is custom- 
——- these commissioners in the bill itself? 
Yes; that is my unders: 


he: QUAY TTIGREW. And that this designation is approved by 


of the 
wr. QUAY. Yes; these come from the Treasury Depart- 
ment. The bill makes no It merely aiverts a 
sum of money previously a to the purchase of a site 
for the erection of a new eyen the 88 cite. 
ic ave ee ee _ ems fo ot would boa better custom 
ve TS appoin en 
rather than have us undertake to pass upon the ns of 
these and te them ourselves. It to me it 
is a bad custom and No such 
the Senate. If it has been 


Mr. QUAY. It has been established. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. If that has been the custom, I do not know 
that I am prepared to undertake to change a custom already 
established, but it is certainly a very bed one and never ought to 
have been established. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment reported by the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
time, and passed. 


t it ought not to be 
precedent ought to be established by 
established—— 
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PACIFIC RAILROADS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
resolution of the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGan], coming 
over from a previous day. The resolution will be stated. 

The SecRETARY. A resolution directing the Committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire into and report as to the default of the Pacific 
railroads in the payment of certain bonds issued by the United 
States in aid of said roads. 

Mr. MORGAN, Iask unanimous consent that the resolution 
may go over. Because of other engagements I have not been able 
to examine certain papers. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, the reso- 
lution will go over as indicated. 


DIVISIONAL LINE BETWEEN VENEZUELA AND BRITISH GUIANA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
resolution of the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. Psrricrew), 
coming over from of geen day. The resolution will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution submitted by Mr. PETTIGREW 
on the 18th instant, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, and is hereby, directed to oe to 
the Senate a statement of the proceedings of the commission appoin to” 
investigate and ropors upon the true divisional line between the Republic of 
Venezuela and British Guiana, together with a copy of the treaty or - 
ment between the United States and Great Britain upon the isubject of the 


boundary, which ment has been submitted to the Government of Vene- 
zuela for consideration. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, this is a simple resolution 
of inquiry, and upon a subject, I think, that should be brought 
to the knowledge of the people of the United States. 

The controversy over the boundary between Venezuela and 
British Guiana has continued for seventy-five years. England 
has constantly encroached upon the territory of Venezuela, occu- 
pying a country more than twice as great as the original region 
ceded to her. 

Thiscontroversy continued until 1841, when England marked the 
Schomburgk line, building mounds and setting posts and designat- 
ing the country that she claimed. To this Venezuela protested, 
and her protest continued until 1887, when she withdrew her 
minister and refused to have further diplomatic relations with 
Great Britain. The good offices of this country were solicited, 
correspondence ensued, and the present Executive, through the 
Secretary of State, asked Great Britain to submit the question of 
boundary to arbitration. This was refused. The British prime 
minister, in hisletter to the British ambassador, makes the follow- 
ing statement: 

It will be seen from the preceding statement that the Government of Great 
Britain have from the first held the same view as to the extent of territory 
which they are entitled to claim as a matter of right. It comprised the coast 
line up to the River Amacura, and the whole basin of the uibo River 
and its tributaries. A portion of that claim, however, they have always been 
willing to waive altogether; in regard to another portion, they have been 
and continue to be perfectly ready to submit the question of their title to 
arbitration. As regards the rest, that which lies within the so-called Schom- 
a line, they do not consider that the rights of Great Britain are open to 
question. 

In response to this letter on the part of the British prime min- 
ister, the President of the United States transmitted to the Senate 
a message, a message which startled the world and aroused an 
enthusiastic response from the patriotic citizens of this country. 
It aroused also in response a cry of rage from the foreign element 
that has dominated this Administratior, who have their head- 
quarters in New York and are the gamblers of Wall street. 

In response to this message, the Senate passed a bill providing 
for a commission to investigate and determine the true line be- 
tween Venezuela and British Guiana. From this commission we 
have had no report, although at the time the question was dis- 
cussed as to whether we should not limit the time in which they 
should report, as prompt action was deemed necessary. But no 
report has come. However, in the meantime the Administration 
itself has taken up the matter, has negotiated with Great Britain, 
and finally, as I understand, has agreed upon a treaty and sub- 
mitted it to Venezuela for their ratification. The public prints 
inform us that this treaty provides that no territory shall be sub- 
ject to arbitration which has been in the possession of Great Brit- 
ain or British citizens for fifty years. In other words, this treaty 
provides that there shall be no arbitration of the territory inside 
the Schomburgk line. The treaty provides, then, that we shall 
surrender the whole contention, for the Schomburgk line was run 
in 1841, fifty-five years ago. The treaty provides that possession 
for fifty years shall be construed as conveying a title, and that 
territory occupied for fifty years shall not be arbitrated. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. President, it seems to me t..e 
people of the United States, for they are sup to govern this 
country rather than the present Executive, should be taken into 
the confidence of the Executive and the Government, and these 
facts laid before them. 

I presume that Venezuela will submit, although she broke rela- 
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tions with Great Britain because she refused to accept arbitration 
which did not embrace the country within the Schomburgk line. 
She will accept it because, having asked our good offices, she has 
nothing else to do. Any other nation, any powerful nation, would 
have gone to war, would have attacked and driven out the en- 
croaching settlers from British Guiana and occupied their own 
territory. Venezuela is weak. She hoped to find a friend and a 
defender in the United States. Instead of that, our Administra- 
tion joined Great Britain and is now compelling them to accept 
that which they refused to accept and for which they dissolved 
relations with Great Britain. 

Further than that, Mr. President, it is a matter of humiliation 
to the people of the United States, after having responded so ar- 
dently and so earnestly to the only thing Grover Cleveland ever 
did that entitled him to their respect, that they should now be be- 
trayed into the hands of this modern pirate without a full knowl- 
edge of all the facts. I say that it is due to the Administration 
that the treaty should be laid before the country and before the 
Senate and that all the facts be known. 

This remarkable message, in the light of the treaty whicli has 
now been made and submitted to Venezuela, reads as follows: 

The course to be pursued by this Government, in view of the present con- 
dition, does not appear to admit of serious doubt. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President 

an VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from South Dakota 

e 
“oo PETTIGREW. Certainly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have already suggested to the Senator that 
I think it is notin order to comment upon a treaty pending in the 
Senate except in executive session. I therefore make the point, 
and ask that the doors be closed if the Senator wishes to go on 
and discuss the matter. I consider it my duty to do it, in view of 
the position loccupy. I think that the better way, unless the Sen- 
ator will defer his remarks until an executive session. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I will say to the Senator from Ohio that I 
am not commenting on a treaty which has been submitted to the 
Senate. I introduced a resolution asking the Secretary of State 
to transmit to the Senate a copy of the treaty which has been sub- 
mitted to Venezuela for their ratification. Under the circum- 
stances, [ think it is entirely proper that all thefacts should be 
known to the country. However, I wish simply to read a portion 
of the President’s message. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from South Dakota will 
suspend. The Chair did not understand whether the Senator 
from Ohio entered a motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have noobjection at all to the Senator read- 
ing from a public document, but reference to treaties, etc., pend- 
ing can only be made, according to our rules, in executive session, 
I do not wish in the least to disturb the Senator in his discussion 
of any matter already published, and it isin order, of course, to dis- 
cuss what has appeared in a public document. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. This is a public document sent to the 
Senate on the 7th of December, 1895. This message, which the 
President transmitted to the Senate, which was construed as a 
declaration of war, so far as he is able to declare war, contains 
the following paragraph: 

The course to be pursued by this Government in view of the present con- 
dition does not appear to oauat of serious doubt. Having labored faithfully 
for many years to induce Great Britain to submit this dispute to impartial 
arbitration, and having been now finally apprised of her refusal to do so, 
nothing remains but to accept the situation, to recognize its plain require- 
ments, and deal with it accordingly. Great Pritain's present proposition 
has never, thus far, been cenerded as admissible by Venezuela, though any 
adjustment of the bound which that country may deem for her advan- 


and may enter into of her own free will can not, of course, be objected 
to by the United States. 


Mr. President, it a rs from all the knowledge we have of the 
treaty submitted to Venezuela that we have surrendered this very 
contention, and have insisted that only that territory outside of 
the Schomburgk line shall be submitted to arbitration, exactly 
what Great Britain insisted upon doing previous to the sending of 
this message to the Senate. I say, therefore, that the people of 
the United States have a right to know what this agreement or 
treaty is that we have submitted to Venezuela, in order that they 
may pass judgment upon it before the people of Venezuelaact. I 
ask unanimous consent for the adoption of the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution submitted by the Senator from South Dakota. 

Mr. HILL and Mr. SHERMAN. Let it be read. 

The Secretary again read the resolution. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the resolution had better lie on the 
table. I object to its consideration to-day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state to the Senator 
from Ohio that the resolution comes over from yesterday, and 
that it has been reached in the regular order of business. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I then suggest an executive session. I 


move— 
Mr, PETTIGREW. Let it be referred. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator from South Dakota will allow 
the resolution to be referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, I think that would be the best disposition of it. I move that 
the resolution be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Ishall not object to its reference to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations if that is the desire of the chair- 
man of the committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be referred to 
the Committee on Eoreign Relations. 


PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR TO ELECTORAL MESSENGERS. 


Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask unanimous consent that the gen- 
tlemen who come to the capital as messengers from the electoral 
colleges of their several States, bringing the electoral vote, may 
be admitted upon the floor of the Senate for twenty-four hours 
after their arrival in Washington, on being introduced by the 
Senators from their State. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Massachusetts? The Chair hears none, and it 
will be so ordered. 


ELECTRIC SUBWAYS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating to the laying 
of electric subways in the District of Columbia. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Missouri. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of 
the Whole, resumed the consideration of the joint resolution. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. President, I regret that, by reason of 
the position which I have held as a member of the subcommittee 
which investigated this entire question and as a member of the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, it becomes my duty to 
lay before the Senate the facts upon which that committee acted 
and ihe reasons that influenced it in presenting a favorable recom- 
mendation to the Senate of the joint resolution. I regret alsothat 
the Senator from New York {Mr. HiL.] in the discussion of this 
question has deemed it proper to use lang which I am satis- 


ed he did not intend—at least I hope he did not—and which, if 
I believed he did. I should feel justified in characterizing in a 
manner which*would at least vindicate my sense of indignation 
at the application of such terms to either the subcommittee, the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, or the distinguished Sen- 
ator trom Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL] who introduced this joint 


resolution. When a Senator uses such language as that this is 
‘‘a trick” and “a scheme,” it is not only unparliamentary, but, 
sir, it implies that there are motives other t public motives 
which influence and control Senators who are responsible for the 
favorable report onsuch a resoluti It was such remarks which 
made me somewhat sensitive y day; it was thatremark which 
should make any self-respecting Senator sensitive; but I feel that 
I am bound to give the Senator from New York the benefit of the 
disclaimer he made before he took his seat, when he said that he 
did not mean to imply improper action on the part of any member 
of the Senate or of the Committee on the District of Columbia in 
the reporting of the joint resolution. 

There is another matter which I regret, which occurred in the 
discussion by the Senator from New York. He has assumed to 
place this question before the Senate upon the narrow basis that 
it involves only the interest of two tric-lighting companies 
operating within the District of Columbia. I can assure the Sen- 
ate and the Senator from New York that if that were the question 
involved by this joint resolution, I should not occupy two minutes 
of the time of the Senate to vindicate the duty of the Senate in 

assing the joint resolution which has been reported favorably 
by the Committee on the District of Columbia. It is not a ques- 
tion between two electric-lighting companies. The question in- 
volved in this joint resolution is a question of public policy, 
inaugurated six years ago by the Congress of the United States, 
through its committees, and one approved at every session of 
Congress since by both Houses of Congress. It is a public policy 
applicable to this District, which has been ex vate in stronger, 
more emphatic, and clearer language, by the distinguished Board 
of Commissioners now in office, than I feel competent to equal by 
any language which Icouldemploy. No, sir; this is not acontest 
between two rival companies; this is not a controversy involving 
the digging a “little ditch” in the streets of Washington. The 
principles involved in this joint resolution embrace the control of 
every corporation in this city, and its purpose is to hold Congres- 
sional control over such corporations, which has been firmly held 
for a period of five years in carrying out this public policy. 

I feel that I should give to the Senate a brief account of the 
conditions which have produced the state of affairs necessitating 
the passage of this joint resolution by pee ee The Potomac 
Lighting Company bought two plants in the District of Columbia, 
ene at Eckington and one at Georgetown. In 1895 and 1896 they 
received permits from the District Commissioners to extend their 


lines, both overhead and underground. It proceeded to exten 
its lines for some considerable distance, when an cme 
was filed against a further extension—whether oe United 
States Electric Lighting Company or by citizens of District, I 
am now unable to say. and it is immaterial to this controversy 
by whom filed. When that injunction came on to be finally 
heard, Justice Bingham, of the District court, decided that under 
the law as it exists there was no law empowering the is- 
sioners of the District of Columbia to allow one foot of con- 
duit or overhead wires for electric purposes to be laid, or that 
could authorize them to grant permits for connection with the 
wires already laid for house lighting. That decision of Justice 
Bingham applied solely to the Potomac Company, and rendered 
absolutely worthless the plants which they had in Eckington and 
Georgetown. ; 

Mr. HILL. WillitheSenator allow meto ask him a question? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ALLEN in the chair). Does 
= eae from West Virginia yield to the Senator from New 

fork? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HILL. What was the date of that decision? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I can not state to the Senator the exact 
date, but it was in the spring of 1896. As soon as that decision 
was rendered, the Potomac Company came to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia and laid their grievances before it. Tho 
committee held that this was unjust not only to the company, 
but it defeated the rights of a large number of citizens who had 
constructed buildings based upon the existence of this plant as 
constituted to connect their wires. They were not within the 
reach of any other electric-lighting company or gas company, and 
therefore were driven back to the use of oil or candle lights for 
illuminating purposes. 

Mr. HILL. Tao not mean to annoy the Senator—— 

Mr. FAULKNER. Not at all. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator is entirely familiar with this matter, 
and I desire to get what information I can in regard toit. At the 
time of which the Senator speaks, of Justice ’s decision, 
were the wires of the other company in use into Washington? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Of course. 

Mr. HILL. It does not follow as of course. 

Mr. FAULKNER. It does, because those wires had been put 
down under special laws passed year by year by Congress, and 
had authorized such constructions and extensions. Thereis noth- 
ing in the decision of Judge Bingham and nothing involved in 
the pleadings in that case which affected the company known as 
the United States Electric Lighting Company, but the decision 
did seriously affect the Potomac Company. en this company 
came to Con and presented this condition of affairs, showing 
not only the injustice to it, but demonstrating the great injustice 
to the public in Georgetown, and as the relief sought did not con- 
flict with any gen policy that had established, the 
committee at once reported a bill, which we understood at that 
time was satisfactory to the company, and which would meet 
their full approval and give the relief asked. That bill was 
reported by the distinguished Senator from Tennessee . Har- 
-_ in May, 1895. When, therefore, the Senator from New York 
said on yesterday that he could state to the Senate what the posi- 
tion of the Senator from Tennessee upon this joint resolution was, 
I would question that assertion, unless he bases his information 
of the position of that Senator upon information subsequent to 
the reporting of the bill to which I have referred. 

What did that bill provide? It demonstrated the correctness of 
the position which I am now maintaining, shows that it was en- 
tirely ae the company, and that it was in the interests 
of the public. e bill provides: 


d_ connecting alleys, or parts of same, situ- 
Creek, north of Florida avenue, and east of the Anacostia 
or Eastern Branch of the Potomac River, along which no existing lines of 


other electric- t com may now be established. 
Seeweeet practicable route the power station 
iC 


wer Company with the District ping station 
on U street and the power house of the Rock Creek benneh of the Capital 


Trogtion Company, to be used for power purposes only within the city of 


tT) The Potomac Electric Power Company is further authorized to make 
necessary house eonnections with its lines. 


This bill was favorably reported by the Senator from Tennessee 
on the 8th day of May, 1896, with, I believe, a unanimous report 
from the District Committee. We found that it was then too late 
in the session to secure the relief demanded by the Potomac Com- 
pany, and feeling, therefore, that a great injusticewas being done 
to the company as well as to the public interests in that section of 
the city of Washington, we a ed to the Appropriations Com- 
mittee—I think I was sel y the Committee on the District of 
Columbia and instructed to bring the subject to the attention of the 
Committee on Appropriations. committee had in conference 
the District appropriation bill, I appeared before that committed 
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and called theirattention to the subject and to its im 
to our inability to pass the bill an 
day in the session. The result was that the subcommittee of the 
Senate took up this question with a view of granting the relief 


and 
secure the relief at so late a 


asked by the Potomac Company in accordance with the provisions 
of the bill introduced and reported favorably by the Senator from 
Tennessee on behalf of the District Committee; and after hearing 
both sides, it being understood that it was satisfactory to all in- 
terests, and yet at the same time preserving the policy which has 
governed that committee and the Committee on the District of 
Columbia for fiveyears, they then embodied what they considered 
to be the used in this bill or its equivalent in the appro- 
priation bill for the District of Columbia. They thought the 
question was satisfactorily settled, but it seems that it was not. 
After the adjournment of Congress the Commissioners advertised 
for bids for the electric lighting in all parts of the District. 

Mr. GRAY. May I ask the tor a question for information? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from West 
Virginia yield to the Senator from Delaware? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Certainly. 

Mr. GRAY. By what authority of law did the Commissioners 
ask for those bids? 

Mr. FAULKNER. The authority upon which the right of ex- 
tending the conduits is based is the authority contained by impli- 
cation in the appropriation act for the District of Columbia and 
in the sundry civil appropriation act passed on the 11th day of 
June, 1896, which made an appropriation for lighting and exten- 
sion of service, and, as the court held, impliedly authorized the 
Commissioners to extend the conduits of either of these companies 
in carrying out this authority. 

Mr. GRAY. Iam very much interested in what the Senator is 
saying, and I ask again for information. Was there another de- 
cision after the one to which the Senator first referred? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Ishall presently refer to two more. 

Mr. GRAY. Then I understand there were decisions in which 
the Potomac Company was the plaintiff? 

Mr. FAULKN ER. It was the defendant. 

Mr. GRAY. A case in which the Potomac Company was 
defendant, in which the court held that there was no power in the 
District Commissioners to grant licenses to anyone to lay conduits? 
_ Mr. FAULKNER. Togrant permitstothe Potomac Company. 
The court did not go outside of the issues made in the case in ren- 
dering its decision. 

Mr. GRAY. To the Potomac Company? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes; and not only not to lay conduits or to 
extend overhead wires, but even that there was no authority to 
make connections with the conduits and wires already laid. 

Mr. GRAY. And it was the hardship imposed upon them by 
that decision that was relieved by your committee in 1896? 

Mr. FAULKNER. In 1896. 

Mr. GRAY. Afterwards, the Senator says, there was a provi- 
sion inserted in a general appropriation act, which, the court con- 
strued, gave the Commissioners by inference the right to do that? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I will explain that. 

Mr. GRAY. Lonly want to get at the facts. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The District appropriation bill having been 
passed and the sundry civil bill providing forelectric lighting in the 
streets and parksenacted, as the committee supposed, limiting these 
corporations g phically in the extension of their wires, the 
Commissioners advertised for bids, assuming thatthey had theright 
to let contracts to any company, whether existing at the time of 
the passage of the act or that might come into the District at any 
time before the bids were awarded. Before the Commissioners 
awarded any contract they referred the question of law to the dis- 
trict attorney, as to whether they had the power, under the law, 
to give the contract for lights east of Rock Creek to any other 
company than the United States Electric Lighting Company. The 
district attorney, in his written opinion, held that they had not 
such a right, but the Commissioners, believing that their construc- 
tion of the law was the correct one, proceeded to award the con- 
tract for certain lighting east of Rock Creek to the Potomac Com- 


pany. 

On the 5th of August, the Potomac Company having bid for all 
the electric lighting authorized by law, although it had no con- 
duit west of Rock k, 1 cent less per light per night than the 
other company would have received under the appropriation made 
by Congress, which, as usual, designated the a to be 
paid, and as to lighting having designated absolutely the 
price that should be paid per night, two of the Commissioners de- 
termined that, in their ju ent, they had the right to grant the 
contract for certain lighting east of Rock Creek to the Potomac 
Company, but decided that in all streets where the United States 
Company were then lighting they would contract with the United 
. mpany. I am trying to make an absolutely fair and 
impartial statement of the facts of this case. 

hen that was determined upon, the United States Electric 
Light Company obtained an injunction from Judge Cole, involy- 


ing the question as to the legal exercise of the power claimed by 
the Commissioners to grant to the Potomac Company the right 
to extend the system east of Rock Creek. After Fall argument 
and a full review of the case; Judge Cole decided that under the 
terms of the two appropriation acts, by implication the Com- 
missioners had the power, in the exercise of their discretion, to 
award the contract to the Potomac Company, and as a necessary 
result that if the Commissioners gave the contract to a company 
that had no conduit in streets or parks to be lighted they would 
have the right to grant a permit to such company to construct 
proper conduits. at, in substance, was the decision of Judge 
Cole. The United States Electric Company attempted to ap- 
peal from this decision to the court of appeals. That court held 
that the right of appeal did not exist as a matter of right, as in 
this case it was an attempt to appeal from an interlocutory order 
and not from a final decree; and that as it did not affect any 
possessory right, or the rights of these parties, even if they had 
an exclusive right of easement in the streets, it did not present 
such a case as would take it out of the general rule and would 
authorize the court to grant the appeal. The court remanded the 
cause back to the circuit court of the District of Columbia, to be 
further proceeded with to a final decree. The case is now before 
the court, proceeding in the ordinary and usual course of chan- 
cery causes, for the purpose, I suppose, as any lawyer would infer, 
of enabling the complainant to get a final decree from the circuit 
court, and, if he deems it proper, back to the court of appeals for 
its final determination as to its legal rights under existing law. 
on is the condition of the law to-day under the decision of Judge 
ole. 

What is the real question involved, admitting that, under the 
decision of Judge Cole, the Commissioners had a legal discretion 
to give to either of these companies the right to construct con- 
duits to carry out the provisions of the act of June 11, 1896? The 
question presented for the decision of Congress, in the exercise of 
that discretion with which the Commissioners were clothed, is. Was 
it wisely, judiciously, and properly exercised in the interest of the 
— If it was, then, of course, I admit that the Senate should 

efeat this jointresolution. Ifthe discretion was wisely exercised 
in this case by the Commissioners, then the policy heretofore 
adopted by Congress during the last five years has been a mistaken 
policy, and we should at once change and reverse it. That is the 
question you must pass upon, and that is the only question involved 
in this joint resolution. 

Let it be remembered: by the Senators who so kindly give me 
their attention that the permits granted to the Potomac Company 
to tear up the streets of the city involve the tearing up of 7 miles 
of asphalt pavement. Remember, when you come to consider the 
facts in ing upon the exercise of a wise and judicious discre- 
tion by the Board of Commissioners, that at most of the points 
where these lights were required to be put there were wires or 
electrical conduits established by another company. 

Mr. HILL. Does the Senator say that on the same streets where 

the Potomac Company is now putting down its conduits another 
company was already doing the lighting? 
Mr. FAULKNER. Not in all cases. I said that where the 
lights were required under the decision of the Commissioners of 
the District to be put, in almost every instance the electric wires 
were already upon those streets, New York avenue, I believe, 
being the only exception. 

Mr. HILL. Lafayette Square has none. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes. To furnish lights for Lafayette 
Square the Potomac Company has been compelled to tear up the 
streets for two miles and a half in order to bring their wires to 
that point to furnish but seven lights to that square, when there 
were underground conduits already on three sides of that square. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator give us the figures as to precisely 
what is the extent of this proposed 7 miles on which the United 
States Electric Lighting Company have already their conduits? 

Mr. FAULKNER. The United States Electric Lighting Com- 
pany have their conduits in the streets that come from Rock 
Creek, but to what extent the conduits are on the same street I 
am unable to answer accurately. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator will allow me one moment. In case 
it is proposed to extend the lights to streets not occupied by the 
United States Electric Lighting Company, in case that company 
had been given the contract where there were no conduits, of 
course the United States Company would also have had to dig up 
the streets, would they not? 

Mr. FAULKNER. That involves the question I am arguing 
as to the exercise of a wise discretion by the Commissioners. 
There are but very short spaces 

Mr. HILL. The point [ am making is whether it makes any 
difference, if the streets have to be dug up, what particular com- 

y digs them up? 

Mr. FAULKNER. No; and that is the very reason I am try- 
ing to get the Senator to understand the fact that it would not 
have been necessary to dig up the streets if the lighting contract 
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had been given to the United States Electric Lighting Company, | 


Sta street railways which they have not, we say, ‘“‘ We will make the 
and for this reason the Commissioners have not exercised a wise 


existing corporation which is nearest to the point of connection 
discretion. with the line that you want to establish extend its road so as to 
Mr. HILL. lIask what proportion of these 7 miles have been | give the public the facilities which are necessary, whether it 
already occupied by the United States Electric Lighting Com- | pays the company to do so or not, but we will not allow new 
pany? That is the point. | companies to be chartered.” Why? Experience has proven that 
Mr. FAULKNER. I do not suppose there has been a mile. | when you allow so many small corporations to be chartered the 
Mr. HILL. Nota mile. | business is so divided that they soon become bankrupt, and when 


Mr. FAULKNER. 
might have been haifa mile. I am not thoroughly familiar with 
the facts, but it certainly is not over a mile. 

Underground electric conduits sufficient to furnish every light 
required would have been constructed, if the contract had been 
given to the old company, within a limit of a half mile, and there- 
fore it is a question for Congress to decide as to whether the Com- 
missioners have exercised a wise discretion in tearing up six and 


a half more miles of asphalt pavement than was necessary to carry | 


out the provisions of this act of June 11, 1896. 

Let us take for illustration Mount Vernon Square. From Mount 
are laid out. 
Square. To light these seven lights 3 miles of the asphalt pave- 
ments of the District must be torn up, which never can be re- 
paired and put into the condition in which they were prior to the 
time the streets were broken—-and 3 miles of underground con- 
duits are to be put down for the purpose of furnishing these seven 
lights. 

Mr. President, the committee felt that this was not an exercise 
of sound discretion upon the part of the Commissioners. Ido not 
propose to criticise the personal character or the integrity of any 
of the gentlemen composing this Board. I have known some of 
them for years, and, so far as my observation has gone, I want to 
say that they are gentlemen of the highest character and of sterling 
integrity; but when they-exercise a discretion which is unwise and 


their action. 
Mr. MILLS. May I ask the Senator a question? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Bacon in the chair). Does 


the Senator from West Virginia yield to the Senator from Texas? | 


Mr. FAULKNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILLS. Would the public interest suffer any injury by 
both of these companies putting up their lights on the same streets 
if they subsequentiy repair the streets and make them as good as 
they were before they tore them up? Would there then be any 
injury to the public? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I will try to answer the question in a gen- 
eral way when I get to the general policy that Congress has 
adopted. I am glad that the Senator from Texas asked me the 
question, and I hope Senators will ask any question as to which 
they desire information, because it is my duty to know the facts 
and equally my duty to impart them. The chairman appointed 
me a member of the subcommittee, and with others I investigated 
this subject, which enables me to answer questions bearing upon 
it, which I am anxious and willing to do. 

What has been the public policy which has governed Congress 
for five years? Congress realized that this city was to be made 
the most beautiful city in the United States; that it was to be sup- 
plied with all the appliances which the demand of an advanced 
civilization required—water; light, both gas and electric; tele- 
graph, telephone service, etc.; that it should have the best system 
that soe be devised by the skill of the scientists of this country; 
that ali might be utilized without destroying or marring its beauty. 
In 1891 a commission was appointed to act upon the question of 
subways in the District of Columbia, that we might get rid of all 
of the unsightly overhead wires, and looking to the adoption of a 
municipal system by which every wire in the city of Washington 
should be put under ground. When once sucha system has been 
adopted and put into operation, it would then be within the power 
of Congress to say to any company, ‘‘ You may come here, but 
you must put your wires through the ducts provided for them.” 

The Senator from New York says this is a monopoly. I answer 
that it has been the policy of Congress in the District to establish 
a monopoly until this subway system is established. Nota mo- 
nopoly, however, in the sense spoken of by the Senator from New 
York. What I mean by using the word “‘monopoly” is that it 
has been the policy of Congress to contro! absolutely the cost to 
the citizen of all these different agencies—telephone service, elec- 
tric and gas light, railway rates, etc., by law and not by competi- 
tion. The result has proven the wisdom of that policy. As an 
illustration, do we not refuse to permit competing or multiplica- 
tion of railways? We have said, ‘No; if you want to come in 
from the outside of the city you shall have the right to come, but 
over the tracks of the company that reaches the point to which 
you desire tocome.” This city is not to be gridironed by rails 
under franchises granted to railroad corporations. If the public 
demand requires that citizens shall have facilities in reference to 


| receipts and every dollar of e 
Vernon Square to Lincoln Park is about 3 miles, as these conduits | 
The contract provides for seven lights in Lincoln | 


| politan Company is one. 
which is against the public interests, as I understand it, it is my | 
duty, as one of the common council of this city, to call a halt upon | 





Perhaps not half a mile; I do not know; it | we seek to enforce wise regulations in the public interest, when 


we demand lower fares, when we demand rapid transit, when we 


| demand improved cars that are decent to ride in, they reply, ‘‘Oh, 


no, we can not do that; we are too r; we pay no dividends.” 
We have therefore said we will limit the number of charters; 


| compel these corporations to furnish the very best service, upon 
| the principle that the traffic justifies the expenditures. That we 


may have full information of their condition, and be in a position 
to control them, we require that on the ist day ofeJanuary of 
every year each company shall report to Con every dollar of 
nditures during the year. 
This is a monopoly, but it_is a monopoly which is absolutely 
guarded and controlled by the immediate domination and dicta- 
tion of Congress in the exercise of all of its public functions under 
its franchise. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from West Virginia allow me for 
a moment? 

Mr. FAULKNER. a 
» Mr. HILL. While I do not think the attitude of the committee 
or of Congress toward street railroads is exactly in point here, 


| the Senator having alluded to it, I will ask him what bills have 
| been passed, which occur to him now, com 
road companies to lay rails upon streets where they did not want 
| to go? 


lling some of the rail- 


Mr. FAULKNER. There are numerous cases. The Metro- 
I remember that as one without pausing 
to reflect. 

Mr. HILL. I think I am somewhat familiar with the form of 
legislation adopted by some companies when they really want to 
occupy a street. The form of legislation adopted is to have a bill 
passe o_o them to use a certain street. 

Mr. FAULKNER. There has never been any such practice to 
my knowledge in the nine years I have been in the Senate of the 
oe States. Whether it is the practice in New York, I do not 

snow. 

Mr. HILL. What other bills are there beside the one for the 
Metropolitan Railroad Company? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I can not remember each one. Thatis our 
policy, and let me give you a striking illustration now which oc- 
curred in carrying it out. 

Wesaid to the Washington and Georgetown Railway Company, 
operating the Pennsylvania avenue line, and to the Metropolitan 
Company, ‘‘ You must give the people of this city rapid transit.” 
They said, ‘‘ We will not doit; we can not doit. The expense is too 
great. It will cost us millions of dollars. We can not afford it.” 

We said it must be done, and having been wise enough in 
granting these corporate rights in the District of Columbia to 
provide in every charter that Congress shall have the power to 
alter, repeal, or modify the charter, we compelled rapid transit. 

Mr. HILL. There is nothing new about that. It is the usual 
clause inserted always in corporation legislation. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I beg the Senator's pardon. If he will look 
back and study the history of this question in the District as I 
have, he will find many charters granted prior to that time which 
were passed without such a provision being in them. 

Mr. HILL. Does the Senator mean to say that without that 
provision Congress would not have the right to repeal or modify 
the charter? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I do. 

Mr. HILL. Of course not. It has that right without such a 
provision. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The question would then be whether a char- 
ter is not a contract to such an extent that Congress has not that 
right without a reservation to that effect by the insertion of a 
clause of that character. 

Mr. HILL. It has, absolutely. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I am not going to discuss that question. 
We were taking no chances, and inserted that provision. When we 
compelled the change as to the two main street railway lines com- 
ing to the Capitol, eee that unless that change was made 
within a certain period, the charters would stand repealed. The 
companies resisted. Yet the District Committee and Congress 
maintained the proposition and made them obey the law. : 

We have within the last six years taken from the streets of this 
city every horse railroad except two, which are now petitioning 
Congress for an extension, because of the fact that eee tryin, 
anew power. They assert that because of the limited volume ©: 
their business, yielding such a small revenue, they can not afford 


to adopt either of the expensive systems, and that they are trying 








1897. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


eee 


965 





the air motor, are conducting experiments in order to carry out 
the views of Congress, but they have been unable yet to do it, and 
desire a further extension. 

We have done the same in reference to the com . The 
gas company has pipes all over the city, and if I recollect aright, 
my friend the Senator from New York stood by us in that fight. 
We declared it unwise to charter another gas company, to tear up 
every street in the city of Washington for the purpose of laying 
pipes, when we have the absolute power to control the price of gas, 
the quality of gas, and every other detail in reference to the supply 
of gas. We therefore refused at the last session, carrying out the 
same policy, tocharteranew company, but we fixeda = candle- 
power, im more stringent regulations upon the old company. 
and provided for a gradual reduction of the price of down t 
$1 a thousand feet. That was done in accordance with the uni- 
form policy adopted by the District Committee and the Committee 
on Appropriations, with the sanction of both Houses. ; 

It applies also to all telephone companies. I regret to say it, 
but this city is in a most unfortunate condition in reference to its 
telephone system. Is it known to Senators that not one foot of 
comma for a purposes can be laid, under the law as it 
exists to-day, and it was so decided by the Commissioners not two 
weeks ? They are of the opinion that they have not the au- 
thority to permit a wire to be extended from an alley pole to any 
house not in the same square, and have not authority to grant 
permits to lay underground conduits. Noextension of the system 
can be made. 

Mr. HILL. Who framed the laws that create this injustice? 

Mr. FAULKNER. With a view to carrying out the general 
policy, we have taken from the Commissioners the right to issue 
permits to dig up the streets to lay subways until we secure alaw 
providing for a uniform system authorizing subways to be laid, 
when we propose to make every company use those subways and 
pay a royalty to the District of Columbia for their use. 

These temporary inconveniences must be obviated to some ex- 
tent by the committee this year. The people must have the 
advantages of the telephone system, if it can be done without any 
great detriment or injury to the general plan which we have in 
view for laying the ducts under municipal control. You can 
extend the right, to a limited extent, by allowing a wire to be car- 
ried from the top.of the pole in an alley, over houses to the next 
square, or something of that kind. But the policy of Congress is 
to have no more digging up of the streets in the laying of these 
subways than is ae necessary to meet the immediate de- 
mands of the public, until a system can be devised and put in 
operation, and then we will bring the wires of every one of these 
corporations—the electric-light company, the telephone company, 
and all others—into those general conduits. 

Is the committee acting wisely in restricting these private sub- 
ways? Are they censurable for carrying out this policy, and is 
the Committee on Appropriations to be condemued for being so 
strict in enforcing it? Do you not know that when these conduits 
are laid they will be the ew of the ties laying them? 
Many of these conduits will not be serviceable as municipal sub- 
ways. They are simply laid, as this one is being laid now, for pub- 
lic lighting, not for industrial purposes, house lighting, or to 
accommodate other interests. ere are but twelve ducts in the 
conduit that is being laid. eo 

Mr. TILLMAN. Will the Senator from West Virginia allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Certainly. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Did not the Senator say a moment ago that 
he proposed to have a general system of conduits, with one large 
subway, in which all the corporations were to be forced to lay their 
wires, and for which they were to pay a royalty? Then he turns 
right around and says the conduits are private property. That 
would imply that you can not make the companies come into your 
general conduit. ; 

Mr. FAULKNER. Thatis what lam afraid of, and that is why 
we are trying to keep down the number. If the conduits are, as I 
believe, private property, and we condemn them as a part of the 
municipal subways, we will have to pay the company the cost of 
construction or the value of the conduits. : 

Mr. TILLMAN. If that is the Senator's opinion of the impor- 
tance of this question, in the name of common sense and decency 
why does not his committee report a scheme and act, and let us 
get through with the matter? ¢ 

Mr. FAULKNER. That implies that the committee has done 
unwisely and is negligent of the public interest. If the Senator 
will examine the history of this matter, he will find that after a 
good deal of study, work, and reflection, the District Commis- 
sioners, on the 11th day of February, 1896, submitted the draft of 
a bill which in their judgment would carry out the plan of which 
Iam speaking, for municipal conduits for all purposes, and sent 
it to the other House. It was introduced into that body on the 
11th and in the Senate on the 12th of February, 1896. The Senator 
from Georgia now occupying the chair [Mr. Bacon] is a mem- 


* 


ber of the subcommittee of the District of Columbia Committee 
of the Senate, of which the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Proctor] 
is chairman (who the third Senator is I do not know), which is 
considering this question, and I am satisfied that upon a state- 
ment of the Senators who are members of that subcommittee, any- 
one will recognize that they will do this work as rapidly as in 
their judgment the importance of the matter will permit. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Would the Senator claim that any subcom- 
mittee, however honorable and intelligent and zealous, can devote 
or have devoted, or ever will devote, the necessary time to give us 
a better scheme than that formulated by these three gentlemen, 
bee were appointed by the President and who have nothing else 

o 


Mr. FAULKNER. All that the subcommittee is doing is to see 
whether those three gentlemen have wisely done their work. The 
Commissioners have prepared the bill; they have prepared a letter 
explanatory of every provision of the measure, and that is the bill 
and that is the letter which are now before the subcommittee. It 
is the Commissioners’ bill. 

Sir, need I do anything further, in order to show where the 
Commissioners ought to stand in this matter, than to read the 
report to Congress from the Board of Commissioners dated last 
February, in which they use the language I will quote as to the 
policy that Congress should maintain? Whether they havechanged 
their opinion since that time I know not, but I do not believe they 
have. I think they unfortunately and unwisely granted this per- 
mit; but I believe that when the question is presented to them 
they will tell you that the statement I am going to read from them 
presents their true views of the policy which should control Con- 
gress in these matters. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Before the Senator from West Virginia 
reads the letter, I should like to call his attention to one impor- 
tant fact. The expenditure of millions of dollars depends upon 
what kind of subway is laid. The cost of laying the subways 
would be between three and five million dollars, depending, of 
course, upon the manner in which they are constructed. There- 
fore it is important that the subcommittee should get all the in- 
formation possible before they make any report. 

Mr. HILL. If the system of subways is going to cost that 
amount of money, we had better let the corporations, or a couple 
of them, put it in at their own expense. 

Mr. FAULKNER. ‘A couple.” Why not a dozen? 

Mr. STEWART. I should like to inquire of the Senator from 
West Virginia to what extent the Potomac Company are author- 
ized under the present permit to lay their wires and their sub- 


“— 
r. FAULKNER. To the extent of 7 miles. 

Mr. STEWART. What proportion of the work has already 
been commenced? 

Mr. FAULKNER. That is hard to tell. They are seeing if 
they can not beat Congress, and in my humble judgment, to be 
—— frank with the honorable Senator and with the Senate, 

believe they will beat Congress. 

Mr. HILL. I hope they will. 

Mr. FAULKNER. But that should not affect the question. 
The resolution should be passed as expressive of the opinion of 
Congress on any future permits. 

If the Potomac Company do finish their conduits before the joint 
resolution is passed, it will not apply to them. It directs the 
Commissioners to stop any work that is in process of construction 
at the time of the passage of the joint resolution, and not to give 
any other permit except when necessary for the public convenience. 
It declaresa policy. Ifthe Potomac Company completes their con- 
duits before the joint resolution is passed, it will not affect them. 
If they do not, and any part of their work is unfinished, they will 
be affected. But it affects the question of the enunciation of a 

ublic policy and the control of the Commissioners as to any 

uture permit; and that is the reason why the committee is urg- 
ing it. 

This is the unanimous report of the Commissioners submitted 
last February: 


The Commissioners, however, in reporting upon all similar bills proposing 
to grant the privilege of tearing up the streets— 


This is as to a new gas company— 


for the purpose of laying gas pee or conduits therein, whether for the use 
of a telephone company or an electric-light company 


Or an electric-light company— 


have taken the ground that it was against the public interest to grant privi- 
leges of this kind to new companies; that the business carried on by such 
companies was under such conditions as to make a monopoly desirable, if not 
necessary; that, aside from the great damage to the pavements and the 
inconvenience to the public occasioned by digging up miles of public streets, 
| it is not necessary or wise to duplicate any gas pipes or conduits in the public 
streets, for Congress has full power to regulate the rates to be charged by 


such companies, as well as to correct any other evils. The same majority in 
Congress which determines that a new telephone company, a new gas com- 

ny, or a new electric-light company must be chartered to give the public 
ts rights can bring about the same result Lf controlling existing companies 
and with much less inconvenience to the public. 
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Mr. TILLMAN. Will the Senator allow me for a moment? 
That letter emanated from the Commissioners? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes; in reply to a bill sent to the Commis- 
sioners, as the committee always send every bill to them. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Yet the Senator quotes those gentlemen as 
sustaining his proposition, and they are the men who have given 
the permit to the new electric-light company. Is not the Senator 
quoting his witness against himself? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Iam quoting the Senator’s witness against 
himself. That is it. 

Mr. TILLMAN. The Senator is quoting the Commissioners as 
sustaining his proposition of a monopoly, when they themselves, 
in the fulfillment of their duty to the citizens and to the city, have 
granted this special privilege pending the magnificent subway 
plan which the subcommittee has under consideration. 

Mr. FAULKNER. In February, 1896, they said the special 
privilege referred to should not be granted, and ought not to be 
granted, in the public interest. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Then why did they grant it? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Ah! Now, thatis a matter for which I am 
not responsible. The Senator himself must ascertain why. Per- 
haps it was done in the hurry and confusion of the moment, for 
the court decided the question on the 17th day of December, and 
on the 17th day of December the Commissioners executed the con- 
tract. Congress was then in session. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator from West Virginia wants to be fair 
in his statement. They started last August. 

Mr, FAULKNER. Oh, yes. 

Mr. HILL. But the other company procured an injunction 
which kept them in court until December, and they could not 
start any earlier. 

Mr. FAULKNER. But Congress was here as the absolute con- 
trolling power, and the policy which had been established in 
accordance with the views of the Commissioners of February, 


1896, was known to them to be the policy of Congress; yet, on the | 


17th day of December they entered into a contract which permit- 
ted this company to tear up 7 miles of the asphalt pavement of 
this city against the protest which they had made to Congress in 
February, 1896. 

Mr. HILL. The Potomac Company did not need to apply to 
Congress when the courts had already decided in their favor. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Ne one said they did. I said that on the 
17th day of December theeCommissioners executed this contract 
for the lighting of certain streets and parks in the city of Wash- 
ington from the Ist day of July, 1896, to the 30th day of June, 1897, 
in violation, I will say to the Senator, of a well-established rule 
and regulation adopted by the Commissioners themselves, which 
they have enforced for years, that no company should be allowed 
to tear up the asphalt pavements of this city between the Ist day 
of December and the 28th day of February. 

Mr. HILL. Was not the contract proposed to be executed and 
fulfilled last summer? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Of course it was, on the 5th day of August. 

Mr. HILL. Was not the delay the fault of the other com- 
pany, which obtained an injunction that would not stand? That 
was the reason of the delay. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Why speak about companies? I am not 
here arguing for a compapvy. If the Senator represents a com- 
pany here in the expression ‘‘this company or the other company,” 
tdonot. Iam not arguing this question for one company or the 
other. I am arguing from the standpoint of an established public 

0licy. 

Mr. HILL. Oh, yes; we understand that. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I hope the Senator will understand it. 

Mr. HILL. But the Senator having alluded to the subject of 
whom he represents, which I regret, may I ask him a question 
which is a pertinent one? Where does the United States Electric 
Light Company hail frem? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I do not know, and neither do I care, 

Mr. GALLINGER. If the Senator will permit me—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from West 
Virginia yield to the Senator from New Hampshire? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I have never conversed in private with any 
members of that company, and I know but one person connected 
with the United States Electric Company, and that is its presi- 
dent. I have never spoken to him on this subject except in the 
committee room. I have spoken with the president and his attor- 
ney, representing the Potomac Company, and have listened to all 
they had to say in favor of the position they have taken in this 
matter. 

Mr. HILL. I did not know but that in view of the Senator's 
fainiliarity with the whole subject he might at least have heard 
something about where the company hails from. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I have not heard, I frankly say to the Sen- 
ator. I do not know where the company was incorporated. 

Mr. HILL. I do not wish tocharge the Senator with any negli- 
gence in the matter. 
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Mr. FAULKNER. It is not a matter of negligence. I repudi- 
ate any such assumption on the part of the Senator from New 
York. It is nota question whether I am sustaining one company 
or the other, as the Senator seems to think. This fight stands 
upon a broader basis. The question is whether we will vindicate 
a policy adopted by Congress and enforced at every session for 
SIX years. 

Mr. HILL. Will not the Senator allow the courts to determing 
the question as to what our statutes mean? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes, sir; and there is not a word in the 
joint resolution criticising the court in any way for its decision or 
taking issue with the court as to its construction. 

Mr. HILL. No; but the court having decided that the new 
company has a right to lay its conduits, the Senator is now seek- 
ing, by special act of Congress, to prevent its being done. Is not 
that true? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HILL. Ofcourse. The Senator admits it. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The court has never decided what the 
Senator asserts that it has. 

Mr. HILL. It came pretty close to it. 

Mr. FAULKNER. It decided that the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia had a right to grant the permit, and that 
they couid exercise that discretion by giving the contract to the 
Potomac Company; and, as I have said, the question involved in 
this resolution is whether they have exercised a wise and sound 
discretion. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from West 
Virginia yield to the Senator from South Carolina? 

Mr. FAULKNER, Certainly. 

Mr. TILLMAN. The terms under which the contract was 
awarded were that it should be given to the lowest bidder.. That 
was the authority given to the Commissioners by the Appropria- 
tions Committee in the act passed last winter. The Potomac Com- 
pany made their contract last summer; they had their permits to 
go to work, because they were the lowest bidders, and they were 
stopped. by injunction until December. Now they are endeavor- 
ing to <a out their contract, and a special joint resolution is 
brought in here to stop them. Those are the facts. 

Mr. HILL. That is the situation. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The Senator from South Carolinais entirely 
mistaken, I dislike to differ with the Senator upon facts, but 
when the Senator is so absolutely certain of his facts would it not 
be well for him to read the law before he makes so positive a 
statement? You will learn, sir, if you read the law—— 

Mr. TILLMAN, Will you read it now? I have got it here 

Mr. FAULKNER. Iam not in the habit of reading the briefs 
of my friends on the other side. But I will be frank with tho 
Senator, and tell him that the provision in reference to advertising 
was stricken out in the House of Representatives on the report of 
the conference committee and was not enacted into law for the 
reason that it might create a doubt as to the true meaning of the 
provision, 

Bs HILL. Then will the Senator explain, if I do not annoy 
im—— 

Mr. FAULKNER. Not atall. 

Mr. HILL. That clause of the act making appropriations for 
the electric lighting? There was an increase of moneys appropri- 
ated, was there not, for the purpose of placing some new electric 
lights in the District of Columbia—are lights? 

Mr, FAULKNER. I really can notstate whether that is a fact 
or not. I do not remember the amount that was previously appro- 
priated and what we appropriated last year. 

Mr. HILL. I have ascertained that you gave them an increase 
of about five or six thousand dollars upon the application of tho 
Commissioners. It was said that in certain portions of the city 
there ought to be these arc lights in carrying out the rapid-transit 
system, and for that purpose the appropriation was placed in the 
act. What company was expected under that appropriation. if 
not the lowest bidder, to put in those extra lights? 

Mr, FAULKNER. The cost was fixed by law as a maximum, 
which is the uniform rule. It was not more than 30 cents in one 
case and 28 cents for parks. It was the understanding of Congress, 
or at leasi the committee, that it would be done by this old com- 
pany east of Rock Creek. 

r. HILL. Then does the Senator mean to contend that it was 
intended by the provision to which I have referred to give to the 
United States ye Ay entire monopoly? 

Mr. FAULKNER. No; not all, because some of those lights 
were to be west of Rock Creek and some east, 

Mr. HILL. That has nothing to do with it. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I say it was certainly the undenstending of 
the Appropriations Committee that in partying out this mae? 
they should give it to that company which would tear up of 
the streets in making their conduits to the point of lighting; and 
in reference to the parks, it would have caused the tearing up of 


- 





1897. 





only 150 feet, for the reason that the old company had the author- 
ity to run in the Metropolitan subways there from a point on 
East Capitol street, where their wires were, to Lincoln Park. 

Mr. HILL. What price does the Senator understand was to be 
paid? 
: Mr. FAULKNER. Not to exceed 30 cents a light. 

Mr. HILL. It says 24 and 30. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Not to exceed 30 cents in one case, and for 
the lighting of public parks the price is fixed absolutely at 28 cents. 

Mr. HILL. Then let us understand one another. The clause 
that 1 have mentioned is construed by the Senator and the com- 
mittee to mean that this extension, if desired to be given, should 
be given exclusively to the United States Electric Light Company? 

Mr. FAULKNER. On the east side of Rock Creek, and on the 
ot her side—— 
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Mr. HILL. We are talking about this side, for here all the | 


question arises. 


Mr. FAULKNER. No; it does not all arise here on the point | 


upon which the Senator asks me, as to the number of lights. 
Some of them being on the west side, the Potomac Company was 
to have the contract for lighting, and those on the east side of 
Rock Creek the other company was to have, for in the one case 
the Potomac Company had their power there. their conduits laid, 
and their wires up; and on this side the other company was in a 
similiar situation; and we proposed to hold them in statu quo 
until the general system to which I have referred had been adopted. 


right back to the question, What question was submitted to the 
court? I have the briefs here. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I have told the Senator what question was 
submitted to the court. 


Mr. HILL. Was not the very question submitted whether that | 


clause gave to the United States Company the exclusive right? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Why does the Senator from New Yorkask 
imme that question? 

Mr. HILL. Because I understand that is the question. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Now, be frank and state why you ask that 
question. 
Mr. HILL. Because I want the information. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The Senator has listened to me attentively. 
Iam very much obliged to him for the compliment. 

Mr. HiLL. The compliment is mutual. 

Mr.FAULKNER. The Senator heard me discuss that question 
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a I will yield with great pleasure to the Senator from 
Nevada. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Nevada. 

Mr. STEWART. There is one point on which I should like to 
hear the Senator from West Virginia. He has stated that the de- 
cision of the court was to the effect that the Commissioners had 
the discretion and the power to make this contract. If that be 
true, and the contract has been made and entered upon, would not 
that give some rights which Congress should not interfere with 
without due consideration? 

Mr. FAULKNER. None whatever. 

Mr. STEWART. None whatever? 

Mr. FAULKNER. None whatever; and I will give the Sena- 
tor the reasons. The Commissioners, doubtful, I suppose, of the 
attitude in which they stood with reference to this question, tak- 
ing legal advice, as they should in a matter of this character, were 
wise enough when they granted this permit to put upon its face 
‘**subject to revocation at any time by the Congress of the United 
States.” Itis simply the permit that is affected by the pending 
joint resolution; and on the very face of the permit accepted by 
this company is a clause which protects the Government and this 
District from any liability whatever m withdrawing the power 
granted by it. 

Mr. STEWART. Is not that same power reserved in all the 
acts we pass in regard to corporations, Congress reserving the 


| right to repeal or modify, and does not Congress, in considering 
Mr. HILL. With all that elaborate explanation, still it comes | 


a matter of repeal or modification, take into consideration also 
what has been done under the law? Is not Congress bound to 
take into consideration what has been done under a valid con- 


| tract? That brmgs me to the point, What has been done? I 





should like to ask 

Mr. FAULKNER. I suppose they have gotten two-thirds of 
the work through, and by to-morrow night or the night after, or 
some time soon, they will have the balance through, and it makes 


| no difference. Do not let us narrow this question down to the 


question of mere dollars and cents between two corporations, 
The members of the District Committee or the Appropriations 


| Committee are not contending for a policy that will decide 


whether we shall give one company or another afew dollars. We 
are maintaining a policy in the interest of this magnificent and 


| beautiful city, to guard all its rights in such a way that when we 
| come to put a general subway system in operation we can do it 


fully, and I have given the decision of the court that the Com- | 
missioners were empowered to give it to either one of these com- 


panies in the exercise of their discretion. 

Mr. HILL. Why do you need additional legislation, then? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I have also answered that question. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator need not repeat it, but I certainly 
failed to comprehend his point. 





one—neither courts nor Commissioners 
Mr. HILL. That is not an answer. oe 
Mr. FAULKNER. But that it was to announce as the opinion 


without going to these corporations and paying them enormous 
sums for subways that they laid and which can not be used for 
general municipal purposes. 

Mr. STEWART. But my point is, Have they acquired any 


| equities under the contract? 


of Congress a policy adopted six years ago and never departed | 


from during that period. 

Mr. HILL. How many times do you want to readopt that 
policy? 

Mr. FAULKNER. We find thatthe policy agreed to by Con- 
gress during these six years and indorsed by the Commissioners in 
the most solemn form in their advice to Congress last year, has 
now been repudiated by the Commissioners when they were in- 


vested, as the court said, with a discretion’ either to exercise the | 
policy that they had indorsed or to inaugurate a policy in conflict | 


with the judgment of Congress and their own advice. 

Mr. HILL. Still, | do not think the Senator has answered my 
question. 
Mr. FAULKNER. Ah! He who will not understand, Mr. 
President, can not be enlightened. 

Mr. HILL. And he who will not explain does not want to 
enlighten anybody else. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Have I not explained? Tell me a single 
question you have asked that I have not explained as far as my 
limited abilities enabled me to do so. 


Mr. HILL. It does not take that amount of language to answer | 


my simple question. 


Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. President, when the Senator asks me a | 
question, having the floor, I will be my own judge of the charac- | 


ter of its answer, but it shall be full and complete so far as I have 
the information to give. 

Mr. HILL. Yes; that is all very well. 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator from West Virginia allow 
me? 

_The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does theSenator from West Vir- 
ginia yield? 

Mr. FAULKNER. To whom? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thatisfor the Senator to decide, 


Mr. FAULKNER. They have acquired no equities whatever, 
in my judgment, but I do not want to go into the question of 


| equity. They did it with their eyes open. They knew the policy 
Mr. FAULKNER. I said that the joint resolution criticises no | 


of Congress in reference to this matter. The revocation clause 
expressly gave them notice of the fact that Congress might, now 
being in session, repeal it the next day or the day after. 

Mr. President, Isee the time is coming when I shall have to 
close. Lhavenotdiscussed, by a good deal, all the questions which 
are involved in this case. 

Mr. HILL. Before theSenator closes, he has omitted, of course 
inadvertently, to inform the Senate whether there was any saving 
between the amount that would have to be paid for the lights to 
the United States Company and to this new company. Perhaps 
the Senator can inform me upon that point. 

Mr. FAULKNER. There was a saving of $3.05 on thirty-two 
lights; which amounted to about $100, and a cost to the Govern- 
ment resulting from the tearing up of 5 miles of asphalt pavement 


| to save $100. 





Mr. GALLINGER. Will the Senator permit me a moment? 

Mr. HILL. Does the Senator mean to say that only thirty 
lights were to be put in? 

Mr. FAULKNER. No, sir; and if the Senator would only pay 
attention to my remarks he would not have to interrupt me so 
often. I spoke of the lights for the parks. 

Mr. HILL. I did not ask the Senator to limit it to the parks, 

Mr. FAULKNER. I chose to limit it so. 

Mr. HILL. Inotice the Senator has done so. As Hamlet says: 
‘* Words, words, words!” 

Mr. FAULKNER. There was a saving of $99 to the Govern- 
ment in park lighting, and a loss to the Government in keeping 
the streets which had been opened in proper repair. 

Why, Mr. President, we do not even know now when this asphalt 
will be put down. If 4 cold spell comes at this time, the asphalt 
that has been torn up from one end of the city to the other can 
not be put down nadie the regulation and the inspection of the 
District until warm weather sets in. You can not lay asphalt 
when the frost is in the ground or when it is freezing. and you do 
not know when it can be done. For that reason the Commis- 
sioners order that there shall be no tearing up of asphalt streets 
by these corporations from the ist of December to the ist day of 
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March. In violation of that order, on the 17th day of December 
they authorized 7 miles to be torn up. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Will the Senator from West Virginia per- 
mit me an observation on the point raised by the Senator from 
New York? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Certainly. 

Mr. GALLINGER. If this new company is not given iodg- 
ment in the District, has not Congress authority and power to 


or lower than, the new company proposes to furnish lights? Has 
not that been our policy? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I have stated that to the Senate. I desire 
to say, further, that one reason I am in favor of this general 


municipal system of subways is that when once constructed we | 


can let any company or any number of companies operate in the 
District, renting the use of the same to the person or corporation 
paying the highest price for them; then we should under this 


system producea fair annual income for the District of Columbia, | 


sufficient to pay the interest on the investment. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Every year the price is regulated. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Every year the price of the light is regu- 
lated by the Committees on Appropriations of the two Houses of 
Congress, and if they have allowed too high a price during any 
year, they are alone responsible for it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from West Virginia 
will suspend. The hour of 2 o’clock having arrived, the Chair 
lays before the Senate the unfinished business, which is Senate 
bill 8247, upon which the Senator from Indiana [Mr. TURPIE] is 
entitled to the floor. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. QUAY. With the permission of the Senator from Indiana, 
I rise to a question of privilege and present the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the Army appropriation bill. 

The report was read, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 9638) making appropri- 
ations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 3), 1898, 


having met, after fulland free conference have agreed to recommend and 
do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 


That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate numbered 1,2, and 5, and agree to the same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the 
Senate numbered 6, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: 
Strike out the matter inserted by said Senate amendment, and strike out, 
after the word “dollars,” in line 15, page 23 of the bill, all down to and in- 


cluding the word “duty,” in line 19, same page; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 


On amendments numbered 3 and 4 the committee of conference have been 
tunable to agree. 
M. S. QUAY, 


HUGENE HALE, 

JO. C. 8. BLACKBURN, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

J.A. T. HULL, 

R. WAYNE PARKER, 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Ishould like to ask the Senator in charge 
of ths bill what are the items of disagreement? What has been 
done in regard to the Hot Springs Hospital? 

Mr. QUAY. The only disagreement is in relation to the hos- 
pital on the Hot Springs Reservation. The Senate and House 
rene reached an agreement as to all other amendments in 
the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on concurring in 
the report of the committee of conference. 

The report was concurred in. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate insist upon its 
amendments still in disagreement. 

Mr. QUAY. Isuggest that the report should go to the House. 

Mr. COCKRELL. We ought to insist on our amendments 
before we send the bill back. 

Mr. QUAY. Very well. I move that the Senate still further 
insist upon its amendments numbered 8 and 4. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 3247) to amend an act entitled “‘An act 
to incorporate the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua,” ap- 
proved February 20, 1889. 

Mr. TURPIE. Mr. President, I concluded my remarks yester- 
day by calling the attention of the Senate to those provisions in 
the original treaty of cession which had for their object retaining 
the control of the canal and the directorate to the promoters of 
the corporation and their colleagues chosen by the two Republics. 
I think it is a serious subject for consideration when we find the 
Maritime Nicaragua Canal Company so willing to violate the terms 
of their engagement and so reckless in regard to their obligations, 
whether a corporation governed by such aspirit is a proper depos- 





itory for the very important trust and the very large amount of 
funds which are sought to be placed in its treasury and custody 
by the passage of the pending bill. 

The provisions in the original treaty of cession are not designed 
to exhibit any unfriendliness on the part of the two Central 
American Republics either to the interoceanic canal or to its com- 
pletion or construction. Neither does it manifest any hostility to 


| the Government of the United States that its control of the direct- 
regulate the price paid the old company and make it as low as, | 


orate should be excluded by the terms of the cession; but it does 
give notice, not only to this corporation but to the Government 
of the United States, that when these two Republics conclude 
to treat with the Government about the construction of the canal 
they will do so directly and not through the medium of this cor- 
poration or any other. That is the manifest intendment and pur- 
pose of the policies so expressly declared in the articles of the 
treaty of cession. 

Although it may be a matter of no consequence, and they have 
shown by their action that it is a matter of no consequence, to this 
corporation whether they observe these treaty provisions or not, 
it is a matter of great consideration to the two Republics who are 


| parties to that treaty and to any corporation, person, or power en- 


gaged in the construction of that canal to presérve the amity of 
the two Republics and the friendship of the people who inhabit 
the land which the canal course will ectmariy traverse. 

I do not think it is possible, sir, to operate this canal upon any 
profitable terms or upon any terms whatever through the country 
‘of an unfriendly population. It must be recollected that the peo- 
ple of Costa Rica and Nicaragua are a very high spirited people, 
accurate in their definitions of right, precise in ‘tail sense of 
right and of justice, and very particularin regard to treaty limi- 
tations; and it would be wrong for us either directly or indirectly 
to offer injury, not to say insult, to the people of that country 
and their Governments by trespassing upon their rights, so clearly 
reserved in the cession to which I have alluded. So essential is 
the friendship of the neighborhood, of the vicinage, to the suc- 
cessful construction and completion of this canal that it has been 
noticed by every engineer and every commission which has re- 
ported upon this subject. The canal must be built with the assent 
and with the amity of the Governments and people of the countr 
through which it runs, for it must be recollected that this canal, 
even under the most favorable conditions, will yet be a very tender 
subject of maintenance. It will be a work very sensitive to in- 
jury. It has been compared to the canals of Suez and Manches- 
ter, but the canal of Suez is a true maritime canal. It is filled 
with sea water. It has an almost imperceptible current from the 
Mediterranean te the Red Sea. It has no interior locks; it has no 
embankments, except those that have been made necessary by ex- 
cavation. In order to destroy the Suez Canal an enemy would 
have to dig another of the same size and dimensions and divert 
the water from it. 

The same thing = said with respect to the Manchester 
Canal. The Suez and Manchester canals run through a compara- 
tively level country. They have no semipipe lines. I do not 
know that there is any scientific technical term and appellation, 
but a great majority of the work on this or canal by the 
Nicaragua route is where water is carried around and through 
the hills and valleys by embankments. The excavation repre- 
sents the side and bottom of the pipe, and the embankment taken 
from the hill represents the other sideof it. It is open at the top, 
but the work is pipe work and depends for miles simply upon the 
earth inclosure. According to the report made by the engineer 
of the company itself and according to the report made by the 
engineer of the Government, half an hour’s work with a pick and 
shovel would be able to wreck the whole system of cana peel 
by destroying part of the embankment and allow the flood to rus 
through it. A very small beginning would accomplish the entire 
destruction of the whole scheme of improvement. 

These are circumstances, sir, which I think ought to put us 
especially upon our guard against provoking the prejudice, possi- 
bly the hatred, of the people and the Governments whose territory 
is to be tranversed by this project of the Nicaragua Canal. It is 
a people facile in revolution, a people who easily resort to arms, 
who are accustomed to the conflict of war, and a people whose 
malice and whose ill will ought not to be provoked, especially if 
it be aggravated in the first instance by a violation of treaty 
obligations under the auspices or under the enactment of the 
United States, such as this company is now demanding. 

But, Mr. President, it is said by the promoters of this project— 
I mean the project named in the pending bill, and especially the 
subsidy named in the bill—that although we may not, under the 
terms of the cession, control the directorate, or transfer the direct- 
orate to any government or state, we may secure the right or 
interests of the United States otherwise. So as this is a pecun- 
iary or financial transaction, they propose to secure us against 
loss or damage by what they term a mortgage of property, a trans- 
fer of assets, collaterals which they deem ample to guarantee Us 
against loss by reason of this guaranty of their bonds. 
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Having already discussed the question and shown the impracti- 
cability of the control of the directorate and of the transfer which 
the bill makes possible, I now purpose, sir, to discuss the feasi- 
bility of the transfer of property as a financial security for this 
guaranty. They speak of a statutory lien and of a statutory 
pledge and alsoof a mortgage in hc verba of the whole property, 
real and personal, corporeal and incorporeal, of the corporation 
there. ow, sir, what property rights has this corporation in 
that country? 

I ask the question, What property rights has this company there? 
I will ask the additional question, What property rights is it pos- 
sible that this company could acquire there by the provisions of 
their original charter law? In order to determine that, I will ask 
the attention of the Senate to the original provisions of the treaty 
of cession with respect to their acquisition of proprietary rights. 
I refer to article 8. 

Article 8 provides: 

The present concession is transferable only to such company of execution 
as shall be organized by the Nicaragua Canal Association, and in no case to 
governments or to foreign public powers. Nor shall the company cede to 
any foreign government any part of the lands granted to it by this contract; 
but it may make transfers to private parties under the same restriction. 


The Republic of Nicaragua can not transfer its rights or shares by selling 
them to any government. 


There is the same provision in relation tothe Republic of Costa 
Rica. Both Republics have bound themselves in this treaty of 
cession with the corporation not to transfer their rights or shares 
to any government or any power. 
in no case to transfer to governments or to foreign public powers 
any of the rights created by this cession. It will be seen also that 
the lands ine of, the subsidy on the part of the two Republics 
to this corporation, can not be transferred to any government. 
They may be transferred to private parties, but these private par- 
ties can not transfer the lands to any government. 

With respect to these lands, I wish to call the attention of the 
Senate to the article providing that the lands granted by the Re- 
publics to aid in the construction of thecanal shall not be conveyed 
until the canal has made such progress as shall satisfy these sig- 
natory powers. Atthe present time no conveyance of any of these 
lands has been made by either of the two Republics. The title is 
wholly inchoate; it rests in equity, and the equity can not be 
enforced because the fact upon which it depends, the construction 
and progress of the canal, is not made thus far to appear satisfac- 
torily to those Governments who have at present the title to these 
lands. 

What title, then, has this corporation in this work? 
not own the land over which the canalistorun. That is provided 
forin another section. It only has aneasement—that is, the right 
to the building of the canal over such lands. It does not own the 
land it may get as a subsidy from the two Republics to aid in the 
construction of the work. They have never parted with their 
title. 
a title, because that depends upon construction and com- 

etion. 

. What real property, then, has this company? None whatever. 
What personal property? They have no personal property. The 
personal license to enter upon the lands traversed by their route 
and build the canal—of what value is that? When will it ripen 
even into an easement? Is it now the subject of mortgage? Is it 
now the subject of pledge or of lien? Certainly itis not. Itis 
only a license, carefully guarded and restricted, to the person 
named—the Nicaragua Canal Company—and also carefully 
guarded and restricted against the United States and other gov- 
ernments—a personal, a peculiar, a restricted license to do this 
work—and, while doing it, not to be subject to private action, not 


Sir, itdoes 


to be treated as a publicenemy. This is the only right which the | 


canal com 
transferable. 
any other government. Their mortgage reads that all the right 
and title of this canal company and all the personal and real 
property, as well as the right to be a win “age pea be mort- 
gaged to secure the guaranty of these bonds. I pass by the ques- 
tion with respect to whether they can mortgage their right to be 
a corporation. Take that for granted. What else have they got 
to mortgage? What else have they got to pledge? A mortgage 
is a transfer, a conveyance of real estate; a mortgage is a trans- 
fer and conveyance of an interest in real property. It is an in- 
choate conveyance. This treaty denies the right to transfer this 
concession, any of the lands, any of the incidents; and as a pledge 
or mortgage is a transfer, a transfer sought to be made by this 
act of Congress is in direct violation of the treaty, and the trans- 
fer of proprietary rights provided for in the pending bill is as di- 
rect a violation of the provisions of the treaty of cession as those 
in the bill with respect to the directorate. 
I call also the attention of the Senate to Article LIV of the 
same treaty, to show what the ultimate title to the canal will be. 
On the expiration of the ninety-nine years stipulated in this concession, or 
in the event of the forfeiture contained in the preceding article, the Repub- 
enter upon possession in perpetuity of the canal, of works of art, 


1y owns, and it is a right neither in law nor in equity 


This association is bound also | 


It does not have a title to the easement over the lands, a | 


It is not mortgagable to the United States nor to | 
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light-houses, storehouses, stations, deposits, stores, and all the establishments 
used in the administration of the canal, without being obliged to pay any 
indemnity to the company. 
& * « * . * 8 

But the company shall have the right, at the expiration of the aforesaid 
term of ninety-nine years, to the full enjoyment of the free use and control 
of the canal in the capacity of lessee, with all the privileges and advantages 
granted by the said concession, and for another term of ninety-nine years, on 
the condition of paying 25 per cent of the annual net profits of the enterprise 
to the Government of the Republic, besides the dividends due to it for its 
shares in the capital stock. 


€ * - - * «x * 

At the expiration of this second term of ninety-nine years the Govern- 
ment shall enter into perpetual possession of the canal and other properties 
referred to in the Sess port of this article, including also in this possession 
all that which is excluded in the said first part, with the exception of the 
reserve and amortization funds. The failure tocomply with any of the terms 
of the lease shall terminate it, and the State shall enter into possession of the 
canal and other works belonging to it, in accordance with the provisions of 
the preceding paragraph. 

This canal corporation, if the canal were constructed and com- 
pleted, has only an easement in it for ninety-nine years. After 
that they may become alessee. Their easement terminates as such. 
They then obtain a lease upon the canal, but that lease is loaded 
with the provision that 25 per cent of the profits shall go to the 
— of Nicaragua and to the Republic of Costa Rica, respec- 
tively. 

This treaty of concession is one in perpetuity, at least for the 
term of one hundred and ninety-eight years. It lasts a very long 
time. They wish us to step into their shoes. I ask any Senator 
whether he wishes to undertake to do this for our interest, to 
undertake the guaranty of this enormous subsidy under the con- 
dition that during the period for which it may be occupied—the 
latter period for which it may be occupied—we shall pay 25 per 
cent of the profits to these two Republics of Central America? 

The promoters of this scheme have said a great deal about its 
profitableness, about the rich returns which are to come from it. 
Sir, nobody has estimated, or can estimate with any certainty, 
what its profits will be; but if there be any net profits, 25 per 
cent of them, one-quarter of the whole amount, is already fore- 
closed and mortgaged during the entire second term to these two 
Republics. That was the provision which this corporation easily 
acceded to. They seem to have been anxious to procure this con- 
cession. They took very little thought about to-morrow, and 
especially about the remote to-morrow. But when we of the 
Government of the United States are to be subrogated, as it is 
said, to their rights, we must also consider that we shall be sub- 
rogated to their burthens. AndI do not believe that it is for the 
interest of any government in the world—I am certain it is not 
for the interests of this Government—to be subrogated to any 
rights which shall entail upon us the obligation to pay one-quarter 
of the profits of the canal to these two Republics of Central 
America. 

As showing the very sensitive feeling with which these two 
Republics regard the eminent domain now held by them and never 
abandoned, and that they do not cede the land over which the 
canal is to be built, I wish to call the attention of the Senate to 
Article XXXVII in the treaty of cession, showing the continua- 
tion of sovereignty, showing the perpetuity of the dominion of the 
Republics upon this canal route. Article XX XVII reads: 

The Government shall establish all along the line of the canal included 
between the two terminal] ports such police stations and revenue officers as 
in its judgment are necessary to preserve order in the region of the canal and 
for the observance of the fiscal laws of the Republic. All expenses incident 
to this service, including those of buildings, endowments, salaries, and allow- 
ances of employees, and transportation of the forces, shall be paid to the 
Government by the company on such terms and conditions as may be estab- 
lished, taking into consideration the requirements and necessities of such 
service. The company, however, shall have the power to establish guards 
and watchmen for the service of the canal and the enforcement of its regu- 
lations. 

Here is a right reserved, and acontinuous right reserved, on the 
part of the two Republics to police this canal, to police it by mili- 
tary force, to police it by the erection of stations and buildings, 

uasi fortifications, and to charge the expenditures occasioned by 
this exercise of their police power to the company, and make it a 
charge upon the receipts. It is not onlyin itself a very important 
and expensivecharge, but it shows the design, theemphatic purpose 
of the two Republics not to abandon their sovereignty, not to aban- 
don their dominion, not to abandon their eminent right as owners 
of this land, but to keep it, to preserve it, to reserve it, to save it, 
to secure it, at the expense and charge of the Maritime Canal 
Company of Nicaragua. 

What, then, is this proposition for a mortgage? Mr. President, 
it is a proposition to mortgage a thing which the company do not 
own, and never can own; it is a proposition to mortgage real 
estate or personal property which the company, if they did own, 
could not mortgage to us or to any other government. Such a 
mortgage would not be worth the paper it is written on. 

There is another item thought to be of very great importance 
in this discussion—in the former discussions at least of this ques- 
tion—and I had almost forgottenit. Itistherailroad. The com- 
pany had the right to build a railroad for the purposes of con- 
struction upon the same easement which the canal is to traverse. 
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I wish to call ‘the attention of the Senate to the character and 
nature of that property, and especially to its present condition and 
value. Iwill also read in this connection a description of some 
other persona! property down there, which the engineers seem to 
have regarded as the property of thecompany. I read from page 
40 of the report made by Colonel Ludlow and his associates Octo- 


ber : L895: 


rge amount of property of various kinds lay out of doors and in an 
i condition of decay—numerous steel boats and launches, hulls and 
inery rusted through: a pile of 8-inch spiral riveted pipe, intended to 
g water from a reservoir to the barracks and quarters; spare shears for 
tredges; two or three tugs and small steamboats, past all service; sev- 
al scows and lighters rotten and sunk. The five dredges bought by the 
ompany from the Panama Canal dredging contractor lay in the harbor on 
e bottom uncared for, with rusted marchinery and woodwork dropping. 
tree locomotives under cover are probably unserviceable. The machine 
10P x been used to a certain extent by the river navigation company 
for occasional repairs to their vessels, was capable of service, but, with the 
exception of the large buildings, little else could be considered as representing 
any value. 


This is a part, I suppose, of the personal property of the corpo- 
ration. So the engineers regard it. Then the engineers go on to 


state: 


While giving a brief account of the plant and constructions at Grey Town 
Harbor, where all the work connected with the actual canal building was 
done, it will be convenient to include the railroad which extends inland for a 
distan 
land 2 

The Board made a trip over the road on a hand car propelled with poles 
and the results were of interest and vaiue. 

The single track is standard gauge, laid with 60-pound steel rails, from 
Pittsburg, and 2,464 ties to the mile, and was built between May, 1890, ard 
February, 18%. 

1e ground covered is flat and swampy for the greater part of the dis 
*e,and across the wetter portion the roadbed was formed by first crib- 


x roughly, then laying a temporary track and filling with sand, most of | 


which was brought from the canal cut at Grey Town. Most of this work 
was done by men working up to their waists in water. 

Notwithstanding the exposure to the immense rainfall, the roadbed when 
examined was found in fairly good condition, and the rails gave little evi- 
dence of corrosion, but the ties were gone. Those first laid near Grey Town 
were of North Carolina pine, creosoted with 12 pounds of wood oil to the 
cubic foot, and were apparently about in the same condition as would be that 
of unereosoted ties laid for three or four years in the States. Farther out 
pine ties from Blnefields, not creosoted, were much decayed. The remain- 
der, of native timber, were entirely rotten. With a few exceptions all the 
ties must be replaced before the road can be used. 

Four and one-half miles outisa clay fill, standing well, with little indica- 
tions of wash, and leading to the bridge crossing the connection between the 
Benard Lagoon and the San Juanillo River. 

The bridge is a pile structure of ordinary type. about 125 feet long, 4 piles 
to the hent. braced and capped. The noticeable peculiarity of the bridge 
was that it had been stayed both up and down stream with wire ropes secured 
to trees, Uponinquiry it was learned that the piles had been driven through 
70 feet of soft mud. Asthe locality in question Is within a few hundred yards 
of the lagoon through which the canal line passes, the subsurface conditions, 
if continued in the lagoon, are very unfavorable features for canal building. 

Beyond the bridge crossing is the first clay cut, and farther on both cuts 
and fills are numerous. 

The cuts have heights up to 20 feet, with slopes from vertical to 45 degrees, 
and in most cases stood with an extraordinary stability under the tropic 
downpour. At several the original tool marks were still visible, both pick 
and steam shovel. In several others there had heen slides, but none of great 


extent. The ditches were generally clean, and in but few points had the | 


wash reached the rail. The surface of the cuts was in some cases protected 
by vines, but in most was quite bare unless for a minute lichen. 

As these clay euts had been exposed for over three years to the severest 
rainfall of record on this continent, and were found in better condition on 
the whole than an exposure in the United States for a single winter would 
have left them, it is evident that the absence of frost more than balances the 


tropic downpour, and for the materials in question constructions can quite | 


as safsly be designed as in the United States. 

A train of flat cars standing at siding was nearly covered with vines and 
creepers and the woodwork far advanced in decay. On the other hand, the 
natural growth in the roadbed was unexpectedly slight, although in two or 
three cases the canebrakes had invaded the track. 


On the whole, taking into account the condition of the sand dumps at Grey | 
Town and of the clay cuts and fills on the line of the railroad, it is evident 


that the heavy rainfall is not necessarily as formidable an obstacle to outdoor 
constructions as might be supposed, although the slight works in question 
must not be too confidently a as safe precedents for much heavier 
constructions, and. with work in clay, an accumulation of water must always 
be guarded against. 


It was part of the theory often announced here of the Maritime | 


Nicaraguan Canal Company that the construction of this railroad 
would make a very valuable feeder to business, both to the com- 
merce of Grey Town and to the interior ,without reference to the 


this terminus at the foothills, and that the way travel and the way 
freight would be very considerable; that the rich lands adjoining 
the right of way of the canal would in this way be settled and col- 
onized, fer it will be recollected, sir, that a million acres in this 
very neighborhood of public lands belonging to the Republics of 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua are to be conveyed upon the progress 
and completion of the canal to this company as a subsidy. It is 
said that these acres are very fertile lands; that they will be of 
the valae of $5 an acre, or probably more, when the canal is com- 
pleted. Mr. President, this railroad has been completed since 
1822. It runs right through these lands which make the subsidy. 
These lands are fertile; they sustain vast virgin forests of mahog- 
any, redwood, and other valuable timber indigenous to the forest; 
but there is no crop ever grown upon them; no part of them has 
ever been tilled; no part of them has ever been colonized or set- 


| have been public lands for one hundred and fifty yume 


» of 11) miles along the line of the canal to between the sites of Locks | 








tled. They are under water; they remain under water, like the 
canal itself; they are submarine, and it is impossible that farms 
could be made there. Public lands, of course, they are. They 


They are 


open to entry at 50 cents an acre, and have been for a century and 


a half. 

No corporation, no individual has ventured at any time to enter 
upon the problem of reducing to cultivation these public lands of 
the Republics situated between the Caribbean Sea and the foot- 
hills, the place of the terminal of this railroad. What is the con- 
dition of this railroad, which was to be accompanied with traffic, 
with commerce, with the incidents of progress and of business? 
Totally useless at present, the track being grown over in some 
parts by cane and in the other parts by vines, by undergrowth, 
the result of tropical vegetation. Sir, I have not seen any rail- 
road in this country or in any other civilized country within the 
track of commerce on which a canebrake grew, or on which 
traffic has been impeded by vines or underbrush. The truth is, 
there is no settlement and can be none along the line of this road. 
There is no value in the land, there never can be any, and there is 
no value in the railroad which it is proposed to mortgage—less 
value, if possible, than in the part of this canal, a very small one, 
which the company claims has been completed. This railroad is 
situate, as I said before, upon the right of way, but the railroad 
is simply a parallel line of steel rails. It is not and never has 
been a road in actual use or profitable operation. That is one of 
the principal items named here and insisted upon as a guaranty 
for the subsidy of $100,000,000. 

Is it possible that this company is not aware of the condition of 
that road? Is it possible that this company has not heard of this 
extraordinary trip, without parallel, a trip on a railroad on which 
the car was propelled with poles? Certainly the Maritime Canal 
Company must be well acquainted with this species of travel (it is 
here in the written report, made by the Government engineers), 
this method of transportation, and this method of communication, 
by poling a railroad car upon a sunken road over rotten ties. 
That is the franchise which is to constitute part of the security of 
the United States for making this stupendous subvention. 

Mr. President, it has become a part of the regular profession of 
operators upon public and private confidence to deal in what are 
called bogus mortgages, spurious mortgages. One of these opera- 
tors comes to a town, sometimes even to a large city. He isa 
man extremely prepossessing in appearance, with great plausibil- 
ity of address. He has what he claims are-notes, mortgage notes, 


| given for purchase money of land which he was obliged to sell at 


a great sacrifice, and consequently his paper for purchase money 
is gilt-edged, and it does not exceed one-half the value of the lands 
mentioned in his mortgage. He exhibits this mortgage and these 
notes to a person very credulous. That person is not in the habit 


| of using the caution which an attorney or other expert would in 


regard to such transactions, and although one can hardly conceive 
of a large sum of money being transferred upon such pretenses, 
yet every week the newspapers give an account of just such a 
transaction—the successful looting of some local curb broker by 
means of a spurious mortgage and mortgage notes. 

But that transaction differs very essentially from the one which 
is set out with greatcareinthis bill. In the transaction to which 
I have alluded the purchaser of the spurious notes and mortgages 


| does not be¢ome aware that the holder of them and the person 


who is supposed to have executed them never, either of them, had 


| any title or interest in the mortgaged real estate, that the whole 


thing is a fraud and an imposition. He learns that, all about it, 
all the particulars, but he does not learn them until he has parted 
with his money. 

Now, this operation proposed in the pending bill differs from the 
one of which I have spoken in the fact that the company advises, 
not on the face of the bill, but on the face of their treaty charter, 
upon the face of the report submitted here, that they have no title 


| to the land—no interest in it—that they have no sort of interest, 


and have none which they could transfer to us or to anyone else. 


| They ask us, with our eyes open, knowing the security is straw, 


construction of the canal at all; that a town would be built up at | knowing that the security is worthless, knowing that the security 


| they offer us is dross, utterly valueless, to give them $100,000,000 


, bya 


and ‘say, ‘‘We will guarantee the payment vy a mortga 
at is the difference 


lien upon securities utterly without value.” 
between the operations. 

Now, sir, the first operation, it seems to me, has always been 
extremely harsh. It might depend somewhat upon the want of 
caution in the person who parted with his money without investi- 
gation. But the operation proposed to us here has no such excuse 


| or justification for its acceptance, for we are advised in the same 


breath that the security is Peter Funk, and that the parties are 
nearly related to that distinguished citizen. I hardly seehow any- 
one can read the bill seriously. It provides in all particulars, just 
as if it were an honest transaction, that the m shall be 
acknowledged; that the mortgage shall be recorded; that it shall 
be in the Office of the Secretary of State of the United 
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States; that it shall be recorded in the capitals of the two countries, 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua, when the whole investment would not 
even pay for the origmal draft of it. The whole investment 
would not sell to-day in any market for the expenses of preparing 
and ackarutaiging the papers. At such a proposition as this, it 
geems to me, impudence itself would stand aghast. ~ 

Since the last discussion of this question in the Senate we have 
had a report by three officers especially appointed to inspect the 
line of the Maritime Nicaragua Canal Company with reference to 
its practical execution and feasibility and the cost of construction 
and completion. It is the first disinterested inspection and report 
that we have had of this line.. We had in 1874, under the Admin- 
istration of General Grant, quite a full and disinterested inspec- 
tion of the Nicaragua route, but not of this line, and I wish to 
call attention for a few minutes to sections of the report made in 
is74. There is a perpetual claim, utterly groundless, a claim re- 
peated by iteration and reiteration, that the Maritime Canal Com- 
pany of Nicaragua were the first to demonstrate the practicability 
of this work, and that as a premium for such discovery, a reward 
for such exploration, they must have a large sum of money, for 
which they have now three times asked the Congressof the United 
ptates. 

| wish to show, sir, that this claim is wholly unfounded; that 
twenty-two years ago what they claim as their discovery was well 
known and was —— as a fact ascertained under a commis- 
sion appointed by the Government. This commission was known 
as the Admiral Ammen commission. He was a member and presi- 
dent of the commission. The commission was seven in number; 
three of them were from naval and military life, four of them 
from civil life, and they wereaccompanied by two engineers, Colo- 
nel McFarland, of the Army, and Captain Heuer, also of the United 
States Engimeer Corps, who had charged upon them the particular 
details of the inspection and survey. They went by virtue of an 
act of Congress under the suggestion of the President—General 
Grant. They made their report in December, 1875. I wish to 
read a portion of their report, its conclusion, because it bears upon 
the question of exploration and discovery to which I have alluded. 


First. The general scheme is good, and the route is certainly practicable. 


That is their conclusion. Thatisthe fact which the Nicaragua 
Canal Company say they discovered first. Thatis what they claim 
as their patent. That is what oer claim as preeminent merit, 
that they determined the practicability of this route. Im Decem- 
ber, 1875, twenty-one years ago, the Government commission re- 
ported as follows: 

First. The general scheme is good, and the route is certainly practicable. 

Second. Further examinations need to be made of the country in rear of 
the proposed dams in the San Juan River, this question affecting not the 
practicability of the proposed work, but the probable cost of it. 

{hird. Additional and extensive borings need to be made in order to deter- 
mine the nature ot the material to be excavated. 

Fourth. The proposed harbor at Brito should be enlarged. 

Fifth. The harbor at San Juan del Norte or Grey Town can not be restored, 
and the propesed remedy is inadequate. A harbor must be constructed here 
in deep water, and the canal be led out to it. 

The Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua was born in 1889. 
Nearly twenty years before they were born, twenty years before 
their eyes, or the eyes of any of their agents or engineers or sub- 
ordinates, had looked upon this route, the United States Govern- 
ment, by a commission, reported that it was certainly practicable. 
But they reported also that it would cost, subject to contingen- 
cies, $140,000,000. The report was made to General Grant, and 
by him transmitted to the Congress of the United States. 

When the final estimate was submitted to the President, the 
cost of the work being estimated at $140,000,000, President Grant 
received, heard, and considered their report, and took no further 
steps in the matter. Was General Grant unpatriotic? Would 
any person claim that he was indifferent to the interests of the 
United States in this great improvement, this vast amendment to 
interoceanic communication? No, sir; he was a man thoroughly 
patriotic, of intense devotion to the interests of the country, not 
only asa citizen and a soldier, but as Chief Magistrate; a man of 
great patience, great persistence, gifted with silence beyond the 
ordinary manner of men, of great caution. 

I agree with what the honorable chairman of the select commit- 
tee said the other day—General Grant was the author of that 
phrase, now so common, that we must have at this point “an 
American canal under American control.” He had conceived and 
justly conceived that if this project was in any way practical, com- 
mercially feasible, he would enter into negotiations with the two 
Republics and directly undertake the construction and completion 
of the Nicaraguan Canal. But when he had received this report, 
examined it, especially the cost estimate, subject to contingencies, 
although he was the authorof the phrase spoken of, yet that policy— 
an American canal under American control—was dominated by 
that other splendid policy of silence. He never made any allusion 
to the project afterwards. He never made any mention of it in 
any message; he never took a further step toward its prosecution. 
e recent report to which I have alluded was made by Colonel 


Ludlow, of the Army, Captain Endicott, of the Navy, and Alfred 
Noble, a citizen of the United States and an engineer of long and 
large experience in work of this character. I wish to call atten- 
tion to this report and some of its principal features, comparing 
it with the report made by the company, as the report is confined 
to an inspection and estimated cost of the execution of the work 
upon the line which they have adopted. For it must be recol- 
lected that under the treaty of cession the Maritime Canal Com- 
pany were bound after the fashion of our statutory regulations in 
the States. When a railroad wishes tocondemn property or run a 
line, either through public lands or private lands, it has as a con- 
dition precedent to file profiles and maps of the route. It is neces- 
sary in order to extinguish the right of eminent domain and 
subject to easement public lands, and it is still more necessary 
where the right of way traverses private property. For this reason 
the maps and profiles of the Nicaraguan Canal Company were 
made the basis of this examination and the estimated cost by the 
commission composed of the gentlemen of whom I have spoken. 

I wish now, in the first place, to say that there are three very 
important and very expensive branches of the work which are 
not noticed in the report of the Government commission at all, 
simply for the reason that they are not found upon the profile or 
map of the Maritime Canal Company, not because the Maritime 
Canal Company were not obliged to finish and execute these por- 
tions, just as they are to make the main trunk of the canal, but 
because they have not submitted to the Government maps and 
profiles of the same. 

They knew that the execution of this work, the omitted work, 
would largely increase the expense and the estimates, and they 
seem to have suppressed those three works of which I have spoken. 
That is the reason for the litigation which is pending and may be 
pending for a long time and may be pending now in the courts 
between the corporation and the Republic of Costa Rica and the 
Republic of Nicaragua. The first one of the omitted or lapsed 
works to which I call attention is the Managua Canal. Managua 
is the capital of the Republic of Costa Rica, situate upon the lake 
of Managua, and while the two Republics were bargaining about 
the construction of this Nicaragua Canal they inserted in the 
cessionary treaty for their own exclusive benefit—and we will ba 
bound by that provision—an obligation to build a canal between 
Lake Managua and Lake Nicaragya, in order to place the capital 
of the Republic within reach of the ocean terminus of this canal; 
in other words, to make substantially a seaport of the town and 
city of Managua, which is now only a lake port. I wish to call 
attention to that provision of the cession: 


Within three years, to be counted from the commencement of the work 
upon the interoceanic canal, the company— 


That is, the Maritime Canal Company— 


shall, at its own expense, construct a navigable cana] between Lake Managua 
and the navigable part of the Tipitapa River, near Pasquier, of sufficient di- 
mensions to admit of the free passage of vessels drawing 6 feet and of 150 feet 
in length. When completed, this canal shall be taken possession of by the 
Government of Nicaragua, and will be, after that date, the property of the 
Republic, which, by virtue of its ownership, shall be bound to bear all expenses 
required in the future for the service, maintenance, repair, and operation of 
the canal. But che company shall have the right to make use of it for all 
purposes useful for the maritime-canal enterprise. 

There is a canal which is to be built and handed over ready for 
traffic, ready for commerce, by the Maritime Canal Company asa 

rt of the consideration for the grant of this concession. There 
is a provision which will be binding upon the United States. 
There is a provision as to which the pending bill is silent and the 
original act of incorporation is silent. 

Mr. CAFFERY. Will the Senator from Indiana permit me to 
ask him whether or not any estimate has been made of the expense 
of digging the Managua Canal alone, to connect the city of Ma- 
nagua with Lake Nicaragua? 

Mr. TURPIE. No, sir; there has never been any estimate. 

Mr. CAFFERY. It is an obligation, however, upon the part of 
the Nicaragua Canal Company to construct this particular canal? 

Mr. TURPIE. Yes,sir. It binds the assignees of the Maritime 
Canal Company also. It binds anyone who takes this contract. 
It will bind the United States if we could take it, if it were possi- 
ble to accept it. If it were lawful for the corporation to assign 
it or transfer it, they could not transfer it without its being sub- 
ject to this obligation to construct the Managuan Canal, 21 miles 
ong, connecting the two lakes of Managua and Nicaragua. 

There has not-only been no estimate, but there never has been @ 
scientific survey of the expense.of the work. The evidence in 
these reports will show that the Managua River—that is the name 
of the river connecting the two lakes, Managua and Nicaragna— 
is sometimes a dry bed and sometimes a wide stream containing a 
considerable volume of water; that a great part of it is rock bot- 
tom, and that conseqnently this work is guing to be quite expen- 
sive, and it is just as certain that it will be as obligatory as 
expensive. The Republics are not going tosurrender the right to 
have this work finished, completed, handed over to Nicaragua 
ready for use and occupation. 
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The Senate will take notice that there is a limitation of time in 
respect to its construction: ‘‘ Within three years, to be counted 
from the commencement of the work.” Those three years have 
elapsed. The Senate will take notice that in the conditions of 
forfeiture one condition is a failure on the part of the company to 
perform the work mentioned in Article X IV, to complete and con- 
struct the Managua Canal as a part of the canal system. The 
consequence is that by law they have already forfeited everything. 
In equity they have already surrendered everything. In reason 
they have already, either voluntarily or negligently—not by main 
force—given up and abandoned their contract and its principal 
provisions. They have not pretended to construct the Reneges 
Canal. 

Another one of these vast works, that is, works which we would 
be bound to perform under this treaty of cession, is the harbor at 
San Carlos and the harbor at Lajas. There are four harbors nec- 
essary for the successful operation of the canal. Two of these 
are external, one at Grey Town, on the Atlantic coast, and the other 
at Brito, on the Pacific coast. Two of them are internal, one at 
San Carlos, on the eastern side of Lake Nicaragua, where the canal | 
enters the lake on its way from the Atlantic, and the other at 
Lajas, on the western side of Nicaragua, where it leaves the lake 
to enter the Pacific. I wish to read the section of the treaty of 
cession upon that subject: 

ARTICLE XVI. 

The company shall construct, at its expense, and maintain in good condi- 
tiun two large ports, one in the Atlantic and one in the Pacific, to serve as 
termini of the canal, each of them to have a light-house of the first order. It 
shall also construct at the two points on the borders of the lake where the 
canal disembogues two ports of lesser size, with the respective light-houses. 

The company is also obliged to maintain and improve said ports by means 
of dredges, dikes, piers, embankments, or any other works it may deem 
ee having always in view the good service of the traffic through the 
canal. 

The report of the Government engineers shows no sort of esti- 
mate of the cost of the Managua Canal, the cost of the harbor at 
San Carlos, nor of the harbor at Lajas. I think that any estimate 
is purely amatter of conjecture. Itis very certain, however, from 
the evidence given that the harbor at San Carlos will be very 
expensive. That is the place where the course of the proposed 
canal enters and leaves the River San Juan upon its way to the 
Pacific. 

The evidence shows that from where the canal disembogues on 
the western side of the lake for 14 miles out into the offing the 
water shoals to 7 feet, and that a mud deposit, pure mud, is for 
that 14 miles of the varying depth of from 80 to 50 feet. Soin the 
construction of a harbor at San Carlos, a lesser harbor than the 
one at the ocean ports, but certainly large enough to afford shelter 
and anchorage for the very largest-sized vessels, a vessel of war 
drawing 80 feet, with 45 or 50 feet beam, nearly 600 feet in length, 
the excavation of a harbor suited for the anchorage of such ves- 
sels at that port will be an extremely expensive work. It will cost 
the excavation of the acreage whatever it may be, 40 or 50 acres of 
the mud deposit of which i have spoken, and then some way of 
securing the mud taken out from returning into the excavation 
and harbor. There is not a more difficult problem of engineering 
on the entire route. Yet it is omitted entirely in the estimate of 
the Nicaraguan Canal Company, and although it is mentioned, 
it has not been estimated by the Government report made last 
December. 

The same thing may be said with reference to the harbor at 
Lajas. 
still it exists. At Lajas the water shoals with a rock bottom, the 
same as that of the Managua River, and under water 3 or 4 
feet deep excavation will have to be made of the lake bottom large | 
enough to make a harbor which, under the terms of this conces- 
sion, will accommodate the traffic and commerce and the shipping 
of an interoceanic canal. 

1 will not attempt to estimate either of these items—the cost of 
the Managua cana! and the cost of the Lajas harbor, or the cost 
of the harbor at San Carlos; but I do say that they are specially 
and expressly provided for in the treaty of cession, and that there 
is no act of Congress which can relieve us from the obligation to 
complete and construct them. 

I say it is an irrational request, an unreasonable demand, a 
thoroughly wild proposition, that we should undertake to guaran- 
tee the performance of this work and enter upon its completion 
and construction without even an estimate of the cost of three of 
the principal items necessary in its prosecution. 

I say further that a corporation that will come here with such a 
proposition, so thoroughly devoid of its essential elements, so thor- 
oughly bare of the things necessary to determine its prudence, its 
expediency, ought not to be heard or considered with reference to 
the granting of a subvention of this amount. , 

I wish now to enter into some comparison of the two reports— 
the report made by the Maritime Canal Company and the report 
made by the Government engineers, the first report made to us of 
the practicability and estimated cost of the work by disinterested 
parties. 
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Grey Town Harbor is provided for in the cession not any more 
than the lake harbors to which I have alluded. For Grey Town 
Harbor the company found it impossible not to make an estimate, 
They seem to have n aware of the fact that before the canal 
would be of any use there must be a way of reaching it from the 
ocean. I wish to read something with reference to the descrip- 
tion of Grey Town Harbor, from report of the Government engi- 
neers, on page 85: 

1.G T Harbor.—Th trance to the harbo: b * 
pany is: Seo near the on le of the cman ine, and, as 7 toleek on a 
anying map (Plate XVIII), should be moved eastward about a mile and 
alf, the present lagoon to be used as the inner harbor and connected wit 
the entrance by a canal with a bottom width of 200 feet. The harbor through- 


out should be dredged to 30 feet below low water, and its depth increased 
to 6 fathoms at the entrance. 


That is the general conclusion with respect to the dimensions 
and character of the harbor at Grey Town, a very important point, 
because it stands at the very entrance of the canal. The estimate 
of the board for the completion of that work, shown on page 96 of 
the report, is $4,480,000. The estimate of the Maritime Canal 
Company for the completion of the same work, the harbor at 
Grey Town, is $2,151,000. The item for dredging necessary in the 
Grey Town Harbor, under the Government estimate, is $3,000,000, 
The item for dredging alone, under the report by the Government 
engineers, exceeds the whole expense of the estimate by the Nica- 
ragua Canal Company. The item for stone pitching is $300,000, 

l should like toinquire the meaning of the term “stone pitching” 
or to call the attention of the Senate to it, because in the estimate 
of the Canal Company it was said that the dump taken out of the 
harbor would make embankments, docks, and sides itself suffi- 
cient to withstand the tides, the waves, the storms, and the nec- 
essary friction which follows in the wake of vessels moving in a 
harbor. This commission advises a large expenditure for stone 
pitching, and they advise us what that stone pitching is. It isa 
revetment of stone reaching from the top of the designed embank- 
ment down below the water, so that the embankment of earth is 
to be lined with stone, and they report that it is absolutely neces- 
sary not only on account of natural conditions, but to resist the 
action of the water disturbed by the wheels and propellers espe- 
cially used in steam navigation. 

I call attention to the animus—the very manifest animus— 
which lies concealed in the difference between these two estimates, 
The Nicaragua Maritime Canal Company, in estimating the 
amount of money necessary to make the harbor there, estimate 
it at $2,151,000; to be simply expended without the hope, without 
the chance of a harbor being constructed; to be wasted in an 
abortive attempt to construct a harbor. 

I come now to the harbor at Brito. 

Mr. VILAS. Before the Senator passes to that point, I should 
like to ask him if I am correct in understanding that there are 
five items which the Maritime Canal Company’s engineer entirely 
omitted from consideration and which the Government engineers 
found absolutely necessary to include in respect to that harbor? 

Mr. TURPIE. There are three. I come now to the harbor of 
Brito, page 102 of the Government report. Thatis aharbor at the 
Pacific terminal of the canal. It is called a harbor now by way 
of courtesy. There is not even a place for a harbor. It is a 
straight beach vay ong indented in the general line of the coast. 
The harbor is to made by building solid walls out into the 
water partly, and by excavating the land on the landward side 
That is the plan both of the Government engineers and of the 
canal company oe. The company’s estimate for this work 
was $1,920,000. e board’s estimate is $4,398,000. The dredging 
provided for by the estimate of the Government engineers amounts 
to $1,687,000, lacking only about $300,000 of the whole sum esti- 
mated by the company. The stone estimated for in the break- 
waters of this harbor, the means by which the harbor is to be made, 
by which the water is to be fenced, if you will allow me the 
expression, is estimated by the Government engineers at $2,535,- 
00U—about half a million more than the company engineers esti- 
mated for the whole work. Here is the same pu of endless 
expenditure without the slightest prospect of completion orreturn. 

I come now to another large division of the work, called Lake 
Nicaragua, page 99. The company’s estimate of that work is 
$1,969,000. The board’s estimate is $3,907,000. The estimate of 
the Government engineers is very nearly twice that of the board 
of the Nicaragua Canal Company. ese are very important 
works. They relate to the extension of the canal into the lake at 
San Carlos and Lajas. The canal proper is estimated for. The 
harbors are not even mentioned. 

I come now to the San Juan River, on page 99 of the Govern- 
ment report. There are about 69 miles of this canal which are 
proposed to be constructed by the use of the San Juan River as 4 
channel of navigation. There are four princi rapids in the 
river, and the estimate to be made and the work to be done is to 
remove the rapids, the stone in them, so as to admit vessels draw- 
ing 30 feet, to make the channel wide enough and deep enough 
for ocean vessels of the largest size. That estimate, according to 
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the company, is $1,975,000. According to the Government board's 
estimate it is $14,866,000, a difference of $13,000,000. I think that 
is a showing which exhibits the enormity of suppression that 
was designed in the report and estimate of the Maritime Nica- 
ragua Canal Company. They could not have had the slightest 
idea of giving to the Senate or the country any conception of the 
real amount of money necessary for the construction of this canal | 
and the completion of the enterprise. 

I will admit with great willingness that men may make a mis- 
take in estimates, that men may make a serious mistake in the 
statement of accounts, that men, even the most skillful, may 
possibly make mistakes in the estimate of costs; but a mistake in 
such a particular of $100,000 would be a large one. It would be | 
one, I think, that would attract everybody's attention. It would 
be one that would cause comment upon the carelessness of the 
engineer, and cast even suspicion on the character of his work. 
But this is not a mistake of $100,000. Here is no error even of 
one million, or two million, or three million dollars, but an error 
of $13,000,000 in such a plain jobas taking stone from the bottom 
of a river, every inch and foot of which was capable of being 
measured with the foot, with the rule, with the level, and known. 
They knew what the depth of the canal would be; they knew 
how much water floated over the stone, and how much stone 
under the water must be excavated before the water could take 
the place where the stone was situated. There does not seem to 
be any demand here for engineering skill; there is no overwhelm- 
ing necessity for engineering ability; but there is a demand for 
common honesty and conscience in making this estimate, and 
that demand is not supplied by anything in the history of the 
Nicaragua Maritime CanalCompany. They have not the material 
to supply it. They talk about their abundant resources. It takes 
some conscience to make an estimate to do good work. That 
material is wholly lacking in this work. 

I come to another principal division of the work—the Ochoa 
Dam, pages 98 and 99 of the Government report. The Ochoa Dam 
is astructure—perhaps I ought to use more guarded language—it 
is a pro structure, an anticipated dream in stone of a dam 
across the San Juan River at Ochoa. It is wholly fanciful so far. 
The estimate by the company of the cost of this structure, this 
dam across the San Juan River at Ochoa, is $977,273. Itembraces 
seven different items in the estimate; but that is the total. It is 
less than $1,000,000. The San Juan is a great river, delivers many 
thousand cubic feet of water every moment, has a tropical current, 
swift, treacherous, subject to enormous floods, having tributaries 
nearly as large as itself, every way difficult of control. Itis one of 
the wildest streams—not tame, not docile. The proposition to dam 
it is a very bold one; the conception of retarding and delaying the 
delivery of its waters is a very bold one, but not impossible. 
Time and money will build the Ochoa Dam, but not for less than 
$1,000,000. 

The estimate of the Government board of engineers upon the 
cost of the Ochoa Dam is $4,000,000—four times as much as 
the estimate of the Nicaraguan Canal Company. There is not an 
item which I have noticed so far, and there will be none in the 
future, in the sequel, which does not display the same animus of 
concealing the cost of the work and of hiding the responsibility 
of the United States in undertaking this guaranty for furnishing 
the subsidy for its construction. Every single estimate was made, 
as these two reports show, with that plain proposition, purpose, 
and intention, for no corporation could have made repeatedly these 
enormous errors without a motive, and that motive is expressed in 
the provision, the words, the syllables, and especially the figures, 
$100,000,000 of the pending bill. 

I come next to what is called the La Flor Dam, and I wish to 
read some description of it. I read from page 74 of the report of 
the Government engineers. I will, in order to attract attention 
to this perusal—I do not know whether I shall be successful in 
doing that—state that there is no history of engineering, no history 
of estimates, no report made to any government upon the surface 
of the planet which has such an extraordinary character in it as 
the report submitted upon the subject of the La Flor Dam. 


At a place called La Flor, 3.8 miles from the Pacific terminus and 13.9 miles 
from the lake, the valley of the Rio Grande is narrowed by two steep hills to 
a width, on the valley floor, of 1,600 feet, at an elevation of 40 feet above mean 
tide, and a width of 2,000 feet between the summit-level contours of eleva- 
tion 110. The company proposes to build a dam at this point of sufficient 
height to raise the water to elevation 110, thus extending the summit level, 
asa ¥ stated, to within 3.8 miles of the Pacific, forming a capacious basin 
of some 4,000 acres in the valleys of the Rio Grande and Tola. This arrange- 
ment would facilitate navigation by substitut a basin for 4.6 miles of 
canal, and would solve the question of the of the flood waters of the 
Tola by permitting their free discharge into the basin. . : 

ly designed, the La Flor or Tola Dam, as it is indifferently 
known, was, like the Ochoa Dam, to be a“ rock fill,” and to be constructed in 
the same way, with a weir on the crest for the discharge of the Rio Grande 


This plan has been modified more recently by providing a solid concrete 
core for the dam, backed with a stone and earth embankment on both sides, 
and loca a weir in the saddle of an ane 

This weir is to discharge the drainage of the valley, and, as the board is 
is = y informed, about 60 per cent of the surplus discharge of the lake water- 


by the com 


ng the 
considered 


The question as to what disposition to make of the Gostnage durin 
construction of the dam or its masonry core has not yet been fully 


The La Flor Dam, per se, is a much more formidable construction than 
that proposed at Ochoa, in regard both to its volume and the head of water 
it has to sustain. 

Upon these facts the board of Government engineers deems the 
project of a 90-foot dam impracticable, and omits altogether the 
consideration of its construction. They do not submit any esti- 
mate for the construction of the La Flor Dam. They say that the 
design is not worthy of consideration. They do, however, sub- 
mit an estimate for the cost of the work upon what they call the 
lower level, omitting the La Flor Dam entirely from the scheme 
of the improvement. I read again from page 87 upon the same 
subject: 

Thorough search should be made in the vicinity of the site now proposed 
for the Ochoa Dam for the most advantageous location of the structure, and 


the full nature of the foundations and the shore connections be exhaustively 
ascer 
~ & - f ~ « * 

10. The Lajas-Rio Grande route, adopted by the company, to connect the 
lake with the Pacific, is preferable to any other that has been examined. 
The information with reference to the site of the ypoepoese La Flor Dam indi- 
cates that its construction is impracticable, and an alternative low-level 
route, which offers no epoca difficulties in construction, avoids any neces- 
sity for it. This alternative line may follow either the right or left bank in 
the Rio Grande Valley from a point 9.2 miles distant from the lake, which 
would constitute the western limit of the summit level. The northern or 
right-bank route has been located by the company. The southern or left- 
bank route should be fully located and bored to determine its relative merit. 
It has the advant of evel complication with the discharge from the 

v 


Tola watershed and the cost of diverting the —— Rio Grande, and the dis- 


advantage of requiring more diversions of the Rio Grande in the main valley. 

I have read extensively from these reports for the purpose of 
showing that in the opinion of the board of Government engineers 
the project of the La Flor Dam is thoroughly impracticable and 
not to be considered. 

I now call attention to the estimate of the Nicaraguan Canal 
Company for the La Flor Dam upon their scheme, which is $1,306,- 
670. They propose to throw that much money away; and -the 
report goes on to show that after it had been demonstrated that 
the route by the La Flor Dam is thoroughly impracticable, the 
company yet prefers it, and declines to abandon it. It is the map 
and profile of the company which will control the line upon which 
the work is to be executed. It will not be the directors who will 
have any possible control of that matter. They will have nothing 
to say; they will not have anything to do about it. It will not be 
the United States engineers who will prepare the estimates. The 
main line will be that which has been heretofore reported on the 
map and profile of the canals to the Governments of the two Re- 
publics, and approved by them, as was required by the treaty of 
cession, to which I have alluded. The Nicaraguan Canal Com- 
pany filed this map and profiles six years ago in the capitals of 
the two Republics, making the La Flor Dam project a part of that 
map and profile. It is an unchangeable thing under this bill by 
any act of Congress. The project of the La Flor Dam was de- 
clared by our engineers to be thoroughly impracticable, and the 
company is aware of that, and yet it persists in not abandoning 
the original line. 

Four thousand acres of reservoir are to be made, by which the 
level limit is to be raised to 110 feet—a reservoir exceeding the 
largest made in the United States, protected by earthen embank- 
ments, except the stone core, which is a little wall like a stone 
fence covered up with earth—a reservoir exceeding in size, and 
immensely exceeding in the volume of water to be contained in it, 
Croton or any of the reservoirs in the United States, is to be pro- 
tected only by this work in clay, and that is insisted upon by the 
company after it has been declared to be an impossibility by offi- 
cers of the Government. This is another instance of the penetrat- 
ing, permeating dishonesty of these estimates, the dishonesty of 
this enterprise as undertaken by the corporation. 

One reason they do not go on the low-level line is, as they claim, 
thatit will be more expensive than the La Flor Dam. Of course it 
will, if they build the La Flor Dam under their estimate. The Gov- 
ernment engineers have submitted a very careful estimate of all the 
expense upon the low-level line, which will avoid the La Flor folly. 
The La Flor Dam is a perfect key to the company’s map and pro- 
file of the work. The whole eastern portion of the work rests on 
the La Flor Dam, yet to hide the $1,306,670, to conceal, to keep out 
of notice, to deprive the taxpayers of the knowledge of it, they will 
estimate and undertake an impossible work, thrusting intoambush 
more than one-half of the money it would require to finish one 
which would be safe and feasible. 

The total estimate of the board, subject to contingencies to which 
I shall subsequently call the attention of the Senate, I find re- 
peated in their report—the indefiniteness of the basis upon which 
the estimate is made, and the uncertainty and defects in the bor- 
ings and other local examinations—subject to these contingencies, 
the estimate of the board of Government engineers is $133,000,000 
for the completion of the canal. The estimate by the Maritime 

Company was $66,000,000. 


itis OE Baim et OMe, EM a ay 0 “ 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


This appears from the conclusion of a report of the Government 
engineers, which is as follows: 


2%). The official estimate by the company of $66,466,880 is insufficient for the 
work. Inseveral important cases Nef apne pee must be greatly i ‘ 
and in numerous cases the unit prices do not make proper allowance for the 
difference in cost of work between the United States and Nicaragua. 

21. The provisional estimate by the Board is $133,472,893. It should be un- 
derstood that the existing data are inadequate asa basis for estimating the cost 
of many of the structures; some portions of the work may cost more, others 
less, but in the judgment of the board the entire project can be executed for 
about the total amount of its estimate. 

22. For obtaining the necessary data for the formation of a final projec 
eighteen mouths’ time, covering two dry seasons and an expenditure o 


$350,000, will be required. 
WILLIAM LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A. 
MORDECAI T. ENDICOTT, 
Civil Engineer, U.S. N. 
ALFRED NOBLE, 
Civil Engineer. 


Mr. VILAS. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr.COCKRELL. One moment before that is done. 

Mr. VILAS. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There are quite a number of unobjected 
pension cases on the Calendar, the consideration of which Sena- 
tors are calling for now and then, and I suggest that the Senate 
proceed to consider those cases. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DANIEL in the chair). Is 
there objection? 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not want the Nicaraguan bill displaced. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Oh, no; it will be laid aside without preju- 
dice. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not know when theSenator from Indiana 
[Mr. TuxpPre] will close his remarks. I should like to ask him 
when he will conclude. Will the Senator likely occupy a longer 
time in this discussion than to-morrow? 

Mr. TURPIE. I do not know that I shall conclude to-morrow; 
but at this time I remind the honorable Senator that I can not 
definitely say. 

Mr. MORGAN. My inquiry was only in reference to the fact 
that when the Senator gets through his speech I propose to ask 
the Senate to fix a time to vote on the bill. Is not do that 
while the Senator from Indiana has the floor. 

Mr. CULLOM. If the Senator from Indiana has concluded his 
speech, I ask leave to call up the legislative, executive, and judicial 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. TURPIE. I have not concluded my speech, and said so. 
I retain the floor with the liberty of resuming, by the courtesy of 
the Senate, to-morrow. I have concluded for the present. 

Mr.CULLOM. Iunderstood the Senator had closed his remarks 
for the day. 

Mr. TURPIE. Yes, sir; for to-day. 

Mr. CULLOM. I therefore move, as I understand there is no 
Senator on the floor, that we proceed to the consideration of the 
legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill. 

Mr. MILLS. I move that the 
ation of executive business. We have some business of that kind 
to attend to, and we had better do it this =e 

Mr. VILAS. I withdrew the motion that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business only upon the understand- 
ing that the arrangement such as was asked by the Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL] would be made. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That was, to consider unobjected pension 
cases on the Calendar. 

Mr. VILAS. If those bills can not be proceeded with, I think 
I am entitled to the floor to renew my motion. 

Mr. CULLOM. I hope the Senator will not insist upon that. 
The legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill was 
very nearly concluded yesterday evening, and I should like to get 
it through the Senate as early as possible. I think it will take 
bat very little time. I should myself like to have an executive 
session before we adjourn, but I believe the appropriation bill 
‘will not occupy so much time as to prevent that. 

Mr. VILAS. I presume the Senator from Illinois will recall 
the fact that yesterday when this bill was taken up and considered 
with great rapidity, until some 118 pages were dis of, the 
Library matter was then laid over for the reason that Senators 
who were likely to be interested in its disposition were not pres- 
ent on account of the lateness of the hour. The same objection 
seems to obtain at this time. 

Mr. CULLOM. LI agree to what the Senator says, but we passed 
over certain amendments for the purpose of having a greater 
number of Senators es than were here at that time, and for 
the purpose also of allowing Senators to examine the amendments. 

Mr. STEWART. Let the bill be taken up in the morning hour 
to-morrow. 

Mr. CULLOM. If it may be understood that I may call up the 
dill in the morni ing hour to-morrow, I am willing to yield now. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Oh, no, 


Senate proceed to the consider-- 
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Mr. CULLOM. I want to get the bill t the Senate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I can not agree to it up in the morn- 
ing hour to-morrow. 

e PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Hitt in the chair). If there 
is no agreement reached by Senators, the Chair will entertain any 
motion that is proper. 

Mr.CULLOM. TheSenator from Wisconsin [Mr. Vu.as] states 
that he made the motion for an executive session, but vielen to 
the suggestion of the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Senator from Wisconsin yielded to mo 
in order that we should take up the unobjected pension cases on 
the Calendar, so as to save the time of the Senate in being asked 
on Senators to take up this and that particular pension 

Mr. CULLOM. We can take = pension cases at almost 
any hour when an appropriation bill is not in the way. The 
appropriation bills have the right of aa and I should like to con- 
clude the legislative appropriation bill as early as possible. I 
do not want to be too persistent about it, however. 

Mr. VILAS. I do not wish for a moment to stand in the way 
of the consideration of the appropriation bill, but I think the Sen- 
ator from Illinois will ize that the very same reason which 
had caused him to request that the bill should be passed over last 
evening is just as — at this time. 

» Mr. CULLOM. I think not. I think Senators are nearly all 
ere. 

Mr. VILAS. There are some Senators absent who are always 
particularly interested in the Library. 

Mr. CULLOM. They ought to be here. 


INTERNATIONAL MONETARY CONFERENCE, 


Mr. CHANDLER. I desire to make a suggestion, and that is 
that at an early day I shall ask the Senate to act upon the bill 
(S. 3547) to provide for the representation of the United States by 
commissioners at any international monetary conference hereafter 
to be called. I have delayed calling up that bill because of the 
pendency of the question in reference to the tearing up of the 
pavements in the District of Columbia, which has been argued at 
such great length by Senators, and because there are one or two 
other measures that I did not wish to interfere with. I would 
venture to ask the indulgence of the Senate, therefore, that that 
bill be taken up after the routine morning business on Monday 
next and the consideration of it proceeded with. I hope there will 
be no objection to unanimous consent to that request. 
oe yn ey eee oe the Chair understand the 

nator from New Hampshire to make a suggestion? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I ask unanimous consent that the bill - 
3547) to provide for the representation of the United States by 
commissioners at any international monetary conference hereafter 
to be called may be taken up for consideration on Monday next 
at the conclusion of the routine morning business. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Why not take it up now? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Because there are Senators who may desire 
to propose amendments to it, and I do not wish to take it up in 
the absence of those Senators. 

Mr. STEWART. Does the Senator want to antagonize the 
unfinished business with that bill? 

Se Unless the meat from Nevada — at 
great , [shall expect to pass it on Monday next ore the 
eT a shall be reached. : 

Mr.STEWART. That wasnotthequestion. I asked theSenator 
if he expected to antagonize the unfinished business? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I should not until I had consulted the Sen- 
ator from Nevada. 

Mr. STEWART. Then you will not do it. ter. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I would not do it without consulting him. 
* Mr. QUAY. What is the question before the Senate, Mr. Presi- 

ent? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire has made a request of the Senate. 

Mr. CULLOM. there is no motion ing, I move that the 
Senate to the consideration of the legislative, executive, 
and judicial appropriation bill. 

Mr. CHAN . Lho Sat ee ee See 

Mr. VILAS. I should like to ask the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire if we ought not to have present when that request is 8 
some of the Senators who desire to be present and offer amend- 
ments? 

Mr. CHANDLER. That is the very reason why I suggest next 
Monday at the close of the routine morning business. 

Mr. VILAS. I do not in any objection to taking up the 
bill at any time, but I thought the request to fix a time for taking 
it - should be made when Senators interested in it are present. 

. CHANDLER. The Senator will bear in mind that I make 
no request that it shall be taken up and considered until it is fin- 
ished, but I think it is of sufficient importance to be taken at 
that time. If we can then finish it, well and good; if not, 
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will be delay, and there certainly will be delay in order that any 
Senator who desires po be here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection tothe 
of the Senator from New ire that the bill to w he 
refers shall be taken up on Monday next for consideration imme- 
diately after the close of the routine morning business? 

Mr. MORGAN. I wish to suggest to the Senator from New 
Hampshire that he ask that the bill be taken up on Tuesday, 
because Monday afternoon has been assigned for eulogies on the 
late Speaker 5 e : 

Mr. CHAND: ; will suit me just as well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICE The request of the Senator from 
New Hampshire is modified to Tuesday, after the routine morn- 
ing business. 

Mr. CHILTON. Iwish to make a as a 
nnanimous consent is granted to the * r from New p- 
shire, will it not interfere with the bill set for 2 o'clock on Monday 
next, the bankruptcy bill? ; 

Mr. COCKP4LL. Oh, no; it can not interfere with that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The a is that the bill be 
taken up in the morning hour before 2 o'clock. Is there objection 
to the request of the Senator from New Hampshire? The Chair 
hears none, and it is so ordered. 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CULLOM. Iask unanimous consent that the unfinished 
business may be temporarily laid aside, and that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the legislative, executive, and judicial 
appropriation bill. ae 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Mlinois asks 
unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of the bill named by him, the Ni Canal bill, which is 
pending, to be temporarily laid aside for that purpose. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. QUAY. I shall object, unless there be an understanding 
that we shall have an executive session before adjourning this 
afternoon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. With the understanding that 
there shall be an executive session this afternoon. The Chair 
hears no objection, and it is so ordered. , 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. 9643) making appropriations for the leg- 
islative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for 
the fiseal year ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes. _ 

Mr. CULLOM. On page 19, and on three or four succeedin 

ages, there are some proposed amendments to the bill which, 
yelieve, have not been read. I ask that the Secretary now read 
them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendments referred to 
will be stated in their order. ; 

The SecreTary. On page 19, line 22, the Committee on Appro- 
priations reported an amendment to strike out: 

For Librarian, $5,000— 

And to insert: 

For Libraria Congress, © President, by and with 
the ae once of the Beoate: $5000 wee Libreria shall make 
rules and regulations for the government of the Library of Congress, to be 
approved by the Joint tee on the Library. 

Mr. CALL. The amendment which has just been stated will 
come up in the Senate, I take it. Am I right? 

Mr. ALDRICH and Mr. MILLS. Yes. 

Mr. CULLOM. It will. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Any question in respect to the 
amendment can be raised when the bill reaches the Senate. 

Mr. MILLS. We are now as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CALL. I give notice to that effect. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment reported by the Committee on Appropriations. 

The amendment was agreed te. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 
the Committee on Appropriations was, on page 20, line 5, after the 
word “work,” tostrike out * and the custody and care of the new 
Library building, and only under such rules.as the Librarian of 
Congress may preseribe;” so as to read: 

For the following, to be selected by the Librarian of Congress, by reason of 
eee for the work of the Library, including the copyright work, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 21, line 23, after the word 
“namely,” to strike out ‘‘one assistant, $2,000” and insert. 

1 orm all the duties relating to 
cpp see in S40, he al peal Ss aes 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, and make monthly reports to the = 
tary of the Treasury and to the Librarian of Co and shall on and after 
July 1, 189%, give bond, payable to the United Statesin the sum of with 

by the Secretary of 


sureties the Treasury, for the 
charge of . 


And on 22, line 18, before the word “‘ thousand,” to strike 
a *and insert ‘‘ thirty-six;” so as to makethe clause 
read: 


t department: For the following, under the direction of the Li- 
calteontone necessary for the execution of the copyright law, namely: 
Register of copyrights, $3. who shall om all the duties relating to 
soprrighte, except the intment of clerks, and shall make weekly depos- 
its 7 Secretary of 

t 


Treasury, and make monthly reports to the Sec- 
ae the Liverke of Congress, and shall on and 
after July 1, 1897, give . payable to the United States, in thesum of $20,000 
with sureties pueraces by the peewee ae the Treasury, for the faithfu 
discharge of his duties; two clerks, at $1, each; two clerks, at $1,600 each; 
three clerks, at $1,400 each; ten clerks, at $1,200 each; ten clerks, at $900 each; 
two clerks, at $720 each; in all, $36,440. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 22, after line 18, tostrike out: 


Custody, care, and maintenance of new Library building: For custodian, 
$3,000; clerk, $1,600; messenger; captain of the watch. $1,200; twelve watchmen; 
chief engineer, $1,500; five assistant engineers, at $1.000 each; ten firemen; 
electrician, $1,200; three elevator conductors, at $720 each; three mechanics, 
at each; ten laborers (skilled), at $720 each; ey Pte in all, 
$49,440: Provided, That all persons employed in said Library of Congress 
shall be appointed solely with reference to their fitness for their peculiar 
duties, without reterence to their political or party affiliations, and shall 
be removed for cause only. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 23, after line 18, to strike out: 


For fuel, lights, repairs. and miscellaneous supplies, $35,000, to be immedi- 
ately Ane}. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 23, after line 20, to insert: 


Custody, care, and maintenance of Library building and grounds: For 
superintendent of the Library building and grounds, to be appointed by the 
soca one a oe —_ and ~ases ape epee 5,000; and said 
su nt isburse all appropriations or and on account of 
the Library and Library building and grounds, and shall on and after July 
1, 1897, give a to the United States in the sum of $30,000, with 
sureties ae by the Secretary cof the Treasury, for the faithful cdis- 
charge of duties; and for the employment by said superintendent of all 
necessary clerks, messengers, watchmen, engineers, firemen, electrician, ele- 
vator conductors, mechanics, laborers, charwomen, and others for the proper 
custody, care. and maintenance of said building and grounds, $46,440; in all, 
$51,440: Provided, persons employed in about said Library of 
Congress under the Librarian or the superintendent of the Library building 
ooeeciar dr shall be appointed solely with reference to their fitness for their 

cular duties. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 24, after line 15, to insert: 


For fuel, lights, repairs, and miscellaneous supplies, $35,000, to be immedi- 
ately available. 7 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 24, after line 17, to insert: 


The officer now in charge of the construction of the building for the 
Library of is hereby authorized and directed to terminate his 

t — assume the custody, care, and maintenance of the said 
E and grounds on and after March 4, 1897, appoint the employees un- 
der his-e . procure necessary furniture for the said building, and remove 
into it the Library, including the copyright collections, furniture, etc., but 
exclu the Law Library, and superintend the completion of such contracts 
i to the construction of said building as may remain unfinished on 
4, , the total cost of such completion not to exceed the sums stated 
in said contracts. The said officer disburse the funds pertaining to the 
duties and rations hereby assigned to him, and shall receive compensation 
therefor in full at the rate per annum provided by the joint resolution ap- 
= April 2, 1896, to be paid out of the appropriations for said Library 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, on page 25, line 14, after the word 
*@ ded,” to insert “* by said officer;” and in line 21, after the 


‘word ‘‘ building,” to insert ‘‘and grounds;” so as to make the 


clause read: 


For furniture for Library reading rooms, halls, copyright offices. etc., a 
sum not exceeding $50,000, and for expenses of removal of Library and copy- 
right collections to the Library building, a sum not exceeding 96.000, aro 
hereby respectively authorized to be expended by said otticer, on and after 
the passage of this act, out of any unexpended balance of the appropriations 
heretofore made for the completion of the building for the Library of Con- 
gress, and a sufficient amount of all further unexpended balance of said 
aeenine 8 be available for the yr including personal serv- 
ae the custody and care of said Library building and grounds until July 

° 4. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 26, after line 8, to insert: 
The rooms and all space now occupied by the Library of Congress in the 


Capitol buiiding shall not, after the removal of said Library, be occupied, 
either D wy, ween J or temporarily, for any purpose whatever until so 
ordered by Congress. 

The amendment was agreed t 


0. 

Mr. CULLOM. That concludes all the amendments which the 
committee have recommended. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I wish to offer an amendment. 

Mr. COCKRELL. We did not finish an amendment of which 
I gave notice last evening, on page 114. I move to strike out all 
after the word ‘‘ dollars,” in line 23, down to and including the 
word ‘‘ marshals,” in line 12, on page 115. Then we will have the 
matter in conference. 

Mr. CULLOM. Iam willing that the lines referred to shall bo 
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stricken out, with the understanding that we will look into the 
matter more carefully between now and the time when the bill 
goes into conference, 

Mr. BATE. Iask that the matter proposed to be stricken out 
may be read. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The SzcreETARY. It is proposed to strike out all after the word 
** dollars,” in line 23, page 114, down to and including the word 
‘‘marshals,” in line 12, page 115, as follows: 

Provided, That section 24 of the act of May 28, 1896, eegepureytintiens 
for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government, for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and for other purposes, be and is hereby 
amended by striking out the words “ Indian Territory or.” so that said act 
shall apply to the Indian Territory except as herein otherwise provided: 
Provided further, That the provisions of sections 19, 21, and 22 of said act shall 
not apply to the Indian Territory: Provided further, That each of the district 
attorneys in the Indian Territory shall receive a az of $4,000 per annum, 
and Saale of the marshals shall receive a salary of $4, per annum and give 
bonds as other marshals. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Missouri. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I desire to move an amendment on page 23, 
line 3, where it reads: 


Purchase of books for the Library, $4,000. 


I have been amazed, as a good many other people have been, at 
the way we have gone on fora good many years appropriating 


$5,000 for the Library to purchase books of all kinds—the expen- 


sive books relating to the sciences, philosophy, history, and all 
that. Five thousand dollars a year never would purchase what 
we ought to buy of the products of the press in America and in 
Europe. 

maw in the pending bill it is only $4,000, For the purchase of 
law books for the Library $1,500 is to be appropriated; a similar 
sum is proposed to be appropriated for books of reference for the 
Supreme Court, and $1,500is given for the exchange of public docu- 
ments with foreigngovernments. Yougiveto those ees? 
limited fields more than you give to the whole of the great field of the 
Library. Hereisthe Library, I have forgotten the exact number, 
but with perhaps 775,000 volumes, and only $4,000 is appropriated 
annually to continue buying the books that absolutely ought to be 
bought. Of course we add a great many books to the Library 
every year through the process of the copyright, but a multitude 


of them are such as we would never buy if they did not come to | 


us in that way, a great mass being very light trash. 

I move to strike out “four” and insert ‘‘eight;” 
** $8000.” 

Mr. CULLOM. I appreciate the fact that this is a very small 
sum to be provided for the purchase of books in a great library; 

et it seems to me, and I think the committee takes that view of 
it, that we had better wait until we get the Library into a build- 
ing where we can see what there is, get it classified, and then we 
will know wherein it is lacking. e can then begin to make 
liberal appropriations for the purchase of books. I think the Sen- 
ator, perhaps, had better wait until the Library is moved. We 
have an immense number of books and pamphlets piled about; 
we hardly know what they are, and if we did we could not get at 
them. But after their removal and classification we shall begin 
to see wherein we are lacking, and then we can make appropria- 
tions with intelligence and supply whatever deficiencies may 
exist in the Library. 
and merely suggest this consideration to the Senator from Con- 
necticut. . 

Mr. HAWLEY. The brains of the Librarian are easily moved 
to the new building. He knows whatthe old Library is and what 
its wants will be when it gets into the new building. He will be 
able from time to time to attend to this without any serious inter- 
ruption to his other business. 

Mr. CULLOM (to Mr. HAWLEY). ape es make it $6,000. 

Mr. HAWLEY. If $8,000 is too much, I will say $6,000. I will 
modify the amendment by moving to strike out ‘‘four” and in- 
serting ‘‘ six,” 

Mr. CULLOM, Personally I have no objection to the amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from Connecticut as 
modified. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CULLOM. Let the Secretary make the change in the total. 

The Secretary. In line 13, page 23, it is proposed to strike out 
**eleven ” and insert “‘ thirteen;” so as to read: 

In all, $13,900, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, that change 
will be made. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Ioffer an amendment to which I call the 
attention of the Senator in charge of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The amendment will be stated. 

The Secretary. On page 34, line 11, it is proposed to strike 


so as to read 


I appreciate the importance of the matter, | 
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out the word ‘‘ four,” before ‘ dollars,” and insert ‘‘five;” and in 
line 11 to strike out the words ‘‘three dollars and twenty cents” 
and insert ‘‘ four dollars; ” so as to read: 

Foreman of bindery, $5 per day; four binders, at $4 per day each. 


Mr. GALLINGER. I will say—I feel sure that the Senator in 
charge of the bill will permit the amendment to be made—that a 
similar amendment was inserted in the last appropriation bill. 1 
went into conference and, unfortunately, was lone there. I hope 
that this amendment will be allowed to go into the bill and that it 
will not be lost in the shuffle in conference this year. 

I will state that the amendment concerns only three or four men 
whose salaries were reduced a few years ago, and their present 
pay is below that which is being paid to men occupying similar 
positions in other Departments of the Government whe 0 similar 
work. I trust the Senator from Dlinois will let the amendment 
go in, and he can investigate the matter in conference. 

Mr. CULLOM. Such an amendment was made in the Senate 
last year, and it went out as the result of the work of the confer- 
ence committee. 

Mr. GALLINGER. That is what I said. 

Mr. CULLOM. And the committee thought it hardly worth 
— tomake it again. Personally I am willing to let the amend- 
ment go in. b 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from New 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GALLINGER. If the Senate will permit me, I should like 
to have printed in the Recorp,in connection with the simple 
wr I made, a letter from the men affected by the amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The letter will be printed in the 
RECORD, if there is no objection. The Chair hears none. 

The letter is as follows: 


ing to 
pshire, 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 20, 1897. 

Sir: We, the undersigned bookbinders of the stationery division, Treas- 
ury Department, petition your honorable body, the Senate, to restore to us 
the compensation we received prior to the Dockery Act of Jan 12, 1895, 
and invoke your favorable consideration and influence in our behalf. 

The duties imposed upon us as bookbinders are such in character as to re- 
quire a thorough knowledge of all branches of the trade, much of the work 
being difficult of execution and requiring oie in the perform- 
ance thereof. Raple ees at the Government ting Office ceompen- 
sated at the rate o per day for this class of work, and we believe that we 
have been unjustly discriminated against in reducing our pay. The serv- 
ices we perform necessitate the handling of. valuable documents, often of a 
confidential character, such as Secret Service reports, written records of thé 
De ent, and bonds. 

he former salary of the foreman of this division should also be restored. 


The foregoing facts are respectfully submitted and we that 
tition will be favorably considered. ' os — 


W. M. RICKETTS. 

JOHN McCONNELL. 

T. D. CORNWELL. 
ECKLOF 


ED. T. F 
JOHN V. SHEA. 
Hon. J. H. GALLINGE 


R, 
United States Senate. 


Mr. GALLINGER. I move to amend the total as indicated on 

ig = I sent to » _— . xs 
e SECRETARY. Inline 14, e 34, it is proposed to strike out 
** $31,243.40” and insert ($32, 5bB. ° 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McBRIDE. I am directed by the Committee on Public 
Lands to offer an amendment. In line 23, page 100, I move to 
strike out the words ‘‘six thousand five hundred” and insert 
*‘eight thousand;” so as to read: 


ro surveyor-general of Oregon, $2,000; and for the clerks in his office, 


Mr. CULLOM. That is exactly asec te the estimate, and 


I am willing to let the amendment go into the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. e question is on agreeing to 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from Oragon. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McBRIDE. To complete the amendment, in line 24 I move 
to — out “eight thousand five hundred ” and insert ‘‘ ten thou- 
sand. 

Mr. CULLOM. That change will be made as a matter of course. 
It is a mere change in the total. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The SecreTaRy. Inline 24, page 100, it is proposed to strike out 
“ eight thousand five hundred ” and insert ‘‘ ten thousand; ” so a8 
to read: 


In all, $10,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on concurring 
in the anrendments made as in Committee of the Whole. , 

Mr. HOAR. I wish to say for myself that I have not been dis- 
pat to interfere with what the Senate as in Committee of the 

hole has concluded to be best in rope to dealing with the 
national Library, which is to be removed from the tol and to 
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assume very much larger proportions as a publicinstitution. But 
Iam satisfied that very soon the nati Library must be gov- 
erned in some such way as the Smithsonian Institution is now 
overned, and that the present method of government will be 
ound inadequate and unsatisfactory to the people and to Congress. 

The great ee and ability of the present Librarian make 
it pretty sure that any method of Seon that institution 
will be reasonably satisfactory so long as his services are spared; 
but I expect that very soon it will be found necessary for the two 
Houses of Congress to a for a permanent rearrangement 
for the future which will involve the imitation and expansion of 
the scheme now in operation in regard to the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution. 

Mr. CULLOM. I only wish to say that the Committee on Ap- 
propriations had the question of providing for a board of regency 
under consideration, and after much discussion and argument 
pro and con the committee concluded, I think unanimously, that 
we had better adopt the policy or scheme set forth in the pending 
bill as a somewhat tentative arrangement, hoping that we might 
get the way clear fora better arrangement later on if it shall seem 
necessary to undertake to provide for one. That is all I desire to 
say in reference to the matter. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I do not desire to interpose any 
objection to the passage of the bill, seeing that there seems to be 
somewhat general indifference to the subject of the Library. I 
think after the eae of $6,000,000 by the Government of 
the United States for the construction of a library building and 
the conduct of a great — library, there ought to be some con- 
siderable dignity attached to its operation and management. 

The pending bill provides nothing. There is no objection to the 
Librarian—if Mr. Spofford shall be appointed—having the author- 
ity conferred in the bill. I es of that. There is no objec- 
tion to the superintendent of the building having the management 
and control of it, but the Congress of the Uni States ought not 
to part with the authority to create these offices and to control the 
management of the building and the Library. The present archi- 
tect who has built the great building ought, by concurrent reso- 
lution, to be named as the superintendent of the building, and the 
Librarian, Mr. Spofford, ought to be named by a concurrent reso- 
lution of Congress. Whocan tell whom the President may select, 
whether these two-most appropriate men or not; and the Senate 
will have only the right to object to that selection. Here are two 
men most prominently connected—one with the construction of 
this sesautinine edifice, and the other with the operation of the 
Library, the control and care of the books—both of them left with- 
out any provision; left to the discretion of the President, without 
any power on the part of Congress to provide for their continuance 
in office. 

The architect under General Casey, and now the architect and 
superintendent of the building, Mr. Green, has constructed the 
building from the foundation upward, and he has done it with an 
economy, with a degree of taste, with an architectural ability that 
is signal and will distinguish him through all time. The Libra- 
rian who has so long been in charge of the Library is another 
instance of eminent fitness for the position. They are both of 
them by this bill left to the contingency of the President's selec- 
tion. 

Now, more than that, Congress can not alter that condition 
except by the repeal of this bill, or by overcoming the action of 
the President by a two-thirds vote if they should attempt to 


— the act. 

y this bill, when enacted into law, ag forever puts it 
out of their power to control the Library. It now loses its name 
and function of a Congressional Library, and becomes a national 
or Presidential Library, beyond the control of Congress, except 
by the President's consent. It completely separates the Library 
from the control of Congress. 

Then, again, how many distinguished men in every State of 
this Union would be glad to be associated in some shape with 
this great institution, the Library? Why not, according to the 
example of England in her great library associations, have the 
distinguished scholars, the great literary men of this country be 
named as regents in connection with this institution, and why 
should not the Joint Committee on the Library of the two Houses 
of Congress have control and be the active managers of the 
Library? You would then surround it with great aoe: You 
would attract to it the respect and the regard of the people of the 
country. 

Now, we have no power overit. The mere fact that the rules and 
regulations shall be made with the approval of the Library Com- 
mittee of the two Housesamounts to nothing, and the whole scheme 
is simply a divesting of all power on the part of Congress. It is 
done upon the idea that there is something in the Constitution of 
the United States which forbids the creation of an officer, even if 
he be an employee of Congress, except by the nomination of the 
President. Yet this plan is _= to the objection that neither does 
the Constitution authorize the Librarian by statute to appoint 
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officers or employees any more than you could do so by resolution 
of Congress. 


The Constitution says Congress may vest the power in the head 
of a department. You do not make this a department, and yet 
you provide that these two officers shall create the offices and 
a all the officers who are necessary for the management of 

is building and the conduct of the Library. So, in every point 
of view, whether it be upon constitutional objection or in respect 
of the dignity which should attach to this great institution, or as 
a matter of policy by which we would attract to it the affections 
of the great masses of the people—the literary men, the scholars 
of the country—from every point of view it is objectionable to put 
this great institution under the entire control and management 
of two men whom I would select for those offices by joint resolu- 
tion of Congress, but whom I would surround with the support 
of the scientific and literary men of the United States. 

I think the scheme is an objectionable one. There should be a 
regent appointed from every State. Every man who attains 
national eminence should participate in the honor and distinction 
of being connected with this great national institution, which 
could easily be done after the manner in which associations— 
library associations—are conducted in England, and the commit- 
tee of the two Houses should be the operating and managing 
trustees, to whom all matters should be referred. 

I desire to express my dissent from the provisions of the bill in 
regard to that matter. 

r. CULLOM. I hope we will now proceed with the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on concurring 
in the amendments made as in Committee of the Whole. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to 
be read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

EXPOSITION OF GAS APPARATUS AND AvPLIANCES. 


Mr. BRICE. I had Senate joint resolution No. 184 referred to 
the Committee on the Library, but, owing to the absence from the 
city of members of that committee, I ask unanimous consent that 
the committee be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be put upon its passage. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Ohio asks 
unanimous consent to discharge the Committee on the Library 
from. the consideration of a joint resolution the title of which wiil 
be stated. 

The SECRETARY. A joint resolution (S. R. 184) authorizing the 
Smithsonian Institution to participate in the Exposition of Gas 
Apparatus and Appliances, to be held in Madison Square Garden, 
New York City, January 27 to February 6, 1897. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request 
of the Senator from Ohio that the committee be discharged? The 
Chair hears none. 

Mr. BRICE. Iask for the present consideration of the joint 
resolution. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

Mr. BRICE. I move to amend the joint resolution, in line 4, by 
striking out the words ‘‘and directed” after the word “‘author- 
ized;” so as to read: 

That the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution is hereby authorized to 
— in the Exposition of Gas Apparatus and Appliances, to be held, 
etc. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRICE. I move further to amend the joint resolution by 
striking out, in line 9, after the word ‘‘ authorized,” the words 
“and directed.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate as amended, and 
the amendments were concurred in. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

YACHTS OF FOREIGN YACHT CLUBS, ETC. 


Mr. QUAY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. FRYE. Iask the Senator from Pennsylvania to yield to 
me, that I may ask unanimous consent for the present considera- 
tion of a bill which will probably not take five minutes. It is 
House bill 8038, for the protection of yacht owners and shipbuild- 
ers of the United States—a very short bill. 

Mr. Wes I will yield for that purpose, and for that only. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine asks 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the considera- 
tion of a bill which will be read for information. 

The Secretary read the bill (H. R. 8038) for the protection of 
yacht owners and shipbuilders of the United States, and by unani- 
mous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 
to its consideration. 

Mr. FRYE. It is the unanimous report of the Committee on 
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Commerce. TheSenatorfrom Missouri [Mr. VEst] filedanamend- 
ment which he said he proposed to offer, but I saw him a few mo- 
ments ago and he told me that he did not desire a vote on it and 
had no objection to the passage of the bill. It has been delayed 
now nearly a year because three contracts had been made before 
the bill was presented for the building of yachts abroad which 
cost $1,500,000. The contracts having been made under existing 
law, I delayed the bill until those three yachts entered. So there 
is nobody I know of in the world who objects to the measure. 

Mr. GRAY. I should like to ask the Senator from Maine 
whether the exemption which I heard stated in the reading of the 
bill applies to citizens of the United States who own foreign-built 
yachts? 

Mr. FRYE. Citizens of the United States under the original 
law became members of foreign yacht clubs and then contracted 
for the building of very costly yachts abroad, and thus obtained 
the privileges of the old law. The old law was enacted simply 
that we might get the models of sailing yachts. We got, under 
the law, models of sailing yachts until we were ready to furnish 
them with models. But, under the law, they got into the habit 
of building expensive steam yachts and thus getting all the ad- 
vantage of low tonnage tax and low entry and low clearance. 

Mr. GRAY. Under the present state of the law, can a man go 
to England and have a yacht built and come to this country and 
escape the tariff taxes? 

Mr. FRYE. All tariff taxes, all entrance fees, all clearance 


fees, all tonnage tax; and these big steam yachts have been escap- |* 


ing. 

Mr. GRAY. And have an American registry? 

Mr. FRYE. No, s.r; the owner does not take an American 
registry at all. 

Mr. GRAY. Why not? 

Mr. FRYE. Because a foreign-built vessel can not get an 
American registry. 

Mr. GRAY. He-sails under the American flag? 

Mr. FRYE. He puts up any flag he wants to put up. 

Mr. GRAY. Ilask for information, if the Senator will-excuse 
me, because I think it is a matter of some imterest. Was there 
not a question about one of these foreign-built yachts being liable 
in some way to tariff duties? 

Mr. FRYE. ‘Yes, and it was decided against the United States 
under this law. : 

Mr. GRAY. Does not the Senator think they ought to be 
liable? 

Mr. FRYE. ‘They can not come in any more if the bill passes. 

Mr. GRAY. They can not come in at all? 

Mr. FRYE. No. 

Mr.GRAY. That is all right. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. QUAY. Ihave agreed to yield to the Senator from Texas 
[Mr. CHILTON}. 

Mr. CHILTON. I-will not insist. Iwill give my place tothe 
Senator from Indiana {Mr. TurPI£]. I am much obliged to the 
Senator from Pennsylvania. 


CAPT. JOHN W. DODD. 


Mr. TURPIE. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (8.3491) granting an increase of pension to Capt. 
John W. Dodd. ; 

There beimg no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to place on the 
pension roll the name of John W. Dodd, of Indianapolis, Ind., late 
a member of Company A, Fourth Regiment Indiana Volunteer In- 
fantry, and to pay him a pension of $50 per month, in lieu of the 
amount he is now receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CULLOM. Iam almost inclined to.ask the Senator from 
Pennsylvania to yield to me to have a little pension bill passed, 
regarding which a Representative from my State has urged me a 
good many times, and I have neglected to call it up. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There are a great many pension bills on the 
Calendar. There is a way to proceed with justice and equality, 
and that is to take up all the pension bills and consider them. 

Mr. CULLOM. I yield to the Senator from Pennsylvania to 
make his motion to go into executive session. 

Mr. QUAY. Imove that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded tothe con- 
sideration of executive business. After seven minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 5.o’clock p. m. ) 
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, January 21, 
1897, at 12.0’clock meridian. 


Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate January 20, 1897, 
PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Subsistence deportment. 

Col. Thomas C. Sullivan, assi eral of sub- 


: mn 
sistence, to be Commissary-General of Subsistence, with the rank 
of brigadier-general. 


Cavalry arm. 

Capt. Louis Henry Rucker, Ninth Cavalry, to be major. 

Capt. Eli Lundy Huggins, Second Cavalry, to be major. 

First Lieut. Philip Pendleton Powell, adjutant, Ninth Cavalry, 
to be captain. 

First Lieut. Lloyd Milton Brett, adjutant, Second Cavalry, to 
be captain. 

Second Lieut. George Tayloe Langhorne, Third Cavalry, to be 
first heutenant. 


_ Second Lieut. Ulysses Grant Kemp, Eighth Cavalry, to be first 
lieutenant. 


‘ Second Lieut. Charles Young, Ninth Cavalry, to be first lieu- 
enant. 


Second Lieut. Alfred Charles Merillat, Eighth Cavalry, to be 
first lieutenant. 


Second Lieut. Robert Bruce Wallace, Second Cavalry, to be 
first heutenant. 


Second Lieut. Francis Cutler Marshall, Eighth Cavalry, to be 
first lieutenant. 
Infantry arm. 


First Lieut. James Berryman Jackson, Seventh Infantry, to be 
captain. 


Second Lieut. Joseph Dugald Leitch, Twenty-fourth Infantry, 

to be first lieutenant. 
POSTMASTERS. 

William H. Healy, to be postmaster at Fonda, in the county of 
Pocahontas and State of Iowa. 

Jacob 8. Groff, to be postmaster at Newtown, in the county of 
Bucks and State of Pennsylvania. 

John C. Jones, to be r at Titusville, in the county of 
— — ae orida. 

oel D. Cruttenden, to. be postmaster at Bayfield, in the count 

of Bayfield and State of Wisconsin. — y 


John Hornstein, to be postmaster at: Boone, in the county of 
Boone and State of Iowa. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 20, 1897. 


The Honse met at 12.0’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. CouDEN. 


a Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 
REPRINT OF A REPORT. 
Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I am informed 
that the report of the majority of the committee in the contested- 
election case of Yost vs. Tucker, from Virginia, has been exhausted, 


and I ask unanimous consent thata reprint be ordered for the use 
of the members. 


There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

RAILROAD BRIDGES ACROSS THE CUMBERLAND AND TENNESSEE 
RIVERS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the amendment of the Sen- 
ate to the bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad bridges across the 
Cumberland and Tennessee rivers in Kentucky. 

The Senate amendment was read and concurred in. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 1 ask unanimous 
mere and for the present consideration of ‘the:resolution I send to 

e . 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I am forced to object, for the 
— it is the desire of = on eo. 
Cham to proceed at once wi © regular order, so we 
may reach the contested-election case. 

r. WALKER of Massachusetts. This will only take a moment, 
I will say to the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. BA . ‘We have hada dozen requests from this side of 
the Chamber to allow matters to be taken up this morning, but 
have been compelled to make objection to all of them. 

The . The Clerk call the committees for reports. 

The Clerk proceeded with the call of committees. 

AMERICAN REGISTER—BARK E. C. MOWATT. 
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up on behalf of the 
committee the bill (H. R. 9734) to ide an American register 
for the bark EF. C. Mowatt, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Commissioner of Na tion is hereby author- 
ized and directed to cause the pea bark E. C. Mowatt, owned by citi- 
zens of the United States, to be as a vessel of the United Sta 

Mr. PAYNE. lIask for the reading of the report, which fully 
explains the bill. 

The report (by Mr. PayNE) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries, having had under 
consideration the bill (H. R. 9734) to provide an American register for the 
bark Z. C. Mowatt, report the same as follows: 

This was and wrecked d a hu abandoned at 
sea, and picked up by the British steamer Anerly March 9, 1 in 22° north 
latitude, 91° west longitude, and towed by the Anerly into St. Thomas, West 
Indies. The bark left St. Thomas July 14, 1896, in tow of the tug C. W. Morse, 
and was towed into New York Harbor with her o still in, arriving Jul 
24, 1896. The hull was underwriters to Gustavus A. Miiller an 
John W. Mowatt, of Philadelp both citizens of the United Siates, for 
$3,750. The bark has been tho 'y repaired and put in a stanch and sea- 
worthy condition in United States shipyards at a cost of $12,723.09, which 
amount is in excess of the requirements of the general law relative to the 
registry of wrecked foreign-buiit vessels (section 4136, Rev. Stat.). 

‘As this case conforms to the general law referred to in all yengects. except 
that the vessel was wrecked on the bigh seas instead of within waters of 
the United States, your committee ve she should be registered as a ves- 
sel of the United States, and accordingly report the bill favorably, with a 


recommendation that it pass. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was ee the third time, and passed 

On motion of Mr. PAYNE, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


AMERICAN REGISTER—STEAMER MENEMSHA. 


Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I desire also to call up the bill 
(H. R. 8557) to provide an American register for the steamer 
Menemsha. 

1 will state that this bill is precisely similar to one that was 
passed last session which originated inthe Senate. I move, there- 
fore, that this be permitted to lie upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The Committee qn Foreign Affairs was called. 

Mr. DRAPER. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the committee, I 
desire to call uw 
Lieut. William 
King of Spain. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the gentleman that 
this bill does not seem to be on the House Calendar. 

Mr. DRAPER. No; it is on the Private Calendar, No. 834. 

The SPEAKER. Under this call only bills on the House Calen- 
dar are in order. This, the Chair will state, is practically a pri- 
vate bill, and does not come within the rule. 


MUSTER AND PAY OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN. 


Mr. HULL (when the Committee on Military Affairs was called). 
Mr. Speaker, I ask to take up the bill (S. 2101) to extend the pro- 
visions of an act to provide for the muster and pay of certain offi- 
cers and enlisted men of the volunteer forces. 

The bill was read at length. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that this bill is also on 
the Union Calendar, and would not be in order under the call. 

Mr. HULL. Then, Mr. Speaker, I ask to take up the House bill 
_ is on the Calendar, which is precisely the same as the Senate 

ill. ' 

The SPEAKER, It ought to be on the same Calendar. 

Mr. HULL. It carries no appropriation, let me say. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But it ought to be on the same Calendar as the 
Senate bill, of course, and would not be in order under the call. 

_ Mr. HULL. It makes no appropriation, although it may result 
in one finally. 

Mr. LO Ub. It is subject to the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has to interpose objection, because 
the bill does not come within the purview of the rule. 

Mr. HULL. Very well; I will withdraw the bill. 


RELIEF OF CERTAIN TELEGRAPH OPERATORS. 


Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I call up, on behalf of the committee, 


the bill (S.319) for the relief of telegraph operators who served in 
the war of the rebellion. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized and 
to prepare a roll of all persons who served not less than ninety da 

in the operation of military telegraph hnes during the late civil war, and to 
issve to each, uw ade plication, it appears that his service was not 
creditably perf , or to the tatives of those who are dead, suit- 
able certificates of honorable service in the mili te ph corps of the 
Army of the United States, stating the service , the length of such 
service, and the dates, as near as may be, between which such service was 
performed: Provided, That this law shall not be construed to entitle the per- 


Sons herein mentioned to any pay, pension, bounty, or rights not herein 
Specifically provided for. ” 


cCarty Little to accept a decoration from the 


Senate joint resolution No. 76, authorizing | 


The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I would like the gentleman to make 
some explanation of this bill. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, the only explanation for the bill is 
that the telegraph corps, during the war, performed very efficient 
and faithful services. They were civilian employees; and from 
General Sherman down tothe present time they have been recom- 
mended for some Congressional recognition of their services. It 
has been the unanimous testimony of all officers that they per- 
formed services of great value to the Government; and although 
they were civil employees, they could not leave the field and the 
service, as other employees could do. They do not ask for com- 
pensation or pay of any kind, nor do they ask for pension, but ask 
the benefit of this legislation for their families, simply that they 
may have a certificate of the services rendered. it is purely an 
honorary matter that carries no expense. It has been recom- 
mended for fifteen years by the offic rs and by the Department. 

Mr. TERRY. There is noconsiderable expense involved in the 
bill? 

Mr. HULL. There is no expense whatever, or only a trifling 
expense for the printing of certificates to give to each man who 
served in the telegraph corps during the war. 

Mr. TERRY. I understand that these members of the tele- 
graphic = were simply employees of the Government. 

Mr. HULL. Virtually that. 

Mr. TERRY. But they often went into dangerous places. 

Mr. HULL. They had dangerous places, went upon the field, 
and set up their instruments and established their lines, a service 
that the Generals of the Army and the War Department have con- 
tinuously recommended should be recognized in this way. The 
bill is guarded so that it can not be made the basis for any pay or 
emoluments, or even for any pensions whatever. 

Mr. TERRY. I have no special objection to the bill; but I sug- 
gest to the gentleman another class of employees who were fre- 
a very great danger, and that was the teamsters who 

rove the supply wagons, especially when the fellows on the other 
side were quite hungry. [Laughter. | 

Mr. HULL. Iask for a vote, Mr. Speaker. 

The bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. HULL, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I have nothing more that I am cer- 
tain is on the proper Calendar for consideration in this hour. 

The Committee on the Public Lands was called. 

FEES OF REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I am directed by the Committee on 
the Public Lands to call up the bill (H. R. 9948) to amend subdi- 
vision 10 of section 2238 and to repeal subdivision 12 of section 
2238 of the Revised Statutes of the United States. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That subdivision 10 of section 2238 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

“Tenth. Registers and receivers are ee ea at a rate not exceed- 


ing 10 cents per hundred words for testimony reduced by them to writing for 
claimants in all cases.” 


Szc. 2. That subdivision 12 of section 2238 of the Revised Statutes of the 
OCnited States is hereby repealed. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I think it is due to the House that 
there should be a brief explanation of this bill. It is intended to 
take the place of a bill that was vetoed by the President some 
time ago. The new bill has been so drawn as to omit that part 
that was held in the Presidential message to be objectionable. 
The bill provides for the taking of depositions and evidence in 
land cases at 10 cents a hundred words, and also provides for 
striking out that part of the law which gives 50 per cent excess in 
land offices west of the Rocky Mountains and in the Rocky Moun- 
tain region. ‘The bill passed the House and the Senate, but there 
was a proviso in it that required registers and receivers to make 
contracts for the taking of testimony at less rates even than 10 
— hundred words if persons could be found to take it at 
the reduced rates. This provision was objected to in the message 
of the President. 

Mr. TERRY. What is the real object of the bill? 

“Mr. LACEY. The sole object of the bill is to put these fees in 
the land offices in the Rocky Mountain region and west thereof at 
the same rate as in Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Territories 
and States farthereast. Originally the expense of livingin the far 
West was much ter, and the fees were made 50 per cent higher. 
That reason no longer exists. in the judgment of Members and 
Delegates living in that region, and they have asked to have the 
rates changed to the same figure paid in other parts of the Union. 

Mr. TERRY. ThePresident did not object to that at all, did he? 

Mr. LACEY. Notatall. Only one point was objected to, and 
that is omitted from the present bill. ° 

Mr. BRODERICK. Does it change the fees elsewhere? 

Mr. LACEY. It does not, except as to the taking of testimony. 
It is now 15 cents a hundred words, and this bill makes it 10. 
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Mr. SHAFROTH. It reduces the fees from 15 cents a hundred 
words to 10. . 

Mr. TERRY. Is this a unanimous report? 

Mr. LACEY. A unanimous report. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Itis unanimously reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LACEY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. LACEY. Wehave nothing further on the House Calendar. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions was called. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I am authorized by the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions to call up the bill H. R. 9785, 
No. 1491 on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say to the gentleman 
that that is not admissible. In order to be admissible under this 
call a bill must be on the House Calendar, not the Private Cal- 
endar. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK. This is on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. It is not admissible. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLart, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment bills 
of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 2941) granting increase of pension to Alfred P. 
Buss; and 

A bill (H. R. 8726) to provide for the payment of certain claims 
against the District of Columbia by drawback certificates. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed bills 
of the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House 
was requested: 

A bill (S. 3355) to provide for organizing a naval battalion in 
the District of Columbia; and 

A bill (8. 3543) for a public building at the city of Altoona, Pa., 
and appropriating money therefor. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with- 
out amendment the following resolution: 

Resolved by the House.of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That the 
Attorney-General be, and is hereby, authorized and instructed to print as an 
appendix to his last annual report full copies of all telegraphic and other 
correspondence between the Department of Justice and public officers, pri- 
vate persons, railroad companies, and their officers and agents in the year 
1894, relative to the disorders in the city of Chicago, fil., during said year, 
and to the action taken by the Government of the United States in suppress- 
ing the same. 

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1690) 
granting a pension to Richard Brookins. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed the fol- 
lowing resolution; in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That there 
be printed 20,000 extra copies of Bulletin No. 33 of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, entitled The Cotton Plant: Its History, Botany, Chem- 
istry, Culture, Enemies, and Uses, of which number 6,000 copies shall be for 
the use of the Senate, 12,000 copies for the use of the House of Representa- 
tives, and 2,000 copies for distribution by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

SENATE BILL AND RESOLUTION REFERRED. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bill and 
resolution were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
follows: 

A bill (8. 8543) for a public building at the city of Altoona, Pa., 
and appropriating money therefor—to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

Senate concurrent resolution— 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurrjng), That there 
be printed 20,000 extra copies of Bulletin No. 33 of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, entitled The Cotton Plant: Its History, Botany, Chem- 
istry, Culture, Enemies, and Uses, of which number 6,000 copies shall be for 


the use of the Senate, 12,000 omnes for the use of the House of Representa- 
tives, and 2,000 copies for distribution by the Secretary of Agriculture— 


To the Committee on Printing. 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE, YOST VS. TUCKER, TENTH DISTRICT, 
VIRGINIA, 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. 
committees is complete, I call up the contested-election case of 
Yost vs. Tucker, from the Tenth district of Virginia. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Mc- 
CALL] calls up the contested-election case of Yost vs. Tucker. The 
resolution in connection with this case will be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Jacob Yost was not elected a Representative in the Fifty- 


fourth Congress from the Tenth Congressional district of the State of Vir- 
ginia, and is not entitled to a seat therein. 

Resolved, That H. St. George Tucker was duly elected a Representative in 
the Fifty-fourth Congress from the Tenth Congressional district of the State 
ef Virginia, and is entitled to a seat therein. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts, 


Mr. Speaker, if the call of 
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Mr. WALKER of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I desire to rise to q 
parliamentar ee: 

The SPEAKER. e gentleman will state it. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. And that is, whether there should 
not now be offered the substitute prepared by the minority? 

The SPEAKER. It is proper to offer the substitute now. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I offer the substitute. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the substitute. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That H. St. George Tucker was not elected a Representative to 


the Fifty-fourth Congress from the Tenth district of Virginia, and is not en- 
titled to the seat. 


Resolved, That J. Yost was duly elected as a Representative from the Tenth 
Congressional district of Virginia to the Fifty-fourth Congress, and is entitled 


to the seat. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I have consulted 
with the minority members of the committee in regard to the di- 
vision of time, and I am inclined to think that we will get along 
better by making no agreement at the outset as to the time when 
the vote shall be taken. It is desired that the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. WALKER] who makes the minority report should 
have control of the time for the minority and that I, who make 
the majority report, shall have control of the time for the ma- 
jority, and I would ask that that agreement be consented to. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Massachusetts asks that 
he have control of the time of the majority in the debate and that 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. WALKER] have control in op- 
position. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears 
none. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I yield to my colleague on the 
committee, the gentleman from Pennsylvania . CODDING]}. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 1 just want to ask 
one more parliamentary question. e contestant in this case 
desires to be heard in his own behalf. 1 understand it requires 
unanimous consent; and I now make that request, that I may be 
permitted to yield him time, out of my time, of course, and that 
he be allowed to address the House in his own behalf. I under- 
stand that this has been very frequently done in this House. The 
gentleman is an ex-member of the House. He is more familiar 
with the facts and the law in the case than anyone else in this 
House, and I hope it will be the pleasure of the House to allow him 
in my time to address the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia asks that the 
contestant may be allowed to address the House in the time allotted 
to his side of the question. Is there objection? 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I have no disposition to object, but 
I think it would be well enough to be understood how much time 
is to be yielded to him. 

‘ The SPEAKER. Under that agreement, he can not exceed one 
our, 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. One hour. 

The SPEAKER. With that understanding, is there objection? 

After a pause.] The Chair hears none. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts yields to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. CODDING. Mr. Speaker, it is, I think, well understood 
that this case comes from Elections Committee No. 8, and that it is 
a contest on the election of November, 1894, held in the Tenth dis- 
trict of Virginia, the contestant being the Hon. Jacob Yost, and 
the contestee the sitting member, Hon. Henry St. George Tucker. 

His notice of contest embraces thirty-eight specifications, cover- 
ing matters in all the twelve counties and two cities ees 
the district. The evidence, exhibits, and papers cover almost 
printed pages, and have had the careful attention and scrutiny of 
this committee. 

Two members of the committee dissent from the conclusion 
reached, to wit, that the contestee is entitled to retain his seat, and 
their views will be presented to you with vigor and ability. 

At the outset, I consider it my privilege to refer to the character 
of the parties. Mr. Yost has been, on previous occasions, a Repre- 
sentative from Virginia, and by virtue of the election of 1896 will 
soon again take his seat here. He is known to the committee asa 
gentleman of distinguished ability, personally worthy of the posi- 
tion in controversy, and far from the taint which clings to num- 
erous cases which are brought here solely under the influence of 
laws far too greatly favoring such contests. That he believes in 
the justice of his claim will not be in question. 

The contestee, Mr. Tucker, has served in three Congresses pre- 
ceding the present, enjoying the esteem, regard, and confidence of 
his associates, and I say with assurance there are few, if any, 
within sound of my voice who will believe him a party to any 
fraud or to the promotion of any i ities. 1 say further 
that I confidently believe he would not for one instant retain that 
seat if he considered it acquired by any wrongful act done or 
encour by him. 

The official return of the election gave the contestee a plurality 
of 892. Five candidates were named upon the official ballots. 
three of whom received altogether less than 1,000 votes out of 
— — cast. All the rest were for the parties to this contest, 
or in dow 








1897. 





The election of 1894 was the first trial in Virginia of the so-called 
Walton law, which gave to electoral boards the preparation of 
ballots and concealing from all others — the printer the 


size, style, and contents of the ballots which alone should be used 
at public elections. These ballots were intended to comprehend 
some features of what we commonly call the Australian system, 
giving, especially to the educated voter, a secret vote. ? 

The electoral rds in each county and city were selected by 
the legislature, and these boards appointed a registrar for eac 
voting precinct, who attended to the registration and transfer of 
voters. The electoral board alsoappointed the judges of election, 
three in each precinct, who are to be competent, able to read and 
write, and, if possible, from persons known to belong to different 
political parties. s 

Each voter appearing at election must apply to one of the judges 
for an official ot, which the voter must carry into a votin 
booth, where ‘‘ he shall then draw a line with pen or pencil throu 
the names of candidates he does not wish to vote for, leaving the 
name or names of the candidate or candidates he does wish to vote 
for unscratched.” 

Further important provisions I now read from the statute: 

No name shall be considered scratched unless the pen or pencil mark extend 
through three-fourths of the length of said name; and no ot save an offi- 
cial ballot above provided for be counted for any person. When, as to 
any office, more t one name remains unscratched, the ballot for that par- 
ticular office shall be void, but the ballot as to any other office for which onl 
one name remains unscratched shall be valid. He shall fold said ballot with 
the names of the candidates on the inside and hand the same to the judge of 
election, who shall place the same in the ot box without ony inspection 
further than to assure himself that the ballot is a genuine ballot, for which 

urpose he may, without loo! at the printed de of said ballot, inspect 
the official seal upon the back thereof: Provided, It shall be lawful for any 
voter to erase any or all names printed upon said official ballot and substitute 
therein in writing the name of any person or persons for any office for which 
he thay desire to vote. 

The Congressional office was the —_ one mentioned upon the 
ballot of 1894, and some inferences are drawn from this fact which 
will hereafter appear. The census population of the district was 
155,188. The aggregate official vote was 24,674. 

After the beginning of the present contest, pursuant to orders 
of courts, furthered by agreements between ore. a general 
examination and recount was had of all the ots returned to 
the clerks’ offices. This recount disclosed 28,438 votes. It leaves 
1,021 votes undescribed, because — were destroyed by various 
election boards and were not returned. The result of this recount, 
or rather scrutiny, is to bring into view about 2,000 ballots not 
counted or computable because the voter had left two or more 
names unscratched upon the ballot. It further enabled this com- 
mittee to pass upon a number of ballots ofa character which had 
caused them to be rejected by some boards and counted by others. 
They present three general features for classification. 

First. Ballots from which the voter had scratched the title to 
the office voted for, which the law uires to be upon the ticket, 
erasing likewise everything else except the name of one candidate, 
which thereby stood alone upon the ballot voted. Such ballots are 
termed ‘‘caption marked.” Section 3 of the Walton act prescribes 
that the ballot shall contain “the title of the office printed or 
written,” and speaking for myself and in the belief that the rights 
of voters are the gift of law, and are not inherent, I regard the 
question as a close one. But our committee, consjdering the fact 
that but one office was voted for, and hence no error could arise 
as to the intention of the voter as to the office, have computed the 
ballots according to the names found upon them. This adds to 
Yost’s vote, but does not elect him. 

Second. ‘‘Blotted or blurred ballots.” These are such ballots 
as were marked or scratched with ink, and folded before the ink 
was dry, left a blot or blur oe the name which the voter prob- 
ably intended to leave untouched. Such ballotsare not numerous, 
and as the parties themselves upon these ballots, they are 
counted according to the finding of the parties. This makes an 
addition to Yost’s vote, but not sufficient to elect him. 

Third. Ballots styled “imperfect” are brought into this case. 
The Walton act prescribes that ‘‘no name shall be considered 
scratched unless the pen or pencil mark extends through three- 
fourths of the length of said name.” : 

Considerable space in the report of the minority is devoted to 
this question, pages 12, 13, 14, and 15 being notably presented for 
scrutiny. 

The real question, however, Mr. Speaker, is not upon the wis- 
dom of the law, but whether it is the law governing tie count of 
such ballots, and in this the report of our chairman is conc 
in as the opinion of a large majority of the committee. There 
must be somewhere the right to prescribe or decide what shall be 
a lawfully marked ballot, and any educational information or 
instruction for illiterate voters along this line could as well in- 
clude the complete marking out of a name as the careless work 
presented here. 

In consulting these alleged specimens, to which I have called 
your attention on the pages of the report mentioned, I wish no 
erroneous impression to arise from a careless examination. Mr. 
Speaker, these representations purport to be facsimile ballots cast 
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at the election in question. They may be so, but if so, it is fortui- 
tous and accidental. : 

Read, for instance, at the top of page 12 of the report: 

From that description (referring to the description at the bottom of 
11) we reproduce f: es of the ballots and leave it to the common fair- 
ness of any man to say whether or not they should be credited to Yost. 

It appears, therefore, that facsimiles are presented which are 
made up from description only, and not from the ballots them- 
selves. It is very certain that no ballots and no photographs of 
ballots or even facsimiles of the ballots were presented to the 
committee, except these which were constructed by verbal descrip- 
tion only, as shown in the evidence. Therefore I call attention 
to that fact for the sake of exhibiting them in their proper rela- 
tion to the case. For instance, at the bottom of page 11 isa 
description of one of the ballots: 

Two had caption and all names except Yost’s marked. But the two bot- 


tone Segeee on these ballots were not marked clear through (insufficiently 
mar ). 

One, Tucker, Cocke, and Cowden’s names well marked, and aline drawn 
under Grove’s name, just touching the first initial and the last letter of the 
surname. 


One, Tucker marked nearly through, given name in Grove and Cocke 
marys. and a line drawn diagonally through Cowden’s name, just touching 

From that brief description given by a witness, who possibly 
inspected the ballots in the evening of the day of the election or 
the next morning, and whose testimony was not given until per- 
haps months afterwards, we have constructed the facsimile which 
is presented on the top of page 13. It does to a certain extent cor- 
respond with the description. 

1 think, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that caution should be exer- 
cised in accepting that as the representation of the veritable bal- 
lots which is only manufactured to correspond with a description. 
As to the representation of the facsimile or the description only 
of the ballots,I am not aware of any judicial proceedings, cer- 
tainly none in my narrow experience, where such could be pre- 
sented as reliable evidence. From a credible description it is 
proper for anyone to draw his own conclusions, but in this regard 
the report of the minority far surpasses any claim brought before 
this committee. 

Mr. HULICK. Right there, if the gentleman will pardon me, 
I should like to ask him a question in reference to these facsim- 
iles—whether at the time of this investigation the original tickets 
as marked were accessible to the parties, either contestant or con- 
testee, so that facsimiles of the tickets themselves as marked 
could have been made? 

Mr. CODDING. The tickets are accessible, as I understand. 

Mr. HULICK. Then are we to understand that these facsim- 
iles were prepared only from oral evidence before the committee— 
not from the tickets themselves? 

Mr. CODDING. You are to understand just that. 
precisely my motive in calling attention to the matter. 

The next phase of the controversy, proceeding in the order of 
the contestant’s brief, presents the alleged failure to comply with 
the law in the appointment of election officers and in the neglect 
of constables to instruct voters. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Before the gentleman passes from this 
point, I should like to ask whether these tickets represented on 
pages 12 and 13 were counted for Mr. Yost or for Mr. Tucker, or 
not counted at all? 

Mr.CODDING. AslIunderstand,thosetickets were not counted 
at all, but were considered imperfect. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Thetickets that were testified 
to by the witnesses and of which these purport to be reproductions, 

Mr. CODDING. I thank the gentleman; that is correct. 

Mr. WOOD. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. CODDING. With very great pleasure. 

Mr. WOOD. The tickets represented on pages 12 and 13, where 
the title of the office is erased by a cross, were not counted? 

Mr. CODDING. They were not counted in the original return, 
but our committee has counted all caption-marked ballots where 
there was no other objection against them. 

Mr. WOOD. But the tickets represented on pages 14 and 15, 
where the name is erased by marks, which are not drawn through 
the name, those tickets are not counted? 

Mr. CODDING. Those are not counted. 

Mr. WOOD. Why should not the tickets be rejected in the one 
case as well as in the other? 

Mr. CODDING. I will answer the gentieman somewhat at 
random, without being sure that I catch his point. I donot know 
that the cross mark was considered an obliteration of the caption. 
That question did not arise before us. 1 gave but small attention 
to that matter, because in the decision of the committee the cap- 
tion-marked votes were counted. 

Mr.OVERSTREET. Will the gentleman pardon mea moment? 
According to my recollection of the law, there is a different rule 
governing the caption marks from the rule governing the marks 
on the ballots proper. For that reason the caption-marked tick- 
ets were counted by the committee. 

Mr. CODDING. I thank the gentleman. 


That is 


That is correct. 
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Mr. WOOD. Then there was one rule for the caption and 
another for the obliteration of the name? 

Mr. CODDING. That was substantially so. But allow me to 
add that there is nothing in the letter of the law making illegal a 
ballot which has the caption erased. The Walton law provides 
that the ballot shall have the title of the office placed upon it, but it 
does not say anywhere that the ballot shall considered illegal 
if that title is erased. 

Mr. McoCALL of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman allow me 
to call his attention to one specific ballot on page 14 of the minor- 
ity report, under the precinct of Stotswood. At this precinct 
11 ballots were burned; and then there is this extract from the 
evidence: 

Three of them were scratched with vertical lines, all names being scratched, 
except Yost’s name, on these 3 tickets. 

Now, if you will look at that facsimile, you will see there is no 
vertical line in it; and furthermore, the testimony does not state 
how many vertical lines there were. There might have been 
simply one. Sothat it seems to have been a matter purely for the 
judgment of the person making that alleged reproduction, to put 
in whatever number of lines he desired. 

Mr. WOOD. The evidence does state that they were marked 
with vertical lines. That would imply more than one, would it 
not? 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Butthere is no evidence as to 
how many vertical lines there were, and there is no vertical line 
in the reproduction. 

Mr. DALZELL. I should like to ask my colleague [Mr. Cop- 
DING] a question. 

Mr. CODDING. Certainly. 

Mr. DALZELL. Dol seentnnd rightly when I understand 
that the conclusion arrived at by the committee was arrived at by 
throwing out certain marked or imperfectly marked- ballots? 

Mr. CODDING. No,sir; you are not to understand that. You 
are rather to understand that the committee has counted ballots 
in favor of the contestant which were thrown out by the election 
board or destroyed. But we have in nocase, so far as I remember, 
diminished Mr. Yost’s votes by throwing out any ballots. 

Mr. DALZELL. I find ina brief, which has been laid uponour 
desks this morning, this statement: 

It is either agreed or proven that each of these imperfect ballots clearly 
indicates the intention of the voter. The committee concedes this, but re- 
jects them because they do not comply with a strict technical construction 
of the Virginia statute, which uires that all names of candidates on the 
ballot, except the name of the candidate voted for, shall be erased by mark- 
ing through three-fourths the length of such names. 

Is that statement correct? 

Mr. CODDING. It is not, as I understand. The statement to 
which the gentleman refers, which has been placed on the desks 
of members this morning, is a recent emanation. I knownothing 
of that statement, and I do not understand it to be correct. 

I was speaking, Mr. Speaker, of the question raised by the ex- 
clusion of other parties than the Democratic party from the elec- 
tion machinery of that district. 

There is nothing startling to the average mind in the fact that 
it is usual for a majority party to assume control, and it is always 
proper for a minority party to have representation. But even the 
absence of such representation does not vitiate a ballot without 
evidence showing resulting fraud. 

On pages 24 and 25 of the minority report the report says: 

In Amherst County the electoral board, in utter disregard of the plain man- 
datory provisions of the statute, failed and refused to appoint judges who 
belonged to the different political parties at the following p : Temper- 
ance, Magrnuders, Pedlar Mills, Oronoco, Chestnut, Furnace, and Millners. 

How such a statement could have been made in the face of the 
record it is difficult to understand. The record shows that at 
Temperance, Campbell, Populist judge, was appointed and served; 
at Magruders, Wingfield, Populist judge, appointed and served; 
at Chestnut, White, Republican judge, did not serve, though ap- 
ae at Millners, Burks, Republican judge, was appointed 

ut did not serve. 

There were 16 precincts in Amherst, at 3 of which there was 
no judge appointed in opposition to the Democratic party; atone 
of these, Oronoco, the vote stood, Tucker 35, Yost 48. There is 
no evidence in the record impeaching the returns from either 
place. McGinnis, page 421, puts the number of white Republicans 
in the county at 80, and only 25 per cent of them as capable of 
being election officers. Harrison, the Democratic chairman, page 
153 of the record, says: 

We (meaning Mr. Allen, the Republican chairman, and himself) went over 
the list of jud together, and I told him that wherever he desired a change 
to be made and a Republican judge to be appointed that the electoral board 
would appoint him or them He sw several, and they were all a 

pointed. I asked him, as the list stood with the changes made, was he sat 
ed, and he told me that he was. 

This evidence of Harrison is admitted by Allen on page 127, in 
answer to questions 10, 11, 12, and 13. Harrison is contestant’s 
witness. 

The evidence is insufficient to warrant a finding that judges were 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JANUARY 20, 


systematically chosen in defiance of law, or that any marked or 
unusual result is apparent from such choicé as was made. 

The special constables chosen to assist illiterate voters had before 
them peculiar duties. In some locations essed, indeed. to 
be unwilling to go beyond the strict letter of the statutes. In others 
the assistance was freely _ But nearly everywhere were 
met by the fact that the illiterate voter had been taught to distrust 
them, and the impression was widespread that anyone consulting 
such constable was a traitor to the contestant’s cause, or at least 
opposed to him. Under such conditions, the law was imperfectly 
executed, and officers so placed were easily misunderstood. 

These matters are of substantial importance, which has been 
recognized in the committee’s report, and all that can be justly 
claimed to the contestant’s advantage has been credited in com- 
puting his vote. And this question has been fully discussed rela- 
tive to the vote in Staunton, found on pages 11 and 12 of the report. 

Still further it is claimed that the votes of Amherst and Appo- 
mattox counties should be entirely rejected as fraudulent and 
vicious, because the ballots were not printed in plain roman type. 
In the former county it is stated that the ballot was in ‘‘German 
text,” and in the latter in script. The counsel for contestant in 
his brief, on page 45, presents a photographic copy of the Amherst 
ballot, which may be considered authentic. If any of my hearers 
have the brief of the contestant, they will please refer to page 45, or, 
for the benefit of any who wish to examine it now, here is a copy. 
That, being a ep eugene can not be well objected to. An at- 
tempt is made in the minority report, 27, to reproduce this. 
This attempt is injected into an extract from the testimony and 
the inference conveyed that it is correct. A comparison of the 
two discloses the fact that the ballot printed in the minority report 
differs in thirteen particulars from the original, and always, I 
think, for the worse. . 

I entirely absolve the ee signing that report from any 
intention or even knowledge of this matter. It probably arises 
from the mixed fonts of an ignorant printer. of the 
photograph is well known to me; was used by me as headline 
type, from choice,foryears. Itis notGerman, but Old English, an 
unimportant fact except for accuracy, and its effect is not mate- 
rially different from that type at the head of our letters by which 
we inform our friends that we are members of this House, 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman allow a 
question? 

Mr. CODDING. Certainly, with t pleasure. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. I find it stated in a paper on my desk that 
a member of the election board for Amherst County, who was 
chairman of the Democratic party, admits that he ballots 
printed in seventy-five different styles. Is that correct? 

Mr. CODDING. I think the gentleman will find that there is 
such testimony in the record. 1 was coming to that question of 
eno soon. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. I supposed the gentleman was referring to 
that subject now. I can not hear him — distinctly. 

Mr. CODDING. ILIamsorry that my voice is not bean. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. There was talking going on here. 

Mr. BRUOMM. Will it disturb the gentleman to ask him if he 
knows why these tickets were printed in German type? Is there 
ony seneee assigned for it? 

r. CODDING. Yes, a reason is given in the testimony. 

Of the script from Appomattox we have no copy; and with 
these charges is coupled another that the names of the candidates 
were ‘‘ alternated,” printed in varying order upon the ballots, with 
the intent to confuse and deceive the illiterate voter. 

These are serious matters, reprehensible and meriting condem- 
nation. The intent was unlawful, and had the result corre- 
sponded, we should undoubtedly concur with the minority opinion. 

In Amherst, however, in a vote of 2,705, there were defec- 
tive ballots, a result differing little from the rest of the district. 
In Appomattox there were 158 defective in a total of 1,432. And 
I have here a statement of the vote of these counties for several 
years, indicating for 1894 no revolutionary or remarkable change. 

The following is the vote of Amherst County, Va., for the past 
nine years: 
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You will see from the vote in 1896, as was stated, that it showed 
a large Democratic gain over Mr. Tucker’s majority in 1894, the 
ballots being this last year printed in roman type. 

Mr. Speaker, there are numerous side questions growing out of 
the contest, issues which will hereafter be discussed by those fol- 
lowing. To me was assigned the duty of presenting the leading 
features of the case, which I have endeavored to do, and I havs 
endeavored to state to the House the main propositions upon which 
the report of the majority of the committee is based. I concurred 
with some hesitancy, after considerable examination, in the report 
of the majority, because my sympathy was very warmly for the 
contestant in the presentation of his claim. But I believe, sir, 
that the committee have presented their report to this House 
adhering to the rules which are safe for the majority in its time 
of victory, and proper for a minority to protect them in the time 
of their defeat. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, before the gentleman sits 
down, I would like to know who got the benefit, and is it in evi- 
dence who got the benefit, of these tickets being printed in a for- 
eign type, so to speak? 

fr. CODDING. There is no evidence which seems conclusive 
to the committee of any material variation, while some say they 
were appalled at finding these tickets so printed. The evidence as 
I now recollect it, after nearly a year’s lapse, and dimmer than I 
wich it to be, is that there was no material variation. 

Mr. HENDERSON. They were cast for both candidates, were 
they? 

Mr. CODDING. Yes, sir; that was the official ballot. 

Mr. HENDERSON. The law, I see, does not say in what type 
it shall be printed. 

Mr. CODDING. I believe an amendment has been passed 
through the legislature of Virginia requiring the printing to be 
done in regulation type. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Referring to these ballots, on pages 12 
and 13, do I understand the tickets, the actual ballots that were 
cast, were before the committee, or are still accessible? 

Mr. CODDING. They are still accessible. 

Mr. HENDERSON. But they were never brought by either 
the contestant or the contestee before the committee? 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. We do not agree to that. 

Mr. CODDING. I would be glad to hear the statement of the 
gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I will make it later. 

Mr. HENDERSON. t me ask this question—how these bal- 
lots were cast. I refer to those on pages 12 and 13. 

Mr. CODDING. I would have to examine each one particu- 


larly. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I refer to those on pages 12 and 13 of the 
minority report. Were they counted? 

Mr. CODDING. Each one of those excluded from the count 
was in conflict with the law requiring the name to be erased over 
three-fourths of the entire length. 

Mr. HENDERSON. But the law does not state which way the 
line is to be drawn, whether horizontally or vertically. It does 
not; I have read it. 

Mr. CODDING. It is to extend three-fourths of the length of 
said name. 

Mr. HENDERSON. But it may be extended vertically as well 
as horizontally? 

Mr. CODDING. I should so construe it. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask the gentle- 
Man a question. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. CODDING. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. On page 38 of the minority report, there 
is a summary of the count by the minority. It appears that after 
counting the votes to a certain point there are 12,490 for the con- 
testant and 12,528 for the contestee. And then there are added 
votes proven—Cumberland 36, Jacksons River 15, Augusta and 
Staunton 11. By adding those votes, it gives the contestee a 
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majority. I desire to know what is meant by “‘ votes proven.” 
What kind of votes were they? 

Mr. CODDING. If the gentleman will refer to the prévious 
pages of the minority report, he will ascertain what is meant by 
the term of ‘‘ votes proven.” It is a term frequently used by the 
contestant in his brief, and all through the argument, assuming 
his evidence in his own presentation of the case, and assuming 
that just as soon as he had finished his testimony or argument that 

rt was proven. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Were all these votes actually cast, and 
do they appear on the tally sheets or whatever evidence you had, 
or are they votes supposed to have been cast, but which do not 
appear in the records, and were not presented and counted by the 
committee or considered in arriving at their conclusions? 

Mr. CODDING. So far as I know, every vote considered in 
this case was a vote actually deposited in the ballot box. The 
questions arising in this case are whether the votes were in com- 
pliance with the law and sufficient to be computed for any purpose, 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Dol understand that these sample 
ballots on pages 12 and 13 were excluded? 

Mr. CODDING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. For what reason? 

Mr. CODDING. The ballot upon the bottom of page 12 has the 
name of Mr. Yost unmarked, and the name of C. HL Grove imme- 
diately before it is not erased in accordance with the law. The 
same is true of the one at the top of page 13. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Take the one on the top of page 
13. You say that the objection to that ballot is that the name of 
Mr. Grove is not properly erased? 

Mr. CODDING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Why not? 

Mr. CODDING. Theecrasing mark does not pass through three- 
fourths of the length of the name. The H and the Gro are 
untouched. Only three letters of the name are touched by the 
erasing mark. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. It hits both ends, though. 

Mr. CODDING. That is true. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The law under which these ballots 
were cast requires, does it, that three-fourths of the name of the 
candidate for whom the voter does not wish to vote shall be 


ased? 

Mr. CODDING. The law says that ‘‘no name shall be consid- 
ered scratched unless the pen or pencil mark extends three-fourths 
of the length of said name.” 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, Now, in reference to the ballot at 
the top of page 12, there are five candidates for Congress on that 
ballot. There is no objection to that erasure, is there? 

Mr. CODDING. None whatever. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. In other words, in erasing three- 
fourths of a name the voter may erase more than three-fourths 
and there will be no objection to it; is that correct? 

Mr. CODDING. Yes 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Now, the two names at the bottom, 
Grove and Cocke, they are held not to be erased in accordance 
with the law, I understand? 

Mr. CODDING. The gentleman will bear in mind that these 
alleged sample ballots are created from the description given by a 
witness and found at the bottom of page 11. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Another question. The difficulty 
in this case arises, as | understand, out of these ballots that were 
not counted because the names were not properly erased. 

Mr. CODDING. I think the turning point of the case is there. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. There is where the pinch of the 
case comes, and there is a good deal of testimony on that point. 
This volume is the report of the majority, is it not? 

Mr. CODDING. No, sir; that is the record in the case. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Other ballots on which the name 
of Mr. Tucker was marked similarly to Mr. Yost’s were found in 
the case. 

Mr. CODDING. That is correct. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Take the ballots on page 13—there 
are two of them. Whatever the committee may say or think 
about the intention of the voters, let me suppose that the intention 
of the voters who polled or attempted to poll those ballots was to 
erase all the names except that of Mr. Yost. Now, do you find 
any ballots thrown out upon which the apparent intention of the 
voter was to erase all the names except Mr. Tucker's? 

Mr. CODDING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And the committee have waded 
through all this testimony in reference to these 3,797 ballots, or 
through such testimony as was offered in the case, and have 
reached the conclusion which the majority of them have reported. 

Mr. CODDING. That is correct. 

Mr. TAYLER. I wish to ask the gentleman a question. Re- 
ferring to the 4 ballots described at the bottom of page 11 of the 
minority report, were those ballots counted for Mr. Yost? 

Mr. CODDING. They were not. 
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Mr. TAYLER. Then, disregarding for the moment any statu- 
tory.requirement as to the form of marking,.does the majority 
refuse to count for Mr. Yost certain ballots which on their face 
show that the voter apparently intended to cast them for Mr. 
Yost? 

Mr. JENKINS. If the gentleman will permit me, I will answer 
that the committee refused to count those ballots for two reasons— 
first, because they could not count them under the law; and sec- 
ond, because they did not have a particle of evidence before the 
committee as to the intention of the voter (if they could have been 
controlled by that consideration), because the committee were 
simply furnished a statement of witnesses with reference to what 
was done with one particular ballot, which was reproduced, and 
then the committee were asked to infer from the description of 
that ballot that all that the committee call ‘‘ imperfect ” ballots 
were marked exactly like that one. 

Mr. TAYLER. My question assumes that for the moment we 
disregard the legal effect as to intention of any statutory require- 
ment. Disregarding that, my question is, Did the majority of the 
committee refuse to count for the contestant ballots that appeared 
to be intended to be voted for him? 

Mr. JENKINS. If the gentleman will permit me, I will repeat 
that the committee did not have a particle of evidence before them 
with reference to those ballots other than the description from 
which the sample is made. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Did you not have the ballots? 

Mr. JENKINS. No, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then how did you get these fac- 
similes in the report? 

Mr.TAYLER. The report states that they are reproduced from 
the description of them given by witnesses. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. As this seems to be a general col- 


loquy, I will explain that those reproductions of ballots are made | 


from a description in the testimony of witnesses of certain ballots 
which could not be produced becausethey were burned. They were 
destroyed and could not be produced, and therefore evidence was 
taken as to them. 

Mr. TAYLER. As to one or two ballots? 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. Yes, sir; as to the ballots repro- 
duced. 

Mr. MILES. And, asI understand it, that testimony referred 
only to one or two ballots. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Now, let us get at the facts as to 
these 8.797 ballots. I understand that the committee had none of 
those ballots before them at all. 

Mr. CODDING. That is correct. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And, so far as the committee 
reported ponenms those ballots, the report is based upon infor- 
mation obtained from the testimony of witnesses. 

Mr. CODDING. Upon the testimony of witnesses relating to 
only one or two ballots. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And the evidence relates to ballots 
polled : preseney on both sides? 

Mr. J KIN . That is correct. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. The number is proved; it is shown 
how many there were for each. 

Mr. DANIELS. I should like to ask this question: Whether it 
is contended that if the erasure goes so far as to indicate the inten- 
tion of the voter, although it does not literally comply with the 
Virginia statutes relative to the effect of erasures, the House is 
concluded by the Virginia statute? 

Mr. CODDING. The committee has based its opinion upon the 
Virginia statute as obligatory upon the voter. 

Mr. DANTELS. In other words, my question is this: Suppose 
the erasure goes so far as to indicate the intention of the voter to 
erase a particular name, although the erasure does not go three- 
fourths of the way through the name; ee the voter voted 
such a ticket, with the name of Yost entirely undisturbed; is not 
the House justified in such a case in assuming, such being the 
intention of the voter, that the vote was a legal vote for Yost, not- 
withstanding the erasure was defective? The Constitution of 
the United States, as gentlemen will recollect, provides that the 
action of the State shall be authoritative only as to the qualifica- 
tions of the voter—not as to the effect of the ballot itself or the 
mode of voting the ballot or the making of erasures on the bal- 
lot. ‘Inder those circumstances is it not competent for the House 
to determine what was the real intention of the voter and to give 
effect to his vote according to that intention? 

Mr. CODDING. No doubt it is competent for the House to 
give any construction to it that the majority may please. At the 
same time, however, I am strongly of the opinion that due effect 
ought to be given to the ballot laws of the State. 

Mr. DANIELS. We want to know whether we are concluded 
by the law of the State of Virginia as to the form or manner in 
which the erasure is to be made, where the intention of the voter 
is sufficiently disclosed by his act? : 

Mr. CODDING. That is my opinion; yes, sir. 








Mr. HALL. AsI understood the statement of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. WALKER] a few moments ago, these all. 
peene ballots were made from a description of the burned 

allots. 

Mr. See of Virginia. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ; ow, referring to page 38 of the minority re 
I count the number of burned ballots as 291. eet, 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. One thousand and twenty-one. 

Mr. HALL. I am referring to the figures as given in the 
minority report; and I suppose the minority has stated the num- 
ber as fully and strongly as the facts would justify. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. One thousand and twenty-one is 
the correct number. 

Mr. HALL. Adding those burned ballots together, according 
to my arithmetic, there were 291. 

a WALKER of Virginia. To what page does the gentleman 
reter: 

Mr. HALL. To page 38 of the minority report. Now, refer- 
ring to this statement which has been placed on our desks. there 
were 3,797 ballots cast at the election which were not counted at 
all. So that, instead of this facsimile being a facsimile of 3,7 
ballots, it is, even according to the minority report, a facsimile of 
only 291 ballots which were alleged to have been burned. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. 1 do not understand that there is 
any dispute that 1,021 is the number of ballots burned in the 
whole district. I do not know where it is proved; but I have 
never heard any dispute on that point. 

Mr. HALL. Iam referring to page 38 of the minority report, 
and I make the number 291. 

Mr. HERMANN. Allow me to ask this question: If these 
votes, cast for Mr. Yost and which were rejected, had been counted 
for him, would they have given him a majority? 

Mr. CODDING. I think not, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Does my colleague [Mr. CoppIne 
know how many of these 3,797 ballots which were not coun 
were cast for Yost and how many for Tucker? 

Mr. CODDING. There ought to be some chance to emerge 
from this confusion which we are getting into as to figures. It is 
contended here—and the statement is put forth on every occa- 
sion—that there were 3,797 ballots which have not been counted, 
It should be borne in mind by the House at the very outset that 
a great majority of these ballots rejected by the election boards 
on the day of election were afterwards taken into account and 
computed for one party or the other by agreement between the 
contestant and the contestee, and the ots in controyersy which 
were not covered by that quasi amicable arrangement are com- 
paratively few. They are enough to affect the result of the elec- 
tion, | grant; but nothing like 4,000 or any such number of votes 
are in controversy here. The number is far less than 1,000. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. Allow me a single question. I 
understand from the report of the majority that they find Mr. 
Tucker has a ramen f of 221 votes, and in order to hold that he 
has this plurality, all these imperfectly marked ballots must be 
thrown out. 

Mr. CODDING. Oh, no. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. AsI understand, in order to con- 
cur with the majority of the committeein their conclusion, we must 
throw out these imperfectly marked ballots. In other words, 
enough imperfectly marked ballots were cast for Mr. Yost, or in- 
tended to be cast for him, to have changed the result if they were 
.counted. Am I correct in that? 

Mr. CODDING. I suggest that the tables in the respective 
— ought to settle that question. 

Mr. HAINER ot Nebraska. In other words, I understand the 
committee hola that that provision of the. Virginia law is man- 
datory, and relying on that construction they hold that the con- 
testee is elected? 

Mr. CODDING. We have held it mandatory as to the marking 
out of the names on the ballots; but there is no mandate respect- 
ing the so-called ‘‘ caption-marked ballots,” and almost thirteen 
hundred of them are dealt with, as it were, by a stroke of the pen. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. But, as I understand it, the im- 
properly marked ballots are rejected by the committee, although 
the intention of the voter, as shown by them, is sufficient to have 
elected Yost if not roe by the statute of Virginia. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I do not understand that. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. It is not admitted, if the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania will permit me, that the intention 
of the voter is evident in the case of the imperfectly marked bal- 
lots. In most of the cases, as shown by the testimony, at least 
two of tho names on the ballots were apparently untouched, and 
the most that can be said of the position the gentleman favors is 
that the stipulation between the parties was that the marking had 
not been done on certain ballots as required by the statute. The 


committee therefore passed on the agreement of the parties to the 
contest, and decided that all of the ballots not marked as required 
by the statutes of Virginia should not be counted. But it does 
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not appear how many ballots expressing the intention of the voter 
ene peenented, and in fact there is no way of getting at that 
intention. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. How many ballots of the entire 


number set out on 12,and 13 of the minority report were 
excluded by the committee in their count? 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I will say, in my judgment, 
very few were. If the gentleman will read the testimony—and 
that is the difficulty of substituting here a picture for the evi- 
dence—but if the gentleman will read the evidence that the com- 
mittee had before it, he will find that several witnesses testified 
that there was no ballot in the precinct concerning which they 
testified, and that there was no pretense of marking. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. hat I wish to find out is, whether 
there were 221 of these ballots excluded. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. The evidence does not show 
that there were 221 of these ballots excluded. There was testi- 
mony as to 4 ballots, I think, and these 4 ballots we find marked 
that way. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. They were the mae ballots. 

The SPEAKER. Thetime of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has expired. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I want it distinctly stated and un- 
derstood, Mr. Speaker, that I do not concur in the statement of the 
gentleman or in the position he assumes in arguing his side of the 
case. I do not want my silence during the discussion to be taken 
for consent. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I suppose now, Mr. Speaker, 
that the minority will consume some portion of their time, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania having exhausted his time. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I yield one hour to the contestant 
[Mr. Yost]. 

Mr. YOST. Mr. Speaker, I thank the House for its courtesy, 
which I shall endeavor not to abuse. 

The questions presented in this contest are few and clearly de- 
fined. I shall undertake to go at once to the very core of the case. 

After throwing out 3,797 ballots cast by honest, duly quali- 
fied electors, the judges of election returned contestee by —— 
rality of 892. The committee concede that 731 of this plurality, 
including the 60 votes which they particularly count, were either 
erroneous or fraudulent. They give contestee a plurality of 161, 
and in order to do so throw out 183 net ballots cast for contestant, 
designated in the record as ‘‘ imperfect,” upon each of which the 
plain intention of the voter is clearly shown. Many of these 
identical ballots were counted and returned for contestant by 
Democratic judges of election. Nay, more; contestee’s leading 
counsel, in conducting the recount, treated them as absolutely 
valid, and without a moment's hesitation or a word of explanation 
assigned them in the tabulation to the candidate entitled to them. 

If these 188 net ballots are allowed, this case must be decided in 
favor of the contestant upon the report of the committee, without 
further investigation. 

This net result of 183 ballots for contestant is shown by the com- 
mittee’s report. On page 4 the committee say: ‘‘It appears that 
there. were 454 ‘imperfectly marked’ ballots for Yost and 271 for 
Tucker/’ The difference between these two sums, 183, is the net 
result in favor of Yost. But, in addition to this, there are 89 net 
ballots of the same class proven outof the burned ballots, making 
a net total of 272 ‘‘imperfect” ballots for Yost. 

Now, from what evidence are those ‘‘imperfect” ballots tabu- 
lated? The record shows that, acting under orders of the several 
courts, a recount of the ballots was had in each county. This re- 
count was conducted by representatives of each party to the con- 
test. The different classes of ballots were tabulated under sepa- 
rateheadings. The ‘‘imperfect” ballots for Tucker weretabulated 
under this ending: *‘All marked except Tucker—marking imper- 
fect;” and the ‘‘imperfect” ballots for Yost were tabulated under 
this heading: ‘‘All marked except Yost—marking imperfect.” 
Each class was placed under its distinct heading by agreement of 
the parties who conducted the recount. This agreement is certi- 
fied in each instance, or else the fact of the agreement is proven 
by witnesses who witnessed the count and whose testimony is not 
disputed. Here is a sample certificate (page 336 of record): 


We have examined the vote in the city of Buena Vista at the Congressional 
election of November 6, 1894. 

The above tabulation, to which this is attached, shows an accurate report 
of the ballots cast as above stated as carefully ins by us. 

of it is understood that either a! to the contest may reexamine 
the said ots, if either so desire. By “all marked including caption, 
except,” etc., is meant that “for Congress” as the caption of the ots is 
erased. “im ‘ectly marked "’ is meant that all the names except that 

the date to be voted for, while marked some in one way and some in 
another, were not marked in strict accordance with the statute—that is to 


of 
scratched or pencil mark extending through three-fourths of 
Do iength of said name.” 
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Now, remember that upon each one of these ballots the plain, 
undisputed, confessed intention of the voter is shown. Upon this 
point there is no dispute, when you come down to the record, and 
there can be no disagreement. 

The question, then, is narrowed down to this: Should a ballot 
which, upon investigation, clearly determines the intention of a 
voter to vote for a particular candidate be counted for that can- 
didate? The courts say it shall be; and in this there is such 
unanimity of opinion that it is crystallized into a fixed principle of 

w. Numerous authorities on this question are cited in the views 
of the minority. I ask the attention of the House only to a few of 
them, and I further ask members to examine these references as 
peer in that report. Judge Cooley, in his work on Constitutional 

imitations, lays down the following as the law relating to the 
subject (page 609): 

Every ballot should be complete in itself and ought not to require extrinsic 
evidence to enable the election officer to determine the voter's intention. 
Perfect certainty is not, however, required in these cases. It is sufficient if 
an examination leaves no reasonable doubt upon the intention, and technical 


accuracy is never required in any case. The cardinal rule is to give effect to 
the intention of the voter whenever it is not left in uncertainty. * * * 


Chief Justice Cooley, from the bench, said: 


All rules of law which are applied to the cupeeoticn, in constitutional form, 
of the popular will should aim to give effect to the intention of the electors; 
and any arbitrary rule which is to have any other effect, without correspond- 
ing benefit, is a wrong, both to the ports who chance to be affected by it 
and to the public at large. The first are deprived of their offices and the sec- 
ond of their choice of public servants. 


McCrary, Law of Elections, section 408, says: 


It may often happen that a printed ticket is changed by the voter, by eras- 
sng ane part of it, * * * tomakeit conform to his wishes. A ballot is 
to be construed in the same way as any other written or printed document 
and the construction must be such as to give effect to the voter's intent if 
that can be ascertained from the face of the ballot, or in some cases, as we 
have seen, from the ballot as explained by evidence aliunde. 

It is not necessary to introduce evidence aliunde in this case. 
These ‘‘ imperfect” ballots come here under the agreed statement 
of both parties that the intention of the voter is shown. 

In passing upon this direct question within the past year, the 
supreme court of Illinois, in the case of Parker vs. Orr (41 N. E. 
Reporter), said: 


It has always been held in this State that if the intention of the voter can 
be fairly ascertained by the ballot, though not in strict conformity with the 
law, effect will be given to that intention. In other words, that the voter 
shall not be disfranchised or deprived of his right to vote through mere inad- 
vertence, mistake, or ignorance, if an honest intention can be ascertained 
from his ballot. * * * Ballots appear in the record on which it is clear 
that the voters attempted to make a cross in the proper place to ndicate the 
choice of candidate, but succeeded more or less imperfectly. It being clear 
in such cases that the intention was to conform to the statute and not to 
distinguish the ballot, they were properly counted. 


American Encyclopedia of Law, page 343: 


While every ballot should be perfect and complete, it is found that there 
are re ene from technical accuracy, and questions of wns 
arise as to how far such deviations may go without rendering the ballot void. 
The principle governing such cases is that the intention of the voter shall 
prevail, and when the ballot itself, upon examination, leaves no reasonable 
doubt of the intention, this intention should be carried out by counting it. 

In Brown vs. McCullum (14 American State Reports, pages 232 
and 233) the court says: 

If the ballot expresses the intention of the voter beyond a reasonable doubt, 
it is sufficient without regard to technical accuracy in the form of the ballot. 

So far, then, as the courts can decide this question, this contest- 
ant must be seated. 

The committee reaches its conclusion, giving the contestee a 
plurality of 161, by construing as absolutely mandatory that pro- 
vision of the Virginia statute which requires a voter in marking 
his ballot to erase with pen or pencil marks extending three- 
fourths through their length the names of all candidates he does 
not wish to vote for, leaving only the name of the candidate he 
does wish to vote for. It holds that the slightest deviation from 
the strictest technical accuracy in the marking shall be fatal. As 
if conscious of the weakness of this position, the report hastens to 
add: 

It is not for the committee to decide whether the provision as to the mark- 
ing of the ballot is a wise or reasonable one or not. 

It gives the very strictest technical construction to a provision 
of the statute which it is unwilling to admit is either wise or rea- 
sonable, and fails to recognize the binding force of other provi- 
sions of the same law, mandatory in their character, the reason 
and wisdom of which are apparent to the plainest understanding. 

There are some mandatory provisions in that Virginia law, and 
I want to ask the attention of the House to them for a moment. 

The law provides that judges of election shall be chosen, when- 
ever possible, from members of different political parties. This 

a wise and reasonable provision of the law. This is a manda- 
tory provision of the law. The committee disregard it. If you 
nes that one single provision and grant all else claimed by 
the majority, this contestant must be seated. At the following 
precincts, casting the following vote, there was no Republican 
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judge, although the testimony shows that competent Republicans 
“ould have been appointed at each precinct: 


CONGRESSIONAL 


Tucker. 


Amherst County: 
AOE 5 onircn ciietiem dntnabainwniinnnen mumneoutin 
CEEIEY EIT in detahnitinentpretlinnes tagsitiidliy tteutams atantiiiremndiiniinlienl 
Chestnut 
IED .. wratinon wrdiienweowte ovnniraiivnarndvan dinette aiidin 
Millners 


Total 


Appomattox County: 
Chap 
Stonewall 


Fluvanna County: 
Scottsville 
Center Hill 
COOTER c toisninnnine cudutlenbentncntabehpausiinimbenen 


Nelson County: 
Arlington 
Buffalo Ridge 
Grasslawn 
Fabers Mills............ Snacdridaandilan elias wits tie scininaadia 
Lowesville 


Total 


Buckingham County: 
Wellwater 


110 


«| 188 


nae 


If this mandatory provision of the law is enforced and all else 
the committee claims is granted, this contestant must be seated 
by 400 plurality. 

Again, the Virginia election law provides an officer whose duty 
it is to assist illiterate voters. This officer is called a special con- 
stable. The law was mandatory upon him to mark the ballots for 
theilliterate when the illiterate sorequested. There can be no mis- 
take about this, for that provision of the law relating to his duties 
has been construed by the supreme court of appeals of Virginia. 
In the case of Pearson vs. Supervisors of Brunswick County the 
court said: 

Nothing is better established than that where a ae or duty is conferred 
upon an official by the use of the word ‘*‘may,” and the public are concerned 
in the due performance of that duty, the word “may ” will be deemed to be 
mandatory and the officer can be compelled to performit. * * * Such be- 
ing the case, it is the duty of the special constable to render him who is blind, 
or unable by defective education to read, every assistance asked for and 
required by the elector to aid him in preparing his ballot. 

It will be observed that the law makes no distinction between 
the man who is blind and the man who is unable by defective 
education to read. If either asks the constable to mark his bal- 
lot, the constable must mark it. This mandatory provision of 
the law was willfully and deliberately violated at a number of 
precincts. At Ward No. 1, Staunton, which returns contestee a 
plurality of 131, the constable, West, confesses that he would not 
mark, as will be seen by the following evidence (page 380, ques- 
tion 49): 

Mr. Yost did come to me, as I heretofore stated. and urged upon me to 
mark out the names on these ballots, and I positively declined to do it, as I 
considered that that was to be done by the elector. 

At Arrington precinct the constable not only refused to mark 
for Republicans, and aided Democrats, but openly proclaimed at 
the polis that he did not propose to assist men who were voting 
against him. See testimony of A. J. Doswell, page 315, and that 
of eleven others of the same precinct. 

The same violation of law is proven at a number of other pre- 
cincts. If this mandatory provision of the law is enforced, and 
all else the committee claims is granted, the contestant must be 
seated by over 400 plurality. 

"Again, the Virginia law provides for an official ballot, and 
the greatest secrecy is thrown around the printing of the ballot. 
None but members of the Democratic party have any idea what 
that ballot contains or how it looks until they see it when they vote. 

The electoral board, who have entire control of the election 
machinery for each county or city, is com of three partisan 
Democrats, and generally includes the Democratic chairman. 
Cne member of this electoral board isdesignated to have the official 
ballot printed. The printer who executes the work takes an oath 
not to disclose ‘‘ any information as to the size, style, or contents 
ef the ballot.” The member of the electoral board who supervises 
the printing takes a similar oath. By the use of the words *‘size” 
and “style,” each in the singular number, the law clearly com- 
mands, not only by implication but by letter, that there shall be 
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| one size and one style, and that the ballots shall be printed uni- 
ectoral board of Amherst 


formly. , member of the el 
| and chairman of the Democratic party, confesses on the witness 
| stand that he printed the ballot in seventy-five different styles; 
that they were printed in German text , and that he in- 
structed the constables not to mar’s for illiterates. 

In four other counties this alternation of names on the ballot 
was reso to. 

If this mandatory provision of the law is enforced, contestant 
must be seated by over 200 purer. on the report of the comumit- 
tee, even nting we other claim made by the committee. 

Mr. DANIELS. Will you allow me to ask you one question? 
Mr, DANIELS, “Suppose that the ballots that partiall 
z. . Suppose that the oO at are i 
erased—the lines running through the name sufficiently so as to 
indicate the intention of the voter—are all allowed, then how will 

the ee or plurality stand? 

Mr. YOST. If you allow the imperfect ballots, the ballots 
which you describe there, then the contestant must be seated b 
22 majority. Now, let me explain this. The committee practi- 
cally counts 60 votes, and then they return the contestee—— 

Mr. PRINCE. One question there. I understand _ to say 
that if the imperfectly marked ballots are allowed to the contest- 
ant and like imperfect ballots are allowed to the contestee that the 
contestant is clearly elected by 22 plurality? 

Mr. YOST. Ido not want there to be any doubt about that. 
There seems to have been some confusion in minds of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PRINCE. Please answer that question, yes or no. 

Mr. YOST. Yes. 

Now, let me explain again. Take the report of the committee 
itself. The committee says there are 454 of these imperfect bal- 
lots for Yost and 271 for Tucker. The difference between that is 
183 in favor of Yost. Then, in addition to that, there were 89 net 
‘‘imperfect ” ballots proved out of the burned ballots. But disre- 
garding the burned ballots, if you give the contestant the ‘‘ imper- 
fect” ballots assigned to him on the recount, and give to contestee 
the “* imperfect” ballots assigned to him on the recount, the con- 
testant is elected by 22 plurality upon the report of the committee. 

Mr. TRACEY. I would like to ask the gentleman one question 
right there, if he will yield. 

Mr. YOST. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. TRACEY. I find here what purports to be copies of seven 
different kinds of alleged imperfectly marked ballots. 

Mr. YOST. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRACEY. Do I understand the gentleman to say that bal- 
lots of each of these kinds were rejected as imperfect, correspond- 
ing to each of them? 

Mr. YOST. Yes, sir. The gentleman can get at that just as 
well as anybody on earth. Remember that es were burned 
ballots, burned without any authority of law. We got proof as 
to some, and these were among them. Here are some blank bal- 
lots [holding them up]. I would like my friend over there [Mr. 
CoppiIne], and especially would I like the chairman of the com- 
mittee who referred to this matter just now, to take these blank 
ballots and take that description and see what kind of a ballot 
he will make. 

Mr. HERMANN. What authority existed for the burning of 
those ballots? 

Mr. YOST. None on earth. 

Mr. HERMANN. What was the purpose of the burning? 

Mr. YOST. Well, sir, I believe as honestly as I believe Iam 
standing here that it was done, in most instances, for the pu 
of defrauding me of those votes which they knew were mine. Now, 
I hope there will not be any cloud on the mind of any member as 
to what the result will be if these imperfect ballots are counted. 
They will elect me. 

To ee to this point: 

First. The committee undertakes to make mandatory a provi- 
sion of the statute which is clearly directory. If the law as de- 
termined by the courts is permitted to prevail, the contestant 
must be seated, even granting every other claim made by the 
committee. 

Second. If the mandatory provision of the law in respect to the 
appointment of judges who have entire charge of the conduct of 
elections is enforced, the contestant must be given a plurality of 
over 400, even granting everything else claimed by the committee. 

Third. If the im tive mandate upon the constable of the 
supreme court of Virginia, construing that section of the statute 
relating to his duties, is obeyed, the contestant must be given a plu- 
— of over 400, even admitting everything else the committee 
claims. 

Fourth. If the mandatory provision of the law im respect to the 
printing of ballots is enforced, the contestant must be given a 
plurality of over 200, even conceding every other claim made by 

If any single one of these mandatory provisions of the law is 
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enforced, the contestant, upon the reportof the majority, must be 
seated. 


But the committee, it seems to me, ignores mandatory sections 
of the statute, and in disregard, it appears, of precedent, law, 


courts, and justice, construes as mandatory a section under which 
there could not possibly be a corrupt violation by the voter. It 
holds that the technical error of an honest voter, althongh com- 
plying substantially with the requirements of the law, shall be 
fatal, and that the deliberate fraud of sworn election officers, 
which induced that error, shall be given full effect. It holdsthat 
aballotsuchas this [exhibiting imperfect ballot] is illegal, and that 
a ballot such as this at photograph}. which is a photo- 
eraph of the Amherst lot, is legal. Now, I ask every member 
of this House to refer to page 13 of the minority report and ex- 
amine this ‘*imperfect” ballot. 

My friend on the other side [Mr. Copp1na] did not read all the 
testimony in this case, or rather he overlooked a portion of it. He 
said that the man who testified as to these three or four ballots 
had seen them, probably, the next day after they were cast. No, 
sir. The testimony shows that he was right there on the day of 
election, and that he saw the ballots at that time and made a memo- 
randum of them before they were burned. The next day they 
wereashes. Onthe night of election, at the timethey were counted, 
after the close of the polls, he saw those ballots, made his descrip- 
tion of them, and took a written memorandum of it, and although 
several witnesses from that precinct were examined, in no single 
solitary instance did the other side attempt to controvert any wit- 
ness produced by us to show the character of the ballots that were 
burned. I ask every member to examine these ballots in the 
minority report and say whether or not, under the law, and under 
the decision of the high courts, and before the still higher court of 
conscience, those are legal, vaiid ballots. 

Here is one of them: 


For The Office 


Member of Congress 


FOR 


The Tenth Congressional 
District of Virginia. 


H St. go. Tyke: 
Bdmigd Bx Coske. 
J. Yost, 
C\HNGr be, 
Tages Seldey Cdn 


Ballots such as these are the ballots which, if counted, give con- 
testant the seat under the report of the committee. 


And ballots of this class, although sufficient in number for the | 
purpose, represent only a fraction of the Republican vote cast in | 
the Tenth district and not counted. The poll books show that | 
3.797 ballots cast by duly qualified electors were not returned by | 


the judges of election. This wholesale disfranchisement was the 
accomplished result of a conspiracy entered into by Democratic 
officials to defraud Republican voters. It was known that the 


Republicans were seeking to prepare the voters of that party for | 
To this end | 


a proper exercise of their rights under the new law. 
cireu of instruction were issued and openly distributed, in 
which changes in the law were pointed out and the new method 


of voting explained. Tens of thousands of slips with contestant’s | 
hame printed in plain roman type were scattered broadcast. | 
Schools were organized in which those who could not read were | 


taught to recognize the name ‘‘J. Yost.” They were instructed 
to study the formation of the letters; to count the letters in the 
hame, and tosee that it contained only five; to compare the length 
of the name with other names of candidates, it being the shortest, 
and to so familiarize themselves with its appearance that they 
would be able to recognize it. 

It was understood at the opening of the polls that an intelligent 
Republican would vote first, and then come out and tell those who 





had not voted the location of contestant’s name on the ballot. 
Knowing this, the Democratic officials, who had absolute control 
of the election machinery, instituted measures not only to circum- 
vent the educational work of the Republican party, but to make 
it almost impossible for an illiterate to vote the Republican ticket 
at all. In addition, they instructed the constables not to mark the 
ballots for illiterates, but when the Republican voter asked for 
assistance to run over the names on the ballots and then let him 
do his own marking. They further announced that if any man 
other than the constable undertook to @id the voter before he 
went into the booth he would be liable to fine and imprisonment. 

And so when the illiterate Republican approached the polls, in- 
stead of finding there the aid and assistance which the law pro- 
vided, he found the officers of the law leagued against him. He 
asked the constable to mark the ballot. The constable, in utter 
disregard of law, refused. He asked where Yost’s name was. 
The constable ran over the names and told him to mark himself. 
He looked for the name on the ballot with which he was familiar. 
He drew from his pocket the little slip with the name of J. Yost 
printed on it. If he depended upon his recently acquired know!- 
edge of letters, he was lost. In one county he was confronted 
with names printed in German text, which was Greek to him. 
In another county they were printed in script type. In another 
county, if he depended on counting the letters in the name, he 
could find no name with only five letters, the name having been 
changed from ‘*J. Yost” to “‘Jacob Yost.” If he compared the 
length of the name to find the shortest, he found the names spaced 
out so that all were the same length. And so, like a blind man 
groping—he was mentally blind—he marked his ballot as best he 
could, and four times out of five so mutilated it that it failed to 
express his intention. 

His path to the polls was beset with enemies upon every side. 
The very guardians of the law, to whom he should have looked for ° 
protection, became the instruments of his disfranchisement. Isita 
wonder that thousands of legal voters lost their votes? Could war- 
fare against the unprotected have been more cruel and merciless? 
Ah, it was a brave battle in which these Democratic officials were 
engaged. The highwayman who assaults helpless women and 
children and robs them of their purse is scarcely less dauntless 
than these chivalrous Virginians who assaulted the mentally weak 
and unarmed and robbed them of their rights. [Applause.| But 
even the few who escaped, who ran the gauntlet and did record 
their will, are to be sacrificed now. The work which fraud could 
not thoroughly accomplish is in effect completed by the action of 
the committee. 

After the Light Brigade had charged into the “valley of 
death,” and the remnant—all that was left of them, had emerged, 
begrimed, and battle scarred, from the “ gates of hell,”’—sup- 
pose at that time an inspector of Her Majesty’s troops had mar- 
shaled them in review, and, forgetting all of their splendid services, 
ordered them under arrest for failure to appear uniformed and 
accoutered as the tactics required. What would history have writ- 
ten of that inspector? And yet in a lesser degree this committee 
has been as exacting. They say to the remnant of those voters 
who triumphed over the forces of fraud with which they were 
surrounded—who stand out the survivors of over 2,000 of their 
kind: “It is true you accomplished your purpose; it is true you 
registered your will so that no man can misunderstand it; but 
then you failed to mark your ballot with the neatness and pre- 
cision the law expects, and therefore we disfranchise you. You 
might as well have perished with the others.” 

Ah, gentlemen, if this House sets such a precedent as that, it 
will be useless for Republicans in Virginia to go to the polls. 
It will not be necessary to transpose names on the ballot and print 
them in a foreign tongue. A Democratic legislature, driven by 
the force of public opinion, has already declared such methods 
infamous onl provided for their punishment by fiercely declara- 
tory definements ofthelaw. But nowthe committee has decreed, 
in effect, that all our efforts in behalf of honest elections shall be 
nullified. You have pointed outto the tricksters a far easier way 
to accomplish their purpose, and made detection almost impossible. 
The officer whose duty it is to assist illiterates, if he be dishonest, 
or, as the committee puts it, imbued ‘‘ with an excess of partisan 
zeal,” will simply mark the ballot so that one name will not be 
three-fourths erased, and then throw it out in thecount. If,then, 
we appeal for justice, we shall be confronted with the decision of a 
Republican House, condoning the fraud and making it thoroughly 
effective. 

I want this ‘“‘imperfect ballot” examined by members of this 
House, and I want them to answer whether or not it is right to 
count it; and then I want’ them to consider for one moment the 
cireumstances surrounding the election, and say whether or not 
justice demands that it shall be counted. 

Now, then, I want to take up this Amherst ballot, referred to on 
page 27 of minority report. Here is a photograph of it |exhibit- 
ing}. _ over there objected to the print as made for the 
record. He can not object to this, for this isa photograph. Take 
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it and see whether it looks any better than the representation you 
have in the record. And remember that if you throw out these 
ballots and grant everything else that the committee claims you 
must seat this contestant. 


FOR MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 


UNITED STATES from the Tenth 


Congressional District of Virginia. 


‘elvan R. Cocke, 
2). St. Heo. Tucker, 
Sames Seldon Cowslon, 

A. Host, 
MW. Hh. Drove, 


Remember also, in looking at this ballot, that the Democratic 
chairman of the county committee of Amherst County, who was 
the secretary of the electoral board, andthe member who had these 
official ballots printed. boldly confessed on the witness stand that 
it was printed not in one style, but in seventy-five different styles: 
that the names were printed in German text, so that they would 
not be intelligible to the man who could only read plain roman, 
and that he instructed the constables nut to mark for illiterates. 

Does any man doubt that the law was thus violated for a fraud- 
ulent purpose, and that the fraud intended was consummated? 
Can anyone examine a facsimile of‘ the ballot and consider for 
one instant the circumstances surrounding its issuance without 
realizing that its purpose, and only purpose, was fraud? 

Will anyone dare say that the issuance of such a ballot was not 
a corrupt and outrageous abuse of power on the part of the elec- 
toral board and a willful and deliberate violation of the express 
provisions of the law? If there is a man in this House who con- 
scientiously believes that such a ballot was prepared and issued 
with an honest intent and for an honest purpose, I should like him 
to stand up and say so. I should like to see how he looks and 
where he comes from. If there isa man in this House who before 
his conscience and his God can say that in issuing such a ballot 
the plain mandate of the law was not violated with a fraudulent 
intent, I should like him tostand upand sayso. Yet the commit- 
tee, whilst mildly suggesting that the use of such a ballot was a 
trick which can not be dedended, give full effect to the fraud and 
reward with the only approval they covet those whom they de- 
nounce as guilty tricksters. 

They execrate the criminal and admit the crime. [Applause.] 
Does that in any way redress the wrong done? Those against 
whom these moral homilies are directed will doubtless chuckle 
with inward glee at the method adopted for their punishment. 
They were but oko = the board, responsive to the master 
hand that movedthem. They were neither the originators nor the 
beneficiaries of the methods they emp'oyed. Their sole object was 
to return a member to this House who, they must have believed, 
could not have been elected through the processes prescribed by 
law. The mild rebuke administered by the committee will be 
refreshing after the blistering denunciation of honest men of their 
own party. It will be grateful music to their ears to hear that 
what honest Virginians have condemned as fraud so outrageous 
as to bring disgrace upon a whole people was, after all, merely 
*‘an excess of partisan zeal,” and that as an evidence that it was 
justified and justifiable a Republican committee crowns with 
success the work of their hands. [Applause. } 

Let me give you an idea of how honest Democrats of Virginia 
regard this ‘‘excess of partisan zeal.” The Richmond Times. the 
leading Democratic paper of Virginia, whose owner and editor 
was at that time a member of the Democratic State committee, 
characterized it asa ‘‘ masterpiece of trickery that reflects undying 
infamy upon its manipulators.” 

The Petersburg Index-Appeal denounced it in bitter terms, and 
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in demanding the —— of the law under which such foul fraud 
was perpetrated declares: 
Oh! but an honest law can not pass the begeiataee, itis If t 

so, then the reason is all the stronger why honest men sh: vote oe 
a law and put on record the scoundrels who are opposed to honest elections, 
On an issue of honesty and Sonoma Cote can be no middle ground. Men 
must either be honest or dishonest. ency is the argument of cowards, 
and to compromise with fraud is to condone it. 


In writing on the same line the Lynchburg News says: 


The Democratic party has honest men, and the honest and conscientious 
members of that party ought to assert themselves and take the rement 
of things out of the hands of the little two-by-four schemers who haven't 
mind or soul enough to serve the State honestly and capably. The time has 
come when honest people should quit voting for chasiakene. 

In the same vein the Danville Register says: 


Unless the legislature amends the election law so as to doall in the power 
of men to insure honesty in the matter of elections, the Democratic party 
will be driven from power by an indignant people, and we do not hesitate to 
say that this paper will be found cheek by jowl with the people. . 

And so I might quote from a score of the most influential Demo- 
cratic papers in Virginia. 

And if any one agency more than another contributed to this 
quickening of the public conscience, it was this identical Amherst 
ballot. hen this object lesson, this physical evidence of the 
fraud, was brought face to face with the people, supplemented by 
the confession of the man who issued it, they no longer hesitated 
as to what their duty was, and with denunciation deep and bitter 
they demanded the repeal of the law under which such crimes 
were committed. 

In the legislative canvass of 1895 this ballot played a wholesome 
part. I myself in public meetings have held it up before hundreds 
of honest Democrats and asked if there was one who doubted that 
it was a fraud or dared defend it. And never yet have I known 
aman so lost to shame that he would step from ont the crowd 
and openly champion such acause. So intense was public feelin 
that in those sections where elections are not farces no man stood 
the ghost of a chance of election who was not pl to amend 
the law. In the white section of the State, from Ferry 
to the Tennessee line—300 miles—not one man was elected who 
did not pledge himself to fight against such methods as this ballot 
evidences. ‘The author of the law, Walton, whose name is linked 
with it, repudiated his own child, notwithstanding which the 
honest Democrats crucified him politically. 

In my own i county in which I was born and where 
I live and where this contestee lives—a county which used to 
give from 1,200 to 1,500 Democratic majority, the former member 
of the legislature, who had voted for the bill, was the Democratic 
nominee, and, although he begged for the opportunity to undo his 
work, the people would not trust him, and to-day, for the first time 
in its history, Augusta County is represented in the legislature by 
a Republican. herever the whites largely preclominated and 
the elections were fair, the honesty of the pie asserted itself. 
But in the black section, where cheating oa become chronic, 
enough men were returned to the legislature to prevent the enact- 
ment of an honest law. But even they were forced to recognize 
the damning evidence of this Amherst ballot, and amended the 
law so that it in terms prescribed a special penalty for such 
offenses. 

And now, when the moral stomach of honest Democracy has 
revolted ‘against this foul concoction, the poisoned chalice is pre- 
sented to the lips of a Republican House of Representatives and 
they are bidden to drink oblivion to every rule of right. 

Mr. Speaker, this contest rises above the interest of individuals; 
far above the narrow confines of partisanism. It involves far 
more than the disposal of a seat in this House. The decision you 
render here must stand as a precedent, and it means much, ob, 
so much, to the people of the South, and especially of Virginia. 
We are engaged in a — struggle there. Party ties have been 
forgotten, party lines have been obliterated. and the honest men 
of every political faith are standing shoulder to shoulder in a 
common cause. 

For years the stigma of foul election methods has rested upon 
the South. It has disgraced and degraded our section. It 
debauched our people. It hasretarded materialprosperity. It has 
stood as a barrier to enterprise and capital. It has the man- 
hood of our men and choked the pathway of our youth with the 
noxious growth of dishonesty. Its eabeding influence had stupe- 
fied the public conscience until it had become well-nigh dormant. 
But now, thank God, in Virginia, at least, the reaction from the 
long debauch has come. The shock which this ballot produced 
broke the stupor, and quickened conscience, aroused to a sense of 
the deadly peril which environed, took up the cry of ‘‘ Honest elec- 
tions!” and, starting in the mountains, where the men are white 
and free, pressed forward to the combat and drove before it the 
fell forces of fraud. In every section and in every county recruits 
are rallying to the standard. The mask of that miserable soph- 
istry, negro rule, has been torn from the face of the selfish schem- 
ers and their naked iniquity laid bare. Lashed by the scourge of 
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public opinion, repudiated by honest Democrats among whom 
operated, these guilty tricksters bring their ill-gotten gains 


the 

to the portals of this Capitol, and here seek to find that refuge, 
solace, and encouragement to which they have become strangers. 
If you adopt the report of this committee, you in effect crown 
them with success; you imbue them with fresh ‘‘ excess of parti- 
san zeal;” you approve their methods; you condone their frauds; 
you point out to them new fields for the exercise of their peculiar 
talent; you bid them godspeed in their work of public debauchery. 

And as you exalt them so do you turn your faces from the 
brave, true men of every party who are striving to lift the South 
up to a higher plane. ou are making the work before them 
harder and harder; for if, in this high court, the simplest, plain- 
est justice is denied, the effect will be disheartening, and the cause’ 
of right and public honesty will be dealt a blow its open enemies 
could not inflict. 

These are the contending forces marshaled in this contest. 
Between them you must decide. [Prolonged applause. } 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the embarrassment 
in speaking in an election case in the House of Representatives at 
any time, but it is especially embarrassing to attempt to discuss 
the legal aspects of this case after the splendid political argument 
to which we have just listened. I want to say to my colleagues 
in this House that I am in sympathy with all that the gentleman 
from Virginia, Mr. Yost, has said with reference to the condition 
of things down there generally; and I have listened to this same 
argument from many gentlemen from Virginia ever since I have 
been a member of this House. 

If I could have been intfiuenced by sentiment, undoubtedly I 
might have been on the other side of this case. But I sat down 
with this committee determined to discharge my full duty asa 
member of this House, and not merely as a member of the Repub- 
lican party. I forgot, as long as I sat in that important place, 
that I was a Republican. 1 kept strictly and solely in view that 
a high duty had been thrust upon me, and I made up my mind 
that [ would discharge my duty, even if I later had to be calleda 
Massachusetts mugwump. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it was a very difficult matter for this com- 
mittee to take up this case, and I was so much prejudiced, so far 
as I was concerned, that I asked to be excused from sitting upon 
the subcommittee. -I took this record to myself, and alone I went 
through it from one end to the other in the light of what had been 
previously told me in reference to this case, and I came to the same 
conclusion that six other gentlemen of the committee had arrived 
at, and neither one of us knew what was in the mind of the other. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I agreed with the subcommittee, and | agreed 
with six of my colleagues in this committee, that the contestee in 
this case is entitled to retain his seat; and, as was well said by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania {[Mr. CoppING] this morning, that 
we did it reluctantly, after the consumption of much time, is true. 
We did not hurry the decision in this case, because we realized on 
every hand how much party feeling there was here, and we made 
up our minds that we would be right so far as we were concerned. 
And I want to say to my colleagues now, so far as I am con- 
cerned, I feel just exactly as a judge did in Wisconsin who sent a 
man tothe penitentiary for life. As the prisoner was going out of 
the court room he said: ‘* I would like to talk a little further with 
the judge in reference to thiscase.” The judge said: ‘‘Sir, I have 
done my duty; you go on and perform yours.” I feel so in refer- 
ence to this case. I have no personal feeling in the matter. I 
entered upon the discharge of my duty without any feeling of 
favor. 

I have not solicited a vote upon this case, and I apprehend gen- 
tlemen of this House will determine it as they think it ought to 
be determined. I want to say to gentlemen that this establishes 
a precedent, and I am going to call your attention to a precedent 
established in this very Chamber by a Democratic House—a prece- 
dent of seating a Republican here upon just exactly the same law 
and the same evidence as in this case. If there had ‘been any 
doubt about it, the committee would have given it willingly in 
favor of the Republican contestant, but we could not do it. I 
suppose that every gentleman of this House expected every mem- 
ber of your Elections Committee would look over this case fairly 
and fully himself, and then determine each case according to the 
law and evidence, and not according to the sentiments that seem 
to impress the gentleman from Virginia who is seeking to obtain 
a seat inthis House. I donot blame that gentleman for appealing 
to all the party feeling and party prejudice that may be here 
to-day, and we | Brace how he stirs up the Republican heart when 
he refers to the conditions South. But that made no difference 


with any gentleman upon the Elections Committee, and I will say 
now, Mr. aker, that in all the Southern cases that have come 
before the Committee on Elections No. 3 there is nothing so dis- 


aceful or unlawful as you read in the —_— this morning as 

ving recently occurred in the State of Pennsylvania, where I 
understand they are all reformers. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I know that there are a multitude of preju- 


dices in each one of these cases. We are told that everything is 
fraudulent down there; that every single officer is in the employ 
and under the control of the Democratic party; that there is noth- 
ing but conspiracy down there, and that no man can obtain his 
rights. I want to say, as a Northern Republican, that if there is 
no more fraud ever found in acase that shallcome from the North 
than is found in this case it will speak volumes for that section. 
There is no fraud in this case, practically, compared with the cry 
of ‘‘ fraud,” Mr. Speaker. 

Now, then, I want to address myself to a matter that controlled 
the committee. There are some facts in this case that this House 
ought to understand; and I want my colleagues who have to 
determine this case, and who I trust will determine it rightly, 
even if I am wrong, to look into the case as presented, divesting 
themselves of the sentiment that has grown up here, and let us 
see in a moment whether the election boards in this Congressional 
district have discharged their duties or not. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the minority in this case attempt to seat the 
contestant, as I understand it, by counting votes that could not 
or should not be counted under any circumstances. One gentle- 
man from New York to-day called attention to the constitutional 
provision, which I understood him to say controls very largely in 
this case. I will readit. It is section 5, Article I, of the Consti- 
tution of the United States; that is: 


Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications 
of its own members. 


It is true that is a part of the Constitution of the United States; 
but it does not control in this case, Mr.Speaker. There is another 
provision that has great power in connection with this one. But 
even if we shut our eyes to that very provision of the Constitution, 
1 want to say in reference to this that when the framers gave 

lace to it in the Constitution, and said that the House “shall 

the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its own 
members,” it was to be governed by law. They meant tosay that 
there should be no other tribunal created that could determine 
finally who should and who should not be entitled to a seat in this 
House. They certainly intended, when they gave this grant of 
power to each House of Congress that the House determining the 
question would be governed by the law and the evidence in each 
case, and that is just as strongly implied as though it had been 
expressed and made a part of that greatinstrument. But the other 
provision of the Constitution to which I desire to call attention is 
section 4 of Article I, which provides that— 

The times, places and manner of holding elections for Senators and Repre- 


sentatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the legislature thereof; but 
the Congress may at any time by law make or alter such regulations, except 
as to the places of ch g Senators. 


Under that provision of the Constitution of the United States 
this House is bound by the law of the State of Virginia. It takes 
both Houses, it takes the Congress of the United States to nullify 
the law of the State of Virginia which seeks to regulate the elec- 
tion of members of this House. Such is the construction which 
has been placed upon that provision of the Constitution by the 
Supreme Court of the United States on more than one occasion. 
That court has held that in the absence of Congressional legisla- 
tion the law of each State prevails. See case of Siebold, 100 U.S., 
371; Clark, 100 U. S., 391, and the case of Yarborough, 110 U.S., 
651. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it will be noticed that in this case the minor- 
ity of the committee do not make any attack upon this law. On 
the contrary, they seek to uphold it. They approve of it in each 
and every oo I speak of this point now because this case 
is to be followed by another in which they entirely ignore this law; 
but in this case they seek to uphold it in order to give the con- 
testant the seat. They cite this law approvingly and they speak 
of itas mandatory. ow, the majority of the committee has felt 
the force of the view which I am about to state. The State of 
Virginia has passed an election law regulating the election of 
members of this House from that State, and inasmuch as no attack 
has been made upon thatlaw, we were of the opinion that the law 
was constitutional, and we felt bound to conform toit and toregard 
itsprovisions. Further than that, Mr. Speaker, we looked into the 
case for the purpose of determining whether there were any ques- 
tions beyond that, and I think I am safe in saying that the only 
other question that arises in this case is whether or not the election 
officers acted fairly under the provisions of the Virginia law, and 
the majority think they did. 

I want to say, further, that my contention is that when the 
supreme court of a State has construed one of its laws and held 
it to be good, that construction is binding upon us as a part of 
the law. Gentlemen on the other side have referred at various 
times to a decision made by the court of appeals of the State of 
Virginia, and they do not attack that decision at all, but seem to 
subscribe to it. Now, that case holds that that law of the State 
of Virginia is valid, and that its provisions are mandatory. The 
State of Virginia having seen fit to say by law what should be 
done in conducting elections, we looked into the record to see 





whether or not that law had been complied with. I say that the 
decision of the court of appeals of the State of Virginia has got 
to be respected by this House under the Constitution of the United 
States, because the construction given by a State court to its 
State constitution is binding, except when the Supreme Court of 
the United States is called upon to decide whether a legislative 
act or provision in a Stateconstitution createsacontract. (Jeffer- 
son Branch Bank vs. Skeliey, 1 Black U. S., 436.) We looked 
into the case and we found that there was a charge that some- 
thing over 3,000 ballots were destroyed or that the election officers 
had refused to count them. That was the first question that met 
us, and we of the majority have classified those ballots. We 
found that in one case there was a large number of ballots burned. 
The number has been stated to be 1,021. We found also that 
there was another class of ballots that we have described as 
‘‘imperfect” ballots. Those are the ballots referred to where a 
line was not drawn through the names of the candidates for whom 
the voters did not desire to vote. Then there were “ blurred” 
ballots, 68 in number. and there were 1,283 that we call ‘‘ caption- 
marked” ballots, where the caption was entirely marked out. 
The election officers were furnished with these various points 
when they came to count the ballots. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I noticed the emphasis and force with which 
the contestant in this case, Mr. Yost, referred to the act of these 
election officers in burning those ballots, and some gentleman upon 
the floor arose and asked him by what authority they had been 
burned, and he said emphatically, ‘‘ By no authority.” Let us go 
back a little and examine this matter, because we ought to treat’ 
these Virginians just as fairly as we would wish them to treat us. 
I do not think that all the gentlemen running elections in the 
State of Virginia, or in the South, are scoundrels. I do not want 
to subscribe to any such sentiment, or to have any such idea go 
forth. I do want to believe that there are some honest men to be 
found, and that you can find some of them in the State of Vir- 
ginia. The people of that State area part of this t nation, and 
I think it is wrong to denounce by wholesale the men who are 
charged with official duties in Virginia, or in any other State of 
the South, when there is not a particle of evidence of fraudulent 
action on their —. when, to use a common phrase, there is not 
evidence enough against them to hang a dog. Yet we are told 
loudly about the great fraud that was perpetrated down there and 
the great conspiracy entered into to deprive the contestant of a 
seat in this House. Sir, the committee sat for weeks, and they 
did not have before them a particle of evidence of what has been 
stated in the discussion hereto-day. What the Democratic papers 
down in that part of Virginia have said 1 do not care anything 
about. I have very little respectfor a Democratanyway. When 
two Democrats get to fighting, we By liable to say as mean 
things of each other as of anybody else. In this case, when they 
could not fight with Republicans they got to fighting among 
themselves. I have read the article which has been read here 
to-day, and I say there is nothing in the Virginia law which would 
justify any such statements. The law could not be repealed nor 
in any way amended except so as to prohibit the printing of those 
ballots in any particular type. 

Now, if you will leok this case through you will not find enough 
evidence of fraud to talk about. The question is whether these 
men down there did their duty when they came to the disposition 
of these ballots. 

Now, let us call the number of burned ballots, for the sake of 
the argument, 1,021. Let us look into the evidence in this case 
and see what went to make up those ballots. All the election 
officers of this Congressional district in Virginia—l do not remem- 
ber a single exception—unanimously agreed that those were such 
imperfect ballots that they could not be counted for anybody. 
That was the decision in regard to every one of those ballots. 

Mr. HALL. The gentleman means the burned ballots? 

Mr. JENKINS. Yes; the burned ballots. Iam talking about 
them and nothing else for the present. I say it was agreed with 

ractical unanimity by all the election officers that those were 
allots which could not be counted under any circumstances for 
anybody. 

Mr. POWERS. Did it appear before the committee for whom 
those ballots had been cast? 

Mr. JENKINS. No. That is one of the things that we have 
complained of. Now,I will call attention a little later to the evi- 
dence upon this particular point. 

Mr. MILES. The gentleman intimated a while ago that he 
would state whether there was any authority for destroying those 
ballots. . 

Mr. JENKINS. Iam coming tothat; I can not make my whole 
speech in one minute. . 

Mr. Speaker, if you will look into the election laws of the differ- 
ent States and Territories of the Union you will find that they 
have various provisions with respect to the preservation or the 
destruction of all ballots that can not be counted for anybody. I 
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remember that in my own State serious questions arose on this 
subject, and it became necessary to provide by legislation for tho 
preservation of imperfect ballots that could not be counted for 
anybody, because in some cases they were destroyed by the elec- 
tion boards and eerie There was con- 
fusion with reference to those ots. Now, in the State of Vir- 
ginia, up to the time of the passage of what is called the Walton 
act, which is in controversy here, the law had provided that when- 
ever the election board got through counting the ballots and were 
sending up their official returns to the superior officer, all the bal- 
lots which were called ‘‘ defective” ballots—that is, ballots that 
could not be counted for anybody—should be burned. That was 
the provision of the law. 

Now, it should be understood that the law under which this 
election was held was anew law. It was new all the way through. 
There had been no opportunity for the election officers to act under 
it and to familiarize themselves with it. A majority of the com- 
mittee—seven out of nine—agreed, with reference to these ballots, 
that the election officers in each case had but discharged a legal 
duty in what they did; that is to say, there was no evidence of a 
a We have been told here by the gentleman seeking 
the seat that these ballots were burned by reason of a great con- 
spiracy. Mr. Speaker, there was before the committee no evidence 
of a conspiracy, and there is no such evidence before the House. 
I do not suppose those election officers had any question in their 
minds as to their authority in the matter, for they acted variously. 
In some districts they preserved the ballots which could not be 
counted, and in others they burned them; so that they burned, 
we will say, at least 1,021, and I think that in every case they hon- 
estly believed that they had a right to do so. 

Mr. HALL. The gentleman says, as I understand, that there 
was a unanimous agreement among the election officers that those 
1,021 ballots which were burned were so imperfect that they could 
not be counted for anyone. 

Mr. JENKINS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HALL. Were the election officers who agreed in that 
statement members of different political parties? 

Mr. JENKINS. Im many cases there was a large number of 
Republicans concurring in that view. And I want to state here 
that according to my remembrance of this entire record, wher- 
ever there was a Republican qualified to sit, he was permitted to 
sit; and every Republican judge who sat agreed that those bal- 
lots should not be counted for anybody, while I think one or 
two held that they should not have been destroyed but should 
have been sent up. They all agreed, however, that those ballots 
should not be counted for anybody. 

Mr. THOMAS. Who passed on the qualifications of the offi- 
cers? Who decided the question whether a Republican was qual- 
ified to sit on the election board or not? 

Mr. JENKINS. In many cases it was shown that those who 
had been chosen as election officers could not read and write. In 
a great many cases where men had been appointed they refused 
to sit. There is nothing in the law, I will say, providing who 
shall determine their qualifications. But when a man presented 
himself who could not read or write, there was no difficulty in sat- 
isfying him that he was disqualified to sit on the election board. 

Mr. THOMAS. Was notthedecision made by the county elect- 
ou OW ALKER f V: MayI he gentl 

z. of Virginia. interrupt t eman? 

Mr. JENKINS. Certainly. . : ve 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I would like the gentleman to 
point out a case in which the judges decline to act. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, gentleman has not answered 
my question. 

. MONDELL. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I shall be compe todecline to 
yield to three aes talking at the same time. I will hear 
the question of the gentleman from Wyoming. 

Mr. MONDELL. I believethe gentleman has stated that under 
the Walton law it was provided that imperfect ballots should be 
burned. 

Mr. JENKINS. No; excuse me; not that. I say that there is 
no provision of the Walton act with reference to ballots that cou! 
not be counted for anybody or that such disposition was author- 
ized to be made of them. But prior to the adoption of that act 
the law provided that when they could not be counted for any- 

y must be then and there destroyed. : 

Mr. MONDELL. But was there any ision at the time this 
election was held or any statute of the of Virginia allowing 
their destruction? 

Mr. JENKINS. I have already stated, Mr. Speaker, at least 
three times that there was no such provision. 

Mr. MILES. If the gentleman will permit me, as I understand 
it, the point is this, that these gentlemen in Virginia, after the 
repeal of the law, were not acting from a conspiracy, but were 
probably acting in ignorance of the law. 








Mr. JENKINS. Undoubtedly. They destroyed them in each 
case where they were destroyed under the impression, as the tes- 
timony shows, that they the right to do so. i 

Mr. MONDELL. Does the gentleman admit that the burning 
of the ballots was ? 

Mr. JENKINS. hy, certainly not—— 


Mr. MONDELL. But you say there was no law for it. 

Mr. JENKINS. Each State in the Union has seen the necessity 
of providing by law that the ballots should not be destroyed. But 
there was no law in this case; and if there was no law providing 
against their destruction in this case, there is no penalty, especially 
when the parties believed that they were acting in conformity with 
their duty. 

Mr. MONDELL. Do the committee hold that, as there was no 
provision against the destruction of the ballots, they had every 
right to destroy them? 

Mr. JEN S. It was not necessary for the committee to con- 
sider that question, and they did not have any evidence as to whom 
the a were —. - a , : 

Mr. BRUMM. ill t tleman yield to me for a question 

Mr. JENKINS. Certaini 2. 

Mr. eed ned : there were 1,000 or more ballots 
that were —_ 

Mr. JENKINS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRUMM. Can you give any reason why the ballots were 
not all burned? 

Mr. JENKINS. I yielded to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
and supposed that he was going to ask me a question in good 
faith—— 

Mr. BRUMM. I did ask a question in good faith, if the gentle- 
man will answer it. ‘ 

Mr. GROSVENOR. It is a very pertinent question. 

Mr. BRUMM. If the gentleman declines to answer, of course 
that settles the matter. 

Mr. JENKINS. Ido not decline toanswer. But the gentle- 
man knows that inasmuch as we did not see any one of these gen- 
tlemen who acted upon the board, we could not tell their motives. 
It is, therefore, practically a senseless question. ; 

Mr. BRUMM. Can the gentleman inform the House why cer- 
tain ballots were selected to be burned? 

Mr. JENKINS. From the fact thatit was the unanimous 
ment of every electiqn officer that they could not be coun 


any bedy. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. That is not an accurate statement, 
as I will show. 

Mr. BRUMM. The gentleman from Virginia says that that is 
, hot correct. 
Mr. JENKINS. Very well; I must decline to be interrupted, as 


I want to — with my argument. 

Mr. THOMAS. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question 
now? 

Mr. JENKINS. No, sir; I decline to yield, inasmuch as the 

ntleman is a member of the committee and I could not convince 

i I must decline to yield. I could not convert him, as I have 
tried for months to do it without success. 

Now, some question might arise with reference to the question 
of fraud, and leatiaie that the gentleman who is seeking to obtain 
his seat here did not disclose to the House a very important fact, 
which I think, when the House becomes informed of it, will account 
for much that has been charged up to the question of fraud. This 
was a newenactment. There was not any gentleman in the State 
familiar withit; and I think, according to my experience, a learned 

ntleman, a man learned in the law, a business man, is just as 

iable to be fooled under the Australian system as the man who 
can not read atall. This, I repeat, was an enactment with which 
no one was familiar. It was new. The evidence discloses and 
the statements disclose the fact that there was a number of 
ignorant people in the district, and in fact all through the State, 
who cod ant read or write and would require the help of some 
one to prepare the ballots; and the law provided for the appoint- 
ment of a special constable who was there to aid the illiterate or 
ignorant voter, and whose duties are clearly defined, and a penalty 
— to a failure on his part to properly discharge the duties 
of the office. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, without waiting to know what the action of 
those would be down there, the gentleman seeking a seat in 
this House prepared a circular, which the evidence in this case 
discloses was distributed all over the district, a circular which is 
in evidence, which came to us in a legitimate way, and has his 
name upon it, which is called ‘‘ Instructions to precinct commit- 
teemen.” I ask here to print it as a part of my remarks: 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PRECINCT COMMITTEEMEN. 
To precinct committeemen: 

The enactment of the Walton election law the last legislature has 
not, as many su repealed the Anderson-McCormick election law, 
under which have been held for the ten years. Except the 

nting of the tickets = the electoral boards counties, and 
€ appointment of bles and their duties and the method of voting, the 


for 
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old law remains the same. The princi changes are as follows, and these 
apply to the voter directly on election — 

First. The voter must apply to the judges of election for his ticket. 

Second. After the ticket, the voter goes into the voti 
and scratches the names of the persons he doe ving 
one name name of the person he does want to vote for. 
. Having completed his ticket, the voter at once takes it to the judge 
election, who receives the same and deposits it in the ballot box. 

It is absolutely necessary that precinct committeemen thoroughly famil- 
iarize themselves with the provisions of the new law, so that they may in- 
grass the voters and make known to them all of their rights and duties in 


To this end the voters who can not read should be organized into classes 
and — to read the printed name of “J. Yost’ (see inclosed slips) so that 
bom they see it on the official ballot, and scratch out 

¥ 


booth 
s not want to vote for, 


ize it w 
names of ail other candidates. - 
‘ou understand that there will be no ticket holders, as heretofore, about 
the polls. The only ballots that can be used on the day of election are those 
furnished to the voter by the judge of election. On this official ballot the 
names of all the candidates will be printed, and the voter will scratch out 
the names of the parties he does not want to vote for. 

When the polls are the quickest, brightest, and most intelligent 
Republicans at the precinct should vote first. © will have two minutes and 
a half in the booth, and can then make the closest observation of the ticket, 
and afterwards describe it to the voter who can not read, explaining to him 
where the name of “J. Yost” is located on the ticket, and what names to 
scratch out. 

If the committeemen have any reason at all tosus 
and fairness of the constable, then the iliiterate vo 


assist in the preparation of his ticket. 
enter the booth unless the voter requests him to do so. If unfairness is sus- 
. therefore, let the illiterate voter he erenaty notrnsted by the 
blican who has already voted as to how to scratch his ballot, and after 
the commi is satisfied that he can do this let the voter go into tho 
booth and prepare his own ballot. It were better to lose the vote altogether 
than to run the risk of an unscrupulous constable changing it so as to count 
for the candidate whom the voter specially desires to defeat. 
If the committeemen have lute confidence in the constable, the illiter- 
ate voter may trust to having the ballot prepared as he desires. 
Remember that the constable has nothing whatever to do with the voter 
nd ecranadie od to at oft a a 
Preserve this copy care, ; refer to it often, an e it with you on the 
day of the election to the polls. A 
JOHN A. NOON, 


Very respectfully, 
Secretary Congressional Committee. 
STAUNTON, VA. 


t the absolute honesty 
r should not ask him to 
The constable is not permitted to 


Without taking up time to read this circular, I will call the atten- 
tion of the House to the material parts of it which will account 
for the confusion down there in this district, which did not occur 
= any other of the districts where they had election contests in 


nia. 

‘This circular says that if the committeemen in each county have 
any reason at all to wee the absolute honesty and fairness of 
the constable, then the illiterate voter should not ask him to assist 
in the preparation of the ticket. The constable is not permitted 
to enter the booth unless the voter requests him to do so. 

If unfairness is suspected, therefore, let the illiterate voter be thoroughly 
ixstructed by the Republican who has oe voted as to how to scratch his 


ballot, and after the committeeman is satisfied that he can do this, let the 
voter go into the booth and prepare his own ballot. 


In other words, Mr. Speaker, the instructions were that they 
were to totally ignore the special constables. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Does the gentleman intend to argue that 
under a new system of balloting it is illegal or corrupt or in any 
wise immoral or wrong to instruct the voter how to cast the 
ballot? 

Mr. JENKINS. Oh, I want to say to my very good friend from 
Ohio that he must place his own construction on my argument, 
I am stating my view. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Is it nota fact that in every State in the 
Union these schools of instruction have been instituted? 

Mr. JENKINS. That does not alter the point I am making 
now, I will say to my learned friend. 

Mr. GROS OR (continuing). And that in the city of Bos- 
ton, notwithstanding all the struggle, they made a very large per- 
centage of loss on account of imperfectly marked ballots? 

Mr. JENKINS. I decline to yield, Mr. Speaker. I was saying 
that this circular of instructions which was sent throughout the 
district advised voters to keep away from this special constable 
who was appointed there to aid them, and rather than trust to the 
special constable they undertook to mark their ballots for them- 
selves, and there is where this confusion arose. Now, I want to 
say, and I challenge gentlemen on the other side to refute it, if 
they can, that you can not find in this record, from first to last, a 
particle of evidence from any single voter or elector in that dis- 
trict that will justify you in thinking for a moment that he 
applied, as far as he was concerned, to that special constable and 
that that special constable refused to aid him in any particular 
way. There is nota single voter in that district that is up here 


complaining of his own treatment; not one. 
Mr. THOMAS. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 
Mr. JENKINS. I will hear the question. 
Mr. THOMAS. I should like to ask the gentleman if it is nota 


fact that under the Walton law the booth is placed 40 feet away 
from every person, and no —- allowed to go into the booth with 
the communis and the man? Under those circumstances how can 
you get evidence against the constable? 
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Mr. JENKINS. Iwill leave the gentleman to answer that when 
he has the floor. 

Mr. THOMAS. I ask you to answer it. I ask you how it is 
possible, under that law, to get any evidence against the constable? 

Mr. JENKINS. I say again, with reference to this matter, that 


they ignored the constables, who are presumed to be men who will 
do their duty. 


Mr. GROSVENOR. Are they? 

Mr. JENKINS. There is not a particle of evidence in this case 
tending to show that the constable refused to do his duty, except 
in one case where a constable told an elector that he construed 
that law to mean that he could not scratch his ballot; that he 
would point out the names that he wanted to vote; and I under- 
stand from the evidence that the constable refused to mark the 
man’s ballot, while it is clear under the law that if a man asked a 
constable to mark it, it should be marked by the constable. 


Mr. WALKER of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, may I ask the gen- 
tleman a question? 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentleman from Wis- 
consin 7a to the gentleman from Virginia? 
Mr. JENKINS. Well, I think not now, Mr. Speaker, inasmuch 


as the gentleman is a member of the committee and has time of 
his own. 


Mr. WALKER of Virginia. If the gentleman will allow me to 
state the me, I think he will yield. I want to call his attention 
to the fact that he is mistaken as to the record ina dozen instances. 


Mr. JENKINS. Never mind; we have disagreed all the way 
through. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. 
which shows for itself. 

Mr. JENKINS. I am saying that there was no elector who 
claims that he was deprived of his vote by any one of the constables. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to invite attention to the law of the 
State of Virginia which has been so much talked about. 

I print the different sections as a part of my remarks: 


Sec. 2. Each person offering to vote shall deliver a single ballot to one of 
the judges of election in the presence of at least one of the other two judges. 

Sxc. 3. The balict shall be a white paper ticket containing the names of the 
persons who have complied with the provisions of this act, as hereinafter 
provided, and the title of the office printed or written as hereinafter pro- 
vided. None other shall be a legal ballot. 

Sxc. 5. It shall be the duty of the electoral boards of the several counties 
and cities within the State, within thirty days preceding each election, to 
cause to be printed a number of ballots equal to twice the entire registered 
vote of the said county orcity. These ballots shall contain the names of all 
candidates complying with the provisions as above required, printed in black 
a y below the office for which they have so announced their 
candidacy. 

Sec. LL. Every elector qualified to vote at a precinct shall, when he so de- 
mands, be furnished with an official ballot by one of the ju of election 
selected for that duty by a majority of the ju present. The said elector 
shall then take the said official ballot and retire to said voting booth. Heshall 
then draw a line with a pen or pencil through the names of the candidates he 
does not wish to vote for, leaving the name or names of the candidate or 
candidates he does wish to vote for unscratched. Noname shall be considered 
scratched unless the pen or pencil mark extend rou t. ‘fourths of the 
length of said name; and no ballot save an official ballot above provided for 
shall be counted forany person. When, as toany office, more than one name 
remains unscratched, the ballot for that particular office shall be void, but 
the ballot as to any other office for which only one name remains un- 
scratched shall be valid, He shall fold said ballot with the names of the can- 
didates on the inside and hand the same tothe judge of election, who shall 
place the same in the ballot box without any inspection further than to as- 
sure himself thatthe ballot is a genuine ballot, for which purpose he may, 
without looking at the printed inside of said ballot, inspect the official seal 
upon the back thereof: Provided, It shall be lawful for any voter to erase 
any or all names printed upon said official ballot and substitute therein in 
writing the name of any person or persons for any office for which he may 
desire to vote. 

13. No elector shall be allowed by the judge of election to remain in said 
voting booth provided in this act more than two and one-half minutes to the 
obstruction of other electors desiring to vote. Said judges of election shall 
cause any elector attempting to aw said voting booth for a longer time 
to retire and surrender his ballot, and he shall not in be allowed to receive 
an official ballot, unless in the discretion of the judges of election another 
as to vote will not delay or hinder other electors. 

14. Should any ballot be unintentionally or accidentally defaced, or in any 
a7 rendered unfit for voting by such elector, the elector shall deliver said 
defaced ballot to the judges of election and receive another upon taking an 
oath that the defacement of the ballot first delivered to him was not done for 
the purpose of defacing said official ballot. Any person swearing falsely to 
such fact shall be deemed guilty of perjury. 

15. ‘The electoral board of each county or city shall appoint for each voting 
precinct therein one special constable, who shall be an honest and discreet 
person of said precinct and be able to read and write, and who shall be a con- 
seryator of the peace, and shall be especially ch: with enforci ho ate 
visions of this act, having all the powersof a constable; and for such services 
he shall be allowed §1 per day. He shall have the power of arresting, upon 
the verbal order or warrant of the judges of election, or a majority of them, 
of the precinct to which he is appointed, any pom who is offen or at- 
tempting to violate any of the provisions of this act or disturbing the : 
and the person so arrested s taken as soon as possible before a justice 
of the peace having cognizance of the offense and be then proceeded nst 
under the general laws of the State. At the youmens of ry! elector in the 
voting booth who shall be physically or educationally unable to vote, the said 
5s constable may render him assistance by ng the names and offices 
on the ballotand pointing out tohim the name or names he may wish tostrike 
out, or otherwise aid him in preparing his ballot. In said elector be blind, 
said s constable shall prepare said ballot for elector in accordance 
with the instructions of said elector. Before entering u the duties of his 
office the said special constable shall ean oath to faithfully perform the 
duties thereof, and for a corrupt viola of the same he be deemed 
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ty of a misdemeanor and be fined not less than d be 
= than one nor more than twelve months in $500 and be imprisoned not 


16. It shall not be lawful upon m for persons to congrega; 
and crowd upon the public 100 foot’ of any of the voting 
places, and any person viola the pro of this . Upon 
conviction thereof, pay aon $25 <a in jail not exceeding ten 
cays. Any member o Gecterel , the printer who shall print the 
official ballots provided for by this act, any judge of or any other 

rson who shall give or sell to any person whomsoever, except where it is 

nee ——— by this act, any Peficial ballot or any copy, or any fac. 
simile of the same, or any a the same, or counterfeit 


or attempt to counterfeit the same, be deemed guilty of amisdemeanor, 


and upon conviction thereof shall be fined $500 an 
months. 


ae in jail six 
It shall be the duty of = of election to see that the pro. 
visions of this act are strictly carried out. 


17. The said special constable may be removed by said electoral board or by 
said judges of election at their pleasure, and a successor for him may be a 
poin mmediately. And whenany such constable fails toattend punctually 
at the opening of the —_ at any precinct the jud of election at such eee. 
cinct, or a ority of them, may select some qualified voter from th 


ose 
ent, who, after taking an oath, to be ee of the said Joleen, 
8 


to faithfully perform the duties of said office, ve anaes pevere to ac 
and be under like penalties as said special constable appoin’ by said elec. 


toral board. 
of said electoral board shall keep in his sole custody the seal 


The secre 
, to be opened only in the pres- 


ta 
or comp of said board, and in a sealed — 
ence of the electoral board and the judge of the county or corporation court 

rescribed in section 7 aforesaid. 


when in the discharge of their duty, as p 
18. The cost of qesnetng on election under this act shall be paid by the 
supervisors out of the general county levy and in cities by the council thereof, 


9. All acts or of acts in conflict with this act or any section thereof 
are hereby repealed. 


Now, then, when the canvassing board, or the boards that sat 
there at the election precincts, came to count the votes on the 
night of this election, they found, all the way through, a ver 
large number of ballots that were not marked in accordance wit 
the law; and it ap from the evidence that the question arose 
before every board as to just exactly what their duty was. Now, 
then, Mr. Speaker, I think I state this accurately, and I certainly 
mean to. I do not remember that there is a single elector in the 
State of Virginia up here, so far as the evidence is concerned, 
complaining that he di with the conclusions arrived at by 
those election officers of the State of Virginia—that there seemed 
to be a practical unanimity there with reference to their legal 
duties; only they held that where the ballot could not be counted 
for any person then they should be laid aside. That where the 
line was not drawn through three-fourths of the name that they 
could not count that ballot for anybody, because there was more 
than one name upon the ballot, and they therefore could not be 
counted for anyone. They, in each case, thought they were dis- 
charging their duty. 

Now, then, when you come to discover the very oe number 
of Republicans that were sitting on that board, and find that every 
single Republican official agreed in the main with the boards that 
they were members of, the only dissent being that the ballots 
should not be destroyed, I say that it disposes of all talk about 
conspiracies and attempts to defraud. There is no person before 
this committee or before the House can state as to who these 1,()21 
ballots were intended for. There is not a icle of evidence, 
But gentlemen would like us to infer from their statements here 
that a very large portion were intended for the contestant, be- 
cause of the fact that they were ballots cast by ignorant colored 
men. 

Now, then, Mr. Speaker, I want tosee whether they disregarded 
the law in this particular. I have said that the minority of this 
committee hold, and have called the attention of this House to 
the fact, that the provision of this law is mandatory; and I am 
satisfied, from the authorities I am going to cite to this House, 
that the provision of this law is not only mandatory, but that 
each and every election officer in the district down there did their 
duty when they refused to count a ballot if the line was not drawn 
three-fourths of the way through. I say, Mr. Speaker, that if the 
provisions of the statute are mandatory, no question can arise as 
to the intention of the voter. I want toinvite the attention of my 
colleagues on this floor to this point, because so many have been 
saying to me for days past, ‘‘ Why, it looks to me, when we look 
at that ballot, it is very plain what that man intended to do—that 
he intended to vote for Yost. Therefore, should not the intention 
of the voter prevail?” I say, Mr. Speaker, in answer to that, that 
when the — of the statute are mandatory the statute con- 
trols, and that you can not look to the intention of the voter. We 
are precluded from doing that by every single authority in this 
country. Now, with those authorities which were called to the 
attention of this House by the contestant in this case I do not 
a Iagree with him. But the writers in each case were 

ing where there was no mandatory provision in the statute. 
hey were not speaking in reference to a case where the statute 
was rn a 

Now, then, I have picked out one of the very best authorities on 
that very point here, and I want to present it tothisHouse. The 
language of that authority is this: 


When the statute simply provides that certain things and acts shall be 
done within a certain Se eS Se eee statute. 





























Now, then, if the statute is directory there is no question but 
what the intention of the voter prevails. But it is within the 


wer of every legi to make the provisions of the election 
Ce mandatory and not directory, and when mandatory they are 
bound, no matter what the voter intended, by the language of the 
statute. This authority says: 


But when the performance is essential to the validity, then the statute is 
mandatory. 


Mr. § er, are the law aoe provided each ballot should 
be num , and the elector should omit to number his ballot. 
Why, that being a directory statute, the intention of the voter 
would prevail and the ballot would be counted; but if, as stated in 
this case, it were provided that it should not be an official or legal 
ballot unless numbered, then, the provision of the statute being 
mandatory, the intention of the voter could not be inquired into, 
and the ballot could not be counted. Letus see if I am very far 
off in my statement of the law in thiscase. There has been much 
surprise expressed here in reference to this law of the State of 
Virginia. Gentlemen would have the House understand that its 
provisions are very strict and severe, and that the like of them 
can not be found in any other State in the Union. ‘There are 
some excellent lawyers from the State of Illinois on this floor, 
and I ask their attention to what I am going to say, because I 
would like to know from them whether I misstate the fact or 
not. They have in the State of Illinois, or did have in 1891, a 
law practically very similar to this law of Virginia, and yet we 
dave not heard a single gentleman here denounce that law of the 
State of Illinois. 

Now, I want to say—and I will submit it to any fair-minded 

ntleman on this floor—that the law of Virginia is really much 
ess severe and much more reasonable, in my judgment, the 
law of Illinois. In my opinion, the action of the election officials 
in Virginia in relation to counting these votes, and the action of 
the majority of the committee, is sustained by an unbroken line of 
uuthoritiesin almost every State in the Union, yet the contestant 
in this case told you that not an authority could be found to sus- 
tain the action of the election officers in excluding those votes, 
that is, practically, in upholding the law of the State. As to the 
Illinois law, I want further to call the attention of gentlemen to 
the fact that a Democratic House in the last Democratic Con 
seated a Repubiican upon the very identical question that is in- 
volved here, although that Republican had a majority of only 17. 
That Illinois election law provided that at the head of the ticket 
there should be a circle, and it provided thatif any voter wished to 
vote the entire ticket hecould do so by putting a cross within that 
circle—that that would entitle him to have his vote cast for the 
whole of the ticket. That law also providedthat (we will say) on 
the left of each name on the ticket, including all the names on the 
tickets of the various parties, there should be a square or an ob- 
long inclosure, and that if an elector wanted to vote for any can- 
didate on one of the other tickets, he could put a cross in that little 
inclosure, and that would entitle him to have his vote counted 
for that candidate. It appears from the report in the case that a 
great many electors did not comply with the law, and did not put 
a cross in the square or oblong space, but did put some other mark, 
The report is silent as to just what marks the evidence showed 
they did make; it contents itself with saying that they did not put 
the cross as the law directed. A recount of the ballots was had 
by the committee, and they refused to count for the Democrat 
oa ballot that did not contain the cross, and they report that 

ey— 


Find it to be the law of the State of Ilinois that ballots on which the voter 
undertook to express his choice by marks other than the cross placed ina 


circle or square, as provided by statute, are not legal and can not be 
counted. 


And the committee sustain their position by a very large num- 
ber of cases in the States of lowa, Michi , Texas, Maine, Rhode 
Island, Pennsylvania, and Indiana, adding that at that time the 
State of Illinois had not upon the question. That commit- 
tee further held under the law that inasmuch as it provided that 
every single officer passing out the ballot to the voter should place 
his initials upon the back of it, and inasmuch as some of them had 
placed only one letter of their names, or something short of the 
full initials that they should have placed upon them, those bal- 
lots could not be counted. For instance, if the man’s name was 
John A. Thomas and he put upon the ballot “J. T.” or “J. A.,” 
the committee held that that would be fatal and that the ballot 
could not be counted. 

_ Now, Mr. Speaker, this action was taken by a Democratic House 
in favor of a mblican, and it was taken under a law which I 
Consider to be much more extreme than the one in question here. 
In justification of the Virginia law I may remark that I do not 
think there is anything very wrong about it. We all know that 
in practice more questions arise on marked ballots in election 
cases than upon almost any other point. Men are often very care- 
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less, and in some cases it becomes a serious question whether the 
voter meant to strike out a name or not. Forthat reason the leg- 
islature of Virginia has seen fit to determine that, as matter of 
law, if a man wishes to erase the name of a candidate, he must 
run a line through three-quarters of the name, and if he does not 
do that, the name shall not be considered erased. 1 can not see 
an very wrong or unjust in that. Even if the law was 
enacted in the interest of one party as against another, I insist 
that this House has nothing to do with that. 1 insist that the 
law of the State of Vi ia is the law of a sovereign State, and as 
such is conclusive and binding upon this House, and that it is the 
— duty of this House to respect that law and give it force and 

ect. As has been said here to-day, the power to decide these 
questions must reside somewhere. These election questions must 
be regulated by one tribunal or another, and the Constitution of 
the United States reserves to Congress the right to act upon them if 
it wants to; but Congress not having acted, having left thematterto 
the State, and the State having passed its law, I hold that that law 
is binding upon us;and the committee, after long and careful con- 
sideration, reached that conclusion. They found that the provi- 
sions of this statute were mandatory, and if the provisions were 
mandatory, then those ballots could not be counted and the elec- 
tion officers were justified in refusing to count them. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. The gentleman has referred to the law of 
Illinois as being somewhat similar to the Virginia law that is in 
question here. Is the gentleman aware of the fact that about a 
year ago the supreme court of Illinois put a construction upon 
that law and defined the duty of the voter in the case of Parker vs. 
Orr, from which I will read? 

Mr. GROSVENOR (interposing). 
that that was because—— 

Mr. JENKINS. Idecline to yield. That has nothing todo with 
my point. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. You cited the case. 

Mr. JENKINS. I did not cite the case. I am simply callin 
attention to a construction that this House placed upon a law o 
Illinois. I am not talking about what was subsequently done 
there. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Will the gentleman allow me to state the 
construction which the supreme court of Illinois has put upon 
that law and to set it against the construction adopted by a Demo- 
cratic House of Representatives? 

Mr. JENKINS. If the gentleman wants the floor by and by for 
that purpose, I have no objection. Ido not want to be educated 
on that point so far as I am concerned. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Then the gentleman should not argue it. 

Mr. JENKINS. Now, I want to say further, so far as the law 
in this case is concerned, that while there were over 3,000 ballots 
not counted by those election officers, that percentage was not 
very large when you come to consider the large vote in that dis- 
trict and the illiteracy of so many of the voters. While it is, of 
course, outside the record, I may say that I find, in conversing 
with various gentlemen here, that in one district in the State of 
Massachusetts the percentage is much larger than it was in this 
particular case. 

Now, the minority of the committee attempt to count some of 
these votes; and I want to invite the attention of the House to the 
reasons why the majority have refused to count some of them. 
We did it because the evidence was, to our minds, insufficient /o 
justify the counting of those votes. The committee in this case 
counted every solitary vote that they felt could be counted for the 
contestants; and where they had any very serious doubt they re- 
solved that doubt in favor of the contestant to the extent of count- 
ing caption-marked ballots, and to the extent of counting a large 
number of votes as to which they doubted whether the evidence 
was sufficient to warrant their being counted. Feeling that they 


Will the gentleman state 


ought to help the contestant so far as they conscientiously could, 
they counted them. 
But if the gentleman will turn to page 10 of the minority re- 
rt, I will call attention to the evidence as there stated and show 


ow absolutely misleading is the yom of the minority in this 


respect. Taking that one case of Mount Sidney, there are 12 of 
these burned ballots. Iam addressing my remarks at this time 
to the evidence in support of the counting of the burned ballots. 
Starting at page 10 of their report, the minority say that the con- 
testant is entitled to 12 votes there, and they call attention to the 


evidence of a man named Watson. After giving what he says in 
—— of their claim, they go a little further, and on page 11 
referto another witness—Landes. They say that Mr. Landes testi- 
fied that 12 of the 21 ballots which were destroyed were intended 
for Mr. Yost. 

Now, I am not going to argue that that statement was leading; 
that it merely stated the conclusion of the witneess, but he says: 


I thought these should be counted for Yost, because Tucker’s name was 
scra and Yost’s name left clear, and some of them had some of the 
names scratched. 
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Now, if gentlemen will read the report of this case, they can 
determine at a glance whether the majority of the committee 
were in error when they refused to count those 12 votes. We 
did not content ourselves with the direct examination in this 
case. The testimony came in all ways, and, as every lawyer 
knows, was very leading in its character. The witnesses, two- 
thirds of the time, stated simply their conclusions and not the 
facts. 

Now, [ understand the minority refer to two witnesses as sup- 
vorting their statement that 12 of those burned ballots should 
9e counted for Yost. We invited their attention in the majority 
report to the cross-examination of this man Landes, but they do 
not refer to that except to say that Landes, in his direct testimony, 
is supported by this man Watson. 

Mr. Speaker, on page 68 of the record in this case, which was in 
evidence before the committee, this same witness is asked on cross- 
examination: 


Of the 17 destroyed ballots, will you please state, were there any which had 
on them only the single name of any one of the five candidates for Congress? 


And he replies: 
There were not. 


In other words, he says that every one of those 17 ballots which 
were burned by that election board had on it more than one name 
as a candidate for Congress. 

Now, it is very clear, Mr. Speaker, that if each of those 17 bal- 
lots bore more than one name they could not be counted for Mr. 
Yost. Yet two witnesses testify in a general way that those 17 
baliots were counted for Yost; and the witness to whom I have 
just referred says that 12 of them should have been counted for 
Yost. Yet on cross-examination, as I have’ just shown, he says 
that each and every one of those 17 ballots had more than one 
name upon it. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Oh, no. 

Mr. JENKINS. Yes, sir. The question put to him was: 

Of the 17 destroyed ballots, will you please state, were there any which had 
on them only the single name of any one of the five candidates for Congress? 


And he says: 
There were not. 2 


Mr. BRUMM. To whom are those ballots credited in the 
report? : 

Ir. JENKINS. In the report of the majority they are not 
credited for anybody; but the minority count them. 

Mr. BRUMM. Would they change the result? 

Mr. JENKINS. They would not. 

Mr. BRUMM. Then ~— are not material. 

Mr. JENKINS. Now, then, Mr. Speaker, on page 11 of the 
minority report, with reference to the same question, you will find 
that there is an extension of the illustration I am giving to the 
House, and if you have time to follow it up all the way through I 
think you will admit that we are justified in making this claim— 
that while the evidence of the contestant, in general terms, includes 
a very large number of ballots from this county, that the same 
testimony on cross-examination or other evidence shows that there 
was more than one name for Congressman left on the ballot, and 
hence that the ballots must be rejected and could not be counted. 
At Verona—and I wish to say this for the benefit of the gentleman 
from Virginia — WALKER]—and call his attention to the fact, I 
am informed that at two of these precincts where the greatest 
amount of fraud is claimed to have been committed—that is, at 
Verona and Mount Sidney—two of the election officers whose testi- 
mony is in the case, which largely influenced the majority of the 
committee in its findings, are cousins of the learned gentleman 
from Virginia; and I wanted to ask him when he was on the floor 
if he desired to include those men in the “‘ great conspiracy” there 
to rob the Republican party of its rights? 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. Does the gentleman wish an 
answer? 

Mr. JENKINS. I will yield to the gentleman for an answer. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. do not know whether any of 
those gentlemen are related to me or not. I will say, however, 
that I have seen somerelations whom I would not be entirely will- 
ing to trust [laughter]; who were not perhaps any more honest 
than some of the gentleman’s own relations. 

Another thing: So many of my Democratic friends have rela- 
tions in that country that many of them stand rather badly when 
it comes to elections in Virginia. 

Mr. JENKINS. I want to say to my brother that no reflec- 
thon-—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. DALZELL). 
gentleman has expired. 

Mr. CANNON, I wanted to ask the gentleman a question for 
information. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


The time of the 


The Chair is advised that the 
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gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GrosvENoR] is to be recognized 
next. 

Mr. CANNON. I wanted to ask a question, with the consent 
of the gentleman from Ohio. Owing-to my duties in committee, 
it is not possible for me to be in the House to hear the argument, 
and I wish to make an inquiry of the gentleman for the purpose 
of getting information on which I may be able to make up my 
mind in reference to the case. 

Re SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Ohio 
yield? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I will yield to the gentleman for two min- 
utes. Of course, I do not propose toallow the debate to be opened 
up in my time. 

Mr. CANNON. Iwill be compelled to read a sentence in order 
to submit my question. I have in my hand the majority report, 
in which I find this language: 


After a careful examination of the exhibits relating to the recount through- 
out the whole district, it ap that there were “im rfectly marked’ 
ballots for Yost and 271 for Tucker; and 54“ blotted or blurred ” ballots for 
Yost and 14 for Tucker. The “imperfectly marked ballots are admitted to 
be ballots which were not marked, as provided in section 11 of the Walton act. 


Now, I wish to ask whether these ballots for both of these par- 
ties were rejected because they were not marked through three- 
fourths of the name? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. That is just the point; that isthe ground. 

Mr. JENKINS. I do not know whether I am to answer, or the 

ntleman from Ohio. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. If the gentleman will permit 
me— 

Mr. JENKINS. I yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I object to that. Let the gentle- 
man answer in his own time. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I will come to that in my own 
time. 

Mr. CANNON. LIhope the gentleman will answer it when he 
is on the floor. For on the answer to that point, sofar as I am at 
present advised, will depend my vote. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker, I think I owe an apology, 

rhaps to the constituency if not to the House of Representa- 

ives, for appearing to argue at any considerable length any con- 
tested-election case, and I want to point out, on the threshold of 
my remarks, what [ assume to be a justification for the going 
behind the report of the committee and looking into the facts 
and the law of the case itself. 

It has not been very often—indeed, it has never been—that I 
have attempted to argue against the report of the majority of the 
Committee on Elections, except in the single uestion of law that 
was involved in the case from the State of Illinois—a question of 
law that was decided, ultimately, by the supreme court of the 
State of Illinois as I claimed the law to be then, and against the 
report of the majority of the Committee on Elections. But I have, 
what seems to me now, es r justification. I want to know 
whether it is true or false that the people of the South, the people 
of the Republican party, are in mass and in detail claiming here 
at the hands of Congress rights and wrongs that do not exist; 
whether there are any honest Republicans in the South who 
are right when they say that they can have no justice, and that 
en elections are held in a great many of the districts of the 

uth. 

I hold in my hand a list of fifteen contested-election cases that 
have come from the committee which has reported this case, all 
decided in the present Congress by a majority of that committee, 
and I find that in those fifteen cases the majority of that commit- 
tee have reported in favor of seating 2 Republicans and 12 Demo- 
crats, and have turned out both sides in one case, 

Now, this has had the effect u my mind of calling on me to 
ascertain, if I possibly can, something of the merits of these cases; 
and when I hear members of the Republican party on this same 
committee, by the logic of their arguments, if not in plain terms, 
charging each other with misrepresentation of the facts, and 
applying principles of law on the one hand that are denied utterly 
on the other hand, I begin to think there must be something 
besides a duty devolving upon me to “go it blind” any longer 
upon these contested election cases, and I have concluded to look 
into them myself a little. 

Now, I do not believe that 18 out of 15 Republicans have come 
here with a fraud and attempte’ to practice it upon the peo- 
ple of the United States. [Applause.] I have bi ete for 
this committee in gross and in detail, every one of them, but there 
is such a thing as a little too much fair play. There is such a 
thing as standing up so perpendicular in this world that you lean 
a little back sometimes. And when there are social surroundings, 
matters of thoroughbred training, and a little of that intermixture 
of relationship from one sideof the country to the other that some- 
times permeates into cases, I am just a little afraid that some 
members of this committee may have made a mistake. 
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Statement of cases before Elections Committee No. 8, Fifty-fourth Congress of the United States. 




















Contestant. Contestee. 
State aap eens Action taken by committee. 
Name Politics. Name. Politics. 
_-~esesibciapcedeaotmneratilati ions iedibiitsdhiaatiniy cial ig lage caer an irene tactician cinasigeceisaginaesbnaciee 
1 | South Carolina...... Robt. Moorman.........- Republican ..| A. O. Latimer-...........- ----| Decided in favor of contestee. 
si 2 Be xt iden ete Joshua E. Wilson........}..... do........| Jno. L. McLaurin ......./....-. [Pcapeeces 0. 
3 |... x@cncenteeeieanees Geo. W. Murray........./....- OSE ES) ey  ““ Decided in favor of contestant. 
ali Mien aubisiindanitd Thos. B. Johnston......./..... 0 : Cane ee a a | eee Decided in favor of contestee. 
5 | TOXAS -....----------- A. J. Rosenthal........../..... do ........| Miles Crowley...........|.....do.......- Do. 
6 |.... ai caaneennne PO I tonteher en Populist -.... D. B. Culberson .........|.....do ........ Do. 
q |... GO scconaduondnedes S&S See Be | | et go Abbott ...............}..... ate Do 
§ | Virginit <ccccceecsens 8 4, oO eee .| W. R. McKenney........|..... i letindaian Decided in favor of contestant. 
9 |.....d0.-. ‘ A do OC. A. Swanson...........|-..-- GO .ecneeee Decided in favor of contestee. 
10 PP, ie CONF .ccsns aiqnaeacelibavaes ” | Saas 0. 
il BH. St. G. Tucker:........|.....do-........ Undecided. 
12 3 i iididitiadenciahcoiGndneces —— in favor of contestee. 
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Now, let us look into this case; and it does not need a very great | offensively, for I shall make no offensive argument against any- 
scope of examination. I do not expect, and I do not promise you, —but I defy you to show me that the legislation of the State 
that I shall go as thoroughly over the case as the members of the | of Virginia is different in principle, in effect, in legal operations, 
committee will, but I will point out the salient features of this | from the legislation of the State of Illinois. 
case, those which are controlling upon my mind. Now let us see what the supreme court of the State of Illinois 

It is claimed here upon the part of the contestant that there | has said upon that statute. ar in mind that the construction 
were more men in that Congressional district at the election in | of the statute of Virginia in its operation and effect upon these 
1894 who tried to vote for him than there were men who tried to | returns settles this question for the contestant or against him. It 
vote for his antagonist, and nobody disputes it. Is it not a little | all turns upon the question, in one instance if nct in all, but in 
strange, now, that when that fact stands here so strongly im- | one, upon the construction that is to be given to the power and 

sressed upon the records of this case that a man running can not | duty of this House in ascertaining what the will of the voter of 

Fail to read it, that we are yet to deny the seat to the a Virginia was when he cast his ballot. There is the whole of this 
and uphold the seat of the Democrat, upon the purest technicality | case, gentlemen. You may quibble about it. You may come 
ever argued in a court of justice or in a legislative hall? I sat | with your fine facts, your fine analyses of principles of law; but 
and listened here for one solid hour to the gentleman from Wis- | the whole question turns upon the limitation or the nonlimitation 
consin [Mr. JENKINS], and he never offered or suggested an equi- | of the House of Representatives in determining how far they will 
table consideration in favor of the contestee. His argument was | look into that election and see what was the purpose, the expressed 
that of the skilled lawyer addressed to a technical court upon a | intention, of the voters of Virginia in that behalf. Anything 
technical construction of a technical statute, while stamped upon | short of that is to wrong a man out of a right bya quibble. I 
the whole record of this case stands the undeniable proposition | use the word ‘‘ quibble” with the highest degree of respect for 
that, amid all the surroundings and all the features tending to | the able gentlemen. They are standing upon nothing else. I do 
lower the ballot of the contestant, nevertheless a large majority | not want to make light of their underpinning. [Laughter.] I 
tried to vote for him, and a large majority believed they had voted | remember the discussion in this House about the question of the 
for him; and the whole question is, Will the House of Representa- | ballot in Illinois; and you all remember how a great many of you 
tives deny to Mr. Yost his seat upon this floor because skillful | gentlemen were carried away to do what turned out to be, if not 
lawyers, arguing from the basis of pure technicality, are able to | corrected, a most rank injustice. You followed this same idea 
show that a statute was not complied with, and that an organized | of technical construction of a statute, and youdid awrong. You 
system of electoral outrage has = it beyond the power of this pepermes a wrong; but you set it right again later on; and you 
contestant to secure a return of a majority of the votes? The /| learned a lesson. Here is what the Illinois statute says. This is 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. JENKINS] has argued—and I hope | a mandatory law; and the principles applicable to the statutes of 
members of the House of Representatives on both sides will hear | Illinois as mandatory and directory of the principles for the con- 
my further delineation and illustration of this argument—that | struction of the statutes of Dlinois are just exactly what they are 
while the Constitution of the United States confers upon the | as to the construction of the statute of Virginia; no more, and no 
House of Representatives the power to decide the election, quali- | less. Here there was a peremptory statute that a certain ballot 
fications, ool returns of its own members, yet, inasmuch as we | should be counted and that certain other ballots should not be 
have no Federal election law, we have waived our constitutional | counted. The supreme court of Ilinois, in the case of Parker 
right and the Constitution is repealed by the waiver of Congress. | against Orr, said: 

{am sure the lawyers on this floor will do me the justice to say | 14 has always been held in this State that if the intention of the voter can 
that that is the logic, force, effect, alpha, and omega of the gen- | be fairly ascertained by the ballot, though not in strict conformity with the 
tleman’s eer on ~ point. < me repeat z now, _ it | law, effect will be given to that intention. 
strikes at the bottom of the entire defense upon this question. : : ee ' la. 
Grant that the Constitution gives to Con the power to judge— That is what we claim here to-day. Thatis w hat has le en held; 

: gp be : that is the law of every civilized State of the Union; and anything 
not to enact laws, but to judge—of the election, qualifications, short of that would foster in a technical construction of : lec 
and returns of its members, yet that, inasmuch as we have not tiom board the power to disfranchise a maiorit a. Con ele : al 
legislated upon this subject, we have waived our right and are district or of a ctate we —- 
bound by the statutes of the States. Such a claim as that was ‘A MEMBER "Read further 
never made by the strongest adherent of States’ rights in all the; 3. GROSsVENOR (readin ): 
history of the great line of arguments pro and con on this mighty : 8): 

Br ay pp ee AR a 

It is left to Congress to say who was elected, gentlemen of the : . : a.) 6 ee 
House of Representatives, just as much as it was when we had | recoron which it is cloar that the voters actempted te make eras in the 
= force law in process of execution in the South. Suppose the proper place oa peareene Ge choice of candidate, but succeeded more or less 

egislature of a sovereign State—I will not mention a Southern | ™pertect'y: peng Citar & Such Cases that the intention was to conform 
State, but let us take the State of lowa—suppose the State of Iowa to the statute, and not to distinguish a ballot, they were properly counted. 


should enact that, no matter who should receive the greatest num- Gentlemen, before you decide this case against the contestant, I 
ber of votes, whoever secured the certificate of election should be | appeal to you, on behalf of common justice and of plain common 
the Congressman. sense, take these ballots [exhibiting sample ballot}, 471 of them, 

Now, there is the ad absurdum of this claim; but this is a fair | and tell me and tell your conscience if you do not know what tlie 
and just illustration of the argument. Would the House of Rep- — of these voters was when they put these ballots into the 
resentatives in that case have the right to look in and say who it x. 


was that bad the greatest number of votes, notwithstanding the Mr. JENKINS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
legislation of that State said that the minority man should be | question? 

seated? But the gentleman has made a most unfortunate refer- Mr. GROSVENOR. Yes. I will not set the example that the 
ence to the statute of the State of Illinois. The statute is in prin- | gentleman did by refusing me. 

Mew if not in verbiage, on all fours with the statute of Virginia, Mr. JENKINS. I want to ask the gentleman if he does not 
which he says supervenes here to prevent us from deciding who | know that these ballots that he has spoken of were never used, 
was elected in that Congressional district. It is on all fours, gen- | and that there was no evidence that they were ever used? 

tlemen of the House of Representatives, I defy—I do not do this| Mr. GROSVENOR. I understand it perfectly. 





Mr. WALKER of Virginia. You will decide that if you just 
take the minority report. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Now, let us see what the rule of law is. 
Ten hundred and seventy-one ballots were burned. What says 
the law of the universe? The man who destroys evidence shall 
not be heard when he wants benefit because of its destruction. 
[Applause.] What is the proposition of the law? The will that 
conveys the real estate of a dead man, if it has been burned, ma 
be proven by oral testimony, and it conveys as good title as thoug 
it was in existence and on record. The promissory note of my 
friend is just as good if it is burned up as it is in evidence if Ican 

prove its contents. So the law recognizes the ls and the 
validity of secondary evidence, as we call it. it is just as 
binding. I said the gentleman stood upon a quibble. I said it 
respectfully. I may be induced to steer away from that _—— 
tion after awhile. He now says to me, ‘“‘ [know that these ballots 
have been simply proven to be secondary evidence.” Iknowit per- 
fectiy well. There is the sworn testimony that this is a reproduc- 
tion of the ballots. He says, ‘‘Do not take that as evidence.” 
We do not know whether there are reproductions or not. 

Mr. JENKINS. I made no such claim, and the committee 
makes nosuchclaim. You certainly do not understand this case. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Ido understandita t deal better than 
you do: but lam not admitting that that is a very large claim. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. JENKINS. With all due respect to the gentleman’s power 
of ridicule, the committee nor myself made any such claim as 
that—that we could not use second evidence. What I said 
was that that ballot was never in evidence; that the ballots you 
are talking about were never in evidence and never used. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Let us see if this is not more technical 
than ever. I bring my witness into court, who is able to describe 
a thing. In order to illustrate his testimony I put a model, or a 
diagram, or a drawing of the locus in quo in proof in the case, and 
then the gentleman comes and says that that never was used as 
evidence! We have proved the existence of these ballots—— 

Mr. McCALL of chusetts. If the — will permit 
an interruption, the point is that the exhibit which you print does 
notcorrespond with the testimony which your own witnesses intro- 
duced as to the character of the ballot—that is, there is a discrep- 
ancy between your own illustration and your own testimony. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. That is an entirely different question. 
There is the difference between the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts and his comembers of the committee, and inasmuch as I find 
a good deal of positive evidence that the gentleman is mistaken 
about other things, I assume the fact to be against him upon this 

point. 

Mr. HALL. Will the gentleman permit a question? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. es, sir. 

Mr. HALL. It is with regard to those 1,021 ballots that were 
burned. I understood the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. JEn- 
KINS] to say, and I have talked with other gentlemen who have 
said, in response to questions, that those ballots that were burned 

._ were burned under these circumstances—and if you have evidence 
to any other effect, I would like to have you call attention to it. 

Mr. GROSVENOR (interrupting). I withdraw my consent. 
I do not want an argument instead of a question, and I am not 
going to have it, either. The gentleman knows that I am capable 
of taking care of my own time without having an argument inter- 
polated into my s h. 

Mr. HALL. ell, then, will the gentleman let me ask him a 
plain, a 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I wish you would, if you can ask a plain, 
straight one, and I know you can. 

Mr. HALL. Thank you. My question is this: Has not the 
statement before this House been that those 1,021 ballots were 
burned with the unanimous agreement, consent, and concurrence 
of every one of the eae Democratic, and Popu- 
list—and in pursuance of a uniform custom which had p iled 
for years under an old law, and that the Walton law contained 
no provision to the contrary? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. The gentleman has seen fit to answer my 
argument before I get through, which is a most unfair way to 
treat a man upon the floor. I had not got to that question, and 
the gentleman knew it. 

Mr. HALL. I thought you were discussing the burnt ballots. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I was discussing the burnt ballots for an 
entirely different purpose. I will come to the point which the 
gentleman refers to and then he may ask any questions about it 
that he desires. Mr. S er, this is what I was trying to show 
when I was interrupted. We have come as near to putting in 
evidence this scratched ballot as it is possible to do. Take page 
14 of the minority report, where there is an extract from the tes- 
— of Mr. Hess which has never been attempted to be con- 

cted by anybody. There was no attack made upon his testi- 
mony either by cross-examination or by calling witnesses to 
contradict him. Ab the precinct where he voted there were eleven 


ballots burned. Three of them were scratched with vertical lines, 
Here we have them illustrated in the record, all the names being 
scratched except Mr. Yost’s. From the description given by the 
witness this illustration is made. Now, tlemen, if you want 
to quibble over that question—and if 7 o not—take one of these 
ballots and take the testimony of this witness—to-night, before 
you go to bed, before deny this man his right—take that ballot 
and scratch it as the testimony of the witnesses directs you to do, 
and see if you do not get a complete illustration of the ballot in 
this minority report. I stand upon that. 

Now, let us see what is the fair inference that is to be drawn 
from the destruction of these ballots. In every State in the Union 
that I know anything about where the Australian ballot or any 
of these improved systems of balloting have gone into operation 
the doubtful ballot is the one that is saved. The questionable 
ballot is treasured up by the election officers; the unquestioned 
ballots are burned. t is the law of the State of New York; 
that is the law of the State of Ohio; that is the law in every State 
that I know an about that attempts to have anything like 
a fair system o: dusliows I will give you an illustration. In the 
State of Ohio there are 2 Democratic —— and 2 Republican, 
1 Democratic clerk and 1 Republican—3 election officers of ea 
party. They count the votes. Every ballot that has about i 
any mark or any lack of mark which makes it uncertain they 
save, and when they have concluded the count those ballots about 
which there is noquestion are burned. Now, in how many places 
in this case were the ballots burned? In that Congressional dis- 
trict, im that great line of precincts, fifteen-in number, I think, 
as shown by the evidence there were these doubtful ballots 
everywhere, and yet, by some sort of judgment, by 
some sort of concurrence, by some sort of mental operation that 
ran through the minds of the election officers in all those pre- 
cincts, the doubtful ballots were all burned up and the good Dale 
lots were saved. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. If I may interrupt the gentle- 
man again, I do not think he intends to misstate the ony, 
but the evidence clearly shows that fully two-thirds of the so- 
called ‘‘ imperfect” ballots were burned; that there was no general 
understanding throughout the district, and that in various pre- 
cincts, with two or t exceptions, the district election officers 
a burned the ballots. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Now, the gentleman is putting his inno- 
cence up against the record. [Laughter.} He § an honest man. 
[Renewed laughter.] Did you ever know of a set of rascals—I am 

—to get together and say: 
arn up all these ballots.” That is not the way 


They operate by a sort of consensus of judg- 


=~" f stating this by way of illustration—to 
ae e will agree to 

t rascals operate. 
ment atthe time. And it 
districts, where the light of education has not been 


is a little strange that down in those 

generally dis- 
seminated, as appears by this record, there should have been such 
a consensus of opinion that they would burn all the bad ballots 
and none of the good ballots. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin has said that we are making a 
wrong statement when we say that the ju of the election were 
packed, in the ordi use of that term. ys it does not a 
pear that they were all Democratic judges. I understood him 
say that wherever there were in t and able Republicans 
they were always put on. Let us see what the record shows. In 

rst County was no ublican representation at the 
precincts of r, Pedlar Mills, Oronoco, Chestnut, Furnace, 
and Millners, all of which, except one, returned majorities for the 
contestee. In answer to the question, ‘Do you whether 
there are qualified voters who can read and write at those pre- 
cincts who are Republican in tics?” Mr. Samuel C. Allen, 
chairman of the Republican in that county, answers, ‘‘ Yes, 
sir; I know that in every precinct in Amherst County there are 
qualified ublicans to act as election officers.” I refer to page 
127 of the evidence. And this same law that has been invoked as 
a mandatory enactment makes it a duty to elect and put upon 
Se maguivemeah of helen Toteaiak Gn ionenin Rover. 

e requirement of the law. we 2 u 
licans left off the election boards; controverted Dahots discov ; 
a unanimous consent to burn them up, and the evidence thereby 
destroyed. What is the inference? Every lawyer here knows 
what is the inference from the destruction or wi ding of evi- 
dence. What is the law that has been written where no legisla- 
tion can re it—in the common knowl and judgment of 
mankind? oever destroys a matter of ce, suppresses it, 
keeps it from his opponent—in any wise disables his opponent 
from getting possession of it—the law takes that fact and construes 
a unobtainable evidence against the man who is found in de- 

ault. 

Mr. JENKINS. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 


Mr. GROSVENOR. 
Mr. JENKINS. 2a the guativees ben eek ee he wants to 
be fair, I want to him whether willing to continne reel, 
ing the record w shows that at of very prec 
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Representatives. It is simply a State regulation, by which the 
State says to its officers, and can say to no other officers—certainly 
can not say to the members of this House—that, unless the voter 
shall draw his line through three-fourths of the name of any can- 


didate on the ballot that he desires to reject, the name not 
be rejec On the contrary, when evidence comes here which, 
upon natural and reasonable consideration, satisfies the minds of 
the members that the voter intended to vote, according to the 
evidence borne upon the face of his ballot, for one person and not 
for another, then this House must adopt the view that is consonant 
with the intention of the voter, even though it may not be in com- 

lete harmony with the laws of the State where the vote was cast. 

t is true that the States may prescribe, as they generally have 
prescribed, the form of the vote that is to be given, and may say that 
none but a certain form of ballot shall be used. That is a mode of 
regulating elections that necessarily is exclusive on the of the 
State: but when the ballot is framed in conformity with the laws 
of the State and has through the hands of the voter, and 
he has indicated on the face of that ballot what his intention is as 
to the persons who were candidates for this office, that intention 
should be r ized and carried out by the House of Representa- 
tives more strictly, more thoroughly, more earnestly, than by any 
other body in existence. 

Now, what is the situation here? We have certain ballots that 
were burned, over 1,100 of them, I believe, and that were marked 
in a peculiar manner by the voters who failed to obey and 
out literally the provision of the law of the State of Virginia wi 
reference to the marking of ballots. It is to be remem that 
one great purpose and object of the laws on this subject should be 
to protect the illiterate voter, to enable him to express his con- 
victions by the form and manner in which he prepares his ballot 
and deposits it in the ballot box. He is not the man to read the 
laws of the State. He isnot the man to read these restrictions 
upon the exercise of his right of franchise. Ordinarily he can 
know nothing about them, but he knows and believes that, as a 

art of the free Government of the country, when he shows by 
his action upon the face of his ballot what his intention is, that 
intention will be carried out in pursuance of his wish—certainly 
so when the question comes before the House of Representatives 
of the United States. And, Mr. Speaker, what can more clearly 
and unequivocally indicate the intention of the voter upon this 
occasion than the ballots, a facsimile of which is spread upon 
the minority report presented here, according to the evidence of 
the witnesses who describe the manner in which the ballots in 
question were marked? 

The ballots themselves were not preserved. They were de- 
stroyed; and why were they destroyed, unless it was for the pur- 
pose of preventing the ee of complete, accurate, and 
perfect evidence before this House, or any other body having cog- 
nizance of this subject, as to what the voter actually intended to 
do? Upon the face of these ballots, instead of drawing his pen 
through the nathe, in some instances the voter had made a line, 
or several lines, across the name of the mn for whom he did not 
desire to vote. In other instances he drawn a line, as nearly 
as aman with a tremulous hand would be able to do, through the 
name of the individual that he did not design to votefor. In other 
instances, under the influence of a similar disability—a tremulous 
hand—his line has gone above a part of a name, and in others be- 
low a part of aname. Such appears to be the evidence on which 
the election officers of the State of Virginia concluded that they 
must reject these ballots and not count them for either of the con- 
testing candidates. They were at liberty to conform, and prob- 
ably it was their duty to conform, as officers of that State, to the 
provisions of its law, even though it required the application of a 
mathematical calculation for the a of determining whether 
in point of fact the line had gone through three-fourths of the 
name upon the ticket. But there is no such restriction here. 

Here the question is, and must be, relative to all election contests 
that are brought before the House, not what the State has said to 
its own officers shall be the peculiar form and evidence of the elec- 
tor’s intention, but whether there is enough on the face of the 
ballot to show what that intention was as a reasonable construction 
of the act of the party who has put his vote into the ballot box. 
And when a ballot of this kind appears before the House, and, by the 
line drawn in this angaleondl manner, the voter has shown that 
he did not intend to vote for the n whose name is partly ob- 
literated by the line, though he may not have drawn the line strictly 
through three-fourths of the name, can we have any doubt what 
our construction of sucha vote should be? Why should the voter 
pose this line upon the name of the candidate at all? Whyshould 

e endeavor toerase that name from the ticket? And why should 
he carry his intention and his efforts so far as to make the line 
apply to every other person except one candidate upon the ticket 
unless he intended his act to be unequivocal evidence to the body 
at liberty to consider the effect of it that he did not intend to vote 
for any one of these persons whose names were in this manner 
partially obliterated? 
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That is the natural supposition presenting itself to the mind of 
any person exercising his reason or experience upon a subject of 
this kind. If you place such a ticket so marked before even an 
illiterate person and ask what is meant when that line is drawn 
through all the other names except one on the face of the ticket, 
his answer would be unequivocal, without a moment's reflection 
or hesitation, that the person who made those marks upon the 
ticket did not intend to vote for either of those persons but in- 
tended to have it known and understood that no one of those per- 
sons whose name was affected by this act of obliteration was the 
candidate of his choice; but, on the other hand, when, taking the 
entire ticket into consideration, it is seen that he leaves one name 
upon the face of the ticket entirely unaffected by his act, every- 
one will say the voter has clearly indicated his intention to vote 
for that man and not for the others on the ticket. There is no 
man in this House who can take this ticket in hand and looking 
at it declare his conviction to be that any other purpose was 
indicated by the voter when he finished marking the ticket and 
had it put into the ballot box. Under these circumstances it is 
certainly therefore the imperative duty of this House to carry into 
effect what clearly appears to have been the determination of the 
voter himself. 

You are asked here to determine who was elected; and what 
better evidence of an election can possibly be presented than the 
unequivocal circumstance that the voter has drawn his line or 
attempted to draw his line through every other name on the ticket 
except one, which he leaves entirely unaffected and undisturbed? 
Who can say there is any possibility of doubt of the intention of 
the voter when these acts were performed by him, and with their 
evidence the ballot was placed in the ballot box? Why, sir, the 
matter would seem to be beyond possible controversy. And when, 
as appears here, these ballots were destroyed, were burned, with 
these evidences upon them, the party who now objects to the in- 
sufficiency of this evidence can have no good ground to stand 
upon, because we are to take the best evidence of the intention of 
the voter that can be or has been aap lied, which, in this case, is 
the description given of these burne ‘ballots from the memory of 
witnesses who were familiar with them. Such evidence is spread 
upon the record. There is no doubt or dispute that so far as con- 
cerns the recollection of witnesses who saw these ballots and were 
cognizant of the ae made of them by the officers of the 
election—there can be no doubt that these witnesses fully under- 
stood what was the import of those ballots and were able to tes- 
tify when brought before the commissioner or notary as to the 
peculiar marks on those ballots. These witnesses have given the 
very best evidence that the nature of the case admits of. They 
have given a description of these ballots with such a degree of 
accuracy and uniformity as to leave nosubstantial conflict or dis- 
crepancy in their statements. Those witnesses stand before the 
House giving their evidence intelligently—describing fully the 
appearance of these ballots—describing them so accurately that a 
fair representation of them has been produced from the record for 
the consideration of the House. 

Mr. DOLLIVER. How many votes were affected by those 
eee marked ballots? 

. DANIELS. Either 1,071 or 1,021. There is no dispute as 
to the number, although those tickets have disappeared. 

It is objected here that the ticket should not have that degree 
of effect as will change the declared result of the election, because 
of the inability to prove for whom the ballots were deposited in 
the ballot boxes. But as has been correctly stated, and I may be 
at liberty to repeat it here, because the principle is a correct one, 
where the evidence of a fact is destroyed, the parties who were 
engaged in it, or in whose interest the destruction takes place, 
are not at liberty to say that the evidence should have no effect 
against them or against him if it had not been destroyed in the 
manner it appears to have been destroyed in this case. On the 
contrary, where testimony has been destroyed, or where it has 
been obliterated, in whole or in part by the act or in the interest 
of a party, the presumption is that it would weigh against that 
party in case it was produced, in the opinion of the body who is 
called upon to take cognizance of it, and whose action may be 
controlled by the facts that such evidence should present. That 
is a substantial and well-settled principle followed in all of the 
courts of the country, and one that commends itself to the com- 
mon sense and reason of every individual who reflects upon it. So 
that we have in the fact of the destruction of 1,(21 or 1,071 bal- 
lots a degree of evidence that is certainly persuasive, in this, that 
probably a large number of votes, and a sufficient number to have 
more than changed the result as the returns have been made in 
this election in favor of the contestant against the contestee, were 
destroyed and not counted. We can not close our eyes to the evi- 
dence existing in reference to this matter. Wecan not reject the 
conviction, or say that the evidence is not entirely conclusive as 
to the intention of the voter, but we are called upon to act with 
the greatest degree of consistency, and 1 might say of inconsist- 
enoy also, to give effect to the law of the State rather than the 
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evidence showing the intention of the voter after he had placed 
his ballot in the hands of those persons who deposited it in that 
form in the box. Is a State law more a or more controll- 
ing, to affect the opinion or the action of this body, than the in- 
tent of the man who marks his ballot in this manner? 

Why, they say, and it seems to have been a device to entrap the 
ignorant voters, that unless you draw a line through three-fourths 
of the name, your vote shall be lost; it shall count for nothing. 
Where there is such a provision, it can only address itself to the 
intelligent portion of the community, and even some of the most 
intelligent persons could not fail to lose their ballots by a uniform 
application of that principle, because they, under of the cir- 
cumstances, would not probably be familiar with the exact text 
of the enactment. They would not all be able to understand the 
necessity of drawing this line through three-fourths of the name. 
They would ordinarily say, ‘‘I marked the ballot to indicate my 
intention, and that fact ought to be sufficient to give effect to it. 
Under all ordinary circumstances I may exercise my own author- 
ity and option as an elector with that view in mind.” 

Mr. HULICK. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 


Mr. DANIELS. Certainly. 

Mr. HULICK. I understood from what you stated that as this 
is a contest as to who shall be entitled to a seat here, the contest- 
ant or the contestee, we should look to discover, if possible, the 
intention of the voter, and disregard the statute uiring that 
this line shall be drawn through three-fourths of the name re- 
jected on the ballots. Now, if this were a contest in the State 
Sotdiatene of Virginia, and you were engaged in giving your 
judgment and opinion on that, would you disregard the statute 
of the State of Virginia and, without regard to the letter of the 
law, determine what was the intent of the voter, and let that have 
effect rather than the technical language or requirement of the 
statute? 

Mr. DANTELS. I will say in answer to the gentleman from 
Ohio that, severe as the language of the statute is, restrictive and 
unjust as it is, certainly to the ignorant voter, if I were acting in 
Virginia, where the law is entitled to full force and effect, not- 
withstanding the imposition of the restriction, at variance neces- 
sarily with the exercise of the franchise by illiterate people, I 
should conform to the law, because it would be the law of the State 
and in force there. But itis not in force here. A different sys- 
tem is here presented. We are essed of power in our own 
right. This law has no extraterritorial effect, and when a ques- 
tion comes here to the House it is for it to say who was elected, 
because under the Constitution it has the power to judge of the 
election, qualifications, and returns of its own members. 

Mr. HULICK. Let me ask the gentleman another question. 
In the State of Ohio we require the voter to put a cross mark be- 
fore the name of the candidate for whom he casts his vote. Now, 
suppose he were only to put a straight mark there, would not that 
indicate that he intended to vote for that candidate? And would 
the gentleman apply the strict rule in the State and reject the 
vote, and in Congress here determine the true intent of the voter? 

Mr. DANIELS. No; I am not prepared to say that I would 
apply the rule there, for the reason that the language of the stat- 
ute of the State of Ohio, as is the case with the language of the 
statutes of many of the Statesupon this subject, is of an arbitrary 
character. There is nothing in and of itself in a mark, whether 
it is a cross mark or a straight line, which indicates what the in- 
tention of the voter is in placing that mark upon his ballot; and it 
is only because the laws of the State have given it a special sig- 
nificance that it becomes an important circumstance; while here 
in this instance the voter has placed upon his ballot a mark which 
has a natural and reasonable significance, and shows what his in- 
tention was in putting that mark there. 

Mr. GROS OR. Will the gentleman from New York allow 
me? Under the legislation of Ohio the most liberal decisions have 
been made, the courts even going beyond the court of Illinois, bas- 
ing their decisions upon the ground that it is a simple question of 
what the actual intent of the voter was. 

Mr. DANIELS. That is what we have done in this House. 

r. BRUMM. The decisionsin Pennsylvania are the same, that 
c *m a hieroglyphic will answer the purpose. 

‘Mr. DANI Even under the arbitrary provisions of the laws 
cf those States; and I say if the manner in which the mark was 
made showed the intention of the voter, although it may not have 
been a literal compliance with the requirement, yet when we could 
see what the intention was we have given effect to that intention 
in the cases that have been brought before this House. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him one question? i 

Mr. DANIE Yes. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Do I understand the gentle- 
man to say that if he were a judge sitting in Virginia he would 
hold that this particular provision of the statute was mandatory, 


JANUARY 20, 


and that he would not order a vote counted which failed to com- 
—S its requirement? 
r. DAN Probably. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I understood you to say that, 

Mr. DANIELS. I say I might do that if I were acting under 
the laws of the State of Mees con 
7 Mr. FOOTE. Will my eague allow me to ask him one ques- 

on? 

Mr. DANIELS. ee 

Mr. FOOTE. What would have been the difference in the result 
of this election if these votes in which you claim the intention wag 
clearly shown had been counted as you claim they should have 
been counted? 

Mr. DANTELS. Itis practically conceded here, as I understand 
the discussion before the House, and as questions which I put to 
gentlemen and have been answered indicate the fact to be, that 
then the majority would be in favor of the contestant. 
ae TUC . Not atall. The gentleman is entirely mis- 

en. 

Mr, DANIELS. The contestant himself says he would have a 
plurality of 22; that is, depending only upon this bare circumstance 
as to the 1,021 or the 1,071 that were destroyed, bearing 
these evidences of the intention of the voter; and I may say here, 
in reference to what the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr, 
oe asked a, ese the case of the oe of be : ~e 

y an ar mark whose cance is provi y @ 
statute of the State, is catirely Niffecent from: tt this case. An Somes 
aman, in a State where that mark is required to be placed upon 
the ballot, should fail to do it, but should draw a line through the 
name of the person that he did not intend to vote for, and then 
should write out, what would make the thing still more signifi- 
cant, the words: 


I put this line through this name because I do not intend or desire to vote 
for that candidate. 


The State authorities would say, ‘‘ We are bound the State 
law, and we must reject this ballot, as not being properly marked, 
not having that si cant mark upon it which the State law has 
said shall be the only evidence of the voter’sintention;” but when 
it comes up here, this House is notrestricted or controlled by that 

rovision of the law of the State. It is entitled to look at the evi- 

ences of the intention of the voter, and to judge and determine 
the election by reason and in view of that intention. If that is 
not to be done, then the States are furnished with a weapon by 
which they may require a conformation by the voter to any unreae 
sonable provision contained in the State law, or else that he shall 
lose the benefit of his vote. 

They may in this manner exclude from the ballot box, exclude 
from the benefit of the election, every illiterate man who may be 
found in a State; and certainly this House would never be willing 
to go so far as to sanction any provision, or the of any 
legislative authority, of this description. On the other hand, we 
have always—and I hope always continue to do so—looked at 
the evidence of the intention of the voter, and, where that can be 
disclosed, to hold that no artifice and no device of State law shall 
have the effect here which would have the purpose, the design, 
and the result and the consequence of striking from the ballot list 
= vote of a — who has so unequivocally indicated what - 
intention was. Here we are to go upon more enlarged principles, 
and we aré not to sanction what might be the policy of the legis- 
latures of the States. We are not to sanction the exercise of 
authority in such manner as to create artifices by and through 
which a man’s intention as a voter shall be entirely destroyed 
and the effect of his ballot shall be wholly obliterated. 

Mr. BAILEY. Will the gentleman from New York permit me 
to interrupt him? If it be true that in this House we are not to 
be governed by the law of a State where an election was held 
then will the gentleman from New York be good enough to tell 
us what law does govern? 


Mr. DANIELS. Iam di this case; and as to this case 


I say that the general principle of law that is tolerated by the Con- 
stitution, and is designed to carry into effect the intention of the 
voter, is the one by which we are to be governed in our conduct 
upon a contest of this character. 

Mr. BAILEY. My understanding is that in the absence of a 
Federal statute ing the election of members of this House 
the only law is the State law, and that unless a man be elected 
according to that law he can not be elected at all. 

Mr. DANIELS. I think that proposition is a little stronger 
than the Constitution will sanction. [Laughter.] Undoubtedly 
in many respects we are required to observe the regulations of 
the State, but not upon this important subject here. When the 
ballot is ed as the State law requires it to be, to let no vote 
go into the box, and it is so the State has exercised its 
authority; but when a voter has taken the ballot and — to 
indicate an expression of his will and his intention and pus 
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unequivocally what that intent was upon the ballot, then I say 
that this House, judging of the qualification and election of its 
members, is in duty bound to give effect to that evidence of inten- 
tion rather than to a restriction which leaves it to the arbitrary 
requirements of a State that may be inconsistent with the exer- 
cise of that benign authority. That is as far as we propose to go 
here. Itisas far as this case requires that any member of this 
House shall go. And we say here, in the exercise of this over- 
ruling power given by the Constitution to the House of Represent- 
atives, that when we have unequivocal evidence of the fact of 
what the intention of the voter is, we shall carry that intention 
into effect. 

What will be the consequences if we do not do so? What will 
be the result if any other principle be adopted? Why, it will be 
that any State in the Union, no matter what its ition may 
be, will be entitled to throw around the exercise of this franchise 
such restrictions as can not a be complied with by any illit- 
erate or ignorant person, and consequently the entire vote of the 
community, so far as these le are concerned, shall be rejected 
and count for nothing. House will hesitate long before it 
will concede to the legislature of any State in this Union that 
ow over the exercise of the elective franchise by the voters of a 

tate. On the contrary, when we come to see who is to receive 
the majority of that exercise of the intention of the voter, when 
we come to see where the result is, it is our duty to give effect to 
that result and carry into effect the intention of the voter, and 
not permit the legislatures of the States to fritter this away and 
destroy the existence of this right of suffrage on the part of the 
citizen by any restriction of so unreasonable a character as is pro- 
posed by its legislature. It strikes me we have no difficultyin the 
way of a member that shall besitting hereto-day. But the House 
place now its condemnation upon the exercise of any such 
authority as shallapparently be intended to exclude the possibility 
of illiterate voters expressing their intentions as to their candidate 
at the polls in the exercise of the privilege of the elective franchise. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLatTT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had agreed to the report of the commit- 
tee of conference, and had further insisted upon its amendments 
numbered 3 and 4 to the bill (H. R. 9638) making appro riations 
for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1898. , 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a conference report 
on the Army appropriation bill. 

The conference report was read, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the Sisapes votes of the two Houses 

of the Senate to the (H. R. 9638) appropria- 

tions for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
having met, after full and free ‘erence have agreed to recommend and do 
recommend to their B 


to ve : 
That the House ent tothe amendments of the 
Senate numbered 1, 2, and 5, and agree to the same, 
That the House recede from its + tothe amendment of the 
Senate numbered 6, and agree to the same with amendments as follows: 
Strike out the mat inserted by said Senate amendment @ out 


r the word “dollars,” in line 15, page 23, of the bill, all 


cluding word “duty,” in line 19, same page; and agree to the same. 
amendments numbered and 4the committee of conference has been 
una agree. 


J. A. T. HULL 

R. WAYNE PARKER 

GEO. B. MoCLELL 

Managers on the part of the House. 
M. 8. QUAY 
GENE 

JO. 0. 8. BLACKBURN, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 


The statement of the conferees on the part of the House is as 
follows: 


STATEMENT. 
The conferees to the following: 
No.1. Autho promotions in the Signal Corps below the rank of 


i o. 2. Is a verbal correction, and leaves the bill the same. 
o. 5. Increases the amount appropriated for the Signal Corps from §15,000 


000. 
o. 6. As eapentod, strikes out the entire proviso, which provides for de- 
enlisted men 


or the Signal Co: 

@ disagree as to amendments 3and 4. These amendments relate to the 
Army and Navy tals at Hot Springs, Ark.,and reverse the action of the 
House in this matter as decided by a vote of the House when the bill was un- 
der consideration, the Senate conferees refusing consent to any change in 


the Senate amendment. 
J. A. T. HULL. 
R. WAYNE PARKER. 
Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House adopt that 


part i the conference report on which there has been an agree- 
men 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HULL. I now move that the House insist upon its dis- 
nent as to the other items and ask for afurther conference. 
motion was agreed to; and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr, 


DALZELL) appointed as conferees on the part of the House My 
Hutu, Mr. PARKER, and Mr. McCLEeLian, 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. Dayton, for five days, on account of important business; 
To Mr. Brostvs, for the remainder of this week, on account of 
illness. 
YOST VS. TUCKER. 


Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, in accordance 
with the request of many members, I would like to try to come 
to an agreement as to the time when the vote shall be taken upon 
the pending contested-election case. I understand that the other 
side are ing that some hour shall be fixed for taking the vote, 
and I will ask my friend from Virginia [Mr. WALKER} what he 
is a to to? 

Mr. of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I can hardly say 
what time would suit. I have requests from four or five gentle- 
men who have expressed a wish to speak upon the case to-mors, 
row, and I desire to submit some remarks upon it myself. 
think it is hardly probable that we shall reach a vote before 
o’clock or ibly 5 o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I understood from the gentle- 
man earlier in the afternoon that he would be satisfied to have the 
vote taken at 3 o’clock or half past 3 to-morrow, and now, in order 
that members may have some definite knowledge on the subject, 
I will ask unanimous consent that the vote be taken at half past 4 
to-morrow. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I have no objection to that. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. Payne (at 5 o’clock and 6 
minutes p. m.), adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commuy 
nications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
follows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Navy, replying to the 
House resolution of January 14, 1897, as to the cost of repairs to 
the frigate Constitution—to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, submitting 
estimate of appropriation for services of a commissioner to nego- 
tiate with the Crow, Flathead, and other Indians—to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, 
with a communication from G. W. Parks, a recommendation for 
an appropriation for compensation of officérs of election in Utah 
and of the Utah Commission—to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, asking for 
an estimate of the probable amount of space required for the pres- 
ent and prospective needs of the House of Representatives for the 
storage of documents, papers, etc.—tothe Committee on Accounts, 





REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, sub- 
mitteda sot Sener (No. 2517, part 2) on the bill of th 
House (H. R. 10002) making appropriations for the current an 
contingent expenses of the Indian Department and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes; which said report was 
— to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 

nion. 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which was 
referred the bill of the Senate (S. 1296) entitled ‘** An act to com- 
mission passed assistant surgeons in the United States Navy, and 
to providefor their examination preliminary to their promotion to 
the grade of surgeon,” reported the same without amendment, 
accompanied by a report (No. 2581); which said bill and report 
were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. ELLIS, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to which 
was referred the bill of the House (i. R. 9493) to amend an act 
entitled ‘‘An act to forfeit certain lands heretofore granted for 
the purpose of aiding in the construction of railroads, and for 
other ey approved September 29, 1890, and the several 
acts amendatory thereof, reported the same without amendment, 
accompanied by a report (No. 2584); which said bill and report 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 
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Mr. McCLELLAN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9822) for the rec- 
ognition of the officers of the Army to whom the Congressional 
medal of honor has been awarded, reported the same without 
amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2585); which said bill 
and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred House bill No. 10022, reported 
in lien thereof a bill (H. R. 10090) to amend the act entitled ‘‘An 
act to regulate commerce,” accompanied by a report (No. 2586); 
which said bili and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. BRODERICK, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the veto message of the President upon the 
bill of the House (H. R. 9469) entitled ‘An act to constitute a 
new divisicn of the eastern judicial district of Texas, and to pro- 
vide for the holding of terms of court at Beaumont, Tex., and for 
the appointment of a clerk for said court,” reported the same with 
the recommendation that said bill do pass, the objections of the 
President to the contrary notwithstanding, accompanied by a 
report (No. 2587); which said veto message, bill, and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. GRIFFIN, from the Committee on Military Affairs: 
The bill (H. R. 4846) for the relief of John W. Stevens. (Report 
No. 2577.) 

By Mr. BAKER of Kansas, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions: The bill (A. R. 6329) granting a pension to Charles H. Car- 
low. (Report No. 2578.) 

By Mr. PICKLER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 8990) increasing pension of William H. Nevitt 
from $12 to $30 per month. (Report No. 2579.) 

By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 7904) to increase the pension of John M. Robinson. 
(Report No. 2580.) 

By Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 8117) for increase of pension of Charles B. Eades, 
Hopkinsville, Ky. (Report No. 2582.) 

By Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 5986) granting an increase of pension to Chris- 
topher C. Bradley. (Report No. 2583.) 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 8 of Rule XX1II, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: : 

By Mr. MORSE: A bill (H. R. 10079) for the erection of a monu- 
ment to Peter Charles L’Enfant in the city of Washington, 
D. C.—to the Committee on the Library. 

By Mr. FISCHER: A bill (H. R. 10080) for appointment of com- 
mission to report on Romer Shoals, harbor of New York, as a suit- 
able site for erection of fortification and seacoast defense—to the 
Committee on on + gee 

By Mr. LIV Gs ON: A bill (H. R. 10081) for the protection 
of railway mail clerks while in the discharge of their official 
duties—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. NORTHWAY: A bill (H. R. 10082) for the development 
and encouragement of silk, flax, and ramieculture and their prep- 
aration and manufacture in the United States under the supervi- 
sion of the Secretary of Agriculture—to the Committee on Agri- 
calture. 

By Mr. CORLISS: A bill (H. R, 10091) to repeal sections 2 and 
8 of an act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the purchase of a site 
and the erection of a public building thereon at Detroit, Mich.,” 
approved March 2, 1885—to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON: A resolution (House Res. No. 500) au- 
thorizing the printing of 5,000 copies of The Cotton Plant—to the 
Committee on Printing. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 10083) granting a pension to 
Henry H. K. Elliott—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BURRELL: A bill (H. R. 10084) to increase the pension 
of Martin Schubert—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CURTIS of New York: A bill (H.R. 10085) for the re- 
lief of Elnora Shuman, widow of John Shuman, deceased, and 
foster mother of W. E. Shuman and James F. Shuman, both de- 
ceased—to the Committee on Irivalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HULING: A bill (H. R. 10086) for the relief of St. 
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John’s Catholic Church, at Summersville, Nicholas County, W. 
Va.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HULL: A bill (H. R. 10087) for the relief of James 
McKenzie—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. LACEY: A bill (H. R. 10088) to increase the pension of 
Louise A. Rice—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MILNES: A bill (H. R. 10089) for the relief of Israel 
Boyer—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BARHAM: Memorial of the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
erance Union of Eagleville, Cal., urging the passage of sundry 
ills—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: Petition of citizens and business firms of 
Philadelphia, Pa., representing the advisability of putting a duty 
on hides—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BROWN (by request): Petition of Albert G. Davis 
Post, No. 76, Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Ten- 
nessee, urging the of a service-pension bill—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COUSINS: Petition of 12 citizens of Springdale, Iowa, 
praying for the allowance of a bounty of 15 cents bushel on 
corn and 8 cents per pound on pork—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. HOWE: Resolutions of the State council of Junior 
Order United American Mechanics of the State of New York, re- 
questing the recognition of Cuba as a free and independent gov- 
ernment—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HURLEY: Petition of the Lehigh Valley Creosoting 
Company, asking that creosote coal tar or *‘ dead oil of coal tar 
be placed on the free list—to the Committee on Ways and Means, 

By Mr. KYLE: Petition of Harriet A. Cheairs. executrix of the 
estate of Thomas D. Cheairs, deceased, late of Marshall County. 
Miss., praying that her claim may be referred to the Court of 
Claims in her capacity of executrix, to correct the former refer- 
ence to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. . 

By Mr. MADDOX: Petition of Sarah J. Key's estate, of Bartow 
County, Ga., praying that her war claim be referred to the Court 
. Claims under the Bowman Act—to the Committee on War 

aims. 

By Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts: Resolutions of the Middle- 
sex County (Mass.) Fourth-Class Postmasters’ iation, in 
favor of the passage of House bills Nos. 3343 and 3351, relating to 
the pay of fourth-class tmasters—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. REYBURN: Petition of Mantua , No. 160, Brother- 
hood of Railroad Firemen, protesting against the of House 
bill No. 9120, amending an act relating to the use of automatic 
couplers and continuous brakes on railway trains—to the Commit- 
tee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. : 

By Mr. STEWART of Wisconsin: Resolution of the Wisconsin 
National Guard, requesting the passage of Senate bill No. 1169, 
authorizing the Secretary of War to issue Springfield rifles to the 
National Guard of each State and Territory in exchange for other 
rifles now held—to the Committee on the Militia. 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 21, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Miusury, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 
ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the ges! of the Navy, transmitting, in response to 
a resolution of the 12th instant, information as to whether Isaac 
Walker & Sons, of Philadelphia, Pa., who are e in con- 
structing additions and making repairs on the naval hospital at 
Brooklyn, N. Y., have violated, or are violating, or suffering vio- 
lations of the act of Congress of August 1, 1892, commonly known 
as the “eight-hour labor law,” and also whether like tions 
are being committed by P. J. Carlin, a contractor, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., etc.; which was referred to the Committee on Education 
and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT ee the ition of T. C. Daniel 
and sundry other citizens of the city of Washington, praying for 
the passage of Senate bill No. 1515, to incorporate the Columbia 
Telephone Company, of the District of Columbia; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SEWELL —— a petition of Washington Camp, No. 
29, Patriotic Order Sons of America, of Merchantville, N. J. 
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praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented petitions of the Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
of the Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church. of the Emanuel Bap- 
tist Church, and of the Christian Citizenship Union, all of Cam- 
den. N. J., praying for the passage of Senate bill No. 2485, to 
“farther protect the first day of the week as a day of rest in the 
District of Columbia; which were referred to the Committes on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PEFFER presented a memorial of the People’s Party Club 
of Leavenworth, Kans., remonstratin inst the enactment of 
legislation proposing to increase the salaries of Senators and Con- 
gressmen, and to lengthen the term of the Presidential office; 
which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented a petition of a committee on moral, civil, and 
religious reform of » praying that able relations be 
maintained between the United States and other nations; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. McBRIDE presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Oregon, praying for the enactinent of legis- 
lation raising the age of consent to 18 years in the District of 
Columbia and the Territories; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian a 
ance Union of Oregon, praying for the om of Senate bilk No. 
2846, to protect State anti blinglaws from nullification through 
interstate gambling by telegraph, telephone, and otherwise, etc.; 
which was referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman's Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Oregon, praying for the passage of Senate bill No. 
2485, to further protect the first day of the week as a day of rest 
in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented a memorial of the Michigan State 
board of health, remonstrating instthe passage of Senate bill 
No. 1552, for the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the 
District of Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Michigan State board of 
health, praying for the enactment of legislation to provide a per- 
manent census service; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Census. 

Mr. ELKINS presented a petition of 100 citizens of Bethany, 
W. Va., and a petition of sundry citizens of Mercer County, 
W. Va., praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Yesterday I presented a petition of the 
National Humane Society, and, nrg it, several letters 
from presidents and other officers of colleges and universities, and 
it was ordered to be printed as a document. 

I now desire to present letters from F. Wagner, president of 
Morgan College, Baltimore, Md.; Galusha Anderson, of the fac- 
ulty of the University of Chicago; J. Braden, president of the Cen- 
tral Tennessee College, of Nashville, Tenn.; William C. Wilkinson, 
connected with the University of Chicago; J. W. Bissell, presi- 
dent of are Iowa University; Agnes Repplier, of Philadelphia, 
and Roland Hale, of Sewanee, Tenn., in behalf of the Bishop of 
Tennessee, praying for the passage of the bill to restrict vivisection 
in the District of Columbia. 

I ask unanimous consent that these letters may be printed in 
connection with the petition and letters that were yesterday or- 
dered printed as a document. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and the letters will be printed as requested, and lie on the 


table. 

Mr. GALLINGER presented a petition of the Woman’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union of Peterboro, N. H., praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Phillips bill, providing for the appointment of 
a nonpartisan commission to coliate information and to consider 
and recommend legislation to meet the problems presented by 
labor, agriculture, and capital; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Peterboro, N. H., praying for the passage of Senate 
bill No. 1498, to punish the carnal and unlawful knowing of any 
female under the age of 18 years in the District of Columbia and 
the Territories; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Peterboro, N. H., praying for the poner of Senate 
bill No. 2485, to further protect the first day of the week as a day 
of rest in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman's Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Peterboro, N. H., praying for the passage of Senate 
bill No. 2846, to protect State a. laws from nullifica- 
tion through interstate gambling by telegraph, telephone, and 
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otherwise, etc.; which was referred to the Committee on Interstate 
Commerce. ju 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union, signed by Frances E. Willard, president, and Katha- 
rine L. Stevenson, corresponding secretary, praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation regulating the sale of intoxicating liquor in the 
District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on 


the Me ; ili ee meas 

Mr. CAMERON preseiitee-thepetition of Mrs. Matfttms wis, 
of Philadelphia, Pa., and six petitions of citizens of Philadelphia, 
Pa., praying for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of T. J. Ham, editor of the 
Wayne County (Pa.) Herald, remonstrating against the passage 
of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
— was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 

8. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s National Indian 
Association, praying for the enactment of legislation in the inter- 
est of the Indians of the country; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WHITE presented sundry petitions of citizens of California, 
praying for the enactment of legislation prohibiting the sale of in- 

xicating liquors in any building owned and controlled by the 
Government; which were coleesed 
on and Grounds. 

Mr. CULLOM presented the memorial of A. N. Marquis & Co., 
publishers, of Chicago, IIl., remonstrating against the passage of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices anu Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Illinois State Teach»rs’ Asso- 
ciation, praying for an increase of the een for the main- 
tenance of the Bureau of Education; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

He also presented a petition of the Chicago Jewelers’ Associa- 
tion, of Chicago, Il., praying for a restoration of the former duty 
of 10 per cent on polished diamonds; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin on the petition of John 
C. Spencer, — and H. B. Wilkins, secretary, of the Mer- 
chants and Manufacturers’ Association of Milwaukee, Wis., pray- 
ing for the e of the so-called Torrey bankruptcy bill; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of the Young Men’s Baptist 
Social Union of Boston, Mass., praying for the ratification of the 
arbitration treaty; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

He also presented the petition of Charles B. Blake & Co., of 
Lynn., Mass., praying for the passage of the so-called Torrey 
bankruptcy bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of 87 members of the Young 
People’s Society of Christian Endeavor, of Woburn, Mass., pray- 
ing for the enactment of legislation prohibiting the sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors in the Capitol building; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented the petition of Benjamin F. Trueblood, editor 
of the Advocate of Peace, of Boston, Mass., praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail mat- 
ter, after certain amendments have been made in regard to sam- 
ple copies of legitimate monthly, weekly, and quarterly papers to 

carried at the pound rate, and also praying Congress to pro- 
hibit the interstate transportationof obscene matter through the 
mails; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of R. B. Enslow, publisher 
of the Argus, of Alexandria, Nebr., remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail mat- 
ter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. HOAR presented a petition of the Congregational min- 
isters of Boston, Mass., praying for the enactment of legislation 
to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol building; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

He also presented the petition of W. H. Brock & Co., publish- 
ers of the Healthy Home, of Athol, Mass., remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Tremont Temple Church, of 
Boston, Mass., praying that all churches and religious societies 
join in an appeal to the Senate of the United States to ratify the 
arbitration treaty with England; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. GEAR presented the memorial of J. R. Caffyn, publisher 


to the Committee on Public 
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of the Collegian, of Fayette, lowa, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail mat- 
ter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the memorial of David D. Taylor, 
publisher of the Guernsey Times, of Cambridge, Ohio, remon- 
sirating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committem 
___Post-Officsruvid Post-hoads: ~~~ ~ ' 

Mr. BAKER presented sundry papers to accompany the bill 
(S. 8328) granting an increase of pension to John 8. Barnhart; 
which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


SENATOR FROM DELAWARE, 


Mr. CHANDLER. [rise to a privileged question. I present a 
aper connected with the vacant seat from the State of Delaware 
n the Senate, which I ask to have read. ; 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

DELAWARE, 43; 

Be it known that the legislature of the State of Delaware did, on the 20th 
day of January, in the year of our Lord 1897, at an election in due manner 
held according to the form of the act of the — assembly of said State 
in such case made and provided, choose John Edward Addicks to be a Senator 
from the said State in the Senate of the United States for the constitutional 
term from the 3d day of March, in the year of our Lord 1895. 

Given under our hands in obedience to the said act of the general assembly 


the day and year aforesaid. 

ROBERT J. eee 
Speaker oO . 

Seer “a C. MOORE, —_ 
er 0. ouse 0 6 
GhO. W-ROBERTS, 
Clerk of the Senate. 

CHAS. R. TINGS, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President—— 

Mr. GRAY. I should like to ask the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire from what source he procured that remarkable paper? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Iam perfectly willing to answer that it was 
handed to me by Mr. Addicks, who believes himself to have been 
lawfully elected a Senator from the State of Delaware and entitled 
to be sworn in to-day as the Senator’s colleague; but in view of 
the fact that I presented last week the memorial of Mr. Du Pont, 
setting out that he still claims to be entitled to the vacant seat 
from Delaware, which memorial has been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections, I will defer asking that Mr. 
Addicks may be sworn in until the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections have considered both sets of credentials. Itherefore ask 
that this paper may be referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made, in the ab- 
sence of objection. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BATE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 8888) to grant an honorable discharge 
to Christopher C. Cummins, submitted an adverse report thereon, 
which was agreed to; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7212) to increase the 
pension of Melita E. White, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the Committee on Mili Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 8671) to remove the charge of desertion 
from the military record of or O’Grady, alias John Davis, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

ir. ALLEN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 280) to prohibit the sale of intoxicat- 
ing drinks to Indians, providing penalties therefor, and for other 
urposes, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
shereon. 

Mr. ELKINS, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 9865) extending the time for the a. 
tion of the bridge across the East River, between the city of New 
York and Long Island, now in course of construction, as author- 
ized by the act of Congress approved March 3, 1887, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. — granting increase of pension to Alex- 
ander C. Morrison, reported it without amendment, and submit- 
ted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 6472) granting a pension to Olive M. Lewis, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 3349) to enable the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia to refuse a permit to erect stables on 
lot 48, square 358, in the city of Washington, in the District of 


Columbia, reported it without amendment, and submitted g 
report thereon. 

. PETTIGREW, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
whom was referred the amendment submitted by Mr. NELson 
December 21, 1896, intended to be proposed to the Indian appro- 
priation bill, —— favorably thereon, sadn t be 
referred to the ittee nr Aypropriations printed; 
was, tn 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
bill (S. 8395) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act for the relief an 
civilization of the Chippewa Indians in the State of Minnesota,” 
approved Jan 14, 1889, ocr it without amendment. 

Mr. M , from the Committee on Commerce, to whom 
was referred the bill (8S. 3507) to provide for light-houses and 
other aids to navigation, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a a thereon. 

Mr. HAWLEY. From the Committee on Military Affairs I re- 
port back the bill (S. 1184) for the relief of —_ a 
who served during the war of the rebellion, and ask ie com- 
mittee be excused from its further consideration, and that it be 
— ete a because a similar bill has passed both 


ouses. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be postponed indefi- 
nitely, in the absence of objection. 

Mr. HAWLEY. From the same committee I og ante py the 
bill (S. 47) to secure the efficiency of the National of the 


different States, and ask that the committee be from its 

further consideration. A bill onthe subject has the Senate. 
oe VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be indefinitely post- 
ned. 

eo GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 

were referred the eve we | bills, reported them se ¥ without 

amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 


A bill (H. R. 9306) granting a pension to Amanda Woodcock; 
A bill (H. R. 1505) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah A. Aspold; 


and 

A bill (H. R. 4744) to increase the pension of Adam Dennis. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 3472) granting a pension to Laura Barnes, 
re it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

r. NELSON, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 

referred the bill (S. 3320) to provide a life-saving station at or 
near Point Arena, Mendocino County, in the State of California, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. McBRIDE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 7781) to provide an American register 
for the barge Black Diamond, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2487) providing for the establishment of a quarantine sta- 
tion at or near Astoria, Oreg., reported it with amendments, and 
submitted a re thereon. 

Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 8190) to provide an American register for 
the bark Ceres, reported it without amendment. 


COURTS IN MISSOURI. 

Mr. HOAR. From the Committee on the Judiciary I report 
back favorably the bill (H. R. 9901) to detach the county of Au- 
drain from the western district of Missouri and to attach the same 
to the eastern district of said State of Missouri. The bill consists 
of only a few lines, and both Senators from Missouri have investi- 
gated the matter and desire its IT ask that it be put on 
its passage. I call the attention of the Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. CocKRELL] to the bill. 

a The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for informa- 
on. 

The Secretary read the bill; and, by unanimous consent, the 
sane as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its considera- 

on. 

The bill was reported to theSenate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

INDIAN TRAINING SCHOOL AT FORT BIDWELL. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Iam directed by the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. Res. 152) 
to authorize the of the Interior to use Fort Bidwell for 
an Indian training school, to report it without amendment. 

Mr. PERKINS. I ask that the joint resolution just reported 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs be now considered. It 
take but a moment. : 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JOHN A. LYNCH. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I am instructed by the Committee on 
Affairs to call the attention of the Senate to the bill (5. 589) 
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the relief of John A. Lynch, which is a Senate bill that was re- 


ferred to us and re favorably. In the meantime a House 
bill comes over and is in our hands upon the same subject. There 
is a difference in the sums of money given in each case, but the 
claimants desire that we shall drop the Senate bill and concur with 
the House in the of the House bill. I report back the bill 
(H. R. 3075) for the relief of John A. Lynch, and ask that it be 
taken up for consideration. : ; 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to pay John 
A. Lynch $1,666.49, in full and complete satisfaction for services 
rendered and expenses incurred and defrayed by him to and for 
the United States at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1861 and 1862. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EASTERN NEBRASKA AND GULF RAILWAY. 


Mr. ALLEN. Iam directed by the Committee on Indian Affairs 
to whom was referred the bill (8S. 3555) to amend an act entitled 
“An actgranting to the Eastern Nebraska and Gulf Railway Com- 
pany right of way through the Omaha and Winnebago Indian res- 
ervations, in the State of Nebraska,” by extending the time for 
the construction of said railway, to report it favorably without 
amendment, and as the bill is a mere fi matter I should like 
unanimous consent to put it on its pa ow ee 
There being no objec#ron, tne Senate, as in Committee of the 
ea to consider the bill. It pro to extend the 
time for a period of four years from the 27th day of June, 1897. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill (S. 3570) for the incorpora- 
tion of an association for the mutual protection and benefit of Gov- 
ernment employees; which was read twice — title, and referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BAKER introduced a bill (S. 3571) for the relief of Peter 
Heck, alias Louis Heck; which was twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. LODGE introduced a bill (S. 8572) for the improvement of 
the United States Naval Hospital at Chelsea, Mass.; which was 
— twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 2 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3578) for the relief of John 
W. Arnold; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companying paper, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. AL introduced a bill (S. 3574) to increase the pension 
of Louise A. Rice; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GALLINGER introduced a bill (S. 3575) to regulate the 
sale of poisons in the District of Columbia; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The bill just introduced is one of vast im- 
portance, as I regard it, to the people of this District. I have here 
a memorial or statement repared by a committee of physicians, 
which is approved by the cal Society of the District of Colum- 
bia, calling attention to the importance of this proposed legislation. 
I move that the — be referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, an t it be printed as a document for the use of 
the Senate. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. CHANDLER introduced a bill (S. 3576) granting a pension 
to Cara H. Wilson; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. . 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3577) providing for the use by the 
United States of devices invented by its naval officers while en- 


gaged in its service and covered by letters patent; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. WLEY introduced a bill (S. 3578) for the relief of 


William H. Quinn; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

_ Mr. LODGE introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 193) authoriz- 
ing and directing the Commissioner of Labor to institute an inves- 
tigation for the purpose of ascertaining the effect of forei 
immigration upon the social, moral, economic, and industrial 
conditions of the country; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Immigration. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. LODGE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which was 
Se to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I submit an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed 7 me to the naval appropriation bill, which I ask may be 
read. I invite the attention of the Senator from Maine iMr. 
HAL¥] to the proposed amendment. 


The amendment was read, as follows: 
By Mr. CHANDLER. 
L on bill: 

athe Gecrotars of the Navy is hereby directed to consider the subject of 
the erection in the city of Washington of a suitable statue of David D. Porter 
lately the Admiral of the United States, and to report at the next session of 

concerning the general design, reasonable cost, and appropriate 

loca’ of such a statue.” 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the proposed amendment be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to submit an amendment to the bill (S. 
742) to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy. The amend- 
ment is the bankruptcy bill which passed the other House, with 
certain proposed amendments printed in an appendix, and with 
an index and some explanatory notes, which will be found highly 
convenient for the Senate when the mattercomes up. I ask that 
it be printed and placed upon the Calendar with no recommenda- 
tion one way or the other. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, the 
amendment will be placed on the Calendar. 


RNG Or BULL ON APL URE. 
~"GF"PERKINS. I submit a concurrent resolution and Aske ~ 


unanimous consent for its consideration at this time. 

The concurrent resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That 
there be printed 20,000 extra copies of Bulletin No. 1, New Series, Division of 
Entomology, Department of Agriculture, entitled The Honey Bee: A Manual 
of Instruction in Apiculture, by Frank Benton, M.D., of which number 6,000 
copies shall be for the use of the Senate, 12,000 copies for the use of the House 
of Representatives, and 2,000 copies for distribution by the Secretary of 
Agriculture. ‘ 

Mr. GORMAN. I suggest to the Senator from California that 
under the rule and the law the resolution must go to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Under the rule the concurrent reso- 
lution will be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. PERKINS. I will state to the Senator from Maryland that 
a similar resolution was passed yesterday without reference to any 
committee. However, I am perfectly willing to let it be referred. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state to the Senator 
from California that he is advised the resolution he indicates was 
reported from the Committee on Printing. 

. PERKINS. Very weil. 


CHICAGO RAILWAY STRIKE OF 1894. 


Mr. DAVIS. I submit a resolution and ask for its present con- 
sideration. _— 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Attorney-General be, and he is hereby, directed to 
transmit to the Senate full copies of all tctegreptte and other correspondence 
which may have passed between him or office and anv of the officers, 
agents, or attorneys of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway Com- 


pany: the Illinois Central Railway Company, the Chicago, Milwaukee and 
t. Paul Railway Company, the Chicago and Northwestern Railway Com- 
pany, and any and all other railways entering into Chicago that were in any 
manner eng " in or affected by the industrial troubles in the city of Chi 


, Til., year 1894, as wellas all telegraphic and other correspondence 
with the United States district attorney at the city of Chicago, and any and 
all special attorneys retained or taking any part in the litigation arising out 
of said troubles, between the Ist day of June, 1894, and the present date 

Mr. HALE. I should like to have that go over a day, for the 
reason that the Senate yesterday on my motion passed a House 
concurrent resolution that I think covers the same subject-matter. 
Has the Senator from Minnesota examined the House resolution 
which was adopted yesterday? 

Mr. DAVIS. Ihavenot. Let the resolution go over. 

Mr. HALE. Let it goover, and the Senator and I will examine 
that resolution. I think it covers all the ground. 

Mr. DAVIS. Very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will go over, under 
the rule. 

Mr. DAVIS subsequently said: I ask leave to withdraw the res- 
olution just introduced by me. I think the resolution passed yes- 
terday covers the entire question. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, leave 
will be granted to withdraw the resolution. 

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
O. L. PrRupEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the Presi- 
dent had on the 18th instant approved and signed the act (S. 1646) 
ae for certain requirements for vessels propelled by gas, 

uid, naphtha, or electric motors. 

The message also announced that the President of the United 
States had on the 20th instant approved and signed the following 
acts: 

An act (S. 1448) to withdraw from the Supreme Court jurisdic- 
tion of criminal cases not capital, and confer the same on the cir- 
cuit courts of appeals; 

An act (S. 3050) to validate the appointments, acts, and services 
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of certain deputy. United States marshals in the Indian Territory, 
and for other purposes; 

An act (S. 206) to provide an American register for the steamer 
Kahului: 

An act (S. 1424) to amend an act entitled ‘“‘An act to amend sec- 
tion 4178, Revised Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ 
names at bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the 
draft,” approved February 21, 1891; 

An act (S. 1726) to approve and ratify the construction of a 
bridge across the Red River, between the States of Arkansas and 
Texas, at a point above the town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said 
river, built by the Texarkana Northern Railway Company, but 
now owned and operated by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Rail- 
way Company, and to authorize the latter company to maintain 
said bridge over said waterway, subject to certain stipulations 
and conditions; 

An act (8. 347) to remove the charge of desertion and grant an 
honorable discharge to Helmuth F. Sceckel; and 

An act (S. 1075) for the relief of the heirs of D. Fulford. 

BILL BECOME A LAW. 


The message. further announced that the bill (S. 2989) to in- 
crease the pension of Caroline & "Suser, Loving. been presented 
to.tke rresident on the 7éi instant, and not having beer returned 
by him to the House of Congress in which it originated within the 
ten days prescribed by the Constitution, it has become a law with- 
out his approval. 

ADELAIDE MORRIS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (5. 757) granting an in- 
crease of pension to Adelaide Morris. 

The amendments were, in line 8, before the word ‘ dollars,” to 
strike out “fifty” and insert ‘‘ twenty-five,” and, in line 9, before 
the word “dollars,” to strike out “ fifty ” and insert ‘‘ twenty-five.” 

Mr. GALLINGER. In connection with this bill I desire to 
make a statement occupying a single moment. I think it is 
proper that I should call attention to the extraordinary legislation 
which the other branch of Congress is enacting. This bill is one 
of perhaps ten others that have been sent to the other House in- 
creasing the pensions of widows of soldiers, and the House amends 
them by reducing the amount to precisely the amount that the 
beneficiaries are now drawing under the general law. It would 
be better legislation, it strikes me, if the bills were rejected out- 
right, and not to put us to the trouble of appointing conference 
committees on bills of this nature. 

T move that the Senate nonconcur in the amendments made by 
the House of Representatives and request a conference on the dis- 
assreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
‘wppoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. GALLIN- 
GER, Mr. Roacu, and Mr. BAKER were appointed. 


MARY W. KEEFE, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 905) granting a pen- 
sion to Mary W. Keefe. 

The amendment was, in line 8, before the word “dollars,” to 
strike out ‘‘ thirty” and insert “ twenty.” 

Mr. GALLINGER. Thisis a bill of precisely the same nature, 
the amount being reduced to the amount the beneficiary is now 
drawing. I move that the Senate nonconcur in the amendment 


and request a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 


The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. Cannon, 
Mr. PErrER, and Mr. PRITCHARD were appointed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to 
the report of the committee of conference on the disa ing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate tothe bill (H. R. 
9638) making appropriations for the support of the Army for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1898; further insists upon its disagree- 
ment to the amendments of the Senate numbered 8 and 4 to the 
bill; asks a further conference with the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. Hui, 
Mr. Parker, and Mr. McCLELLAN managers at the conference on 
the part of the House. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 9734) to provide an American register for the bark 
E. C. Mowatt, of Philadelphia, Pa.; and 

A bill (H. R. 9948) to amend subdivision 10 of section 2288, and 
to repeal subdivision 12 of section 2238 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States. 
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 


The ae also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S. 319) for the relief of telegraph operators who served 
in the war of the rebellion; 

A bill (S. 1690) granting a pension to Richard Brookins; 

A bill (S. 3071) to authorize the construction of a bridge over 
the hon River from the borough of Braddock to the 
township of Mifflin, Pa.; 

A bill (H. R. 596) for the relief of Ellis H. Roberts; 

A bill (H. R. 4199) to correct the mili record of Edward H. 
Munson, late a private in Company H, Thirty-second New York 
Regiment ewe 

A bill (H. R. ) to incorporate the Convention of American 
Instructors of the Deaf; and 
; a (H. R. 8418) to confirm certain cash entries of public 

ands. 
TERM OF POSTMASTERS. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. Is the morning business through? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there are no further concurrent 
or other resolutions, the morning business is concluded. The 
Senator from New York has addressed the Chair. 

Mr. HILL. I was goifig to ask the Senate to take up a bill. If 
it leads to any debate at all, I will not press it. I¢is@ bill which, 
if it_is to pass at all and be of any value, of course should pass 
the Senate immediately, in order that it may go to the other House. 

I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill (S. 3514) to regulate the term of office of 
wa ee reported from the Committee on Post-Offices and 

ost-Roads unanimously. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information. 

The Secretary read the bill, which had been reported from the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads with amendments. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bil? The Chair hears none, and the bill is before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. The first amendment 
—— by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads will be 
stated. 

The Secretary. After the word “his,” in line 10, section 1, 
strike out ‘‘ assumption of the discharge of the duties of his office, 
a record of which shall be kept in the office of the Postmaster- 
General” and insert ‘‘commission. If he shall be appointed dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate and be subseqitently confirmed, his 
term shall commence from the date of his recess commission;” so 
as to read: 

That the term of office of all postmasters hereafter appointed shall be four 

ears, subject to the power of removal or suspension acco tolaw. That 
nm case of a vacancy occurring in the office of a postmaster, occasioned by 
death, removal, res tion, or otherwise, the same shall be filled by appoint- 
ment for the remai: ng unexpired term. 

That the term of office of a postmaster shall be deemed to commence from 
the date of his commission. he shall be a during the recess of the 
Senate and be subsequently confirmed, his term shall commence from the 
date of his recess com on. 

Mr. HOAR. Does that come from a committee? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New York asked 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill. It 
was reported by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
The question ‘is on agreeing to the amendment of the committee 
which has been read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think we ought to have at least an oppor- 
tunity to read the bill. When was it reported? 

Mr. HILL. The bill was reported 6n Monday last. It has 
been on the files. It was unanimously reported from the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and seems to meet with 
—_ satisfaction. I suggest to the Senator that if it is to 

me a law, it ought to be passed now, in order that it may go 
to the other House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I understand that it makes peseptory the 
removal of every postmaster at the end of four years. so, lam 
entirely o to it. 

Mr. HILL. No, sir; it does not. 5 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think we ought to have an opportunity to 
look at it. I know only from a casual reading what it proposes. 

Mr. HILL. The bill simply fixes the term of the office at four 
years, and there is a general statute which provides that post- 
masters and certain other officials shall hold their offices until 
their successors are appointed, as the acting chairman of the com- 
mittee well knows, ’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. If this bill should become a law, it would 
make a fixed term, and I think unquestionably would repeal the 
existing law. ‘ 

Mr. HILL. That part of the bill is precisely the language used 
in regard to officers who are appointed on the confirmation of the 
Senate. It simply uses the same language. 

SHERMAN, I think the bill shou! be allowed to go oved 
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until to-morrow. I may have no objection io it, but I should like 
) examine it. ; 

7 Mr. HILL. My object was simply to facilitate and aid the Post- 
Office Committee in a large number of very troublesome cases. 

Mr. MILLS. Was the bill reported unanimously by the com- 
mittee? : 

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir; it was reported unanimously. a 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the Senate will examine this bill 
before the Senator from New York moves to take it up to-morrow. 
It was reported unanimously by the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post- , was carefully scrutinized by Senators of both 
polities and all politics, and really no objection seemed to be sug- 
gested to it. It ean that the terms of all postmasters 
shall be understood to be for four years, subject, of course, to the 
power of removal, which necessarily inheres in the Executive. 

There is eet provision drawn with care by the Senator 
from New York—— 

Mr. HALE. May I ask the Senator whether that 
making @ apres * eS oe to apply to all the small 

tmasters thro ut the coun 

7 Itis intended to apply to the whole of them, 
the fourth-class post-offices, all the post-offices of the other classes, 
and to the existin now holding their terms. 

Mr. HALE. That clearly would open this field, which covers 
sixty or seventy thousand , to d scramble for new. 


rovision 


post-offices. 
appointments whenever the four-year term expires. Now, many 
hundreds and thousands of these post-offices are filled by men who 
have occupied the places for years and years to the universal satis- 
faction of the people. I certainly should not be in favor of any 
change in law that opens a scramble every four years in these 
offices. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I call the Senator’s attention to the fact that 
there is a universal scramble now. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GALLINGER. Very universal. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Thatisoneofthetroubles. Whenever poli- 
tics ew there is a scramble for the fourth-class post-offices, as 
the President of the Senate knows very well [laughter], and it is 
to prevent this very custom of a partisan inroad upon a new Ad- 
ministration, where there has been a change of politics, for the 
purpose of turning out of their offices all of the postmasters of the 
country, that it is proposed to make the term four years. The 
occupants of the offices may remain in after that term; there is no 
provision that they shall go out at the end of the term. It seems 
to me, if the Senator from Maine will study this subject and give 
to it his usual acumen and care, he will see that the evil he depicts 
will be less under this proposed law than it will be in March next 
if this bill does not pass. 

Mr. HALE. Lamafraidit will be more; but asthe Senator from 
Ohio has objected to the consideration of the bill, I suppose it will 


go over. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will go over. 
ELECTRIC SUBWAYS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating to the laying 
of electric subways in the District of Columbia. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Missouri. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of 
the Whole, resumed the consideration of the joint resolution. 

Mr. HILL. I understood that the Senator from New Ham 
shire [Mr. GALLINGER] desired to speak to-day, and I will as 
him whether he does so intend? 

Mr. GALLINGER. I will say, in answer to the interrogatory 
of the Senator from New York, that I should much rather vote 
on the joint resolution than to on it. If the Senate is ready 
for a vote, I will not take the valuable time of the Senate to make 
a single observation. 

Mr. HILL. I am not ready for a vote at this particular time. 

Mr. GALLINGER. If the Senator is not ready for a vote, I 
would su t to him that I am not quite ready to speak, and will 
be glad to have him ecouny the time this morning. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I asked the other Say for some ex- 
planation of the extraordinary features of this joint resolution. 

yielded the floor the day before yesterday in order that we might 
hear an explanation from the acting chairman of the subcommittee 
[i. FAULKNER], who yesterday occupied the time of the Senate 

n the discussion of this joint resolution. I understood the Sena- 
tor from New sens [Mr. GALLINGER] to inform the Senate 
as well as myself that I would receive the benefit of his sugges- 
tions, and I anticipated that he would follow the distinguished 
Senator from West Virginia. He now manifests an anxiety to 
follow me, and it is utterly immaterial at what stage of the pro- 
ceedings I shall further present my views. 

Considerable light has been thrown upon this matter in the dis- 
cussion which has been had, and it has not all been electric light. 

en the committee’s report was presented, so far as the Senate 
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knew, it was the unanimous report of the committee. It was not 
so stated, but there was no dissent entered at the time. Since 
then I learned, and the Senate has learned, that the Senator from 
Georgia [Mr. Bacon] dissents from the report in fact, although 
not in form; the Senator from Vermont [Mr. ProcTor} also dis- 
sents from this report in fact, and the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Martin], also a member of this committee, dissents’ from this 
report. Therefore we have the fact staring us in the face that 
three ablé and competent members of the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia mt entirely from the conclusions reached 
in the joint resolution. It therefore deserves most careful consid- 
eration before the Senate shall passit. If the report was unani- 
mous it might well be acted upon immediately, but being a divided 
rt substantially, and three of the ablest members of the com- 
iteo—end I say that with all respect to the others—having re- 
fused their assent to the report, adds additional weight to the sug- 
gestions which have been made against the joint resolution. 

Mr. President, I always like to listen to my friend the Senator 
from West Virginia, who speaks entertainingly and well. I regret 
that in some of these District of Columbia matters he is not so 
clear and precise as I should like to have him; but he chooses his 
own style and his own way, and hasaright todo so. Iregret that 
the questions I put to him. re answered with a great 
deal of f te h, but not with that tseeess that ee 
im-justicd to himself, he ought to have given them. “%wumgigTst 
place, it is difficult to understand from his argument precise™ 
what question is here involved. He delineated the beauties of a 
great system that is to be perfected, not this month, not next 
month, but at some time in the future, “in the sweet by and 
by;” but he does not tell us when, and what is the precise neces- 
sity for this legislation, what is the existing law, and what is the 
remedy proposed to be applied. 

The Senator said, I thought with some degree of regret and of 
complaint in his tone, that several years ago, when the question 
of electric lighting came up in the courts, the courts decided the 
Potomac Company had no rights in the District of Columbia to 
lay down their pipes. He seemed to speak of Judge Bingham’s 
decision as though it was possibly unfortunate. Mr. President, 
it was unfortunate in one view of the case, not but what the 
decision was right, but it was unfortunate because those who 
were responsible for legislation pertaining te this District had so 
hemmed in and hedged about the one electric-light company that 
it was im ible for any other company legally to get an entrance 
into this District. I asked the simple question who was respon- 
sible for this unfortunate state of affairs—because from my stand- 
point it is unfortunate, though from the Senator’s standpoint it 
was possibly fortunate—and . simply said, in the way he brushes 
aside in his argument all difficulties whatever, ‘‘ Why, it was an 
existing law.” Who made the existing law? Congress. Who 
—— it to Congress? The Committee on the District of - 

0. 

I 












umbia or the Committee on Appropriations. 
start out with the proposition that we did find a few years ago 
that the legislation had been so manipulated—if I may use that 
expression, and if it is a harsh one I withdraw it—so arranged that 
no other company could possibly get into the District of Columbia 
without some a. ative legislation in its behalf. Of course, if 
the true theory is that a monopoly is beneficial, if the true theory 
is that the less competition in electric lighting in this city the 
better for the District, if it be the true theory that one company 
should have the exclusive right, then the situation was indeed 
ae to contemplate. That argument, however, carried toits 
egitimate conclusion, would vindicate every trust in the United 
States. Thatargument, carried toits legitimate conclusion, would 
vindicate every syndicate that ever was born. That argument, 
carried to its legitimate conclusion, would vindicate any mo- 
nopoly, no matter how great, which applies to the internal affairs 
of a great city. 
Mr. President, somehow or other, by the course of public opin- 
ion or otherwise, some rights have been given the new electric- 
lighting company. I do not want to say that somebody has been 


holding back all the while; but take this legislation, fragmentary 
as it is, here and there a little privilege squeezed into a statute 
for the benefit of the new electric-lighting company, it is apparent 
that it has been like pulling teeth to get a particle of favorable 
legislation in behalf of the new company and against the existing 
monopoly. The legislation is fragmentary, uncertain in some of 


its language, not a full and completed scheme, but legislation 
which requires the courts to spell out what is intended. 

That was the situation a few years ago. Starting out upon the 
theory that a monopoly is beneficial to the people—when a man 
has worked himself up to that condition of thought—it does not 
require much to go further and to put into the statutes provisions 
which forbid competition. If legislators start out with that false 
and dangerous idea, of course we know what will be the result. 
Until public opinion shall force them to permit competition, they 
will resist it, and naturally from the very best of motives on their 
part, if they are sincere in their views. 
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Some of the most respectable men in this nation are engaged in 
trusts—members in good standing in society, members of the 
church, high-toned men, men of large means, what is called the 
‘*better element,” business men—all those you find ready advo- 
cates of trusts. Trusts, generally speaking, are nothing more nor 
less than monopolies. Trusts to a large extent are organized for 
the very purpose of preventing free competition, and, Mr. Presi- 
dent, they always do it in the alleged interest of the people! 
What is the usual argument submitted year after year in behalf 
of trusts? The argument is that in the end they will benefit the 
people; in the end they will reduce prices; in the end they will 
save unnecessary expense in the management of business; that it 
is easier to run one great large monopoly of an electric-light com- 
pany than it is to run two or three, and, therefore, in the end 
they will give the people cheaper light! That is the argument in 
behalf of all trusts; it is the stock argument of all the monopolies 
in the country, that in the end they are going to benefit the peo- 
ple, if the dear people will only have patience and wait. Some- 
how or other the people are an obstinate set, and refuse to wait. 
The people suspect the motives of men who form these combina- 
tions in their interest when they have not asked for them. The 
people naturally look with some alarm upon these aggregations 
of capital which are seizjpg-gil_sorts of bysiness in the country, 
and so they thinkers ought not to exist; they think that these 

eer and trusts should be dealt with by vigorous légisia*ion, 
AW hen you attempt to do that, there rises up some gentleman who 
says, ‘‘ You are disturbing the business community; you are dis- 
turbing our streets if you want more than one lighting company.” 

How did my good friend from West Virginia answer the ques- 
tion, when I asked eng substantially, whether it would be 
any great harm if there should be two electric-light companies in 
this city? Did he give me that careful and frank answer which I 
had a right to e2 t from his ability and generous nature? Oh, 
no. He said, ‘If two, why not a dozen?” That was the argu- 
ment; and Senators are expected to sustain this joint resolution 
on that kind of argument, which, I may say, with all due respect, 
is evading the question, begging the question. Oh, no, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that will not do. There is reason in all things, or there 
should be. A man has two ears; why should he not havea dozen? 
A man has two eyes; why should he not have a dozen? A man 
has one wife; why should henot havea dozen? To what does this 
argument lead? An ordinary man of limited means may afford 
perhaps to employ two hired girls; why should he not have a 
dozen hired girls? Oh, no; the argument is ridiculous, with all 
due respect to my friend from West Virginia. It is soabsurd that 
it defeats itself. 

Where is there a city in the United States which has 250,000 or 
800,000 inhabitants which is afflicted with simply one electric- 
lighting company, or benefited by only one? My task would have 
been more difficult in this discussion if it had not been lightened 
by my friend from West Virginia, because he started out, and the 
committee started out, with the proposition that we ought to have 
a monopoly. ‘Monopoly is justifiable; therefore we should have 
but one company; we do not need any more.” The Senator from 
West Virginia, wandering from the real subject, even went so far 
as to say that the committee had done their very best to keep out 
railroad companies; that they had gone as faras they could. 

I should not enter upon that question, because it is not involved 
in thiscase. Ispoke yesterday of someof myexperience. Irecol- 
lect when I was a young member of the 1 ature of New York 
I was then, as now, somewhat di toantagonize monopolies. 
A bill was introduced in the legislature to compel some large 
street railroad company in New York to extend its tracks “ee 
certain street. I listened to the ar ents of the mover of the 
bill, who spoke something like this: He said this old monopoly re- 
fused to build the railroad in that street, and the bill was to com- 
pel them to do it; the workingmen along this street want to use 
this railroad; the people would be greatly benefited by its con- 
struction, and therefore they should have it, but this company 
had announced that it would not doit. Mr. President, I made 
haste to cast my vote for that bill, of course, in order to compel 
the company to build their road on that street. It turned out, 
however, that the bill was really in the interest of the ror ong 
the bill was a blind; the bill was introduced by the member in 
behalf of the company, and was presented in that fashion simply 
to deceive green young legislators such as I then was. I have 
since learned how these things are done. 

The Senator said yesterday that he recollected one case where 
the committee had compelled the Metropolitan Railroad Company 
to extend their tracks on one street, in pursuance of the great, the 
magnificent policy they had adopted here, but when I asked if 
there was any other case he did not recall it, and my friend, who 
has a good memory, would have recalled it with avidity if there 
had been any other. He could not recollect any. 

Therefore I start out with a different proposition from my friend. 
He starts out with the theory that a monopoly is beneficial; he 
starts out with the theory that we ought to exert all our power to 
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keep this monopoly in power; Peat cnt with the proposition that 
no new electric-light company ought to be admitted into this city 
because they would tear up the streets. We are as far apart as 
— — —— subject. 

is the n roposition involved here? frien 
Senator from West Virginia has been wrestling with this aan 
subject of the subway and has given it great consideration, know- 
ing all the while that the other company, the United States Elec- 
= ae ne , was in the city and gradually extendi 
its wires under favored provisions put in appropriation bills 
otherwise by Co . While he tas heen a in assisting 
that company, and pursuing a course which, from his standpoint, 
was the proper course to take, he was absolutely in ignorance of 
the fact as to where the United States Electric Lighting Company 
was incorporated. He said so yesterday. Mr. President, I would 
have supposed that, having given this subject so much attention, 
having been all these years keeping the United States Electric 
Lighting Company in possession of this monopoly, the Senator 
would have known something about where it had been in 
rated. I have been looking it up, and I find that it isa 
tion of the State of West Vi inia, and that while my friend from 
West Virginia has been all this time ing this corporation of 


ini ly, he did not even know 


West Min nee in control of this mono 
that it hailed from the grand State of West Virginia. Itis et 


4. coincidence—tiat is. all. [Laughter.] It was appropriate t 
my friend should be put Solvents as a sort of champion, if I may 
use that expression, of the committee, and indirectly theehampion 
of the other company. tg 
' Now, that corporation is neither better nor worse because it was 
incorporated in West by em Possibly there was a motive for 
it. I can conceive that the only motive, or perhaps one motive, 
for its incorporation in West Virginia was for the purpose of es- 
caping taxation in the District of Columbia. But Colonel Britton 
said we ought to keep out outsiders, That was his argument 
which I read the other ma out the Potomac Company in 
order to keep in the United States Electric Lighting Company of 
Washin , D. C.—that is the title—incorporated un- 
der the laws of the State of West Virgi 

There is another fact which I will state right here, which Colo- 
nel Britton does not even seem to know—that the Potomac Com- 
pany isnotanoutsider. The Potomac Companyisa corporation of 
the District, in rated under the laws of the District, subject 
to taxation in the District, liable to be regulated by the laws of the 
District in every single particular. How far Co: can regu- 
late the li pee ee og West Virginia is a different question. 
What will be clai ? © position already been n that 
Congress can not regulate the price which the United States Elec- 
tric Lighting Company of Washington, D. C. (but in factof West 
Virginia) shall c to private consumers. Congress can regu- 
late the price of the Potomac Company, because it is acorporation 
of this city. It is a corporation of the District. It is subject to 
the laws of the District—subject to change and subject to amend- 
ment. But when it is sought to regulate the price as between 
private consumers and the United States Electric Lighting Com- 
pany you are met with the proposition: “‘Ah, this is a foreign 
corporation; you can not ate it; you can not touch it.” 

In the recent litigation which has been had the United States 
Electric Lighting Company al that it had, besides $150,000 
worth of real estate, about $1,150,000 invested in its plant in the 
District. Iread from the complaint, or the affidavits on which the 
injunction was granted originally. It a by the answers of 
the Commissioners in the jencien t that the United States 
Company returned its personal under the oath of its sec- 
retary as $15,000, and instead of $1,150,000 on its —— property 
it pays taxes only on the $15,000, and pays not a dollar of taxation 
upon its stock. 

This is the company to protect which we must resort to extraor- 
dinary legislation to give it a monopoly, to intrench it in the 
monopoly it has already, and to keep out of the District the little 
Potomac Company, which has honored the District by incorporat- 
ing under its laws. 

Need I tell the Senate that the general incorporation law of the 
District is sufficient to enable any electric-lighting ones & 
organize under it? I stand here to protect the ts of the Dis- 
trict and to protect the rights of the oe which is in fact a 
home omen ies Potomac Company, the company which was 
organized ander the laws of the District, and not the outside com- 

y, which has taken “‘ the livery of heaven to serve the devil in 
y taking the title of the United States Electric Ligh 
ny of Washington, D. C., when =e e ——_ be —_ et 
tates Electric Lighting Company 0 irginia. © ; 
for the status of the parties. So much for the general situation 
which we are called upon to contemplate when we to 
determine what should be done. 

Yesterday my friend the Senator from Texas [Mr. 

asked of the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. FAULKNER] wha 


harm it could do to allow one or two companies to come in here 


Com- 
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